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ICASSANDRA: 


þ THE 


A M_ D 
ROMANC 


T:H E ND 


Whole Work: _ 


In Five Parts | 


AND 


Now Elegantly Rendred into _ 4+ þ 
BY | | 


ir CHARLES C@TTERELLD, Maſter of 
the Ceremonies to late Majeſty of Bleſſed ©” 


memory, and to our preſent 


SOVERAIGN 
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KING of Great Britain, France and Ireland, &c 


. } 


LOND CN, © 


Pripted for Peter Parker, at the Leg and Star over againſt 
the Royal Exchange in Cornhill, 1676. "& 
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TO HIS 


SACRED MAJESTY. = A 


Co HARLES 1 
King of 


GREAT BRITAIN-« &c. 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 


3 T is not one of the leaſt misfortunes which hath befallen theſe 
b [lluſtrious Perſons, that having above a yeara go been ſum- 
] mon'd by Your Royal Command to give their attendance, 
b they have till now been retarded from that happineſs; but if they 
ſhould attain to any without difficulty, 'twould be againſt the 
rules of a Romance ; and for ſo great an honour, they have al- 
ready expos'd themſelves by Sea to the hazard of Storms, and 
bloody Fights in paſsing through the Fleets of England and Ho- 
land, as they muſt now by Land to that of Battels and Steges, 1n 
going through the Armies of Flanders and of. France. I am ex- 
treamly aſhamed they-ſhould appegr there to Your Majeſty in 
this Engliſh diſguiſe, You having ſeen them before in the habit 
of that Country which ſo well became them: and I have no 
excuſe but obedience, for having ftriptthem out of thatrich at- 
tire, to cloath them 1n ſo plain a : did The ſtuff, how mean 
ſoever, | cannot but acknowledge mine ; but the many ſpots and 
blemiſhes it hath got inthe Preſs, I muſt diſown, and the Printer _ 
mult bear the blame of all thoſe faults, among which, ſome of | 
of mine, I hope, may ſhip away undiſcern'd, or at leaſt undiſtin-- 
guiſhed, The brightneſs of their former olories muſt neceſlarily 
be much obſcured by ſuch a double clit of errors, which can- 
Not be diſpelled but by the beams of a Gracious Eye;nor can the 
Fame they have acquired 1n another Langaace, be ar all pre- 
ſerv'din this, withoutthe help of a very favou rablh - otection : 
And though they need that moſt 1n England, wher © pr eſent 


they are Die” liable to cenſure, yet they now diſdain to are ic there, 
y : ac- 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

accounting it as high an infamy for Kings to ſeek for refuge a- 
- mong thoſe that are profeſſed enemies to Monarchy,as it is an ho- 
nour to caſt themſelves at the teet of an oppreſſed Sovereign, 
whom the likeneſs of His Own, will not ſufter to be unſenſfible 
_ of their misfortunes. Thoſe of Artaxerxes boaſt to come neareſt 
that reſemblance, though many fatal difterences deny them an e- 
_ quality, which his Vertues (though great) can as little pretend 
to, if compared with Yours; for Your Majeſties early Valour 
never lay uſeleſs in the dangers of Your Royal Father and His 
Kingdoms, but ſhew'd it ſelt remarkably both at home and a- 


S 
broad, to prevent, as well as to revenge His Murther ; and hath, 


in attempting the recovery of Three Crowns (due to You no leſs 
juſtly by Merit than Deſcent) been mamteſted in more hazard- 
ous adventures, and blefled with more wonderful eſcapes. Since 
then You ſurpaſs him ſo many ſeverai wayes, why ſhould we 
fear Y our ſucceſs will come ſhort of his © Or rather, why ſhould 
we not thence draw a credible O:nen of a more glorious event © 
Your laſt miraculous preſervation giving us well-grounded 


hopes that Y ou are reſerved for the ſcourge of Traytors and Re- 


gicides; for the Governing of thoſe Nauons, thac by undoubt- 
ed Right ought to pay Y ou their Obedience ,; tor the redempti- 
on and felicity of all Your Loyal, but now enſlaved Subjects ; 
and for the Settlement of an Empire, as Potent and Flouriſh- 
ing as that of the Arſacides : Which Reſtauration, as 1t 15 the 
chiefeſt blefsing we can expect on Earth,is, ofall worldly things; 


moſt earneſtly begg'd of Heaven, 
By, 


From the Hague 


June 5th,1653. N IR, 


Your MA JESTIE'S 
moſt Humble, moſt Loyal, and 
- moſt Obedient Subjett and 


Servant, . 


CHARLES COTTERELL. 
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acurate Pen hath been publiſhed to the World , which had given a ſtop to this, if it had 


- & Ince this Tranſlation of Caſſandra was put into the Preſs, the beginning of another by att 


ſtill been in the power of bim that didit ; though 4 good part of it was already Printed, 
and though many took, upon them to affirm that the other was not likely to proceed any farther. 
This comes not therefore to ſtand in competition with it, but to acknowledge, that as it appear'd 
firſt, ſo it deſerves the priority in all things elſe 3 yet they in whom it hath raiſed an appetite 
(which are, Tdare ſay, as many as have taſted it) may perchance be content to make up their 
meal with a diſh of the ſame meat, though not ſo skilfully ſeaſoned, nor ſo neatly garniſhed. He 
that is taken with the charms of a Miſtreſs preſented to his firſt embraces in the coſtly ornaments 
of her Bridal attire, will not certainly reje& her converſation afterward, in any ordinary dreſs 
of meaner apparel. Such is this of CASSANDRA here, haſtily and careleſly thrown 
about her, which make her ſufſer a greater diſeuiſe by uncourtly Language, than by the plain 
Conntrey garments wherein ſhe was ſo long conceal d : The former, tis confeſſed, hath decked 
ber with an habit befitting both her perſon and quality; this is onely ſuitable to her name and her 
misfortunes, Her ten years ſtory is ſo artificially contrived, and with ſuch exat# decorum, 
that the truth whereon it is grounded, appears the greater fiction; yet neither can the ſtrange 
ſucceſs of the Grecian Conqueror,the fatal deſiru@ion of the Perſian Monarchy, the deplorable 
end of unfortunate Darius, the affli&ed eſtate of his Royal Family in Exile and Captivity, the 
ealje compliance of his Subje@s with the prevailing Party, nor any other paſſage in it ſeem ins 
probable to us, whoſe eges hav? in as ſhort a ſpace been witneſſes of ſuch Revolutions as hardly 
any Romance, but ſure no Hiſtory can parallel. She hath been receiv'd in France, and many 
Foreign Countries, with too general an eſteem, to confine her ſelf within the limits of a parti- 
cular addreſs to any ſingle perſon now in England 3 therefore ſhe preſents her ſelf to all that 
underſtood her not before, who having need of an Interpreter, may perhaps excuſe the errors 
of an ill one. Let others delight themſelves with the beauties of the Original.as viewing ſome 
curious piece of Tapiſtry, rarely deſign'd in lively colours and perfet} ſymmetry, withont prying 
into the imperfetions of the wrong ſide, where the left-handed Figures loſe the gracefulneſs of 
their natural Poſtures, and where the multitude of thrumbs and knots make the work coarſe, 


and the ſtory it ſelf but barely diſcernable. 


IC 


AUTHOR 
BALISTA 


. 


O U have been pleas'd, Caliſta, to command that my laſt follies ſhould be made pu- 
blick,and have given that to the divertion of the world, which I had deſtin'd only 
to your own; ſure 'tis a want of goodneſs, to a perſon that never wanted zeal or re- 

ſpec to you,and who by this laſt proof of his obedience hath teſtified with what ſubmiſſion 
he hath reſign'd himſelf unto your will.It you had eſteemed this Work, you would have bin 
more covetous of it ; and f you had conſidered it, as the ifſue of his fancy who will never 
be but yours, you would not thus have laviſh'd it to the people, who truly have no ſhare 
inthe intention that made me write it. Beſides, the ſucceſs of it is very uncertain amongſt 
them, and one ſhall very hardly find charity enough there to hope for the pardon of ma- 
ny faults, which you have ſo favourably excuſed,or which ſelt-love made you not perceive 
in athing that was fo abſolutely your own. But why dolI pretend you ſhould take any 
care of the reputation of my writings, ſince you never took any for the confervation of 
my life, and that you have ſhewn your ſelf more ſenſible of the fortunes of ſtrangers, than 
of one which hath ever been of your own making ? I have feen you as it were marry. your 
ſelf to the paſſtons of my Heroe, and enter into his thoughts with fuch marks of tenderneſs 
and pity, asmy real ſutterings have never been able to draw from you. I have feen your 
fair eyes,” thoſe eyes which the Court hath, and doth yet look upon with dazling and 
idolatry 3 ſhed tears at the recital of ſome adventures, which are citker teigned or which 
hapned very long ago ; andI a thouſand times have at your feet vainly implored that pi- 
ty, which you ſo ecalily granted to imaginary miſeries 3 Yes, at your feet have I a thouſand 
times ſet forth the violence of my paſſion in tearms both more expreſs, and more touching 
than thoſe that did ſo mollifie you 3 and (it I may be permitted to ſpeak of my (elf in ſuch 
a phraſe) I havenot been leſs eloquent in declaring my real thoughts to you, than in deſerib- 
ing thoſe of a Macedonian, or a Scythian; and yet the fame words, which repreſented 
their miſhaps to you, with ſo much ſucceſs, have not found 1n you the leaſt ſenſe of my 
own misfortunes. You will tell me I have painted theſe illuſtrious perſons in colours which 
give them a very advantagious ſplendor, and that their admirable qualities made you em- 
brace their intereſts, by an eſteem which introduced that compailion into your heart. I 
know, Caliſta, that I am very far from that ſublime degree of perfection, which makes my 
Heroes worthy of your tears and friendſhip; but 1f they have advantges above me, by the 
qualitics of their minds and bodies, and by the glorious marks of their births and actions, 
I have above them the glory of having ferv'd Caliſtz, nay having ſerv'd her with reſpects 
. and adorations worthy of her, and of having through the whole courſe of my paſlion, ac- 
knowledged with ſo much juſtice the diſproportion there is between Caliſtz and my (cf, 
that in that proud elevation of my ſoul, Caliſta, as ſevere as ſhe 1s, conld not condemn 
thoughts ſo full of zcal and ſubmiſsion, nor tine occaſion to threaten me with a fall which 
probably I ought to have apprehended. Behold my glory, Clift, behold my advan- 
tages, and if you pardon a little preſumption in him, who hath had {o mucit as to lift up 
| his eyes to you, I will take the liberty to tell you, that by my manner of exprefzing4t in 
another, you may judge vertue isnot unknown to me; and that many only fail to practiſe 
it, becauſe fortune retuſes them the occaſions; ot this you {ee an example remarkable e- 
nough in two Princes, whom I make to live in the fame times, and whole fortunes arc ve- 
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The Author to Caliſta, 


ry different, though their births and vertues beequal; and that by your own judgement 
the moſt unhappy, and the leaſt known hath very conſiderable advantages above the 04 
ther, who was moſt favoured by the deſtinies, and who by the help of tortune hath, in 
his glory, eclipſed the fame of all that followed him, as well as of all that went before 
him. You being generous as you are, have taken the part of the more unfortunate 3 
and if I dare reproach you withit, after your own confeſsion of it to me, you have been 
even in love with him; bluſh not, Caliſta, he was a Prince worthy of you; and without 
doubt the fates ſhould either have reſerv'd him till your Age, or made you to be born in 
his. But the Gods took care that his reputation ſhould come unſpotted to our times, and 
that his life ſhould be preſerv'd from a blemiſh, which you would infallibly have caſt up- 
on it-z his Princeſs deſerv'd his attection wholly, and only you were capable to withdraw 
him from that fidelity, which renders him fo dear to you,and ſorecommendable to all the 
World. | 
Hitherto I have ſpoken to you, asto Caliſta, that is to ſay, as to the' Sovereign Miſtreſs 
of my life, and of all my thoughts 3 now I ſpeak be” as as to herthat 1s to read this un- 
worthy Piece again, and to whom [ conſecrate it wſth my whole heart, and all my affed&i- 
ons. Beſides, the conſideration-of my love, I find in you all that can be defired in per- 
ſons to'whom works of this nature are dedicated. Your quality is moſt eminent, too emi- 
nent for my hopes;it hath hitherto made a part of my misfortunes, and it is that which hath 
made me paſs many years in your ſervice, without any other advantage than that of being 
yours, and of being ſuffered by you. An interefled lover (or rather a captive, who is 
your Idolater) might ſeem ſuſpected in praiſing the beautics 50th of your mind and body ; 
but the eyes and hearts of all Fraxce take my part, and bear witneſs generally, that you 
are the moſt accompliſhed of all Creatures. 'Tis therefore ander your protection, that 
Caſſandra comes to put her ſelf 3 ſhe boaſts of having ſome reſemblance of you 3 and 'ris 
with you alone ſhe ſeeks for ſanctuary in the various changes of her fortune 3 you will 
not know her a great while, though the keep you very conlr::it Company, and will won- 
der toſee her give the name to adventures in which ſhe ſeems to have no part at all ; but 
you ſhall ſee her come out of the dark, when you hope leaſt for it, and will know her a- 
gain, by lincaments that are not common 3 You 1n her face may find a part of that which 
ſhines moſt viſibly in yours z and in her carriage you ſhall neither ſeeany thing that can in- 


' Jure you, nor any thing you can diſavow. If this Firlt Part divert you, the deſignT have 


to mind nothing but you alone, us the mark of all my thoughts, will oblige me to give 
you quickly the continuation of her Story ; and though I be neither Doftor, nor a paſla- 
bly Learned man, I am certain you will never inſpire me with mean, low fancies. ſince 
you have inſpired into me the reſolution of living and dying, 


Your &c. 


CASSAN- 
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Rramenes or the Grand Cyr, That Excel- 
lent new Romance in 10 parts,written by 
that famous Wit of France, Monſieur de 
Scudery, Governour of Noſtre Dame, and 

Engliſhed by F,G.-Eſquire, foo. / 
Hymen's Pre!ndia or Loves Maſter-piece, being 
that ſo much admired Romance intituled Cleopa- 
:ra,written originally.in French, and now Elegant- 
ly rendred into Engliſh, by Robert Loveaay, folio, 
Clelia an excellent new Romance dedicated to A7a- 
damoiſelle de Longueville in 10 parts, written at 
firſt in French by Monſieur Scadery, folio, 
1brahim or the illu{trious Baſſ#, the whole Work in 
four parts,writtenin French by Monſieur Scudery, 
and now Engliſh'd by Henry Cogan Gent. folzo. 
The Grand Scipio, an excellent new Romance, writ- 
ten in Erench by Monſieur de /ar Aorieze, and 
now rendred into Engliſh by G. H. folio. 

Eliſe or Innocency guilty, a new Romance, tranſlated 
into Engliſh by Fo. Fennings Gent, folio. 

Irarguagl di Parnaſſo ot advertiſements ſrom Par- 
naſſus in two Centuries with the Politick Touch- 
ſtone, written in Italian by that Famous Roman, 
Trajany Bocalini, and lately put into Engliſh by 
the Honourable Earl of 2fonmouth, third-Edition 
folio. \ 

Delight in ſeveral Shapes drawn to the life in fix plea- 

fant Hiſtories by the Elegant pen of that Famous 
Spaniard author of Dor Quixot, folio, 

The Hiſtory of the moſt Noble and Renowned King- 
dom of Naples,with the Dominions thereunto an- 
nexed, and the Lives of all their Kings, illultrated 
with the Effigies of the Kings, and armes of all 
the Provinces. by Fames Howel Eſquire, folio. 

The Hiſtory of the Iſland, of Barbadves, illuſtrated 

' witha Mapofthe Iſland, as alſo the principal Trees 
and Plants there, ſet forth in their due proporti- 
on and ſhapes, drawn out by their ſeveral and re- 
ſpective ſcales, together with the Ingenio that 
makes the Sugar, with the plots of the ſeveral 
Houſes, Rooms and other Places that are uſed in 
the whole proceſs of Sugar-making, v:z. the 
Grinding Room, the Boiling Room, the Filling 
Room, the Curing Houſe, Still Houſe, and Fur- 
naces all deſcribed in Copper Plates, by Richard 
Lioon Gent. folio, 

Mofaical Philoſopizy grounded on the Efſential Truth 
or Eternal Sapience, written by Reber: Flud Dr. 
of Phylick, folio, 

The State of Chriitendom giving a perfect and cx- 
act account of many Political Intrigues and ſecret 
Myſteries of State, practiſed in molt of the Courts 
of Exrope, with an account of their ſeveral Claims, 
Intereits and Pretenſions, written by the renown- 
ed Sir Henry Wotten Kt. ſometime Ambaſſadour 
in ordinary to the moſt Serene Republick of Ye- 
nice, folio. : 

The Anatomy of Melancholy, what it is, with all the 
Kinds, Cauſes, Symptoms ,- Prognofticks and 


Books Printed for and Sould by Peter Parker, at the Leg a 
Star right againſt the Reyal Exchange in Cornhnll, 


ſeveral Sections, Members and Sub-ſetions; Phi- 

loſophically , Medicinally, Hiſtorically opened 

and cut up by Democritzs junior, with a Satyri- 

O_— conducing to the following diſcourſe, 
olio. 

A German Diet or the Ballance - of Emrope, 
wherein the Power and Weakneſs, Glory and 
Reproach, Vertues and Vices, Plenty and Want, 
Advantages and Defects, Antiquity and Moderns 
of all the Kingdoms and States of Chriſtendom are 
impartially poiz'd, at a ſolemn convention of ſome 
German Princes, in ſundry elaborate Orations pro 
& con, made fit for the Meridian of Eng/and, by 
Fames Howel Eſquire, Folio. | | 

A Comentary on Antoninus his Itinerary,or Journeys 

of the Roman Empire, ſo far as it concerneth Zr :- 
tain, whercin the firſt foundation of our Cities, 
Laws, an+Government according to the Roman 
policy are clearly diſcovered, whence all ſucceed- 
ing ages have drawn their -originall, The ancient 
Names of their Garriſons within this Iſland are re- 
{tored to the modern, with their Sites and true 
Diftances, their Military wayes, and walls, with 
, many Antiquities, Medals, Inſcriptions and Urn's 
are recovered from the ruines of time. A work 
\very uſcful for all Hiſtorians, Antiquaries, Philo- 
logiſts, and more particularly for the Students of 
the Law, by Wil:am Burtcn Batchelor of Laws. 

Coralbo, A new Romance, in three Books, written in 

Italian by Cavalier G:0 Franceſco B:ondi,and now 

faithfully rendred into Engliſh, folio. 

Maximes of State and Government, in divers politick 

diſcourſes, written in Italian by Parlo Paruta A 

Noble Venetian, Engliſhed by a perfon of Ho- 

nour, Folio. | | [* 

An exact Hiſtory of the late revolutions in Naples, 

and of their monſtrous ſucceſſes not to be paralle'd 

by any Ancient or Modern Hiſtory, publiſhed by 
the Lord Alexander Giraffi in Italian, and for the 
rareneſs of the ſubject made Engliſh, by Fames 

Howel Eſquire, folio. | 

AMunzinie his moſt exquiſite Academical diſcourſes 

upon ſeveral ſclect Subjects,turned into French by 

that famons Wit Monſieur de Scudery Governor 
of Noſtre-Dame, and Engliſhed by an Honoura- 
ble Lady, 4to. 

B:athanatos, adeclaration of that Paradox or Theſis 

that Self-homicide is not ſo naturally fin that it may 

never be otherwiſe, wherein the Nature and the 

Extent of all thoſe Law's which ſeem to be viola- 

ted by this act are diligently ſurvey'd, written by 

Fohn Donn, D. D. and Dean of St. P.z:ls, Lon 

don, 4to. 

The Country mans Recreation or the Art of Plant- 

. ing, Grafting and Gardening, in 3 Books, 4to. 

A Treatiſe againſt Recuſants, written by Sir Robert 

Cotton Knt. 4to. | 

Unheard of Curioſities concerning the T alismanical 

Sculpture of the Perſians, the Horoſcope of the 


ſeveral Cures of it, in three partitions with their 


Patriarchs, and the reading of the Starrs, written in 
; French 


French by Zames Gaffarel, Engliſhed by Edmund 
Chilmead Maſter of Arts and Chaplain of Chrit- 
Church in O-cfora, large octavo. 

The unlawfulneſs of Subjects taking up Arms againſt 
their Sovereign in what caſe ſoever, written by 
Dudley Drggs Gent, late Feilow of All-Souls Col- 
ledge in Oxford, large Octavo. 

| Select and choiſe obſervations concerning the Roman 
and Greek Emperours, the firſt eighteen by Ed- 
ward Leigh Maiter of Arts, of JMagdalen-Hall 
in Oxford; the others added by his Son Henry 
Liegh Maſter of Arts of the ſame Houſe, allo cer- 
tain choiſe French Proverbs Aphabetically diſpo- 
ſed and exemplified, large octavo. 

AMirza, a Tragedy real}y acted in Perſia in the laſt 
age,illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Annotations, by the 
Author R, Baron Eſquire large octavo. 


Lucans Pharſalia,or the Civil Warrs of Rome, be- | 


tween Pompey the Great, and Falizs Ceſar, an 
Hiſtorical poem continued till the death of Fl: 
Ceſar, Engliſhed by Tho. May Eſquire, otavo. 

Aorbus Polyrhizos and Polymorpheus, a Treatiſe of 
the Scurvy, Examining the different opinions 
and practices of the moſt ſolid and grave writers 
concerning the Nature and Cure of this Diſea'e, 
evicting conſiderable Errors in the Theory and 
Practice, and determining the whole matter from 
the lateſt Experiments and beſt obſervations, with 
a true account of Tobacco,rclatinz to this Diſeaſe, 
by Everard Manwairing Dr. in Phylick, large 
Octavo. | 

Fuvenals Sixteen Satyres, or a Survey of the Man- 
ners, and Actions of Mankind, with Arguments, 
Marginal Notes and Annotations, clcaring the ob- 
ſcure places out of the Hiſtory, Laws and Cere- 
monies of the Romans, by Sir Robert Stapleton 
Knight, large oCtavo. 

The Secretary in Faſhion, or an Elegant and Com- 
pendious way of writing all mauner of letters com- 
poſed in French, by the Sicur de 1a Serre, chicf 
Hiſtoriographer to the King of France with the 
new Complements and Elegancies of the French 
Tongue, large octavo. 

Zooroun or obſervations on the preſent Manners of 
the Engliſh, briefly :\natomizing the living by the 
dead, with an uleful deteGtin of the Mounte- 
banks of both Sexes, by Richard Whitlock M.D, 
late Fellow of 21/-Souls Colledge in Oxford, 80. 

Lucaſta Poſthume, Pocms of Richard Lovelace Ef- 
quire, octavo. 

The Paſſion of Didofor Eneas,as it is incomparably 
expreſt in the 4th. book of Y:r2:1, tranſlated by 
Edward Waller Eſquire, octavo. 

Heſperides or the works both Humane and Divine of 
Robert Herick Eſquire, large oCtavo. 

Regale leftum miſerie, or aKingly-bed of miſery, in 
which is contained a dream, with an Elegie upon 
the Martyrdome of Charles late King of England 
of bleſſed Memory, and another upon the right 
Honourable the Lord Capel, with a Curſe againſt 
the Enemies of Peace,and the Authors farewcll to 
England, by Fohn Quarles, oCtavo. 

The Rape of Lucrece committed by T arquin the 
ſixth, and the remarkable judgements that befell 
bim for it, by that incomparable Maſter of our 
Engliſh Poetry William Shakeſpeare Gentleman. 
whereunto is annexed the Baniſhment of Targquin 
or the reward of Luſt, by Fehz Quarles, otavo. 

Hiſtoricall Contemplations, as alſo Scriptural and oc- 


Books Sould by Peter Parker. 


| 


caſional obſervations with their Divine improve- 
mentsand applications, by Caleb Trenchfield Ma- 
{ter of Arts, octavo. 
Olor 1ſcanus or a ColleCtion of ſome ſeleft Poems 
and tranſlations, written by Henry Vauan Si- 
rul:ſt, oCtavo. 


The life of Adam, written in Italian by Grovanno ' 


Franceſco Loredano a Venetian Noble man, and 
rendred into Engliſh by F. S. oCtavo. 

The Roman Hiitory of Lucius Florus, beginning with 
the life of Romulus, firſt King of the Komans,and 
ending with Auguſtus Ceſar, octavo. 

Men-miracles with other Poems, by Mr. Llaellin 
Student of Chriſts Colledye in Oxford, oftavo. 

Warr practically perform'd, ſhewing all the requi- 
ſits belonging to a Land Army in Battles, Seiges 
and Sea-fights, deduced from Ancient and Modern 
diſcipline, by the Experience of Captain Nath, 
Boteler, oCtavo, 

Six new Plays, viz, The Brothers, the Siſters, the 
Doubtful Heir, the Impoſture, the Cardinal, the 
Court ſecret, written by Fames Shirley,large 8” 

The Gentleman of Yenice, oftavo. 

The Polititian, both by F4mes Shirley,octavo. 

Poems by Thomas Staxiey Eſquire, oftavo. 

Romulu; and T arquin, written in Italian by the Mar- 
queſs Yirgilio Malvezzi, Engliſh by Zerry Earl 

_ of Afonmouth, 12? - 

The chicf events of the Monarchy of Spain in the 
year 1639. by the Marqueſfle Y:rgilio Malvezi, 
tranſlated into Engliſh out of-Italian, by Roberr 

. Gentults Gent, 129 7 

Fragmenta Regalia or obſervations on the late Queen 
Elizabeth her times and favourites, written by Sir 
Robert Naunton, Maſter of the Court of Wards. 
twelves. | 

The Key to Hiſtory or a moſt methodical Abridge- 
ment of the four chief Monarchies Babylon, Perſia 
Greece and Rome;being a general and compendious, 
Chronicle fromthe flood, digeſted into three 
Books, whereunto is added a marginalChronology 
of every Roman Empcrours Reign, together with 
brief illuſtrations upon the moſt obſcure names, 
Places and Offices, written in Latin by the learn- 
ed Fohn Sleidan and now put into Engliſh,twelves. 

The Hiſtory of Yalentines,written in French by 7ohr: 
Peter Camus Lord and Biſhop of Belley, a Prince 
of the Empire, and Councellor to Lewzs XIII. now 
taught Engliſh,twelves. 

The Tragi-Comical Hiſtory of Alexto and Angelira, 
containing the progreſs of a zealous, candid and 
Maſculine Love, with a various mutability of a 
Feminine affection, together with Loves Juſtice 
thereupon, by Alexander Hart Eſquire, twelves. 

The new help to diſcourſe, or Wit, Mirth and Jollity, 
intermixt with more ſerious matters,conſitting of 
pleaſant Aſtrological;A'tronomical, Philoſophical, 
Grammatical, Phyſical, Chyrurgical,Hittorical, 
Moral and Poetical Queſtions and Anſwers, with 

ſeveral other varieties intermixt,together with the 
Country mans guide, by I, W. twelves, | 

The Womens ſharp revenge,or an anſwer to Sir Sel- 
dom Sober.that wrote thoſe railing Pamphlets, the 
Juniper and Crab-Tree I.cecture, &c, being a full 
confutation of thoſe books, with an Apology for 
the defence ofus Women,by ary T atie-well and 
Foan Hit-him-home, Spiniters, twelves. 
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many Furlongs from Babylon, two Stran, | the Stranger, finding by thoſe firſt ſtroaks the va- 

gers alighted from their Horſes, under\| lor of that new Enemy, loſt the care of anothers 

certain Trees, whoſe thick Leafineſs caſt | ſafety, to think of his own preſervation. True it 
a very pleaſing ſhade. He of the two, who by | is, that the ſhame of offending a man, who had al- 
the richneſs of his arms, and the reſpect the other | ready an Enemy to fight with, made him for ſome 
bore him, appeared to be the Maſter , unbuckled | time ftand upon the defenſive ; but ſeeing himſelf 
his Head-piece ; and lying down upon the Graſs bu- | preſſed with ſo much vehemence by one whom he 
ricdall the diſquicts that troubled him, in a profound | had not injured ; and ſeeing the danger into which he 
fleep. But ſcarce had he taſted the firſt ſweetneſs of | did precipitate himſelf, by uy an —_ a- 
it, when by the other that accompanied him, and | gain(t whom he ſtood in need of all his force, he had 
by a ſudden noiſe, interrupted in his repoſe; pre- | almoſt forgottenall conſiderations; when he ſaw ten 
ſently ſtarting up, he took his Horſe and Cask a- | or twelve Horſemen, who coming up to them full 
gain, and advanced upon the fide of the great High- | ſpeed, and having known the Combatants, took 
way, whence he was newly come, to know the | thepart of him that was wounded, whom his weak- 
cauſe of it. He ſoon perceived it by the firſt object | neſs had already made buta looker on; and two of 
that preſented it ſelf, which was a Combat of two | the company having drawn him aſide, to carry him 
Cavaliers, in whom he inſtantly obſerved-all the | off to Babyloz, all the rett fell furiouſly upon him in 
marks of an unuſual valour, and great animoſity : | the black arms, killing his Horſe with ſeven or eight 
their Javelins, ſhivered in an hundred pieces under wounds, which made him fall uponthe place. Yet 
their Horſes feet,had given place unto their ſwords, | was he not ſo ſurpriſed, but that he diſ-engaged 
which they made uſe of with ſo much rage, and ſo | himſelf from his Stirrups, and having an invincible 
little caution, that he quickly judged the deſign of | courage, he ſet himſelf in a readineſs to diſpute his 
aſſaulting cach other, had, in thoſe two Warriours, | life generouſly againſt them :* When the Stranger 
quite extinguiſhed the care of defending themſelves ; | ſeeing the inequality of the Combat, and deteſting 
and that to each, the loſs of his Enemies life was much | ſuch exceſſive odds; cryed out, Thy enciwility ſhall 
more dear, or much more important, than the con- | not make me fail ro do what becomes me ; and ſince 
ſervation of his own. Till then the fight had balan- | rhou haſt more valour than courteſue, I for thee, will 
ced in the uncertainty of any advantage on either | hazard that life which thou would'ſt have taken 
ſide, when one of them ( whoſe black arms and | fromme : And at theſe words, falling in with a mar- 
plume of the ſame colour, witneſſed the grief that | vellous readineſs among thoſe tFat were newly come, 
was in his heart) ruſhed upon his Enemy with ſuch | he laid two of them at his fect, with the two firſt 


Lt] - the Bank of the River Euphrates, not | charged him with ſo much readineſs and force, that 


fury, that by giving him two or three great wounds, | blows he made, and gave him that was diſmounted 


he made him doubt of his ſafety ; and preſſing him | leiſure to leap upon one of their Horſes, and to come 
the more eagerly as he found him grow weaker, had | up to him, which he did with a wonderful dexterity. 
then without queſtion finiſhed a Combat, which | This Cavalier ſecing himſelf relieved with ſo much 
ſeemed too, tedious to his revenge, if he who was | generoſity, by a man whom he had uſed ſo ill, at 
the Spectatour of it had not caſt himſelf between,to | firſt admired his vertue ; but he became anldolater 
part them ; praying them to hold their hands, with | of it, when he ſaw him lay two more of his Enemies 
the moſt civil intreaties he thought he could uſe. in | dead upon the ground, and charge the reſt withſo 
that encounter, But he in the black arms, whom | marvellous a courage, that he ſeemed not to have a- 
ny need of his helpto defeat them all; but in con- 
cluſion, having vigorouſly ſeconded him, and he 
that accompanicd the Stranger being joyned to his 


his Enemy, and whom the hope of Victory had al- 
ready made confident ,” cryed. out with a terrible 
voice; * Whoſoever thou art, unleſs thou bea Pro- | Maſter, they fought all three with ſo great valour, 
*tector of crimes, and an Enemy to vertue, and un- | and ſo good fortune, that in a ſhort time, they for- 
<leſs thou wilt draw upon thy ſelf the hatred both of | ced thoſe who could eſcape; to ſeek their ſafety in the 
* the Gods and Men,oppoſe not the deſtruction of the , ſpeed of their Horſes. 
*molt cruel and diſloyal - man that ever was. And They ſtaid upon the place without purſuing them, 
ſeeing him perſiſt in the deſign of patting them, he | ard the Stranger feeling his Porſe fail, by _ of 
B ome 
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liberty that was nothing 


ſome wound he had received, forſook his back,and 
leapt lightly to the ground ; which he whom he had 
relieved perceiving,he alightedalſo from his, & put- 
ting up the, Beaver of his « wy wtny to ſalute him 
with a civility very different from h 

The Stranger was much taken with his graceful faſhi- 
on, and when he ſaw his face at a nearer diſtance,ob- 
ſerv'd ſomthing in it that was not utterly unknown to 
him ; ſo forgetting all manner of enmity,he embraced 
him with a verygreat aſtection.* Generous Stranger, 
*({aid the other)or rather the moſt vertuous of men,if 
© my life were dear to mel ſhould be obliged to him 
© that had preſerved it;but how great occaſion ſoever I 
© have to hate it, and what dcſign ſoever I had to loſe 


Fit, I will forget both to ſatisfie my en:agement, . 


© 2nd will no more diſpoſe ofa thing which you have 
fo gloriouſly acquired, and which I ought to em- 
© p'oy onely for your ſervice. My love to your 
*yerrue tyes me much more ſtrongly than the obli- 
© gation I have to you: and the knowledge you 
©have given me of it, makes me hope for pardon of 
©an incivility, to which my juit anger and deſpair 
*tranſported me; You will without doubt excuſe 
© it, when you ſhall hear the cauſe, and will judge 
© you have not more obliged me by mine own fſate- 
©*ty, than you have injur'd me in that of the Traitor 
© Perdiccas, The Stranger by this Diſcourſe, and 
by the name of Perdiccas, judging of that perſons 
quality, repaid his civilities with intereit, and {triv- 
ing to recall the old 7dea's, which time had almoſt 
blotted out of his remembrance, he ſhewed ſo much 
the deſire he had to know him, that the other mark- 
ing his impatience : * I ſhould be -ingrateful, (ſaid 
© he) If I ſhould bide his name, whoſe heart ſhall 
Enever be hidden from. you; I am the unfortunate 
© Lyfimachs, and now more unfortunate than ever, 
<ſfince I am con({trained to prolong my miſerable lite, 
*to acquit my ſelf of what I owe to you This 
name of Lyſimachus did abſolutely open the Stran- 
gers eyes; and looking intentively upon him, he 
no longer doubted but that he was the ſame, whom 
he had ſeen appear with ſo much fplendor in the 
. Court of Alexander the Great ; he prais'd the Gods 
in his heart, for the opportunity they had given him, 
to ſerve ſo vertuous a perſon; but not being willing 
to diſcover himſelf yet unto him, he only replied, 
The name of Zyſimachus is ſo famous, as that of 
© Alexander the Great is hardly more, and one mu:t 
© never have heard ſpeak of His life,to be ignorant of 
*the wonders of Yours. I did not expect unto my 
© ſelf ſo glorious an event of this encounter ; and the 
© ſatisfaction I receive thereby makes me forget the 
© relt of my misfortunes. Lyſimachu: anſwered ſo' 
obliging words, with all the kindneſs that can be u- 
ſed in a moſt perfect friendſhip; whereof having 
made reciprocal promiſes, and confirming their pro- 
miſes with an infinite number of prote{tations, Zy/#- 
mach conlidered that Stranger with the ſame aimi- 
ration he had done during -the fight ; and truly his 
aſtoniſhment was not without a very juit cauſe, ſince 
the Gods had endowed him with all the moſt excel- 
lent parts: that can render a perſon accompliſhed ; 
his face was marvellouſly handſome ; and through a 
beauty which had nothing of effeminate, one might 
obſerve ſomething ſo Martial, ſo ſparkling, and fo 
 Majeſtick, as might in all hearts make an impreſſi- 
on'oof Love, Fear, and Reſpect at once ; his ſtature 
exceeded that of the talleſt men, bnt the proportion 
of it was wonderfully exact, and all the motions of 
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his body hada grace 
common : his age ſcemed to be then about ſix or ſe- 
ven and twenty; the Sun-burn and toil of a long 
journey had alittle 't4ken off the luſtre of his former 
beauty; and the length and negligence of his hair 
ſufficiently teſtified the little care he had topreſerve 
himſelf, But this forgetfulneſs of a thing, which 
the importance of his attairs and the accidents of his 
life had conſtrained him to deſpiſe, hindred not Lyſs- 
machus from obſerving ſo fair remainders of beauty, 


that he conſidered him as an extraordinary perſon ; 


and the union of ſo many excellent parts,added to 
the obligation he had to him, imprinted ſo true an 
aftection in his heart, as neither length of years, nor 
the accidents which after happen'd to them, were 
ever able to diminiſh. All things contributed unto 
it, they were alike inage ; the graceful behaviour 
of Lyſimachu: yielded little to that of the Stranger ; 
and if an exceeding deep ſadneſs had not ſomething 
impaired it, there would have been-but little diffe- 
rence, The Stranger who by common fame, and 
by what he had ſeen of it himſelf, was already well 
acquainted with his vertue, diſcovering with more 
heedfulneſs, as with more intcre:t than before, ſo 
many rare qualities in him, conceived a very high 
eſteem of his perſon, :nd madeno refiitance againit 
the powerful inclination which he felt rake birth in 
him, toward a man {o conſiderable. Afﬀer their 
aſtoniſhment was paſt over, and that they were 
come to themſelves, out of the extafie in which the 
merits of each other had mutually held them : the 
Stranger beginning to ſpeak, * If Ifearcd not( /a:4 
© he to .yſimachus) that my curioſity might diſpleaſe 
© you, I would ask the cauſe of that hatred, which 
© you ſhew you bear againſt Peraiccas; fince know- 
© ing the reputation of you both, I never heard but 
© that you livedin the Court of Alexander the Great, 
* with 'very good correſpondence ; and I but now 
*ſaw you ſo furionſly exaſperated againſt him, that 
*the knowledge I have of your moderation makes 
*me judge, ſo great an animolity is cauſed by great- 
*errcaſons, Here it was that Lyſmachw's conttancy 
vaniſhed, and his tears overflowed with ſo much vio- 
lence, that it wasa long time before he could anfwer 
him ; and afſoon as he was able to ſpeak again, lift- 
ing his eyes up mournfully to Heaven: © Great 


© Gods, (cryed be) ſince you have permitted me to 


ſurvive the greateſt perfection you ever ſent into 
©this world; If you deitine me not to revenge thoſe 
{illuſtrious perſons, add not one minute to this life, 
© which Ido but lanpuiſh in with horror, and which I 
can draw out no {onger without ſhame. You 0- 
© blige me, (continued he with an infinite number of 
* ſighs) by believing 1 have ſo much moderation, as 
* not to precipitate my ſelf with ſo blind a rage, in- 
© to a Combat, the cauſe whereof were ſlight or 
* common: but I have ſo weighty an one, that it 
<is impoſſible for me to expreſs the lea{t part of it ; 
© and it ſhall ſatisfie me to tell you, I proſecute that 
© infamous Perdiccas, as the murtherer, or rather 
©the butcherer of the fair Queen S:a:yra, Widow 
©to Alexander the Great, and of the Divine Part- 
© {att her filter, Widow to his dear Hepheſizon. He 
companied theſe few words with ſo many tears, and 
doleful lamentations, that any other heart except 
that Strangers, would thereby have been touched 
with compaſſion ; but his being too ſcnſible for it ſelf, 
to take heed to the actions of Lyſmachws, he only 


changed colour twice or thrice, and looking _ 
im 
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| him with a wandring eye, * Zyſomachus, ( ſaid be) 


© which was deareſt to him. 
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Book. I. 


<1 conjure .you by all the Gods, tell me true, 1s 
© Queen Sraryra dead ? It is but too truc, ſhe 15, 
(replyed Lyſimachvs ). ard if you wall hear her end wn 
© x few words: know, That as ſoon as Aicxanaer 
© the Great was dead, pityleſs Roxana, who during 
< the life of that great Prince had been racked with 
« 2n horrible jealouſic of her, giving Order that that 
© poor Princeſs (who was at that time retired with 
cher ſiſter to the Caſtle of Calcs) ſhould not be ad- 
< yertiſed of his death; wrote Letters in the name 
© of the deceaſed King, earneſtly perſwading her to 
© come with ſpeed to Babylon, And to givea octter 
«foundation to that treachery , ſhe, and Perdiccas 
£ ſealed them, with the Ring which that great Prince 
< as he lay dying had putinto the hands of that dif- 
<loyal man, and which he ſhould have made uſe of 
© to another purpoſe, than the deſtruction of that 
Thus were theſe inno- 
© cent Ladies drawn into the-ſnare which had been 
© ſet for them ; and that very day this cruel Wo- 
© man, and that horrible Murtherer, cauſing them 


< to be killed in their preſence, caſt their fair bodies 


tnto two Wells, and covered them with a great 


© number of ſtones. The Stranger ſtaid not for the 


end of this Relation, but lifting up his eyes to Hea- 
ven, © Great Gods, ( ſaid he, with a tone quite dif- 
© ferent from his ordinary voice ) to day it is that I 
'Ereceive the effects of your promiſes, and that after 
©ten years. perſecution, you grant me the repoſe 
tyou have made me hope for in theſe Countries. 
And at theſe words, after having looked upon Lyſi- 
machu, with an affrighted countenance, in which 
death was already naturally painted, he drew his 
Sword, and ſetting the point of it where the defect 
of his arms gave way, threw himſelf ſo ſuddenly 
upon it, that neither Lyſemachus nor his Squire had 
means to hinder him, and fell at their fect weltring 
ina River of his own blood. 

At the noiſe he made in his fall, and-at the cry of 
his Squire, -Lyſimachus ſtart out of the deep ſtudy, 
in which the renewing of his griefs had buried him, 
and helping the Squire, who in deſpair of that acci- 
dent, diſ-armed his poor Maſter with cryes of a 
man beſides himſelf , mingled his tears with his, 
with ſo great teſtimony of grief, as made him judge 
that his friendſhip was already exceeding ſtrong, e- 
ven in its very birth, When he was unarmed, they 
found he breathed ſtill; and obſerving his wound 
as heedfully as the trouble they were in would per- 
mit, they ſw that the Sword (not having ſeconded 
his defign) had flipt along his Cuirafſe, and had on- 
ly paſſed flanting between.his Ribs: this making 
them conceive ſome hope of him, cauſed them to 
apply all their cares to ſtanch his blood, the loſs 
whereof had already ſo weakned him, that he had 
almoſt no longer ffrength to move. While they 
were buſied about this neceſſary ofhice, the Gods 
ſentthem two good hone{t Country-men, who ſce- 
ng them in thar condition, andtouched with compaſ- 
ſion at fo ſad an object, charitably offered them 
their affiftance. Lyſimachas praiſed the Heavens 
for that happy chance ; and having learnt from them 
that their Houſe was in a Wood, not above twoor 
three hundred paces diſtant from thence, he reſolv- 
edto have him carried” thither, not thinking in that 
change of affairs,that there was much ſafety for ci- 
ther of them in Babylonzthe Squire moreover having 
told him, there were powerful conſiderations, which 
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ſhould hinder his Maſter from Tetiriogthither. This 
Reſolution being taken, they put him-upon the 
Squires Horſe, .he getting behind tokeep himup ; 
and holding an'Handkerchicf upon his wound, they 
began to follow the two Country-men. But before 
they arrived at their Houſe, Lyſineachus ſpeaking #9 
the elder: © Friend, ( ſa:d be ) it is for thy good 
© fortune, if thou knoweft how to make uſe of it, 
* that the Gods have ſent thee this encounter ; and 
©if thou kcepeit that fidelity to us, which we hope 
* for from thee, thou haſt found an opportunity to 
* enrich thy ſelf. The Country man having made 
froteitations to him in very handfome Language, 

Lyfiwachus faw he was an underitanding man ; and 
having alſo drawn Oaths from him that he would 
not betray them, he commanded him to:go to Baby- 

lon, and having furniſhed him with all the directions 

and inſtructions that were neceflary, he gave him 

alſo two Rings, bidding him keep one of them 

for himſelf, and give the other as a token tu hig 

Phyfitian {mznras, and ſome others of his ſervants, 

which he thought he ſhould need in thatretirement, 

with order to come preſently along with him, and 

bring all things that were needful for them, as well 

to cure the Stranger, as to defray their expences. - 
Then having above all things enjoyn'd him fecrecy, 

he ſent him away ; and being guizied by the other, 

who was his ſon, came at lait to the Houſe, where. 
preſently they were well received by Women they 

found there ; who being informed by the young man 

concerning the-liberality and quality of their gueſts, 

offered themſelyes to ſerve them with all man- 

ner of diligence ; after which they laid the poor 

wounded Stranger in bed, loſs of blood having al- 

_ deprived him of all ſtrength and know- 

ledge. 

Though Lyſimachus misfortunes gave him matter 
of deſpair, and that being not to be comforted him- 
ſelf, he was little capable of comforting or helping 
another ; yet his obligation to that Stranger, and the 
intereſt he believed he had in a miſchief which he had 
occaſioned by his Diſcourſe, adding to the inclinati- 
ons he had already towards him, and to the incite- * 
ments of his own vertue, made him reſulve notto 
forſake him; but to ſuſpend the remembrance of his 
own unhappineſs, that he might give him aſſiſtance 
tothe uttermoſt, Afterwards coming to make re- 
flection upon the cauſe of that accident,” and kow 
powerfully the itranger was concerned in the death 
of the Princeſs of Perfia, he could not divine the 
cauſe of it ; and expecting till he could learn it,either 
from himſelf or from his Squire, he confirmed him- 
ſelf in the friendſhip he had vowed to him, gueſſing 
by the proofs he had, that they were companions in 
fortune, and that the deſpair of both proceeded from 
the ſame cauſe, 227; 20 | 

He was taken off from\theſe thoughts by the re- 
& Phylitian Amintas, ac- 
companied with ſome Chir: rgions, and other fer- 
vants he had ſent for ; Lyſtmachus praiſed their dili- 
gence, and- having recommended the Strangers 
health to his Phyſitian, would necds ſee his wound 
ſearched. Afoon as Am:inras had probed it, he 
juiged it not dangerous; and affuring his Maſter 
of his recovery, filled him with as much joy: as he 
was capable to receive, The faithful Squire was 
quite tranſported at it, and waited upon thoſethat. 
endeavoured his Majtcrs cure, with fuch « Zealas 
did viſibly demonitrate vis affection towards Tum. 
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' ing taken a light ſupper,and recommended the hurt 
Stranger to thoſe that had the careof him,. he went 
to bed, and till it was day, reſted as much ashis *' 


The Chirurgions' having applied the firſt remedies 
to his wound, poured a certain cordial into his 
mouth, which within a while after made him reco- 
ver his ſpirits, ſight, and knowledge. . When he 


-\vas. come out of his ſwoon, he fixed his eyes upon | 


«the firſt objects that preſented themſelves unto him; 
{andſeeing himſelf encompaſſed by Lyfimachus, his 
Squire, and thoſe that had dreſſed him, he for ſome 
time conſidered both the place where he was, and 
the perſons that were preſent ; and doubting of the 
truth of the buſineſs, he turned his eyes ſlowly upon 
thoſe that were neareſt him; and having lookt upon 
them awhile without; ſpeaking, © Cruel Enemies, 
©( ſaid he, with a weak, voice )) what have done 
© to you that you ſhould perſecute me with ſo much 
© inhumanity ? Then fecling the pain of his wound, 
helaid his hands upon it, and would have torn off 
the Swathes, if Zaſimachus knowing his deſign had 
*not ſeized upon them, eaſily holding him by reaſon 
:of his weakneſs. The Stranger ſeeing himfelf hin- 
dred from his Reſolution, lookt firſt upon him with 
a threatning eye ; and then finding himſelf too weak 
to execute what he had in his mind, he ſtrove to 


move him by ſome tears'which ran down his cheeks, 


and might have obtained any thing elſe of him, ex- 


- cept what they demanded. Lyſzmachus nearly 
touched with compaſſion, alledged all the Reaſons 


that might diſſwade him from his deſpair ; and ſee- 
ing he vouchſafed not to hear them, and that 
inthe end it would be impoſſible to force him to live, 
he reſolved to try if point of Honour could work 
him to his own preſervation. *Sir ( ſaid he, with a 
© more reſolute voice than before ) till nowl believed 
© you vertuous, but at laſtyou forceme to tell you,you 
< injure the proofs you have given of it,by a manifeſt 
© unworthineſs ; and I conjure you by all the Gods, 
©( continued he ) and by the memory of the Prin- 
© ceſſes of Perſia ( if it be true, that you did love 
© them) to affilt me in the revenge | muſt takeof their 
*deaths; deſiring you to live but ſo long, as to tear 
© away the lives of their Murtherers; for whom I 
©find my ſelf too weak without your help: both 
© theyand Ido beg it of you; and if you be as much 
© concerned in their loſs as you would have it believ- 
<ed, know that you cannot die but ignominiouſly, if 
© youdo not at leaſt endeavour it, as well for your 
© own honour as their ſatisfaction : -1 have as much 
© cauſe todye as you can have ; and ſince in this ex- 
© tremity it is no longer time to conceal it, know that 
<T would not have out lived the Princeſſe Pariſarzs, 
<if I had not believed my ſelf obliged to ſatisfic her 
©Gholt by the blood of thoſe that raviſhed her from 
©me. This Diſcourſe. had ſo much power over the 
mind of this deſperate * Stranger, that having ma- 
turely weighed it, he was aſhamed. of the deſire he 
had before to dye, without revenge, and witneſſed 
his repentance to Lyſimachus by theſe words. © You 
<« have overcome, Lyſmachus, but remember the 
<« time you have demanded, and never defire me to 
<« lengthen it : In the interim, Araxes ſhall tell you 
<« the cauſe of my deſpair ; and neither conceal from 
<« you the name nor life of the miſerable companion 
<« of your misfortunes. ' After theſe words, he no 
longer oppoſed the will of the Chirurgeons ; and 
being forbidden to ſpeak for ſome few daies, Ly/z- 
machus reſolved to ſpend that time in learning the 
whole Hiſtory ofa Life, which he judged to be full 
of very remarkable accidents. But becauſe the 
night was already a good way advanced, after hav- 


him all the particulars of his life. 


ng at's 44 Sg A 4 wi 
_ 
oy 


griefs would ſuffer him. 

The next morning afſoon as he was up, he enqui-” 
red after the health of the wounded Stranger ; and 
being told he was aſleep, he led his Squire into a 
garden, which the Maſter of the Houſe kept trim'd 
with very great care; the beauty whereof was ex- 
traordinary for one of his condition, being fitted 
with all things that could make a place delightful. 
When they were come into it, they walk'd a while 
in the ſhade of a pleaſant Alley ; and after they had 
taken a few turns, Lyſimachus through a Hedge 
which parted two Walks, heard the yoice of two 
perſons diſcourfing together ; and having lent an ear 
with ſome attention, he diſcern'd that of old Pole- 
701 their Landlord, who ſpoke on this manner : «<1 
*< am not able to clear your doubts, Caſſandra, but 
«time and the abode you will make in this place may 
« ealily reſolve them; for my partTI will labour in it 
« all thatI can pofſibly, and protelt to you by all the 
« Gods, 1 will ſpare neither my endeavours,no,nor 
<« my lifeit ſelf for your contentment. 'In the mean 
« time, ſtrive to ſettle your mind, both from your 
« frights and your afflictions, and believe that Caſ- 
« ſandra's vertue is too conſiderable to the Gods, to 
«let it lye any longer under thoſe misfortunes 
« that perſecute it. Polcwon making a itop at theſe 
words, the other with whom he talked, after two or 
three ſighs, which were over-heard by Lyſmmachus, 
was in probability ready to make anſwer, when 
both being come to the ends of their ſeveral Allies, 
met at theentry into another, which went croſs them. 
This encounter made Lyſemechus ſee, that it was a 
woman of very fair itature,cloathed almoſt ina meer 
Country habit, who was diſcourſing with Polemon ; 
This was all he could diſcern ; and ſhe who defired 
no witneſſes of her converſation, ſeeing her ſelf ſur- 
priſed by that Company, turned her back to him as 
ſuddenly as well ſhe could, and walking haſtily away, 
went out of the Gardenata little door that led into 
a high Wood, which grew cloſe by the wall, LZy- 
ſimachu in whom the conſideration of his own miſ- 
haps had extinguiſhed that curiofity which is natural 
to mankind, ſought no deeper into that adventure, 
nor enquired into a ſecret to which he was not called; 
only he lifted up his eyes to Heaven, ina reflection 
upon his own misfortunes, occaſioned by the re- 
membrance of anothers; andtaking Araxes by the 
hand, led him 1o a pleaſing Fountain, upon the 
edge whereof being fate down, and making him fit 
by him, he put him in mind of his Maſters com- 
mand, and prayed him very civilly to recount unto 
The Squire who 
had received ſuch order from his Maſter, and who of 
himſelf was willing to obey him, after having be- 
thought himſelfa while, began on this manner. 


@———— 
—— 


The Hiſtory of ORO ONDATES. 


N the Relation Iam to make you Sir, you will 
ſce the true picture of the inconſtancies of For- 
tune : and incemy Lords command, and the defire 
I have to ſatisfie you, engage me to the recital of a 
life through the whole courſe of it full of wonders, 


I will endeavour to acquit my ſelf as well as poſſibly 
| I can, 


Part-T. 


Book. 1. 


Ican. ' And becauſe it were very ſtrange, if length 
of time; and the variety- of our troubles, ſhould 
not have made part of the accidents that make it up, 
eſcape my memory ; I will endeavour to recal to 


"mind, the moſt remarkable on:s - and fincel have 


the liberty to do it,[ will diſcover to you things that 
are miraculous, and unkown to all the re!t of man- 
kind. - TT « 5 
Although my Maſters inability to perform it him- 
ſelf, had not conſtrained him to give this Commiſh- 
on to me, hewould have had very great reaſon how- 
ſocver ſo todo, fince that inthe miracles of his life, 
there have ſo many things paſſed to his advantage 
and glory, that his modeity would never have ſuf: 
fered him to relate them to the full. Beſides, Iam 
ſo well inſtructed in them, having been preſent at 
the greateſt part, and having learnt thoſe from his 
own mouth, of which I could not be an eye-witneſs, 
that even to the ſmalleſt particularities, I am not leſs 
knowing inthem than himſelf. | | 
His name is Oroondates, which without doubt 
would be more known to you than it 13, ifthe ne- 


ceſſity of his affairs had not obliged him almoſt ever | 
His birth is of the moit il]Juſtrious in 


to conceal it. 
the world, being the onely ſon and lawful heir of the 
greatKing of Scythia: ſo powerful, and ſo terrible 
to his Neighbours, that even Alexander the Great 
himſelf, to whom almoſt the whole Earth ſubmit- 
ted, never made attempt againſt him. (as your ſelf 
can tell better than [ ) but to his loſs and confuli- 
on. | 
As for the qualities of his mind, you will know 
them, when yuu have a little frequented his compa- 
ny ; and for his Perſon, you ſee what itis : yetl 
maytell you, that how graceful an outſide ſoever you 
obſerve in him, his Griefs,and the toilſomneſs of his 
Voyages, have taken off a great part of its excellen- 
cy, having appeared with ſo much luſtre, while 
Fortune ſmiled upon him, that even thoſe who were 
mot inſenſible, never beheld him with an indifferent 
eye. The King his Father finding in him from his 
very Infancy, the moſt excellent nature he could 
wiſh, and in a body marvellouſly handſome a ſoul 
capable of all gallant impreſſions, reſolved to nou- 
riſh both with ſo great care, that none ſhould be a- 
ble to reproach him, for not having contributed all 
that lay in him, to ſecond Nature who had ſo liberal- 
ly obliged him. It was about thattime tht I, with 
many others of my age, was given him for a witneſs 
and companion of his exerciſes : but as he ſurpaſſed 
us all in birth, ſo did he likewiſe quickly outſtrip us 
in the profit he made under his Maſters, «which was 
ſuch, as]I believe I may tel] yeu without falſhood, 
that when he was but fourteen years old he excelled 
in skilfulneſs, vigour, grace, and dexterity, ( ei- 
ther to ride a Horſe, dart a Javelin, and uſe all kind 
of arms; or in dancing, - ſinging, and playing up- 
on the Lyre,) both all: thoſe of his own time, and 
likewiſe all of former ages. Beſides the graces of 
his body, they that were near him obſerved much 
more advantageous ones in his manners, and conver- 
ſation : His diſcourſe, and all his actions made ap- 
pear the vivacity, and excellency of his wit ; his 
ſweetneſs and goodneſs were adored by the whole 
world, and indeed he ſought for nothins with ſo 
much care, as the occaſions of obliging vertuous 
perſons ; and when he met with them, he did it' fo 
handſomely, that his manner of obliging engaged 
them a great deal more than the obligation it ſelf. 
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His liberality was ſuch, that he kept nothing for him- 
ſelf; and from his earlieſt youth, he diſtributed all 
the Revenue allotted him for his ſports and plea- 
ſures, among" young Gentlemen of his own age, 


| with ſo much noblencſs ' and freedom, as made 
known ſufficiently, he took as great delight in giv- 


ing, as the moſt covetous perſons do in receiving. 
In ſhort, all his.actions, and all his thoughts, were 
truly Royal, andall Scythia with her'King, 'look- 
ed upon this rifing Sun, as the honour of his-Coun- 
try, and the propof its future glory and'gfeatneſs, 
To fay the truth, their hopes were not ill grounded, 
and you will give me leave to tell you by the way, 
that his manner of education was more'thani ordina- 
ry; and without doubt” you will think it ſtrange a- 
mons Scythians, whom you Grecians, Aacedoni- 
ans, and other more remote Provinces, have al- 
waies held for barbarous; cruel, uncivil, and ſuch 
as lived only according to the Law of Nature; and 
will confeſs to you, our forefathers were ſo; and 
that there are iti]l ſome far diſtant places ; where 
they yet retain ſomething 'of their ancient manners, 
and where they live with muth leſs politeneſs than 
ainongſt us, - But in the Courts of our Kings, in 
the Houſes of perſons of quality, and in our good 
Towns, they live with as much pomp as the Perſi- 
ans; arc as much civilized as the - Arhenians ; and 


| have the ſame Government that is among the Lace- 


demonians. Thomirts was one of the firit that redu- 
ced our ſtragling Scythians, within the compaſs of 
wall d Towns ; and thoſe that ſucceeded her labour- 
ed in it with ſo great induſtry, that within a while 


they brought that free, warlike people, void of all 


| craft, under the ſame Laws with the reſt of Exrope, 


ſo that I can aſſure you with truth, our great King 
Matthews doth at this day poſſeſs one of the greateſt, 
mot flouriſhing, and beſt govern'd Empires of the 

world, | | 
Butto return to my Prince, whoſe infancy I will 
forget, to paſs on to-an entertainment more worthy 
of you: At fifteen years old, he was of the ſtature 
of the talleſt men, and endowed ( beſides the dex- 
terity | have already ſpoke of ) with ſo extraordina- 
ry a {trength, that all the world admired the effets 
of it : he was of a very healthful conſtitution, pati- 
ent of cold, heat ; and all other - incom- 
modities, indefatigable on foot, or on horſe- 
back ; nay, to ſuch a degree, that at that age, he - 
had many times continued whole daies and nights 
compleatly arm'd, ani had already given many - 
proofs of 'an undaunted courage. 'He wanted no 
opportunities to ſhew them, for the implacable-War 
which was between the King his Father, -and'the 
King of Perſia, gave him a thouſand '6ccaſtons to 
exerciſe that matchleſs valour, wherewith the Gods 
had ——_ bleſſed him. Not but that:you have 
heard ſpeak of a War, the beginnings whereofare as 
ent as thoſe of this Empire, Cyr« the firſt Mo- 
narch of the Perſians, layd'the foundations of it ; and 
promiſing 'bimfelf the ſame facility in ſubduing that 
Warlike Nation, he had found in conquering the co- 
wardly ani effeminate' Zyds44s, periſh'd in the en- 
terpriſe with his whole Army. © Dari, firſt of that 
name, defjring to repair'that loſs, and the diſhonor 
of the Perſians; loſt an Army there of 100000 men ; 
and if this cruet War had' any. reſpite' during the 
'Reigns' of their Succefſors, it was' their mutual. 
wenknoy or the multiplicity'of their other affairs 
rather than any end of their diſcord, which gave 
CG WE 
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them that intermiſſion, But this old hatred being re- 
newed in thehearts of the late King Dar, and of 
the King my Soveraign, thoſe two exaſperated Mon- 
archs ſolemnized it by the death of ſo many thouſand 
men, that the Land of the 2Lafſagers will look white 
yet for many ages, with the bones of Perſians and 
Scythians, Which there ended unfortunately their 
daics 


It was in:theſe occaſions that young Oroondares 


| paſſed his apprentiſhip, and that being ſcarcely out of 


his Infancy he made himſelf famous in ſo many en- 
counters, by a thouſand aQtions of courage and di- 
ſcretion ; that the King his Father conſidering him as 
a man ſent miraculouſly from Heaven, the more to 
animate and improve him, did not think much, be- 
fore he was full ſeventeen, to give him the command 
of ſome part of his Cavalcy. V Ve had repulſed Da- 
Yiz4 to the hither ſide of the Araxs, ( who a while 
before. was entred in perſon into our Countries, 
where he had loſt fifty thouſand men) and welay up- 
onthe Bank ofthat River encamped and entrenced al- 
mo within ſight of one another, and fix'd in the e- 
ternal deſign of doing each other miſchief. There 
paſs'd few dayes without ſome light skirmiſhes, en- 
counters,or ſingle combats; but no occaſion in which 
Prince Oroondates made not himſelf remarkable by 
ſome glorious action. One day (a day alas moſt fa- 
talto our quiet, and which ſo many other unhappy 
ones have ſuccceded,) the King was advertiſed that 
the enemies Army, either through the negligence of 
their Commanders, or ſome other reaſons unknown 
tous, kept not ſo ſtrict Guards as the Neighborhood 


| 


of ſo terrible an Enemy ſeemed to require. This in- | 


telligence made the Kiag reſoive to aſſault them by 
nightintheir Trenches, knowing well that for actions 
of that nature. the Scythians have the advantage a- 
bove all the other people ofthe Earth. The Coun- 
cel of V Var having bcen held, and all Orders given 
for thatdelign, as ſoon as it was night the Forces de- 
ſtin'd for the execution of it began to march, leaving 
in.our Camp only ſuch as were neceſſary for its de- 
fence. The Enemies Scouts having diſcovered us, 
ran to give the Alarm to their Camp; yet their dili- 
ence coul4 not prevent us ſo far, but that haviag 
ed their Out-Guards, we were already upon 
the edge of their Entrenchments, e're they had notice 
Their Works were but of ſmall defence, and 
their littleTrenches being 611'd up with bruſh Faggots 
which we carried for that purpoſe, our Cavalry en- 
tred ina manner without reli.tance. The horrible 
noiſe of.our Martial iaſtraments, together with ſo 
unexpecteda Surprize, ſtruck ſuch a terrible fright 
Aanto the Perſians, that before they could recover 
their fear, part of their Army wasalready defeated : 
* Indeed this way of making War was ſo different from 
theirs, thatIdonot think it ſtrange, if in the horrour 
of the dark, an aſſault ſo little forſeen did cauſe ſome 
confuſion among Soldiers that were faſt aſleep. There 
wasa great number ſlain in the firit onſet, but inthe 
end Maze, oneof Darius his principal Commen- 
ders, Rallying fome Forces as well as poſſibly he 
could, held part of ours in play, and gave Darius 
leiſure to draw up the reſt into ſome form of Battel. 
But being deſirous to:contine my Diſcourſe to Oroon- 
dates ations, and ſpeaking of others only inaſmuch 
as they are neceſſary tomy Relation, I will tel: you, 
that having charged at the head of three thouſand 
Horſe, he beat down all that endeavoured to make 


— 


any reſiſtance, diſdaining throvgh generoſity, toem- | 


brue his own or his Soldiers Swords in the blood of 
men aſleep, and without defence. He was eaſie to 
be known, though in the dark, by a great white 
plume of Feathers, that waved over the.Buttock of 
an Horſe whiter then Snow, and by a Stone extream- 
ly precious among the Perſians, which they call a 
Pyrope, and which faſtned on the top of his Head- 


piece caſt ſucha flaming light, as was deſervedly to * x 


be wondred at. Huw many actions did he in that vb- 
ſcurity, worthy of the brighteſt day,and of the whole 
world to be Spectators, His Soldiers taking cou- 
rage by his example, 1irove all to follow him; and 
imitating that ſpirit which thruſt him on among the 
thickeſt blows, were by that conſideration enabled 
to do actions which ſurpaſs d the ability of men : I 
was then with my Maſter, and to ſpeak truth, one 
of the neareſt to his perſon, which makes me the 
more knowing in thoſe things that happen'd that fa- 
tal night. To be brief, his courage tranſported him 
ſo far, that he diſcovered Dar: Tents, and knew 
them by the number of the Guards that defended 


them two thouſand Athenians tbelides the Perſians 


of the ordinary Guard) had taken that charge that 
night by Darzs order, under the command of one 
Patro who was alſo an Athenian, and had been ſome 
little time under his pay. This ſight itirr'd up a vio- 
lent defire-in the mind of our Prince, of winning ho- 
nor, and in that of his Soldiers of gaining ſo re.arka- 
ble a Booty, as the Equipage of the Richeii and moſt 
Luxurious King inthe whole world. Theſe two dif- 
ferent conſiderations carried them on to this aſſault, 
with ſo much eagerneſs, and refolution, that after a 
jong and ſharp refiitance, in which we loſt the better 
part of our men, and wherein all the Athenians fell 
with moſt honorable wounds, we at laſt remained 
Conquerours, and were ready to break into the Tents 
with a confuſed throng, if the Prince who ſtrove to 
hinder that diſorder, and deſired to pay Darius what 
was due unto his quality, had not itopt us by entrea- 
ties and threatnings. The profound reſpe&t which 
every one bore hime as to a divine perſon, cauſed an 
obedience, without murmuring ; and then alightin 

from his Horſe,accompanicd only by fifty ofus hich 
he choſe, whereof | had the honour to be one, he en- 
tred with Sword in his hand into the Tents, making 
all the reſt ſtay in good order at the going in. But O 
Gods, what an aitoniſhment was his, when in ſtead 


of Enemies which he ſought for, he by thelight of an 


hundped tapers, ſawa troop of Ladies, who inltant- 
ly ſent ſorth moſt lamentable cries, and ſufficiently te- 
ſtified the fright. andterrour which the ſight of us had 
occaſioned inthem. They were (as we have known 
ſince, and as we gueſſed then, by the reſpect the 0- 
thers ſhewed them) the old Queen Sy/igambx,, Mo- 
ther to Darias;the Queen his wife, and the two Prin- 
ceſſes, Statira,and Pariſatis, his Daughters. 

You will not think this relation ſtrange, ſince you 
know that during all our Wars they never forfook 
him, and that the great number of their Chariots; and 
the good order of their Equipage made their abode in 
the Army almoſt as commodious as if they had been 
in Perſcpolis, Darixs was gone out of the tents, at 
the beginning of the alarm, haſting to thoſe places 
where he thought his preſence was moſt neceſlary ; 


he had (asTtold you) left the charge of the Princeſ- 
ſes to them that wer@of the ordinary Guard, and ro 


thoſe Achenians, who all died fighting obſtinately 
upon the place. Judge.if theſe Ladies were aftrighted, 
ſeeing my Prince all ſmcar'd with b'ood, hrs oper if1 
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his hand, and accompanied with ſo many of us in the 
ſame poſture, enter into a place of Conquelt, with 
a fiercenc{s which eveninthe mitt of blood would 
have had ſomething very pleaſing, if the trouble in 
which they were would have permitted them to C04- 
fider it. '1 he young Princeiles more dead then living, 
ſhrunk cloſe to their Mother, ard to old Sy{1ganbs, 
thinking themſelves in ſome ſafety neer ſo venerable 
a perſon. That great . Queen, to whom the Gods 
had given a heart equal to her quality, blamed their 
deſpair, and waited for her deitiny with patience, 
when the Prince ſurpriſed at ſo unlook'd for an object, 
which made him ſtand for a while {trucken in a con- 
fuſed amazement, at laſt recovered himſelf, and 
made his addreſs to her with ſo humble a reſpect, 
that ſhe quickly baniſh'd all manner of icar, and 
rais'd the Gods, for having made Darius Family 
fall into the hands of ſo civil an Enemy. | 
He had taken off his headpiece, and let the point 
of his ſword fall to the ground, which moved the 
Frinceſſes, being a little ſetled again, to look upon 
him with a heedtul conſideration. The heat of the 
fight, and the aſtoniſhment of that encounter, had 
added a lufre to his natural beauty, .which in the 
opinion of thoſe Ladies, made him at firlt paſs for 
a God ; but their efteem grew yet to a greater 
height, when bowing down to the ground, and di- 
recting his diſcourſe to Syſigambrs, he ſaid in the 
Perſian Language, which he ſpeaks with as much 
facility as if he had been born in Perſepolis : © I ſhould 
<< not be pardonable, Madam, in the errour which 
«< night hath made tocommit, if its drakneſs did not 
«< plead for my excuſe, and if I did not protett to 
<< you before all the Gods, that had I known. the 
<<ſex, and quality of thoſe perſons I have ſo mor- 
<< tally ofiended, I would rather have been mine own 
<<deſtruction, than have difturb'd their quiet, or 
<chave offered to come inamong them ſounreverent- 
ly; if my crime could be repaired, I ſhould not 
<<think my bloo1, no nor my life too dear for i's 
<cexpiation ; but ſince that is not in my power, be 
© © pleaſed to give me leave, Madam, to conjure 
«Cyou and theſe Ladies alſo, to caſt away that ap- 
<< prehenſion, which ſo uncivil an entrance hath un- 
© © doubtedly cauſed in you ; Thoſe that are with me 
*<ubey my Orders, and neither they not I pretend 
<cany greater advantage here, then the honour to 
<< ſerve you as Guards till the returnof your own, 
© andto have the opportunity of leſſening ( by ſome 
*© ſmall ſeryice, ) the ill opinion this rudeneſs has 
©© made you conceive of us. While he ſpoke on this 
<©manner, the Ladies were inſuch ſaſpence between 
J9y and admiration, that Syſigambis could not of a 
long time find words to anſwer the Civility of ſo ge- 
nerous a Conquerour : froma Priſoner which ſhe be- 
liev'dher ſelf, ſhe ſaw ſhe wasnot only free, but till 
reigning and abſolute over thoſe to whom ſhe thought 
ſhe had been captive. Before ſhe would have ac- 
counted her condition moit happy, if ſhe could but 
have hoped to obtain the liberty of her ſelf, and 
her daughters, by a part of Dariz« Dominions : 
ard this glorious enemy, not only gives up all 
kind of riphts and pretentions to them, but even 


ofters himſeif to be their defence againſt. his own 


Souldiers,' and todo the ſame offices they could have 
expected from thoſe the Go4s had made to be born 
their Subjects. 


ts. The Confiderationof this happineſs, . 
and the admiration of ſo great a vertue, held herfor - 
ſome time-in a ſuſpended ſilence; but at laſt not to | 
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' appear uncivil, ſhe anſwered him with all the humi- 


PEE PIER 
© E— 


. 
, 


[.ty her preſent condition could require, << Whoſo- 
« ©you are, Sir, whether you be born amongſt men, 
<< or rather ( as your actions teſtific } you ſpring 
<< from the blood of the Gods ; neither have I words 
*< topraiſe you, nor Daris Empires to acquit him- 
<cſelf of what he owcs you, no nor heaven it ſelf 
©coraces enow to recompence your vertue; the 
<< proofs you give of it, both to our coſt,' and to our 
©cadvantage, it-ike us with ſo much admiration of 
<< your valour, and ſo great a ſence of your goodneſs, 
<< that we are doubly your priſoners ; - your modeſty 
©<hinders you from giving us that title, but our. 
©<knowledge of the rights of war makes us take it, 
©c and that of your vertue will enable us to bear it 
«itn much patience. She -afterwards ſaid many 
ocher things to which he lent but little attention, 
having by misfortune fixt his eye upon the face of the 
the Princeſs Sratira; from whence he never with- 
drew it, till he left her his heart in exchange : A 

wonderful thing ! who would have believ d that this 
young Prince ſhould find his own loſs in his firſt Con- 
queit, and that he who had with an indifferent eye, 
ſeen all the beauties of Scyrhiadiefor him, ſhould in 

fight, in blood, and in horrour, meet that which he 

had avoided in the midit of eaſe, pleaſures, andde- 
lights? And yetitistoo true ; he yielded himſelf at 
that one only ſight, and that was the firſt moment of 
his misfortunes, or rather the womb from whence 
all his others have taken birth, I ſhall not need to 
tell you that the Princeſs Sratira, who was then but 

fifteen years old, was the moſt perfect workmanſhip 
of the Gods; you have ſeen her ſufficiently to bear 
faithful witneſs of itz I will only ſay that the trouble 
and fear ſhe had beenin, giving ſome addition to her 
beauty, made her appear ſuch in the eyes of my 
Prince, that he conſidered her not as a mortal perſon. 

His eyesand heart were ſo intentively fixt on: her, 
thac he neither thought on Sy/igambis, nor himſelf ; 
and we hearda ſtrange noiſe of armes, and an infinite 
number of cries without the tent before he could get 

out of that deep extaſie, in which her beauty had as 
it w.re entranced him. At laſt one of our Souldicrs 
entring the the tent in haſt, To horſe, ro horſe, Sir, 
(_cri'd he ) anleſs you will be ſurpris'd by Darius, 
who 15 coming hereun perſon with the createſt part of 
his forces, This was a moit ſenſible blow unto the 
Prince, ſeeing himſelf conſtrain'd to depart from ker 
whom he had ſeen but too much already, and:whom 

he had ſolittle hope to ſee again; yet making a ver- 

tue of neceſſity, and difſembling his trouble, Ladies 

( ſaid he ) / ſhall withdraw my ſelf if you pleaſe, Res 
by the preſence of your own ſervants, 1 can be no 
longer uſeful to you, and that you will helieve your 
ſelves ſafer under their proteition, then in the guard 
of my perſon in whom you have yet but little confience ; 


At theſe words he made them a low obeyſance, and 


putfing on his headpiece, was going outof the tent, 
when the Queen, Darizs his wite, who had not yet 
ſpoken to him, taking from her neck an Incarnadine 
Scarf, all Embroidred with flames of Gold, enter- 
woven with the Letters of her name, and that of 
Darius together, put it over his ſhoulder, ſaying, 
The Goas forbid, that having preſeru'd the honor and 
liberty of Darius his mother, wife, and daughters, 
you ſhould go away from them without carrying ſume 
mark_of their acknowledgement along with-you, keep 
therefore this poor teftimony of it which. 1, give youg 
and with it the remembrance of them who were too 

4-- pewer- 
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powerfully ingaged to you, to be ever guilty of obli- 
Vion, The Prince received theſe words, and the 
Preſent upon his knee ; and prouder of that ſpoyl 
than of all he had ſo generouſly deſpiſed, after hav- 
ing taken his lateſt leave, ſeparated himſelf at laſt, 
though extreamly againſt his will, from that Illuftri- 
ous Company ; leaving them a very ſenſible trouble 
for his departure, and carrying away with him a 
fire in his heart, which he hath ever ſince conſerv'd, 
and which can never be extinguiſhed, but with his 
life. 

The alarm that had been given us was a very true 
one ; and;to return to the fight, I will tell you in a 
few words, that Dari, and Artabaſus , having 
drawn up the Army in Battalia, while 2Zazews kept 
our men in play as well as poſſibly he could, charg- 
ed our Troops with ſuch a vigour, that being much 
more powerful in number, they quickly recovered 
their affairs; and our men were beginning already to 
retire, when Darius by ſome of his Soldiers was 
told the defeat of the Athenians, and the _ of 
the Princeſſes. His love to them made him forget 
all other things, and leaving the body of the Army 
to Artabaſus, he haſted with a ſtrong party to fall 
upon us. Croondates was ſcarce on Horſeback when 
he came, and judging himſelf not ſtrong enough, 
cauſeda Retreat to be ſounded, and retired in very 
good Order, yet with the loſs of two or three hun- 
dred Horſe. It began to be break of day, and out 
King who fear'd leſt that ſhould diſcover his weak- 
neſs, made his laſt Diviſions file off, and cauſing 
Artabaſus to be reſiſted by the beit mounted of his 
Cavalry, he retired with the reſt of the Army, not 
without a conſiderable loſs by ſome Charges the Ene- 
my made upon the Rear. ih 

But admire Oroondates Fortune, and obſerve how 
all things contributed to his engagement, in an affecti- 
on that has been ſo ruinous to him. 'It'wa s already 
broad day, and we were come a good way from the 
Enemies entrenchments, endeavouring to overtake 
the body of our Army, . which was Retreating, when 
by the fide of a little Wood that was hard by us, 
we perceiv'd a Combat of ſome twenty Horſemen : 
At firſt we believ'd, (as it was true) that ſome of 
the Enemies having engaged themſelves too far in 
- the purſuit of thoſe that retired, had found lo brisk 
an oppoſition, as made them obſtmate in the fight. 
Yet Oroondates, to know the truth of it, galloped 
direly toward them : we followed, 'and were wit- 
neſſes of a ſight that fill'd us all with admiration - It 
was a Perſran Cavalier, whoſe arms were all cove- 
red with precious ſtones, who ſurrounded by a ſcore 
of ours, defended himſelf with ſo wonderful a cou- 
rage, thathe was not far from making them all de- 
ſpair of the Victory : He had made a Rampart of 
dead bodies and horſes; but beſides thofe which we 
judg'd he. had ſlain, we ſaw thirty or forty more ly- 
ins under foot, as well Scyrhians as Perſtans, 
which made us know, he had not been alone at the 
beginning of that action; and that thoſe who accom- 
Ppanied him being kill'd in his defence, he was left 
alone, to diſpute his life {till againſt ſo great a num- 
ber of enemies; we all conſidered his valour as a 
marvellons thing, andif that of our Prince had not 
equalled it,and made us often ſee ſuch Prodigies, we 
ſhould not eaſily have believed the teſtimony of our 
eyes. Our arrival daunted him not, and being re- 
ſolvedto periſh, rather than yeild, he reſolv'd alfo 


to ſell his life as dearly as he could ;- and ruſhing in | 
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amongſt the Scythians with greater fury than before, 
made two more of them tumble breathleſs at his 
feet ; then feeling that his horſe wounded in many 
places began to fail between his legs, he ſprung 
lightly to the ground, and endeavoured to prolong 


his deſtiny by a more than humane reſiſtance, when 


our Prince already paſſionately in love with his ver- 
tue, and conſidering the danger in which he was, 
ſpurr'd on his horſe into the midſt of them, and mak- 
himſelf known to the Scyrhians, caus'd them to re- 


| tire with reſpect, and ſhame at the inequality of the 


combat : Cowards, ( cryed he) have you ſo little 
ſenſe of vertne, as nor to be moved by that of this 
gallant Enemy, rather to ſeek, his conſervation, than 
hs ruine ? Then judging by the richneſs of his arms, 
that he was of exceeding high quality, he alighted 
from his horſe, and unbucklins his Cask, went to 
embrace him with ail teftimonies of affetion, **< In- 
« vincible Warriour, ( ſaid he ro him) pardon the 
& brutiſhneſs of theſe men, who cannot reverence in 
« you, what they never poſſeſs'd in themſelves ; and 
« if you think Ido you any ſmall ſervice in cauſing 
«« you to be convoyed into your own Camp, with 
« all manner of ſafety, grant me for all the rightsI 
*©can pretend, but the honour of your friendſhip, 
<* and ſhall believe my ſelf moſt gloriouſly recom- 
© penced. The Perſian was infinitely ſurpriſed at 
an uſage ſo little ordinary ; and judging by the be- 
haviour of our” Prince, and by the reſpect we bore 
him, that he wasa man of quality, he unbuckled 
his Helmet alſo, and let us ſee ſo rare a handſome 
face, that we began to loſe the opinion we had, that 
no mans beauty could equal that of Oroondares. 
They were in age alike, their ſtature little different, 
and we believ'd with ſome appearance of reaſon, 
that the: Gods had by ſo unexpected an encounter, 
brought together the two motit accompliſhed Per- 
ſons of the Earth, They bcheld one another with 
admiration, but the Perſian hishly obliged by the 
magnanimity and civility of the other, took his 
Sword at the point, and preſenting it to him with 
much ſubmiſſion, < Generous Sir, ( ſaid he ) hi- 
<«<therto ] have d.ſputed my life and liberty ; but 
«© now fincel can loſe neither of them for one more 
*&yertuousthan you ſelf, I render my ſelf your pri- 
« ſoner, with this ſatifaCtion, that 1 yielded onely 
* to the bravelt of all men living. Oroondates 
&« teppino .back, with much reſpett : The Gods for- 
<« bid, ( /#id4 he ) that I ſhould pretend any other 
« advantage from this encounter, fave the friend- 
'© ſhipIhave defired of you; you are free, unleſs 
«you be engaged to bear ſome little good will to 


<a Prince that ha's a moſt real paſſion for you ; and | 


© invincible, unleſs you will ſuffer your ſelf tobe 0- 
* vercome by my ſervices, The Perſian confound- 
ed, and exceſſively in love with the vertue of Or0- 
ondates, embraced him a ſecond time, with extream 
tenderneſs, and ſaid with much affection : ** Now 
&« it is thatI am truly unhappy, fince the Gods ſuffer 
<«< me to be conquered ſo many ſeveral wayes, and 
<« that they can never grant me the means to acquit 
<« my ſelf of the beſt part of whatI owe you; though 
<«< ifthe Heavens had made me fall into the power of 
<« another, I might have offered him Treaſures, and 
« provincesfor my Ranſom, ſince Iam Artaxerxes, 
« Darims his onely Son, and lawful heir of all his 
« Empires; for I think I ſhould commit a crime, 
«(continued be ) if I ſhould longer conceal from 


« you the name and quality of a Prince, who is in- 
<« debt- 
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« debted to you for his life, and whom the uſage he 
« receives from you, together with the itrong incli- 
& nation he ha's to love and honour you for your me- 
«rit, have made intirely yours. Judge, I befeech 
& you, of my Matters joy, and aijtonithment, and 
whether he did net believe the Gods had taken 
care of his happineſs, and that they were guiding 
himto it by wates quite extraordinary. Certainly 
of all the joys he ever felt, that was the greateit, 
and that which ſurpris'd him molt ; he delired ne- 
vertheleſs to hide the occaſion of it, and to pay 
Prince Artaxerxes as Darius his ſo, the reſpects 
he owed him as Sr47:ra's Brother. Aﬀter this know- 
ledge of him, he renued his proteltations wita more 
reſpect and ſubmiſſion then before ; and the young 
Prince of Perſia return'dthem with ſuch _ that 
beſides the intereit Or00ndares had in his aftection, 
the conformity of rheir perſons & manners, joyn'd to 
theelteem they had naturally of one another inflam'd 
them really with a mo{t ardent friendſhip. They 
could never have been weary of giving each other 
teſtimonies of it ; but Oroondates ſeeing Prince Ar- 
taxerxes blood run down from many places of his 
body, began to be cxtreamly afflicted at it; and 
perſwading him to get upon his horſe, which he 
forced him to accept of, being the handſomett in all 
Scythia, he call'd for another for himſelf, and get- 
ting him to take the way towards his Camp, not- 
withitanding all 4-taxerxes could do to difſwade 
him from it, he never would forfake him till he was 
within ſight of his Entrenchments. This ſeparation 
was very unwelcome to them both ; and giving each 
other the lait fuarewel, with much trouble, the 
Prince of Perſia begs'd of Oroondates, with the 
molt civil intreaties in the world, to tell him his 
name, unleſs he had ſome reaſon to conceal it. But 
my Prince not judging that convenient for the deſign 
he had, thought fit to tell him he was Oroxtes Prince 
of the MMaſſageres, a vaſſal and near kinſman of the 
King of Scythias. Artaxerxes ſatisfied with this 
knowledge , threw his arm once more about his 
neck, and departed from him with a molt ſenſible 
grief. Oroondatcs was not leſs afflicted at it then 
he; but on the other ſide, he was fo joyful for his 
happineſs, in having done that ſervice to the Bro- 
ther of her, for whom he had already ſo ſtrong a paſ- 
ſion, that he had much adoe to diſſemble it. When 
we were return'd to our Camp, the King who had 
been in care for his fon, and who was inform'd of 
part of his marvellous actions, receiv'd him with an 
exceſs of joy, and cauſing his arms to be taken off 
in his preſence, he with much trouble perceived he 
had two or three ſmall wounds, but they were ſuch 
light ones, that the Prince hardly ever kept his bed 
for them. y 
In the reſt of that Summers ſervice there paſſed 
nothing memorable ; and the cold beginning to in- 
commode the two Armics, they both began to think 
of drawing away to their Winter quarters, till the 
ſeaſon ſhould be convenient to take the Field again : 
That of the Perſians diflodg'd firſt, and in its re- 
treat there were ſome skirmiſhes, in which it re- 
ceived much loſs ; but being asI told you preſs'd 
by the Weather, an1 in great ſcarcity of proviſions 
and forage, we did not engage our ſelves in that 
purſuit, And the King ſeeing the Prince perfectly 
Cured, after having given out his Orders, and Ciſpo- 
ſed of his Army into ſeveral Garriſons, return'd 
with his Court to 1ſſedorn, or Serica, a Town in 
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Scythia, where he makes his moſt ordinary Reſt- 
Gehce;.. --._... | 

But though the Prince were ina good condition 
for the wounds of his body, thoſe of his mind were 
ready to grow fo much worſe, that he had loſt all 
hope of recovery;He itrove by a thouſand means tos 
drive away an atfection, in which he foreſaw much 
miſchief, and hoped for little ſatisfaction ; he pro- 
poſed to himſelf all the difficulties he had to break 
through, and all the dangers to which he was viſibly 
going to expoſe himſelf ; and the reſult of all his con- 
f1derations, ended ina ful] acknowledgement of his 
fault, but in no hope at all of amendment. © Un- 
* fortunate Oroondates, ( ſaid be ro himſelf ) by 
&© what extraordinary means the Gods have reſoly'd 
*<to deltroy thee, and. of how great importance 
* do's thy miſery ſeem to be to them, ſince they 
*< lead thee onto it by ſo uncommon waics : was it 
« not enough to make thee love with ſo much vio- 
& lence, unleſs they alſo made thee love with ſo 
« much impoſſibility of ſucceſs? For 7x © ſhort, 


« Wretched man that tt.on art, what dq{t thou hope. 


&« for ? Whar wilt thoudo ? And wht will become 
&« of thee ? Think'it thou the Eing of Perſia will give 
« his daughter to the ſon of his mortal and irrecon- 
{© cileable Enemy?Doft thou believe he will purchaſe 


* the loſſes he has ſuitain'd by the Fathers Subjects, 
«with ſocear a price, and with ſuch an ingratitude 


«for the death of ſo many thonſand men who have 
« [o!t their lives for his particular quarrel ? Know- 
& eſt thou not that the War between theſe two Kings 
«js not of the nature of other Wars ; and that ne1- 
«ther the intere:is of their States, nor the deſire. of 
& olory and greatneſs, laid the foundation of it, but 
«thatitis fixtto tte perſons of the Kings, and of 
© the Royal families ; and that Aathews would wil- 
& lingly ſacrifice his Dominions for Darizs his de- 
« ftruction,and Darizs would but ſmile at the loſs of 
<« all his frien!s,ſo he might but overwhelm A {atheres 


& in their Ruines ? Hope no more'therefore for his 


«alliance, by wayes of gentleneſs, and thoughts of 
{<a reconciliation, which thou oughteſt not to ex- 
< pect during the lives of theſe two Kings; ſince 
© neither Darizs wil ever grant his daughter to 
« 1{athens's ſon, nor Mathers ever ſuffer his ſon to 
© marry Darizs's dauzhter : . What canſt thou then 
{© rretend to, ſince theſe waies are forbidden thee ? 
«Can{t thou think to win her by the Sword, and 
<« conftrain Darius, the greateit ani moit puifſant 
« Monarch of the world, to yield thee that by. vio- 
& lence, which thou oughte{t to obtain by ſervices 
& and ſubmiſſions ? But though thou ſhouldeit ſur- 
< mount that difficulty.(W hich is not inthe power of 


« man) couldeft thou overcome Aathers his ſpirits” - 
* and tear that from him by force, which thou mult. * 


< never hope for with his conſent ? And though by 
** miracle thou hadit broke through all theſe obſta- 
* cles, ſhouldit thou not ſtill have a more dangerous 
* Enemy to combat ? And Coeſt thou bclieve that 
* Princeſs, who ha's ſuck'd this hatred with her 
* milk, who has alwaies been bred up inthe Court 
© of the King her Father,with a horrour and detelta- 
© tion of the family of the King of Scythia, can e- 
© ver diveſt her ſelf of her natural inclinations, to 
« love the hereditary enemy of all her kinred ? Oro- 
ondates arguing with himſel{ on this manner, upon 
all the crofſes he foreſaw in his affection; and theſe 
conſiderations tormented him fo violently, that a 
lefs courage thin his would infallibly have funk _ 
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- derthem; but he having one invincible, and capa- 


ble of the greateſt enterpriſes, paſs'd over the top 
of all oppoſition; and grounding himſelf upon his 
moſt fortunate beginnings, upon the friendſhip of 
Artaxerxes, whom he had ſo highly and ſo hand- 
ſomly obliged, upon the eſteem of the two Queens, 
and of the Princeſs her ſelf, (all whom he had defend- 
ed from the violence of his ſoldiers, and uſed with 
ſuch civility, though they were his lawful priſoners 
by the right of War) and upon the probability that 
Darius himſelf whoſe mind and birth were Royal, 
would not perchance be jnſenfible of ſuch obligati- 
ons, as happily he had never received from his beſt 
friends :* he began to diſſipate his former fears, and 
to theſe laſt conſiderations adding the neceſſity of 
his love, and the impoſſibility of being cured of it, 
he imbarqued himſelf more and more upon that ſea, 
the Tempeſts whereof he has endured for the ſpace 
of ten whole years. In ſum, ſeeing them diſ-en- 
camp, and that the King his father prepared himſelf 
to repaſs the Arax# the next morning ; after having 
long diſputed with himſelf, he at laſt took one of 
the itrangeſt reſolutions that ever fell into the mind 


of a Prince, and ſending for me at night, and call- 


ing me to his bed-fide, when he hid commanded all 
thoſe that were in his Tent to withdraw, he ſaid to 
me with a voice a little troubled : Araxes, * If *a- 
{© mong all my ſervants, I had not particularly ob- 
<ſerv'd your courage, underſtanding, and affecti- 
© on to me, I would not have made choice of you, 
& totrult you with the ſecret of my life, and to make 
<< uſe of you alone in a defign, upon which all my 
<« happineſs and the ſetling of the whole remainder 
&« of my days, doth abſolutely depend ; but after 
«having carefully conſidered both your perſon, and 
«all your former Actions, I believ'd you would 
© have judgement enough to ſerve mein my Aﬀeairs, 
&« valour enough to accompany me in dangers, and 
&« fidelity enough, never to deceive me. Theſe 
words obliged me to caſt my ſelf at his feet, and 
make earnelt proteitations of my loyalty to him; 
in which he obſerv'd ſo much affection, that raiſing 
me up, andembracing mea thouſand times, he dit- 


.covered his paſſionto me, and the deſign he had new- 


Ty taken, which was ſuch as you ſhall hear by the 
re{t of this diſcourſe ; then having given me his Or- 
ders, he commanded me to go initantly about the 
execution of them, which I did with much joy at the 
honor he did me, and aſtoniſhment at his ſtrange re- 
ſolution : I choſe the four belt horſes of his Stable, 
one for him, one for my ſelf, and two more for two 
ſervants, whoſe fidelity was well known to me, 
and whoſe attendance only he mcant to make uſe of 
m the Voyace. he intended to take. After I had fit- 


- tedthis ſmall Train, and ſer things in a readineſs to 
-depart before day, I went to wait upon the Prince 


in his Tent, who inſtecd of ſleeping, had in the inte- 
rim employed the time in writing a Letter to his Fa- 
ther, whereof as I remember theſe were the very 
words. . 
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Prince Oromdates to the Kang 
of Scythia. 


gi. : 


| Should not have left your Majeſty, if you 
had not reſolved to draw into Garriſon for 
this colder part of the year. Tbeſeech you 
by all the affeFion, which hitherto you have 
henour'd me with, to pardon me the liberty I 
take, to make a little Journey during this 
time of reſt and idleneſs 5 a youthful deſire 
draws me from your Court, toze:*2r with a 
deſign to mould my ſelf in ſtrange Countries, 
and gain inſtrvtion in all things neceſſary to 
be known, that I may become aworthy Son of 
juch a Father, my Voyage ſhall not be longer 
than the Winter, and as ſoon as your Majeſty 
ſhall take the Fiel4 again, you ſhall ſee me 
with you, to render you thoſe ſervices you 
ought to expe from your Son 


Oroondates. 


Having ended this Letter, he wrote another to his 
Siiter the Princeſſe Berenice, of v-hom I have not yet 
ſpoken to you, and who nevertheleſs deſerv'd a par- 
ticular commendations as well as her brother, ſince 
in the excellency of her wit and vertue, ſhe equalls 
not only all the Ladies of her own, but even ofall for- 
mer ages. The King after the death of his Queen, 
whonrhe had loſt many years before, had taken care 
to have her bred up according to her birth, and the 
rare endowments that were ſeen in her : and the 
Prince her brother who-lov'd her infinitely, would 
not depart, without giving her proof of his remem- 
brance by a Letter ; having folded them up, he gave 
them to one of his ſervants, commanding him not to 
deliver them till four dates after When he had done 
ſo, cauſing all thoſe to go out of the Tent, which 
were ſuſpeted to him, he tooke his richeft jewels, 
and the moſt portable money he had to ſupply our 
neceſſities, and giving it all into my cuſtody, he fur- 
niſhed himſelf alſo with admirable good arms, and 
having paſs'd a great part of the night in theſe em- 
ployments, we took horſe a little before day, riding 
the way towards Perſepolis, and following the track 
of the Perſian Army, which had diſſodg'd ſome few 
dayes before. | 

I will not tell you the Kings prief for his ſons depar- 
ture, nor thar of the Princeſle Berenice, to whomhe 
was extreamly dear : you may gueſs at that as well 
asI, and you know it is of no importance to the reſt 
ofmy Diſcourſe ; nor will I ſpend time intelling you 
the particulars of our Voyage, fince we had in it but 
very ordinary adventures, and that the tedjouſneſs of 
them would without queſtion tire you : belides Ihave 


ſo many things of moment to relate, that they have 
caus'd 
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caus'd a great many of thoſe of leſſer conſequence to | 


flip out of my memory. It is enough therefore if 
rel you. that the next day after our going away, we 
cloathed our ſelves in Perſian habits, which we had 
before provided, and having that Language reaſona- 
ble perfect we paſs'd without difficulty ,both through 
the Towas of Perſiz,% amongtt their ſcatt'red Forces 
which we overtook in our way, as they were march- 
ing to their Garrifons, We travelled at a good rate, 
and riding whole daies without other ſtay than what 
neceſſity compell'd us to, at lait after a long journey, 
we arriv'd at Perſepoirs, whither the King and his 
houſhold were .come ſome dayes before ys, and 
where they made their moſt ordinary abode, as in- 
deed it was the faireit Ciry of all 4ſta; and if you 
Great Alexander can be blamed for any of his actions, 
it is for having conſented tg its deſtruction, and to 
the firing ofthe bravett and mot itately Palace in the 
world, © My Prince was overjoyed to ſec himſelf at 
the end of his Voyage, and took a Loiging in the 
Town, where we reited a few dayes, framing our 
ſelves in the mean time to the manners and cuitomes 
of the Country, and informing our ſelves of what 
was mot neceſſary for us, till the Heavens ſhould 
offer my Maſter ſome fair occaſion of diſcoverins 
himſelf to Prince Arraxerxes, It preſented it felf 
within a ſhort while, and the moſt honourable that 
could be wiſh'd ; for our Landlord told us news that 
contented him extreamly, in the deſign he had not to 
make himſelf known, but in a handſom manner, and 
to the purpoſe. Welearn'd of him, that within leſs 
thana zweek, the Kings birth day was to be celebra- 
ted according to the cuſtome of the Perſzans, and of 


many other Nations: and to divert the Ladics from | 


objects of War, and give them proof of their gallan- 
try and dexterity, Arraxerxes and other young Lords 
had obtain'd leave ofthe King, to make a match for 
courſes and combats on horſeback, to which every 
body ſhould be admitted, and whereof the Princeffe 
Statira her ſelf ſhould give the prize : This kind of 
combating has been uſed a lon5 time among the Per- 
frians, and of late amongſt us, and is on this manner : 


- Two Cavaliers arm'd at all points, with itrons Jave- 


lins, whoſe heads are blunted, run againit each other 
full ſpeed, and meeting in the midit of the Carrier: 
ruſh with their Shields and Javelins ſo impetuouſly at 
one another, that if their darts break not, one of 
them muſt of neceſſity fall to the. ground : the Con- 
querour is obliged to bear the ſhock of the ſecond, 
third, and all the re{t, till ſuch time as he be beaten 
down, or that he have no more enemies to encounter. 
K he be overcome, he that hath had the better of him, 
15 tied to the ſame conditions, rill the Jait ; having got 
the victory ofall the reſt, goucs to receive the prize 
with a great deal of pompand ceremony. Oroondares 
who knew the conditions of combats of this nature, 
and who 11 that exerciſe and all others, 15 one of the 
ableſt and mot vigorous men in the world ; prais'd 
tne Gods for that fair opportunity they afforded kim, 
to make his comins to that Court remarkable, and 
to Tet the Princeſs whom he adored, know, with 
how many grac: s the Gods had favoured him : So be- 
ing reſolv'd not to loſe that happy occaſion, he gave 
me order to provide what was neccflary, and prepar- 
ed himſelf for that day with all the diligence that was 
poſſible. : 

Scarce did the day ſo much deſired begin to appear, 
when he was already up, and call'd for his Arms : 
but our Landlord told us, the Courſes were not till 
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after theKing had dined,which yet wou'd be haſten'd, 
that ſo much more of the day might be beſtowed 1n 
that diverſion, Why ſhould I detain you any lon- 
ger, and protract the time of which my Maſter was 


| extream impatient? The wiſh'd for hour comes ; O- 


roondates compleatly arm'd, mounts on horſeback, 
and goes into the place appointed, being accompani- 
ed by none butme. The magnificence and ſtate of 
that gallant Adſembly, took his eyes up for a while ; 


| butſeeing the King, the Queens, and the Princeſſes 


arrive, he deſpiſed all other objes, to fx his fight 
upon the moit Noble ones, and inſtantly ſought out 
her with his bodily eyes, who was alwaies preſent to 
thoſe of his mind. The extraordinary richnefs.6f her 
Apparel did not diſguiſe her from his knowledge; and 
ſhe who in aſlight Field habit, by the light. "afew 
torches, in the terrors of fight, | and the apprehenſi- 
of her captivity, ſhewed ſo charming : Now arnid(t 
all her Jewels in broad day-light, and upona ſtately 
Throne, appear'd to him lo glorious and fxumphant, 
that his wounds open d afreſh, and his flames: were 
more than doubled, He was quite at a loſs in the 
conſideration of her ; and if the ſound of the trumpets 
had not rouz'd him out of the deep extafic he was in, 
to make him think »f the deſign that brought him thi- 
ther, he would have ſpentthe whole day in that de- 
lisntful contemplation. 

The Princeſs Pariſaris was Cloſe by her, little dif- 
ferent from her clder ſifter, cither in the bravery of 
her dreſs, her outward beauties, or inward vertues. 
The Queens fate a little above them, and the King 
accompanied by hits brother Oxyartes, and attended 
by Arrabaſm, Mazew, and a great many of his 
chief Officers, whoſe age cxcuſed them from thoſe 
viol. nt excrcifes, vas under another cloth of ſtate, 
not far from that of the Ladies, When Orcondares 
had looked upon them a little, he turn'd to behold 


| Prince Arraxerxes, who atthe head of all the young 
Cav-liers, was mounted upon the ſame horfe he had 


given him at their parting, arm'd all in bright arms, 
without any device, After they had by lot decided 
who ſhould run firtt, they began the Courſes at the 
ſound of many trumpets, to the great contentment of 
the ſpectators, and to the praiſe of many young gal- 
lants, who in them gave great proofs of their force 
and aCtiveneſs, I will not tell you the particulars of 
all, but only touch them that concern my Maſters af- 
fairs, and the thread of my Diſcourſe. You ſhall 


know then, that after many brave carieres, the hon- 


our yet belong'd to Camby/es, Maze hisfon, when 
my Maſter having no longer patience, came into play . 
among the reſt; inſtantly the whole Aſſembly cait 
their eyes upon him, and truly the habit he was in at 
that time, pleas'd me ſo much, that I mult needs de- 
ſcribe it to you in two words. All his armor was 
made of little ſcales of ſilver, edg'd with gold, and 
in the moſt remarkable places, 1tones of great life 
and value; the bottom of his caſſuck (which appear- 
ins under the lower parts of his curafſe, covered his 
thighs to the upper part of his knee) was purple, 
embroidercd with flames of gold very rare and artift- 
cial; his ſleeve (which coming out of an antique 
work ingold, made likea Lions mouth, covered his 
arm unto the elbow) was ofthe ſame ; his buskins 
were leather ſilver'd like ſcales edgel with gold, as 
his Curaſſ, faſten'd at the mid- leg with golden muz- 
zles, like thoſe of his ſleeves. and buckles of rubies 
ſet with excellent workmanſhip; his head. piece 
made alſo of ſcales, was covered with a filver Dra- 
BOD, 


I2 fa 
Bon, whoſecreſt, wings and claws, were gold ; and 
inſtead of flames, vomiting ſo great a number of fea- 
thers near that colour, that my Maſters head and 
ſhoulders were all covered with them-: Yet not ſo 
much, but that one might eaſily ſee the skarf he had 
received from Dari his Queen, which ſuited won- 
derfully well with the reſt of his attire, andin which 
hung a rich Sword, the blade whereof, crooked asa 
Cymitar, was ofthe beſt in Syr:a, and the hilt, of the 
moſt curious work, His horſe was black as Ebony, 
with onely a little ſtar in his forchead, and of ſo per- 
fe&a ſhape,ſo full of ſpirit,and of ſo proud a carriage, 
in all his aires, that he did not ill accompany the grace 
and skill of his Maſter ; and he on the other ſide rode 
him with ſo much expertneſs and vigour, and put him 
on into the Liſts, with ſo Majeſtick a faſhion, that he 
preſently drew the eyes, and I believe the hearts of the 
whole afſembly. Cambyſes not diſdaining an enemy 
of ſo brave apreſence,came to recetve him in the midlt 
of the Courſe, with more courage than good fortune, 
for he nut only made himreel, but threw him out of 
his Saddlc, with ſuch force, that flying over the crup- 
per of his horſe; he made the print of his whole body 
upon the ſand, There was a great cry among the 
whole company at Cambyſes's tall, and Oroondates ti- 
niſh'd his Carriere exceeding gracefully, He had o- 
verturn d two or three others with the ſame facility, 
when Hydaſpes, Artabaſus ſon, impatient and jea- 
lous of his glory, preſented himſelf at the end of the 
Liſt; My Prince received him with joy, and ſeeing 
him ſet forth at the ſound of the Trumpets, did the 
ſame, and ran upon him like lightning ; the courſe 
indeed was very fair on-both fides ; Oroondares 
roughly ſhaken by Zyda#es blow, loſt both his itir- 
rups, but he encountred HydaFes with ſuch vio- 
lence, that he threw him a good way from his horſe ; 
and having ended his carriere with the ſame graceful- 
neſs, he alſo unhors'd Beſſiz and Narbaſanes; Ifay, 
that Beſſizs, and that Narbaſanes, Monſters of our 
Age, who have ſince baſely imbrued their hands in 
the blood of their Prince. My Maſter having diſ- 
mounted them, did the like to ythranes, Meca- 
biſes, Oxydates, Ariobarſanes, Phradates, Orio- 
bates, and Cobortanw ; and proud of ſo good fuc- 
ceſs, ſethimſelf in order to receive the Valiant A/cm- 
207, who burning with Love for Earſina, Artaba- 
ſws's daughter, prepared himſelfto repair her Brothers 
diſhonour. You ſince have known them both : ZB.:r- 
fina afterwards being Memnon's Widow, merited 
the Aﬀections of Alexander; and that great emmnon 
* did ſuch remarkable things againſt Alexander that his 
memory will never die amongſt the Perſtans. The 
Prince of Scythia knowing the reputation of this 
Man, who was already at that time highly advanced, 
gathered together his utmoſt force to preſerve that 


honor againſt him, which he had gotten againlt /7- 


adafpes; and therefore when he ſaw him move, he 
cameto meet him in the midſt of his Courſe. The 
violence of this encounter was ſo great, that their Ja- 
velins broke in a thouſand pieces, and their Horſes 
not being able to bear ſo unuſual a ſhock, ſtaggered 
backward, and could not recover themſelves without 
the help of the Spur, with which their Maſters having 
wakened them, got them again upon their Feet with 
much ado, and madean end of their Carriere, ſo that 
one could not obſerve any advantage on either fide, 
A general Shout ſoulemnized the excellency of that 
Courſe; and they that were acquainted with em- 


zon's Valor, already conſidered my Prince with ad- | 
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miration, while he alone deſpiſed himſelf; and vex'd 
with Grief and Shame, took another Dart, by the 
example of Jemzon who had done the like, and 
ruſhing againſt each other more impetuouſly than 
before, they made the whole Aſſembly admire a 
Carriere more furious than the former, but of a 
different ſucceſs. Oroondates was ſoundly ſhaken, 
and the valiant AJemmon, after having tottered a 
while, fell at laſt under his horſes feet. His fall 
caus d great acclamations of wonder , which re- 
doubling my Prince's courage, did at the ſame time 
worka contrary eftectin ſome of thoſe that yet re- 
mained. But Prince Artaxerxes already paſhonate- 


ly in love with my Maſters valour, would have made 


trial ofit himſelf, and was advancing with that deſign, 
whenhe ſaw &heſaces inthe Carreer, and Spirbrida- 
tes at one end, totake the place of him that ſhould 
be overthrown, 'Theſe two famous Soldicrs were 
they that made Alcxarder the Great run ſo much 
hazard at the paſſage of the Granicxs, and who were 
both ſlain in that battail, one by Alexander himſelf, 
and the other by the hand-of Ciyts; being both of 
them truly valiant, they put my Matter to ſome 
trouble ; but having been diſmounted at the firſt 
Courſe, they gave way to the impatience of the 
Prince of Perſia, who at laſt turned his horſe to take 
his Carriere againſt Groondates, Then it was that 
the whole place reſounded with an Univerſal ſhout, 
and that all the Aſſembly admiring the valour of this 
Stranger, and grounding their laſt hopes on their 
Princes courage, were in ſuſpence expecting the 
ſucceſs, and beheld intentively the Courſe of thoſe 
two Warriours, They ſet out at the third ſignal of 
the Trumpets, but being rcady to meet, my Maſter, 
unwilling to offend the Prince of Perſia, threw his 
Javelin ro the ground, and covering himſelf with, 
his ſhield, ſate firm in his ſaddle, to receive the blow 
of ſo redoubted an hand : Artaxerxes's dart was 
ſhiver'd ina thouſand pieces, and if it had not flipt 
upon Oroondtcs's ſhield, he had run an exceeding 
gieat hazard in that encountet'; his horſe was fo 
a{tonied with it, that he flew back five or ſix ſteps, 


| ready to ſet his hinder quarters on the ground ; bur 


my Maiter reviving him with the ſpur, thruſt him for- 
ward, and ſetling kimſclf in his ſeat, ended his Car- 
ricre, almo{t without ſcemins to have been at all diſ- 
compoſed, All the world obſerv'd this action, and 
the King himſelf having confidercd it, witneſſed by 
the clapping of his hands, both the notice he had 


taken of it, and the marvellous eſteem he had of that * 


noble Stranger. 

But Prince Artaxerxes, who perceiv'd it as well 
as the reſt, and who by reaſon of his ſurpriſe, and 
the ſwiftneſs of his courſer, had not been able to 
ſhew the ſame conſideration of him, trun'd his horſe 
quite a{toniſhed; and coming ſoftly to him, faid, 
being half netled at this action : © I know not why 
« you ſpared me ſo, unleſs it were in contempt, yet 
* I think not my ſelf ſ. inconſiderable, but that he 
* with whomſocver IThave to do, may ſtandin need- 
«of all his Forces; however, if it be out of any con- 


< {ideration of friendſhip, I remain much obliged to . 


*you for it, and ask you pardon for the vain at- 
<« tempt of my armes again you. *'My Prince, who 


. could not deſire a better occaſion todiſcover himſelf, 


took his hand, and bowing in reſpect to his very ſad- 
dle, anſwered with a reaſonable loud voice. ©& He 
« that would only bear armsFor you, will never make 


« uſe of them Apainſt you ; and isnot come ſo far to 
ſcck 
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« ſeek you, tht he might give you proofs fo con- 


«tr.ry to the deſire he ha's never to be but yours, 
« | cannot contemn a vertue, of which I have already 
« had ſo many teilimonics;but ſince it hath abſolutely 
« won me, diſdain not alſo the zeal of him, who 
« hath dedicated the relt of his life unto your ſervice. 
« 4rtaxerxes more confounded than before, catt his 
« zrm about his neck, and embracing him lovingly, 


'« \W hoſoever you are ( ſaid he ) though it were the 


« Ring of Scythia himſelf I am already wholly yours; 
<< nd the knowledge of your veriue, and my ovliga- 
« tion to you, engages me ſo powerfully to be fo, 
<« that nothing ſhall ever be able to ſeperate me irom 
« that reſolution. But I beſcech you ( continued he, 
&« untying the ſtraps of bis hcad-piece ) conceal no 
« longer from me the face, nor name 0! him that 
« hath ſo fully gain'd my heart, and to whom Ihave 
« yow'd my ſelf with all my affections. I will obey 
you replied Oroondates z and though neuther © f them 
are much known to you, perhaps they may recal into 
your minde the Idea of a perſon, to waom out of meer 
goodneſs, you have prom:ſed ſome part in the bonour 


- of your remembrance, Attheſe words he unbuckled 


his helmet ; and the beauty of his face, and youth, 
producing their ordinary effect, initantly drew the 
eycs, andthe aſtoniſhment of the whole Aſſembly, 
Artaxerxesdazled as well as the reit, knew him not 
at firit ; but having looked a while upon him, and 
eaſily recalling to minde both the ton? of his voice, 
and the features of his countenance, was ſo ſurpriſed 
with joy, and with amazement, that not being able 
to expreſs cither by word, or action, he remain'd 
a long time ſilent, and unmoveable. When his won- 
ders was over paſt, andthat joy had gotten the ſole 
place in his heart, it broke forth with a cries of glad- 
neſs, and tears which he could not poſſibly retain ; 
and then lifting up his hands, and eyes to Heaven ; 
Great Gods ( cry'd he) moderate your mercy ro me, 
of you will not ether have nie die, or be unthankful ; 
atid having ended thoſe few words, he threw hi.uſelf 
into Oro0ndates armes, an4hugs'd him between his 
with ſo much vehemence, that my Mater found he 
truely and ardently loved him. Ay 4:ar Orontes 
( faid he, kiſſing him a thouſand times) # it poſſible 
that it is you your ſelf; and that really I ſee you, 
and embrace you ? Good Gods, if it be a dream, grant 
that it may laſt eternally ; and interrupting theſe 
words with infijte expreſſions of kindneſs, he would 
not have given them over of a long time, if the King 
who ſaw their actions from his ſtate, but could not 
hear their words, had not ſent Bagoas to let him 
know he deſired to ſhare with him in his -content- 
ment, and in the fight of that gallant Stranger, 
Artaxerxes had no ſooner received this command, 
but taking Oroondates by the hand, he led him to his 
f:ther, ſhewins in his face ſo exceſſive a joy, that 
every body judg'd he had ſome powerfull cauſe to 
love him. Both of them having alighted, went up 
the ſteps of the Scaffold, and being come to the King, 
my Prince kneeling to ſalute him after the Perſian 
manner, Artaxerxesat the ſame time ſaid, Sir, ro 
oblige you to pay this Stranzer the honour that is due 
tohim, I ſhall oa'y ncedto tell you be 1s the Prince of 
the Maſſ+getes, Darius having learn'd by his ſon, 
the uſage he had received from that Prince, appear'd 
no leſs ſurpris'd than he ; and riſing with a ſuddain 
Joy, took him up, and embraced him with much 
love and tenderneſs; he began his kindneſſes often 
times afreſh, and obſerving thingsin him which were 
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| 'far above ordinary men, could not be content to make 
an end of them. Ay ſon( faid he ) (:ftir fo wr ws 1 

Way wath 14ſt title call him, by whom 1 yet pefſeſs this 


other which the Gods have given me ) what deſign ſo« 
ever tay bave brought you to this Court, hnow that 


you are here extreamly welcome ; and that affording 
me the ſight of one of thoſe two admirable perſons, 
whom 1 have ſo ardently deſired to behold, you make 
me no leſs bappie, than when you preſerv'd and re- 
gave me my only ſon, If the Gods who have granted 
me Empires in ſubjeition, bad not given you vertue 
enough to diſduin them, I would offer you part of 
mine ; but ſince all that 1 poſſeſs ts below your merit, 
1 can only effer you our hearts, and an eternal deſire 
torequite your generoſity by all that ſhall ever come 
within our power, My Prince anſwer'd ſo obligin 

a diſcourſe, with all manner of reſpect, and ſubmiſſts 
on, conſidering the perſon of the greateſt King in the 
world, the kindneſs he expreſiedto him, and the ad- 
vant:ge he pretended by it. Darizs having more- 

over kiſled his cheek, ( a remarkable favour among 
the Perſians) would himſelf preſent him to the La- 
dies ; and having led him to their Scaffold, Ladies 
( ſaid he, coming up to them ) give the Prize unto 

this Prince, nut uniy of the Com ſes, but of the life 

and liberty of Artaxerxes.- Before they could anſwer, 

Artaxtrxes told them the pretended name of my 

Maſter; and thoſe great Princeſſes, ſeized with ſo 

unexpected a contentment, received him with teſti- 


| ſerv'd ſaluted him very civilly. 


monies of favour which cannot be expreſſed ; the 
Queens embraced him, and the Princeſſes more re- 
After all the. parti- 
cularities of this reception, the Princeſs Sratira, by 
the Kings command, gave my Maſter the Prize of 
the Courſes, which was a Bracelet of Diamonds, the 
aireit, and the belt ſet that could be foundin Aſia. 
There was a civil conteltation between him, and 
Prince Artax«crxcs, to whom he would have yielded 
that ho:our ; which being ended, he kneeled down 
to receive it; and then it was, that all the Ladies con- 
ſidering him more nearly, thought they ſaw the ſame 
perſon from whom. they had received ſo great a ſer- 
vice, and of whom they yet dearly preſerv'd the re-. 
menibrance. Whilit they were yet in doubt of it, 
the Queen caſt her eyes upon the Scarf ſhe had given 
him, where obſerving the Letters of her own name, 
and that of Darius; /t is too much ( cri'd ſhe ) Great 
Geds ! it is too mich; and ſhewing the Skarff to 
Sy{igar bis, and the Princeſſes, made them ſee clear- 
ly whoit was : then inſtantly they all together ſent 
forth cries of wonder which confounded the King, 
and the whole Company ; and they ſo perfectly re- 
membrcd all the lineaments of his face, that they 
were aſtoniſhed at themſclves for having been ſo long 
before they knew him. ?T3s he, ( cri'd Syſzgamby ) 
"tis he, Yes Madam,( reply'd the Prince ) I ambe 
who having committed again$t you an irreverence un- 
worthy of forgiveneſs, come now to preſent ny ſelf 
at your feet, rather to expelt puniſhments, than re- 
cerve recompence. from you. They were ready to 
have anſwered him, if the King and his ſon, already 
inſtructed in the cauſe of their admiration, and rranſ- 
ported more then can be imagined, had not inter- 
rupted them, to do him honours which it is impoſſt- 
ble for me to relate. Oxyarres, Artabaſum, Na- 
ze, and all thoſe that were ncer Darizs, ſaluted 
him with great expreſſions of frienafhip and reſpect : 
Even Memnon himſelf, Hydajpes, and the reſt of 


thoſe he had diſmounted, paſſed many Complements 
E with 


1 
with him, and ſhewed much joy to have yeiided on- 
ly to that hand, which in one night' had preſerv'd 
Darius his whole family. The King openly call'd 
him the Angel Guardian ofhis Houſe; and Iremem- 
ber, that at that ime, he broke forth into theſe Pro- 
phetick words to thoſe that were about him: /r can- 
not poſſible be (ſaid he) but that ſo great and unex- 
pelted a bappineſs, muſt needs threaten me ſome very 
ſtrange misfortune. He ſtuck but a while upon this 
thought, and getting up into his Chariot again, 
made Oroondates accompany him to his Palace, 
where he caus'd Lodgings to 'be appointed him, 
though he uſed great endeavours to avoid thar ho- 
nour : when they were come thither, the King en- 
tred into his Cloſet, whither calling onely Ar:ax- 
erxes, and my Maſter, he made the door be ſhut, 
and ſeeing himſelf alone with them, Jr zs zmpoſſible 
(ſaid he to my Prince) hat being a Vaſſal and Kinſ- 
man to the King of Scythia, you ſhould have left his 
Corrt, toretire to that of his mortal and irreconcile- 
able Enemy, without very ſtrong and preſſing conf:- 
derations; Tbeſeech you hide themnot from me, and 
believe that what cauſe ſoever can have brought you 
hither, you in my Court ſhall have both all manner of 
power, anda moſt aſſured retreat. The Prince of 
Scythia, after having with all humility given the King 
thanks for his moſt obliging offers, made him this 
anſwer, which he had contrived beforehand. 
& The Gods are my witneſſes, that in the two 
& ſmall ſervices I had the honour to do your Ma- 
« zeſties Family, I had no other aim but that of my 
* duty, and the reſpect I thought my ſelf obliged 
© to bear to perſons of ſo high a quality ; and that 
&«<] never propoſed unto my ſelf the glorious recom- 
& pencel receive for them, without having merited 
<the leaſt part of-it; Yet thoſe whom I had moſt 
& frequented, and who had leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect me, 
ot node not the ſame judgement of them ; for as 
* ſoon as I was return'd unto the King, I was flan- 
*« dered for theſe two actions, by thoſe very men 
© that had accompanied me in them; whether it 
<« were that their brutiſhneſs diſapproved things ſo 
* contrary to their n:ture ; or that they envied me 
<©the favours the Gods had granted me; or (as itis: 
& moſt probable) that they conceived this ſpleen 
<2gainft me, for having hindred them of the ſpoyl 
&« they pretended to in prizes of ſuch ineſtimable va- 
<« Jue ; whatfoever it were, they accuſed me of 
.<« treaſon, and of holding intelligence with your 
« Majeſty ; and by their practices fo ſtirred up the 
«King againſt me, that he reſolvd to put me to 
« death; I received divers advertiſements of it, from 
© many of mv friends, but I deſpiſed them all, trult- 
& ing to mine own innocence ; till walking one day 
« with the Prince of Scythia, that young Prince who 
& ever loved me, and with whom I was brought up ; 
&« having led me afide to a by-place where his action 
& could not be obſerv'd by any body, wrote upon 
& the ground with the point of a Javelin he had in 
* his hand, theſe few words which I read as faſt 
«as he wrote them, . Fly Orontes , or thou art 
&« but dead; but fly to day, if thou will not dye to 
« zorrow : and having put out the writing with his 
&« foot, as ſoon as he ſaw that Thad read it, he left 
* me quite confounded, and went back to the reſt of 
© the company. This advertiſement had more po- 
«wer with me than all the reſt, and made me be- 
©«lieve, that that young Prince being bound by Oath 
©not to tell-his Fathers ſecrets, had made uſe of 
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&« that device to ſave me, without exaſpering the 
** Gods againſt himſelf: I then ſaw plainly it was a 
«truth, and conſidering the danger that threatned 
«me, I departed that very night with as ſmall a re- 
< tinue as poſſibly I could, without having any other 
« deſign, than that of flying from the Kings anger. 
<« The next day being already got a great way from 
*< our Camp, Iremembred the Prince of Perſia's 
<* 5004Gneſs, and the promiſe he had made, after the 
« flight ſervice I had done him. I alfocalied to mind 
<« the good fortune I had had in the Encounter of the 


* Queens, and perſwaded my ſelf, that being in dif-- 


*srace onely for thoſe two occaſions, Iſhould not 
«at all do unhandſomely in making your Majelty 
© my Sanctuary, and that you would be fo gracious 
© as to protect an innocent Prince, baniſhed from 
* his Country by the calumny of his Enemies, 

He «dded many other words to this diſcourſe; at 
the end of which, the King faid to him ; 1f we did 
not receive a great advantage by your Diſrrace, we 
ſhould condole it with you ;, but how orear ſoever our 
Obligations to you arc, we caunor utterly lay afide 
the affettion we bear our ſelf: thongh the King of 
Scythia were not mine Encmy, I am bound by ſo ma- 
ny confiderations to protect you, that I wiil hazard 
my Empires, and my life it ſelf for your defence ; 
and becauſe it were not juſt you ſhou!d have been 
unhappy, on:y for having obliged us with ſo much ge- 
ncroſity, believe that you ſnall find as advantageous 
conditions here, as among the Scythians ; and that 
for the Province of the Maſſegetes which youloſe, I 
wzll give you choice of the beſt of mine, without pre- 
tending to engage you, either to reveal the ſecrets of 
your Prince, or to bear arms againſt him, Oroon- 
aates caſting himſelf at the Kings feet, kiſſed his hand 
in a thankful acknowledgment of his favours, and 
retiring to his quarters, found order was already ci- 
vento ſettle him a houthould, Preſentiy they pro- 
vided himan Equipage worthy of his true quality ; 
and ſo great penſions were allowed to entertain him, 
that he could not have been better fitted with all 
in things the Court of the King his Father, 

Sec in what manner my Prince was received, and 
itaid by Darizs with ſo much ſatisfaction, for his 
happy beginnings, that he loft the remembrance of 
all the dangers to which he expoſed himſelf, and of 
all the difficulties he had yet to overcome. I had for- 
£Eot to tell you, that the name of Oroxres Prince of 
the Mafſavrres, was not an imaginary one; the 
Maſſageres had really had a Prince of that name ; of 
Oroondates age, and bred up with him, but they 
had loſt him at the firſt paſſage of the Araxs, by the 
fall of a bridge of boats, which ſunk unſortunately 
under him, and many others that peritked with him z 
this reaſon perſwaded my Maſter to take the ſame 
name again, he had already given himſeli, at the 
encounter of Artaxerxes, belicvins that if the news 
thereof ſhould come into Scythia, he might paſs 
there for the true Oronres, who might be thorght to 


have efcaped drowning ; knowing alſo, that not- 


withſtanding all the diligence that could be uſed, they 
never by any means could find his body, 

Inthe mean time the King of Perſia, who truly 
was one of the beit, and moſt genercus Princes in 
the world, ſccing himſelf ſo highly obliged to my 
Maſter, deſired to requite the ſervices he had re- 
ceived from him, by ſuch proofs of love, and a ſpur 
to thoſe that were coldeſt in his ſervice. And indecd 
he heaped ſo many preferments upon him, —_ 
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| turnes, wherewith he obliged all the world. 
Queens and Princeſſes moved ty gratitude, and the 


Book. I. 
ed him with ſo many offices,, and aſſured him of his 
good will by ſo many tokens, that within a ſhort 


time neither Jſemnon, Mazers, Artabaſus, nor 


Oxiartes himſelf were more conſiderable in the 
Court than he. Many perſons, eſpecially ſuch as 
knew his obliging nature, made their applications 
to this new favourite ; and to ſay truth, he had unre- 
ſitable charms to attract hearts witha!l, and wonder- 
ful ftrong chains to hold thoſe he had attrated, All 
the riches he received from Darius he ſhared among 
thoſe that were in moſt neceſſity, and ſtraitned him- 
felf in his Domeſtick expences, to follow his liberal 
inclination. All ſuitors for offices, or penſions ; ad- 
dreſſed themſelves only to him ; ani though he car- 
ried himſelf very modeitly toward the King, and ne- 


ver askcd any thing of him but with baſhfulneſs, yet | 
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did he proceed ſo handſomely, and with ſo much mo- | 


deration, that without being accounted troubleſom, 
he afforded parr of his favour to al! thoſe that would 
acknowledgeit. This manner of carriage, wrought 


p_ 


an effect very extraordinary inthe minds of theCour- | 


tiers; who ſuppreſſing their envious nature, behcld 
his fortune with gladneſs. and never gave us know- 


ledge that he had gain'd himſelf one enemy, for a | 


thouſandadmirers ; whether it were that they knew 
him void of ambition, or that the marvellous afcen- 
dent he hath upon all hearts cxcmpted him ; or that 
(as it is alſo probable) he tyed them to him by yo 
The 


inclination they had .to vertue, togettier with the 


Kings command, ftrove who ſhould f.vour him moit; 
and diveited themſelves of that gravity, which in 


Os EOESD + 


Perſia is uſual among Ladies of their quality, to give * 


him proofs of their good opinion. , Jnall companies | ; 
' thoſe he had obſerved in her face, he gave himſelf fo 


they let him ſee the particular eitcem they had of him; 


contrary to the cuitom, he hid free acce's and en- ' 


trance into their Lodgings, and converſations ; and ' 


by the Kings will and coinmand, he lived with them |! 
Put all | 


in the ſame freedom as Prince Artaxerxes. 


De 


the demonſtrations of love he received from the Kin3- : 


dom, were weak in compariſon of thoſe that were | 
ſhewn him dy that Prince. He gave his heart fo ab- 


ſolutely to my Maſter, and my Maſter engaged him: 


ſelf in ſo {trict a friendſhip with him, that never were | 


two Lovers linxed with a more violent paſſhon ; whe- 
ther it werea hunting, or at other exerciſes, or in vi- 
ſiting Ladies they were never ſeen aſunder, At firſt 
Oro0ndates preſizd Artaxerxes to receive what was 
due to him from the Prince of the 17-ſſagers ; but 
he fo often teſtified he was not pleaſed with thoſe re- 
ſpects, and conjured him fo ardently to forbear them, 
that my Maſter, after much rcſiitance, was at lat 
conſtrained to let himſelf be overcome, and to live 
with him almo{t in the ſame faſhion, as he ſhould 
have done if his true quality had been known. This 
freedom abſolutely conquered Oroondates, and plun- 
ged him into that friendthip, for which he hath ſince 
received ſuch ſenſible afflictions: And truly I muſt con- 
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feſs to you,that the Sun ncver beheld any thing more 
lovely than Artzxerxes, and that I have not attribu- | 


ted any qualities to my Maſter, which that Prince 


polſcfſed not as advantaciouſly as he : You already |: 


know fomethins of his valour, his handſoraneſs was 
acmirable, his goodneſs went beyond it, and in all 


his actions he had a grace fo little common;that it was : 
impoſhble to know him, and not to love kim. I | 


wonder not if my Maſter was bound to him with ſo 
ſtrong a chain, ſince I my ſelf have felt the effects of 
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his merits, with a paſſion which ſhall for ever -make ' 
me reverence his memory. 

This remembrance made ſome tears fall from .4- 
raxes eyes, and Lyſimachus who till then had heark- 
ned without interrupting him, coming as it were out 
of a trance, in which his aſtoniſhment and attention 
to the recital of thoſe extraordinary things had buri- 
ed him: 7 bear a part with you ( aid he) in your 
grief, whatſoever it be; but you have told me ſuch 
$Frange adventures, and wherein I perceive I ſhall 
have a very preat ſhare, that it is impoſſible for me to 
expreſs the confuſion you have put me in : Yet proceed 
I pray you, and fear not that I will interrupt you. 

The Prince of Scyrhia (continued Araxes) did in- 
decd receive ſome ſatisfaction in the kindneſs of 4r- 
taxerxes, in the favor of Darizzs, and in the love of 
his whole Family, and conftrain'd himſelf, as much as 


| waspcflille for him, to teftifie his acknowledgment: 


But his paiſion, which was infinitely augmented by 
converling with the Princeſs, could not be ſatisfied 
with thote contentments ; and thoſe favours where- 
with he was in a manner overwhelmed, how dear 
ſoever they wereto him, began to be but troubleſom, 
when he turn'd his thoughts upon thoſe, whereon he 
had fixed his whole defires. He ſaw the Princeſs 
daily, cntertain'd her with much liberty, and was 
looked upon with a very favorable cye ; that great 
and vertuous Lady thinking her ſelf obliged to take 
oft much of ker ſeverity for his ſake, and at leaſt to 
afford a good look to the preſerver of the whole Roy- 
al family ; beſides, my Maiters rare endowments 
already prepofIit with powerful obligations. This 
converſation perfected the undoing ofmy poor Prince 
and difcovering charms in the mind and manners of 
that divine Princeſs, which were more attractive than 


over to his paſſion, that by it he loit, not only part of 
his 12vincible courage, but alſo the whole remainder 
of his Guizt. The liverty he had with her, made him 
but the more {ad ; and all he could do for himſelfin 
his preſent condition, was to be patient and wait the 
pleaſure of the gods, without attempting any other 
remedy. Toexpreſs love toher as Oronres, he ſaw 
but little reaſon, and leſs hope of being favorably re- 
ceived; and to diſcover himſelf, was the utter ruine 
of all his projects, and too evident a danger of his 
life, which yet he would have hazarded without dif- 
ficulty, ifhe had ſeen butnever fo little probability in 
his deſi-n. Th:f& coniilerations, which he often 
did me the honour to communicate to me, made him ' 
reſolve to keep himſelf {till undiſcovered, and in the 
interim to endeavor to win the Princefles favor under 
the name cf 0roxtes ; till being aſſured of it by ſome 
proofs, and having made himſelf yet more powerful 
with the Kins by ſome important ſervice, he nught 
ſce more encouracement, and leſs danger to declare 
himſelf. 

In the mean time he continued his viſits ; but he 
entertain'd the Princeſs with ſo much reſpect and wa- 
rincſs, and with diſcourſes ſo far from the inclinations 
he had to her, that unleſs by his ardent ſighs he gave 
ſome knowledge of his paſſion, it was no cafie mat- 
ter for her to perceive it, Not but that he ſought all 
occaſions to pleaſe her, and todo her all kind of little 
ſervices with ſuch care and watchfulneſs as is not to 
be found in one indifferent ; his looks allo ſpolte ſuf- 
fciently to make him be un exitood by an intcrefled 
perſon : but his mouth wasalwates firent, ani tongue 
tied vpby fo profound a reſpec, that it left its whole 
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buſineſs to his eyes, and to his heart ali the pain it 
ſuffer'd for the temerity he accufed it of. He con- 
tinued upon theſe terms two or three days, and his 
diſquiets ſo charged his humour, that growing daily 
more melancholique, and leſs ſociable, he at lait was 
hardly to be known, W henl undertook to comfort 
him, and to condemn the weakneſs he ſhewed, he 
anſwer d_ me with nothing but ſighs and ſobs, which 
piercing my very ſoul with grief, made me dete't his 
. ruinous paſſion : His body grew quickly ſenſible of 
his minds afflition, and his former good looks gave 
place to a ſa!low complexion, which left almoſt no 
mark of that excelling comlineſs,>that was wont to 
work an aitoniſhment in the Perſtans, Artaxerxes, 
who from day to day obſerv'd ſo wonderful an altera- 
tion, took a great dcal of pains to find the cauſe ; but 
Oroondates till put him off with ſome fain'd excuſe, 
and diſguiſed the truth from him by all the pretences 
- hecould invent, He tried todivert him by all man- 
-ner of paſs times and exerciſes ; but ſecing all his 
cares were vain, te bore a part of his trouble with 
very much diſcontent, and was ſo exceſſively griev'd, 
that my Maſter knowing his affection by thoſe viſible 
proofs, con{train'd himſelf in his preſence, and for- 
ced his countenance to expreſs a pleaſantneſs,of which 
his heart was utterly uncapable. The King, who 
lov'd him dearly, uſed his endeavours to infuſe mirth 
#96 him; nor did the Quecns and Princefſes forget 
any kind of divertiſment to withdraw him from a ſad- 
neſs, which infected the whole Corrt, 
One evening the King being with the Queen his 
mother, where the Queen his wife, the Princefles 
his daughters, and the faireſt Ladies of the Court 
werelikewiſe; the Company having long entertain'd 
it ſelf with the change of my Maſters looks and hu- 
mor, and every one diverſly alledging the cauſe, the 
King giving his opinion ; Without doubt, *tis_ Love 
(faid he) that hath robb'd us of the Prince of the M- [- 
ſ1getes, and he bath infal ibly left ſome Beauty in 
Scythia, which perſecures him here in Perlia, and ſo 
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revenges her Country for the injury we do it, in de- | 
priving it of a Prince, who 1s one of its cinefeſt orna- | 


ments. Artabaſus, who was near the Kino, replicd : 
Do you think, Sir, that among ſo many Ladies as 
are here, there may not one be found, whoſe beauty 
might have proadnced an effect ſo diſadvantaveons 10 
our contentment ? For mypart, I believe "tis among 
the Perſians, Orontes has I: ft that liberty hepreſeru'd 
_ among the Scythians, ſince he hath left that pleaſing 
humour, and thoſe freſh looks here, woich he brought 
with himout of his own country, If it be ſo (cried 


the King) and that among our Ladies there be any ſo | 


cruel, as tofet him continue longer in a condition ſo 
wortby of pity, 1 declare my ſeif her mortal ener. y, 
and ſwear by the Sun, I will receive all the harſh uſaze 
ſhe ſhall ſhew him, as done to mine own perſon. Ar- 
eaxerxes, to ſecond the King his Father, conjured all 
the Ladies one after another to have compaſſon of his 
dear Oreates; and the Queen his mother added, / 
do not bilieve thit among all our Ladies, theres any 
ſo flinty as to reje(t Orontes's affettions, nor that the 
credit of a King, or interceſſion of a friend can obtain 
much,where his merits bave been able to do nothing. O- 
roondates, who was touched to the heart with all theſe 
diſcourſes, would often have anſwered ſuch obliging 
ſpeeches ; but fearing he ſhould not have power e- 
nough over his paſſion, to keep himſelf from giving 
ſome knowledgeofit, either by his words or action, 
he went to joyn diſcourſe with the Princeſs Roxana, 
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Barſina,and Memnon,who were converſing together 
near a window, and left them not till the King retir- 
ed : but during their entertainment, he had his eyes 
ſo fix'd upon the Princeſs, and ſhewed ſo much di- 
{traction in all his talk, that Roxana was like to have 
ſuſpected ſomething of the truth. 

After that time, ſeeing how concern'd the whole 
Court was in his ſad, or pleaſing humour, and in 
what manner his leaſt actions were obſerv'd, he ſtrove 
to diſſemble part of his diſcontent, and to give thoſe 
that were moſt curious, leſs occaſion of inquiry after 
the cauſe of it, net being willing to diſcover that by 
his imprudence, which he hid with ſo much care, e- 
ven to the loſs of all his repoſe and quictneſs. But 
alas ! the diſeaſe was already too violent,and his ſoul 
was too full of paſſion, to aſtord a room for any other 
thing. This coni{traint made him ſtill grow worſe, 
and he would have waſted awayinſenſibly to nothing, 
if that which happen'd to him ſhortly after had not 
made ſome change,or rather alteration in his fortune. 

The fairneſs ofa day extraordinary clear, and tem- 
perate for the ſeaſon it then was, invited the Prin- 
ceſſes, to walk in the Gardens of the Pa'ace ; the 
greateit Gallants waited on them thither, and at their 
alighting out of their Chariots, Orocndares took 
Statira by the hand Hydaspes Pariſatis, Artaxerxes 
Roxana, and Mernn his dear Barſina ; Rhefaces, 
Ariobarſancs,,O0rſines, and ſome others, led 4 ſs- 
noe, Cleone, and other fair Ladies, whereof the Per- 
ſian Court was exceedingly well ftored , It ' is not 
neceſſary for me to deſcribe the beauty of thoſe Gar- 
dens to you, you have ſeen them in their greateſt 
glory, beforc the inſolency of ſome looſe women car- 
ried on your Great King to the ruine of the braveſt 
Palace, and faireit City of the world. After that the 
whole company had walked together awhile,it divid- 
cdit ſelf according to the ſcveral inclinations of theLa- 
dics,one vart ran to thcFountains, another ſcught for 
ſhade in Arbours ; ſome ſate down upon the graſs ,and 
the relt viſited the fair and ſpacious Allies. Srarira be- 
ing her ſelf alone withIreondares,in a by-walk,twen- 
ty ortl.irty paces frm all the Company, reſolv'd to 
take that time to diſcover his trouble ; and when ſhe 
thought no body could over hear her,having looked a 
while carnel{tly upon him; ** Orontes(ſaid ſhe)after the 
<« proofs we have had of your noblcneſs and civility, 
«<j\ave I not reaſon to believe you have alſo a read1- 
« neſs to comply with Ladie-, and particularly with 
<- them that eiteem you ſo much asI do: 7 ſzy, who 
© unfeignedly acknowledge your generoſity more, 
© than all thoſe you have obliged ? My Prince aſto- 
niſhed at the beginning of this Diſcourſe, was a while 
without anſwering ; but in the end, that he might 
not continue ſilent, © Madam, ( ſaid he with a very 
&« low humility ). there is ſo much glory in pleaſing 
« and obeying you, thut, the&ugh I were not engaged 
© both by duty and inclination to that compliance 
<« and obedience, I find too high recompences there- 
« by, ever to forſake cither oi them ſo long as I live. 
«TI expected no leſs (replied the Princeſſe) from a 
<« civility ſo well known to me, but if I be not ſatisfied 
<« with words, & that the intereit | take in your good 
© will makes me defire proofs thereof ; will you not 
<« fall off from that obedience you promiſe me, and 
© leave me the trouble and ſhame of a refuſal, which 
* mine indifcretion hath perchance deſerved ? Or c0n- 
dates not knowins whither thisDiſcourſe wc uld tend, 
anſwered her trembling with love and reſpect; © No, 
adam, 1 will never fall back from the vow I _ 
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Book I * 
& made to obey you eternally . and ſhould I in that 
&« honour mect the certain loſs of my lite, it is too 


<« advantageous to me, Not to embraceit, as my molt 
« slorious fortune, That's too much, ( replied Sta» 


© tira I have ſenſe enough of my obligations to you, - 


« never to buy the greatelt good I could wiſh for, at 
& ſycha price ; and indeed it is nothing but the de- 
« fre of its preſervation that makes me curious, and 
« rerhaps indiſcreet,, in urging you to things which 
« ir may be are both againſt your humour, anda- 
«oainſt your reſolution, /» ſhore Orontes, that 
& which 1 defire of you, ( both by the remembrance 
« of your promiſe, and by the conſideration of that 
« which you love beſt in the world ) is nothing elſe 
< but the confeſſion of the true cauſe of your affiictt- 
«on. I conjure you to it, Orontes, as much as 1t is 


« poſſible for me, andI proteſt to you it isnot out of. 


« any curioſity in my humour, that I intreat this of 
< you; but out of the real compaſſion I have of your 
« trouble, and adeſire to procure its redreſs, by all 
& the means that ſhall depend upon my aſli{tance, and 
& the credit of the King my Father. 

If my Prince had been ſtruck with thunder,he could 
not have been more ſuddenly deprived of all ſence 
than he was at the hearing of theſe words; he was 
not able to keep himſelt from ſtepping back, and 
changing colour two or three times, with actions of 
a man quite beſide himſelf; and was ſo inwardly 
touch'd, that the Princeſs who conſidered all his car- 
rizge with aſtoniſhment, repented her ſelf of having 
preſs'd him ſo far : but much more, when lifting up 
his eyes; ( from which he could not withhold ſome 
ears ) and fixing them upon hers; Ab! Madam, 
( ſaid he, with the tone of his voice quite altercd ) 
Woxze #t you ak me? He repeated theſe words 


twice, and then walking about twenty paces with | 


her, before he ſpoke, being entranced like a man in 
the agony of death, he had a thouſand deſignes in his 
head, all which in the end gave place to his laſt reſo- 
lution ; that being taken he made a itand, and turn- 
ing toward the Princeſs, ſo chang'd, that ſhe was 
much troubled at it: © Yes, Madam, ( faid hel 
« will obey you,and though] ſee my death inevitable 
«in what you defire of me, I remember that in the 
« offers I made you, I exempted it not from the 
<« proofs of my obedience. The Princeſs as much 
ſurpris'd as he, and perhaps beginning to doubt the 
tryth, was very ſorry ſhe had gone ſo far, andinter- 
rupting him, ſaid, Vo, no, Orontes, I will have none 
from you of that nature ;, I thoutht I had ached ſome- 
thing of ſmaller moment z, bit ſince it is of ſo great 
rmportaice, 1, if you pleaſe, will diſ-engave you of 
all you bave promiſed me, My Maſter, who after 
aſtrong conflict, had already taken his reſolution, 
and who without doubt, would have been ſorry to 
loſe an opportunity, which perchance he might not 
finle again in his whole life time, reſolv'd to break 
through that dangerous paſſage, and ſaid to her with 
a voice a little more confident; No, zo, Madam, 
tis now too late to free me from a thing, to which 
<Tam already engaged, both by my promiſe, and 
© by other too powerful conſiderations ;* and that 
© charitable care you expreſs for the conſervation of 
©< my life, wil not be unufcful to me, when you 
ſhall know it depends only upon your ſelf; the 
* Gods are my witneſſes, ( continued be, lifting up 


© his eyes andhands to Heaven) thatnothins but your - 


CC 
command alone could have drawn from my mouth 


*a confeſſion which will be mo{ fatal to me, and { 
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:< which without your expreſs injunftion, I would 
< have carried with me, ſecret and undiſcovered tomy 
« srave: Yes, doubtleſs, I ſhould rather have choſen 
«to diein filence. than incur your diſpleaſure by fo 
© preſumptuous a Declaration : | but ſince that beſides 
<« the obligation to which your will has engaged me, 
«I ſee my deſtruction evident on all ſides however; I 
< ſhall think it both more glorious, and more juſtifi- 
«< able, when by your own command, I ſhall have 
«told you, that you your ſelfare the cauſe of it : 
<« Let not this inſolent confeſſion ſurpriſe you, Ma- 
* dam, nor do not turnaway your eyes through hor- 
© rour or indignation, from this unfortunate man : 
<It'strue, Madam, I have faid it, andif at the laſt 
& extremity of my life I may be permitted to fay't a- 
<« ain, Idicfor you; and it one death be too poor 
*to ſatisfie you, accuſe the gods for having given 
© me but one life, to make reparation for an offence, 
«the expiation whereof would require a thouſand. 
The Prince would have ſaid more, if the Princeſs 
touch'd to the quick with ſo free a Declaration, and 
who knowing her ſelf to be daughter to the great- 
eſt King upon Earth, thought,no Prince inthe world 
ought to ſpeak to her in ſuch tearms as thoſe, had . 
not pulPd her hand away from him, and ſate down 
_ a green Bank, looking-on him with eyes ful 
of diſdain, while this poor Prince leaning againſt a 
Tree, waited trembling, for the ſentence of his con- 
demnation. She bethought her ſelf a while what ſhe 
ſhould anſwer, wavering between anger, and com- 
paſhon ; ſhe had already ſome good will towards 
him, and though ſhe thought her ſelf highly offend- 
ed, ſhe alſo remembred what he had done for her 
and hers; which indeed were ſervices conſiderable 
enough, to blot a light offence out of the mind of one 
ſo nearly obliged : this reflexion ſoftned her a little, 
but hindred her not from making this anſwer, with 
much coldneſs and moderation. © Oronres, if the 
<« 9bligations I have to you for my Brothers life, and 
« the liberty of our family, were not as great as the - 
<« fault you are guilty of, I ſhould not want means - 
«to make you underitand the nature of an offence, 
© which, without doubt, your good reception in 
* this Court hath encouraged you to coinmit : but 
& fince whether I will or no, I am much indebted to 
* you, and that by mine impertinent curioſity 1 
<« have ſome ſhare in your fault my ſelf, I will con- 
*ceal't, upon condition you ſhall never entertain me 
«again with ſuch like follies, and that you will uttcr- 
«ly loſe all thoughts of them, on pain of my ever- 
«laſting hatred. Theſe words went ſo near to Oro- 
ondates, that depriving him of ſpeech and ſenſe, 
they made him fall down at her feet, without any 
ſign of life. The: Princeſs touch'd at that object, 
with compaſſion, altoniſhment, and perhaps with an 
affection then taking birth, caſt forth a great cry, at 
which two ofher maids who were not far off, came 
running, and after them Barſina and Aeranon, and a 
while after Arraxerxes,and the whole company;their 
orief was very violent, but not long, and my Maſter 
coming to himſelf within a while, drew them out of 
that appreherſion, into which his ſwouning had put 
them. He was much aſhamed to find himſelf, in the 
midit of all that company, and inthe arms of Artax- 
erxes, Who bedewed his face with tears; but when 
he had well recovered his ſenfe and reaſon, hefearcd 
he had by that accident diſcovered what he ſo much 
deſired to conceal ; and riſing up, bezged pardon of 
the Company, for the trouble his indiſpoſition had 
| F g£1Ven 


giventhem; ſo taking his leave of them, and of his 
Princeſs by a look that had ſomething of fatal init, 
he retired with Prince Artaxerxes, who by no 
means would forſake him, and with many others 
who accompanied him to his Lodging. 

-iraxes would have gone on with his Diſcourſe ; 
and Lyſimachus hearkned to. him with ſo much at- 
tention, that he never thought of dining, and would 
have paſt the reſt of the day, before it had eyer come 
into his minde, if Amintas and Polemon had not 
come to interrupt them for. that purpoſe : They re- 
turn'd into the houſe, and Lyſmmachs having made 
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ſuch a meal as the diſquietneſs of his thoughts would 
ſuffer him, went to vilit Oroondates, whom he no 
longer could behold without admiration ; he found 


P art. I, 


him taking his reſt, and not being willing to diſturb 
it, he took Araxes by the hand, and brought him 
to the ſame place where they had paſs'd the morning, 
ſufficient expreſſing by that ation what he deſired 
of him. That faithful ſervant, who knew his mean- 
ing, and who was never ſo weli ſatisfied as when he 
was talking of his Maſter, without making himſelf 
to be entreated, began to continue his Relation on 
this manner, 


T he End of the Firſt Book. 
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HE accident that had happen'd to my Ma- 

ſter paſs'd, in the opinion of the whole 

Court, for aneffect of his bodily indiſpoſi- 

tion; and of ail them that had been preſent, 
perhaps there was not one who guels'd at the true 
cauſe of it. As ſoon as he was in his Chamber, 
Prince Artaxerxes would need have him go to bed, 
and take his reſt the remaiader of that day, without 
being diſturb'd by any body ; he did ſo to obey him, 
and was no ſooner laid, but the Prince after having 
cloſely embraced him, and conjured him to be chear- 
ful, retired, and carricd with him all the company 
that waited on him: As ſoon as Oroouaates ſaw 
himſelf at liberty, his ſighs and tears broke forth 
with ſo much violence, that I thought his foul would 
have gone out with them - I drew near to comfort 
him, and to take that part I was wont to bear in his 
affliction; but no ſooner began to open my mouth, 
when, © Let me alone Araxes, (ſaid he) and give 
«this miſerable wretch leaveto dyein peace; tie 
&« not thy ſclf any longer to the fortune of. the moſt 
£ unhappy man upon the face of the whole Earth ; 
«take all the Money and Jewels I have left, return 
© to thy friends and mine, and looſe both the ſight 
« and the remembrance of him that would over- 


« whelm theein his ruines,and if thou ſhould'i {till be | 


© ſo obſtinate as to keep his company : I endured 
«thy aſſiſtance as long as I was ſuffered to live, but 


<« now that is forbidden me, and that Ihave received }. 


*© the cruel ſentence of my death, leave this unfortu- 
< nate man for ever, and go tell the King of Scythia 
< the fatal adventure of his ſon ; tell himT am dead, 
«by a Sovcraign Decree, but a Decree -pronounc'd 
« by the faireſt mouth in the World > rel! him, 
« That Dar takes revenge by his Daughter, for 
<«<the Defeat of his Armies, and that I ſatisfic for the 
© blood of ſo many thouſand Perſians, flainby him 
« cruelly inthe Wars, He ſaid many other things, 


<« which pierc'd my very heart with compaſſion, and 
© mace me anſwer with a deluge of tears, which I 
<ponr'd forth at his bed fide ; I would nevertheleſs 
have alledged ſome reaſons, to ſettle him in better 
temper, but he ſtopt my mouth ; ſaying, It is e- 
* nough, Araxes, let's talls no more on't ; Starira 
«will have me die, and I am fully reſolv'd to obey 
« her; oppoſe my intention no: longer, ſince thou 
« knoweit I am not ignorant of the means. Yes fair 
«© Princeſs, ( continued he, lifting up his eyes and 
*© croſſing bis arms upon ht breaſt) you ſhe!! be ſerv'd 
<« your own way,& you ſhall not at all ftzoo inneed 
« of any bodies aff/tance, to puniſh me for the of- 
« fence I have committed again{ you : you forbid 
© meto ſpeak, nay, you forbid me to think of my 


| < affection ; but then you ſhould have forbidden me 


© to come into your Tent that fatal night, in which 
«1 preſervd both you and yours, from the inſolen- 
« cy of the Scythians. That ſmall ſervice for which 
« you confeſs your ſelf indebted to me whether you 
<« will or no, makes you conceal my crime ; but 
« that which you call crime, ought to be a thouſand 
«times more conſiderable to you then' that ſervice. 
«<In ſerving youin that encounter, I did but an acti- 
«< onof a Prince; but in forſakins all my friends, 
<« and deveſting my ſelf of all the bonds of nature, 
<< toreccivean incvitable deſtruction at your feet, I 
&« have done an action of a Prince that loves you, 
« andofa Prince that dies for you; ':7s true, you 
«arc ignorant of theſe obligations, but thoſe that 
Kare known to you, are conſiderable enough, to 
« make me expect the ſame ſucceſs in thoſe that are 
«< unknown. 

You threaten me your with eternal hatred ; © Ah ! 
« Cruel, and what have I done to you worthy of it ? 
« Examine the nature of mine offence, and you will 
&« ſee Tam not ſo gvil:ty, but that my death may free 


<< me from part ofthat ſeverity;ſhall your hatred laft 
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« Jonger than. my life; And can you deteſt a ſoul that 
« forſakes its body only to obey you ? No, no, 
«dear Princeſſe, you are not ſo hard hearted, that 
«© ſatisfaction will without duubt content you, and 
« and when 1 ſhall ceaſe to be, ſurely 1 {hall ceaſe 
& to be odtous to You, 

He had a thouſand other things to this purpoſe, 
and though Tus'd all myendeavoursto make him take 
ſorcthing to r-freſh him, he {til obſtinately refus d, 
and paſs'd the whole night 1+ complaints, that wou'd 
have touch'd the moſt inſenſible hearts with pity, 

When I came to his bedſide 'in the morning, I 
found him in a burning Feaver ; Princes Arraverxes 
who came into his chamber as ſoon as it was day, 
was exceedingly grieved at it, and ſending for his 
Phyſitians, forced him by my intreaty to take ſome- 
thing in his preſence; 
ver have brought him to it, but for tear he ſhould 
viſibly ſhew him his deſpair, he obeyed : yct as 
ſoon as he was gone he refuſed all things, and 
mock'd at all the Phyſitians preſcriptions. The 
King came that day to viit him..and expres d fo 
much trouble for his ficknefs, that bis griet was re- 
doubled by knowing he had ſo many partakers 111t, 
The Queen came thither alſo, and the Princeſs Pa- 
raſarts, for the the Princeſs Srarira, fearing that 
her preſence or countenance? migit diſcover ſome- 
thins, feizned an indiſpoſition to exempt her ſelf 
from that viſit. My poor ſick Maſter, who made 
not ſo favourable an interpretation of her abſence, 
was ſo touch'd with that inhumanity, tnat his Fe- 


ver &rew thereby much more violent, He paſs'd 


the ſecond nicht as he had done the firſt; and it was 
no ſooner day, but he-preſently cal d for his cloaths; 
hewasia ſo unita condition to riſe, that it was long 
ere he could perſwade me to obey him ; but inthe 
end ſecing he would have no denial, and that tc be- 
canto be angry with the Grooms of his Chamber, 1 
was fain to be patient and expect what would be the 
iſſue of his defisn: when he was ready, he went 
with much adoc into bis Cloſet ; commanding me to 
Ict in no body but Prince Artaxerxes : he had icarely 
ſhut himſelf in, but the Prince entred the Chamber, 
ant coming ſoftly to his bed, he admired when he 
found him not there, but more wien I told him in 
how weak eſtate he was gottenup, and what charge 
he had given me, Before he ſaw him, I begg'd 
that he would emplsy his power to perſwade him to 
have more care of himſelf, wherein he promiſed me 
to uſe his utmo{t endeavours. 

As ſoon as he was $on in to him, and he had bidden 
him good morrow, he ran with open armes-to em- 
brace him ; butmy Matter putting him back as well 
as his weakneſs would ſuffer him, ©*No,'no, Ar- 
©*Qaxerxes, ( ſuidbe ) tis not to me theſe kind- 
© nefſes are any longer due; you mu't n-w change 
< your manner of living with me, and with your 
*errour ote a friendfhip which I have not deſerv'd, 
* and which Ican no longer keep withour deceiving 
Though the advantages I receive thereb 
* are exceeding great, i cannot ſuiler my ſelf {till to 
* be -guilty of abuſing you, and having nothing 
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** more to fear, Ihave now no more necd to diſſem- 
ble. Artaxerzes amazcdat this diſcourſe expected the 
end of it with trouble and aſtoniſhment, while O7c- 
ondates forcing himſelf beyond the ſtrength his pre- 
ſent indiſpoſition had left him, continued on this 
manner : « Benot ſo ſoon tranſported with wonder 
** Artaxerxes, and fince you have ſo much deſired to | 
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without his help I ſhould ne- | 
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» © know the cauſe of my diſcontent, learn with .it the 
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«the crime, the name, and. the quality of him you 
«have honoured with your friendſhip ; Bftt rather 
« (purſued he, taking 4 Dagger which lay pon the 
« Table, and preferring the handle of it to him? © 
< take this ſteel for a revenger of my crimcs, and ag 
< foon as I have ſpoke the word, ſtrike through the 
< heart of this &ifloyal man, who hath repaid your 
© open freedom with diſfimulation; let not our friend- 
*[hip difſwade you from it, for though Idearly pre- 
«ſerve it's memory, 'twill quickly be at an end on 
« your part; think not you ſhall infringe the remain- 
«der of it by this action, ſince it is fate for your E- 
* ſtate, pleaſing to all your friends ; and fince by 
* ſending me out of this world, you will free. your 
<*ſeifofan.cnemy, who were not to bedeſpiſed if his 
© hatred were hereditary ; to conclude, confider me 
*©no longer as Grontes, Prince of the Mafſagetes, 
© who had the happineſs to do. you ſome ſmall ſervice 
© but as 0r00ndates Prince of Scythia, and lawful 
** Succeſſor to him that hath ſo often dyed the Fields 
*<redin the blood of your Subjects, and whom (to 
** make him compleatly cuilty ) the Beauty of. the 
© Princeſs Satire your fiiter drew unto this: Z0y 
©© where her hatred hath reduced himtothat miſcta- 
* ble condition in which you ſee him + why:do you 
* delay ſtill, now you-know all this? you will not 
* be blamed-for deſtroying him, whom yo yhave 
**fo much cauſe to hate ; the King your Father 
*< will thank you ; and your fiſter, who before ſhe 
©Kknew me, was taught to hate me from her Cradle, 
* wil think her ſelf extreamly obliged to you for 
cc it. 

Artaxerxes whom ſo unexpected a diſcovery had 
mace more unmoveable then a Statue, knew not whe- 
ther he were awake, orin aſlcep, and not being able 
to imagine ſuch ſtrange things could be other then a 
dream ; he was abſolutely like a dead body, fave 
that the teats which ran down his face, gave ſome te- 
it1mony that hewas alive. In the mcan time Croox- 
dates perliited in his deſign, and angry to ſee him ſa 
ſlow to take revenge; theſe rears (aid he) 7zjure 
Jour courage, and this irreſolution wrongs the gexe- 
roſity of Artaxcrxes ; let not this occaſion eſcape to re- 
wenge your ſelf of a powerful enemy, and to oblige a 
faithful friend : my death will be wore glorious, and 
wore wilcome from your kand, than from mine own; 
and though both. ſhould refuſe to give it we, Love + 
Grief, and Sickneſs will ſhcrtly ſartsfie my deſires. 

Artaxerxes who till then had hearkened to him + 
with attention, waken'd at laſt as out ofadeep ſleep, 
and knowing that all he ſaw was molt afſuredly true, 
aſter having conſidered a while, he threw himſelf 
ſuddenly upon him, his heart being fo preſſed be- 
tween a mixture of grief and joy, that he was a long 
time before he could get out one word. Though 
Oroondates loved him more then his own ſelf, (the 
condition he was in rendring him uncapable to taite 
any happineſs) he at firſt received his kindneſs very 
coldly, but ther coming to conſider, with what at- 
feion the Prince embraced him, after a Declarati- 
on, that ſcem'd juſtly to exempt him from it, he was 
aſham'd to let himſelf be overcome in generoſity ; 
and hugging him in his arms, as cloſe as his weak- 
neſs could, permit ; he made him quickly know, he 
had not put off the affection of Orortes, though he 
had laid aſide his name and quality : They held one 
another a good while in ſuch ſtrait embraces, that 
they ſeem'd to. be become'one body ; but at laft the 
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time they ſpent in them having ſomething diſſipated 
Artaxerxes aſtoniſhment, and given him leiſure to 
recover his ſpirits, he ſaid to Oroondates, with a 
more ſetled countenance; © Great Prince, the er- 
©& rour your diſguiſe ha's made me live in, cauſes in 
&E me as much trouble, as the honour of ſeeing you 
©in this place does joy for ſo unexpected a happineſs. 
<& | have failed infinitely in my behaviour toward you, 
& and ifI were not aſſured of your goodneſs, I ſhould 
© have no hope of pardon; as you( if / may ſay ſuch 
& thing ) ſhall be a good while before you obtain 
<« it, for an opinion that ha's mortally offended me. 
« Cruel Oroondates,could you believe that the change 
& of your condition, and the hatred of our Families, 
© could change my affection to you, and that Ar- 
& taxerxes was ſo cowardly tolay hold of ſuch a baſe 
& occaſion, to revenge himſelf of an Enemy, from 
& whom he has received both his life and liberty ? 
& No, no, generous Prince, Poſterity ſhall not bluſh 
. Efora crime, the ſtain whereof would remain eter- 
<«nally inthe blood Royal of Perſ#a, and it ſhall never 
< be reproach'd to me, that the knowledge of Orooz- 
& Jates blotted out my remembrance of our Obliga- 
« tions to Oronres. 


&« the alteration of your quality allow me any 
< remainder of your former liberty, I will love you 
«alwaies more than my ſelf, ſince it is impoſſible for 
& me to live without your affection ; reccive great 
& Prince theſe new-aſſurances I give you of mine, and 
« refuſe me not the confirmation of thoſe I have re- 
e ceived from you. If Statira (who is too much hon- 
&« oured by your love) have not the ſame inclinations, 
e and ſame ſenſe of the pains you have taken for her, 
&« ] willdifown her, and declare my ſelf her moſt bit- 
<terenemy ; I hope nevertheleſs that the knowledge 
« of your merits, and of your'birth, added to the 
<« force of my perſwafions, will be able to do much 
<« with her, againſt whom I take your part with ſo 
<« ſtrong a paſſion, that you ſhall ſoon perceive how 
&« dear your intereſts are tome. All the recompence 
&« I pretend to by it, is nothing but to change your 
« diſcontented manner of life, ſince I can take no 
<« pleaſure in' mine, while you are ſo afflicted; and 
&« that from henceforth you ought to rely-upon my 
& care, in whatſoever ſhall concern you. 

| It is not poſſible for me to relate Oroondates's joy 
and wonder, his hope raiſing it ſelf by fuch ſweet 
promiſes, he became quite changed in a moment ; 
" and theſe teſtimonies of a friendſhip which was ſo 
dear, and ſo advantageous to him, produced very 
ſudden and marvellous effets, both in regard of the 
health of his body, and of the quiet of his minde ; 
and indeed, he ſo forgot his ſickneſs to anſwer A4r- 
taxerxes freedom, and engaged himſelf ſo far in 
proteſtations of ſervice and friendſhip, that he would 
not have given over of a long time, if that Prince 
who forſook not the care of his health, had not ina 
manner by force made him to go to bed, refuſing to 
hear any more till he wasthere again. When he had 
yielded to his deſires, Arraxerxes fate down by his 
bed fide; and there being no body but I left in the 
Chamber, hecommanded me to recount to him my 
Maſters adventures, which till that day he was igno- 
rant of, My Prince notwithſtanding all 4rraxerxess 
endeavours to hinder him by -reaſon of his fever, 
- would needs make recital of them himſelf ; not 
thinking any body elſe was able to expreſs the leaſt 


part of his paſſion ; hetook up the Story therefore | 


j 
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I lovd you as Oronres. ! 
but I will horour you as Oroondares; and if 


Part. I, 


from the beginning of his love; not hiding from him 
the ſmalleſt particolarities , even to the Princeſſes 
lait words, which had cauſed his falling into the ſwoun, 
the occaſion whereof Artaxerxes till then was igno- 
rant of, andhe related it ſo feelingly, that the very 
remembrance of it would have put him into the ſame 
condition, if the Prince who had hearkn'd to him 
without interruption, had not comforted him with 
theſe words. © Though your diſtruſt, and obſtinacy 
<« in concealing your ſelf from the moſt faithful Friend 
« you ever had, touches me very ſenſibly, Iwill not 
«call to minde that injury, fince you have forgotten 


«© greater, and of more importance ; and without 


< conſidering the offence I commit againſt him by 
« whom I came into this world, I will employ my 
<« endeavours for you with ſuch care, that they ſhall 
<« not be unprofitable. Sratira loves me exceeding- 
«ly, and you are exceeding lovely, theſe two points 
« make me hope for all manner of good fortune, if 
<« yours depend only upon her, ſince while I entreat 
<« her as your friend,l will counſel her as her brother: 
«T aſſure my ſelf ſhe will hearken to us, and I alrea- 
«dy bclieve ſhe hates you not, conſidering that be- 
«ſides the obligations for which the is indebted to 
« you, I dare ſwear there are few Ladies in the Court 
« that have not ſome inclination to you; loſe not this 
« opinion forthe words ſhe ſpoke, they are no ſign 
« ofaverſion ;.and it were very ſtrange, if ſo unex- 
© pected an encounter with a diſcourſe ſo unlook'd 
« for, from a man whom ſhe ever thought her inferi- 
« or, ſhould not have extreamly ſurpriſed her : You 
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«know the cujtoms of her ſex, and eſpecially-of 


«thoſe of her quality, conſider them I beſeech you, 
« and inſtead of cajting your ſclf into a deſpair unwor- 
«thy of your courage, recover your former health, 
«your former humour, and expect all manner of 
« ſatisfaction,from your own merit and my aſſiſtance, 
And ds you (replied Orocndates) expeit from me all 
that you ought to look, fir from a Prince, whom you 


; have draiyn out of the grave, and who will not with 


| leſs paſſion embrace the occaſions of ſacrificing hin ſeif 


for you, than he would that exceſs of happineſs you 
promiſe him, 

After theſe paſſages and ſome others, Artaxerxes 
took leave of him to go labour for his contentment, 
and to give him liberty to take a little reſt, I ſay reſt, 
ſince indeed he now began to taſte ſome in ſuch ſweet 
hopes, and that. he forſook the deſire of death,upon 
which he had ſo firmly fixt his reſolution; though the 
diſorder he had cc mmitted in rifingthat day,had ſome- 
thing moved him, yet was not his feaver the more 
violent for it ; and within two hours after the Prince 
of Perſia's departure, the Phyſicians found leſs di- 
ſtemper in his pulſe, and more ſignes of recovery in 
his voice and countenance, 

In the mean time Prince Artaxerxes giving the 
Gods thanks for their favour, in affording him the 
means to requite part of his engagements to my Ma- 
ſter, reſolv'd to lay hold of the occaſion with ſo much 
care, that he might never be accuſed of ingratitude ; 
and not bcing willing to delay it longer, as ſoon as he 
was out of my Maſters chamber, he went (as I have 
learn'd ſince) from Oroondates, to Princeſs Statira's 
Lodging. He found her without any other compa- 


ny but her maids, and not deſiring witnefles of what 


he had to ſay, he pray'd her to £0 into her Cloſet. 
When they were there together and had Kt the door, 
the Prince making her fit down by hir er he had 
a while look'd filently upon her, tookT 


pref. 


'ands, and: 


- much carneſtneſs he ſpoke, ſhe anſwered him more 
' ſeriouſly ; © The Prince of Perſia has ſo much affecti- 
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preſſing them gently between his : * Sifter ( ſaid he, 
« with a voice leſs confident than at other ries) 18 
« not true that you love me wel ? Brother (unſwer- 
« ed the Princeſſe) I know not to what cnd yorrask 
« affurances from me, of a thing which | belt. ve you 
« do not doubt. Brit I mean (rep/y'd he) that it is 
< with a friendſkip more thay ordinary, and th-t you 
©: will not refuſe to give me proofs of it, when I ſhall 
« defire them from you. They muit needs by ve- 
«ry difficult ones if I do ( ſaid the Princeſs) ſince 
< jt is not truer that I am Sratira; than it is that I 
&« love Artaxerxes more than all the world. I 
« 45k not ſo much (reply'd he,) and I will never envy 
<«;nother that which he hath deſerved better than l; 
« wonder not, liter, ( continued be) it I ask you 
& queſtions, which your manner of living does with- 
& gut doubt make you thiak ſtrange : I did really be- 
« lieve you lov'd me, and vpon that belict I have 
« Jaid a foundation for my life ; but ſee well to the 
« confirmation you give me of it, and remember, 
<« that if you have the heart to repent you, when I 
« ſhall deſire proofs, you ought no longer to hold 
&« Artaxerxes for your brother, but for the man 
«whom you have the mo!t mortally offerded in the 
«whole world, and for him whom you will molt in- 
& failibly ſend unto his grave. Till then the Princeſs 
was not moved at hisdiſcourſe ; but ſeeing with how 
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« oitive Prince; who to fly the anger of his Kiog,harli 
«ſought for ſanctuary in our Court : but a Prince,who 


<« which was ſo fatal to him, and ſo advantageous to 
| < our family; hath abandoned the tender afieGion of 
| © his Father, and the Countries over which Heaven 

* made him to be born a Sovereign, hath travelled 
&« thus far into his Fnemies territories, 2nd hath ex- 
<« poſed himſelf to ſo many evident dangers to ſee 
«you. and to dedicate a life unto you, which he 
« would not preſerve but for vour ſake. He would 
have gone on ſtill, when the Princeſs who had hear- 
ken'd to him with much attention and more aſtoniſh- 
ment, not ſufiering him to proceed farther, cryed 
cut, O Geds! Brother, do yer abuſe we, or muſt I 
£rve credit to what you ſay? © You ought to do fo, 
&« (rep/red be) fince I tell it you ſeriouſly, and con- 
« jure you to receive him as his birth, merit, and the 
* ſervices he hath done you,oblige you to do. What 
would you have we lyve the ſon of our ſworn Enemy, 
(/aid 5tatira? ) Sure if you conſider how hichly it will 
offend hin: to whom we ewe onr being, Yor will not think. 
it firance if I diſobcy you. ©T ſhallthink it a greater 
* cruelty than ccath it ſel! (anſwered Arraxerxes) 
{© having vowed ſuch a friendſhip.to the Prince of 
© Scythra, that our fortunes henceforth are infepara- 
<« ble : If you will not ſave his life, I beſeech you de- 


, 
| 
| 
| * burning for love-of you ever fince that Gr{t ſight, 
| 


< onto his ſiiter, that he will never defire any thing 
&« from her, vnworthy of cithcr of them, neither will 
« ſhe refuſe him her very life, if he ask it of her, for 
«1 proofof hers. I will ever be ready to lay down | 
<« mine, for the conſervation of yours, (rep/y'd the 
« Prizce) and will rather conſent to my own ruine, 
* than to your di{1dvantage , You have reafon to be- 
©leveit, deircit ſhiter, and alio will belt-ve that 


*tain me here no longer, and betteve you never 
«ſhall ſee 4rraxerres more but at his Funeral. 

TJ-4t poſſible (replied the Princeſs) you ſhowld be fo 
paſfonuely concorn'd for him that hath ſo eften ſhed 
the bloedof our Nation, and with whem you can hope 
fer ne peace fo long a5 his Father and yours are livin? 
* But is it poſſible,cruel Siſter, ( ſaid he) you ſhould 
* converſe the memory of that, after ſo many oblji- 
e* gations, which ought to have wiped it clean out of 
** your remembrance ? fre your intereſts in it great- 


& defiring only things which are eaſie, and which you 
* ovght to io, you will not rejuſe them, waen your 
& brothers ſafety is concern'd, In (hort, dear 11.ter, 
© not to detain you longer, it is mine own life I beg of | 
* you, in that of my dear Orontcs, both of them de- 
** pending abſolutely upon you,and you ought not to 
& judg-otherwiſe of the condition I am in t: an by that 
** to which you havereduced him If he die,it is impo- 
« {ſible I ſhould live ; if he live,] ſhall be indebted to 
&« you for my preſervation and it is rather me, than 
*& him, you make to ſufler the puniſhments of that 
< preſump:ion whereof you do accuſe him. Wonder 
© not,Siſter,”t:s in the lait extremity- of his life, that 
& he has diſcovered to m2 what paſſed between you; 
«and ts in theſame extremity he hath made himſelf ; 
& known, but known to be ſuch an one, that I may 
<« without injury tothe Crown of Periz, beg that of 
« you for him, which you mi-;ht refuſe Cronres. 

* Stick not therefore upon his quality, for it is c- 
© qual to ours, and we have found him too powerful 
« to have any reaſon to deſpiſe him : I muſt not keep 
&« you any longer in ſuſpence; befides your oblication 
«tohim, and your love to me,you have alſo diſcreti- 
* 0n enough to deſcrve to be trulted with a ſecret of 
« this conſequence, and to perſwade me to diſcover 
*to you, that it is no longer to Oroztes, Prince of the 
* AMaſſzgeres, youare fo much indebted, but to the 
< valiant Or00ndates Son to the Great Emperour of 
* Scythia, and lawful Succeſſor of the molt potent 
« Empire of all'E:170pe Be not amazed, dear S1- 
*< fer, but take this I tell you for a thing as true, as 
*to you it appears itrange, He is no. longer a Fu- 
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«er than mine? And can you look upon him as 0r0- 
« 0xd4.:tes, Who hath made his valour appear to our 
© Joſs, when he knew us not, and that his Uuty ob. 
& liged him to it ; without conſidering him at the ſame 
**tine, as the man that ſaved the honour the liberty 
© and the life of you and yours, :nd who to ſee you 
* and ſerve you, has made no difficulty to forſake his 
&« party, his Kingdom, his father, and his life it ſelf, 
* which he is come to deliver into the hands of his 
< moit mortal Enemies ? <hall a pretended injury 
©* make you forget ſuch real ſervices? And can it ſo 
<« prepoſicſs you, as to keep you from knowing * 
<& what you owe to the pains and hazards to which he 
<« hath cxpoſed himſelf for your ſake ? It is impoſſible 
©<(Statira) that ever you ſhoul1 be able to requite 
«them ? and ſhould you do much more in favour of 
« him than I demand, you would ſcarce dis-engage 
«< your ſclt of a part of your own debt, befides what 
«1s due to his intereſts and mine. Let us confider 
<« yours, fiiter, ſince | proteſted I would never de- 
« fire any thins to your diſadvantage ; can you wiſh 
« for a greater Prince, or a match more ſuitable to 
« your birth ? Would you have-a handſomer man ? 
«or rather is it poſſible ſo many excellent qualities, 
« and that comelineſs able to charm the rockieft 
© hearts ſhoul1 have ſufter'd you to remain unſenſi- 
«ble? No, n», dear fiiter,*if you have been fo hi- 
<Yherto. it is now time to let your ſelf be conquered ; 
« You have defended your ſelf too long againſt his 
«© merits, ag-in{t the obligations you have to him,and 
« apain't the carne!t interceſſion of a brotier, that 
& loves you far more than his own lf, 
| "0 
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To theſe words he added many others, able to 
ſoften a more ſavage heart than Srarira's ; in which, 
finding ſome inclination, they in the end forced her 
to yeild to ſo many powerful motives. She was a 
long time in theſe reflections, without anſwering 
her brother, who ſometimes imbraceing her . with 
much tenderneſſe, and ſometimes falling on his 
knees, forgot neither prayers nor tears, to move 
her to compaſſion, At laſt lifting up her head, and 
coming out of a deep ſtudy, the look'd upon him 
with ſomething a kinder eye, and caſting her arm 
about his neck, ſaid, «© Well then, brother, what 
& muſt1 do to ſatisfie you ? The Prince tranſported 
with joy, after he had ſtraitly embraced her, & You 
< mult cure poor Oroondates ( anſwered he) byan 
< vfage contrary to that, which put him into the con- 
&« dition you ſhall ſee him in, and by a diſavowing 


& of the words you ſpoke to him. Wrl that ſuffice 


or your ſatusfattion, replyed the Princeſs ? © No, 
£15 ade: 4 ſaid =, 1 ) when you have 
« rais'd him again from the place where you have 
« [aid him, you muſt acknowledge his ſervices, by 
<« 5iving him leave to hope for a friendſhip, which 
& he hath ſo well deſerved. « Well (anſwered Sta- 
© z;xa) I grant you all you deſire, fince you force 
« metoit, and that it is impoſſible for me to reſiſt a- 
< ny thing whercin you take ſo deep an intereſt ; For 
& your ſake,] will give him leave to love me. That's 
© not enough, (cry d Artaxerxes) his affection re- 
& quires more than ſo, and deſerves that his own 
<« conſideration ſhould oblige you to it ; -add but that 
& word ( dear ſiſter) if you would have me the 
<« moſt happy of all men living. Youare very trou- 
&« bleſome ( 4n/wered Stratira ſmiling ) yet fince I 
© have done ſo much, I will refuſe you nothing 
« more; but will leave to you the whole care and 
& management of an affection, into which you are 
<« 50ing to engage me,andwherein I foreſee an infinite 
«© number of obſtacles; your prudence ſhall make 
©< way through them if it can ; and remember I have 
© but a ſmall ſhare in the fault which you make me to 
& commit. The Prince extreamly overjoyed, after a 
multitude of thanks,and dear expreſſions, {trove to 
make her caſt away all the fears that aſſaulted her,& 
telling her the particulars of my Maſters life, left her 
not till he found ſhe had a great deal of good will to- 
ward him,and as much deſire to haſten his recovery. 
That it might not be delayed longer, Artaxerxes 
perſwaded the __ his Mother to go ſee him,that 
ſame Evening ; the Princeſſes her daughters accom- 
panied her, and he himſelf would needs make one 
in aviſitof his own motioning. The Princeſs S7a- 
rira entred into his Chamber trembling ; and conſi- 
dering what ſhe was going to do, and what repug- 
nancy ſhe found in her ſelf againſt thoſe things which 
her brother exacted from her ; ſhe drew near my 
Maſters bed, with ſo much confuſiun, that whoſoe- 
ver would have obſerved, her, might eaſily have 
found it in her countenance. Nevertheleſs having 
already ſome ſmall kindneſs toward him, and ſeeing 
him reduced to that ſad condition, only by the love 
he bore to her, pity compleated the introducing of 
affection, and made her reſolve to break through all 
difficulties, to ſatisfie her brother, to requite her 
obligations to my Maſter ; and alſo to follow the in- 
citements of an inclination which already began to 
gather ſtrength in her. After the Queen had asked 


him how he did, and talk'd a while with him, the 
Prince her ſon, as if he had ſomething to ſay to her, 
took Her with one hand, and the Princeſs Pariſatss 
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with the other, and led themtoa Window, where 
he amuſed them with ſome Diſcourſe which he in- 
vented for that purpoſe. 

Then it was that Princeſs Srariza was in ſo ſtrange 
a confuſion, that ſhe had very much ado to get out 
of it, and to remember her laſt reſolutions, My 
Prince trembling with love and fear, durſt hardly 
lift up his eyes unto her, and quite aſhamed that he 
was yct alive, ſcem'd to ask her pardon for it by his 
ſilence, and by ſome tears which utterly overcame 
her,and were like to have made her ſhow figns of her 
compaſſion, which queſtionleſs would have diſcove- 
red the cauſe of it. But ſhe reſiſted toutly, and com- 
ing near my Maſter, ſhe ſaid ſo(low that ſhe could 
not be heard by any body but him,)What, will O- 
rontes dze then ? © Yes, Madam, (anſwered he) he 


*« will dye, as he ought to do; and if he hath ſo long 6 | 


« deferred to give you that proof of his care to 
& pleaſe you, do noc accuſe him for it, ſince he hath 
« done both what he could, and what ke ſhould to 
« ſatisfie you. Lex Orontes dye if he will, (replied 
the Princeſſe ) ſo Oroondates live. Orvonaates 
quite loſt in that ſudden ſurpriſe of love and aſtoniſh- 
ment, was ſo ſtrucken for a time, that he could not 
find words to make reply ; yet ſecing that the 
Queen was ready to come back to him, he ſpoke 
theſe few unto the Princeſſe.< Oroord.:tes wouldlive, 
« Madam, if ſhe for whom he both will and ought 
© to dic, did but conſent unto his life. T he Princeſs 
anſwered him in haſte She not only conſents to it but 
alſo intreats, andif ſhe have any power,commanas it. 
The Queen, and the Princeſs Pariſatis, who 
drew near, hindred them from ſaying more : but 
Prince Artraxerxes knew cafily by my Maſters face, 
that ſhort time had been happily employed for him ; 
he could not diſſemble that joy he felt, and as ſoon as 
the Queen and the Princeſſes were gone, he learn'd 
the ſucceſſe from my Vaſter, with ſo many marks 
of ſatisfaction, that I thereby knew the ardency of 
his friend{hip to him better than before. It isnot 
poſſible for me to expreſſe in the leaſt degree, how 
my Maſter was tranſported, what he did 
what he ſaid to the Prince of Perſia, how of- 
ten he call'd him his God, and his protecting Angel, 
and how many proteltations - he made to him of an 
cternal fidelity. It ſhali ſuffice me to tell you, that 
the next day his Fever was gone, and that this 
change of his life made ſuch an alteration in his health, 
that within two days ke was out of his bed, and 
within two more out of his Chamber, 

Thoſe that were concern'd in his ſickneſſe, heard 
of his recovery with much joy ; and I may truly ſay, 
it was almoſt a publick gladneſſe, Oroondaress ver- 
tue having in that ſhort abode, gain'd him as many 
friends, as there were perſons capable to under- 
ſtand it. As ſoon as he went abroad, he repayed 
his viſits carefully, and when he had ſeen the King, 
and the Queens, he went to the two Princeſles, 
Lodgings, where he found them together, and their 
Couſin Roxana with them. He made his addreſ- 
ſes with the ſame fear, which of late did ever accom- 
pany him in Sratira's- preſence ; but Artaxerxes who 
came thither almoſt as ſoon as he, holding Pariſa- 
tis and Roxana in talk to oblige him, gave him as 
free liberty to entertain the Princeſſe as he could de- 
fire. He was not willing to loſe the opportunity, 


"and having look'd a while ſilently upon her, he ſaid 


at laſt with an inward trembling, I know not, 
& Madam, whether in giving me leave tolive, yon 


** have given me leave to ſpeak, but though I were 


« for- 
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« forbidden it for all things elſe, yet ought it at lealt 
*to be allowed me, that | may return her thanks 
« who hath preſerv'd my lite. 

The PrinceTe to theſe words made anſwer : 
« Our whole family hath obligat:ons to you of- the 
« {;me nature, and I ſhould have had little gratiti.de, 
« if T had not contributed all that depended on me, 
« toward the health of a perſon to whom weare all 
« {0 much indebted. ©] hoſe ſmall obligations (re- 
« plyed the Prince) carry their recompence along 
<« with them, and all the fervices 1 ſhall be able to do 
« you, while I have breath, are too glorioully paid 
<:Jready, if the charity you had toa dying man, be 
& not extinct to one whoin you ſee in bctrer health, 
& 1 did too good a work (antiwered the Princeſs ſmi- 
<ling) when I afſitted your recovery, ever to re- 
« pent me of it while Ilivez and beſides my know- 
<« ledge of your quality, your merits, and our en- 
<« gapements ; my brothers ſatisfaction is ſo dear to 
«me, that Ito it will alwayes ſacrifice. the better 
<< part of mine inclinations. Oroondates with a 
deepſighreplyed. * Since the Gods have been li- 
<« beral enough of their favours tome, to make me 
& worthy of my ſelf to ſerve you, I receive the 
* fortune they ſend as proceeding from them, and 
& if by the molt holy zeal,and the mo#t reſpective pa- 
« on that ever was, I cannot merit the honour of 
& being yours, I ſhall eiteem my iclf roo happy, if 
& for the confideration of that dear brother, you will 
© exempt me from the hatred of our families, andif 
«laying it aſide, you permit me to live as a perſon 
& not indiflerent to him that 15 ſo dear to you. 

The Princefſ: who truly lov'd him, and cefired to 
favour kim as much as ſhe believed ſhe might, an- 
ſwered but with ſome violence to her reſerv'd hu- 
mour, © I forbid you not to make more favourable 
< interpretations of what concerns you, and I ſhall 
© not take it il], if you believe you are con{1erable 
« enough of your ſelf; true it is, I was moved by 
« my brothers ſollicitation, to the action which you 
{© call charitable, but l will confeſſe to you, that if I 
* had believ'd I might and ought , I ſhould 
& have done that of my. own accord, which I 
*<did by his perſwaſion, My Maiter was ſo over- 
joyed at theſe obliging words, that he was ready to 
cait himſelf at her fect, and make known the nature 
of their ciſcourſe by his action ; but of a ſudden 
coming to himſelf, he preſerv'd judgment cnough to 
conſider the place where he was, and the perſons 
that were preſent, which made him reſtrain himſelf 
as much as poſſibly he could, ſo that he only ſaid 
with a countenance which diſcover'd the exceſs of his 
contentment; 1 perceived well, A{adam, from 
«the happy moment which firit gave me to you, 
<« that ſomething Divine forced me to reverence you 
<ina _= extraordinary manner. and I receive 
< proofs of that Divinity inthe abſolute power yon 
<« have over our [:ves; you took mine away, by a 
* ſentence which my temcrity extorted juſtly from 
«your fair mouth; you reſtored it me again by 
« words which your compaſſion produced ; and now 
« you bleſs it with ſo undeſerved a mercy, that I have, 
«much ado to know my ſelf, being drawn out of an 
* abyſle of miſery, and rais'd toa glory that ought 
* ko be envicd by the Godsthemſelves. 

The rapture he was in would have made him fay 
more, if the Princeſs had not interrupted him on this 
manner. *© Oroondates, I without queſtion do more: 
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© and againft duty it ſelf, if I abated not formethi 


«than I ought, if I conſider who Iam; butif I like- | 
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« wiſe conſider who You are, and what you have 
<« done for us, and particularly for my ſelf, methinks 
<<] ſhould be moſt ingrateful, if Idid not ſhew fome 
« acknowledgement of that affeCtion, whereof you 
<« give me ſo great and ſo dangerous proofs. | Indeed 
< 1 was not pleas'd that Oronres thould dare to love 
<« me, but ſince my brother thinks fit that Oroonda. 


| Eres ſhould, and that 1 ſhould ſuffer him, and that he 
« beinga Prince of quality equal to me, expoſes him- 


<«ſelfto ſo manifelt perils for my ſervice; I ſhould 
« think I committed a fault, both againſt — 
0 

<« my firit ſeverity : abuſe it not I pray you, butlive 
*<inſuch a manner, both for your own ſake and mine, 
<« that the Prince of Scyrhia, and the Princefs of Per- 
« {:a, may never be ſuſpected to hold intelligence. 
« The reflecting upon th's thought makes me trem- 
«ble; and when thoſe obitacles which frighted not 
«© you, come into my confideration, I am fo con- 
« founded at your deſign, that I can only leave the - 


<< conduct of it to the Gods, to your own prudence, 


«and my brothers affiltance, Orocondates alread 
receiving marks of affection from his Princeſs, which 
were beyond his expectation, made her this anſwer. 
« Thermercy of the Gods, ahd Prince Arraxerxes 
© goodneſs, which have given way to the Mirth of a 
© molt perfect affection, will without doubt favour 
©the ſucceſs of it; and that hereditary hatred which 
« maxes my greateſt hinderances, will yeild, I hope, 
© to julrer conſiderations : for my part, adam, 
*{;nce you do me the honour to command it me, 1 
<« will carry my felfinſuch a manner, that a fortune 
«<T have never deſerved,ſhall never be ſuſpected ; and 
*though the Prince ofScythia ſhould be difcoveredin 
«the Court of Perfra, the Princeſs Srarira ſhall not 
«<atallappear morc faulty than the- Princeſs Pari- 
&* [atis, : 

The remainder of their diſcourſe was cut off by the 
Princeſs Ro.canz, who being ſomething concern d in 
it, came maliciouſly to interrupt them. Artaxerxes 
and Parzſaris joyn'd company with them, and they 
altogether paſs'd the reſt of the day'in an indifferent 
converſation. After that meeting, Oroodates em- 


- ployed his time ſo well with his Princeſs, that he 


made a marvcllous progreſs in his affairs; and preſs'd 
her with ſo much diſcretion, that at laſt he receiv'd 
aſſurances, both by her words and aQtions, -that he 
was really beloved of her. This knowledg reſtored 
him to his former health and humour, and made him 
ſuch in the eyes of the whole Court, that he drew 
the hearts and admiration of all afreſh ; Prince Ar- 
raxerxes being reſolv'd to oblige hint to the utter- 
moſt; did him all the good offices that might be; but 
he within a ſhort time was but little neceſfary to him, 
for the gaining of his ſiſter ; for that Princeſs, obſerv- 
ing from day to day ſo many admirable qualities in 
the Prince who liv'd only for herſake, ſuffer'd her 
ſelf to be inſenfibly won to ſo ſtrong an afteQion to 
my Maſter, that his paſſion had the advantage but 
little over hers. She carried her ſelf nevertheleſs 
with ſo much reſervedneſs, that the ſevereſt of the 
age; no nor Diogenes timfſelf, of whom your King 
had ſopgreat an eſteem, could not have told how to 
condemn any of her actions, though they had been 
publiſhed to them. My Prince never imbolden'd 
himſelf fo far as to take the ſmalleſt favours of her, 
and accounted himſelf morc happy in a kind look, . or 
an obliging word, than in the poTeſhon of an Em- 
pire, Nor can I forbear to tell you by the By,( though 

Per- 
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Perchance you know moreof itthanT ) that as I do 


Not beheve ever woman was adorned with a more 


excellent beauty than that Princeſs, ſo neither do [ 
think that ever beauty was accompanied with a morc 
rare and eminent vertue ; her-wit was marvellouſly 
quick and apprehenſive ; her humour alwaics equal, 
and ſo full of ſweetneſs, that all the world found them- 
ſelves charmed with it; her courage (as you know ) 
without being much ſhaken, has reſ:tcd the rough- 
eſt aſſaults of fortune : her diſcretion and modelity 
were- wonderful ; and her reſervedneſs ſuch, that 


' though ſhe had a moit true and real affection, ſhe 


was alwaies enough Mittreſs of it, never to be car- 


. ried to the ſmalleſt aCtion, that was again{t the ſe- 


vercft rules of duty, though the time and opportuni- 
ties ſhe had, might have ſutticiently excuſed her. 
Oroondates ſeeing this abſtract of perfection, was 
even beſides himſelt when he conſidered his o wn hap- 
pineſs; andthough he were intinitely taken -with the 
beauty of het body , that of her mind had ſo cap- 
tivated him, that not being able to love a leſſer ver- 
tue,: nor make account of a more eafie conqueſt, he 
found ſweetneſs in the very dithculties he met with 
in hisdeſign. 
the King and\ the Queens thought they could do no 
leſs to-him that had preſerv'd their daughters, than 
toallow him their converſation ; neither did he abuſe 
that liberty ; and to give no matter of- ſuſpition, he 
entertain'd the Princeſſe #ar:/aris as often as her 
filter, and feem'd nor to tie himſelf more to her, 
than to Roxana, 5arjina, and other Princeſſes which 
heſaw every day, and by whoni he was look'd up- 
on with a very fzvouravleeye. Artixerxes was Cx- 
treamly joyed, ſceing fo good ſuceeis in the purpoſe 
he had not to- appear ingratefui, and took ſo good 


- order to make him itiil paſs for Oronres, that he was 


never ſuſpected by any body. This happy change 
of his fortune reitoring him his former [$0ks, and 
humour, with more advantage than before returned 


himthe affections of the whole Court, and eſpecial- | 


ly of the Ladies, who ſeeing him excel in all things, 
witha marvellous grace, had ſome trouble todiſſem- 
ble the inclinations which ſo extraordinary a man 
produced in their hearts; and if his pafſioa to the 
Princeſs had left him ina condit:on to be ſenſible of 
that good fortune, he had wherewithal to ſatisfc him- 
ſelf in the teſtimonies of afi<Ction he reccived from 
the faireſt Ladies of all Perſia. You have without 


doubt known miny.of them that were not exempt ; 


» 


- honour Artabaſus's houſe with their preſence. 
+ Prince. who for his vertue, had. contracted a near 
friendſhip with 1emmnon, was one in all the meet- 


but becauſe that Diſcourſe would be too long, and 
not important to my Matters life, I will only tell you 
what I cannot omit without concealing from you his 
moſt remarkable accidents. 
It was at the Wedding of Jemnon and Barſtna, 
that my Mater diſcovered an effect of his merit, 
which hath fince been very prejudicial to him. The 
gallant Memnon, having made himſelf con{iderable 
by a thouſandnoble actions, after a long ſuit, obtain'd 
the fair Barſina, with the general conſent of her Fa- 
ther Artabaſus, the King, and the whole. Court, 
who thought themſelves much concern'd in that alli- 
ance. The high eſtcem of the Perſons made it a S0- 
lemnity to all Perſia, and their quality obliged the 
King, the Queens, and the whole Royal Family, to 
My 


ings that were made to celebrate his Marriage, and 


appear'd every where with ſo much dexterity and 


His acceſs to her was very open ; for. 
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magnificence, that he ſhared the whole honour with 
the Prince of Perſia, who likewiſe gave a thouſand 
proofs there of his gallantry,and aCtivenels. When 
the Pomps of the day were ended, there wasa very 


| ſtately ball, and the Queens, the Princeſſes, with all 


the faireſt Ladies, and of the chiefcit quality, were 
preſent at it with ſo extraordinary a luſtre, and im- 
proved their natural beauties with ſo many orna- 
ments, and with the ſparkling of ſo many jewels, 
that truly my cyes were hardly able to behold ſich 
glittering objects. My Maſter was ſeated near the 
Frinceſs Ro-vana, who was indeed exceeding hand- 
ſome, and very ſumptuouſly apparelled, You al. 
ready know the rank ſhe held in the Court, as daugh- 


ter to Cohorratus, Darius his Couſen German, and 


Governour of the Sacans, I will ſay nothing of her 
face, nor wit, you know much more of them thanT ; 
and we have ſo much caufe to deteſt her, that tis 
hard for me to preſerve any remembrance of them tv 
her advantage. 

When Oroondates had talk'd a while with her, of 
the beauty of the Perſean Ladies, wherewith he con- 
feſſed himſelt to be d:zled; Roxana after ſhe had 
looked carnelily upon him, and by the divers chan- 
ges of her countenance teſtified the inward trouble of 
her mind : But zs tt poſſible (ſaid ſhe ; ſolow that 
ſhe could not be overheard) you ſhould have ſtill cou- 
ſerv'd the colaneſs of your Climate among ſo nany 
beauties, and that the ſight of all theſe wonders (25 
you tearm them) ſnonld nor have ade you loſe a lit- 
tle of that indifferency which \,:49 diſpieaſed them all ? 
« They have too much of that themſelves, to one ſo 
« unfortunate as | am (an{wered 2roondates) to be 
« touch'd with the inclinations 1 may have : yet I am 
<« not ſo: unſenſible but T have ſuch to them, as one 
© onpht to have to the faireit creatures of the who'e 
« world, 


« without temerity ; beſides that, indecd I uſe my 
« utmoit endeavours to defend my ſelf from a wound, 
« whereof I] could not, without much preſumption, 
«hope for any cure, Yor are a d:ſſerbler (replied 
the Princeſie) and yor rnderftard your {eIf will enonch 
and i too, to have thonghts quite contrary to your «ſ- 
courſe ; the Laates here know how to value perſens 
like Orontes, as well a514 other places; and if I did 
not belicve 1 ſhou/d be the Author of too mr.ch vanity 
in you, I would afſure you there were few of them but 
world receive your affethion as a very happy fortune, 
She bluſh'd ſo, as ſhe made an end of theſe words.that 
my Matter was almoſt out of countenance for her 
and anſwered with a low ſubmiſſion : «< You may 
«© make your ſelf ſport, /M:4an', at the coſt of an 
«< unfortunate man, but cannever draw him by ſuch 
« akind of jeſting, from the opinion he has of himſelf. 
When you bave ſuch & one as you ſhould have, (faid 
Roxana, interrupting him) you we'l h:pe for all you 
ſhall defire, Ithink ſhe would have abſolutely diſco- 
vered her ſelf, if Prince Artaxerxes who was de- 
ſtin'd ever to do my Maſter good offices, had not 
come to take her out to daunce ; or if, whcn he 
brought her back to her place he hadnct ſate dif. 

courſing with them all the reſt of that Evening. 
When Oroondares was come home, calling to 
mind Roxxana's words, and many of her former aci- 
ons, which he had not been concern'd enovghto take 
notice of before, he began to fird that indeed ſhe lo- 
ved him ; and by ſome ſecret ininct foreſeeing the 
croſſes that affection hath caus?d him fince, he !ook d 
Upon 
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up-nthe birth of it with a great deal of trouble. He 


| reſolv'd nevertheleſs if ſhe perſevered in that humour, 


to uſe her as civilly as he poſſibly could, as well to 
render what was due to her perſon and quality, as 
not to exaſperate a mind which he knew to be very 
active and unquiet, and likewiſe that he might not 
giveher any ſuſpition of his love to the Princeſs of 
Perſia. i After that time he received many other 
teſtimonies of it; and Roxana who thought ſhe had 
alrcady broke through the greateit dithculty paſs d 
by no occaſion to let her looks and her diſcourſe give 
him tokens of her inclination toward him, Oroon- 
dares diſſcmbled all very cunningly, and feigning not 
to perceive it, carried himſelfto her, as he believ'd 
her birth, and her favourable uſage did much oblige 
him ; but ſhe not being ſatisfied with ordinary civilt- 
ties, and her good opinion of her ſelf being ttrong 
enough to perſwade her, . he only avoided the know - 
ledge of her affection out of a fear that he was un- 
worthy of it, reſolv'd to free him of that apprehenſi- 
on ; and after ſome difficulties ſhe found in her haugh- 
ty humour, ſhe forced the laws of decency, and one 


- day ſlipt a-paper into his ſleeve, which he found 


there when he was retired to his Chamber ; he ſuf- 
pected not the truth ar firit, but having open'dit, he 
ſaw theſe words, which he read before me, and 
which made him ſufficiently know the perſon that had 
written them. 


R oxana's Letter to Orontes. 


$ it poſſible, Orontes, that my paſt aTions 


ſhould not have diſcovere4 my inclinations 
to you 5 and contrary to decency and no- 
deſty, you force me to d:clare T love you ? 
"Tis true Orontes, you ao force me to it, but 
make not a wrong uſe of it Tpray you, and un- 
dervalne not her, who hath ſufficiently under- 
valued her ſelf, in doing that For you, wyich 
ohe onght to have expeed From you. 


My Maſter,whodid me the honour to acquaint me 
with his moſt ſecretaffairs, did not conceal Rorana's 
affeion from me, and was pleaſed I ſhou!d uſe te 
liberty to give him my advice, he reſfolvdto take no 
notice of that paper, but, if that Princeſs ask'd him 
concerning it, to feign that it was lo!t, as it was pro- 
bable it might have been ; hereupon he began to ſee 
her ſeldomer than he was wont ; and to avoid the 0c- 
caſions of being alone with her, ſceking as much as 
he could, without ſhew of a particular, deſign, the 
opportunities of entertaining Srarira, to whom ne- 
vertheleſs out of diſcretion he would never ſay any 
thing of her Couſins paſſion, hiding that for her, 
which he thought ſhe ſhould- have concealed her ſelf. 
In the mean time he receiv'd ſo m ny proofs of friend- 
ſhip from his Princeſs, as he had never wiſh'd for 
greater z and then it was that he was truly happy, 
both by Arraxerxes's aſſiſtance and by Srarrra's incli- 
nation ; but Fortune that makes her paſtime of our 
Deſtinies, had only rais'd him to that height of bliſs 
to hurl him with moxe violence into that bottomleſs 
ſea of miſeries in which he has been toſs'd the remain- 
der of his daies, 
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O Gods (continued Araxes, his face all wet with 
tears) canl not without blaſphemy accuſe you of -in- 
juſtice, ſince you have conſented to the greateſt loſs 
that 4/ia could ever ſuffer, and that for the glory of 


one Man, you have permitted the deſtruction ofthe 


chicfe/t Houſe in all the world ? It is well (purſu'd 
he) that Oroondares 15 abſent, for at this fatall relati- 
on you ſhould have ſeen, him tranſported with the 
molt furious ſtorms of grief that any ſoul is capable 
to feel ; and indeed he ha's ſo jult a cauſe that I ſhould 
never blame him for ir, ſince I think that I my ſelf 
ſhall not have courage enough to recount a misfor- 
tune to you, which will infallibly draw tears from 
your eyes, yet will I do my utmo{ endeavour for 
your ſake; and having had courage enough to bear 
it, perchance I ſhall alſo have enough to make the re- 
cital of 1t, p 

Although the cruel Wars between Perſia and Scy- 
thia ſeem'd almoſt quite extinguiſh'd by the deaths of 
ſo many thouſand men, who had unhappily ended 
their days in them, yet were they bur a little ſmo- 
ther'd; and thoſe two Kings whoſe hatred was irre- 
concileable, itil Keeping in their hearts a greedy de- 
fire of de[troying one another, watch'd carefully for 
all occaſions that might bring their deſignes to an ef- 
fect. The Scythian who the year before had been 
invaded by the Perſiaz, reſolv'd to prevent him the 
year following, and to carry the War home to his 
own doors. To that intent he took the field with an 
Army of two hundred thouſand men, and paſſing the 
Araxu, entred Perſia, where he did all acts of hoſti- 
lity. The Siege of Selena a Town upon the Fronti- 
ers ofthis Kingdom, having put a ſtop to the pro- 


greſs of his Armes, the rumour of it came preſently 
Darius who already had his Ar- 


after to Per ſepolts, 
my on foot to have aſſaulted him if he had not been 
prevented, was not much ſurpriſed at the news ; and 
glvgps the Governours of his Province ſuch Orders as 
were neceſſary, prepared himſelf to godrive him out 
in perſon ; but this deſign was thwarted by the news 
he received at the ſame time of Alexanders march- 
ing into his Countries. Aletander had already made 
himſelf famous by the defeat of the Triballians, and 
Ly the taking of Thebes; and though Darius the molt 
Potent Prince inthe world, deſpiſed that young Con- 
queror,. and threatned him with the rod as a child, all 
his Counſellors not making the ſame judgement of 
him, gave advice that he ſhould oppoſe him in per- 
ſon, and in the interim ſend one of his Lieutenants a- 
gain(t the Scyrhians, The perſwaſions of his friends 
carricd it from his firſt reſolution ; and in the Coun- 
ſell, whither my Maſter was cala, it was determin- 
cd,that an Army of two hundred thouſand men ſhould 
be ſent againit the Scyrhians, under the Conduct of 
Artabaſw, and that to give him more credit and Ay- 
thority, Prince Arraxerxes ſhould go along with 
him in perſon ; he haviag hy reaſon of his youth, re- 
fuſed the Command of the Army,. referring it ro the 
prudence of anold renowned Captain, 

This was the reſolution taken in the Counſel; 
Judge I beſeech you of my Maſters perplexity, ſce- 
ing himſelf conſtrain'd either to fight againſt thoſe of 
his own Nation, or by retiring to them, ruine his 
whole deſign that was ſo fairly advanced ; or {tay at 
hume with ſhame among the Ladies, whilſt his dear 
Artaxerxes was expoſed to dangers, and to the fu- 
ry ofthe Scyrhians. Theſe confiderations held him 
for ſome time in uncertainty ; but in the end, pater- 
nall duty, andthe __ of hisg-or.ntrey, Pow 
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Attaxerxes; and made him reſolve not to forſake a 
friend, to whom he was indebted for all his content- 
ment, and all his fourtune. Having heard he was 
alone in his Cloſſet, he went to ſee him, being at- 
tended only by me, and found him as much afflicted 
as himſelf, for the deſpair of a peace which he had fo 
arden'ly wiſhed for, Being ignorant of my Maſters 
intentions, he knew not yet what he ſhould look for 
from him, though he was fully determined never to 
be his Enemy, and rather to diſoblige him that had 
given him his being, then him to whom he had vow- 
ed ſo perfect a friendſhip, Their mutual trouble was 
the cauſe they walked a while together without 
ſpeaking, but in the end Oroondates broke lilence 
with theſe words. You do not doubt brother ( for 
now they call'd each other by that name alone) bur 
that in this confuſion of affairs (which I think Fortune 
manages on this faſhion. purpsſely to ruine me) my a» 
ftoniſhment very great, ſince that indeed 1 ſhould 
have no ſence of humanity, if the tie of blood did not 
work naturally in we ;, and if ſeeing the ſharp afflifti- 
ons which the Gods now ſend me, inſtcad of the hap- 
pineſs which yourai”d me to, I had conſtancy enough 
not tobe touch*d with that alteration : No, I conf<ſs 
to you my courage cannot bear this ſiroak , with an c- 
quall countenance, nor without yeilaing ſomething to 
the forrows I foreſee, knowing what Enewies Fortune 
give me to fight againſt, and that I muſt neceſſari'y 
commit one crime, to avoida greater ; yet belicye not 
dear brother, that this accident changes me, though it 
trouble me : for althoush 1 am Oroondates, ſon to 
Matheus Kzzg of Scythia, 1 am alſo Orontes, <tati- 
ra's faithfull Captive, and Artaxerxes moſt faithfull 
Friend : I ſhall not fear to become an unnatural ſon, 
that Imay be a Loyal Lover, and a Friend without 
reproach; nor ſhall I maka a conſcience to fight againſt 
a Father, who comes to everthrow that Fortune which 


>> may Friend ha's etabliſhed me. That which I deſire 


of you, and which I ſhall moſt ardently begs, ir, that 
the new cauſe you have to hate the Father, may not 
make your enmity deſcend unto the ſon, who ought not 
ro bear any blame for his deſignes, ſince he not only t5 
znnocent of them, but does even deteſt them, and pre- 
pares himſelf to ruine them. 

Artaxerxes having hearken'd to him paticntly, an- 
ſwered ; © Brother, I had proofs enough of your 
& friendſhip before, not to believe that any accident 
<« could ſhake it,and I with the Gods may never look 
«favourably upon me, if it be not infinitely more 
<« dear to methan all the re/t ofthe world ; or if I de- 
& fire to live for any other reaſon than to be Oroon- 
& Jates Friend, and to merit his afiection by the teſti- 
« monies of mine. I confeſs I was extreamly trou- 
<« bled to hear of theKing your Father's entry into the 
« Territories of Perſia, as well out of the fear I had 
**toloſe you, as becauſe I could not hinder my ſelf 
«from honouring him that ha's given the world ſo 
«lovely a Prince, and cne fo perfectly beloved by 

« 4rtaxerxes ; but that this conſideration, ſhould 
<« have beenable to diminith the friendſhip I bear to 
&« Oroondates,you are cruel if ever you have harbour'd 
&« ſuch a thought - No, no, dear Brother, my friend- 
<& ſhip is of ſuch a nature, that neither time nor acci- 
<« dent can alter it. I have indeed conſidered as well as 
<« you allthe difficulties that preſent themſelves,l have 
& balanced the duty ofa friend, againſt that of an 0- 
« bedient ſon, butin the end your skale proving the 
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ed to the love of Sratira, and to the friendſhip of | 


Part. T. 


<« more weighty, I have taken a reſolution to refuſe. 


<«the employment the King my Father gives me, to 


« keep you company; if you forſake us to return in- 
«to Scyth:a, I conjure you to ſufier me with you, 
« in!tead of making one conſent to ſee you fight a- 
<« gain{t your own Countrey, My crime will ccr- 
« tainly be leſs than yours, my engagements to you 
« being greater, andno body can blame me for lay- 
« ing down my lite for him that was the preſerver of 
«jt. O Gods! reply'd Oroondates,can you without 
< diſſembling prefer the ſmall ſervice I have done you, 
« before obligations that never can be valued ? and 
<« do you think that pretence wil: excuſe you for re- 
« fuling me a requeſt that was made before yours ? 
« Your Friendſhip to me 1s {irong enough alone, to 
« make you give me proofs of this high conſequence ; 
<« and do you not know that beſides the ſame confide- 
«ration, I have alſo my aticction to your fiiter, 
« which 1s a motive you cannot aliedge ? do not 
« therefore any longer oppole a delire fo full of Ju- 
<«<{tice, unleſs you will ruine the fo:tune 7 hold ſrom 
«you, ſince howſoever, reaſon and my obſtinacy 
© muſt carryit, © What will you conſtrain me to 
«in the end (ſaid Artaxerxes) and what will you. 
«ſay of me, if 1 ſuffer my ſelf to be overcome by. 
« your perſwaſtons, to conſent to a thing of fo little 
«equity? © 7 will ſay (anſwered Oroondates) that 
« having perfectly obliged me. hitherto, you were 
« not willing to do the contrary, by therefuſ:l of 
«<a thing which 7 ſo earneſtly begg'd, and that you 
&«reſolv'd todo, what you: could by no means avoid. 


<At leaſt (revly'd Artaxerxcs) do not commit a 


*crimie without any neccfſity ; and fince you will not 
<« ſuffer me to accompany you into Scyth:a, ſtir not 
« from this Court at all, nor go to fight with Ene- 
& mies that ought to be ſo confiderable to you; 
«though your company be infinitely dear to me, / 
© Jove my fiiter weli enough, to ycild her the ſatis- 
&« factton / reap by it; and do not you hate her ſo 
© much, as not to te able to paſs your tune with her 
«ti our return, Leave her not 7 conjure you, g1ve 
« her this teitimony of the love you bear her, and me 
« of the fricndthip I require of you. | 
« /t your other Propoſition diſpleas'd me *(ſaid 0- 
«roondates) this ofiends me pa!t expreſſof for be- 
<« fides my friend{tup to you, which will never ſuffer 
« youto run into any danger, in whici / do not par- 


< ticipate, / love glory, and hate iniainy ſufficiently, - 


*notto itay among the Ladics,while you are fighting 
« Battels. /f you ſeck matter for your valour to work 
« upon(anſwered 4rtaxerves)youthall have enough 
« here quickly. Alexander 15 already near Gram 
« £4, and you may better employ that courage the 
© Gods have given you, againit him, then againſt 
«the King your Father. To theſe reaſons he added 
many others, which were all but vaia, to remove 
my Maſter from the firm reſolution he had taken to 
accompany him ; and the friendſhip he had vowed to 
that molt deſerving Prince, made him not only forget 
the neareſt engagements of kindred, but alſo what 
he owed unto himſelf, and to the conſideration of $:a- 
tra, from whom he could not abſent himſelf without 
moſt violent ſorrows. 


But ſhe poor Princeſſe was pot to be comforted ; 


for ſceing-the two perſons that were dearer to ker 
than the whole world ready to depart from her, to 
expoſe themſeives to hourly danvers, ſhe had not 
ſtrength of mind cnough to diſlemble her aMiCtion. 
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In the mean time the beFieged prefling the King to 
ſend them relicf. He commanded Artabaſus to 
march away with the body of tne Army I bur the 
Princes; who needed not to move fo ſlowiy, ftaid 


' ſome days behind him, to tale their leaves'; they 


made almoſt all their viſits together, and eſpecially 
that to Roxanz, to whom my Maſter would not pay 
that ceremony alone, lea!t he ſhould afford-her an 
occaſion and conveniency to proſecute what the nad 
begun. She was very ſenſibly troubled to find how 
induſtriouſly he ſhuna'd what ſhe deſired, and ex- 
preſſed ſo much grief to himat that ſeparation, that 
he could not hinder himſelf from bearing part of it, 
The night before they went away, after having t1- 
ken their leave of the Queens and the Princels Yar- 
ſatis, thay went to Princeſs Sratira's lodgin+s, 
whom they found in her Cloſſet, ſo extraordinarily 
grieved that they deſpair d of comforting her; yet 
did they their endeavours, though the gave but little 
eare untothem, and preſaging ſome finiiter accident 
by her tears, they were forced to ſhed ſome with 
her, both to give their ſorrows vent, and to bear 
her company in her affliction, Arraxerxes to 0- 
blige my Maſter went out of the Cloflet, and going 
into the Chamber, paſs d the time with his fifters 
wonen, while Oroondates kneeling upon a cuſhion 
which was at his Princeſles feet, and taking her fair 
hands, whereon he paſſionatly imprinted many laſt- 
ing kiſſes : **Madam ( ſai4he ) you woulddo me 
& wrong, i you were not mo{t aſſured that your 
« oriefs arc at leait as ſenfthle to me, as to your ſelf ; 
« but if inthe unhappineſs which ſeperates me from 
« you,. | might yet hope for any good forturie, O 
«Gods, how infinit a one it would be to me, ifT 
« could pretend to any ſhare in the tearsI ſee you 
<« ſhed ; and if che departure of a brother, whom next 
«to you I love above all the world, were not the 
&« ſole occaſion of them. © You were ungratetul 
& ( anſwered the Princeſs) if you ſhould any way 
<« doubt of my friendſhip, after the proofsI have s1- 
« ven you of it, and but dim ſighted if you did not 
« perceive that your goins away does very ſenſibly 
« xfflict me; 'tis true, [ love Artaxcrxes better 
« then my ſelf ; but my affeftion to Oroondates does 
<« not at all give place to that I bear to him; the 
«tears [| ſhed at your departure are indeed for both ; 
« but if they can ſuffer a difference without injuring 
«< my kindneſs to my brother, you may make a juds- 
« ment of them to your advantage, and draw com- 
« fort from it in our common affliction, if you can 
& take any- in ſo ſmall a matter.*< But is it poſhble(re- 
« ply'd Orooxdates) that this diſturbance your quict- 
© neſs receives from thoſe ſo near me, ſhould not in 


<« ſom ſort alter your firſt intentions,& diſpence with . 


* you for the promiſe you made to the Prince your 
&« brother ? No Madam, I ſee your noble ſoul has 
« more regard to a moſt ſacred affection, then to the 
«troubles our enemies are preparing for us ; I ſay 
«our enemies, fince I will never acknowledge them 
&« but for ſuch, and that the conſideration of blood is 
**too weak a thing, to oppoſe a paſſion like this of 
«* of mine. This exceſs of goodneſs would win my 
« heart extreamly, if it could be more yours then it 
* 1s already;but if I can yet obtain any thing more of 
©. you,give ſome reſpit to thoſe tears that kill me,and 
© make me not dye by your ſorrow, ſince mine own 
© 1$enough of it ſelf totake away my life, and that 
*the cruel ſeparation I am conſtrain'd to reſolve up- 


on, puts me rather in a condition to beg comfort | 
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« from you, then to give you any; all which I can 
« receive, coniits in the hope I have, this abſcen3e 
«< will never be able to do any thing to my prejudice, 
&* and that you will preſerve ſome remembrance of 
« him, who adores you with all the Zeal the Gods 
« themſelves can deſire from you. Dear Priaceſs, 
<« may I keep this belict without preſumption ?. true 
© it is, if Iconfider you, and then cait mine eyes up- 
<« on my ſelf, this hope-isitrangled in its very birth, 
«and turns toa fear that ſome more worthy: per- 
<< ſon------ «© Cruel Oroondates, ( ſaid ſhe interrupt- 
«<:717 51m) the grict I feel already thould have been 
<« ſuthicient to content you, without giving it any * 
« new encreaſe by your difobligins ſuſpition ; 'your 
« own thoughts mutt needs te!l you, theſe jealouſics 
*< are but feigned, and yet the afflitions they cauſe 
© in mearereal; Ah! Oroxtes, or rather now Or0- 
« 0z4ates, how much more reaſon have l to fear that 
<abſence will wipe theſe light Idea's out of your me- 
© mory, and make you repent the pains you have 
*taken for one whom you had only ſeen by nisht, 
*< and ina ſudden paſſage ; and in whom fince, time 
«and long frequentation have-made you obſerve de- 
<« fects, which that darkneſs had concealed from 
**you. Thereis ſo little probability in that (an/we- 
«red he cojdly) that I wil not make you any new 
«<proteltations, to put you out of an opinion, which 
*lam confident you are very far from believing : 
and then having pauſed a while, «© Well Madam, 
« (continued he) fince your fair mouth aſſures mie of 
*a happineſs, which I nevcr ought to have [hoped 
« for, Ibefeech the Gods to keep you ſtill ift the 
*ſame mind, and that they would never open your 
< eyes, tolet you find how little I deſerve ſo great a 
« bleffing - «© And I (added the Princeſs) beſeech 
<« them to preſerve you from all dangers, and com- 
*© mand you with all the powerlT have, not to hazard 
« that, but to very good purpoſe, which 15 10 longer 
* yours, unleſs you will revoke the gift you made 
« meof it; and if you love my life, have ſo much 
© care of yours,that you may be able to give mean 
© account of it when I pleaſe. Nothing engages 
*© you to ruſh headlong into dangers ;” and though 
« your friendſhip ro my brother, and that: you bear 
* to me, have per{ſwaded you to take our party, you 
© have no animoſity that can incite you to ſeek your 
< ruine in that of your own Nation. I have vow- 
«ed you ſo much obedience (reply'a ve) that 1 will 
«never err from your commands, and will preſerve 
** my ſelf in hope to ſce you again, with as greata 
<« deſire as I would have forborn this voyage, 1f mine 
« honour, and the departure of Artaxerxes wition 
«1 neither can, nor ought to leave, could have ſut- 
«feredme. But O Gods ! (purſu'dbe, kiſſing her 
* hand again with incredible extaſies) What do not 
«<T owe to the care you have of fortunate Oronres ? 
<« and what can he do to acknowledge the ſmalleſt 
«part ofit ? «© Keep what he has promis'd me (re- 
« p/y'd the Princeſs) and in his diſobedience forſee 
« the utter ruine of his. happineſs, ifſo be he ground 
* it upon Sratira's friendſhip. Butalas! (continued 
& ſhe weeping, and raiſing her voice a lite ) I know | 
« not what it is that my ſadneſs prefages ; and 
« though 1 itrive to put it oft, becauſe I ſee you par- 
*ticipate int, yet can I not overcome my ſelf fo 
*<far asto forbear it. Attheſe words Arraxerxes 
«being come in again, and ſeeing her ail in tears, 
<« Silter ( ſaid he ) you ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew 
« folittle courage to them, whom your grief topches 
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*nfinitely; what could you do moreif you ſaw one of 1 
carriedin & Coffin, to recerve the laſt duties of affelt 1- 
on from you? © Ah! cruel brother, ( cry'd Srarira) 
& with what do you threaten me, and with what un- 
© fortunate preſages do you redouble my ſorrows ? 
& will you not pardon theſe ſmall teſtimonies of 
& them, to the friendſhip I bear you, and to that you 
© have given birth to? Iam very much obliged to 
<& you for both, ( reply'd the Prince ) but I ſhould 
© be glad to ſee you bear this parting with more mo- 
& deration; ſo exceſſive a ſadneſs, beſides that it 
& encreaſes ours, may make it be believed, that in 


© this ſeparation you lament more than a Brother ; - 


<& not but that the proofs of affetion you give my 
& Oroondates, are as pleaſing to me as to himſelf ; 
&« but dear ſiſter, theſe tears were more excuſable, if 
& you were depriv'd of all hope to ſee him again, and 
«if they were not prejudicial to what we have hither- 
<< to ſo carefully concealed. Well then, ( anſwered 
& ſhe )I will endeavour to bear what is impoſſible for 
© meto ſhun; but however, Oroondates, I recom- 
& mend Arraxerxes to you; and you, brother, have 
& 4 care ofOrooadates.fince you have commanded me 
© tolove him, 

After this diſcourſe, and many others, ſeeing the 
day draw near, they took their laſt leave of her; 
when ſhe had given my Maſter a Bracelct of her hair, 
which ſhe tied about his arm, and which he wore 
| there a long time after, notwithſtanding all the acci- 
dents that happen'd to him. 

At break of day they went to receive the Kings 
commands, who embraced them a thoufand tim. s, 
and could not let them depart without much trouble; 
then getting on horſeback, we marched after the 
track of the Army, which we overtook within three 
days. During the whole Voyage, they were in- 
ſeparable ; yet Prince Artaxerxes, who undertook 
it againſt his will, was commonly ſo ſad, that he 
had but very little of his good humour left : And 
Oroondates conſidering to what extermities his paſ- 
fion had carried him, and againſt what enemies he 
had taken arms, was ſometimes little leſs than deſpe- 
rate ;- but the remembrance of Srarir coming apain 
into his mind, blotted out all theſe conſiderations, 
andoverwhelm'd all his griefs inthoſe which her ab- 
ſence cauſed in him, 

The reaſons I have already alleadged, will hinder 
me from entertaining you with the particulars of 
this Expedition, and from drawing out a War in 
length, which was quickly brought toa concluſion, 
I will content my ſelf with teiling you that the Inha- 
bitauts of Selena, being advertiſed of our coming to 
relieve them, armed themſelves with a valiant reſolu- 
tion, and defended themſelves ſo ſtoutly, that they 
gave us as much time as wasneceſlary for us to come 
up to their relief; and it was very lucky that that 
ſiege amuſed ſo potent an Army, which without that 
obſtacle, would doubtleſly much have indamaged 
Perſia, In the mean tim we advanced with great 
diligence, and being within a days march of Selena, 
a Council of War was called, and there was a long 
debate what reſolution ſhould be taken; but in the 
end the general opinion was, that they ſhould at- 
tempt to raiſe the ſiege, though with the hazard of a 
Battel,which they thought they might the better ven- 
ture, fince the courage of their Soldiers was not yet 
abated, but that with loud crys they ſtill call'd to be 
led on ſtraight unto the enemy. Arrabaſusencourag- 
ed by their eagerneſs, and perſwaded by the advice 
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of all the Commanders, prepared his Forces for that 7s 
bloody day ; and dividing the Army into three Bog. +» 
dies, he gave the Van to his brother Tiribaſus, a | 
very valiantman, and one who by the long exercife - * 
of Armes was grown to great experience, He let -- 
the Rere-guard to NVarbazanes, and kept the Battel 
for himſelf, having beſides theſe three, given his ſon 7 
Hyadaſpes the command of five hundred Chariots of 
War, arm'd with ſharp Sithes, and fill'd with Ae. 
diar Archers, who that day did much miſchief to the 
enemy, and to Prince Artaxerxes, four thouſand 
horſe, which being looſe from the reit of the Army, 
were to ſuccour thoſe that ſhould have moſt need of -- 
it: This was all the employment he would take, 
thoug Artabaſus with much ſubmiſſion offercd to 
reſign what he thonght due to his birth and courage. - 
Oroondates, whodclired to be free from care, and 
to be as little faulty as was poſſible for him, refuſed 
all command, and placed himſelf with the Prince 
that he might fight near his perſon, This order hav- 
ing bcen taken in our Camp, we advanced into a 
great Plain,ſome thirty or forty furlongs from Selena, 
free from all kind of Trees,” and very proper for a 
place of Battel, The Enemy advertiſed of our com- 
ing, was already incamped, and expected us in very 
good order ; for this praiſe muit be given to King 
Alathers, that there are few Princes in the world, 
but muſt yield to him in experience and conduct. 
Night being near when we came thither, Arrabaſu 
gave it wholly to the Army to take their reſt, and to 
prepare for the day that was to follow; and in the 
mean time we incamped within ſight of the Scythians, 
whoſe fires were diſcovercd in great abundance ; but 
not being ignorant of their cuſtom, we ſet forth 
ſtrong out-guards, that we might not be ſurpriſed, 
and paſs'd almoſt the whole night in arms. 

Aſſoon as day appear'd, and that the two Armies 
faced one another, they cait forth terrible ſhouts, 
which witneſſing their marvellous defire to fight, 
joy'd the Commanders with the hope of victory : 
Yet Artabaſus having adored the Sun, and cauſed 
ſacrifices to be made through the whole Camp, him- 
ſclf viewed molt part of the beaſts that were offered, 
whoſe intrails were all found defective, either in the 
liver or the heart, and the fire they were burnt with + 
look'd all blewifh, accompanied witha black thick ** 
ſmoak, and which inſtead of riſing up ſtraight to 
heaven, ſpread it ſelf in great clouds through the 
whole Army, Some Victims having received the 
{troak, eſcaped out of the Prieſts hands, and ran 
through the Camp witk horrible roarings , which 
was the cauſe of a very great diſorder : Beſides theſe 
unlucky Oinens, which Arrabaſus and the other 


Commanders underſtood very well, and which, not 


to ſtrike a terror into the Soldiers, they yet feigned 
not to take any notice of, the day was ſo extraordi- 
nary dark, that we had mucha doe to ſce one ano- 
ther, and ſeemed already to have put on mourning 
forthe death of ſo many thouſand men, to whom it 
was to be their laſt. This hindred not the Armies 
from drawing near together in very good order, nor 
from ſhewing much impatiency to joyn Battel. [ 
make you judge of my Maſters thoughts, who with 
his eye had already found out the place where the 
King his Father was to be, and felt ſtrong remorſe 
of a crime, for which he expected a near puniſhment 
from the Gods, Idid not doubt, for my part, but 
that my neareſt friends, which are of ſome r.ote a- 
mong the Scythians, were in their Army z yetbav- 


ing 
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ins given over all thought but ofmy Maſters inte- 
reits, I forgot the rerhembrance of my own, and 
was afflicted only with His diſcontents. But Prince 
Artaxerxes's trouble was incomparably beyond 
ours. His countenance was wonderfully fad ; and 
there being no cauſe to attribute the change of it to 
any want of courage; one might yet read in his looks 
an unwillingneſs to go upon that action ; he came 
cloſe up to my Matter, and ſaid to him in his ear, 
Brother, Yoz# ſhall know 1t 15 by meer forcelI march 
againſt your Nation, and you ſhall ſee I bad rather 
are than injure Oroondates iz the perſon of thoſe he ts 
obliged to love, The throng of thoſe that incompalſs'd 
them, hindred my Prince from anſwering him ; and 
in the mean time the Commanders paſſins through the 
Ranks, and ſhewing themſelves to thoſe that were 
farthett off, did with their words and geſtures encour- 
age the moſt backward ; and finding in them as much 
ſpirit as they could wiſh, they gave the lait Orders, 
and the Trumpets the laſt ſignal to begin the Battel : 
Then it was that the faint light of the day, of it ſelf 
but vcry eloomy, was even quite darkned with a 
cloud of arraws ſhot from both Armies, and that the 
carth became covered with an' infinite number of 
dead and wounded men, by whoſe fall the firſt Ranks 
grew thin already, But that fighting ata diſtance 
not ſatisfying the cagerneſs of thoſe that were moſt 
fiery, they gave over the uſe of their Bows, and the 
6r{t Bodies joining cloſe together, began to fight ter- 
ribly at handy-blows. This firit ſhock was given 
with ſo much fury, that it quickly made the earth 
change colour, and the Sc3thian and Perſian Squa- 
drons mingled together pall-mall, ſhewed an horri- 
ble tace of cruelty, diſorder, and confuſion. The 
Scythi4ans had ſome advantage in this firſt encounter ; 
but the reit of the Forces came up to them that were 
more advanced, and Zydaſpes with his armed Cha- 
riots falling in among the Scythians, made a wonder- 
ful laughter of their Infantry, and by his arrival re- 
covercd the diſadvantage of the Perſians. It 1s im- 
poſhble for me to deſcribe the particularities of this 
Battel ; for beſides that the tediouſneſs of the rela. 
tion would weary you, I could not be preſent in all 
places, or witneſs of an infinite nnmber of memorable 
actions, which were done that fatal day; therefore 
I will oaly tell you, that in this gencral mixture of 
Forces, that little order and obedience which re- 
mained among the Soldicrs, was in the end quite loit ; 
and the Commanlers of both ſides being no longer 
diltinguith'd in ſo ſtrange a confuſion, contented them- 
ſelves with fighting in their own perſons. Artax- 
erxesitirr'd not from his place, but reitraining the 
impatience of the party under his command, feign'd 
to itay ſtill in expectation of the ſucceſs, and to ob- 
ſerve the weakelt places, that he might ſuccour his 
own fide to better purpoſe ; though in effect, hedid it 
to defer, as much as he conld poſſibly, the fighting a- 
gainſt thoſe, whom the conſideration of Oroondates 
made him love ; and while he {tood thus delaying the 
time,he was charg'd himſelf by aBodyofHorſe,which 


thund'ring in upon us with much fury, forced us in | 
He ſpared them yetas | 


the end to defend our ſelves. 
much as he could, and had already received two 
wounds, before-his ſword had drawn one drop of e- 
nemies blood, Oroondates who perceived it, and 
ſaw how much that ſtrange temper and moderation 
might endanger him ; riding up cloſe to him, **Ar- 
_ ©taxerxes ( ſaid he) if your friendſhip to me, make 
*you ſuffer your ſelf to be kill'd, my dezth ſhall 
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| quickly free you from that conſideration. He had 
not ended theſe few words, when ſeeing him receive 
a third wound, he flew ſo hercely upon him that 
gave it, that he inſtantly laid him dead under his 
feet; andftriking down another with the ſame rea- 
dineſs, he ruſh'd in among the Scyrhians with anin- 
credible fury. Artaxerxes, whom neither his own - 
blood, nor the care of his own life could move, ſee- 
ing him in that danger, would not -forſake h'm ; but 


fighting for the ſafety of his friend, quickly ſhewed 
us proofs of an incomparable valour. I did my ut- 
moſt endeavors to ſecond them, and keeping as cloſe 
to them as I could, I ſaw the Perſians, animated by 


their glorious example, figtit with ſo much courage, 
that the fir{t ſquadrons began to ſhrink, when a new 
reſerve which came up to back them, compalſt us 
i1 on every fide, There it was ( O misfortune, 
which 4ſia can never recover! ) there it was that 
poor Artaxerxes being no longer with-held by any 
conſideration, but fighting for the life of his dear O- 
roondates, whom he ſaw in extream danger, after 
his ſword had made a great heap of dead bodies, fell 
in the end himſelf, loſing his life by an infinite num- 
ber of molt honorable wounds ; the laſt teftimony of 
his aftection, was an attempt he made to turn his dy- 
ing breath into a farewel to my Matter, ſtriving to 
ſay, Adieu, Oroon------- He was only able to ſpeak 
the firſt ſyllables, and ſinking among the horſes 
fect, gave usa ſad aſſurance that he had breath'd his 
lait, 
Though Araxes did all he could to forbear weep- 
ing atthis ſorrowful remembrance, yet feil the tears 
in ſuch abundance from his eyes, that he was con- 
{train'd to allow them a free courſe ; while Lyſ#ma- 
chus moſt ſenſibly touch'd with this fatal relation, 
and having his heart preſſ'd with grief and compaſh- 
on, witneſſed the greatneſs of his trouble by a 
itream of tears, and by very doleful lamentations. 
Theſe expreſſions of pity having held them a quarter 
of an hour, Lyſimachus in the end ſpeaking firſt ; 
This gallant man ( ſaid be ) whom you have ſo well 
deſcrib'd, and whom your recital has made me per- 
fecly in love with, died only for the glory of Alex- 
anger; and the Gods who had deſtin'd that great 
King to ſo mny glorions conquelts, facilitated his 
way to them, by the loſs of a Prin:e, who would 
without doubt have retarded them, if they had ſuf- 
frred Perfia to enjoy him till. [The beginnings of ſo 
brave a life did wonderfully take me ; and the end 
of it moves me ſo exceedingly, that it is impoſhble 
for me to expreſs it. But proceed, 1 beſeech you, 
for you have ſo engaged me with your ſtory, that I 
am not leſs intereſſed inthe paſſages of your Princes 
life, than in thoſe that nearlier concerne mine own. 
Araxes having ſetled himſelf a little, during theſe 
words, and wiping his eyes, O Gods! continned 
he, what do you think became of poor Oroordates 
at this wo ul ſight? Imagine to your ſelf, Sir, all 
that rage and deſpair can produce in a heart like his, 
and then you may fancy ſome ſmall part of what he 
did, Seeing him he had ſo ardently loved, trampled 
under foot by the infolent Soldiers, he made ſtich a 
ſlaughter of them in a ſhort time, that the blood 
wherewith he was preſently beſmeared all over, 
made him look dreadfully in a moment ; he fought 
no longer for his life, but having reſolv'd to loſe tt, 
he meant to accompany it with ſo many others, that 
his friends ghoſt ſhould be thereby fully ſatisfied, At 
that time me-thought he appeared bigger than he 
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was wont to be,8& the horror that attended himwhich 
way ſoever he turned ; and the blood wherewith 
he was died all over, making him hard to be known, 
ſtruck ſome terrour even into me. Grief had quite ta- 
| kenaway the nſe of his voice;but it had ſo augmented 

his ſtrength, that ſeeming immortal and invulnera- 
ble, he made way on every fide, and carried infalli- 
bledeath whitherſoever he went. The Gods know 
that I us'd all the force Thad; and though they left 
me my life, it was not becauſe of any careI took to 
preſerve it: But finding the way open'd, and with- 
out reſiſtance whereſoever he led, 1 had no great dif- 
ficulty to follow ; yet inthe end we mult of neceſſity 
have lien by it, and my Maſter in the points ofa 
thouſand ſwords had found that death he ſo carneſtly 
deſired, if the flight ofa great number of our men, 
engaging us in the midit of them, had not carried us 
away alſo, in ſpight of us. Oroondates ſtrikes indif- 
ferently at all, but his endeavours were in vain, and 
the crowd lifting him' out of his ſaddle, drew him 
quite out of the ranks, do what he could in the 
world to hinder it. As ſoon as he was gotten free 
from that thronging multitude, his loſs of blood had 
brought him to ſuch a weakneſs, that he fell down 
without all ſenſe or ſign of life. Though I was ex- 
treamly wounded, I fate down by him, reſolv'd that 
whatſoever became of me, I would neither forſake 
him dead nor living ; but ſeeing that our men by lit- 
tle and little left the field, Idetermined to look to 
his ſecurity, in caſe he ſhould yet have any remain- 
der of life in him ; and making him be carried a lit- 
tle out of the Battel, by three ſoldiers who offered 
themſelves to do that office, I mounted the firſt horſe 
that I could light upon, and followed them in a great 
deal of pain. It was jult about the time when the 
Sun was ready to ſet, and thatthe two Armies having 
fonght moſt obſtinately, were both of them in a 


manner utterly defeated. That of the Perſians quit- 


ted the field a little, by the cowardiſe of Varba- 
zanes ((ince, the horrible murtherer of his King) 
who that day appear'd unworthy of the charge he 
had, and ſhamefully turning his back, put the whole 
Rere-guard which he commanded, in diforder. But 
the Scythians were ſo weakned, by as great a loſs as 
that of the Perſians, that they were not ina conditt- 
on to-purſue them. 

-Judge in the interim, of the woful condition 
I was in, by that to which I ſaw my poor Maſter re- 
duced; when we were at a little diſtance from the 
remnants of the Armies, cauſing him to be ſet down 
upon the ground, I unbuckled his Head-piece, the 
freſh air made him come to himſelf ; but ſcarce had 
he opened hiscyes, when turning them wildly upon 
thoſe that ſtood about him, he cryed out weakly, 
Ah! Artaxerxes! and preſently ſhut them again, 
with all the ſigns of a mandrawing to his end. There 


is no doubt but that I ſhould inſtantly have employ- 


ed the ſmall ſtrength Ihad left, to make an end of my 
ſelf, and keep him company, if I had not been with- 
held by the ſoldiers who had aſſiſted me ; and who 
telling me that I could not without infidelity leave 
him in an eſtate which did neceſſarily require my ſer- 
vice, made me take ſome heart, and conceive ſome 
hope of life in him. We were but two hours ri- 
ding from Briſa, alittle Town where my Maſter 
had lefthis Baggage, and ſome few ſervants, before 
the Battel : The remembrance of the conveniency 1 
might have there, and the knowledge that that 
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| of things neceſary for his fſuccour, made me reſolve 7 


Town, thoygh but a little one, was not ill provided | 
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to carry him thither as well as poſſibly I could ; cau- 
ſing him therefore to be ſet upon an horſe, anda 
good ſtrong man behind him,to keep him up, we 
went a reaſonable good pace, though my wounds 
had made me ſo weak;that I could hardly fit upon my 
Taddle. But my ardent affection to my Prince put- 
ting ſpirits in me, and being favored by the Moon, 
which ſeem'd pretty clear, coming after ſo cloudy a 
day, and guided by thoſe charitable ſoldiers, who 
knew the Country, and were perfect in the ways, 
we arrived at the gates of Br:ſa, about two hours 
within night. We had much ado to get them 'o- 
pen'd; butin the end, having told who we were, 
after the accuſtomed orders at ſuch times, and upon 
ſuch occaſions,the Governour cauſed us to be admit- 
tedin. We went to the houſe where my Maſters fer- 
vantswere,& having gotten him to bed,the Phyſicians 
and Chirurgions of the Town were ſent for to look 
to him; though I was extreamly hurt, yet woule [ 
not goto bed, till I had ſeen his wounds ſearched, 
& had heard the Phyſicians opinion concerning them; 
after along diſpute among them, they at laſt agreed, 
that he might poſſibly live if he were diligently look- 
cd to, and that noill accident hapned to him, Hav- 
ing received this aſſurance, and ſcen the firlt reme- 
dies apply'd to eight or ten wounds he had, I went to 
bed in his Chamber, meanings not to leave him, 
though he had very carcful ſervants, eſpecially thoſe 
two we had brought out of Scytbia, who in that ne- 
cciſity gave him very faithful attendance. 

I had five or fix dangerous hurts, which yet the 
Phyſicians thought not mortal, and dreſſing them in 
the ſame manner as they had done my Maſters, 
they tryed their endeavours to get him out of his 
ſwoun ; but notwithſtanding all the care they con'd 
uſe, it was day before he ever open'd his eyes; as 
ſoon as he was come to himſelf, he appeared won- 
derfully aſtoniſhed to ſee that he was yet live, and 
crycd outas loud as his weakneſs would ſuffer him ; 
O Gods | do you force me to live ſtill? Hethen held 
his peace ; and aſter he had look'd earneſtly upon 
all thoſe that were about him, imacining the truth of 
the condition he was in; Barbarozs people ( conti- 


nued he ) you ſtrive but in vain ro preſerve my life, 


andthe Gods who rave permitted you this far to pro- 
long it, have not deprived we of the means totakeit 
away, He would have made an attempt to rife out 
of bed; but he wasſo faint, that he was hardly able 
to lift up his head ; conſidering himſelf in that eſtate, 
and putting his hands where he felt the pain of his 
wounds, he light upon the plaiſters and rollers that 
had been tound about them, and thinkins that to be 
the means to execute what his weakneſs would not 
ſuffer him, he began to undo them, as he would have 
done yeſterday in your preſence ; when they that 
tended him perceiving his deſign, hindred him from 
going any further : What will you do, Sir ? ſaid the 
Governour of the Town, who was come to viſit 
him; Defend my ſelf from your cruelty, anſwered he 
ſharply, and looking with anger upon him ; But do 
you not think, (reply'd the Governour) that this de- 
ſpair off ends the Gods in the higheſt degree, and that 
it 1s from them you ought to expett the ez:d of a life you 
have received from their bands ? ©Since they have 
« taken away that of Artaxerxes (ſays my Prince) 
& they have given over all care of mine, and having 
« depriv'd me of the Comfort, have depriv'd me 
« likewiſe of the Defire of living. ZBrr $:r (added 

| the 
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Book. 11. 
tte Governor) what have you done with that great 
Courage, which made you be ſo much eſteem'd through 
the whole world? It i that (anſwer'd Oro0naates) 
make me run unto this death, which will aeliver me 
from a thouſand others ; and 1 gue you notice that all 
your Cares are to no purpoſe, for you Cannot alter my 
reſolution, and that you may well augment my miſcry, 
by making me defer the remedy of it ; but cannot hin- 
der me from fasting till [ have executed what my 
weakneſs and your crue'ty deny me, | 

My bed was ſonear to his, that could ealily hear 
all he ſaid, and indeed I could not utterly condemn 
him, knowing well that a friendſhip like that of his 
with Prince Artaxerxes, cemented: by ſuch ftrong 
obligations, could not ſuffer ſo cruel a ſeparation, 
without exceeding great violence ; and to ſay truth, 
the merits of that poor Prince had imprinted ſodeep a 
ſorrow in my heart for his loſs, that I accompanied 
all my Maſters words wit h a flood of tears, and 
knew not what conſolation tv give him, in ſo freſh, 
and ſo lawful a grief; yet did[itrive to diſiwade him 
from that obſtinate deſire of death, and his life being 
dearer to me, (without compariſon) than mine own, 
I did all that was poſſible for me to preſerve it. Sr, 
(faid 1, withholding my tears as well as I could) 7s 
n0t your judament yet come ſufficiently to you to conſt- 
der what you do? As ſoonas'ever | ſpoke, endea- 
vouring to turn his head to that ſide whence he heard 
my voice come, © ls it thou Araxes? ſaid he, Yes 
Sir, (anſweredT) I am Araxes: «© Oh! prais'd be 
« the Gods (reply'd he) and ifthou art {till my faith- 
c full Araxes, canit thou ſufter the inhumanity of 
« theſe that perſecute me ? S:r (faid]) 1 am as much 
wounaed, and as weak as you are; and if I be able to 
do any thing, it is to advertiſe you, that you will make 
the Gods your enemies, if you perſt5t thus in your obſti- 
nacy. © And thou mak'it thyſelf mine (repli'd he) 
if thou perſiſt in thine ; and if thou beelt {til} my dear 
« A4raxes, my contentment ought to be more pleaſ- 
ing to thee, than the griefs to which from hence for- 
« ward thou wilt for ever ſe me expoſed; and for 
© pity (continued he with tears in his eyes, ſeeing 


&« rhat his faithful ſervant ſtirr'd not from him, but || 


© warch'd to hinder him from bis deſign) for pity fa- 
© your him whom thou haſt made profeſſion to love ; 
© and if thy good will to him be not utterly lot, be 
& not ſo cruel as to oppoſe this ſweet end of all his af- 
&« fictions: Now it is that I have need of thy aſſiſtance, 
*<and that I by my death, demand of thee a proof 
7 of that fidelity which thou haſt ſo often vowed 
© Me, 

I was ſo plung'd in ſorrow;that I could only anſwer 
him with tears, while he made ſuch doleful lamen- 
tations, as cleft the hearts of all that heard him with 
compaſſion, © Dear Artaxerxes! ( ſaid he, all 
© drown'd in tears) if thou haſt yet any remembrance 
«left thee of him that lov'd thee beyond himſelf, de- 
liver me from the Tyranny of thoſe that hinder me 
© from following thee; and if the memory of our pait 
© friendſhip be not quite blotted out of thy heart, 
* comfort him by thy ſight at leaſt, whom thy loſs 
* makes to live in torments, much more intollerable 
*© than that death which has ſo cruelly parted us; I 
© have not had the happineſs to give thee the laſt 
* farewell;and if my memory fail me not thy laſt care 
© was, to let me ſee, thy friendſhip forſook thee not 
© with thy life-T hadnot ſo much as the means to cloſe 
"thine eyes; and mine alas are open ſtill, but open 
© only for tears,and for all dreadfull objects. Unjuſt 
** & cruel Gods, if you were thirſty of mans blood,& | 
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& that your cruelty could not be glutted by that of: 
<« ſo many thouſands, whom the anger of the King 
&« of Scythia has ſacrificed to you, why did you not 
* pour out the poor remainder, that which yet runs 
«inthe veins of his wretched ſon,and preſerv@that of 
« Artaxerxcs, though even at the coſt of all his own? 
« Yes, monlter of hatred ! yes unnatural Father! 7 
<« with that the loſs of thy life could reftore me my 
<< dear brothers ; and to recover it at that price, / 
<« would lay aſide all ſenſe of humanity, as thou haſt 
<« deveſtcd thy ſelf of all manner of piety. 'The obſta- 
« cles of thy Guards, and theſe of my Wounds, 
< ſhould be but weak to ſave thee, and / would flie 
©* tothis reverge as eagerly as thou to thine, and to 

« the ſatisfying of thine ambition. Unfortunate Sra- 

© tira (continued be) how ill have I perform'd the 

** charge thou gavelt me ; and how much aſhamed 

<< ſhould /be to appear before thee, whom my co- 

« wardiſe has ſo mortally offended ! what ſhould 
* anſwer thee, when thou ſhould'it demand a bro- 

«ther from me, whom thou hadſt fo ſtrictly recom- 

* mended to my care, nay a brother that had built 

& my Fortune, and a brother to whom 7 was indebted 

« for all my happineſs ? He brought forth theſe words 

with ſo many ſobs, that the moſt inſenſible perſons 

muſtneeds have been touched with them. For my part, 

not being able abſolutely to blame them. 7thought- 
fit tolet paſs that firſt extremity of his ſorrow, with- 

out exaſperating him any further, believing one 

might better help that with time, which inits firſt vi- 

olence appeared incurable, than by perliſting to ar- 

gue him out of it ſo preſently, By good fortune the 

Governour was gone, and they that tended him, not 

being too quick witted, aſcribed this talk (which was 

enough to have diſcovered him) toa light-headedneſs 

which they thought his fever might have cauſed. Jt 

was to ſmall purpoſe to tell him that the making of 
thoſe vehement lamentations did prejudice his health; 

he was deaf to all ſuch perſwaſions z and if he made 
them any anſwer at all, it was only entreaties that 

they would ſuffer him to die, or to let him be quiet : 

He ſpent the greatelt part of the day in theſe firit paſ- 

ſions, without taking any thing, and without hea1 k- 

'ning to any thing ; if I open'd my mouth, he rebu- 


| ked meas well as the reſt, and | ſhould have deſpair- 


ed at laſt of doing any good, if I had not bethought 
my ſelfto bury the remembrances of his friendſhip, in 
the conſiderations of his love ; and to make uſe of $:4- 
tira's power, to preſerve her him, who lived on:y 
for her; when he had tormented himſelf a great 
while on this manner, his weakneſs made him give 
ſome reſpit to thoſe furious fits : And ſeeing him with 
his eyes lift up to heaven, ſigh and ſob every mo- 
ment without ſpeaking a word: ©* Sir, ( /ai4he ) I 
« will not perſwade youto receive this affliction with- 
© .n unmoved countenance ; but like a man that is a 
« |ittle maſter of his paſſions : I cannot condemn ſuch 
&« Iawful tears, but neither can I approve your de- 
« ſpair, your weeping ſhews that you are a man, and 
« that as ſuch you reſent the croſſes wherewith it 
<« pleaſes heaven to afMict you ; but your wilfulneſs 
«to deſtroy yqur ſelf, would prove you to be none, 
« fince you have ſo little reaſon at this time, when it 
<«<is molt neceſſary for you : Now fince all theſe con- 
&« ſiderations can do nothing with you, and that one 
« muſt no longer ſtrive to comfort you, cither by 
< reaſoning, or by the fear of the Gods, which you 
<« bave forgotten ; ſuffer me I beſeech you Sir, to re- 
<« preſent unto your eyes that Princeſs to whom you 


« had dedicated the remainder of a life, which uy 
Wi 
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© will now make away without her conſent : Conſi- | loſſes might have taken away their ſenſe of thoſe of ©-* 


<« ſider, 1 pray you, whether you can juſtly do it, 
© and whether this obſtinacy to diſpoſe of your ſclf 
< withouther leave, muſt not needs mortally offend 
<« her $ remember your ſelf of the vows you made 
© her, of an abſolute reſignation, and do not over- 
*© whelm her with ſo many loſſes, ſince That ſhe hath 
& already, is enough toſend her to her grave, unleſs 
& ſhe preſerve her ſclffor your ſake ; yes Sir.it is for 
© you that ſhe will certainly preſerve her ſelf; but ſhe 
<* has need of your afſiſtance,& you ought not to aban- 
<« don her inan afflition, in which the conſolation of a 


& perſon ſo dear to her as your ſelf, will be ſo neceſſa- 


& ry. Thinkuponit Sir, I beſeech-you, and believe that 
© if this conſideration has no power with you,ſhe will 
& have juſt cauſe to think you never loved her. To 
& theſe words I added divers others with all poſſible 
earneftneſs, which wrought a very great effect in the 

' mindof my deſpairingMatiter;he anſwered nothing for 
the preſent, but muſing deeply upon them, gave me 
liberty to urge many others of the ſame nature ; and 
though the Phyſicians gave me order to hold my 
peace for my own health ſake, yet would I never 
Srve over, till I ſaw he was a little ſettled. At laſt 
he began to complain with leſs violence, and ſuffered 
his wounds to be open'd and dreſſed, and took ſome- 
thing that was given him; but {till with ſo many ſighs 
and groans, thatI was not without ſome fear his ſor- 
row alone would be enough to kill him. Seeing 
him in a way to permit the endeavours that were uſ- 
ed for his recovery, I began to think of mine own, 
and to obey the Phyſicians, who injoyn'd me f1- 

'Tence. My Mater alſo in the cud, diſpoſed himſelf 
to follow their directions, and to prolong his life to 
ſee Sratira again, that he might beg leave of her to 
loſe it, 

The third day after the battel, we hcard by the 
Governour,that the Scyrhians, ſeeing themſelves too 
weak to ſtay longer in Perſia, were drawing off 
their broken Forces, and that part of them had alrea- 
dy paſſed the Araxis; but that before their depar- 
ture, tothe end they might not leave the dead bodies 

. of their Countreymen to the mercy -of wild beaſts, 
they had made a huge fire in the Camp, and burn'd 
all that great number of Carcafles, both friends and 
enemies, which was a new ſurcharge of affliction to 
us, lofing by that means all hope of paying the lat 
offices to the Corps of Artaxerxes. Within two 
days after we learn'd that Arrabaſu, having in the 
battel loſt his ſon Hydaſpes, and his brother Tiriba- 
ſus, had encamp'd with the remainder of the Army 
between Briſa and Selena; but that ſeeing the Scy- 
thians diſlodge, and having receiv'd Letters from Da- 
744, Which calld him back to ſerve againſt Alexan- 
der, who was already come into his Territories. he 
began to marchaway toward Perſepolts, when he had 
left ſuch Orders as were neceſſary upon the Frontier. 

I will not tell you Dari bis grief, nor that of the 
Queens and Princeſſes for the death of a ſon, and of 
a brother, to whom it was ſo due ; we were too far 
off to be witneſſes ofit ; but we have known fince, 
that the King bore that loſs with leſs patience than 
that of his Dominions ; and that the Princeſſes by 
whom he was ſo ardently beloved, being weary of 
their lives when he was gone, were like to have fol- 
lowed himto his grave; and one may truly ſay, that 
never Prince was ſo generally bewailed in ia, 
though it were already much burthened with.your 
Forces ; and that the conſideration of mens private 
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the Royal Family. For us, I may tell you, thatbe- 


ing in a place where we were attended with much 
care, and looked to by men that were skilfull enough 


in their art, we were within a ſhort time out of dan- - 
ger ; but our wourds, eſpecially my Maſters, were > 
fo great and many, that we were forced to ſtay a. ** 
Do but - 


bove fix moneths for the cure of them. 
gueſs at my Princes impatience, who having given 
himſelf over to gricf, had deferr'd his deſign of dying, 
only to ſee Starrazand by thoſe troubleſome wounds 
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ſaw himſelf retarded from that ſight, in a ſeaſon when 


both his honour and his love call'd him away to her, 


He had her name eternally in his mouth, and a thou- | 


ſand times a day kiſs'd the bracelet of her hair, which 
ſhe had given him at his departure. Aſſoon as he 
ſaw ſome probatility of my being cured, he reſolv'd 
to ſ\nd me to the Court, that he might hear from her, 
and let her know what was become of him ; but 
ſcarce had he becun to give me my in{tructions, when 
I was taken with a cruel relaps, and brought to ſuch 
extreamity, that I was fain to keep my bed longer 
than he: this accident was like to have kilPd him 
with grief; and not daring to truſt a Meſſage of that 
conſequence, to any of his other ſervar:ts, he reſolv'd 


to take patience ; and wait till we were both recover- 
ed, which he did, though with ſuch diſquiets as you - 


are not able to imagine. 

We were viſited every day: by the Governor of 
the Town, a good old man, whoſe converſation was 
very pleaſing, and who made us partakers of all the 


news he heard, One day we ſaw him come into the. 


chamber extraordinary ſad, and my Maſter having 
2Sk'd the cauſe ; © Ah! Sir( ſaid be) now it is that 
* the Gods indeed forſake us, and that the Royal 
&« Family of Perſia is threatned with its ruine, and 
«this Empire with a general deſulation, Theſe 
words having itirr'd up a deſire inmy Maſter to preſs 
him farther, he ſate down by his bedſide, and aid, 
«Know, Sir, that this young Conqueror Alexarn- 
&« Jer, whoſe fame is alre2dy ſo far ſpread, has paſs'd 
©«the Granicus; and with an handful of men, routed 
«all the Forces the King had ſent to hinder his paſ- 
«ſage. The wonders he has done, make him now 


« paſs almoſt for a God; the obſtacle of a deep, #' 


&« ſwift River, the Banks whereof were of an inac- 
« cefſible height, and cover'd with an infinite num- 
« ber of Perſian Squadrons, have not been able to 


« abate his courage, nor retard a Victory which he _ 


« has moſt gloriouſly obtain'd ; but leaping himſelf 
« firit into the water, and by his example, teaching. 
«his ſoldiers to deſpiſe a danger, which he braved 
«with ſo much aſſurance, he waded through, and 
*©-ain'd the ſhoar in ſpight of our oppoſition;ſo fight- 
< ing firſt with his Tavelin, ant then with his Sword, 
© he with his own hand ſlew Rheſaces and Spirhriaa- 
* zes, two valiant Commanders, whom - without 
& queſtion you have known. | h 
<« The Macedonians imitating the valour of their 
<« King, did prodigious aCtions, and to be brief, for 
«thirty or forty men they loſt, they kill'd thirty 
« thouſand of ours, and put all the reitto flight, re- 
&« maining Maſters of the Field, and of allthe Perſian 
« Baggage. But that's-not all, this Victory hath 
« made fo great an alteration of affairs, and imprint- 
« edſucha terror of Fis name among the Perſians, 
« that even Sards it ſelf, the Capital City of the low- 
« er Provinces near the Sea, has yeilded to him with- 
« out reſiſtance; and all the reſt have followee it _ 
; + e 
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« the fame facility, except Ailerunm and Hlicar- 


p ; p > > * > 2 
« ,ifus, which niade lome defence; yet he forc'd 


« them in a ſhort time : and making himſecl? Matter 
« of all the Neighbouring Country, with little trou',le, 
« his heart was fo puficd up with that proſperity, 
« an1 the little reſi tance he met, that he over-ran all 
« the Coati of- Panphilre in a few daies ; but that 
« which is thought itrangelt of all, and which mazes 
« the Pe. ſans believe the Gods take a particular 
« care of his Conqueits, is, that that ſhoar, which 


« was never wont to be without #oerms, and which. 
« in its greatelt calm, is as much troubled, as other 


« $245 arc in the mo! furious Tempeits, uy, which 
« beſides is hardly Navigable, by rcaſonof the many 
& Rocks that lie hid ail along the Coat in great 
« abundance, ſubmitted it ſe!t voluntarily to him); 
& nd during his voyage, was ſo ſmooth and quiet, 
«that the like was never known before, He em- 
&« barqucd at Ph {ide,and paſs'd the place common: 
« ly cail'd the Scale, then allaulting the Pyſidians, he 
« gyercame them, and conquer'd all Phrygia, 1n a 
& yery ſhort ſpace, Now he turns his arms toward 
« Pajhlagonia, and Cippaavcid, to take NS MArcn 
« into thz higher Provinces of 4/za, The King, 
© whoſe courige 15 not lefſen'd with all theſe changes, 
i5 now near Suj-:, where he Isrecruiting his Army, to 
« tor, the courſe of this impetuous torrent,” that 
« [ics waite his Territorics with: fo ſwift a fury. 
«Tis thought it will grow to three hundred thou- 
&« ſand fighting men, again't whom this Alexander, 
«how valiant and invincible ſoever he appear, will 
& not be able to itand with but thirty thouſand Foot, 
« 3nd five thouſand Horſe, which are all the Forces 
« his Army is compoſed of, True it is, they tell 
«yonJersof the goodneſs of his Forces, aad of the 
« order that is obſerved among them ; almolt all his 
& men are old ſouldicrs, and mo.t part of them tore 
« rms under King Philip, where Alexander knew 
& them, and choſe them all himſelf for this Expediti- 
«on : they all ſcem to be Captains, alltheir Cap- 
& tains Kings ; and they that have ſeen them, make 
« very a:vantageous reports of a great number of 
& Princes that are near his perſon, and ſay that one 
& would take them all for Alexanders, 

This was the Relation the Governor made unto 
my Maſter, who accompanied it with an infinite num- 
ber of ſighs, aud with words which ſuffcientiy telti- 
fied the ſorrow that oppreſſed him, ſecing himſelf 
forced to keep his bed, while poor Darius and that 
family which was ſo dear to him, were upon the very 
brinl: of. ruine ; © Great Gods ! cryed he, are you 
© ſo much concern'd in the glory of one man, that 
&« to raiſe him up, you wil deſtroy the image which 
*© comes neare(t to your greatneſs? Ah! how juſtly 
© do you puniſh the meanneſs of my ſpirit, and how 
** dearly do you make me buy this life, which I ſo 
* wretchedly languiſh out ſince the death of 4rrax- 
erxes! Then complaining to the Phyſitians of their 
tediouſneſs, he promiſed them exceſſive recompen- 
ces, if they haſten'd his cure, and I know not whi- 
ther his delire to be well, contributed any thing to- 
ward it, or that indeed he was more caretully look'd 
to, but one might diſcern a viſible amendment in 
him; and to make ſhort, within one moneth after, 
we were upon our legs, and like to be quickly ina 
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condition to endure the hardſhip of a Voyage, for 
which my Prince prepared himſelf, 

Before our departure, we heard that Alexander 

was Maſtcr of Paphiagenia, and that he within a few 
days, expected the fame ſuccels in- Cappadocia, 
with the ſame facility. Oroondates who, beſides the 
intere:i of Darius, was already prick'd with emula- 
tion of Alexandir's glory,being jealous of the Victo- 
rics he obtain'd ſo glorioully, wasno ſooner able to 
get on horſeback, but he left Zr:{z with his retinue, 
after he had taken his leave of the Governor, from 
whom he had received great teſtimonies of affection, 
and to whom he gave very rich Preſents at his depar- 
ture. If my Matter had not known the hatred of the 
King his' Father to the King of Perſia, he would 
have turn'd ſhorr into Scy:b14, and begg'd ſupplies 
there to aſſiſt him with ; but being well aſſured that 
King Mathers would contribute all that lay in tum to 
advance Dariz his ruine, he lo!t all hopes on that 
fide, and reſolv'd, while the Gods ſhould make ſome 
change in their affairs, to go ſee S14:r4 again, and 
ſervethe Kinz her Father with his own. perſon, as 
long as the fates ſhou'd' pleaſe to continue his life, 
With this deſign, having taken guides, we travelled 
great days journeys towards S:/a, where the King 
was recruiting his Army : but ſcarce had we ridden 
three or four, when we learn'd that having gotten it 
up to the number the Governor of Briſa had made 
him hope for, he was marching toward Cylicia, to 
meet Alcxander, who being already Conqueror in 
Cappadocia, was coming towards Syria to encoun- 
ter him. This intelligence made us change our Road, 
and caus'd ws to come later to the King, than elſe we 
ſhould have}done, Before we arrived there, my 
Matter received news, whereat he was exceedingly 
grieved, which was the death of the valiant Afermmon, 
the braveitof all Darirs his Commanders, and him 
that Aexander apprehended moſt, as indeed the 
hearing of his death, was that which confirm'd him 
in his reſolution of invading the higher 4fia, ſeeing 
it wasno longer defended by ſo redoubted a Warri- 
our. Oraozdates gave ſome tears unto his memory, 
andto the affliction of his fair Barſina, but his ſoul 
was\yct ſo fuil of mourning for the loſs of his dear 
Artaxeraes, tht he was much the leſs ſenſible of all 
others. 

Araxes would have continned his Diſcourſe, if the 
night which was very near, had not made them re- 
tire, referring the continuation of it till next day : 
Lyſimachus had hearken'd to him with ſo much de- 
light, and grew to have ſo much interelt in the 
wonders of the life he related, that he very unwil- 
lingly yeilded to that intermiſſion ; but being con- 
itrain'd to it by many. conſiderations, he return'd in- 
to the houſe, and ran to the Chamber of Oroondates, 
whom he found in a condition good enough for the 
hope of his recovery ; but his mind was in ſo ſad an 
citate, that one leſs concern'd in it than he, would 
have been deeply touch'd with compaſſion ; he would 
not make him ſpeak that Evening, knowing how 
much it might do him hurt; and fearing togive him 
occaſion to talk, he wiſh'd him good reſt , and 
withdrew into his Chamber ,* where after a light 
ſupper he went to bed, and pas'd the night, as he 
had done that before. | 
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with the loſs of his Princeſs, inſtead of tak- 
ing any repoſe ina place ſeem'd to have been 
created purpoſely for it, did there linger out 
the hours of his condemnation (for ſo he call'd the 
neceſlity thar conſtrained him to live) in pains more 
ſharp and inſupportable then death it ſelf, Night 
with it's darkneſs bringing back horrour and ſilence 
| Into his Chamber, brought back alſo moſt diſmal ob- 
jets into his mind, and repreſented to him the 
wretchedneſs of his preſent condition, in ſo many, 
and ſuch terrible forms, that he was like to loſe his 
life, with very grief that he was forced to keep it. 
Then it was that all the paſſages thereof, as well the 
moſt pleaſing, as the moſt fatal came into his memo- 
ry, and that he ſaw himſelf moſt cruelly affaulted, 
both with a remembrance of the bleſſings he had loſt, 
and a ſence of the miſeries in which he was over- 
whelmed. 

He made reflexion upon the ſtrarige birth, the 
marvellons progreſs, and the tragical ſucceſs of his 


B: ſorrowful Oroondates, more nearly touch'd 


affection ; and from all three, he conjectured that - 


the Gods had never ingaged themſelves with ſo 
much intereſt through the whole courſe of his misfor- 
tunes, but to ſhew in his life a dreadful example of 
!their wrath, and of the afflitions into which thoſe 
men precipitate themſelves, whom they have for- 
faken; He embark'd again upon that tempeſtuous 
ſea, which had toſs'd him for che ſpace of ten whole 
years, and recalling to mind all the moſt memorable 
accidents of that time, where there was any matter 
of trouble, he afflicted himſelf really ; but if there 
. were any occaſion of joy or comfort, he was ſo little 
ſenſible of that, that he eaſily found, his ſoul being 
prepoſleſs'd with impreſſions of grief, had no en- 
trance at allleft for any thing elſe, nor ſence of any o- 
' ther touches then thoſe of deſpair. But when having 
overrun all, he arrived at the bloody Cataſtrophe 
of his love, and that after the crueltics, abſences, 
imprifonments;, jealouſies, quarrels, and rigorous 
commands of his Princeſs, he came to imagine her 
death, nay a moſt certain bloody an inhumane death; 
then it was that his conſtancy utterly forſook him, 
and that courage which had not yeilded to the reſt of 
his miſhaps, funk under the burthen of an affliction 
of ſo high a nature. He fancied before his eyes that 
fair and magnanimous Queen, remainder of the il- 
luſtrious blood of Perſia, and widow to the greateſt 
man that ever was, holding fortu her naked throat to 
the ſword of Perdiccas, and to the bloody executi- 
oners of pittileſs Roxana ; he repreſents her to him- 
ſelf all bloody, and disfigured with a multitude of 
wounds, which makes that fair body hideous, and 
ſcarcely to be known: he then ſeeks her in the bot- 


tom of a well, under a heap of ſtones that buried 
her ; and his imagination working very ſtrongly, 


made him behold her in the ſtrangeit and moſt gait- 


ly ſhapes his mind could poſſibly conceive. Then it 
was that he plung'd himſelf headlong into his grief; 
and forgetting his reſolution of being cured, he ſent 
forth _ of lamentation, and gave himſelf quite 
over toſighs and groans, ſwimming as it were ina 
river of tears, which ſtreamed from his eyes 
as two eternal ſources. He broke the ſilence that 
was enjoyned him for his recovery, and the abſence 


of Lyſtmachus, Araxes and the Phyſicians, gave + 


his tongue liberty to his heart of ſome part of it's ſor- 
row. © Fair Queen (cryed he with an interrupted 


« ſpeech) if your ſoul be not utterly unlooſed from ' 


* allearthly thoughts, and if you {till conſerve any 
& any remembrance of your faithful Orontes ; Fair 
<« Queen, beautiful Sratira, divine ſpirit, look yet 
< upon this miſerable man ; and if you be the ſame 
* Searira ſo religiouſly adored by poor Orontes, ſee 
«thatT am ſtill the ſame Oronres, by whom the di- 
*< vine Sratira hath been ſo religiouſly adored: Yes 
«lam {til} the ſame, Ideclare it to my own ſhame 
« and confuſion, I am the ſame, unleſs I be changed 
* by that meancſle of ſpirit which I have ſhewed in 
© in ſurviving you; yes, dear Princeſſe, Ilive ſtill, 
«though you,alas, are Cead ; but if you know my 
« aftection well, you cannot doubt but I will ſhortly 
« follow you; this cowardiſe of which I accuſe my 


« ſelf, is only a cowardiſe in appearance, but is in- ! 


« deed aneffect of my courage, and of my love to iS 


Ns 
Ag 


«you, Ido rcſolve to aye Srarira, afſoon as you -* 


« are revenged ; and the numberleſs deaths I ſuffer 
« in expectation of my laſt, ought'to fatisfie you 
« better than one alone, whereby you tom ae 
« me. One death, great Queen, was enough 
« for you ; but this unhappy wretch that was 
*the occaſion of it, this misfortunate cauſe of 
© Roxana's hatred, ought to ſuffer ten thouſand 
« to recompence that one life he made youloſe. He 


ſtopt at theſe words, to turn over a thouſand furious” 
reſolutiens in his mind, and to mvent as many kinds 
of revenge, which all ſcem'd too light to his indigna+ 
tion; fire and ſword ſeem d too gentle for his ſatis- . 


faction, and Roxana, and Perdiccas too mean, too 
feeble ſubjects to wreak his anger ; he wiſh'd the 
Gods would reſuſciate an Alexander to defend them, 
or that the whole world would take uparms for their 
protection. Nay, he who in the whole former 
courſe of his life had ever appear'd moderate, and 
moſt religious, fell now to conteſt with the Gods, as 
if he meant to force them to take the part of his ene- 
mies, © Great Gods (aid he) you who to raiſe an 
& Alexander to that pitch of glory, which never 
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«ny man before attain'd, have deftroyed the Royal 
« Family of Perſia, and beaten down the pride of 
« ſo many mighty Kings z you who have ſubmitted 
« ſo many Empires, an4 facrinced ſo many thouſand 
«lives to his ambition; and who on the contrary 
«have made me linger out my miſerable youth in love 
c<jn irons,in unknown Countries, without name, with- 
© out glory ,and without fortune, though you hadgt- 
« yen me both as eminent a quality as his, as higr. 2 
« ſpirit, & perhaps a Soul capable of as great deſigns: 
« If you abhorr'd her for being lov'd by me whom 


<& you have ever frowned on, why did you not at lealt. 
« protect her for being ſo dear to that great man up- 


© on whom you ſhowred down all your Favours ? 
« Was it ſo great a crime in Princeſs Srarzra, to have 
« been lov'd by Oroondares, that the glory of having 
« married Alexander could not blot it out? Were 
« you not ſatisfied with having tormented, afflicted, 
<« and perſecuted me from my childhood, by the vio- 
« lence of my paſſion, by the death of my dear Ar- 
raxerxes, by long and inſupportable abſence, by the 
« captivity of my Princeſſe, by an infinite number 
<« of wounds, by long impriſonments, by the loſle 
« of Darirs and his Empires, by the marriage of 
« Statira, by her anger, by the perſecutions of Rox- 
<& zza, by my banithment , by ſuch toilſome and 
© dangerous voiages,and briefly by ſo many hazards, 
& by ſo many pains, and byſo many crofles as the 
&© courage of your Alexander would infallibly have 
&« fiinted under ; unlefſe with my life you alſo rob'd 
* me inthe very haven, ot that Prize which I was 
« ypon the point of recciving, and which I had fo 
&« oloriouſly deſcrv'd ? blind Divinities) by what 
&« offences have I drawn your hatred ſo viſibly upon 
& me? He ſpoke many other things of this nature, 
<« till at laſt with tormenting himſelf ſo extreamly, his 
<« ſenſes were a little dull'd, which made him fall in- 
« toa ſlumber, burying the thoughts that afMlicted 
«him, in fome repoſe : But ſhe that was eternally 
in his imagination while awake, appeared to him like- 
wiſe in his ſleep ; and having entertain'd himſelf with 
her the reſt of the night, at break of day he verily 
thought he heard her voice at his beds head, which 
having often pronounc'd his name ; went on. ſaying, 
Ab !'tis he, Orontes ;, my dear Orontes | Theſe woxds 
which he did effectually belicve.he heard, waken'd 
him in a ſtart; and drawing the Curtain of his Bed, 
which was alittle open; he fancied that he ſaw in his 
Chamber the very face of his dear Starira. This be- 
lief having marvelouſly ſurpris'd him, made him caſt 
forth a loud cry,& thruſting his head out of bed to ſee 
her morediſtinctly,her image ſuddenly vaniſh'd from 
his eyes. | 

The poor Prince troubled with this viſion. and not 
being able to diſtinguiſh whether the force ofhis ima- 
gination had repreſented a ſhape unto his fancy, which 
had not appear'd indeed; or whether the Ghoſt of 
his dear Princeſs had really preſented it ſelf unto his 
fight, remained in a ſtrange perplexity ; but the laſt 
perſwaſion being the ſtronger, he abſolutely believ'd 
that Sratira came either to comfort him in his afflicti- 
on, or to animate him by her preſence, -to the ven- 
geance ſhe deſired ofhim,. In this conceit he cry'd 
out, Whether flie you fair Princeſſe, whither flie you? 
vaniſh not ſo foon from himthat dies for You; dead as 
Jou are, you appear no lefſe charmins to me than when 
Jou were alive, and I ought not to be more hateful to 
you now, than when I was your dear Orontes, He 
had ſaid more, butthat he ſaw Ly/machm enter, who 
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coming to his bed-ſide to bid him good morrow, and 
ſeeing him all ina cold ſweat, asked him the cauſe of 
thatdiftemper ; The Prince extreamly moved, and 
croſſing his arms upon his breait, faid Wn with a 


deep ligh, 4b! Lyſimachus,What have Meen ? Ab 
what have I ſeen, Lyfimachus ? and ſtopping at thoſe 
few words, appear'd ſo much amazed, that Zyſi- 
mach his deſire increaſed to learn what was the 
cauſe of it; and having conjur'd him to tell him; Why 
do we delay, Lyſimachus ( replyed the Prince) why 
ao we longer defer this revenge, to which we have ob- 
l:ged our ſelves ? Our Princeſſes come to ſummon us to 
it themſelves, and at the very moment you camcin, 
Statira vaniſned from my eyes ; my eyes, my own eyes 
have ſeen her withont illuſion, and my ears heard that 
ſame woice, which while ſhe liv'd, was wont to pro- 
nounce ty Oracles; I tell you ſeriouſly, and in my 
right ſenſes, 1 ſaw her, fairer, taller, and mere a- 
nimal than ever ; and thouzh I ſaw her but a a flaſh 
of lightning yer had 1 no difficulty to know the features 
which I have ſo aceply engraven in my heart. 

Lyſir achus at this diſcourſe joyning his hands to- 
gether, and ſhrinkingup his ſhoulders ; Great God's 
( ſaid he) ſince you have been pleas'd our deſtinies 
ſhould be link'd tegether, never ſeparate them, but 
give an end quickly, to theſe miſeries which have la- 
Sted too long already. IT do nut doubt at all (continu- 
ed he, turning toward the Prince) of the truth of 
what you ſay, ſince IT my ſelf bad juſt ſuch another ad- 
venture; for paſſins through a long Entry near this 
Chanber, rhe Ghoſt of the Princeſs Paraſatis appeared 
tome; ſhehadher very faſmon, and her very counten- 
ance; 1 would have caſt my ſelf at her feet, hut ſhe 
vaniſhed away jo ſuddenly, that were it not for what 
yon tell me hapned to you alſo, 1 ſhould believe my fan- 
cy abuſed me, and that I bad onely ſeen in imagination 
what I indeed ſaw really, and without deceit, Oro- 
ondates hearing Lyſitmachus his confidence z Let's - 
doubt no more on't Lyſimachus (ſaid he) Ler's doubt 
no more on't ; Our Princeſſes did without queſtion 
come to viſit #s, to comfort us, and to follicite us 
to that revenge which we have promiſed them ; per- 
chance they likewiſe demand the laſt duties of us,” and 
that their fair bodies which nave yet had no other 
Tomb but an heap of ſtones, expett Funeral honors 
from us, more ſuitable to their quality: that's it which 


Ig ake's their ſpirits wander ſtill amoneſt #4, and makes 


| 


the churliſh Ferriman deny them paſſage, as long as 
they are deprived of the Rites of Burial, Come Lyſt 
machus, /er's go make them a gallant Monument of 
the ruines of Babylon, and appeaſe their Gho#ts by 
the Sacrifices we owe unto them; we know the obliga- 
tions they require, let's go and offer them, and min- 
le our own innocent blood with that of thoſe barbarous 
people th#r raviſh'd them from us, LyſFnachu an- 
ſwer'd him coldly : © As foon as you are in a better 
« condition to execute your juſt reſolutions, Ile bear 
<« you company in all things, and will inſtruct you in 
« what eſtate are the affairs of Perdiccas, Rexana, 
<« 2nd of all the ſucceſſors of Alexander, In the mean 
« time I will employ this day in ſome paticular ſacri- 
« fices, and in viſiting a Temple of Apol/o, which is 
<« but a little diſtant from this houſe : there I may 
« pay ſome part of what we owe to the memory of 
<« our Princeſſes,and there I may conſult the pleaſure 
« of the Gods, both for you, and for my ſelf, our 
<« fortunes being ſo chain'd together, that we have 
«need but of one Oracle for us both. Art my return 
«] will entreat Araxes, to continue the relation of 
| *< Your 
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© your Adventures, and after that, I will acquaint | 


© you with mine, and with ſome particulars of your 
© own, which withour doubt you are ignorant of ; ſo 
& ſhall you ſee what ſhare I have in them, and know 
«the mixFre of our Intereſts, whi.h from henceſor- 
* ward cat: never more be ſcparated. If my Fortunes 
&« were better than they are ( reply'd Orvondares ) 1 
* ſhould be overjoy'd to have ſuch a Companion in 
« them as your ſelf: but being ſuch as by this time 
&* you partly find them to be, I cannot but be cx- 
& treamly troubled, by learning that my unhappt- 
' ET nefles are common to you : I'le wait for your re- 
*turn; and (ſince you will have it ſo) {or the health 
& ljkewiſc which is wanting to this miſerable body, 
& that I may ſecond you in our juſt defignes : but af- 
& ter that, what anſwer ſoever you receive from the 
© Gods, Iam fully reſolv'd not to languiſh alwaies in 
& 2 life which I cannot ſpin out longer without ſhame 
& 3nd horrour.l donot atall love mine better(anſwer- 
& ed Lyſimackius)thun you do yours,andif | {till leave 
© the diſpoſing of it to the Gods, 'tis to obtain facility 
& jnour revenge, and to pay tne duty I truely owe 
© them, according to the precepts of Philoſophy 
<« wich /havelearn'd, and to the leſſons of that good 
< Philoſopher Cal:ſthenes, They had yet ſome 0- 
ther diſcourſes, after which Zyſsnachus took leave 
of O700nd:tes, and went out of the houſe, attended 
onely by his Squire, and the ſon of their Landlord, 
who was to be his guide. 

They took their way toward the Temple Lyſ:ma- 
chius meant to viſit ; and becauſe it was not far off, 
and that they went a reaſonable good pace, they ar- 
rived at the Gate of it in leſs than an hour: 'Twas 
contrary to the ordinary cuitom of the Territories 
ſubject to the King of Perſia, that that Temple had 
been builtin that Country ; for in almoſt al the o- 
ther Provinces, they made their ſacrifices in the open 
air, and upon the tops of mountains: but King Ar- 
raxerxes, one of Dariws's Predeceſfors, out of ſome 
particular devotion, had caus'd this to be built, with- 
in forty or fifty furlongs of B:bylon, and not above 
ſive or ſix from the River Euphrates : hehad alſo ta- 
ken care to enrich it with a great number of Preſents ; 
and the Oracles that were delivered there, made it 
quickly very famous through ali 4/2 - the Platform 
of it was a Pentagone, an1 the Frontiſpiece appeared 
in Perſpeive, between two rowes of trees of an ex- 
traordinary height, which made a long Walk,whoſe 
other end reach'd to the bank of the River. This 
Front was mavelouſly high,beautified with many Sta- 
tues, and particularly with two Marble Pillars of an 
exceſſive height, upon which the God Apo/lo, and 
the Goddeſs his Siſter, were placed in their Chariots, 
The Gates were Cedar, ſtanding on the top of five or 


_... ix Steps, of the faireſt Parian Marble that was ever 


ſeen - the Floor of the Temple was Paved with the 
ſame, and the Walls were all adorned with Pictures, 
which repreſented the moſt famous actions of that 
God: There was his birth in the Floting IMland, with 
the puniſhment of thoſe that were turned into Frogs, 
theVictory of Py1hoa,the Metamorphoſis of Daphne, 
whom the Gods ſeem'd ſtill to embrace moſt ardent- 
ly, inſenſible as ſhe was, the death of Corons, and 


CASSANDRA 


painted there by an excellent hand, and enchaced iq ** 


the transformation of the fatal Crow, the Loves of | 


C:ytia, and of thedaughter of. Orchamus, who being 
half buried, implored the aſfiſtance of the God that 
loy'd her, the Deſtiny of fair Hyacinth, and that 
of poor Cypariſſ# ; and in ſhort, all the moſt remark 
able Stories the Pocts had ſung of that God, were 


which reach d unto the Arch of the Temple ; the 
form of it was round, and upon it ſtood the God, of 
the Stature of a man, his head invironcd with rajes, : 


and glittering with Gold, Diamonds, and other Stones 


of great value, that humane eyes were hardly able to : 


er:4ure the lultre of them, Behind the Altar was 
the hole of the ſacred paſſage, or. Tunnel, whence the 
Prieſts drew that fury which made them pronounce 
the Oracles, but the coming to it was not permitted 
to any but them alone, who came thither through a 
Vault under ground, which led from their quarter to 
the Altar, 

Lyſimachus came into the long Ally, at the ſame 
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Corniſhes whoſe materials were very precious. The © 
Acceſs to the Altar was hindred by a Baluſter of Braſs, * 


time when a ſtranger, who had newly alighted there, ' 


was walking near the Gate, and expecting when it 
would be open'd : ſcarce had he left his horſe, but 
he came upto him, and ſaluted him moſt courteouſly: 
although he deſired not to be known, yet was he not 


willing to appear unmannerly ; and ſecing that he . 


had put up the beaver of his headpiece, he diſcove. 


red his face alſo, and return'd his ſalute with all man- 
ner of civility. Beſides the Decency that obliged him, 
he was likewiſe moved to it by the ſtrangers hand- 
ſome faſhion; and conſidering him more nearly,he 
obſerv'd ſo much beauty and Majeity in his face, and 
ſtature, that though he had been bred near Alexan- 
der the Great, in a Court, out of which ſo many 
Kings had iſſued, yet did he not believe he had 
ever beheld any thing that could equal it. He 
thought nevertheleſs that he had ſeen the like fea- 
tures in ſome face or other ; yet he ſpent no time to 
ſtrengthen that conceit, but followed the inclination 


which already moved him to ſome kind of reſpect, 


and affection to him; The Stranger alſo who ſaw 
ſomething extream graceful, ſprightly, and martial 
in his carriage, conſidered him with admiration, and 
began to ſpeak to him in the Perſtirn Language, with 
ſo ſwect and fo obliging a countenance, that Lyſima- 
chu looked upon him, and hearkened to him, as an 
extraordinary mans. I velieve Sir (ſaid the ſtranger ) 
that the ſame deſign leads both bither, but I pray 
the Gods you be not brought by ſoil a Fortune as 1 
am. 

« The goodneſs youu expreſs tome ( 7epli'd Lyſs- 
* zachus )and the eiteem 1 have already for a perſon 
« of ſo winning a behaviour, make me beg of the ſame 
** Gods, toſend you rather any other fortune, than 
©< one like mine. I would to heaven( anſwered the 
« ſtranger with a deep ſigh ) I were as ſurely equal to 
© you in the good qualities which doubtleſle you poſ- 


© {efſe, as I go beyond both you, and all men living, ' 


&« in misfortunes. If to have no more hope, bur in 
the grave ( ſaid Lyſimachus ) and to have loſt by a 
& cruel, and unuſual death, the perſon a man loved, 
«or rather the only thing for which he lived, bea 
&« condition that can fafſer any parallel, I confeſs 
« there may be found very miſcrable ones; but if all 
« thoſe to whom misfortunes of the like nature have 
<« hapned, five not had paſſions as ardent as mine, 
* and for as lovely objects as that I bewail, they 
« muſt needs yeild a prize to me, which 1, in ſpight 
*« of me, carry away from all the rcit of the world. 

« May the Gods be pleas'd to comfort you ( re- 
«plid the ſtranger ) ſince] ſufier ſome addition to 
« my griefs by the knowledge of yours ; for lam 
« very far from that humor, which makes unfortu- 
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« nate men finde ſome ſweetneſs in meeting with 
« gthersas unhappy as themſelves ; For my part, I 
« who hope no more almoſt for any but in death, and 
« who beſides miſeries ofthe ſame nature with yours, 
< have alſo ſuffered many others, under the burthen 
« whereof I ſhould have ſunk, but for the particular 
« affiſtance of heaven will wait its pleaſure, with the 
«fame heart which hath made me beara thouſand 
« offes without murmuring, the leaſt of which ought 
« to have ſent me to my grave. ** This courageous 
« reſignation ( added Lyſimach ) is a moſt perfect 
& mark of your vertue, and accuſes thoſe Gods, to 
« whom you ſo voluntarily ſubmit your ſelf, ofcruel- 
«ty and injuſtice z they will pardon methis liberty of 
« ſpeech, which neither comes from a want of rel. 
« pect tothem, nor from an impious humore inclin- 
«ed to blaſphemy ; but if I may continue without 
« offenling them ( ſaid he, wa'king under the rrees) 


« andif we may be permitted to reaſon of things that ; 


«are above us, methinks thoſe cruel ſcourges where- 
« with they have afflicted you, ſhould rather have 
«© been deitin'd to the puniſhment of Parricides, and 
« of many other crimes, which ambition, or other 
«motives, daily make the monſters of the preſent, 
« and paſt ages to commit ; and yet we ſee them for- 
<tunate, and cometo extream old age, without be- 
« inp croſs'd by any accident to trouble the repoſe of 
« their proſperity. We have ſeen an Occhus, prede- 
«ceſſorto Darixs, bloody with the murder of fifty 
« of his brothers, his father Artaxerxes the mur- 


« therer of his own, of his eldeit fon; and many o- | 
| **and theſe monſters, did taſte a real happineſs, and 


«ther Princes who for reaſons of State, have not for- 
& bornany kind of crime, reign and live peaceably 
« tothcir hundredth year, without any trouble, and 
&« without any ſenſible croſs ; and wee fee poor Da- 
« r;45 a good and a generous Prince, with all his il- 
« lu{trious Family, the mirror of vertue, con{tancy 
«2nd - gen:rofity , perſecuted by heaven and for- 
« tune, and breathing out their lives at laſt by {trange 
«< and cruel ways, which ſeem to accuſe this Sove- 
© raign providence. We ſee an Alexander, known 
« enough through the whole world, taken away in 
<« the flower of his age, and almoft in the birth of his 
© hopes, an1 with theſe a great number<of other per- 
< ſons truly vertuous, who ſeem to have come into 


<the world for nothing elſe, but to make ſport for the 


&« incon{tancy of Fortune, or to ſerve for the Butt of 
& her perſecutions. 

The ſtranger who hearken'd quietly to him, after 
he had wiped away ſome tears which this diſcourſe 
drew from his eyes, anſwered with mu:h modera- 
tion, © Truly I have made the ſame obſervation 
«with you, and in the diverſity of things which 1 
&« have ſeen, have ſometimes faſten'd upon conſidera- 
© tions like to yours; I have indeed known many ve- 
© ry vitious perſons, who have lived to a very great 
& age, and very happily, at leaſt in appearance ; and 
«1 have ſeen many vertuous men harſhly uſed by for- 
< tune, and given over to all manner of infelicity ; 


& but this hath never made me accuſe thy Gods of in- 


< juitice,nor of want of providence in hunane affairs; 
« and if youwill give me leave to tell youmy opinion, 
*I have alwaies believ'd that there were as. many 
« different kinds of happineſſe, as there are eeral 
© kinds of humors; and'that as the true ſoveraign 
** good conſiſts onely'in the contentment of the mind, 
*the very varietie of inclinations may make the dif- 
: ference. So we may often deceive our ſelves, by 
-* accounting a man happy when we ſee him poſſeſs 
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' «treaſures, which percharice he diſdains, to deſire 


— 


| 


<« the poſſeiFion of a perſon whom he loves, and like- 
<« wiſe make very falſe judgements of the Fortune of 
* another, ſeeing him enjoy a Miſtreſs, whom he 
« would willingly forſake for thofe treaſuresthat are 
* denied him; Onthis manner may we abuſe our 
«ſelves inthe opinion we have of the happineſle of vi- 
* ctous men, who though they ſhould obtain that 
<«felicitie which conſiſts in the ſatisfaction of the 
© mind, and the fulfilling of the deſire, the remorſe 
** of their guilty conſcience makes a war within them 
* unknown to us, and troubling their quiet by con- 
*tinual aſſaults, renders them incapable of taſting 
** that ſweetneſs which they propoſe to themſelves 
* in the fruition of things defired, or in the being 
«freed from thoſe they hate, or apprehend. Do 
* you think that Occhus could feel any pleaſure in his 
© Victory over the Armenians, or find any tranqui- 
*lity in thoſe Eſtates which he had ſecured by ſo 
« many murthers, when he ſet before his eyes the 
* death of ſo many brothers, with whoſe blood he 
*had cemented that greatnefſe wherein he lived the 
< ſpice of many years ? and do you not believe that 
* Artaxerxes detelted the length of his life, when to 
«ſecure it he ſaw himſelf con{train'd to facrifice that 
*ofa ſon whom he had dearly loved?Certainly if you 
** make reflexiun upon them, you will Judge that the 
©number of evils,theſeperſons(happy in appearance) 
*feel, is much greater than that of the goods, which 
** make us believe them to be ſo; but thoughI ſhould 
** grant you that theſe cruel men, theſe Parricides, 


* that enjoying all they could wiſh for, they were 
<© netther troubled with ambition, love, nor remorſe 
« of conſcience; may we not believe that the Gods 
<« have preſerv'd them ſo many years, to make uſe 
© of them as Intruments of their Juſtice, and ſcourges 
« wherewith they have puniſh'd others, as faulty, 
*andas wicked as themſelves ? What do we know 
« whether they gave Occhus ſo lons a life for his own 
<« happineſs, or tor the deſtiny of his brothers ; and 
«© whether it were rather their love to him, that made 
«them preſerve him, to deſtroy them, than their 
«© hatred tothem, whoſe inclinations perchance were 
© worſe than his ? Ought we not alſo to believe that 
*© they ſuffered Artaxerxes to live to his hundreth 
<« year, onely to uſe him for the puniſhment of a ſon, 
*rhat was to attempt againſt his life? This is my opini- * 
** on for what concerns the proſperity of evil men,and F 
*the adverſity of good, though truely it befan af- 
< fliction to all that have any vertue, yet me thinks 
&« alſoit no way ſhocks Divine Providence ; perhaps 
< thoſe that ſeem'd moſt innocent to us, were not ſo 
« before the Gods, whoſe Judgements are very diffe- 
* rent from ours; andare puniſh'd by the miſeries 
<« which we ſee them expos'd to for ſome crimes that 
«are conceal'd from us: but ifthey be free of them, 
<« it 1s without queſtion to make tryal of their vertue; 
«and to give it the brighter luſtre, that they ſend 
* them ſuch afflictions, The example of thoſe you 
& alledge to me. 

The ſtranger {top'd ſhort at theſe words, and as 
he was about to have gone on with his diſcourſe, he 
ſeem'd prevented by ſome ſo preffing remembrance, 
that it would not ſuffer him to proceed further, Ly- 
ſimachu who had hearkned to him with much atten - 
tion, and who admired his gracefulneſs, both.in his 
diſcourſe, and in all his acitons, would have begun 
their converſation again, if at the ſame time the —_ 
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of the Temple had not been open'd, giving them li- 
berty to goin to their Devotions. 

They entred both together, and ſtaying but little to 
obſerve the Pictures, and other beauties of the Tem- 
ple, they kneeled down near the Balufter, and after 
they had pray'd ſoftly a while, the {tranger raiſing 
his voice, and addreſſing himſelf to the God to whom 
the Temple was dedicated, pray'd on this man- 
ner : 


« yJOwerful Divinity, who doſt not only diſpenſe 
cy P thy light to mortals, but alſo doit truely give 
& being unto all things; Thou independent Being, 
© ypon whom all others do depend : if the prayers 
<& of a miſerable man may yet be heard,behold (thou 
<« Father ofthe Day) the moſt unfortunate one liv- 
<& jng,proftrate at the foot of thine Altar, one who for- 
<«< faking all hope of humane ſuccour or conſolation, 
<« expects neither, but from thy Divine goodneſs. 
& Thou knowlt all my miſery.thou knowſt my loſſes, 
© & thou knowlſt great God in what a ſea I have floa. 
<« ted the ſpace of many years. thy Juſtice be ſatish- 
<« ed with ſomany loſſes, and if after having taken ſo 
& much from me,thouyet preſerveſt that in the world, 
<* which I ſeek with ſo much diligence : Enlichten me 
<& thou Author of light and guide my {teps inthe track 
<* of what I have loit:I part with al!l thingselſe untron- 
<< bled,but great God reſtore me that | love, reſtore 
< me that which makes me live,or at leaſt reſtore me 
© a hope,which hath already forſaken me, 


Thus the ſtranger ended his Prayer, and Lyſima- 
ch who had hearkened to it very attentively, and 
with as much compaſſion for his diitreſſcs, as the re- 
membrance of his own would permit, ſceing that he 
had done, and that the Prieit being gone behind the 
Altar, waited at the hole of the ſacred Tunnel, for the 
anſwer of the God, he proſttated himſelf with all hu- 
mility, and made his Prayer unto him in theſe 
words, 


& Beer Star of the day, thou Eye that beho!deſt 
& all things, and by whom all things ſubſiſt, Two 
& miſerable wretches who have but one Deſtiny, ca 
«themſelves dow at thy feet, to render what they 
« gwe thee, rather than to beg relief or alteration of 
<« a fortune, in which they are void of all manner 
* © of hope, ſave that of death : they have loſt a!l that 
.< they could loſe, and all that they defired to keep, 
and can expect no help from thee, unleſs thou in fa- 
<« your of them ſhouldit once again uſe that power, 
& which thou didit communicate to 

&« thy + Son,and unleſs thou ſhouldſt + #iculapius. 
« reſtore the lives of thoſe llluſtrious 

<« perſons, to whom theirs were wholly dedicated. 
« Aſit them onely in a moſt juſt revenge, and in the 
<« deſign they have to pay what is due to the Spirits of 
<« them they have ſo perfectly loved. 


Lyſomachus ended theſe words with bowing him- 
ſelf tothe very ground; and a while after the Prieſt 


came back before the Altar, ſo chang'd that one had | 
that could accuſe him of weakneſs, he made lamen- 


much ado to know him, he ſeem'd taller than ordi- 
nary , he had a wild affrighted look, and being 
tranſported with the God that poſleſs'd him he in his 
rapture pronounc'd theſe words with. a dreadful 
voice, 


EE [FSSSAHNDREL 


The ORACLE, 


Living, and let the Living hope for 


| the aſſiſtance of the Dead; the Dead 


the Living ſhall eſtabliſh the repoſe of the Dead, 
In the mean time T will have the Living live, 
and the Dead reſt; and both the Living and 


Fupbrates 


After that the Pric{t had pronounced theſe words, 
he came by little ard little to himſelf again; and 
though at the entreaty of Lyſimachis, and the 
ſtranger, he went back to the Hole again, yet 
would the God give no other anſwer, and left them 
inan uncertainty both of the ſence of the Oracle, and 
to which of them it was addreſſed, Each took it to 
himſelf, but not being able to comprehend any thing 
by it they reſolv'd to wait for the fulfilling of it, with- 
out informing themſelves any further,& after theyhad 
oftered ſome ſmall ſacrifices,according to the cuſtom, 
& to the intention which obliged themto it,they took 

leave of the Prielt, and went out of the Temple;as ig- 
norant of their Deſcinies as they were before. 

It the Aﬀaires of Zyſtmachrs, and thoſe of the 
ſtranger, or rather the ſorrowfull condition of both, 
could have ſuftered them to endure company, they 
would not have parted ſo ſoon, for they had already 
conceived ſo high an eſteem, and ſo much good will 


without ſome trouble; but being call'd otherwhere 
an] the {tranger departing his way, Zyſemachrs like- 


left Oroondates, | 
He rode that ſhort way without ſpeaking a wo rd, 

ſeeming to be buried in fodeepa {tudy,that they that 

/ accompanied him, durſt not put him out of it ; when 


deſert and ſolitary, that he thought it a fit place to 


tain his ſad and dyins thoughts ; with this intent a- 
lighting from his horſe, and commanding his Squire 
to lead him back to Polemons houſe, he thank'd his 
ſon for having gnided him,and diſmiſſed him alſo, en- 


walked up and down in the moſt gloomy ſhades he 
cou'd find; and ſuch as were moſt retired from the 


the Oracle in his mind a hundred times, and after hav- 
ing as often examined them, he underſtood ſo little, 


the meaning of it. In this ſolitude his tears had liber- 
ty to break forth, and being not ſeen by any body 


tations and complaints, able to have moved the very 
trees to pitty : The remembrance of the viſton he had 
ſcen that morning, coming then into his mind, made 


him conjure the ſpirit of his Princeſs to appear once 


' more to him, and that with the moſt ardent praycr$, 


and the moſt tender moving words his paſſion could 
ſuggeſt, | *Dt- 


ſhall build the Fortunes of the Living, and © 


| Et the Dead wait for the Duties of the - 


the Dead expe my pleaſure upon the banks of 


for one another, that they could not bid farewell, © 
by urging conliderations, they both got on horſcback, + 


wiſe took his, towards Po/cmons houſe, where he had +: 


he was within two or three hundred paces of the 

” . . PRES, 
| houſe, he ſaw upon the right hand, near the River, !# 
an exceeding high wood, which appeared to him fo 7 


paſs ſome of his melancholique hours, and to enter- 


tring alone, and on foot into the wood, where he | 
company of men. There he revolved the words of . - 


that he gave over all care of finding out any more of 
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Book. III. 

« Divine Pariſatis(ſaid he,w-l 1ng very ſoftly with 
« js eyes lift up to heaven, and 18 arms ad roſs upon 
« hjs breaſt) if notwithſtanding your Drvinity, you 
« have already vouchſafed to comfort this unfortu- 
& nate man by your fght,and to lay alide the \ plendor 
« that invirons you, to make your ſelf a ft objeQ 
« for the weakneſs of his eyes, do not now ref.;ſe 
« him the ſame favour, fince he is {till the ſame, and 
«that inſo ſolitarv a place you may with more liber- 
&« ty honour him with the commands he waits for 
& from you. Diftourſing with himſelt in this man- 
« ner, he continued his walk under the frees, tit] com- 
ing near a great Oak, he ſaw words cut into the bark 
of it, and then looking avout, upon the other trees 
which were nearett to it, he ſaw they were almot all 
mark'd with the ſame characters; he drew near 
without deſign, and lifting up his head toward the 
neareſt,he perceived the names of C ASS ANDRA 
& EURIDICE, ingraven upon the bark, in great 
Letters, andin divers places: After this ſight, be- 
ing at the foot of the great Qak, and caſting his eye 
upon the writing, which reactit down almoſt ro the Ve- 
ry root of the tree, he read theſe words dijtinctly 
which he found there. 

« Whoſoever thou art, whom Chance or Deſigne 
« ſhall bring into theſe ſolitary places, bewalle the 
&« misfortunes of deſolate Caſſandra: here it 1s that 
« unhappy She weeps, and will weep the remainder 
& of her days, both for what ſhe has loſt by ker own 
« fault, and for what ſhe has loft by the anger of the 
« Gods : by her tcars ſhe wiil deplore what the 
« Gods have taken from ker, and by her tears ſhe 
«will te{tifie to thoſe ſame Gods, and to the memo- 
& ry of that which was {odear ro her, the full repen- 
«tance of her crime : She lov'd that which the ought 
&« to love, ſhe {till loves that which 15 now no more, 
<« and to her grave will conſerve both her firit and lait 
<« affections, pure and invioſable. LZyſimachiz was 
touci'd with compaſſion at the reading of theſe 
words, and liftins- up his eyes to heaven ; © Great 
« Gods ( ſaid he ) it is not upon me alone you poure 
& forth your wrath ; and the number of the 'unfor- 
& tunate is almo/t as great as that of men; then go- 
« ing on yet a few ſteps further, he ſaw a little Rock 
<«{tanding upon the edge of a.pleafing brook, all co- 
& yered over with the like Characters ; he there ſaw 
the names of CASSANDR A and EURIDICE, 


interwoven a hundred ſeveral wayes , and under- 


neath theſe words graven with the ſame hand of the 
former, Strive not O charitable Exridice, to aſ- 
«<ſ\wage my miſeries by the conſolations thou piveſt 
*me; thatwhich I lov'd, and ought tolove, either 
*©15nolonger in this world, oris no longer in it for 


© me; conteſt no more therefore with me about an 


«advantige which thou haſt unjuſtly diſputed for ; 
<« though thy loſſes be of the ſame nature with mine, 
«thou haſt defended thy ſelf better than I from that 
© violent paſſion, which makes mine ſo ſenſible ro me, 
© andit is onely the conſideration of my misfortunes, 
« which makes the greateſt part of thine. 

Lyſimachus his own afflictions hindred him not 
from bearing a great ſhare in thoſe of his unknown 


Cafſandra;, but he was yet more deeply toucht with 


them, when being ſet down upon the bank of that 
little ſtream, he ſaw theſe words alſo at the foot of 
the Rock, in the ſame manner of writing, © Fair 
** remainders of what I have ſo dearly lov'd, whether 
**partof you be placed in the rank of the Gods, or 
<rhat part of you wanders ſtill amongſt men, fince 


q 
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« this heart, which was open to you as long as it could, 
« and as it ought, leaves you {till an entry, which 
<« ſhall never be open but to you, 'behold with how - 
* <many tears | folemnize your memory, and content 
<« your ſelf with the laſt duties I pay, both to the aſhes 
&« and remembrance of that which was the better part 
«of my ſelf, the thought of my other loſſes hath 
*< on part in my afflictions; and as all my felicities 


«were bounded only in you, ſo your loſs alone hath 


*ſctled this ſorrow in my ſoul, which can never be 
« ſeparated from it. 

Lyſimachus could not make an cnd of reading theſe 
words, without letting fall ſome tear, and the know- 
ledge of others misfortunes, calling to mind the re- 
membrance of his own, afflicted him ſo deeply, that 
he remained almo!t without ſence or motion : when 
he was come a little to himſelf again, he took off his 
cask, and {tretch'd himſelf all atons by the fide of the 
brook, which running upon ſmall itones madea very 
pleaſant murmurer. There it was that his eyes, at- 
ter having ſhed abundance of tears, were cloſed by a 
gentle ſlumber, caus'd both by his wearineſs, and 
waking the nights before ; and that his body, as 
overburthen'd as it was withthe paſſions of his mind, 
let it ſelf be ſweetly lulPd into a quieter repoſe than 
his preſent condition ſeem'd capable of. And indeed 
he made amends for his former want of ſlecp, by 
ſuch a ſound one; that night was already well advan- 
ced before it left him ; neither perchance would he 
have waked fo ſoon, but for the noiſe which two 
men made, who were talking together very near 
him. When he had rouz'd up himſelf, he wondred 
to find that he was in a place from whence darkneſs 
had already driven away the day ; yet lifting up his 
eyestoward heaven, he perceiv'd thorough the boughs 
which robb'd him of part of it, a pale faint light, by 
favour whereof he refolv'd to ſeek out his way to 
Polemons houſe, not doubting but his ſervants were 
already in pain for his long ſtay; yetus he was upon 
the my point of riſing, he heard the ſame voice that 
had wakened him z and though he was looſe from all 
other thoughts, ſave thoſe of death, yet ſome remain- 
ing ſpark of curioſity made him defire to learn what 
the diſcourſe of thoſe perſons might be, in ſach a 
place, and atſuch an hour. They that talk'd, were 
ſet cloſe by him; and making uſe of the delightful 
coolneſs the evening afforded, entertained themſelves 
freely without fear of being heard. Lyſtmachus lend- 
ing an car, heard that one of them ſaid : « But Afti- 
* ages, would you not hold me for the moſt wicked 
&« of all men living, if I ſhould follow ſuch pernicious 
* advice, I believe your friendſhip only obliges you 
« togiveitme; but conſider alſo who I am, and a- 
{© 6ainſt whom you counſel ; ſuch an ation, beſides 
<« that it would be ſhameful, and horrible to the re- 
& membrance of all the world, would alſo draw the 
< vengeance of the Gods upon one, and would never 
« leave my miſcrable conſcience any quiet. 

<«< Thoſe that are much in love ( replied the other ) 
<« will never ſtick upon theſe ſight conſiderations ; 
& and though in other matters the fear of the Gods be 
« to be commended, in an enterpriſe of this nature it 
&« can paſs for nothing but weakneſs; a violent paſſi- 
*0n may excuſe all, and thoſe that are overborne by 
*<f\uchan one, commit no crimes but ſuch as are very 
« pardonable : ſhut up your eyes, <ir, againſt all 
*that may difſwade you from your deſigne, and call 
«that no longer vertue, which is indeed a faint-heart- 
* edandan unreaſonable patience, But is it poſhble 


«(ſaid 
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« ( ſaid the firſt )that they who love perfectly, can | 


* ever bring themſelves to do actions that diſpleaſe 
<«the party whom thy love; and that you have ever 
<« been capable of that noble flame, you, I ſay, who 


« give counſel ſo contrary to the maxims of all thoſe | 


<« that are touched with it-? 

<« [havelov'd molt perfectly ( anſwered A/?zages ) 
& but not as theſe ſpeculative Lovers that content 
«« themſelves with a glance, or with a figh; who dif- 
<« cover their affections, and 1dolize a face ten years 
« together, without pretending to any other fruit by 


« their adoration, but the ſight and entertainment of 


<« their Miſtreſs. My Love, as it is more real, de- 
&« mands alſo more real and ſolid favours, and cannot 
<« feed upon thoſe Chimera's which ſatisfie the imagi- 
<« nation of theſe empty melancholy wits. Will you 
<« have me ſet the difference ? know Sir, that a- 
<« mong -thoſe that love, ſome love ſimply out 
« of an affection to the thing beloved, and others out 
<« of love unto themſelves; the firſt have no other 
<« aim but the perfection of their object, and ground 
« their happineſs only upon their own paſſion ; they 
& love ( or believe they love) a beauty, not to be 
< repaid with an affection by the perſon that poſleſles 
« jt, but meerly becauſe they judge it lovely ; and 
« theſe, Sir, methinks are void of common ſenſe : 
c The latter, to whoſe maxims | have alwaies itiffely 
& adhered, ſeek after a real good, and their own con- 
<« tentinent, as having only reaſonable opinions, and 
&« ſuch as natural inſtinct is able to furniſh them with- 
& al. They love, upon hope that they ſhall be equal- 
& ly repaid, and that they thall taſte that happineſs 
& inthe enjoyment of the thing belov'd, which they 
&« propoſed unto themſelves, before they imbarked 
© into their paſſion ; and theſe ingage not themſelves 
& ſodeeply, as to continve their love when they have 
<« loſt their hope : but let us leave both in their opini- 


« ons, and let us ſtick only upon what concerns you ; | 


«you think,that by a ſweetpleaſing violence, youſhall 
<& offend her you love; had you that conſideration 
& when you pulld her out of the arms of her frierds ? 
& or did you think you ſhopld diſpleaſe her leſs by 
<« that aCtion, than by this which would make her in- 
<« tirely your own ? 

«Ah! Afſtiages ( znterrapred the other ) this 
«thought alone makes me tremble; and confiderl 
& pray you, that my Princeſs is not onely daughter 
& toone of the greateſt Kings in the world, but ſhe 
1s the daughter of mine own King, and that the 

«very attempt you propoſe, would deſerve a thouſ- 
© and thunderbolts. 

« You ſhould have had this thought ( replyed 4/71- 
© ages before you came to the tearms you are now 
« upon ;but inthe itate your affairs are at at preſent, 
© your condition cannot be worſe, and loſing no hope 

. © but what you have already loſt; you ſhall labour 
« your own ſatisfaction, and enjoy a contentment for 
& which you have forſaken all others. 

<« Butafter all, ( ſaid #be firſt ) what happineſs can 

* one talte by forcing the poſſeſſion of a thing, in 
& which the will alone gives all the ſweetneſs, and 
<* with what delight can one make much of the body, 
© if the mind do not lend its conſent to welcome it ? 
* They that love, for the love of themſelves, ( an- 
* ſwered Aſtiages) make no difference in that, and 
** favours are-{till favours, which way ſoever they 
are obtained ; think upon it therefore, Sir, ſince it is 

« high time, and that all things are favourable to 


*© you; make, uſe of the power you have in this | 
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& place, and conſider how preat your grief will be if 


<« you let ſlipa prey out of your hands, which would © 7 
I promiſe you, that af. 
all be poſſeflor both of the © 
« body and mind together, for all that's paſt will - 
* vaniſh out of their memory, and ſhe will do that :: 
&« by neceſſity, which ſhe would not do by inclination = 


«never fall into them = 
<© ter this action, you 
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« He made a top at theſe words, and ſceing that the * 


« other anſwered himnot, he continued on this man- 
ner : Set before your eyes, Sir, the little hope 
<« you have to enjoy her any othe# way ; remember 
* how many vain prayers you have ſpent; how many 
< unprofitable tears you have ſhed, let your palt 
*ſ\ubmiſſions make you athamed, and bluſh for hay. 
© ing ſubjected your ſelf ſo much, to her whoſe in- 


« ſolent diſdains make her almoſt urworthy of your * 


«affection ; talk no longer to her as a ſlave, but as 
*a Maſter, and inſtead of beſeeching her, as you 
* have done hitherto, fay boldly, 7 wi# ; and if ſhe 
« refilt after that knowledge of your deſire, make 
« uſe fearleſly of that power which the Heavens have 
« given you, and never apprehend the anger of the 
« Gods, for a fault whercof they themſelves have fo 
« often been your example. 

After that the other had hearken'd ſome time to 
this Diſcourſe, coming of a ſudden as it were out of 
a deep ſleep; © Aftiages( ſaid he ) thou haſt over- 
* come, thy reaſons are ſo ſtrong, that it is impoſſible 
© todefend ones ſelf againit them; and notwithſtand- 
©*ing all the reſiſtance I can make, I feel my ſelf fo 
«gently forced to conſent to what flatters me ſo 
« pleafingly , that it is very difficult for me not to 


« yeild. 1 le follow thy advice, and if the firſt means 
*( whichI willtry yet for a while ) prevail not, Ile © 


& have recourſe to thine, and whoſoever comes on 
© it, will accuſe non but thee of a fault 1 ſhall commit 
« by thy perſwaſions, 


The Gods be thanked, ( re- 


© plied Aitiages ) who have at laſt given you thoughts | 


*worthy of you; follow my cou. ſel, Sir, follow 
« it boldly, and ſpare not to lay all the fault, and all 
* the puniſhment you fear, upon me, © But, Sir, 
*«( continued he, after he had held his peace a while) 


* we may perchance ſtay here too long, it is already | 


© late, and the Moon which begins to ſhine, will 


« now diſcover to us the waies, which are not un- : 


* known to me. let's goe out of this Wood, and return : 7 


« tothoſe in whom our ſtay may have bred ſome ap- 
<« prchenſions, 


At theſe words they aroſe ; and Lyſimachas who 
believ'd ſo by the end of their diſcourſe, and by the 
noiſe they made in going away, roſe up alſo ; The 
concluſion of their entertainment had informed him 


- of the ill deſign they had, and although his afflition 


was able to ſmother all other thoughts in him, his 
horrour of wicked actions made him reſolve to croſs 
their intention, and as much as poſhbly he could to 
hinder it. The night being reaſonable clear, he fol- 
lowed them for ſome time, eying them {ill before 


him ; but in the end notwithſtanding all his care, he * 


loſt ſight of them among the Trees : he en4eavoured 
a good while to find them again, but after he had 


gone up and downthe Wood to no purpoſe, he came | 


tothe bank of the River, and knew the great RoaJ 
to Babylon, and the path which led to Po/emons 
houſe, Scarce had he gone fifty paces in it, but he 


met ſome of his own ſervants, who were come out ,» 
to ſeek him, he quickly put them out of the trouble 2 


they had been in,and return'd with them and P: lemon, 
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who was their guide to the houſe, which was not far 
fromthence. | ; 

Though it was late when he came in, he would not 

o to bed, nor ſup, without ſeeing 0r00udares, when 
he knew by Ara-e-s that he was not aſlecp,but would 
be extream glad to ſee him z having expreſs'd much 
trouble for his abſence ſince it was night. After he 
was entred into his Chamber, and that being come 
to his bedfide, they had embraced one another ; 
Well Lyfimachus, \ ſaid Oroondates to him ) whar 
do the Gods ordain us? *©* They have explain'd them- 
«ſelves very ill, ( anſwered Lyſ/tmachrs ) for their 
« yill isexcceding ditficult to be underitood - I know 
«not whether you will be a better interpreter than [; 
« 3nd whether you can penetrate into the meaning of 
« the moit obſcure Oracle that ever was. = 

At theſe words, after having recounted his Jour- 
ney, and his Encounter with the Stranger, he told 
him the words of the Oracle which he had molt carc- 
fully remembrcd. Oroondates conſidered a while 
what exp!ication might be given them, and after he 
had muſed a little, I know not (faid he) waat obſcu- 
rity you find in it, but methinls there was never a 
clearer on2 pronounced, and that the Gods never 
diſcovered their wills more openly, nr more intclli- 
gibly. «Let the dead ( ſa-es the Oracle ) wait for 
« the duties of the living ; Theſe words are all ex- 
pounded of themſelves; the ſenſe without queition 
is, that thoſe fair ſouls expect the lait duties from 
us, and that the Gods reproach us for our ſlackneſs 
and delay. « And let the living hope for the aſh. tance 
« ofthe dead: There is no doubt but that in what we 
have yet to do for the ſatisfaction of thoſe dear ſpi- 
rits, their aſſitance is neceſſary for us, and if we be 
weak again!t ſuch powerful enemics, tae remem 
brance of thoſe we lov'd, will infallibly redouble our 
Forces : This is that they come to offer us, and is 
certainly the cauſe of the. Viſions we ſaw tits morn- 
ing. <Itis by this aſſi tance, that the dead fſha'l 


* EHhyuild the fortunes of the living, and the living ſhall 


<« eſtabliſh the repoſe of the dead. All our fortune 
from henceforth conſis in the death we ſeek, and rhe 
revenge we hope for; and by this revenge, and by 
the duties of burial, we ſhall e{tabliſh the repoſe of 
theſe poor ſpirits, which wander yet about while 
their bodics are deprived of Funeral rites, © In the 
mean time I will have the living live, and the dead 
<reſt; and both the living and the dead, expect my 
& pleaſure upon the banks of Euphrates, 1 ſee more 
impoſſibility in tae exccution of this command, than 
difficulty inthe interpretation of it : If the Gods will 
have me to live, they mult reſtore me to my Prin- 
ceſs; asfor the dead, they may eaſily reſt,. and ex- 
pect their pleaſure, either upon the Banks of E#- 
phrates, or thoſe of Cocytws : and ſee dear Lyſima- 
chus, how theſe poor ſouls obey them, and how, 
though develted of their bodies, they dare not for- 
ſake this place, carcfully rendring to the Divinity, 
that duty which it yet exacteth from them. Lyſr- 
wachus confirm'd him in this belief, and after ſome 
diſcourſe they had upon that ſubject, he told him the 
ſeveral encounters he had in the Wood, He repea- 
ted part of the words, which with the name of Caſſan- 
dra,were ingraven upon theTrees, & upon the Rock, 
and then he'related the conference of the two perſons, 
whom he had not beenable to hinder from their evil 
deſign. They deteſted their wickedneſs together ; and 
Lymachus ſeeing it was very late, wiſh'd goodreſt to 
Oroondates, and retired into his chamber, where after 
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| having eaten moderately, he went to bed, paſſing 
the reſt of the night as he was accuſtomed to do, 
. * The next morning Araxes came to give him the 
good morrow ; and Zy/immachw after having enquir- 
ed how his Matter did; I fear heis yet ſoill (added 
| he) that 1 ſhall not dare to beg the continuation of 

that Recital from him, which you began to me ; ſuch 
| a long-winded Diſcourſe would do him a great deal of 
| harm : But if you have ſtill the ſame ieeco oblige 
me you have expreſſed, 1 beſecch you to goon with 
it, and to tell me the reit of a life, which is more 
dear to me, and more con{iderahle than mine own. 
Araxes expected not to be more intreated ; but ſit- 
ting down ina chair, which was near his bed, after 
having thought a little what he had to ſay, he began 
| to purfue his Relation on this marner, | 
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courſe, I doubt not but you will be ſo much 

more, by that which yet remains to be told 
you: Weare now goings to launch into the open ſea, 
and.you will judge by the relt of this recital, that the 
ſmall misfortun:s wherewith my matter had hitherto 
been a{l1ulred, were but the Lightnings of that Thun- 
der which threatned him, and the miſts which fore- 
ran that itorm which was to fall upon his head. You 
might ſpare me part of the things I have to tell you, 
ſince witnout doubt you know them already ; bur I 
will paſs them ſlightly over, and will tell thoſe more 
at length which are unknownto you. 

As ſoon as my Prince, with the death of valiant 
Aemnon, and the other illnews told you, hadheard 
alſo of the diligence the two Kings us'd to meet, that 
they might decide the Empire of Aſia by a ſecond 
battel, he was much afraid he ſhould not be preſent 
at that memorable day, and ſhewed his impatience 
ſo much by itrataing his horſes, and makings them 
travel ſuch long journies, that he kill'd them within a 
few days; but having gotten others for money, and 
others again after them, we halted on with ſo much 
ſpeed, relting almolt neither night nor day, that we 
came up to Darizs his Army, the evening before that 
bloody battel of Jus. My Maſter nevertheleſs ye- 
ſolv'd not to make himſelf known till after the fight, 
and to do Dariz ſuch ſervice firſt, as might make 
his diſcovery more dear and welcome to him, 

We arrived ina great Plain near the river Pind- 
74s, time enough to ſee the Army paſs by in Battalia z 
and becauſe their order in marching appeared to me 
extraordinary and magnificent, I obſerved it very 
heedfully, and will tell it you in a few words, if you 
have not heard it already from ſomebody elſe. Da- 
rizs his Army was compoſed of the mot part of thoſe 
ſeveral Nations that were under his ſubjeQion, at 
leaſt of thoſe that were neareſt to him ; for the more 
remote, as the Arrachoſians, Zogdians and Indians, 
werenot ſummoned, becanſe of the haſte where- 
with the King rais'd his Forces in that preſſing 
neceſſity. Of natural Perſans he had thirty thouſand 

horſe, and threeſcore and ten thouſand foot, all 
proper handſome men, gallantly mounged, and rich- 
ly armed. The Aeaes had brought ten. thou- 


I you were touch'd by the beginning of my Diſ- 


| | 


ſang 


fand horſe, and fifty thouſand foot ; The Batrians 


two thouſand horſe, arm'd with bactle-axes, and lit- 
tle light bucklers, and ten thouſand foot arm'd in the 


ſ:me manner. The Armemans, forty thouſand foor, + 


followed by ſeven trouſand Hrcanan horſe, the 
braveit of the whole Army, The Dervzces, a barba- 
rous pcople, ſubject alſo to the King of Perſe, had 
no more than two thouſand horſe, but forty thouſand 
foor. the greatett part whereof, by rcaſon. of the 
ſcarcity of iron in their Country, were arm'd onely 
with Pikesand javelins all of wood, having harden'd 
the points of them in the fire. From the Caſpian Sea, 
and other Provinces of 4fra, there were come four 
or five thouſand horſe, and ten thouſand fout. Be- 
{ides the Furces which he had crawn out of the Na- 
tions under his obedience, the King had alſo thirty 
thouſand Greeks in_ pay, young valiant men, in 
whom he had a more perfect confidence thaa in all 
the reſt, 

Thus havel bricfly numbred the men whereof the 
Army was compoſed, their order in marching was 
this. Before all the Forces paſs'd the ſacred Fire 


(which among the Perſians is held in particular venc:- * 


ration) carried upon ſilver Altars, and followed by 
three hundred threeſcore and five 7ags, who ſung 
after their uſzal manner, and as many young men 
cloathed in purple robes ; this number being ordain'd 
becauſe it is the ſame of the days that make upthe 
year, according to the ancient ceremonies of Perſia. 
Theſe Altars were followed by Zpeters Carre,drawn 
by twelve white horſes, led by men in white robes, 
with golden ſwitches in their hands, After the Carre 
came the largeſt and molt beautiful horſe that could 
be found, winch they calFd the horſe of the Sun, not 
ridden. butled by men in the tame habit as the for- 
mer. Then came the Kings ten armed Chariots, all 
glittering with gold and jtones of price, much fitter 
for ornament than ſervice, The Cavalry ofthe ſeve- 
ral Nations, quite different in their arms, cuſtomes 
and language, marched next, divided into many 
Squadrons, whoſe number I need neither tell you, 
nor the names of thoſe that commanded them - } will 
onely let you know, that tte firſt were thoſe the Per- 
frans call Immortals, a ſelect body, compoſed often 
thouſand men, cloathed in Cafſacks cdg'd with gold, 
over which they had armes all gilt, and above them 
great rich chaines, wherewith they adorn themſelves 


to go to fight, as if they went to ſome aſſembly of | 


joy and triumph. A little after them we ſaw the 
Drriphores appear, (tis by that name they call the 
Kings kinſmen) being fifteen thouſand in number, 
more fit to adorn than to defend a Camp, the riot of 


their apparel, and the flightneſs of their arms, mak- | 
; his deſign of expeCting firſt the iſſue of the battel, and 


ing them almoſt uncapable todo fervice, My Ma- 
ſter ſeeing them trick'd like women, looked upon 
them with ſcorn and quickly turn'd his eyes from 
them, to fix them upon Dar:ims, whom he ſaw paſs 
by, elevated high upon a Carre, with much Pomp 
and Majeſty. | 

This Chariot was fo, ſparkling with Gold and Je- 
wels, that it could not be beheld without dazling ; 
the fides of it were inriched with many images of the 
Gods, imboſs'd in maſſe Gold in a moſt rare and ex- 
_ cellent forme; the Seat was covered with an Eagle 
ofthe ſame metal, ſtretching out his wings to ſhelter 
the King from the Rain, the Sun, and other incon- 
veniencies of Weather, His habit was purple, im- 
broidered with little Suns of Gold, over which was a 


Mantle that reach'd to the very ground, of Cloth of | 
| 
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' Gold, very light, buckled before with two Hawks | 


— 


——— _— 
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made of Gold, who fighting together ſcem'*d to hold 


each other faſt by the beak ; in an exceeding rich #7 
Girdle hung a crooked Cymetar, whole Scabberd > 
was of an entire precious ſtone; the C ;4aris (as the ** 
Perſians call it) which he wore upon his head, wag 
of pure white Linnen, rowed with blew, but there 
appear'd very little of that, by reaſon of the Sreat 
number of Diamonds,and Pyropes wherewith it was . © 


beſet. TheChariot was incompaſſed with two hundred © 
young Perſian Lords, of theneareft tothe Crown & of : 
the moſt eminent Families of the Kingdom, who be- 
ing exempted from all command, becauſe of their + 
youth, were to fght near the Kings perſon ; their ** 


Arms were wonderfully rich,and their Javelins head. * 


cd with Gold inſtead of Steel; theſe were followed * 
by ten thouſand Pike-mecn of the Kings Guard, whoſe 
Pike heads were all of ſilver, and by four hundrcd of 
the Kings horſes, led in mens hands, after which fol- 
lowed the relt ofthe Infantry. | 

About the diltance of a furlong from the Rear - 
of them, appear'd Queen Sy/zgambis in her Chariot,» 
ana Queen Starrra her daughter in law in hers, and 
the two Princefles likxewiſe,in theirs, accompanied 
with above forty others, which carricd their Ladies 
of Honour, and the chief Women that attended them 


in that War, the reſt were on horſe-back, and in o- _ 


ther Chariots which they call Armamaxa, wherein 
ordinarily are the Governours of the Kings children, 
and the Eun::chs of his houſe, who are not deſpiſed 
among the Perſians, as in other Natiogs': The Kings 
money came after theſe, drawn, of carried by {ix 
hundred Mules, and three hundre& Camels, guard- 
ed by fifteen thouſand Archers, and fome Squadrons 
of Cavalry, Then came without order a great num- 


ber of Women, who accompanicd their Husbands, _ 


or their Sons inthat Voyage; and after all, an inbrite 
many ſ{crvants and boycs,and all the Baggage, where- 
with your Souldiers enriched themſclves within a few 
dayes after, I could not much obſerve theſe laſt 
things that paſs*d before vs, being obliged to follow 
my Maiter, who had not deign'd to conſider the reſt, 
when once his Princeſs was pait, he accompanied her :. 
with his eye, till he ſaw her alight with the Queens . 


to go into the Pavilion, which was already prepared | 


to reccive them, and eaſily to be known, by a Sun 2” 
made wit: marve lous Art, which wes ſet upon the 
top of it within a Chryſtal!, 

Though my Prince had very mvch ado to conceal 
himſelf longer from her, for whom alone he had con- | 


' ſerv'd his life 3 yet having taken a reſolution ( as I 


told you) to make himſelf conſiderable once again to 
Darin, before he diſcovered himſelf; he perſitted in 


ſeeing the night approach, that he might be the far- :: | 


ther from the King, and from thoſe that might know * 
him, he thought beſt to quarter among the 4rheni- * 2 
ans, who were under the Kings pay, and whom Pa- *:7; 


tro, thcir Commander had recruited fince that fatal >: 


| night, wherein my Prince had defeated them, white 


they ſo gallantly defended Dar;us his tents. Oroon- ' Yo 
dates diſcovered himſelfonely to Patro, and took of 


| him a horfe of ſervice, fit for the occaſion he thought - 


he ſhould have : but within a little aiter, we dif en- 
camped, and while it was night, poor Dari ill 
counſelled, and impatient of a Victory, which he 7 
held for certain, fearing left A/exander ſhould eſcape 7 


, him, advanced forwarder, and ingaged himſelf m 


narrow places, which cauſed himthe loſs ofthe battel. ' 
My * 
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My Maſter knewwell the faulthe committed,and ad- 
vertiſed Patro of the diſadvantage that ground would 
him; for indee3, if inthe Plain he quired he had 
ſed that infinite number of men and horſes, 


you in good order, without precipitating himſelt as he 


| did between the Sea, the Mountain, and the River 
* Pindarus; he-might commodiouſly have made uſe of 


all his Forces : whereas having engaged himſelf in 
thoſe ſtrait, uneven paſſages, your advantage was 


| 4 equal to his, and your men came up in Front againſt 


ue; 
LE YES ets Ds 
s OI OS No, Peale As 
\ RR OI rag ei, h 
> »$, 1.48 bs « 
Ie > F442? Vs 


£04; BH 


2 oY, 
"Y IE ny 
- 


SOS ER ISAT pn 


ON REETIS > LEE ER 


the firſt of ours, who could be but very little ſuc- 
coured by the bodics that followed them ; beſides 
that, the Infantry whereof your Army chiefly con- 
ſited, fought with leſs confuſion in thoſe narrow 
places,than our Cavalry could do. | 

Darius, Artabaſus, and AAazew, found the Er- 
rour as ſoon as it was break of day, when they ſaw 
Alexander nearer than they believ'd him. They 
would have retired to give themſelves more room, 
but'twas too late, and the Armies were aiready fo 
cloſe together, that there was no more poſſibility of 
going back, nor of prolonging the delitiny of ſo many 
Perſtans,as periſhed in that blo ody day. : 

I will not tell you the particularities of a Battel,in 
which you without doubt were one of the firlt, you 
know both the beginning, and the ſucceſs of it, you 
ſhall onely hear from me, that in the firlt skirmiſhes, 
my Prince having left the A:Lentans, went and put 
himſelf among the young Perſian Nobility, who 
fought without any command, either near the Kings 
perſon, or in other places where they thought there 
was more danger to be hazarded, and more glory to 

e acquired,” He was mounted upon Parrs's Horſe, 
which was a wonderful brave and fiery one, his Ar- 
mour was black, his Coat of Armes, an1 Plumes, 
and the Horſe Tail that ſerv'd him for a Creſt, were 
all of the ſame colour, for ſince the death of Arrar- 
erxes, he would never wear any other : I never 
ſtirr'd one ſtep from him, and I faw him do things, 
which to ſay truth, ſurpaſs belief. Good King Da- 
71:44 did very.gallantly in his own perſon, infomnch 
that you know he cloſed up to Alexander himſelf, 
and that they had foucht ſometime without advan- 
tage,when they were parted with the throng of their 
Forces ; but in that ſeparation Dari was thrown 
out of his Chariot, and ſurrounded with a great num- 
ber of Macedonians, who would certainly have ſlain 
him, if he had not been reſcued by my Maſter, who 


fought hard by him, and hearing the rcport of that * 


gErcat Kings danger, which came from one to another, 
turn'd his horſe furiouſly againſt t:.oſe thatwere about 
him, and encountrins 2Ph:loras, the firſt, and the 
molt cager to have taken him, he ruſh'd upon him ſo 
violently, that he ſent him among the horſes feet; 
he alſo overturn'd C/ytzs with his, and making room 
which way ſoever he moved, ſcatterd that croud ſo 
well, that he got Dari from amongſt them ; and 


making me ſtop Philoras his horſe, he gave him 


leiſure to mount him again ; ſcarce had he done him 
chat ſervice, when Alexander fierce in the purſuit, 
return'd himſelf ro the ſame place ; my Prince know- 
ing the danger the King might run, ſecured him in a 
ſquadron of his men, and turning about to Alexan- 
der, went to receive that famous Conqueror with an 
incredible joy. 

That was the firſt time Tever ſaw him, and if 1 
remember well, his headpiece, and the reſt of his 
armour were of ſuch bright and poliſh'd ſteel, that 
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_ the Sun-beams ſtrikins directly upoti thetii, made if 
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' almoſt impoſſible for ones eyes to endure to behold 


him. He was all enrich'd with Jewels, and his Coat 
of Arms embfoidered with Diamonds; his Cask was 
covered with great white Feathers, witha horſe-tail 
in the midit of them as white as ſnow, and which 
reached almoit to the cruppet of that he r64e. 
great Prince did not diſdain an enemy like my Maſter, . 
and knowing that it was he who had diſmounted Cly- 
tu, and Philotas, and ſaved - Darizs from the at- 
temmpts of the Aſacedonians, he clave the preſs of his 
own forces, to make way tohim. Their ſhock in- 
deed was very ſtrange, and their horſes having met 
head to head, Bucepialus had the advantage of my 
Maſters, and thruſt him back upon his gaskins, but 
Oroondates ſpurring him up again, and ruſhing cloſe 
to Alexanders right fide, ran him into the thigh with 
his Javelin, and coming up to him again, cut the 
ſtraps of his Cask, with a flaſh of his ſword, and 
ſhewed his head bare to all that were about.him ; 
'twas then indced that A'exander was in great dan- 
ger; buthe was quickly relieved by his own Soldi- 
ers, who got before him, and all together charged 
O;00ndates, and thoſe that were with him. 

Here LZyſimachus interrupting Araxes; © O 
«© Gods! ( ſaid be) What's this Thear from you! 
<« that Cavalicr in black armour, who wounded .4- 
*exander and did fo many gallant things in that bat- 
«tel, was he your Pricce then? *<It was even he, 
<« znſwcred Araxes. «I am witneſs,(added Lyſima- 
« ch) of ſome of his actions, and I was one of thoſe 
«that were neareſt to Alexander when he was 
« wounded. I was likewiſe one of them that firſt 
<« oppoſed his fury, nor did I eſcape ſome of his 
« blows, he beat down alſo Crater and Neoptole- 
« 5:74, in our fight; and I muſt tell you true, that 
&« Prolemers, Seleuchins and my ſelf, were much ta- 
« ken with his courage, and would not ſuffer him to 
« be proſecuted ſo cagerly, as without doubt he 
« would have been ; but for our hindrance. Our 
«King, who without knowing him, gave him very 
« great praiſes, ſhewed himſelf pleas'd with us for 
«that action, and talt;*d not of him but as a prodigy, 
* ora man ſent by the Gods for the defence of 
« the Perſians, «My Prince ( reply'd Araxes ) 
« hath more obligations to you that you know not z 
<*'rwas thereby you were to knit this ſriendſhip, 
« which ought to laſt as long as your lives, and it was 
< only your own vertue that gave you a love to hw; 
*© which was ſo profitable to him. 

True it is that I perceived the Aſacedonians pur- 
ſued us but coldly, and my Maſter in his retreat took 
notice of their remiſneſs, which he imputed not unto 
that cauſe : He retired,but he retired like a Lion, and 
knowing that the King was in a place of ſafety, after 
many warnings and ſignals to come off, he yielded to 
the number of Conquerors, and to the darkneſs 
which began to overſpread the earth, and rob the 
Alſacedonians of a part of their victory, Yet was 
it ſo great an one, that Darizs loſt a hundred and ten 
thouſand men,his Chariot of War, and all his equi- 
page, except what he had leftat Damaſcm; which 
after the taking of that Town, fell all likewiſe into 
your hands. My Maſter oppreſſed with grief for 


the unhappineſs of Perfia, of its King, and of the 
whole Royal Family, which was reduced unto fo 
ſad a condition, would not forfake them in their mis- 
fortune, but reſolved to periſh with thern,: ſince 
Love, Friendfhip, and honour obliged him toaccom- 
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well as his whole Family, ts indebted to you for 'Ts | Fj 
life, which the Gods have preſerved only to ſerve for Þ : 


manded me to follow him, and not ſo much as en- 


quiring after his own baggage, which we had left 
ſome days journeys off, he croſſed over the Camp, 
into which your Soldiers already. came thronging, 
and informing himſelfof thoſe that fled, which way 
the King had taken, he followed the track of him 
till the obſcurity of the night would no longer ſuffer 
him to have the leaſt ſight of it. The darkneſs ſtopt 
him not, nor the wearineſs of his horſe, wounded 
with ſome light hurts ; he had alſo received a few 
himſelf, but ſuch inconfiderable ones, that for the 
preſent he was but little troubled with them. We 
continued our way, committing our ſelves to the tui- 
tion of the Gods, from whom 'my Prince implored 
no other favour but to ſee his Princeſs again, and 
and that poor King oppreſſed with ſo many loſſes, 
His grief kept him from ſpeaking, and his courage 
from making lamentations unworthy of him, 
but by ſighs drawn from the bottom of his heart, 
he expreſſed the nature of his affliction ſo 
movingly , that all the night longT durſt not open 


my mouth to interrupt him, You your ſelf may. 


judge what his thoughts were, and in what manner 
he bore the ruine of a Family he had ſo dearly loved. 
The Countrey through which we rode was very 
rough and uneven, and the trouble of the dark, to- 
gether with that of the way, would perchance have 
made us fall into ſome precipice, if we had not often 
been overtaken by runaways, after whom we went 
ſill enquiring news of the King, Queens, and Prin- 
ceſſes, At break of day we ſaw a body of horſe ap- 
' pear, which retired before us, and ſtraining our 
horſes to get up to them, we reached them wirhin a 
little while. It was Prince Oxyartes, Darim his 
brother, with Adithranes, the Eunuch Bagoas, and 
| Patro, he to whom alone my Mafter had made him- 
ſelf known before the battel, They were followed 
by two or three hundred horſe, among which we 
mixt our ſelves without ſhewing our faces, or diſco- 
vering who we were, till Parro obſcrving my Ma- 
ſters arms, and the horſe he had given him, after he 
had looked a while upon him, doubted not at all but 
that*twas he. Aſoon as he believed it certain, he 
cried out with ſome kind of joy, and riding up to 
Prince Oxyartes, Ha! Sir (ſaid he)See here the pro- 
tefting Angel of the Royal Family, he who yeſterday 
preſerved our King, and did things that ſurpaſs mans 
Wit ; thoſe are his very arms, and that the very horſe 
gave bim before the battel, and which he made uſe 
of ſo gloriouſly for himſelf, and ſo fortunately for us. 
With theſe words drawing near my Maſter, he him- 
ſelf diſcovered his face to him, and filled Oxyarres, 
and all the reſt with joy and aſtoniſhment. He had 
already learned from him, that that gallant man to 
whom Perſia was ſo much indebted for the ſafety of 
its King, and for ſo many brave actions as he had 
done in favour of it, was the noble Orontes, for 
whom the whole Court had wore mourning, and 
who had been abſolutely thought buried with .Ar- 
_ raxerxes, This ſight ſurpriſed them ſo, that the re- 
membrance of-their preſent fortune could not hinder 
them from mixing a great deal of joy, among the 
thoughts of their ſorrowful condition. Oxyartes em- 
braced him a long time with demonſtrations of friend- 
ſhip, which drew ſome fears from both, 7 always 
hoped, moſt brave Orontes, (lays Oxyartes to him) 
that if you were alive, you would not forſake us in the 
mufortunes which the heavens have precipitated us 1n- 
to; come, come ſee a King yet once again, who as 
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matter of your glory, your ſight will comfort himin 


his loſſes, and your preſence wull raiſe his hopes again, bo 
which were ready utterly to forſake him, & 


My Maſter anſwered with allthe expreſſions which 
the ſence of ſo much kindneſs could furniſh him with, #* 
. and after the firit civilities and embraces of the chief * - 


men of that troop, Oroondates with impatiency ask- * 
ed news of Dari, and of his Family, Ozyartes |. 
anſwered him, as they ſtil] rode on their way, the + 


Kings confidence of an infallible victory, perſwaded 


him to take the Princeſſes along with bim in his army, - 


without providing for their ſecurity ; but as ſoon as + 


he beganto doubt of it, by reaſon of the diſorder he - 
perceived amongſt his' forces, he called Xegabiſes, | 


and the Eunuch Tyres, and commanded. them to 
fetch them out of their Tents, and to conduc th:m 
ſecretly, and ſpeedily towards Damaſcus, whither 
moſt part of the Court-Ladies were retired; and. 
giving them three thouſand horſe for their Convoy,he * 
recommended them to the great Uraſmades, andthen. 
taking care of the battel again, he engaged himſelf 
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among the enemies, where he had undoubtedly been _ 


loſt, if you had not reſcued him by effects of more 
than humane valour ;afterwards being forced to yield . 


to his il] fortune,& to the prayers of thoſe about him, 
he ſent me word by Bagoas, that he was going to- 
wards Vncha, alittle Town upon the bank of Pin- | * 


aarus, ſome four hours riding from this place, and 


that he would expect news of us, and of the Ladies, 


in alittle wood we know, and which is not above 
ten or twelve furlongs from thence, but ſv private 
and rctired from the abode of men, that he could net 


have choſen a more convenient one to avoid the pur- :: 


ſuit of his enemies, and to fit himſelf at that Town : 


with freſh horſes, and things neceſſary for his retrcat, 
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this is known but to very few, and I diſcover i: only 
to them whoſe friendſhip and fidelity I am well ac- 


quainted with, Aﬀter this diſcourſe they redoublet | 


v 


their pace ; but my Maſter by hearing of this news, . 


was put into great perplexity ; his love perſwaded ; 


+ Ry 


him to leave the way toward Darizs, and run that & - 


which led unto the Princefles, and to that purpoſe he Ra 
was often ready to go from Oxyartes, that he might *% 


follow the incitements of his paſſion ; but the conſi- ws 
deration of his honor quickly baniſhed that thought, "# 


reputation, and to the remembrance of Darius his | 


; 


and made him ſacrifice his Intereſts to the care of his |: 
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misfortunes; beſides, he call'd to mind, that whe- Fd 


ther O-xyartes and thoſe thataccompanied him, inter- | 
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preted his departure according to the truth, or ac * 


cording to other appearances, the judgment they 
ſhould make of it either way, could not but be hurt- 
ful to his repoſe, and diſadvantageous to-his glory. 


With this laſt reſolution he purſucd the way in which **; 
Bagoas, and ſome guides conducted us : And to be *: 
brief, we came before it was noon to the wood, 


where the King was retired two hours before. 


Our Guides, who knew the ſecret pathes, after 
| many turnings, brought us into the thickeſt part of | 


all, cloſe by a fountain, upon the ſide whereof we 
found the King, attended only by Mazem, Artaba- 
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ſus, Cohortanus, Rexana's father, and about aſcore *. 


of his moſt truſty Officers, and ſuch as had been moſt | 7 
diligent in following him. That great Prince was ſet > 
at the foot of atree, upon the mantles of fome of his 
ſervants, leaning his cheeks upon both his hands, a- 7 
long which une might perceive ſome tears fall ro the | 2 
ground = 
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Book-LII. 
ground : thoſe that were with him ſtood waiting 
round about; ſcconding his forrow with a profound 
flence, and ſuch an unnoveableneſs, as made them 
ſeem ſo many Statues. Though the King was deep- 
ly buried in his thoughts, he was raiſed out of them 
by the noiſe of our horſes, and being furpris'd with 
a kind of fear, ſtart up fromthe place where he fate; 
but afſoonas he knew his brother, and ſome of the 
reſt, his apprehenfion vaniſhed, and he came a few 
ſteps forward to receive him, but with ſo fad a coun- 
tenance, that I eafily found his heart, as Royal andas 
generous as it was, could not hold out again{t ſuch 
violent aſſaults of fortune.'* After aſalute interming- 
led with fighs, and with fome tears, the King em- 
bracing the chief of our company, cait hi eyes up- 
on Oroondates, and obſerving his arms rather then his 
face; © O Gods ( cried be, jtepping back a bitte )Is 
© not that the man, or rather the God, that ſaved me 
© ſo miraculouſly, and did aCtions for my relief, that 
« furpaſs the ability of men ? Itis the ſame ( an/wer- 
© ed Oxyartes) and inoreover he is a perſon very dear 
©to you for many obligations of the like nature. At 
theſe words my Matter having pulPd off his head- 
piece, caſt himſelf at his fect, and taking his hand, 
kiſſed it with much reverence and affection. 

Dari at lait opening his eyes, and looking more 
earneſtly upon him, knew him to be the ſame Orox- 
res to whoſe loſs he had given ſome of thoſe tears, 
which he ſhed for Artaxerxes; nay that Orontes, 
who not content to have preerv'd his wife, his mo- 
ther, his ſon, and his dau; hters by ſo many acts of a 
tranſcendent vertue, was come as it were out of the 
lower world to ſave him likewiſe, out of a danger 
whence nothing but the protecting God of his Family 
could have delivered him. Ask me not how aſtoniſh- 


. ed he was, you may conceive that ſuiticiently your 


felf, and 'twill be enough for me to teil you, that if 
he had not been upheld by a t:ce cloſe by him, he 
was already dejected enough, not to bear fo {irange 
ſurpriſe without falling backward ; and truly he was 
longer before he recovered his ſpirits, in that uncx- 
pected encounter, then in all the former accidents 
of his life ; but in the end coming out of his deep 
@mazement, and lifting his hands and eyesto heaven, 
©Great Oroſmaides ( cryed be )fince thou hat reſtor- 
©ed me the ſaviour of my houſe ; all Alexanders ſuc- 
© ceſs doesno longer terrifie me, and I by thy good- 
© neſs find that:hope to revive in me. which but even 


©now was quite extinguiſhed : And then turning to- . 


ward my Prince, who was {ti!] upon his knees before 
him, and bedewing his face with intermingled tears 
of grief and joy. My Angel Guardian ( /aid he to 
« him ) who never forſakeit us in thoſe extremities, 
© wherein we have necd of thy afſiitance ; My ſon, 
* my dear Orontes, or rather my dear Artaxerxes, 
©fince the Gods takings him away from me, have in 
*theeleft me the better part of him, and alſo of my 
* ſelf, come take again the ſame place in my affeion, 
*and likewiſe in my Court, which I had given thee, 
*and which cannot without injuſtice be poſſeſſed by 
any man but thee alone, Though theſe words pro- 
nounced with an exceſs of affection, and an infinite 
number of embraces, wefe able to. have drawn the 
envy of all the by-itanders, and particularly of Oxy- 
artes, yet was he ſo generally beloved, and his ver- 
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tre ſo perfectly known, that neither he, nor any of | 


the reit, made the leaſt ſhew that thoſe kindnefſes 
had diſpleaſed them, and I know not whether they 
gave my Maſter the boldneſs todo what he did, for 


thathe had ſo reſolved before ;- but I faw him do an 
ation, and heard him bring forth words, which ei- 
ther his deſpair, or his confidence in the Kings af- 
fetion drew from his mouth, when 1 leaſt expected 
It, 
The King {till embracing him with much tender- . 
neſs, and again calling him his dear Artaxerxes, en- 
 deavourcd to raiſe him from the ground ; but my 
Prince continuing {till upon his knees, © No Sir ( ſaid 
* he, with a louder voice then ordinary) do not ſg 
< lightly give that name to him you know not yet, 
«< nd who mult loſe it,preſently, as alfo that he hath 
<« hitherto taken upon him, together with- his life, 
«and your affection: That which he has done for 
«you, ought to have been done by any Prince, and 
* by all vertuousperſons ; but that which his friends 
© have done againit you, cannot be repaired-but by 
© the loſs of that which is deareft to them : In ſhort, 
< Sir, I come not hither to demand: recompence for 
< what I have donefor you,but to reccive puniſhment 
«for what they have done againſt you, and to eaſe 
** your preſent, and palt afflictions, by the ſatisfacti- 
© on you may receive in revenging Arraxerxes, and 
**ſo many thouſand mcn as waited upon him to his 
© crave, The King of Scythia has robbed you of a 
<« ſon that was perfectly worthy to be loved :-Do - 
< youtake a ſon from him whom he loves moſt per- 
« tectly; and by a lawful exchange, puniſh in the 


perſon of his ſon, the murtherer of yours. In the 


*© falſe Orontes, you behold the true Oroondates, 
« Orooadates, ſon to the King of Scy:bia, your mor- 
*tal enemy : Orooxdates, who burning with love 
© for the Princeſs Statira, ever fince that fatal night 
< that gave him entry into your tents, changed both 
«his name and quality to ferve her, though utterly 
© unworthy ; and under that deceit hathabuſed your 
* real attection. In fine, Oroondates ( who hath per- 
© fectly honoured both you and yours, but has net 
« been able to ſave you and yours from the damage 
** you have received by his friends )did believe while 
« your loſſes were equal, that without crime he 
© might avoid the puniſhment of thoſe he had inno- 
cently committed : but ſince the King of Scythia 
© has bereft you of a ſon whom you loved,who loved 
& him, and whom he loved above himſelf; he thinks 
« he ought no longer to ſhelter his from your juſt in- 
« dignation, and hide him under the name of a perſon 
* whom you have honoured with your affection, 
He would have ſpoken longer, if the King, mote 
aſtoniſhed then if he had been in another world, had 
not re:ireda ſtep or two, folding his arms upon his 
breaſt, and conſidering him twice or thrice fromhead 
to foot, with eyes and with a countenance which ſuf- 
ficiently teſtified the alterations of his mind, and the 
ſeveral thoughts wherewith he was affaulted. All 
that were preſent, were as much ſurpriſed as he, and 
tooKing upon one another with admiration, expect- 
ed the event with doubt and impatience. When the 
King, after having a while balanced his hatred to 
Atatheus, with the love he bore Orontes, and the in- 
juries he had received from the former in the death of 
his ſon, and ſo many thouſands of his Subjects ; with 
the ſervices the latter had done him in his own preſer- 
vation, and that of all his family ; and beſides, con- 
{tering with what a grace, and what a greatneſs'of 
courage he came to ſubmit himſelf to him, at a time 


; when nothing could make him feek his friendſhip nor 
alliance but his meer generolity, he yielded in the 


end to ſo many motives, to his own inclinations to 
FR Orones 


4.6 
Orontes, and to the incitements of his own vcrtue ; 
and coming towards him again, he raiſed him up by 
the arm, and after having kifſed his cheek, he ſaid to 
him with much gravity, accompanied with a certain 
ſweetneſs, which was very natural to him: © The 
© Gods, Prince Oroondares, ſend an addition to my 


< zfflictions, by giving me the knowledge of you, at 


<atime wherein I cannot, as I could have wiſhed, 
© expreſs how conſiderable it is to me and if you judge 
©not of my heart by the generoſity of your own, you 
< will without doubt believe that the neceſſity of his 
« :ffairs, his weakneſs, and the fear of his encmics, 
make a conquered King, deveſted of the beſt part of 
© his eſtates, abandoned by his friends, and ready to 
« fall himſelfinto the power of his adverſaries, receive 
<a friend{hip rw, which the hatred of our t:milies, 
© 2nd the loſs of a dear ſon, might perchance have 
© made him reject in his proſperity ; butif with the 
©Royaldignity, which the Gods have not yet taken 
& from me; they have alſo left any credit to the word 
© ofa King, I ſwear to you by Oroſmaaes, that know- 
ing you asI do, in what condition ſoever I had been, 
the loſſes I have ſuſtained by your Father, ſhould 
never have extinguiſhed mine inclinations to your 
ſelf; nor ſhould the injuries I have received from 
him, ever have blotted out the obligations I have to 
Ou. | 

© This is all Ican proteſt to you, in the ſtate you 
© now behold me; and if you can yet deſire the alli- 
E ance of a Prince, reduced to ſuch pitiful tearms, 1 
© offer it to you with proteſtation, that by my con- 
© ſent, the daughter of mine which you honour with 
£ your affection, ſhall never be but yours, and that1 
© will no longer eſteem you but as my ſon, and as the 
© perſon that is deareſt to me in the whole world. 

My Prince more over-joyed- than one can imagine, 
at ſuch obliging words, and ſuch advantageous pro- 
miſes, caſt himſelf at his feet again, and embraced 
his knees with tranſports of an incredible affection : 
but the King having helped him up, embraced him 
tenderly, and then Oxyarres followed his example, 
at.d all the reſt were preparing themſelves to do him 
honour, and to rejoyce at their knowledge of him, 
as much as their preſent ſorrow would permit, when 
they ſaw a Troop of horſemen come toward them, 
whom they preſently knew to be 2ſegabiſes, and 
ſome of thoſe that had accompanied him to convoy 
the Queens and Princeſſes. This ſight made the 
King to ſtartle, and going towards him without itay- 
ing till he came up ; Well, Megabiſes, ( cricd he to 
him ) Where are the Ladies? Megabiſes calting 
down his eyes, anſwered him with a trembling voice, 
© Alas! Sir, They are no longer ours. How! (re- 
© plied the King, 'very much troubled) Are they nv 
E lonver ors ? No, Sir (ſaid Alegabiſes ) They are 
© Alexanders priſoners. Alexanders priſoners ? cry- 
© ed the King again, Yes, Sir, (anſwered Megabiſes ) 
© for ſcarce had |] gotten them five hundred paces 
© from the Camp, to conduct them to Damaſcus, as 
©your Majeſty had commanded me, but I was fol- 
lowed by Parmenio with part of Alexanders Ca- 
© valry; we could not make our retreat from them 
© by reaſon ofthe Ladies, and of the incumbrance of 
© their Chariots, ſo that we were con{train'd to ſuſtain 
*the ſhock of the valianteſt Aſacedonians : they 


© fought like gallant men, and the Doriphores your 
© Majeſty gave me, like fearful women, who after 
* a faint refiltance, faced ſhamefully about, and Par- 
© 2enic not troubling himſelf to purſue them, ranto 
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* my witnefſes, 1 would have periſhed there, if my 


© death could have done the Queens any ſervice, but © 
* ſeeing my ſelf alone, and wounded in five or fix - 
© places, I thought fit to employ the life I had left,in ©; 
© telling you what perchance you might have heard 


© from ſome other body with leſs certainty, 


The Kins hearkned not to theſe laſt words, but be. © 


ing too ſenſible of this new aſſault of fortune, hethrew 
himſelf upon the ground, and muffling himſelf with 
his mantle, began to lament with ſighs and groans, 
whichwould have rent the moſt ſtony hearts with pity 

My Prince leaning againſt an Oak, and croffing his 
arms, lifted his eyes pitifully to heaven, and in his 
thoughts accuſing it for that ſudden alter«tivn of hig 
fortune, expreſs'd his grief more truly by his looks, 


and by his filence, than he could have done by all the 


words in the world. Oxyarzes, Cobortanw, and 
Artabaſus, accompanied his ſorrow with theirs, and 
all there preſent were fo ſtricken and confounded, 
that wo and deſolation never appeared ina more per- 
fect form, The King after having continucd ſome 
time inthe poſture I have told you diſcovercd his face, 


, and fitting upright : © It is too much, O fortune! 


*(cryed be ) it is too much ; though thou didf{t per- 
©ſecute me as a King, thou oughteit to have ſpared 
© meas a private man, and to have contented thy ſelf 
* with the loſs of my eſtates, without burthening me 
* alſo with the loſs of my family : It was enough that 
© Alexander triumphed over my Empires, thou need- 
<e{t not have made kim triumph alſo over the hononr 
* of my daughters, and over mine own too, and thou 
© ſhouldeſt have been ſatisfied with bringing him into 
*ny Throne, without bringing him likewile into my 
* very bed, 

This thought violent'y tormenting him, made him 
do things miſ-becuming the gravity and dignity of ſo 
great a Perſonage, he tore his hair and his clothes, 
and jealouſte made him utter ſuch deſperate words, 
that all that were preſent trembled for fear, and 
wept for compaſſion, W hen he was a little ſetled, 


hemade Megats/es begin his relation again ; but not _ * 


having patience to hear the end of it, Ah! coward, 


(cried heto him) haſt thou rhen preferr'd a ſhameful | 
infawoulife, before a brave and gloriou death? and 2 


when thou mighteſt have fallen ſo honourably at the 


feet of thy Queen, couldeſt thou deſire to prolong thy 2 
days only ro ſhorten mine, by ſo fatal a news, and ſo © 


prejudicialto my honour and quiet ? With theſe words 
darting.a furious look at him, he put his hand upon 
the hilt of his Sword ; but Megabiſes quite beſide 
himſelf with fear, got out of his preſcnce, and by that 
ſecond flight, eſcaped the danger that threatned 
him. | 

I could not in this accident but admire my Maſters 


| courage, and the power he had over himſelf: 1 


doubted not, having ſo much knowledge of his love, 
but that his grief was at leaſt equal to that of Dari; 


- yet how violent ſoever it was, his conſtancy of mind 


was ſo great, that he never let flip one word that 


could accuſe him of weakneſs, or increaſe the afliCti- 


on of a King, who being both Husband, Son and 
Father, ſeem d utterly to give himſelf over to it. 
When he ſaw the firit brunt of his ſorrow a little paſt 
he came up to him with a wonderful temper, and 
ſaid, with a faſhion which diſcovered the preatneſs of 
his courage ; © Sir, although my paſſion for the 
© Princeſs your daughter, ard the favour your Ma- 
* jelty has lately granted me, had not made me ſo 

« highly 
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© the fair prize they had abondoned : The Gods are ; 
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conce:ned in this your laſt ard greateſt loſs, 


« your affliction, and with what pleaſure I thould lay 
< down my life to recover the repoſe of yours. The 
« truth ofthis, and the Honour I hope your Majelty 
«will do me in belicvingit, give me the bolineſs to 
« repreſent unto youz that 1t15 no longer with tears 
©you mult remedy your misfortunes; they are not 
* perchance {o great as your apprehenſion imagines 
chem: though lexander be a Conquerour, and 
cyoung,yet is he a Prince and vertuous ;he in the ver- 
< fon of the Queens and Princeſſes, will without doubt 
« conſider the Royal dignity, and the carc of his own 
© reputation. In the mean time your Majeity may 
< re-demand them of him, and offer him Treaſures 
< and Provinces for their rauſom : 1 will accompany 
© your Amvaiſidors, and viſit them unknown, to 
e whom your intere.ts and my paſſion make me lic 3 
< i your offers Ginnot move him, and if by my care- 
< ful endeavours I cannot releaſe thoſe lNuirrious Pri- 
© ſoners out of his power, I'le either kill that Con- 
© queror with this hand, which he hath already felr, 
© and reftore a calm to your Eſtates, or die glortouſly 
© diſputing with himto the lait drop of my blood, the 
© price of my fervices, and the fruit of that infinitefa- 
* your your Majeity has granted me. 

The Kins hearkned attentively to him, and caſt- 
ins his arms about his neck, <I do not doubt, Son, 
CC [ſud be) but that you love us very mucn, and that 
© you would catt your 1:1: into any danger ior perfons 
* that are ſo dear to you; neitaer aid I expect any 
© thing from you, but ſuch eticets as are ordinary 
ewith you ;z and I ſhould rather hope to regain my 
«quiet by your a{liitance, than by the help of all my 
© Forces; but how great a change ſoever your valour 
© might brin 2 unto my fortune, 1 cannot reſolve to let 
© you £0 away from me, in a ſeaſon wherein your 
* fight is ſo dear, and your conſolation ſopleafing to 
©<me : We may uſe ſome other remedies, and how 
© low ſoever I ſeem, I have yet powerful means to 
* riſe again ; for though A/exander hath ſeized on 
*a part of my Dominions, I have ſtill ten times as 
© much as ever his Anceſtors poefled; I am going to- 
© ward the Euphrates, where I can yet raiſe a million 
© of men, and will cover the fields of his new Con- 
* que't, with ſuch vaſt numbers, that in ſpight of all 
© his fortune, ['le make him know the difference there 
©15 betwcen the Perſiaz Monarch, and a petty Kings 
© of Macedon. 

*©Whic youarc making thoſe Levies ( replied 0- 
©roondites) Ile labour for the deliverance of the 
© Princeſſes,and if Alevand:r reſtore them willingly to 
© your Ambaſſadors, I'le wait upon them to your Ma- 
*jeity ; not that I can leave you ia this condition, with- 
* outa very ſenſible grief, nor that my paſſion could 
* draw me from you, if my misfortune, and the King 
*my fathers ob{tinacy, had not made me unable to 
*ſerve your Maje!ty with more than mine own per- 
fon; for the King of Scythi,*s hatred, and my 
* knowledge of hisnature, hinder me from offering 

youthis aſſiſtance; ſince thenT can be no otherways 
*uſcful here, than as a ſingle perſon, be pleaſed to 
"give me leave to go to A'cxander, where I may 
© ſerve you with much more efficacy. Your Majeity 
*ſhall give.no.Battel, wherein ifI am alive, 1 will not 
* fight by your fide, and poſſibly, before you are in 
*rhoſe terms, I may have made an end of all your 
* Wars alone. 


They had yet ſome other conteſtations, which the 


| 
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hazard the Kings might run if he ſhould have ftaid lon- 
ger ſo nezr his enenues,made them put ©n cnd to;and 
my Matter having at lait obtained his permiſſion to go 
to Alcx2nders Camp, perſwaded the King to get up- 
on freth horſes which were brought him, and having 
taken his leave of him, of Oxyarres, and the whole 
company, with many tears, he ſaw them take their 
way toward the Expbrates, ſtaying behind with 
AMubranes, and thoſe that were to accompany him 
in the Embaſhe. We followed the poor King with 
our eycs and thoughts, and my Maiter having loſt 
ſ-ght of him, appeared fo fad, and fo afflited, that 
it his grief had not been abated by the hope of ſecing 
his Princeſs quickly, he had been utterly uncapable 
of any comfort, 

Afrer this parting, I began to think upon our 
wounds, not judging that my Prince ought in that 
condition to ingage himſelf among the enemies,where 
p-rchance he might not find that help, and that re- 
poſe waich were neceffary for his cure; he gave” ear 
unto my reaſons, and riding with A{:tb-anes toward 
thatlittle Town, which was not far off, we got thi- 
ther within an hour : there we had our wounds dreſ- 
ſed, and reſted the remainder of that day, and the 
day following. The morning aft.r, we received a 
Letter which Darius had witten to Alexanger, and 
another to the Queens, to give the more credence to 
my Matter; that good King knowing they would not 
be unprofitable for him, and believing he would be 
glad tocarry them himſelf ; but the next day Alex- 
andcrs Forces under the command of Crater, came 
and ſummoned that little Town, which finding it ſcli 
too weak to ſultzin ſo much as their approaches, ca{t 
it ſcifin'o the arms of the Conquerors. 

We had li>-rty to march away, and going out in 
the ſame equipace we came in, we bethought our 
ſelves of another retreat, where we might {tay the 
cure of our wounds, which were not great, but 
grown much worſe by our want of care to get them 
look'd to in time, We learn'd of the Macedonians, 
that Al-xander was gone toward Aſarathon, which 
he already cauſed to be beleagured, with an intent 
to be ut the Siege in perſon, though he was very much 
troubled with the wound in his thigh, and that he 
had ſent Parwentio with part ofthe Army to Damaſ- 
cz, where all the remaining wea'th of Darizs his Ar- 
my, with the wives of the Pritices, and Satr.qpes of 
Perſt.z, were under the charge of Artaban the Go- 
vernour of that Town. My Maſter being yet very 
unfit to perform his Embaſhe to Alexander, was by 
this news perſwaded to put himſeli into Damaſcus, 
which was not above a days journey and an half from 
us, with an intention to ſtay there till his wounds 
were cured, to ſee the fair Barſina, widow to the 
valiant A/emnon, and many other Ladies of his ac- 
quaintance, to whom his affiftance might perchance 
be neceſſary in ſuch an encounter ; but his laſt and 
chiefe/t motive was a deſign to aſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours to do Darixs ſome ſervice in the conſervation of 
that place, which was of ſo. high conſequence, and 
though ttrong enough to endure a Sicge, yet he fear- 
edin ſome danger of being loſt ; for having forrger- 
ly known Arraban inthe Court, he who could very 
well judge of men, had obſerved ſomething mn his 
carriage, which made him belicve fo great a truit 
might have been put into better hands, | 

1 heſe conſiderations made i:im take the refulntion 


of going thither, yet being unwilling that the ſoiitci- 


tation of the Princeſſes liberties ſhould be fo long neg- 
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leted, hedelivered Darius his Letter to Alexander 
- unto Afithranes, whom he perſwaded to go directly 
to Marathon, after he had earneſtly deſired his ſecre- 
cy in whatſoever concerned him, and made an ap- 
pointment to meet him at Alexanders Army, whither 


he intended to come to him, in caſe he ſhould ttay | 


there any rime : ſo taking a Paſs port from Crarers 
and a ſmall Convoy which he gave us to Damaſcus, 
we ſet forward that way, and arrived there the day 
following before the Sun was ſet. We had a very 
fivourable- encounter in this Retreat, for we found 
our baggage, which having joyned with ſome part 
of Darius his, was with it gotten into that Town,and 
the firſt we metas weentred, were my Princes two 
faithful ſervants. He was very glad of that conveni- 
ency ; but though his wounds troubled him much, 
yet would he not go to bed till he had viſited the fair 
' Barſina, and rendred tothat noble widow what he 
thought himfelf engaged to pay her merits, and the 
memory of gallant Memnon. 

I have not time to tell you the ceremonies of this 
meeting, the reception he had from her, in a viſit 
ſhe ſo little expected, and the tears on both ſides in 
the remembrance of their mutual loſſes: It will ſuf- 
fice ifI tell you that my Maſter received all the kind- 
eſt welcome he could look for from a vertuous Lady 
who had ever had a great inclination to his deſert, But 
the ſatisfaction of this viſit was moderated by the 
vexation of hearing that the Princeſs Roxana (whom 
be believed to have been taken with the Queens)was 
inthe Town, and that Prince Cohorranm her brother, 
who was ready to retire among the Scans, whoſe 
Governour he was, had ſent her into Damaſcns, with 
his mother, and many other Frinceſſes, among 
which were the daughters of King Occhus, Darius 
his Predeceſſor, the wife of Pharnabaſus, who had 
ſucceeded Aemror in all his Offices, the daughters 
of Xentor; andina word, all the principal Ladies 
of Perſia. 

Aithough he was exceeding ſorry for the encoun- 
ter of a perſon, in whoſe love he foreſaw many croſles 
and incommodities would befall him, yet would he 
not omit to pay her all that the quality of ſuch a Prin- 
ceſs, and her neer alliance to his, could require 
from his civility ; and from that very moment he re- 
ſolved not todeccive her any longer ; but if ſhe pre- 
ſevered in the ſame humour, to let her know his mind 
in tearmsas little diſobliging as he could poſſibly, He 
went to vilit her as he came from Barſina; ſhe was 
ſo ſurpriſed at the ſight of him, and ſhewed him ſuch 


extraordinary kindneſs, and fo little ſuitable to her 
| © Perſia, of a little beauty wherewith ſome have hi- 


j 


quality and modeſty, that Orsondares eaſily ſaw his 
long abſence had not at all diminiſhed her paſſion - 


She had bewailed him as dead, or at leaſt as dead to - 


her, and this ſo unhoped recovery of him filled her 
with ſuch an exceſſive joy, that ſhe loſt the remem- 
brance of all her loſſes, and of the general misfortune 
of her Country. | 

It was ſo late when my Prince came from her, and 
beſides, he was fo troubled with his wounds, that he 
could by no means make any other viſits, wherefore 
he commanded me to go make his excuſes, and went 
home to the lodging that was appointed for him, 
where he found Phyſicians and Chirurgeons, who 
making him get to bed, beganto fall to work about 
his cure. The next day he was viſited by the Gover- 
nour, of whom his ill opinion was not cauſleſs ; for 
that Traitor, who in his heart had already ſold his 
Country, did by the colineſs of his diſcourſe ſuffici- 
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ently expreſs the little contentment he received at his 
arrivalina Town which he was upon the point oſde. 
livering into the enemies hands. This behaviour en- 
creaſed my Princes former diſ-like of him, to ſome 


| doubt of his fidelity, and made him reſolve that as 


| counter, 


ſoon as he was in a better condition, he would openly 
oppoſe all the deſigns he feared he might have againit 
the ſervice of his King, . Yet did he diſſemble his 
thoughts for the preſent, and waited for a fitter op- 


portunity to declare himſelf, As ſoon as Artaban 
was gone, his Chamber was full of Ladies, Roxana, 7 
Barſina, and her mother, Arrabaſus his wife, the ** 


Princeſſes Qcchxs his daughters, and all the reſt I 


named, came to congratulate his return, and to te- 
ſtifie unto him the confidence they had in his vertue, ©: 


ata time wherein it was ſoneceſſary to them : after 
having itaid a while, they went away all but Roxana, 
who for that purpoſe can lait, and meant to ſtay 
alone after the relt, that ſhe might entertain him with 
more liberty. 

After the company was gone, ſecing none in the 
Chamber but her Women, and ſome of my Prince 
his ſervants; but both theſe, and thoſe far enough 
from the bed, ſhe took that time to ſpeak more clear- 
ly to him, than ſhe had formerly, and to draw a 
knowledge from his mouth, which ſhe had not yet 
been able to draw from any of his actions, Her face 
ſpoke a great while for her, and the divers changes 
of her colour which fore-ran her diſcourſe, prepared 
my Maſter for a combat, which he could no longer 
avoid ; ſhe began with aſſurances of her joy for his 
return, of the ſorrow his long abſence had caus'd in 
her, and of the fear ſhe had, ſhe ſhould have loſt him 
inthoſe dangers, out of which the prayers ſhe had 
made unto the Gods, had perchance delivercd him. 
My Prince anſwered her with his. ordinary civility, 
and expreſs'd his acknowledgements in the moſt ob- 
lj -ing tearms one could make uſe of in ſuch an en- 
But Roxana, who was not ſatisficd with 
his civility, requiring from him marks of ſuch a paſ- 
ſion, as he was not capable of for her, fell into her 
diſcourſe again, with a great ſigh, and ſome tears, 
which it was impoſſible forther to retain. 

<I would it had pleaſed the Gods, Orontes ( ſaid 
© le to him) that the firſt moment I ever ſaw you, had 
© been the laſt of my life,& thatthe ſame ſhaft which 
© wounded my heart for you, had ſent my body to the 
* grave. | ſhould not then have been in that extremity, 
* to which my misfortune, and your inſenſibility have 
© now reduced me, neither ſhould I at this time have 
© done a thing ſo unworthy of the Blood-Royal of 


© therto flattered my belief. and of that vertue where- 
© of I have always made ſo ſevere a profeſſion : It is 
©needleſs, Orontes, for me to tel] you again that I 
<love you, my palt actions have ſhewed it you, a 
< writing of my own hand has confirmed it to you, 
© and it is for you in ſhort, I utterly loſe that baſhful- 
neſs, which ſo well becomes young Ladies of my 
© quality, and which ought never to have forſaken 
© me but with my life. I have wreſtled long with 
© my ſelf, before I could make this Declaration to 
you, and I long expected that from you, which I 
©receiv*d from a thouſand others, and which my va- 
©nity made me hope for, froma perſon leſs inſenſible 
(than I find youare; but ſince you alone have unde- 
*ceived me, I ought with the falſe opinion of my 
© beauty, to loſe alſo ſome part of my pride ; and to 
©tel] you once again to my confuſion, that it is true I 
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clove you,an4 that it will be very hard for me to live, 
© unleſs 1 be beloved by you again. Yet it 1s like- 
« wiſe true, that this paſſion which deſerves the rearms 
« of decency, does not witindraw me from thcie of 
« yertue; and that if I had itlas much power over my 
«tongue and countenance, as have pureneſs in mine 
© intentions, I ſhould not be blameable for my af- 
© fection to you : I have always regulated my deſires 
< to modeſt and lawful pretenſions, and 1 have pre- 
< vented my Fathers choice,onely in the reſervations I 
< owe him, and after my knowledge of his great e- 
©ſteem of you. If my affection be not odious to.you, 
I beſeech you to have that opinion of it, and do not 
< hate a Princeſs, who commits faults onely for your 
«ſake, yet ſuch asit is in. your power to make very 
lawful ones. ; 
She ended theſe words ſtammering, and caſting 
down her eyes with an action, which did enough ex- 
preſs her ſhame, and confuſion, for having faid fo 
much. My Maſter more in diſorder than ſhe, re- 
maineda great while unable to anſwer her, tumbling 
over a thouſand ſeveral deſigns in his head : butat 
laſt they all ended in the reſolution he had taken to 
undeceive her, and not to repay a true aftection with 
diſſimulation, and with feigning which would quickly 
be diſcovered, and which his heart was not capable 
of, eſpecially with ſuch a perſon as Roxana, who 
was not ofa quality to be abuſed; beſides that, the 
overture he had made to Dari, in the preſence of 
Cobgrtanus himſelf, would not ſuffer him to uſe diſ- 
gpuiſe\any longer; not doubting but that Roxana 
would quickly be advertiſed of a love, whereof he 
had already made ſo manifeſt a Declaration; he 
thought fit therefore to prevent all others, and by a 


free ingenuous confeſſion, oblige her to be content- 


with what he could dofor her, and by thoſe proofs 
of truſt, make her to change the nature of her affecti- 
on. It is true, that he was long ſearching out tearms 
to ſweeten what he had to ſay to her, and that not 
finding any but ſuch as were hard enough to be di- 
geſted, that demurre and irreſolution put her into a 
very ſtrange perplexity ; but ſhe was. much more 
daſh'd, when after ſo long a ſilence ſhe heard theſe 
words. ? 

© Wonder not, adam, at the confuſion in which 
© you ſee me, and let the trouble of my mind excuſe 
©my incivility. I confeſs, that I am more than con- 
© founded, both at the honour you do me, and at the 
<partT am forced to play ; if your quality and deſert 
© were meaner, and that I had weaker inclinations to 
honour you really, and unfeignedly,I ſhould be leſs 
< uncivil with you, and ſpeak to you with leſs free- 
< dom - but ſince my reſpect to you, and my obliga- 
© tions to your goodneſs, forbid me all manner of diſ- 
© ſimulation, I muſt break through a paſſage that is 
© very difficult for me, and diſcover unto you the ob- 
© ſtacle which the Heavens have put ina fortune wher- 
of I acknowledge my ſelf moſt unworthy. The 
© Gods are my witneſſes, Madam, that the proofs I 
© have hitherto received ofthe honour of your affecti- 
©on, (though the knowledge TI have of my ſelf hin- 
<dred me from taking them otherwiſe than as effects 
© of your goodneſs) would without queſtion have 
© made me raiſe my thoughts to the ſervice of ſo di- 
<vine a perſon as your ſelf, and that I ſhould have 
< been the proudeſt of all men living, to have liv'd 
canddy'd for a Princeſs, that makes all the Princes 
« of Aſ;ato ſigh for her : but, Madam, before I had 
the happineſs to ſee you, this heart which is capa- 
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< ble of all thoughts of honour and reſpe@ to you,was 
<{ono longer of any impreſhon of love, and that de- 
© ftiny which brought me by night into Dari» his 
< Tents, made me leave that liberty at Srars-a'sfeet, 
© which elſe ſhould have been due to you, and which 
©a ſoul leſs prepoſſeſs'd, or prepoſſeſs'd with ;any 
© other object, would without doubt have dedicated 
<to you ; *tis for her have burn'd ever ſince ; tis 
« for her l have left my Country, and that I have dif- 
© 5uis'd both my name and quality, to expoſe my ſelf 
<unto my enemies ; and in ſhort, ?tis ſhe alone that 
©caus'd me the honor of your ſight, and does now 
©cauſe ſo much trouble in me, that I cannot otherwiſe 

© than by my reſpects, acknowledge that friendſhip 
© wherewith you vouchſafe to honour me. At laſt 

* the Maſqueis take off, Darixs himſelf hath heard 

© both my name and my deſign from my own mouth, 

© he has learnt the one, and approv'd the other in the 

© preſence of Prince Cohortazzus your Father ; and 

© by his Royal word, has made me raife my preten- 

<ſions to the glorious poſſeſſion of the Princeſs his 

© daughter : Judge whether this ingagement be not 

© powerful, and whether beſides the conſiderations 

© of love, theſe latter are not very ſtrong ones; the 

© Gods know with how much ſorrow I make this De- 

© claration to you, with what a ſenſe of acknowledg- 

© ment I receive the grace you do me, and at how dear 

*aprice I would buy the occaſions of ſacrificing m 

< ſelf for your ſervice. But, Madam, this is al 

©that my want of power, and my engagement will 

© ſuffer me to do,& if you have not as much goodneſs 

©to conſider it, as you have ſhewed in your good 

*wiſhes to me; I ſhall dye in appearance the 

© moitingrateful, and in effect the moſt unfortunate 


© of all menin the world, 


He ended theſe words with tears, which the com- 
paſſion of Roxana, and the remembrance of his af- 
fictions drew from his eyes; and looking upon thar 
Princeſs, to find by her countenance which way ſhe 
had received them, he ſaw in it allthe marks of grief 
and deſpair ; and indeed ſhe was ſo touch'd with 
them, that but for the extream force ſhe uſed in ſtriv- 
ing to contain her ſelf, her grief would certainly have 
broken out with violence; ſhe was almoſt half an 


| houre're ſhe could ſpeak a word, fighing and ſob- . 


bing, with ſo much vehemence, that her Women 
thinking ſhe had been fick, ran preſently to give her 
their aſſiſtance ; but making them retire, and reco- 
vering her ſelf a little, ſhe with much ado. got out 
theſe words as ſhe was riſing up. 7 EIA 

Orontes,Statira,l confeſs, is mere worthy than ; 
but ſhe is not for you, ſhe is Alexanders Captive, he 
will ſhortly be hers, and he is now her Maſter ;/ Net- 
ther Darius nor Statira can do any thing for you now, 
for ſhe 1s uttterly loſt unto you both, *© The Gods (re- 
© plyed my Prince ) may ordain what they pleaſe con- 
*cerning it ; but if after that loſs, I can conſerve my 
< life, 1 ſhall doit onely for your ſake. Jf you give 
me that aſſurance ( anſwered Roxana) T1 ſhall be 
half comforted, and for my particular intere$t ſhall 
make prayers contrary to the good of my Country, and 
of the houſe from whence I am deſcended. 

After this diſcourſe having taken leave of him, ſhe 
went away ſo ſad, that it was eafie in her face to 
read all the marks of a moſt powerful aflition, and 
left him ſo touched with her grief, and fo ſtrucken 
with her threatning prediction, that it was impofſi- 
ble to ſettle him all the reſt of the day. After that 


time ſhe ſaw him almoſt daily, and entertained him 
| N with 
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with her paſſion, as much as her mothers abſence 
would give leave; he always anſwered her with the 
ſame civility, and conſtrained himſelf ſo much not to 
diſoblige her with unkind looks, that ſhe loſt not the 
hope of being beloved by him, at leaſt in default of 
Statira, who inall appearance was not like to eſcape 
eaſily out of Alexanders hands. 

He was often viſited alſo by the Princeſſes, Occhs 
his daughters, by the wives of Pharnabaſius and 
Artabaſus, and by the fair Barſina, whoſe vertue 
and rare qualities,. wone all the inclination which his 
fidelity and the remembrance of Srarira could allow : 


ſhe (as you are not ignorant ) was of a very pleaſing , 


converſation,very knowing in many Sciences, and 
particularly in the Greek Tongue, but above all ſhe 
was endowed with a marvellous diſcretion, and mo- 
deft freedom. | 

This knowledge of her moved my Maſter to diſco- 
ver himſelf particularly to her. and to tell her all the 
accidents of his life, except the love of Roxana, 
which his diſcretion, or rather his misfortune made 
him ever conceal from her with much care. His 
wounds had ſuffered ſo much by his neglect of them 
at firſt, that he was forced {til} to keep his bed, and 
while he was in that condition, he received ſo ſenſible 
a grief, that ſince the death of Arraxerxes | had ne- 
ver ſeen him fall into ſo great a paſſion ; It was for 
the loſs of the bracelet which Srarira gave him at his 
departure from Perſepol:s, and which in all his unhap- 
pineſs he had dearly preſerved as his only conſolati- 
on, he was wont to kiſs it a thouſand times a day ,and 
in the delicate hair whereof it was woven, ſceing 
ſomething of the perſon he adored, and that wrought 
with her own fair hands, he received an excceding 
great ſatisfaction by it in all his diſcontents ; but one 
morning putting one of his hands to the arm about 
which he commonly wore it, he miſſed that precious 
favour, which he valued at ſo high a rate ; inſtantly 
all his ſervants were employed to ſeek it, but when 
he ſaw their diligence was vain,and that he believed it 
abſolutely loſt, he made ſuch pitiful complaints, that 
all that heard him were deeply rouched with a ſenſe 
of his lamentations; he wept, he tormented himſelf, 
he threatned his ſervants, and uttered words misbe- 
ſeeming the greatneſs of his courage,taking it as an 
Omen of deſpair,and interpreting the loſs of that gift, 
as a preſage, of that of the giver; all that day he 
was not to be comforted, but in the end, that beart 
which had reſiſted ſo many croſfles of another nature, 
was fain to paſs over that likewiſe, or at lealt difſem- 
ble it, to think of affairs of more importance. 

He was advertiſed by Barſina that Arraban was 
ready to deliver up the Town, and ſo many perſons 
of eminent quality as had taken refuge there, into the 
enemies hands, and that to that intent he had diſ- 
patched one Mardns toParmenio,who was encamped 
within a finall days journey of Damaſers, This in- 
formation confirming his own jealouſie, made him 
leave hisbed to oppoſe as much as he was able, the 


deſignof that diſloyal man ; but if by his perſwaſi- 


ons he could not bring him back into the path of ver- 
tue and fidelity to his Prince, he faw no poſſibility of 
doing good any other way, being all alone ina great 
Town where he was known to none but Ladies : and 
whereall the Soldiers and the Inhabitants themſelves 
were at the Governours Devotion ; beſides, they 
had all taken ſuch a terror, ' that they trembled at the 
very name of Alexander, and made no reliitance 
againſt the deſign of that Traytor, who had deſtined 
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tohimſo conſiderable a prey. Fe reſolved never. 
theleſs not to ſpare himſelf in the buſineſs, and to 
give poor Dari:5sin his adverſity, all the proofs he 
ought to hope for from his friend{hip.; for that pur: 
pole cauſing himſelf to be made ready,and reſting up- 
on a ſtaff, by reaſon of alittle wound he had received 
in his thigh, he went to the Governours Lodging, 
whither he took no body with him but mel being al- 
ready nearer cured than he was. Ar:aban received 
him with a feigned demonſtration of joy for his being 
ſo well recovered, but my Prince having deſired 
him to go into his Cloſet, and entring with him, af- 
ter having been a while ſilent : Arraban (ſaid he) 1 BY. 
know you, and the vbligations you have to your good bet] 
King too well, to believe you have any intention tg 
diſ-ſerve him:at 1s a ritmor which your enemtes ſpread a. 
broaaz& which you ſnouls do well to take ſom ordcr in, | 
that you may make appear to the wi 


hole worldgthe faith. 7 
fal reſolution you have for the ſervice of your Prince, |? 

Though the Governor was a little moved at this 
advice, yet being upon the point ci pulling off his K+ 
vizor, he diflembled his thevghts; and anſwered 
coldly. They that make juch a report of me, Oron- El 
tes, are little acquamed with iy deſiens, which Þ: 
ſhall ever tend to what they onrht, while no more 1s ex- |," 
aited from me than I may perform. You may (teply- ko 
ed Oroondates) do Darius 2 29ſt remai keble ſervice $2: 
in the conſervation of this Town, and ſo many per- 7 
ſons of quality as be has depoſited in your charge ;, the 
place ts ſlrong enough to endure the fiege of a more po © 
tent army than that of Alexander ; and thoſe under + 
your commandare zealomw enough for his ſervice, not 
to forſakg you in ſocommendable a reſolution, which 
you are oblived to by your birth, by your Oath, and Ny 
by the conſideration of your honor, 4/2 

The Governour who began to be angry at this | 
remon{trance, anſwered my Maiter ſharply : Do 
not inform your ſelf” concer nins my.deſigns, Orontes, 
nor teach ne wy duty in a place which had not been 
truſted into wy hands, but that I was '\nown capable of x 
commanding in it.; yoit are yet too young to give me i 
my Leſſon, and1am but little obliged to receive it 
where I wy ſelf am Maſter, Attheſe words he roſe ## 
up without itaying for my Prince's anſwer, and go- {7 
ing out of the Cloſet, left him fo ill ſatisfied, that k# 
without taking other leave he preſently went away to $# 
Barſina's houſe,and told her all the diſcourſe that had 
paſs'd between them, aſſuring her of the loſs of Da- 7 
aſc and of their Liberty, unleſs the Gods relieved }* 
them by extraordinary ways. He ſpent thereſt of that | 
day in getting ſome to ſound the affections of the Inha- 3 
bitants,& to waken their ſouls to ſome remembrance 7: 
of Loyalty, and courage againit the Garriſon which © 
ſold them baſely to their Enemies;but they anſwered ZZ 
thoſe that ſollicited them, ſo faintly, that my Vafter #7 
cou'd do nothing more for that time but detefi-the 7 
poorneſs of their ſpirits, and deplore Darins his mis: 
fortune, and the Captivity of ſo many noble perſons #7 
as would be involved in the taking of that Town. Ee 

The next day at Sun riſing all the Forces were in 
arms by the Governours order, who ſetting Guards * 
upon the ſpoil,that he might deliver it entire into A- = 
lexanders hand,caus'd the Gates to be opencd that he 2+ 
might go out to meet Parmens, who was not above ®: 
ten or twelve furlongs from the Town ;, then it was 2 
that my Prince ſeeing all loſt, reſolv'd to hazard all, 
and making his arms be put on, and mine likewiſe, 8 
he got on horſeback, and bcing followed by me a- 
lone, went to the grcat Market place, where the Aſ- 
ſembly 
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ſembly was made, and whether by the Governors 
command the Ladies were already brought; as he 
xaſs'd through the ſtreets he crycd out to thoſe he 
met, « Ah! Syrians, heretofore tze prop and honor 
« of the Crown of Perſia , Giddy people ! whither 
«run you? conſider what a Prince you torſake, and 
« to what Tyranny you ſubmit your ſcives : He ſaid 
ſomething elſe to them in paſſing by,” but thoſe faint- 
hearted and affrighted ſouls, gave no car to his 1n- 
citements, but ran on blindly to their captivity, as 
the oaly means to avoid death, the fear whereot had 
wholly ſeized them ; when he was come into the 
Market place which he found full ozarmed mea, and 
that by the meeting ofthe Ladies (aiready priſoners ) 
his anger was rais'd to the extremity : ©Pcople of 
© Dam.iſcus ( cryed be ) poor people, blinded by the 
« perſwaſions ofa Traytor, itay, hearken to the ſon 
* ofa King that ſpeaks to you, and will die with you; 
© what terror ha's ſeized you ? what 1 ſles have 
© weakened you? are noFgvur Walls {till as {trong 
eas ever ? are rot your Forces ſtill on foot ? ſee whi- 
« ther you precipitate your ſelves, and by what baſe- 
© neſs you are yoing to proſtitute your wives and 
* daughters to the inſolency of the Afaceaonians; 
<you go tofetch them in your ſelves, thoſe happy 
© Conquerors, and without coſting them onedrop of 
© blood you will bring them into your houſes, and in- 
© to your beds, never conſidering what you owe un- 
© to your King, what you owe unto your Families, 
and what unto your ſelves : you go to offer your 
© hands to the ſhackles that are already prepared for 
you, but will not vouchſafe to employ tiem for the 
© conſervation of your Honour, of your Liberties, 
©and perchance alſo of your lives. And you( ſaid 
© he to thoſe whomhe judg'd the meſt conſideravle ) you 
© me1of Honour, whom the cowardile of theſe miſe- 
© rable wretches would bury in their ruins, think 
© yet upon your ſelves, and reſolveeither to die with 
© me, who will die for your defence, or oppoſe 
* the treachery of thoſe that have ſo unworthily ſold 
* you. 

"Theſe exhortations did but very little good, and 
of all that great &umber of men, there was none but 
young lioneus, Artabaſus his ſon, Ariitoviton, 
Dropides, and Levertes, Athenians, Perſippus, Ono- 
maſto rides, Omaius, and Callicratides, Lacedemont- 
ans; who preferring a glorious death before a ſhame- 
ful captivity, joyn'd themſelves unto my Maſter; 
with thoſe few men he went to meet the Governor, 
who advertiſed of the endeavors he uſed acainf him, 
came to oppoſe them with all his Troops. As ſoon 
as Oroondates faw him , What ? Artaban ( cryed he ) 
# it then in good earneſt that thou betrayeSt thy Prince 
thy friends, and thine own honour, and that no con- 
ſearration can diſſwade thee from that infamous reſo- 
lution ? Artaban looking ſcornfully upon him : © Scy- 
* thian( ſaid he ) retire, and do not longer exaſpe- 
* rite my goodneſs which permits thee this retreat, 
© unleſs thou wilt die for the quarrel of the King of 
Perſia, having quitted the ſervice of thine own. 

Ab! diſloyalwretch ( replyed my Prince) 1 muſt 
die once, and 1 will never receive favour from a Tray- 
tor, At theſe words, his eyes ſparkling fire through 
the beavor of his Helmet, he touk a dart out of 
Ariffogitons hand, and raiſing himſelf upon his ſtir- 
rups, flung it with all his force at Artabar : that trea- 


cherous man by ducking down his head, avoided the | 


blow, and the dart thrown by ſo powerful a hand, 
ſtruck through two men, who fell inſtantly among the 


URS 


CASSANDRA. 


| horſes fect. Croondates, mad that he had miſt his 


1 


aim, draws out his ſword, and falls in after Artaban, 


' who had already crouded himſelf amongſt his men ; 


to eſcape the death that threatned him, and while he 
fiercely perſzfged to make a paflage to him, his horſe 
was killeggith an infinite number of blows, and fell 
ſo ſuddenly, that my Maſter having neither had the 
leiſure, nor the thought to diſengage himſelf from 
his ſtirrups,lay under him,oppreſſed with his weight, 
and at the mercy of his cnemics : I would haverun in 
to him, but that I had the very ſame miſchance, and 
then it was that my Prince had certainly loſt his life 
with a thouſand wounds, if Artabarn thinking he 
ſhould better his conditions, by delivering him alive 
to Alexander, had not forbidden to kill him, but 
made him be diſarm d and ty'd, with thoſe that had 
accompanied him, who indced reſiited gallantly, but 
were at latt fain to yeild to numbers, and followed 
my Princes ccnditionas they had done his brave re- 
ſolution, 

Oroondates when he ſaw himſelf bound, turn'd his 
cyes on all ſides, and ſceing Roxanaand Barſina near 
him, Ladzes ( cry'd he) we run the ſame fortune, 
and we all yeild to that of Alexander; he cculd ſay but 
thoſe few words to them in the Choler that tran 
ported him, fearing he might do ſomething misbe- 
ſeeming his ordinary moderation; the Ladies look*d 
upon him with a very ſenſible grief, yet mingled 
with ſome kinde of joy, for ſceing him out of a dan- 
ger, wherein they had deſpaired of his life, 4rraban 
cauſing him to be ſet upona horſe, with his legs tyed 
under the belly, and his hands boun4 behind him, 
cleft the hearts of all that beheld him with pity, and 
putting the ſpoyl, and the Garriſon into the order 
which your ſoldiers found them in, went with us in 
this equipage unto Parmenio. 

I will ſay nothing of his reception, nor ofthe or- 
der that Parmenio tuok about the ſpoil, you know 
thoſe paſſages better than I do, and not being willing 
to entertain you with any thing but my Matters life, 
I will onely tell you that Par»enio having received 
the Ladies, andthe more conſiderable priſoners very 
civilly, an4 put both under ſtrong Guards, Ar:aban 
preſen:ed my Matitcr to him, Parmenio conſidered 
him intentively, and much taken with his graceful 
faſhion, asked the Governor for what crime he had 
ſo tyedthat h:ndſome youns man ; my Prince pre- 
venting Arraban's anſwer; * Let him tell you the 
© Traitor that he is ( ſaid he to Parmenio) and by a 
<true relation, oblige you to give me the puniſh- 
© ments that are due to me, and him the recompence 
© hedeſerves. | 

Parmenio who trulywas very generous, was exceed 
ingly pleaſed with my Maſters confidence, and hear- 
ing all that had paſs'd from Arraban's own mouth,he 
no ſooner knew the truth, but looking upon the Go- 
vernor with contempt ; © I do not wonder ( /a:d he ro 
him ) that you puniſh aCtions which are ſo contrary 
*to your humor ; and Ino longer think it ſtrange that 
© Darius with ſo many millions of men, de'ends his 
*Eftates ſoill, ſince vertueis ſo unworthily handled 
<in them ; but the Aſ/acrdonians who are your Ma- 
©{ters, do reverence it in another manner, and inſtead 
© of Fetters which: you give it, preſent it with 
© Crownes which it better deſerves : At theſe words 
turning toward my Prince, he comman-\ed him to, be 
unbound, declaring him free, and giving him power 
to chuſe which party he liked beſt. My Maſter re- 
ceived that favour without pride, or meanneſs of ſpi- 
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rit, and having asked the ſame for me, with great 
civility received arms which Parmenio cauſed to be 
given him. | 
But Artaban extreamly vext at his liberty, and 
fruſtrated of the recompence which he eggected from 
Alexander for delivering him, or ratheMmanning to 
meet his deſtiny. © Sir ( ſaid he, adareſſing himſelf to 
© Parmenio ) think well what you do, it1s not Darius 
© his friend whom you ſet at liberty ; but Aleranders 
<fortal Enzmy, he that wounded him at the battel of 
© Tſſus, and who by a ſolemn Oath ha's engaged him- 
«ſelf to carry his head unto Darius : My Maſter look- 
< ing upon him with an eye of indignation, Ah ! pre- 
© fdious fellow ( cry he ) is it poſſible thou ſhould'it 
© open thy mouth in the preſence of a generous man; 
*and that having branded thy ſelf by an infidelity 
© without example, thou ſhould*{ before him con- 
© demn ſuch actions as his vertue makes him to ap- 
© prove? Artaban emboldened by Permento's pre- 
ſence near whom he believed himſelf in ſafety, made 
t his reply, < In preferring the party of Alexander 
© before that of Darius, Ionely yield unto the Con- 
< queror, and follow the pleaſure of the Gods, who 
< will have all the earth ſubmit it ſelf to that great man 
but thou in forſaking before me, and without neceſ- 
(ſity, thine own party, and the ſervice of 'thine own 
© King, didſt commit a treaſon without excuſe, and in 
« contraCting a feigned friendſhip with Prince Arrax- 
c exxesto ſacrifice him, and carry him to the ſlaughter 
<among thine own Countreymen , where thy ſelf 
© gave him his laſt wounds,thouartguilty ofa double 
© perfidiouſneſs, which never any former age could 
<parallel, | 
[am not able, Sir, to repreſent to you my Princes 
fury, you my gueſs it when I tell you, that the re- 
membrance of Ar:axerxes weakened it ſelf ſo power- 
fully in him, and made him ſo ſenſible of theſe rc- 
proaches, that he loſt the uſe both of ſpeech and rea- 
ſon ; and tranſported with rage , never conſidered 
that he was before Parmenio, whoſe priſoner he was, 
nor that he was without all hope of any aſſiitance that 
could fecure him ; but drawing out his ſword, flew 
inſtantly at Arrabarn, not being able to bring forth 
one diftin&t word. The Traytor grew ſtraightway 
pale at the object, and caſting himſelf behind Par- 
menio, and the reit there. preſent, ſtrove to avoid 
that death which he ſaw before his eyes. But Orc07- 
dates even beſides himſelf with grief and rage, and 
not finding any obſtacle able to ſtop fo juſt a fury, 
made himſelf way among all thoſe that oppoſed him, 
and with his ſword clearing his paſſage to that diſloy- 
al man, ran him twice through the body, inthe face 
of twenty thouſand men, who had not the power to 
hinder him, the villain fell upon the earth, and with 
his blood vomited out his baſe and faithleſs ſoul. 
After this execution, Oroondates laying afide all 
anger, and recovering his former temper, turned to- 
ward Parmenio, and putting up his ſword into the 
ſcabb ard, ſaid to him with a ſetled countenance, 
* Great Parmenio, now that Darizy and I are both 
© revenged, diſpoſe of my deſtiny with the Gods, I 
© refuſe not your ſhackels, being free from thoſe of 
* this Traytor; and I without trouble offer theſe hands 
*to you, which have puniſhed this perfidiouſneſs, 
© and which wereinſtruments in the want of reſpectI 
chaveſhewed you. Permentio more aſtoniſhed than 
Tcan expreſs, eyed him often from head to foot, 
with anadmiring look, and with inward motions full 
of irrcſolution : this action of my Prince's, wherein 
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after ſo late and fo high an obligation, exaſperated 
him infinitely againſt him,and made him incline to his 
deſtruction: and on the other fide, that rare gene. 
rofity which he had in one day teſtified by ſo many 
gallant effects, together with the grace wherewith 
he accompanied and authorized all he did, ſtifled his 
firſt reſentments, and made his intereſts yield inſenfi- 
bly to the afteCtion and eſteem that he had for him : 
but withall making reflection upon Arrtabans words 
concerning his oath againſt the life of 4/exazder, and 
judging by ſo bold an execution, what ſuch a perſon 


King, ithe ſhou'd preſerve him ſo conſiderable an E- 


© death toſo valiant a man, or liberty to ſo'\ganser- 
© ous an Enemy of Alexanders ; if the Gods hag rais'd 
* him up but two more ſuch, he might give over the 
© hope of his Conqueſts, and Dares might recover 


<that of getting up again into the Throne of his Pre- 
© deceſſors. At theſe words he gave him into the cu- 
ſtody of his moſt truſty ſoldiers, charging them to 
uſe t:im well, and to be anſwcrable for him, upon 
peril of their lives, 

__ Difloyal Arraban was puniſhed on this manner, 
his body remaining a prey to Vultures, and his head 
(as we havelearnt ſince) was cut off by a Perſian, 
and ſent to Darizs, who by that ſight recciv'd ſome 
eaſe in his misfortunes. Parmenio after having put 
a Garriſon into Damaſcus, and piven ſuch orders as 
were neceſſary for the Province, took his way to- 
ward Marathon, which Alexander had beſieged, 
and where he knew he ſhould find him yet. We ar: 
rived there in four days, and Parmenio leaving the 
priſoners under ſtrong guards, went to-preſent his 
duty to his King, 


ſpoils he brought him, he made mention of my Ma- 
iter, and extolled his generoſity in ſuch tearms, as 
made him better ſatisfied with the taking of him, than 
with that of Damaſc:zs, and all Darizs his wealth; 
and advertiſing him of the deſign he had againſt his 
life, according to what he hai heard from Arraban, 
and what he had teſtified himſelf in the laſt Battel, 
whereof Alexander yet bore the marks, he gave him 
a greater apprehenſion of him alone, than he had of 


him defire to ſee him. but, Sir, it is not neceflary to 


the remembrance of it, 


him, I was at that time abſent from the King, and 
AMe'eager, Polypercon, and my ſelf, were by his 


it ſelf into our hands without refiftance : and though 


terruption 


Since you deſire it (replied Araxes) T'le tell you |; 


that Parmenio, knowing the Kings pleaſure, caus'd 
my Maſter to be brought into his preſence ; he was 
not bound, but without arms, and ſo well £uarded, 


that it was impoſſble for him to make eſcape; As | 
ſoon as ever he was before Alexander, the graceful- 


nels 


was capable of, he feared he ſhould fail induty to his 


nemy : inthe end his perplexity being a little over, E 
© Whoſoever thou art ( ſaid he) thou deſerveſt either © 
* death or liberty; b..t the Gods forbid I ſhguld give # 


After he had given him an account of the ately 7: 


all the Pe: ſian Armies. All theſe conſiderations made |; 


Lyſimachu ſeeing that Araxes made a ſtop, ſaid to "= 


command gone toward the Ifle of Arada, which put = 


I have fince been told ſomething of it, 'twas with ſo } 
much confuſion and uncertainty, that you will oblige 577 
; me very much, by purſuing your recital without in- >: 
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repeat that to you whick paſs'd between them, you Þ2 | 
were without queſtion preſent, and that encounter 7 
| was memorable enough for youto have ftillpreſervd *; 
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neſs of his perſon producedits utual effects and as we 
judged by theattions of that King, drew his admira- 
tion, and more reſpect than the greatneſs of his for- 
tune, ſuffered him to ſheiy to other men ;: whether it 
were the Majelty of his countenance, or the relation 
he had heard of him, or that which he had felt himſelf 
inthe Battel, which cauſed hum to ſet that value on 
him. : 
My Prince was then but in the twentieth year of 
his age ; yer his ſtature was already ſo advantageous 
that he was taller than Alexanderby almo!t the head 
and it was form'd with ſo exact proportion, and ac- 
companied with ſo great a vivacity 1a his eyes, and 
ſo marvellousa grace in his behaviour, an: 1n all his 
actions, that he was conſidered by thoſe that were 
preſent as a very extraordinary perſon; and his out- 
fide caſily perſwaded them to give belicf tothe report 
that already ran of his vertue, and the greatneſs of 
his courage.. Oroondates did not ſalute Alexander. 
with that low ſubmiſſion which heafterward caQted, 
nor with a fawning humility which might have feem{d 
to beg favour from him that had an abfolute power ; 
neither did he effect an uncivil and unſcaſonadle pride, 
but keeping himſelf in a juit moderation, he paid 


him what he believed he owed, in perfect Iberty, to : 
a man of his quality, famous by the conſideration of 


ſo many victories. 

Alexander receiv'd him courtcouſly ; and having 
look'd twice or thrice attentively upon him :; * Is it 
© poſſible (ſaid he) that you are that valiant man that 
<did ſo many exploits in the Battel of 77s, and 


£ whom I encountred with fo little advantage to my |; 


cſelf, that I yet bear very troubleſome markes of it ? 
Oroondates obligedto Alexander for the praiſes he 
cave him, anſwered very modeitly, <1 did fo ſmall a 
© matter in that Battcl, that but for the cowardiſe of 
©thoſe of my party, -my actions would not have been 
©takennotice of; and the glory I received by them, 
<©is onely that I turned not my back, till I had tryed 


. the valour of a man who had put three hundred thou- 


© ſand to flight. 

Alexander was extreamly pleas'd with this mo- 
det, confident anſwer, and looking upon Hephe#t+- 
on and Ptolomens, he by his approbation of it, ob- 
liged them to expreſs the like ; and then turning to- 
ward my Maſter; © But is it true ( ſaid be ) that 
© you havea particular deſign upon my life, and that 
© you are one of thoſe, whom the hope of a thouſand 
©talents has made to promiſe my head unto Darizs ? 
Though my Prince ſeeined offended at that Queſtion, 
as I found by the colour that came up into his face, 
he replyed wizhout being moved, © The hope of a 
< thouſand Talents, nor that ofa thouſand Empires, 
© ſhallnever make me undertake any thing but what 
© honour and vertue ſhall command ; but the conſide- 
©ration of what I ow unto Darirs, ſhall make me al- 


_ ©ways attempt both againit you, and againſt all his e- 


*nemies, whatſocver a vertuous King can defire from 
©a friend, againft the Uſurpers of his Dominions, and 
©the Perſecutors of his life. 

This anſwer netled Al-xarder ; but it alſo fill'd him 
with admiration and efteem of my Prince, and caus'd 
him to reply, <If Darirs had had many friends like 
© you, I ſhould perchance have been ſtill on the far 
* fide ofthe Granicns; but if he had any one of mine 
©inhis power, and that he ſhould hear ſuch a Decla- 
*ration from his mouth, I believe he woul4 put him 
*to death, and affure his life by the loſs of ſo dange- 
- Tous at enemy. If you have the ſame fear (an- 
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© have the 
© tion, 

Alexander more ſurpris'd than before, remained a 
long time e're he ſpake again, ſhewing an unrefoly- 
cineſs in his countenance, ; wile all that {tood by, 
waited impatiently for the ſucceſs of this adventure, - 
and I aſſure my ſelf, that the moſt vertuous of his 
friends, though they would have been very glad to 
ſecure. the ſife of their Prince by the death of one of 
his ehcmies, hadalready ſo much inclination to him, 
thatthey could not have ſeen his without diſcontent ; . 
for my part I confeſs I was afraid for him, and 
trembled in the expectation of ſo uncertain an e- 
vent. 

But in the end, Alexanger after he had long held 
his eyes fixt upon the ground, turned them on a ſud- 
den upon my Maſters face, and rifins from a chair, 
where he had {till continued figting, becauſe of the 
wound in his thigh, he ſaid, togching him with his 


ſame power, and I have ſtill the ſame inten- 


hand; © Whoſoever thou aft,” \Greek or Perſian, 


< Frince or private man, I know thee to'be too gcne- 
* rous, and too gallant, to attempt againſt my life by 
© ways contrary to vertue, and I account my ſelf 
<{troug enough to defend it wheuſoever thou ſhalt aſ- 
<fauit1t as a man of honour ; I will not ſecure it by 
©the loſs of thine, but will endeavour to make thee 
© {hare the danger, when the advantage ſhall be ſhar- 
* ed between us. -'Ftherefore leave thee thy life and 
£ thy liberty, which from henceforward thou mayeſt 
©employ for Darizs. | fear thee not enough, ta 
© endeavour to win thee to us, after ſuch a Declarati- 
on as thou haſt made ; neither do | deſpiſe thee ſo 
© much, but that if I could now with honour, I would 
© prefer thy friendſhip. before the beſt Province of 
© Aſia. Go thy way when thou pleaſeft, and if thou 
© beeit at the Battel, make thy ſelf known and re- 
<membecr thy brave reſolution, there it is that we will 
©hght for my head, and there ( more handſomely 
<than 1 ſhould now ) I may endeavour to take fatis- 
«faction for the wound thou gaveſt me. 

If my Malters magnanimity pleaſed Alexander, 
that of Alexander ſo deeply wrought upon my 
Princes heart, that it took away all the hatred he 
had againſt him; or if there yet remain'd any reſent- 
ment in him, 'twas lefs for Dar:ins his loſſes, and for 
the Captivity of his Miſtreſs, than for the gricf he 
ſuffered by ſeeing himſelf overcome in generoſity, 
And indeed he has fince confefled to me, that he had 
ſeldom received a more ſenſible one ; and at that 
time, he by the diſcontent that appeared in his face, 
did viſibly enough expreſle the trouble he felt for that 
occafion; anſwering Alexander onely with theſe 
words, ina ſadder tone than he was commonly wont 
toſpeak : ©'Tis now that 7 deplore Dar1z: his for- 
© tune, and that 7 hold his Empire loſt, by theanger 
© of the Gods, ſince they have raiſed him up an ene- 
* my, that wins hearts as wellas battels. He faid no 
more, but taking leave of Alexander, he refuſed all 
the Preſents he offered him, except Horſes and Arms 
for himſelf and me, whici he reccived atlaſt in ex- 
change of thoſe that had been taken from bim, Heal- 
ſo took his Equipage again, which Alexander caus'd 
to be rcitored to him entire, and contented himſelf 
with the ſafe conduct he gave him, refuſing the Con- 
voy which he offered, to bring him in ſafety to any 
of the Towns that were yct in Darizxs his poſicfiion, 
Thus parted thoſe two gailant men, keeping ” their 
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hearts ſuch an eſteem for one another, as by theſe | patiency he had tolearn the remainder of his life. A. 
paſſages you may well imagine. raxes did as he deſired, and ſeeing his Maſter was . 
Araxes was in this part of his Relation, when he | reaſonably well, he came back to Lyſimackms, and 

was intreated by Lyſ#*machus to go into Oroondates | fitting down again in his chair, at his requeſt, he 
his Chamber; to make- his excuſes, if he ſaw him | continued his Relationon this manner. 
not that morning, and to alleadge unto him the im- 


The End of the Third Book. | 
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Roondates having parted thus from A- | ter, Which he had caus'd to be made expreſly at Da- ©. 
lexander, carried away with him ſo | maſcs ; for before Artabar's treachery broke out, | 
high an eſteem of his vertue, and con- | believing that ſiege would keep him ſo long that he 
ceived ſo true an affection to his mag- | ſhould not be able to meet Myrbranes in Alexanders 
nanimity, that he gave overall de- | Camp,according to appuintment,he furniſhed himſelf 
ſigns againſt his life, or at leaſt took a ſtrong rcſolu- | with thoſe habits, with a deſign, if Dari*s his Embaſſie 
tion never to aſſzult him, but at the head of his Ar- | ſhould take no effect, to diſguiſe himſelf with them, * 
my, and when he ſhould be forced to it, either by | as he now intended, and attempt ſome way to pro- 7 
the conſideration of his honour, or by that of the ſafe- | cure his Princeſſes liberty. We having put them on, © 
ty of Darizs, and of his Princeſs; nor was it with- | he commanded me to take ſuch Jewels and Money as 
out a moſt ſenſible diſpleaſure, to ſee himſelf croſs d | were of caftelt carriage, and keeping onely his two 
in his intentions, by obligations of ſuch a nature. But || Scythian ſervants, who were apparelled in the ſame 
that high vertue which he loved and reverenced even | faſhion, to attend us, he gave order to the reſt to go 
in his very enemies, would not ſuffer him {ill to con- | with all his other things to Babylon or Perſepolis, and 
tinue them ; and would have made him more willins- | to expect news of him near Darixs, to whom he 
ly conſent to his own deſtruction, than to that of ſo | wrote Letters, which he delivered to them with A- 
generous an adverſary. lexanders Paſs-port, that they might make uſe of 

Then it was that he wiſh'd the poſſeſſion of his Fa- | it, in caſe it ſhould be neceſſary for them, to paſs 
thers Crown, to diſpute with him upon equal tearms | with the more afſurance : having diſpatched them 
both for Empire and Vertue ; but neither did the hu- | with full direCtions, we got on horſeback again, and | 

- mour of his Father permit him ſuch a hope during his | return'd to the Carap, where we arrived juſt when *# 
life, nor his affection to Sratira ſuffer him to forſake | Aſarathon had newly ſurrendred it ſelf, and that the 
Perſia, nonor ſo much as to leave the Camp where | Kings was making his entry into it; we retired toa 
ſhe was detained, When we were out of ſight of | quarter as private, and as far from the Kings, as we 
Alexanders Tents, my Prince turning toward me, | could conveniently find; and my Maſter having ſhew- 
£ Araxes (ſaidhe) now it is that all our induſtry will | ed me a place where I ſhould come to him again,ſent 
be neceſſary; and though we be habituatedin Per- | me into the Camp to hearken after Dazizs his Am- 
<a, to live amongſt our Enemies, we have need | baſſador But having ſought him long in vain, I 
©now of a more than ordinary witneſs : we mult | learn'd that he had had his audience, and was gone a- 
© change both our names and habits;and the better to | way very ill ſatisfied, having obtained nothing from 
© avoid the knowledge of thoſe that may have obſerv- | Alexander, but very ſharp Letters, which he had 
©ed my face; you muſt paſs for my Maſter,and ſtudy | written to Darius. | 
©to act that part skilfully ; by that means we may | afterward inform'd my ſelf cunningly, and with- 
©live among the Aſacedonians with more ſafety and | ont ſeeming to have any deſign, concerning the ©: 
©-perchance the Gods will facilitate me ſome way to | Queens, the Princeſſes, and the other Ladies that 2 
© ſee my Princeſs, and to procure her deliverance. were priſoners, and /learnt they were all uuder the *7 

After theſe words; having given me ſome other in- | cuſto1y of Philoras, and Nicanor, P.rmenio's ſons; 
ftruions, we were come quite through the Camp | that they were waited on with all manner of reſpect | 
of the Macedonians, and finding a wood very com | and civility, and that of all the the things befitting | 
modious for our purpoſe, he commanded Cloaths of | their quality, they wanted not any elſe but liberty; 


the Macedonian faſhion to be taken out of his Sump- | they were guarded with ſo much care, that : ”m_ 1 
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almoſt impoſſible to ſee them, and that thoſe that had | 
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been taken at Damaſcus, as Roxana, Barſina, the 
Daughters of King Occhus, and the reit, were not 
yet with the firit, as the King had commanded; but 
that they all were kept ſo retired from the commerce, 
or frequen:ation of men, whether Y: rſfrans, or Ma- 
cedomains, that they were not ſo nuch as ſeen, ex- 


© cept by very few. 


I brought back this news unto my Prince, who 
was excecdingly well {:tisfied at the uſage they re- 
ceived, and very much troubled at the dithculty of 
ſceins them; he reſolved neverthelc!s not to [cave the 
Army,hoping that the heavens would ſuffer him ſome 
fivourable occaſioti. 

The next day the Army march'd from Af.rarhon, 
1nd entred into Phenicia 5 wefollowed them all that 
journey, mY maſter making me iull go firit, and do- 
ing me ſuch ſervices before company, as ninared 
ſuch as ſaw us, from t:king notice of him, Our ftay 
amons the /74cedonians was much facilitated by the 
liberty which Alexander gave to all perſons to retire 
amoneglt them, and the welcome that both Perſtans 
and other Nations received, who came indaily, and 
of whom his Army was already in great part compol- 
ed. The very firlt days march we ſaw the Queens 
and the Princeſſes paſs by in their Chariots, they 
were all in black, and wearing a habit ſuitable to tteir 
preſent condition, drew tears from the eycs of all that 
conſidered them ; but the acccfs to their Chariots 
was forbidden by ſo great a number of Guards, that 
it was neceſſary to be ſatisfied with looking on them, 
without expecting any other advantage, 

My maitcr was ready todie for being limited on- 
ly to the light, and almo/t lofing the remembrance of 
his reſolution, was evenupon the point to make him- 
ſelf known, and ruine himſelf. The ſecond day we 
ſaw Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, and your ſelf, Sir, rid- 
ins by the Chariots, and entertaining the Queens and 
Princeeſſes; you were, . I remember, upon a white 
horfe, which you made g0 ſo gracefully before the 
Ladies, that it moved us to ask your name, and thoſe 
of the two other Lords, The third day we had no 
more favourable ſucceſs, nor in all the reſt of the 


march, till we came to S:4oz, where Alexander re- 


ſolv'd to make ſome itay, as well by reaſon of the 
fairneſs ofthe Town, asto depoſe Srrato, and put a- 


'nother in his place, 


My matter dying with impatiency, paſs'd all the 
night ncar the Queens Tents, or Lodgings, to watch 
ſome opportunity to ſee them, and to make himſelf 
knownto them, but it was impoſſible for him to. find 
any : I indeed had obſerv'd the Eunuch Tyres, but 
we could never find an opportunity to ſpeak with 
him in private. 'The fifthday after our arrival at S:- 
don, we ſaw them go out of the Town, and with their 
Guards, take the way towards the Garden of Ab4o- 
lowing; that name is ſufficiently known to you, and 
the beauty of that Garden, which that good man, 
(whoſe fortune within a fewdays after was lo ſtrange) 
kept trimmed with an extraordinary care. Thoſc il- 
luſtrious priſoners found ſo much delight in walking 
there, as they got leave of the King, that they 


might go thither again ſome:imes, during the - 


abode they were to make in S:don ; which being 
granted, and the Princeſſes paſſing almolt no day 
without ſceking that diverſion there, which they 
were then capable of : Oroondatcs thought he might 
by that means obtain what was with ſo much frict- 
neſs fobidden him, 
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To that end he went very early 6pe morning to 
| Abdolominus, and being inſtructed in his poverty, 
| heat firit coming preſented him with, Gold and Je- 
| wels, and conjured him by the moſt ardent prayers 
| his paſſion could invent, to give him admittance into 
' his Garden, and that if hecould poſſibly, he would 
not ſuffer him to be put our of it all that day Abdolo- 
»inus having conſidered the grace, and winning fa- 
ſhion wherewith he made his ſuit, let himſelf be 0- 
vercome with his intreattes: and refuſing his Pre- 
| ſents, Whoſocver you are ( ſaid he ) you know me 
but little, if you belicv'd your riches could do any 
thing with me, wy Trecs are dearcr to methan all 
treaſures, ana my Garden furniſiues ne with enough 
to ſarisfiery ambition; but if you aſſure me that you 
have no ill intent, as your countenance would eaſily 
perſwaae me, T'il grant you your deſire, thaugh ut be 
"0ſt cxpreſly forbidden ;, neither ſhall 1 believe 1 ofa 
fend the Gods, in aiſobeying thoſe to whom they hgye*'+«. 
not made me be bora a, ſubject, tro oblige a man ef. 
000d preſence, aud who makes his requeſt with [a hangs 
ſom a grace, LAOS. 
« My Prince proteſted to himthat his intention was - 
© no other, than to ſce (if be could poflibly) one of 
Chis ſutcrs, who had been taken with the Princeſs 
© Seatira, to whom ſhe had the honour to belong, 
© and that if he might obtain that contentment by his 
© favour, he would endeavour to requite it by his ſer- 
© vices, {ince he ſaw his vertue made him deſpiſe the 
© Gold and Jewels which he preſented to him. The ' 
g00d mn touched with that winning carriage which 
oain'd the heart of all the world, and approvingſo 
commendable a deſ1gn,d1d noconly grant what he de- 
manded, but alſo oftered him his houſe, .tke retreat 
wherecf might be commodious for- him durirs the 
ſtay Ac-ander ſhould make in S:don, and having 
forced him to accept that courtelie, he brought us 
himſclf into the Garden, where heleſt us, after hav- 
! ing ſhewed us private Walks; Grots, and ſecret 
| Arbours where we might hide our ſelves in time of 
need. 
[t isnot neceſſary for me to deſcribe the beauty 
of a place which you have often ſcen; for my part, 
| 1 was of opinion that the Gardens of Ecbatana, 
though they were molt coltly,and artificially adorn'd, 
| were but little more delightiul ; yet my mafter not 
| ſo muchas regarding the pleaſantneſs of it, waited 
! there for the arrival of the Ladies, with an 
unſpeakable impatience, and paſs'd part of 'the 
| 
{ 


day in unquietnefs that cannot be imagined, Inthe 
end we were not deceived of our expectation ; and 
; when he begin almolt to deſpair of it, we ſaw the - 
ſo much long'd for perſons appear. A/exander had 
always that reſpect for them, that he ſuffcr*di.ot'any 
body to come into their Chambers, nor into -.their 
converſations, without bcing ifhitroduced by their 
own pleaſure, leaving them thoſe marks of Royalty, 
even in their ſervitude. This priviledge was very 
convenient for us, for as ſoon as they were come in 
with the Ladies of their train, and ſome eunuchs of 
their houſe, the door was ſhut again ; the Guards 
contented themſelves with incompatſling the Garden, 
and hindring all kind of perſons from gomg in or out, 
without order from NV:canor, who had that charge 
thatday. Itis very ditfcult for me to expreſs un-- 
to you the inward motions of Oroggdares at the fight 
of his Princeſs ; he trembled withſhve and joy, and 
was upon the point to have gone ary eait himſelf in- 
{tantly at her feet,' and have diſcovereq himſeli to <1 
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the Ladies ; but upon better conſideration, he deſi- | 
redto do it. with leſs ſurprize, and watch'd for ſome 
occaſion to ſhew himſelf to Sratzira alone, rather 
than to them altogether ; which preſented it ſelf with- 
in a little while, and as lucky a one as he could have 
wiſh'd. We were in a very cloſe Arbour, yet from 
it we might ſee the gate of the Garden, and know all 
that was done init, without being perceiv'id, We 
ſaw the Ladies part ſeveral ways, according to their 
different inclinations : The Queens began to walk in 
the broad Alley, which went along the ſide of a little 
ſtream. The Princeſs Pariſatis, with Apamia, and 
Arſinoe, Artabaſus his daughters, and ſiſters to 
Barſina, withdrew into an Arbour ; andthe Princeſs 
Statira making a great cuſhion to be carried by 
Cleone, the deareſt of her maids of honour, walk'd 
toward a Grot, where there was a pleaſing Foun-, 
tain. My Prince having ſeen her paſs by, gave her 
the leiſure to retire as ſhe intended;and a while after 
ſlipt through a covered Alley, which led unſcen unto 
that Grot : He gave me leave to follow him, and go- 
ing ſoftly, and withont noiſe, we came unto the en- 
try of it; my Matter trembling with love and re- 
ſpe, was even like a loit man; but he was much 
more ſo when drawing near his Princeſs, he ſaw her 
laid along by the edge of the Fountain, and already 
faln aſleep upon the cuſhion which Cleoze had brought 
her. Cleone to let her take her reſt, was gone out of 
the Grot, and walk'd gathering flowers in places 
from whence ſhe could not diſcover us. Oroondates 
drew near Srarira ſo tranſported, that he hardly 
knew where he was; and ſceing her faſt afleep, he 
kneeled on the ground, and began to look upon her 
inſuch anextaſfie as cannot be expreſs'd to you, but 
by him that felt it. Then it was that numberleſs dif- 
ferent thoughts aſſaulted him, and that he was ſeis'd 
with a greater apprehenſion than ever he had had in 
any battel : he feared that his Miſtreſs by ſo long an 
abſence, might have blotted him out of her remem- 
brance ; that her mind might have receiv'd ſome im- 
preſſion diſadvantageous to him, and favourable to 
ſome other ; that having only lov'd him to obey her 
brother, ſhe might believe her ſelfdiſ engaged by his 
death, from continuing thoſe proofs of her obedi- 
ence ; or that after the misfortune of ſo great a loſs, 
it might be thought a crime in him, to appear alive 
before her, whoſe laſt parting words had impoſed ſo 
ſtrict a command upon him, to be-careful of that 
charge : Theſe apprehenſions tormented him in ſuch 
a manner, that they were caſily to be read in his eyes 
and countenance, and made him fear to waken her, 
leſt perchance her mouth ſhould give him proofs of a 
misfortune, which he was cometo ſeek ſo far, -and 
with ſo much pains and hazard. His Princeſs was 
laid upon her ſide, leaning her head upon one of her 
| arms, and the other negligently ſtretch'd out upon 
her thigh. Her beauty, though grief had abared 
ſomething of her fleſh, and of the vivacity of her 
colour, was already come to perfection; her neck 
was half uncovered, and her ſlceve being a little 
turn'd up, ſhewed part of an arm, to whoſe white- 
neſs ſnow was buta mean compariſon ; the blackneſs 
of her habit did ſet it off with the greater luſtre ; and 
her hair which was of the ſame colour, playing by 
the help of a gentle wind upon ſo much of her cheeks 
as appeared unto our ſight, diſcovered the delicate- 
neſs of her complexion ſo well by that oppofition, 
that Ivory and Ebony were never better match'd to- 
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gether, Hereyes, though cloſed, had left free paſ- | 


ſage to ſome tears, which ſtealing along her cheek» 
ran down to her mouth, where they ended their 
courſe as the only plate that was able to equal the 
beauty of the ſource&from whence they flowed. 

I could not forbear making this little deſcription to 
you, (though unſeaſonable, and no way proper in 
our affliction) when I remembred the time my Ma- 
ſter ſpent in conſidering her, which was indeed fo 


long, that feared, he by his own fault would loſe 


the fair opportunity the Gods had ſent him. He took 
notice of it himſelf at laſt;and recovering a little cou- 
rage,after two or three deep ſighs, which he could 
not poſſibly retain, he bowed his head gently down, 
to ſteal a kiſs of thoſe tempting rubies, but the firſt 
touch of them {truck him into ſuch a rapture, that 
not conſidering what he did, he faſten'd his lips upon 
them with ſo much ardour, that his very ſoul was 
all at his mouth, and had like to have ftoln from 
him in that exceſs of love and contentment. The 
Princeſs waken'd by ſo cloſe and paſſionate a touch, 
and ſeeing her ſelf ina mans arms, ſhe, who though 
a Captive, had never ſeen any approach her, but 
with ſuch reſpects as are paid to Divinities, was 
ſeifed in ſucha manner, that ſhe could not expreſs 
how much ſhe was ſurpris'd and frighted, any other 
way than by a loud crying out; but when ſhe ſtarted 
up to defend her ſelf againſt the violence of that cne- 
my, and that ſhe had fix*d her eyes upon Oroondates 
his face, whoſe memory was always preſent with 
her, and to whoſe ſuppoſed death ſhe gave thoſe 
tears, wherewith her cheeks were then bedewed, 
her aſtoniſhment turn'd intoa cold ſhivering, which 
deprived all her ſenſes of their function, and made 
her after a ſecond cry, fall ftretch'd out in his arms, 
without any ſign of life. My Maſter quite beſides 
himſelf, and tranſported with his paſſion, prefſed her 
between his arms, bent her forward, and wetting 
her ſace with his tears, took kiſſes which had never 
been permitted han with ſo much liberty, nor had he 
cver ventured on them with ſo much boldneſs. In 
the mean time I ſtepping to the Fountain, and ſeeing 
how little help ſhe received from my Maſter, caſt 
water ſeveral times upon herface ; but ſhe was in ſo 
deepa ſwoun, that ſhe came not to her ſelf, and we 
were in an affliction hard to be expreſſ'd, when Cle- 
one, drawn by the Princeſſes cry, came running 
frightedto us; and at the ſame time through another 
Alley, the Princeſs Pariſatis, Aphamia, Arſinoe, 
and many other Ladies. Imake you judge, Sir, of 
their aſtoniſhment and fear, both for the Princeſs 
whom they ſawina ſwoun, or dead in the arms of 
two ſtrange men , and for themſelves ,.-whom the 
condition of their preſent fortune made apprehenſive 
of every thing : they began already to ſend forth cries, 
whichwould in the end have been over-heard bytheir 
Guards, when TI riſing up, and leaving my maſter in- 
tent about an imployment which their coming made 
him not forſake, addreſs'd my ſelf unto them, and 
diſcovering my face, which was nut unknown to 
them : ,, Ladies, ( ſa:d 1 )yon may deſtroy us; but 
* in ruining Oroxtes, you loſe the man who of all the 
* world, is moſt aftectionate to your ſervice, and 
© who comes to die here, for no other end, but to 
© sive you proof of it by the loſs of a life which he 
© lates down for your ſakes. 

Theſe Ladies, though they were more dead than 
living at this accident, ceaſed their cries at theſe 
words, and remaining immove3ble , expeed the 
iſſue of ſo ſtrange an adventure, In this interim 
Cleone 
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Cleone kneeling to Statira; unbuckled her robe, and 
threw ſo much water in her face, that at laſt ſhe 


open'd her eyes : Aſſoon as ſhe began to come unto., 


her ſelf, ſhe cried out, *Ah! Orontes; and ſeeing 


c him ſtill preſent, ſhe was like to have fainted away | 
<1 ſecond time. My Prince kneeled down before 


her, and while Clone , more courageous then the 
reſt, held her in her arms, he kiſs'd her hands, and 
bathed them in his tears, with ſo many ſobs, and 
broken ſighs, that ſhe being a little recovered, ven- 
tured at laſt to look upon him, and the reſt becoming 
confident by her example, began to come all round 
about him. W henſhe ſaw her ſelf fortified by the pre- 
fence of ſo many, her fear began to paſs away ; and 
fixing her eyes upon my Prince's, after having look- 
ed awhile without ſpeaking, © Are you alive( /4:d 
the ) Orontes, or do you come after your death, to 
«© viſit Priſoners to whom you were fo dear during 
<your life ? My Prince re-afſumed by thoſe words, 
and cmbracing her knees with ſudden raptures of af- 
fetion, which cannot be related, made anſwer : 
« Yes, Madam, I am alive, and being onely born to 
* live and to die for you, I come to live and dic here 
© at your feet, and render to you and yours, the 
© ſervice Lowe to both, till the laſt moment of my 
< life. 

Aker theſe words, the Princeſs Pariſatis, andthe 
Ladies being a little ſettled, came nearer to him, and 
my Prince kneeling before Pariſarzs, and ſaluting all 


the other Ladies with infinite civility, drew them by | 


degrees out of the fright they had bin in, and fill'd 
them all with as much joy as they could receive in 
their captivity,Srarira was ſorry my Prince had given 
lo many proofs of his paſſion before thoſe Ladies 
but he who knew Darius his pleaſure, and who was 
uponthe point of making a more ample Declaration 
to them, was not troubled at it. 
Arſinoe went to find out the Queens to prepare them 
for this news, and free them from being as much ſur- 
priſedatit as they themſelves had been. The amaze- 
ment of thoſe good Princeſſes was not to be equalled, 
and not being able to credit what Arſznoe ſaid, nor to 
ſtay for my Maiters coming to them, they were go- 
ing to the Grot but as they went they met him, who 
with the whole company was coming toward them, 
afloon as he was near them ; he fell upon his knee, 
and thuſe good Queens having lifted him up, em- 
braced hima thouſand times, with tears of joy anJ 
aftection, and expreſſed all the kindneſs to him, which 
they could have ſhewed to Prince Arraxerxes, if the 
Gods had rais'd him from the dead again. *© Are you 


- "alive then, Orontes ?*( faid Queen Syligambis ro 


© him )and have the Gods preſerv'd you to be a wit- 
*neſs of our misfortunes z and of the ruine of poor 
* Darias, Tis now indeed, you ſce us truly priſon- 
*ers, and priſoners. of a Conquerour leſs generous 
©then you were, who from the firlt minute of our 
* beirig taken, offered us that liberty of your own ac- 
*cord, which Alexander refuſes both to the prayers 
*and preſents of Darims, Madam, ( replied my 
*Prince)) the Gods have ſaved my life, after a loſs 
© that made me hate it, becauſe they had reſolv'd 
*that] ſhould neither keep it nor loſe it, but for your 
* family I willingly obey them, and the powerful in- 
© clination that has forced me from Darizs, to come 
*and die in your preſence, or to employ my ſelf in 
x pun ſervice, to the lat drop of blood that I have 
cft, 


Darim his Queen learning by my maſters words, 


In the mean time - 
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that we had ſeen the King her husband, after having 
expreſſed new favours to him, began to enquire af- 
tcr that good Prince; and Oroongdates drawing the 


Letter he had ſent him, out of his pocket, preſented 
it to them, meaning by the reading thereof to pre- 


pare them for the diſcourſe he had to make.. Syfi- 
£embis took it, and after ſhe had looked npon the 
Seal, which ſhe knew to be King her ſons, ſhe broke 
it open, and read theſe words, as near as Ican re- 
member. | $151 


King Darius to Queen H(- 
gambis his moſt honored Mo- 
ther, and to Queen Statira his 


deareſt Wife, HE A LTH. 
to ſave the reſt of my family 3 Oron- 


H tes, whom the Gods have raiſed again 
for my ſafety, goes to labour for yours, and to 
employ himſelf for your liberties, with that 
mtarvellons affcFzon which makes bin to. for- 
get his own Intereſts to think of ours. But re- 
ceive him no more as Orontes, and repair by 
your ſubmiſſions the faults you have commit- 
ted. Horour in the perſon of a Prince, that has 
jo perſedly obliged you, that of Oroondates 
Prince of Scythia, who has drowned the ha- 
tre of his houſe, in a friendſhip which is ſo 
advantageons to yo, and which amidſt all our 
loſſes, ought to ſerve for our conſolation. Our 
daughter Statira, whowz the Gods have given 
us for our happineſs, in his, both by the me- 
rit of his ſervices, and by the word of his Fa 
ther, and of het King, Uſe him therefore 
as our Saviour, and as our Son; ſince that 
after fo many loſſes his generoſity is ſo great, 
as ſtill to deſire our alliance, endeavour to ' 
make it clear to him, both by your acknows. p 
ledgement, and by the teſtimonies of your afs 
ſection. | 


E that comes from ſaving my life, goes 


DARIUS. 


The Queens finiſhed the reading of this Letter 
with an incredible attoniſhmcnt, in which the Prin- 
celles kept them company, and particularly Statira, 
whoſe diſcretion was to be admired, in diſſembling 
her joy in ſo ſudden and happy an encounter ; their 
knowing of the Seal,” and of Darizs his own hand, 
hindred them from doubting in the leaſt manner ofthe 
truth of the Letter, but their experience of my Princes: 
nature, gave them yet a ſtronger belief. They be- 
gan to uſe him with more reſpect then ordinary, and 
inaking appear that they expected a greater light into: 
his affairs, by his own diſcourſe, they went together 
into a cloſe Arbor, and being ſet down upon ſeatsof 
Sreen Turf, they defired him to declare the truth of 
his life unto them; he yielded obedience to their 
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commands, and in a few words made them anabridg- 


ment of what I have told you, excepting onely the 
love of Roxana, and the proofs of afteftion he had 


received from Srarira., That Princeſs was extream- 
ly fatisfied with his diſcretion, and all the reſt amazed 
at the laſt adventures you heard, as well in the battel 
of Ifſzs; and the reſcue of Darizs, as the generous 
paſſages with Arraban, Parmenio, and Alexan- 


When he had ended his ſtory to the perfect con- 
tentment of the Queens, and to their great admirati- 
on of his vertue, they rendred him ſuch honors and 
civilities as almoſt confounded him, and expreſſed 
their joy, both for the knowledge of him, and ofhis 
deſign, by ſuch advantageous proofs, that he thought 
himſelf gloriouſly recompenced, both for all the 
pains he hath undergone, and for thoſe which in ap- 
pearance the Gods had till reſerved for him to ſuf- 
fer. 

After many diſcourſes, Queen Srarzra turning to 
ward the Princeſs her daughter : © Daughter ( ſaid 
- ſhe though you were not moved to the acknow- 
©[edgement of what you owe Prince Oroondates, by 
©the remembrance of our obligations to him, and by 
© an inclination from which I believe you not exempt, 
© and for which no body can lawfully blame you; the 
© command of the King your Father is ſo expreſs,and 
© that of the Queen my Mother, and mine own like- 
< wiſe ſo juſt, that it is impoſſible for you to diſobey 
© them, without drawing the continuance of theſe 
* Emisfortunes that perſecute us moſt deſervedly upon 
©your head. Diſpoſe your ſelf therefore, to exe- 
© cute (as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe the Gods tomake an 
© alteration in our Fortune ) your Fathers will and 
© ours, fince with the permiſſion of the Queen my Mo- 
© ther 1 declare that it is conformable to his. 

My Prince at ſo obliging words caſt himſelf at the 
Queens feet, and Princeſs Srarira making a low 0- 
beiſance, received the command, without anſwering 
otherwiſe than by a modeſt bluſh, wherewith her 
cheeks were overſpread, They then began to think 
of the means of meeting again, and of deceiving the 
vigilancy of ſo many guards ; whereupon Oroondates 
fold the Queens the diſcourſe he had had with .4b- 
Aolominus, and the offers that good man had oft made 

him of his houſe, which was within the incloſure of 
the Garden ; it was reſolved he ſhould ſtill make uſe 
ofthat retreat, and that he might do it with the leſs 
danger, he ſhould quite his preſent habit, to take one 
more ruſtick, and leſs ſuſpicious, wherein we might 
paſs for workmen imploy'd to dreſs the Garden ; 
and they on the other ſide promiſed him, that during 
their abode at Srdor, they would not let paſs one 
day,without taking their walk there, ſince that liber- 
ty was permitted them. 

After having taking his reſolution, ſeeing it began 
to grow late, and fearing ſome body might come in 
and ſurpriſe them together, the good Princeſſes bad 
him farewell, and getting up into their Chariots, 
were carried back into their lodgings. We returned 
into Abdolominus his houſe, and my maſter hav- 
ing embraced him a thouſand times, conjured him 
more ardently than before, to afſilt him, and excuſe 
him ifhe treſpaſſed ſo far upon his goodneſs, as to ac- 
cept the offers he had made him ; and ſeeing the good 
man diſpoſed to help him in his defires, he diſcover- 
ed to him the deſign he had to diſguiſe his condition 
under the habit ofa Gardner, and begg'd ſo earneſt- 
ly of him for that employment, that he conſented to 
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his requeſt, and furniſh'd us with ſuch clothes as we 
demanded, laying ours up for us, and allowing us to & 
continue in his houſe while Alexander or the Prin. K* 
ceſſes ſhould ſtay at S:dorn, Toxaris, and Loncares, | 
our two Scythian ſervants kept our arms and horſes | 


_ atthe Town, and took care to bring ns mear, though 8+ 


Abdolowinus would not have ſufferedit ; but my Ma: 
ſter, to whom his poverty was not unknown, would # 
not put him to any expence, and did all he could to *-- 
perſwade him to take his preſents, which he {till re. 
fuſed with ſo much generoſity and greatneſs of cour. | 
age, that we often judged him worthy of the fortune © 
which befell him within a.little after, ey 
The next day Oroondates expected the Ladies ar- | 
rival in the Garden, with an impatience equal to that 
of the day before; true it is that his mind was much © 
more quiet, and that having nothing more to over. |» 
come but Alexander fortune, he thought himfelf in |. 


a high degree of felicity ; they came at the accu? oim- þ/ 
[1m coray MS - 
44 ay 58 
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cd hour, and found him apparelled in « 5! 
ſuit, yetnot unhandſom, and ſuch as did 17 :21ch # 
diminiſh the graceful faſhion he had in his e1C,ary 4» 
habit. Vf. 
Their firſt diſcourſe was of their affairs, and of the © - 
means that might be found for their deliverance ; but © 
after they had ſtudied for that in vain, and confider- 4+ 
ed the impoſſibilitics that thwarted it at that preſent, 
they reſolved to wait ſtill for the occaſions that heaven ©: 
might offer them, and not to vſc an unſeaſonable haſte 
that would but ruine their deſigns, and take away all 
the felicity that might be found for the future : their 3 
converſation was long upon that point ; but the 
Queens judging of my Maſters impatience by their #7 


knowledge of his love; and not doubting but after ſo 


. 
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long an abſence, he delired ardently to entertain his Fo 
Priaceſs, were willing to leave him alone with her; ©: 
and taking their walk in theſe pleaſant alleys, they 7+ 
obliged Pari/aris and the other Ladies to do the like, |: 
only Cleone remained with Srarira ; but I taking her 
by the hand, walked at a little diſtance with her ; *# 
who not oppoſing my Princes happineſs, was con- ©} | 
tent to afford him anentire liberty, W. 
Then it was that this paſſionate Prince threw him- 
ſelf before his Princeſſes feet, and that cementing his #* 
lips to her fair hands, he entertained her with the vio- 
lence of his afteCtion, in tearms which it would be 
hard for me to repeat, though I havelearn'd part of 7 
them from his own mouth. There by a deluge of 7 
tcars they ſolemnized the death of Arraxerxes, and 
endeavovred to comfort one another, for a loſs which ** 
was equally ſenſible to them. After they had given 
ſome time to that remembrance, Oroondates wiping 37 
his eyes, © Madam ( ſaid he) I ſhould certainly i 
© havedied, to keep company with a perſon whom 
£ loved better than my ſelf, if my faithful Araxes, be- * 
© ing leſs poſſeſſed with grief, had not put me in mind # 
*of what I owed to you. I confeſs, Madam, I 
* yielded to that conſideration; and my friendſhip to * 
* Artaxerxes, not being to be overcome but by my #7 
© love to you, my love got the victory of my friend- 7 
© ſhip, and made me preſerve that for you, which I * 
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ſo ſorrowful a remembrance ; © You have put that 
© life ( ſaid ſhe) but in too much hazard, which I fo 
*dearly recommended to you; yet ſince you difo- 
© beyed me ſo ſoon, Ibeſeech you do ſo no more A 
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.<onthe citeem ofthe perfon beloved; I love you O- 


*tton I have taken, and the promiſe make to be ne- 
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<1 have the power of it, I command it you; and. 
«ſince it is impoſſible for us to fetch back my poor 
< brother to life again, let as take care that he never 
<die in our remembrance, where we will raife him 
© an everlaſting monument - And in the mean tim? 
© revive your ſpirits as much as you can, and as our 
« preſent condition will give you leave; and know- 
< ing that all your oricfs arc as ſenlible to meas to 
« your ſelf, recover you former looks, if you will 
have me find thoſe features in your face, that made 
© me love it. | =& 

She pronounced theſe laſt words with ſo obliging a 
tone, and looked upon my Prince with ſuch a pierc- 
ing cyc, that he fell out of one extream into another ; 
ani paſſins from grief to joy in a moment, ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſo tranſported with his paſſion, that it 
made him loſe part of his rel pect 1 and drawing near- 
crhis Princeſs, he ſurpris'd her lips with his, and 
ſeal'd them with ſo much ferventneſs, or rather for- 
got himſelf with ſo much ſweetneſs, that he ſeem'd 
as if he never would have parted from them, if the 
Princeſs had not gently thrutt him back, ſaying, Jr zs 
enough, Oroondates, abuſe not the priviledge ſo ſoon, 
which Darius his conſent has given yoit, and ftir act 
up the Gods yet more againſt us by fecking pleaſures 
while our Family is afflicted with ſo many loſſes ; you 
will not be leſs ſatisfied when you jual! know 1 love you 
by other proofs nor ſhall Tlove youleſs, thoush [urge 
yort ſtill to continue that refpcth which always pleaſed 
me, and which vecomes you jo extr:amly well, 

My Prince a little aſhamed to ſee kimſelt ſo reprov- 
ed, anſwered her, * Madam, your g:odacſs will 
©pardon theſe tranſports, in conſideration of their 
© cauſe which pleads excuſe for them; and I hope 
© you will not think it ſtrange thatI pay my ſeltin one 
© moment, for the pains of a whole ycar, nor that a 5 
© man grown inſolent by the approbation ofthe King! 
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© and of the Queens, emboidens himſelf to a liberty 
© which their conſent ſeems to authorize, Not thatl 
< will make uſe of it if my Princeſs be difpleaſed, for 
<1 fear much more to offend her, than that I ſhall ſtix 
© up the Gods againlt us, by the effects of my paſſi- 
*on, and by my mot innocent intentions, But Ma- 
<dam, ought I to truit my fortune, and myI with 
<ſome appearance of reaſon believe that your favour 
© to me wilt continue ever firm ? ought Inotto = 
<ble at the remembrance of Alexander, and fear that 
© that Conquerour of men may prevail allo wi h the 
eother ſex, and overcome your mind, either by his 
© fortune, by his merit, or by the power he now 
© hath over you ? That queſtion diſob'iges me (re- 
© plied the Princeſs)and if you think me fickle enough 
©to yeild to any of thoſe conſiderations, you eiteem 
© me but little, and by conſequence cannot love me 
© much, if it be true that perfect love is grounded up- 


© roondates, both becauſe you deſerve it very well, 
*and becauſe I believe you love me : and my affecti- 
© on cannot ceaſe, ſo long as thoſe two cauſes con- 
# tinue ; and though they ſhou!d both fail, I know 
not whether -I ſhould have reaſon cnough left to 
© wean my ſelf from it : Fear not Alexander therc- 
© fore any longer, ſince neither that fortune, nor that 
©merit which you alleadge, no nor the power he 
© hath over me, will ever be able to ſhake the reſolu- 


* ver but yours,unleſs you change your humour firſt, 
C . ”- 
and unleſs you repent you, having lov'd a Captive, 


*the Daughter of a Prince diſpoſſeflcd of his Eltatcs, 


q 


© and one who hath nothing of her former quality left, 
© except her courage. 

My Prince ravith'd with the beginning, and deep- 
ly touch'd with the end of her diſco.:rſe : © Ah! Ma- 
*dam ( ſaid he) do not accuſe me of a baſeneſs 
© which | never can be guilty of ; he that feared not 
© the ditkcultics that oppoſed his firſt deſign of 
© ſerving you, will never conſider the chanpes of for- 
<tune; and if for mine own Intereit I might have 
<£bcen permitted to make prayers that were prejudi- 
*cial to you, I thould alwaies have wiſh'd that the 
* Gods had made you be born without that greatneſs, 
* which I would have rais'd you to, that I might not 
© have ovliged you to abaſe your ſelf to me,nor to be- 
* lieve that the height of your qualitygave the leaſt in- 
© creaſe to a paſſion, which I conceiv'd for your perſon 
alone ; but ſince that notwithſtanding you are all di- 
* vine, you yet vouchſafe to {toop fo low as tome,and 
that this great diſproportion hinders you not from 
© s1vins me ſuch lofty hopes, the Gods are my wit- 
©neſles that I envy not their condition, and that I 
< would not change my fortune with Alexander, no 
©nor with the Gods themſelves, 

Beſides theſe diſcourſes they. had many others, 
whoſe length keeps me from repeating them, and 
when they were fully ſatisfied by the mutual aſfur- 
ances they gave ofaneternal affection, they thought 
it time to return unto the Queens, So they went out 
of the Arbour where they were, and havins call'd us, 
joyn'd company with them again in one ofthe Alleys, 
and continued with them till they departed. After 
tnat day they piſs'd many ethers in the ſame trangui- 
lity, and my Maſter for that time was fo ſatisfied 
with the condition of his love, that it almoſt made 
him forget that of D.irizs his afftirs, and of his Prin- 
ceſſes Captivity : but within a very little after, that 
calm of Fortune was ſo;methins troubled,” and it was 
by the arrival of the Ladies that had been taken” at 
Damaſcis, who being brought to Sidoz were put a- 

mons the reit. , "= 

My Prince was glad indecd at the coming of Zax- 
fina, and inſhew for that of Roxana, and that Priti- 
ceſs to whom then both the truc affketion, and true 
quality of Oroozdates were no longer unknown, for 
ſome daies forbore her importunitties ;' but ſhe fell 
Into them again a while after, in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhe made him loſe much of the good will and efteem 
he had for her; yet did he conceal her love with fo 
much care, as well to follow the incitements of his 
own vertue, which obliged him to hide the faults of 
a perſon who committed them only for his ſake, as 
becauſe he knew her wit was able to croſs him in his 


affection, and perchance utterly to ruin it,if he ſhould 


abſolutely have oftended her. 

In the mean time Alexander fell in love with Pa:ſ- 
na,& as you know.that new paſſion mage him ſee the 
Ladics often, waom beforc he vitited not ail,through 
an affected continence, which many tunes had made 
him ſay, that the Perfizz Ladies troubled the eye 
fight. Oneday when they were in our Garden, and. 
my Prince with them in hts ordinary entertajnmnent, 
the defire of ſeeins Pa2rſina brought him thither, your 
ſelf was with him, and Fepheſtion, Perdiccas, Leo- 
ates, and divers others. As foonas ever my Prince 
ſaw him come in, heflunk away from the Ladies. and 
retired into a Corner of the Garden, were ne fain'd 
to buſic himſelf in a Trade wherein he was not very 
$ki1/ul, not giving over that employment, of all che 
time the Eing confinucd in the Garden, 'afidercty 
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time he took the like walks, he hid himſelf ſo care-* 


fully that he ſuſpected not any body could obſerve 
him. In all other occaſtons we kept our ſelves exact- 
ly upon our guards, but within a few daies after we 
had a terrible fright, whereof you know the cauſe 
well enough, though 7 believe not the effect it 
wrought in us. | 

We were with Abdolowinus in his hou'e two or 
three daies after the King had been there, when we 
ſaw a great number of his Guards come in, and a man 
at the head of them who ſeenr'd their Captain, I be- 
gan preſently to tremble, but my fear was infinitely 
increaſed when Abdolominus advancing toward them, 
and asking them the cauſe that brought them thither; 
he that was the chief of them made anſwer, we come 
to ſeek for a Prince that lies hid here diſguiſed in a 
habit nothing ſuitable to his quality, he mult come 
before Alexander to whom he is not unknown, and 
receive from ſo juſt a King, the recompence that is 
due to him. Judge Sir, of my Maſters aſtoniſhment ; 
then it was that he thought himſelf abſolutely loſt, 
and no longer doubting but that ſome of Alcxanders 
attendants had diſcovered him in the Garden, his 
mind was peſtered with ſeveral thoughts, ſuitable to 


the condition in which he was; but he was quickly 


eaſed of his apprehenſion by the ſame man who had 
already ſpoken, and who addreſſing himſelf {ill to 
Abdolominus; Prince Abdolominus( ſaid he ) be not 
£ ſtruck with wonder, but come and receive from 
© Alexander the Crown of your Countrey, your ver- 
© tue cannot continue longer hid, and great Zephe$:- 
© oz to whom the King has left the diſpoſing of it, 
< chuſes you among all the Sydonians, to command a 
<a people that gives an univerſal teſtimony of your 
£ wiſdom and integrity ; Leave off thercforc theſe 
« cloaths unworthy of your preſent condition, and 
© putting on thoſe that are appointed for you, come 
< and give thanks to Alexander and Hepheſtion, for 
© the preſent which they make you and for the eſtecm 
<©they have of your merit. 

Our aſtoniſhment was diſhpated by theſe words, 
but that of Abdolominus was ſuch as you may imagine, 
he could not believe of a long time but that they 
mocked him, and when he ſaw them perſevere, he 
received that change of his condition as a misfortune 
ſent him from heaven, and behaved himſelf before 
them, and before Alexander as you know, and as 
all Afa( to whom this Story is ſo well known ) ha's 
highly publiſhed, 


Lyſemachus interrupting Araxes at theſe words, I . 


was with Alexander ( ſaid he ) when he was brought 
before him, and the King after having conſidered him 
a while, * let us hear ( ſazd he) ſince we deſtine thee 
©£toa Crown, in what manner thou haſt ſupported 
© thy poverty. I beſcech the Gods( reply'd Abadolo- 
© minus without beings moved ) that I may ſupport the 
©Crown with the very ſame mind. This anſwer 
pleaſed the King ſo much, that he found it ſo con- 
formable to the relation he had heard of him, that he 
confirmed Hepheſtions choice, and added to the Ter- 
ritories which Stato was wont to poſſeſs, ſome other 
neighboring Provinces, of which that good man re- 
mained peaceable King, with a general approbation. 
My Prince (reply'd Araxes ) was extream glad of 
his good fortune, and prais'd the Gods for a ſucceſs 
ſo marvellous, and ſo full of Juſtice. This new King 
expreſſed great kindneſs to us, and made us many 


advantageous offers, favouring us in our deſign, as ' 


much as he could poſſibly, but within a few dates af- 
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ter Alexander reſolv'd to remove from Sydozx, to cg 
unto the ſiege of Tyre, | 
led at that reſolution,which put him beſides all his con- 
veniencies, and reduced-him to a neceſſity of ſeekin 

new inventions to ſee his Princeſs. The day before 
they were to go away, he conſulted a long time with 
the Queens, and their laſt concluſion was, to make 
uſc of Barſiza's friendſhip, and of the power ſhe had 
over Alexander, to obtain from him, that during the 
Siege of T yre, he would leave them in that Town, 
which was but a ſmall daies Journie from thence. 
Barſina was glad of that occaſion to ſerve them, and 
to free her ſelffrom the diſcommodities of the Army, 
and that very Evening being viſited by the King, ſhe 
ſo wellrepreſented to him, how the tenderasſs of the 
Queens and Princeſſes, and her own likewiſe was 


ſuch, that they were not able to endure the want of 
accommodation which they mutt ſuffer neceſſarily in 


that Siege ; beſides how the unwholeſomeneſls of the 
aire (it being a Sca-Town }) might prejudice their 
healths, eſpecially that of Darizs his Queen, who 
wasnot very wei. already, and of Sy//gambis, whoſe 
conſtitution was weakned with years, that the King 
who truly loved her, and who likewiſe conſidered, 
how their being there would incommode his. Army, 
granted all ſhe deſired, and gave them all permiſf.on 
to remain at Sian, during the Sicge, leaving a 
ſtrong party there to guard them, The joy of the 
Princefles was increcible at this news, but quy 
Maliters was far greater, ſecing his happineſs con- 
tinue, when he expected nothing but the end of 
it, 

Alexander departed on tl.is manner, and Oroon- 
dates remain'd in his former ſatisfaction, and to com- 
pleat his good fortune, the Ladics having defired his 
lodge at 4bdolominus his houſe, that they might with 
more liberty make uſe of the Garden, it was willing- 
ly granted them by Nicazor and Sclercrs, in whoſe 
cuſtody they were leſt : Thus my Maſter who un- 
der the habit that diſguiſed tim, had free entrance 
thither, was for the moſt part with them, ard then 


he was in an high degree of contentment ; the proofs 
he daily receiv d of Srarira's affection, having rais'd {7 
him to ſuch a pointof {{ licity, that except the liberty # 
of his Princeſs, and the ſatisfaction of Darins, he 
had nothing more to wiſh for; true it is, that he of. 
ten bluſh'd for ſhame, to ſce himſelf jale, and ob- * 
| ſcuredin a habit ſo unworthy of his birth, while all 72 
Aſia was in arms ; and conſidering himſelf in that 7 
eltate. Araxes ( ſaid heoftcn to ne) art thou not ©: 
© ſorry for my miſerable condition, and for that hard 7'# 
© neceſſity which forces me to act a part ſo contrary * 
* to my courage, and to the beginnings of my life? |: 
* muſt I remain with my arms acroſs, and languiſh 7 
© under this mean apparc], uſing nothing but a prun- #7 
© ing hook, while Alexander ſweats under his Cu- 
< rafſe, and wins Empires withthe edge of his word ? i 
©O Gods, what a ſhame, or rather what an unjuſt 7# 
© conitraint is this / and yet Araxecs( purſucd he ).it *# 
< is impcſſible for me to conquer it, and theſe conſi- 77 
© derations of mine honour, cannot draw me froma ** 
* place, where thoſe of mine affeftion have tyed me 7 


c fait, y 


He often made theſe refletions,and was moſt ſen- 77 
ſibly afflicted with them ; all his deſigns were for the 2: 
liberty of the Ladies, but though he attempted many, #2 
not any of them could be effected, and they were fo 
carefully guarded, that he loſt all hope of delivering # 
\ them any other way, than by Darizs his getting 4 

ome Xx 
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My Prince was much troub- - 
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Book. LV. 


ſome Victory, or bY the generolity of Alexander, 

In that time he was exceedingly perſecuted by 
Roxana, and that Princeſs not being taken off by 
by the little ſucceſs ſhe ſaw in her love, preſs d him 
with ſo much obſtinacy, that inthe end ihe forced 
him to an averſion : true itis, that ſhe brought him 
to it bya thouſand malitious tricks, and by as many 
little inventions ſhe trove to make ſome breach be- 
tween him and his Princeſs; and yet though he there- 
by felt molt killing diſcontents, his diſcretion was 


alwaies ſuch that he would never diſcover the cauſe. 


of them, and that at the price of his own repoſe, 
he preſerved a conſideration of her , which 
afterward proved very hurtful to him. He often 
faw the fair Barſina, and liv'd with her 1na modeſt 
liberty, having found ſo much. vertue in that Lady, 
and ſo much freedome to him, that he thought him- 
ſelſ obliged to honour the one, and to acxnowledge 
the other by all manner of proofs of his good will : 
It was upon theſe foundations, that Roxana builc her 
treachery: ſhe firit(cunningly,and without ſeeming to 
have any deſign ) made the Princeſs take notice of 
their familiarity 3 ſhe made her obſerve the care he 
took to entertain her particularly, their kind looking 
at one another, and that confidence which they had 
not in others, and bethought her ſ-If of ſo many 
little ſubtilties, all grounded upon ſome probability, 
that in the end ſhe mide ſome impreſſion in Sratira's 
mind. and began to perſwade her, that ſhe who at 
firſt ſight had captivated the heart of Alexander the 
Great, might by a long frequentation have gain d 
\ ſomething upon that of Croondates, To tieſe 


thoughts ſhe added the remembrance of the Journey | 


he had made to Damaſcus, wiither he had been 
carcful to retire, to no cther purpoſe but to ſee Bar- 
ſa, and from whence he wouid not have itirr'd, if 
he had not been forced, having beencarried to Alex- 
anders Camp with her, and having itaid there only 
tor her conſideration. 

All theſe things which malitious Roxana blew into 
Statira's ears, whenſocver ſhe found opportunities, 
began to move her, and touch'd her inthe end fo ſen- 


fibly, that the gricf of her ſoul appeared quickly in 


her face ; ſhe receiv'd my Prince more coldly: than' 


ſhe was wont, and by little and little, grew to live 
with him in ſuch a way, that not knowing whatto 
impute that change unto, he was even ready to die 
with exceſs of ſorrow; and deſiring to find what it 
was, as ſoon as might be, helaid hold of the firſt oc- 
caſion that offered it ſelf ; nor was it hard for himto 
find one, for the liberty he had to entertain his Princeſs 
every day,did facilitate the means unto him. To that 
purpoſe, having met her one day in the ſame Grot, 
where he had found her afleep, there being no body 
with her but Cleone, to whom their love was not un- 
known, he kneeled down before her, and ſeeing that 
ſhe kept her eyes fixt upon the ground without re- 
garding him, he ſaid to her with itrange inward mo- 
tions accompanied by a deep ſigh, © It is exceeding 
© hard for me, adam, to imagine the cauſe 
* of your coldneſs toward me, but it is much har- 
© der forme to bear ic wittiout dying ; pardon me I 
© beſeech you, if I take the liberty to tell you, that 
* Ithink this alteration very ſtrange, and that the 
** manner of your carriage to me for ſome few dayecs 


x of late, has put me into torments which 1 cannot | 
- poſſibly expreſs ; if ] have tranſgreſſed, ſentence | 
* meto death, fince the leaſt faultzI can commit a- | 

gunlt you, deferve not any lighter puziſhment; | 
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' if you have found in this miſerable man,any new de- 


Gt 


« fects that were unknown to you, diſcover them to 
«me tor charities ſake,to the end I mayeither correct 
*them, or for ever baniſh from your fight, a perſon 
<« too defective to be loved by you: but if I be nei- 
«ther more guilty, nor more defective, than I wag 
<«< before this fatal change, make me not dye with ſo 
<« much injultice,and ſo little knowledge of my crime, 

He ſpoke theſe words with much action and vehe- 
mence, and the Princeſs an{wearing only by ſome 
tears, which it was not poſtible for her to withhold, 
after having in vain expected her reply ; © What 
« Madam, (contiaucd he) are theſe then the tears 
«© you give unto my death, after having reſolv'd up- 
*<onit? Havcyoucharity enough to bewail my loſs, 
«and y<t not goodneſs enough to let me know the 
« cauſe? 

The Princeſs at laſt lifring up her head, and look- 
ing upon him with an eye, which though full of tears 
inflamed him more than cver ; made anſwer without 
being moved, © Oronres, Orontes, neither I am ca- 
<« pable of change, nor you of tranſgreſſitg ; your 
& inconſtancy is not to be blamed, fince it makes you 
<forſake a Captive, for the Miſtreſs of her'Conque- 
© ror, and of her Maiter., My Prince underſtood 
not the meaning of theſe words, and replyed in great 
diitraction; © Il beſeech you, /ſ{adam, explain your 
< ſelf better, and draw a man that is already beſides 
< himſelf, out of the confuſion into which you have 
« put him; whatſoever you intend to accule me of, 


© the Gods know that I am moſt innocent, and I ex- 


© poſe my head to their loudeft thunder, if-I be 
{« cuiity to. you in the leait thought, © To love 
© Barſ:na (anſwered ſhe) isnotto te guilty, ſhe is 
& truly fair and lovely, yct all her good qualties 
* cannot give ,you a difpenſation for your: Oaths to 
«me; nor abſolve you jrom-the infidelity you com- 
< mit againft the daughter of Darizs, and the ſiter 
« of Artarcr:ces, for one of their ſubjects. Do 
© not change your countenance, Oreztes, (continu- 
<edſhe, turning toward my Maſter, who was quite 
<«< ſurpriſed, and confounded at ſo unexpected a Diſ- 
© courſe) the truth is diſcovered at lait, the cauſe of 
« your Journey to Damaſcns, atid of your tay q- 
© mong{t us is no longer hid, and I have found at la{t, 
<« againit my will, that I ſerved for nothins buta 
<« pretence, and cloak of your new aficCtion - but 
« well, (purſued ſhe with tears ta her eyes) foilow 
<« this lajt inclination, I oppoſe not the advantage you 
«find inthis your change, and though I cannot ſee it 
« without gricf unto my ſelf, yet will I ſee it without 
& any reſentment that may be. prejudicial to you, 
My Prince quite amazed at this adventure, .and 


nor knowing where to find words that could juttific -aqp3#* 


the conſtancy of his affection, was able todo nothing x 


at firſt but embrace her knees, and ſhed'ſo many Re 


tears upon them, that by his fiphs, and the venhe- 
mency of his action, fhe began already to believe 
him partly innocent, and to loſe ſomething of her 
former opinion. But when he lift up his head, and 
that ſhowing her a face all drowned in tears wherein 
his real paſhon was too lively paintcd,he was prepa- 
ring to ſay ſomething in his own defence; he ſaw Bar ſ7- 
24 all alone paſling cloſe by*the Grot and of a ſadden, 
without confiderips that his aCtion might Giſpleaſe 
his Princeſs, he ran diſtractedly to her,” and drawing 
her by the robe unto the cntry of the Grot, hefel! 
down upon his knees before her, and taking her hands 
with an action that marygliovſly ſurprifed her, 

i Bar ſte 


© Barſina, ( ſaid he ) I conjure you by the 
« light of the Sun, and by the power of Oro/- 
<«,2ades, and of all the Gods that hear ns, by the 
« head of Darizs, and by the memory of emnon, 
<« to draw me out of the Gulf, into which you have 
« precipitated me ; and to declare before the face of 
« Heaven, and of thoſe Gods I have invoked, if e- 
«yer by any of my words, or by any of my acti- 


« ons, I have expreſs'd any aftection to you, and if | 


& eyer cither here, or at Damaſczs, or at Perſepo- 
« /;z, ] have liv'd with you in any other faſhion,than 
& ] might havedone with mine own lifter. 

Theſe words pronounced with a tone quite extra- 
ordinary, did ſo ſurpriſe Barſina, that of a long time 
ſhe could not anſwer, and when ſhe had a little reco- 
vered that deep aſtoniſhment, © Prince Orooadares, 
& (ſaid ſhe) I know not why you require ſuch a de- 
< claration from me; but whatſoever you may ſuffer 
& for my conſideration, I proteſt to you by the ſame 
© Gods you mentioned, that I am molt innocent, and 
<« declare before the Princeſs, that I never recciv'd, 
& nor pretended to any of thoſe things from you, 
« which are due to her aione, and which I deſire to 
* yield her while live. 

Although Sratira by her countenance witneſſed the 
amazement this aCtion cauſed in her, yet was ſhe ve- 
ry well ſatisfied with it ; and not being able to attri- 
bute that indiſcretion ( in a man whom ſhe had al- 
waics known molt diſcreet) to any thing but the 
violence of his paſſion, ſhe began to fall alittle from 
her jcalouſie, and to ſuffer Croondates, who was 
now a little ſetled, to perfect the undecciving of her 
by the aſſiſtance of Barſina, who repreſenting unto 
her the little probability there was in her ſuſpitions, 
and the advantages the Gods had piven her, above 
her, as well in beauty, as in deſcent, left notany 
mark at all ofthe impreſſions ſhe had received ; and 
when ſhe found ſhe was cured of them, and that ſhe 
learn'd from her mouth, kow much Roxana had con- 
tributed to them, Ut muſt neceſſarily be (continued 
ſhe;) that this malicious woman either loves Oroon- 
dates, «er hates us ; but, Madam, lend her your ear 
0 more, aud believe that *tis not without ſome inte- 
reſt ſhe takes ſo great care to make a difference between 


on. 
1 My Maſter bluſh'd at thoſe words, buthe diſco- 
vered nothing of Roxana's aftetion,and importuni- 
ties ; and addreſſing himſelf to Starira, © Madam, 
© ſaid he)the Gods without doubt have rais'd her up 
©to keep me from loſing the knowledge of my ſelf, in 
<the happineſs to which I am exalted, by the favour 
© you have done me; butſince by another of the ſame 
© nature, youdraw me out of the grave, which ſhe 
© had prepared for me, I conjure you not to hearken 
©to her any more to my diſadvantage, and never to 
* ſuſpect him of infidelity, who can never poſſibly be 
* guilty of it, AndI ( added Barſina) for my part 
© ifI were handſome enough to give you juſt cauſe of 
© jealouſie, I proteſt to you, that as ſoon as ever had 
© my liberty, I would retire, and deprive my ſelf for 
© ever of Or00zdates his ſight, though I value both 
© his company, and his perſon very much, 


The Princeſs aſhamed of what had happen'd, ask- 
cd pardon of them both, and caſting her arm about 
Barſina's neck,conjured her carneſtly to forget it. In 
this manner they were reconciled, and my Prince 
grew thereby more ſatisfied than before, in the aſſur- 
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ance of being loved by his Princeſs. This little acci- 
dent ſerv'd to make him diftruct Roxana ; and from 
thenceforward he avoided her as much as poſſibly he 
could, and liv'd with Scatrra, in better intelligence 
than ever, ſhe having op21'd her eyes, and conſider. 
cd the little reaſon ſhe had had in her ſuſpitions. 

But ſome few daics after, Alexander wearied 
with the length of the Sicge of Tyre, came to re- 
freſh himſelf a little at Sz4ox; it was bdiev'd to be 


for Barſina's ſake, and perchance that was his firſt ! 


intention : but in effect thatday he ſpoke to Princeſs 
Statira, and which is more, ſpoke to her of love, 
The Princeſs who had ever been made to fear that 
misfortune, anſwered him with much modeſty, and 
conſidered the condition ſhe was reduced to, with- 
out forgetting the quality of her birth. The next 


day he entertain'd her with the ſame diſcourſe, and : 


before they parted, he made her know, that he was 
really in love with her. She conceal'd not the truth 
of their converſation from the Queen her mother,nor 
from Syſigambrs, Pariſatis, and her companions : 
But ſhe diſcovered nothing of itat that time unto my 


Prince, belicvins that the knowledge thereof would * 
afflict him, and that Alexander's paſſion might vas- | 


niſh as ſuddenly as it was come, without my Maſters 
hearing anything of what could not chuſe but be moſt 
unpleaſins to him, 

But Roxana did not the ſame ; and contriving new 
kinds of malice upon this occaſion, two daies after 
Alexander was gone back, ſhe came to my Maſter 


1.in an Ally of the Garden, aud took her time ſo well, 


that notwith{tanding all the care he uſed to avoid her, 
yet was it impoſſible for him to get away, © You 
© fly from me, Oroondates, ( ſaid ſhe, coming near- 
©er to him) and you follow thoſe that fly you, or at 


<leaft thoſe that deceive you, and deſpiſe you. See | 
© what it is, not to know how to take your aim better: *. 


*A Lady of meaner quality than the Princeſs of Per- 


</:4,is unworthy of your affection; but alſo a Prince 


© of leſs power than Alexander is unworthy of the 
© Princeſs of Perfia's. Ialwaics told you that Sratira 
* was not for you ; but that pride youhave ever had, 
©made you mock at my predictions, Iam now a 
flittle ſatisfied, ſince I am revenged; and if genero- 
<fity would ſuſfer me to make ſport with anothers 
© unhappineſs, I ſhculd now have a fair occaſion to be 
© even with yon. 

Oroondates heard theſe reproaches patiently, and 
waited the end of them with a marvellous coldneſs, 
though he was alrcady touch'd with a deadly appre- 
henſion; and when ſhe had done ſpeaking, < Well 
* Roxana, (ſaid he) whither do all theſe reproaches 
* tend, and with what new misfortunes, or what 
*new afflictions do you mock me ? Ah the inſenſible 
©man ! (replied Roxana crnningly) Oh the Philoſo- 
© pher ! how well he knows which way to take a re- 
© ſolution in his croſſes, and to bear the aſſaults of 
£ Fortune with an equal countenance ! do not difſem- 
© ble Or00ndates nor do not fain a conftancy, of which 
<] judge you not to be capable ; you arc mortally 
© {trucken, and if you have lov'd as truly, as you de- 
© fired I ſhould believe, you will have much adoe to 
© bear this loſs, 

Though my Prince knew that young Lady was 
full of ſabtilty, yet was he troubled at this Diſcourle, 
and croſſing his arms upon his brealt : © But, Xcx2nay 
*(ſaid he to her ) will ycu tell me nothing elſe? 
* What, (replied Rexana) woull you have 'me then 


4 
"- 
LE 
3 
KN 

b 

#ef 

& 

F; 


ITS 


vx TOs: 
Ra a $063 
FFY oder 


RLSEESD 


Os X7 MSP IS 

POP Peron eo rr 

oy OR TI7 oy Se Bens 
LS obas Fe 4 WEE REA 


"Pe LIOEIES 
" F> EL 2A NV Wed 5 
PE ATT be % 
YE: 


R847 
RY 
es 
> 
+ KB 
© be- 
; 


Si 2h 
TIED 


nn Y WP a RR Ty ERP. 


BD A aA AA aA © Tt 


' Book. HI. 


I ROSA IO I RC EE IO LUO SHES Tore FARE 
EIS 1b 5 oye 


that you alone are ignorant of what is un- 
« known to no body elſe, and that you only have not 
© heard of Statira's fortune; you I ſay, that have 
< more intereſt in it, than all they that know it? ©fI 
© have indeed ſo much intereſt in it, (anſwered my 
« Prince) that it ſhall ever be the maker of mine ; but 
© have heard nothing yet to perſwade me ſhe is 
© changed. How ? (faid Roxana). do you not think 
< her happy then in having effected her deſign, as ſhe 
© has done, to make Alexander in love with her, 
«and in having won the heart of that great man ſo 
< much, by the induſtry which ſhe, and the Queens 
< have uſed for that purpoſe;that he is diſpoſed to mar- 
« ry her withina few daies, and by thar alliance to re- 
« ſtore peace unto Perſia, and that ſplendor unto the 
« family of Darius which it has lo!t? 

My Maſter at firſt knew the malice of Roxana, but 
when he made reflection upon Alexanaers Journey 
to Sidor, and that he remembred he had ſeen him 
ſpeak often to Srarire, which he had never done be- 

fore, he began to fear part of what ſhe ſaid, and an- 
ſwered her with an un-afſured voice. © Madam by 
« your malicious talk, you have already bcen like to 
© rvine me; I know not what your defign is, and 
* though you ſhould ſend me-to my grave, Iam 1gno- 
© rant what ſatisfaction you can draw from my death: 
« this you fay is not only unknown to me, but you 
< muſt pardon me if I tell you, it 1s your own inven- 
<tion, and that Sratira will never uſe any induſtry to 
© make any body love her : ſhe who is ſo generally 


chelieve, 


C beloved by all thoſe that know her, and who can | 


ein the heart, not only of Alexander, but of all 
© men living without trouble, and without uſing any 
Cartifice. Though Roxana felt her ſelf ftung with 
©ttofe words, yet did ſhe anſwer without being mo- 
ved; *You may believe what you pleaſe of it; but 
<beit as it will, you ſhould never have heard this 
© news from my mouth, if thoſe affairs were in tearms 
© of being concealed ; you may learnthe truth of the 
< firſt you meet, and of Srartira her ſelf, who will 
©not be able to diſſemble it much longer from 
© you. 
yy theſe words ſhe left him in ſuch a confuſion of 
thoughts, that he knew not where he was, he ſat 
down upon a ſeat hard by him, and calling to mind 
all thoſe things that could confirm, what Roxaxa had 
faid, he fell into a mortal agony : true it is, thar 
his knowledge of her malice, and the late proofs ſhe 
had given of it in a buſineſs of the ſame nature, kept 
him a little from the deſpair which thfeatneq him ; 
he paſt the reſt of that day in ſtrange diſquiets, and 
the next appear'd ſo ſ:d, and look'd ſo ill, that he 
was ſcarcely to be known : he walk'd inthe moſt re- 
tired Alleys, and Sratira who was troubled to be ſo 
long without ſeeing him, ſought him at laſt her ſelf, 
being attended by none but C!eoxe, and having gone 
over almoſt all the Garden, ſhe found him laid along 
cloſe by a ſtream that ran thorow it, his belly to- 
ward the ground, and his head leaning upon both his 
hands, down which ran tears that fell into the water, 
The Princeſs ſeeins him in that condition, hear- 
ing him ſigh two or three times, madea ftopuncer- 
tain what to do, while my Maiter,not thinking himſelf 
over-heard by any body, and not being able to re- 
tain his thoughts. Jr is too much, great Gods ( ſaid 
he) it is roo much ;, and if my misfortune be true, you 
onght not to have prolong'd my life by ſuch extraordi- 
nary waies, to tear it away from me now by one more 
extraordinary;but(continuedhe)be ſhall not long enjoy 
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| ths glorious conque3t,and that generoſity which djver- 


ted the anger of an enemy,ſhall not ſtop the fury of a ri- 
val, He had faid more if his reſtleſnefs would have 
ſuffered him to continue long in the ſame poſture, and 
if turning upon one fide, he had not perceiv'd the 
Princeſs, who! hearken'd to him ; he was aſhamed 
to have been ſurpriſed in that manner, and wiping 
his eyes, he aroſe and bowed to the Princeſs with fo 
ſad a face, that ſhe read part of his ſorrow in it, but 
not deſiring to be free from any that he felt, How 
now Orontes, (faid ſlie to him) what new diſafter 
affucts you, and what ought I to fear by thoſe tears 
ſee you ſned, by that ſadneſs Tobſtrue in yout locks, 
and by thoſe words T heard you ſpeak ? | 

My Prince conſtraining himſelf exceedingly to make 
anſwer, © Madam, (faid he) that Alexander loves 
<you, is aneffect ofche ſame merit that forced ine to 
*do ſo; but that by your care you ſhould win him to 
<it, and that to gain his heart, you. ſhould ufe an in- 
* induſtry unworthy of your ſelf, is a thing which 
© deltroyes the proteſtations you have made me; and 
* takes away a life which you were once pleas*d to 
*defire I ſhould preſerve. The Princeſs furpris'd at 
* this Diſcourſe, and touch'd with pity, repted in of- 
fering him her hand, * That Alexander loves meis a 
*thing moſt difficult for 'me to hinder, © but that I 
© ſhould ſeek his love, or ever conſent to it. while I 


| © livey' is a thing youcannot ſay without offending me. 


© and which you cannot have from any body but Rox- 
*xna. It is true, (anſwered Oroondates) Roxana 
* gave me the firſt hint of it, but fince ſo many things 
* have confirm'd it; that I am but too well inftructed 
; 4 it, to have any -quiet, or rather to. have any 
© life, EY | | 
Statira looking upon him with a more chearful 
countenance, and withan eye able to drive away all 
tear replicd, <I ever doubted, that that malicious 
* creature would take occaſion from what is paſt, to 
*trouble our contentment,but dear Oroondates,l wiſh 
© the Gods you invoked the other day for your julti- 
*fication, would make me periſh before your eyes, 
*1t ever you had more cauſe, then atthis very time to 
© be ſatisfied with my afteQion, I confeſs Alexander 
© has talk'd to me of love, whether it were ro divert 
© himſelf or that perhaps he be truly in love with me, 
© but if his Courtſhip has wrought any effect upon me, 
*and if I recciv'd it from him any otherwiſe, . than as 
<from the deſtroyer of our family, I deſire to ſuffer 


| fall the torments which Oroſmades inflicts upon the 


© moſt perjur'd ſouls; true it is, I conceal 'dit from 
© yon alone, as the perſon whoſe quiet was moſt con-i 
< {iderable to me, and to whoſe quiet I thought it 
© moſt prejudicial ; but dear Oroondates, do not fear 
© this rival, and receive yet once again the promiſe I 
* make you, that ſo long as I believel have your af- 
© fection, neither Alexander, nor any other man 
© but your ſelf, ſhall have the leaſt part of mine; and 
©that no reaſon of State ſhall ever make me violate 
«the faith I give you, and which I will preſerve unto 
©mygrave, O Gods! what a ſtrange condition is 
©that of lovers, and how ſubject it is to ſudden and 
© marvellous viciſſitudes ! A minute before theſe word 
© my Prince deſired nothing but death, and-nowhe 
falls out of an exceſs of grief, into an exceſs of joy, 
which is not imaginable; he inſtantly recovers his 
former livlineſs, and deteſting the malice of £oxar, 
imprinted a thouſand kifſes upon the fair hants of his 
admired Princeſs, with tranſports and raptures that 
arc incredible, | 
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Thus was his mind quickly cured again, and-Rox- 
ana deceived in the project ſhe had to advance her 
own affairs by that means. From that time forward, 
they both began to hate her, and reſolv'd not onely 
never to give credit to her words any more, but not 
ſo much as to have any communication with her ; 
they did accorditg to this determination, and four or 
five daies after, my Prince having met her, and de- 
firing utterly to break with her ; © Madam, (ſaid he) 
c e's plot has not taken effect, and the Gods have 
© hitherto preſerv'd us from your malice ; but if you 
E think to win a heart by ſuch extraordinary wayes, 
© and ſo contrary tothoſe that are commonly practiſ- 
© ſed to gain affection, I give-you notice that you are 
< infinitely deceived; and as I open'd my mind to 
< you at Damaſcus, with all manner of freedome, I 
© doſo now again, with the very ſame, and tell you 


© plainly, whether I will or no, that it is impoſſible 


© for.me to love you; 'tis not without conſtraining 
© my humour very much, thatI tell you this truth ; 
- <and that I conjure you to let him be quiet, whom you 


have beenalready like to ſend unto his grave. He 


ſtaid not to hear her anſwer, but going away, with a 
low reſpec, left her in ſuch a confuſion as you may 
imagine, and from that day avoided her converſati- 
on - diligently, that he was no more importuned 
by her. 

7 wo daies after the Princeſs meeting him, and ta- 
king him into an Arbour, © Oroondares ſaid ſhe, 1 
* will let you ſee how exatIam in my promiles, 
& and how carefully I will labour for your content- 
& ment ; my new ſervant is not. cooled ſince his de- 
< narture; I have juſt now receiv'd a Letter from 
cc 2 my which here I bring you, and to which 1 de- 
« fire that you your ſelf would make the Anſwer, if 
<« you think fit I ſhould write any;ſaying ſo,ſhe gave 
<« him a Paper, and my Prince having open'd it, found 
<« theſe words, | 


. King ALEXANDER tothe Princeſs 
|  8TATIR A. 


He Conqueror of your Kingdome, lets 
4  hirelf be conquered by you alone; and 
you alone have been able to do, what all Aſia 
hath attempted in vain, IT deliver up my 
Arms fair Princeſs; and take more glory in 
my defeat, then Thave taken in all my vido- 
ries; but uſe not that with cruelty, which you 
have obtain'd with juſtice 5 and deal not with 
him as an Enemy, who declares himſelf your 
Captive. | 


A LEXANDER. 


My Prince was exceedingly troubled at this perſe- 
verance of Alexander's, and from the very beginn- 
ing foreſaw thoſe misfortunes, which have-ſince be- 
faln him ; he judg'd it not convenient for her to ex- 
aſperate him, in the condition ſhe was in, leſt ſhe 
{ſhould bring upon her ſelf the indignation of a Con- 
queror, and of a Maſter ; and that therefore ſhe 
was obliged to return an anſwer ; ſhe would have 
had him dictate her Letter ; but he excuſed himſelf, 
and remitted that caxe to her own diſcretion, and the 


| prudence of the Queens; ſo having asked their ad- 
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vice and agreed with them, ſhe anſwered him in 
theſe terms, 


The Princeſs ST ATIR A to King 
ALEXANDER, 


Y quality you give me, ” ny Jo little 
with the condition I ans reduced to, that 
it is almoſt impoſsible for me to keep thene 
both ; you are ſtill unconquered, and . ſhall e- 
ver be invincible, unleſs you be overcome with 
other arms then mine ; the fortune of our houſe 
having confind my eyes to no other employ- 
ployment, but only to weep for the deſolation 


of it, will not ſuſſer me to make uſe of them, HE 
to any other purpoſe, nor to acknowledge you © - 
for other then my Chnqueror, and my Maſter, | 


lince Tamreally your priſoner. 


STATIRA. 


The Princeſs ſent this Letter by him, that had * 
brought Alexanders; and within two dayes after ſh 
receiv'd another, whereof as I remember theſe are 7 
| the words, LY, 


King ALEXANDER to the Princeſs 
STATIRA. 


” HE Maximes of Love are ſo diffe- * 
F rent from thoſe of War, that the #7 
* condition of a priſoner, and that of the 7 
* Miſtreſs of my heart, are not incompa- 7 


-2 : 
1 
<F 

ET 
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© tible 5 you need not keep them long toge- 3; 


* ther, but may quickly looſe the former, #7 
if you pleaſe to accept the latter : If you 7 
** conſent, we will make an exchange; and if ZZ 
**you diſdain not the paſsion of a King that 7 
<« dies for the love of you, Ile quickly pay 


* the ranſome of your liberty by that of 


Alexander. 


The Princeſs by the advice of the Queens, return'd #7 


him this ſecond anſyver, 


The Princeſs STATIRA to King 
ALEXANDER. 
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** Fs but to divert your ſelf from the 
3s toils of War, that you ſpend time in 


** entertaining your Captives, I will ſtill 
< preſerve that title, acknowledging. my 


* felf unworthy of that which my misfor- ,| 


**tune forbids me to accept; and I ſhall, 


*never defire my liberty, but with the | 


' © freedom of the Queens, and the happi- 


** neſs of Darixsz the honour you do me 
* ſhall not make me forget my miſeries, nor 
* take from me the remembrance of: what 
* due 
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<« dueto Alexander rhe Great, from the un-.| communicated his intention to the Queens and Prin- 
« fortunate ceſſes ; they did all they poſſibly could to keep him 
; | longer with them ; bur having alledged to them the 
STATIRA conliderations that forced him to depart, and particu- 
EC 5s larly that of his honour, and of the ſervice he owed 
unto D=7:4:, hein the end made them conſent to it; 
I know not whether Alexnders ambition was at | It is impoſſible for me to tell you their ſad 4dieus ; 
that time ſtronger then kis love, and that he would | 1mMagme to your ſelt all that ſorrow can produce in 
not engaze himſel; further by. Letters to reitore the hearts like theirs, for ſo cruel a ſeparation, and you 
riſoners to liberty, and peace to Dar: his Eitates may conceive a fmall part- of what they felt; the 
or whether ſome: other reaſon dilwaded him; but Queens embraced him a thouſand times, Pariſatis 
the Princeſs received no more of them while we ſtaid | and &#arſi2.: gave him a thouſand teftimonics of their 
at S:don ; and my Maiter very well ſatisfied with trouble, and of their affection : but his Princeſs was 
his ſilence an4 coldneſs, did yet for ſome time freely | like to dye indeed when he took his lait leave of hcr. 
enjoy all the contentments whercof his ſoul was ca- | She held him a great while in her arms drowning him 
ol. { ntears, which flowed from her eyes as two ever- 
But fortune grew weary of favouring him ſo long, itreaming \OUrces; ſhe ſpoke the kindeſt, tender'ſt 
and che taking of Tre, quickly rob'd him of thoſe } words to him, that Love and Grief could put into 
delights, which he taſted unſeaſonably, while all her mouth, .and brought him into ſuch a condition, 
Alia was in mourning. That ftately Town was ta- that nothing but his tears bore witneſs that there was 
ken, as you know, after a ſeven months ſiege, and {til ſome little life in him. VV hen ſhe was upon 
Alexanders forces which he left at S:don, receiv'd | the point to get up unto her Chariot, to obey the crucl 
order to come to joyn with the reit, and bring up Ordinance of the Conqueror, embracing him, and 
the priſoners. Judge Sir, of my poor Princestrou- kiſſing him for the latt tune, © Farewell Orcondates 
ble, and imagine that he was infinitely ſenfivle of it ; | ( faid the ) remember alwaies this poor Priſoner, 
though he had already prepared himſelf for that | © and be as cxact in the obſerving of your promiſes, 
change. - He bewailed thoſe gooJ Princeſſes, who ! *as all the world ſhall ſee me reſoJute to dye, rather, 
were going to ſuffer the incommodities of an Army, | then break that which 1 have given you : © And you. 
true it is that they were accultomed to them with | © Madam ( reply'd my Prince ) never forget your. 
Darix, and that with Al: »:ander they were but little < faithful Oroondates, and to ſave his life, which he 
worſe accommoiated ; for indeed the Kng had ta- | © will employ only in your ſervice, refilt Alcx:pgders 
ken care to have them uſed like Queens, continuing j © aftection, and defend him from Roxana's malice. 
their houſhold ſervants about them, and endeavour- | They departed inthis manner to go t9..T 1%. 
ing to make them bear the misfortune of their condi- from thence to C'aza, which Alexan er i C- 
tion, by the noble uſage they received ; they never | paring to beliege; Good Kirg Abdelommus was 
heard a rude or unbgſceming word, nor ever ſaw any ; very ſorry tor their going away, but he would needs 
body but ſuch as rendred them all the reſpects they j detain my Matter two daies longer, as weRto/ enjay. 
could have required from Darius his own Subjects; | is company, asto ſtay fora Paſport from' Alexan- 
but Sir, I forgot to whom I ſpake ; you know more {| «fr, without which he would have found it very 
of this then 1 do; andI am confident were not igno- | difhcult to get to Babylon. Abdolominus procured it 
rant of many things I have rclated to you. as for a friend of bis, and till it came, expreſſed all 
Toprocecd; I will tell you that my Prince was | the endearments to my Prince, he could any way in- 
in a ſtrange. irrcſolution, he could not reſolve to | vent, gtving him ſo many proofs of his affection, that 
0 
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forſake his Princeſs, and to leave her a prey to # being extreamly obliged to his kind freedom, and — ..z” 
| moit aſſured of his ſincerity, he in part difcovercd to 
him his quality, and the paſſages of his life : Ent he 
was. {trangely ſurpris'd when at the return of him 
as favourable as the former, his knowledge of Roxa- | that had been ſent to Alexander, he ſaw with him a 
na's malice, . would not ſufter him longer to hope for } Page whom he knew to be Roxana's; he was i litfle 
any ſafety-ſo near Alexander : and he feared with | troubled atit, but not to appear utterly uncivil, he 
ſome appearance of reaſon, that her unquiet ſpirit, | heard his Meſſage, and receiv'd a Letter which ſhe 
infinitely exaſperated againit him, would-in the end { writ to him ; having open'd it, he fonnd init a brace- 
diſcover all his practiſes to the King, andſhe to all ; let of hair delicatcly wrought, and foldedup ; and 


Alexanders paſſion; but on the other ſide he knew 
no means to ſec her as he had done, and though the 
Gods ſhould have offered hima ſecond opportunity 


extremities, rather then ſuffer any calm in that hap- ; drawing an cvil omen from rhat preſent, he rcadalſo 
pineſs, whichſhe often had openly diſturbed. Be- ' | 
ſides (and that reaſon was indeed the ſtrongeſt) the ; | | 
noiſe of arms awaken'd him, and as Achilles beheld | ] | | 
himſelf with ſhame among-tne daughters of Lycs- | The Prin cels RO p 4 A NN A to 
medes, while all Greece was running to the fiege of | : , 
Troy; he contemned the life. he led, while all the | the P rince of Scythia, 
world was fighting, and while Darizs was already in | 
the Fielda to recover what ke had loſt, or todecide 
the Empire. of 4ſia by a final bartel, This laſt con- 
0m en made him reſolve. upon a cruel parting 
and Knowing that Dargz was near. Babylon, with heart ſo hard , and ſavage 1 en 
| A eALE ar 5 l V+ " Js | 
te drmy he ha fence. he purpos'togo back | pc 11 1 ee milder of your Connirey = 
8s i P : 7ay well have contributed ſomething towards '» 


the world ſoever he ſhould fight; having at lait con- |: Peer : £1 PR: 
cluded it, aſter a very ſore conflict with himſelf, he i hat harſhneſs ape exprejs, but. T ajjtire may 
| w | IE bs ſelf; 


words to this cfleCt, 


Ow ereat ſoever the rigonr you bawe 
ſhewed me is, T cannot i129gine your 
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66 
elf, your deſire to pleaſe another, is almoſt | 


the only cauſe of it. Give it over from hence- 
forth Oroondates, and with it the hope of 
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poſſeſcing one who already thinks no more of 
you, and to whom the Gods have deſtin'd 
a hgher fortune, For my part, 1 think it 
n0t handſome in you ta diſdain that T have al- 
ready offered you , and my belief that you will 
acknowledge your faults at laſt, makes me 
Hill continue the remembrance of you, and 
perſwades me to ſend you this Bracelet of my 
hair, which you will keip tenderly if you be 
wiſe, and if you think, your (elf worthy of the 
favonrs of 


ROXANA. 


Oroondates was ſo amazed at this liberty, or ra- 
ther at this impudency of Roxara, .that he knewnot 
what judgement to make of it: © O Gods ! ſaid he, 
hath this woman loſt her wits ; or if ſhe perſiſt {till in 
© the deſigne of gaining an affection, does ſhe ſo little 
< underſtand the way ? See here Araxes ( continued 
the, ſhewing me the Letter ) in what terms ſhe 
Ewrites.; and do but mark if they ſeem not choſen 
© purpoſely-to abuſe me, and to make her ſelf be 
hated ; but ſhe ſhall receive ſmall ſatisfaction by it ; 
© and if ſhe' will force a Letter from me, to play me 
£ fomenew trick with Szat:zra, ſhe ſhall be ſure to ſee 
© nothing in it to her own advantage : in this humour 
© he call'd for paper, and following his firlt inclinati- 
© ons, he wrote to her to this purpoſe. - 


OROONDATESHW 
ROXANA, 


| F you were of opinion that T diſſemblcd, 
you were not. at all deceived ; T did 
diſſemble I confefs in my compliance to you, 
but Tdifſemble not in my. paſſion for one more 
lovely then you are; you have indeed made 
me forſake a place, which your importunities 
made me hate. IT leave you without any 
trouble, and without any deſign to advantage 
ry ſelf, either by your remembrance, or by 
your favours. Tovtain'd them with too mnch 
eaſe to value them; and becauſe the Preſents of 
Enemies are alwaies fatal, T ſend you back 
your Bracelet, and retain nothing of you that 
can trouble'the repoſe of 7 


OROOQNDATES. 


My Prince wrote this Letter againſt his humour, 
and againſt the reſpe& he had ever born to Ladies ; 
but being much diſpleaſed with Roxana, and judg-. 
ing that ſhe had written to him in ſuch diſobliging 
terms, with ſome malicious deſign, he meant to 


thwart her intentions byan anſwer, from which ſhe 
might not be ableto draw any advantagein caſe ſhe 


| © the glory to which your goodneſs had raiſcd me, for 
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would make uſe of it againſt him ; that was it thy 
made him write on that manner, though he hath ſing 
repented himſelf ſufficiently ; and having ſealed yy 
the Bracelet with his Letter, in another paper, he de. 
livered it to the Page, and ſent him back to his Lady, 
The next day he took leave of Abdolominus ; ang % 
that good man at his departure, made him all th 
kind profeſſions, and all the obliging offers he conk 
hope for from a perfect friend ; my Prince return's 
him thanks with much civility, and great acknoy. #7 
ledgment of his favours; and could not part from hin & 
without ſome addition to the ſorrow, which oppre. | 
ſed him already for his ſeparation from Srarira, | 
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Thus it was that we went from Syd. z, and taking F 
our way toward Babylon, we haſfted on with great | 


daies Journeys, ſtaying as little any where as wet 
could poſſibly. Our Aacedonian habits, and Alex: 
anders Paſports favoured us much in the Territories & 
of his Conqueit ; but aſſoon as we had paſſed them, 3+ 
we put on our Perſian ones again, and travelled with | 
the more facility in thoſe Countreys that were yet; 
under Darius his obedience. I ſhould loſe time, if #7 
I ſhould tel] you the particulars of our Voyage, in}; 
which we had. no memorable encounter ; beſides, we |'*: 
made ſo little ſtay in the places where we paſſed, that + 
we obſerved not the diverſities of them ; at laſt we: 


Az 
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arrived near to Babylon, and having paſſed the T ygris #2? * 


we found the whole field between that River and *® 
the other of Euphrates covered with fo many thou. 
ſand men, that we were in a greater admiration then {23 
ever of Darius his power, who after ſo great loſſes #7 
was able yet to raiſe ſo great recruits. "6 
True it is that he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to 7 
make theſe lateſt Levics, and that beſides the Ba&ri- 7 
ans, the Zoodians, and the 1Ind:azs, he had likewiſe 
drawninto his pay ſome of the Scyrhians, that inha- 
bited in 4/ia on this fide of Mount mars, who not- 7 
withſtanding the enmity of their Kings, had offered #* 
to ſerve him againſt the Common Enemy of 4ſia: 7 
My Maſter having paſs'd through all thcfe Forces, # 
came to the Gates of Babylen ;, and to make ſhort, |7 
centred into the Palace where the King at that time ## 
made his abode : all thoſe to whom he made himfelf F* 
known as he went by, welcomed him with gladneſs, #7 
rendring him ſuch honours as they thoughtdue unto WE 
his merit ; and the news of his arrival which ran from 
one to another, being at laſt brought unto Darim, 
the good King ſurpriſed with a joy that cannot be 
imagined. came out to. mect. him withall the Lords #7 
that were then about him. He found him on the top F# 
of the Stairs, and my Prince kneeling upon one knee i? 
to ſalute hini,” the King raiſed him up with ſo many: ## 
dear and tender expreſſions, [that his affection to him 
diſcovered it ſelfmoſt viſibly by thoſe proofs, and by #7 
the tears which fell down his cheeks for joy. ©*My | 
© ſon( ſaid he, holding him in his arms )miy I believe | 
<my eyes, that I ſee you again ; and can it be that | 
© fortune having forſaken me ſhould fill leave me the 
© conſolation I look for from you ? Great Oroſmnades 
© (purſued he, looking up to heaven ) if the ruine of 
<my houſe be inevitable, haſten it not ſo faſt but that | 
{I may have leaſure to ſatisfie ſome part of what I Z 
© owe this Prince. | 
© Sir ( reply'd my after ) Iam too gloriouſly fa- Þ 

« tisfied by the honour you do me; and though I #7 
© ſhould die at your feet, I could never acquit my ſelf' 7 
© of thoſe favours 1 have received of your Majeſty : I it 
© come hither to ſeek the occaſions of it, and1 forſake 
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that of running the ſame fortune with you. . After 
ſome other paſſages of the like nature, the King gave 
time tothe Princes and Lords of his attendance, to 
welcom him in their turns ; they did ic with.gxceſs of 
civility, and Prince Oxyartes, Mazcus Govetnor of 
that Countrey and Lieutenant General of the Kings 
Army, Arriobar Zanes, Oriobates, and many others 
whoſe names and perſons have been known to you 
ſince, ſtrove who ſhould honour him moſt, and ina 
manner confounded him with their Complements 


and teſtimonies of reſpect and aficction, 


This firſt reception being paſt, the King appointed 
him a lodging in his Palace, and from that time for- 
ward uſed him as his ſon, and as the cnly m+n upon 
whom he groundedthe remainded of his hopes, OurE- 
quipage had been there a long time before,and Dar:ze 
having by thoſe that came with it, and by the Letters 
they had brought him)learn'd all that had h1ppen'd to 
my Maſter before their departure, he himſelf rold him 
whatſoever had befallen him fince,except thoſe things 
which his diſcretion made him to conceal, Darius 
who could no longer contemn Alexander, was 
troubled at the proofs of his vertue, which he re- 
ccived by my Princes relation: and believ'd it would 
be very difficult for hun to conquer ſo generous a 
perſon, and one who by ſo many vertuous actions 


drew both the Gods and men unto his party ; bur yet 


he allo received ſome contentment, in the hope he 
had that the good uſage of the Queens and Princeſſes 
ſhould Kill continue. My Maſter heard from him 
thathe had made a Truce for two years with the King 
of Scy:hia his Father 3 who had yeilded to it, by 
reaſon of ſome troubles that aroſe in his Dominions, 
and of the threats he himſelf received from Alexan- 
der, againſt whom he made preparations with a cou- 
ragious reſolution to die upon his Frontiers, rather 
then endure the Yoke to which all - ia ſubmitted ; 
he alſo was very glad to ſee the Scyrhians that were 
under Dari: his pay, and having made much of 
their Commanders that came to wait upon him, he 
promiſed to fight at the head of them himſelf; and 
being very well pleaſed that he was able now todo 


| Darius better ſervice then formerly he had don, he 


diſpatch'd two of the principal Officers with Orders, 
money and Commiſſions ; to make more Leavies in 
their Countrey. | 
We were four or five months in theſe preparations 
for the War, and my Maiter labouring in them with 
much diligence, and eafing Darizs as much as he 
could; made him, azers, Artabaſia, andallthe 
old Commanders, wonder both at his vivacity in all 
his actions, and at his experience in ſo green years, 
as ſeem'd almoſt incapable of it. Dar: who ad- 
mired thoſe excellent qualities the heavens had given 
him, was extreamly ſatisfied with his daughters hap- 
pineſs, and ſeem'd to lament her captivity only be- 
cauſe it retarded the means of his gaining ſo accom- 
pliſh'd a ſon in Law. When we had ſtaid at Babylon 
as long asI have told you, news came to Darius that 
Alexander being returned from the Temple of 7up:- 
ter Hammon, and having already croſſed through E- 
Lypt, was marching direcily towards us with all his 
Forces, being refolved to proſecute him, into what 
part of his Dominions ſoever he ſhould retire. This 
Intelligence made him haſten his preparations the 
more; and when he ſaw his Army in the condition 
he deſired, he went from Babylon with an intention 


to meet Alexander, upon the wiy he heard he was 
coming, | 


CASSANDRA 


| 
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| tell you all theſe things ſuccinAly, as notcon- 
c:rning my Maſters Hiſtory particularly ; and to go 
on with my recital as briefly asI can, I will tell you 
that Darius made a general review of his Army, 
where there were ſo many different ſorts of Nations, 
Armes, Habits, and Languages, that it is very dif- 
ticult to reckon them, neither is it neceffary ; and 
beiides, you have heard enough of them ſince to eaſe 
me of that trouble. About that time my Prince's 
Levics which he had ſent to raiſe upon the Frontiers 
of Scy:h:a, came up alſo; they wete above thirty 
thouſand men, in ſo- good order, that the King 
grounded part of his hopes upon them, and provided 
tor their pay and quarter more carefully, then he did 
for the natural Perſians, 

With theſe Forces he paſs'd the Ty-77s,and learning 
by the <pies ke had in your Camp, That Alexander 
was not far off, he ſent forth Srraropaces with a thou- 
lard commanded horſe to diſcover, and diſpatch'd 
AMaze with fix thouſand more, to cut off paſſages, 
and ſpoil the Countrey where your Army was to en- 
camp, believing with reaſon that by that means he 
ſhould incommodate your Forces, who received 
their ſubſiſtence only from the field : you felt the ef- 
fects of it, and I aſſure my ſelf that within a while 
after you found the Corn deſtroyed, and the Villages 
burn'dand yet fmoaking with the fire he had ſet them 
on by the Kings command : the vital of our Army 
was brought part by land in wagons, and part by 
help of the river : we quartered at Arbela a Village 
till then of very ſinall note ; but fince famous by our 
deieat;z and having with a bridge of Boats paſs'd the 
River Zyc1n five daies time, we went to encamp 
near tne Bomele another River, where the fertility 
of the Countrey, and the vat extent of the Plain, 
gavethe King as much conveniency as he could deſire 
to range ce great number of his Battalions at liberty; 
he likewiſe cauſed all uneven placesto be levelled, 
the Trees to be fell'd, andall things beaten down that 
could tak? away any part of his advantages; but ; 
while he was carefully buſted inthat employment,he 
recetvedill news by A1azez, who return'd into the 
Camp, being repuls'd by your Forces, and not hav- 
ing been able to keep the Paſs of the River, where 
Stratopaces with his thouſand horſe had becn cut in 
pieces by Arriſton Commander of the Peonians: 
Upon this, and the Intelligence he gave us that A- 
lexanger was not abovea hundred and fifty furlongs 
from us, we began to diſpoſe our ſelves in S00d car- 
neſt to the. battel. | 

For this purpoſc the King viſited all his Squadrons 

in perſon, caus'd Arms to be delivered to ſuch as 
wanted, and made his Chariots to be armed with 
ſharp fithes, and heads of Javelins; but while he 
was taken up with theſe buſineſſes, and that with a 
marvellous diligence,he gave thoſe Orders that were 
neceſſary, a man was brought unto him, whom his 
Sentinels had taken as he was coming over from A- 
lexanders Camp to our : His eyes.were full of tears, 
and when he was near cnough to be obſerv'd, the 
King my Malter, and many others knew him to be 
Tyres the Eunueh, who having been taken with 
the Queens, had continued with them ever from that 
time :* The ſight of him, and the ſadneſs that appear- 
ed in his countenance wrought ſo upon the King, that 
fearing fome misfortune, he durit hardly inform him- 
ſelf of the occaſion of his coming, and yet wanted pa- 
tience to expect what he would fay, foreſeeing he 
had brought ſome fatal news. In the end, after having 
P 2 looked 
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Loked long upon the Eunuch trembling, Thy face 
( faid he ) prejages ſomerbing mortal, but [ prithee 
diſguiſe not the truth from me, and flatter not him 
whom cuſtom ba's made to receive all manner of ai- 
ſaFters. Doeſt thon not come, Tyreus, to tell me 
the diſhonour of my houſe, and to aſflich a husbana, 
or a father, with the ignominy of his wife, or daugh- 
ter f 

Tyrew anſwering with much adoe, and lifting up 
his eyes, which till then had been fixed upon the 
ground : © I weep not, Sir ( ſai4he) for the diſhon- 
* our of your Family, it hath ſuftered none, but that 
©of Captivity; and truly hath received from the 
© Conqueror all thoſe reſpects, and marks of honour 
© which it was wont to have while with your Majeſty; 
© but Sir, I weep, ( continued he redoubling his ſ'ghs) 
© 1 weep for the death of an !Iluftrions Queen, your 
© dear Conſort, and my good Miſtreſs, who hath 
<lately breathed out her ſoul in the armes of your 
© daughters, and of the Queen your mother. 

Although Darizs had taken aftrong reſolution to 
reſign himſelf wholly to the will of the Gods, and 
with a Royal courage to bear al! themiſeries they ſent 
him, yet could he not at this ſo new, and ſo ſcnſible 
affliction, remember that brave determination, but 
receiviag this loſs, as an arrow that ftruck him tothe 
heart, he ſunk almoſt without ſign of life, inthe arms 
of thoſe that were about him ; and when he recove- 
ed his ſence and ſpeech, he made ſuch woful lamen:- 
tations, as touched them all moſt deeply with com- 
paſſion;and the whole Camp learning this misfortune 
of one another, was fill'd in a moment with groans, 
and Funeral cryes, My Prince bewailed that Queen, 
as her vertue, the proofs ſhe had given him ot her 
I>ve, the intere't of his Princeſs, and that of Darizs, 
together with his own good nature obliged him ; But 
ſeeinz the King in ſuch a mortal grief, he diſſemoled 
part of his own, to give him that conſolation, which 
he received more willingly from him than from any 
other. 

Darius was a long hour ſighing and tormenting 
himſelf, not able to ſpeak one word with a ſetled 
judgement ; and when by the aſſiſtance of my Ma- 
ſter,of Oxyartes, and the reſt,his paſſion was brought 
to a little leſs violence, he reflected upon his lofs, 
and ftill doubting ( though what Tyre had ſaid 
might have made him hope the contrary ) that his 
vertuous Queen died for the defence of her honour ; 
£0 Alexander ! (cryed he) what have I done againſt 
© thee or thine, that ſhould make thee uſe me with ſo 
© much inhumanity ? was I one of the Murtherers of 
<King Phikp, or of any other perſon that was dear 
© to thee ? thou hateſt and perſecuteſt me, though | 
© have given thee no cauſe to do either ; But though 
© thou doſt affault me in a fair War, what glory canſt 
* thou draw from this defeat, and what trophyes of 
< honour canſt thou acquire, by the death of a poor 
©woman, who never injured thee, and who only de- 
© fended that by duty ; which thou perhaps did!t at- 
< tempt by violence. 

The Eunuch hearing theſe words, addreſſed him- 
ſelf unto the King, and ſaid, © Sir, I beſeech you 
© uſe not Alexanaers vertue with ſo much indignity, 
© and donot ſoill requite thoſe honours he hath paid 
© to thedeceaſed Queen, and to the reſt of your Ma- 
© jeities family yet remaining with him; he hath 
© ſerv'd them all with great reſpect,and for her death 
© ſhed not many fewer tears than your Majelty ; l 
* proteſt to you Sir, before all the Gods, A/exander 
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© reccived this news, as you have done, and was a 


© much afflicted at it ; as for his brother or for his 


<own ſon, he rendred the ſame duties to her corps, 


© which the Queen his mother could have expected + 


© from him; and for his grief one could hardly haw 


© diſcerned a difference twixt yours and his. The 
King looked earneſtly upon the Eunuch while he 
ſpoke, and having hearkned to him attentively, he 
fell in a moment out of one ſuſpition into another, ang 
his jealouſie joyning it ſelf unto his grief,” began ty 
torment him with exceeding violence. 


He roſe up b 
from the bed he lay upon, and taking the Eunuch by 7. 


the hand, led him into an inward chamber, where ©: 
ſceing himſelf alone with him : © Now it is T yrew © 


©( /ard he) that Irequire proofs of thee, both of the !. 
© fidelity thou oweſt me, and of the zeai thou haſt +: 
© had for the ſervice ofmy Family; behold the face of *; 
© thy King, and if thou yet find*it any Majeſty in it,” © 
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<or any cauſe of reverence, which the change of my |: - 
« fortune cannot exempt thee from, ſpeak to me with #* 


(thee turn Macedonian, the command of thy naty- ?: 
©ralKing will ſooner draw it from thee, than fear of 7 
(torture; I conjure thee therefore by 'the power of = 
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© Oroſmades, by the light ofthe Sun which we adore, 
© and by all that thou doſtacknowledge to be moſt ho-. 
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<ly, and moſt ſacred, to diſcover unto me the true |” 
* tauſe of Alexanders lamentations, and of the ſor 7: 


row he expreſſed for the death of the Queen thy #* 
* Miſtreſſe ; for what ſo moving pity can he have for ® - 


© the wife of his enemy, who has not the leaſt ſpark of 
© itfor the deaths of ſo many thouſand men,as he ſacri- # 
© ficeth to his ambition, without havins becn at all *7 
* oftended by them ? how can her loſs ſo deeply |: 
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* touch him, whom my misfortunes, my entreaties, = 
* and my offers could not move atall ; - and in ſhort, - 
© what chait friendſhip can a young Conquerour have | 7 


* with the wife of a man whom he uſes with ſo much 7 


© cruclty ? 


Tyrcis who underitood the Kings meaning by 3; 


theſe words, caſt himſelf inſtantly at his feet. and 7 
ſhedding tears upon them, © Ah! Sir, (cry'd he) & 
© deal better with the memory of the moſt vertuous © 


<QQueen that ever was, and diſhonour not her. after #” 
© her death, who honoured you ſo p-rfectly during *=: 
© herlife : She was an exampleof vertue, chaſtity, 7 
© and conjugal affection; and Alexander is one of ge- # 
*neroſity, continence, and moderation : neither the | 
* Queens, nor the Princeſſes your daughters have e- | 
* ver felt their captivity, but by your Majeſties ab- # 


© ſence ; and your enemy has never uſed them other- 


* wiſe than as he would Olympias, or our Queen Syſi- 


* vambis, ] proteſt this to you Sir,by the Veneration[ 
© owe your ſacred Majeſty, and by the power of the 
©Gods whom you invoked, and if in all I have ſaid, 
©] have ſwerved any thing from the truth, I conjure 
*the Great Oroſmades to itrike me dead with thun- 
* derat your fect. 

The Eunuch accompanied theſe words with many 
oaths and tears, which cleared the Kings mind of the 
ſuſpition that harboured init. When he knew the 
innocence of his dear wife, he began to be at a little 
better quict, and having nothing tv perplex bim but 
his grief alone, he gave way to that, and fitting 
down wept for ſome time with his face covered ; but 
when he was a little ſetled, he aroſe from his my 
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and came back into-rhe great chamber where he had 
tek all the Princes; then lifting up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and claſping his hands together 3 Great Gods 
( ſaidhe ) if the prayers of him wo. you have a- 
bandoned may yet be heard; be ſo merciful KREO ME As 
to reſtore ſucceſs to Perſia, and ſer me again by yotr 
aſſiſtance in the Throne to which your ooaneſs raiſed 
me, to the end thatin wy V, fory andre- eſtabli ſhment 
in my Dominions, I may be able to acquit my ſelf of 
the obligation 1 have to Alexander, for the noble U- 
ſage my Family hath received from him; but if in 
your drvine Ordinances, whoſe azcrees are irrevoCa- 
ble, it be determined that I muſt fall, and that I muſt 

make room for more happy ſucceſſors, grant O great 

Gods, that never any other of mine eaemics except 
Alexander ,aay ſit after me pon the T ir owe of Cyrus. 

He ſpoke theſe word3 with ſuch an action, and 
ſach a tone, as made all that were preſent know, 
they came from the bottom of his heart; and having 
taken a little reſt, at the cntreaty of his friends, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be ſpoken to, and gave them leave 
to alleds all thoſe reaſons that could bring him any 
conſolation. 

The next day, though he believed himſelf much 
more powerful then Alexander and that according 
to probability, he might hope for the victory over 
him, he was ſo ſenſible of his great humanity and 
vertuz, that it made him think ſtill of peace, waich 
Alexander had refuſed twice already, upon the con- 
ditions he had propoſed to him z To this effect he ſent 
ten Ambaſſadors, of the molt conſiderable perſons of 
his Court, with ample power to treat with him, 
and to offer him thirty chouſand talents for the Ran- 
ſome of the priſoners, and his daughter Pariſarzs in 
marriage, with all the Territories in Dowry, that 
lye between Euphrates and the Helleſpont., I need 
not tell you who know ſo well, how Alexander re- 
ceived them ; but at their return, they brought 3n- 
fwer to Darizs from him, That heaven could not ſuf 
fer two Suns, nor eartn two Soveraien Emperors ; 
that if he would yeild himthe firſt place, and be con- 
tented with the ſecond, he would grant him the peace 
he deſired; but if he wou'd not ſubmit that condition, 
be ſhould prepare himſelf tc battel, 

Darius hereupon deſpairins of Peace, turned his 
thoughts wholly upon war, and diſpoſed himſelf in 
good earneit to the encounter. To this end having 
made a general Rendezvour of all his Forces, in the 
great Plain where they were encamped, he divided 
them into two bodies. At the point ofthe left wing, 
he placed a thouſand Bafrian horſe, a thouſand 
Dates, four thouſand Arrachoſians and Suſtans , 
theſe firit Squadrons were followed -by a hundred 
Chariots arined with Sithes, after which marched 
Beſſus, with eight thouſand Battrian horſe, ſecond- 
ed by two thouſand Jaſſagetes; then ſtood the in- 
fantry of ſeveral Countreys, ſeparated according to 
their Nations, and commanded by Officers of their 
own Provinces. Next there appeared the Perſtans, 
Aaraes, and Zogaians commanded by Ariobarza- 
zes,and Oriobates,with many other mingled Troops 
(whoſe names I neither know nor their Officers) and 
fifty Chariots under the charge of Cradates, com- 
mander of the Caiþians, Indians, and people near 
to the Red Sea,uſeleſs in fight and who were rather to 
make upnumber then do Service : theſe were f.llow- 
ed by fifry other Chariots armed with Sithes, and 
ſharp cutting blades, and by part of the Forreign 
lupplics that were under the Kings pay; after them 
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ans, bellites, and thoſe that inhabit. the Mountains 
of Coſſa, and then the Gorruans, a People of Eubea, 
the Phrygians, the Catalonians, and laſt of all the 
Parthians : Theſe were the Forces whereof the left 
wing was compoſed : Upon the right were the Syr;- 
ans, the AZedes, and thoſe of the greater Armenia, 
the Cadncians, and the Cappadocians, with fifty 
Chariots as the former : All the Army conſiſted of 
fifty thouſand horſe, and two hundred thouſand foot, 
After it was imbattelledin this order, the King made 
it march about ten furlongs forward, and finding the 


Oy in good order, and with a good defire to 
ghr. 

The next day A11azemw being gone out of the Camp 
again, with four or five thouſand horſe to make diſco- 
very, came back within a ſhort time after, with cer- 
tain intelligence that Alexanders Army was very 
near, and that they were already upon the top of a 
hill whence he was newly come : This news made 
the Perſians ſtand to their armes ali the reſt of the 
day, and of the night following; Darius, who be- 
lieved that Alexander by reaſon of the diſproportion 
of their Forces, would rather fall upon him in the 
night, then diſcover his weakneſs in open day, and 
ina Plain where he cou'd receive no advantage from 
mountains and Rivers, as hz had done in C:l:c:a, ſet 
forth very {trons out-guards, cauſedan abundance of 
fires to be lighted, and uſed all neceffary circum- 
ſpection to avoid a ſurpriſe. The night was ſpent on 
this manner, and as ſoon as day appeared, we dif- 
covered your Army encamped cloſe by ours ; both 
of them began to ſhout moſt terribly, and the ſight 
of one another wrought ſeveral effefts, anditirr'd up 
very different thoughts in the hearts of the Soldiers : 
My Maſter entring into the Kings Tent, gave him 
the good morrow, and found ſome of the Comman- 
dersalready with him. Darizs expreſſed much fa- 
vour to each of them in particular, and teſtifying the 
confidence he had in their valour, obliged them by 
the honours he did them, to employ their utmoſt 
forces, not to contradict his good opinion of them; 
but addrefling himſelf eſpecially to my Prince, after 
having embraced him a thouſand times, - he asked 
him what command he pleaſed to accept of; and at 
tie head of what Troops he would fight ; Oroonda- 
res having communicated to him a defign he had, and 
left a Commander in chict, over the Body of Scy- 
thians, in his ſtead, choſe out onely a thouſand from 
amons them, and the moſt valiant Perſians, to make 
uſeof them, as ſoonas he ſhould find an opportu- 
nity. o | 
The Councel of War having been held, Orders 
given, and Sacrifices offered, the Kings put on his 
Arms, and with him my Prince, Oxtarres, Artaba- 
z144, and the Principal Officers of the Army ; and 
when they thought it time they got all on horſe back, 
except Darims who having ſeated himſelf in his Cha- 
riot, went up and down the ranks every where, to a- 
nimate with his voice and preſence the moſt faint- 
hearted, and raiſe them to a contempt of danger ; 
his countenance had an extraordinary Majeſty, his 
voice was louder and clearer then it was wont ; and 
becauſe I was very near his Chariot, I heard him 
ſpeak to his Souldiers, in theſe or ſuch like words, 


Darims- 


Plain very commodious for his deſign, he command. / 
ed it to make a ſtand, and reſolv'd there to expect + 


bead a tn eo, nn _ 


HEY bn RE" 1s > 3 Tee 
_ , LOS IUATINSIS aaa ry Ie IRR er PSS 242th 
* . V _ a" 


| Eſperity does often eſcape our memories. 


EE AY "V 
Fe , a 4 CID BOS” K 
pas” Fa Fs % 2: 


by os 


s "5 W > + . 


70 2 "6 AS$ S4 


D A RI US his Speech unto his 
Army. 


* E have been Maſters heretofore of all 
« V that the Ocean waſhes, and of all the 
& Fellesþont environs, but we have loſt it all, and 
« fight no longer now for the recovery of thoſe 
&« Countreys, nor for glory which is more conſirable 
< then. our eſtates, but for our ſafety, and for our 
« Liberty, which is dearer to us then our lives : 
& Heretofore we had new ſupplies, and places of re- 
&« fuge; we cap'd recover in C:licia, what we had 
(< loſt near the Graniczs ? we could retire into Syrza, 
&< when we were beaten into C:licia ; but now we 
& are reduced to ſuch extremity, that our places of 
retreat, our ſupplies, our Goods, our Cities andall 
& our lateſt hopes, are ſhut up within the circuit of 
& this Camp ; here therefore it is, that we mult et- 
& ther conquer to ſave what remaines, or lay our 


© bones in the preſence of your wives and children, 


& who have no. other ſecurity but that of your de- 
©« fence. This is the fatal day, that mult either elta- 
« hliſh, or utterly deſtroy this Empire, which for 
<« this two hundred and thirty years has been terrible 
& to the whole world. The Gods are witnefles that 
&< T have done my part for its conſervation; I have 
<& rais'd forces, Ihave arm'd them, I have brought 
<& them to face the enemy, and now the reit depends 
© on you : do but dare to conquer, and never be 
<« frighted ata vain reputation, which can make no 
<;mpreſſhon in men of courage, Ir is but raſhneſs, 
& which hitherto you have feared, miitaking it for 
<« true valour ; having ventcd its firſt fury, like Ser- 
& pents that have loit their ſtings, you ſhall ſee it 
& faint and lIanguiſh. This Plain diſcoversthat weak- 
© neſs, which the Mountains of C:/icia concealed ; 
& behold the thinneſs of their ranks, and mark how 
**their wings ſtretch'd out to the uttermoſt length, 
© have left their battel empty, and without defence : 
& 2s valiant as you count them, we eafily may tram- 
& ple them under our horſes feet, and if we win this 
© battel, the Waris ended. They have no way to 
*« ſcape, being ſhut up between two Rivers, and 
& their Camp burthen'd with our ſpoils, is comber- 
© ſome, anddiſabled to retreat ; what they have ta- 
« kenfrom us, will facilitate our victory, in which 
&« you will both find your ſafety, and recover all that 
& you have loſt. | 

« This Alexander, whoſe name ſtrikes ſuch a tcr- 
&« rour in the fearful, is a man as well as the worſt of 
« you, happy rather by our cowardife, then his own 
© valour. Though fortune has given ſucceſle to his 
© temerity, her favours will not laſt for ever, where- 
* £5reaſon alone makes our felicity durable. Per- 
<« haps the Gods have thus afflicted Perſza, onely to 
& make this Empire ( proud of an univerſal com- 


&< mand) acknowledge a nn: was power, and think - 


«upon the frailty of humane affairs, which in pro- 
We 
& have formerly made war againſt the Greeks, upon 
<« their Territories, now we repel it in our own ; theſe 
<< are the viciſſitudes of fortune, but if you be aſſault- 
«ed with them, your King hath felt them much 
<« more heavily ; for beſides the publick calamitics, 
<« the miſeries of my family, ought to move you to 
& compaſſion, 

«© My Mother, and my Daughters, your Queen 
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«and your Princefles, are in the bondage of your 


E 
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«enemy, who brings them along in triumph that 
& ſhould command you ; and but that I ſtill reſerve 
<« my ſelf for you, Iſhould fay, that I my ſelf werea 
*«« Captive in my better part, Deliver my bowels 
« out of ſlavery, and reſtore me my children for 
<« whom I refuſe not death. My Wife your Queen, 
«has already expired in bonds, and all that remains 
« of her and me, ſtretch out their hands to you, and 
* conjure you by the Gods of your Countrey, and 
*bythe love you bear your own, to free them from 
** chains, and from a captivity, which is ſhameful 
*© both to you, and to them that were born for you. 
** Iconjure youto the ſame my ſelf, and pray you by 
** your houſhould God, by the cternal Fire we car- 
* ry upon our Altar, by the light of the Sun which 
* riſes within the limits of my Empire, and by the 
* memory of Cyr, who added that of the AZedes 
*and Lya:ars unto it, that you would fave both the 
*name and Nation of the Perſians, from its utter 
« ruine, and from its utter infamy , and leave that 
« glory to your pottcrity, which you received ſo 
* cntire from your Anceltors. You carry in your 
© own hands, your goods, your lives, your liberties, 
«and your future hopes, and in your faces a moſt 
« aſſured viftory, Tread it in your eyes, and in your 
© march ; he that deſpiſes death, avoids it beſt, and 


*<1t ſooneſt catches the fearful that flie from it ; Let's 


© on therefore ( fellow ſouldiers ) whither ſo many 
« conſiderations call us ; I ſee the Fnemies Army 
*© move, $0 and receive them couragiouſly, or ra- 


« ther follow me, for I refuſe not to lead you on, ® 


*and to Le your example cither of valouxzor co- 
« wardiſe, | 
The King ſpoke theſe words: with a great deale of 


vehemence, and the ſoldiers anſwered them witha FX 
ſhout, that pierced the very clouds, from which he #7 


drew a £00d oxen of the Victory. But the two Ar- Ba 
mies being ſo near ; that they were upon the point 3 


of joining battel, all the Commanders ran to their | 
charges, and my Maſter parting frem the King, who # 
gave him his laſt embrace, «Sir ( ſaid he )1 will | 
« either die generouſly to day, or reſtore unteryour 
« Majeſty ſome parts of what you have loſt, Go Son 


«(ſaid the King ) maythe Gods take as great care 
« of thy ſafety, as of mine owne, and be fo gracious, 


«that I may ſee you again with much j0y, as | part is 
We left him on this man- i# 
ner, and my Prince, placing himſelf atthe head of a #* 


«from you with ſorrow. 


thouſand horſe which he had choſen, went aſide from ## 
the reit of the Army, while the Signal being given 7 


on both ſides, they preſently cloſed the battcl, with 6 


great terrour and ſlaughter. Iwill omit to tell you 


any thing concerning it, you know the beginning, | a 
progrefle ; and event of, much better then I can tell 
you; beſides that I going along with my Maſter, | 


could only be a witnefle of the meeting of the two Ar- 
mies, 


After we had beheld their firſt encounter at a di- | 
ſtance, my Prince made himſelf be conducted by 
Guides, whither he had a deſign to go; He, by 


Tyres, and by the ſpies he had in your Camp, had 


learn'd both the place where the priſoners were kept, 
and the number of thoſe that guarded them, and tak- 


ing a great compaſle, that he might not be diſcover: 


ed by your Army, he went almoſt quite round both 


the Camps, and paſſing under the favour of a. little 
Valley, he came at lait within ſight of the Tents, 
where the Princeſſes were : Truc it is, that by the 
way 
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Book. IV. 


ay he wavered often full of irreſolution ; and re- 
oo the laſt words Alexander had ſaid to him, 
he feared his abſence might be cenſured a kind of co- 
wardiſe, and as an avoiding the combat, to which 
he had challenged him : This thought was like to 
have made him turn ſhort about, to ſeelk him in the 
mid{ of all his Troops, and decide all diflerences 
with him by an encounter, to which he belicv'd him- 
{elf obliged by honour, and by intereſt ; but in the 


end the conſideration of his love itrangled this | 


thoucht, and made him take that opportunity to de- 
liver his Princeſſe, not doubting but he ſhould find 


occaſions enough of fight with Alexander, whereas | 
perchance he might never light of ſuch another, of 


oiving that relief to her he lov'd, which he aTured 
himſelf ſhe expected from him : This confideration 
having carried 1t from his former, he turn'd to- 
ward thoſe that accompanied him, and looking upon 
them with an eycable to infuſe courage into them, if 
they had wanted it ; © My friends, ( fad he) to day 
cit is, that we ſhall gain a reputation, which will 
< neverdie in the memory of men, and that we ſhall 
© do a ſervice to Darius, which will be more conſ1- 
Eqerable to him, than the conſervation of his Do- 
©minions ; I ſhov!! not have undertaken this exploit 
< with ſo ſmall a number, ifI were not well acquaint- 
© ed with your valour, and with the intereſt that moſt 
* of you have in the ſucceſs of this enterpriſe, Some 
© of you mult fight to day for the deliverance of your 
*Qyeen, and Princeſſes, and ſome for the liberty of 
© your fathers, wives and children, who are priſon- 
© ers with them ; but all for your own honours, and 
©the ſervice of your King ; Let us fall on therefore 
© (my dear companions) with confidence, and fight 
© 64llantly,, or elſe die gloriouſly with me who will 
* not refuſe to loſe my life in your quarrel. 

After theſe few words, he flew lik an Eagle upon 
thoſe that guarded the priſoners, cloſely ſeconded 


by his party with cries which ſtruck a terronur in_ 


them, and gave vs much facility in the victory. They 
that accompanicd us, were indced the flower of the 
whole Army ; and that day they ſhewed ſo remark- 
able proofs of it, that my Prince repented not the 
choice he had made of them, and redoubling his 
hopes by the brave actions he ſaw them doe, he for- 
ced the firlt guards without difliculty ; and breaking 
through thoſe that made any refiltance, with a ſud- 
denneſs that is not to be imagined, he in a moment 
covered the whole Field with dead and dying bodics. 
Aſſoon as there began to be a confuſſion among the 
Macedonians, the priſoners roſe up with a great 
ſhout, aud crying liberty, came and offered them- 
ſelves to our men, who taking off their bands, arm'd 
them with the weapons of their enemies, and ſtirring 
them up by their example to fight for their own liber- 
ty, encreaſed our party by alms7 the half ; this ad- 
attion of ſtrength abſolutely defeated the Macedoni- 
ans, and my Maſter charging the fiirmeit Squadrons 
with an extraordinary fury, put them all to the 
. dword, andin a ſhort time made himſelf a free paſ- 
lage tothe Tents of the Queen and Princeſſes. 

_ Here Lyſnachn, interrupting Araxes, you had 
time enough ( ſaid he ) todoe it, and the Kings refu- 
falto ſuccour thoſe you had defeated, gave you all 
the leiſure and convenicncy you could defire; He 
had already made Darins his firit Battalions face a- 
bout, and was eager ia the proſecntion of his Victo- 
ry, when Polydamas came to him from Parmenio, to 
tell him thoſe that guarded the priſoners, and the bag- 
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gage were routed, and to advertiſe him of the danger 
of loſing them, unleſs he ſent ſome ſpeedy relief, 

TheKing turning towards us that were about him, 
Parienio (ſaid he) has loſt his wits fo day, and does 
not con{ider that if we conquer, we ſhall not only re- 
cover our own baggage, whoſe loſſe he fears, but 
alſo make our ſelves Maſters of the Enemies ; and 
that if wedie, we ſhall ſtand in necd of neither. With 
this anſwer he ſent back Polydamas, and would not 
ſufler any body to ſtir, till the battel was abſolutely 
won, and that having long purſued Darizs, he had 
loft all hope of overtaking him; Then he began to 
think of Parmenio*s meſſage, and to march againſt 
you ; but 1t was ſo long firit, that I have often ad- 
mired, why you made fo little uſe of your Victory, 
and employcd the time fo ill, whereof you had as 
much as you could with, 

Learn then the cauſe of it, ( ſaid Araxes, going 
on with his relation )) and with it the ſad adventure 
oi my poor Matter; as ſoon as he had forced the 
paſſage he deſired, and that having no more 
enemies to oppoſe him, he came covered with duſt 
and blood unto Syſigarbiſes Tent, he alighted from 
his hore, and entred with his Sword in his hand, at- 
tended by a few of us, leaving the relt round about in 
a condition to make defence againit the relief that 
might b: ſent, When the Ladies ſaw him come in, 
looking almolt in the ſame manner he did the firſt 
time they ſaw him, they were a little troubled ; bur 
ſeeing him addreſs himſelf to.them with reſpe&,they 
began tobe re-afſured, eſpecially when my Maſter 
turning towards the Queen, adam, ( ſaid he) 
you are free, by the aſſiStance of the Goas, let's not 
loſe time intalk ; but if you pleaſe maze haſt to tay hold 
cf this good fortune 5 baving ſaid ſo, he took off 
his Cath, and made himſclf known to the whole com- 
pany. | 

The Queen who had received his words with a 
moderation worthy of her, and had ſhewed no ſignof 
joy unbeſeeming her gravity, look'd alſo more cold- 
ly upon him than ſhe was wont : My Prince not be- 
ing able to divine the cauſe, and aſcribing it only to 
the ſurpriſal of her mind, after having madean obey- 
ſance ſuitable to her quality,. went to caſt himſelf at 
his Princeſſes feet, and embraced her knees in an in- 
conceivable extaſie ; But ſhe having beheld him a 
while with an eye of diſpleaſure and indignation, 
turn'd away ner face from him of a ſudden; and free- 
ing her ſelf roughly out of his hands, broke away to 
the other ſide of the Tent, leaving him in a confuſion 
that can hardly be imagined, much lefle expreſs'd; 
yet the neceſſity of the time made him riſe up; and' 
looking round abont, he ſaw all their countenances 
ſo cold to him, that he himſelf became more cold 
than marble ; and not being able to gueſſe the reaſon 
of his misforttne, O Gods (cryed he) what ſtrange 
adventure ts this ? than conſidering his Princeſs, who 
ſate in a Chair not deignins to regard him, and the 
reſt of the Ladies in a profound fitence, he was as . 
much amazed as if he lad been faln from the Clouds 
yet taking alittle courage, and kneeling dovn again 
before his Princeſs; Zf:dam, ( ſaid he ) have you 
quite forgotten me, or doe yort in your preſent trouble 
take we for a Wacedonian ? The Princeſs at ' this 
broke ſilence, and not fo much 2s turnins her 
eyes toward him, 7c, ( anſwered ſhe ) b=r for 4 
Scythian, ad by conſequence for a more ernel Enemy 
than any Macedonian, Thoveh this word was 4 
thunderbolt to my poor Prince, vet did he frxive to 
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kerp up kis courage in the need he had of it ; and 
looking upotiher with an eye able to have baniſh'd ail 
her anger, if ſhe had vouchſafed to conſider him ; 
« Madam, ( /a:zd be ) this is nota fit ſeaſon to make 
Q trial of me, I think the reality of my affection is not 
& unknown to you ; and though you ſhould have jult 
@ occaſion to reproach me, bt ought to take a more 
<& convenienttime, and employ this in perfecting that 
& liberty which the favour of the Gods, and this af- 
& fiftance of your ſervants have procured you : Sta- 
tira then darting an angry look at him, and repreſſing 
ſome ſighs, which would not ſuffer her words to 
come ſmoothly forth ; ** It is not by thy aſſiitance 
<« C ſaid ſhe) thatl will ke free, and I ſhall always 
<« prefer Captivity, nay, death it ſelf, before a li- 
&© berty I ſhould receive from thee. If D.rizs be 
&« Conqueror, I ſhall be free without thee ; and if he 
& be conquered, 1 had rather follow his fortune, 
& then be bcho'ding tothe relief of our molt mortal 
«enemy. 

My Prince hearkened to theſe words more then 
half dead ; and the Princeſs not ſtirring from her 
Chair, after ſhe had wiped away ſome tears which 
fell, whether ſhe would or no continued on this man- 
ner: © Art thou return'd then perjurced man? and 
& has the Truce between our Fathers made thee take 
* up thoſe thoughts again , which thou hait loſt ? 
« Nay, rather beins but half ſatisfied, thou comeit 
& back to compleat thy Treachcry, and to overwhelm 
<« a family by thy laſt perfidiouſneſs, which is already 
& too near its ruine ; but go thy way diſloyal man, 
<« leave her now at quict, waom the change of her 
© condition, and the misfortunes of her houſe, have 
&< made thee baſely to forſake ; I am not ſo abandon- 
«<edby the Gods, but th.t I may fince as good a for- 
«tune; Aicxarnter loves me, and though 1 cannot 
«love hi:n, I will give my ſelf to him, to puniſh this 
<« heart of the fault, which thou madeſt it to com- 
< mit. Get thee gone from before me for ever, and 
© free me for ever from the ſight of an enemy; that 
© hath ſo mortally oftended me, and uſed me fo un- 
&« worthily. 

My Prince who was till upon his knee, and 
hearkencdto her quite beſides himſelf, could not for- 
bear interrupting her at theſe words. I, Madam ? 
& (cryed he ) have I mortally offended you, and uſed 
«< you unworthily ? Yes, prefidious man, ( replyc{ 
<« the Princeſs ) thou thy ſelf, and for Gods ſake 
< ſpeak not one word in a juſtification which 1s deadly 


<tome, and indifferent to thee ; I have proofs of it, 


& which thou neither canit, nor would(t gainſay,and 
© thy guilty conſcience docs ſufficieatly reproach thy 
*© crimes ; but if the memory of Artraxerxes had 
<& ever any power with thee, I conjure thee by the 
& remeinbrance of him, and by thoſe Gods whom 
<« thou hait ſo often invoked, in the falſhood of thoſe 
© Oaths that have abuſed me, leave mc to bewail my 
<« fault inguiet,forſake this hated Countrey for cver, 
« where thou haſt been but too long to my unhap- 
© pineſs, and never preſent thy ſelf again before her, 
*© who cannot behold thee but as a dreadful object. 
When ſhe had ſaid thus, ſhe roſe up from her ſeat, 
and notwith{tandins all my Maſter would have al- 
lcadgcd for his juſtificat.on, ſhe would neither hear 
him, nor fo much as look upon him. He was fo 
deeply touch'd with ſo unexpected an accident, and 
with fo unforeſeen 2 change, that he was like inftant- 
ly to have died with grief ; and ſeeing that death was 
not quick enough in ſeconding his defire, he turn'd 
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the point of his Sword againſt his breaſt ; but then 
conſidering the undeſervedneſs of that uſage receiy. 
ced,from a perſon to whom he had given ſo many,and 
ſo gallant proofs of his love, for whom he had done 
ſo many remarkable actions, ard whom he had ſo of. 
ten obliged, with the hazard of his own life, and 
the lives of his Fathers ſubjects,which he had ſacri- 
ficed for her ſake, he reſoly'd to, fall more nobly; 
and riſing up of a ſudden, after hc had look'd a while 
upon her with an eye that ſparkled with love and in- 
dignation both together,*It is truc;(ſaid he)Madam, 
* I am treacherous,unworthy,and difloyal,but if I be, 
*'tisto my Father,and my King,to my Kindred & m 

©Countrey, whoml have betrayed, and forſaken for 
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* you and yours, and *tis by theſe treacheries, and. | 


* theſe diſloyalties, that] have often ſav'd both you, 
* andall your Family,from Captivity,from death, ard 
© from diſhonor ; *tis by theſe treacheries I have often 
©empricd all the blood of this miſerable body ; and 
© briefly, 'tis by theſe treacheries that I have ruined 
*my ſelf alone, while you and all your friends have 
© profited by them. 'l hefe arc all the reproaches1 
©can fear ; but this unworthineſs you accuſe me of, is 
© truely to be found in your ſelf ; you feign that 
<forſake you in your misfortunes, that you may 
© thereby takea pretence to forſake me, when I had 
<already delivered you out of the hands of that Fne- 
*my, whom you unworthily prefer before me: 
© That's the true baſeneſs indeea, it is this Conque- 
©rour has made you forget him, who furgot his kin- 
© dred, his citates, and himſelf, to do ſervices to you 
and yours, which neither you nor yours will ever 
© be able to requite : 1 leave you therefore for ever, 
© both to make place for one more happy, and to 
<free you, not from a dreadful object; but from an 
© object th.t would make you blufh for the ſalſeneſs 
*of your Oathcs, and would for ever reproach your 
* ingratitude and infidelity, Think no more of un- 
© fortunate Or00ndares, if you would have your con- 
©ſcience Le at reit; and | will keep my ſelf from 
© thinking of you, by my death which is very near ; 


- ©buta death, which I will {irive to accompany with 


C1, 


« that of the rival, for whom you have forſaken me. 
At theſe words putting on his Cask again, fo fc ri- 
ous,that none of us durit look him tn the face, he 
went out of the Tent without ſaluting any bodyJjult 
npon the time when we heard the noiſe of your 
Troops, and that Ana with part of your C:val- 
ry was already hard by. He leapt upon his horſe, 
and commanding the Trumpets to ſound a Charge, 
he ran to mect him with a firceneſs, I know not 
which way to expreſs, Aminias ſuitain'd his firſt 
blowsa while, but after he had reccived two or three 
wounds, ſecing his Troops cut in pieces by the va- 
lour of my Maiter, and thoſe that accompanied him, 
he turn'd his back, with thoſe he had left, and ran 
to ſeek a new ſupply. My Prince guided by his de- 
ſpair, purſued him till he ſaw the body of the Army 
appear, and Alexander himfelt at the head of all his 
Forces. Oroondatcs who knew him by his horſe, 
the richnefſe of his arms, and by the rank he held a- 
mons the reſt, ran upto him with a terrible cry, .and 
advancing above an hundred paces before us all, A- 
© lexander ( ſaid be, with atoud voice) I am he that 
*come from deſcating thy Troops, I am he that 
© wounded thee at the battel of 7ſſzz9, and Iam he to 
© whom thou ſince gavelt a life, which I come to loſe 
© here by thy hands: Pardon me this ingratitude, I 


© have loy'd thee as an enemy, but as a rival I cannot 
<\\;ffer 
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Book. V. 


« ſuffer thee to live; unleſſe _ takeſt away my life, 
c { taken Sratira fromme. 
| _ words he flew upon him like lightning, 
and the Troops being join'd, the ground was quickly 
covered with dead bodies on both fides. Alexander 
forbad his men to touch my Prince, deſiring to have 
the glory to conquer him without aſſiftance ; but 
they ſoon found the difficulty he would have, and 
therefore many of rhem falling upon him, parted 
them whether they would or no; and delivered the 
King from the danger which certainly threatned him 
in my Maſters fury. When he ſaw himſelf in ſpite 
of him, ſeparated from Alexanaer, he fell upon the 
firſt of thoſe that oppoſed him, and with his Sword 
open'd a way large enough to have ſaved himſelf, if 
he would have fled ; but being refolv'd to dye, he 
ruſh'din among the valianteſt of the Macedonians, 
with ſo much rage, and ſo little circumſpection, that 
in the end he received ſo many wounds, as made 
him tumble among the horſes feet, without any ap- 
pearance of life in him. I ſaw well that Alexander 
was diſpleaſed at this ation, but I notd-firing to live 
after my dear Maſter, crowded in fo far among the 
enemies, that after having received many wounds, 
[fell cloſe by him, and did all I could to embrace him 
dying, andto give him that laſt teſtimony of my at- 
fetion, inthe laſt moment of alite which I thought 
was at an end. But, Sir, the Thread of my Diſ- 
courſe has miſled me without queſtion, and made me 
tell youin a few words, a paſſage which wasnot un- 
known to you before. It is true, (faid Laſimachw) 
I was a witneſs of that action, where I ſaw the King 
in as violent gricf for him, as he had ever felt; and 
certainly your Maſter, who was not known to any 
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body, did ations that ſurpaſs the power of man : 
beſides the number of thoſe he ſlew, he ran Hephe- 
/#ion through the right arm, hurt Perdiccas in two 
ſeveralplaces, and overthrew Canos, and Menidas 
dangerouſly wounded ; 2ſ7en:d4as as: he fell, killd 
his hotſe under him, and he was ſurrounded by ſo 
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many others, that in the end he kept company with 


thoſe he had teaten down, Afﬀeer the Field was 
cleared, and all the Perſians defeated, the King com- 
manded Eumenes to make the body of that valiant 
Warriour be fought, and to render him the honour 
of burial as the greatneſs of his vertue deſerved; 
ſhed many tears for his loſſe, and ſpoke of him after 
with expreſſions that ſhewed he eſteemed him as a 
miraculous perſon ; but when my turn comes, I will 
tell you more of it. | 

Araxes would have proceeded in the relation of 
his Maſters ſtory, when Amt the Phyſitian came 
into the Chamber, givins Laſimachs notice that it 
was very late, and that Oroondates deſired very much 
to ſee him and to dine with him. LZyſimachus who 
adored him for the knowledge, which Araxes Diſ- 
courſe had given him of his vertue, got up, and ha- 
ving made himſelf ready, went into his Chamber, 
where he gave him the good morrow, and enquired 
after his health, with perfe& teſtimonies of affei- 
on. Oroonaates return'd his kind endearments in a 
moſt obliging way ; and a while after they had di- 
ned, Ly{imachius who was in great impatiency, in- , 
treated him to allow him alſo that afternoon to learn 
the reſt of the wonders of his life, and retiring with 
Arax-s into the Garden, they ſate down together, 
and the faithful Squire beginning again where he had 
left, continued his recital in theſe terms, 


T he End of the Fourth Book. 


CASSANDRA. | 


Fg p = 


BOOK,V. 


Fter the defeat of our party, the 1Ma- 
cedonians diſarmed and itripp'd the 
dead bodics; I believe it. was that 
which made me come to my ſelf, for 
when they had taken off my Head- 
piece, the freſh air reviv'd my: ſpirits, 

reſtored me my underſtanding : I no ſooner opened 

mine eyes, but I thought of my poor Maſter, and 
raiſing my ſelf up with a great deal of pain, I ſate 
looking on all ſides, and ſaw him Kill lie cloſe by me 
without any ſign of life. I caſt my arm yet once 
more about him,and groveling upon his face,l began 
to bewail his misfortune, as much as my weakneſs 


would permit me; while I was thus employed, I 


ſaw Exwmenes come, and a great many others with 


him : he ſought my Maſters body among the dead, 
according tothe order he had received from Alexan- 
der : and in the end, being in the place where it was, 
and ſeeing me alive, Canſt thou not tell me ( ſaid he) 
which is the body of the valiant man that commanded 
you, and who to day charged the King ſingle ſo cou- 
ragiouſly? That queſtion made me redouble my la- 
mentions, and hanging down my head again over 
his, I cryed out, *Ah / my Prince, my Prince : 
Theſe words were obſerved by Eumenes, and hav- 


ing asked me the ſame queſtion again, * Sir rr 
ene 
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*e whom you ſeek for is my Maſter : Thave never 

©forfaken him yet, nor will I leave him now, if you 

© have charity enough to make me be carried away 
© with him : I have waited on him during his life, and 

< I conjure you by a:l the Gods, not to ſeparate me 
< from him, but ſuffer me to follow him alſo to his 
E 5rave, Thy fidelity ( ſaid Eumenes,) deſerves an 
exceeding great reward : ſo caulingmy Prince to be 
laid upon a hand-barrow, he made me be put upon 
another ; and ſo both of us to be taken from among 
the dead. As they were going, one of thoſe that 
carried my Maſter, perceiv'd him ſtir a little, he 
preſently told Eumenes, who coming to the body 
and finding yet ſome warmthin it, © This man( /a:d 
<« be to them that accompanied him) 1s not quite dead, 
<« and I ſhould think I committed a great offence, if 
«<1 neglected the ſafety of ſo conſiderable a perſon : 
Do but judge, Sir, if theſe words were not welcome 
rome; Ilifted upmy head with joy, and addrefſing 
ſpeech to Eumenes, *Sir( ſaid I )it my Maſter have 
E* < any life in him, ſaveI beſeech you, for meer genc- 
< rolity, both the moſt vertuous man, anJ1 one of the 

< 5reateſt Princes inthe world. 

Eumenes having given car to what I ſaid, com- 
manded usto be carried into his Tent, and making 
us to be gotten to bed,caus'd our wounds to be look'd 
to with much care. The Phyſitians with many ſeve- 
ral experiments, brought my Maſter at lajt unto 
himſelf, and c6n{idering his wounds very attentively, 
they were long in doubt, whether there was any 
hope of good ſucceſs ; they believed that mine were 
curable, and began to uſe their endeavours for both 
with a greatdeal of charity. My Prince could hardly 
ſpeak all that day, nor the night following. 

The next morning, Eumenes being obliged to go 
after the King, who was already a great way off, in 
purſuit of Darizs, gave order to have us carried to 
Arbela; his ſervants obeyed him carefully, and 
having removed us gently to that little Town, put us 
into a good houſe, and recommending us unto the 
Maſter of it, gave him money to get us looked to ac- 
cording to the command they had received from Ez- 
-menes, Aﬀer their departure, our Hoſt ſeeing me in 
a better condition then my Prince, came and asked 
me his name ; but ſcarce he had learn'd it was the 
Prince of Scythia, whom he had ſeen paſſe by two 
daies before with Darius, when lifting up his hands 
to heaven, he praiſed the Gods for the occaſion they 
offered him, of doing his King yet ſome ſervice, in 
the help he might giveto one that was ſo dear to him; 
and from that time, moved by a hearty zeal, he ran 
to the Phyſitians, and Chirurgions of the Town, and 
beſought them to take care of my Princes ſafety, 
with words full of tenderneſs and afteftion, Thoſe 

ood men wrought upon by his prayers, and the 
Cotadge they had of us, employed all their art 
for our recovery, and not being ignorant in their pro- 
feſſion, after having long conſulted, they agreed in 
opinion, that if without inciſion they could get out 
the head of a Javelin which was in my.Maſters body, 
their remedies, with the aſſiſtance of the Gods, 
might ſave his life ; Thereupon they preſently fell to 
work about it, and by the help of their Inſtruments 
which they handled very skilfully, they in the end 
drew it out without any inciſion ; but with ſuch ex- 
ceſſive pain, that my Prince ſwooned many times, 
and was like to have died immediately, As ſoonas 
the Chirurgions had got it out, they dreſſed us with 
more ſatisfaction then before, and injoyned us reſt, + 
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©ver be but yours ? Are not you that ſame Sratira, i 


*ſame whoſe moſt deſerving brother I preſerv'd from 
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nefſe of mind, or that in effect, he in a generow 4 
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True it is indeed, he complained in tearms able 
have cleft the molt rocky hearts with pity, and ſhew. 7 
eda wonderfull contempt of his life, but he was not * 
ſo obſtinately bent to loſe it as the other time ; te” 
tore not off the plaiſters from his wounds, nor did he +. 
oppoſe the induſtry the Phyfitians uſed for his recs. 
very. It is certain that ſpite fortified kim very much * 
and that making reflexion upon all his ſervices, and&# 
upon Sratira's ingratitude, his reſentment ſtifled part 
of his ſorrow, and of his love, and made him almoſt 
repent of what he had done for her, and of the de 
figne he had had to die for fo ingratefull a perſon ; fr 
in the end after having examincd all the actions of hi 
life, he found them fo full of innocence, and of the E 
proofs ofa real afteCtion, that he could not attribute 
her change to any thing, but the inconſtancy of her 
humour, and to a meannefſe unworthy of her birth, ** 
which made her prefer an enemy, becauſe great andy 
victorious, before a Prince who had fo faithfully 
ſerved her, and to whom the was engaged by ſo many ## 
oaths, and ſo many oblipations ; He repaſſed in his 
thoughts all the progrcſſe of his love, full of ſo many ## 
memorable events, and of ſo many brave effects of 
his paſſion, and ſeeing all conclude ( againſt all the 
likelihood in the world ) in a perpetual baniſhment, 
he ſtoodin need of all his courage indeed, not to fink 
under ſo powerful an affliction; ſometimes when he 
was more ſharply tormented with theſe cruel re- is 
membrances, and that he call'd to minde the laſt # 
wordsof Sratira, which were too deeply ſetled there 
to be forgotten : ©Is it poſſible, ſaid he, Sratirs, 
©that it ſhould be you your ſelf, who pronounced this 
© crueHentence of my baniſhment ? you, I ſay, who #7 
© had ſo many waies teltified unto me that you loved # 
*me, and had by ſo many proteſtations - engaged #8 
©your ſelf that you would love me eternally - you 
© who had ſworn a thouſand times that you would 
©never be but mine, and who by a thouſand prodts 


© of my affection were moſt aſſur2d that I would ne- 


* whom I fav'd from the violence of the Scyrhians, the SY 


« death and impriſonment : ſhe for whom I forſook b 
©*my Father and my Countrey, for whom [diſguiſed #7 
© my quality, and expoſed my ſelf to numberleſs dat [3 
©sers, inthe midſt of my greateſt enemies, ſhe for 
* whom I fought againit mine own Father and my 
King, and received wounds that brought me ſo ne? 

© unto i 
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c rave, ſhe whoſe Father I reſcued from ſo 
6 CR, with the perilof my life, ſhe for whom 
«(ſuffered the captivity of Artaban, Parmenio, and 
© Alexander, for whom | relifted the affections of 
< the fair Roxana, for whom I laid aſide all conſidera- 
<tion that I was the ſon ofa great King, to become a 
© poor contemptible Gardner 3 and ſhe, that very 
< the, whom but a moment before my ruine I with the 
© price of my blood had ranſom'd from the bondage 
© of Alexander? Yes, youare the ſame, nay more, 
« you are alſo the very ſame who after ſuch power- 
« full obligations, has had the heart to ſay, Gee thee 
Eoone from before me diſloyal man, and delruer me for 
Cever from the ſight of my moſt mortal enemy : Yes 
<Statira, 1 am your enemy, and all theſe aCtions 
« which I now reproach you with are indeed the acti- 
© ons of an enemy z but it you give that name tome, 
e whom will you call your friends? From which of 
«your belt and neareit Friends have you received 
c better offices, then from this enemy ? ls it from that 
< Alexander whom you prefer before me and for 
£ whom you forſake me ? Has he left his Eitates to 
<ſerve you ? has he often ſaved the life, the honour, 
<and the liberty of both you and yours? Outrages 
(then, and mortal injuries paſs with you inſtead of 
« obligations ; and ſervices of the nature of mine, are 
< accounted unpardonable offences, He that has de- 
« ſtroy'd your Countrey, burnt your Towns, ſlain 
£your jubjects, diſpoſſes'd your Father of his Do- 
< minions, and perchance by this time of his lite, he 
< that hath kept,and doth keep, your ſelfand all your 
family in a cruel Captivity, has without quelition 
< both us'd you well, and done you very good ſervice, 
&£ and I am he that hath us'd you unworthily and mor- 

© tally offended you. Alexander loves me, ſay.you, 
< and I will give my ſelfto him; you make him a pre- 
<ſent ; which he has highly deſerv'd indeed, it is a 
© recompence due to the infinite ſervices he hath ren. 
* dred you, and you know his affection to you, by 
© many gallant proofs, and by a number of great ob- 
* ligations 3 nay, rather ſay with more truth, Alex- 

© zxder is Maſter of all Aſia, and ofa good part of 
© Europe, and [am baſely ambitious and inconitant, 

which makes me change with the face of fortune, 

<and ſcorn any thing under the Conqueror of the 

© world, Oroonaates loves me indeed, Oroondates 

<hath done me ſervice ; but Oroondates 1s without 
© power in his Fathers Dominions, and perchance is 

© hated and caſt off by him for having lov d me: 1 

© will therefore follow the better of theſe two condi- 

©tions, and forſake him that loves me, ſince he is un- 

© fortunate, for him that loves me not, ſince he. is 

© great, happy and victorious. *Tis thus you reaſon 
* with your ſelf, Sratira, and 'tis thus that from 

* hence forward 1 will reaſon with my ſelf; I will for- 
ſake Sratira, not becauſe ſhe is unfortunate, not be- 
©*cauſe her Father is diſpoſſeſs'd of his Dominions, 
©not becauſe ſhe is Alexanders Captive, but becauſe 
©ſhe has not an heart worthy of her birth, becauſe ſhe 
©is baſe, becauſe ſhe is faithleſs, You may well 

© pardon me theſe words, Sratzra, ſince you have fo 
tealily pardoned him whom you now love, all the 
© miſeries you have ſuffered by him, and that you can 
©ſoquickly forget both injuries and ſervices. 

He wouldoften ſay many other things, which all 
ended in the defign of forgetting ſo ungrateful, and ſo 
unconſtant a woman, and of leaving Perſia for ever, 
to return into his own Country, and there to reco- 
ver that repoſe which he had voluntarity loſt, for ſo 
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' many years Afſoon as I ſaw him in that minde, Ien- 


71 


deavoured to confirm him in it, by all the reaſons 1 
could alledge : ſometimes he would ſeem abſolute- 


| ly reſolv'd upon it ; Eut within an hour after, Srari- 


r4 appearing to his fancy more fair, and more charm-_ 
ing then ever, took away all thoſe former reſolu- 
tions : andI perceiv'd againſt my will, that he would 
have a mighty difficulty to free himſelf ot a paſſion, 
that was like to laſt as long as his life, Yet he having 
a wonderſul great courage, his indignation wrought 
« powerfully upon him, and ſeeing himſelf driven a- 
© way with ſo much diſdain, by a perſon whom he 
© thought he had fo dearly bought, and ſo well deſer- 
© ved, he madea conquelt over his paſſion, worthy 
© of him, and diſpoſed himſelf in the end not to love 
her any more, for he was not able to pull up a ſo 

deeply rooted affection; but at leaft to obey her, in 

depriving himſelf for ever of her ſight. Inthe mean 

time the Chirurgeons laboured effectually in our 

cure; and withina little time they no longer doubted 

of my maſters recovery. But the uſage he had re- 

ceived from Darzus his daughter hindred him not 

from thinking upon her father whom he truly lov'd, 

and whoſe misfortunes he lamented withas much ſor- 

row as his own; when he had often inquired news 

of him, he heard that he paſs'd through Arbela the 

ſame night after his defeat, yet that he ſaid there 

but a very little while, and that ſince he was gone in- 

to Media, with a deſign ſtill to levy new Forces, and 

to fight as long as he had a man, ora drop of blood 

in his body : that Alexander had purſued him, with 

a reſolution to ſeek him, in what corner ſoever of his - 
Territories he could retire to, judging that the end 

or the continuance of the War confltch in his perſon 

a'one ; and that ſo long as Darius was alive, or at 

his liberty, he muſt not hope for any calm in the 

States he had uſurped from him ; and this was all we 

could learn at that time. 

I will not trouble you with telling how we paſs'd 
all the timethat our wounds forced us to ſtay at Ar- 
bela; it would be but tedious, and to no purpoſe z 
let it ſuffice if I tell you that they were ſo great, that 
notwithitanding all the care that was had of them 
we could not be in a condition to get on horſeback in 
four whole moneths : true it is, that my Maſters 
grief did much retard his cure, and made him relapſe 
twice or thrice, very dangerouſly, in the apprehen- 
ſion of thoſe that had us in hand ; yet atlaſt he mend- 
ed reaſonably well : and though his aflitions, rather 
than his wounds, had made his face hardly to be 
known, hein the cnd grew able to endure a journey. 
But when we were preparing to depart, we heard 
very doleful cries through the whole Town, and ſaw 
our Hoſt come in with tears in hiseyes, and geſtures 
ofa manin very greatſorrow, Ab! Sir, ( ſaid he 
to my Prince as he entred into the Chamber) what 
woful news do I bring you? Poor Darius our good 
Kirg has ended his life by the treachery of his own ſub- 
jects, andhad no other comfort tn his death, bnt what - 
his fpirit may receive by having been bewailed of Alex- 
ander. '\ 

Theſe words were like a thunder-ftroak unto my 
Maſter, and\though his own difaiters had in probabi- 
lity left him but ſmall ſenſe of anothers misfortune, 
yet was he touch'd to hear this loſs, that 
our Hoſt, and all that were preſent, thought he 
would have died with grief. I will not repeat all his 
complaints, he madeno fewer for him, than for 4r- 
taxcrxes, and for two whole days he would not ſuffer 
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any body to ſpeak that came to comfort him; the | 


third day being a little ſetled by the remembrance of 
his own miſeries, he permitted our Hoſt to make 
him the relation ina few words, of what he had heard 
concerning the death of that poor Prince, which he 
did on this manner, 
Sir ( faid he) our good King being come to Ecba- 
tana, the Capital Ciry of Media, where be was often 
wont to make his abode in the Summer time, found 
himſelf deſtitute of all his Forces except thirty thou- 
ſand Foor, whereof four thouſattd were Grecians uz- 
der 'the command of Patro ; and three or four thou- 
ſand BaEtrian horſe commanded by the diſloyal Beflus ; 
having made ſome ſtay in that Town, be heard there 
how Alexander had already made himſelf Maſter of 
Babylon, by the means of Mazcus wyo delivered 
that place, the Province, his children, and himſelf 
into his hands without reſiſtance; that Abulites G'o- 
vernour of Suſa, and Tyridates Governonr of Perle- 
polis, had followed Mazeus his example, and that 
without drawing Sword, he had gotten all that Conn- 
try in leſs time, than he could well have ſeenit , and 
that he was coming with very long Marches toward 
him, being not very far off already. The King at 
this news reſolu'dto fly no farther, but to try his for- 
zune for the laſt time, and to die honourably if he 
were Conquered : with this deſton be took the Field a- 
gain to meet him, and holding a Conncel with Artaba- 
Zus,Beſſus, Narbazanes, and thoſe othcr Commanders 
that yet remained with him, concerning what was beſt 
' for him to do, Narbazanes had the tmpudence to ad- 
w3ſc him to depoſite the Empire for ſome time into Bel- 
ſus his hands, under whom Fortune would perhaps 
chanze ber countenance, 
The King was ſo offended at this motion, that 
drawing his Sword, he would have kill'd that inſolent 
fellow, if he had not been hindred by thoſe that were 
preſent : The Conſpirators ſeeing their evil deſign 
diſcovered, reſolv'd to put it in execytion, and for 
that purpoſe ſecretly ſeducins the hearts of the Suldi- 
ers already weary with ſolong ſufferings, they drew 

them all !1nto their party. 
<« Patro who commanded the Grecians, had ſome 

& information of what was plotting, and being truly 
« senerous and faithful he earneſtly beſcech'd the 

- King to receive him and his men for the guard of 

<« his perſon, and in a few words laid open to him the 

«conſpiracy of the Traitors ; the good King hoping 

<« no more for any ſafety after ſo many loſſes, or not 

« deſiring to live any longer, after he was forſaken 

« by all his ſoldiers, gu him kind thanks for his ad- 

<« yertiſement and offer, but made no uſe of cither ; 
cc and being that night retired into his Tent, with 
< his ordinary Guards, he ſaw himſelf abandoned by 
<« all except only Arrabaz, and ſome few Eunuchs, 
<« As ſoon as he plainly perceiv'd his misfortune, he 

«oave Artabaziza parting embrace, and praying 

«the Gods to recompence his fidelity, he conjured 

<& him with the moſt prevailing words he could de- 
<«yife, to g0 away from him, and from thenceforth 
<follow a better fortune : but when he ſaw Artaba- 

& 245 would not obey him, he made him be pull'd a- 

<« way by force, and conſtrained him whether he 

«would or no to take his way towards Parthia ; 

& After his departure he diſmiſs*'d his Eunuchs, re- 

<« warding them as well as he was able in his pre 

«& ſent condition, Go, ( ſaid he to them ) think, of 


your ſafety, and tye your ſelves no lonyer to the fortnne 
of a Maſter that mu#t ae very ſhortly, but had ra- 
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ther die by the crime of another, than by his own, {.. 

<« Preſently after Beſſus, and Narbazanes came jy 
* and withoutfany reſpect ſhackling him in manacleg 
© of Gold, they made him be put by force inty 
© an ill-favoured Chariot covered with Skins, 
<« drawn by unknown horſes, and driven by menin 
«an unknown livery, carrying him many days ij 
«that manner ; ſo that no body knew what was be. 
« come of him ; but when they heard that Alexander 
*<was at their heels, they ran to the Chariot and * 
« commanded the Kg to get on horſeback, to ſave #7 
« himſelf with them out of Alexanders hands ; but #7 
« the good Prince preferring any other condition be- 
& fore the company of thoſe Traitors, refuſed what & 
& they would have had him do, with ſo much con- 


{« ſtancy and reſolution, that thoſe Monſters exaſpe. #7 


& rated by his reſiſtance, and fruſtrated of all hope #** 
« of making good conditions with Alexander by deli- 7 
«yering him up, wounded him mortally in divers | 
<« places, and cutting the hamitrings of the Chariot- © 
<« horſes, ſaved themſelves by flight.. Within a little 
< while after, a 2/acedonian named Pelyſtrarzes run- Wi 


« ning to a Fountain, found the good King in the 
« the pangs of death ;* and having known. him by his ## 


* own diſcovery, he gave him water at his entreaty #7 


«and good Darin taking it very kindly from him, 


Thy (ſaid he) zs the lat of my misfortunes, that © 
having receiv'd this courteſie, I have not the ability vhs 
to requite it ; but Alexander ſhall recompence thee for 7 
it, and the Gods him, for bis noble uſage of my ma: © 
ther, wife, andchildren, fe 
. © At theſe words he took him by the hand, and 
« defiring him that he would give it unto Alexander 


'© on. his behalf, he ycilded up the laſt breath of a life FE | 


« which deſerved a more fortunate end. Preſently Nees 


-, - 


« after Alexander himſelf came thither ; and Poly/{ra- 8 
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* tz having told him what he had ſaid, he ſhed ma- {+ 
«ny tears upon his body, and covering it with his 77? 
« own Cloak, ſent it to Queen Syſigambts, to ren: £2 
* der him the honours of burial, _— 

This ſad Relation did ſoftrongly renue my Ma- 
ſters grief, that he was much harder to be comforted 


than before, -and for tive or ſix days he gave us cauſe 


to fear he would full back into a worfe condition than | 
that he hadnewly recovered ; but in the end beinga WW 
little ſettled, we took leave of ourHoſt;and though we 
had loſt all our baggage, I had yet ſome few Jewels 

ſewed up in that. remainder of my cloaths the Mace: 
donians had left me ; by this means my Maſter re- 
compenccd thoſe that had done him ſervice ; and hav- 
ins boughtarmsand horſes we departed from 4r- 
bela juſt four moneths after the battel, vY, 
When we were onour way, he thought all objects 

in Perſia brought Sratira into his remembrance ; and 
deſiring to free himſelf from thoſe perſecutions, he re- 
ſoly'd to get out of it as ſoonas poſſibly he could, and 
for ever to forſake a Country wherein he had been 0- 
verwhelmed with all manner of loſſes and aflitions, 
This refletion madc him believe that all the miſeries 
he had felt, had been ſent him from Heaven as a pu- 
niſhment of the crime he had committed in leaving 
his Fathers party for a fooliſh conſideration of love ; 
and ſerving in his own perſon his moit mortal enemies | 
again{t him; which fault he repentcd as much as the 
violence of his affection would ſufter him ; and being 
willing to repair the trouble which he doubted not 
bat his abfence had cauſed in his friends, he deter- 
mined to return to them again, hopins that his abode 
in Pe7jia, and whar he had done for D274, was yet 
un- 
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Book. V. 
unknown tothem : Ask me not whether I confirm'd 
him in this deſire, and whether I was joyfu'l to go to 
receive the welcomes of my kindred, and to retire 
with him from thoſe continual diſaſters which had 
perſecuted us in Perſia, The reſolution being raken, 
we travelled through Media, and tnen entred into 
Baitria, after that we went into H:rcanta, and hav- 
in paſſed the Araxts came into the Aftarique Scy- 
th1a, through the Province of the Mnſſaveres, 


You know that Scythia is divided into two parts, | e \ | 
{ © that it is by his good counſels we have Been exſed 


one whereofis in Europe, and the other in 4ſza,they 
are ſeparated by the Mountain /mars, andare both 
ſubjet to King Lathes, who makes his abode at 
Ifſedon in Europe. You will diſpence with me, if 
(as I could) 1 relate not the particularities of our 
Voyage, in which we had no confiderable incounter; 
and beſides, the recital of them would be fo long, 
that I h:d better tell you only matters of more im- 
portance, and not trouble you with accident; of ſo 
little conſequence, I will only ſay, that my Prince 
was ordinarily ſo ſad, ard ſo weakned, and altered 
with his aflictions ; that I my ſelf ſhould hardly have 
known him, and I was almo{t out of hope of being 
able to bring him ſo far as /ſedor. 


Mount /m4:z, and entred into Errope, where in the 
firſt Village we came at, my Prince defired to inform 
himſelf a little of the ſtate of the Kinglome ; and in- 
quiring of our Hoſt, as a ſtranger moved with curio- 


lity, he got him to tell him all he knew concerning 

| love ſwallowed all others, and rendred him unſenſi- 
; ble of any other care; we proſecuted onr voyage, 
i andafter many days journeys we in the end arrived at 


the Kins his Father, and the whole State. 
2 * Qur Kingdome ( ſaid the Ho!t ) thanks be to 
© the Gods, 15in very great tranquility, except ſome 
_ *Provinces far remote, which having riſen up in arms 
© not long fince, forced the King to fend an Army a- 
© 54in{t them under the Command of Arſaces, who 
< has already defeated them in two great battels. As 
@for Forreign Wars, we have not been moleſted 
& with any ſince the Truce with Perſza; and our King 
© keeps his neighbours in ſuch a fear of his power, 
© that they are content to enjoy their own Territories 
< peaceably, without attempting any thing againſt 
© his. Some two years fitice he married a ſecond 
© wife, whoſe name was S!ratorice, a Princeſs, but 
© his ſubject, and ſifter to Arſacomes Prince of the 
© Iſſedons. All the Kingdome blamed this Marriage, 
© ſo unequal both for age and quality ; and the leaſt 
© paſſionate were of opinion, that the King hearing 
©nonews of our Prince, and having beſides him no 
* other child by his former wife but the Princeſs Be- 
© renice, had a deſire to get a ſucceſſor to his Empires. 
© True it is, that the King ſeems to doat in his affecti- 
© on, and to pleaſe his new Queen, has as it were for- 
© got the care of his Dominions, repoſing all the 
*charge of them upon his brother in Law Arſacomes, 
© who governs with more liberty now that Ar/aces is 
© abſent. 
My Prince interrupting our Holt at theſe words, 
1 know Arſacomes well, ( ſaid he ) bur 1 cannot tell 
who that Arſaces is, of whom you have now made men- 
fron to we twice, ©It ishe ( replied the Hoſt) who 
© ſtands in competion with Arſacomes for. the firtt 
*place in our Kings favour ; but he diſputes it onely 
© by vertue, the other by the power of the Queen his 
ſiſter. 
* liberal, butthey that know A-ſaces do-publiſh won- 
"ders of him which I am not able to relate ; he is ei- 
* ther a Battrian, or a Parthizn by birth, and of 
*ſomelate years his been in the Court ; he came thi- 


After we had 
croſs'd through the 4fratique Scythia, we paſs'd | 
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' © ther at fir{t a private man and ſerv'd withoutname, 


* or offic: in our Armies burfince his vertue having 
© made it ſelf known in' many ſeveral encounters, he 
*was advanced inthe Court by Theodates : he at his 
* firſt coming in,did theKing ſome remarkable ſervice, 
* and being taken notice of as an extraordinary man, 
© he followed his affairs ſo well, that from ſtep to ſtep 
<heisriſen to ſuch a height of favour, that he hath no 
* equallin credit but Arſacowes. It is true indeed that 
©allthe world is pleaſed with his good fortyne, and 


 *many bnrthens which oppreſſed bs before. At this 


Not but that Arſacomes is truly valiant and | 


| 
; 


time he 1s abſent, as | have already told you, and 
© is gone to chaſtiſe the Taro Scyrhian, and Agatir- 
© ian Rebels, whom ſince his departure he has bea- 
©tenin two ſet battels ; and this isallT am able to tell 
© you concerning Arſzces, Arfacomes is now with 
©the King, and it is belicv'd that his favour has ſo 
© blinded him, that by the aſſiſtance he receives from 
*the Queen his ſiſter, he has not only rais'd his 
<©thoughts to the Princefſe Berenrice, but doth alfo 
© pretend unto her openly. Theſe are the paſſages we 
* can hear by thoſe that come from Court ; when you 
*come nearer toit you will learn other newes above 
© my capacity, and wherewith it would neither be 
©eafte nor ſeemly for me to entertain you. 

This was all we learn'd of our hoſt ; and my Prince 
who in another ſeaſon would perhaps have impati- 
ently born the marriage of his Father, was hardly ſo 
much as moved at it then, ſo far had the intereſt of his 


1ſjedon, where the King was at that time ; we paſs'd 
through the ſtreets without being known ofany body 
and entring into the Palace, my Prince went to do 
his duty to the King, who' was of eaſte accefs to all 
kind of perſons. He found him in the Garden, with the 
Queen, the Princeſs his ſiter, Ar/acomes, and ma- 
ny others ofthe chief of Scy:hia, and kneeling upon 
one knee before him, he kiſſed his hand with an 
exceeding great reſpect; the King knew him not at 
firlt, and asking his name many times, What Sir 
(ſaid my Prince, does not your Majeſty then know 
him to whom you gave his being ;, and is the face of 
your ſon Oroondates fo altered that you have loſt all 
the features of it ? Theſe words, and the tone of his 
voice, open 'd the cyes of all the company; andthey 
all having conſidered him with more attention then 
before, knew all the lincaments of his face, though 
his ſorrows had very much diſguiſed them. : 

I wasalſo obſerv'd by my friends, and the fight of 
me facilitated the knowing of my Mafter ; ſo unex- 
pected a return produced very different effects, and 
the King being retired three or four ſteps extreamly 
ſurpriſed and aſtoniſhed, the Princeſſe Perenice's 
reſpect to him could not keep her from falling about 
her brothers neck, with ſo many tears of real joy, 
that he by them receiv'd a great teſtimony of her af- 
feftion toward him; he repaid her embraces with 
the ſame tendernefle, and being in the end got loofe 
from her, to receive thoſe he expected from his Fa- 
ther ; he was in a great amaze to ſee him change co- 
four twice or thrice, and initead of affectionate wel- 
comes, to hear him ſpeak thete words, © What 
( ſaid be, darting a furiomn look, at him) are you then 
© Orcondates, not my ſon Oroondates, but Oraonda- 
© zes the cruelle{ of ail my (enemies? art thou that 
< unnatural ſon, who baſcly ſorſook the Party of = 

| ba 


78 
< of his Father and his King, and who going over to 
<the Enemy, fought with his own hand againlt an 
© Army where I was in perſon, kill'd my mo!t faith- 
< ful Subjects almo{t before mine own eyes, and per- 
< chance ſought out me my ſelf to embrew his Parri- 
< cide hands inthe blood of him to whom he owes his 
< birth ? He thar ha's ſpent whole years in the Court, 
£ and in the ſervice of my irreconcileable Enemy, 
< while I was oppreſs'd with Domeſtick Wars, and 
© who ha's ſought his alliance with abaſements unwor- 
© thy of his quality, while he in the interim laboured 
© my deſtruction f 

| My Prince was ſo confounded at theſe reproaches, 
that he was not able to ſpeak to him of a long time ; 
he was not at all prepared for that reception, not be- 
lieving his Father ſo well inſtructed in the paſſages of 
his life ; and having nothing to reply again the truth 
of what he ſaid, he wasa great while itudying what 
anſwer he ſhould make ; but inthe end lifting up his 
head, and looking upon him with an eye able to have 
made him relent, © Sir ( ſaid he )itts true, Love hath 
made me to commit follies, which one that were not 
a Father, anda very good Father, would not eaſily 
© pardon; but Sir, belides my repentance of them 
<£ which I come to teitifie at your feet, and the ſub- 
£ miſhon wherewith I came to expoſe my ſelf to all 
© th2 puniſhments I have deſerved, [ have ſuffered ſo 
© cruel a pennance, that your juſt anger would not 
have enjoyned me ſo ſharp none. 

The King no way mollityed by theſe words: © No, 
© perfidious wretch, ( /a:4 he) think not to ſoften 
©me by a forc'd ſubmiſſion ; thou did{t not beiieve I 
© had been ſo well acquainted with thy crimes, but 
© thou ſhalt receive a puniſhment for them which ſh. 
£ ſerve from hence forth for an example to all unnatu- 
©ral children, and Farricides like thy ſelf; take a- 
© way this ingratefull ſon from before me ( continued 
© he, turning toward the Captain of his Guard) and 
© [et him be carried to the Caſtle of Sercy, wee'll firſt 
©take order for his ſecurity, and then conſider what 
© kind of puniſhment is due to him. At this ſentence 
my Prince aroſe from before him, and believing he 
had fatisfide what he owed unto his Father, he was ſo 
diſpleaſed with him for ſo inhumane an uſage after ſo 
long an abſence, that he deigned not to ſay one word 
to him in his juſtification; but followed the Caprain of 
the Guard, after he had only demanded that I might 
not be taken from him. 

We were brought to the Caſtle of Sercy, not far 
diſtant from the Town; it is a very ſtrong place, 
deſtin'd for the impriſonment of Princes, and furniſh- 
ed with all things neceſſary for recreation, as a fine 
Garden, a fair Park, and all other ornaments that 
can befit a Royal Palace. We were ſhut up and 
kept there two whole years, without being able to 
pacifie the Kings anger. He was ſerved accordin 
to his quality, but ſo ſtrictly guarded, that all hope 
of _ was forbidden him : True it is he laboured 
not at all for it, nor ever made any attempt to eſcape, 
or ſo much as ever got the King to be ſpoken to for 
his enlargement, I believe the Princeſſe his Siſter, 
and all vertuous perſons ſollicited it with much in- 
duſtry ; but the power of the Queen his Mother in 
Law, to whom his death, orat leaſt his captivity was 
very important, was ſo great over the Kings will, 
that herconſideration alone ſtrangled all the good mo- 

tions which nature, and the counſell of impartial 
friends could work in him ; we believed indeed that 
the impreſſion ſhe gave him made him perſiſt till in 
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that diſpleaſure, and that as long as ſhe had credit 
with the King, ſhe would oppoſe my Maſters liber. 
ty; but beſides that, we knew his nature flow to be 
angred, bur much ſlower to be reconciled. As loy 

as Darius was alive ( ſaid he to thoſe that ſpoke in 
favour of him ) we ſaw himnor, not ſhould we ſce hin 


| ow if his Fortune were yet on foot, aud I will 


make him knoyg, that we could have ſpared the ſeghr of 
him ſtill, 7 


In the mean time my Maſter, to whom neither #7 
his liberty, nor the pleaſures he might have enjoyed #7 
in the Court, were at all conſiderable, endured his 
Impriſonment very patiently, and found a much #% 
greater quiet in it, then he had done in the throng of #7 
affairs, and in the converſation of the world : his * 
mind was now become ſo out of love with ordinary F*# 
diverſions, that nothing but ſolitarineſſe alone could ; © 
pleaſe him : and in that humour, © Araxes ( would F# 
he ſay to me ſometimes ) if the King knew how-gentle Þ** 
a puniſhment this reſtraint is, he would without 
© queſtion ſet me at liberty, and would not ſuffer me #* 
* to enjoy a tranquility wherein I taſte ſome ſweet. #7 
©neſſe, but rather would precipitate me into thoſe ®*: 
© innumerable misfortunes which I have but roo much #77! 
« feltalready. It were of great importance to me to 37 
© ſee fome Scythian faces, after having fo long ſeen, 7 
© and loſt the ſight of my fair, and faithlefſe Srarira; bt 


*and I might by their help recover, what her infideli- 
© ty ha's made me loſe, ' hat which is moſt lovely a. 


© mong them, ha's ſome reſemblance of what is moſt 
< imperfect in her ; and the converſation of Scyrhians F777 
« would be wonderfnll delightfull to me after that of &* 
Invent , thou King of 
© Scythia, ancther kind of chaftiſement for him who is #7: 
©no longer in an eitate to receive any addition to his #* 
« oriefs by all thy cruelties ; Fortune ha's done what 7:7 
© the could againſt me, and my ſoul ha's no free place © 


© Darizs and Artaxerxes, 


c left for thee to afflict. 

He often entertain'd me with theſe and the like diſ: 
courſes, and led alife that made me wonder a thou- 
ſand times how he could out laſt ſo many days : but 


the Gods whoſe wrath was not appeaſed, and who 
deſtin'd him yet to ſharper forrows, and to his laſt 
loſſes, were pleaſed to prolong the courſe of them, 


leſt they ſhould loſe the ordinary ſubject of their cru: 
elties, No body was ſuffered to come into the Caſtle 
tous, and of all that begg'd itof the King, only the 


Princeſs Berenice obtain'd permiſſion to ſee her bro- 


ther twice intwo years of his impriſonment ; but 
both times with ſuch vigilant witneſſes which were 
ſet on purpoſe, that ſhe could never ſpeak one word 


Part. [: 


to him alone, though ſhe expreſs'd a wonderfull de- - | 
fire of it, and requeited it with great importunity. 
The Prince her brother who lov'd her dearly, was i 


extreamly troubled at it, and entreated her to pro: #. 


cure a greater liberty to viſit him ; if it were poſſible, X 
In the mean time he waſted himſelf daily by his ſad- | 


neſſe, and with drawing into the moſt remote and ſo- 
litary places of the Park, plunged himſelf into fits of 
melancholy in which he ſometimes ſpent whole days. 
Then the Image of Sratira repreſenting it ſelf unto 
the eyes of his minde more beautifull, and more at- 
tractive then ever, made ail the reſolutions vaniſh 
which he had taken to forget her : ſometimes he 
fancied her in the ſame condition he had ſeenherin; 
when he received the firſt teſtimonies of her aftection, 


he found the ſame ſweetneſſe in her eyes, and heard Þ 
the ſame words wherewith ſhe drew him back almoſt } 
from his grave; he taſted ſome x leaſure as long a5 7 
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this thought poſſeſſed him ; but afſoon as it made 


way for another, and that inſtead of that gentle, 
weet, obliging Srarira, he ſaw a Sratire armd 


with wrath and thunder againtt him, he yet trembled 
with fear and was ready to die with ſorrow : and 1n 
both imaginations he ſfigh'd, as well for the miſeries 
he felt, as for the felicities he had loft, Z&cbold 
( would he ſay ſometunes) 4 youth gp well 
Sent, and ga/lant hopes brought into Woery fair ha- 
wen ; behold a happy ſucceſſe of ſo many labours, and 
a fortunate comuclujion of a tave grounded upon ſuch 
marucllous beginnings ;, it was exceeding neceſſary ro 
expoſe my ſulf to ſo many croſſes, and to ſo many aiſ- 
ajters, as this miſerable life bas beer perpetually toſs'd 
withall, to reap this brave,ths glorious recompence, 
O Statira, the beſt belov'd, and the moſt Faithleſs of 
all woman kind, bow generonſly you have dealt with 
me, and in how fit a ſeaſon, and how handſomely you 
have again taken up the thoughts of that ancient ha- 
rred of our Families; certainiy you have gain'd an in- 
finite glory by this Iaſt attion, aud have fairly re- 
weng'd the Perſians of thoſe loſſes they had heretofore 
received by the Scythians. O how happy art thou A- 
lexander, 10 have attain'd unto the end which T aſpi- 
red to by ways ſo contrary to thoſe I prattis'd, and to 
have won that by b/ood, by impriſonments, and by out- 
rages, which I have lo5+ by ſo much love, by ſo wich 
fide:ity, and by ſo many ſervices; and how well ſa- 
riefied art thou Roxana, to ſee thy Preaittions accom- 
pliſhed, and this ingratefull, this brutiſn, and this 
unciuil wan, puniſhed according to thy wiſh, with 4 
cbaſtiſement that was moſt juStly ane to him, 

Thoughts of this nature were his ordinary enter- 
tainments, and ſometimes lying along by the ſide of 
a Fountain whoſe ſource he often augmented with his 
tears, when the water ofit was a little ſetled from 
the trouble which their falling into it had cauſed, and 
that he could read the marks of his affliction in the al- 
teration of his face ; Were zt poſſible ( would he ſay) 
that Statira corld ſee me in this condition, touch'd 
with pity, and that ſhe could behold the chanze of wy 
countenance,and not have ſome remorſe for that of he 
own heart ? 

Theſe were all his paſtimes, and if he went ſome- 
times a hunting in the Park, where there was great 
ſtore of game, he was ſo inſenſible of the pleaſures 
which were wont formerly to divert him, that we 
judg'd in the end, . his diſcaſe was utterly incurable. 
He never enquircd after the affairs of the State, and 
had ſo given over all kind of other care except that of 
his grief, that he ſeem'd no longer to have any inte- 
reſt in the world. I Rtirr'd not out of the Caitle no 
more than he; andthough that leave was offer'd me, 
upon condition I would come in no more, I would 
not accept it, but perſever'd in the reſolution I had 
taken, to fix my ſelfinſeparably to the good or evil 
fortune of my Maſter ; he lamented my condition, 
and often ſaid to me, Araxes, be- no longer obſtinate 
to accompany wy deſtiny, it us ſo unfortunate that 
twill entangle thee in my deſtrultion;and I am ſo ſo. ry 
to ſee thee Spend thy youth in ſo unhappy an eſtate,that 
wy griefs do thereby receive a moſt ſenſible addition ; 
retire from me I prithee, and if 1 be not able as 1 
ought, and as I could wiſh, torequite the good ſer- 
vices I have received from thee ;, ſatisfie thy ſelf with 
my good deſires, and expett thy reward from the Gods 
who without doubt will not ſuffer thy fidelity to gv 
without arecompence. Theſe words drew tears out 
of my eyes, but not the defignout of my heart,which 
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I had ſettled in it never to forſake him while I liv. 
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ed, 

A year was already run out ſince the beginning of 

our impriſonment, when we learn'd by our Keep- 
ers thatthe Aſacedonians were entred Scythia under 
the command of Arimbas, and my Prince asked the 
Captain of our Guards what order the King took a- 
bout it; Sir, (anſwered he) x i but very few days 
ſince Arimbas Governonr of Aontus for Alexander, 
come unto our Frontiers with an Army of forty thou- 
Jand men, he bas done no ereat matters yet ; and as 
the King was thinking to raiſe Forces to ſend, or lead 
thither himſelf for the defence of his Countrty ; be 
heard that the valiant Arſaces was comins home vitto- 
71014 with bis, after having done ſuch aitions bf cou- 
rage, and good condutt avainſt his rebell Subjets, as 
ſurpaſs belief; The Newes made him change his De- 
ſegn, and inſtantly he difpatch'd a Meſſenger with 
all Speed unto Arſaces, ſending him Order to march 
with his whole Sirength againſ} the Macedonians, 
while he rais'd more to come, and joyn with him un- 
aer the command of Arfacomes ; every body hopes for 
a happy ſucceſs of this War by the valouwr, and good 
fortune of Arſaces ; and all the Kingdome pre- 
_ cneerfully, ro oppoſe this enemy of the whole 
earth, 

Do but ſee, Sir, how love, and grief, thoſe tws 
fatal and ruinous paſſions, had chang'd my Maſters 
mindas well as his body, and how they had divefted 
him of all his former inclinations, to leave no acceſs 
for any but themfelves, In former times he would 
have been extreamly moved at ſuch an occaſion, and 
would not have been able to endure his impriſon- 
ment, when it was needfull to take up arms for the 
deicnce of his Countrey, and that the King his Fa-. 
ther was fainto ground his hopes, and the proteQi- 
on of his Dominions, upon the valour and fidelity of 
a {tranger, of mean and obſcure birth ; but thenhE 
recetv'd this newes, as the relation of a Story in 
which he was not at all concern'd, and made no ſhew 
inthe world either of ſorrow for the troubles of his 
Countrey, or of envy to the glory of that Ar/aces 
who poſſeſſed his place, and rendred thoſe ſervices to 
his father, which in all likelyhood he ſhould rather 
have expected from him ; he only ſaid to him'that 
had made him that relation; 1f 7 were not ſo crimi-' 
nal as I am, and that the King would honour me with 
thus enterpriſe, T would ſerve himin it, perhaps with 
lefſe prudence, andleſſe valour, but at leaſt with as 
much fidelity as Arſaces, Two moneths after the ad- 
vancing of theſe Forces, newes came to Court, and 
to us alſo, that 4r/aces had given battel to the Ma- 
cedonians, that he had kill'd their General Arinbus,” 
and had gotten ſo abſolute a victory, that ſcarce a 
man eſcaped, | 

All Scythia made bon-fires for this good ſucceſſe, 
and they of 1ſedon preparcd to receive Arſaces,who 
all covered with Lawrels was returning into a Coun-. 
trey which he had reſtored to quiet by many victo- 
ries gloriouſly obtained ; within a few days after we 
heard that he was come, and that the King, the 
whole Court, and all the people had rendred him 
honours worthy of his vertue and ſervices ; but with- 
in a week more we were told how the King without 
any conſideration of his deſerts, had caus'd him to 
be put in priſon, the reafon of his diſgracc- being 
known but to very few. My Prince was ſorry for 
his Fathers ingratitude, and would willingly have 
diſpoſed himſelf co help chat gallant man, if he _ 
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had any. power to help himſelf : To what purpoſe, 
Sir, ſhouldI tire you longer with ſo tedious a thing, 
and tel} you the particulars of our impriſonment, 
which are not of any conſequence - I will therefore 
paſs by theſe ſmall matters, and let you know, that 
two years were almoſt expired ſince our reſtrain, 
when my Maiter heard by thoſe that waited on him, 
thatthe King his Father was at the Caſtle gate, and 
that he was coming in to ſee him with a ſmall Train, 
Oroondates was ſurpriſed with ſo unexpected a viſit, 
from him who ſeem'd to have laid aſide the name of 
Father, . to take up that of his moſt mortal Enemy ; 
and not loſing time ro conſider what might be the 
cauſe that brought him, he went out of his Chamber 
to receive him ; he met him in the Court of the Caſtle 
attended by ſome of the Principal of his Officers ; 
and having ſaluted him with an humble reſpect and 
ſubmiſſion, the King us'd him in a very difterent 
manner, from the reception he had gived him at his 
arrival in Scythia ; and having rais'd him up with a 
kind embrace, Sor ( ſaid he ) you have ſuffered e- 
nough for a fault, which (to ſay truth) deſcry'd 
ſome puniſhment ;, but now I come my ſelf to releaſe 
you out of an impriſonment, which the inveterate 
hatred of our Family againſt that of Perſia has per- 
chance made to laſt too long, The Prince without 
expreſſing any joy at this news of his enlargement, 
reply'd, © Your Majeſty nextto the Gods, may diſ- 
« poſe of my Deſtiny, and either haſten or retard my 
& liberty, according to the greatneſs of my fault, 
&« and according to your Royal pleaſure, Well Ser 
( anſwered the King ) /et #5 blot what ts paſt, cut of 
our remembrance, and endeavenr both of us to make 
amends by aitions contrary to thoſe that made this dif- 
ference between us, 

After this diſcourſe, thoſe that attended the King 
ſaluted my Prince with tears of joy, and ſuch ex- 
preſſions as viſibly teſtified, that the affetion which 
his rare vertues had kindled in the hearts of his 
friends, was not yet extinguiſhed, and that all Scy- 
thia which mourned for his captivity, would receive 
his Freedom as the belt Fortune that could befall it ; 
when he had return'd their embraces, the King lea- 
vingthe company in the Hall, entred into an inward 
room waether he call'd only his ſon, and Ar/acomes, 
_ and having walk'da turn or two, he began to ſpeak 
thus unto my Prince. 

« You mult nceds confeſs Oroondates, that you 
© have infinitely failed in what you owe to me, in 
« what you owe unto your Countrey, and in what 
<« you owe unto your ſelf : and I will confeſs too, 
«that I perchance have likewiſe proceeded againſt 
*« you with a rigour very contrary to the former te- 
<& {timonies of my affetion, and to what you might 
& have hoped for from a father who had not ſeen you 
<& of many years : we haye been both of us to blame; 
<« but the knowledge of our mutual faults, can nei- 
<& ther wipe out of our minds the —_— of na- 
© ture, nor thoſe of vertue; and asI find that the re- 
«© membrance of yours, hinders me not from confi- 
« dering you {till as my ſon, nor from giving you 
< proofs of my former love by the cofidence I will 
*haveinyou: $01 hopealſo that the remembrance 
<© of the uſage you have received from me, will not 
« hinJer you from conſidering me ſtill as your Fa- 
<« ther, nor from giving me proofs of your former o- 
<« bedience and fidelity, by uſing that confidence I 
& [ have in youas you ought to do. This aſſurance 


«© (Son) together with the belicf I have that you | 
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« have loſt nothing of that vertue, whereof from 
<« your firſt years you gave ſuch pregnant hopes, em. | 
<« courages me to put you again into employment; 
{© you have now a brave occafion to make your fe 

© remarkable; and I ſhould think I did youa morty] 
« injury if I ſhould truſt that command unto another, 
<« which by right is due onely unto you, Know then 
<« that —_ defeat of Armibas, Sopirio his bro- 
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« ther, Governor of Thracia for Alexander, ha 
<« paſt the Foſphorus at Byzantium with an Army of 7 
<& fifty thouſand men, and is entred into our Territo. #7 
© ries, where he does all acts of hoſtility ; his com. #7 
© ing ha's wrought ſuch an effect among the people #7 
© whom the name of Alexander ha's ſtruck with ter. #7 
«ror, that moſt part of the Towns upon the ſhore #% 
& ofthe Exxine Sea, and upon the banks of the River 777 
** BoriFthenes, deliver themſelves up to him already, 7 
«and itay not for the coming of Alexander, who #7 
* with a much more puifſant Army, is advancing him: &* 
«ſelf asa deluge to overflow our Dominions ; you 


< have here a gallant occaſion to defend your Coun- 7 


<trey again the Uſurper of the whole Earth, and to 
**decide your old quarrels with your particular Ene. 


« my : My Age which makes me now unable to #7 


© bear the toyls of War, will not ſuffer me to op. 
Poſe this Conqueror in mine own perſon, nor to WW 
« 60 and fight with him upon thoſe limits which never EA 
«any body yet invaded, but to their loſſe and con- 
* fuſion; Ihave protected them againſt his Father, 
* and you my ſon ſhall go and defend them againſt 7 


* himſelf. Some of my Counſellors oppoſed the | 
* choice I made of you, and repreſented to me that j 
* my rigorous uſage of you, did in part diſpence you 


**from the fidelity you owe me, and forbad me to 
© truſt you with an Army, upon which I have ground- 
«ed our ſupport and conſervation; but my know- F# 
«ledge of yuur good nature, of your love to glory, F# 
* and of theemulation you ought to have againit 4- 
* /exander, ha's drowned all theſe ſuſpicious ; and F*# 
© have moreover conſidered that you will fight alſo 
« for your ſelf, and that in deceiving me, you would # 
« but deliver up unto the enemy thoſe peop'e that i 


« malt hereafter obey -you, and thoſe Eſtates you 
« muſt hereafter poſſeſs. I have drawn thoſe Forces 
«out of Garriſon, that turned home with Arſaces, 
« andhavealready made them begin their march to- 
« ward the Erxize Sea where Zopirio makes this 
« progrefle; you ſhall go forth from hence, and. 
© overtake them, to command them while 1 make 
* new Levies, which ſhall follow you as ſoon as they 
are ina readineſs, and by which addition you may 
< increaſe your Army before the arrival of Alexan- 
© Jer, but I mean you ſhall away to morrow morn- 
«ing, without making any longer ſtay, without com- 
& inginto 1ſedor, and without ſeeing any of your 
« friends, but thoſe that ſhall make the Voiage with 
«you ; I have particular reaſons to diſpatch you 
©: with this diligence, and to morrow you ſhall finde' 
«at this Caſtle gate, all your Equipage in Order, 
«and all thoſe that muſt attend you in this Expedt- 
*« tion, 

The Prince anſwered this long Diſcourſe of his Fa- 
thers; no otherwiſe but with a low reverence, and 
ſome proteſtations of his deſire todo him the ſervice 
he was obliged to. Yet though he was almoſt abſo- 
lutely taken off from all thought of State-Afairs, 
that deſire of glory which till remained in him, and 
the love of noble ations, which his ſorrow had not 
extinguiſhed , made him with joy receive, not the 

news 
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news of his liberty, but of an occaſion to bear arms | 


again, and to diſpute of valour with Alexander, at 


th ie | 
vet had, though he always had mo:r ardently de- 


fired it, He demanded-leave of the King to ſee the 
Princeſs Berenice his ſiſter, butit was refuſed him, 


| ins commanded him not to enquirethe cauſe | 
_—— ' him, hadraiſed his Siege from the place which he had 


that made him ſend him away ſo ſuddenly, and fo 
ſecretly. The Prince reſig1'd himſelf to his Fathers 
pleaſure, without murmuring, and ſpent the reit of 
the day with him in receiving Orders and Initructions 
for that War. | ; , 
The next morning as ſcon as it was day, the King 
himſelf led him out of the Caſtle, where my Prince 
found a very brave rctinue, and among the Othcers 
appointed for his houſe, he knew Toxaris and. Lon- 
cates, thoſe two faithful ſervants which he had lo{t at 
the battel of 'Arbela, and who a while before were 
return'd into Scythia, after having run through an 
infinite number of dangers, and endur'd a long cap- 
tivity among the Afacedonians. My Maſter was ex- 
treamly glad to ſee them, and having uſed them with 
'great kindneſs, as the faithful companions of his for- 
tune, he with much civility embraced all thoſe who 


by his Fathers election were to attend him, The 


King ſaw him get on horſe-back, and having taken 
his leave of him, return'd to /fcdon, as ſoon as we 
were gone, | 

My Prince being accompanied by Arſcomes, Theo- 
dates, my Father whoſe name is C/ecreſtes, and two 
or three hundred of the chief men of all Scyrhia, fol- 
lowed the Army, which was two or three days march 
before us, and took the way toward that part of Scy- 


thia which is called Sendica ; and which is ſituate be- 
tweenthe Euxinze Sea, and the River Boriſthenes, 
The fourth day after our departure, we gotup to | 
our Forces, and upon the banks of the River Ay- 
panis, my Prince made a general muſter of them ; 
he found them very weak, and admired the King his 
Father would ſend him with ſo poor a {trength againit 


the Conquerors of the whole world, The J1ſedens 
had arm'd ſix thouſand horſe, the Sarmares four 
thouſand, the Aaſſagetes 5000, the Agatir ſians 
3000, the Tauro-Scyrhians 3ooo, the Jeripears 
2000, the Nomadians three thouſand, the Hylcans, 
the Baſilides, and all thoſe that are neer the Lake of 
Buges fix thouſand, and the Satarchians two thou- 
ſand; he had no Infantry at all, for you know the 
Scythians never make uſe of any but in great Expe- 
ditions, and where they are conſtrain'd to bring up 
all their Forces. 

The Prince having found by his Muſter Rolls, that 
his whole Army confijtcd of no more than five and 
thirty thouſand horſe, divided it into three bodies; he 
gave the firſt of ten thouſand to Arſacomes, the ſe- 
cond of a like number to Theodates Prince of the Sar- 
zates, and kept athird of twelve thouſand for him- 
ſelf, making my Father Cleoreſtes his Lieutenant, and 
Siving him the command of that body in his place, 
whenſoever he ſhould be forced to go to any other 


| Part of the Army where his preſence was neceſlary. 


There yet remain'd three thouſand horſe, and my 
Prince was pleas'd that I ſhould have the honor to 
command them as a looſe reſerve, to give relicf to 
thoſe that ſhonld firſt ſtand in need of aſſiſtance. 
This being ordered, the Army march'd ſtrait tothe 
Boriſthenes, and having paſs'd it over a Bridge of 
Boats, advanced toward the C ity of Olbopolis, which 
was then beſieged by Zopirio, being the onely place 


head of an Army, which happinefſe he yct had | 


-W 


ry 


Ir 


thathad had the courage to make a getierovs defence. 
1 believe, Sir, you will be content I ſhould cut off 
as much of rhe diſcourſe of this War, as I can poſſ- 


bly. Twilltell youtherefore, ( omitting many par- 


ticularities of ſmall importance ) that the ſame day 
3 4 , . . .* 

we paſs'd the Boriſthenes ; we received intelligence, 

that Zophirio,advertiſed of our haſty advance toward 


block'd vp before, and was coming to meet us with 
Colours flying. | | | 

O, 00adates gave the Gods thanks for his brave re- 
ſolution, and though he knew the weakneſs of his 
Forces, yet would he not ftay for the Supplies the 


| King his Father had made him hopefor, but thought 
| hewould encourage thoſe he had,ſo well by his exam- 
{ ple, that he ſhould infallibly obtain the Victory : with 

this confidence he march'd {trait toward him ; and to 


ſhorten this relation, the third night after, we dif. 
covered the fires of his Army ina great Plain which 
is between the Cities of O:b;opolis, and Afileropolis, 
and the Boriſthenes, and the Danube, This fight 
put courage into the Scyrh;ans, who indeed are the 
mo:t Warlike of all men living, eſpecially for the de- 
fence of their Territorics. 

My Prince had much adoe to keep them in that 
night ; and-as ſoon as ever the Sun began to reſtore 
his light unto the world, the two Armies ſaluted one 
another withſuch dreadful ſhouts, that the Banks of 
the Danube ecchoed with them, and many birds 
altonied with the loud ſhrilneſs of that noiſe , fell 
dcownafrighted among the Souldiers feet. Orconda- 
tesat the very firſt peep of day, had caus'd the ſignal 
oi the battel to be ſet up onthe top of his Tent, which 
was in a field Gzles, two croſſe Javelins proper. 
The Scyth:ans no ſooner ſaw it appear, but they ſent 
forth a ſecond ſhout, full of joy, and eagerneſs to 
fight, from whence my Prince drew a good preſage 
of the Victory, When he was gotten up, he offer- 
ed ſacritices incompany of all the Commanders, to 
Fupitcr, to Apells, and to the Goddeſs Tins, and 
to Mars the fairet Horſes of the Army; and having 
eiven out Orders to the principal Officers, he ſent 
them away unto their charges. - A while aſter,he put 
on all his arms except his head-picce, which Toxaris 
carried after him ; and mounting on korſeback, he 
viſited all the Troops one after another, obſerving, 
and careful y correcting the defects, giving all in- 
ſtrections neceſſary for the winning of the battell, 
and exhorting them to do gallantly, by the moſt 


preſſing words the defire of Victory could put into 


his mouth, © My friends ( ſaid he to them) theſe you 
© have now to fight withall arc not the Perſians, your 
<:ncient enemies whom you alwayes conquercd 
© more eafily than you could megt with them ; I will 
*not flatter you, uor make any ſcruple to tell you 
*© that which might {trike terrour into cowards, but 
<« will onely add vigour to that noble courage which 
& alwaies accompanics you vpon ſervice, and which 


< hitherto has made you \ ictorjous overall thoſe that 


© have dared to encounter you. They are 7aceds- 
© 71ans, they are Thracians, two valiant, warlike 
© people; and to be plain, they: are part of thoſe 
« Forces that have made their King the Emperour of 
& the world : They arc the Uſurpers of all the Earth, 
<« whonot being ſat.5f:cd with that Tyrannous domi- 
<« nation they have got by violence over all Afia, 
« Africa, and the better part of Eurepr, would yet 
<« extend their Empire over your liberties and your 
(© lives:Let this difference of your enemies rai'c y::uto 
EX» 


2 


« extraordinary atchievements ; you cannot conquer | 
« them without difficulty, but neither can you con- 
« quer them without glory, nor without fruit ; up- 
& on the winning or loſing of thisday,depends the re- 
& poſe or utter ruine of theScyrhians. If they prevail, 
&« Alexander Will without queſtion, have a free en- 
«trance into our poſſeſſions ; and that mighty Army 
« wherewith he marches already againit us will ad- 
<« y=nce without reſiſtance into the uttermolt parts of 
« Scythia,and into the ſecreteſlt places of your abodes 
& and families ; but on the contrary, by their defeat, 
< he will give over the deſign of invading you ; or if 
he ſhould perſevere init, you will howſoever gain an 
infinite advantage, by having learn'd to conquer 
<« thoſe that were never conquered. | 

He ſaid many other things to this purpoſe;and find- 
ing they had produced the effect he deſired, he made 
the Army march in Battalia, ſtraight unto the Ene- 
mies, who advanced likewiſe in very good order. 
Then it was that I obſerv'd a cheerfulneſs in his coun- 
tenance I had never ſeen there ſince the unhappy ac- 
cidents of his life, which had quite taken away his 
lively humour : I had never ſeen him before at the 
head ofan Army under his own command, and [ con- 
fidered him there with ſo much pleaſure, that it is 
hard for me to paſs over in filence, his gracefu!neſs, 
both in commanding, and in all the other FunQtions 
of his charge. He had ſo noble, and yet ſo lovely a 
fierceneſs in his arms, that he moved both love and 
fear in all that look'd upon him ; when the Armies 
were drawn near to one another, he put on his Cask, 
all covered with plumes, and ſtones of value; and 
ſetting himſelf at the head of the Battel, he command- 
ed Arſacomes who Jed the Van-guard, to begin the 
Charge. ; : 
- Scarce had the Trumpets given the Signal, when 
| the firſt Squadrons cloſed, with a fury hard to be ex- 
preſs'd ; the Thracians had not the leiſure to make 
uſe of their Arrows, for, the Scythiazs falling in pell- 
mell forced them to fight at handy-blows : This firſt 
encounter was very bloody, but after having long 
conteſted for the better, our Cavalry began to put 
their Foot into diſorder, when Zopz7:0 perceiving it, 
came up with the main Body of the Army, and thun- 
dring in upon our men made a terrible ſlaughter of 
them, before they could be relieved by Oroondates. 
I kept upon the right Wing, with my three thou- 
ſand horſe, and obſerving the diſadvantage of our 
fide, I ruſh'dinto the midit of the Enemies, and re- 
covered our affairs a little again ; while my Prince 
moving forward with his Battalion, made the fight 
ſomething leſs unequal. Zopzrio who, as well as 
my Maſter, had parted his Army into three Bodies, 
made his laſt advance, and Theodates by his exam- 
ple, and by.the Princes command, led on the Rere- 
guard to oppoſe him. Then it was that the two 
whole Armies being ingaged, fought with marvel- 
lous courage and obſtinacy, each having taken a re- 
ſolution to conquer, or periſh upon the Field ; and I 
may well aſſure you with truth, that of ſo many 
thouſand men as fell that day, there was hardly ſo 
much as one that receiv'd his death in running away. 
The Thracian and Macedonian Infantry, ſecing 
themſelves trampled under foot by the Scythian Ca- 
valry, kilPd their horſes with Javelins, and Keeping 
cloſe together, covered themſelves with their ſheilds, 
and bore up ſtiffely againſt them, to hinder their be- 
ing utterly routed, Our enemies ſurpaſs'd us in num- 


CASSANDR A. 


* US 


'tal wound, finding paſſage through the defect of his + 


© IS 


Part. I. 


valour of our General, and his wonderful readineſg 
in giving ſcaſonable relief where there was moſt need, 
made them loſe all the advantage, which their num- 
ber, and the difference of arms gave them over 


He had already done miraculous things, and by 
reaſon of the blood that was all over him, could hard. 
ly be known but by his ſtature, and the blows he 
gave; when Zopirvo ſeeing the day incline already ty | 
our party, obſerved him among all the reſt, and con- 
ſidering that the greateſt part of the Victory conſiſted # 
in the death of that Commander, he broke through 
his own men, and having a ſtrong Javelin in his hand, 7 
after he had defied him with a loud cry, he ruſh & 
upon him; and ſtrikinghim while he was employed, Þ 
the point of his Javelin paſſed between the mailes that Þ 
defended his arm, and gave him a light hurt in the # 
hinder part of his ſhoulder. - Zopirio ſeeing his a Þ 
velin engaged in my Maſters arms, let it go, and 
was already lifting up his ſword, to ſecond his firk 
blow, but my Prince turn'd about to him with { 
great a fury, and ſo admirable a readineſs, that Zo. 
pirio frozen with fear, began to repent his boldneſs, 
when the blade that ſeldom fail'd of making a mor. 


9 


45 


v4 
G 
£53; 
_ 
Ie 
Roe, 
jets 
#3 bb 
37, 
ICSD 
97 
PEN 
WARE 
SETS 
* 
CR 
, a 
23 


Gag) 
TIED 
RE. 

= 335); 


Ss Ta Ng YO Pu I 
COLE WAND 0 17S: Wn STS 
$4 40uFY ye %'I . We ar 24S, KI LE £ 
FER ECON Frogs: Ca TI PEAS 


= SS 

forex) Cots IO Bo 

A; = KA RS WI Tſo, 
OE SI CIS to RE 


Th 


AX 
it 
i 


Curaſs, under the arm which he had heaved up, ra #7 


him qufte through the body, and made him drop |* 


down dead among the horſes feet. The death of #7 
their General did much abate their courage, and the 
Scythians who ſaw Fim fall, ſent forth a fierce cry, 
which ſtruck yet a greater terror into them, and with 
out doubt haſten'd their defeat. Certain it is, that & 
we found not ſo much reſiſtance among them as be- 
fore, and that in the end the Victory declared it ſelf 
openly for us. | 

To what purpoſe is it, Sir, to keep you in ate 
dious Relation? the Enemies were defeated, as with- 
out queſtion you have heard, but their obſtinacy 
wasſo great, that not one of them ever turn'd his Z* 
back, or ask'd quarter ; and our Victory was {0 #*# 
abſolute, that after the heat of the Fight, my Prince Z® 
had much adoe to ſave a ſmall number, though miſe- 
rably hack'd by the cruelty of the Scyrhians. Six 7 
thouſand of ours were ſain upon the place, and more 
than ten thouſand wounded : Afﬀter this notable Vic K 
tory, my Prince having given thanks unto the Gods, 
retired into his Tent, and would not ſuffer hs 
wounds to bedreſs'd, till the bodies of the principal # 
Officers were ſought, and particularly Zeopirio's 
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Book. V. 
he made his Army diſ-incamp, and ſending 
his ſick and wounded men,to 01b:opolzs in Waggons, 
he marched with his Forces towards leropotrs,and 
the other Towns which had ſhamefully deſerted their 
Kings party, to receive the yoak of the Macedons- 
a. Miletopolis was the firlt he-laid ſiege to, and 
that City which had not had the courage to oppoſe 
their Enemies with honour and juſtice, had yet the 
fubbornneſs to itand out againſt their lawful Prince, 
and to refuſe him entrance, whether it were becauſe 
they were diſ-affected to their King, or that the 
knowledge of their fault, putting them out of hope 
of pardon , made them reſolve to expect relief 
from Alexander, or bury themſelves in their own 
ruins. | 

The place was very ſtrong, and kept us a moneth 
without the walls ;-but in the end, atter the loſs of 
ſome of our men, our Prince having ſtorm'd it vigo- 
rouſly on all ſides, carried it by aſſault,and his mer- 
cy was ſogreat, that as ſoon as he ſaw himſelf Ma- 
ſter of it; he opt the execution, and being ſatisfied 
with the death of thoſe that were ſlain upon the 
breach, he generouſly pardon'd all the reſt, though 
they had not ſo muchas a hope of it, and placing a 
rcaſonable Garriſon in the Town, ſuffered the Inha- 
bitants to enjoy all their former Immunities and 
Priviledges. This Act of Clemency was blamed 
by many of his party, who could not approve 
his ſo great gentieneſs, to a place ſo obſtinately 
rebellious, and who maintained that to terre- 
fie ſuch as were guilty of the ſame crime, and 
were yet to be ſubJued, he ſhould have utterly de- 
liroycd it. 

But my Prince ſmiled at their Maxims, and fol- 
lowing the inclinations of his own generous nature, 
attain'd by that moderation, to the cnd which they 
would have had him tend to by by contrary means; 
for within a few days after, the report of his mild- 
neſs beings ſpread through that revolted Province, 
all the Countrey ſubmitted it ſelf voluntarily unto 
him, and within leſs than three moneths, fourteen 
Towns that had declared for Alexander, returned 
again to their obedience, and put themſelves into 
his hands. Tagw, Caliorbia, and Orchilachia , 
ſeated upon the Frontiers of Taurca, Cherchoneſus 
ſtood out the deſtiny of Aileropolis, and having re- 
ſiſted to the laſt extreamity, were taken by force 
like it, and received almoſt the like favourable 
uſage, 

I paſSlightly over theſe things, to ſhorten the Re- 
lation of matters not much important, that I may 
come to the concluſion of my Princes loves : I will 
tell you therefore, that while we lay before Or- 
chilachia, my Prince ſaw two or three of his Guard 
comeinto his Tent, who preſented a man unto him. 
Oroonaates having asked them why they brought 
him before him, ** Sir ( anſwered they) he is new- 


again, 


E <lycome outof the Town, and being fallen into the 


* hands of our men, he prayed them to bring him 
* unto you, to whom he would tell ſomething of 


< great conſequence ; we neglected not to do fo, . 


*and though he ſpeaks the Scy:hian Tongue ſo 
*1ll, that we had muchadoe to underſtand him, 


*and made us eaſily ſee that he was not of this . 


has Countrey, we believed yet, that your knowledge 
*in Forreign Languages, would aſſiſt you to draw 
© that benefit, which you may hope for from his in- 
<« telligence. 

Oroonaates who while they were ſaying thus, -had 
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conſidered the Stranger, obſerved features in his 
face that were not unknown to him; and having 
call'd me, to require help from my memory, the 


man after he had ſaluted him upon his knee, ſaid to 


| 


him in the Perſean Tongue, I ſee you have for- 
© got me, Sir, but if you pleaſe to call -to mind 
«thoſe perſons I have ſ{erv'd, you will remember, 
« that I have had the honour todo you ſome ſervice 
<< alſo. 

Theſe words, and the tone of his voice, put ns 
out of doubt, and made us know him preſently, to 
be the Eunuch Tyrew:, that faithful ſervant to the 
Princefles of Perſia, who had been taken with them 
by Alexander, and had never left them, but to 
carry the news to Dar: of the death of the _ 
his wife, and who had led us himſelf to Sy/igambiſes 
Tents, whiere kt had continued after my Maſters fa- 
tal adventure, +,. This knowledge of him infinitely 
ſurpriſed my Prince, who riſing up from his Chair, 
embraced the Eunuch with great kindneſs, and with 
tears which he could not refrain, at the remembrance 
which his ſight awakenedin him, O Tyrews (faid he) 
2s it poſſible that T ſee you, and that you have been 
able to forſake the Ladies you ſeryd, to come into 
Scythia ? ©Sir (replyed the Ennuch ) if my being in 
**this Countrey has ſurpriſed you, the cauſe of 
**it wil ſurpriſe you a great deal more; Te tell it 
« you when you pleaſe to give me the liberty, and 
<« will give you a fai:hful account of the charge that 
<« has been trulted to me. 

The Prince {tartled at this Diſcourſe, and was af{- 
ſaulted with ſo many ſeveral inward motions, that the 
changes of his countenance witneſſed the diſturbance 
of his mind : his mouth was open twice or thrice to 


' ſpeak ; butinthe end he came to himſelf, and con- 
 fidered that without queſtion the Eunuch had things 


to tell him, which required not ſo many witneſſes. 
That was it that made him reſolve to ftay ſome few 
hours, that he might diſcourſe with him, and hear 
what he had to ſay at better liberty ; with this 
thought, < Well, Tyrexs( ſaid be ) we will talk to- 
« sether anon at night with more leiſure and conveni- 
&« ency ; inthe mean timel will afſureyou, that what 
<« buſineſs ſocver brings you hither, you are very | 
* welcome into a place were I have ſome power, 
« and where I will endeavour to requite part of the 
« courtelies I recciv'd from you in your Country. 
After theſe words he afforded me the liberty toem- 
brace him, and to renew the acquaintance which we 
had made together in Perſia. I took care to give 
him accomodation to reſt himſelf, to + oil, Hin 
with all the good entertainment I could give him, 
and to divert him the remainder of the day, while 
my Maſter thought of the affairs belonging to the 
Siege, as much as his new impatience would permit 
him. When it wasnight, and that my Prince after 
ſupper had gotten free from the Commanders, and 
other Officers that had buſineſs with him, he retired 
into his Chamcer, and: as ſoon as he yas in bed, he 
ſent me to call in Tyre; and cauſing tools to be 
ſet by his bed-ſide, he commanded us to fit down, 
and to make every body elſe go forth. We were 
no ſooner left alone, but addreſiing himſelf to the 
Eunuch ; Tyrews (faid he) row we are at ltberty, or 
rather I am now ready to receive, by your diſconrſe, 
meſt ſenſible renewinos of my grief, and perhaps 
ſome change in my preſent condition: Speak, withour 
flattery I pray you, to him who can neuher have any 


addition to his ſorrows, ner hope for any kind of joy. 
R 2 Tis 
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The Evufinch being fate down by his command, and 


having bethought himſelf a little of what he had to 
ſay, begait his Relation on this manner. 


_ 


The Hiſtory of STATIRA. 


HE Diſcourſe I am to make unto you, Sir, 
will ſatisfie yo", and afflict you both toge- 
ther ; andI think that never any news was ſo equally 
divided between joy and grief, as that I bring is like 
to be to you. I ſhall tell you ſome things which 1 


' could not be preſent at my ſelf, but I learn'd the 


truth of them from Cleoze, and from the Princeſſes 
own mouth, and inſtructed my ſelf very well in them, 
before I undertook the bulineſs that was impoſed up- 
on me. 

After that by A/cxanders command,the Queens and 
Princeſſes were gone from Sidoz ; and thut with a 
mott ſenſible ſorrow, they were ſeparated from you 
by the orders of the Conqueror, they removed to 
Gaza, which he had already cauſed to be block'd 
up; during that Siege they were lodg'd in an houſe 
near the Town, where Alexander viſited them often, 
and where he renewed his perſecutions of Srarira. 
That generous Princeſſe remembring her obligations 
to you, and the promiſes ſhe had made you, reſiſted 
all his importunities with a wonderful courage, and 
yet with ſo much civility and gracefulneſſe, that 4- 
lexand:r inſtead of being taken off, was rather the 
more inflamed by her coldneſs, and finding by con- 
verſation, the beauties of her minde, as he had alrea- 
dy obſerved thoſe of her body, he gave himſelf abſo- 
lutely to her, and forgot all the paſſion he had for- 
merly had for Barſiza, The Princefle was cxtream- 
ly troubled atit, but having an admirable diſcretion, 
ſhe diſſembled part of her thoughts, and diſcovering 
the reſt, behaved her ſelf in ſuch a manner, that with- 
out exaſperating a young Conqueror, whoſe power 
was abſolute over her, ſhe gently extinguiſhed thoſe 
hopes, which her civility and favourable uſage might 
make him to conceive. 

True it is, that Alexander had ſo many employ- 
ments, that ſhe had much reſpite by them, and dur- 
ing the time of quiet, her entertainment was onely 
concerning you ; Clone hathgiven me aſſurance of 
it, and told me that the knowledge the Qyeens 
whole family had of your affection, allowing her the 
liberty to diſcourſe of it with the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
Barſina, and thoſe other Ladies that were deareſt to 
her ; the ſweeteſt conſolation ſhe had in her misfor- 
tunes, was to ſpeak inceſſantly of you, and to hear 
the praiſes thoſe Ladies gave you in her preſence, as 
well to bear witneſs of the truth, as becauſe they 
knew the ſatisfaction ſhe received thereby. Aſter 
the taking of Gaza, we were fainto gofrom thence 
into Egypr, and the King giving order to have the 
Princeſſes brought upon the Nile, to Memphis , 
came thither the ſame way alſo himſelf. There it 
was that reſt made him fall into his old profeſſions,and 
he ſpent all his abode in that Town in proſecuting his 
love: ThePrinceſſe uſed him as ſhe had done before, 
and carried her ſelf to him with ſo mnch moderation 
and vertue, that ſhe increaſed his eſteem of her the 
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more, and was commended by the Queens and by 
all thoſe that obſerved her deportment and diſcreet 
behaviour. But that great Prince not being able tg 
continue idle, and not ſuffering the thoughts of Loye 
to bury thoſe of War, which had ever been predo- 
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he left the Princeſſes, and inthe mean time over-ray © 
all Egypr, which he brought under his obedience, ang © 
having takena ſudden reſolution, went to viſit the © 
Temple of Fupzter Hammon, I will not entertain '£ 
you with his Voiage, but will onely tell you that af. _ 
ter hisdeparture, one day ( a dayalas ! fatal to the 
repoſe of the whole remainder of her life, and moſs #®- 
contrary to yours, as we have ſufficiently known ) b: 
the Princeſs being all alone in her Chamber, was © 
tord thata ſervant of yours was come, who deſired to © 
ſpeak with her from you. She trembling with joy, & 
commanded him preſently to be krought in, but not Is 
having patience to ſtay his coming, ſhe ran out to 
meet him, and preſently knew him to be Abate, © 
one of the Othcers of your houſe, whom you had &* 
taken in the Court of Per/ca. = 

My Prince interrupting 7 yrc::s at theſe words; ®. 
«lt is true ( ſaid he) we left him at Sidoz, with®- 
* money to go whither he would, he having excuſed; 
© himſelf rome, that he could not wait upon mein® 
< my journey , by reaſon of ſome indiſpoſition he had 
&« Afſoon as he was come into her Chamber with het* 
( faid 7 3rews, going on with his Relation )the Princeſs} 
enquired news of you with great impatiency : IlehÞ* 
him in /737cania,( anſwered Arbares ) ready to pa 
the Araxes to retire into Scythia, and from whence 
he ſent me back into this Countrey to bring you this 
Letter : The Princeſs who thought you had been with + 
the King her Father, was infinitely troubled at what 
ſhe heard, and taking the Letter ſhe brake it open? 
with ſuch an aking heart,as preſaged thoſe afflitions|- 
which ſhe ſince h<2 fuffered by it ; as ſoon as ſhe ha 
taken off the paper in which it was folded up, the? 
firlt object that preſented it ſelf unto her eyes, was 
a Bracelet of hair , which fight made her tremble, 
and took away her courage, ſo that ſhe was hardly 
able toread the Letter ; yet ſtriving to recollect her 
ſpirits, ſhe read theſe words with all the difficulty in 
the world. 


F you were of opinion that I difſembled, you wen% 

not at all deceived, I did difſewble I confeſs in m3 
compliance to yon, but I diſſemble not in my paſſion for 
one more lovely than your ſelf; you have indeed rut 
re forſake a place which your importunities made mi 
to hate ; I leave you therefore, but I leave you withom 
any trouble, and without any deſign to advantage me 
ſelf, either by your remembrance, or by your favours, 
1 obtained them with too much eaſe to value them; ant ® 
becauſe the Preſents of Enemies are a'ways fatal, | 
ſend you back your Bracelet, and retain nothing of 
you that can trouble the rej ofe of. 


OROONDATES. 
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When Oroondates heard the words of this Letter, th; 


S 


not permitting the Eunuch to proceed, ** O Gods: ? 
« ( /aid he ) Tyrens, what's this you tell me ? what, 7 
<« was that Letter then which I wrote unto Roxan, |; 
<carried unto my Princeſs, as being addreſc'd to het; 
<< and did her Barcclet which I ſent back fall into the 
« hands of Srarira ? Not that you ſent her back, of 7 

| bed 
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4 the Eunuch, but another, which (if youre- | 
9 or ) you loſt at Dawaſens, and which the 
Princeſs as ſoon as ever ſhe ſaw it, knew to be the 
very ſame which ſhe had given you, when you went 


away with Artaxerxes t0 fight again(t the Scyths- 
ans; but hear the reſt I beſeech you, and your won- 
der will be ſufficiently cleared. Ts ol 

Judge, Sir, of the Princeſſe's aſtoniſhment, at 
the reading of this Letter, the hand whereof was ſo 
ſo well known to her, and at the fight of that Brace- 
let, whereof ſhe had neither forgotten the work, 
the hair, nor the faſhion, having received both by a 
man who ſhe knew belong'd to you, and wasof ſome 
account in your family; the made him often repeat 
what he had ſaid;that ſhe might not be deceived, ſhe 
often looked earneltly upon every part of the Brace-, 
let, and often with a ſettled eye read over and exa- 
mined every word of the Letter. She ſaw fo little 
probability inthis adventure, that ſhe could neither 
pive credit to her eyes, her ears, nor her memory; 
ſhe believed ſhe was either aſleep, or beſides her 
ſelf, and ſtrove either to get awake, or recover her 
ſenſes; but when ſhe was aſſured of her misfortune, 
by proofs which it was impoſſible for her to contra- 
dict, her courage and her itrength forſook her, her 
ſpirits fail'd, and letting both the Letter and Bracelet 
drop out of her h:nd, ſhe fell into a ſwoun, and 
ſunk backward in the Chair ſhe fat upon. Clone 
who onely was preſent at that accident, ran to her 
Miſtreſs, and unclaſping her robe, did all ſhe couli 
to bring her to her ſelf, but finding ſhe was too 
weak to do it alone, ſhe call'd her companions to 
her aſſiitance : when ſhe was come. to life again by 
their endeavours, ſhe looked upon them all with a 
dying eye, and commanding Clone ſoftly, to bil 
them all withdraw, ſhe made Her ſtay ſtill with her, 
being as you know more truſted by her than all the 
reſt, Then it was that ſhe gave her ſelf over to her 
orief, and that ſhe uttered complaints of your ſup- 
poſed infidelity. which Clzone could never repeat to 
me without tears; ſhe wept all that day, and would 
not hear one word of conſolation, neither would ſhe 
be ſeen by Barſina, nor Pariſatzs, no, nor by the 
Queens themſelves ; ſhe paſs'dthe whole night in la- 
mentations; and the next morning Cl/eone, who tru- 
ly ever honoured you molt perfectly, going about to 
alledge ſomething for your juſtification ; © Hold thy 
« peace ( /:id ſhe) thou fool, againſt thine own opi- 
*nion, and againit common ſenſe, open not thy 
© mouth to defend that treacherous man ; can he de- 
*ny his own hand in his Letter ? Is itnot ſealed with 
*his own ſeal? Can he diſavow his ſervant that 
* brought it ? And can we miſtake this Bracelet 
© which we wrought with our own hands, the hair 
©* whereof thou didit cut off thy ſelf? Is there any 
© matter of doubt ? Is there any trick of Roxana's, 
* or any ſhadow of hope, that we may be deceiy- 
*ed? Do but ſpeak now, Clcoxe, and believel 
© ſhall be moſt perfectly obliged to thee, if thou 
** canſt find any invention to diſguiſe my misfortune, 
* orif by any reaſon thou can perſwade me that I 
*amout of my wits, or that I am a ſleep. 

C.eorze was dumb at this Diſcourſe, and having 
nothing to anſwer againſt ſuch viſible teſtimonies of 
your falſhood, ſhe could neither excuſe you, nor 
condemn the reſentment of her Miſtreſs. Since her 
ſwouning ſhe had not ſeen Arrabes, to ask him more 
particulars of his Maſtzrs infidelity ( you will pardon 
me, vir, if I uſe that word, ſo it was ſhe called 
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your: change, and all the names ſhe could give it 
were pardonable enough, to ſo juſt an anger, as hers 
was inappearance) and the-force of her ſarrawful 
difpleaſure wrought ſo powerfully upon her, that 
ſhe fell excceding ſick. Although ſhe had taken a 
rong reſolution to conceal the cauſe of it from thoſe 
perſons that were deareſt to her, yet was it abſolute- 
ly impoſſible; and as ſoon as ſhe was viſited by 
Barſina, the Princeſs Pariſatts, and by the Queens, 
ſhe could not forbear breaking out into a floud of 
tears; and ſhewing them the fatal Letter which had 
brought her into that pitiful condition, tſhe- confeſs'd 
unto them the {trong inclin2tion ſhe had had to.you of 
a longtime ; and asked pardon for the fault ſhe had 
commited, in givins way by Artaxerxes his per- 
ſwaſions, to that affection without their conſents 
expreſſing her thoughts in ſuch ſad and moving terms, 
that ſhe quickly fill'd them all with compaſſion of her, 
and deteitationof you ; they all condemn'd your: pro- 
ceedings as moſt contrary to generolity, to the fan- 
ity of your oaths, and to civility it ſelf,and moſt un- 


-worthy of a Prince of your quality, or of a man tou- 


ched with any ſenſe of vertue, Nay, even Barſina, 
who till then had born a wonderful great-friend{hip 
to yon, was one of the readieſt to condemn you; 
and taking the part of that afflicted Princeſs, ſhe ſhew- 
cd a horror againſt the uſage ſhe had ſuffered from 

ou. 
; Roxana viſited her ſometimes as ſhe was obliged, 
and at firſt ſpoke more modcrately of it than the 
reſt, avoiding all occafions' of diſcovering by any of 
her actions, the intere{t ſhe had.in the buſineſs ; but 
when ſhe ſaw her fully confirm'd in the belief of your 
infidelity,and that ſhe found the time proper to ſtrike 
her blow, ſhe neglected not the opportunity 3 Ada- 
dam ( would ſhe often ſay to her ) the Gods have at 
laſt been pleas'd, that you ſhould be diſabuſed, and 
that the ſinceritysf wy intentions ſhould be wade mani- 


| feſt unto you ;, 19ave you notice ſufficiently of the bus 


our of that diſloyal man; but my faithful advertiſe- 
ments were ſusþetted,and you rejetted that with ſcorn, 
which I Fake out of a real affettion ; but you are not 
the onely one he has deceiv'd, he made ſhew here to 
ſigh for many others : Barſina though ſhe diſſewbles it, 
25 not exerpt fromhy perfidionſneſs : and ſince we are 
no longer in terms to diſguiſe any thing from you, ſuf- 
fer me now to confeſs unto you, that I my ſelf have 
been deceiv'd by him; and that that falſe man has 4 
thouſand times in your abſence, taken the ſame Oaths, 
and made the ſame Proteſtations to me, which I doubt 
not but you received from him: but the Gods were at 
leaſt ſo merciful to we, that I never gave much eredit 
to them nor ever granted him any favour, which be 
can bras of among our Enemes. 

She us'd to ſay many things to her ofthis nature ; 
and though the Princeſs neither lov'd her, nor had g- 
ny great faith in her, yct being in a condition fit to 
believe any thing that confirm'd your infidelity, ſhe 
would give her the hearing withfighs, and anſwering 
her onely with tears and ſobs-; but as ſoon as ſhe 
was alone, or none but Clone with her, ſhe would 
Pour forth her reſentments, -1n words able to make 
the rougheſt natures melt into grief and pity, - 7s zt 
poſſible (would-ſhe ſay) that Qroondates tbe ſor of 
a King, and one whoſe vertue i! appearance' way e- 
qual to bis quality, he that for ſock; bis: Conntrey ard 


Friends, to ſerve: me, and who teſtified hys Jove to 


me by ſuch gallant proofs, ſhould-be capable of a baſe- 
neſs ſo unworthy of bis birth, and ſocontrary to thaf 
vertues 


86 
Vertue, and to thoſe proofs of his paſſion ? But us it 
Poſſible that I ſhould doubt of it, after the aſſurances 
he has given me of it with bis own hand ? Or rather 
# it poſſible 1 ſhould live, after ſuch unqueſtionable 
marks of my nrbappineſs? No, Statira, credulous 
Statira, facile Statira, amorows Statira, and unfortu- 
nate Statira by thy credulity, by thy facility, and by 
thy amorouſneſs ;, thou oughteſt to die for the expiati- 
of ſo many faults, for the reparation which thou ow- 
e#t to the illuſtrious blood of Perſia,” and inſeparably 
ro tye revenging furies to the heart of that diſloyal 
man, whom thou haſt belieu'd, whom thou haſt ſuffer- 
ed, and whom thou haſt loved. Die then, miſerable 
Statira, linger not out a life full of ſo many diſaſters, 
Full of ſo much ſhame, and full of ſo much repentance; 
- do not ſurvive the ſcorn of that inſolent Enemy; but 
by a favourable death, prevent the laſt misfortunes 
of thy family : thou mayeſt yet aie like a Princeſs,and 
like the daughter of a King ;, andif thou ſtay a few 
days longer, thou maiſt perchance ſee tberuine of him, 
and all his friends, and die deveſted of all the marks of 
thy former quality ; Go thy way to that dear Brother, 
who innocently precipitated thee into thoſe miſeries 
that are the cauſe of thy deſtruttion ;, reproach him 
with the infidelity of his friend, and ſhew bim thy re- 
pentaxce for having out- liv'd a brother , whom thou lo- 
veaſt ſo dearly, though his friendſhip has proved moſt 
fatal to thee, 

She would continue for ſome time in this deſign of 
dying. and than of a ſudden changing her reſolution 
and diſcourſe, What (would ſhe ſay) ſhall I die for 
that Traitor, who uſes me with an indiguity which is 
beyond example, and whieh was never praitiſed a- 
gainſt Maids of the moſt vile and mean condition ? 
Shall I die for that ungrateful man, who after hav- 
ing received a thonſand proofs of my affeition, 15 not 
aſhamed to tell me that he diſſembled with me out of 
compliance, that he ſighs for one more lovely, that he 
leaves our company only to ſhun my importunities, that 
he forſakes me without trouble, that he ſleights my fa- 
wours becauſe he had obtain'd them too eaſily, who 
ſends me back my hair, as a fatal preſent of his mo## 
cruel enemies, and who will retain nothing of me that 
can trouble his repoſe, and his new, or real affeitions ? 
No, no, I ſcorn to die for him, Thave done enough 


without dying, and that would be my utmo$t ſhame, - 


and bis utmo$t vanity ; he would be too prondof that, 
the Traitor, and would brag with too much inſolence, 
that he had made the Prenceſs of Perſia,aud the daugh- 
ter of his fathers Enemy,dte for love : I will rather 
live to hate him,and to deſpiſe him ;, and though 1 be- 
gin too late, and am oncly wiſe to my own own coſt, 
& to my own confuſtont is no matter,though I change 
laſt, I change at leaſt with juſtice, and have the ſa- 
re5fattionto do that without a crime,which he has done 
with a baſeneſs deteFted both by the Gods and men. 
She many times would fall into theſe and ſuch like 
ſpeeches, which it would be hard for me to repeat ; 
and in the end with time, and the conſolation of the 
Queens, of her ſiſter, and of her other friends, ſhe 
arm'd her ſelf ſo ſtrongly with deſpite, and reſent- 
ment of the injury ſhe had receiv'd from you, that if 
ſhe could not reſolve tohate you, ſhe reſolved at leaſt 
to uſe all her endeavours to do ſo, and to blot out of 
her mind as much as ſhe could poſſibly, a remem- 
brance that could not but be moſt fatal to her. This 
reſolution made her receive thoſe remedies that were 
given her for the curing of her ſickneſs; and it was 
faboured with ſo much care, that within a while af- 
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ter, ſhe recovered, and left her bed, healthful in all 
appearance, but in effect ſo ill, and ſo much chan 

ed, that ſhe moved compaſſon in all them that fre. 
quented her, and by her converſation engaged them: 
ſelves in that affection, which none that ever knew 


her could avoid. She then ſtrove to baniſh you quite | ” 
out of her mind, for bad Cleone ever to name you ts © 


her,tore all your Letters, & pray'd her Siſter and her 
friends, not to bring any thing into her mind, by any F 
way of actions or diſcourſes, that might make her ſv 


muchas think of you ; yet was it not without ſtrange 7 
violences,nor without feeling thoſe bitter pangs,which &* 


you may well imagine,if you have truely lov'd her, 


During our ſtay at Memphis, Alexanders ab. | 
ſence ſheltred her from his perſecutions : but after #7 


his return from the temple of Fupiter Hammon, he 


found her ſo much altered, that he was extreamly | 3 


ſenſible of it; he tried allthe ways he could poſhbly 


to learn the cauſe, and not being able to diſcover a 


ny thing, he believ'd that her Captivity, and the 
misfortunes of her houſe, were the onely reafons; 
this conſideration obliged him for ſome time to im- ® 
portune her leſs than he was wont, and in the inte- #7 
rim he made her and the Queens alſo be ſerved #7 
with reſpects and honours, ab'e to have partly abat- 
cd the unhappineſs of their condition. About that £ 
time he gave order for the building of the new City ## 


of Alexandria ; and leaving Penceſtas, and Eſchi- 7 


lus to command in Ep yp, he caus'd us todepart from 
Memphts, to g0 toward Babylon, whither he had # 


heard Darius was retired ; and his diligence was ſo 
great, that within eleven days we incamped upon 


the Bank of the Exphrares,and having paſs'd it witha 7 
Bridge of Boats, within fou r days after we came un- #* 
to the T yer. To 

The courage of the King was indced to be adinir- # 
cd, in the paſſing of that River ; he entred into the *# 
water firſt himſelf, and inviting all his ſoldiers by his *# 
example, made his whole Army wade through that F* 
Current, which is the moſt rapid and impetuous in ## 
the whole world. From thence, after having de- 7 
feated Stratopaces, and ſome other of Darims his 
Troops, he came up to him within an hundred Fur- 
longs. In the mean time Darius his Queen, worn #*# 
out with toilſome Journeys and her ordinary affliti- 


ons, fell {ick, and died within a few dayes after. You 1 


may judge, Sir, by your knowledge of the nature of # 
the Princeſſes, how ſenſible they were of ſo great a 
loſs, and with how many tears they deplored the 
death of a moſt vertuous Princeſs, and a mother that #* 
had always moſt dearly lov'd them; I will not en- 
large my ſelf upon that ſubjeQ; for bciides that the 
Diſcourſe would be troubleſome to you, you have ## 
already heard the particularities of it, and likewiſe 
you know that thenlI left them, to britig the ſforrow- 
ful news utito Dari; I ſaw in what manner you re- I# 
ceiv'd it, and within a few days after, I with you # 
ſaw the iſſue of the bloody Battel of 4rbela; I alſo i 
conducted you, if you remember, unto the Queens i 
Teffts, and having been. witneſs of the wonders you i 
did for their deliverance, I was witneſs alſo of the uſ- 19 
age you received from the Princeſs ; I at that time 
thought it very ſtrange, but having continued with , 
them, aftgg: you went out, I ſince learn'd the cauſe j*# 
of that unſook'd for reception, and wondred no more- |* 
as I had dene, at a favlt which could not be excuſed k# 


lated. & 
Tyreus having made a little top at theſe words, © 
t 'W 
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41 not marvel { faid my Prince, wiping ſome tears 
which that remembrance drew from his eyes ) zf that 
poor Princeſs ſo maliciouſly abuſed, couldnot endure 
the ſight of him, who with ſo much probability, ought 
to paſs in her opinion for the baſe$t of all men living. 
Alas | how juſt was her diſpleaſurc, and how cunning- 
ly, and artificia.ly was that plot contrived ! but pro- 
ceed, Tyreus, for 1 well imagine this 35 not the laſt 


of my misfortunes, 


After the Battel of Arbela ( purſued Tyreus )Ire- 
maind as I was before, inthe ſervice of Syſigambis, 
and the Princeſſes ; and the day after that bloody de- 
feat, Ideparted with them, and paſſing through Arbe- 
lawe arrived at Memnium in three days, and from 
thence march'd with Alexander directly to Babylon. 
But ſcarce were we upon our way, when Maze, 
the Governor of that Province, came to meet him 
with his children, all his friends, and the principal 
Inhabitants of that City ; and preſenting him the keys 
of it, brought him in, and accompanied him himſelf 
within the Walls. ZBagi/tanes, Governor of the Cit- 
tadel, and Keeper of all the Treaſure, delivered up 
both into his hands ; and the Citizens having hung 
the Streets with rich hangings, adorned the Walls 
of their Houſes with their moit coſtly Furniture, and 
trewed the ground all over with Flowers, recciv'd 
him as a God, rather than as a-Man, and ſubmitted 
unto the yoak with an Univerſal applauſe. Alexan- 
der us'd AMazeus, Bagiſtanes, and all the Inhabi- 
tants, with much gentleneſs ; and entring into the 
Town at the head of his Forces, he took poſſeſſion 
of what the cowardiſe of his new ſubjects gave up to 
him, 

In this interim, it would be a hard matter for me 
to repreſent the ſeveral inclinations , which the 
Princeſs had toward you, after your coming into the 
Tent; how much ſoever ſhe ſtrove to hate you, ſhe 
could not be contented with your death, and believ- 
ing you were ſlain in the Battel, ſhe was certainly 
like to die with grief; but being come to Babylon, 
ſhe heard Alexander ſpeak of you,& heard from him, 
that the valiant man, who had done ſo many wonders 
for her liberty , was not killed, and that Exmenes 
having by his command taken him from among the 
dead bodies, had caus'd him to be carried to Arbela, 
where they had left him alive, and with. hope of re- 
covery. The nobleneſs of her heart, rather than 
her love, made her rejoyce at this news ; and re- 
membring out of how many dangers the Gods had 
delivered you, ſhe believ'd you might eſcape that as 
well as the reſt, and though ſhe no longer had any 
deſign upon you, yet did ſhe make ſome prayers for 
your conſervation, and begg'd of the Gods to bring 
you back happily into Scythia, for a recompence of 
the ſervices you had done her family, out of your 
meer generoſity ; it was to that vertue alone ſhe did 


aſcribe themall, and though Cleone put her in minde - 


of the laſt you would have done her, and that Bar- 
fina remembred her of your laſt words, ſo contrary 
to thoſe of your Letter, andto the report of Arbares, 
who ſaid he had left you in Hyrcania, ready to paſs 
the Araxis, whereas ſhe had Tecn you with Darius, 
fighting for her ſafety to the laſt drop of your blood; 
ſheanſwered, that in thoſe words You had 4 ſſembled 
as well asin your former profeſſions; that being upon 
the point of entring into Scythia, the anger of the 
King your Father (who perhaps had been advert:ſed 


of your abode in the Court of his Enemy ) had with- | 


; out doubt made you return to Darius, where your 


Valour had made you fight, with your ordinary ſuc- 
ceſs, And when Zarfsna preſſed her upon that conſi- 
deration, and faid to her ; © But Madam, how vali- 
© ant ſoever he be, or how ſtrictly ſoever baniſt'd 
© from his Countrey , what could thoſe paſſionate 
© words he ſpoke to you ſerve him for, and to what 
purpoſe was that deſpair which he ſo viſibly teſtified, 
if really he did not love you? | 
<« But Parſina( replyed the Princeſs ) what could 
<the ſending back of my bracelet ſerve him for, and 
« to what purpoſe was that Letter ſo ſharp, and ſo 
* full of injuries and indignities, if really he had lov'd 
«me ? Do you think theſe latter ſigns of his love, 
< clearer than thoſe former proofs of his hatred and 
<« contempt ? Or can you imaginany thing that ſhould 
<« have obliged him to it, or any dazeling of our eyes, 
&« that ſhould have made us miſtake his Letter, and 
« my Bracelet ? beſides (purſued ſhe) if you took 
« notice, he never ſpoke one word to pacifie me ; 
<« andafter he had contented himſelf,. with telling me, 
<« inftead of a juitification, thatif I had any thing ts 
* reproach him with, I might takea convenient ſea» 
« ſon, he arrogantly upbraided me with his ſervices; 
<« :nd went out of the Tent, without ſo much as 
<« vouchſafing to give me a ſalute, Do you not judge 
Barſina, thar in permitting me to make reproaches o- 
*« ther where, he confeſſed Thad cauſe todo ſo, and 
that in net deignins to bend his ſpirit to ſome word o 
11ſtification, he had lo$F all the reſpe&t he had, or had 
feigned to have heretofore unto me ? Though the 
Princeſs diſcourled on this manner, yet did ſhe not 
ceaſe often to make reflexion upon your laſt words, 
and upon your laſt actions, and in the uncertainty 
they cauſed in her, ſhe remained in ſuch ſuſpence, be- 
tween her fir{t inclinations and the reſolution ſhe had 
takentolove youno more, that if you had return'd 
at that time, you might without queſtion have blot- 
ted out much of thoſe impreſſions ; but not hearing 
any news atall of you, ſhe in the end abſolutely be- 
lieved, that you had utterly forgotten her. 

In the mean while Alexander expreſſed his love 
to her by an infinite number of proofs ; and duri 
the ſtay he made at Babylon, he hardly paſs'd one 
day without viſiting her : One time when he wasin 
her company with Prolomens and Lyſimachus, fall- 
ing with them upon the diſcourſe of the battel of Ar- 
bela, andof the divers encounters he had had with 
you; he deſired the Princeſs very earneſtly to tell 
him your name and quality ; and ſhe having anſwer- 
ed that ſhe knew younot ; © Whoſoever he be( re- 
© ply'dthe King ) if his birth be equal to his vertue 
* and graceful faſhion, he is exceeding worthy to be 
&« loved, that through his valour was able alone to 
« make me eſteem him ; the declaration he made in 
<«< coming up to me, of his love to you, made me 
<« take a more expreſs careeither of his ſafety, or of 
<* the honor of his burial. *Tis by this Madam ( con- 
&© z3nued he) you may know the nature of the love 
© bear you, fince he who by his own confeſſion had 
<« ſogreata thirſt totake away my life, finds the pre- 
&« ſervation of his own, in the care of his very rival ; 
<« and fince I loſe the remembrance both of mine own 
<« intereſt, and of mine own ſafety, to ſerve a perſon 
«who loves you to the prejudice of my happineſs, 
© and of my life itſelf. This is to have an affeftion 
<<yery pure, and very free from common confidera-' 
«tions; and if you conſider it as you ought, you 
& will certainly loſe much” of that humor which" 

6 makes 
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-t nakes youdiſdain a Prince whois dying for you. | © be ſeparated from you ; perhaps I ſhall come back 
© one day,to lay all my Victories at your feet, and] 
< pray the Gods to grant that I may be able to con- 
© quer your mind, as they make me able to con. 
©quer Kingdoms, and that I may find you as much 
< ſoften'd at my return, as I leave you obdurate at 
©my departure. 


The Princeſs anſwered him very modelitly : < Sir, 

. < ] diſdain not ſo illutrious a perſon, neither do [I 
© receive the honours you do me, any other way 

_ < than as theſtate of my preſent condition may per- 
«< mitme; I confeſs I have great obligations to you, 
© and by their greatneſs,] itrive as much as | can po- 
<« {fble, to counterballance the evils you have done 
« ys; but Sir, what particular marks ſoever you 
&« sive meof your affection, which way would you 
& have me to receive the proofs and expreſſions of 
& your love, while you perſecute my Father with ſo 
& much cruelty ; and that not being ſatisfied with the 
£< uſurpation of his dominions, you aim ſo cagerly 


c« 1this life, and refuſe him the retreat of a littel cor- 


;<ner, which is all he hath left of ſo many Countries 
« he formerly poſſeſſed? Which way would you have 
{< me receive the offers you make me of yourliberty, 
& ſo long asI am deprived of mine own; and how will 
& you have me believe my ſelf your Queen and your 
& Miftreſs, ſo long asI know I am really your priſon- 
«er, and your Captive? Alexander was aſhamed 
at this diſcourſe, and with his hand hiding the bluſh 
which came into his face, ** Your reproaches Ma- 
©« dam ( ſaid he) have much reaſon hitherto, but the 
<« cauſe of them ſhall quickly ceaſe with the War ; 
« which if I have made againit Darzz, it has been 
« for Empire, and for glory ; and if I be firm inthe 
« proſecution of my Victory, it isleſs to have the 
<« honour of Conquering him, then to have the means 
<& of uſing him generoully ; it is that I may my ſelf 
< reſtore that to him, which I have glortouſly taken 
« from him ; and to make you Miltreſs of 4/;a by 
c« the gift you ſhall receive of it from me, rather than 
<« by ſucceſſion. 
 « When we ſhall ſee theſe effects ( replyed the 
© Princeſſe) of your goodneſs, and of the affecti- 
© on you profeſs to me,neither Darizs will be ſo un- 
& orateful as not to acknowledge that obligation as 
<« he ought, nor I ſo diſobedient as not to ſubmit un- 
« tothe command he ſhall lay upon me, to honour 
© y6Uu, and to eſteem your perſon, both according to 
«the greatneſs of your actions, and to the favours 
&« you ſhall dous. Though Alexander was not ſa- 
tisfied with this anſwer, he feigned nevertheleſs to 
be fo, ani from that time forward he labourcd to 
win her love, by all the actions which he thought 
might be pleaſing to her. | 
After we had itaid a month at Babylon, we were 
to remove from thence to Sſa, Abulites the Go- 
vernour of that Town, did as 7{azews had done; 
and coming to meet Alexander upon the bank of the 
River Hydaſpes, delivered it up into his hands, with 
infinite ſtore of ſpoil, and fifty thouſand talents. 
That Town putan endto the Princeſſes voyages, and 
Alexander finding by Statira's countenance and diſ- 
courſe, how much ſhe was troubled to run after all 
his expeditions, and to endure the incommodities of 
his Army, gave them leave to reſide in that City, 
from whence they have never ſtirr'd ſince that time, 
having left the charge of them to Archelavs, Xeno- 
philzs, and Callicrates, with three thouſand ſelected 
AAacedonians for their Guard, and for the Garriſon 
of the Town. Before his departure he went to take 
his leave of them, and talking with S:arira, while 
Hepheſtion, who was in love with Pariſati, and fa- 
voured by the King in his affetion, was entertaining 
her. *Madam ( /aid he) lam forced to leave you, 
© but thoughI go from hence, my thopghts ſhall not 


| 


The Pr.nceſs reply*d, © You ſhall always find me i 


* moſt ready to acknowledge both your worth and #7 


*the favours you do me, and I will never rule my ® 


ca 
ea 


Fr 


ions othewiſe than by the will of my Parents, 
nd the uſage they ſhall receive from you. If the 


inceſs had followed her own inclinations, ſhe 


would have repulſed him with leſs obliging terms; 
but being extreamly diſcreet ſhe would not exaſpe. 


rate a young Victorious Prince by her diſdains, nor 
give him occaſion by her deportment, to caſt off that #7 
reſpect which he had ever ſhewed her. 


ed 
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He depart- 
on this manner from Sfa, and left them by his = 


abſence in a very preat tranquility : it laſted for 
ſome t'me without interruption ; but within a while 
after,the Queen was carneitly ſollicited by 17adates 


her Nephew, and Governour of the Province of the | 
Uxians, who having incenſed Alexander by his re. 
ſiſtance, and not being able to obtain pardon, im: & 


WS e: 
A 
De 


oa.) 


plored her credit with him from a Town wherc he 


was beſieged, and reduced to extremity. Syſig am 


bes 


ſuffered her ſelf to be urged a great while before "wh 
Eb 


ſhe could find in her heart to make any requeſt to #7 


A 
im 


exander ; bntin the end being forced to it by the 
portunities of Aſadates, who had ſtirr'd up that 


diſpleaſure onely by his fidelity, ſhe wrote to him 


in 


the life of her Nephew. 


his favour, and beſought him to grant her only 
I was diſpatch'd to the 


Kings with her Letter,andI obtain'd not only 2adates 
his ſafety,but alſo his re-eftabliſhment in all his Com- #7 
mands, and the conſervation of the Priviledges of his 
people, with the ſame immunities and advantages 


they enjoyed under Darius. 


of 


He ſent back ſome 
his ſervants with me, who brought a Letter to the 


Queen, and another to the Princeſs ; that to the 

Queen contained only Civilities, and the other to BZ 
the Princeſs was as near I can remember in thefe 
words. 377 


Ul 
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Alexander to the Princeſs 
Statira. 


Give Madates his life to the Qucen who. 7 
asked it of me, and I give the whole Pro- 
nce to my Princeſs who acked me nothing 31 
would it pleaſed the Gods that ſhe were as eaſie , 
to be entreated, and that ſl,e wonld loſe all her 


or to me,as quickly as the remembrance. of, | 
r hath. diſſipated all my anger againſt thoſe i 
at have relation to her. It is onely of you 


fair Statira that T implore the ſame mercy 


which theſe vanquiſhd people have obtained, i 
ſence it is for you alone that T ſuſſer much ſhar- | 
per pains than thoſe which they apprehend- 
ed; uſe me but as T uſe them, and do not. 
diſhonor your Conqueſt by ſhewing cruelty in 
his deſtruFion, who hath rendred himſclf 
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without any relijtance TI hope for this effect 
7 generoſity, and only from your 


for the ſafetyof 
Alexander. 


from gout 
goodne [s, 


The Princeſs Pariſatis received one allo from He- 
pheſtion ; but I having no interelt in it, never deſired 
to learn what it was : The Princeſs Statira by the 
Queens advice anſwered Alexander to this purpoſe. 


The Princeſs Statira to King 
Alexander. 


Oth in the ſafety of Madates, and in all 
your ations, w? receive proofs of your 
vertue. T ſpall always have a moſt juſtly de- 
ſerved value of it, and for the favour our 
Triends have received from you; deſires full 
of acknowledgement and eſteems this 7s all that 


a Captive can do for her Lord, and all that 


Great Alexander can expe from the nnfor- 
tunate 


NStatira. 


She received yet ſome other Letters, which 1t ts 
not neceſſary for me to repeat, and after theſe Mel- 
ſages, O Gods! can I have the heart to tell it you ? 

theſe poor Princeſſes received the' fatal news of the 
death of poor Dari, and withina few days the bo- 
dy of that great Prince which Alexander ſent them, 
to beſtow upon it the honours of Burial. Be pleaſed 
Sir, to vive me leave to be brief in this ſad Story, 
and (as the induſtrious Painter ) to cover that ſor- 
row with a Vail which I am not able to repreſent : 
It will ſuffice me to tell you that all the moſt dolefull 
and lamentable expreſſions of grief and deſpair, ap- 
peared then to the full in the actions of thoſe Prin- 
ceſſes ; and that being overwhelmed with ſuch a 
bloody ſurcharge of afliction, they with all hope of 
conſolation,loſt all their remainder of courage and re- 
ſolution, they lay many days proſtrate upon the 
ground, vailed and ſeparated fromall converſation,and 
ſolemnized this laſt loſs with ſo many tears, that we 
doubted their lives would find a paſſage through 
their eyes.I will not weary youwith reckoning up the 
ccremonics whichwere obſerved at the funeral of that 
great King,they were too deeply afflicted to affect a- 
ny extraordinary pomp in ſo ſorrowtful an action; and 
Dariu was too deeply buriedin their hearts,toſuffer 
them toimploy their cares in the Fabrick of a Monu- 
ment, leſs ſenſible,and leſs worthy ofthe aſhes of that 
Freat Prince, 
Upon his Tomb they offercd tears of blood, lock 


oftheir hair, and made imprecations againſt Alex- 


ander ;, but" ſcarce had they allow'd any reſpit to 
their firlt tranſports of grief; when he arriv'd at Su- 
ſa, whither the deſign of viſiting them, and giving 
them ſome conſolation, had brought him with ſome 
of his friends, Among thoſe that accompanied him 
was Prince Oxiartes the deceaſed Kings brother,who 
had been found among the priſoners, and whom the 
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King after he had favoured Him as his quality and ver- 
tue deſerved, had received into the number of his 
friends, and ſettled again in all his dignities : he 
would needs wait upon him in a viſit to perſons 
that were ſo near and dear to him ; and: indeed the 
ſight of him gave them all the comfort which this laſt 
blow of Fortune had left them capable to receive. He 
ſadly mingled his tears with theirs, and for Darizs 
his death expreſſed all the reſentments of a go0dBro- 
ther, and of a vertuous Prince. | 
Alexander found thoſe poor afflicted Ladies-in a 
chamber the windows whereof were cloſe ſhut up, 
and ſcarce could he peceive them in ſo gloomy and 
mournful an obſcurity. By the light of certain great 
Tapers, he ſaw ſo many tears fall from the eyes of 
the Princeſs, that his heart was nearly touched with 
compaſſhon. That firit day he did nothing but weep 
with them, the next he endeavoured to give them 
ſome conſolation, he ſpent many others likewiſe in 
that employment, and never deſiited from that care 
till he ſaw their grief a little abated, when he ſound 
they were ſomething in better condition, and that he 
judg'd the Princeſs capable of other diſcourſe, / he 
felt again into proſcſſions of love, and renewed his 
proteltations with ſo much ardor, that ſhe thereby 
under{tood the violence of his paſſion better than ſhe 
had ever done before, Her grief was very ſenſibly 
rcdoubled by it, and having ſuffered him fome time 
with patience, when ſhe ſaw he perſevered with 
ob!tinacy, ſhe could nolonger keep in her indignati- 
on, nor hide the reſentment ſhe had againſt him who 
had deitoyed their houſe ; and one day when he had 
urged her extraordinarily, after having looked upon 
him with anceye inflamed with anger, S:r, (faid ſhe) 
you are yet dyed with the blood of Darius, and by 
thoſe winning marks of your affection, you would ob- 
lize his Daughter to love you ; the Queen my Mother 
lately expired under the pains ſhe ſuffered in her Cap- 
tivity, and you would have me look with a loving eye 
pon him that has ſent her to ber grave; the fields are 
yet covered with the carcaſſes of a million of our Sub- 
jeits; and of the moſt eminent of our kindred, the 
ruins of our faireſt Cities are yet ſmoaking with the 
fire that has devoured them, and all the Countreys 
which bcretofore obeyed the King.my Father ; are at 
this preſent objeits only of terrour and defolation, and 
you would have me give wy ſelf to him who has laid 
them waſte, to the murtherer of my neareſt friends, 
and to the crucl deſtroyer of the Kingdom and Family 
of Perſia. Nogno Sir, *trs not by ſuch like obligations - 
"tts not by the blood uf her friends, nor by the rnine of 
her EStates, that the heart of a Princeſs is to be 
woun ; how great vertne ſoever ſnines viſibly in you, 
and what marks of oreataeſs ſoever I acknow!ledge, I 
cannot Conſider you otherwiſe than as the murtherer of 
my mother, and the murtherer of my father. Give 
at leaſt ſome truce 10 her whom you have deprived of a 
father that was the greateſt of all the Kinss of the 
Earth, of a mother who moſt tenderly lov'd her, and 
of the hepe of the moſt fluuriſhing Empire in the world, 
Enjoy that peaceably which they and 1 reſigntoyou, 1 
neither envy you your vittories, nor your Kingdoms ; 
envy not me therefore the repeſe I beg, and ſuffer that - 
all that remains of Darius way Spend the remnant of 
her life in tranquility, in ſome tittle corner of thoſe 
Territorics which were formerly his, It ts not till the 
extremity Sir, and after the loſs of the hope you had 
given of Darius his ſafety, and re-cſtabliſhment, that 
I make this requeſt ro you, and this A. T7 
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90 
have carried my ſelf toward you hitherto as a Prin- 
ceſs, who though jhe had a thouſand cauſes to hate you, 
had yet a father to preſerve, and 1 ſuffered an affetti- 
on which the death of the Queen wy mother, and 
that of ſo many thouſands of our Subjeits, ought to 
have made me rejett with horror, onely to make uſe 
of it, to the advantage of a Father, whom the Gods 
bad yet been pleaſed ro leave me, You have depriv- 
ed me of him ſince, 'both contrary to pity, which 1s na” 
| tural to men; contrary to the veneration duc to ſa- 
cred perſons; and contrary to the promiſes you had 
made me your ſelf; you have proſecuted him to the laſt 
moment of his life, and never gave him over, till yort 
had ſeen him breathe out his ſoul by ſo crutl a death, 
that your ſelf and all that wear a Crown, ought to 
tremble at it with horror, Now that I have ſuffer. 
ed all, and loſt all, I have nothing wore left to appre- 
hend,nor nothing to defire ;, and I need no longer aiſ- 
Semble with a perſon, whom I no longer fear, ana 
from whom I no longer hope for any thing. 1 am not 
gonorant, Sir, of the power which Vittory and ſur- 
pation have given you over me, but neither am 1 1gno- 
rant of the means to free my ſelf from it, as Joon as 
1 ſhall ſee you endeavour to abuſe it ; and the Gods 


who have cau'd me to be born a Princeſs have taught 


»7e the way to die alſo like a Princeſs. 

Theſe words ſtruck Alexander with a very great 
aſtoniſhment, and ſhe had hardly ended them, when 
riſing from before him, ſhe went into another Cham- 
ber, and would neither ſee him, nor hear him any 
more, notwithitanding ali the intreatics that were u- 
ſed toher,and all the commands ſhe received from the 
Queen. © Alexander admiring the greatneſs of her 
courage, and not being able to contradict the truth 
of her reproaches, was yetſo itung with them, that 
he protelied before Syſ17ambrs, he would never im- 
portune her more while he liv'd, and that he would 
change the deſign he had had for her advantage, unto 
the favour of ſome other Miſtreſs. So without mak- 
ing any longer ſtay at Su/a, he took horſe with thoſe 
that had attended him, and carrying back Ox:artes 
with him, he return'd unto his Army, which was in 
my ſame place where he had left it a few days be- 
ore. 

* Before he went away, he gave order that the 
Queen and the Princeſſes, with all the companions 
of their fortune, ſhould be no longer kept as priion- 
ers, knowing well that after the death of. Da» 172, 
andthe loſs of all they had, their ſurelt retreat was 
under his protection; he therefore ſettled great al. 
flowances to maintain them, and left them in a 
perfect liberty. Hereupon many of the Ladies whoſe 
husbands and Fathers had continued {till at their own 
houſes, or had been re-eſtabliſhed in them, and 
their commands, by Alexander, went home again 
unto them : Roxana's Mother was one of that num- 
being ſent for by her husband, who having retired 
into his Government, had not yet felt the power of 
Alexander, She departed from Suſa, when ſhe had 
taken her leave of the Queen and Princeſſes, and 
took her daughter Roxana along with her. Statira 
wholoved her not, was not ſorry for her going a- 
way ; and though cunning Roxana ſhed ſome difſem- 
bling tears at that ſeparation, the Princeſs to whom 
her malice was well enough known, - ſhewed but ve- 
Ty little trouble for parting with her. 

The daughters of King Occhws, fair, and vertu- 
ous Princeſſes, and the daughters of Aſentor, re- 


mained {till at S*/a, Barſina would not forſake | 
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Statira, with whom ſhe was knit ina moſt conſtay 
friendſhip, though ſhe heard within a while after thy 
her Father Arrabazus with the relt of his Family 
had been courtcouſly receiv'd by Alexander, and 
placed in thenumber of his dearelt and moſt confide. 
rable friends ; and certainly his vertue deſerv'd thy 
uſage, for having preſerv'd ſo inviolablea fidelityty 
his deceaſed King, that the changes of his fortune 
had never made him capable of change. 


The Court of 5zſa would at that time have bee Ps 


reaſonable fair, if it had not becn compoſed of per. 
ſons, whoſe faces were the true pictures of ſorroy 
and deſolation ; the ſituation of that Town is very 
pleaſant, and the conveniency of the Walks invite! 
the Princeſſes often to divert part of their melanchy. 
ly inthem. They ſpent a whole year there without 
being troubled with any new diſquiet, and hearing 
every day the marvellous progreſs of Alexaner; 
Forces, they learn'd how he had vanquiſhed the 
Mardes, and conquered all Hyrcania, how he hat 
ſubdued the Druches ; the Evergetes, the 'ydasji. 
ans, and ail the people that inhabit near Mount Cas 
caſus, how he had alſo made the Zatlri4s and Zo! 
drans ſubmit unto him; and how all the Territorie 
that heretofore were under Darizs, had already re-| 
ceiv'd the Macedonian yoals, and lived under the 


in a {till calm, and a very perfect obedience : The} 
molt plealing news they heard, was that of the pu} 


niſhment of Befſizz, whom aſter he had ſeiſed upon 


Battria, Alexand«r had taken, by his own cow 


diſe, and the conipiracy of his friends; and that 
great King, deteiting fo wicked a fellow, ftain'd 
with the murther of his Prince, had deliver'd him in 
to O-viartes hands, who to revenre the death of his 
brother, had caus'd that Parfcide to be put to death, 
by an extraordinary kind of execution ; he made four 


Treesto be bended down by a great number of men, 


and cauſing the legs and the arms of that diſloya| 
man to be fat ticd unto the branches of them, they 
being all let flip with violence, tore every' one its 
quarter, and difinembred that miſerable wretch, 
-lexander pardoned i 


with marvellous ſuddennefs. 


Narbazancs at the intercciſion of the Eunuch Bavoa © 


who was in greater favour with him, than he had 


been with Dari, 


After this news,they heard another, at which they] 


were very much ſurpriſed, and that was the Marriage 


of Ale--ander to Rexana,which by the haſtineſs of it, 


hlPd his whole Court, and all 4a, with aſtoniſh-* 


ment, 


At theſe words, my Prince interrupted the 


Eunuch, What (ſaid he) has Alexander than mar # 


ried the wicked Roxana ? Yes, Sir, (anſwered the 


Eunuch) and learn but in two words how that ad-| 


venture was related to us. 


Alexander being come 
into the Province of the Saicans, Roxana”s father BY 


who was Governour of it, after he had delivered vp 


all the Towns, and the whole Countrey into his} 


hands, made him a very ftately reception , ang 
a moit magnificent entertainment. 


His fajref® 


ornament in the Kings eye, was. his daugi-F 
ter Roxana, who accompanied by thirty other F 


Ladies, choſen amons3 the moi} beautifull of dll 'F 5 
that Province, waited upon the ins all the while he WF 
was at meat, and that Prince who had formerly ſeen E ; 
her near the Queens, with an indifferent eye,thought 
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herat that time ſo attraive, that he became paſh- 


onately in love with her, and having by long abſence, 
by his great employment, and partly by difoain 
quenched the affection he had borne Srarirs, he ” ths 
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4 to make Roxana his wife, and not deferring 
—_ to effect it,declared his intention to his friends, 
and to the Father of that Princeſs, and having the 


conſent of all, either through fear, or through com- 
liance, he conſummated the marriage the ſame day, 


| and rais d that proud, malicious woman to a fortune 
# which ſhe had never pretended to. 


" The Queen, and the Princeſſes were amazed at 


- at this news, and though they did not at all envy her 


© advancement, their knowledge of her humour made 


Z them apprehend her power, and fear ſome part of 
= thoſe misfortunes which have ſince befallen them Yet 
” Statira was exceeding glad that ſhe was by that mar- 
_ riage delivered from Alexanders importunities, and 
= began to live with more tranquility, than ſhe had 
” qgonefince the loſſe of Darizs, and the belietof your 
> ſuppoſedinfidelity : In the mean time notwithſtand- 
= ingallthe care ſhe had taken to blot you out of her 
© remembrance, yet could ſhe not utterly doit, but 


on return'd into it in ſo many, and ſo different forms 


= that ſhe hardly knew you any more, 


Scarce did you begin to appear unto her imagina- 


. tion, as that brave Oroondares by whom ſhe had been 
= ſoperfecly loved, and from whom ſhe had received 
ſo many ſervices, but preſently a new fancy repre- 


ſent:d you, asthat faichlefle, and diſ-obliging Prince 
of Scythia, who had ſo cruelly forſaken her, and fo 
mortally injured her : She ſpent the moſt part of her 


= life in theſe different thoughts, and ſeem'd ſo looſned 
> from all other cares, and all other divertiſements, 


= that the Queen, the Princeſs her ſiſter, and her belt 


2 friends, had with the hope, given over alſo the cn- 
& deavour of making her forget her ſadneſs. 


| Itis not neceſſary for me, Sir, to tell you all the 


E lefle important particulars of her life ; during Alex- 


anders abſence there hapned nothing remarkable at 


= 5Sſa, but in the end two years after his departure, 
© we heard he was returning thither, having ſubdued 


the /ndies, andall the people that inhabit on this ſide 


= of the River Garges. 
= news, with their ordinary moderation, and to ſhor- 
ZZ ten this Diſcourſe, within ſome days after they ſaw 
2 him come back with a Triumphant Army, laden 
= with the Spoils of the greater part of the world. As 
ſoon as he was arrived, he went to viſit them, and 


pd 


The Princeſſes receiv'd this 


rendred them all the civilities and honours they could 


# haveexpected from thoſe whom the Gods had made 
# tobe born their ſubjects. 


He entertain'd the Princeſs with Diſcourſes full of 


= reſpect, and remembring the reſolution he had taken 


= athis departure, and the affection he had promiſed 
2 tohis Queen Roxana, he continued a few days in a 
=} very great coldneſs, and converſed with her in terms 
* full ofindifferency, But in the end the fight of her 


waken'd his paſſion, which was but laid aſleep, and 
the charms of that fair Princeſs working their uſual 


effects wiped out of his mind both all his reſolutions, 
and allthe impreſſions which the beauty and ſubtilty | 
| of Roxanihad made init. 


That new Queen had ftaid behind at Paſargada, 


| 'by reaſon of a ſickneſs that hindred her from accom- 


panying the King to S»ſa, and it was her abſence 
that gave him a fuller liberty to fall again into his old 
affection, He began his Courtſhip afreſh with 


more earneſtneſs than before, and confirming himſelf 
by the cuſtome of Perſia, which permits the marry- 
ing of many wives, ke return'd unto the ſervice of 
Statira with that deſign, and labored to gain her 
= conſent, by all the proofs it was poſſible to give her 
be: ( of his love, 
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He found her the ſame he had left her when he 
went away, and received anſwers from her, that 
would a thouſand times have repulſed, or athouſand 
times made deſperate another man, whoſe courage 
had been lefle firm and conſtant. But that great 
Prince being invincible in all things perſevered with 
ſo unſhaken a reſolution, and combated her mind 
with ſo much patience, that the Princeſs conſidering 
with what ſubmiſſion, and reſpect heſerved her, be- 
ing in a condition that gave him all manner of autho- 
rity over her, beganto loſe ſome part of her averſi- 
on, or of the reſentment ſhe had againſt him ; and 
accuſtomed her ſelf to receive him, and ſuffer bim 
with more mildneſs and compliance than ſhe was 
wont before ; not that ſhe could diſpoſe her ſelf to 
love him, and ſway her mind into a ſecond paſſion, 
after having been ſo unhappy in the former ; for hav- 
ing been ſo ill dealt withall by the firft man ſhe had 
ever lov'd, ſhe had conceiv'd a general indignation 
againſt all others,but at leaſt ſhe brought her ſelf to 
look upon him as the greateſt Prince in the world ; 
and as he, who of all men living, did at that time 
expreſs moſt affettion to her, Alexander was con- 
tented for a while with this alteration, which he 
thought very advantageous to him,hoping that he 
might win her 1aſenſibly, and that having oblig- 
ed her to ſome complianceand eſteem, he rs 
at laſt engage her in the affection he ſo much defir- 
ed ; but when he found that all his hopes were 
vain, and that ſhe continued {till in the ſame terms, 
he thought beſt to beg the aſſiſtance of her friends, 
and of thoſe that had any authority over her, and 
having vainly employed the credit of Cleone, Apa- 
2:44, and of the Princeſs Pariſarzs her ſelf, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelfto Queen Sy/z9ambrs, and diſcovered 
his heart, and paſhon unto her, inſuch moving, and 
obliging words, that meeting with a mind already 
full of elteem of him, he wrought init alfoa great 
willingneſs and deſire to procure his ſatisfaction in 
that deſign. 

When ſhe was retired, ſhe ſent for the Princeſs 
into her Chamber, and having commanded all to 
withdraw, ſhe ſpoke to her Grand-child to this pur- 
poſe, *Ialways believ'd ( my Starira ) that this re- 
< fiftance you have ſhown againſt Alexanders affeti- 
© on, had becn an effect of that great courage which 
<you drew from the illuſtriouſnefſe of your birth, 
©from the example of your Anceſtors, and from the 
© reſentment you ſtill had for the lofſes of our Family, 
© again{t him that is the Author of them; and truely 
©[ have hitherto found ſo much juſtice in thoſe 


© thoughts that I have not condemn'd you for them. 


© But now that fortune has wholly rejeted us, and 
© abſolutcly ſubmitted us to him, who ſubmitted him- 
© ſelf abſolutely to us, methinks we ſhould part with 
* alittle of our ſeverer reſolutions, for him that parts 
© with much of the rights he hath over us, and no 
© longer ſeek our own utter ruine, inan unſeemly and 
© unſeaſonable generoſity. Alexander our Conque- 
© rour, and our Maſter, woes you with the ſubmiſſi- 
© ons of a ſlave, toa thing whereof all the glory, and 
< all the advantage will be yours, and he who by all 
© manner of rights, may obtain all that he candefire 
© of you, upon terms that: are moſt ſhameful, and 
© very different ſrom thoſe he offers you, deveſts him- 
«ſelf ofall his power, to preſent you the Empire of 
© the whole world, with reſpects, and humilitics 
« which are very extraordinary, 
© Conſider, ( Sratira) and do not fill perſiſt in a 
I 2 | rigor, 


O2 
© rigour; which wouldprove deftructive to you, and 
© which isno longer confiitent with reaſon, nu, nor 
< with generoſity it ſelf; if ſome of his actions have 
< siven us cauſe of tears, and of complaints againit 
< him, tet-us believe that the Gods who had deltined 
* him to an univerfal Monarchy, and to the ruine of 
<our family, could not have made the Reliques of it 
< fall into the hands. of a more gentle an4 indulgent 
© Conqueror ; and let us confider thatthe evils he has 
<done us, and which by the will of the Gods he 


© was decreed to do us, if they can be counterpoiled: 


< by obligations, are ſo by thoſe he voluntarily hath 
<Jaid upon us. In ſhort, Statira, fear, or rather ſet 
<usall fear, he may. change his humor, and grow 
& weary at laſt of intreating her whom without 
< puniſhment he may conſtrain : Thisis the counſel 
<1 give you, both for your own intereſt and ours; 
and fince that by the death of my dear children, 
there remains none but my ſelf, who hath any law- 
fat power over you, I command you as much as | 
© candonow, not to reſiit his affection any more, ſo 
© long as he ſhall ſue for yours by means that are. fo 
© oforious to you, and by offers of a Crown which 
© raiſe our houſe again,to a muchgreater ſplendor than 
© that from whence it is fallen, 
Having ended theſe words, fhe left the Princeſs 
alone, with liberty todigeſt them : ſhe at firit thought 
it extream difficult, and defended her ſelf a long time 
againſt the. conſideration of her obedience to the 
Queen; againſt the dangers wherewith ſhe threatned 
her, and againſt the advantages ſhe propoſed unto 
| her; but being ſome few days after urged again, 

with the like, or more preſſing arguments, and ſee- 
| Ing her ſelf perſecuted by thoſe friends ſhe eſteemed 
moſt,ſhe open'd her eyes to the truth of thoſe reaſons 
they alledged, and looking upon Alexander, whom 
till then ſhe had beheld only with diſdain, ſhe ſaw 
nothing in his perſon that was not truly great, and 
truly amiable. He is ( as you know) a very hand- 
ſome Prince, in the flower of his age, and endowed 
( beſides that valot which has made him the greate(t 
of all men living ) with all the qualities that can ren- 
dera perſon moſt compleat. The Princeſs conſide- 
ring theſe things, without that animoſity, which be- 


fore had hidden all the luſtre of them from her, and 


 remembring that by your infidelity, ſhe was more 
_ thandifpenſed with, for the promiſe which ſhe had 
* made to you, and of which ſhe believed you would 
never exact the performance, ſuffered her ſelf in the 
end, {though with very much adoe ) to be over- 
come by ſo many appearances of reaſon, and by the 
perſwaſions of all thoſe that had any credit with 
her. | 

Oroondates could not forbear interrupting the Eu- 
nuch in this part of. his Relation, with ſo many ſobs, 
and ſuch lamentable complaints, that he forced him 
. to break off the thread of his Diſcourſe; and melt in- 
to tears of compaſſion. His fire was kindled again 


- bythis recital, and ſo much of his affe&tion as was ! 


fmothered by the belief of his Princefles infidelity, 
broke forth again into ſuch a violent flame, by the 
Knowledge of her innocence, that he became more 
ardent, and more paſſionate than ever; He was a 
great while before he could ſettle again, and when 


T yrens ſaw hima little recovered, he went on with * 


his ſtory on this manner. 
I will not relate unto you, Sir, the joy of Alexar- 
der, northe ſumptuous preparations for the Wed- 


ding, but will only tell you, that within a few days | 
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after he'had her conſent, he maraied her publicklyg 
Snſa, with allthe pomp, and all the magnifice 
which the high quality of two ſuch eminent perſoy 
could require, and crowned her Queen of all the peg. 
ple that lived under his obedience. That Wedgi 


- wasnot celebrated alone ; for with the liking of th 


King, Sy/igambis, Artabaſus, and of all thoſe thy 
had intereſt in them, Zepheſt:oz married the Prince 
Pariſatis, and ſhortly after Prolomeus, and Eumenc, 
Apamia and Arſinoe, Artabaſus his two young i 
daughters, and many other Princes, and Lords os 
the Court, were wedded to the Princeſſes, and; 
dies of Perſia, The King then ſeeing himſelf peace © 
able poſleſſor of that beauty, for which he had ſigh(7 
ſo long, deſired to ſtifle the remembrance of all py 
misfortunes, in an univerſal joy; and reſtored tho 
happy dayes to Perſia, which had ſo long been b 
niſhed thence, Syſgambis, took the ſame place wii 
him, ſhe had enjoyed with Darins, and really gaufſ 
him the aftetion ſhe had born unto that dear ſon.04; 
artes and Artabaſus were in greater ſplendor ani 
authority than they had been under him, and all th 
Perſians began generally under the mildnefs of hif& 
Reign, to recover breath. after that tedious burtha® 
of their miſeries, and hope of that quiet peace whid®* 
had foraken them, The King having got ſo rich 


prize of Beauties, took his revenge upon them, ſal 


D 


all the diſquiets they had made him ſuffer, and mae 


much of his fair-Queen, with fo dear a tenderneſs, 
that ſhe began to approve that out of affection, which 
ſhe had yeilded to only out of reaſon of State ; ſhi 
began to condemn that obſtinacy, which had ſo lon 
made her fly from her own happineſfſe, and by te 
ſtrength of her vertue, baniſhing all thoſe remen. 
brances that could withdraw her from the loveſhi* 
owed, unto the husband which the Gods had givaJ® 


her, ſhe gave her ſelf to love himin- good earneſt; 


” her dutie, and the proofs of his affection obliged 
er. 
way all thoſe ſorrows which were wont to appearini 
her troubled countenance , and by a compliance 
worthy. to be eltecmed, ſhes ſet forth her beauties 
with all the ornaments, which the nusfortunes of he 
houſe had caus'd her to lay afide. m 
But fcarce had ſhe begun to taſte the ſweetneſk 
which this change of her condition might hae 
brought her, when Queen Roxana came to Suſ; 


ſhe had not yet fully recovered the ficknefle that hal 


detained her at Paſargada, but having got a hint of 
the Kings relaps into his' old paſſion, and of his de # 
ſigne for a ſecond matriage, ſhe reſolv'd to breaki # 
by the means ſhe had ina readinefſe ; but being a 


vertiſed of it too late, ſhe arrivcd not at Sz/atill eight WF 


daysafter the wedding, I can very hardly tell you - 
the greatneſſe of her diſpleaſure at it, and the words 


which jealouſie , and the competition of a rival 


much advantaged above her, made her to bring forth. | 
It being. no longer in het power to hinder a thing ak 


ready done, ſhe took a reſolution at feaſt to alienate # 


their minds as much as poſſible ſhe cou'd, and to'put # 


Statira again into her firſt affection, thereby to witlk #* . 
draw her from what ſhe owed to a husband, whom 7 
ſhe defired to poſlefſe alone. With this determine 
tion ſhe went to viſit her the next day after her art i 
val, and after a ſalute full of civility and diſſimulation, # 
and an hour of indifferent diſcourſe, ſhe pray'd n«t 
to withdraw into her Cloſet, for ſhe had: ſomething 


to ſay to her in private : J he Queen didas ſhe deſired, 
and ſhutting the dore, when they were alone, R m_ ch 
| - bro 


Then it was, that to pleaſe him, ſhe droves 
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brolte ſilence inthefe words; Ir i hard for me Mar | © much more with mine ; and! indeed I was they Sw 
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dam, longer io conceal the obligation winch you bave | < fonto whom it was addrefled; being. the Anſwer of 


rome; and the deſire I have to be better beloved of | 
. ©went along with the man who came from 4&do/0: 


you than 1 bave been heretofore, forces me to acclare 


that 'tis to me alone you owe this eſtabliſhment, and | 
| *ſent me back, was one of my own hair; and the Let- 


thts greatneſs to. which you are now raiſed, 


\- The Princeſs aſtoniſhed at this beginning, would | 
have reply'd, when Roxana perceiving her amaZe- | 


"ment, purſued: vn this manner, © Let not this dif- 
© courſe ſurpriſe you Madam I ſay nothing but 
<truth,and1 will quickly make you fee it by infallible 
© proofs; yet to {peak unfeignedly, when I laboured 
« fox your happineſs, I did not pretend to that I now 
« poſſeſſe z for perchance I ſhould not have been ſo 
« 500d afriend as to procure that Fortune for you to * 
<my own prejudice, which {ſince that time the gods 
© have granted to my ſelf; but having always be- 
< liev'd, that only the Daughter of Darius was wor- 
© thy to be the wife of Alexander the Great, I uſed 
© all my endeavours to diſpoſe her to love him, and 
<©to drive out of her mind all thoſe thoughts thar 
© might withdraw her from a felicity which ſhe reject- 
< ed out of conſiderations that were jultly to be blam- 
©cd, That was it which made me often go atout to 
© make a difference between you an41 'Uroonadates, 
< and which made me at laſt find a means to baniſh 
© him out of your hcart, and to introduce an affecti- 
Con that would be more advantageous to you. 
True it is Madam, that my knowledge how firm- 
<ly you were fixt upon a perſon as unhappy as your 
Eſelf, made me take recourſe to all kind of inventi- 
* ons that I might, to give. you inclinations more 
© profitable to your ſelf ; I feigned to love him, 
(thereby to win him from you ; and though I labour- 
<cd but in vain, and that heever preferred his-fideli- 
(ty toyou inviolable, I fortunately drew the means 
© from that diſimulation, to make him utterly loſe 
your favour, and to make him paſſe in your opini- 
© on, for guilty and diſloyal, though he were in etfect 
£ the moſt faithful, and the moſt innocent of all men 
6 living, 

Statira interrupting her at theſe words, © Ah ! 
© Madam ( ſaid ſbe ) what is this you tell me? Was 
* Oroonaates innocent after the proofs he gave me of 
Fits infidelity, which are ſo clear and viſible,. that it 
<15 not poſhble for him to difavow them himſelf, if 
*he be yetalive ? © He was ſo (replyed Roxana cold- 


*T uſed, if my defign had been very good, and the 
fſucceſſe very advantageous for you : and to make 
*1t appear to. you Madam (continu'd ſhe) all the | 
* knowledge yourever had of his lnconſtancy, comes | 


*only from the fending back of the Bracelet you } 


* gave him, and from a Letter which you received by 
*one of his ſervants; as for the Bracelet'it never 
* was in his hands after the time he was at Damaſcrs, 
where I made it to be ſtollen:from him,by the ſame 
* Arbates, who'brought it to you, and whom I by 
* gifts corrupted'to deceive his Maſter, and after- 
* ward to forſake him to ſerve me in the defignLhad 
*againſt him. "Then for the. Letter, it was. not in- 
*tended to you; and-if you-have it ſtill, you may 
*obſerve it hath no Superſcription upon it, but that 
©by which it was directed to you, was written-upon 
*another paper, in which both the Letter and Brace- 
*let were folded up.Befides;there isno great probabi- 
*Itty thoſe words ſhould havebeen written to ohefor 
* whom he had taken ſo much pains; if their ſence 


*had ſome reference to your, condition, it agreed j 
. - 


*aLetter ] writ to him to. Szdon, by a Page that 
© 91214 to fetch a. Paſs-port for him ; the Bracelethe 


* ter I wrote, was in the moſt diſ-obliging terms [ 
*could intent, todraw ſuch an Anfwer from him as 
* I defired : by good fortune he return'd me ſuchan 
* one as I could have wiſh'd for my deſign, andto. let 
©you ſee I have not forgotten them, theſe were the 
© very words of both, With that ſhe repeated: firſt 
* her own, andthen that ſhe had receiv'd from Oro- 
*0a4ates, without omitting-a ſyllable, and'then con- 
*tinued ; Seeing it ſo proper and interms that ſuited 
*{o weil with my intention, I put his true Bracelet 
© within it, and havins ſent for Arbares, whom Thad 
* gotten to leave his Maſter at his departure from 
* $:don, he readily undertook the carriage of it, and 
*did not only fold it up ina looſe cover, juſt as it was 
© before, but counterfeiting Oroondares his hand ex- 
*actly, directed it to you, and furniſhed me alfo 
* with a trick to take the perfect impreſſion of his 
* Seal, I have hcard ſince that he acquitted himſelf 
* likewife in the delivering of it as well as I could 
* have defired,and affured you that he had left lys Ma- 
"{ter in Hyrcania, though you may have learn'd 
* {ince thatat that time he had not ſtirr'd from Darn. 

After theſe words ſhe laid open unto her all the reft 
of hertreachery, and made it fo clear and viſible to 
that poor Queen, that there remained not the leaſt 
doubt cither of her wickedneſs, or of your innocence. 
This diſcovery touch'd her heart ſo deeply withgrief 


and repentance, - that all her blood retiring thither, 


left her fair body pale, cold, without motion; 
{tretch'd upon the bed where they were fitting. Wick- 
ed Roxana, who would have been gladder to have 
ſeen her dead than in a ſwoun, going to the door 
call'd in onely Cleone, and ſhewing her her Miſtreſs 
in thattaſe could do no leſſe (though againſt her will) 
than aſſiit her endeavours to bring her to life apain ; 
and having thrown cold water in her face, they at 
laſt ſaw her open her eyes, and being ſetup by their 
aſſiſtance, ſhe look'd round about he with ſo forrows+ 
ful an eye, that- without doubt ſhe moved: .com- 
paſſion, even in her who kad puther into thateftate. 

Roxana coming with a feigned officiouſneſs to 


| comfort her, adam, (ſaid the Queen to her) 
"Yer we alone I pray you; you by yonar wicked invents+ 


ons may well ove me my death, but ſhall never by + 
roondates hs innocence, make me fail againſt what 
1 owe umothe King my Lord and Huſband. I know 
how to die for the expiation of the crime I have com- 
mitted, in forſaking and making deSperate a Prince to 
whom 1 was ſo highly obliged; but 1-ſhall alſo. know 
haw to defend my ſelf as I ought, fiom a remembrance 
which I can no longer lawful'y preſerve. Be ſatisfied, 
Aladam, you ſhall quickly poſſeſs Alexander alone; 
but be alone ſhall poſſeſs my heart and all my aff etiions 
during the ſhort remainder of ny hfe, TS 
At theſe words Roxana going away, left-that 
poor Princeſs, with no body but Cleoze, infuch an 
exceſle of pricf, that] want words to repreſent itto 
you. - And certainly all that a moſt paſſhonate forrow 
and the remorſe of ſuch a crime could” produce in an 
afflicted ſoul, tormented hers ſo cruelly, that C/cone 
was deſtitute of all hope, of her ever beins able'to 
hear-thatlaft aſſault of fortune, though ſhe had ſup- 


ported all her former ones with ſo much — 
; Then 
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"Then it was that your laſt words, and your laſt aQti- 
ons came all into her memory, and making a juſt 
refleftion upon them, ſhe found ſo many marks of 
your love and innocence, that ſhe could not imagine 
by what charm ſhe had been bewitched to believe 
a thing ſo far from all appearances of truth. I can- 
not rell you, Sir, what a Floud of tears ſhe ſheJ 
at this remembrance, nor what complaints ſhe made 
for aloſſe, which ſhe had cauſed unto her ſelf by her 
own credulity. Cleoze got her to bed, where ſhe 
preſently fell into a violent Feaver, within two hours 
after ſhe was viſited by the Princeſs her ſiſter, now 
wife to Hepheſtion, and by the fair Barſsna. As 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw them come in, ſh: could not forbear 
ſending forth a loud cry, whereat they were extream- 
ly ſurpriſed. Ah! wy dear Siſter, Ah my dear 
Barſina, ſaid ſhe to them, and ſtopping at thoſe firſt 
words, leftthem to judge by her filcnce, of the con- 
fuſion of her ſoul. 
Theſe two Princeſſes aſtoniſhed at that reception, 
drew neer unto her Bed, and Cleone cauling all the 
reſt that were in theChamber to go out, gave them lt- 
berty to ask her the cauſe of her afflition, in a time 
when ſhe ſemed to have buried all the remainders of 
her diſcontent, and the Queens opportunity to diſco- 
ver the ground of her ſorrow to them ; and ſo ſhe did, 
but with ſo many ſighs and tears, that thoſe two La- 
dies who werewell acquainted with all the particulars 
of her life, and who had ever been much concern'd in 
all the accidents of it, by that ſhe came to the end'of 
her relation, appeared in a condition little different 
from hers, and accompanied her with a deluge of 
tears, which her preſent grief and the remembrance 
of your misfortune, made to guſh abundantly out 
of their fair eyes 
Well now, ( purſued the poor Queen, when ſhe 
had told them the treachery of Roxana) ro what do 
you condemn this credulous, or rather this faithleſs, 
this ungratefull Woman? and by what expiation do 
you belreve ſhe may repair a fault of the nature of hers ? 
Who can reſtore her the dear Oroondates, which ſhe 
bas loſt by her inconſtancy ? Or rather though ſhe 
ſhould recover him, who can' give her the power to 
love him without a crime, whom ſhe hated without a 
cauſe, and who had lovd her without any reſervation? 
Poor Prince, how well thy fidelity has been required ! 
And what an bappy concluſion of ſo brave a paſſion 
a thine, was this laft uſage of this unthankful wo- 
man, which made thee fly from her, and froma life 
that was much leſs dear to thee than ſhe | How forts- 
nately baſt thou tmployed thoſe years, which thou haſt 
Spent in ſerving, and loving ber more than thy ſelf ! 
And bow juſtly the loſs of thy youth, of thy Eſtates, of 
thy Kinared, of thy Repoſe, of thy Blood, and ver- 
adventure of thy Life hath been recompenſed ! 
She made many ſuch like complaints, nor could 
the conſolation of thoſe dear friends diminiſh any 
thing of her affliftion, and indeed they appeared ſo 
deeply touch'd with it themſelves, that they were 
but little able to comfort her, by their Diſcourſe. 
Aﬀter ſhe had a long time accuſed her ſelf of her fault, 
ſhe gave way to another thought, and juſtifying her 
ſelf to you as if you had been there; Bur dear Oroon- 
dates ( continued ſhe, if at leaſt my preſent condition 
ay permit me without offence, to Speakto you ſtill by 
rhat name) how guilty ſoever I am, yet am 1 not with- 
out ſome excall 3 and us you were moſt ſharply 
ffungby your knowledge of my change, ſo was it very 
hard for me to be inſenſible of ſo many appearances of 
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yours; and though I low'd you, I was a weak, ſimph 
woman, and too innocent to dive into aireachery, ſy 
maliciouſly contrived, and ſo cunningly managed ; 
I have lob you, but believe rather that I have loſt my 
felf, and if I have caus'd ſome diſcontent to you, 1 
have made my ſelf a hell of terments for the remain. 
der of my miſerable life, 1 have given my ſelf unto 
another, thinking that you no longer deſired to bave 
me ; but though at the preſent I have made to bimof 
an unhappy creature, give him the intire poſſeſſion 
both of my body and of my mind, he ſhall not enjoy 
them 


Alexander, permits me to give that unto wy grave, 
which it forbids me to take from Alexander, and 
which my inclination forbids me to refuſe Oroondates, 

After theſe, ſhe ſpoke many other ſuch like words, 
and would not have put an end to her lamentations, 
if the King advertiſed of her being ill, had not en- 
tred into her Chamber. He came cloſe to her bed- 
ſide, and expreſſing his affliction by the diſquiet- 
neſs into which that ſudden alteration of her health 
had put him, he made her preſently repent all the 
kind motions ſhe had had to you, and fortified her 
ſtrongly in the reſolution ſhe had taken to keep her 
affections entire for ſo worthy a husband, of whom 
ſhe was ſo perfectly beloved. 

She concealed the- cauſe of her indiſpofition from 
him, as well as poſſibly ſhe could, and the King hav- 
ing kiſs'd her very ardently ; Madam, (ſaid he) if 
1 could deſerve to have my life, and my health dear to 
you, I would conjure you to preſerve both of themin 
your own, ſince it us impoſſible, you ſhould feel any 
ſickneſſe, but that I fhall be at leaſt as ſenſible of it 
a your ſelf. 

©The honour you do me, Sir, (replyed che Queen) 


< in cheriſhing my life ſhall make me endeavour to 
* preſerve it for you, and your conſideration ſhall 


©always make it dearer to me then mine own. The 
<King and anſwered her with thoſe kindnefſes that 
were permitted him, but they were ſuch as had little 
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one ; and my duty which will not ſuffer mer K 
give Oroondates that which ouoht only to belong ty . 


p 


OIL goo Mr 
wes oth 05 


conformity with the humour in which the Princeſs 


was at that time, and he would perchance have ſtaid 
a great while with her, if her ſiſter Pariſars, who 
eafily judg'd in what a conſtraint ſhe was, in the 
preſence ofa great many who had accompanied him, 
had notdefired her husband HepheFion to get him a- 
way. That Favorit whoſe power with the Kingis 


abſolute, put him in mind how incommodious folong 
a viſit might be unto the Queen ; which confiderati- kt 


on inſtantly moved him to retire. As ſoonasever he i 


was gone, © Poor Oroondates, (cryed the Queen) | 
©now am able to do nothing for thee, content thy 


<ſelf with the tears give thee, and conteſt no longer 


< for my heart, againſt the lawful poſſeflor of it; the 
< Gods willnot ſuffer me to do any thing but weep 
© for thee, have given meintirely to him, and if thou 
* haſt lov'd me perfectly, thou oughteſt never to 
© wiſh thatI for thy ſake ſhould abate any of that 
< yertue that obliged thee to love me. 

She held her peace, becauſe Syſigambrs came inz 
to whom, out. of reſpect, ſhe ſaid nothing at that 
time of what had happen'd to her, and having paſs'd 
the reſt of the day in the company of thoſe dear 
friends, ſhe ſpent the night in diſquiets and conflits, 
which it is impoſſible for me to repreſent. Love 
and duty, fought along time in her breaſt, but in 
the end dutygot the maſtery, and made her reſolve 
rather to ſuffer death, then any blemiſh in ſq = 

an 
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and ſo unſpotted a lif>. Nevertheleſs ſhe thought {| 


ſhe was obliced to juſtifie her ſelf ſome way to yun, 
and fince your innocence was Known to her, ſhe 


purpoſed likewiſe to give you afſurance of hicrs, 
and to takeaway that impr=ſſion you might have of 


an infidelity, which were not pardonabie after ſo 
great obligations as hersto you. Withia a while 
after the news came to Suſa, of Zopirio's defeat, 
andit was afſured at Court, that the Prince of Scy- 
rhis had kill'd him with his own hand, and that he 
in perſon comminded the Army of the King his Fa- 
ther, Alexander was troubled for the loſs of Zo- 
pirio, and of -his Army, ana thereupon gave order 
that his whole Court ſhould wear mourning for three 
days ; but he did not prepare himſelf to take re- 
venge, thougn there was a {trong rumour ſpread 
abroad, that he would come in perſon into this 
Country ; for indeed Zopir:o had not undertaken 
that War by his Orders, but unknown to him, and 
out of an unjuit defire to make himſelf great. 

The Queen was infinitely pleaſed to hear news 
both of yourlife, and of the place where you were, 
and when ſhe had lons conſulted w.th Cleone, what 
means ſhe ſhould uſe to give you ſome ſatisfaction, 
and whom ſhe ſhould employ in the buſineſs ; at laſt 
they caſt their eyes upon me. in whom they had 
found fidelity enough to be truited with a matter of 
that importance z and as'ſoon as the Queen was able 
to leave her bed, where her indiſpolition kept her 
for ſome days, ſhe ſent for me 1::to her Cloſet, whi- 
ther ſhe admitted no body but Cleone, and after ha- 
ving look da while upon me ; T yrews, (faid ſhe) 7 
have know nothing by you hitherto, that ſhould give 
me occaſion to doubt of your fidelity, but the ſervice 
1 deſire from you now, us of ſuch a nature, that it 
forces me to exait new Oaths from you of it, and 
Proteſtations, that you will not deceive me in abuſt- 
neſs which I will truſt to none but you alone, 

At theſe words, I caſt my ſelf at her fect, and 
kiſfing the hem ofher robe;** Madam,( ſaid he)I pro- 
© teft unto your Majeſty, by all the duty I owe to 
«great Oroſmades, by the memory of King Darius 


« my Soveraign Lord, and by the head of Alexan-_ 


<« der tlie Great, that to my grave, I will preſerve 
< the fidelity I have ever had unto your Family, and 
« that 1 will lay down my life with joy, if your Ma- 
«<jelty candraw any ſervice, or advantage from the 
« [ofle of it, 

Texpeited no leſſe from you, (replyed the Queen) 


and that is it that obliges me to make choice of you 
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anong all my fervants, to give you a Commiſſion, not 
of ſo wuch danger, as imporrance, Cieone will in- 
ffrutt you fully in it, and when you have learned 
from tier, what T have given her charge totell you, 
you ſha!l know the reſt frommy own mouth. 

Having (aid ſo, the return'd into her Chamber, 
and left me with Cleone, who informed me at large 
of all the palilages I have now related to you, and ad- 
ded many particulars of the Kings Loves, which 
the fear of being tedious, hath made me forbear to 
repeat ; and when ſhe had made anend of intructing 
me, *< That which the Queen defires of you, (con- 
< tinned ſhe) 1s, that you ſhould go and find out the 
«Prince, and deliver him a Letter, which the writes 
«* tohim for her juſtification, and for the peace of her 
© own conſcience. To this end, you muſt go into 
«that part of Scythia, where he has defeated Zops- 
*<r10; and if it pleaſethe Gods you meet him, you 
*© mult make him the recital of theſe things I have 
«told you, and repreſent unto him them Queens 
© innocence, in the ſame? manner you have heard 
ww” 

When ſhe had thus taught me my leſſon, ſhe went 
unto the*Queen, who coming 'back with her, gave 
me the Letter, which ſhe had written to you, and 
charged me to beſecret and diligent in my Voyage, 
ſhe furniſh'd me with Gold and Jewels, to ſupply 
thoſe neceſſities that might befall me, and difmiſs'd 
me with a command to ſet forward as ſoon as I could 
poſſibly. | 

I departed from S»ſa the next morning, and hav- 
ing informed my ſelf of the way, I thought I ſhould 
get more eaſily into this part of Scythia, where we 
are, through Thracia, and by the Boſphoray, then 


| by Hyrcania, Battria, and the Mount Tmax: ; -and 


with this deſign, being after a reaſonable long Jour- 
ney arrived at Byzaztium, I cmbarqued in a Veſſel 
that was bound for this Countrey and going to ſet 
Sail, there being alrcady a free commerce among 
thoſe people, ſince the time that Your ſubjects had 
put themſelves under the dominion of the Afacedo- 
nians. Being landed at the nearcft Port unto this 
place, I came itraight untothis Town, and the next 
day after my arrival, you began to lay fiege unto it ; 
this morning having receiv'd new aſſurances that 
you commanded the Army in perſon, I ask'd leave 
of the Governour to come forth, which was eaſily 


| granted me, and by that means I obtain'd the happi- 


neſle to ſee you once again, and to acquit my ſelf of 
the Commiſſion that had been given me, 


> 
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HE Eunuch ended his Relation on this man- 
ner, and my Prince who had hearkned to all 
the latter part of it in a mortal agony, and 
had accompanied every word with a ftream 


of tears, having heard the concluſion, gave himſelf 


ſo over to his lamentations, that it. was not poſſible 
for him to ſettle himſelf at all, in above an hour. In 
the beginning he had prepared himſelf for the worlt 
events he could apprehend ; and thoughin Srarzra's 
marriage he had learnt nothing but what he had ever 
expected, the aſſurance he receiv'd of his}Princeſſes 
innocence and repentance, revivin2 all thoſe flames, 
which his deſpite, and an abſence of three years had 
almoſt extinguiſhed, plunged iuminto his firſt paſſi- 
on with more violence then ever ; and the know- 
ledge of her engagement and of her vertue, forbade 
him ever to hope for any relicf from her, whowas 
no longer ina condition to requite, nor perhaps to 
ſuffer his affection, 
In theſe deadly thoughts, he receiv'd her Letter 
which the,Eunuch preſented him,” and having open'd 
it tfembling, he knew *the Writing 'of -that fair 
'hand, which he had kiſs d with ſo much ardor, and 
which he deſpaired ever to kiſs again while he liv'd ; 
he joyn'd his lips to thoſe lovely characters, and be 
dewed them with ſo many tears, that he was almoſt 
like to have waſh'd them out, this fear made him 
take them away, and caſting his eyes upon them, af- 
ter having begun withzagdeep {igh, he read theſe 
Ig 


words. a 
| Queen Statirato Prince Oro- 
: ondates. 


Know not generous Prince, how you will 

look upon the Letter of this guilty, or ra- 
ther of this unfortunate creature that writes to 
you. Tf you turn away your eyes through averſt- 
on or reſentment, caſt them yet npon it through 
compaſſuon and gencroſity 5 and reſuſe not to 
fee theſe ſorrowful, and theſe laſt marks of my 
grief and of my repentance : They are all that I 
7ow can give give you, nay, T make my ſelf 
faulty in ſtill conſerving a remembrance, 
which TI can no longer conſerve without a 
crime, and which 1 loſt when T conld not loſe 
it without ingratitude. But how great ſocver 


that ſeverity of wvertue is, which ties my afee- 
tion to a Husband whom T love, as I oneht tf 
love him 5 T think my ſelf obliged to ſatis 


fie a perſon, by ſome proteſtations of my inn " 
rence, to whom beſides my life, my honow& *2 
and my liberty, Towe much more. Tou will; ©* 
learn part of it from the mouth of Tyreus; | © 
and if you yet conſider with (ome ſpark off « | 
goodneſs, the weakneſs of a woman malic ny. 
ouſly abuſed, and the force of thoſe apper# « i} 
rances that deceived me, you will have mor! = <h 
pity for my misfortune, then indignation fir & by 
my changes and judging of my heart by th F: 
greatneſs of your own, you will yet do wi < 
the favour to beleive, that all the Empires <0 
the Farth could never have been able to work * 1 
any thing upon me, if I had thought, I hal ©) 
ſtill had any part in you. Give credit tothe ©) 
this truth ont of commpaſſuon, and ceaſe to hate # 4, 
her, who low'd you more then her ſelf, whil: Hb 
ſhe could, and beliey'd fhe mieht, and wh «: 
now that ſie can no longer, loves you ſtill <1 
more then ſhe ought 5 this remaindcr of an af- 8 ©! 
fedion which was heretofore moſt juſt, conti- x. 
nues with me to torment me for my crimes but , 
if Tcannot blot it out of my ſoul, T will keep c 
it there only for my puniſhment, and convert < 
it toan uſe which ſhall not injure that I owe c| 
unto the husband whom the gods have given 

me, IT ſhall always remember you, as him, to f 
whom of ail men living, my affetions were " 
moſt lawfully due, and from whom the Gods a 
have taken them, onely becauſe they kz1ew me tl 


unworthy of his: Twill conſider yon, as the tl 


proteting Genius of our Family 5 Twill make © 
prazers for your proſperity, and will beg of h 
Heaven to recompence what you have donefor p 
us. This is all Tam to render you, for Oo MM 
many great obligations, and it is all you could r 
now hope for from this unhappy creature, if n 
you ſhould yet afford any moment of your life MR * 
tothe remembrance of the unfortunate 

J 
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Tknow not how to expreſs into what a miſerable 
condition this Letter put my poor fad Prince ; he let 
it fall apon his bed with a great cry, and began to 
figh with ſo much violence, that I fear'd his forrow 
would inftantly have deprived him of his life; he 
was a long time beforc he was able to ſpeak one word 
that could be underitood, then of a ſudden,crying out 
like a man befide himfelt ; 
how unſeaſonably your repentance comes : 7. nd how 
«much too late are you undeceived ! Why do you 
«acknowledg2 me for innocent, when you will no 
© longer acknowledge me for yours ? And why do 
<you ceaſe to hate me, now you cannot love me 
« without a crime; fince you ceas'd to love me, when 
without a crime You couid hot hate me ? Why do 
«you kindle thoſe flames again, which you will ne- 
« ver be able to extinguiſh while you live ? Ard why 
«do you force me to love you itill ; ſince out of 
cquty, you force your fe t to love me no more. : 

He remained a while in this thought, then falling 
preſekMy into another 3 © No, no, Statiraz ( pur- 
ſucd he ) you ſhall not get tree at fo cheapa rate, | 
© am not fo eaſily to be ſhaken off, nor can ſuch loſſes 
«a5 I have ſuffered, be fo lightly repaired ; your 
© prayers for my proſperity cannot content me, and 
© *tis in vaine you behe os ſatisfie me by making re- 
<©que:ts unto the Gods'for my happineſs and my re- 
© poſe; you who are the on:ly creature that has de 
<ftroyed my happineſs, and my repoſe, and who 
chave caſt me headlong from that high degree of feli- 
© city, to which I wasriſen by my ſervices, into that 
< depth of miſery, in which you would have me ſpend 
< all the remnant of my dayes; ask therefore of thoſe 
©Gods to whom you recominend me} that they 
< would annihilate what is paſt, that they would re- 
© yoke your marriage, and that they would reſtore 
© you again to the condition in which you were when 
| ©you forſvok me; behold the means to ſatisfie me, 

© but ſince you hope not for it, no, nor ſo much as 
© defirc it, and ti:at that afteCtion you bear your hus- 
© band, permits you not to make wiſhes in my fa- 
© your, and to his diſadvantage, reſolve Sratira, to 
« ſuffer that puniſhment, you propoſe unto your ſelf, 
©not only a remembrance of 0r0oxdates, not a faint 
© remainder of the love you gave him heretofore, 
© but Oro0ndates himſelf, from whom you have not 
Cyct eſcaped, you ſhall yet hear his reproaches, and 
© perchance he yet may have the happineſs, to breath 
< out a life in your preſence, which cannot poſſibly be 
© but yours. : 

After theſe and ſome other paſſionate Diſcourſes 
full of love and deſpair, he commanded us to retire, 
and while I carried the Eunuch to take his relt; and 
that I my ſelf endeavoured to get as much as my ſenſe 
of his misfortune would ſuffer me. he languiſh'd out 
the night in diſquiets a great deal more inſupportable 
than death itſelf, It was no ſooner day but he ſent 
to call us, and as foon as we were alone by his bed- 
tide, Artaxes( ſaid he to me) we muſt abroad again, 
and fince the Heavens have made thee unhappy in my 
friendſhip to thee, thou mnſt keep my miſery company 
unto the end; 1 was infinitely troubled to hear this 
reſolution, but being ſtedfaſt in my deſigne of run- 
ning his fortune throughout, and never to leave his 
ſervice while I had one moment of life, Sr, ( replied 
I ) I zever wil! forſake you, and into what Corner of 
the world ſoever you go, Artaxes will not part from 
You, nor will ever die but at your feet. | 
My Prince having tenderly embraced me, at that | 


© Ah! Srarira, ( ſaidhe) 


- " 


anſwer; © Dear friend, ( ſaid he ) the Gods will 
civett.ee the recompence thy fidelity deſerves, and 
© if by their mercy there happen any change in my 
© condition, thou {halt have ſuch a ſhare in my for- 
* tune, that thou ſhalt not perhaps bewail thy youth, 
* which thou lofeit 1n company of this miſerable man; 
<£ ſince there/ore thou ſtill perſevereſt in thy firlt af- 
< feCtion, 1 give the ſame Order for my departure, 
* that I gave formy firſt Voyage into Perſia, I will 
<nave but the ſame Equipage, and the ſame perſons 
* that went with us, but we ſnall need a Barque to 
© pale over to Byzantirm, that's the way I mean to 
*take my journey, endeavour therefore to procure 
© me one, and to ſet our buſineſſes in ſuch a forward- 
*nels, that we may depart within two dayes. 
When I had received this command, I went in- 
ſtantly from him, and was no ſooner out of his pre- 
ſence, bur Iremembercd, that in the Army we had 
a man of 17:leropolis, nearly obliged unto my Prince, 
who might caſily accommodate us Witha Barque and 
carry us himſelf unto Byzaztrium, where he had great 
deal of acquaintance : I had made a particular friend- 
ſhip with him, having known him to be a very honeſt 


"man, and going immediately to ſeek him, I difpoſ- 
ed himto all I delired; and ſent him away preſently 


to the Port of /Zypoleon, to ſet the. Veſſel ina readt- 
neſs that was to carry us: I ſpoke not a word con- 
cerning my Maſter, but promiſed:that I would be 
with him within three days. & 

My Prince was overjoyed at this happy ſucceſs ; 
and by good fortune the Town we beſieged was ſur- 
rendred that very day, and leftalmoit no more mat- 
ter to continue the Warre in that Province,  Oroon- 
aates being reſolv'd to depart the next day at night, 
ſetled ſome neceſſary Orders in the Army, and pxo- 
vided himſelf of what he thought moſt needful for his 
Journey ; two houres before he went away, he 
wrote this Letter to Arſacomes, commanding onfjot 
his Officers to give it himafter his departure, /* + 


#,. 


Prince OROONDATES 
to ARSACO MES. 


Y cruel deſtiny forces me away front 

you, without having the time or 

means to bid, you farewell ; you 
will command the Army which T leave you, 
and which T conld not commit into better 
hands than yours 5 enquire not after the” cauſe 
of my departure, nor the place of my abode; 
and let the King my Father know, IT forſook. 
not the Army he had given me, while this 
Conntrey had any need of my preſence, and he 


of the ſervice of 
OROONDATES. 


We took horſe two houres within night, and be- 
ing followed only by Tyres, T oxars, and Loncates, 
we travelled the way toward ypoleon, which is a 
very noted Haven, upon the Exxine Sea; and riding 
by Moon light, we arrived there by break of day. 
We found our Barque 1n the bett readineſs we _— 
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| age of his Princeſs coming again into his memory 


have wifh'd, and the wind very right for our deſign. 
My Prince commended the diligence of him 1 had 
employed, and promiſing him great recompences, 
went a Ship-board ; then making the Mariners hoitt 
Sail, we lanch'd out ſtraight toward Byzantium. 
Now, Sir, make a little reflexion upon ny Ma- 
ſters fortunes, call to mind the firſt actions of his 
life, remember the beginnings of his love, the mar- 
vellous continuation of it, and think upon the end 
which the Gods ſeemed to have put unto it; and 
from this conſideration, draw a knowledge of the 
perſecutions of Heaven, and of the inconſtancy of 
Fortune : He in the courſe of his affection had. ſuf- 
fered all that the courage of man was capable to en- 
dure; and when Fortune after having taken all from 
him, made ſhew to promiſe him ſome ſhadow of 
quiet, yet but a falſe one, and bought with the loſſe 
of his true quiet, and of all his hopes, that unſtable 
Goddeſs envied him even that appearance of repoſe 
which ſhe had granted but by force, and took that 
alſo from him, which he enjoycd againſt her will. 
Behold my poor Maiter, yet once again in the 
wide world ; behold hin'more paſſionate than ever, 
and behold him burning and flaming, even in the 
mid{t of the waves that carried him ; his Barque 
though it cut them with a wonderful ſwiftneſs,ſeem'd 
too ſlow by half to his defires; and though the winde 
carried us with a ſtifle and favorable gale directly to- 
ward Byzantium, yet did it not ſwell our Sails ſuffici- 


ently to ſatisfe the eagerneſs of his love, nor blow | 


1impetuouſly enough to ſecond the impatiency that 
tranſported him; he diſcovered it by a thouſand aCti- 
ons contrary to his former moderation,and by a thou- 
ſand ſayings which retain'd but lictle of the ſolidity of 
his wonted Diſcourſe : ſometimes he ſeem'd to us 


' reaſonably chearfull, and ſome glimpſe of hope which 


ſhin'd yet into Hs ſoul through the midſt of ſo many 
obſtacles, put him for a few moments into ſomething 
a more pleaſing humour : he then revolv'd the paſſa- 


- gesof his Princeſſes Letter in his thoughts, and call- 


ing to mind thoſe words wherein ſhe expreſſed the 
remainder of her affeQion moſt to the life, he laid 
new foundations for happineſs upon them, and found 
matter to raiſe his dejected hopes which had been 
buried ſo many years. | 

Who forbids me to hope ( ſaid he) but that this 
Princeſs may avain take up her affeition, with the 
knowledge of my love, and of mine innocence ? but 
what ſhould make me doubt it, fence ſhe aſſures me of 
zt her ſelf ? does ſhe not confeſs that ſhe loves me ſ#il', 
and that fhe will conſerve ber affettion for a puniſh- 
ment of his crime? I am certain then ſhe loves me, 


' and by conſequence 1 am mot aſſured that I am happy, 


and that I amcontented, ſince *tis upon her love alone 
Fat I have ever grounded my happineſs and my con- 
zentment ; be ſatisfied therefore Oroondates, ſince 
#by Princeſs loves thee, and that moreover ſhe would 
ſee thee; for to what other end did ſhe cauſe thee to 
be ſought out with ſo much care, and ſo much hazard 
of her reputation and quietneſs; and to what intent 

ould ſhe yet write ſo paſſionate a Letter to thee, 
of ſhe did not deſire to draw thee to her once again? 
She loves thee then, and ſhe would ſee thee, comfort 
thy ſelf therefore, and obeyher, ſince by that conſola- 
tion andobedience., thou recovereſt all that thou haſt 
loſt, and goeſt tolive ina happier condition than thou 
conldeſt hope for. 

This thought would keep him for ſome time rea- 


ſonable well pleaſed, but then of a ſudden, the marri- | Were not of any moment, we at laſt diſcovered - 
| | great 


— 
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together with the conſideration of her vertue, and of 
what ſhe owed, and would undoubtedly pay to ſuch 
a husband as Alexander; ſhe whom he knew to he 
of an humour to hold her ſelf to the ſeverity of her 
dutie, though to a man much leſs conſiderable thay 
ſo great and ſogallanta perſon, thinking alſo up 
the proteſtation which ſhe made to him of it her ſelf, 
and the aſſurances wherewith the Eunuch had conkj. 
medit; all his hopes vaniſhed, and he became 
more ſad and melancholy than before. © Tis true 
« ({aid he) Sratira loves me, but ſhe loves fne for 


« her puniſhment, and not for my ſatisfaction ; this 
<« is but a new matter of grief for me; if I were ſtill 
<« hated by her, I ſhould only ſuffer my own tor. 


<«< ment, but now ſeeing her languiſh in an affection, 
<& which by her own confeſſion muſt onely ſerve ty 
© mike her unfortunate, I ſhall be unhappy both 
© through her miſeries, and through mine own ; her 
< Letter is only a mark of her acknowledgement, 
«and aduty ſhe renders to him whom ſhe had uſed 
«foill, and by whom ſhe had been ſo faithfully ſery. 
&ed; ſhe had been very cruell if ſo many expreſſions 
« of my love, and the knowledge ſhe has lately had 
<« of mine innocence, had not extorted from her at 
<ledſt as obliging words as thoſe of her Letter; it 
<«<isa great deal leſs than ſhe owes me aſter all that | 
& have done for her ; and though ſhe had ask*d coun: 
«ſel of Alexander himſelf, he would not have taken 


<« jtill that ſhe ſhould give me this ſlight ſatisfaCtion, : 
| « ſolongas ſhe gives her ſelf entirely to him, 2 


This laſt thought caſt him down again ſo extream: 
ly, that as often as it came into his mind, he would 


lie immoveable, and ſtretch'd out upon the deck bh: 


with very little appearance of life in him ; then of a 


a ſudden coming out of a deep ſtudy in which that re- 
membrance had buried him, O Goa's ( cry d he) 
perchance at this very moment while Oroondates Wt 
weeps and fiahs, Alexander is taking kiſſes from the 
nviting lips of my dear Princeſs; and perbaps that 
face which 1 have ſo much adored, ts at this inſtant 


cemented to his, who has been the murtherer of her 
Father and Mother, and the deftroyer of ber whole 
Family ; that fair body, that exceilent mind, that 
admired All is now his own ; that gloriom, that hay- 
py rival peaceably poſſeſſes beth ;, and diſdatning what 
I after ſo many ſervices got onely now and then by 
ftealth, he with authority reaps thoſe favours, which 


wy reſpett ſcarce ever ſuffered me ſo wuch as to haves 
th:ught of. In this and ſuch like entertainments be 
ſpent whole days and nights ; and having had no0- 
ther employment, we entred the Haven of Byzantr i 
um, With a very favourable wind, which had contin- ji 


ued during all our paſſage thither. 

My Prince would not go into' Byzantzo till it was 
nighc, and the next day keeping within doors, 1n a 
by-lodging, which he that provided us our ſhip, had 
taken for him, he made Tyrexs and Toxaris buy 
Perſian habits, with ſuch other things as were mot 
neceſſary for our Voyage; and the morning after, 
we took horſe to travel by land directly to £u/a. The 


way was long, and all the while we were going i, | 
my Prince paſſed his time only in ſuch thoughts as i 
thoſe that had taken him up while he was atſea ; and i 
for the moſt part was in ſo profound a muſe, that to 
pleaſe him, we let him ride whole dayes without in 


terruption : after we had ſpent many in our Journeys 
and had encounters which I will omit, becauſe they 
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-y of Suſa, At ſight of it my Maſter could 
I + wh nor forbear to utter ſuch words 
as, though they were addreſſed to things inſenſible, 
did not the leſs anon <4 expreſs the perſecution he 

his thoughts. 

agree and thoſe of his Court had never had 
but one hour to take notice of his face, and ſince that 
time, his three years abſence, and the greatneſs of 
his ſorrows, had made ſuch an alteration in it, that 
would have been almoſt impoſſible for perſons by 
whom he was ſo little known,to obſerve any features 
that could have diſcovered him; yet would he not 
at himſelf in hazard, but as little as poſſible he 
could: and juiging what caution was neceſſary for 
the importance of what he undertook, he ſaid till 
day had given place unto the night, and entringthe 
Town when it was dark, he took a lodging by 1 yre- 
#5 his diretion, in one of the leait noted, and the 
leaſt frequented places, and very near the gates of 
the City. There he commanded me again to take 
the perſonage of his Matter, before company, and 
deſired Tyrezz to keep the houſe for a tew dayes, 
and not ſhew he was returned, that in the interim he 
might watchan opportunity to diſcover himſelf unto 

his Princeſs, as he intended. , 
He was tormented all thenight by the moſt . cruel 
"thoughts, that the ſoul can be afflicted with,and con- 
fidering Alexarders felicity , and the difference of 
their preſent conditions, though they were both ſhut 
up within the compaſſe of the ſame Walls : ©Is it 
© poſſible (ſaid he) that that Princeſs of whom I was 
cheretofore ſo much beloved, ſhould now have buri- 
<dallthe remembrance of poor Vroondates, in the 
© embraces of that happy husband, and chat ſhe 


© ſhould not at leaſt interrupt his endearments, by ' 
lighting under certain trees, and giving our horſes 


© ſome {gh in favour of him ? But is it poſſible poor 
* ſpirited Or00ndater, that while he hugs her in his 
arms, thou ſhould'ſ{ lie (ti]] with thine acroſs, and 
<ſet that unjut Uſurper p-flefſe her quietly, who 
© ought only to be thine, and whom thou hait bought 
e with ſo much blood, and ſo many ſufterings? No, 
© no, Oroondates, waken thy ſelf, to make him 
©ſleep eternally, he mult not live, that injurious ra- 
© viſher of thy happineſs, that tormentor oſthy ſoul, 
* and that irreconcileable enemy of thy rep ſe : He's 
*not immortall whatever Divinity he hath affectcd, 
©and the blood thou haſt drawn already from his 
Eveins;tels thee,at leaſtyhe is not invulnerable:he muſt 
*te therefore, and thou by his death mult recover 
© her, who cannot be thine while he hath life,and who 
* while the Gods leave thee any, cannot, nor ought 
©not to be his. h 
Scarce hag he taken this reſolution, but the re- 
membrance of Alexanders vertue altered it : That 
glorious Enemy had twice given him a life, witch 
he might lawfully have depriv'd him of, and which 
the conſervation of his own obliged him to de{troy - 
Thoſe two generous ations had ſo won his heart, 
that it was no longer able to hate him, nor to have a- 
ny other inclinations but thoſe of love and ejteem. 
If my interes+ (ſaid he) obliges me to take away his 
life, was he lefſe interefſed in the lofſe of tine, by the 
knowledge that I bad acſignes againſt his, and by the 
proefs he had already that I was not an enemy tobe 
deſpiſed? But if I weie inſenſible of the motives 
of vertue and acknow!edgement, have T forzot what 
Powe unto the Princeſs? He us her hu:band, and 
moreover ſhe loves him : I conld nit attempt any thing 
againſt bys life, without offendine bers, nor without 
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making her an accomplice of the death of a huaband, 
who 1s moſt worthy of her and of her affe&ion; let us 
therefore preſerve our reſpetts to him for ever, let us + 
reverence what ſhe loves, and what ſhe ought to love; 
and if. cur life have already reach'd the term the 
Gods had appornted, let us not endeavour to prolong 
:r by the loſſe of the moſt glorious one that ever 
Was, 

He argued thus with himſelf in Alexarders defence, 


| and continued a longwhile in theſe vertuous motions, 


but the violence of his love beginning again to tor- 
ment h:'m drove away part of thoſe conſiderations,& 
the day which began to appear whi'e he was in theſe 
debates, found him itil] unreſolv'd what he ſhould 
do : he ſeem'd nevertheleſs to incline a little to re- 
vense, and his paſhon not leaving him the free uſe of 
reaſon, thruſt him whether he would or no upon 
thoughts, which it is moſt difficult for humane nature 
to avoid, 

Not long after he was up, Loncates who had been 
walking abroad near the Palace, brought him home 
word, that Queen Sratira was to take the air after 
dinner, along the river ſide, which (as you know, ) 
runs cloſe by that Town. This news made a ſudden 
alteration at his heart, and after he had muſed a long 
while in an uncertainty, he commanded three horſes 
to be made ready, and having dined temperately, 
he got on horſeback, taking Toxarrs and me to 
wait upon him ; Our lodging was near one of the 
City Gates, ſo that without being ſeen of many, we 
got out into the fields, and taking the way that led 
us toward the River, we arrived in the place whither 
the Qneen was to come, but my Maiters impatiency 
havins made him come abroad too ſoon, we itaid a 
long while looking for her coming, and my Prince a- 


to Toxarts, made me lie down by him upon the graſs, 
and during the time we were in this expectati- 
on, he broke forth into the molt paſſionate ex- 
preſſions that humane thoughts are able to ima-- 

ine. 
y In the end we ſaw the chariots appear, and my 
Prince itanding, waited with an inward ſhivering 
for the approach of her he adored; we were at a lit- 
tle diſtance from the place where theChariots paſſed, 
but near enough to d:ſcern Srzatira, and to obſerve 
thit the King was with her, This fight made my 
Maſter tremble every joynt, and put him again in 
thoſe diſturbing conflicts that had kept him all night 
awake, he changed colour many times, and ſeeing 
him inſuch a caſe as I hzd never ſeen him in till then, 
I apprehended the effects of ſome ſudden and violent 
reſolution. After he had continued a good while in 
theſe trances, 'he began to be a little ſettled, when 
the Chariots made a ſtand right againſt the place 
where we were; MZe/eacer,mounted upon a wonder- 
ful handſom horſe, Was talking with the King, who 
ſate on one ſide of the Chariot ; After fome diſcourſe 
which we could not hear, Jeleager alighted, and the 
King leaping out of the Chariot, went to that gallant 
horſe to get upon him; the horſe was extream fiery 
and unruly ; and though two or three men held him, 
the King had very much adoe to throw himſelf into 
the Saddle ; but as ſoon as he made him feel the ſpur 
he fell a plunging and running ſo turiouſly, that the 
Kings ſtrength and skill were both uſclefs to govern 
him; he no longer obey'd the hand nor heel, and 
having made 100 bounds, without giving the Ring 
leiſure to caſt himſelt oft, nor thoſe that were round 
F 1 ' about 


IOO 
about to ſtop him, he took a full carricer toward 
the River, the bank whereof was ſomething high ; 
and flung himſelf headlong into the Current, But 
Sir, you perhaps were preſent at this accident, and 
without queſtion you know part of thoſe things that 
paſſed there. 

Lyſimacius preſently making anſwer, I was at 
that time ( faidhe ) in a condition which would not 
ſuffer meto be there ; and though I have heard part 
of it, I beſeech you interrupt not your diſcourſe, 
ſinceI am hitherto ignora:it, what ſhare your Prince 
may have in that buſineſs. The torſe (continued 
Araxes) having thus precipitated himſelf into that 
deep and rapid itream, went to the bottom with his 
burthen, and within a while came up again without 
if, 

This miſchance did infinitely ſurpriſe the whole 
company, and with affrighted cries looking what 
was become of the King, they ſaw him alit:ie lower, 
ſtrugling with the waves, which ſometimes toſſing 
him up, and ſometimes ſwallowing him again, made 
moſt of thoſe that were preſent deſpair of his ſafety ; 
you know he could never ſwim,and that he was wont 
often to complain of the carcleſsneſs of thoſe that had 
had the government of him, becauſe they had not 
made him to be taught in his youth ; many leapt in- 
to the river to ſave him, but it was ſo impetuons, 
and the banks of it ſo ſteep, that *twas impoſſible for 
them to helphim, and two or three being drowned, 
took off the edge of all them that had yet any deſire 
to hazard their own life for that of their Prince. My 
Matter and I were alſo run to the river ſide, a little 
below the reſt of the company, and being likewiſe 
witneſſes of the Kings manifeſt danger, we were af- 
faulted with very diftercnt thoughts: Iam aſhamed, 
Sir, to confeſs my own unworthineſs ; though the 
peril in which I ſaw this great Prince ſtruck me with 
ſome trouble and compaſſion as well as the reſt ; yet 
my Maſters intereſt inthe loſs ofa life, which was 
incompatible with his, gave me ſome touch of joy, 
and made me hope this accident would put an end to 
his misfortunes : but while I was rejoycing at his 
happineſs, I ſaw him plunge himſelf into the water 
with a marvellous ſuddenneſs, dividing the waves 
with ſo much force, thatin a moment he ſwam unto 
the King, who deprived of ſenſe made no longer any 
reſiſtance againſt the violence of the ſtream that car- 
ried him away : My Prince catch'd him by tne hair, 
and ſwimming with one hand,drew him to the ſhore, 
with a wonderful ſtrength, and with ſuch difficulty 
that any other man but he, would infallibly have pe- 
riſhed in the attempt : I had thrown my ſelf into the 
river after him, and knowing his generous intention, 
Teconded him as well as poſſibly I could. As ſoon as 
we were gotten tothe bank, my Maſter lifting up 
the King by the fect, made him caſt up a great deal 
of the water he had ſwallowed,and recover his ſenſes, 
- but with ſo little underſtanding, that he could not dif- 
cern any thing that was done in his preſence : Not 
being ſatisfied with this ation, he took him in his 
arms, and forgetting the caution he formerly had of 
diſcovering himſelf, he carricd him through the com- 
pany to the Queen his wife, who more dead than a- 
live at this accident, did by her tears expreſs her true 
affection to her husband. 

My Prince laying him gent'y down before her, 
AAadam, (aid he) receive yet one ſervice more from 
him, of whom you no longer expetted any, and by the 
nature of this, acknowledge what you owed to all thoſe 
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others I have done you. The Princeſs was ſo troubles 
at the firſt accident, that we could not judge by her 
countenance whether the amazement we obſerv'din 
it proceeded from her knowl:dge of my Maſter, 
from her former fright, neither 11dced had we the 
leiſure to learn, for riſing up inſtantly, he went with 
all poſſible haſte through the company that Rood 
round about, and running to our horſes, he vaulted 
readily upon his, and inviting me by his example tg 
do the like, we clapt ſpurs to them, and riding a, 
way full-ſpeed, loſt ſight of the company ina mo- 
ment 

Lyſimachus ſtopt Araxes in this part of his ſtory, 
crying out, Good Gods ! is it poſſible that our Ape 
ſhould have produced fo vertuous a perſon ? And 
was it your Prince then, to whom Alexander was 
indebtcd for his life ? Was he the man who vaniſh' 
from every bodies cyes like lightning, he who was 
thought to have been miraculouſly ſent from heaven 
for his preſervation, and he to whom the King, and 
the whole Court afterward offered ſacrifices as to a 
God ? Did Oroondates, to whom the Kings death 
was of ſo great conſequence, and ſo neceſſary, and 
he who but a moment before had had ſuch excuſable 
deſigns againſt his life, hazard his own ſo viſibly for 


its converſation? Certainly his generoſity has no ex- 24 


ample ; and of all the fouls that ever were created, 
none but only his could be capable of it. While 


Perdiccas, Meleager, Leonatus, and many others 


which were preſent, ſuffered him to periſh without 
relicf, he receiv'd his life from him, to whom it gave. 
a death ; and whoſe own could not be ſaved but by 
his deſtruction. Zyſimachns holding his peace 
after theſe words, Araxes took up the thread 
of his Diſcourſe again, and thus went on with 
it 


Part. I; 


We eallop'd away ſo ſwiftly, that inleſs than half = 


an hour we. were gotten above threeſcore Furlongs W# 
from Alexander, and thoſe that accompanied him.. 


Yet could we not ride witzout much trouble, the 


coldneſs of the water in a ſcaſon that was not very | _ 
hot, had half benummed us, and our Cloaths yet 


full of it, were extraordinary heavy : True. it is, | 


that they disburthen'd themſelves of a good part ofit 
by the way,and we marked our track ſufficiently,to 
ditcover whither we were gone, if any body had had 


a mind to follow -us, butthey were all ſo concern'din | 


the Kings condition, that I believe their care of him 


took them up wholly for the preſent ; we ſtruck out o 


of the way, and rode croſs the Ficlds, and within 


| an hour diſcovering certain Cottages, far from the | 7 
great Rode, my Prince thought good we ſhould go 
thither to dry our ſelves, and paſs the reſt ofthe 


day. 
When we had alighted, the Maſter of the houſes 


at my intreaty, made ns a great fire, and fitting a 


couple of ſuch beds as his poverty allowed him, we 
went into them, leaving the care of our horſes andof 
drying our cloaths unto Toxar;s, While we ftaid 
there, I could not retain my thoughts, nor forbcar 
extolling my Prince's generoſity to his face, exprel- 
ſing how much I had been troublcd,to ſee him oppoſe 


that happineſs himſelf, which the Gods had viſibly by 


ſent him. But his modeſty firſt cut off the courſe of 


thoſe praiſes I was running on withall, and then S 


the greatneſs of his courage quite Ropt my mouth, 
Araxes, (ſaidhe to me) ler ts ot pretend by baſe 
wazes, tothat which is not due to ſuch 25 are capabie 
of baſe inclinations ; if the Gods wil! net by other 
" means 
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means refore what they have taken from 7c, let us 
reſolve rather 10 bear the loſſe than recover it with ſo 
much ſhame, and meannefs of ſpirit : Alexander has 
no fortune, but what he has very well deſery &, and 
if the Gods who have deſtined to him the Empire of 
the whole Earth, have not exempted fromait what [ 
let us not oppoſe thetr wills, or at 
oſe them with more glory, and by the 
that we would aiſpute 


pretended to, 
| leaſt let 14 oppo we 903 

ſame ways, which gain d him 
4 om; Gn, ( replyed I) thongh You ſhould wot 
have obſervd in what manucr Heauen laboured fo Vi- 
ſibly to your aduantave, what ſhame had you received 
by ſuffering what Meleager, Pcrdiccas, and arvcrs 
others ſuffered without caſting themſelves into the 
danger, whererato you preciputated your ſclf , and 
what cauſe would Alexander have had to com lain, 
if bis mortal enemy had not given him that ſuccour, 
which be found not among hus chiefeſt friends ? 

I ſhould have been extreamly aſhamed, ( anſwered 
Oroondates ) if by wy faults I had let perrſh the 
greatest of all men living, by whow I aminjured only 
throuch my own misfortune, and by whom 1 have been 
obliged only through his generoſz1 y; beſides,one could 
not without infamy have avoicea the danger there was 
in helving him, nor without inhumanity could I have 
refuſed my Princeſſes tears the ſafety of a Huband 
whom ſhe loves, and whom ſhe ought to love, Theurh 
Alexander had had no cauſe to complain of me, 1 
ſhould have had a great deal to complain of wy ſelf, 
and being my own ſatisfaltion is dearer to me than his, 
the reproach I might have 1d unto #;y ſelf (for hav- 
ing fail'd to do a noble attion, either through fear of 
danger, or conſideration of intereſt) would have 
been much more ſenſible to me than that 1 conld have 
receiv'd from himof whom I neither pretend to thanks, 
mor recompences, F 

With this and other ſuch diſcourſe, we ſpent the 
time till our Cloaths were dry, and when the night 
was near, we got our ſelves ready, and taking horſe 
again not long after Sun-ſet, we made our Hoſt bring 
ns into the great Highway, and.asit grew late rode 
ſtraightto Su/a, where we arriv'd within little more 
than an hour. The Gates of the Town did not uſe 
to be ſhut, and in ſpite of the darkneſs we found out 
lodging where wealighted. As ſoon as my Prince 
was in his Chamber, the impatience of ſecing his 
Princeſs, ſet him upon the rack more than ever, and 
being reſoly'd to execute what he had forethought, he 
call'd T yreus to make uſe of him in that occaſion. 
His ſo long abode with Darius had gotten him a 
great number of friends, who at that time held the 
ſame place near Alexander, which they had cnjoy- 
ed during the life of the deceaſed King ; He was 
moſt aſſured of Prince Oxtartes his friendſhip, that 
of Artabaſis was not unknown to him, neither did 
he doubt of A17azew, Oriaates, Beg oas,and many 0- 
thers, to whom he believ'd he might with ſafety 
commit his perſon, ani the ſecrecy of his affairs. A- 
mons the Ladies alſo he knew divers, to whom he 
would have made no difficulty to truſt himſelf : the 
Princeſs Pariſaris, and even Queen Sy/igambis, had 
expreſſed too much affection to leave him any ſuſpi- 
tion of their good wills. Apamia and Arſinve then 
Wives to Prolomers and Enm:nes, the daughter of 
King Occhws, and the daughters of Ientor, had ap- 
peared too affectionate to his intereſts, to make him 
fear any alteration in them. But amonsſt all theſe, he 
thought the fair and vertuous Barſina was ſhe in 
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whom he might have the greateſt confidence, and 
from whom he might hope for the belt affiitance, and 
when he call'd to mind the modeſt friendſhip, where- 
of ſhe had given him ſo many proofs, and the report. 
Tyremus had made him of her perſeverance in taking. 
his part in the deepelt of his diſgrace, he. judg'd he 
ought not to diſcover himſelf to any other, and that 
he ought to give over the care of the remainder of his 
life to her alone. 

Having taken this reſolution, he would not defer 
the exccuting of it, and for that purpoſe going out 
of our lodging, accompanicd only by Tyrexs, and 
my ſelf, he wentunto Barſina's, being guided by 
Tyreus, who knew the ſtreets and turnings of S#/4 
very perfectly, and who had been often fent by the 
Queen his Miſtreſs unto her houſe. Tyres having 
made himſelf knownto the Porter brought us in, and 
by the help of the Candlcs that were upon the ſtairs, 
concucted us into a private Hall, Zarſina having 
ſupp'd, was retired into her Chamber, where by 
good fortune ſhe was at that time withuut other 
company fave one of her waiting women ; T yreus 
who knew the houſe, and was known. by every body 
in it, went up to her without difficulty ; but no ſoon» 
er did Barſtna ſee him, when ſurpriſed at his arrival, 
ſhe ran to him to enquire after the ſucceſs of his Voy- 
age, HAﬀtcr ſhe had welcomed him, and reccived 
hun very civilly, O Tyrexs, (ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking rea- 
fonable ſoftly )what news do you brins us ? None bad, 
Madam, (anſwered he) but I have left two men bes 
low in the Hall ; who will tell you more certainly what 
I briny jeu, if you pleaſe to admit them to Speak, to 

you in private, | 

4 arſina without informing her ſelf any farther, 
either of their names or condition, entred into her 
Cloſet, and once again bidding Tyres. welcome, 
ſhe prayed him to tetch thoſe perſons from whom 
ſh: expected very pleaſing news. Tyrexs came back 
to us, and telling my Prince how Barſina had re- 
cciv'd him, led us through a Gallery to a door that 
wer.t into her Cloſet. It was preſently open'd to us, 
and my Prince finding Bar/ina there alone, judg'd 
by her impatiency of the truth of her friendly 
affection. As ſoon as ever we appear'd, ſhe aroſe 
from her ſeat, and came toward us with much civi- 
lity, but ſcarce had ſhe cait her eyes upon my Ma- 
iters face, when in ſpite of the change which ſome * 
years had made init, ſhe knew him by the light of 
many tapors which made the place as bright as day : 
At fir{t ſhe was amazed, and by her ſilence teſtified 
the confuſion ſhe. was in, but within a while after, 
recovering her aſtoniſhment, ſhe could not forbear 
caſting her arm about my Princes neck, and em- 
bracing him with ſuch kindneſs as diſcovered the 
freedom of her friendſhip to him more than ever - 
© Good Gods, Sir, ( ſaid ſhe ) is it you, andare 
«we yct indebted to your love, for a happineſſe we 
<never expected again, and which we had no rea- 
«© ſon in the world to hope for ? Has not then 
« the ingratitude you have found amongſt us, and 
« the loſs of what you had ſo gloriouſly acquired, 
« kept you from coming again into a Country,where 
« you have ſuffered ſo much, and where you have 
«osained fo little ? Io you come, ( continued ſhe 
« with tears, which grief and joy ſhared equally be- 
« zween them) do you come to iee her in the arms of 
« another, whom ſo many ſcrvices, and ſo- many 
« oallant ations in favour both of her, and of us all 


& made ſo lawfully yours, and whom your common 
6&© mi 
mis- 


* on 


T0Z 
&« misfortune rather than the fault of cither of you, 
_ *has vnjuttly robb'd you of ? 

This thoughrrouch d them both ſo ſenſibly, that it 
was impoſſible for Barſina to ſay more, and for my 
Prince to anſwer her otherwiſe, than by aſtream of 
tears, which he pour'd forth out of intereſt, to ſecond 
thoſe which ſhe ſhed out of charity ; but when he 
was a little ſettled, and thathaving return'd her kind- 
nefſes in ſilence, he was ſet down by her, he look'd 
upon her a while with an eye able to make her die 
with pity , and then taking her hands, which he 

reſs'd with tranſports of grief, and tenderneſs, 
< Madam, ( faid he ) behold this caſt away of Hea- 
<£yens anger is return'd, this miſerable baniſh'd man, 
© or rather this faithleſs, this unworthy man, whom 
© you have oftentimes condemned your ſelf unto the 
© torments he has felt ; behold him more ardent, and 
© more paſſionate than ever, and as if his paſſion re- 
©ceiv'd increaſe from his misfortunes as they grew 
© up, and reach'd to the greateſt height they could at- 
tain to, ſo faſt likewiſe did it re-double, and mount 
© unto the higheſt pitch to which there was a poſli- 
© bility for it toriſe, I return, Madam, but Ireturn 
<todie in your preſence, or to receive that aſſiſtance 
© from your goodneſs, which you have bcen alway? 
© pleas'd to afford me ; you helped me charitably in 
© my proſperity, and forſook me not in my adverlity, 
<youalſo are the on:y perſun to whom I now have 
© recourſe, and from whom I come to beg fome re- 
© lief, and ſome conſolation in the ſmall remnant of 
© my lite 3 do not refuſe, ſweet Madam, to take this 
© unfortunate man under your protection, and to do 
«ſomething for the conſervation of a life, which he 
©no longer hopes for but from you. Irequire from 
© your friendſhip, no proofs that may be prejudicial 
tether to your vertue, or to what you owe to Ale- 
© 2nd:r5 perſon, or condition : the inclinations | have, 
<£ and have ever had to yon, are full of too much re- 
< ſpect, and thoſeI have had unto the Queen are too 
© noble, and too pure, to change their nature now ; 
<T have not with my hopes, loit my remembrance 
© of what is due to her, and to your ſelf, and all the 
©favour I look for from you, and which I beg of you, 
©by that pity which your tears expreſs to me, is 
© nothing but to ſee, and to diſcourſe with my Prin- 
© ceſs, which you may eaſily procure me without 
* danger to her, or to your ſelf. If I may but yet 
«. Sites Sr upon my knees, that Iam, and have been 

 Ealways con{tant, and that I was never faithlefſe, I 

© ſhall then dic ſatisfied, and no longer envy Alex 2::- 
Eders happineſs, but confeſs my ſelf obliged ts you 
© alone, for ſo fortunate a concluſion of my life. 

My Prince brought forth theſe words, and ſome 
others which he accompanied with ſo» many ſighs, 
that Barſiaz's heart being touch'd with grief and 
compaſſion, ſhe was not able to anſwer him, and 
when ſhe had a little recovered her countenance, and 
- wiped away the tears, that had bathed both her 
cheeks an neck, ſhe replyed with a great deal of 
trouble, © Sir, the Gods are my witneſſes, that | 
<wasnot much more deeply griev'd for the loſs of 
©my dear 1ennon, than Iam for your afflictions, 
© and that ſorrow which brought me ſo near my grave, 
*<had but little advantage over that I ſuffer for your 


©misfortunes; Yes, Sir, I proteſt to you, by the. 


© memory of that dear Husband, I would willingly 
"©reſtore you part of your contentment, with part of 
© my life, and ſhould be ſofar from conſidering Alex- 


<2ndersintereſts, that 1 would not at all conſider mine | 
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Part, Þ, 
© own, to ſettle you again in that happineſs, which 
© was ſolawfully your due, and which you fo unjuſt. 
*ly, and unfortunately loſt ; I am tvo much cx. 
*cern'din your affairs, to have laid aſide the remey. 
* brance of them, and your vertue has too power, 
* fully won me, to leave you any belief, thatI 
* receive the occaſions of ſerving you, otherwiſe thay 
© as my greateſt bleſſings. Make not uſe therefore 
© of any farther conjuration, to oblige me to do for 
© you, all that ſo vertuous a Prince can ever deſire: 
<1 will labour for your ſatisfaftion with much eaper. 
*neſs and fidelity, and perhaps with more ſuccek 
* than you expected, require the reft from your own 


* courage, let it ſupply my weakneſs, and the Queens 3 


* want of power, and finde in it a love wherewithg 
*to ſatishe a noble and generous ſoule like yours: 
© perchance the Gods will make ſome alteration in 
*your fortune ; this day wanted but little of bei 
©the happyeſt you ever ſaw, and he who is no the 
© obſtacle of your joys, is commonly expoſed to fg 
* many dangers, that it is not likely that hindrance 
*can continue long. This fight you deſire of me, 
* ſhall not be hard to be obtained ; I have that eo0d 
© fortune, that the Queen in all the accidents of her 
© life has honoured me with her firſt affe ions, and! 
* yet have hopes that the endeavors I ſhall uſe in it 
© will notbe unpleaſing to her. 


My Prince not being able to ſuffer her to ſay more L. 


caſt himſelſdown upon her, and embracing her knee 
with raptures full of aftection, ſaid all that his ac- 
knowledgment of ſo great an obligation would put 
into his mouth, and made proteſtations to her, which 
might have been thought due only to Srarira, Bar- 
ſina having rais'd him up with much reſpect and 


ſhame, to lee a perſon of ſo high quality in that po. p 


ture, renewed her promiſes to him, and having 
given him encouragement to hope much from her 
aſſiſtance, and made him abate ſomething of the vio- 


lence of his grief, ſhe began to enquire after the | % 


paſſages of his life, for thoſe years he had ſpent ſince | 


he went from Perſsa, 


My Prince was willing to content her, and to that 


end, related ſuccinctly all that had befallen him in 
Scythia, and the moit important particulars the was 
igaorant of ; but when at the concluſion ſhe learn'd 
that it was he who had ſav'd Alexander that after- 
noon, ſhe was ſo ſeiz'd with admiration, that ſhe 
could not forbear expreſſing it, by exclamations full 
of wonder and amazement. © O Gods! Sir, ( cryed 
© ſhe ) have you then taken ſo painfula Voyage by 
<Sea and Land, to give that enemy. his life, who 
« gives you your death, and did you fo viſibly expoſe 


* your own, to preſerve one that is ſofatal to you? | 


© O miracle of vertue and generofi----. there was no 
© other action remaining but this alone, to crown all 
«thoſe gallant ones you had done before ; if you had 
© come to Suſa but one day later than you did, or 
* that you had been but alittle lefle generous than 
© you are, you would now perchance have been the 
© happieſt of all men living ; but great Prince, hope 


<from ſo many marvellous events, for an advantage- Ee? 


© ousſuccefſe unto your ſelf ; you have meritcd Sra- 
© :;ra by ſo many rights, that it's impofſible but ſhe 
© mu{t be one day yours, and the Gods were very un- 
juſt, if ſo great a vertue ſhould not in the end con- 
<rain fortune to yield it the victory. After theſe, 
© and ſome other ſayings, which her aſtoniſhment 
© produced, ſhe in exchange of his recital, gave him 


ſome account of the life, which the Queen and _ 
na 
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Book. V1. 
had led during his abſence, ſhe inlarged her ſelf a lit- 


on ſuch matters as. he had not learn'd from 
m—_ and eaded with thoſe that happen'd ſince 


' that Eunuchs departure. 


My Prince informed himſelf curiouſly how ſhe 
food affected to him ar that preſent,” and heard that 
her inclinationsto him were little diflerent from thoſe 
ſhe had expreſſed in her Letter ; and that knowing 
her ſelf obliged to love her husband, the endea- 
voured by all manner of ways, to bury the remem- 
brance of my Prince ; not that the has any hape(ad- 
ded Barſina )to eftect it, but her vertue is ſo perfect, 
and the proofs ſhe receives of the Kings affection 
are ſo great, that ſhe mates incredible attempts, to 
root thoſe tizoughts out. of her heart ' which arc 
hardly conſitent with the love to which ihe believes 
her ſelf engaged; but how ſtrong ſocver her reſoluti- 
on to that purpoſe is, we ſcarce can paſs one day 
without ſpeaking of you, and no ſooner has that 
mention awaken'd you in her memory, but her ſoul 
is fo afflicted, that the perplexity I ſee her in at 
thoſe times, has made me often refolve to avoid all 
occaſions of that diſcourſe, Arndfor Roxana, (ſaid 
my Prince.) how is ſhe ewployed now ? ©Inbewailing 
her ſelf (anſwered Barſina) for the little aftcion 
< the King expreſſes to her, having given himſelf fo 
< wholly tothe merits of Statira, that he ſeldome 
© ſo much as beſtows a viſit on that other Queen; ſhe 
{is fallen into ſuch a jealouſie, and vexation at it, 
Ethatſheis not to be com'orted, and they were ſay- 
<ng to day at my Fathers, that not being able toen- 
<qure the Kings viſible neglect of her, andhis ex- 
@traordinary fondneſs of Sratira, the is reſolv'd to 
© 00away within a few days, to paſs over her ill hu- 
* mmorat Babylon; the loſs of her company will be 
< but little lamented by any of us,and we have all con- 
<ceiv'd ſuchan averſion again(t her, that we wait im- 
© patiently for the hour of her departure. . 

Av the wicked Creature ! cryed my Prince, and 
making a ſtop atthoſe words, gave ear to the re{t of 
the news Barſina was teiling him. It was grown 
very late while they entertain'd one another on this 
faſhion, and Oroodares not to incommode_Barſina 
any longer, would have retired unto his Lodging ; 
but ſhe would not ſuffer him to go from her houſe, 
and commanding that ſome Chambers a little out of 
the way, ſhould be made ready for Tyre and thoſe 
that were with him, ſhe caus'd us to be conducted 
to them, not accompanying my Prince her ſelf, for 
fear thoſe honours ſhould diſcover ſomething of his 
quality. She bad him not good night, till the had 
promiſed him, that he ſhould ſee the Queen the next 

day, and making us paſs for Tyrews his friends or 
ſervants, took away all the ſuſpition her people 
might have þ+-+.,f my Maſter. Ask me not how he 
pais'd the reirvt that night, inthe expectation of an 
happineſs he had been incouraged to hope for ; the 
day appear'd before he could cloſe his eyes, and 
ſcarce could the length of his former watchings cauſe 
him totake a little reſt inthe morning : It was rea- 
ſonable late when he awaked, and was not yet got- 
ten up, when Barſina ſent toknow it Tyrews were 


ready; we knew very well it was my Prince whom * ) | 
| Barſina hearken'd' to her attentively, and by the 


ſhe inquired after, and Tyres went into her Cham- 
ber to give her the good morrow from him, where 
he told her how he had paſs'd the night: As ſoon as 
ſhe wasdreſs'd, and that ſhe knew my Maſter was 
ſo too, ſhe came into his Chamber, being attended 
only by a Waiting woman, whoſe fidelity was well 
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known to her, and with whom I had formerly made 
a friendſhip. When ſhe. had bidden him go04 mor- 
row, and us'd him with all the modeit kindneſs ſhe 
could invent, ſhe led him through a Gallery, into 
the Cloſet, where they had converſed the night be- 
fore, and aft:r ſome Diſcourſe(whoſe length hin- 
ders me from repeating it)lhe commanded the Table 
ſhould be ſerv'd in her Cloſet, where ſhe dined with - 
my Maſter, not admitting any body but that wo- 
man, and ſome ſervants who could not know us; 
yet howſoever ſhe before them gave the chief honors 
to 7 yreres, to keep Oroondares the more from being 
diſcovered. As ſoon as we had din'd,& that ſhe believ- 
ed the Queen was riſen from the Table, ſhe gave or- 
der to have her Charict made ready to go to the Pa- 
lace,but before thatwas done,they brought her word 
that Queen Srarira was coming to viſit her,as ſhe of- 
ten did,and that ſhe was already at the Gate:So unex- 
pected a good fortune, made my Prince's heart leap 
for joy,& tremble with apprehenſion:It is hard for me 
to expreſs his inward motions to you,but it is true, 
that he was ſo beſides himſelf, that in his whole life 
time I had never ſeen him in ſuch a condition ; Inthe 


"mean time Zarſ1n4 having given him charge to ſtay in 


the Cloſet, ſhut the door, and ran down to meet the 
Queen, ſhe found her at the bottom of the ſtairs, 
and having receiv'd heras ſhe was wontto do, ſhe 
help'd her by the arm inher coming up, and waited 
upon her into her Chamber. The Quecn who made 
that viſit, to diſcourſe with her in private, bad all 
thoſe that came with her, to ſtay in the out-Cham- 
ber, and taxing onely Clcoze in with her, com- 
manded her to-thut the door ; that of the Claſgagias 
a little open, and my Prince comins genthunn_ 
ſaw her enter, but ſo charming, and ſo ray] 
beautiful, that he was like to loſe his ſence 
extaſic, which he was ſtruck into by the fight of 
Good Gods ! how will it be poſſible for me to 
preſert this encounter to you ; and to make 
youcorprehend the agitations of his mind, and the 
trarffports unto which his ſoul was elevated ; he at” 
firit became as cold as matble, but afterwards,that 
Ice giving plact to the fire which was more eſſential 
to him, he appear'd more ardent and inflamed then 
ever, yct not without quaking and trembling in ſuch 
manner, that he had ſcarce ſtrength enough to ſtand 
upon his legs. | 

Inthis interim the Queen was ſet down, and ma- 
king Barſina fit by her, her face changed colour di- 
vers times, and inall her actions ſhe ſeem fo trou- 
bled,and prepoſſeſs'd either with ſome new thought, 
or ſome new accident, thatit was a long time before 
ſhe was able to ſpeak ; after ſhe had continued a 
while in this perplexity, which put Barſiza into 
ſome diſquict, © Dear Zarſfina (faid ſhe at laſt) I 
{© am the moſt confounded of any woman living, and 
<'tis the confaſion I am in which makes me runto 
« you, asto her in whom of all the world I find the 
<«<sreateſt conſolation ; the accident that has happen- | 
& ed tome, will without doubt ſurpriſe you, and I 
<< affure my ſelf that you will partake in my joy, or 
& in my grief, or in them both together. 

She made aſtop at theſe words, and ſecing that 


alterations of her countenance witneiſed how deep 
an intereſt ſhe took in all things that concern'd her 
fortune, ſhe went on thus : « Know that the ſame 


| < accident which had like yeſterday to have made 


<« me loſe my husband, made me recover Or oonda- 
"« C8: 
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IO4 
& ;-., but only recovered him to loſe him again ; 
© ind the ſame mbment that preſented him to my 
© fight, robb'd me alſo of him for ever; I ſaw him 
& with theſe eyes, him that isin the world for no- 
< thing elſe but the ſafety of all that have rclation to 
& me, and the ſorrow I was in at thattime, hindred 


< menot from knowing the air of his face, from dil-' 


'& cerning the tone of his voice, nor from under- 
<« {tanding the ſenſe of his words. *Twas in hisarms 
« I ſaw my husband cold, and. ina trance, and 'twas 


<« from him that I received him, as a preſent he made 


* me of a good whichl had loſt. *Twas he him- 
& ſelf, (ny dear Barſina) or if 'twere not his body, 
&« (asthe ſuddenneſs wherewith he vaniſhed from our 
& ſight makes me to fear) 'twas at lealt the Ghoſt 
& of him,who having been created only for me and 
«© 2nd mine, came out of the E!iz:an Ficlds juit at ſo 
© fatal a minute, to preſerve all thatI had yet left to 
&« loſe ; my tears drew him thither without doubt, 
* anditifling in him the confidcration of his own inte- 
& reſts, moved him to the conſervation of that per- 
«fn which ruined him. Alaſs! ( continued ſhe, 
© breaking forth tato tears, and letting her 
Khead ſink, gently upon Barſina's ſhoulder ) 
© Alas ; dear Oroondates | and too dear for 
© my quiet, and too dear for my duty : Whe- 
<« ther it be that thou {till loveſt me alive; or that 
«thy foul-deveſted of its body, doth {till preſerve 
« its fir{t inclinations to me ; why doelit thou return 
& now, both to diiturh my quict, and to afſail my 
& duty ? If my quict was dear to thee, my duty al- 
«© ſ{oought to be conſiderable; nor can{t thou trou- 
Ble the one, without arming thy ſelf againlt the 
'< ather, with thoſe ſame arms again{t which | ne- 
_«xercould defend my ſelf.” 

*.- Herſobs interrupted the progreſs of theſe words, 


we” - 
: 43 ; 
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"and Barſina taking her in her arms, and mixing her 


\ tears ' with hers, © Madam, ( ſaid ſhe ) comfort 
«© yourſelf, ſince you have no new cauſe of affliction, 
& 2nd that if your ſoul be yet capable of any joy,you 
& have lefſe matter of grief than conſolation. Oroo7- 
« dates is living without queſtion, and you have 
& really receiv'd a ſervice from him, which a ſpirit 
<« without a body could not poſſibly render you. 

© Ahdear' Barſina( replied the Queen, with a deep 
©figh drawn from the bottom of her heart it he be dead 
* it is impoſſible I ſhould live ; but if he be alive and 
©near Us, whatdo you think wi!l become of me ? 
< how ſhall I receive him whoml have us'd fo ill, and 
©how ſhall I uſe my ſelf if I receive him otherwiſe 
© than as being the wife of Alexander ? Shall I baniſh 
© him once again, him to whom I am engaged by ſo 
© much affection,by ſo many Oaths,& by ſo freih 0b- 
© ligations ; and if I cannot baniſh him, how ſhall I ſee 
£ him ? how ſhall I ſuffer him, whom I can neither ſee, 
< nor ſuffer without mortally offending my husband & 
< mortally offending my ſelf? how ſhallI love him 
<£ without blame,whom I neither can nor will hate ; & 
< how ſhall Ihatc him without blame,whoml neither 
© ought,nor can lawfully love?do but ſee Barſina, the 
< miſery ofmy condition, I cannot conſent toOroonda- 
© zes his death,nor can I conſent to ſee him yet alive ; 
<©I muſttherefore dye my ſelf ; by that means my gricf 
< will be ſatisfied, & my duty will remain unblemiſh- 
 ©ed I ſhall acquit my ſelf to Oroondates,and to Alex- 
© ander,of what T owe to both,and ſhall likewiſe pay 

* what [owe to my duty, and to my affection. 

She would perchance have ſaid more, if my Prince 
quite beſides himſelf, and in the condition you may 


| WP as I " At ch b "OP TY POE Lo ets Re OP. "o- ; PETR _ CI 
* > . «3s . 
Pp: : . : Ke” ; 
a ; «FT; ; 
CASS A DR A | 
, * 


| 


eos <a 


"ov Tit oo ie FM N 
v ..\ 


Part, L 


imagine this diſcourſe had put him, could have hy 
patience longer, and if he had not thruſt open th 


Cloſet door, running to her with ſo murh arden « 
and ſuddennefſe , that he was at her fect, almoſt be. WF <1! 
*1 


fore ſhe perceived he was in the Chamber. * Jydg 
Sir, in what a caſe that poor Princeſs was at thy We 
ſight of him, ſhe firit gave a great ſhrick, andthe 


letting her ſelf fall irito the arms of Bar{ina and Ch. " 
one, who made haſte to hold her up, ſhe remaing i 
with ſo little ſenſc or motion, that ſhe ſeem'd rathe; 
to be dead than alive. Tyrexs and I came inat th Q 
ſame time, and were witneſſes of the molt movin 3 
ſpectacle we had ever ſeen, and certainly there is w|M& 0 
heart in the world ſo barbarous, that would not hay lo 
0 


becn touch'd with compaſſion, My poor Maſte 
liy proſtrate before the Quecn, and kiſs'd her fee 
with rapturesable to have carried forth his ſoul alon 
with them; and the Queen looking upon him in thy 
poſture with a dying cye, had neither aſſurance e 
nough to ſpeak to him, ſtrength enough to raiſe hin 
up, nor asI think, under{tanding enough to knoy 
what he did; the whole room was in a profoundf. 
lence, and Barſiza intentive upon their action, 
ſeem'd as much aſtoni{h'd as they themſelves, and 
made no attempt todraw them out of the conditia 
they were in, : 

My Maſter open'd his mouth to ſpeak three ſeve. 
ral times,&as often his ſighs and ſobs ſtrangledhs 
words e're he could get them out, but in the end, re. 
calling his great courage a little, in that neceſſity he: 
had ot it, he ſtruggicd fo with paſſion, that he at lat 
brought forth theſe words in reply to thoſe laſt hi 
Princeſs had ſpoken. © Trouble not your ſelf any 
*longer Madam, to think what ſhould become of 


© you, nor to conteſt what reſolution you ſhould &# 7 
take, for theintercſt of your duty and for the eſta. th 
© bliſhment of your quiet; he who by your on © 
<confeſnon, came into the world for no other eni{ - 
© but meerly to ſerve you, and to pleaſe you, returs 4 
© not to you now, to trouble a quict which mul th 
*necds be dear, nor to affail a duty which is conſide b 
© rable to you; neither comelT to reproach you, a a n 
© to challenge you of your word which you have bro Wi L 
ken, and which you are now no longer in a condit- 8 "» 
*ontokeep; your own heart, and your own cot re 
© ſcience ſpeak enough to you for me, and I have nv K ' 
<thing to recall into your memory which both of by 
© them have not often repreſented to it ; I returnon- of 
<ly, Madam, toſee you once again, the perſon for ry 
© whom only I have lived to ſave the life of a hus Yi 
* band who is dear to you, and who ought to be 0 _ 
* for the conſideration of his vertue ; and to yielc up WF - 1 
*a life at your feet, which I have kept only for your 8 . 
* fake, and which I will keep no longer, fince you BR 
thave now drawn-from it all the ſervice it is able todo im \,.. 
© you} ſince it is prejudicial to your quiet, and to BW h. 
* your duty, and fince it is not pleaſing enough, to -Bi 
*sive me any defire to prolongit. Behold the res , A 
© ſons, Madam, that brought me hither, but how - bY 
* ſpecious ſoever they may ſeem, they ſhould not us 
© have recall'd me from that baniſhment to which you [ F 
* had condemn'd me, if you had not revok'd it: your _ 
ſelf, and if I had not learn'd that mine innocence 8 -.- 
© was not unknown to you, and that I was faulty in uf 
* nothing elſe, butin having rais'd my thoughts toa Bt ,., 
© happineſs, which Alexander alone could lawfully bt ,,. 
©aſpire to; the Gods have granted him a fortune, ba 
*which was due to none but him, and have give" m1 
*you him for a husband, who of all men living 1s 
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< aworthy to poſſeſſe you; let him live with- 
—_— fear f Gag, what cannot worthuly be 
« þuthis ; and do you live without any remembrance 
© of the oaths which you have violated, I.quickly 
< willdeliver him from the apprehenſion of a rival as 
« fearleſs as himſelf,and you from a remotſe that may 
« trouble the calm of thoſe delights you ought to cn- 
© J0Y- : j 7 
* *Fhe noor Prince would have ſaid more, but the 
| Gs hs during his diſcourſe had rais'd her ſelf 
| alittle out of the aſtoniſhment in which ſhe ſeem'd 
| to have been buried, hearken'd.to-his words with 
| conflicts, which it were impoſſible to repreſent, and 
| Jook'd upon him with eycs, which though drowned 
| themſelves, made him live and die a thouſand fimes 
# inamoment: then it was that love and duty renew- 
| ed their diſpute afreſh, and that both of them di- 
{tracted the mind of that poor Princefſe with incre- 
| dible vehemence. But in the end though duty got 
| the upper hand, yet was it not able to hinder love 
| from giving ſuch expreſſions, as it could not have 
| forbidden without inhumarity : and that fair Queen 
& after ſhe had long enough conteſted it, let her ſelf 
| fink at laſt upon my Prince, and caſting her arm a- 
# bout his neck, joyn'd her face to his with ſuch a tran- 
= ſportcdardency, that both ofthem were liketo have 
& yielded up their ſouls, one by the ſweetneſle of that 
= reception , and the other by the violence of that 
Z ſweetneſſe, The mixture and force of their diffe- 
= rent paſſions, had put the Queen fo beſides her ſelf, 
E thatſhe appeared inſeparable from my Prince, and 
# ſcem'd to have forgotten her ſelf inhis arms ; and 
# my Maſter who could not die more happily, nor 
& - more gloriouſly thanin hers, beg'd of the Gods ci- 
| ther to prolong his bliſs, or to finiſh his days in that 
= condition : The Queen in that action had not the 
= litrength to bring forth one word, but the name of 
# Oroondates only, which ſhe repeated twice or 
& thrice, with ſo much tenderneſs and affection ; that 
| ſhe expreſſed her meaning thereby more eloquently, 
| than ſhe could have done by all the words which the 
2 eſtate ſhe was in at that prefent could have put into 
& her mouth, In the end ſhe withdrew her ſelf 
- from her kindnefſe, and ſitting down again upon 
the bed ſide, where ſhe ſate before, ſhe ſeem'd ex- 


| vilibly teſtified her want of power over her paſſions, 

# and put her handkerchief up to her face, to cover 

& the bluſhes whichdicd it, and to wipe away the tears 
F which ran down her face. | 

When ſhe had alittle recovered her ſelf, ſhe look- 

ed awhile upon my Prince with an eye, which dying 

as it was, commanded him to live, and then with 


much adoe forced out theſe words, though they 
were ſo interrupted with her ſighs that they were - 


| hardly to be underſtood. 1Vhar teſtimonies ſoever 
you have newly received of the affe$tion I ſtill bear 
you, Iknow not (Prince Oroondates) which way 1 
can carry my ſelf toward you now; If I conſider my 
preſent condition, and what I owe to my lawful huſ- 
band, and to mine own bonour, 1 can neither Feak, 
to you, hear you, nor ſee you, but if I remetaber what 
5 paſt, and recall bin into my memory, who was my 
aear Orontes, who was my life, who was my all, 'tis 
not by Speaking to you,by hearing you,or ſeeing you, no 
nor by giving you my hearty ſoul,and the little life 
have yet remaluing,that I can ſatisfie the leaſt part of 
my obligations to you : What will you therefore have 
me do, and to what do you aeſtine this unhappy erea- 
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| treamly out of countenance for an action that had ſo , 


*and without ſadneſs the Empire they have reſtored 


464 * 


ture, who had deſtined her ſelf to you alont; and tyho 
had never been but yours, sf the Geds and Wer own 
mufortunerather than yours, had not diSpoſed of hey 
to another ? I know all you can ſay againſt me, and 
all ] can alledge for my juſtification, but you are. tog 
generous to confound awreiched woman with your re- 
proaches,and I am both roo guilty,and too much obliged 
to you,to go about to tlear my felf of a fault which I 
cannot repazr,and for which I ſuffer at leaſt as mich as 
you. It 15 true moſt noble,and moſt faithfullOroondates 
1 ought to have been yours by a'l manner of rights,and 
by all maniier of reaſons, and you ought to have been 
mine by that ardent and pure affeftion which 1 really 
bore you; but you ſee the heavens had otherwiſe or- 


"7 2 WS CS Ox 


to defend us from the anger of the Gods, not from rhe 
malice of our enemies, Now iwydear Otdondates, (I 
Jay my aear Oroondates, ſince in Site of all the rea- 
ſons that can forbid me, you are ſtill,and to mY grave 
ſhall always be dear to me) ſince by that cruel decree 
which has ſeparated us for ever, 1am able now to dd 
nothing for you, what do you require of me $ yau know 
my want of power, my reputation I am ſure is dear to 
You, and that vertue which madt you yeſterday run in- 
ro the jawes of death, to reſcue him from thence, who 
has ſent you thither, puts me in ſafety from all thoſe 
thoughts that might offend it. Bywhat means th#ican 1 
preſerve unto wy Lord, that which can be no bodies but 
his,and ſatis fie part of thoſe deep ingagments you have 
laid upon we ? O Gods ( continued ſhe, lifting up her 
hands and eyes to heaven) Gods who have powred 
down all your cruelties upon the Royal houſe of Perſia, 
why did you not bury me in the ruins of ut? and why 
aimd you not all thoſe darts of vengeance at me'alone, 
which were the deſtruilion of poor Darius, and which 
rob*d us of our dear Artaxerxes? EET 
Her tears which overflowed moſt violently, would 
not ſuffer her to 'go on, and I muſt confeſs to 
you Sir, that Barſina, Cleone, Tyreus, and I, 
kept her ſuch Faithfull company'in that employment, 
that we were incapable'of giving her any confolation. 
My poor Prince- who' had not 'tirr'd off from his 
knees, and who ſtill embraced hers with rdptures of 
affection which cannot be expreſſed, nor ſcarte ima- 
pined, received ſome comfort indeed by finditig that 
her love was not extinguiſhed, ' but he was fo Fett: 
ſfible'of the grief in which he ſaw her overwheltned, 
that his own thereby was unſpeakably redoubled.. 
He nevertheleſs drew ſome relief from his great 
courage, and uſing infinite violence upon himſelf to 
ſettle his paſſion ſo far that he might be ableto peak. 
* Ceaſe Madam (faid he ) to give inea double death, 
*my grief is ſtrong enough alone to ſend me to 
©*my grave. without the help'of yours,” nor 6tight 
< yon to be longer.in pain which way to fatisfie me, 
<fince the tears you ſhed for this miſerable man, have 
© but too fully requited ali he.cver did for you; weep 
* nolonger for a misfortune, in which your. charity 
© only makes you be concern'd, I alone ought to be- 
© wail it, fincejt belongs to me alone - the Gods could 
<©not more equally. match the moſt perfect of all 
© women, than with the greateſt ofall men, and you 
© ought not to murmut for what they have” done a- 
© 5ainſt me, ſince for you they have done all that in 
* reaſon you could wiſh. Poſſefſe without Wet, | 


© you, enjoy the tranquility wherein they have' fe- 
© eſtabliſhed you, and never diſturb it with the re- : 
© membrance of this unhappy wretch, whom you ** 
| u | © ave 
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£ have juſtly abandoned, and who will quickly aban- 
« don himſelf to the laſt, and moſt afſured of all reme- 
dies. Theſe words were ſo ſharp unto the Queen, that 
it was impoſſible for her to ſuffer them longer without 
interruption. : = 
* Cruel Oroondates ( faid ſhe looking ſidewiſe upon 

him ) you ſhould rather keep your ſelf to the juſtice of 
your cauſe, than make yoilt ſelf faulty by reproaching 
me with ſo much inbumanity : reproach me with your 
ſervices if you will, reproach me with the falſeneſſe 
of my eaths, and the violation of my faith which 1 bad 
given you, and 1 will confeſſe all without reply; for 
though 1 be innocent in wy intention, I am too guilty 
in the effeits, ever to pretend to juſtifie my ſelf ; but 
| reproach me no more with a baſeneſs which 1 never was 
capable of, T have ſhun'd Empire too much,ever to give 

eccaſion te have it believ'd that I found any ſweerneſs 
in it, and the repugnance I have ſhewed againſt that 
I now enjoy, has grven cauſe enough to have it thought 
1 eſtabliſhed not my happineſs in that, I am indeed 
more happy than 1ought to have hoped, inthe poſſeſſi- 

on, in, 1-4 love of a Prince worthy of a better for- 

rune t: but I never found any felicity in that wherein 
you eſtabliſhit for me, and "tis only the conſideration 
of ny duty that has made me taſte any ſweetneſs,where 
my inclination made me to feela bitterneſs : you are 
wot therefore unfortunate alone, neither ſhall you run 
to death alone, if all ſuch as are ſo muſt run thither, I 
do not lope that Empire and that tranquility you re- 
proach me with ſo well, but that Ile keep you faithful 
company, and if it be thereby that you deſire proofs of 
my affetion, that without doubt will be more eaſie to 
me, and more lawfully permitted than the leaſt of 
thoſe I now could gruve you. Thoſe you have received 
fo day, though weak and fruitleſſe, are yet truly to be 


blamed, and I can no longer without fault, difence 


- with wy ſelf to take thoſe-laberties which are now for- 
bidden me ; but I have given them for this once, to the 
memgry of what you have heretofore done for me, to 
the reparation of crime which I cannot better repair, 
eo the pains you bave taken in coming to me again, af- 
xer the loſſe of your hopes, tothe ſefery of a huaband, 
whom you ſo geverouſly reſtored me, and in ſhort to 

_ the remainder of a paſſion which I was not Miſtreſs, of. 

All theſe conſuderations render my firſt ſlips excuſable 
end you from benceforth will have ſo much regard of 
of me, 4s not to deſire to make her more criminal wham 

you bave lov'd ſo perfeitly, 

_  Oroonagtes knowing the aim of her diſcourſe, 
Tyler not m continue i, and after he was ri- 
n up,. crofing his arms upon his breſt, and retirin 
aſteportwo; © Yes Madam ( ſa;z4he ) you hoe 
< done too much for me, and you have reaſon to re- 
<6 pen the teſtimonies I have received to day of your 

cc 


iendſhip, I have merited them ſo little, that you 


&« ought to bluſh having granted them, and this miſe- 


& rable man who is of ſo ſmall value, and has done 
« you ſuch poor ſervices, could not juſtly hope 
ws a4 ſuch favours from the greateſt Queen in the 
« world. 

The Que drawing a ſigh from the bottom of her 
heart, reply'd; © You are to blame Oroondates, to 
* putme yet againin mind of the merit of your per- 
* ſon and ſervices, you know that Iam ignorant of 
©neither ; andT have already confeſſed to you, that 
 *the gift of my heart, of my life, and of my very 
* ſoul, couldnot acquit me of any part of what I owe 
© you, and ſhall owe you to my grave, how much 
© locyerl ſtrive to fatisfie you. No Oroondates lam 
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<ſo are my witneſſes, that ifI were at my Own d, 
cf '"y, [ would give my ſelf intirely to you ; and 
<that 1 they had left me a thouſand lives, [ wai 
© willingly loſethem all torequite part of my obligai 
© ons; but what can Ido more to eſcape ingratity, 
© and what can you pretend to, or what can you hops 
* for from me, beyond that confeſſion, and that g. 
*ſire ? Do you not know the tric rules of my 
©tie? and do you not know that IsmK{ill the ſan; 
© Statira, in whom you heretofore have lov'd ſons 
Clittle vertue ? + 
My Prince who hearken'd to her attentively, ay 
who while ſhe ſpoke feem'd to devour her with hy 
eyes, interrupting her of a ſudden; © Well 1, 
© dam, (faid he with an extraordinary tone ) do yuſ# 
< live in this ſeverity of your rules,and I will dieinty{&© 
© ſeverity of my Oaths, and of the Proteſtations| 
© have made you; I approve your noble reſolwig 
© and I approve that intire affeQion you bear to 
© husband worthy of you, but you alfo mult 
< prove, that not being able to live without that hop 
* which forbad me to diel breath out my ſoul at you 
« feet, which ever was, and never can be but yousg 
With theſe words inſtantly drawing out his fwory 
and clapping the pummet of 'it to the floor, ki 
ruſh'd upon the point with ſo furious a ſuddennes, 
that if Barſina who was cloſe by him had not givaſ 
the hilt ofit a kick, which ſtruck the ſword a goofs 
way from him, he had run himſelf through, befor 
we could have been able to hinder it. My Prins 
fell all along upon the boards, but he was ſo av 
med, and ſo afflicted to have miſs'd his defign, thilf 
his grief was not far from executing preſently wif 
Barſina's ſpeedy aſhitance had diverted. We ral 
all ſpeedily to him, but he appeared ſo confoun 
ed for having ſo ill effected his intention, that vn 
durſt ſcarce lift up his eyes upon us that ſtood about 
him - The Queen exceſſively affrighted, caſt herſelf 
upon him, and embracing him with mortal trance 
endeavoured to drive away his deſpair by the ſweet 
eitkindneſſes,and the moſteftectual words her affect 


on could furniſh her withall, * What, my deaJn 


© my beloved Orontes (faid ſhe, holding him fiill i 
© her arms,quite fainting and dejected) you that wer 
© heretofore, and who in ſpite of the rigour of my dM 
* ſtiny, are yet my life, had youa will to- give me nj 
<death by ſo cruel a means? had you then folitth 
* care of my life,and of my reputation,that you hadii 
© mind to ſacrifice both unto your ſorrowes, withou| 
© conſidering that for you alone my life is ſubject ti 
©the moſt bitter affliction that anyſoul is able to bea! 
Ah! hard hearted Oroondates ! if your reſentment 
© require blood, and that you would have me die, uf 
this ation did viſibly teſtifie, content your ſelf with 
© making me ſuffer one death alone, turn the point 
© that cruel ſword againſt this breaſt I offer you; pierce 
© this heart which once was yours, and in which you 
* are ſtill ſo deeply engraven, that duty can ſcarcelſ 
© introduce him it obliges me to receive into it; 
© one of us muſt die, 'tisI alone, I alone am guilty 
* perjured, faithleſs; and you arc till innocent, fill 
© firm, ſtill conſtant ; Iam ſhe who have unwortbt 
<ly betrayed you, and baſely forſaken you, and you 
*are he who hath too generouſly, and too faithfuly} 
©loyv'd me. | . 

She ſaid many other words to him with ſo. mud 
vehemence and tenderneſle, that a heart of Adamatt 


would doubtleſſe have been ſoften'd by them ; MY 
Prin 


Book. V ]. 
7 ſwered het not but with his eyes, and caſt- 
ok at her in which death was naturally painted, 
Js made her underitand ſutficiently, that he was but 
little capable? to relliſh her arguments, nor to take 
the reſolution ſhe would have given him. The 
Queen who apprehended the cltects of his deſpair, 
an4 who fear'd he ſtill perſiſted in the deſign of dying; 
reſoly'd not to omit any thing to draw him from 1t, 
believing that in ſuch an extremity, gratitude and 
pity commanded her to ſlacken ſomthing of that ſe- 
verity to which ſhe had tyed her ſelf. For this eficct, 
& vſiog a little violence upon her humour, and ſeeing 
E thatheopen'd not his mouth to reply; < What my 
E <qearOrontes( ſaid ſhe ) would you then have me to 
E <chelieve that you no longer love me, and that with 
= cthe power Ihad over my ſelf, I have allo lot all 
« that you had given me over you ? come to your ſelf 
« alittle for my ſake, and con(icer that you are not ſo 
© unfortunate , as perchance you have believed: 1 
am till Sratira, if you be ſtil] Or0ondates; and ſince 
<in ſpite of all the laws of duty, and of decency, 
© you force me to confeſle it, if you love me till a 
© little, Ilove you ſtill above my ſelf ; do you de- 
© Cre any more? I ſubmit my ſelf to your judgment 
* ©(my dear Orontes,) andif you think I can do any 
' ©thing more, Iam readyto obey yon; if you have 
* ©<yet your reaſon about you, this declaration will ſa- 
* <tisfie you without queſtion ; and if you yet have 
* ©<any friendſhip to me, you will be contented wit! 
© * thoſe proofs] am able to give you of mine. 
E Thoughmy Prince knew well that the ſweetneſs of 
E theſe words tended only to alter his deſign of dying, 
= and that through theſe kindneſles, he percceiv'd the 
S Queen abated nothing of her reſolution, yet 14 he 
| ſeem a little ſetled; and taking her hand which he 
| ſeal'd with many laſting kiſſes, © Madam, ( ſaid he ) 
= c[call Heaven to witneſs, that I have never ſwerved 
Z *from the vow I made to obey you all my life, andI 
= © pray the Gods to ſend me (if they can) greater 
& © evils thanthoſe they have already made me ſuffer, 
© <iftomy lat momentl perſevere not in that reſoluti- 
= < on. The dcfire you have to ſee me yet endure 
& © more, fhall hinder me from giving that end which 
©] had deſtined to my miſeries ; I will live, ſince you 
{ © command me, and moreover I will live the way 
& ©that you command me; if you will but ſuffer me to 
| love youand ſec you, I will ſatisfie my ſelfas well 
= *as[ can, with that friendſhip you promiſe me ; nor 
# <willlever urge any thing from you, either contrary 
| ©to = humour, or to that duty you oppoſe me 
# <with, 
# <Uponthecſe conditions ( replyed the Queen ) Ile 
*endeavour tolet youſee; that | will not be ungrate- 
<fulto you; and notwithſtanding I know how great 
*afault I commit, and to how great dangers I cer- 
* tainly expoſe my ſelf, Ile break through all for 
*him, whoſe Iam more-than I can or ought to be, 
* and whoſe I would have becn entirely, if the Gods 
© had been pl-aſcd to ſuffer me. 
I ſhould never have done, Sir, if I would repeat 
| allthe Diſcourſe they had together, itIaſted as long 
asdid the day, and the concluſion was, that by Bar- 
ſma's intermiſſion, they might ſee one another again 
ſometimes, and that my Prince ſhould content him- 
ſelf with words and looks, without ever pretending 
to any other proofs of the Queens affection; nay, 


and ſhe faw ſo much difficulty and danger even in | 


them, that ſhce could not reſolve upon that liberty 
without mortal apprehenſions. They parted when 
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it was even almoſt night, and the Queen getting up 
into her Chariot again, left my Prince at Barſina's 
in an eſtate that ſurpaſſes my expreſſion. Theloſle 
of his hopes was the tomb of all his joys; and the 
happineſs of his rival, who had for ever diſpoſſeſs'd 
him of what he had ſo lawfully pretended to, was: 
ſuch a matter of aflictiongg his ſoul, as left him not 
any room for a real conſolation ; yet how great an 
averſion, or how great an inſenſibility ſoever ſhe 
ſhewed for the thoughts of his felicity, his know- 
ledge of the affection which his Prihceſs had ſill to- 
ward him, did much allay the fharpheſs of his grief, 
and flattered him at leaſt with this kind of comfort, 
that the misfortune which deprived him ofthe poſſe(- 
ſion of her body, did yet leave him ſome intereſt in 
her mind. 7 
In this conſideration he found wherewithal tolefſer 
part of his deſpair, and Barſina, who moſt afſeRi- 
onately concern'd in his contentment, ſet it often be- _ 
fore his eyes, and endeavor red by all the reaſons ſhe 
could alledge, to make him paſs his life a little leſs 
unpleaſantly ; but beſides the confolation ſhe gave 
him by her Diſcourſe, the good offices ſhe did him 
contributed much mote unto it ; and indeed ſhe la- 
bourcd for his quict with ſo much affection and ſo 
diſcreet a carriage, that my Prince will never loſe the 
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remembrance of it,nor the deſire to requite it, though 
with the lofſe of that life which ſhe alone prolonged. 
She fcign'da fickneſs, and for ſome time ſhe kept 
her bed, to give the Queen pretence to viſit her; - 
and thoſe to whom the friendſhip that great Princeſs 
bore her was not unknown, thought it not ſtrange 
that ſhe went to ſee her every day. In theſe favour- 
able occaſions, my Maſter found both an abatement, 
and a redoubling of his ſorrows ; for taſting incon- 
ccivable delights in thoſe ſmall favours ſhe granted 
him, he found death itithe reſtraint of others, which 
were reſervd for one more happy ; he often coni- 
plained of it to rhe Queen, and being as a man he 
could not be utterly looſned from his ſenſes, he now 
and then took liberties beyond what werevoluntarily 
permitted him, and by ſome of his actions teſtified 
that he was not abſolute Maſter of his deſires. But: 
that diſcreet Princeſs, though ſhe could not juſtly 
condemn them, reproved them witha pleaſing Ma- 
jeſty, andufing the Empire ſhe had over him, hand- 
ſomely, and without tyranny, ſhe. reduced him by 
reaſoning, within the limits of his former obedi- 
Ence. 

Beſides the viſits which Barſina received from the 
Queen, during her feigned indiſpoſition, after ſhe 
came abroad again, ſhe had recourſe to other inven- 
tions for my Prince's ſatisfaQtion ; ſhe would never 
ſufter him to leave her houſe, and being perfectly 


lov'd and honoured by all thoſe of her ſervants, who 
of neceſſity were to ſee him, ſhe kept himthere with- 
out any great danger, and us'd him with ſo muchi 
ſweetneſs, and ſo'many teſtimonies of friendſhip, 
that ſhe made him recover part of his more lively 
humor : She often procured him the ſight of the 
Queen ina fair Garden ſhe had without the Town, 
and ſending tis out of the houſe before day, ſhe would 
come with the Queen to the garden inthe afternoon, 
and bringing her either alone, of attended only by 
Cleone into private Arbours, where miy Maſter wait- 
ed for her, gave him the conveniency of entertain- 
ing her now and then an hour. Tyres was gone 
home again to the Queen. and his fidelity being very 


well known to her, by his means their interviews 
| + 2 


were 
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were for the moſt part effected. Three or four 
moneths were ſpent in this manner of life, my Prince 
never diſcovering himſelf all that while, to any body 
but Z&7{ina, though ( asT have already ſaid ) he had 
a great number of friends of both ſexes in the Court, 
whoſe fidelity, he did not atall ſuſpect ; but his con- 
ſiderztion of the Queens honour and quiet , made 
him ſo cautious, that he would not ſhew himſelf ſo 
much as to the Princeſs Zariſatis, The Gods know 
with what'affetion both ſhe, and Queen Syſigambis, 
as likewiſe Prince Oxiartes, and Artabaſus, With 
many others, would have welcomed him, and with 
what joy they would have made him partaker in their 
fortune ; but the intereſc of his love had ſo baniſhed 
all thoſe out of his mind, whom elſe he would glad- 
ly have receiv'd into it, that his ſoul was no longer 
capable-of any thought without the compaſs of his 
paſſion. Their moit ordinary meetings were at 
Barſina's:, and one day they were there together, 
when the King,as he return'd from Hunting, heard at 
the entrance of the City, that the Queen was at the 
Princeſſes houſe ; whereupon without going to the 
Palace, he alighted at her gate, and went up ſtairs, 
without giving any notice of his coming : Scarce was 
Barſina advertiſed of it time enough to run and meet 
him without the Chamber door ; and my Prince 
ſurpris d with ſo unexpected a viſit, had hardly time 
to get into the next room. where he ſet down in a 
dark corner, on the farther fide of a bed. From 
thence he hcard the King as he came in, ſay to Za;- 
ſina in the Qucens preſence, Aaidam you have 
robb'd mr of my Altſtriſs, and theſe frequent viſits 
will at L:it make me jealeus; fſne has given ber ſclf fo 
wholly to you, that 1 can ſcarce enjoy ver a moment, 
The Queen anſwering for her, © Think it not itrange 
(replyed ſhe ) andbelieve itis an effect of thoſe rare 
© qualities which you found in her, and that I have 
<too much ſympathy with your Majeſty to have in- 
© clinations different from yours. 

They had many Diſcourſes, after which the King 
being weary with the toil of hunting, had a deſire 
to ſleep; and having a while ftriven again{t it, he 
ask'd pardon of Barſipa for the liberty he took at 
her houſe ; and being well acquainted with the Cham- 
bers, he went into that where my Maiter was reti- 
red, to throw himſelf upon the bed, which he re- 
membred he had ſeen init. FHepheſtion, Ptoloncws, 
Selencus, Antigonus, Leonatus, and many others, 
ſtaid with the Ladics, and the King alone went to 
take his reſt, where my Prince had taken ſanctuary. 
O Gods ! with how many different thoughts was he 
aſſaulted, ſeeing him come into the Chamber ! the 
antipathy he had againſt the raviſher of his happi- 
neſs, the deſire to free himſelf from a rival whoſe 


life was the deſtruction of his own, and his belief at 


firſt that he was diſcovered, and that he was the cauſe 
of the Kings coming into that chamber, made him 
put his hand upon the hilt of his ſword, witha de- 
fign to run him through the body ; but after that firſt 
motion was over, his care of the Queens reputation, 
whick that action would viſibly have ruined, the con- 
fideration-of Barſina, to whom he was ſo nearly ob- 
liged, and the remembrance that a good number of 
Alexanders friends were in the next chamber, ready 
to oppoſe his intentions, and to make him periſh 
himſelf if he attempted any thing , with-held him, 
and made him reſolve not to make any noiſe, nor 
- to ſtir out of his corner if he were Jnot forced to it, 
In the mean time the King not diſcovering hum, 
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by reaſon of the darkneſs of the place where hews; 
threw himfelf upon the bed, and lay ſo near hi n 
that he wanted but very little of touching him; 
Prince itirr d not at all, nay and kept in his ve 
breath as much as poſſibly he could till he was aſlee 


. which was not long, for the King had ſcarce laid hj 


head upon the pillow, before he fell into a ſlumber: 
Alas, what were then the thoughts of this poy 
Prince, feeing himſelf ſo near to him,whom the fres 
poſſeſſion of what he had deprived him of, permit. 
ted to take ſo ſweet and pleaſing a reſt ; and what, 
conſtraint did he uſe upon himſelf, to keep in thok 
ſighs, which this conſideration drew from the bot. 
tom of his heart? . oY 

« Thou {leepeſt ( ſaid he within himſelf) thay 
<«< ſeepeſt happy Alexander, and *tis not ſo mh 


| © the poſlefſion of thy Empires, as that of ny 


< Princeſs, which gives thee this calm and quietre. 
** poſe; thou ſleepeit without being interrupted hy 
* any care, and without being troubled by thee. 
*membrance of any loſs, but I awake whole day; 
** and nights, not out of envy I bear thy Victories, 
< but out of the grief which thou hal feiled in my 


« heart for ever; thy eycs are ſhut to give the 
« peaccful reſt, and mine are open only to thoſe 


*©tears whole ſource proceeds from thee ;thou takeſi 
* that ſleep without diſquiet, which thou haſt rob! 
© meof for ever, and thou cnjoyelt that with tran. 
**quility,and alfo with injuſtice, which was lawfully 


*© due to none but me.Ah! thou whoart the ſtealer a. #7 
« way of my repoſe,and the torment or of my days, #* 


«thou who though fait aſleep,- utterly defenceleſs, L 


<« and abſolutely expoſed unto my mercy, do'ſt yet 
'©cruelly and unjultly tear away my life ; behold 


«thine own is in my power, and with how much eaſe 

* I could deprive thee of th:t, wiich thou take 
** from me with ſo much inhumanity. 

In the middit of theſe thoughts wherein he floated 
wit1 mortal agonies, he opcned the curtain a little, 
and feeins flexanders face turned toward him, he 
was aflaulted with inward motions which carried him 
beſides himſelf, and Icft him almoſt void of ſenſe 
upon the chair where he was ſitting, He had often- 
times a mine io draw cloſe to his car, and ſay ; 4 
*© wake  Aexanier, awake, is it poſhble thou 
<« {houldit ſleep ſo near thy greateſt encmy, coes 
©: the courage thou hatt proved in him, make thee 
« {\>ſecurc, that thou hait no ſuſpition of foul play? 
© how generous ſocver thou knowett him to be, doit 
«thou belicyc that in this deſpair whereinto thou WM 


« haſt precipitated him, he is {ill capable of all the 


<« incitements of generofity ? up Alexander, riſeto 
< diſpute upon even terms, for that happineſs which 
is not-afſured to thee ſo long as I have any life, 
© Statira cannot be thine while I am living, diſpatch 
© me out of the world, ani when T am dead thou 
&« may'ſt ſleep ſecurely ; thou ſhalt do thy ſelf no 
* injury to meaſure thy ſword with mine, my quali- 
©ty as eminent as thine own, and *tis only fortune 
«that advances thee above me, by the Empires ſhe {# 
« has given thee, He continued for ſome minutes | 

in the deſire of ſaying thus unto him, but after he 
had a little bcthought himſelf, the conſiderations] 
have already alledged diſſwaded him from it, and 8 
ſoon as he found that he was faſt aſleep, he roſe up 


cently from his place, & walk'd as ſoftly as poſſibly ÞÞ 


he could toward a door, which led through a gallery 
to his own chamber, without paſſins throvgh Barſ- i 
na's ; butas if his grief had blindcd kim, Ge 5 

itum- Bt 


3B fter ſeeing himſelf diſcovered, opened the door 
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looking carefully to his feet, he by chance 
_— ds ſtool, and fell all along upon the 
floor, with ſach a noiſe that the King waken'd ina 
ſtart; he ſate up inſtantly on the bed, and drawing 
openthe curtain, he ſaw a man of an extraordinary 
{tature, and a majeſtick faſhion, who was cloſe by 
the door, ready to go out ; the King was frighted 
atit, and asked him aloud who he was; but my Ma- 


without replying, and ſhutting it after him, gotro 
his own lodging, Alexander roſe up a little ſurpriſed, 
and coing into Barſixa's chamber, told the company 
into what an apprehenſion the light of that man had 
put him z the Queen and Barſina both changed co- 
four ; but Barſina making it up as well as ſhe could, 
without doubt (faid ſhe to the King tis ſome one 
of my ſervants,who came in not knowing your Maje- 
ſtywasin the chamber;and then perceiving the errour 
he had committed, got outamazed, without having 
the confidence to give your Majeity ananſwer. The 
King was ſatisfied with this excuſe, and within a 
while after going away ; and takings the Queen along 
with him, he gave my Maſter and Barſiza leiſure 
to entertzin themſelves with that accident the reſt of 
the day. 

The Queen reflecting afterward upon that encoun- 
ter, uſed more wearinels in her viſits than ſhe had 
done before, and took: care with all imaginable cir- 
cumfſpectionthat her {toln meetings might not be diſ- 
covered, | | 

'Twas about that time that the whole Court was 
poſſeſſed with thz Kings ſorrow, and that by his 
command it changed both face and habit for a while. 
The death of Hepheſtion, Alexanders favorite, or 
rather his ſecond ſelf, and husband to the Princeſs 
Pariſatis,was cauſe of this deſolation ; I will neither 
tell you of the Kings mourning, nor of the Pomp 
of that Funcral, thoſe things are ſufficiently known 
to you already, nor will I entertain you with the la- 
mentations of that fair, noble window ; all I ſhall 
ſay is, that my Prince was. very ſenſible of her mis- 
fortune, and that he was exceedingly troubled he 

could not viſit her in her affliction, and give her ſome 
conſolation, if ſhe had been capable of any in ſo 
freſh a loſs. The Queen bore a great ſhare inher filters 
grief, and complyed ſofar with that of the King her 
husband, that for ſome days ſhe kept her chamber, 
and for many after ſhe went abroad, viſited only the 
Princeſſe her ſiiter, to whom her affection was ſo 
reall, that ſhe had as greata ſenſe of her ſorrow as 
ſhe her ſelf, | 

This diſaſter deprived my Prince of the fight of 
her, but there paſs'd few days wherein ſhe comfor- 
ted him not in that tedious abſence, by two or three 
words under her hand, which Tyres brought him to 
Barſina's, and which 'my Prince read and kiſs'd 
with ſuch excefſe of conteptment, as alone was able 
to diſcover the oreatneſChis paſſion. 1 remember 
one day he received a Letter from her, the words 
whereof were ſomcthing to this purpoſe. 
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grief, that T alone ſhould run to ſubjeFs of 
joy3 and T am pardonable, if for a ſhort 
ſpace FT loſe the (ight of what T love, to com- 
fort her, who has newly leſt for ever, what 
fhe low'd 5 compaiſron and decency enjoyn me 


this puniſhment 5 but believe my Orontes, 
that it is as harſh tome asto your ſelf, and 
that it is as difficult for Statira to keep her 
ſelf from ſeeing you, as it is blameable in 
the wife of Alexander to deſire it. 


My Prince anſwered her to this effect. 


Prince Oroondates to Queen 
__ Otatira; 


F* juſt that T ſhould ſuffer while the whole 
World is in mourning; and T have too 
much intereſt in what concerns you, to ſufſer 
the affliction of the Princeſſe your Siſter, 
without the mixture of my own misfortunes : 
ſhorten them T beſeech you as much as you are 
able, and give reaſonable limits to that com- 
paſſion, and that decency, unleſs you will 
give very ſhort ones to my life not that T 
ought to love it, ſince it is tronbleſome to you, 
in obligins you to ations which you think are 
blameable ; but neither can T hate it , ſince 
by the violences you uſe upon your own humour, 
for its conſervation, you teſtifie that it is dear 
to you. 


They wrote many others, which did a little ſweet- 
en my Maſters weariſom impatience; and the fair 
Barſina took ſo much care to make the time of his 
vaniſhment leſs tedious, that if he was not really ſa- 
tished, he feigned at leaſt before her,to be very much 
pleas'd with the charms of her converſation. 

The days of great mourning being expired, the 
Queen had the liberty to ſee him again, but ſhe had' 
much more conveniency within a while after,whenthe 
King having rendred thoſe honors to his dear Hepbe- 
ſtion, which only the Gods exact from men,' caus'd 
the Mains, and Tails of Horſes to be cut off, the 
Battlements of City Walls to be beaten down; and 
made his Funerals famous by the expence of twelve 
thouſand talents, departed from S»ſa (as you know) 
to diſcharge his grief upon the Coſſeans, a barba- 
rous people hearto Suſa, againit whomhe ran, as 
at ſo many wild beaſts, calling that expedition the 


Queen Statirato Prince Oro- 


ondates. 


ſacrifice of Hepheſtions Funerals. You know alſo 


' that Queen Sratzra ſtirr'd not from Suſa, but wick- 


ed Roxana having had the liberty to do ſo, retired 
to Babylon, and delivered her rival, and all her 
friends, froma fight that was very inſupportable to 


T were not juſt, while my husband and 
my poor Siſter give themjelves over to their | 


them. 
The abſence of thoſe two perſons afforded my 
Prince great facilities in entertaining the Queen, 
| and 
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and there paſs'd but veryfew days, wherein he had not 
the happineſſe to ſee her either at Barſina's houſe,or 
in the Garden, or in that belonging to the Palace, 
whither Tyres brought him by Clcone's directions, 
and where he ſpent whole hours with her, 1n exta- 
hes and raptures, which cannot be conceiv d but by 
thoſe who have lov'd like him, and which would ab- 
ſolutely have ſatisfied him, if he had not thought of 
the advantages which Alexander had above him, 
and of the command that had been laid upon him, 
never to pretend to greater. In the mean time that 
vertuous Princeſſe behaved her ſelf toward him in 
ſuch a manner, that though ſhe expreſs'd her ac- 
knowledgment, and rendred him what ſhe believ'd 
ſhe owed to one that had done ſo much to ſerve her, 
yet ſhe never exceeded the bounds of her duty,nor c- 
ver abated any thing in his favour, of what ſhe knew 
only to be due to her husband, ſhe never let ſlip one 
word againſt him; and when my Prince by any of 
his ſayings, or any of his aGtions, made appear 
that he had a deſign apainſt a life, the lofle whereof 
alone was the el{tabliſhment of his, ſhe would check 
thoſe motions ſogracefully, and accompany her ſpe- 
cious reaſons with ſo many tears, and ſuch urging 
prayers, that ſetling him more than ever in the ad- 
miration of her vertue ; ſhe alſo confirmed him 
ſtrongly in the reſolution'of never diſpleaſing her, 
by any of his ations while he lived. One day when 
in her preſence and Barſina's, he let 'fcape ſome 
threats againſt him, and accuſed himſelf of the co- 
wardiſe he ſhewed in ſuffering him to live, the 
Queen after ſhe had a little ſharply reproved him; 
Dear Oroondates ( continued ſhe ) / may and 
© onght to confefle to you without doing you any in- 
<jury, that I love the King my Husband as much as 
©l ovght to love him, and that no body can attempt 
© again{t his life, without ſtriking directly at mine; 
© but though I were void of thoſe inclinations [ have 
©and ſhould have towards him, and that I could with- 
© out grief ſee the loſs of him whom the Gods have 
<civen me for my husband ; what do you think [ 
© owe unto my own conſideration ? and with what 
© eyedo you believe the care of my reputation would 
*fufter me to look upon my husbands murtherer ? 
©do you judge that could with decency receive him 
©for my ſecond husband, whoſe hands were ſtained 
© with the blood of my firſt ? and though Iſhould ſhut 
© mine eyes agapalt all theſe conſiderations,and {huuld 
©throw my felf blindly into your armes, what opini- 
on would you your ſelf have of me, after ſo ſhame- 
©falland fo baſe a lightneſs ? No no, dear Orones, 
Enever exact any one thing from me, that may injure 
©the vertue which obliges you to love me; I will 
© keep my ſelf in your citeem, ſince I was not able 
©to keep my ſelf wholly for you; and I will keep a 
<husband who deſerves it, and whom next to the 
< Gods1 hold only from your ſelf, Bur ( reply'd the 
Prince) ſence your reaſons are ſo plauſible, what will 
you have me to do ? ©I would have you live and ſuffer 
' E( anſwered the Queen) as I live and ſuffer; andI 
would have you wait, as 1 do, the pleaſure of the 
© Gods, who perchance will bring ſome change cither- 
© to your fortune, or your inclinations. In the mean 
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| tletime would moderate the violence of his differey 
paſſions ; and when ſhe ſaw him fo far tranſports 
by the power of the object that moved them, as to 
make attempts, and take advantage of opporty, 
nities, to the prejudice ot her vertue, the would ys 
her authority ſo handſomely, and in the midit of al 
thoſe charms that made her lovely,ſhe likewiſe wouli 
appear ſo terrible, that in a moment ſhe made hin 
repent the thought of a deſign ſhe diſapproveg: 
yet did ſhe not ſo much truit to the power ſhe hado- 
ver him, orto that ſhe had over her ſelf, as that ſhe 
would often caſt her ſelf into the occaſions of exe:. 
ciling it; but to avoid them as much as ſhe could 
poſlibly in thoſe interviews, ſhe was commonly ae, 
companied either by Barſina, or Cleone, or at lea 
was at ſolittle a diſtance from them, that ſhe ſeldon 
gave him the means to perſilt in a behavior that dif. 
pleaſed her. 1 hey lived ſome moneths on this manner 
without any remarkable crofle ; but in the end, the 
Queen whofelt a remorſe, and a repugnancy to he: 
humour, in a kind of life which ſhe believ*d ſhe coull 
not continue with innocence, and who (after having 
vainly conſulted with Barſza, and with my Prince MW 
| himſelf, to what all thoſe practices could tend ) ME 
ſaw no help nor remedy if they ſhould be diſcover. 
ed, refolv'd to cut off the courſe of them, though 
with them ſhe ſhould have been fain to cut off that of 
her life, and began to prepare my Maſters mind, W# 


the firſt overtures ſhe made to him concerning it, he 
| fell into ſuch a paſſion, and waſhed her feet with 
many tears, that ſhe left all hope of making him re. 
ſolve eaſily upon it, but not the defign of reſolving 
her ſelf, upon what ſhe believ'd ſhe ought to do, 


I think indeed, it was not without ſtrange conflis 
of mind, that this remembrance of her duty carried 
it from her affection, and we found by the changes Wi 
of her countenance, and by the ſadneſs which for 
many days preceded her. declaration , that ſhe 
brought not her ſelf to it without exceeding violence: 
About that time ſhe received Letters from the King, WE 
who having deſtroyed the Cofeans was gone toward BE 
Babylon; and entreated her tocome thither to him, 
as ſoon as ſhe could poſſibly. 

This dcfire of his which ſhe received as a moſt ab- 
ſolu:e command, perplexed her mind with different 
thoughts, and gave my Prince matter of contriving | 
new expedients to continue the life he led ; Barſine 
who meant to accompany the Queen whitherſo- 


| ever ſhe.went, offered him the ſame aſſiſtance 


at Babylon, he reccived from her at S»uſa ; but my i 
Maſter knowing how great an inconveniece it was | 
to her, would not abuſe her goodneſs towards him; 
he nevertheleſs was reſolved to make the ſame voy- 
age, and to ſeek out ſome other inventions to con- 
tinue his life 5 which thenceforth ſeem'd only to ſub- 
fiſt by the ſight of the Princeſs, and by thoſe remain- 
ders of affeCtion which ſhe yet teſtified unto him, 
Burt in the interim this vertuous Queen was a lit- 
tle more reſerv'd than ordinary in her carriage to 
him, and no longer afforded him her 5ght and con- 
verſation, without marks of a very deep ſadneſs,and |} 
actions which viſibly expreſſed with how great con- | 


©time content your ſelf with what I do for you, and | 
©though it be very little in compariſon of what you 


© havedone for me, you ought yet to value it, if you | 
© conſider what it coſts me, and what I hazard to at- | 
< ford it you, 


With theſe and ſuch like words, ſhe for ſome lit- 


{traint ſhe contributed what ſhe believ'd ſhe ought. | 


| notto hisrepoſe, if 


My Prince couldnot perceive it without ſuch grief I 
as cannot be repreſented ; and drawing an evill 0- | 


' men from her ſilence, which of late time was grown 
- uſualto him, he ask'd her the cauſe of thar altera- 


tion 


with words premeditated ro that purpoſe ; But at |; : . 
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tion, but he ask'd it with ſo_much fear, and fo lit- 
tle aſſurance, as made her ſufficiently know, that 
he was more afraid than deſirous to learn it. The 
Queen ſuffered her her ſelfto be urged for ſome days; 
Lit when that of her departure toward Babylon 
was come, after ſhe had arm'd her ſelf with a ſtrong 
reſolution, ſh2 went ugto Barſina's : my Prince 
who expected her there with impatience, having re- 
ceiy'd her with his ordinary joy, threw himſelf down 
before her, and endeavoured by all the words his 

aſſion could ſuggelt, to drive away that melancho- 
y humour, in which of late ſhe had ſeem'd buri- 
&d : after ſhe had been long preſſedto it, the Queen 
lifting up her eys which were fixed upon the ground, 
and caſting them upon my Maſters, ſtrove all ſhe 
could to retain her tears, and having ſtudied a while 
for tearms to expreſſe her ſelf, ſhe ſpoke to him 
on this manner. 1 take the Gods to witneſs, Prince 
Oroondates, that 1 have lov'd you hitherto with the 
moſt pure and perfe&t affection-a ſoul 15 able to con- 
ceive ; that 1 do ſtill love you more thau my ſelf, 
ard that I will love you all wy life, as the ſervices you 
bave done us, the affettionyon bave teſtified to me,and 
my own inclinations oblige me, If TI ſpeak,not truth, 
O Oroondates, I wiſh the KY, ( whom we worſhip ) 
may never ſhine upon me more, and that great .Orof- 
mades may bury me in deſtruition with thoſe of my F a- 
mily, that are gone before me, After this proteſta- 


_ tion, which 1 conjure you to believe, I will alſo pro- 


reſt to you with the ſame truth, that it is not without 
extream violences, and grief of heart which I am not 
able to expreſſe, that 1 declare my intentions to you, 
and that I mot earneſtly beſecch you, by all the love 
which yet you bear me, not to impute toincon$ancy 


| of mind, or want of aff :ition, what 1 do, that I may 


not be the moſt loſt of al! women living, and the mo$t 
#aworthy of your good opinion, andof that greatneſs 
to which the Gads have raiſed me : With this cau- 


tion I will declare unto you, that sf the heavens bad 


made me to be born for you, my deſires were mo 

readily diſpeſed toit;1 would bave deſpiſed the hope of 
all Empires of the world,and all the felicities which the 
moſt bappy creatures yet ever knew, to have that of 
being yours ; but ſince my cruel deſtiny hath oppoſed it, 
aud that contrary ta all appearance, and to wy firſt 
intentions, it hath given me to another, you ounbt not 


fo thinkzt ſtrangegf I withdraw that from you,which 


| youcanno lonver lawfully keep ; and which I can no 


ra afford you,without the loſs of my reputation, the 


loſs of a quiet conſcience, and the loſs of my ſelf; 1. 


confeſs ] awe you much, but Thave not now the ability 
Yo pay you;azd be yaur reproaches whatever they can,it 
& fit I ſhould repreſent unto you,that the buſhand whom 
the Gods have given me,ts not ſolittle conſiderable,but 
that he deſerves all my affettions ; what rights ſoever 


| Yor paſt ſervices, and my inclinations have given you 


over my life,you have now no longer any to disfute them 


with him, nor I ſtill to grant you, what can be no bo- 


ares but his, Give me leave therefore Sir, to conjure 
Jeu with theſe teares which it ts impoſſible for me longer 
to refrain, to. forbear the courſes,which we cannot con- 
tinue any more without our ruine, and not to think, a- 
ny more of this unhappy woman, who ts no longer worth 
Jour cares, nor ina condition to requite them: or if 
Jou will yer preſerve any remembrance of ber, that you 
would carry it far from hence, and no longer when by 
Your preſence, thoſe flames which duty ought already to 
Pave extinguiſhed, and which death ſhall extinguiſh 


| forit, if it cannot draw that power from your abſence: | 
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You, 


Lit 


beſides the conſideration of what I ought todo, the e- 
ſtate you are in, the paines you take, and the hazards 
to which you expoſe your ſelf,for ſome ſhadow of favor; 
ſo light and empty that ut merits not the leaſt of your 
endeavours, do really ſtrike me with compaſſun of you; 
you are aefiin'd to better imployments, and worthy of 
a better fortune, and the Gods would puniſh it upon 
me, if I ſhould longer retain in ſo pittiful a condition; 
the moſt} accempliſh'd perſon they ever created: Go 
then, Sir, carry to ſome other place thoſe adnairable 
qualities, which had gained you this unfortunate Prin- 
ceſs, andwhich yet will gain you one more lovely, and 
more happy, and leave her to the condult of her wret- 
ched deſtiny, who can no longer pretend lawfully to 


yott, and from whom you can no longer pretend any 


thing. 1 make you this requeſt,by all that you acknow- 


ledg to be moſt ſacred;and conjure you by all the friend- 
ſhip you heretofore have promiſed me, and by all the 


Empire yaut have given me over your will, to leave this 
miſerable creature for ever,or at leaſt never to appear 
before her, till ſhe be in a condition to receive 


I make you judge Sir, what cffe&t theſe words 


wrought upon my poor Prince ; he had hearken'd to 
them with changings of hjs countenance, and altera- 
tons able to melt the moſt frozen hearts with pity, 
and when he heard the concluſion of them, and ſaw 
them end in an eternal baniſhment, notwithſtanding 


all the ſuccour he required of his courage, he could 
not get enough from it to make him proof againſt ſo 
violent an atlault ; he broke not forth into cries, nor 


into tears, thoſe ſhews of grief were too weak for 
the greatneſs of his ; but he had not power enough 
over his ſenſes, nor over his forces, to keep them 
from forſaking him; his eyes cloſed themſelves, his 
| head ſunk gently upon his ſhoulder, and by little and 
little his whole body fell cold, and immovable upon 
the bed where he was ſitting. 


The Queen who had prepafed her ſelf for all the 


wor{t events that could happen, could not ſee him in 
that condition, - without a moſt ſenſible aflition, 
nor without making war with her fair hair, andlove- 
ly face, which grief had altered almoſt to an impoſ- 


ſibility of being known; ſhe ſpoke the moſi come 
paſſionate words, that ever ſorrow made thoſe. per- 
ſons utter who have been the molt deeply toucked- 
with it ; anddid ſome actions, which if they had not 


been excuſable by their cauſe, would have been 
a little unbeſeeming her modeſty and quality ;//but 
yet ſhe never {tirr'd from her laſt reſolution, and dif: 


poſed her ſelfrather to die, thanretract the ſentence 


ſhe had pronounced. 


Barſina, Cleone, andI, were about my Prince, 


and laboured to fetch him again by all the remedies 
that can be made uſe of in ſuch an occaſiun ; but he 


was in ſo deep a ſwoun,that it was aboye an hour cre 
we could obſerye the leaſt ſign of life in him. 
Though the Queen was once refolv'd not to ſtay for 
his complaints and reproaches, yet could ſhe not 


leave him in that eſtate, but aſſoon as ever ſhe ſaw 
him open his eyes, ſhe roſe up from beſide him, and 
wiping away her tears, compoſed her countenance as 
well as poſhbly ſhe could, and prepared her ſelf to. 
give him the laſtfarewell, My Prince having reco- 
vered his ſenſes, and ſeeing us all buſie about him, 
turn'd his ſight ſlowly on all ſides, and ſeekihg out 
her with his eyes, when he was come to himſelf e- 
nough to remember the command ſhe had newly. 1m- 
poſed upon him, he ſaid onely theſe words-to her 


with 
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with a feeble dying voice : I will obey you, Madam, 
never fear it, 1 willobey you. The Queennot per- 
mitting him to go on; <I hope ſo, my dear Oroorn- 
© dates (faid ſhe) and with this afſurance, I give you 


< the laſt farewell, and the laſt kiſs. Wath theſe 
words, coming cloſe to him, ſhe kiſs'd him for the 
laſt time indeed ; and getting looſe from him, with- 
out ſtaying for any other anſwer, ſhe went out of the 
chamber ſo beſides her ſelf, that | believe ſhe hardly 
knew how ſhe got into her Chariot, 

'- My poor Maſter accompanied her with his eyes as 
far as he could, without ſtirring from his place, and 
cryed out after her, with a voice that ſhewed how 
-weak he was ; Farewell the moſt beloved, and the 
moſt ingratefull of all women living ; farewell for e- 
wer inhumane Statira, Farewell, ſince you fear to 
be preſent at wy death, and yer feared not to giveit 
7e, He uttered many other complaints, and was 
preſently ſeized with a moſt violent feaver. Barſina 
would not leave him in that condition, and though ſhe 
had purpoſed to have gone along with the Qyeen, 
Syſigambrs, and Pariſatis, who all departed that 
very day ; ſhe made her excuſes to them, promiſing 
the Queen to wait upon her at Babylon, as ſoon as 
my Prince was recovered : thus the Queens went 
away from S«ſa, and Barſina returning to her houſe, 
began to take care ofmy Maſters health, 

We had already got him to bed, and that good 
Princeſs, knowing the violence of his Feaver, ſent 
for all the moſt skilfull Phyſitians, and imployed 
them in his cure, with a diligence that cannot be 1- 
magined ; ſhe was ſo handſomely induſtrious, and ſo 
affeionately careful about it, that ſhe viſibly ex- 
preſs'd the reality of her fricndſhip to him ; but the 
poor Prince was ſo ill handled by his ſickneſs, that 
within a few days, the Phyſitians began to deſpair of 
his recovery. Do but judge, Sir, of my affliction, 
and of Barſina's, toſeea perſon that was ſo dear to 
us, and whoſe excellent qualities we were ſo well 
acquainted with, dic in her houſe, and in our arms. 
Certainly it is very hard to repreſent it to you ; and 
when we reflected upon all the accidents of ſo ſad, 
ſo tragical a concluſion, we appeared to be more 
touched with his ſickneſs, than he himſelf. In the 
mean time he lay in a continual ſtudy, and for many 
dayes was deprived of all manner of knowledge, his 
- frenzy made him ſpeak many extravagant things, 
andthe Phyſitians aſcribing all to that, made nothing 
of then, though they were able to have diſcovered 
ſome paſſages of his life. 

They continued many dayes in a belicf that he 
would die, and the Gods are my witneſſes, that not 
being able to think of ſeeing Scythia $gain without 
him, nor of living after him, I took a reſolution to 
accompany him in the grave. But when we leaſt 
expected it, a favourable criſes gave ſome glimpſe of 
hope to thoſe that had him in hand ; and to make 
ſhort, that I may not keep you longer in a narration, 
which already exceeds a reaſonable length, his 
youth and vigorous conſtitution ſaved him, and in 
the end leſſened tt danger wherein he had lien for 
many dayes. As ſoon as the Phyſitians began to 
give me aſſurance of his recovery, and that by the 
diminution of his feaver my confidence of it was in- 


creaſed, Iturn'd my thoughts to the ſettling of his | 


mind inquiet; but not ſeeing the leaſt hope of it, 
while his fortune was ſuch, I took a reſolution ſome- 
thingſtrange, but worthy of the affection] bore my 
Mater, and after having a while digeſted it, I. came 
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to his bedſide, and knowing that no body over-hey 

me, * Sir ( ſaid I )fince the Gods have ſo viſibly gg, 
« livered you from a death which without "they 
« particular aſſiſtance was infallibly very neare yy 

« they have without doubt thought of the eſtahljg, 
<« ment of your life, and do now reſtore it you, he, 
<« yond the hopes of all thofe that have look'd to you 
<« inyour ſickneſs,to make you languiſh it out in mi 
<« fortunes and diſaſters. You mult live, but Yau 
< muſt live happy, and to that end you mult banif 
<< all ſeruples that detain you in your preſent miſery 
« Since Alexanders life is incompatible with your 


& he muſt die, and you mutt loſe all thoſe conſiders. 


* tions that may diſſwade you from a thought, "i 


*© which alone your ſafety is to be found; if th 


« Queen loves you, her deſire to be intirely au 
<« peaceably yours, will make her bear that loſs wi 
< pattence 3 and if ſhe love you not, the fear of dit i& 
« pleaſing her ought not to be more conſiderable vi 


* you, then your own life; yet to keep you cley 
* froma crime, which you might believe you ſhoull 


& commit in diſobeying her, Araxes will take tht ; 
« charge upon him, and this hand ſhall free you fron 
« that enemy, before your own be able to under. 


«take it : If I be ſo fortunate as to do you a ſervig 
« of that importance, I ſhall prefer my conditionbe. 
< fore that of any man alive; and ifT periſh in th 


« difficulty of thar entcrpriſe, I cannot fall mo: 
« glorioufly, then in ſacrificing my lite to the re. 
« poie of him, to whom I have wholly devoted 


cc It. 


<ſelf to be the actor of it. Yes, Alexander mul 
© dye, and my reaſon no ſooner return'd to me again, 
©but I decreed his rume, he ſhall die, that Con- 
* queror-of the whole earth, but he ſhall dye onely 
<by the hand of Oroondates. I will ſtay no longet 
* then till I have recovered my ftrength, and 1 wil 
© either oblige Srarira's affection by giving her the 
© means to ſatisfie what ſhe owes me, or puniſh het 
<ingratitude,, by ſacrificing him before her eye, 
© whom ſhe ought never to have lov'd unto my pre 


NE LOT 


wn 


My Maſter having turn'd his head toward nef* 
while I ſpoke, caſt his arm about my neck, ani 
embracing me a long time, Dear Araxes ( ſaid 
<1 amſo neerly obliged to the fidelity of thy affection & 
© that thy conſideration alone is enough to make mM 
* defire to live ſtill, that I may requite part of th 
« good ſervices I receive from thee ; thy thoughts an 
© more generous, then they are juſt ; and thou doe # 
as much apree with mine in propoſing the death 
© Alexander, as thou croſſeſt them in offering thy 


< judice ; in this deſpair wherein ſhe has precipitated 


© me, all conſiderations are extinguiſhed, and I am 
*now:- quit with both of them by ſo many ations it 
< their favor, and to their advantage.” 1 have paid 
* Alexander all I was indebted to him, by ſaving his 
© life which his beſt friends ſuffered him to loſe, and 
< fince it is deſtructive of mine, he ovghtnot to think 
<it ſtrange, if I aſſault it fairly ; I will neither uſe 
© poiſon, nor have recourſe to any ſhameful ways 
© to ſend him out of this world ; butI will divide the 
© danger ſo, that the greater ſhare ſhall infallibly be 
© mine own. 


If I periſh in the enterpriſe, Sratirs þ 


© you ſhall for ever be delivered from the importunt # 
« ties of this miſerable man, and you ſhall with trat | 


* quility enjoy that 

© have forſaken me | 

Heſaid many things of this nature, and knowing 

his hymor, I perſiſted not to conteſt with him m 
in 


greatneſs for which you meanly 
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the Propoſicion I had made, During the ret of his 
fickneſs, he- perſevered 1n this reſolution , and 1 
Know not whether it haitned his cure ; but in effect 
by the cares of Barſina, and of thoſe that had him in 
hand, he recovered his health ſ-oner than was ex- 
pected, and left his bed two moneths after the day 


| he ſickned, but he was yet ſo weak, that of ano- 
ther whole one, he was not able to ride. on horſe- 


| back. 


This Relation is too long, Sir, but to come to a 
Concluſion of it, I will tel you, that as ſoon as he 
had gotten his ſtrength again, and thar he found him- 


| * (If able to execute what he had in his mind, he pre- 


F- pared 


| for his departure. But before he went from 
| Suſa, tne diſquictneſs I felt for his misfortunes per- 


= nyaded me to conſult the pleaſure of the Gods for 
E him : and for_that purpoſe viſiting the Temple of 
[1 Oroſmades, where famous Oracles are given, after 
E I had made my prayer on his behalf, the God com- 

| manded us to ſeek our repoſe upen the banks of 
B Euphrates, and without giving me any otter an{- 
E wer ſent me back, with ſome little hope, and ſatis- 
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| faction. My Maſter alſo was ſatished with it, and 
| knowing that Babylon, where Alexander then made 
| his abode, was ſituate upon that River, he believ'd 
© his intention was conformable to the wi! of the God, 


that ſent him whither he already had defign'd to goe. 
© You may be pleas'd to diſpenſe with me, if | omit 
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to tell you what palt at the parting of my Prince and 


W the fair Barſinaz you may eaſily judge your ſelf, 
& that the ſenſe of her laſt obligations, together with 


E the remembrance of ſo many former ones, put into 
# his mouth the moit acknowledging words, and the 
$ mot hearty proteltationsof friendſhip he could de- 
BZ viſe, and thathe went not from her without cxpreſ- 
& ſing his trouble by many tears. 


A whole day was ſpent intheir farewcls, and my 


EZ Prince not having diſcovered his deſign unto Barſina, 
& contented himſclf with ſaying he would ſee her a- 
EZ cainerelons, and that he would not make his jour- 
E ney toward Scythia, without taking leave of her 


once again, That good Princeſs was a littie com- 
forted with that promiſe, but the could not ſee him 
take horſe, without being extream ſorry for his de- 
parture. Thus did we gafrom $u/, and take our 
way towards Babylon ; yaw may well cnough ima- 
gine the thoughts that entertained my Prince during 
that Voyage, without my ſtanding to deſcribe them 
to you; he perſiited frill in his laſt reſolution, and 
his impatience haſten'd him on ſuch manner, that the 
ſpzed of his horſes ſcarcely could ſuffice ; ſometimes 
when he was moſt ſharply perſecuted with his re- 


| membrances, hz could not forbear crying out, thor 


ſhalt die Alexander, thou ſhalt die, and thou no long- 
er ſhalt poſſeſs her whom thou hindreſt me from poſſeſ- 
ſg : his ſadneſs was ſometimes allayed by this 
thoughts, and the fierceneſs that ſucceeded it was 
viſibly to he found in his countenance. 

Thus did we paſs the time, till we arrived within 
three days journey of his place; and when /m 
Prince was molt animated, and moſt firmly ref6lw'd 
upon the death of his enemy, he heard that he had 
ended his lite in the arms of his friends, and that by 
tne wickedneſs of ſome of his domeſticks, who were 
ſuſpected to have poiſoned him, Srarira was a 


& Widow, he freed of a rival, and the Earth depriv'd 


of the greateſt man it ever bore: In ſhort, there it 
was we learnt that the great and victorious Alexan- 
der was dead at Babylonthree days before, 
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You will have much adoe to believe, Sir, what [ 
now ſhall tell you; I know you doubt not but that 
by all manner of reaſon, my Prince ſhould have re- 
joyced at this loſs, as the belt fortune that could be- 
fall him; for my part I confeſs I was infinitely over: 
joycdatit, and was ready to have faln down upon 
my knees, - to thank the Gods for the mercy they had 
granted us ; but itaid my ſelf by conſidering my 
Maſters countenance, who after having held his eyes 
long fix'd upon the ground, ſhed tears ſuddenly, 
and ſpoke words ſo far from (what in all. probabili- 
ty) one ſhould have looked for, thatl ſhould have 
ſuſpected any other body of hypoctifie and diffimu- 
lation; butI was ſo well acquainted with his genero- 
ſity, that I queſtioned not the reality of his grief, but 
hearkned with admiration to the moan he made, for 
the death of a man whom he was reſolv'd to kill, and 
which he ought to have deſired as his own life. He 
underitood well enough what advantage that loſs 
was to him, andI believe that at firſt hearing, he 
was touch'd with ſome ſenſe of joy, but coming to 
refleEt upon the admirable qualities of that deceaſed 
Prince, his noble ſoul was ſo moved with that re- 
membrance, that it was impoſlible for him to refuſe, 
what he believed due from all vertuous perſons to 
the memory of the greateſt man that ever was. This 
change of his affairs, made him alſo change his re- 
ſolution, and after he had paſſed the night in the 
thoughts which that revolution caus'd, we took horſe 
:S ſoonat it wasday, and proſecuted our Voyage. 
This report was confirmed unto us by all we met, 
and moreover we heard the diſpute that roſe among 
the Princes, about the ſharing of his dominio ns. 


My Maſter being come withina days journey of 
Bavylon, diſpatch'd Toxarzts thither, with order to 
inform himſelf of what paſſed, and to inquire news 
of Queen Sratira; and bring him back word, toa 
place which he appointed him within three or four, 
hours riding of that City. Toxarzs parted from us, 


» but he made us wait all the day following without 


hearing of him. My Prince vcingey pain for his long 
ſtay, ſent Loncates after him with the like Commi- 
fon. Loxcates return'd no more than he, and my 
Prince impatient of their delay, after having expects 
ed that whole day alfo, went that way himſ 

with an intention to ſend me likewiſe, and to Wy” 
for my coming again, near the place where we'tt 


with you, and where after the news which (in ſpite* 


of the tears my Prince had ſhed) had rais'd his 


hopes, and had made me believe, that we were 


for ever gotten under ſhelter from the perſecutions of 
fortune, we learnt from your mouth the fatal death 
of that great and vertuous Queen, for whom alone 
he had preſerv*d the remnant of his life, 


Behold, Sir, (purſued Araxes, ſhutting up his 
relation ) behold the end of my Prince's adven- 
tures; if the courſe of them have touch'd you with 
admiration,the concluſion of them will without doubt 
touch you with pity, and you will judge infallibly, 
that never vertue has been ſo perfectly tryed, that 
perchance never man carried 1t to fo high a point, 
and that fortune never fixt her ſelf ſo ob{tinately to 
perſecute any man : ſhe never gratified him with a- 
ny of her favours, but inſtantly the was ready to 
throw him headlong into a bottomleſs pit of miſeries; 
and when after an infinite number of ſtorms, ſhe 
ſeem'd to have brought him intothe Haven, there ir 

X was 
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I was ſhe made him find his ſhipwrack, and ruined Prince, he would not onely have obſcured þ:;; glam, 
B him by the utmoſt croſs that he could, and by the | and cnt off the courſe of his great vitfories, buy « 
: onely one which he had not yet endured. have blotted out of the memory of men, the luſtre 
Araxes thus finiſhed this long narration, and Ly- |- all choſe rhat went before his, and bave ſubritied j | 
ſimachus, whom the recitai of ſo many wonders had | the hahirable world ro bis Dominion. lexanty if 
ſftrucken with great admiration, after he had re- | had no quality which your Prince poſjeJes net wii 
main*d for ſome time deeply buried in a ſtudy, lift- | a!l manner of advantages, and he appears fo fl 
ing up his eyes ſuddenly to Heaven, O Oroondates, from all his wices, and from all thoſe that Can ver 
(cryed he) the braveſt of all men living ; thou mira- | leaft blemiſh to his admirable vertue, that only li 
cle, both of our age, and of all ages paſt, bave 1 pro- | misfortunes makes us know him for a i4#, whon 8 
longed ny wiſcrable life, to ſeffer wuh you as I do, | many miraculous aitions might with juice wake | 
in the mufortunes of yours, aud muſt Icarryto the | paſs fora God. = 
grave the ſorrew I feel for the miſeries of ſo.divine Lyſimachus would have ſaid more in the afſegigf 


a perſon? Was nor the conſidcration of wy own, | that tranſported him, if it had not been already nigh? © 
frrong enough to bring me thither ? and were net wy | that conſideration made him return into the hou je: 
own diſaſters ſenſible enongh, without the mixture of | that he might not longer loſe his company, whoti E 
yours? Certainly (continued he, turning toward 4- | tranſcendent vertue had ſo powerfully gained hin, 
raxes) if thar fortune which fullowed deceaſed Alex- | and whoſe abſence he no longer could endure wit ” 
anJer with ſo much conjtancy and affcition, had but : patience, = WI 
declared her ſelf a little in favour of your gallant Cc 
Ul 
w 
a 
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CASSANDRA 
CALISTA 


Z D 0 you not believe, Caliſta, that tis an inhuman thing to trouble the repoſe of the dead? 


pap 
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And are you not ſatisfied, that by ceaſing to live, T ceaſe to diſpute with you for any 
advantage, unleſſe you violate the priviledge of Tombs,and pull me from my grave, 
 - where I have reſted two thouſand years, todraw homages and acknowledgements from me, 
” which hitherto I never owed to any body 8 If they juſtly are condemned, who by words of 
© conjuration call up ſpirits from the infernal ſhades, what do you expe@ for the violence you 
ſe to me? For to ſay truth, fair Caliſta, "tis you alone that bring me back, into the world, 
whence I departed ſo many ages ſince 5 and the Empire you have over him who makes me live 
again, recalls me now out of the dark, where my abode has been obſcure indeed, but full of 
” great tranquillity. My former life was ſubje to ſo many misfortunes, that the remembrance 
TI ſtill retain of them makes me fear this ſecond, for which you canſe me to be born againzbut it 
” hadlikewiſe ſo many notable advantages, as I cannot with juſtice complain of him that re» 
vives me, though he renew my griefs to publiſh my glory to the whole world, the troubles of the 
” Agellivdin, the diſaſters of my family, and the brightneſs of that flaming light which in a 
few gears kindled almoſt all the Univerſe, did in part abate the luſtre of it 5 but this neceſſuty 
which your commands have impoſed upon the Author of my new life, makes me come forth 
” from under an heap of arms, and of dead bodies, from under the ruines of our houſe, and + * 
 fromunder the flames that conſumed my Countrey, to dreſs my ſelf up again in my former or- | 
” naments,and to breath a moregentle air, and a more quict life under your proteFion.Task you 
' pardon therefore, O Caliſta, if my firſt words expreſſed ſome reſentment againſt you; you 
” ought to receive them as coming from a perſon not yet well awake, and who- having much ado 
= toſhake off a ſleep of twenty Ages, had not yet time enough to know who you were, Now that 
by thebeams of your fair eyes, this firſt Cloud of my ſtill dazeling ſight is diſcipated, and 
= that you appear ſuchto me, as I my ſelf appeared: heretofore to my illuſtriays adorers, I come 
= to wait upon you without murmuring, and I ſhould ſay T eſtabliſh my retreat at your very feet, 
if (with all France) I did not know you are too -generoms,and too good; to require ſuch ſub- 
| miſrions from a perſon of my ſex and quality.” I was a Woman as you are, -Iwas belaved by 
” the greateſt Perſonages upon Earth as you are, and if IT dare ſay ſo Calilta, Twas. fair as. 
= mouares Tt is but by my Authours example, I make this compariſon,” he: ſeems-to have drawn 
; my piGure by your face,and becauſe be is born in an Age too far diſtant from mine, to xecover 
= mytrue image, he has painted me ſuch as you are in his heart, and he believed with a'great 
i deal of reaſon, that'to be infinitely handſom T muſt of neceſcity reſemble you. He-conld- 
| not have form d an Idea more advantageous to mez and to ſay he has made.ze like Caliſta,” 
| isenongh to make known to all the Farth he has made me like the bigheſt perfeFion that fan be 
| foundin it. Theſe praiſes cannot. be ſuſpeFed of flattery, in the month" of one who would 
: be your Competitor, if ſhe returned into the World, with any other intention than to ſerve.you 3 
= tis with that deſign T have already told you the beginning of my adventures, and tis by your 
= expreſs command, T am diſpoſed ts give you the continuation of them 5 if a thouſand per- 
ſons whoſe ſatisfa@ion T regard not, do after you, find either diverſion or tediouſneſs in them, 
= let ther thank, or accuſe no body but your ſelf. But if your Soveraign will injoyn my Author 
= ſtill to go on with them, give me leave, Caliſta, to do an office below my ſelf, and to forget 
= both the greatneſs of my birth, and the ſeverity of my ſex, to implore your favour to him >, if 
= be be little worthy of your affetion, he is alſo but little confident to beg it 5 and beſides, your 
= commands reduce him to a neceſsity of deſiring ſome relief. Tt is very hard for him in the 
= violence of the pains he ſufſers, to deſcribe the paſsions of others plealingly ; and it is juſt you 


4 


£7 ſhould conſider both the greatneſs of his reſpe#, and the dignity of the perſon that intercedes 


z for bim, 
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To The Reader. 


Any wonder at the title of this Work, and ſearch for 
this Caſſandra, of whom there is ſcarce ſo much as af 

light mention made in the firſt parts: butif they have the pat. Þ 
enceto waitfor the Concluſion of theſe adventures, they ſhall 
find her to be a perſon conſiderable enough to give them her 


name. Asfor other matters, ſeek neither for Science, nor fine ; 


Diſcourſe, perchance thou ſhalt find neither mn this Piece ; and 
I may fay unfeignedly, itis written with too little pains, orra- 
ther with too little care, to hope for any thing ſtudyed, or de- 
licate in it, In' what I write (after my obedience to an 
abſolute command): my only aim 1s to divert my ſelf ; I find no 
other advantage in this employment, and I am very far from 


pretending glory from a thing which I have not own'd, and ' 


which I will forſake when I can no longer diſavow it, I think Þ 
nevertheleſs,though other beauties be wanting 1n it, one ſhall at 
leaſt find few things that thwart either probability or decency ; 
nay, to that degree, that I find moſt difficulty to accommodate Þ 
thoſe paſſages to a likelihood, which are really in the Hiſtory. 
Methinks it does not ill mingled with Romance ; and of thoſe 
accidents thatare feign'd, there are not many in which I could be 
contradicted, if I would make them paſs for true, += 
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| CASSANDRA 
The Second Part. 


BOOK,1I. 


R AXES Diſcourſe made ſuch an impreſ- 
ſion in Lyſimachus that he looked upon O- 
roondates as a God; and conſidering by 
what gallant proofs his vertue had ſhewed 
it ſelf, he could hardly imagine how the Gods had 
endowed one man with ſo many admirable qualities. 
Aﬀter that by a thouſand expreſſions, and a thouſand 
endearments full of reſpect and affeftion, he had te- 
Rified how much the Relation of his life had wrought 
upon him, he retired into his Chamber, and gong 
to bed, employed the beſt part of the night, (whic 
his griefs would not ſuffer him to ſpend in ſleep)in the 
remembrance of thoſe wonderful events which 4- 
raxes had recounted to him, 

As ſoon as it was day, he left both his Bed and 
Chamber, and going out of the houſe, took his walk 
in the neighbouring Wood, which he had dedica- 
ted to the entertainment of his ſorrowful thoughts. 
Scarce did he perceive the firſt beams of the riſing 
Sun ſhine through the boughs, but he turn'd a- 
way his eyes, either through ſhame' to enjoy its 
light, after the loſſes he had ſuſtain'd, or through 
anger to ſee that witneſs of his paſt felicities, and 
of the change of his preſent fortune. When he 
had held them a while fixt upon the ground, on 
a ſudden lifting them up to that glorious Star. Di- 
vinity of Perſia (cryed he) is it poſſible thou ſhould* 5+ 


appear without a Cloud, and that thou-ſhould'ſt wear 
no mourning for thy moſt illuſtrious Adorers, and. 


E forthe moſt worthy perſons thou ever ſhinedſt upon ? 


Art thouthen alone unſenſible, and diſ-intereſſed in 


theſe ſtrange revolutions, in which the whole world ts 
ſo much concern'd ? O what a viſible mark of thy Di- 
vinty u this impaſſible nature of thine in this encoun. 
ter! And how powerful y does the inconftancy of our 
eſtate, and the immutability of thine, perſwade thoſe 
that are leaſt touch'd with ſenſe »f Reli 'gzon, that thou 
art really a God ! | 

He reaſoned thus with himſelf, and walking ſoft- 
ly under the Trees, he ſtrove by Diſcourſes of the 
lame nature, to engage in his fortune, all the objects 
that preſented henry unto his ſight, Then after 


thoſe firlt motions, which made him blindly talk to 
tings inſenſible, he made a long refletion upon all 
the paſt accidents of his life ; and running lightly 
over the firſt of them, he ſtuck upon the laſt 


IE 


with ſo much grief and reſentment, that the remem- 


. brance of his misfortunes was like to have made 


him loſe a life which his misfortunes themſelves had 
not taken away. His deep muſing led him before 
he was aware near the River ſide ; and when he 
thought leaſt of any ſuch thing, he ſaw himſelf cloſe 
by a man who had newly alighted under thoſe Trees, 
and who having left his horſe with the Squire that 
waited on him, walked up and down with an inten- 
tion like to his. This encounter made Lyſemachmus 
lift up his eyes, and fixing them upon the Strangers 
face, he in it obſerved ſuch admirable features, as 
made him remember he had ſeen him ſome where 
elſe. This thought cauſing him to look earneſtly up- 
on him, he quickly knew it was the ſame ſtranger 
whom he had met at the temple of Apollo, with 
whom he had long diſcourſed, and with whom the 
Oracle had been confuſedly pronounced to him. 
This Stranger, who had dearly preſerv'd the 1dea of 
Lyſimachus,' knew Him alſo as eafilyz and having 
accoſted him very civilly, . they embraced each other _ 
with much affection, and ſhewed as much joy for 
that unexpected meeting, as the remembrance 
of their misfortunes would ſuffer them. They re- 
newed their kindneſſes many times, with as great de- 
monttrations of friendſhip, asif they had been eſta- 
bliſhed many years; ſo ſtrong are..the charms of 


 vertue to makeit ſelf be loved, andſo eaſily do thoſe 


perſons that bear its marks diſcern one another, an 
ſeparate themſelves from the common, by that po- - 
werful character -it hath imprinted on them. Lyſ- 
machws after thoſe words of civility, ſpoke thus 
unto the Stranger + 1 k:ow not, Sir, what fortune 
detains you ſtill n theſe parts, which I thonght you 
had forſaken ; but whatſoever it be, 'tis a great ad- 
vantage to me, ſince I thereby reap a happineſs which 
] hoped not for, and which I receive as a woſt ſpecial 
favour from the Heavens, | 
The Stranger obliged by theſe civilities, replied, 
©1f at our firſt encounter, the company a- man, 
© whoſe misfortuties have. made him of a very un- 
* pleaſing humour, had beet) to be endared, I would' 
©not haveleft you; and whatſgever neceſſity of af- 
* fairs had called me otherwhere, I would have defer- 
© red the execution of them, rather than have parted 
* from ſo vertuous a-perſon, | = 
This 


119 

This good opinion you expreſs, (anſwered Lyſima- 
chu) 25 ſo g'orious to me, that if you bave it really, 
1 eſtcem my ſelf exceeding happy, and exceeding well 
recompenced for the ſtrong paſſion 1 have to honour 
you, both through my kpowledge of your worth and 
through a meſt powerful inclination. After theſe 
paſſages, and many others of like nature, the Stran- 
ger williig to give Zyſ/imichus an account of his a- 
bode in that Countrey ;- © The cauſe (ſaid he) of my 
ſtay upon the banks of this River is without doubt 
< the ſame that detains you alſo; and the command 
< we received together from the Gods, to wait their 
© pleaſure upon the banks of Exphrates,keeps me til] 
© here in ſome hope,that their goodneſs to me is not 
© abſolutely extinguiſhed. _ 

© May the ſame Gods, (reply'd Lyſimachus) whom 
© you ſerve ſo religiouſly, and whoſe part you took 
©ſo zealouſly at our laſt meeting, make your fortune 
© equalto your vecrtue ; and I proteſt to you by thoſe 
© Powers themſelves, my heart will then be as truly 
© touch'd with a paſſion whereof I no longer thought 
*1t capable, as it could be by the recovery of thoſe 
© happineſſes I have loſt. The Stranger, highly ob- 
liged by the freedom of this Diſcourſe, caſting his 
arm about Lyſimachws his neck made anſwer - © You 
© know me fo little, that I cannot but blame your 
© 600dneſs, which makes you ſo eaſily grant your 
© friendſhip to one that has not deſerved it, and who 
© could not juſtly hope for it, but by the knowledge 
©(which you cannot yet have) of that which he really 
© bears to you. x 

©Tis true, (ſaid Lyſimachus) 1m yet ignorant 
* of your name and birth, bgt your vertue diſcovers 
© it ſelf by ſuch viſible marks, and the Gods have ac- 
© companied it with ſo many graces of nature, that I 
© cannot be accuſed of lightneſs for having given my 
Cſelf entirely to you, without requiring a more par- 
ticular knowledge of What you' are ; not but that 


© - ©the intereſt Iybw take in you, makes me long in- 


© finitely to learn a name which mult needs be very 
famous; butl will always regulate my deſires ac- 
*cording to the will of thoſe that are ſo conſiderable 
© to me as your ſelf; and I will never exact proofs 
© of friendſhipfrom my friends, which may either be 
- * troubleſome or prejudicial to them. 


Knee ag The Stranger coming out of a little Study, in which | 
..* S#this Diſcourſe had buried him, lifted up his head, 


and looking upon Lyſimachus. *© Your ſatisfaction 
 ©(faid he) ſhall ever be ſo dear to me, that I can re- 
© ceive no trouble by being made acquainted with 
© your deſires ; and though indeed fince I came into 
© this Countrey I never diſcovered my ſelf to any bo- 
< dy, I ſhall make no difficulty for your ſake, to 
<break a reſolution I had taken only for ſuch as are 
< leſs conſiderable to me than your ſelf. I was born 
<£ in one of the Provinces, which heretofore were ſub- 
Get to Darin, of parents very noble, but very 
© unfortunate ; force and invaſion having made them 
< loſethe Crownstheir Anceſtors had worn, my name 
©hath gone ſo little out of thoſe Countries where I 
© have paſs'd my daies, that I believe it hath not yet 
© reach'd your ears, and I know I ſhall learn you no- 
© thing of my life, when I ſhall tell you I am call'd 
© Arſaces, The Stranger would have gone on- 
© when Lyſmachus inerrupting him at the name of 
£ Arſaces, What ? ©( ſaid he, ſtepping back alittle, 
and looking intentively upon him) -Are you that va- 
liaut Arſaces, whoſe name reſounded ſo loud!y through 
all Europe, who. defeated Arimbas with bis Forces, 


CASSANDRA. 
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and reſtored peace to Scythia by fo many ſienal wigs. 
ries? 

The Stranger ſhewing ſome aſtoniſhment at thi 
diſcourſe, anſwered Lyſimachis very modeſ 
© [did not believe that actions of fo ſmall momen 
©as mine are, had croſs d the Countries whic 
< ſeparate us from thoſe where they were done; by 
< fince notwithſtanding the fleightneſs of them they 
* have come unto your hearing, I will confeſs to yoy, 
©] am that ſame Arſaces, who had the honow 
© to command the King: of Scyrhia's Army, whe 


© Arinbas entred upon his Territories, and when 
© the juitice of his cauſe gave us the Victory ove 


© him. 
Lyſimachu at this Diſcourſe embracing him wit 
great affection, © I eaſily gueſſed,(ſaid he) that ſome 


* iHluſtrious perſon was hid under ſo handſome an out: iz 


* fide; and what we have heard of your marvelloy 
© actions, has ſuch conformity with thoſe marks 
* greatneſs which ſhine viſibly in you, that the ſight 
© you ſtrongly perſwades me to believe all that hath 
© becn told me concerning them. 


Arſaces was going to reply to theſe work 


with a like civility, when Rewas hindred by a noiſe 
which made them turn their heads ; and caſting thei 
eyes towards that ſide where they had heard it, they 


ſaw a Cavalier of a more than ordinary ſtature,arme! 


at all points, who came riding toward them full ſpeed 


How great ſoever his haſte ſeemed to be, by the 4 


diligence he uſed, and by the ſwiftneſs of hi 
horſe, he made a. {top when he came near them, 
and addreſſing himſelf to Arſaces his Squire, asket 
him the way to Babylon; and the Squire having ſhey. 
ed it him, he ſpurr d on at the ſame rate as before, 


and was a great way from them in a moment, 
The Beaver of his helmet was up, and Ly/imachu 
having had time to obſerve his face, ſaw that he 
But Arſacs 
had ſcarce caſt his eye upon him, when knowing hin 


was a man of very good preſence. 


by the {trong /4ea which was ingraven in his hear, 
he changed colour twice or thrice in an inſtant, and 
by a general trembling- ſhewed the greatneſs of 
his aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe ; 'but getting. ſuddenly 
out of it, by reaſon of the neceſſity that forced him 
to ſhake it off, Grear Gods ! (crycd he, very hierce 
ly) behold the begining of the performance of you 
jromiſes) With theſe words calling for his horſe 
and Cask, he hardly allowed hinelf time to take 
leave of Lypmachw ; and beſeeching him. in a fev 
words to pardon the important neceſſity which con- 
ſtrain'd kim to leave him for a while, he buckled his 
Cask and vaulting upon his horſe, - gave a looſe in the 
track of him that was paſt by, with ſe much ſpeed 
and fury, that though'the other was ſo ſurpris'dat 
his precipitate departure, that he had not the lieſure 
to offer him his aſſiſtance, and bcing a foot, and ut 
arm'd, he knew he was not in a condition: to follow 
him ; wherefore judging that. though he. ſhould re 
turn unto Polemons.houſe to furniſh himſclf,. he could. 


not be able to reach them who made away ſo {wilt 


ly, he ſtood ſtill with his arms acrofle ; and quickly 
loofing them in the duſt that roſe from their horſes 
feet, he was very ſenſibly troubled at' that acct 
dent. 


ced in him a moſt powerfull effect ; and having 
vowed him a firm and real friendſhip, he was mud 
grieved at fo ſudden a ſeparation, 
him from-walking there any longer, fo he turn'd 

0 


The ſight and knowledge .of 4r/aces had produ | 


This hirdred 
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went into his Cha 


"up d hea 
_—_ days he would be able to leave his bed. 


morrow with his wonted affection, andafter having 
enquired how he did, he related to him his encounter 
with Arſaces, and ſpoke of him in tearms which 
diſcovered the ardent friendſhip he already had con- 
ceived toward him. Oroonaates Was ſurpriſed at 
that adventure, and thinking upon the obligations his 
Country had unto that man, he will'd himſelf in a 
condition to ſerve him in his affairs. — | : 
He asked Lyſsmachus many queſtions concerning 
him, and ſeeing with what praiſes he extolled his 
ood qualities, he faid to him with a lorced ſmile, 
& [f all that have ſcen and converſed with Arſaces in 
« Scythia, ſpoke not of him as you doe, and pub- 
« liſhed not theſe wonders of him which you have 
« obſerved, I ſhould bjcalous of the friendſhip you 
« expreſs toward him, fearing it might perchance 
& make me loſe a part of that you have promiſed me ; 
& but truly I have heard, fo much good of him, that 
« | think not. that ſtragge, I have heard from you. I 
« know not what,occafion can have brought him into 
« theſe Countries, nor which way he has eſcaped 
« gut of the impriſonment wherein he was detain'd 
« by the King my Father ; but I receive ſome con- 
«ſglation, in this beginning which the Gods have 
« oiven to the accompliſhment of their promiſes ; By 
« his encounter of that Stranger , after whom he 
© made ſuch haſte, he conceives that they are work- 
<< ing his repoſe; and you know the Gods promiſed 
«it us together, and that they declared their wills 
« and intentions to us by the ſame Oracle. 
« Thope you will quickly be able ( replyed Zyſi- 
& machus )to aſſiſt in it your ſelf, and the health they 
« zre now reſtoring you is a great ſtep to what we 
« wait for from the Heavens. In the mean time I 
« will inffruct you inthe condition our Enemics are 
«in, and after your knowledge of that, we will 
<« conſider what courſe .we ſhould take in our re- 
« yenge. Inot only defire that information from you 
«(anſwered Oroondates ) but if you remember the 
- © promiſe you made me, I deman the recital of your 
"< adventures which .you are engaged to, both by 
« your word, and by the intercit I take in all that 
< concerns you, lince befides that which friendſhip 
| Evives me in yours, my own arc likewiſe inter- 
« mingled with them, and from you may learn ſome 
« particulars of my Princeſſes life , which hitherto 
© have ritver been well known to me. 
*T am willing to obey you, (rplyed Lyſmachns ) 
* andthough this Diſcourſe be a molt ſenfible renew- 
*ing of my griefs, I will ſtrive to bear it, both to 
* give you ſatisfaction, and to acquaint you with 
*things, which it is very jult you ſhould know, Ar 
theſe words he made a top, and being ſate down 
upon the bed-ſide, after having thought a while 
upon what he had to ſay, he began his Story on this 
manner; | 


Lyſimachus drawing near unto him, bade him good + 
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houſe, meaniag to tell his encounter to 
m_ With this deſign, and that of ſceing him, he 
mber, where he found him in rea- |} 
Ith, and Amintas alſured him that * 
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The Hiſtory of Lyſimachus, 


A L though my birth perhaps is not unknown to 
you, I wii] tell you; not only that I am born 


a Prince among the Macedonians, but that I am of 


the ſame blood with deceaſed Alexander ; that 
Philip his Father, and Amintas who was mine; 
were Couſin germans; and that my Grandfather 
wore the Crown, which. by right of elderſhip de- 
ſcended upon Philips Father. I will not entertain 
you with the particulars of an infancy which had no- 
thing conſiderable but my education with Alexan- 
der. The rank 1 held in-{acedonia, as one of the 
neare{t tothe Crown, obliged King Philip to cauſe 
me to be bred up with his fon, and Prince Amintas 
my Father contributed all that depended on him, to 
repair my defects of nature, by the induſtry of the 
Maſters he provided for me, | was five or fix years 
younger than Alexander , which hindred me from 
hearing the Lectures. of 4r:/torle the Philoſopher, 
under whom he had already profited very much, be- 
fore I had reaſon and folidity enough to draw any 
benefit from the inſtructions of that Jearned man : 
But in requital,the wiſe Ca/l:/#henes took care to read 
to me, and uſ*d his endeavoursto form my manners 
according. to vertue and to the true Philoſophy ; 
whereby if I was not bettered, I ought only to ac- 
cuſle the perverſity of mine own nature, The ſame 
care was takey, to make me expert inall exetciſes 
of the body, *and I may fay without vanity, that 
with facility enough, I learn'd all things fit and ne- 
cefſfary for apexſon of my quality. I was not above 
fourteen years old; when P/:lp took me with him to 
the ſiege of Bizantium; where 4iexander ſerved 
his © pprentiſhip,-under thg molt prudent and moſt 


politick Commander of ail no were before ' 
m-whent depart- 


his time; and I was not above fixte 
cd with him, to bear him company in his Expediti- 
ons. My Father was dead a few months before, and 
though my kindred us'd ſome endeavours to keep 
me {til] with them, my love to the King, andthe de- 
fire of glory, which began already to be kindled in 


my heart, carried it from all their intreaties, and, , ©. : . 


then with the King, who as young as I was, made 


ſome account of m&, and had already put me'in the 


rank of Prolomenus, Hepheſtion , Craterus, and of 
thoſe other Princes who were moſt dear, and moſt 
conſiderable to him. Since it is an abridgment of 
my life alone which you require, you will diſpence 
with me ifI relate not that of Alexander, with which 
mine has always been interwoven ; and beſides, not 
thinking it neceſſary to repeat the leſs remarkable 
particularities, I will paſs over all events that hap- 
ned to me before that fatal hour, wherein I began to 
love. And I may afivre you with truth, that at 
that unhappy moment, I began a new li'e, and that 


the importance of thoſe accidents which have befallen 


me ſince, hath: blotted_qut of my remembrance all 
that my heart was able to fcel ina condition of inh- 
differency, and tranquillity, 

I will not therefore ſay any thing of Alexanders 
progreſs in Greece, 'of the Siege of Thebes, nor cf 
the defeat of the Triballians, which were the begin- 
nings of our Conqueſts, Neither will I entertain 

you 
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confiderations of my youth , which was the onlylt-- - 
cauſe of all their apprehenſions. I left Aſacedonia”” 
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you with our paſſage into 4ſia, nor the famous Bat- 
tel of Grazicws, where the King, with ſo much dan- 
ver of his own perſon, gave 1o many proofs of an 
admirable valour. You have ſufficiently learn'd 
his marvellous ſucceſſes, after that notable Victory, 
the taking of all the Towns upon the Sea-fide, his 
proceedings upon the Coaſt of Pawphilia, the Con- 
queſt of Phrygra, of the Pyſidians, and of Cappado- 
cia, inleſs time than others would have needed to 
run through them; and the reit of thoſe paſſages 
which we related to you during your itay at Bzrſa, 
untill that bloody battle of ſz , where your ſelf 


did things that ought never to periſh in the memory 


of man ; the greatneſs of which actions did in ſome 
ſort make amends for the cowardice of ſo many thou- 
ſands, whom ſo glorious an example could not ani- 
mate to their own defence. It was that fatal day I 
was a loſer as well as Darius ; and being of the 
victorious party, was.perchance the only man who 
was conquered, and the only man who lamented 
his misfortune, while the whole Camp reſounded 
with ſongs oftriumph and rejoycing. 
After a thouſand ſpectacles of deſolation and cruel- 
ty, which uſually accompany defeats of that nature, 
the Sun was beginning to decline, when being en- 
gaged with a thouſand horſes which I commanded, 
in the purſuit of certain erſiqns, by whoſe reſitance 
we were exaſyerated, I chanced to meet Parmeno, 
returning into the Camp, with the Queens and Prin- 
ceſſes of Perſia,priſoners. This prize began already 
to be divulged there, and the confirmation received 
of it by this encounter, touched me for that time on- 
ly with compaſſion, and with ſome conſiderations of 
humane miſery, upon occaſion of ſo remarkable an 
example. Parmenio reſpected me enouch, to give 
me liberty to draw near the Chariots in which they 
were. Iwas invited to it by curioſity, and by the 
deſire of doing ſuch ſervices to thoſe il!uſtrious per- 
ſons in their misfortunes, as their preſent condition 
could expect from one of my quality. Thoſe that 
wereabout the Chariots made way for me to come 
up tothem ; and when | was neer enoughto be taken 
notice of by the Queens, and Princefles, 1 ſaluted 
them with all the humility, which the greatneſs of 
their birth could require from the meanelt of their 
ſubjects, They return'd my ſalutation ; and I con- 
fidering their faces, obſerved in the countenance of 
the Queens, and particularly of Syſigambis, more 
conſtancy, than the chance of their fortune ought in 
probability to have allowed them. That great Queen 
ſeemed to have received that blow from - Heaven 
without being moved at it ; but the Princeſſes, in 
whom age had not yet ſettled that firmneſs of minde , 
expreſſed their griefs more freely, and by their tears 
which ran down from heir fair eyes, conform'd 
themſelves to the. ſtate of their preſent condition. 
This object touched me with a compaſhon which it 


was impoſſible for me to diſſemble any longer ; and 


receiving the impreſſion of that deſolation which ap- 
peared in them, I had no trouble to compoſe my 
countenance to ſuch a ſadneſs as decency required in 
that occafion. Ithought my ſelf engaged to try if 1 
could ſweeten their ſorrows by ſome words of con- 
ſolation, and make them judge by the opinion I 
fhould give them of the firſt Macedonians they met 
withal, that they were not fallen into the hands of 
barbarous people; and that their Captivity ſhould 


; not be ſo difficult to be born, as they perchance had 
apprehended, ++ 
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Part. If, 


For this purpoſe, drawing neer to Queen Sy/ 
bis, If Yar wn her in the Perſian Tomas NR. Tha 
learnt in Macedonia, and which I had perfected fing 
my coming into Perſia ; Madam, (aid I, ridin x 
long by her Chariot, and bowing down throug 
reſpect, to the very ſaddle bow ) ** if your Maiet 
will vouchſafe to hearken to thoſe whom their q 
« and the misfortunes of War have made Enemiest 
« your family, and who by thoſe cruel reaſons hay 
* contributed to your unhappineſs, I ſhall conjur 
« you, notto apprehend your Captivity otheryip 
* than by the abſence of your friends, and to belieys 
* only that inconveniency ſhall make you find yo 
« are a priſoner ; I am ſufficiently acquainted wig 
«the Kings vertue, to give you this aſſurance onhis 
* behalf, and I have convers'd enough with the 144 
&« cedonians, to aſſure you alſo that the preſence 
« your Majeſties will imprint a great reſpect in ther 
<< hearts, and give you the ſame authority among 
«them, as among the Perſians. 

The Queen having inform'd her ſelf of my quality 
by ſome of them that were about her, or havins 
conjectured it by the honours they paid me, turning 
toward me with much civility, replyed ; © If amons 
« the Macedonians we find many like your ſelf, our 
« Captivity will be much more ſupportable than ye 
© hoped for; and if fortune reſtore us not that li. 
<«berty ſhe hath deprived us of, we will endeavour 
**to ſweeten the loſs of it, by the hope of ſuch uſage 
«as 1s wont to be recived from vertuous perſons, | 
confeſs ro you, that while Syſigambis ſpoke on this 
manner, my* conſtancy was leſs than hers, and that 
though ſhe brought forth theſe words without tears, 
'twas not without great difficulty that I withheld 
mine. 

After ſome diſcourſes of the ſame nature, which! 
had with the Queen her daughter in. law, leaving 


Parmenie to entertain them, I went to the Chariot 


of the Princeſſes ; the luitre of their admirable beauty 
dazled me at firit, and ſorrow appeared' in their 
countenances with ſo many charms, and{o many ad- 
vantages, that they ſeemed to have borrowed anex- 
traordinary addition from it. The Princeſs Srarira's 
right arm lay upon her ſiſters ſhoulder, and the Prin- 
ceſs Pariſartts leaning one of her cheeks againit Ste 


tira's face, their tears mixt themſelves confuſedly, 


with ſuch a grace, that in that amiable diforder, 
wherein love languiſhed with pity, ſadneſs appear- 
edin its chiefeſt triumph; their necks, were almoſt 

uite uncovered, rather through the injury which in 
the violence of their griet, their fair hands had done 
their apparel, than through any affected deſire, to 
ſet forth their excellent beauties to our view ; their 
hair by the ſame violence was half untied, flowing 
upon their cheeks and ſhoulders; andthe brightneſs 


. of Pariſatis's trefles mingled it ſelf in the blackneſs 
of Statira's, with ſucha pleaſing confuſion, that the. 


cye of the mind loſt it ſelf in the care of unmixing 


them. They did not ſo much as caſt an eye upon any. 


object about them, but limiting their looks to one 
another, ſeemed wholly taken up in the conſideratt- 
on of their diſaſters. The little heed they took of 
me, gave me liberty to obſerve them carefully : and 
conſidering them as then, onely with cyes of admira- 
tion and reſpect, though I found ſomething extraor- 
dinary within my ſelf, - yet did I ſettle no judgement, 
nor frame any deſign ; only Tinfer'd by what fell un- 
der my ſenſe, that thoſe two fair afflicted Ladies, 
were the two moſt beautiful perſons that ever = 

Gous 
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Fm ated. -I tode a long time by the fide of 
pwrofgoreny before they deigned fo calt their eyes 
upon me; and as ſoon as ever they turned them to- 
ward me, I ſaluted them with the ſame ſubmithon [ 
had ſhewed unto he Queens they return d my fa- 
| ſuration with ſo languiſhing a faſhion, and pur them- 
ſelves again in their former polture, with ſo little 
tidelihood of taking farther notice of me, that [ had 
| not the courage to ſpeak to them, and interrupt 
| their ſilent entertainment. | 
| We marcht on thus;ti!l we cameto the entry of our 
| Camp,and though the day was fo far ſpent that there 
| was hardly light enough left to diſcern any thing, the 
E firſt object that preſented it ſelf unto their ſight, re- 
| doubled their grief with ſo great violence,that we be- 
| lieved it would have killed them; it was King Dar:- 
35 Chariot which he had quitted, retiring himſeif 
| with his bow, and part of his Arms. This ſight per- 
| ſwaded the Princefles he was dead, and thenit was 
| they fill'd the air with Funeral cries, and ſuch ſad 
| groans, that the moſt barbarous of our Souldiers 
E were thereby deeply touch'd with compaſhon ; they 
E pronounc'd Darius his name aloud, and ſent forth 
# imprecations againlt us, which made us judge that 
| this laſt affliction proceeded from ſome other cauſe 
# then a Captivity, which they began already to ſup- 
{ port with more moderation. 1 addreſted. my ſelf 
| roone of their women, and asking her thereaſon of 
# thoſe new lamentations, I learn'd that they were 
E caus'd only by the meeting of that Chariot, and by 
| their belief that the maſter of it had periſh'd with 
E his Forces, 1 was defirous to free them from that 
E fear, and being confident Darizs was neither ſlain, 
E nor priſoner, and that he had left his Chariot only to 
| fave himſelf on horſeoack ; I ſuffered them no lon- 
| ger to continue in that apprehenſion, whereforc 
& drawing near the Princeſs Pari/aris, and having of- 
EZ ten beſceched her to hear me, Aſfadam, ( ſaidT ) he 
4 whoſe loſs you bewail, 1s in ſafety, and T proteſt to 
| you with truth, that King Darius is acuther dead, nor 
8 priſoner, 
The Princeſſes ſettled themſelves a little at theſe 
| words, and Pariſatzs looking upon me, with eyes 
| wherein through gricf, one might ſee ſome beams 
| of joy break forth, '< Whoſoever you are( ſaid 
&« ſhe) that comforts us in our afflictions, with this 
« welcome news, may the gods be pleaſed to recom- 
& pence you for it, but I beſcech you flatter not our 
* ſorrows by a deceipt which would onely ſerve to 
© prolong, and aggravate them. She ſpake theſe 
words with ſuch a grace and Majeſty, that from 
that fatal moment, I felt ſuch inward motions, as 
compaſſion alone could not ſtir up in my heart, and 
deſiring to draw her out of that doubt wherein ſhe 
{till remained, Parmenio and I confirm'd what I had 
faid, with ſo many proteſtations, that their fear be- 
gin to vaniſh, and their cries to ceaſe. | 
In the mean time they alighted from their Chari- 
ots, and Parmemio conducting them into certain 
Tents, where he continued to guard them, I went 
| to wait upon the King, and give him account of ſo 
important a prize, I found him in Darizs's Tent, 
and inthe Bath which that King had cauſed to be pre- 
pared to waſh himſelf after the Battle, but Alexan® 
derfild his room, and having from me learnt the ar- 
rivalof the Priſoners he commanded. Leonaru to go 
and viſit them from him, and encourage them to 
hope for all manner of civility, and good uſage; 
tien giving us leave to withdraw and refreſh our 
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ed down again with her daughters,beſceching him to 
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ſelves afrer the toils we had undergone, every one 
retired unto his Tent to take hisreſt. Whenl was 
in bed, the paſſages of the day came into my me- 
mery, and calling to mind the face, and words of 
Pariſatts, I found ſomething about my heart, which 
I was not wont to feel, and was troubled with dif. 
_- of which 1 had never been ſenſible before. Be- 
ides the effect which her face had produced in my 
ſoul, the ſweetneſs of her words had penetrated into 
it with ſo delightful a ſound, and her looks alſo had 
made ſo deep an impreſſion there, that I perceiv'd 
my inclination to lean rather toward her, then the 
Princeſs her liiter, I ſpent part of the night in very 
pleaſing Idea's, and my love not being yet ſtrong e- 
norgh to torment me with any violence, ſtrove to 
deceive me, by diſguiſing it ſelf. under the vail of 
compaſſion, till its forces were encreaſed to ſuch a 
height, that it might declare it ſelf, with that tyran- 
ny, which ſince it hath practiſed upon me. Not 
but that the Princeſs Pari/aris was capable to ſtir up 
paſſions molt violent, even in their very birth, but 

| had ſeen her ſo little, and till that day, had ſound 

ſo lirtle diſpoſition in my heart, to forego its liberty, 
that I think it not {trange if at that firit moment, her 

beauty did not ſettle ſo abſolute an Empire over it, 

as her admirable qualities have fince eſtabliſhed 

there,for the remainder of my life. 

The next day, the King went to viſit them him- 
ſelf, and ſeeing me at his making ready in the morn: 
ins with many others,Coxſer ( ſaid he) ſizce you are 
already known to theſe Princeſſes, I mean you ſhall 
faciliratemy acceſs ro them; go 1 pray you, and dif- 
poſe them to ſuffer myviſit, and prepare them for the 
ſizht of a man, to whom without queſtion they bear 
little friendſhip, 1 received this command very joy- 
fully, and ſceing that the King was almoſt ready to 
coout of his Tent, I went to theirs, whither I would 
not enter without being introduced by their Com- 
mand, As ſoon asT had obtained permiſſion to ſee 
them, I was led into the Chamber where they were 
together, and having humbly ſaluted them, I ac- 
quainted them with the Kings coming, and the 
charge he had given me. Syſigambis who was a 
wiſe diſcreet Princeſs, received my diſcourſe with 
much civility, and by her words expreſſed a great 
ſenſe of the honour the King intended them. He 
came in preſently after, and brought Hepheſtion with 
him, having out of reſpect left all the reſt of his at- 
tendants at the door, Hepheſtion as you know, po- 
flefled his heart moſt abſulutely, and certainly not- 
withitanding what has paſſed bctween us,I muit give 
this teltimony to truth, that the King among all his 
Followers, could not. have choſen a man more wor- 
thy of his favour; You have ſeen him enough to re- 
member that he was perfectly well faſhioned, and 
that in valour, wit, and gracefulneſs, he yieldedto 


'none among all the Macedemonians ; he hada great 


dexterity in managing the Kings will, and uſed his 
fortune with him ſo well, that it was never ſhaken. 
His ſtature being taller, and his garb more majeſtick 
then Alexander : Syſigambis at firſt took him to be 
King, and caſting her ſelf athis feet, paid him what 
ſhe believ'd was due from a Captive to her Conque- 
rer, and her Maſter; but Hepheſtion ſtepping back 
with a great deal of modeſty, ſhewed her the King, 
aud by his ation made her perceive. her miſtake. 
Syſtgambis thought ſhe had committed a very great 
errour, and to obtain the Kings pardon for it, kneel- 


_excue 


122 


excuſe the ignorance of a, woman, who had never 

| had the happineſs to ſee hiſh. Alexander raiſing her 
up with much reſpect, You were 0t at all decerved, 
Madam, (ſaid he) for be sr:deed 15 my ſecond ſelf. 

After that he comforted her with the kindeſt words 
civility and generoſity could furniſh him withal, and 
by aſſurances of the ſame uſage ſhe could receive 
from Darius, Their grief was ſomething abated by 
that hope, and the King who would not make his 
firſt viſit too long, confirm'd his promiſes again, and 
went out of their Tent, leaving them as well ſatisti- 
edas they could be in their misfortune, He kept 
his word exactly which he had given them, and from 
that very day gave order to ſettle their houſhold a- 

ain according to the greatneſs of their quality, to 
Farniſh them with thoſe Officers they wanted, and 
with guards for their perſons, reſtoring them all that 
ſplendor which their Captivity ſeem'd to bave taken 
away. In this interim my condition was very much 
changed, and that ſecond ſight of Pariſatzs, had ſo 
weakned my heart, that it was no longer able to de- 
fend it ſelf, nor to avoid thoſe mortal wounds, which 
it hath ſo dearly conſerved, and whereof itneither 
can nor will be cured,but by the end of my lite alone. 
Sorrow appeared ſo charming in the countenance of 
that fear proſtrate Lady, and her eyes,though full of 
water, threw ſuch fiery piercing darts at me, that 
being quite ſurcharged with love and compaſſion, I 
went forth with the King in ſuch a perplexity, that ] 
had much ado to know wherel was. When | was 
gotten into my Tent, her Idea came yet more 
ſtrongly into my remembrance, and notwith{tanding 
all theattempts I made to blot it out, my paſſion be- 
ing whetted by that difficulty, afſaulted me with 
Sreater violence, and ſeem'd to inflame it ſelf with 
' anger, at the reſſiſtance I made againſt an affection 
that was ſo glorious to me. Doeſt thou defend thy 
felf ſo obſtinately (ſaid love) againſt the beauty of 
Pariſatis, and muſt the moſt accompliſhed of all crea- 
eures bave ſo much ado to introduce her ſelf into 
= heart ? Doeſd thou think, thou cant owe thy 
liberty, for which thou ſtruggleſt ſo undecently, to a 
more fair or more illuſtrious perſon ? Or doeſt thou 
believe thou ſhouldeſt do a mean altion, unworthy of 
thy courage, if thou ſhouldeſt deliver up thy arms to 
the greateſt, and moſ# perfei> Princeſs in the 
World ? 

Thys Love argued to compleat his Victory, but 
reaſon replied thus in my defence ; That which thou 
alledge$#,0 Love! were powerful enough to procure 
thy entrance into a ſoul leſs capable of thy impreſſions, 
but thoſe ſame advantage which wake Pariſatis worthy 
ro be adcred,do likewiſe ſettle a deſpair in us,which z5 
the cauſe wby we oppoſe thy birth. Fortune has not cn- 

. riched me with Crowns, which he ought neceſſarily to 
wear, who ſhall dare to declare his affeitions to the 
daughter of the greateſt King upon Earth, neither 
bas nature endowed me with qualities to win the love 
of the moſt accompliſhed of all creatures, True it ts, 
(continued I, taking part with my reaſon) har :; 
would be a ſtrange preſumption, to raiſe my thoughts 
0 her, who juſtly might diſdain even Alexander him- 
Self, as viftorions as hets;, and who with truth, be- 
lieves ſhe may boaſt to bave no equal in the world, un- 
lefſe her ſiſter may diſpute that advantage with her ; 
but though the Gods had raiſed me to as high a pitch 
of greatneſs as that of Darius, it ts nor probable his 
Daughters ſhould be refery'd for his moſt mortal E- 
nemes, | 
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| Either by the remembrance of Pariſarzs's birth, g 
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By theſe conſiderations I ſtrove to hinder Loyet 
from entring, but my Arguments were too w 
and notwithitanding all my endeavours to keep itoy, 


Ly the thought, of that hatred, which it was likely 
the houſe of Darizs bore to all Alexanders party, | 
did but vainly oppoſe its Forces, and the Fowergf h: 
my deſtiny. In ſhort, I began to love, butto low WM :; 
with ſo much violence, that no affect ion,ſettled wit 


length of time, did ever torment a ſoul with mor. - 
| vehemence, than mine expreſſed even in its vey MW ;; 
birth. Alas! when theſe firſt thoughts retyrn in c 
my mind, and that I refle&t upon the begitniggs« MW «4 
my Love, I find how much reaſon I had ind&e 7" Wa 
refilt it,and how great an obligation I had to my god # 5 
Genius, which towithdraw me from that paſſion {oh ri 
tal to my repoſe, did charitably repreſent untome 5 
all thoſe evils, which I ſince have felt, In theme <\ 
time I lov'd, asI have already told you,but Iloved ff «+ 
with ſo much filence and diſcretion,and with ſuch py MW « 4 
wer over my tongue and actions, that it was hard < 
tor the molt intereſſed perſons, to find any others. Re, 
teration in me than that of my countenance. AnlM&# « 
truly my affection ſettled it ſelf with ſo much reſpeq, WW « x, 
that for a long time | conſidered Pariſ/atis as Divin & « 1 
ty, to wiom | ought to pay my vows, no otherwik {W « 
than as adorations and ſacrifices; having form'd vi 
high an Idea unto my ſelf, that I believ'd the whok Co 
Earth was infinitely belowher. I had the happin&{ tu! 
to ſce her oftentimes with the Queens, and the Prin it 1 
ceſs her ſiſter, and the acquaintance had made wih{& < 7 
them the day they were taken, added to many pe WW « & 
ty ſervices, which in their misfortune I did then <« dt 
with much diligence-and affection, gave mea frea | * dc 
acceſs to them, than all the other Princes of Alexa © y« 
ders Court, | *cr 
It is true, that my quality aſforded me ſomeat WM <Q 
vantage above many of them, and though my yout © yc 
exempted me from many Oftices, which their ag | * co 


was more capable of than mine, yet was I confide- W#F 1 


cd in the Court as one of the ncareſt to the Crown, W abſc 
and among thoſe il}u{trious Princes, as ke who of al fear 
the Princes was mo!t ſubmiſſive to them, and wh one 
molt ardently fought the occaſions to leſſen their mis WF © gr 
fortune by all manner of ſervice and good Offices; © ing 
the condition they were in, preſented opportunitieY © yo 
every day, either in their own perſons, or ſome be WWF © ne: 
longing to them, and I laid hold on them with ſo muctF# ©up 


{ 
joy that in the end I obliged them all to ſome partic I's 


lar good will toward me. Ithink Hepheſtsons love 74: < 
took: birth as ſoon as mine, but though the Kings {IMF fhar; 
vour gave him great advantages, he abuſed them Pear 
not of a long time, and confiderins how much 241 flext 
ſatis was above him, though a Captive, he looket tune: 
upon her alwayes with the ſame reſpect ſhe could ſence 
have required from him in the Court of the King her her | 
Father.He viſited her very often, and the powerheM deep 


had with the King, giving him a thouſand means t0 
oblige thoſe illuſtrious Captives, made his company 
the more conſiderable to them. 

We were at the Siege of Marathon, when the 
King receiv'd Dari his firſt Letters by the hands 
of Mithranes, you know what they contain'd, and 
the Anſwer which Alexander returned ; but] w 
tell you that he was exaſperated,not onely by tif 
tearms of that Letter, which truly were too 
perious for one making a requelt, but alſo by thelt 
perſcription which Dar:z wrote to him as toa Pl 


vate perſon, without giving him the Title of King. 
Alix 
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MAlexander was ſo 
he defired of him, an 
of liberty for that time, 


that unwelcome news : 
* Mythranes, having had permiſſion to wait upon 


them before his departure, came to tell it them 
himſelf. They receiv'd it with much trouble, but 
alſo with much muderation, and the Queens Keep ng 
themſelves within the bounds of their ordinary con- 
ſtancy, permitted tne young Princefles to deplore 
their Captivity with ſome tears. I had much ado to 
forbear accompanying theirs with mine, and I gave 
E them ſo many te{timonies of the ſhare [ took in their 
E forrow, tharthey thereby received no ſlight marks 
| ofmy affetion. Drawing near to the Princeſs Pa- 
| riſaris, who ſateupona Chair, with an handkerchiet 
E wiping away the tears which fell from her fair eyes. 
EZ <Madam, ( {24 1) the Gods are my witneſſes, that 
& <the honour of your ſight 15 more precious to me 
| ©than the Empire of .4/ia, and that [ cannot deſire 
E <your liberty, - without making wiſhes again(t mine 
# <own happineſs; but thoſe ſame Gods will alſo telti- 
& < for me, that I would not onely forfake mine own in- 
& <tereſts toreſtore it you, but that I would give my 
& © life with joy, ifthe loſs oft could be any way ad- 
= -< vantageous to you. | 
E The Princeſs thinkins her ſelf obliged by this Diſ- 
| courſe, took the handerchief from her eyes, and 
E tu:ning them toward me with an aif, which as ſad as 
© it was, cxpreſſed her acknowledgement, replyed ; 
| < Lys:achus, theſe are the effects of your ordinary 
® <gencroſity, and your compaſſon of our deplorable 
 <deitiny, puts thoughts into your mind, which are in 

| ©deed worthy of you ; I know not what ſatisfaction 
| ©you can draw from the ſight of miſerable affli&ted 
| ©creatures, but I may truly aflure you, both for the 

* Queens, and for our ſelves, that ia our misfortunes 
# <your conſolation is dear to vs,and your perſon moſt 
= © conſiderable, 
| 1 hada fair occaſion enough to diſcover my ſelf 
| abſolutely, and matter good enough to ſpeak ; but 


| would not carry them 


| fear forbad me, and reſpedt tyed up my tongue, 
onely allowing me to make this Reply : *Ireapſo 


© sreat a glory from the honour youdo me, in ſuffer- 
*ing me, and ſeparating me from the number of 
your enemics, that if this felicity continue, I will 
| ©never envy the fortune of the moit happy perſons 
*upon Earth.” | 
Having faid thus, I drewnear the Princeſs Srats- 
r.z, endeavourin3 by the like diſcourſe to ſweeten the 
ſharpneſs of her grief; true it is, that ſorrow ap- 
pear'd more lively in her, and now making re- 
flexion upon it, I believe that beſides the misfor- 
tunes of her Captivity, the thought of your ab- 
ſence, or of your loſs, was the greateſt part of 
her affliction; ſhe never gave any reſpite to the 
deepneſs of her melancholy, and how great care ſo- 
ever was taken to divert her, ſhe never was ſenſible 
of any of thoſe things, which perchance gave ſome 
abatement to the gricf of the Queens, and of the 
Princeſs her ſiſter. Aſter the taking of Afarathon, 
we went into Phenciz, and during all the Voyage, 
I had the happineſs to march near their Chariots ; 
it 1s true, that HZepheſtion, of whoſe diligence I be- 
gan to be ſuſpitious, and many others with him 
often kept me company, but I had at leaſt my 


| fightfree, and the preſence of my Rival, and of my 
companions, did not deprive me of a liberty. whicn 
I ſhould not have taken in the greateſt ſolitude. 


but I was there when 
; livins 
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:ncenſcd at ity” that tC refuſed all | The fourth or fifth dayes march, while I was delight- 
and ſo the Princeſſes loit the hope | 
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cd in their converſation, 4nd that by the abſence of 
Hephe5tion, I pofleſs'd my Princeſs a little more 
peaceably, Cleander ( the moſt brutiſh of all men 
s, and he of whom Alexander ſince made uſe 
for the dcath of great Parmenio) having that day 
charge of the Prifoners, and of the Baggage, came 
up to the Queens Chariots, and with inſolent words 
expreſſing his anger to ſee them go ſo ſoftly, com- 
manded the Charioteers to drive on faſter, | 
This diſreſpect touch'd the Princeſſes very nearly, 
and reading their diſpleaſure in their countenances, I 
could not forbcar blaming Cleanders carriage, and 
thewing him that ſuch petſons were to be us'd with 
greater Reverence; but that unmannerly fellow, 
after having replyed that I was too young to give 
him inſtructions, redoubled his command , and 
not thinking himſelt readily enough obeyed, ſtruck 
the Queens Charioteer in their preſence, and one of 
their Eunuc2s who would have ſaid ſomething in his 
juſtification. This action making the Princelles ſee 
they were really Captives, afflicted them ſo ſenſibly, 
that they could not difſemble their diſcontent, and 
enflamed me with ſuch anger, that I loſt all confide- 
ration and fear of diſplealing the King, and crying 
out to Cleander to defend himſelf, 1tooka Javelin 
out of a Soldiers hand, and ſpurring up my horſe di- 
rectly to him, aſſaulted him ſo ſuddenly, that all 
he could do, was to lift up his arm, and receive me 
with the point of his; it glanced upon my armes 
without doing me any hurt, and the fury wherewith 
/ precipitated my ſelfaginit him, hindering me from 
tinding the defccts of his Curaſs, made my blow 
miſs of its effect, and my dart flie itito five or fix 
picces. The tears which that affront had drawri 
from the cies of my fair Princeſs, had ſo afiimated 
me, that without being moved by the cries of 
thoſe who endeavoured to part us, 7 drew my 
ſword, and coming up to him again, more enrag- 
ed than before, after having receiv'd a ſecond ſtroak 
with his Javelin, which gave me a light wound ir 
the ſide, /ran my ſword under his right arm, which 
finding freeentrance, to the very hi't, appear'd al- 
molt all of it behind his ſhoulder ; the wound was 
not mortal, but yet ſo great, that Cleander fell a- 
mong his horſes feet with very little ſtrength and 
knowledge. 7made a ſtop, ſeeing him fall, but 7 
could not forbear to ſay, Ger thee goneinto the other 


world thou inſolent fellow, to injure Queens, and 


Princeſſes, and to teach thoſe, who are like thee, 
that puniſhment is inſeparable from crimes of this 1ia- 
ture, 2 

By his fall my ſword remained ſtill in my hand, 
and putting it up into the ſcabbard, 7 drew near to 
the Chariots, and addreſſing my ſelf to Sy/igambex, 
© Madam ( /2:d 1) pardon J beſeech you a raſhneſs 


_ ffull of irreverence, ina man who ſaw himſelf wouti- 


<dcd inthe molt ſenſible part of his ſoul, and believe 
* that if this rude fellows fault had been of another na- 
* ture, we would not have ended the quarrel in your 
© prefence. * | 

Thoſe good Queens, ard. thoſe fair Princeſſes 
wergfo troubled at this accident, that they had much 
adoe to ſcttle themſelves, and after a good while Sy- 
ſreeaxtbrs anſwered methus, Sir, your generoſity ts 


| great, .but orr 11jury was not conſiderable enough 'ra 


require ſuch violent remedies, and the offence we re- 
cer d was too light to be repaired with the blood, and 
perhaps with the life of ſuch aperfor; 

| Ta: - Though 


Ar Ad te i, ares, tu 4 —_— In ABT O60 wh "ER "0 
4 *-. y > IE a + - 7 F 93h ” 
» bh by v0 G, 3 

” 

” $4 


—-8; O q - ? ACE 
PINE 1. 7 5 4 , 
<a "I þ - We 


bn Rs TS 


neſs made them ſorry for Cleanders miſchance, whom 
all believ'd to be moſt dangerouſly wounded, yet 
did I nevertheleſs perceive by their faces, they 
were not diſpleaſed with that action, and I found 
cauſe to hope that proof I had given them of my 
reſpect, and of the part I took in their intere/t,would 
not be unprofitable to me. In the mean time Clear- 
der was carried away, and the noiſe of this accident 
being come to the Kings cars, and to all my friends, 
Prolomeus, Craterus, Philotas, Antigonus, Seleu- 
cus, Meleager, Polyperchon, and all thoſe who had 
ſhewed any affetion to me, came and offered me 
all the afſiſtances I could expect from their friend- 
ſhip. Some of them thought it beſt for.me to abſent 
my ſelf , and avoid the Kings anger for a time, 
while they laboured to make my peace, and that 
we ſaw what would become of Cleanders wound ; 
but the reſt whoſe opinion I reſolv'd upon, believ'd 
it better for me not to ſtir from the Camp, and that 
my aQion not being ill, I ought not to fear any thing 
from ſo juſt, and generous a Prince as Alexar- 
der. It hapned according to their hopes, and the 
King being informed of the truth, thougn Clean- 
ders frienas endeavoured to diſguiſe it, initead of 
blaming what I had done, condemned Cleander, in 
ſuch a way, as might have made his friends afraid 
for him, if he had not been puniſhed enough for his 
fault already. The King excuſed it to the Queens 
himſelf, and ſatisfied them abſolutely. by words 
which ſhewed how much he diſapproved that actt- 
ON. 
in the mean time we arrived at S:dozz, and not- 
withitanding my flight wound for which I never kept 
my Chamber, I had the happineſs to ſee the Prin- 
ceſſes every day. When they ſaw me alone, and that 
they knew Cleanders recovery was not deſpaircd of, 
the remembrance of what I had done for their ſakes 
coming into their mind, made them full of acknow- 
ledgement, and moved them to return me ſuch 
Gol and obliging thanks, that thereby I knew well, 
ingratitude findes no place in fouls that are truly 
noble. But this acknowledgement, was general a- 
mongſt them, and Pariſatzs whom 1 was deſirous to 
oblige to a particular good will, and to whem I c- 
very day gave particular marks of my affection, car- 
ried her ſeifto me as the Princeſle her ſiſter, and not 
taking notice with how great diligence I tyed my ſelf 
to her ſervice, kept her ſelf {till within the limits 
of civility and eſteem, I cannot better repreſent 
unto you the condition I was in, than by the de- 
ſcription Araxes made to. me of yours, when you 
were-in the ſame tearms; I-became ſad; and melan- 
cholly like you, I avoided company, and the ſociety 
of my friends like you, and like youl lot a good 
part of my health, and bettcr looks. I came to 
my Princeſs an hundred times with a firm reſolution 
to diſcover my ſelf, and to dye by her command, 
and for the puniſhment of my temerity, rather than 
periſh languiſhing, or in the violence of a torment, 


which without being known would infallibly bring 


me to my grave. But as often as I purpoſed that 
deſign, ſo often my reſpect made it vaniſh, and 
the preſence of Pariſarss diſſipating all the courage 1 
had left, ſettled me again in my intention to dye 
in ſilence, rather than offend her by a preſum- 
tuous declaration. On this manner I paſs'd all the 


time we were at Sidon, and all that we ſtaid at the 
Siege of Tyre, Judge of my ſufferance by the length 


-CASSANDRA 


Though ſhe ſaid thus to me, and that their good- | of my filence, and of the greatneſs of my reſped,by 


ſecret thoughts had never been conceal'd from him, | 
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the violence I uſed upon my ſelf, during a whole! 
year: The King and all my friends, wondered at the g. 
tcration of my humour and countenance, they oftey 
ask'dmethe reaſon of it, and I laid it upon ſome hy 
dily indiſpoſition, without diſcovering the true cauſe 
Ptolomew the deareſt of all my friends, us'd his ye. 
mo{t endeavours to find it out, but though my mog 


then diſguis'd the truth. to him, as well as to other, 
and ofa longs time he could not draw a true confeſſigq 
from my mouth. 

After the ſiege of T re, the Ladics (as you knoy) 
were carricd to thefiege of Gaza; there it was tha 
my wounds grew worſe by the continual preſence 
of Pariſatis, and my deſpair alone made me te. 
ſolve to bear the worlt events 1 could apprehend 
from declaring my ſelf, It was not without grex 
conteſtations,. and great difficulties, I obtain'd thy 
effect from my courage ; but conſidering the miſers. 
ble condition of my lite, I cetcrmined to hazard the 
remainders of it, to eſtabliſh a better, or loſe 
that which I onely lingred out in pains, and torments 
that were inſupportable. With this deſign, coming 
one day into her Chainber, and finding her alone, 
employcd in the reading of Howers 11:ads which 
ſhe underſtood as weli as her own language ; the 
fear of diſturbing her, made ine retire a little, but 
ſhe perceiv'd me, and l:ying down her Book up 
the Table, call'd me back, and at the ſame time 
wiped her eyes by reaſon of ſome tears whichra 
down along her checks : my apprehenſion of any 
thins that concern'd her, moved me to ask the cauſe 
of her trouble ; but ſhe inſtantly compoſed her cour- 
tcnance, and making a pleaſing ſmile ſucceed het 
tears, I cannot conceal wy weakyeſſe from you 
(ſaid ſhe) bur muſt confeſs, I was nor ab:e to read 


Andromache's lamentations for the loſs of ber den *li 
husband, without being rouch*d with compaſſion, ns rh 
without accompanying with mine, thoſe tears whicl Wt © ye 


probably ſhe ſhed upon tat occaſion, 4 


This diſcourſe drawing a figh from the bottom of MY if lc 
my heart, obliged me aiter a great conflict in my ten 
ſelf, to ſpeak to her on this manner : / cannot think WF dev 
( Madam ) of the different cauſes, and different et ret: 
feds of pity, without refletting upon my own.n1ufor Wt bel: 
tunes, which ought to draw from me, for wine ownin-WM fir( 
tereſt, @ greater abundance of tears, than ya the 
have beſtowed upon thoſe of the ſad Andromache; WW me! 
nor without blaming the injuſtice of nature; and 
which gives you a ſenſe of compaſſion for perſons Wt Lo\ 
you never krew, and yet would without doubt refuſe cd 
zt you, for thoſe that are moſt affeftionate to yo indi 
ſervice: you bewail the lofs of HeCtor, who dyed in the! 
the quarrel of his own Countrey, and not of yours; Wt © m 
who neither lov'd you, nor knew you, and ro whoſe fo 
death you did not at all contribute; and yet you would i © W 
without any touch of pity, ſee him aye at your feet; wi 
(nay, which is more, die for you) who of all men lit- *an 
ing, were moſt perfeUy yours; you world ſee him it "© 

breath out his life without being moved at tt, © wi 
| and without ſweerning the the cruelry of bis deſt- [Tel 
ny by one lock., by one ſich, or by one word in bu [th 
favour, {er 

Thovgh the Princeſs was of an apprehenſion quick *ko 
enough to underſtand the ſence of theſe words, yet 1 
did ſhe not dive into it at the firſt, and without mak- bet: 
ing a longer reflection upon them, the replyed, # _ 


| 


am little obliged to you Lylmachus, for thinking 
0 
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- ill natured, 1 know not from which of my attions 
ou have drawn that opinton, but 1 do believe I have 
mot ſhewed my ſelf ſo unſenſtole in the a+ cotryuon's & 
my friends, and of thoſe whom nature, or any reaſun 
wie to love or eſteem, and 1 do leſs think, 1 
hout a real compaſſion, and withour beins 
nearly grieved, behold the ruine of 4 perſon, whoſe 
Le truition 1 bad cauſed,” and to woom 1 ſhould be 
obliged for any particular affettion, 

I would not ftay the execution of my deſign any 
| longer, and judging that I ought not to loſe ſo favour- 
able an occaſion, 1 fell upon my knees belore her, and 
not hearknins to the cornmands ſhe laid upon me to 
riſe ; «The Gods, Madam, (faidI ) the Gods who 
care witneſſes of the Declaration you make in fa- 
| £ your of me, are alſo witneſſes of my thoughts, and 
| <know that it is not till the Jatt extremity of my life, 
| <I beg of you the ctſects of that pity for one that 
| < dies for you. It is true, Madam, l yield up my 
| <ſoulat your fect, unleſs you ſet that compaſſion a- 
| £ work which you boaſted of; you will never have 
| £amore juſt occaſion to make uſe of it, and you can 
| cnever uſe it toa man that will ſerve you, or adore 
; cyou with a more profound reſpect, and a more 
| choly zeal than mine; I have ſuftered before I come 
| © to this laſt remedy all that a ſoul is able to endure 
| < without making it known, and 1 have onely declar- 
ced my paſſion to inſerſible witneiles ; and if my 
© eyesand the change of my looks and humour, have 
| ©given you any knowledge of it, 'rwas without the 
| © conſent of a ſoul, which opens not it ſelf unto.you 
# © now without a violent con'traint : in ſhort, Madam, 

© ,,yſimachus adores you z it it bea crime, he comes 
© to confeſs it before yuu ; it this preſumption mult 
© be repaired by death, Lyfimachrs comes to ſuffer 
<it at your fect. And that hz may cnd his life by the 
molt glorious of all deſtinies, he begs of you ſome 
| ©ſflight mark of that compaſiion, which you have for 
©the unfortunate, and to which you have engaged 
 £your ſelf for him. Ban | 

| Thad ſaid more in thegþ 
if looking upon the Princeſs, I had not ſeen her coun 
tenance change twice or thrice, and of a ſuddembe- 
dewed with a few tears, which ſhe could not poſſibly 
retain, As we areready to flatter our ſelves inthe 
belief of what we ardenily defire, 1 took them at 
firſt to my advan tage, as though pity had drawn 
them from her fair eyes indeed ; but within a mo- 
ment after, I found diſdain was the cauſe. of them, 
and that her diſpleaſure at hearing a Declaration of 
Love from one of Alexanders followers, had for- 
ced her to ſhew thoſe marks of her grief, and of her 
indignation. She darted a ſcornful look at me, and 
then of a ſudden turning away ker eyes ; <I knew the 
* misfortune of my condition (ſaid ſhe ) enough be- 
* fore, without your putting me'in mind of it, and 
* was ſufficiently confirmed that I was a Priſoner, 
* without this new aſſurance : Yes, Lyſimachns, 1 
*am ſo, and morcover Iamtexpoſed to all unhappi- 
© nefſes which Captivity carries inſeparably alons 
*with it. This confideration exempts you from that 
Teſpect, which in another ſeaſon would be due to 

the Princeſs of Perſia, and ought to ſtifle that re- 
© ſentment in me,which I am no longer in a condition 
© toexprels, | 

Theſe words pronounced which an accent divided 

etween grief and anger, truck me ſo to the quick, 
and wrought ſo deeply upon me, that I remained in 
a confuſion which I am not able to repreſent; I re- 
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pented me a good while for having diſpleaſed my 
Princeſs, and in that thought durſt not ſo much as 
lift up my eyes to her, but floatedin a ſtrange irre- 
ſolution. Yet in the end coming to confider, how 
unju/tly ſhe accuſed me of want of reſpect, I put- 
poſed to juſtifie my ſelf, and let her know it was not 
the change. of her condition th:t had encouraged me 
to commit that fault; with that intent though ſhe 
look'd no more upon me, but lean'd her elbows up- 
on the Table, and her head upon her hand, I ſpoke 


to heragain on this manner : *Iacknowledge, Ma- 
<dam, 1 have been infinitely to blame, and that the 


. © diſproportion there is between you and all men 


*living, ought either to have {trangled my paſſion in 
*1ts birth, or this confeſſion in my mouth , which 
© hath offended you. 

« | know you are both the moſt accompliſhed, and 
© the gre:te(t Princeſs inthe world, nor will I alledge 
© for part of my juitification, that I am borna Prince, 
*and that all my Anceſtors have worn thoſe Crowns 
© which I want, to dare ( with any probability of 
© ſucceſs) pretend to the Daughter of the greatelt of 
*all the Kings upon Earth. This conſideration can- 
© not excuſe me for a fault, which your will and my. 
* knowledge have condemn'd, butif guilty as I am, 
©I may yet bes any favour from you, I conjure you 
© byall that you account molt holy and ſacred, to be- 
© lieve that the condition which the chance of war has 
*reduced you to, did not at all authorize my Decla- 
*ration; and that I could not have conſidered you 
* with more reſpect and ſubmiſhon in the Throne of 
* Darius, no, nor in that of the Gods themſelves, 
*than I do in this Captivity, to the misfortunes 
* whereof you would impute my crime; my courage 
*15 not capable of-ſo much baſeneſs, and to what 
<eltate ſoever Fortune ſhould either precipitate, or 
*raiſe you up, ſhe cannot deprive you of what the 
* Gods and your Birth hath given you ;nordis-engage 
*me {roma ſervitude for which a'one I was born, 
* and for which alone will die; thoughit is not in my 
© power to repair the offence I have committed a- 
* gainſt you, I have both power and courage enough 


| ©ro punith it, and with my blood to pay the price 
| *of thoſe tears which my temerity hath drawn from 
} © your fair eyes. 


I pronounc'd theſe words with an accent, which 
made Pariſatis believe I had ſome defign againſt my 
life, and ſceing I was riſen up, and that after a low 
obeyſance, | was going from her, ſhe rais'd up her 
head and call'd me back again. Although ſhe lov'd me 
not, nor had any intention to engage her ſelf tomein 
any other affection,than what civility, & the acknow- 
ledgement of ſome ſmall ſervices obliged her to ; 
yet did ſhe not hate me enough to ſee me die, and 
that for the expiation ofa fault, which,after having a 
little digeſted it, ſhe judg'd not worthy of ſo ſevere 
a puniſhment. That was it which perſwaded her 
to call me back, and fecing me return trembling, 
and with actions of a man quite loſt in his patſhon, 
after ſhe had a while ſought out tearms to expreſs her 
ſelf, ſhe ſpoke to me on this manner : © Lyſimachus, 
© [ cannot ſhake off that trouble, which your words 
< have ſettled in my mind, but | am willingto baniſh 
« the belicf I had, that my captivity alone had en- 
© couraged you, to diſcover your thoughts to me 
© with too much liberty. I know that you are .a5* 
© generous, as I have found you bold, an41 will onc- 
<ly accuſe my misfortun2, and'the eafineſs of my 


< humour, for the diſpleaſure | receive ; Fn __ 
| LItce 
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© ſuffer the puniſhment of it, and I will inflit no 0- 


© ther upon you, than what you before impoſed up- ' 
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© on your ſelf; my tears will be better recompenſed | 
© by your filence, than by your blood; I efteem | 


©you enough never to contribute to your ruine, and 
© weare cnough obliged to you, to take care to pre- 
eyventit ; this is all I cando for you, and if you be 
©not contented with a particular elteem which 1 have 


© had of your perſon, and which by the repentance 


| never be touch'd with any other inclinations towy 


| 
| 


© of your fauit you may yet hope for , I acknow- | 


© ledge my ſelf very unable to give you ſatisfacti- 
© on. | 

Theſe words pronounced with much Majeſty and 
' moderation, gave me indeed ſome knowledge of the 
good nature of that Princeſs, and of her generoſity, 
which could not counſent to the deſtruction of a per- 
ſon that lov'd her, and to whom ſhe thought ſhe had 
ſome light obligation ; but they gave me no mark at 
all of that aftection which I required, nor any hope 
* toengage her toit; and yet they were ſo ſweet to 
me, and wrought ſnch an effect upon me, that they 
baniſh'd a good part of my deſpair, and drove away 
that deſire of dying, which thoſe ſhe ſpoke before 
had ſettled in my mind. I kneel'd down again bc- 
fore her, and kiſſing the hem of her garment with a 
profound reſpect. *Madam, ( ſaid 1 ) this guilty 
< man deſerves not the mercy you ſhew him, but 
© fince you conſent to the conſervation of his life, 
< which his raſhneſs gave you juit cauſe to hate, he 
© will regulate it in ſuch manner, that you ſhall never 
<repent your goodneſs: and not being able to free 
<it from that violent paſhon which you have con- 
© demned, he by his ſilence and diſcretion will repair 
© the greatneſs of his fault : I will oftend you as lit. 
<tleas poſſible I can with my diſcourſe, and freeing 
* you from being troubled with my tongue, I will 
© content my ſelf that all my actions and all my looks, 
© tell you what I have in my heart. That particular 
© eſteem you make me hope for, is too high, and 
© too glorious a recompence for me, an4if Iſhould 
© pretend to more, from a perſon all divine as you 
© are, Iſhould be the blindeſt and moſt preſumptuous 
© man upon the earth, 

The Princeſs was going to reply ( I know not 
whether ſharply or mildly) when two of her maids 
entred the Chamber, and interrupted our converſa- 
tion: The Princeſs Statira came in within a while 
aſter, and we ſpent part of the day in an indiffercnt 
entertainment, but if the ſorrows of that Princeſs 
would have ſuffered her to be concern'd in the affairs 
of others, ſhe might eaſily have found ſomething ex- 
traordinary in the troubles that appeared in both our 
faces. Pariſatis could not look upon me without 
. bluſhinp, and when 1 took notice of the confuſion [I 
caus'd, and thought upon the diſpleaſure I had ſtirr'd 
up in her, I fix'd my eyes upon the ground, and 
anſwered the diſcourſe of the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
with ſo much diftraction, that if her mind had not 
been powerfully prepoſleſſed, -ſhe muſt needs have 
obſerved the diſturbance that was viſible in mine. 

After that day I paſs'd many others, not without 
violent diſquiets, but at leaſt with a little more re- 
poſe, and with this conſolation, that what I ſuffered 
was known unto my Princeſs, and. that I was not 
hated of her ; this was to me the moſt advantageous 
_ thing I could believe, and how great teſtimonies ſo- 
ever | gave her, both of the continuation, and ſinceri- 


ty of my-paſſion, by the aſliduity of my ſervice, | 


and by a thouſand actions full of reſpect and diſcreti- 


| 


| her, and how Pari/arzs received the firſt overtureg 
' it; but this I know, his fortune was no betterthy 


| ſor the curc of two wounds he had received in that 
- Siege, we took our way toward Egypr, and tit 
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tion, ſhe kept her ſelf alwayes, with ſuch a may 
ration, and with ſo perfect a ſeverity within y 
limits ofthat eſteem ſhe had made me hope for, thy 
I fear'd with a great deal of probability, ſhe way 


me. Ifaidlittle to her of my love, and when 

word of it eſcaped me, Frepaired it with ſubn 
ons, which abated part of the diſpleaſure ſhe recejy, 
cd thereby : AsI trove to make ſome progreſy 
my deſign of winning her heart, Hepheſtion onhy 
fide ſpared no endeavours to introduce himſelf ing 
it, Iam ignorant how he diſcovered his paſſiony 


mine, and that ſhe us'd us both with ſo much equii] 
ty, as it was very hard to obſerve a difference; 
yet at that timel found that Alexanders afſiſtang, 
upon which my rival grounded himſelf, gave men. 
ther ſome advantage; and that my Princeſs,feari 
her favourable uſage of him, ſhould be attributedy 


ſome mean compuance for Alexander,took ano 


ſion contrary to Syſigambzis”s advice, to deſpiſc hin 


for that which made him conſiderable to all others, 


not that ſhe hated or diſeſtcem'd . him, Hephefti 
was of too graceful a preſence to cauſe any aver 
on, and his valour and good qualities were ſufficient. 
ly known, to make her eſteem him very much. We 
met often at her Lodgings, and though we had eye 
been good friends before, the hinderance we wer 


to one another, began to alienate our minds, af 
afterwards conſidering the diligence, and the action 
of each other, with more heedfulneſs, as with mori 


intereſt than we had done formerly, that which: 
ceiv'd indifferent perſons, could not long abuſey 
that were concern'd; and our fight piercing mor 
clearly into the intentions of a rival, diſcovered then 
quickly to us with ſo perfect a knowledge, thatwe 
no longer doubted what we had feared, but gar} 
that jeajoulie an entrance into our ſouls, which hath 
ſince tormented them with ſo much violence, 

You know that after the taking of Gaza, anl 
ſome (tay the King was conſtrained to make therg 


King, the whole Court, and the Ladics went bf 
boat upon the 1V:le to Memphis, During that voy-| 


age, and our abode in that Town, Hephe#ton anl 


] vied who ſhould get the greateſt ſhare in Pariſatss 
favour ; I forgot none of thoſe little cares, that 
could make the truth of my affection be taken notice 
of, nor didI let paſs any occaſion. to ſet before het 
eyes the greatneſs and purity of my zeal, withal 
the reſpect, and diſcretion ſhe deſired. The King, 
who already was paſſionately taken with the Princel 
Statira, gave her many teſtimonies of his love, and 
(which was more hurtful, and more - inſupportable 
tome) having perceiv'd that-of Hepheſtion to Pu 
riſatis, he ſwell'd his courage by the affiſtances he 
promiſed him, and gave him the boldneſs to ſerve 


her openly. Theſe difficulties did not diſhearten me, bp 


but fortifying my ſelf againſt the obſtacles I foreſaw 
I refolv'd not to abandon ſo glorious a deſign but 
with my life. Inthe mean time the King departed 


from Memphis, to viſit the Temple of Fypitcr Hani 
| on, and not being willing to take the Princeſſes 
long, in ſo painful, and dangerous a Voyage, i 
| them at 2eriphis, under the guard of part of hi 


forces, My duty, and my honour obliged me 0 


wait upon him,and carried it againit my om" Me 


wil 
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Hepbeſtion who _ me from 
-155 Perſon; went the voyage allo which was 
HS ffolation to me. Before our depatture, 
having watch'd my opportunity when my rival was 
with the King, and that the Princefles were in the 
| Gardens near their Lodging, . 
dreſs my ſelf to Pariſaris who was in an alley with 
| Apamia, Arſinoe, and ſome of her maids, having 
| given her mY hand to help her in her Walk, the 
Gentleman Uther that led her,withdrew, and yield- 
ing me that honour, left me the liberty to entertain 
her ; when we were far enough from the other La- 
| Jies not to be overhcard, and that I ſaw them bulied 
| in a particular converſation, I took occaſion to ſpeak 
| unto my Princeſs; Aadam, (faidT) it is not £0 FYOK- 
| ble you with the remembrance of a paſſion which you 
& diſapprove, nor to callinta your mind a fault which 
| 29w have condemned, that 1 open my month yet once 
3 again before you, but itz 10 proteſt to you at this ri- 
| corom departure, that it being ſeparated from you, 
t 1 amreally ſeparated from my ſelf ;, and that the moſt 
E ſenſible grief I feel, 75,that abſence w.ll deprive me 
| of the occaſions of doing you ſome ſmall ſervice ; 
E not but that you have imprinted a great deal of re- 
| ſpelt in the ſouls of thoſe that ſtay behind with you, 
| but the duties of a perſon, tyed by a moſt powerful 
| inclination, are very different from thoſe; which are 
E paid oncly ro your quality, and to your merit; and 
I moreover which way ſoever they ſerve you, I ſhall 
E cnvy their happineſſe ſo much, that the remembrance 
= of their good fortune will moſt ſenſibly aggravate the 
© diſcentents of this tedious anderuel voyage, to which 
I ſee my ſelf condemned. I do not repreſent my ſuf- 
| ferings to you, to oblige you to an affetiion which 
| with juſtice I can never hope for, but to draw from 
| your goodneſs ſome mark, of compaſſion, for this clo- 
| 71014, unfortunate man, who without murmuring en- 
| dures the gallanteſt, and" the moſt cruel of all tor- 
| ments, | | 
The Princeſs, ſeeing I held my peace at theſe 
words,replyed,/ ſhould be very ingrateful, Lyſima- 
chus, if 1 did not acknowledge my ſelf obliged tothe 
| good will you expreſs to me with ſo much diſcretion 
| andreſpett, but I ſhould alſo be a diſſembler if Icould 
hide the trouble you cauſe in me,by your perſeverance 
ina deſign, which 1 oppoſed tnitsbirth; not through 
any averſion, or undervaluins of your perſon, but 
through the knowledge of the difficulties you would 
meet withal in my humour, and of thoſe which the 
heavens do ſo many wayes produce againſt your inten- 
tions, Thnow your birth # illuſtriows, and I bave 
eyes 4s well as others, to diſcern the advantages of 
your perſon: Thus conſideration hath indeed given 
me all the eſteem you can with reaſon deſire, from a 
Princeſs who knows you, and us obligedto you ; but I 
am not thereby exempted, from what I owe to wy own 
quality, and to thoſe perſons to whom my birth hath 
| ſubmitted me; it 1s from them alone 1 will receive 
| thoughts beyond that eſteem I have of you, and if you 
ſhould ſee me engaged to it for ſome other body, ac- 
cuſe onely my obedience, and not an inclination which 
ſhall never declareit ſelf in favour of another, ra- 
ther than of Lyſimachus. | 7 do not think, you have 
any reaſon to complain of a confeſſion 1 make to you 
with a great deal of freedom; neither do Tbelieve, 
that without a deſugn to offend me, you can deſire any 
more, 


She bluſh'd at theſe words, as aſhamed to have 


Princeſs was nor. 
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which made all places hatcful to me, where my | 


I found means to ad- | 
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favoured me ſo much; and though being well ex- 
plain'd, I found very little change in my condition, I 


received them as a moſt advantageous obligation 3 
and not being in a place where could caſt my ſelf at 


| her feet, to give her thanks for it, I bowed down 


with much reſpect, and anſwered ; 7 never hoped 
( Madam) that my fortune ſhould attain that pitch 
you have rais'd it to, and having adored, as ſoon as 
lov'd you, 1 alwayes believ'd, that for the accom- 
pleſhment of my glory and happineſs, it was ſufficient 
my vows, and adorations were not unpleaſing to you, 
without pretending to any acknowledgement, which I 
could not aspire to without mach preſumption. I ſee 
too well, the obſtacles that oppoſe my more perfelt fe- 
licity, and I will expeit from Heaven, and from your 
felf,, both rhe alteration of our fortunes, and what 
you ſhall ordain concerning my life. In the mean 
time, Madam, be pleas'd that at this rigorou depar- 
ture, 1 may for my conſolation, make uſe of that 
hope you give me, and that to ſave me from deſpair, 1 
may believe, that Hepheſtion, not being more zealous, 
nor more paſſionate, ſhall nezther be more happy than 
Lyſimachus. 4 
I ended theſe words with ſome fear of having ” 
diſpieaſed her; but that Princeſſe, who had no 
weakneſs at all in her mind, was bur little moved at 
them, and having ſaid a while before ſhe made an- 
ſwer ; Lyſimachus (ſaid ſhe) I pardon this liberty, 
for the ſame cauſe, that made me pardon the others 
you have taken, and 1 not only excuſe it, but to let 
you ſee 1 am not cruel, 1 will alſo confirm the promiſe 
IThave made you, It 15 true, I ſuffer Hepheſtion, both 
for his merit, and by the command of the Queens, and 
becauſe it is from their will onely, next to that of Da- 
rius, that 1 will receive the rule of my whole life ; 
but be certain, that if my inclination alone can eſta- 
bliſh the happineſs of both, Hepheſtion by it, ſhall ne- 
ver have advantage over you, 
z I was going toreply, and it was likely our con- 
verſation would have laſted longer, if the King had 
not come into the Garden, and with him Hepheſtion 
Perdiccas, Selenens, Antigonus, and many others 
who interrupted us. The King drew near to the 
Princeſs Sratzra, and Hepheſtion coming up to Pa- 
riſatis, took that hand which he found free, and be- 


| ing an obſtacle to me all the reſt ofthe day, hadalfo 


the diſpleaſure, to ſee me take revenge on himthe 
ſame way, and deprive him by my preſence, of the 
means to entertain her in particular. 

We took our leaves that evening, and the next 
morning by break of day, we got on horſeback,and 
travelled toward the Temple of Fupiter Hawmmon, T 
will not trouble you with the particulars of our voy- 
age, you have without queſtion heard ſpeak of it,and 
the relation of itis but little important to the know- 
ledge of my life. My adventures were like to thoſe 
of the reſt of the company, but my thovghts were 
without doubt more noble. and the abſence of Pa- 
7iſatis forced thoſe complaints from me, which the 
toil and the incommodities. of that journey drew 
from indifferent perſons. This voyage was the ſharp- 
eſt, and the moſt painful of any that ever was under- 
dertaken : The inſupportable' heat that ſcorched us 
in thoſe dry, deſert fields we were to paſs, the want 
of all manner of water, and the deepneſs of the ſands 
which heretofore have buried whole Armies, were 
like to have been the deſtruction of our party, and 
without the particular afhftance of heaven, we 
could never have eſcaped, ' We broke —_ 
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128 
all theſe difficulties, and arrived at that famous Tem- 
ple, whoſe Oracles are ſuperſtitiouſly adored through 
the whole world ; and thereit was that whether by 
chance, or by corrupting the Prieſts, or by the will 
of the Gods, the King found the cauſe of that in- 
ſupportable'vanity, which hath ſince made him com- 
mit ſo many faults, and exact adorations from his 
friends, which have coſt many noble perſons their 
lives. After he had obtained the anſwer be deſired, 


he returned preſently, and paſſing near the Ifle of 


Pharos, gave order for the building of the ſtately 
City of Alexand-ia, and having drawn the plot of it 
himſelf, and ſet workmen about it, he went back to 
Atemphis, not doubting but that Darizs, fortifi- 
ed by hisabſence, was again recruited, and already 
in a condition, with his Forces to trouble his new 
Conquelſts. He turn'd aſide by the way, to puniſh 
the revolt of the Syr;ans, who had cut the throats 
of their Garriſons, and burnt their Governour 
Andromachus alive; and having given ſuch orders 
as were neceſſary for thoſe unſettled Provinces, we 
at laſt drew ncar that town again, where the King, 
Hepheſtion, and my ſelf, had left our hearts with 
the Captive Princeſſes. FHepheſtion and | met every 
day, but jealouſije had cxtinguiſh'd all our ancient 
friendſhip, and had made us focold, that we hard- 
ly ſpoke to one another all the Voyage. 

We found all things at Memphzs in the condition 
we had left them, and a ou no change either in 
our affairs, or in the hearts of our Princeſſes. Pa- 
- riſatis us'd me-at my arrival in the ſame faſhion as 
ſhe had done at my departure, and made me 
know by that perſeverance in her ordinary modera- 
tion, that her mind was none of thoſe light ones 
which are capable of all impreſſions, and that my 
good or evil fortune ought neither to make me hope, 
nor fear a change. We made no ſtay at all in 
that City, and the King drawing his Forces out of 
their Quarters, march'd ſtraight toward Darigs 
with ſo much diligence, that in eleven daycs we en- 
--camped upon the Banks of Euphrates, and having 
paſs'd over it upon Bridges of Boats, which the King 
cauſed to be made, wecroſs'd the Plain that lies be- 
tween it and the River Tygrz, which we waded 
through, and having reach'd the bank with an in- 
credible difficulty, we found all the Countrey burnt, 
and yet ſmoaking, for fazer had ſet it on fire by 
Darius his command : The King lay there two 
nights, to reſt the Princeſſes who were wearied 
with that haſty voyage, and in ſpight of the Eclipſe 
of the Moon which put ſome terrour in his men, 
and was taken by the more fearful for a very ll 
augury, the third he marched with the ſame afſur- 
ance toward the enemy. Here I cannot omit to 
recall unto your memory , an accident which 0- 
verwhelmed us all with ſadneſs, and to make 
you judge of my grief by the affliction of my Prin- 
ceſs, | | 

I was with the King when one of the Queens Eu- 
nuchs, came to give him notice, that Darius his 
. wife was dying, and that ſhe was already in a ſound 
in the arms of the Princeſſes her daughters. Cer- 
tainly how great ſoever my ſurpriſe was at the hear- 
ing of this news, the King ſhewed little leſs and lay- 
ing aſide all buſineſſes wherein he was employed, 
he ran unto the Queens Tents, with a ſorrow 
which appeared moſt viſibly in him, But O 


Gods ! how great was our affliction, when at 
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- Our coming into the Chamber, we ſaw her expire, 
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-_ our fair Princeſſes faint away, at ſo ſad a ſped. 
cle. 

This ſudden death of hers ſurpriſed us the more 
by how much it appeared extraordinary ; ay 
thougha few days before I had heard her comply 
of ſome indiſpoſition cauſed by the troubleſomency 
of that journey, yet had we never ſcen her in a con: 
dition that could give us any apprehenſion of a dey 
which did almoit prevent her ſickneſs. All the mgz 
mournfull expreſſions that ever grief ſent forth 
ſhewed themſelves viſibly in our Princeſſes, an 
the greateſt ſenſibility it ever produced, was in 


printed really in my heart, The King comfor. | 


ed the Queen Mother, with the ſweeteſt andmyſ 
obliging words, compaſſion could furniſh hin 
withall. Fepheſtion held Pariſatis's head, wh 
languiſhed with little-ſhow of life ; I did the ſame g 
Statira, who deeply buried in her ſorrow, ſeem} 
to prepare her ſelf to accompany to her gray 
a mother ſhe had moſt perfectly honoured; ani 
mingled my tears with hers, endeavouring to con 
fort her as much as my own affliction would per 
mit, 


and though 1 envied him the happineſs of havin 


prevented me, grief ſwallowed up my jealouſie for A 


a few moments, and made me without trouble he 
ho!d the ſervices he did her. It is not neceſſary 


I ſhould enlarge my ſelf farther upon this matte; 1 
I ſee this diſcourſe draws tears from your eyes, au 


you have already ſufficiently learn'd all I can tell ya 


of this ſad adventure 1 will'onely ſay, that Atexar y 
der, after having wepta long while, and paid uni 


Sy/igaz:bis all ſhe could have expected from Darin 
himſelf, rendred alſo unto the deceaſed Queen 
the honour that could have been required fron 
that dear husband, he caus'd her vr interred 
with a pomp worthy of her quality , and of the 
glory of her Anceſtors. * Some dayes were ſpent 
in that ſolemnity, and immediately after the King 
prepared himſelf to give battle, having ſent back 
Darius his Ambaſſadors with the anſwer you hay 
heard, 48 

1 will not entertain you with the particularitiesd 
the ſucceſs of that bloody battle, wherein youdil 
ſo many miraculous actions, and - wherein yout 
deſpair made you ſeek a death among the arms 
of the Macedonians, which they refuſed you, an 
which you had ſo dearly ſold them. You fhal 
onely learn that after that cruel day, the incomme- 
dity of two wounds / had received, deprivel 
me for ſome time of the ſight of my Princeſs; and 


*twas not till 7 came to baby/on, ( where we wete +; 
brought in by Mazers within a while after ) that / 


received an honour. / had not deſerved ; Though the 
Queens and Princeſſes were ſufficiently to be excuſed 


, for not viſiting thoſe who had been wounded onely 


in fighting againſt their neareſt friends, yet had 
they the goodneſs to do that honour to Hepheſtion, 
Perdiccas, and my ſelf ; whether it were that they 
thought themſelves obliged to it, by the ſervices we 
had done them, or that their complacency made 
thcm give #lexander thoſe marks of their eſteem 
for perſons that were either dear,or conſiderable to 
him. 7 received that honour as too high a, for- 
tune for me, and not being able to give Pariſats 
particular thanks for it, in the preſence of the 
Queen, and of a great many others, J by my 


looks expreſſed my acknowledgement of that f 


your, 


I did not hear what Hepheſtion ſaid to Pariſati, 3 


the 7 
l / 


Book. I. 
and thanked the Queen with the moſt reſpect- 
fal words the greatneſs of that obligation could ſug- 


vour, 


geſt. The King graced me with a vilit while they 
were there, and / remember it was 1n my Chamber 


he ſpoke of you to the Princefſe Sratirwu, and that 


he held that diſcourſe with her which you have 
| heard ſince from 1 yreus. Hepheſtion and Perdiccas, 
' who had been wounded by your hand, received the 
ſame honour, and within a few days after we left 
our beds, and were in a condition to repay their viſits 
with uſury. From Babylon he went to Suſa, and 
there it was'the Princeſſes put a period to their 
| Journeys and that the King thought fit to exempt 
| them for the future, from the weariſomneſs of his 
Voyages. During our abode there we vilited them 
every day, and the King paſſionately in love with 
Sratira, ſollicited her with a great deal of obſtina- 
cy, but yet accompanied with very much reſpect 
and civility. And Hepheſtion ſeeing himſelf favour- 
' edin his paſſion by tht King, roſe to ſuch a pride, 
that he declared it openly, and' pretended in the 
fight of the whole world, to her whom he was not 
worthy to look upon without adorations, Syſigam- 
bis gave way to it through prudence, andreafon of 
State, yet Pariſaris could not forbear expreſling to 
Hepheſtion, how much that preſumption had offend- 
ed her ; butas henaturally was very eloquent, and 
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graceful in all his actions, he excuſed it ſo many | 


waycs,and alledged ſo many reaſons for his jultificatt- 
on,that ſhe was conitrained at firit to difſ.mble it, and 
a while after abſolutely to pardon him. But the teme- 
rity of his proceedins wrought ſuch a diſpleaſure in 
mezand ſuch an hatrcd again{t him,that from that time 
1 ſought an occaſion to quarrel with kim, without 
offending my Princeſſe, and without cxaſperating 
the King, who touk his part more ſtrongly ; but for 
which conſideration, / ſhould not have deſerted my 
reſentments. His thoughts were little different from 
mine, and his belief that / was an obſtacle to his 1n- 
tentions, and that / was in her favour at leat 
as much as he, kindled him with ſuch a rage 
againſt me, that he had much adoe to conceal 
It. 

 'Twas about that time that Prolomens, my dear- 
eſt friend, and one of the molt valiant and vertu- 
ous Princes in the world, fell in love with Aparza, 
Artabaſus his daughter, and Enmenes with Ar/i- 
zoe her ſitter, Prolomens diſcovered his paſſion 
to me with a creat deal of freedom, and obliged me 
in ſuch manner by the openneſs of his carriage, that 
I was con{trained to lay my heart naked to him, anJ 
truſt him witha thing 1 had ſo carefully hidden from 
all the reſt of mankind ; he gave me great conſolati- 
on, and offered himſelf to ſerve meazainit Hepheſts - 
0, in all encounters which that competition might 
produce between us. Within a ſhort time after, 
we departed from Szſa, but before we went a- 
way, I preſs'd my Princefſe with ſo much love, 
and diſcretion, that at laſt I drew this confeſſion 
from her mouth, That if thoſe perſons ro whom 
ber birth had givca the power over ber will, ſhould 
enjoyn her 'ro love me, ſhe would receive that 
command in wy favour, with lifſe diipleaſure , 
and more ſatisfaition, than for any other man liv- 
in 


This aſſurance produced, a joy in me, which it 


would be very hard forays to expreſs, and gave me 


all the comfort I could receive, for an abſence that 


was like to beof long continuance, I know not how | | 
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Hepheſtion was t1s'd by her, but'a while after out 


departure, being inthe Province of the Vxians, ht 
took the boldneſs to write to her, and to ſend his let- 


, ter with thoſe the King wrote to 5yſigambis, and to 


the Princeſs Srarira, by the Meſſengers that came 
from them to intercede in the behalf of Madates, I 
knew nothing of it at that time, but ſhortly after, be- 
ing.-at Perſepoizs, two or three dayes before it was 
ſet on fire, we being both in the Kings Palace, he 
paſſed by me looking upona Letter, and making a 
itop as it were to finith the reading of it, he brought 
it ſonear my eyes, that he gave me leiſure to obſerve 
Pariſatis*s hand, and the characters of her Letter ; 
and not ſatisfied with having given me that know- 
ledge, he let it fall at my feet, as by chance, and 
ſome of thoſe that were about us, ſtepping forward 
totake it up, Leave this honour tome alone, ( ſaid 
he with an inſuppurtable pride) all chat comes from 
my Princeſs, is ſo divine and ſacred, that onely He- 
pheſtion 2s worthy ro rouch ir. Though that ſaying 
offended all thoſe who had offered to do him that ſer- 
vice, his credit with the King kept them from reply- 
ing; but T had not the ſame conſideration, and my 
jealouſie laying before my eyes the advantage he 
had above me, and the belief that thoſe words were 
meant to none but me, I was not capable of thoſe 
arguments that ſwayed others, but without confider- 
ing the place where I was, I came a little nearer to 
him, and taking myatime as he roſe again, after he 
had taken up the Letter, and that to ſpite me the 
more he had kiitit, and ſtood folding it upagainbe- 
fore me ; | ſaid.in his ear with a rcaſonable loud voice, 
Hevke:tion 7s leſs worthy of that honour, than any 
boay eife. pa 

He changed colour hearins me ſay ſo, and turned 
briskly toward me; but as he was going to reply 
with as much ſharpneſs, as the place where we were 
would ſufter him to expreſs, all thoſe that had taken 
notice of our action, ſtept between us, and the King 
having heard of it, cameto us, and reproved us very 
ſeverely. When he had told us of our fault, « He- ' 
© pheſtion ( continued be )) I would have you to con- 
© ſider that Lyſiz-achrs 1s a Prince ; but alſo Lyſima- 
© chi, 1 would have you remember that I love He- 
pheſtion as my ſelf, ] know not what intereſt obliged 
* you to make him that Reply, but I do not mean 
<that you, nor any body in the world,” ſhall croſs 
© him in the deſign of ſerving Parzſarrs, ſince it is 1 
c that inſpire it into him, and will aſſiſt him in it againſt 
Call the world, | 

Theſe words went very near me, but the com- 
mand he laid upon us to embrace each other in his 
preſence, was but little more pleaſing tome; we 
obeyed him with much coldneſs, and though after- 
ward he commanded us to love one another, it was 
not poſſible for him to gain theſe proofs of our obedi- 
ence. In the mean time I was moſt ſenſibly afflicted, 
and the fight of Pariſaris's Letter, had wakened my 
jealouſie ſo violently, that it was impoſſible for me 
to talte any repoſe, my eyes were no longer cap- 
able offleep, and while others unwearicd themfelyes 
in their beds, from thoſe toils and labours which are 
inſeparable from the profcſſion of arms, I ſpent 
whole nights in mine. in the conſiderations of my mis- 
fortunes, and of the advantages which contrary to 
Pariſatis's promiſe, Hepheſt:on had viſibly obtained 
above me. © Muſt then (faidI ) the moit accom- 


£ pliſhed of all creatures, and ſhe upon whom the 
© Heavens have poured down all their graces, be ble- 
Z : miſhed 
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- © iſhed with that vice, which of all others 1- ſhould 
| ©[eaſt have ſuſpected her to be guilty of ? What rea- 
ſon, O fair, but changeable Par :iſaris ! What reaſon 
moved you to give me thoſe glorious hopes, where- 
Ewith | believed my paſſion too highly; recompenced, 
<if you had a deſign to favour another with them, 
© both tothe prejudice of my life, and of your own 
© promiſe ? What offence have I committed againit 
you ſince then, and what ſervice have you received 

- from Hepheſtion, that ſhould have obliged you, 
not onely in favour of himto change thoſe promiſes 
© you had made me, but alſo to grant him honours, to 
< which I never yet ſo much as pretended ? Ah! Ly- 
© fzachir, ( continuedT ) it is with juſtice the Hea- 
Evens chaitiſe thy preſumption, thou halt rais'd thy 
© thoughts to a Princeſs too divine for thy unworthi- 
neſs, and the Gods make uſe of 7epheſtion, not 
©to procure him a fortune which he merits no more 
© than thou, but to puniſh thee for thy fooliſh raſh- 
©nels, as they ſometimes have made uſe of thee to 
&<roſsa happineſs to which he undeſervedly hath pre- 
© tended. 

In theſe thoughts I paſs'd the night of the deſola- 
tion of Perſepol:s, and thus it was1 entertained my 
felf, while Alexander himſelf with a torch in his 
hand, ſet fire upon the faireſt Palace, and braveit 
City in the world. 2 | 

The King after he in the ruines of that ſtately 
Town, had left marks of his fury, and debauch, 
took the Field again, to proſecute Dar: to the ut- 
termoſt; andnot to hold you in the recital of things 
you know already, within a while after, we heard 
of the lamentable death of that great King and were 
witneſſes of the moſt pitful objcct that ever was be- 
held, You know the ſorrow Alexander expreſſed 
upon that occaſion, with how many tears he bewaiPd 
that death, and with what pomp he ſent the body to 
the Queen his Mother, and to the Princelles his 
Daughters, to render him the laft duties of burial, 1 
will onely tel] you that-my paſſion for the Princeſs 
Parifatis, and the confidration of that great Kings 
misfortunes, plunged me in ſo deep a ſorrow, that 
ofa long time | was not to be comforted, and that 
only love, and the deſire of ſeeing my Princeſs again, 
furniſhed me with ſtrength enough to wait upon the 
Kins in the journey he made to Sxſz, to viſit, and 
comfort them in their extreameft affliction. You 
know how he arrived there, how he was received 
by the Queens and Princefſes, how he te/tifhed unto 
them, the ſhare he bore in their ſorrow for that loſſe, 
and what uſage he found from the Princeſs Srariya, 
when after the-freſh occaſions ſhe had to hate him, he 
would needs renew the diſcourſes of his paſſion. [1 
will onely tell you what concerns my ſelf, and let 
you know that I was ſo deeply afflicted, both with 
my Princefles ſorrow, and that which my own jea- 
loufie caus'd in me, thatT had no difficulty to accom- 

modate my counrenance to the grief which appeared 
in thoſe fair deſolate Ladies. After that the firſt 
dayes of the greateit mourning were expired, and 
that they were capable of other entertainment than 
that of graves, I addreſſed my ſelf to Princeſs Pari- 
fats, and fell again into my old path, notwithſtand- 
ing all the King had ſaid, who as I have told you, had 
forbidden me to croſs Hephe&iops defign ; but I not 
onely deſpiſed that command, but ſhould have diſ- 
obeyed the Gods themſelves, if they had required 

any proofs of that nature from my obedience, I 

found no alteration in my Princeſſes humour, more 
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than what her laſt loſs had cauſed, and though ſhey, 
ceiv'd me not with ſo lively a countenance as before 
it was not the more fevezre for being more dejedte 
[ did not ill accompany her ſadneſs, andI expreſy 
mine to her ſo many wayes, that two dayes befy, 
our departure, being alone with her, ſhe asked 
the reaſon of my trouble ; and ſecing that I fixt 
ſight upon the ground, an4 anſwered her onely wig 
a ſigh, ſhe prayed me a ſecond time to tell it he 
With that I lift up mine eyes, and having lookedy 
on her a while without ſpeaking, © Madam, ( aq 
© zt lat) my paſſion for you cannot be equalledhy 
© by the reſpect that accompanies it ; as alfo th 
© preatnefſe of my reſpe& to you, cannot be con 
« pared but unto that of my paſiton : It is that reſpeg 
* Madam, which keeps me in that perfect reſignation] 
© wherewith I have laid my life, and all my though 
*at your fect, and tis that reſpect, and that reſign. 
©tion which make me ſuffer in Glence, and withoy 
*murmuring receive all tnoſe uſages that can ope 
*mea paſſage to my Grave, as from my Sovereigy 
and from her that cannot erre in her carriages. 
© wards me : For proof I proteit unto you, that iſ 
* you had not impoſed your command upon me, yo 
*ſhould never have learn'd that from my mount, 
© which you diſcovered in my face, over which 
© have not had the ſame power. I will tell you there. 
* fore; {ince you enioyn meto it, that after the par. 
* don you had granted to my fault, and the goodne 
© you expreſlcd in tolerating its continuance, Thai 
© baniſhed that deſpair out of my minde, whichbhe. 
© gan to ſettle it ſelf there, and eſteemed my ſelf mo} 
© happy in thofe limits you had given unto my hope, 
©cnd inthe promiſe you had made me, never to grati 
my rival any advantage over me; I ccnfefle ths 
© hope had begot a pride in me, but FHephrſtions w 
© nity quickly caſt it down, and his ſhewins us you 
Letter, made thoſe fair hopes quickly vaniſh, whid 
*I had vnjuitly conceived, but yet not without you 
* permiſſion : I confeſs to you, Madam, this chang 
* of my fortnne has touch'd me ſo nearly, thatI han 
©not courage enough to bear it ; and though pet 
© chance I have enough to diſpute for you with Ht 
© pheſtion, to the laſt moment of my life, 1 have nd 
© any that 3 proof againſt the Declaration you make 
<1n favour of him; 1 do not at all urge the promik 
<you made me, there 15 no engagement of a Sove- 
©rcignto his Subjects, and I have no right to exadt 
*that from you, which you were pleas'd to grant me 
© out of meer mercy. | 
| ended theſe words with the ſame confuſion 1 had 
ſhewed at the beginning of my diſcourſe, and the 
Princeſs after ſhe kad hearkened patiently to me, re 
plyed without being moved, *© it is true, Ly/#machu 
© I have in favour of you takena liberty to do whatl 
© might well rave forborn ; but what fault ſoever! 
©committed, I forgot not thoſe reſervations it wis 
© neceſſary for me to adde, and I remember ] oftet 
© repreſented to you, with what dependance I amty: 
<cdto the will of thoſe perſons to whom my birth 
© hath ſubmitted me, and my own intention nevert0 
© ſwerve from it while I live. This ſufficeth for mY 
c juſtification, and as you have learn'd that I re »ned 
©an Anſwer to Hepheſtions Letter, you ſhall !cat$ 
© alſo when you pleaſe, that I did it by the Queens x 
© preſs command, and that if I can be b{-r:--4 in that 
© aQtion,”tis onely for the refiftance I ſ1-we'tl in obey 
< ing her, both through the rep!gnance 1 found 
© my ſelf, and perhaps through your — 
cY /1th- 
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« Without her abſolute ora, 
<5 have recciv'd his letter, 


order, I would not ſo much 

but ſhe was ſolicited by 

ntreaties, to which = —_ _ 
cbingin the freſh obligation ſhe had to him, an 
Nngge er condition of our affairs. Behold 
« what1 believe due to your ſatisfaction ; and for 
© mine own 1 will tell you, that you ought notto think 
<it range hereafter, if 1 obey the onely perſon to 
© whom the Gods have left any lawtull power over 
«me; andal:hough I eiteem you at leaicas much as 
« Hejheſtion, and that perchance in my inclination 
you have ſome advantage above him, be certain 
« thatas long as TI live, | will follow onely thoſe mo- 
« tions the Queen ſhall give me. 

It would be hard for me to repreſetit unto you 
the different effects this diſcourſe produced inme ; 
on the one fide, the care my Princeſs took to jultihe 
her ſelf to me, and the preferring of me before He- 
pheſtion, by her own confeſſion, did cxtreamly joy 
me ; but the proteſtation ſhe mace, to regulate her 
will, totally by that of Sy/ſ#zambis, which I knew to be 
for Hepheſtion rather then for me, overwhelmed me 
in a mortal ſorrow. Theſe two paſſions wrought 
each its effect, but they were ſo contuſed at that time, 
that they hindred one another from breaking forth in 
my Princeſſes preſence. I made as ſhort a reflection 
upon them as poſſibly I could, and as ſoon asI was 
come to my ſelfagain, lifting up my head, and look- 
ing upon my Prir.ceſs with a lanzuifhing counten- 
ance; *Madam, ( ſaid 1 ) 1 donot deſerve the care 
<you vouchſafe to take for my fatisfaction, neither 
© was it indeed to complain of you, nor to demand 
© reparation, but onely tv obey you, that I made 
© this confeſſhon of my misfortune. - It the will of 
© Syſrgambis alone, eſtabliſh Fepheſiions happineſs, 
(] ſhall bear it with more patience, then if it came 
© from your own inclination, and the favours I ſhall 
©receive purcly from your ſelf, will be much more 
© dear, and much more conſiderable to me, then 
© thoſe to which others ſhall contribute ; but this I 

know, that from what hand ſoever my unhappineſs 

©comes, I ſhall never be able to end my hopes but 
© with my dayes, nor ſuffer the loſs of them but with 
©that of my life. I doubt_ not Hut the favour of Alex- 
© ander gives thoſe advantages to Hepheſiion, which 
*my birth ought to give me above him; nor dol 
© doubt but that conſideration makes the Queen de- 
*clare for him, and by her authority dettroy all 
* my hopes, but if my miſery be inevitable, the hap- 
©pineſs of others is not very cettain, and fince I have 
©had the courage to ſerve you, I ſhall alfo have ſo 
* much as never to give over that defign, but with 
the laſt drop of my blood. 

I brought forth theſe words with ſo fad a tone, 
that ſhe was touch'd with compaſſion, and would 
perchance have given me farther marks of it, if we 
had not been interrupted by Hepheſtion, who en- 
tring into the Chamber, came and took his place on 
the other ſide of the Princeſs. That troubling of our 
converſation redoubled my hatred of him, and dur- 
Ing the ſtay we made yet at Sſz, we thwarted one 
another as much as poſhbly we could. I could en- 
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tertain my Princeſſe in particular, but once more be- 
fore our departure, and then I conjured her, with the 
molt ardent prayers my paſſion could invent to grant 
me the favour Hepheſtzon had obtained already, and 
to be pleas'd, that ſince he had gotten that advantage 
of me in an abſence which was But ſhort, I might 
be permitted during an abſence which was to be a 
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| mouth by ſaying, that it was only by Syſigambis*s 


I 


command, ſhe had received Hepheſtions Letter, and 
that 1f I could obtain the ſame permiſſion of her, ſhe 
would ſhow no difliculty on her part. 

I ſaw well enough that anſwer was a refuſal of 
what I delired, but being within the rules ſhe had 
eſtabliſhed to her ſelf, and wherewith I had promi- 
ſed to be contented, Thad nothing to reply againſt 
it. I doubted not but that the Queen, and many 
others had already perceived, or at leaſt ſuſpected 
my intention, but I would not hazard my ſelf to beg 
that favour, from her who already declared her ſelf 
for my rival. 7 teſtified my ſorrow by the ſade 
words 7 could invent, and took my leave of her, 
without being able to obtain any thing elſe. 

We departed from Suſa, as you have heard, and 
the King having left the Ladies in that City in perfect 
liberty, went to joyn with his Army again upon the 
way toward Parihia, You may well exempt me 
from relating all our Voyages, and all Alexanders 
victories, you have learn'd a good part of them al- 
ready, and that diſcourſe would require many whole 
days,befides they contain nothing particularly of my 
ſelf, but the wounds I receiv'd in ſeveral encounters, 
and the diſquiets my love made me ſuffer. I will 
onely tell you, that we entred into Hyrcania, and 
that having ſubdued that Province in a few days, we 
marched againit the AZardes, whom we conquered 
with the ſame facility, | 

After them we tamed the AgriaFes, and the Ar- 
rachoſzans, and aftcr the takins of the City of the 
A7amacenes, we made war againſt ſome Provinces 
which draw their original from the Scythians, and 
live whoky according to their manners, though they 
are not under the dominion of the King your Father. 
After that we paſs'd the Tanars, and entred into the 
Territories of the Zogdians, where the King proſe- 
cuted his Conqueſts with the ſame ſucceſs, and hav- 
ing made himſelf Maſter of that Countrey, he ad- 


 vanced into Baltria, where he defeated the difloyal 


Beſſus, and ſettled that great Province under his 0- 
bedience, It was in thoſe Countries his manners 
were corrupted, and that among delights he loſt all 
that he had left of the Grecian diſcipline, Then it 
was he began to ſpend whole dayes, and nights in 
debauches, and diffoluteneſs, and that he exaRted 
adorations from his followers, which alienated fome 
of their hearts, and exaſperated him ſo far againſt his 
beſt friends, that by their deaths he gave moſt fatal 
teſtimonies of thealteration of his nature. He canſ- 
ed the unfortunate Phzilotas, to end his life in tor- 
ments, made the great and renowned Parmento, to 
whom he owed a good part of his Conqueſts to ſuf- 
fer death by the hand of Cleaxder, and with his own 
Filled Clirzs, one of his moſt neceſſary and moſt 
faithful friends. True it is, that Phzlotas and his fa- 
ther were ſuſpected of a confpiracy againlt his per- 
ſon, and that Cl:r#s by his inſolent werds, drew the 
Kings anger upon him; but inthe death of the in- 


| nocent, and/ vertuous Calſthenes, my old Tutor, 
' whole intereſts were like to have buried me in his 


ruines,he ſhowed marks of the greateit crnelty,. and 
of the moſt blameable ambition that ever was, T he 
vertue of that great man, which could not be ſway- 


ed to thoſe bafe 'adorations, which he ſaw part of- 


the Macedonians ſtoop to, did ſo animate that Prince * 
jealous of his glory, that he commanded that learn- 
ed Philoſopher to be put in irons, and accuſing him 
for having medled inthe conſpiracy of Z/ermotiire, 

460 very 
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very long one, to write to her, andby that only com- 
fort ſweeten the rigours of ſo cruel aſeparation : ſhe 
was not offended at that requeſt, but ihe ſtopt my 
he caus'd his noſe, lips, and earsto be cut oft, and 
ſhutting him up in a Cage, refuſed him even 
death it ſelf, for a concluſion of his miſeries. I could 
not ſuffer the deplorable condition both of ſo vertu- 
ous a perſon, and one to whom | was infinitely o- 
bliged, without ſhowing ſome marks of compaſſion, 
which were like to have been my deſtruction, I vi- 
ſited him in priſon, and having with tears ( which 
that pitiful o5ject made me ſhed in abundance) offe- 


red him all the ſervices I could do him in his misfor- - 


tune, and which he was ina condition to hope for ; 
he deſired me to help him to poiſon, but he defired 
it with ſuch urging prayers, that I could not refuſe 
him ſo cruel a mercy., and yet the onely one he could 
with reaſon wiſh, inthe woful eſtate to which he was 
reduced. I ſent him that fatal preſent ſecretly, and 
with it the means of ending by one death alone, the 
miſeries of many others, to which he was inhumane- 
ly deſtined. The King having been advertiſed of 
it, was kindled with ſo great a fury againit me, that 
he commanded my perſon to be ſeized on, and in 
the firſt motions of his wrath, was ready to make 
me feel the moiſt harſh, and cruel uſage his reſent- 
ment cou'd ſuggeſt but in the end he remembred [ 
was a Prince. and the conſideration of the alliance 
that tyed us together, aſſwaged part of his anger, 
and ſaved my life, againit which he had already pro- 
nounced the ſentence of death. He cauſed me to be 
ſet at liberty, but with the moſt bloody threats, his 
\ diſpleaſure could bring forth, and a proteſtation, 
never to have regard any more to my quality, if e- 
ver I was ſo infolent, or ſo unfortune as to croſs him 
in his intentions. True itis, that beſides that cauſe 
of complaint the manner of my carriage toward 
Hepbeſtron, had given him many others; he had of- 
ten commanded me to be his friend, and had found 
me ſo little diſpoſed to obey him, that he was there- 
by infinitely exaſperated againſt me, we never ſpoke 
to, nor never ſaluted one another, and in a quar- 
rel he had with: Crarerws, Toffered my ſelf unto his 
enemy, and preſſed him with ſo much earncſtneſs to 
accept my ſervice, that all the world ſaw eaſily, it 
was rather my hatred to HepheS#0n, then my friend- 
ſhipto Craterws, that made me embrace his intereſts 
with ſo much affeftion. In the mean time I was tor- 
mented by my paſſion with ſuch violence, that ab- 
ſence in which other ſouls find remedy and eaſe, 
ſeemed to have produced a contrary effect in mine. 
In all occaſions where Alexander fought, (in which 
I may ſay without vanity, I was not the laſt) the 
image of Paraſatis was always preſent to my memo- 
ry, evenin the midſt of diſorder,blood and confuſion ; 
and all the moſt diſmal and moſt dangerous objects, 
could never put her out of it for a moment. 1 diſ- 
courſed- of her only with Prolemens, and the near 
confidence we had in one another, ſuftered me to de- 
clare my moſt ſecret thoughts to him alone. We 
were at /{aracauda, when I told him the trouble it 
was to me, that I could not write to Par:ſats, not 
having been able at my coming away, to obtain that 
permiſſion, which I had begged of her. Prolemers 
thought a while upon what | ſaid, and being ſenſible 
of the ſadneſs which he found in my words and coun- 
tcnance, after he had conſidercd a little, Dear Bre- 
tber (ſaid he) the Gods do without doubt inſpire me a 


wtans for your ſatisfattion, and if you approve of | 
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Part. It, 
what I ſhall propoſe to you, 1 beleive you may get 
Lerters conveyed to Pariſatis. by | 

I embraced him dearly at that Propoſition, aq 
beſeeching him moſt earneſtly to diſcover what he 
knew toward my happineſs ; © The gods and m 
© g00d fortune (continued he) have been pleas'd, thy 
<in ſpite of the obſtacles 7have met withal, andy 
< the difficulties / have overcome, / by the greatnek 
© of my love, and by my ſervices, have won the þ, 
*vour of Apamia, 2s you have heard already from 
*me: That Princeſs is as dear to Pariſatss, as her 
* filter Barſina 1s to Sratira, and I believe that of al 
© the Ladies near her perſon, there is not any hath; 
© more free acceſs to her ; ſhe truſts her with her 
© moſt ſecret thoughts, and prefers her viſibly he 


* forcall thoſe ſhe loves. Jamvain enough topro. ” 


* miſe my ſelf, that 'out of her friendſhip to me, 


* and her eſteem of you, ſhe will not avoid the occy. 2 


* {ion of doing you good offices, and that if you truſ 
*aletter to her, ſhe will not onely deliver it to Par; 
© /atts, but will alſo make her well ſatisfied with her 
<liberty, and pardon yours; ſhe hath a great deal 
© dexterity, a great deal of freedom, and a great 
© deal of power with Pariſarzss, To morrow 1 will 


© diſpatch Lycaſtes the moſt faithful and underſtand. Þ 
<ing of all my ſervants, with Letters to her, if you 
© ſend any one of yours along with him, to bring 


© you back word what ſhe hath done for you. 7af. 


© ſure my ſelf you will receive ſatisfaction from her; |®# 
and 7 will beſecch her ſoardently to ſerve you, that = 


© my prayers ſhall not be unprofitable. 


I accepted Prolomews his offer with much joy, and 
though I was in a continuai fear of diſpleaſing my 
Princeſs, I paſſed it over at that time, and r Jo, 7A 
my ſelf upon .Jpamia's diſcretion, that ſhe would & 
not give her my Letter without ſuch precaution as 
was neceſſary, Tin the end reſolved to write to her; 


and with that intention having left Pro'omere, that 
he might have Jeaſure to think of this diſpatch, [ 
went away to do the like, and after having long be- 
thought my ſelf of words to ſweeten the fault I com- 
mitted in uſurping a favour, which had not been gran- 
ted me, I atlaſt wrote her intheſe tearms, 


Lyſimachus to the Princeſs Pariſatis. 


Madam, | 
T the Pueens permiſcion had been neceſſary 


for the liberty I take, I ſhould have fol-| 


lowed your Orders with a moſt perfe@ obedi- 
ence 3 but not addreſsing theſe lines, without 
the mediation of one that is dear to you,eithet 
her conſideration will make you pardon my 


fault, or her diſcretion will keep it from your 


knowledge. Tf theſe words have the happt- 


neſſes toemploy your eyes for ſome few moments, 


they will recal into your memory the image of 


the moſt faithful of all men living, and the 


remembrance of thoſe glorious hopes, to which Þ 
you have given me leave to raiſe my thoughts. Þ 


IWere T but dear enongh tothe gods to hope you 
had ſtill conſerv'd the Tdea.of him who adores 
you with all the reſpe@T we owe to them, 1 ſhould 


ſuffer the rigours of this cruel abſence with# ; 


conrage 
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hich begins to forſake me with my 
ho __ -' ſbould jw fight to obtain glory, 
wheres now IT doit onely to ſeek a death, to 
which my miſeries make merumn, as to the one- 
bly remedy not forbidden me. But if my un- 
| happineſs be as great as 9 temerity, and if the 
| 7dea of this unfortunate 747, be either trou- 
| bleſome to yolt, Or be ſlipt out of your remem- 
| Lrance, he will without forrow lay down a life, 
| which be cannot keep without hope, and will 
3 dye without any other grief, then that of de- 
c priving you thereby, of the m0ſt. zealous, and 
© moſt faithful of all thoſe that ever adored you. 


E This was what I wrote unto my Princeſs at that 
E time, and having given it to Prolomems, he ſhowed 
me anote he had written in my favour to Apama, 
Z which he folded upin his Letter with mine, I think 
E the words of it were theſe, or to this purpoſe, 


Ptolomens to the Princels 
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: h Lyſimachus his ſafety were not mnch dear- 
= L er to me then my own, I ſhould not demand 
£ proofs of my Princeſſes friendſhip, of the na- 
= znre of thoſe T now deſire ; I put my life with 
= that of this dear friend into her hands, and 
= am encouraged by her goodneſs to hope ſhe will 
= have ſome care of their conſervation 5 ſhe 
E hath all power with the Princeſs Pariſatis, and 

| if I bave any with ber, IT conjure her to get 
ber to receive Lyſimachus his Letter, and to 
8 do ſomething more ( if it be poſsible) for his 
| ſatisfaFion : T ſhall take this favour as the 
| greateſt I can receive from her, next to that of 


| ber friendſhip. 


{ Whenwe had ſealed. our Letter, Prolomers ſent 
g away Lycaſies, andI cauſed himto be accompani- 
cd by my Eſquire Cleantes, in whom 1 had moſt con- 
fidence of any man about me, and whoſe fidelity I 

& had made tryal of in many encounters. We gave 
them charge to make all the haſte they could, with 
order to come back to us into the Countrey of the 
Sacans, Whither the King was preparing to enter. 
We went from Maracauda ſome few dayes after, 


and croſs'd the Xenippa, where we defeated certain | 


{ Troops that weredrawn together to hinder our paſ- 

ſage, and from thence we came into the Province of 
| Nawa., That Countrey by the mediation of Prince 

Oxyartes, put it ſelf into the Kings hands, and from 
# thence he marched againſt the Sacans ; but Prince 
8 Cobortanus, Roxana's Father, who w2s Governor 
of that Province, came to meet him, and receiving 
bimas his King, made very magnificent entries for 
us, throughall the Towns of his Government, and 
without drawing ſword ſubmitted to him, all the 
Countrey under his obedience. You have heard 
how courteouſly the King uſed him, and moreover 


* 
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how it was there hefellin love with that crafty wo- 
man, and accompliſhed that marriage which was 
diſapproved by all his friends, and which had caus'd 
us ſo many misfortunes, and ſo much ſorrow. 

The whole Court was taken up with the pompof 
that fatal marriage, and Roxana was in the higheſt 
pitch her ambition had ever made her aimat, when 
Prolomers his Eſquire, and mine return'd from Suſa, 
Prolemers by his, receiveda Letter from Apamia, 
but mine came back empty handed. I began to be 
afflicted at my misfortune, and to expreſs my grief 
for a thing, which nevertheleſs ] was prepared for 
before, when Prolomens found a little note inhis Let- 
ter, which we believed contained an anſwer of the 
Commiſhon he had given unto Apamia ; he read her 
Letter, the words whereof I do not remembet, be- 
ſlides the recital of them is no way: important to that 
of my life ; and after that we open'd the note in 
which we found theſe words. 


The Princeſs Apamia, to Prince 
Ptolomens, 


| 5's by the ſucceſs, with what care T have 
I laboured for your friends intereſts, Pari- 
ſatis's mind is not eaſily to be managed, but I 
have ſo perſecuted her, that without doubt I 
have drawn more from ber then you expe&ed ; 
do accuſe me if you be not both ſatisfied, and 
believe T will loſe no occaſions of doing your © 
friend all the good offices he can hope for, from 
4 perſon who hath a moſt particular eſteem of 


his merit. 


A little below theſe lines we ſaw others, which we 
inſtantly knew to be my Princeſſes hand, and caſting 
my eyes upon them with incredible tranſports, Pto- 
lomew and I read theſe words, 


Apamia 7s the moſt troubleſome creature it 
the world ; ſhe is not contented with having 
made me receive Lyſimachus his Letter, but 
will alſo make me aſſure him my ſelf, that 7 
have not forgotten him, and T am willing to 
give her that. teſtimony of my friendſhip to 
her, and Lyſimachus that - of my eſteem of 
hint, 


I read theſe words over a thouſand times, and 
kiſs'd the Letters as often, with ſuch exceſs of joy, 
aSI amnot able to repreſent. See what my condition 
was, andin what manner I acknowledged the me- 
rit of that Princeſs, and the price of her favours, 
ſince after a ſervice of many years. I was ſo over- 
joyed to receive words which ſcarce ſurpaſſed the li- 
mits of ordinary civility ; and yet it is moſt true, that 
perhaps never lover welcomed the favours he had 
moſt ardently defired, with greater raptures of con- 
tentment, then ſhowed at theſe ſlight marks of my 
Princeſſes remembrance, 


[ would 
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I would, not: ſtop. at ſo happy beginnings, but 
making uſc. of the ſame conveniency, and of Apa- 
m#a's goodneſs, who afſifted me with ſo much free- 
dom, I wrote to her many times during the reſt of 
our Voyage, and was us'd by her with that equa- 
lity which / haveever found in her moderate humour. 
Within a few daycs after, Craterus and / were 
ſent with a flying Camp againſt Hauſftenes and Care- 
nes, the moit infolent Barbarians that ever were, 
and who yet refuſed the yoke to which all .4/za had 
ſubmitted, We defeated them in a pitch'd Battle, 
and Catenes being kill'd by my hand, and AJauſte- 
nes taken priſoner, the King found nothing more to 
do in that Countrey, but prepared himſelf for his 
marci into the Izdies, It was at that time that 
the misfortunes of the Philoſopher Call:/thenes, 
and mine alſo happened, as I have told you already, 
and although I ſtood then upon very ill tearms in the 
Kings opinion, yet would I not fail to attend him 
through honour in that expedition, as the moſt dan- 
gerous of all thoſe he had ever undertaken. You have 
heard the ſucceſſe of that famous Voyage, how we 
entred into the /zd:es, the Towns we itormed, the 
Battels we gave,and the notableV iCtory the King ob- 
tained of Porzus, to whom he gcnerouſly reſtorcd his 
Kingdom. 

From thence we went into the Countrey of the So- 
ph:tes, took the City of the Oxydrakes, by afſault, 
where the King with ſo great danger of his perſon, 
ſhewed ſo many proofs of an admirable valour ; we 
pals'd the Gedroſia, and over-ran all the Jndres with 
the ſucceſs that accompanied the King 1n all his ex- 
peditions. Why ſhoul41 Keep you longer in a ſu- 
perfluous relation ? /n ſhort, after having done many 
things that ſurpaſs belief, and made the bounds of 
his Empire almoſt as vaſt as thoſe of the whole Earth 
the King with his Triumphant Army took his way 
towardS#/a,and arrived there two years after his de- 
parture from thence. I have told you ſuccintly what 
paſs'd in many years, but I will recount the more 
important accidents of my life, ſomething more at 
large, and the recital of them will without doubt be 
leſs tedious to you. You heard from Tyre the 
Kings reception into that Town, after what manner 
he carried himſelf tothe Princeſſes, and how by the 
ſight of Sratira, he grew more inflamed then ever, in 
that love, which the rigorous uſage of that Princeſs, 
a two years abſence, the great employments he had, 
and the charms, or rather the artifices of wicked 
Roxana, had almoſt extinguiſhed ; you know how 
he fell to ſerve her more ardently than before, and 
how that courageous Princeſs continued a long time 
the proſecution of her former rigour, and generouſly 
diſdain'd that authority which the chance of war,and 
the misfortunes of her family had given him over 
her.. I will not tell you how I was received by the 
Princeſs Pariſatis, 1 found her the very ſame, and 
that moderation I had alwayes obſerved in her, 
from the birth of my affection, had not forſaken her, 
nor never parted from, her ſo long as the gods were. 
pleas'd to cohtinue her among mortals: Certain it 
1s, I never ſaw ſo great a firmneſs and ſolidity in a 
mind, nor did [ ever ſee her waver in any reſolution 
her duty made her take, 

Yet I may ſay without vanity, that at my arri-. 
val, ſhe went a little beyond the bounds of that e- 
ſteem, within which ſhe ſeemed to have limited my 
pretenſions,* and that if ſhe did not expreſs ſome 
love to me, ſhe atleaſt ſhowed me marks of a great 
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deal of good will : I recciv'd them as the Soverg; 
felicity, to which I had ever raiſed my thoughts, yj 
began to hope for the moſt advantageous change ; 
my fortune, that I had ever propoſed unto my { 


P art. 1} 


I return'd thanks to the Princeſs Aparia, anſyy 
able to the greatneſs of my obligations, and fo 
her ſo diſpoſed to the continuance of her good offcy 
that I abuſed her goodneſs oftentimes, to enterty 
my Princeſs at her lodgings out of HepheRjy, 
preſence, And truly I was not ſo unfortunate, hy 
that by the length and diligence of my ſervices | 
gain'd all that could be pretended to, from a perky 
of her humour, and likewiſe hopes of being pref, 
red before Hepheſiion, if it depended abſolutch 
upon her own choice ; but how great aſſurances jg 
ever I received of her favour, I could never perfwii 
her to make any reſiſtance againit the will of $;; 
gambis, nor ever to follow any other Laws whi 
ſhe lived, than thoſe ſhe ſhould preſcribe her. Th; 
was my misfortune, and my utter ruine, and m 
Rival fortified by the King aſſiſtance, employed h; 
interceſſion fo powerfully to Sy/igambis, that thy 
ambitious Queen, finding greater advantages y 
matching her daughter to Hepheftion, who had y 
abſolute power with Alexander, took his parts 
penly, and declared her intentions publickly, $: 
commanded the Princeſs her daughter to receiveti 
ſervices, as from one whom ſhe deſtined for he 
husband, and whoſe alliance the change of their a 
dition made them to accept with joy, as that 
Prince, who by the favour of the greateſt manupa 
earth, was at that time the ſecond perſon in tk 
world - I heard from Aparia the firſt news d 
the misfortune I had ever feared, ſhe was willingy 
flatter me, by the relation ſhe made of the gril 
th's command had wrought in Par:ſatis ; but I wi 
eafily undeceiv'd ; and judg'd with probabil:ty, tld 
albeit ſhe inclined to my fide, the graceful faſhion d 
my Rival, his valour, and the other good qualiti 
he poſſeL'd very advantageouſly, would quick 
comtort her, though ſhe perhaps had receiv'd thi 
command with ſome cifpleaſure. 1 nevertheleſs be 
ſeeched Aparz:a, to help me to the means of enter 
taining her with more liberty, than I ſhould har 
from thenceforward atthe Palace, and Pariſatis wi 
content to give Ap.1-472 that proof of her friend{hy, 
and me that recompence of the ſervices 7 kad done 
her, ſince my ill fate forbad me to hope for a greate 
one. 

I had the happineſs to ſec her at that Princeſs 
Chamber, and having cait my ſelf at her feet, 1 
all that a moſt violent paſſion could put into the 
mouth of a deſpairing man ; I ſpared neither words 
nor tears to move her,. but though 7 itirr'd up ſome 
pity in her, and that 7 found her touch'd with 6 
mach tenderneſs and compuſſion, it was impoſſible 
for me to make her change her reſolution, or drav 
her inthe leaſt. manner from'the tearms of that obe- 
dience, to which ſhe had ſubmitted her ſelf. 1 
not diſavow, Lyſimachus, (ſaid ſhe ) but that you 
ſervices full of re$i& and diſcretion, have really 
wrought in me ſome good will toward you, and I grit 


you proofs of it, which you cannot but achnow'edge; if Þ 
you have not chang'd your humour ;, yet neither ca 


you deny but that through the whole courſe of your «f- 


felticn, and in all the aſſurances I have given yo uf 
my eſteem, I have uſed all thoſe precautions that 
wight free me from youreproathes : I cffeern you ve! 


much, and if yon force we to ſay more, I bear a got 
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will toward |) 


which 1 never bore to any other body in the world ; 


but [ have not ſo {frong #t affetion to you, as to make 
me forget whar [ owe unto 7) ſelf, and ro _ 
faults that wotld wound my repnrarion, ana 0 4 
mortall injury t9 that ullnſftrions blood whence I an 
ed, 
| _ — (ſaid 7, interrupting her) /demand no 
c proofs of you, that can offend the ſeveret vertue, 
« 7 do not require that you ſhould openly oppoſe the 
© Queens will, nor that in ſpite of her commands, you 
© ſhould tye your ſelf to the fortune of a miſcrable 
© man; but what wreng ſhall you do your {elt, or 
your birth, or your reputation, though you ſhould 
take the pains to repreſent unto her the fincerity of 
| my affection, and though you thould let her know, 
01 could receive a command in my favour, with 
| more ſatisfaction, than one to the advantage of 
E my Rival; ſhe wiil not accuſe you of meanneſs of 
| ſpirit, nor will ſhe think it firange you ſhould be 
© pleas'd with the [erVICES of Ly{cmachus, ſince ſhe 
 <{ffors and furthers the ſuit of ZZepheſtrorr, who bate 
the Kings favour, cannot boait of any advantage 
| ©over-Mme. ; 
Lyſimacius, (replyed the Princefſe) never deſire 
| thoſe things of me, which I neither onght, nor will e- 
| wer be of an humourt o grant you; I value Hepeitton 
| very much, 1 at oblized 19 him for the ſervices be 
has doze me, and I have no averſron to his perſon, but 
; notwithſtanding this acclaration, which I make to 
| you with truth, if you can pcrſwade the Queen to ah 
m2 my inclinations, .and to leave it to my own diſpa- 
8 fine woether I will makg Cooice of Hepheition or of 
your felf,, I pretejt to you it ſnall acver be but in your 
| favour, Brhild the preatcit you car ever hape for 
from me, and I vcfeech you to deſire no twore. 
This was all 7 could obtain of her, and retiring 
| a little from me, ſhe left me in a mortal affliction, ac- 
companied with an unprofitable conſolation. /n 
former times 7 ſhould have received ſuch a diſconrſe, 
with tranſports of joy, but then my misfortune was 
too near, and effects were too neceſſiry for me to 
be ſatisfied with words alone ;, it was not enough that 
ſhe wiſh'd, it was requiſite to do ſomething in my 
favour, and / was no longer in a condition to be ſatis- 
hel with fruitleſs deſires. /pait all the night after, 
in thoughts full of irrefolution, and in confiderations 
of my misfortune, which were like to have ſent me 
to my grave: Al; my defigns ended in the death of 
Hepizejiion ; but before 1 came to that extremity, 
wich was indeed a way to my revenge, . but not to 
the freepoſſefſion of my Prin:eſſe, I reſolv'd to try 
the means 7 had yet left, and uſe ſome endeavours to 
turn Sy/iga=bis to my fide ; 7 ſxw but little poſſibility 
mit, but I would not neglect any thins that could 
ſerve for my preſervation. I conld not enter-- 
tain her in particular, all the day following ; but 
| thenext after, h2arins ſhe was alone inher Cloſet, 
Idefired admittance, which was very civilly granted 
A: 
Asſoonas I was alone with her, I fell dawn upon 
my knee, and notwithſtanding all ſhe did to make me 
rife, I continued {till in that poſture, and ſpoke to 
cron this manner - Jt us no longer time, Aadam, 
to 45R you pardon of a fault, for which 1 ſee my ſelf 
ſeverely puniſhed," and for which 1 have aiready ſuf- 
fered all the pains that could be due to the blackeſt 
crimes, Thaveveen infinitely to blame, for having 
raiſed ny thoughts unto the Princeſs Pariſatis, who. 
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cannot be worthily ſerv, but by the greateſt K ing in 
the world; but "tis a fault which certasnly ſhe harh 
forced me ro commit, and avain#t which I have made 
all rhe reſiſtance, a juſt knowledoe of my own'deme- 
rir could snſpire. 1 have done amiſſe, tn having with- 
out your conſent, ſeru'd her who draws her birth 
from you, and all whoſe intentions are governed wholly 
by yours ; but that ſame knowledce which made me de- 
fend my ſelf long avainſt her charms, kept me from 
acclaring to you ſuch ambitions deſigns, and would 
ſtill rye up my tongue, if the fortune of my Rival did 
not authorize mypreſumption. Since you ſuffer He- 
pheltions pretenſions, 1 may without offending you, 
makg confeſſion of wine, and take the boldneſs to de- 
tare my love, from the allowance you afford to his, 
Toengh fortune or his deſerts have given bum the fa- 
veur of a Kin?, the Heavens have made me to be born 
with ſome advantage above him, and I am of a blood 
to which he thinks it an honour to be allied m a very 
remote deoree., I lay theſe things before your eyes, 
oncly to obtain pardon for a favlr which you have par- 
donedin him, and not to draw from your Majeſty a 
conſent to ry heppineſſe, which T can neither bope for 
by my birth nor merit :T is onely my paſſion;the pureſt, 
and moſt perfett that ever was, that intercedes to you 
now tn favour of me, "tis tat which makes me embrace 
your knees, and beg a life of you, which I will not 
keep but for the ſervice of your family; be pleaſed to 
faffer me to ſerve Pariſatis with the ſame hopes that 
Hepne!tion derb, and incline onely to him who of us 
two ſoail mube hit ſelf moſt conſider able by bis ſervices, 
or wo by his adorations ſhall oblige rhe Princeſſe to 
favour him with 27 choice 5 it is a mercy full of ju- 
flice which I beo of you, and which 1 conjure you 
to grant m2 by ihe memory of Darius, and by all 
that you ackzowled're to be moſt haly, and moſt vene- 
rave, 

I ended in this manner, kiſſing the hem of her gar- 
ment, and embracing her knees, with actions which 
mollified her without doubt, and made ane diſcover 
fome marks of compaſſion in her face. But after 
having patiently heard me, and .made yet fome at- 
tempts to raiſe me up, ſhe replyed in theſe words, 
< The Gods are my. witneſſes, Lyſimachus, that 
© your perſon is very confiderable to me,, and that 
© your Diſcourſe has touch'd me very ſenſibly ; I 
© knoxy the greatneſs of your birth, and am acquaint- 
©ed with the merit of your perſon, both of them 
*cive me jult inclinations for you, and make me ac- 
© count my Daughters happy, to. find in their misfor- 
tunes, and in the ruine of our,Family, that ſuch as 
your ſelf yet turn their eyes upon them. . And J 
© beſeech you to believe, it is not the favour of 
© Alexander, :neither the necd we have ingur pre- 
© ſent calamity, of a ſupport near the King, that 
© makes me prefer Fepheſtion before you ; nor yet 
© lefſe any advantage I have obſerved in his perſon 
* more than vours, that moves me to approve of his 
© deſigns, but, his having made. them known -to me 
©fooner than-you, and the promiſes whereby I am 
© engaged to the Kingand tohim, you are. not igno- 
© rant, that among perſons of our quality they are in- 
© violable ; and you know befides that they to whom 
<l have given my word, are in a condition to make 
© me kcepit, and that I am little capable to; diſpute 
<|t with them.-, Ihope, Zy/imcbus, you will be ſa- 
« tisfied with theſe reaſons, and that-you will not at-+ 
« tribute a pure effect of my misfortune, to any want 
© of good willor reſpect. E 
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- This was the anſwer I had from Syſjgambrs, and I 
by it was ſo mortally ſurcharged with grief, that it 
was impoſſible for me to diſſemble it from theQueen); 
roſe up from before her, without replying, and went 
out of the Cloſet ſo changed,that I could hardly have 
been known, = 

Hitherto Oroondates had hearkened to Zyſimachns 
without interrupting him, - but when he was in this 
part of his relation, he could not forbear ſaying to 
him with a deep ſigh, © Ah, Lyſimachus! What a 
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< reſemblance our misfortunes have to one another ; | 


T he End of the Firſt Bock. 


Part 1 


and how much you will aMift me by therecity 
* your diſaſters. I ſhall be too much concerngg , 
* them, to hearken to them with curioſity ; by 1 
©no matter, let's break through theſe dangergy 
© paſſages, and ſince the remainder of our lives; 
* deſtined onely to miſeries, let us not hencefgg 
« entertain each other with any thing but matterz 
© affliction. 

Oroondates holding his peace after theſe wory 
and diſpoſing himſelf to lend attention, Lyſmmacy 
went on with his Diſcourſe on this manner. 
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F Hich way ſhall I beable (great Prince) 
to deſcribe the exceſſe of my aMiction, 
after the cruel ſentence of Syſizanbis ? 
Imagine to your ſelf all that love, jea- 

louſie, gricf, anger, and deſpair can produce in a 
ſoul mortally agitated with all theſe paſſions, and 
you may go near to conceive the motions that tor- 
mented mine. I paſs'd the reſt of the day intran- 
ſports ofa man diſtracted, which cauſed a fear in Pro- 
lomens, who forſook me not in my misfortunes, that 
I was in ſome danger of lofing my ſenſes. But for his 
hinderance,I ſhould not have deferred my reſentment 
longer ; but he perſwaded meto try yet the Kings 


' favour,thereby to free my ſelf from thoſe reproaches 


I might receive one day, of having offended him 
unjuſtly. To fatisfie him I went to the Palace next 
morning , and getting the King moved, to' grant 
me lcave to ſpeak with him in private, he ſent for me 
alone into his Cloſet, I drew near to. a window 
upon which he was leaning, and having made my 


obeyſance to him, with a countenance quite changed 


he in my eyes found marks of my deſpair; I think 
he doubted what was the cauſe that brought me, but 
he difſembled it, and having asked me very coldly, 
<1 come, Sir, (ſaid 1) to beg of your Majeſty, 
© what a Prince who hath the honour to be of your 
© blood, hopes he may obtain, and what a moſt juſt 
<King may lawfully grant to one that hath moſt faith- 
<fully ſerved him; I require of you neither Trea- 
*ſares nor Provinces for the price of the blood I bave 
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< loſt in your ſervice, my ambition is more noth& 


*and more legitimate, and if it be blameable in hu 
* ing made me raiſe my eyes to the Princeſs Pariſat 
<I have preſcribed jult limits to thoſe deſires it hi 
© bred inme 3; fince it is not that Princ&(s I demi 
© for the recompence of my ſervices, but onely tt 
* power to ſerve her with an advantage equal] to thi 
© of my Rivals; let your Majeſty be pleas'd butt 
*reſtrain your authority, and not to declare you 
* ſelf for Zepheſtion, againſt a perſon who hath th 
© happineſle to be near you ; lefve but Pariſari tit 
© liberty of her choice, and thoſe that ſerve her, tit 
© hope of being recompenſed according to the me 
© rit of their ſervices. Juſtice ſpeaks in favour 6 
© my intereſts, andits conſideration alone may moit 
©a King, who hath alwayes followed it exactly, tt 
*srant . what he would refufe tomy birth, and ſe: 
© vices, + 

The King would not ſuffer me to ſay more, bit 
interrupting me tartly, © Lyſimachns, ſaid he, M 
* intentions were ſufficiently known to you, to keep 
* you from asking me a thing which I neither ca 
<nor will grant you; I am not ignorant of your birt 
© and ſervices, neither are you ignorant of the ſrientÞ 
«ſhip I bear Hepheſtion ; nor of the promiſe I hari 
© made to aſſiſt him in an aftetion which he diſcovet# 
*ed to me before you &id yours, and in which || 
© ſtrengthened him my ſelf by the hopes T have giv 
* him, This knowledge ought not onely to havedi'Þ 


*\waded you from a moſt unjuſt requeſt , WP 
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e ought alſo ro have urb:d thoſe deligncs which 
« you havC nouriſhed to the prejudice . of my 1n- 


crentions, and of the command 1 gave you to the 


c rrary 
contrary. : . 
Theſe words went ſo near me, that it was impoiti- 


ble f ro ſuffer the continuation of them without 
| ble Tor MC ' | 

interruption 3 and though the death of Cly; us had ba- 
E iſhed liberty of ſpeech from Court, my rage blind: 
| <4 me ſo far, that 1 cou'd not forbcar to make this 

7 

"T | pe fziled of my obedience to your Majeſty, 
| < while you required no other proofs of It, but ſuch 
F <a5 were within MY POWZEr ; and Hepheſiion never 
© cobeved you more reacily than I, whenfo're you 
E commanded us to afwult a wall, or charge into a 
E c Battalion 3 when you forbad me to love Pur:faris, 
Wis oats | diſobeyed you, as I ſhould have done 
© the Gods themſelves, 1t th 
 £command upon me 3 | love her, and ſerve her, and 
<] muit love her and ſerve her to my grave; my paſ- 
«Gon for her never withdrew me from any occaſion 
E c< whither your . intereſts called me ; I bare the 
© marks of it, all over my bouay, and ſuch as this 
| happy - Favorite cannot thew the like, It by the 
« number of my wounds I cannot diſpute with him 
for Alexanders favour, I witl difpute with him 
« to the lait drop of my bloud, for the poſſeſſion 
© of Pariſatis ; let your Majzity be but pleas'd 
<to give us leave to decide our prctenfons with 
| <qur ſwords; let Pariſi be his, who is the 
© more valiant, or the more happy, and let death - 
<be the portion of him that is the weaker, or the 
Enore unfortunate. | 
E The King could hardly contain himſelf at the 
= hcarins of theſe words, and his anger breaking 
# out through his eyes, aad in the changes of his 

countenance, would without doubt have terrified 
© a perſon from whom his diſaiters had not taken 
| away that affeGion which we naturally bear to 
| life, But I beheld him without fear, as like- 
wiſe without fear I heard him make this an- 
{wer. 

«This is not the firſt time Zyſimachus, that 
« you have given proofs of your irreverence, 
«and contempt of him to waom you-are born a 
& ſubject, I remember it ſtill very well, and 1 
« ſhall be able to brings you again within the 1t- 
&« mits of your duty, whenfoever you ſhall take 
© the boldneſs to go beyond them : in the mean 
«time I forbid you not only to croſs Hepheſtion 
«in his love, but ſo much as ever to look upon 
& Parijatis ; and I prote!t to you by Fuprter 
* Ha,mon, and by the ſoul of Kings Philip, 
& that if you dif\ey what I command, by all 
*the authority 1 have over you, I will have no 
© reſpect at all unto your birta, but wilt ſubmit you 
*tothe ſeverity of our Laws, as the meanett /fa- 
& cedonian, 

He brought forth theſe laſt words with ſuch a 
thundring voice, that they cafily were heard by them 
nthenext Chamber, aninot givins meany leiſure 
to reply, he opened the Cloſer door himſelf, and 
went out to the Company, who quickly obſerved in 
his face, the ill humour I had put him in. I1came 
out after him, and paſs'd through the Chamber ſo 
blinded with grief and rage, thatI hardly knew my 
deareſt friends as I went by them.” Prolower fol- 
lowed me, an1 Antigonrs , Polypercon, Crater, 
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ey had impoſed the ſame | © with her 


| 37 
vour did not baſely make to fotſake their friends, 
came preſently after to my Lodging, and offered me 
ail the aſſitance | could defire from their triendſhip, 
I was ſo tranſported, that had ſcarce the judgment 
to thank them for their offers, and Prolerers having 
eas'd me of that care, they retired within a while, 
and left me at liberty to digeſt my anger, and to let 
my gricf break forth with violence, Then it was 
that 1 diſcharged my heart, by words full of paſſion, 
and thatT poured forth againit Aleranders injuſtice, 
all that rage, and reſentment could put into the 
mouth of a deſperate man; I walked faſt up and 
down, and makings {top now and then with furious 
cxclamations, I ſtruck a fear of my ſafety into them 
that were about me, 

< What! ( ſaid 7) will they then thus by autho- 
© rity take Parifatis away from me, and my ſoul 
? Shall a Tyrant diſpoſe thus of what I 
© alone have lawfully acquired, and ſhall his Minion 
© triumph over my life for a reward of his flatteries ? 
© No, no, Hepheſtion; No, no, Alexanaer, you 


| ©are not yet at the end of your deſignes, and to give 


© you notice that Lyſimachz 1s alive, is enough to 


| ©perſwade you, that you ſhall not carry away theſe 
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<illutrious ſpoils without bloudſhed : Yes, Rival, 
<l havean heart {till, and I have alſo an hand to pierce 
© thine a thouſand times, and with thy life tear an 
© image thence, whichit is unworthy to conſerve. 

Inthe like ſpeeches, and motions full of fury, I 
ſpeat the reit of the day, all Prolemcrs his Councels, 
and thoſe of my other friends, who came to viſit me, 
not being able any way to abate my ſorrows, nor 
moderate the violence of my reſolutions : When 
Polymers faw | was reſolv'd to run to extremities, 
and that I no longer gave ear to the reaſons he al- 
ledged, he gave over arguing againſt my intentions, 
and onely told me, that whatſoever my deſign was, 
he would blindly follow my fortune, and never ſe- 
parate himſelf from my intereits. I thanked him for 
his affection, as much as I could in that condition, 
and having aſſured him, that Il would not refuſethe 
proofs of it, when they ſhould be neceſſary for me, 
i begg'd of him to viſit Apama, and to attempt yet 
ſomething in my behalf, When I was rid of him, I 
bethought my ſelf of the means to fee Hepheſt:on, 
and not finding it very eafie, by reaſon of .a great 
number of perſons whom favour kept {till cloſe about 
him. 1 believ'd I could notdeclare my intentions to 
him otherwiſe then by a Letter, which I might with- 
out difficulty get delivered to him, by ſome ſervant 
of mine who were not known unto his Family, With 
this deſign Icall d for Paper, and wrote to him in 
theſe terms, 


I yſmachus To Hepheſiton, 


« T T is not by the Kings favour, Hephe- 
« Þ ſtion, that Pariſatis 18 to be diſputed 
« for ; that Conquelt 1s too iluſtrious to 
« be obtain'd by any other price then that 
« of our blood ; our Swords ſhall decide. 
« qur conteſtations, and ſhall give the Con- 
« querour that glorious recompence of his 
« yalour and death to the conquered for 
« the puniſhment of his ambition, Theſe 
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<« ſhall be the Laws of our Combat, and 
<«<+tis to obſerve them, that I ſtay for you 
& in Saturn's Field, with my ſword alone; 


<« 9ther arms would but retard our deſigns, | 


< and would ſuit 11] with the delire of 
« Conquering, or dying preſently. 


| Having written this Letter I called Trmantes, who 
of all my ſervants was leaſt known at Court, but 
not leaſt capable of ſuch a Commiſſion ; I inſtructed 
him in what he had to doe, and having injoyned him 
ſecrecy upon his life, I paſs'dthe nigat inthe impati- 
ency you imagine. | 
All the Court was full of our Aﬀairs, and very 
few were ignorant of the cauſe I had to quarrel with 
Hepheſtion ; but there were fewer who believed, 
that after having received ſo expreſs a command to 
the contrary from the King, and ſuch freſh threats, 
I would ſo quickly run to extremities wherein my de- 
ſtruction appeared inevitable, This was it that fa- 
cilitated my deſign, and hindred Zepheſtzons friends 
and mine from keeping with us, as they would have 
done, if that opinion had not made thema little con- 
fident. Yet did I not doubt but that /Zepheſtror 
would have a great many with him at his riſing, and 
that Prolomews, and ſome others of my friends would 
come early to my Lodging, whereupon | got abroad 
by break of day , and mounting my belt horſe, I 
went out of the Town alone, after having given 


Timantes ſuch other orders and inſtructions as were ! 


neceſſary; he diſcharged that truit very diſcreet- 
ly, andI will tell you the manner as I learn'd it from 
himſclf. 

Scarce did the day begin to appear, whenhe was 
at Hepheſtions gate, he went into the Court, up ſtairs, 
and into the great. Chamber without difficulty, the 
entry thither not being hard for a man of any feſhion, 
but drawing near the door of the anti-chamber, with 
many others, who waited for HZepheſtions riſing, he 
knocked ſoftly, a door-keeper opencd it a little, and 
having rebuked him for the noiſe he made, while 
Hepheſtion was a ſleep, I know the orders well 
< enough, ( ſaid he ) to pay him that reſpect, if I 
Ee were not forced to break it, by a ſtronger conſide- 
©ration; teil your Malter thatI have a very impor- 
© tant advertiſement to give him, and that for the ſafe- 
©ryof his life he ought to admit me tothe ſpeech of 
< him without further dclay. 

See how far this man hazarded his life to ſerve 
me; there is no doubt butif Zepheſtioz had not been 
truely generous, he had been in manifeſt peril ; and 
it was that knowledge made me make uſe of ſo dan- 
gerous2 way, The door-keeper having made ſome 
of Hepheſtions principal ſervants acquainted with 
what Timantes had ſaid, they were of opinion toge- 
ther, that the buſineſs was of conſequence enough 
to jwaken him for it, and thereupon going preſent- 
ly to his bed-ſide, they interrupted his ſleep to tell 
him what they had heard from Timantes. Hepheſtion 
preſently commanded him to be brought into the 
Chamber, and to his bed-fide ; and ſeeing Hephe. 

ftrons ſervants were retired, hedelivercd my Letter 
to him, ſaying, he in that paper ſhould finde the 
advertiſement he bad to give him. 

I know not what Fepheſtion thought when he ſaw 
himſelf ſo deceiv'd, but T:#antcs told me he read it 
without being moved, and without ſhewing any 
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to make them recover the ſhock, we turn'd abou 


| without entring into my body, and I thruiting mine 


Part,If 


other marks in his eyes and countenance, aye , 
anger and fierceneſs, When he had made an «<q q 
reading it, he faid({ ſolow thathe could not be ogg, 


heard by thoſe that were on the far {ide of the Chan pull 
ber ) you are a diſcreet man, and 1am not leſs ob/,y i cou 
ro you, than your Maſter, y | co 
With theſe words he call'd for his Cloaths, 8 ous 
commanded his beit Horſe ſhould be made rex F, 
and brought preſently to the Gate 3 Being extrewW# ſam 
ly reſpectcd by his ſervants he was obeyed with fort 
. farther imforming themſelves of his intentions; ww poit 
wasno ſooner dreſſed, but he went out of his Chap ran 
ber, and not ſuffering any of his people to att forc 
him, came down into the Court, and took the Hui He] 
he had given order for, The place I had appoiny of h 
him was ſufficiently known; it was there the Kul that 
us'd often to exerciſe his Troops, being a Field beg 
above ten or twelve furlongs from the Ciry. Hey not! 
lopt his Horſe full ſpeed through the ſtreets of Sy, clap 
and carried by an impatiency like mine, went out o& out 
the Town, and came to me much ſooner than le gral 
pected. When I ſaw him appear, all my blood han 
moved, and all my paſſions itirr'd up with ſo mug and 
vehemence, thatthey deprived me of the judgeme long 
I was wont to make uſe of in ſich like encounter; wit! 
I ran tomeet lim with my Sword ready drawn, af bun 
with a threatning cry, not having modeliy cnouli ry1 
to forbear ſaying ; Here it is, thou unjuſt ravileW BOP 
of my happineſs, that we will decide our pretenfiogſ& 2 5 
otherwiſe than by the favour of thy Maſter, auf Pa" 


thou ſhalt either loſe Pariſars, with thy life, or will 
her, with mine, . 

Ee {taid not to anſwer me, neither indeed dill - 
give him the leiſure, but ruſhing upon him with mor 
tury than judgement, I was received ſo vicoroulj 
that at that firit encounter, our ſwords having me 
without eftect, our horſes were like to have toudi 
the ground with their haunches, we rais'd them y 
again with the ſpur, and having taken a little carce 


and cloſed up to one another, with the ſame impe 
tuofity as before, but with a different ſucceſs, | 
wounded Z/cpheſtion with the point of my Sword 
the ſhoulder, and Hepheſji;or: tiriking at me wit 
his, gave me a very ſlight touch on the head, Eut hs 
Sword coming down upon the poll of my Horſe, tt 
received a wound wherewith I was much moreit- 
commodated than with my own. "That visorow 
beait, fecling himſelf hurt, fell a leaping and bow 
ding, and in ſpite of all Icould do to ftop him, ra 
away with meabove an hundred paces ; /Zepheſtim 
followed exceeding fiercely. and holding his Sword 
almoit at reins, 4h ! Lyfimachns, ( ſaid he) 158 
thus thou fabteſt for Pariſatis ? 

Theſe words Kindled ſuch a rage in me, as I cat- 
not poſſibly repreſent, and having tamed-that firl 
fury of my Horſe, I turn'd his head at lait againl 
Hepheſtion, who had overtaken me, and preſſing 
violently upon him, his Sword flipt alons my ribs 


under his arm, ran him throuch the thigh, and nail- 
edit to the cantle of his Saddle ; the difficulty was 
to get my Sword out again, and judging that I could 
not have time enough, without giving a great ded | 


to myenemy, Iquitted it, and flew to the hilrs o WF yy 
his, which he had liſted up, and catch'd fait hold ol xg 
it with a deſign ro wrelt it out of his hands ; Hephr afr 
| ſtion, had not foreſeen my intent, and therefore mi 


was not hard for meto effect it; 1 ſeifed vpon the 
Suar 
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. = ſame time, Hepheſtion was conitrain'd to let it 


5 : but he neither loſt heart, nor judgment; for 
vulling mine out of his thigh, with an unparallel'd 
courage, he had already got it in his hand, before 
| could turnabout, and came back to me more furt- 

ous than at the beginning of the git. 
|  Atthat thirdencounter our de —— both = 
| ut our precipitation made them vain, an 
1 _— to _ crcher-; inſtead: of rilting the 

oints into each others bodies as we had refolv'd, we 
ran both into the ſaddle bowes, but with ſuch a 
Ws force, that my Sword broke into three pieces, and 


of his 


that, ſeeing our ſelves deprived of our Swords, we 
began another kind of combat, and claſping one a- 
| nother faſt about the body, and at the ſame initant 
E clapping ſpurs to our Horſes, we. pull'd each other 


| orafſe, where we began to ſtruggle for the upper 
© hand ; we ſtrove a great while for that advantage, 
E and won it, and [bit it many times ;- but after a 
® long conteſtation, we grew weak, and I may fay 
& without vanity, that Zephejt:on's wound, and the a- 
E bundance of blood, that ran from it, made the Victo- 
E ryincline already to my (ide, and gave me probable 
@ hopes of obtainingit, when we were ſurrounded by 
© a great many Horſemen, who had environed, and 
= parted us, before we ever perceived them, ſo much 
E were we tranſported with rage, and blinded with 
© the deſire of Victory. They were our common 
E friends, who having been advertiſed by our ſervants 
| of our departure, had taken horſe in all haſte, and 

| runaſter us with ail the diligence that was neceſſary, 
to hinder the ſucceſs of our combat. Amonglt mine, 

I ſaw Prolomers, Meleaver, Antizonws, Cratcrus, 
and many others, and Hepheſtioz among his, ſaw 
Perdiccas, Seleucns, Leonatus, Caſſander, Near- 

| chus, and diversmore, whom either the conſidera- 
tion of his power, or that of his vertue had cengag- 

| edto him, but at that time they none of them took 
ſides, but were contented” with ſeparating us, not 
expreſiingany animolity.atall. Hepheſizons friends 

| carried him back to Sxſ#, and mine _ſtaid with me, 

| not thinking in that ſtate of my affairs,//there was a- 
ny ſafety for me at Court. Alexanders oath and 
threatnings, made them apprehenſive: with much 
reaſon, and they all believed, I could not without 


manifeit danger of my life appear, till the Kings an- 


ger were over. I was in ſuch a rape at the. iſſue of 


Z our Combat, andat the knowledge that my condi- | 


& tion was but made worſe, and my hopes-the more 
s weakned, that I ſhut my earsa long time againſt all 
4 they propoſed for my ſafety.” I would have return'd 
boldly into the Town, and have expoſed my ſelf to 
Alexanders fury, fince by his injuſtice he had 
deſtined me a death, which I judged a thouſand 
times more cruel, than any he could have made 
me ſuffer, The Gods forbid (ſaid I ) that I ſhould 
fly for Hepheſtion, and that that happy ' Favourite 
ſhould triumph over me in Suſa all manner of wayes, 
while I bide my ſelf ſhameful:y to ſave my hfe ; neither 
my birth nor conrage, will permit me to yield to him; 
and if the wrath of a King be to be avoided, *tis one- 
ly by thoſe, who have drawn it upon themſelves by evil 
attons,or who love their lives ſo dearly, that they are 
afraid to loſe them, for my part Thave ever aefpiſed 
mines have ſo many cauſes to hate it that the care of 


JMI 


heſtion's bending to the very hilts, ſprung out ! 
"1, ours and fell among{t our Horſes feet, With | 


© out of our ſaddles, and fell down togerher upon the | 
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advantage, that ſpurring my Horſe | ze preſervation ſhall never make me do any things con” 


trary to my tnclinations nor to that generoſity you have 
znSpired into me by your examples. IJtts for comard- 
ly ſouls to fear like ſlaves, Tam born a Free man,and 
a Prince, and will never do a baſeneſs, that might 
make you bluſh for me, and render me unworthy of the 
glory of my Anceſtors, 
I ſaid theſe things, and divers others, but on the 
other {ide they alledged ſomany reaſons to me, and 
uſed the power they had over me ſo imperiouſly, 
that I was conſtrain d to obey, and go whither it 
pleaſed them-to have me, before the King could 
be advertiſed, and cauſe me to be purſued. They 
carried me to an houſe which .46x.:tes had, about 
an hundred furlongs from Sa, it was in a Wood, 
far from any High way, and my friends believ'd I 
might lie there to be cured of my wounds, while 
they uſed their.endeavours to make my peace with 
the King, They left me there with Prolomers; who 
ſtaid to keep me company, and a while after they 
ſent me Chirurgions, and ſuch of my ſervants as 
were molt necefſary for me; my rage was riſen to 
ſo high a pitch, that of a long time I wasnot capa- 
ble of any diſcourſe, and Prolomers had very much 
adoe to perſwade me to let my wounds be dreſs'd 
they were ſuch light cnes, that { hardly Kept my bed 
at all for them, and within a fortnight they were 
perfectly healed. I heard news every day from 
Sufa, by my friends who came to viſit me ; and 
gave me a faithfull account of all that paſs'd at Court. 
From them 1 learn'd the extremity of the Kings an-- 
ger, and in what manner it had broken forth; he 
was not ſo well abie to diſſemble it, ' but that he 
loudly redoubled his threats: againſt me, and:;pro- 
teſted I ſhould never obtain his pardon. He feemed 
neverthcleſs to be ſatisfied (for the preſent) with my 
abſence, and not- believing was ſo near him, he ufed 
no great induſtry to have me taken; but if he had, 
y friends were alwayes at watch, and ready to re- 
Hove me from the place where I was, as foon as 
they ſhould find [ was there in any danger ; 1 beljeve 
notwithſtanding that it was: eafie for my enemies 
to ſuſpect the place of my: abode, being ſo near 
them, and ſo often viſited by my friends,” bat they 
were very circumſpect in their viſits, and I think 
that either Zepheſtzon himſelf,: out of gerieroſity, 
hindred the ſearch which elſe would have been made 
for me, or that my friends prevented it by their 
authority in: the Court, eſpecially Prolomers,” and 
Craterus, whoſe vertue, and quality, were ſo-con- 
ſiderable, that: they had no equals m credit except 
Hepheſtion,, | © > | 
I learn'd alſo that mine enemies wounds- were not 
dangerous, but that that in his thigh was grear, 
and required time for the: healing of it, that rhe 
King ſpent all the time .at his bed-fide, which he 
pals'd not with Srarira; antdthat they waited for no- 
thing out his 'cure to accompliſh the marriage. 
This news drove me back again into my deſpair, and 
into the moſt yiolent reſolutions that rage could ſug- 
gelt. Let him not think he hath eſcaped me, ( ſaid I 
to thoſe that ſpoke to me concerning him ) and lee 
him account hz pretenſions but incertain, "while Ly- 
ſimachus z alive; I will live:ts trouble his repoſe c- 
ternally, and into the midſt of a thouſund guards, 
will I carryhim a death which he believes he has a- 
voided, After that effeit of my desþair, let Alexan- 
der do his worſt, and when] am ſatufied,let himpour 
the moſt dreadful ſtorms of his 1hdignatian #pon 1% 
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<let him renew the memory of Philoras and Cal:/t- 
< benes, in the perſon of his neareſt kinſman, and 
© let him makehis crueltics be as much talked of as 
© his Conqueſts, to which 1 have contributed the beſt 
© part of my blood; | will expect it all without ter- 
<rour, providedI be revenged, and I will laugh at 
© my own deſtruction, ſo my rival may be buried in 
© my ruines. : 

Thefe were my ordinary diſcourſes, and 'twas in 
theſe,&more violent diſquiets | paſs'd all the timem 
wounds kept me at that houſe, whereI was confined. 
As ſoonas 1 was in better condition, it was impoſſible 
for me to ſuffer the abſence of Pariſarrs, & in ſpite of 
the counſels of all my Friends I would needs return to 
Suſa,They in vain oppoſed that intention,and all they 
could obtain from me, was that I would not gointo 
the Town but by nigtit,and that I would retire to Pro- 
2:eus his Lodging. I obeyed themin that, and when 
it was dark, I took horſe with them, and being ve- 
ry well accompanied, I went to the City, and tothe 
houſe of thatdear friend. My retreat was ſecret e- 
nough, and would have been ſo a great deal more, if 
I could have contained my ſelf within the limits that 
were ſet me, and without the thought of ſecing Pa- 
riſatts, But ſcarce was I at S»ſa, when that deſire 
awakened it ſelf ſtrongly in me, and I conjured Prolo- 
lomews to make Apama endeavour my ſatisfaction, 
That faithful friend undertook the employment moſt 
affectionately. and had no great difficulty to per- 
ſwade his Princeſs to favour my deſires with her goud 
offices ; yet in the condition my affairs were in, ſhe 
neither thought it very eafie, nor very ſafe for me. 
Syſigawbrs was already reſoly'd upon Hephettons 
marriage,, and the Princeſs having heard her fair in- 
tentions,had diſpoſed her ſelf to be obedient; Apa- 
mia's perfect knowledge hereof made her foreſee 
the difficulties ; ſhe propoſed them to Prolomens, 
but he urged her ſo earneſtly, that to pleaſe him ſhe 
was willing to try all ways imaginable to content mg 
With this deſign, after ſhe had bethought her ceie® 
vain of other means, ſhe feigned her ſelf not well ; 
Pariſatis who could not be without her, having 
wanted her company a whole day, ſentto know how 
ſhe did, and hearing ſhe kept her bed, gave her no- 
tice ſhe would ſpend the afternoon with her ; 4; a- 
211a,by the Meſſenger that came from her. begg'd that 
honour with as little company as ſhe could, that ſhe 
might have the opportunity to entertain herin parti- 
cular, Prolomeus as ſoon as it was break of day, 

and before there was any company ſtirring to diſco- 
ver me in the ſtreets, had brought meto Apama's, 
and that Princeſs having ſhut us up into her Cloſet, I 
waited for Pariſatis's coming, with ſuch an impati- 
ency, as you may imagine. She failed not to come 
at the appointed hour, and when ſhe was ſate down 
by Apawia, and had enquired concerning her health, 
that Princeſs ſeeing ſome of her Maids there, who 
might perchance haye been gained by Hepheſtion, 
commanded her own to divert them,& to carry them 
into a Garden while ſhe diſcourſed with Pariſats. 
Thoſe cunning Wenches obeyed her, and as ſoon as 
the two Princeſſes were alone, Prolomews and I came 
into the Chamber. Pariſaris no ſooner ſaw me, but 


ſhe changed colour, and turning towards Apamia, 


Ah! Couſen ( ſaid the) you have put a trick upon 
me. 

I gave not Apamua leiſure to reply, but anſwer- 
ing for her, and caſting my ſelf at Pariſaris's feet; 
* Madam, ( /aid 7 if this fair Princeſs has deceiv- | 
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* edyouto favour me, you may: pardon her ag 
< fect of pity, which generoſity forbad her to wh 

© to the moit miſerable of all men living; tryes; 
* that ſhe was touched with compaſſion by the kngy 
ledge of my misfortunes, and the believed ſhe 
©ed that conſolation to him who hath ſo perf 
© ſerv'd you, and ſo religiouſly adored you. þ, 
* not you therefore (molt divine Princeſs)envyyy 
© happineſs I have left after ſo many years ſeryig 
* and ſince my hopesare extinguiſhed, benotjealgy 
© if I have the good fortune, yet once again tore 

© thoſe proteliations at your feet, which I havenyy 
© to live anddye for you. 

Pariſatis would not ſuffer me to proceed, buth, 
ving commanded me to riſe, ſhe made anſwer yi 
her ordinary moderation. © It is true, Lyſimacly 
«that your ſight did really ſurpriſe me, and thy 
*<ſuffer it with ſome trouble, not that I envy you 
© contentment, or that | amforry for your happing 
«Heaven is my witneſs that I ſhall ever wiſh you, 
& 500d fortune, and that to procure it you, |] ſl 
*« with much joy contribute all that depends onme- 
& Tamtoo much obliged to you, ever to haveothe 
« thoughts of you, and ] efteem your .perſony 
« much, to defire any thing to your diſadvantage. 
© but, Ly/imachus, lam no longer at liberty tok 
« low my own inclinations, or canl longer ſufferth 
* continuance of your defigns, after the charge th 
** Queen hath given me to think no-more of any 
« but Hepheſtion, The Gods know how | tr. 
© ceived that command, nor is it neceſſary I ſhoul 
« tell you again what 1 have confeſſed already ton 
© confuſion, now you have cxaſperated matten 
{© and ſtirred up the King againſt you by the violeng 
« of your procceding. Ifee you with a great del 
* of fear, knowing that you ſee not- me withouti 
« a great deal of danger, Behold the reaſons, Ly 
© ſimachms, which oblige me to be troubled at you 
&« fight, and which force me alſo to conjure you t 
< break off theſe courſes, and ſubmit your ſelf ul 
*doto the law that is impoſcd upon me. 

Theſe words touch'd me ſo neerly that I had mud 
ado to forbear iuterrupting her ; Iretired a ſtep 
two,and croſſing my arms upon my breaſt ; * What! 
© Madam\(ſard 1)have you then taken the laſt reſolut 
© on toſign the decree of poor Lyſtmachwus his death! 
© and ſhall this unfortunate man who hath ſo faithfil: 
©ly ſerv'd you, have noother recompence for allkit 
© ſervices,but the gloryof having rendred them toyoy 
* and the grief of ſeeing them blotted out of youre 
* membrance? do you then out of ſome conſideratia 
« of fortune,or ſome phantaſie of Sy/jgambz;'s, preke 
© Alexanders favourite before me, he who of all hi 

© followers has contributed moſt to your loſſes, at 
* who hath never loy'd you. perfectly, nor ſerv 
* you diſcreetly ? and can you have the heart toe 
< Him dye at your feet, in whom you have nourifh's 
< ſuch fair hopes, and who hath adored you thee 
<five or fix years, with all the ſubmiſſions we owe 
* unto the gods themſelves ? Can you without gi 

* ſee him breath out his ſoul, who never was but 
© yours; and will you give your ſelf to his rivd 
© while he facilitates his happineſs by the loſſe ofs 
© life which he had dedicated to you? Have youth 
© reſolv*d it Madam, and does this cruel reſolutio 
*come from the heart of Pariſatis ? Pariſats 
«* whom I have alwayes conſidered as the moſt 
© accompliſhed Maſter-piece of the Gods, and who 
© Inever' thought capable of an injuſtice, and of an 
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Book. H. 
: NT was? Pariſatis hearken'd patiently 
to this diſcourſe, and with much ado retaining ſome 
tears which compaſſon would have forced from her, 
ſhe replyed: © You are unjuſt Lyſimachus, to accuſe 
<me of your misfortune, I have contributed nothing 
$ towards it, but the obedience to which I was oblig- 
« ed, and for which I thought I had prepared you. Not 
| ©byt that Hepheſtion ( ſince = conſtrain me to ſay 
</o)is worthy of as good a fortune, nor that I have 
« any occaſion to be unſatisfied with his ſervices; but 
<if the Gods and the Queens pleaſure had deſtined 
| ©meto Lyſimachus, Iſhould have received that com- 
£mand without murmuring, which perhaps I receiv'd 
| <now without much ſatisfaction, After this laſt con- 
« feſſion, hope for nothing from me, but compaſſion 
© of your misfortunes; and withes for your proſpe- 
| <rity; Ihallbeeternally indebted to you, and will 
| © conſider you while I live as the man of all others, 
© in whom I have obſerved the rareſt qualities, and to 
<whomT am the moſt obliged. This is all you can 
| ©require of me, and if it be true that you have lov'd 
| ©me really, you ought no longer to oppoſe that 
| <whichmy duty exacteth from me, and to which my 
<willis ſwayed as it ought to be. We 
| Theſe laſt words abſolutely ſetled deſpair in my 
heart, and baniſh d from thence a part of that reſpect 
| which till then had ſo imperiouſly reigned there ; my 
blindneſs ſuffered me not to conſider any longer that! 
was in the preſence of Pariſars; and the fear which 
was wont ever to accompany me in her ſight, having 
| Forſaken meat thattime, Icould not forbear ſaying ; 
| £Madam, your reſolutions are commendable, bur 
© you will be likewiſe pleaſed that] declare mine to 
©you ; know that Syſ2ambrs, and the King diſpoſe 
©vainly of you ; and they ought never to hope that 
© Hepheſtion, nor any other man in the world ſhall 
© poſſeſs you, ſo long as Lyſimachw is living ; it is 
©through his blood they mult make their paſſage to 
you, and tis in theirs I will find my repoſe and my 
revenge. Let Hepheſtion defend himſelf if he can, 
© from this hand, which he has feit already ; let him 
<ſhut himſelf up, let him ſtrengthen himſelf with a 
*million of guards, it ſhall bein the very midſt of 
| ©them, that I'will tab this enemy of my life, and 
© that I will make him find his funeral, inſtead of the 
© marriage which he hopes for. 

This laſt thought ſo tranſported me, that being 
nolonger my own man, in the rage that poſſeſſed me, 
I went out of the Princeſſes chamber , without ſo 
much asſaluting them, or taking any leave of them. 
Prolomeus was gone away before, while we were dif- 
courſing, not believing [xtould appear in broad-day- 
light in the ſtreets of Sy/a,and his departure gave me 
| themore facility in mine. I went down the ſtaires,and 
finding a horſe below,which I caus'd to be held there, 

T leapt inſtantly upon him, and without further rea- 
ſoning, I took my way towards Hepheſtions Lodg- 
ing, being fully reſolv'd either to be ſlain in the at- 
tempt, or to kill him in the middeſt of all his people. 
Confider a little into what a blindnefſe my paſſion 
had precipitated me, I went about a buſineſs where- 
of the execution was impoſſible, and wherein my de- 
iruction was inevitable; and indeed I expected an 
infallible death; for if I had had the leaſt care of my | 
life, I ſhould not have cone head-long intoſo manifeſt 
a danger, and outof which 1 had fo fittl likelyhood 


to eſcape. I ran full ſpeed through the ftreets of 
Suſa; and being come to. the gate of Hepheſtions | 
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which muſt needs blemiſh the faireſt | Lodging, I entred into the court with the ſame fury : 


14.t 


but ſcarce had I ailighted,, and turn'd toward the 
ſraires,when the guards having known me got withiri 
the door, and preſenting the points of their halberds, 
forbad me to enter. There it was I perceived the 
vanity of thoſe defignes which paſſion alone inſpires 
into us : but being reſolved for death, TI had already 
drawn my ſword, to make my paſſage through the 
guards, or find the end of my life in the, points of 
their weapons, when the King who came often to 
vilite Hepheſtion, entered into the Court, attended 
by many of his followers, and his ordinary gvards. 

He ſhewed a great aſtoniſhment at that encoun- 
ter, and commanding me to be taken alive, 1 was 
preſently eavironed on all fides. The Gods know, 
and ſo do ſome of thoſe who were preſent at thar 
action, that I made a reſiſtance which was not ordi- 
nary, and that ifthe Kings often redoubled com- 
mand had not been more powerfull than their reſent- 
ment, I urg'd them ſufficiently to give me my 
death. T wounded Leonarm intwo places, I ran E- 
gilochees through the. right arm, and made ſome of 
the guard fall at my feet who never roſe again; but 
while 1 by this defence endeavoured to exaſperate 
them againſt me, felt my ſelf ſeized upon behind, 
thrown down, and diſarmed. The King command- 
cd I ſhould be tyed like ſome furious beaſt, and be- 
ing commonly not Maſter of his paſſions, he ſuf- 
ter d himſelf eafily, to be ſo far tranſported by his 
anger, as to make it appear by moſt ſevere, and 
fatal reſolutions : at that time he could not contain 
himſelf fo well, but that looking upon me with eyes 
ſparkling with indignation, he ſaid thus to me : Tor 
have not only nwock'd and ſlighted my commands Lyſfi- 
machus, but you have alſo offended me in the better 
part of my ſelf. The dignity of all Kings ts concern'd 
in my affront, and never did ſubjelt abnſe it ſo con- 
tumaciouſly, and ſo unworibyly ; but I will revenge 
their quarrel with mine own, and will find out puniſh- 
ments which ſhall be able to tame this rage. 1 did not 
vouchſafe to anſwer thoſe high threats, but looking 
upon him with an eye which teſtified how little I was 
afraid of them, I exaſperated him more by that diſ- 
dainfull ſilence, than I ſhould have dohe by ſome 
ſharprep'y. He turned toward thoſe that were a- 
bout him, and ſaid, Lyſimachus # s Lyon, but we 
wull uſe him like a Lyon, and ſhall perchance be able 
to quell this fierceneſs. 

After theſe words he commanded I ſhould be car- 
ried to the dungeon, and kept like a Tygre, or ſome 
other more furious creature; I wasſhutupina very 
cloſe priſon, and guarded with ſuch care as was ne- 
ceflary for the cuſtody of a manof my humour, and 
condition. All my friends fell downat the Kings feet, 
and repreſented to- him whatſoever their friendſhip 
could make them ſay on the behalf of a Prince of his 
blood, and of a man that had done him faithfull ſer-' 
vice, but he was ſtill inexorable, and not onely re- 
fuſed them my life, but knowing how much I deſpif- 
ed it, hereſolv'dto make me feel my death by the 
length of thoſe torments, and by the ſhame of thoſe 
puniſhments to which he deſtined me. 

In the mean time '1 was ſtritly impriſoned, and 
judging that by my captivity I had loit the hope of 
that revenge I had propoſed unto my ſelf, I deſired 
nothing more thanto endall my pains, and avoid the 
reproach of ſeeing Hephe#t:on triumph over me dur- 
ing my life, and of enjoying Pari/arzs before my 
death, To that end, fſecing my ſelf deprived of all 
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weapons which might ſerve my deſpair, and not hav- 


ing ſo much as my hands free, I reſolv'd to ſtarve my 
ſelf 


with hunger,” and'by a death I could ſo eaſily 
| compaſs, avoid: the:infamy of that which the King 
intended me, Thereupon I refuſed the meat they 
brought me, and continued near two whole days 
without receiving any nouriſhment at all. None of 
my friends had the liberty to ſee me, and ſcarcely 
was'I ſuffered to havea man to ſerve me. But Pro- 
lomeus having learn'd my obſtinate reſolution from 
my keepers, was like to have dyed with grief, and 
taking recourſe to all inventions that could prolong 
my life, he at the laſt bethoughthimſelf, with Apama, 
of an expedient to preſerve me a while longer, and 
wrought-ſo well by her means, with the Princeſs 
Pari-ſatis, that I received this note from her in my 
priſon, when had loſt all hope of hearing from her 
any more. 


The Princeſs Pariſatis to 
Prince Lyſamachss, 


[ 


"or Should never have believed that Lylima- 
I chus could hate a life which hath been, 
and is yet very dear to mes I conjure him by 
all the affetion: he hath born me, to conſerve 
it, and if Thave Still any power with him, 1 
forbid him to end it, but by the will of the 
_ God's, and of Parifatis. 


£0 Gods ! ( cryed I, as 1 madean end of reading 


© theſe words )) inhumane Pariſartis, for what tor-, 


| © ments do you reſerve me yet ? Are you not ſatisfied 
< with thoſe have already ſuffered, and do now ſuffer 
© for you , being deprived of all hope of recom- 
© pence, but you mult deſtize me to endure pains 
which yet I have not felt? you deſire without queſti- 
onto have me ſec you in Hepheſtions arms, nor arc 
© you content to have me die, unlefs you aſſemble at 
© my death, all that can make it odious to me, Well 
then Pariſatis, I obey you, and the Gods are my 
witneſſes, I would obey you as blindly, if you 
© ſhould impoſe upon me yet greater difficulties, 
This was the invention Prolomers uſed to make 
meeat; and it wrought the effect he had imagined; 
I took the meat they brought me, and though my 
life was as hateful to me as before, Pariſatis's com- 
mand, and the knowledge ſhe gave me that it was 


not indifferent to her, hindred me from doing any. 


thing to put an end toit. In the mean time my friends 
ſtirr'd not from the Kings feet, nor left any thing 
unattempted to fave me ; but Prolomeus was ſo ur- 
gent in the' buſineſs, that the King fearing leſt in 
the extremity he might cauſe ſomerevolt, and know- 
ing his credit among the Maredonians, made his 
perſon to be ſeiſed upon, and put into a place of ſe- 
curjty. My other friends were extreamly griev'd 
atthis ſurcharge of afflition, though they were in 


no fear of Prolomers his life, which they knew was 
very conſiderable to the King, but they neverthe- | 


leſſe were not at all the colder ; and not content with 
their own endeavours, they made the Queen and. 
Princeſſes to intercede for me. Pariſartis, who ſaw 
' me reduced to that miſerable condition onely for her 
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but all their interceſſions were vain,and he alleadoy, 
tis Oath, and the importance of the example,wayj 
never ſuffer himſelf to be perſwaded. £0 
He thought fit to obſerve ſome form of juſtice j 
my death, and to that purpoſe, ſent Peraicca;,uy 


ſake, imployed. her ſiſters credit with the King 


Nearchw, to priſon to me, with Judges to exaniy 


and arraign me. They came into the place when 
was kept, and having made me acquajated with the; 
Commiſſion, and the command they had receiyy 
fromthe King, they would have 'examined me: | 
cid not deign to anſwer the Judges, and onely tu 
ing toward Perdiccas, with an afſuredneſs whis 
ſuthiciently diſcovered the little fear I had of thei 
proceedings; Teil the King, (ſaid I) that*tisw 
neeafull to examine him, who declares his crime aloud, 
and that the tortures of miſerable Philotas are not w. 
ceſſary to force a confeſſion fi om my mouth, I wal 
have kzll'd Hepheſtion 3 1 would kill bin yer if Inw 
at liberty, and the hope of my life ſhall never may 
me give over the deſign I have againſt bis, unleſh 
give over his for Pariſatis, 1 think, this 1s all w 
crime, and 'tis of a nature not to be diſ-avoyu, 


ſince it draws noinfawy along withit , I neither hos, 


nor 45k for paraon ; nor ſhall I complain of a deſtin 
like that of Parmento, Clytus, and many other, yh 
like we, have often ſaved the life of Alexander, wit 
the hazard of their own, and who in a thouſand 
ſions have Spent that ſame blood for his ſervice, th 


remainder whereof he poured out to ſatisfie his cru. 


ty. Tell him moreover, Perdiccas, that I am of hi 
Family, you are allied to it your ſelf, and that conſe 
deration ought to oblige you, to help me to a death, tr: 
ther among the arms of ſoldiers, or the paws of wilk 


beaſts, without the infamy of executioners ; *tis you! 


intereſt as well a5 mine, and Alexander himſelf alſus 
concerned init. 

This was whatT ſaid to Perdiccas, and notwith 
ſtanding all the queltions the Judges asked me, they 
received no other anſwer, but an intreaty not t 
trouble me any more. They return'd on this mar 
ner, and related to the King what they had done, and 
what I had faid : That liberty- of ſpeech, and the 
contempt I ſhewed of him, did ſo exaſperate hims 
gainſt me,:that 'twas impoſſible for him to diſſemble 
his rage. Lylimachus, ( ſaies he ) braves ww liked 
Lion; but we have tamed both Lions and Elephants, 
and will make his grave in the bellies of thoſe beaſts 
imitates. So without deferring any longer , it 
(notwithitanding all that could be alleadged to dl 
ſwade him from ſo cruel a reſolution) condemned 
me to be devoured by a Lyon. 

I know not whether the words I had ſaid unto Per- 
diccas, touching the King, of my death, moved hin 
to appoint me that, to free his blood from the ſhame 
of an infatnous: puniſhment, or whether he intended 
by the fury of that crucl beaſt, to- quell the rage 
had expreſs'd in, my. laſt actions, 'But whats 
ever it weres*that was my doom; | and Peaceſih 


Python, and: Neaptolemn, had the charge to pit 


nounce. my ſentence, and cauſe it tobe executed... 
havethis obligation tothe memory of Par:i/ar;ti 
the nes touch'd her very nearly, and her knowilf 
the King could not be mollified, afflicted her ſo ſet 
ſibly, that ſhe fell fick with it. 'Twas an effeQt 
her compaſhon, and of her generofity-; for ] nevE 
was vain enough to believe ſhe lov'd me, but-i 
ſay truth, 1 have heard ſince, this accident p!® 
duced the ſame effects in her that could be hops 
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Book. Il: 
cr from that paſſion, and that ſhe deplored the mis- 
fortune of a Prince wo periſhed onely for her, with 
all the tears, and all the words compaſhon could 
| 3raw from the eyes and mouth of a generous per- 
fon. My Judges came unto my priſon, attended by 
a great numoer of guards, and Python having pro- 
nounced my ſertence, teititied a great deal of ſorrow 
ro mc, both for my misfortune, and for his, which 
had conſtrain'd him to take that office by the Kings 
exprels command; His i2!ow Commuſſioners made 
the fame excuſes tv me, and though / knew them 
ro be friends to Hepheſtion, 1 believ'd they were 
| not much joyed at that employment. / hearkned 
| to the ſentence of my death, without changing coun- 
tenance, and ſaid to them with an aſſured voice ; 
| The King obliges men putting ſome difference by this 
| kind of death, between me aug baſe Alalefaitors : 
| Lets 00 Python, and ler 725 ſnew him we can brave 
| death for bis ſervice, and receive it joyfully when it 
| delivers is from his crueitics, and from the tyranny of 
| OUY7 JAale. 
Afer theſe words I went out of my priſon, with- 
E out ſtaying to be bidden, and walked without ter- 
| rour in the mid{t of the guards, through a Gallery 
thatled to the Court, which was appointed for me to 
| ſafer in,  / looked upon it without any apprehen- 
| fion, but though 7 had no dcfire at all to live, 
| yet had / a mind to let Alexander ſee by tne laſt 
# action of my life, that in putting me to death, he 
| did not deprive himſelf of the moſt inconfiderable 
| of all his ſubjects; and that perchance 7 had de- 
E ferv'd his protection, and his afſiitance inſtead of 
| the puniſhment to which he condemned me. This 
little deſire of glory, made me turn toward Peuceſtzs, 
and his fellow Comiſfiuners, and looking upon 
them with a countenance, which fecm'd to demand 
| ſome courtelic. The King (faid 7) hath ſeen me 
kill Lions for the defence of his perſon, and he knows 
that ſo long as Tha@ arms, I never feared any kind of 
enei'y; but veins bound as now 1 am, 1 ſhall be but 
an uuplaaſing Sbittacle to you, and you will ſee me 
| ror un pieces without any reſiſtance ;, if your Cor: 
miſſ:on ao not forbid it you, let me have but my hands 
| free, and let one of your Guards lend me but his Gant- 
| lets, IT aik neither Sword nor Favelin of You ; with- 
out ares I caunat free my folf from death; neither 1s 
that my intention but onety to g1VE Yout oe ome diverti [e- 
ment at toe end of wy life,and fore knowledge of the 
arfference there is between Lyſimachus and ordinary 
perſons. 
| made no difficulty of ſpeakins ſome words of 
vanity at my death, which I ſhou'd not have ut-. 
ter'din another ſeaſon, * My defire was not grant- 
ed at the firſt, as contrary to the charge they had, 
but Pexceſtas praying his friends to defer the execu- 
tion till his return, made haite to the Palace,and fal- 
ling upon his knce before theKing,beſought him ear- 
ne'tly to grant me that favour ; at firftit was refuſed 
bim,butin the end the Kings was ſo much preſs'd by 
thoſe that were about him, and by Sy/igambzs her 
ſelf, who hapned to be there, that believing my 
death was infallible though 1 ſhould be unbound, he 
granted me a favour which he thought would be un- 
Profitable tome. As ſoon as Peuceſtas had obtain'd 


it, he came back to us, and having told his fcllows 
the permiſſion the King had given him, he caus'd 
me to be unbound, and gave me a pair of Gaunt- 
lets. I received that Preſent from him very civilly, 
and having embraced him, and his fellow Conmiſh- 
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oners, who had tears'in their eyes, I went chear- 


folly down the ſtairs which led into that fatall Conrt 


where I was to find the end of my life. The Gate 
of it was inſtantly ſhut, and my Judges remain- 
ing in the Gallery, ſaw me walt fearleſs up and 
down, waiting for the enemy that was appointed 
me. 

The door of a little room where he was kept, be- 
ing drawn up, that fierce creature no ſooner ſaw 


the light, but he came out of his Den, and turning 


his head on all ſides with horrible warnings, ftruck . 
a terrour into the hearts of my very Judges, and . 


Guards; he ſtretch'd his legs twice or thrice, as to 
ſhake off the ſluggiſh reſt he had lienin, and whip. 
ping his Flanks with two or three laſhes of his: Tail, 
he began, to walk gravely toward the middle of the 
Court, at firt he turn'd his ſparkling fiery eyes 


toward the Gallery, and diſcovering a prey that was 


out of his reach, teſtified his anger , by roaring 
again, far more dreadfully than before; which 
made the ſpeQators believe they themſelves were 
hardly in ſafety, But as ſoon as he perceiv'd me; 
and ſaw me come ſtraight toward him, he gave over 
the thought of that prey to run to a nearer, and a 
more eaſie one. Then it was that the Beholders be- 
wailed my misfortune, and expreſſed their trouble 
by a loud cry ; but before that furious beaſt aſſaulted 
me, O Parijatts! (cryedI) receive this noble ſa- 
crifice, and cheriſh at laſt the memory of him 
who prefers death before life, without Pari- 
ſatis. 

| had not made an end of theſe words, when the 
Lyon flew at me ſo fiercely, and ſo ſuddenly, that 1 
had much ado to avoid the firſt encounter ; I ſav'd 
my ſelf _neverthcleſs, and half one of my fleeves 
was torn off by one of his pawes ; he would have 
turned head, but I catch'd faſt hold of the long 
hair that huns down upon his ſhoulders, and rat- 
ſing my ſelf with {trength and nimbleneſs enough, 
I leap'd upon his back. That burden to which he 
was not accuitomed, made his reins bend to 
the very ground ; and knowing the diſorder I had 
put him in,l ſtampt upon his feet with mine,and grip- 
cd him ſo cloſely with my knees and heels, that I 
gt him abſolutely down. He then inſtantly rolled 
himſelf about with me, and we began a dangerous 
ſtruggling, whercin I {till endeavoured to keep my 
advantage ; yet could I not avoid being wounded 
with his nails in divers places; but ſeeing his jaws 
open, and froathy with foam and blood, I chopp'd 
my hand ſuddenly into his throat ; my Gauntlet de- 
fended me from his teeth, yetnot ſo we!l, but that 
he dinted it in many places, and almoſt broke it in 
pieces; inthe mean time I took him by the tongue, 
and having pull'd it out of his mouth, I joyn'd my 
left hand to my right, and ſetting my knees ſtifte- 
ly againſt the hinder part of the Lyons head, and 
my feet as ſtificly againſt the ground, 7 tngg'd- with 
ſo much violence, that I tore it out by the very 
roots : The Lyon loft his ſtrength by the extremity 
of that pain, and diſcharging the reſt of his rage 
again the Earth, which he digg'd up with his 
teeth, and watred wit) his blood, he. gave me the 


teiſure to beat his skull in pieces with my Gaunt:- . 


lets. 

Oroondates who till then had hearkned attentively 
to Lyſinachn:, interrupted him in this place, ſay- 
ins; Jf 1 deſired to hear this ation from your own 
month, it was net beeanſe 1 was ionsraut of it, the 
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fame thereof is ſpread as far as the reputation of Alex- 
ander, and that proof of an admirable valour ſhall ne- 
ver periſh in the memory of men, 

 ©Twas not an act of valour, replyed Lyſtmachms, 
© but an effect of my deſpair, and of the anger of the 
© Gods, who would not give me leave to dye inthe 
©beginning of my ſufferings, and who deltined me 
©to more ſenſible ones, which I felt afterwards, 
© and to theſe laſt which I now partake with you. 
As ſoon as this furious beaſt had vomited his life out 
with his blood, Idiſ-engaged my ſelf from his paws, 
and roſe up all ſmeared with his blood, and with 
mine own which ran down from divers places of 
my body. Scarce was 1 up but I ſaw my ſelf en- 
vironed by Peuceſtzs, Python, and Neaptolemis 
who were come down into the Court, and who 
with tears in their eyes came to rejoyce with me 
for that Victory, I appeared the lea{t joyfull of all 
the company, and looking upon my Judges with a 
very moderate countenance, Send forth another Lt” 
on more furious then this, (faidT) or command that 
a great many be let looſe together, if you would have 
them kill Lyſimachus withort difficulty, 1 made not 
this reſiſtance ro ſave my ſelf, nor do I pretend to be 
more free by this vittory, then when my hands were 
bound; cauſe Tyzers, Leopards, or Elephants, to 
come forth againſt me, and do not defer tn: execution 
of Alexanders pleaſure, which I retarded only to give 
you at the end of wy life a spettacle worthy of his pre- 
ſence. 

© The Gods forbid, ( replied Pexce/*z5 ) that we 
© ſhould proceed farther without new orders from the 
<King, you too well deſerve a life which you have 
© defended with ſo much valour, nor can he refuſe it 
©you, withoutdrawing upon himſelf the hatred E<th 

© ofthe Gods and men. 

At theſe words they made me return the ſame 
way they had brought me, and though I ſollicired 
them not to defer the effeCting of their Commiſſion 
any longer, they carried me back into my ordinary 
priſon, and having left me with my uſual Keepers, 
within a while after they ſent me Chirurgions to 
dreſs thoſe flight hurts I had received ; Pari/ar;z”s 
command was therein moſt powerful over me, and 
the order I had from her, to let my life laſt {till, nade 
meſufter the remedies that were uſed to heal them. 
Then it was that my ſad thoughts renewed their 
war azainit me, and though ] was victorious over 
a Lyon, yet was I not ſo over my misfortunes, much 
I:ſs over thoſe cruel paſſions which tormented me 
with ſo much inhumanity. | was ſerv'd that day as 
I haJ! bcen before ; but the next after, the cauſe of it 
being unknown to me, I began to be better uſed 
then I had been formerly, but I was {till kept with 
the ſame care, and the entrance of my priſon was 
ſtill refuſed to my friends, and to all thoſe that could 
bring intelligence of what paſſed. The ſecond day 
after this change, I reccived a Letter from the 
Princeſs Pariſuis by the hands of my Keepers. 
Although my hope was quite extinguiſhed, my 
flames were not at all abated, and I read thoſe 
lovely Characters with ſuch raptures, as I thought 
I had no- longer - been capable of. If I remem- 


ber well, theſe were the words of her Let- 
rer, 
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Part.Il, 
| Pariſatis to Lyſmmachus. 


Partake as much in your Vifory, as 7 
| did before in your misfortune 5 Twill 

aſjure you I contributed not at all un 
it willingly, nor will I ever, but by the me. 
eeſſaty which duty impoſes upon me 5 yet what 
Laws ſoever it preſcribes me, be moſt certain, 
that which T am preſſed to ſhall never be oþ. 
tain'd, but. by the ſafety and liberty of Lyfz. 
machus. 12 the mean time, T conjure you 
to live, and to belizve it is the moſt accepts- 
ble jervice, T can ever receive from you. | 
hope for this proof of your afſeFion, and defire 
it of you with all my heart, 


This ſecond command of Pariſats was neceſſy 
ry, to make me reſolve to ſuffer the tediouſneſs of 
my re/traint ; but for the fear of offending her which 


never forſook me, I was no longer capable of thx 


reſolution, Truly the condition I was in, was the 
molt lamentable one that ever was, and had it not 
been for ſome glimpſe of hope, which my Princeſſes 
care made me to conceive, my grict alone would 
without doubt han.c executed, what my hands durſ 
not undertake ior fear of diſoheying her. 1 was 
waited on well enough, but with an eternal Glence, 
and what news ivever 1 enquired of my Keepers, 
CONcernins Puriſates, Stallias Hepneſtion, and As 
lexander, Icould never tear any thing atall, This 
perfilling to conceal from me, what pailed at Court, 
made me ſupect the truth of my miſ-fortunes, and[ 
believed it was not without an.expreſs order, they 
ſo obſtinarely reuſed whatl io earneſtly demanded, 
[ wondred wiy the King delayed my death fo long, 
and ſonetimes I ſaid unto my Keepers, What hin- 
ders the King from throwing the lait darts of his cru- 
clty at me, and why does he not free himſelf from 
fear, by freeing Hepheſtion from his enemy ? if the 
life of that Favourite be dear to him, why does he 
not provide for his ſafety, and why does he not dil 
patch that man out of the world, who will never ſuf- 
fer him to continue in it, if he be once at liber- 
ty? ls it not ( purſued 1') becauſe he deſtines 
me to deaths far more ſenſible then that 1 have 
eſcaped, and that he will not have me dye till T have 


| felt my utmolt miſeries, and with mine own eye be- 


held happy HepheStion in the arms of Pariſars ? This 
thought tranſported me ſo exceedingly, that I was 
ſometimes whole hours beſides my ſelf, nor could! 
fix my mind upon leſs fatal remembrances, 

©O Pariſatis ! (cryed I then) what favour do you 
© believe youdo me, in labouring for my ſafety, and 
© for my liberty ? Ihave lolt one of them for you, 
© and will not have the other without you. De- 
© mand rather my death of the King, or rather de- 
* mand it of your ſelf, who are the only Mittreſs of 
<it; intercede for me to that cruel Pariſaris, who 


© has fortidden me to dye, and give not my rival 


<the price of a ſafety, which I abhor without you, 
* and which I cannot receive if | loſe you. 

In ſuch like Diſcourſes and in ſuch like thoughts, 

I paſs'd full twenty days without hearing any news of 

Pariſatis, Prolomems, or any of my friends ; But! 

| detain 
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detain you too long upon a tedious ſubject, I muſt 
ſhorten the recital of it, fince theſe particulars are 
not important. I wondred at the length of my im- 
-iſonment, or rather at that of my life, and [ could 
not deviſe what [ ought to expect from that myite- 
ry, when one day being in my ordinary entertain- 
ment, I ſaw my Chamber door open; | vouchſafed 
not to lift up my head,t» ſee who came in, when an 
extraordinary luſtre {trixing my eyes, made me 
look up to conſider the perſons that came to viſit 
me. . ; 
when knew them to be the Princeſs Sratira, the 
Princeſs Pariſjatis her filter, Apamia , Arſtnoe, 
Cleone, and Prolomeus, and Ermenes with them, and 
many other Ladies that attended them. This object 
interrupted my melancholy thoughts, and made me 
fart up from my ſeatto meet and recetve them, ac- 
cording to the greatneſs of their quality, and of the 
honour they did me. 1 caſt my ſelf inftantly at their 
feet,but thoſe great Princeſſes intreated me to riſe, & 
afrerthey were ſet down by the care Prolowers took 
to p2y thoſe civilities I'was ovliged to im my Cham- 

er, the Princeſs Parifaris when ſhe had bethought 
her ſelf a while what ſhe had to ſay, ſpoke to ine 
in theſe terms, 

If this viſit have ſurpriſes you Lyſimachus, he 
words I have to ſay, will ſurprize you more ;, fothat 
were 1 not aſſured by too many trials that Lyfſimachus 
bath perfectly lov'd me, ana were not my conſcience 
clear from atl the approaches be can uſe, 1 ſhould ne- 
ver have ventured to make a neceſſary Declaration, 
and to ak him much greater, and much more dijjicult 
proofs of bis friendſnip,thai all thoſe he has alreaiy 
ſhewed me, 1n ſhort, Lyiimachus, 7 come to give 
youthe laſt marks of my aſſcion, and to receive the 
laſt teſtimonies of yours. But before I dcclare what 
I have dine for you, and what T1 -defire of yoru, 
be pleas'd that by the remainder of that Empire you 
have given me over you, I require ſome aſſurance, 
ard engage you to praut what I hope for from you, 
of what nature ſoever it be. 

Fhe beginning of this Diſcourſe cauſed a ſtrange 
perplexity inmy mind, & made me gueſs part of my 
misfortunes: But while I waited trembling for the 


continuation of it,] ſaw the Princeſs had made itop to ' 


hearken to my anſwer, I cait my ſelf at her fect a 
ſecond time,and lifting up my hands and eyes, *I pro- 
*teltto you, Madam, \ ſaid 1) by the reſpect we 
owe to the Divimties that hear us, and by that I 
*owe unto your ſelf, which is much more confidera- 
*ble to me, that there is but one only thing wherein 
<Ican diſobey you, and that if you forbid me not 
*to love you, I will cxecute all your commands as 
*religiouſly as,you can defire, 

The Princeſs ſeem d ſatisfhed with this Diſcourſe, 
and having commanded me to riſe, ſhe continued 
bers onthis manner : After this aſſurance, Lyſima- 
chus, 1 will make no more difficuity to open my heart 
to you, to let you know what it would be hard for you 
zo be longer ignorant of, and to make thoſe requeſts 
royou, which I diſpoſed my ſelf to, with a great acal 
of fear, and diſtruſt of my forces, Know then that 
the caiiſe which brings ts hither, 5 no other tnanto 
rirg you from heace, and with your liberty to reſtore 


Jou the Kings f.vour, and wich greater advantages ' 


near his perſon, than thoſe you have loſt, The Queen 
my mother hath been carefuily induſtrious in the buſi- 
neſſe, the Queen my ſiſter refuſed the King her Hus- 
band the conſent he defired of ker,till ſhe bad got acer- 
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lam not able to tell you my aitonuiſhment, 


Her fair eyes ſhed fome tears in ſpite of her, © 
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tain grant of your ſafety, neither did I yeild that 
which was required of me, till the Kings word had 
freed :.e from thoſe fears I was in for you; but only 
Hepheſtion coxld obtain,wbart all of ns had begg'd in 
vain; and inſhort,"tis to that enemy you are indebred 
for your life liberty, he imployed his power in it hand- 
ſomcly, and with ſucceſs, and touch'd my heart more 
by rhe generoſity of that attion, than by the memory 
of all his ſervices, But withal , .Lyſimachus, *:s 


for the price of yeur ſafety that Alexangdy has ob- 
rain d Statira for his wife, and that Hepheltton has 


married Parilatis, ' Be not aſtoniſned I beſeech you, 
(faid ſhe, ſeeing me grow pale, and almoſt like to 
tatat in Prolowers his arms) but call up your oreat 
conrage in a mijſortune for which you were already 
preparca, or at leaſt ought to bave been ſo, by the 
reaſons I have often allcdged to you, True it'ss He- 
pheltion 2s 2y Hiuband, the Gods, the Queens com- 
mand, wy aity, and the merit of his ſervices bave 
given we to him: 1 will not urge for my juſtification, 
what I have tld you a thouſand times;but 1 will only 
conjure yoity, by all the power over you T have net lefr, 
to conſent to thi alteration of my fortune without at- 
tempting any thing againſt your ſclf, ro change that 
vialert paſſion which has brought you to ſo great ex-" 
fren.ucs, into a more moacrate friendſhip, ſuch a 
one as T heretofore conld have deſired from Artaxerx- 
cs, and which I will requite by the ſume inclinations 
I bad heretofore for that dear brother , and lay 
( which I mo{t earneſtly beg of you) ro artempr ns - 
thing avuinst himwhomthe Gods have given me for 
my tUuband, I will not alledge what he has done for 
yon,after 19:41 you havedone againſt himyc+ un ſpite of 
your threats and daily deſigns againſt ws life ;, thes 
ſervice 15 tootuconſiacrable to ſtrangle your intereſts, 
and generoſity alone obliged him to ſave the life of an 
enemy, by the lyſſe whereof he micht have ſecured 
his own, But in ſhort, Lyſimachus, he i my huſ- 
bany and you cannos touch his life, witheut making 
your paſſace to it through wine, You cannot hurt 
llepheſtion, wirhour wounding Pariſatis,: nor can 


Jon behold him as ai enemy, and not look, with an eye 


of hatred upon her you have ſo perfeitly loved, I 
thought fit to repreſent this unto yer, though the pro- 
miſe you have aready made me, might have freed 
me from that care, but tis to let you ſee, 1 will nei- 
ther abuſe your affetion, nor make any requeſts to 
you that are net reaſonable, Who will furniſh me 
with words (generous Prince) to expreſs the motions 
of my ſoul, at the concluſion of this ſad diſcourſe ; 
or rather who will furniſh me with an heart tg remem- 
ber this miſerable part of my life, and not expire in 
your preſence? But whyſhould Taye at the remembrance 
of a misfortune,ſuace I ſupported the misformune it ſelf 
without dying, andibat I have conſerv'd my life, af- 
ter events which were yetmore fatal ? 

[tit true, this cruel Declaration, and theſe rigo- 
rous commands kilPd me rot, but the condition they 
reduced me to, was little different from that of, a 
dead body. I ſunk down between Pro/omens his 
arms, with very little ſenſe or knowledge, and look- 
ing upon Pariſi without ſpeaking or itirring, I by 
that ſilence and unmoveablencſs, expreſſed my grief 
more to thelife, thanl could have done by the fad- 
deſt words which the greatneſs of my affliction could 
put into my mouth, All the company ſeemed to 
participate 1nmy forrog,, and Par/arzs her ſelf h 
not conſtancy enough to. dilemble her. compa 
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*twas in ſpite of me that Iremained alive, after that 
fatal ſentence of my death. And truly when reflect 
upon that deplorable part of my life, I can accuſe no- 
thing for its conſervation, but the ſame anger of the 
Gods, who ſaved me fromthe paw of the Lion, and 
which prolonged my days itill, to reſerve me tomy 
utmoſt misfortunes. When I had continued a long 
time in trances which deprived me of ſpeech, and 
ſeemed to forbid me the uſe of all my ſenſes, I be- 
gan to be aſhamed of my weakneſs, and did my beſt 
endeavours to ſhew ſome marks of courage inthe 
' moſt dangerous occaſion I had ever met. It was 
with much difficulty it gave me ſtrength enough to 
ſettle my ſelf, and to conſider the condition 1 was 
in, andall the reſt of the company : their faces had 
borrowed ſome of the ſadneſs of mine, and thoſe de- 
ſolate perſons ſeem'd rather to have been come thi- 
ther to pronounce the decree of my death, than to 
reſtore me my liberty. 
I turn'd my eyes ſlowly upon Parifarrs's, and ha- 
ving look'd upon her a while without ſpeaking, at 
laſt with a broſcen ſigh I ſaid to her. © Are youthen 
© Hepheſtions wife Madam, and was it to give me 
* that pleaſing ſpeQtacle you forbad me to dye? / 
forbad you to ate (anſwered my Princeſs) becauſe 1 
ſhould have been very ſenſible of your death, and be- 
' cauſe your life ſhall ever be very dear tome; and 1 
commanded you to live, that in you 1 might preſerve 
bim whom 1 will love as my brother, = 1 cannot 
love him as my buiband, *©1 am infinitely obliged 
* to you (replicd / with a feeble voice) and | receive 
© no light mark of your affection, in the command 
©you Ly vpon me, to givethat paſſion+to Fepheſtion 
which / have had for you. © 7 do rot require of 
&« you( ſaid Pariſatis ) that you ſhould love him as 
& ardently as I believe you have lov'd me, but I with 
& all my heart beſeech you not to hate him who from 
& henceforth muſt be the bettcr part of my ſelf, and 
«not to injure in his perſon that of Pariſarrs, to 
& whom you have expreſſed more affection than ſhe 
<& deſerved, and more then ſhe was able to requite. 
& Nor do [ forbid you to love me ; onthe contrary I 
© beſeech you to live that you may love me, and | 
<« afſure my ſelf my husband will not be jealousof the 
<« affetion which | yet deſire from-you ; but I entreat 
*<youto reduce it within ſuch bounds as may permit 
& me to ſuffer it,and to cut offall violences,conſerving 
<< only a pure good will towards me, as I will toward 
«you ſo long as [ live. Do you not promiſe it me Ly- 
' ſimachui?Attheſe words making aitop, ſhe put forth 
her hand to meas to give mea pledge of the frien- 
ſhip ſhe offered me, and to ask afſurance of that ſhe 
required from me. Although | ſaw my death infallible 
on all fides I would yet dye handſomelyhowever,and 
till my lait gaſp give her cauſe to commend the ſince- 
Tity and perfection of my love. With that deſign, not 
reſiiting anylonger, *I anſwer'd : Yes, Madam,l pro- 
© miſe you that I will never diſobey you whilel live, I 
< will lay my neck under Hepheſtions foot if you de- 
<fireit, and with reſpect and ſubmiſhon will kiſs 
©the very hand that nivrthers me : If you command 
© me, 1 will do more yet, and if for the ſmall remnant 
< of my life I cannot change the nature of my affecti- 
*cn, lat leaſt proteſt to you, that you ſhall never 
© be troubled with it, and that neither you nor your 
© husband, ſhall ever have any cauſe to complain of 
© my words or aCtions, Having ſaid thns, / took her 
hand which ſhe held out to me, and kneeling down 
upon one knee, 7 kifledi t with a profound ſubmiſſ- 
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on, That was the only time in my whole life 7eer 
had that favour, and though the Princeſle bluſh'qy, 
ſee me give my ſelf a liberty 7 had never taken he. 
fore, yet did ſhe not envy me ſo ſmall a ſatisfaction in 
the loſs of all my hopes. 

After this action all the Ladies came kindly y 
me, and endeavoured by words of conſolation tg 
ſweeten the exceſſive grief wherein I was buried; by 
I was inſenſible of all thoſe teſtimonies of thcir goa 
will, and appeared ſo prepoſſeſied with my misfe. 
tune, that they almoſt loſt hope of ever ſetling ne 
while I liv'd. It would be hard for me to tell yy 
Ptolomews his kindneſſes, and the proofs I receiv'qg 
his afteion; after the time that he had becn ſet x 
liberty, he might have married Apama, for heh 
Her conſent, as likewiſe Artabaſus and the Kings; 
and if he had pleas'd, his marriage might have bee 
celebrated with the Kings, Zepheſtions, and many 
other Lords who matched themſelves with the Px. 
ſtan Ladies; but he was not able to reſolve upq 
actions of rejoycing while I was in danger and capti. 


vity, and therefore would needs defer his happiney 4 


till the alteration of my fortune, .4rſnoe had key 
her ſiſter company, and had retarded her weddirp 
with Exmenes out of the ſame conſideration, 


that occaſion of ſerving them, and that wounded as 
he was, he waited upon them to the King, and 
fell down with them at his fect, and never ſtirr'd from 
thence till he had obtain'd that 7ſhould be ſet at liber 


ty, andreſtored to the ſime favour / was in befor 


niy diſgrace : That the King granted them their re- 
queſt, with this reſervation, that I ſhould continuein 
priſon till his 1narriage and Hepheſt:ovs were accom 
pliſhed, fearing leſt 1 ſhould trouble their weddings 
by ſome new folly : That after this aſſurance of my 
life, order was given I ſhould be better uſed than be- 


fore, but that my keepers were forbidden upon pain 


of death, to tell me any thing that paſſed at Cour, 
or to let in any body who could give me the leaſt no- 
tice of it ; that this was the cauſe why I was ignorant 
of thoſe fatal marriages, which were celebrated with 
much pompand magnificence, preſently after Hephe- 
ſtion was cured, | 

He added for my conſolation, that the Princeſle 
Parifatis was like to have died with grief upon het 
wedding day, and that all they who had ſeen herin 
that condition were afraid her marriage-bed would 
have beenher grave ; that ſhe had fainting fits in the 
Temple, and that by her ſadneſs ſhe had abated much 
of the publique rejoycing. . After all this diſcourſe 
which I hearkened to without being moved, and asa 
perſon who no longer had any intereſt in the world, 
the Princefles would needs have me out with them 
and accompany them to the King, whom they in- 
tended to preſent me to that very day. I ſuffered 
my ſelf to be guided by their will, as a man who had 
none left of my own, nor any other motion = 
waat 


| gave 
Ptolomew thanks for that lait teſtimony of his front + 
ſhip, as well as | was able ina condition which may 
me incapable of all things : Before I went out « 
Priſon, I learn'd from him more at large, that aftre 
my victory over the Lion, the Qyeen, and thetwy 
Princeſſes her daughters, had been upon their knees © 
to the King,to beg my pardcn ; that Pari/ari male 
Statira imploy all the power ſhe had with him, ad 
that ſhe her ſelf had made Hepheſtion deſpair of 
poſſeſſing her, otherwiſe than by my ſafety and i. 
berty: That Hepheſtion, either ſet on by that conſid. 
ration, or by his own generoſity, nobly embraced 
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was given him, They cauſed me to come up in- 
© their Chariot, and carried me with them as a 
vitim to the Alter, or at leaſt as a man deprived of 
ſence, and knowledge ; all thoſe we metas we went 
in, renewed their proteitations of friendſhip to me, 
and followed in a croud to Syſigambz's chamber, 
- where the King was attended by the chief of his 
Court, except Hepheſtion, who would not redouble 
my griefs by his preſence, without having cauſed me 
to be prepared to ſee him, As ſoon as we centred into 

| the chamber, the King came forward to mcet the 
een, who held me by the hand, and without giv- 
ing her time tO ſpeak, or me hardly to kneel down, 
he gave me his hand, and lifting me up faid, *Let's 
< not talk of what is pait, Zyſimachus, we have both 
| «done amiſſe, and our faults are mutual, but my 
| «ill is, that from this time forward we hold a better 
©correſpondence, and drown the remembrance both 
& of my rigour, and of your diſobedtence, in better 
| uſages. With theſe words he embraced me tender- 
| ty; and though my forrow feem'd to have extin- 
uiſh'd in me all ſence of any thing, the vencration I 
E had ſtill remaining to the perſon of my King, made 
© me ſenſible of his favour, and obliged me toanſwer ; 
& <Sir, 1 confeſs my ſelf as guilty as a man can be, but 


what 


| <your Majeſty has not been inſenſible your ſelf of | 


(that paſſion which has been the cauſe of all my faults, 
© nor canl alledse any thing but love for the juſtifica- 
(tion of my crimes. Let's ſpeak no more of a1( re- 
© pliedthe King) Love me as Alexander, and I will 
always remew:ber you are Lyſimachus; ſaying thus, 
© heembraced me a ſecond time, and having expreſ- 
EZ feda great deal of kindnefſe rome, he exalted my 
= combat againſt the Lion with praiſes which made the 
= whole company know he eltcem'd that ation in- 
® finitely, and that it had touch'd him more than all 
Z theprayers which had been made to him in favour of 
me - | 
E Afﬀer theſe diſcourſes and ſome other, to which I 
& was not able to make anſwer >ſo exceedingly was I 
| caſt down with the violence of my affliction, the 
* King askid me if for his ſake, and Pariſcris's, I wonld 


E not ſee Hepheſtion, This queltion made me tremble, 


# andchange colour ; and if the King had obſerv'd my 
| countenance, he might have found the alteraticn he 
had cauſed in it ; yet I forced my ſelf to anſwer, 
That I would neither diſobey him, ner the Princeſſe 
| Parifatis, while I1iv'd. Conſider a little F befecch 
you, and withall admire the wonderful change of my 
| humour; ſee how mild I was grown, and how diffe- 
rent from that furious Lyſmachus, who but a few 
8 days before ran with his ſword drawn unto Hepheſti- 
# 02s houſe, to kill him in the middeſt of all his follow- 
ers; and who to fatisfic his paſſion, had blindly pre- 
cipitated himſelf into a moſt evident death; who had 
deſpiſed the Kings threats, out braved the puniſh- 
ments prepared for him,.and ſhut his eyes againſt 
all manner of conſiderations, to content his rage. 
Certainly, when | make reflexion upon this ſud- 
| den Meramorphoſis, 1 cannot ſufficiently admirethe 
{ Power of Pariſartis whoſe will had ina moment car- 
ried mine from one extremity to the other, nor for- 
bear concluding by this proof, that never man equal- 
led me inthe perfection of Love. It is a ſmall mat- 
- ter to undertake Combats, to run headlong into 
dangers for a perſon that one loves, glory alone can 
| inſpire us with theſe deſignes ; but todevelt ones ſelf 
of the molt preſſing and moſtviolent thoughts a ſoul is 
able to conceive or ſuffer, to cait off the intereſts ofa 
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mans own life to eſtabliſh the repoſe of his enemy 3 
by the loſſe of hisown ; and to paſs from an exceſs 
of rage, to ſuch ſubmiſhve reſignations, is that which 
we ſee in very few perſons ; aed if in what you did - 
at S/a for the 4 xn of Alexander, you had not 
ſhewn an admirable example of a generoſity of this 
nature, I ſhould ſay, it were that which appertzins 
tono body but Zy/imachu alone. In the mean time, 
Hepheſtion,to whom the King had ſent togive notice, 
came into the Chamber ; and though I had done all 
that poſſibly I could to diſpoſe my ſelf to that inter- 
view, and to recall all the courage I had left, for 
that action, I could not keep my ſelf from waxing . 
pale, nor from trembling and expreſſing thereby,and 
by the trouble of my countenance, into what a per- 
plexity thatſight had put me; I was like to have fal- 
len in aſwoun, and if 1 had not teen upheld by ſome 
of my friends who were near me, I ſhould without 
doubt have ſunk to the ground, and by that action 
have laid my ſelf proſtrate before my Conquerour, 
and the poſſcflor of Pari/aris. | 

Hepheſtion without farther Ceremony, and with- 
out ſtaying for the Kings command, came toward 
me with openarms, and though my confuſion made 
me uncivil, and kept me from goings to meet him, he 
was content to come the whole way, and was ſo mo- 
deſt as to accommodate his countenance, not to the 
happinefſe of His condition, but to the misfortune of 
Mine. He embraced me many times, without be- 
ing repulſed by the colenefle of my reception, and 
with much tenderneſſe made proteltations of friend- 
ſhipto me, which I had not conſtancy enough to an- 
ſwer, 

The cauſe of my ſadneſſe and confuſion was ſuf. 
ficiently known to procure pardon for my incivility 
from perſons who knew that in another ſeaſon, and 
in another condition, I ſhould have behaved my ſelf 
otherwiſe ; and Hepheſtion eaſily excuſing it himſelf, 
did not ſeem cooled by my ſilence, but ſaid to me 
witha very obliging faſhion, 7 would it pleas'd the 
Gods, Lyſimachus, that 1 could buy your friendſhip 
with any other price except Pariſatis ; they are my 
witneſſes, that I have nothing ſo precious, but 1 
would give it joyfulily;, and that after that of my 
Princeſſe, and of wy King, I ſhould never account 
any ſo dear, 

Notwithſtanding the trouble, or rather the diſtraCti- 
on | was in, I was not utterly inſenſible of this Diſ- 
courſe, and drawing a ſigh from the bottome of my 
heart, © O Hephe3tion! (ſaid I) how lawfully is 
© Pariſatis due to you, and how well hath the King 
placed his afteftion, enjoy both peaceably, and for- 
* get what rage produced in him who was not capable 
© of it for any thing but Pariſar:s, | 

After theſe words, we embraced one another a- 
gain many times, andthe King made me promiſe him, 
that I would be ZepheH4ons friend all the reſt of my 
life, Certainly he deſerved that friendſhip very well, 
from any other body except Lyſimachw, and his 
good qualities. wrought as great an efteemin me, 
as in thoſe to whom he always had becn dear. Be- 
ſides, his manner of carriage obliged me to a good 
will cowards him; butif I was content to love. him 
as Hepheſtion, who was gallant, noble, generous, 
and one who behaved himſelf roward me in a very 
winnins faſhion; I could not look upon him as Peri- 
ſatis's husband, without confidering him as the ra- 
viſher of my happineſſe, ani the deſtroyer of my 
repoſe, and of iny life, Tho King, and the ge»: 

- ut 
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but above all the Princeſſe Pariſarss expreſſed a great | 


deal of joy at this reconciliation, and within two 
dayes afier Pro/omens ſeeing ſome change in the con- 
dition of my affairs, married his dear -ipar44, and 
Eumenes the Princeſs Arſinoe her ſiſter. The whole 
Court intereſſed it ſelf in this alliance, and upon that 
occaſion renewed the rejoycings of the former Wed- 
dings. But though I was Yrolomenus his neareſt 
friend, and that I participated in his particular joy, 
I had no ſhare at all in the publick, nor did I make 
one inany of thoſe mectings wherewith his marriage 
was folemnized. The next day after it Roxana came 
to Suſa, and within two more, I ſunk under the bur- 
then of my afflictions, and not being able to reſiſt the 
violence of my ſorrow any longer, | fell ſick. Then 
it was I prais'd the Gods, believing I might let them 
and nature work, without diſobeying Yariſarzs ; it 
ſufficed me not to lay violent hands upon my ſelf, 
and to take the remedies preſcribed me, that I might 
not rebel againit her commands ; but I was not Ma- 


ſter of my grief, and if it effected of it ſelf; what , 


my hands had not the liberty to execute, I was not to 
be condemned for that. This was the account I 
gave her, and that which Ialledged for my juſtificati- 
on, when ſhe complained of the little care I had to 
pleaſe her in the conſervation of a life which ſhe had 
recommended to me. 

The Kins whoſe former hatred was changed into a 
real affection to me, and who looked upon my ſor- 
rows with much compaſſion, expreſſed a great deal 
for my fickneſſe ; The Queens appeared afflicted at 
it, and did me the honovr to viſit me often, but 
Hepheftion was he who behaved himſelf the hand- 
ſomeliet in that occaſion ; hee was not ſatisfied 
with being'every day at my bedſide, nor with ſhow- 
ing himſelf next Prolowers the molt diligent of all my 
friends ; neither did he think it enough that the Prin- 
ceſs his Wife came many times to ſee me, but he ac- 
cuſed her himſelf of il] nature, ard ſollicited her to 
viſitme oftner ; he brought her divers times himſelf 
and going away with out her, gave me as much liber- 
ty to entertain her as I could with : True it is, that 
by long converſing with that Princefſe, he hada per- 
feat knowledpe of her vertue, and his aſſurance of it 
made him the leſſe ſevere in guarding that which ran 
no hazzard under ſo ſafe a cuſtody. So civil, ſo free, 
and ſo obliging a comportmnet, gained very much 
upon me, but it impaired my condition ; for Par:ſa- 
ts's affection to her Husband , was redoubled by 
the franknefſe of his procceding,and by the confidence 
he had of her; and it worught a belicf even in me, 
that I could not without baſeneſs undermine the af- 
feQtion ſhe owed unto ſo generous a Husband, and 
to whom I was nearly obliged. 

This conſideration and that of her vertue kept my 
mouth almoſt always ſhut, and hardly permitted me 
ſo much as to complain in her preſence, of thoſe tor- 
ments which brought me to my grave; true it is, that 
my looks ſpoke to her with eloquence enough, and 
that through them ſhe caſily might read, all that my 
mouth could have made her comprehend. Truly I 
have all the cauſe in the world to acknowledge her 
good nature, whereof I could not-defire any proofs 
which I received not from her every day, and though 
ſhee no way abuſed the liberty Hepheſtion gave her, 
but was rather obliged by his freedome to live with 
more reſervedneſſe, then ſhe needed to have done if 
her Husband had been lefſe generous; yet did ſhee 
forget nothing ſhe could or ought to do, that ſhe 
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might not be accuſed of ingratitude. She waz 
my bedfide with Arf:zzoe, and AFpaſia one 
which was the moſt dangerous of all my ſick 

the Phyſitians being at that time almoſt in deſpairg 
my recovery ; the knowledge my weakneſs pzy 


me, that was drawing near my end, btoughty, 
a real conſolation ; and the hope I had, that 1 migh 
perchance be ſo happy as to finiſh my days in th 
fight of my Princefſe, made me turn my eyes floy! 

toward her, and looking upon her with that reſye6 
which I had ever perfectly conſerved, after two g 
three ſighs drawn from a weak and dying bref, | 
with the little ſtrength I had left, ſpoke to her 
this manner :. To day it i, (Madam) I ſhall arrin 
at the end of that Race which 1 have glotouſlyry, 
and 1 ſhall ſee that happy conclſion. of my pains, ay 
of my life, which I ever propoſed unto my ſelf ; I cal 
the Gods that hear 1s, to be Witneſſes of the laſt py 
teſtation I makg to you that through the whole com|, 
of that noble paſſion I bave bad for the PrinceſſePz 
riſatis, 7 never aſpired to a more advantageous fy 
tune then that of dying fer her. Not but that th 
greatneſs of my love, and the encouragement of yay 
promiſes, had raiſed me to hopes that were too hich 
and had blotted oat of my mind the knowledge of ny 
ſelf, to make me pretend unto a prize which 1 coi 
not worthily look upon ; but if at the laſt worn 
a life which 1loſe for.you, you ought to give any 
ait ro my words, 1 conjure you to belicue, that Thay 
alwayes equally eſtcemed theſe two advantages, 
poſſeſſe Pariſatis, or to die for Parilatis * the firſt by 
been denyed me, and the Gods have granted meth 
laſt, Hepheition bas the happineſſe to po{ji fſe ke, 
and Lyſimachus the glory to die for her. If I hav 
been jraboes of Hepheſtions fortune, he oght 10 
vy my aeſtin; 5 and if bis paſſion could not be mat 


komonrable concluſion, After the Declrationl 
make to you of rhisiruth, ſuffer we, I beſecch yi, 
Alacam, ſuffer me for piitys fake, to rell y:u on 
a7tin ar the extremity of wy life, that 1 die yours and 
that 1 yield up toyou a ſoul pure, andclean even totit 
ſmalleſt thought; a ſul that was never touch'd bn 
for you alone, with that paſſion which drives it frm 
this boay, to maxC it take amore gallant flight ; a foi 
that parts riot from its body to forſake your ſerwit, 
but totie its ſelf inſeparavly unto you ; . whitþer ſoeur 
you move your foot this faithful ſpirit ſhall wait upat 
you, but will not borrow any ſhape that may affrigit 
you, and being neither viſible nor palpable, it without 


neſſes, its nature 15 capable to enjoy. Be not jealow 
of its goud fortune, ſince it ſhall not be incommodicw 
to you, andif I yet may be permitted to importune. yu 
with 1;y prayers, give me leaue to conjure you to afford 
ſome moment of your life, to the remembrance of tit 
mot faithful of all thoſe that have ever lovedym 
and wha with a mo5t perfett joy bequeaths you 6 
life which he had dedicated to none bur you « 
lore. 

My weakneſs would not ſuffer me to ſay mote, 
and ſcarce had I ftrength enough to: pronounce the 
laſt words diltinctly. , But how great conſtancy 
ſoever Pariſatts had ſhown through the whole courſe 
of her life, it was impoſſible for her to diſſcmble 
her compaſſion, and to retain tears which running 
along her cheeks, fell down from thence upon mine. 


them 


# 


happily reCompenced, wine Could not wave a mat 


being perceiv'd by you, will raſte the moſt ſolid happi- Þ 


That ſight gave me all the conſolation I could receive, 
but as ſoon as ever ſhe had wiped her eyes, turmng 
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them towards me with an air that was languiſhing 
and imperious both together. 

c£No, Lyſtmach (ſaid ſhe) I will never Con- 
© ſent unto your death, nor can You without putting 
© mine in danger, abandon your life as youdo; it is 
cas dear to mezas.you can, and ought to with, neither 
«can you neglect 1t after this knowledge, without a 
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| was not able to reply, and when I would have 
at forth my hand to give her the lait aſſurance of 
my fidelity, my ftrength failed me, and I feil into 
ſich a weaknefſe, as made me loſe botn all know- 


| ledge, and the uſe of a!l my ſenſes. The Phyſitians 


defired che Princeſie to retire, and they laboured a- 
bout me with ſo much care, that they brought me 
romy ſelf again ; the ret ofthe day was ſpentin ap- 
plying remedies, and contrary to their opinion, and 
to that of the whole world ; the night following had 
a very favourable c7:/;s, In ſhort, the Gods would 
not ſuffer me to dye, and from that day they that 
waited upon me, obſerved a viſible amendment. 
All my friends ſhewed an extraordinary joy, and 
Pariſaris appeared not the leaſt ſatisfied at it; they 
all continued the proofs of their good will toward 
me, and contributed whatſoever depended upon 
their aſſiſtance, toward my recovery. Why ſhould 
I hold you longer in this tedious Narration ? I reco- 
vered inthe end, and whether I would or no, got up 
again from that ſickneſs, upon which I had grounded 
my lait hopes. 

[ ieft my bed, and my Chamber, but not that 
mortal ſorrow, wich ought to have brought me to 
my grave, yct had not the-ftrength to ſend me thi- 
ther, ſo ſoon as | deſired. I ſaw the Court again in 
greater pomp and ſplendor then ever it had been, and 
I obſerved joy in all faces except my own, and 
Queen Statir.'s ; the reaſon of her ſadneſs was un- 
known tome, yet now I no longer doubt but that it 
was cauſed by the diſcourſes of Roxana, and by the 
knowledge of your innocence. 

All objects of joy to me, were objects of deſoſati- 
on and though my frien1s uſed all their endeavoursto 
comfort and divert me, and that ti;c King was very 
kind and liberal to me ; their cares were all unprofit- 
able, and did nothing but aggravate a ſorrow which 
was no longer in a condition to ſutjer either remedy 
or conſolation, The King to make me amends for 
the lofſe of P2riſatis, would have married me to a 
Princeſs of the ſame quality, the daughter of King 
Occhus, Darins his Predeceſlor, and exceeding 


| fairand vertuous Lady : butl1 rhank'd him for that 


honour, in tearms that made him ſee I was not capa- 
ble of a ſecond affection. | 

In the mean time I lived as a man who deſired on- 
ly todie, and I drew matter of ſadneſs from all man- 
ner of encounters; if I ſaw the King ſometimes, 
I could not look upon him as other then the Author 
ofmy unhappineſs, and the unjuſt arbitrator of my 
miſerable fortune; if I ſaw HZepheſtion, 1 could not 
conſider him as other then the murtherer of my life, 
andthe raviſher of Pariſatrs, and if I caſt my eyes 
upon Pariſars, I beheld her no longer as the M1- 
ſtreſs of my ſoul, but as the wife of Hepheſtion. 
This burthen of aflictions made me to reſolve to 
leave a place where all objects were fatal to me. To 
that end, having asked the Kings leave for a few days 
[ went from Suſz with a ſmall train, and with Abu- 
lites his Permiſſion, retired to that houſe of his where 
[ had been dreſs'd, and had lien concealed for ſome 


CASSAINDRY 


—— 


"to whom it ſhall ever be very dear. 
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time after my combat with #epheſtion, the ſitnati- 

. on of it was very pleaſing,and ſuitable to myſolitary, 
thinking humour, it ſtood in. an exceeding high 
Wood, -near the River Hydaſpes, and was beautified 
Fountains, Grots, Allies, Arbours, and all manner 
of ſuch like ornaments. I ſpent ſome time there, in 
an entertainment conformable to my preſent conditi- 
on; ſometimes | ſoughtout the gloomieſt ſhades in 
all the woods, and lying down at the foot of ſome 
Oak, I recall'd into my memory the paſt accidents 
of my lite, and making a mixture of ſad and delight- 
tull choughts, I was fo ingenious in tormenting my 
ſelf, that I drown'd all the pleaſures and content- 
ments had felt, in the remembrance of my laſt mis- 
fortunes. | 

Other while ſitting by the River ſide,and fixing my 
eyes upon the waters, which rolled impetuouſly a: 
way, I compared the laſting of the delights 1 had 
enjoyed, unto the ſwiſtneſs of their ſtream, and 
Pariſatts*s coldneſs to the coldneſs of that element. 
That Princeſs had at leaſt this cauſe to praiſe 
the fidelity of my love, that in all my deepeit me- 
lancholy, I never accuſed her in the ſmalleſt 
thought, nor ſpent one moment in the defire of 
ſhaking off the yoak the had impoſed upon me for 
the remainder of my days. I never complained of 
her, I never made any wiſhes againſt the pleaſures 
ſhe enjoyed with Hephe$tion; nor did I ever re- 
pine at the years I had ſpent in her ſervice with 
ſo little fruit : I kept my ſelf alwayes without wa+ 
vering in my firit inclinations, and never repented * 
that I had given my life to her, who had given' her 
ſelf toanother. 

The place of my retreat, was known to very few, 
and not being willing to be troubled in my ſolitude 
by the viſits of my friends, I hardly diſcovered it ſo 
much as to Prolomeus, Yet could I not hinder ma- 
ny others from learning where I was, nor my ſelf 
from often being viſited by thoſe that were moſt af- 
fectionate to me : They attempted in vain to bring 
me back to Court, and inſtead of working that de- 
Gre in me by their diſcourſe, they made me think of 
ſeeking a farther retreat that might be unknown to 
all men living. Iwas not onely viſited by my friends, 
but in my ſolttarineſs I received alfo a Letter from 
Pariſatis, which ſhe wrote to me, as I have learned 
lince, by HepheHions conſent. Although I ſeem'd 
unſenſible of any happineſs, yet was I ſufficiently 
touch'd with one of that nature, and the inward mo- 
tions wherewith I read her Letter, were. very far. 
from that indifferency I ſhowed to all things elſe. The 
words of it I think were theſe, or to this  pur- 
poſe. 


Pariſatis to Lyſmmachus. 


Honeh Thave not at all contributed to 
| Lyſimachus his exile, the whole 


Conrt aske me what is become of 
him, and they accuſe none but me for his vo- 
luntary baniſhment, T envy not the delithts 
ou taſle in your ſolitarineſs, but T pity your 
friends, whom this retirement hath deprived 
of your Company, and particularly Parilatis, 


It 
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If this Letter had commanded me expreſly to re- 
turn to Court, there is no queſtion but how great an 
averſion ſoever I had to it, the perfect obedience 

' wherewith 1 had refign'd my ſelf wholly to the will 
of Pariſatis, would have made me forſake my de- 
fart; but ſeeing it left meſtill the liberty of that a- 
bode, I: ſtirr'd not from thence, but ſpent ſome 
moneths in my melancholy thoughts, andin reading 
the works of good Calliithenes, which he had be- 
queathed to me alone;as to the deareſt of all his ſcho- 
lars, and he who had the molt perfectly honoured 
him during his life. In that Philoſophy I ſought for 
ſome conſolation in my misfortunes, and doubtleſle 
I found a great deal more init, than in the conver- 
ſation of my friends ; the ſolidity of his reaſonings 
affording me wherewithall to lull my afflictions a- 
ſleep for ſome few moments. 

In the mean time this languiſhing decayed me in- 
ſenſibly, and had wonderfully altered me,” when my 
fortune receiv'd a {trange revolution, I heard by 
Prolomeus that HepheStion was ſick, and that Par:- 
ſatts tended him in his ſicknefle with a care that viſi- 
bly teſtified her affection to him. I defired Prolo- 
mew to-viſit her from me, and afſure her, that if 
his fickneſſe laſted, or grew more dangerous, | 
would forſake my retirement to wait upon him, 
and repay part of his civilities. I believ'd neverthe- 
lefs he would not be much pleas'd to ſee one that had 
ſo great intereſt in his death, and ſo great cauſe to 
defire it, according to all the appearances in ttc 
world. This conſideration, together with my ha- 
fred of the Court, hindred me from leaving my 
ſolitude. But within a few dayes after, Prolomers 
came to me again, and as ſoon as ever he ſaw me, 
© Chear up Lyſimachns (ſaid he) take courage, and 
© change your manner of life, in changing your con- 
< dition, Zephe#tion is dead,and has lett Pari/arts for 
© Lyſimachus, 

I] am not able to tell you the aſtoniſhment theſe 
words cauſed in me, nor to expreſſe the motions that 
agitated my ſoul. I was ſtruck mute and unmoveable, 
and Prolomers had talked to mea good while before ] 
thought of welcoming or anſwering him. When 
I was come a little to my ſelf. © Oh Prolomers (cry- 
©ed]) what do you tell me? is HepheStion dead ? 
©Heis, ( replied Prolomers ) and that, above two 
© hours before I came from Su/a. - At this contirma- 
tion I remained more ſurpriſed than before, and in 
: the greateſt confuſion of thoughts my mind was ever 
 intangledin; I proteſt truly to you I was ſorry for 
HephbeStion,as well by reaſon of the freſh obligations 

I had tohim, as of the efteem which the merit of his 
perſon had wrought in me as well as others, and be- 
cauſe I knew Pariſaris would be moſt ſenſibly af- 
fAicted., Yet will I not diſſemble with you, thar in 
this encounter I could not forget my intereit, and 
that I had not generoſity enough, to make my ſorrow 
for his loſs drown the hopes it revived in me ; Ilov'd 
my ſelf ſo well as to find comfort for his death, in 
the advantages it brought me, and I was modeſt e- 
nough to diſſemble the ſatisfaction which in probabi- 
lity it was like to give me. But not being able to 
conceal any thing from Prolomews, I could not long 
diſguiſe my thoughts to him, not the divers alteratt- 
ons that news produced in me. His thoughts were 
conformable to mine, but being really my friend, and 
tying himſelf inſeparably tro my fortune , the re- 
membrance of my intereſts was ſtronger than the 
grief I might elſe have had for ſo greata Man, -and 
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| made him paſſe over a death which alone ſeemdy 
eltabliſh his friends life. 

When we had diſcourſed long upon that accide, 
and that he had told me the particulars of his dex 
which were-no other than what are ordinary in nay, 
ral ſickneſſe, he perſwaded me to return to Su{; 
as well to pay my reſpects to that ]lluftrious wid 
dow, as to wait uponthe King, who was no waytg 
be comforted, and who by his words and ation 
made ſome believe he would ac.ompany Hepheſtin 
in his grave. I reſilted not his defire, but referring 
my ſelf to be guided by him, an4 by fortune wh; 
ſeem'd to have changed her countenance towarg 
me, Ireturn'd with him to Sſ/z, You wercinth 
Town at thattime, and therefore may difpence yit, 
me for relating the things that paſs'd there, as wet 
about the Kings mourning as the pomp of Hepheſ 
ons funcrals, both which roſe to ſuch an exceſs 
that the whole world talked of them with aftonih. 
ment; the Kings treaſures were like-to have beenex, 
hauſted, with the expence he madeat his obſequies 
and the great courage of. Alexander which in a tho 
ſand dangers had ſeem*d invincible, was like to have 
ſunk under the weight of that aMiction, I durſt ng 
come into_his preſence, fearins he would not look 
wel: upon him, who according to all appearance wa 
not like to be much troubled f or the lofſe whichke 
bewailed with ſo many tears, and ſo many other 
ſignes of a mortal ſorrow ; neither did I know with 
what face to ſee Parijiris, nor which way I could 
Fain beltef of the aſſurances I ſhould gjve her of the 


part I bore in her affliction. Theſe conſideration 


made me keep my lodging a few dayes, but inthe 
end I paſſed them over , and ſuffering my ſelf to he 
led by the ſtrength of my inclination, I reſolvedto 
to give my firit viſit to Pariſarzs ; but before les. 
poſed my ſelf to that hazard, Ithought beſt to ſound 
her pleaſure by Aparia, and find by her means whe: 
ther ſhe would te content ] ſhould wait upon her, 
That P7irceſs who had really lov'd Hepheſtion, as 
her duty, and the merit of ſuch a husband obliged 
her, could not reſolve to ſee me ſo ſoon, andgat 
Aparia to delire me that 1 would defer my intention 
for a while, and not to think it ſtrange, if ſhe was 
not able yetto diſpoſe her ſelf to ſee me. I received 
this command without murmuring, and changing 
the order of my viſits. I went to the Palace with Pre- 
lowers, Ifound the Kins in bed, and his Chamber 
full of the Principal men of his Court, who by de- 
jected countenances, and a profound ſilence, {trove 


to accompany the ſorruw of their Prince; indecd it 
' was Immoderate, and it ſometimes tranſported him 


to cries, and actions unbeſeeming his'quality, and 
the greatneſſe of his courage The reaſons | have 
alledged made me come with fear into his Chamber, 
and hindred me from making my+-addrefſe to him 
with aſſurance ; bur he deceiv'd me inthe reception 
he gave me, and callins me to him as ſoon as ever he 
ſaw me, he. put forth his hand, and made me come 
cloſe to his bed fide. | 
| kiſſed his hand which he offered me, and the King 
wiping away fſorne teares, wherewith his checks 
were yet wet. At laſt Hepheſtior*s dead ( ſaid he; 
and having made a ſtop at thoſe firit words, ) Tos 
have loſt your rivall Lyſimachus ( continued he ) but 
Taſſure my ſelf yen are generous enough not torejoyee 
at ir, Tanſwered him only by ſome teares, which 
thoſe ſad objets made me ſhed, and which confirm'd 
him in that opinion. 'This knowledge, ( ſaid be ) 
moves 
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moves me to love you very well, and canſes me not on- 
ly to forget all you did againſt the poor man that 1s 
now gone, but alſo obliges we to gre you a great 
ſhare in rhe place he poſſeſſed in my heart. | re- 

lyed only with an humble obeyance, and retiring a- 
mong the reſt, 1 conform'd my countenance, andmy 
flence to that of all the company. The King kept 
his bed yet a few dayes, whereof [let not one paſſe 
without doing my duty to him diligently; In the end 

he left his Chamber, having commanded the whole 
Court to put on mourning, and his firſt going abroad 
was with no other intention than to vilite Pariſatzs. 
He commanded me to waite upon him, after having 
caus'd the Princeſſe to be asked if ſhee would give 
away to it, ſhe yielded to it out of complacency, 
not hating me ſo-much as to refuſe a favour I ſo ar- 
gently defired. I went along therefore with the King 
to make that viſit, and following him into the Cham- 
ber of that faire widow, Ifound her in an obſcure 
night, and in a condition ſuitable to the greatneſle of 
her affliction and of her vertue, The Queen her 
mother, the Queen her lifter , Barſina, Apamiz, 
and many other Ladies were with her, and by their 
| eyes, and by thair diſcourſe ſolemnized her grief ina 
very mournful faſhion ; The King drawing nearto 
her bed ſide, mipgled his teares with hers, and made 
her ſufficiently know he was come rather to keep her 
company in her ſorrow, than to give her any conſo- 
| lation. They continued a long time in a mute enter- 
| tainment, and as ſoon as their grief would give them 
leave to ſpeake, they ſaid the ſaddejt words, it ever 
produced in thoſe that have bcen the moſt deeply 
touch'd with it. 

After that doleful converſation, the King calPd me, 
and preſenting me himſelf to Pariſarz, prayed her 

| toreceive me as a man who hadnot rejoyced at He- 

© pheſtions death. My looks caſily ſeconded his words, 
| andtheſight of my Princeſſes face having touch'd me 
with a moit ſenſible gricf, made mine bur little dif. 
ferent from hers. Pariſatis ſecing me could not re- 
tain ſome ſighs, and having bowed her head to me, 
S mademe know that inthateſtate ſhe was not capable 
| of giving me any other reception, and that though 
| theſight of me did ſo:nething renew her ſorrow, her 
misfortune did not make her hate a perſon who had 
not at all contributed to it, At that firſt viſite I ſaid 
nothing to her, as well by reaſon of the Kings being 
preſent, to whom out of reſpec, we left her whole 
converſation, as becauſe I thought hcr little capable 
!n that condition, of any other entertainment, ſave 
that of her loiſe. I talked a whi'e with the Queen 
her ſiſter, but ir was of matters very far from the 
thoughts which poſſeſſed me, and which as innocent 
as they were, could not but paſſe for very criminall 
inſo freſh an affliction, I ſaw my Princeſſe dayly 
for a good while, but I bore her ſo much reſpect, 
that I left the care unto my lookes of declaring my 
intentions to her, and conſidered her ſo far in her ſor- 
row, that I never mingled any thing of love, among 
the diſcourſes of conſolation. 

This conſtraint neverthelefſe was very hard to me, 
and when I was alone with her, 1had much adoe to 
conceale my thoughts, but I had at leait this ſatis- 
faction, that they were not unknown to her, and that 
my ſilence was eloquent enough to make it ſelf be un- 
derſtood, You know that within a little after He- 


Pheſtions Funerals, the King having heard that the 


Coſſeansa barbarous people near S«ſa, were revolt- 
ed, departed thence, and marched ſtrait againſt them 
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with a deſign to ſacrifice them to his friends ghoſt. 
At our going away, I treſpaſſed upon my reſpect, to 
let Pariſatts ſee, 1 was ſtill Lyſimacbus. With that 
deſign, having the liberty to entertain her one day 
before we departed, after I had prepared her by 
my looks, for the Diſcourſe I had to make, I ſpoke 
to her on this manner ; © Madam, if I were'not upon 
the point of adeparture which perchance will ſepa- 
* rate me from you for ever, I would not open my 
*mouth to interrupt your ſad remembrances with 
* rhat of the faithful Lyſimachas z you know that ſince 
* your lofſe, I have forgot my intereſts, toafflict my 
* ſelf with you, and I proteſt to you I would per- 
* ſevere in the ſame courſeif I were ſtill to continue 
*here, and if I were not returning to places where 
* the chance of War, which hath ſpared me hitherto 
*to ſerve you, may probably make me fall as well 
*asothers. That conſideration alone forces me be- 
* yond the reſpect I have inviolably obſerved toward 
* you, and conttrains me to declareto you, that if 
* the Gods have diſpoſed of my deſtinies, I ſhall dic 
* without ſorrow, provided you ſuffer me-to die 
*yours, and that you diſown not him at the end of 
* us life, who ferved you molt religiouſly as long as 
* you were in a condition to permit him, who troub- 
© led you not while you were in another eftate, and 
© whoin ſpight of his own intereſts, doth participate 
every much in your afflictions. If the Gods who 
<have delivered me from many dangers, bring me 
* back to you again, I will without murmuring, fol- 
© low the Laws you ſhall impoſe upon me, and will 
© keep my ſelf ſeverely within that abſolute reſignati- 
© on, wherewith I may boait I have ſubmitted to your 
© will :. give me leave only at this departure, to flat- 
© ter my ſelf with an hope that Iam not indifferenttro 
*you, and to bclieve for the repoſe of this ſoul, 
* which never was but yours, that the memory you 
© owe to the aſhes of Hepheſtiorr, hath not blotted out 
« of your mind the remembrance of Lyſimachws. 

The Princefs remained a while without anſwering, 
as being aſhamed to have lent an car to ſuch words 
ina time that ſeem'd to condemn them, bur at laſt ſhe 
ſpoke to me in theſe tearms. © This Diſcourſe, Ly- 
* imachkas, is ſo unſeaſonable in the condition I now 
<am, that I was not able to hear it without being 
© moved ; not that Ithink it ſtrange from you, to 
* whom I hive obligations enough, to make me bcar 
© with much greater offences ; but it is ſo little con- 
< formable to my preſent eſtate, and my loſle is yet 
© ſo freſh, that I.can neither approve, nor hearken 
© to what you ſay, without a lightneſs extreamly to 
© be blamed ; I am content nevertheleſs to pardon 
© this fault in him to whom 1 am much indebted, and 
© will moreover afſure him, that if after the death 
© of my dear Husband, I could be capable of a ſecond 
< affeCtion, it would never be to any body but Ly/i- 
©machus. I beſeech you to preſs me no farther, nor 
©to defire any thing more from me, in a ſeaſon 
© that makes diſcourſes of this nature very condems- 
© nable. 

I thought not this reply ſtrange, and though Pari- 
fatisſeenr'd by her words to forbid her ſelf a ſecond 
affection, I excuſed it without loſing my hopes, 
knowing that her grief, and decency it ſelf required 
ſuch an anſwer. 4 therefore urged her no farther, 
and te(tifying that I was exccedingly fatisfyed with 
her inclinations toward me, 1 took my leave of her, 
and departed with the King. | 

We marched againſt the Cofſrans, and the King 

trant- 
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tranſported by his grief, and exaſperated by the re- 
bellion of that people, did not only defeat them in 
batrel, bur hunting them out, in the moſt retired 
places where they hid themſelves to avoid his fury, 
ſacrificed them all to /Zepheſtions Gholt, without 
exception of ape, ſex, or condition, He appeared 
ſatisfied after this execution, bnt inſtead of returning 
to Suſe, he went to Babylon, and ſentto the Queens 
and Princeſſes to come thither to him, You know 
what paſs'd in that time at S/a, your ſelf made a 
part of the moſt memorable events,and were againit 
your will, a witneſs of the departure of thoſe ill uſtri- 
ons perſons. I {tirr'd not from the King who then 


made extraordinary much of me, and gave me a | 


great many of thoſe teſtimonies of affection, which 
he had formerly given Hepheſtion. In the battail 
againſt the Coſſeans, where he himſelt led the right 
Wing, he favoured me with the command of the 
left, and having ſeen me defeat the Enemies I fought 
againit, he did me honours, and gave me praiſes 
which 1 neither deſerved nor expected, and not be- 
ing at all ſatisfied with exprefling his favour to me, 
by the honours and offices he raiſed me to, he pro- 
miſed me openly the poſſeſſion of the Princeſs Par:- 
ſatrs, and engaged his word that he would get her to 
conſent unto my happineſs. That hope revived a 
joy which had ſo long been extinguiſhed in my ſoul, 
and made me bleſs thoſe ſufferings that were to b2 ſo 
gloriouſly- recompenſed. In the mean time we 
march'd towards Zabylon, but by the way we mct 
the Sooth-ſayers of Cha/dea, who came to the King 
purpoſely to diſſwade him from that Journey ; they 
aſſured him from their God, that it would be fatal to 
him, and that he was threatned, with an infallible 
death, if he entred into that City,\but he lavugh'd 
at their predictions, and paſs'd on Yithout giving 
any farther ear to any of them : HAknew he was 
attended there by the Ambaſladors of any King. 
doms, which his reputation forced to ſubmit them- 
ſelves unto him, and to receive without reſti/t- 
ance, that yoak he meant to impoſe upon the whole 
Earth, 

This reaſon made him haſten his Voyage, or ra- 
ther the power of his deſtinies forced him to it-in 
ſpite of preſages, and the counſels of his friends. 
Being near the walls, a flock of Crowes after they 
had fought a great while before him fell ſome of 
them dead at his feet ; but he mocked at that adven- 
ture, and told his Sooth-ſayers, it was not abie to 
daunt a gallant courage. He entred into that fatal 
Town, where he was received with great Pomp 
and magnificence, and finding there the Deputies of 
Greece, and of many remote Provinces, he gave 
them audience, and ſent them home with rich Pre- 
ſents. Within a while after, the Queens and Prin- 
ceſſes, with the reſt of the Ladies, arrived there, 
where the Court was greater and fairer than ever,and 
Lyſimachs fortified with the hopes the King had gi- 
ven him, and with the good reception he had from 
his Princeſs, was more chearful and more content- 
ec than ever he had been in his life : Within a few 
daycsaſter our arrival, the King himſelf preſented 
me to Pariſatts,and holding me by the hand, Siſter, 
( ſaid he ) you muſt receive Lyſimachus for my ſake ; 
before I gave you the man, who of all the world was 
cleareſt tome, andnow I offer you him whom T eſteem 
2yoſt, who is neareſt to me, and whohos beſt deſerved 

oH 


'Twasin Syſigambis's preſence he ſaid thus, and 
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the Princeſs having look'd upon her, anſwered th, 
King only with a low obeiſance, and though ſhe wy 
Miltreſs of her perſon and of her actions, ſhe 1 
it to her Mother to make reply, which fhe gy 
very civilly, and as much to my advantage ag | 
could wiſh, Inſhort, all things-began to contribys 
to my happineſie, Pariſatzs's humour grew gif 

ſed toward it, and made me hope for a_Dechy, 
tion in favour of me, when once the time of he 
mourning was expired, and that ſhe might receiyg 
me with decency. But about that time Queen Srg. 
tira was not very well, and the Phylicians adviſng 
her to take ſome Country air, the King perſwade 
her to retire for ſome dayes to the Cattle of Cats 
which was not above two or three hundred Furlong 
from Babylon, and the Princeſs her filter who loyy 
her dearly, and could not brooks her abſence, woul 
needs keep her company. Thad waited upon them, 
if ſorne employments the King gave me aboy 
that time, had not in conſideration of my honow 
kept me with them, . Their itay there was to he 
but for a few dayes, and yet I was mortally aſhiqe 
at that ſeparation, and the great violences my heart 
ſuffered upon that occaſion, were but the omen 
of thoſe ſtrange revolutions which hapned within 4 
little after. Alas ! when I remember the word 
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which that ſecret and unknown 'prefase made 
me fpeak to Pe«r:ſats, and the grief which contre 
ry toall ſhow of reaſ:n oppreſs'd me at her depar. 
ture for ſo ſhort a Journcy, I cannot ſufficiently 4. 
mire the fore-knowicdge the Gods viten give us of 
our misfortunes. Theſe fair Frinceſles went from 
Court, but th:y went from thence for ever, -and 
within a ſhort ſhort while atrer fell that thining ſtar, 
which did already ſpread his light over the whole 
Earth. | 

In brief, the fital hour of the greatneſs and beay- 
ty of the world was come, and the royal dignity 
was to ſufter an Eclipſe in the perfon of the great 
eit King that ever was. He felt himſelf ill Grit, x 
the houſe of Theſſa!rs a Median, andin the miditd 


the Fealt among all his friends, he ſent forth a loud 
cry on & fadden, and funk down in the arms of 
thoſe that were about him, as if he had been ſtruc- 
ken with a mortal blow. 
ran to him, and'asing him with others the cauſe 


AN, 

Though this accident amaz'd us all, his command 
was executed, and he was carried preſently from 
Theffalus his houſe unto his own Palace ; he was in- 
{tantly viſited by his Phyſicians, but they-could find 
no ſign of his diſeaſe upon his body, - ang, though 
at the ſame time he was ſeiſed with a moſt violent 
Fever, it was impoſſible to diſcover the cauſe of 
it; the-King ſaid that at the ſame momcnt he cry- 
edout, he felt between his ſhoulders ſomething like 
a ſudden ſtab with a Dagger, and that from that 
time he was tormented with an exceſſive pain. 
The skilfulle/t Phyſitians did all that was inthe power 
of Art and Nature for the recovery of their Prince; 
but he grew viſibly worſe and worſe, and at lait be- 
gan to make them fear their endeavours were all 1 
vain : the molt general opinion was that he was 
poiſoned, and that belief made them who had him 
in hand ftrive to ſtrengthen him with Antidotes, and 


remedies. Queen Xo-:ana fortified by the abies 
0 


I was one of the firſt that / 


why he cryed out, and the nature of his ſickneſs; 
Ler me becarriedaway, ( ſaid he) I arms but adead. 


to drive away the venome by the moſt Soveraigh 


bel os 
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of her Rival, kept {till cloſe by his bedſide, and 
Syſig amv1s ſtirr'd but very little from him; ſome 
would have had Queen Sratira advertiſed how he 
was, butthe King abſolutely forbad it, and know- 
ing ſhe was not well before her departure from Ba- 
bylon, he was affraid that news would redouble her 


Sickneſs. The fourthday after he fel] ill, the So!di- | 


ers cryed out that their King was dead, and that 
out of ſome conſiderations that misfortune was con- 
cealed from them. The contrary was afhirmed to 
them, but they perſiſted in their belief, and com- 
ming to the Gates of the Palace with cries and tears, 


deſired that if their King were alive, they might ! 


have leave to ſec him 3 The King being told of their 
impatience, commanded the Gates to be ſet open, 
and that they ſhonld be ſuffered to enter one after a- 


| nother ; all the Officers had that honour firit, and 


after them the Soldiers. The fight of their Prince 
drew tears from the mo/t flinty of them, and the 


| Aacedonians conſidering him in that bed as in his 


grave, bewailed his loſs with moſt pitiful complaints; 


| the King was thereby touched with compaſſion, 
| and looking upon thoſe who {ſtood nearctt to him 
| weeping 3 comfort your ſelves my friends, ( faidhe ) 


the Gods wi'l have a care of you, and will give you 
after me, a Prince worthy to command ſuch generous 


Forces, 
The Kings patience was to be admired in this 


| ation for notwithſtanding his being ſo very i!l, he 
| kept himſelf {ill in the ſame poſture, and ſuffered 
E all the ſoldicrs to come one after another to his bed- 
| fide, andto kiſs his hand which he held out of bed. 
| Whenthat ceremony was ended, and that only the 
{ Princes, an1 the molt contiderable of the Court were 
E [eft in his Chamber, he laid himſelf a little better at 
| caſe, andturning towards us, We muſe yield, ( ſaid 
| he) ro the fate of the Kacides, from whom 1 am de- 


ſeended, who almoſt all dyed in the thirticth year of 
their age, ; 

The next day he cauſed himſelf to be.removed to 
the Palace which is on the other ſide of the Lake; 
but there as well as in the other place, he was tor- 


| mented with ſuch violent pains, and ſo weakned, 
| that at laſt he ſaw his hour was come, and that it 
| was time to forſake the Earth which in ten years he 
| had reduced almoſt all under his Dominion. 


This 
aſſurance moved him to aſſemble us altogether ; we 
were ſo conſtantly near him, that it was not hard 
for him to do, and when he ſaw us about his bed, 


| heembraced us all with much tendernefſe, and pul- 
| lngaring off from his finger he gave it to Perdiccas, 


commanding him to take care of his Burial, and to 


| Cauſe his body to be carried to the Temple of Fu- 


prter Hammen ; Perdiccas in the' name of all the 


| reſt, 'ask'd him to whom he would leave his Em- 


pire; To him that is moſt worthy of it (replyed 
he) and by that anſwer he ſhowed the greatneſs of 
his Courage, which in the laſt moments of his life, 
made him preferre vertuous perſons, before thoſe 
whom nearneſs of blood, and kindred, might have 
made confiderable to another. His brother Aride- 


# was living, and among{t us, and Queen Roxana 


Was with childe ; and yet theſe conſiderations hin- 
dred him not from adjudging the Univerfal command 
to him that beſt deſerved it. Perdiccas asked him 


' aſt of all, when he deſired to have thoſe honours gi- 
Ven him, which aredue untothe Gods, and to thoſe 
who like him, had gloriouſly acquired a place in the 
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Heavens. When you (ſaid he) are all happy, and 
877 PEACE, 

Theſe were his laſt words, within a while after his - 
ſtrength failed him, and the uſe of ſpecch forſook him 
with his life. 

Behold in ſhort, what the end was of the greateſt 
man the Earth ever bore, and of whom poſterity 
to the lait ages of the world, ſhall never ſpeak but 
with aitomthment. He remain'd cold, and 'un- 
moveavle amongtt us, and his death dejected us on 
ſuch manner, that we all ſeem'd to have breathed 
out our ſouls with him, Never was fo great a con- 
{ternation ſecnin ſo generous perſons, and the cour- 
age of ſo many gallant Princes, who in a thouſand 
dangers had made themſelves a thouſand wayes re- 
markable, ſeem'd to have taken flight with the ſpi- 
rit of Alexander. 1 will not deſcribe the height of 
our affliction particularly, it ſhall ſuffice me to tell 
you that it was ſuitable to our loſs, and that the 
Aaccdonians bewailed him as their God, and the 
Perſians as their lawful King, and the greateſt that 
ever had reigned over them. And in brief, you need 
only make alittle reflexion-upon the life of that po- 
tent man, to comprehend the effects his death pro- 
duced in all thoſe that knew him. 

For mine own part, I wiil aſſure you with truth, 
that his loſs imprinted ſuch a grief into my heart, 
that I was hardly to be comforted, and though I had 
received ſuch nſage from him, as was enough to 
alienate the aticctions of the moſt zealousz the 
laſt teſtimonies he gave me of his love, had wip- 
cd them all ſo clean out of my memory, that 
there remained not the leait ſign of them; and the 
remembrance of that great Prince his admirable 
vertues, ſettled ſo deep a ſorrow in my breaſt, as for 
ſome time I ſuſpended the thoughts of my love, to 
give them wholly to the conſideration of our gencral 
loſs. ; 
The next day we met altogether in the Palace 
with a generall conſent, and admitting none into 
our Aﬀſembly but the Princes, and the molt con- 
liderable Commanders, we began to deliberate 
what honours ſhould be rendred to the body of our 
King, and who ſhould be his Succeſſor, Peraiccas 
having placed the Kings Chair in the midft of the 
Hall, upon which was his Crown and his Arms; 
laid the Ring there alſo which the King had given 
him at his death,and by the ſight of that object drew 
new criesand tears from the whole company, which 
of a lons time afforded him not that filence he de- 
manded, They all were willing he ſhould ſpeak 
firſt, and when he ſaw the Aſſembly ſetled, he be- 
gan his Diſcourſe with the praiſes of the deceaſed 
King, and with the revenge that was fit to be taken 
for his death upon thoſe Parricides ( if they could 
be diſcovered) who by poiſon had ſhortned ſo 
brave, and ſo glorious a life. He went on with re- 
commending thoſe honours that were to be ren- 
dred to his body, and to his memory, and ended 
with the care that was to be taken in the election of 
a Succeſſor worthy to poſſeſſe the place of our late 
King. 

To that end, he mentioned Rowana's being with 
Childe, and concluded it ft to wait till the were 
delivered, that her iſſue might enjoy the Crown 
of its Father. Perdiccas his motion was ſeconded 
by ſome of the company, but a great many others 
oppoſed it, and particularly Near chirs, Prolormeer, 

Cc and 


bs 


and my ſelf, who knowing Roxana's ſpirit, and her 
enraged jealouſie again{t Queen Srarira, and the | 
Princeſs her Siſter , deſired to prevent the ſtorm 
which threatned them in the authority of that am- 
\ bitious Princeſs. Prolomeus repreſented unto the 
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Afembly that the condition of our aftairs would not 
permir the ſtaying for an uncertain birth, nor the 
Government of a Child who perchance would prove 
of a different ſex from that which ought w have the 
command over us, and then propoſed to elect a 
Prince by plurality of voices, among thoſe of the 
blood-Royal, and to yield the Empire to him with 
an Univerſal conſent. I believe that his friendſhip to 
me, perſwaded him partly to giveshat counſel to the 
Aſſembly, knowing that by nearneſs of alliance 1 
was like to have good pretenſions to it. Prolomerrs 
his authority procured him inſtantly the attention of 
the whole Company, and preſently after 4r:i/tor 
nominated Perdiccas, Alexanders Succeflor, Some 
of his adherents approved that EleCtion ; but we 
oppoſed it ſtiffely, and 2eleager one of the boldeſt, 
and valianteſt Commanders in all the Army, but of 
a factious turbulent nature, was not ſatisfied with 
contradicting thoſe that voted in favour of Perdiccas; 
but after having alledged the injury it was to other 
Princes, who were more conliderable, he crowded } 
through the preſs, and putting himſelf among the 
Soldiery, began to ſtir up a ſedition. All things 
were going intoa itrange diſorder, when I bethought 
my ſelf of the wrong that was done to Alexanders 
lawful heir, and though my own intereſts were ſufh- 
cient to have ſtopt my mouth if I had been of an hu- 
mour to prefer them before juitice;; I could not ſut- 
fer them to go on farther, without propoſing what 
my Conſcience, and the confideration of the deceaſed 
King enjoyned me; and addreſſing my ſelf to the 
whole Aſſembly, What needs there, (aid TI) ro wa: 
wer longer inthe Eleftion of a Priuce, whom the Gods 
bave left us, and who is anoneſt us ? 15not Aridzus, 
Alexanders brother, and the Son of King Philip ? 
Why will you deprive him of the Crown, which be- 
longs to him by right and by ſucceſſion? And why will 
you fruſtrate him, of what Reaſon and Nature have 
given bim? Theſe words appeaſed all the turault, 
and the Princes having digeſted them a little, though 
their intereits made them of a different opinion, be- 
liev'd they could not with juſtice oppoſe ſo lawful an 
Election. Arideus thereupon was call'd, and 77e- 
' eager to ſpite Perdiccrs, having guarded him into 
the Hall with an armed Band, he was ſaluted King, 
and named Phzlip by the Soldiers. 
" Though this Election appeared moſt juſt, the } 
Princes were not very well pleas'd with it, and know- 
ing there were ſuch defects both in the body and 
mind of that Prince, as rendred him in a manner in- 
capable of ſo important a charge, they deſtined it to 
the ſonne that ſhould be born of Roxana, when he 
ſhould be of a fit ageand condition to execute it, and 
named Perdiccas and Leonatus his Guardians, ſub- 
mitting themſelves unto the 'new King, untill ſuch 
time as Alexanders ſon ſhould be able to hold his 
place, This was that which gave Roxana that au- 


thority which hath proved ſo fatal to us, andthe con- 
ſideration of the King her Husband, hindred me from 
oppoling thoſe advantages which were aimed at for 
her Son. 

This order appeas'd the uproar for a day or two, 
but preſently after it broke forth again more ftrong- 


ly then ever. Many 1acedo71ans loſt their lives in 


Part} 


it, and Meleager was aſſaſſinated in the Templek 
the command of Perdiccas, who had uſurped y 
greateſt authority. Theſe diſorders obliged yg 

aſſemble our ſelves again, and not being able yg, 
gree about the Election of a Prince, we reſolyeg; 

ſhare the Territories Alexander had conquered, 1, 
wards which we had contributed the belt part of OQ 
bloods. We left King Philip fome ſhadow of 
veraignty amonglt us,and with a common conſents 
vided the Provinces that were at our diſpoſing, 
this manner. Prolomers had Egypt , and par 
Africa; Syria, and Phenicia, tell to L aomedy, 
Cylicia to Philot as; Lycia, Phrygia, and Pamhi. 
lia, to Antigonus , Caria to Caſſanaer ; and yy 
to Mcnander, Eumcnes had Cappadocta,and Pay 
lagonia - Laonatus the lefler Phryeta , with th 
Coaſt of the Helleſpont, and 1 for my part hadThy 
cia, Pontus, and Media; the remainder was diyid 
cd among the relt, about which I will not evlargeny 
ſelf, and Perdiccas keeping his Superintendence 
Babylon, was contented with governing the King 
and being General of all his Armies, ftaying fill yit 
Roxana, im expectation of the birth of her chilk, 
whoſe Guardian he was declared, retaining by thx 
means the grcateit ſhare in the authority by rea 


of Philips weakneſs, who did nothing without hin, : 
and who followed no other counſels but his. Th; 


order having been taken in our affairs, I left thecr 
of mine to /tolowers, and went from Babylon, t 
pay unto Statira what I owed unto her after the 


oreatneſs of her loſs, and unto the Princeſs her ile 


all the teitimonies of afte&tion ſhe could expet 
from me in the change of their affairs. Care had 
been uſed to conceal that misfortune from them, all 
it was done but with too much induſtry. Hereits, 
( gencrous Groondates ) that you have need of l 
your courage, and that you muſt reſolve to hearken 
to the fatal, bloody Caraſtrophe of our lives ; I ſhil 
teli you nothing which you have not learn'd fromne 
already ; but if this renewing of ſorrow, produc 
in you the ſame effects it doth in me, you willnd 
be exempt from that perplexity which I now amin, 
and which hardly leaves me ſtrength to finiſh ths 
dolefull relation, 

Lyſimachus made a op in this place, as to re 
cover new Forces, and wiped away the tears where 
with his cheeks were already wet, while Oroonaate 
by his ſighs expreſſed how ſenſible he was of thatre 
cital, and prepared himſelf to hear the lamentabl 
concluſion of his Diſcourſe, After ſome moments 
ſpent in ſilence, Lyſim:achiu proſecuted his Narts 
tion thus, I came to the Caſtle of Calcrs, wherel 
believ'd I ſhould find the Princeſſes, but my aſtoniſt 
ment was not to be equalled, when I ſaw the houl, 
empty, and learn'd from ſome ſervants who wete 
left behind, that they were gone away the day bt 
fore, having receiv'd Letters from the King, whid 
call'd them back in haſt to Babylon, This news ur 
priſed me infinitly, and made me apprehend part of 
thoſe misfortunes which were befallen, 1 knew the 
King had been dead five or fix days, and that he 
co::1d not have writ that Letter which had wade them 
depart ſo fuddenly. I would not ſtay to talk longe! 
where I could hear nothing more, and taking hor 
preſently again, I return'd withall ſpeed to Babylon 


Iran inſtantly to Queen Statira's I.odgings, but be” 


ing told ſhe was not come thither, I went full 0 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion to Queen Syfioam!s 4 
and as [ went up ſtairs the beating of my heart u 

to. 
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told me,” the Tragick adventure] ſhould mect there, 
and when I was brought into the Camber, Iwas 
witneſs of a ſight that made me divine a part of my 
misfortunes. All S y/igambis's, Maids were {tretch'd 
dpon the floor, and fill'd the room with molt wo- 
fil cries and groans; and that great Queen having 
her head covered witha Vail, lay by them her ſelt, 
and with the force of her courage, reſtraining her 
cries, ſhe expreſſed her ſorrow more to the life, by 
that mortal ſilence. Hard by them lay a man all 
bloody, whom in ſpite of the. trouble I was 1n, I 
knew quickly to be the faithful Eunuch Tres. 
Notwithſtanding the {trange ſurpriſe this encounter 
had cauſed in me, I forbore not to draw near unto 
the Queen, and kneeling down upon one knee, I 
conjured her to tell the cauſe of her new, affliction, 
to him that would dye to ſerve her. She hearing 
my voice, lifted vp her Vail a little, and ſaid, © Ah! 
« Lyſpmachzus, the whole race of Darimns 1s extinct, 
« | leave the care to you torevenge with it, the me- 
mory of Ac ..an42r, and of your ſeli ; Tam a- 
«ſhamed to dye the lait of all my Family, but it I 
thave ſurvived the lofſe of Da 1m, I will not-live 
thatof Aicxander, and of my daughters, 

At theſe words ſhe covered her face again, and 
put her ſelf in her f-rmer poſture, in which as] 
haveheard ſince, {2 continued till ſhe had ended her 
days. Judge, I beſ-cch you, whether her diſcourſe 
and action did not touch me ſ.nfibly, I turn'd to- 
ward Tyres, from whom | belived [ might get a 
more particular knowledge of wiat was hapnedgand 
asking it him with impatiency, * Sir, ( /a:z4he) the 
© Gods have left me this remnant of life, to diſcover 
(the murther of our Princefles, and to publiſh that 
© horrible parricide which the darkneſs has concealed 
© fromthe whole world, and to which the *un would 
© have abhorred to lend his light. Idefire no more 
<ftrength of them then what will ſerve my turn to 
© make this fatal relation, and then I ſhall without 
© crief forſake a life, which I cannot conſerve after the 
© loſs of my deareſt Vultreſs. | 

This Diſcourſe did fo ſurpriſe and dejedt me, that 
having deprived me of part of my ſenſes, it ſcarce 
left me my hearing free, to unde:itand Tyre his 
words, who continued on t.:115 manner, 

l will not entertain you, Sir, with the divertiſe- 
ments, the Queen and th2 Princeſs her Sitter found 
at the Caltle of Ca'cir, whither the Queens inciſpo- 
fition had . cauſed them to retire ; this recital would 
be but little important, and leſſe ſeaſonable at this 
time, beſides 1 feel my ſtrength decay fo faſt, that 
it will not ſuffer me to enlarge my ſelf upon that ſub- 
XX ; it will ſuffice if I tell you, that by the change 
ofair, the Queen had recovercd her health, - but by 
amortal ſadneſs, which ſeldom had a minutes re- 
ſpite, ſhe preſaged her approaching misfortune, 
and hardful found any abatement of her ſecret griefs, 
n the converſation of the Princeſs her filter. She 
fanguiſh'd out her life on that faſhion to the cnd, and 
to come tot in a few words, know that yeiterday 
an hour or two before Sun-ſct, ſhe was told that one 
ofthe Kings guard had brought her a Letter from 
him, ſhe commanded him to be brought in, and as%- 
Ing him news concerning the Ring, he only prefent- 
edthe Letter to her, and by that action made her ap- 
pretend ſomething of her difaiter. Having'open'd 
trembling ſhe read theſe words, 


| 
| 
I 


King Alexander to the Queen 
Statira, FD 


Commuanded that my ſickneſs ſhould be con- 

cealed from you, jo long as I hoped for a 
recovery, but now that T feel the approaches of 
death, T ſhould he very forry to depart this 
world, without ſecing you, and giving you 
the laſt farewsl. TI intreat you, therefore to 
come tnither, ſince my weakneſs will not juſſer 
meio g9 ta yoit, and refitſe not this laſt teſti- 
mony of your affeftion, to twin who loves you 
more then kimlf. 


Alexander. 


Although this Letter was not written with the 
Kings own hand, it was ſealed with the Signet, 
which he was wont to uſe, and the Kings fickneſſe 
kept the Queen from ſuſpeCting any thing. - She 
made an end of reading it with a loud cry, and not 
wavecring at ail about the reſolution ſhe ſhould take, 
ſhe gave order to have her Chariots preſently made 
ready, and by her ſpeedy obedience expreſs d the 
oreatneſs and ſincerity of her aftetions to her hus- 
band. The night was already near at hand, and 
ſone of her ſervants perſwaded her to defer her jour- 
ney till the next day, but ſhe was diſplcaſed atthat\ 
motion, and taough darkneſſe began already to o- { 
verſprea4 the face of the Earth, ſhe got up into her 7. 
Chariot with the Princeſſe her ſiſter, and ſet forward. 
on her way, being attended by a very ſmall Train. 
Her impatiency to ſee the Kings, made her cauſe her 
horſcs to be driven at ſucha rate, that ſhe was near' 
Gavin in lefle then three hours; but when we were: 
within ve or fix furlongs of the Town, we were en- 
vironed by a Troopof armed men, who having fur- 
rounded the Chariot, commanded us to retire,or they 
would kill us; and putting themſelves ina readineſs 
to do as they had threatned, they ſo terrified thoſe 
fearful ſouls, that the fear of death, made them take 
flizht, while they turn'd outof the way to the Queen, 
and Princeſs toward an houſe of Roxana's without 
the City. ButI bore my Mittre's a ſtronger affeQi-' 
on, then thoſe baſe ſervants,. and I refolv'd to fol- 
low her tothe utmof, and never to forſake' her but 


with my life, which I could not value out of her ſer- 


vice. Theſe good Princefles ſeeing themſelves Cap- 
tives, andalong amons thoſe ſtrangers, ſent forth 
mo{t iamentable crics, and fearing (with probabilt- 
ty) ſome violence againſt thetr honours, they would 
have prevented their deitinies with their own hands, 
and had done fo, if they had not been hindred by 
Cl:oze, wo alone had accompanicd them, becauſe 
ſhe alone was in the Chariot witn them, We arriv- 
cd at that houſe of Roxaza's, which I preſently 
knew, -and from that knowledce drew mo} fatal 
preſages ; there they made them alight, and the 
Commanders of that Troop in fpite of their crics and 
reliitance, forced them to £9 up a pair of ftairs, and 
from thence enter 1.tog room, where I had been ma- 
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ny times before, under favour of the darkneſs, I got 
in amonglt the reſt, and not looſing fight of my 
Princeſſes, I ſaw them led into that Chamber, which 
we found hung with black, and the wicked Roxana 
in it. The Captain of the Troup having diſcovered 
his face, was known likewife to be Perdiccas, and 
theſe poor Princeſſes ignorant as yet, what they 
were deſtinied to, waited for the end of that Trage- 
dy with ſome apprehenſion, but witha great deal of 
conftancy. Roxana coming up to them, © Madam, 
&« ( ſaid ſhe to the Queen ) Alexander 1s dead, if 
<« you lov'd him well you will not be ſorry to follow 
«him ; nor is it juſt that you or yours ſhould one 
&« day diſpute for the Empire, with their heir that 
« ſhall be born ofhim; *tis again{t my will I conſent 
« to yourdeſtruCtion, but I cannot ſecure my ſelf by 
& other means. - 

The Queen was ſo ſurpriſed with Roxanz's firſt 
words, which inform'd her of her husbands death, 
that ſhe had ſcarcely ſtrength to hearken to the reſt, 
much lefſe to reply ; nor indeed had ſhe theleiſure 
given her, for Perdiccas making her and herfiſter, 
and Cleone go down a back itair, led them into a lit- 
tle Court appointed for their execution, while Rox- 
ana looked out at a window, to be witneſs of that 
doleful ſpectacle. How ſhall I beable, Sir, to re- 
late what in ſpite of the darkneſs, I ſaw with mine 
own eyes; yes, twas with mine own eyes, I be- 
held thoſe pittileſs Butchers, ſacrifice thoſe divine 
Princeſſes to the malice of Roxana, and preſently 
throw their bodies into two Wells, and a great 
number of ſtones after them. Theſe great Prin- 
ceſſes received their death without murmuring, but 
I ſent forth cries, which quickly made me to be 
known,and caus'd thoſe executioners to turn their 
ſwords againſt me, and put me into the condition in 
which you ſee me. 

Tyreus would-have proſecuted his Dfcourſeto tell 
me which way he got to Syſigambs's Palace, buthe 
was ſeized with ſuch a weakneſs, as took away his 
ſpeech with his ſtrength. Neither indeed was I in a 
condition to hearken to him any longer, this fatal re- 
lation having left me but as much life as was neceſſa- 
ry to revenge the Princeſſes. With that deſign | re- 
colleed all my Forces, and courage, andonly cry- 
ing out, Are you dead then, Pariſatis ? I went out 
of Syſtgambis's Chamber, without ſpeaking a word 
more. Iran inſtantly to Perdiccas his houſe, fully 
reſoly'd to ſacrifice him firſt unto my Princeſſes 
ghoſt ; but I heard he was gone out of the City at 
the Gate which led towards Euphrates. I call'd for 
my Arms andan Horſe, and without more company, 
I went after him with a reſolution never to return to 
Babylon, but to pierce my heart with my own ſword, 
after having dyed itin the bloods of Perdiccas and 
Roxana. Some ſoldiers I knew, whom I met with- 
out the Gate, afſured me they had ſeen that diſloyal 
man paſſe by alone, and that he in their preſence had 
ſent away ten or twelve Horſe men that were of his 
Company, to whom he had given ſome Commiſſion 
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or other, This news made me ride after him with 
the greater confidence, and within a little while 
met him in the place, where you retarded my jug 
revenge, and where by the hindrance you gave to fg 
lawful a deſign ; you urg'd me to an incivility, which 
would have merited no pardon, if the cauſe of ithaq 
been of lefſe importance; but which neverthelefſs 
could not keep you from ſhowing marks of your gr. 
dinary generoſity to him that had fo little deſerved it, 
and who by the happineſſe of your encounter, hath 
receiv'd all the confolation he was capable of in the 
exceſlc of his misfortunes. 

Ly/tmachu ended his Narratton thus, and Oroqp. 
dates whom the recital of theſe laſt accidents ha 
put into a ſtrange perplexity, at firlt only lifted yp 
his eyes and hands to Heaven, and by his ations an 
ſilence, expreſs*'da ſorrow which all the words in 
the world could not repreſent. But after he ha 
coetinued ſo a while, © Ah Zyſimachw, ( cryed be) 
* let us dye, fince our Princeſſes are dead; we have 
liv'd too long, and my ſoul burns already with im. 
© patience to follow that of my lovely Srarira. 


He made a little pauſe at theſe words, and then- | 


going on of a ſudden, © No, no, Lyſtmachms, (conti- 
* ned he)let us not dye till our Princeſſes be revens. 
©ed,my wounds cannot detain me longer ; and Per. 
© aiceas and Roxana, haveno Sanquaries that canſe- 
* cure them from our hands. 

Lyſtmachus anſwered theſe tranſports only with 
ſome ſighs which this renewing of his grief ſorcel 
from the bottom of his heart, and Oroozdates having 
for ſome time kept him company in that entertain- 
ment ; an1havinga little pait over that firſt violence; 
©Dear companion of my fortune, ( /aid be withs 
* moſt ſettled voice) have found in your lifefe many 
* marks of your virtue, that I am extreamly ſorry 
© Ineverenjoyed the happineſs of your friendfhiptil 
* the concluſion of my days ; be not diſpleas'd at the 
* occaſion that gave it me ; but if you be troubledx 
* the delay I interpoſed in your revenge, . believethe 
* Gods had ordain'd it ſo, that I might not be fry 
©{trated of the ſame ſatisfaction, and that you inſo 
© juſt an enterpriſe might have a companion who 
©hath an equal intereſt with youinit, + 

© There 1s no doubt (replyed -', 0am but that 
© Ifeel my ſelf infinitcly fortified by your aſſiſtance, 
* and that your conſideration alone has made me con- 
<ſervea life, which nothing elſe was able to make 
* me prolong ; but it is alſo true, that my grief for 
*not having known you, tillggow that I ſce youpe 
* riſh by the ſame deſtiny, will moſt ſenſibly redou- 
© ble thoſe ſorrows which will accompany me to my 
* grave. Oroondates would have made anſwer, 
and they were goins to proſecute their ſad converſe 
tion, when their ſervants came into the Chamber, 
and forced them to take a repaſt, which they could 
willingly have forborn in the gondition they wett 
in, if the ptcſervation of thetfTirength had not been 
neceſſary , for cftccting the deſign of their re 
Venge. 
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HE two Princes employed the reſt of that 
day in contriving what means they ſhould 
uſe for their revenge, and their intereſts 

- from thence forth being inſeparable, as 

EZ well by reaſon ofthe tye of friendthip, as of the u- 

© nionof their fortunes, they open their hearts mu- 
| tually to one another, and reſolv'd to dye together, 

E and appeaſe the ghoſts of their Princeſſes by the 

blood of their Enemies, and by their own. 

{ Forthatend, they determined that in the interim 

| while Oroondates was recovering, Cleantes, Lyſtma- 
| chuhis Squire,ſhould go ſecretly to Babyion, where 
| heſhould inform himſelf under hand, concerning the 

| eſtate both of their enemies, and alſo of their friends, 
| eſpecially of Prolomeus, who but a few days before 
| hada body of an Army, and in whoſe affijtance Zy- 

{ ſimachs had grounded part of his hopes. Cleanres 

departed with this charge, and the Princes remained 

in their ordinary entertainment, 

The next day Oroonaartes by the Chirurgeons per- 
{ miſſion, left his bed, and began to walk up and 
down his Chamber. Zyſemachis was gone out be- 
times in the morning, according to his cultome, to 
converſe with his ſorrowful thoughts in the Wood, 
which he had deſtinied to that employment. They 
led him tothe bank of the Erphrates, where lying 
down, he mingled ſome of his tears with the waters 
of the River, and deplored his fate in words very 
' ſuitable to the condition of his fortune. He was 
deeply buried in a melancholy ſtudy, when he was 
put beſide it by the noiſe of certain Horſes ,gyhich 
| Teemed to come toward him; he ſate uprig 
turning his head to that ſide whence he had heard 
them coming, ſaw three men on Horſeback{where- 
| Of one compleatlyarmed and bravely mounted, ap- 
peared to be the Malter of two Squires, that attend- 
ed him, 

They had left the great Road, to draw near un- 
to the River, and when they were upon the bank, a 
little below Ly/imachs, the Stranger alighting took 
one of his Squires with him, and leaving the horſes 
with the other, while he watred them, ſought a place 
fitto reſt himſelf after the weariſomneſs of his jour- 
ncy, and leaning upon his Squire came to lye down 
hard by Lyſimachus, but where(by reaſon of the 
buſhes) he could not diſcover him. 

Though Zyſimachus was little concerned in others 
ortunes, and little moved at any other con(iderati- 
ons ſave thoſe of his own miſhaps, he could not for- 
bear looking upon that ſtranger, who was of a ve- 
Ty fair ſtature, and whoſe arms were very rich, his 


| preſence, in whom of all men living he had found 


Cuiraſſe ſeem'd to be of ſilver damask'd with gold, 
and the cask of the ſame matter, and of the ſame 
work was covered with a plume of black, and white 
feathers which waved negligently upon his ſhoulders. 


Lyſimachus loſt ſight of him as he lay down, butin 


requital he could hear what he ſaid without being 
perceived, and lending his ear with ſome attention, 
heard that after two or three violent ſighs he ſpoke 
thus unto his Squire. *©I abſoiutely forbid thee ever 
© to take up the defence of that traytor any more, his 
< infidelity can never be juſtified, and that diſloyal 
© Scythian, ought never to hope for any thing but 
< death, for a reward of his perfidiouſneſſe : and 
©tis only to give it him, that I will ſeek him ſo long 
casT live; I will return into Scytbia, whither per- 
© haps he is already retired to ſtab him with a thou- 
<{\3nd blows in the midſt of all his friends, and give 
© an examplary puniſhment of a treachery without 
© example. ty he ſtranger accompanied theſe words 
with deep ſighs, and his Squire ſeeing he had done 
ſpeaking. < The Gods forbid ( /ard he ) that ever 
© I ſhould oppoſe your anger, or undertake to juſtifie 
© OQrontes, who is apparently guilty of a moſt horri- 
© ble ingratitude ; but how do we know whether he 
<be in a condition to fear your threats, and| whither 
© death have not already ſtolgzthim from your re- 
© venge? ** Ah! friend ( rephyedt the ſtranger) if 
« Orentes be dead, I will quickly follow him ; but 
«if hebe yetalive, he ſhall dye for the expiation of 
« of his ingratitude; I cafily incline to that belief, 
© nor ought I to have hoped for other uſage from a 
« Scychian, though he be a Prince, and that his birth 
< ought to have exempted him from part of the in- 
« humanity of his Countr:y, after ſuch obligations 
<« 25 he hath to me, and ſych uſage as I have receiv'd 
«from him, nothing but his death can ſatisfie me ; 
« ] will therefore diſpatch him if he be alive, and 
« this ſame hand wich for his fake I had deſtined to 
<« another uſe, ſhall free the earth from that moniter 
«of infidelity. LZyſimachizs whom. the name of O- 
©<rontes had made attentive, hearkenz2d to this dif- 
courſe with more intere{t, then he had taken in it at 
firſt, and finding by the purſui: of it what an ill de- 
ſign the ſtranger had againit Orozres Prince of Scy- 
thia, he believ'd his threats could be adrefied to none 
but his friend, who was Prince of Scythiz,. and who 
had pafld his time in forraign Countries under the 
naine of Oronres. This belicte kept him from hearc- 
ning longer to the talk of his enemies, and not being 
able to ſuffer him to be threatned and injured im his 
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the greateſt vertue, and to whom he had vowed the 
oreatelt friendſhip « He aroſe ſuddenly from his 
place; not regarding what noyſe he made, and ad- 
vancing toward them he ſhowed himſe!f, and made 
them ſee h&had heardall their diſcourſe, The itran. 
ger ſurpris'd at his coming, and diſpleas'd to have 
been over heatd,and interrupted,{tartup,and putting 
the beaver of his cask half way down, which before 
was up, he gave not Zyſimachus leiſure to quarrel 
with him, but preventing him with an angry voice ; 
Whoſoever thou art (ſaid he) thou ſhoweſt thy [elf in- 
diſcreet to interrupt thoſe that call thee not ro their 
CONVEY /alton, 

Lyſimachizs who ſaw himſelf preventcd in his in- 
tentions,” and who came not to make excuſcs reply- 
ed, briskly, © The converſation I have interrupt- 
© ed, concern'd me too much to ſuffer the continu- 
© ance of it; and I heard thee injure and threaten a 
© man the fight of whom would make thee tremble, 
© 2nd to whoml am too much a friend to pardon the 
*wrong thou doeft him. The Stranger at theſe 
words ſtepping back, and lifting up his eyes to Hea- 
ven, cried out, (2 Gods ! fſhull I be fo fortunate as to 
fin1amanthat takes the part of that traytor, and 4a- 
gain ft whom I ray diſcha#ge part of my juſt indigna- 
tion from winch you ide kim? If thou wilt have but 
a minutes patience ( ſaid Lyſimachus) I will give 
thee that ſatisf.ition, I have armes and horſes hard 
by here, and thourh perhaps my ſword alone were ſr f- 
ficient to defend ny friends turereſts, thy choyce of 
ſo confideri.ble an encny, wakes we believe thee too 
corragions, to talie the :dvartage thou haſt, The 
ftrang:renflamed with anger. and making his fury 
ſparkle though the ſight of his helmet. *©Go thy 
© way (faith he) Go fetch a horſe, and armes pre- 


ſently, I am content to delay thy death ſo lons, but 


© ſee thou come back again, unlefle thou wilt put 
© me to the trouble of ſeeking thee, and give me 
© cauſe to publiſh, that all Oroares his frietds are as 
© baſe as he himſelf. : | 
 Lyſimachws ſtaid not to anſwer, but returning a 
Pace unto the- houſe, he went in at the door which 
I-d out of the woog into the Garden : He paſſed 
throug'1 it, and 4 p into his Chamber,. where 
finding one of his nts, he call'd for his armes, 
and commanded a horſe to be made ready, He was 
obey'd withont reply, and putting on the ſame black 
-armes he wore when he fought with Perdriccas, he 
went down to the ſtable, and vaulted lightly on 
horſeback, he bad one of his ſervants follow him, 
and took his way toward the place where he was 
expected, giving his people order to tell Oroondates 
if he asked for him, that he would be back again 
preſently, and that a bufineſſe of importance oblig- 
ed him to leave him for ſome few moments. He 
gallopt away toward the River, and withina very 
little while came up to the ſtranser who waited for 
him with an impatience as great,as his. 


and taking a little carrecr to quicken him, he ap- 
peared to have ſo good a ſeat, and to be ſo firm in 
his ſaddie, that Zyfmachu conceived an exceeding 
high opinion of him. | 

The ſtranger having ſtopt his Horſe, drew near 
him with a gentle pace, and without ring any o- 
ther civility ; 7 find thee couragions enonrh (aid he) 
for the friendof a Traytour, but ſince thou haſt un- 


- dertaken it, reſolve to pay for bim, and to waſh a- 


way his infidelity with thy blood, Theſe words rais'd 
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aid he ſee him, but inftantly he got upon his Horſe, 
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Lyſimachus his choller to the highelt degree, yet 
made he noreply ; but having looked on him With 
eyes that ſparkled with fury, he turn'd about hj 
Horſe, and taking a dart from the hand of his $e. 
vant that. had followed him, while the Stranger gy 
the like, he trotted offa little to make his carreere. 
when they had takena reaſqnable ſpace. for it, they 
faced about, and fctting ſpurs to their Horſes, ry 
at one another with an impetuouſneſſe which canhs 
compared to nothing but that of thunder ; the ſhock 
was wonderfull furious, and their javelings being 
broken to ſhivers even withintheir very gauntlet, 
without ſhaking them, they rult'd againit eaq 
other with their bodies, and ſhields fo forcibly thi 
their horſes too weak to ſuſtain ſo potent an cncoyp. 
ter, fell backwards, and caſt their Mitters both 
upon the ſand. They got up again with a preg 
deal of nimbleneſſe, and drawing their Sword came 
cloſe together ina moment, and laid on ſuch weigh: 
ty blowes, that their - mutuall knowledge of one 
anothers ſtrength made them fight with more ir. 
cumſpectneſfe and negleCt nothing againit ſuch re. 
doubled enemies. - 

This. refletion ſav'd them a great dea! of blogg, 
and having fought almoſt an hour without being ahle 
to draw any on either fide, the ftranger to whom 
that tediouſneſſe ſeem'd inſupportable, forgot his 
fencing, and throwing his ſheild bchind his back, he 
took his Sword in both hands, and {truck ſuch a hes. 
vy blow, upon Ly{#machus his head, that he was 
aftonied with it, and recled backward two «r three 
ſteps. Ihe tranger proud with that good ſucceſs, 
prefles his enemy, 2nd thinking to b:at him down 
with a ſecond blow, only fetch'd him again out of 
his aſtoniſhment, and not being any longer defend- 
ed by his thield receiv d a thruit which paſſing be. 
| tween the mails of his fleevz2, wounded himin the 
right arm. The heat of the fight kept him from feeling 
the pain of kis hurt at firſt, but within a while after, 
lofle of bloud ſo iveakn'd his arme, that he had 
; ſcarcely itrength to hold his Sword, and without 
the help of the left hand he was no longer able to 
make ufe of it. Zyſimachzz perceiv'd it by the fee. 
blenefſe of his blows, and by the blood he ſaw run 
down upon his armes, and thonght that {tranger's 
pride, had rais'd his anger to the extremity, yet 
could he not forget his natural generoſity ; and re- 
tiring a little; Thox art not longer in a condition 
(ſaid he ) ro revenge theſe wrongs upon me, which 
thou haſt rected from the Prince of Scythia ; on 


all I have had of thee, I would not counſcll theets 
menſure thy forces with his, which are above mint 
without compariſon. The ftrarger whom the ſightol 
his blood had kindled with fury, and who believd 
himſelfinjured by Lyſimach!:s his words, anſwered 
; only with a great ſtroke, which glancing wupon the 
fide of his cask gave him. a light wound upon the 
ſhoulder, and feconding it with many others, made 
him quickly know, he was not capable of hearken- 
ins to what he ſaid, nor of thanking him for his of 
fers, and advice : Lvfimach: then loſt all the cot- 
ſideration he had of him,and ſtriking him a back blow 
under his chin,cut aſſunder theitraps of his headpiece, 
which fell upon the ground, leaving his head naked, 
| and Cifarmed, 
Lyſimachu; had lift uphis arm again, when look- 
| ing upon his enemies head, he ſaw a fair long halt, 
| which forcing certain nets, and fillets wherewith : 
) Wa 


et erate 


Con bat ſhall end here if thou wi't, but after this try- 


| CCI Y 


—_— =, » kg —-- =, = Any 4 +0 MP © .- 


ww, = 


£83 © WY wu 4, ps 


w.,» %. = eu ho? Is 2 OY &» mers hs 


” + 


Bw. 


t- 
id 


T 
—_ - 


DD R_Yl (nw 7D os 


S_—_— . ut 


Book. III. 


was ill tted up » intantly covered his ſhoulders, 
and part of his body, and con\idering his face more 
heedfully, he at lait perceiv'd it was a woman, 
and one of the fairelt in the world, againſt whom he 
had fought with ſo much animoſity, While he 
was beginning to repent himſelf, and let fall the 
point of his Sword , ſtepping back a little that 
Warlike dame, to whoſe cheekes ſhame and anger 
had given a collour which encreas d her beauty, 
fewat him more fiercely than before, and thruſting 
her Sword at his very eyes, with a threatning cry, 
Fly net, ( ſaid ſhe) wether be aſhamed to have w'd 
thy armes againſt a woman, who hath often dicd th: 
fields, 17 the blood of ſuch as thou art; 1amnot fo 
weak,, that thou ſhouta*jt nzed to defþ:ſe me; and 
there is more honour to be wonne with me, then thor 
thinkeſ# for. : 

She accompanied theſe words with a ſtorm of 
blowes, and enraged by the contempt ſhe thought 
Lyſimachus ſhowing of her, ran upon him with fo 
much fury, and fo little caution, that he was often 
affraid ſhe would give her ſelf a death with thoſe 
armes which he no more would turn again{t her ; hc 
retired {till warding her blowes, which the wound 
in her arm already made but faint ones, and when 
he faw he was out of their reach, and that the fair 4- 
mazone was forced to give him ſomereſpite, to the 
end ſhe might take breath ; adam ( faid he) 7 
will rather turn the point of my Sword ag ainſi my own 
heart ; than make uſe of it agatuſt you, 1 know too 
well what 5 due to your ſex, andto yonr beauty, and 
I ſhould be glad if Icould with a good part of my own 
blood, reparr the loſſe of that which my ſacruleTicus 
hands have drawn from your fair body; if this ſatts- 
faltion content you not, picrce this breaſt which I 
offer to you, I will taxg off my cuiraſſe, that you may 
the mare eaſily do it, and in the ſad eſtate of my for- 
tune which makes me wiſh for death, I cannot hope for 
a more glorious one, than that 7 ſhall receive from fo 
fair a band, 

How exceſſive ſocver the anger of this valiant La- 
dy was, ſhe could not but abate part of it,at ſo great 
reparations, and ſo profound ſubmiſſions : and be- 
holding Lyſimachus,with eyes wherein even throuch 
the rage that enflamed them, one might obſerve ſome 
gentlenefſe; I cannot ( ſaid ſhe) guefſe at the cauſe 
why thou ſlighteſt we thus ;, thou haſt not yet had ſo 
much advantage over me, 4s to find reaſon to con- 
temn me, I will never pretend to any greater (repli- 
ed Lyſimachus.) then the cccaſtons of ſerving you, 
andyou are armed ſo many ſeveral wayes to conquer 
men, that the vittory will alwayes be yours infalli- 


*T defire none ( anſwered the Amazone ) but 
*what I can win with the point of my ſword, and 
* though I be a woman, my profeſſion is to fight 
*withmen ; nor havel gained fo little reputation in 
*that exerciſe, that you ſhould need to be aſhamed 
* of our .Combat - it ſhall end here fince you will 
*have it ſo, an4 that it would be ignoble in me to 
*perfiſt in it, but 1 could wiſh alſo you would quit 
*theintereſts of a Traytor , who never deſerved 
*the affection of ſo vertuous a perſon as your 
"elf. Theſe words were enough to have renewed 
the quarrel if a man had ſpoken them ; but Lyſima- 
chus who had not beenable to endure them from one 
of another ſex, and who would have taken up the 
defence of his friend againſt the molt valiant living, 
though fit to combat the reſcntments of a woman 
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with mildneſſe, and was content with anſwering thus, 
as he put of his Sword. J know not what injury you 
can have recei'd from him, who ts really the mo$ 
generous and the moſt reſpeive to Ladies of all the 
men in the world; I bave ever ſeen bim moſt averſe 
from ſuch crimes as thoſe you tax him with, and in 
the recit.l which has been made me of his life, I did 
not hear that ever be bad any buſineſſe with you ; bur 
if he be ſo unfortunate as to have offended you, 1 will 
engage my ſclf that he ſhall give you all the ſatisfaiti- 
on you can defireof him, For that I paſſe my word 
to yort, andin the mean tine Madam, be pleaſed to 
accepr the offer 1 make you of a place hard by, where 
Jour wounds may be dreſſed; 1 have ſervants there 
who are ski!full in that art, you may be there more 
privately, and alſo mote conveiitently then at Baby- 
lon, and in that place it is you ſhall receive all man- 
ner of duty and ſubmiſſion from Orontes. 

Attheſe words the Ladies countenance was dyed 
with a colour, which Lyſimachzs knew not whether 
he ſhould attribute to joy or anger. And after hav- 
ins wavered a long time in the conſideration of what 
anſwer ſhe ſhould return, ©] believe, Orontes, 
©\o far from hence, (ſaid ſhe) and fo different from 
© what you report of him, that I know not what ſa- 
© tisfaction you can make him give me ;- but yet 
© your offers are ſo civil, that I cannot refuſe them ; 
*and fince you defire to have it ſo, I will go along 
© with you to cet remedy for the wound I have recet- 
© ved from you. | 

Saying thus, ſhe put forth her hand to him, and 
calling her Squires, the leaned upon the arm of Zyp- 
p-lita, the perſons with whom ſhe had talked, and 
who alſo was a woman, and went with Lyſimachus 
too toward the houfe; it was ſo near, that they 
got not on Horſeback, and Zy/machis ſending: his 
ſervant who had been ſpectator of the Combat, be- 
fore to prepare a Chamber, led her thither ſoftly by 
the Garden Gate. They found Polew.on there, who 
was come out to meet them, and to uſe the civilities 
he was obliged to inhis houſe ; his Wife carried the 
fair Amazone to her Chamber, and offered her all 
the ſervice ſhe could expect «hoſe of her own 
ſex, While the woman un her to put her to 
bed, Ly/tmachius withdrawing out of reſpe&, went 
into Oroondates his Chamber. That was the fr{t 
day he had left his bed fince his wound, and Zyſ/s- 
:achus giving him an exact accompt of all that had 
hapne), ſurpriſed him with a marvellous aſtoniſh- 
ment, 

Aftcr having lent him a very quiet attention; 7 
find (faid he) rwo things inthis adventure very re- 
markable, Lyſimachus bis friendſhip, and this wo- 
mans batred; I believe 1 have deſerved neither of 
them, and as 1 never obliged Lyſimachus ſo mnct as to 
afford me a bare good will, ſo tkewiſe I do not think, 
that ever I by any of my attions gave this woman caiiſe 
tohbate me; theſe are the effitts of chance, which 
blindly ſends 12 both good and wuil fortune; but ſince 
afier having ſo generouſly defended my quarrel , 
you have alſo engaged your ſelf for me, 1 will free 
you from that obligation, and if this fair Lacy be 
capable of receiving a reparation for theſe wrongs ſhe 
pretends T have done ber, I will give it her ſo filly, 
that you ſhall have nothing more to deſire fur the aſ- 
engarvins of yerr word, I will go into her Chanbcy 
with yor., as ſoon as ſne iS ina condition t0 FebervVe our 
viſit, and I will ſubmit wy ſelf to ſuffer whatſoever her 
reſentment ſhall enj-yn we, 

While 
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* While they drſcourſed on this manner 5 Zy/ima- 
- cha his Chirurgion waited upon the Amazone La- 
dy, and havingſearch'd her wound, he found there 
was neither nerve nor artery touch'd, and though 
her arin was run quite through, he promiſed her a 
ſpeedy cure. After he had applied the firſt reme- 
dies, he went to the Princes, and having given 
them an account how ſhe was, he look'd upon Lyji- 
machus his hurt, who already had put oft his arms ; 
he found it ſo light a one , that he thought he 
ſhould not need to keep his bed, nor his Chamber 
above two dayes, when. he had dreſs'd it, they ſent 
him back to the Lady to know whether it would 
not be incommodious for her to be viſited. She re- 
ceived the Meſſage very civilly, and having told 
Amintas ſhe ſhould be extrgamly well pleaſed to 
ſee his Maſter, he no ſooner lagrd it, but he went 
into her Chamber with Oreondates; ſhe gave them 
a reception full of civility, and commanding 7ypo- 
lita, to ſet Chairs by her bedfide,gthey fate down 
and preſently the Lady having thalgid Ly/trmachrs 
for his care of her, turn'd her eyes upon Qroondates, 
who in moſt civil tearms expreſs'd his trouhle for her 
wound, and having anſwered his firſt words ex- 
ceeding courteouſly, ſhe look'd very intentively up- 
on him. His wound had taken off ſomething of 
that lively colour, which was wont to increaſe the 
luſtre of his natural handſomenefle, and his forrows 
had in great meaſure abated it, yet he had fea- 
tures ſtill left, accompanied with ſo great Maje- 


ſy, that ſhe conſidered him not without admi- | 


ration. 
While ſhe was in the ſame atoniſhment at the 


gracefull preſence of thoſe two Princes, that they | 
were in at her excellent beauty, Lyſimachus ſpoke 


thus unto her. J cannot exprefſe Madam, the 
2r0uble T receive, in ſeeing you reduced to this condi- 
tion by him, who of all the men in the world, will 
while he lives be moſt unwilling to offend you ; but 
theſe are the fruits of the profeſſion you follow, and 
as you have extream great advantages above all the 
reſt of your ſex, ſo are you likewiſe ſubjett tothoſe ac- 
cidents from which they commonly are exempted; the 
moſt ſenſible grief for it ought to be mine, whoſe pro- 
phane hands have born arms againſt a perſon totally 
divine; and doubtleſs it will be redoubled, if after 
the promiſe I have made you, I ſhould not contribute, 
whatſoever you could deſire, for your ſatisfaition; 1 
* have found the Prince whom you complain of, moſt 
readily diSÞoſed to ſubmit himſelf to any you can wiſh, 
and 'tis for that end 1 have brought him into your 
Chamber, 

©Into my Chamber, ( cryed the Lady interrupt- 
©;1nghim ) and where is he ? With theſe words ſhe. 
. drew the curtain of her bed quite open, and ſceing 
no body elfeinthe Chamber, ſhe looked upon Ly- 
fimachus, with an eye that accuſed him of deceit, 
and inhumanity, and which obliged him to con- 
. tinue; Yes, Madam, he us in your Chamber, and 
3n your preſence ; You ſee before you, (added he, 
ſhowing her Oroondates) that Prince of Scythia 
whom you accuſe of infidelity ;, and if your reſentment 
againſt him be as great as you have teſtified, I wonder 
you bave been ſo long before you knew him, Lyſima- 
chus holding his peace at theſe words, Oroondates 
began to ſpeak, and while the Lady look'd ear- 
neitly upon him, © If I be ſo unfortunate, Madam, 
©( faidhe) asto have offended yon, I will give my 
* life for the expiation of my faults, the Gods are 
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my witneſſes, I never had ſuch an intention, apy 
©thatT am ignorant of the reaſons you have to om: 
© plain of me, but be they what they can, you {hai 


 *©find me moſt ready togive you ſatisfaction, andy 


*diſ-engage my friend of the world he has given yoy 
cfor me. 

Oroonaates having ſaid thus, remained filent, and 
the fair Stranger drawing a ſigh from the bottom 
her heart, conſidered him a while without replying, 
and then of a ſudden turning toward Lyſimachus 
and-beholding him with a diſcontented eye, I, «4. 
* ways doubted ( ſazd ſhe) that you knew not my 
* Traitor, ſince you were fo forward to embrace hx 
*intereſts. With theſe words ſhe turn'd her headaa 
the other ſide, and having continued a lons time. 
lent, inthe conſtrant ſhe ſuffered to force back ſome 
ſighs that would have burſt forth, whether ſhe woul 
orno; ſhe atlait, lift up her eyes to Heaven, an 
joining her hands upon her breaſt ; *O Fortune (cy. 
* ed ſhe )I ask thee pardon, I was to blame to con- 
©ceive any gl:mpſe of hope, and I ought to hare 
© known thee better, after ſo long a time as thou hat 
© perſecuted me. 

When ſhe had ſaid ſo, ſhe ſettled her ſelf « little, 
and looking very heedfully upon Oroozdares, * Its 
true, Sir, ( purſued ſhe ) that you never offended me, 
© but it is true alſo, that you are not Oroz:cs, atleaf 
© not that Oroxtes, whom I complain of, and whon 
<] accuſe of infidelity. I confeſs, ( replyed the Prince 


<that Orontes is not my true name, but 'tis that under 


< which I have paſs'd part of my years, and which] 
* have ever born in Forain Countries, Beſides lan 
ea Scythian, and a Prince as he whom you accuk, 
cand I know very well that Scythia hath now nov 
© ther Prince who 13 called Orentes, 

The Lady having hearkned to him patiently ; Ard 
what 5 become then ( ſaid ſhe) of Orontes, Prince 
the Maſlagetes, and Nephew to the King of Scythia! 
© It is true, ( anſwered Oroondates ) the Maſſapete 
© had heretofore a Prince of that name, who ws 
© very dear to me, both by reaſon of -his merit, and 
* of the near alliance between us, we were of thr 
© ſame age, an1 were bred up together, but impar 
© tial death robb'd us of him, juſt when he was grom 
© marvellouſly hopeful to all his friends. 

The fair Stranger gave ear to this diſcourſe with 
trembling, and not bcins able to ſuffer the contin 
ance of it without interruption, And bout whit 
tice, Sir, ( ſaid ſhe much troubled ) dyed char Pence 
whom you knew ? ©'Tis eight, or ten years, (1c 
©plyed Orooadates ) fince he was drowned in the 
Araxt, by the breaking ofa bridge of Boats, which 
involv'd partof our Army in his loſſe. The Ladies 
face at theſe words- came to its former colour, and 
—_— alittle more tranquility, then had appear 
ed init a few minutes before ; © Would it, had pleasd 
*the Gods, ( ſaid ſhe, with a great ſigh ) that the 
( faithlefſe Oronres had dyed then really, as he did in 
© the opinion of every body, my ſoul perhaps would 
< yet be inits fir{t repoſe, and perchance I ſhould not 
<now be the mo!t unfortunate Princeſſe in the world. 
* Without doubt, ( continued ſhe turning to Oroor- 
© dates ) you mult needs be Prince Orocondates, 50 
*tothe Kins of Scyrhia, I have heard from Orontes, 
* that he was bred up with you, and your counte- 
© nance cafily perſwades me to believe all he told me 
©to your advantage. | 

Orondates caſting down his eyes through modeſty 
and reſpect, ©I am indeed ( ſaid he ) that unfortunate 

| Prince 
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Prince of whom you ſpeak, and though hitherto 
have confeſs'd it but to very few perſons, you ſhall 
ever be one of thoſe for whom I will have particular 
« conſiderations. Iam aſhamed to own him tor my 
«inſman, whom you accuſe of infidelity, and by 
«whom you have been injured, but how faithleſs 
<{vever he be, it is true, that that Oronres whom 
«you complain of, is ſon to the Princelle Thomzria, 
(he King my Fathers ſiſter ; I know not whether he 
« he {till alive, but not withitanding his nearneſs to 
me, I ſhall be one of the firit to condemn him, and 
| «declare my ſelf againſt him, if he be capable of in- 
thdelity toward you. oe 

The fair Amazon anſwered theſe words w:th a 
| grextdeal of civility, and asking him pardon for the 
errors ſhe had committed- before: his quality was 
| knowtohe r, ſhe learn'd from him alſo the name of 
| Zyſmachus, That knowledge comforted hcr in the 
| Gifadvantage ſhe had in the combat with him, and by 
| moſt obliging words teſtifying her eſteem of his val- 
| our; *If you bethat Ly/izzachus ( faid ſhe ) who was 
: always ſo near to Alexander the Great, is 1t poſht- 
| «þſe that the face of ThaleFris ſhould be unknown 
| ©toyou, and that you ſhould not remember you had 
& <ſcen me upon the Frontiers of Hyrc41ia, in an 
E <Equipage remarkable enough to have preſerv'd 

«ſome memory of it ? Lyſimachus ſhewing a great 
# aſtoniſhment at theſe words, © What, Madam, ( faid 
E <he)are you then that great Queen of the A7a- 
- zones, Who came to meet A-e:ander upon the con- 
E fines of Zyrcania, with fo itatelya Train, and to 
F *whom the King ſhewed refpedts worthy of the 
© birth and vertue of ſo great and ſo generous a 
| ©Princeſs? I am the ſame T haleſtris, ( anſwered the 
E © 41:az0n ) who viſited the Conrt of Alexander for 
© <conſiderations very different from thoſe to which 
| *perhaps ſome attributed my Journey. 
cl was at that time ( replyed Lyſtmachus ) gone 
{ ©upon an Expedition, where the King had fent me 
with Crater:, and Ptolomers, but whenlI came back 
*to Court, it was yet full of the fame you had left in 
*it, nordidany body talk there of the fair Queen of 
* the Amazones, as other than a wonder that had 
Ald our Army with aſtoniſhment. The fair Queen 
made anſiver with a great deal of modeſty. and their 
converſation would have laſted longer, if Amintas 
had not deſired the two Princes to let the Queen take 
her reſt the remainder of that day, and not to engage 
| her longer in diſcourſe which might be hurtful to 
her. The Princes obeyed, ani having taken their 
_ of her, retired into Oroozdates his Cham- 

r, 

Though Polemon their Landlord lived plainly, and 
out of the confuſion 'of the Court, yet was he of 
oneof the Families in Babylon, very rich for a man 
of his quality, and the houſe whether he was then 
retired, one of the faireſt, and of the beſt receit any 
where near the City ; this made the abode of the 
Princes the more commodious, and they were lodg- 
el there very handſomely, and with room enough. 
Scarce had they dined when Cleantes Lyſimachbus his 
Squire, return'd from Babylon, whither his Maſter 
had ſent him the day before. They preſently enqui- 
red after the ſucceſs of his Journey, and Cleanres to 
give them account in a few words. *© The face of 
* affairs ( ſaid he ) is not mich altered ſince your be- 

ing here; Roxana is ſtill abſolute in Babylon, by 
the ſubmiſſion of Perceſtas, who is at the devotion 
*of herand of Perdiccas; who is now almoſt quite 
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© recovered of his wounds. They have uſurped fo 
© Soveraign-an Authority, that nothing is done but 
<by their Orders, eſpecially fince the greater part of 
© the Princes retired into the Territories that are fal- 
* len totheir ſhare, . | 

* Antigonws 1s already gone towards Lycia, and 
* Pawphilia; Eumenes into Cappadocia; Leonatus 
* to the leſſer Phrygia; Caſſander is upon his way in- 
*to Caria; Laowedon into Syria; and Menander in- 
©to Lydia; Prolomeus concerning whom 1 informed 
© my ſelf moſt, and from whom I learn'd what was 
© become of the reſt, would not ſtir without hear- 
© ing of you ; I found him, Sir, ( continued: he, ad- 
© dreſſing himſelf to Lyſimachas ). incamped with an 
* Army two hundred Furlonss on the other fide of 
© Babylon; and if Thad nottold him where you were, 
© he was coming back with his Forces to make Per- 
* diccas give an account of you, upon-the report of 
« your having fought with him. I am notable to tell 
© you b_ welcomelT was to him, nor how much he 
< participates in your ſorrow ; he would have come 
* hither with me, but that I aſſured him you would 
* be with him very ſhortly, and 1 prayed him to ſtay 
< with the Army, to preſerve a power which would ' 
* perhaps be neceſſary for you. He yielded tomy 
<1ntreaty with much ado, and commanded me to 
© bid you be confident he would be ever ready 
*to give -you all the proofs you can defire from his 
© friendſhip. 

Cleantes having to this diſcourſe added many par- 
ticularities of his thort Journey, and anſwered many 
queitions Ly/zmachus asked him; the Princes began 
to deliberate what they ſhould do, and after long 
conſultation of the means they ought to uſe for their 
delign, they agreed that in the interim while Oroon- 
dates where perfectly cured, Lyſimachwus ſhould go 
up to Prolomers, and with him arm all his friends, to 
take a ſolemn revenge for the death of their Prin- 
celſes ; He had a great many whom he believ'd he 
could eaſily diſpoſe to his intention, and Perdiccas 
and Roxana {tood too ſtrongly upon their guard, to 
be ſurpriſed and puniſhed for their crime any other 
way than by open force ; and to ſay truth, ( added 
Lyſimachus )the death of thoſe two perſons would 
not ſuffice alone for the reparation of our- loſſes ; 
whole Armies ought to periſh for the expiation of 
their guilt, and it ought to be waſh'd with the blood 
of their whole faction. We mult drown all Babyloz 
with it, and offer a ſacrifice to our Princeſſes, that 
may be worthy of them ; I will joynall the vertyous 
Princes that are among Alexanders Succeſſors unto 
our.party, and our confederacy ſhall be fo ſtrong, 
that the Traytors ſhall infallibly be overwhelm- 
cd. | 

Oroondates approved Lyſwmachus his thoughts, and 
conſented to his departure the next day, though his 
Chirurgton entreated him to ſtay a day ortwo longer 
by reaſon of his wound, which might be ſomething 
incommodious to him ; but Ly{mackizs was too 
impatient to hearken to his advice, and Prolomeres 
was too near him to defer ſo ſmalla Journey longer. 
When they had fully reſolv'd it, they ſpent the reſt 
of the day in their ordinary converſation, and the 
next morning no ſooner did the Sun appear, but 
Lyſimachus was up, and called for his arms. Oroox- 
dates aroſe as ſoon as he, and notwithſtanding all. 
Amintas his perſwaſions, would needs go down, 
and accompany Ly{wmachus tothe Gate, **I could 
« do no more ( ſaid he ) if my life were dear tome, 
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With theſe words he went forth, and reſting him- 
ſclf upon a ſtaffe, and upon Ararecs his arm, he 
waited upon Lyſimachus down the ſtairs. The 
Horſes ſtood ready in the Court, and Lyſtmachus 
taking only Cleantes with him, left the reſt of his 
Officers to ſerve Oroondartes, and the Amazoxe 
Queen, Lyſimachus had taken his leave of her the 
night before, and had aſſured her he would return «- 
gain within a weak at the farthelt : he gave the ſame 
promiſe to the Prince of Scyrh1a, who burning with 
impatience to accompany him, and bidding him fare- 
well with tears: < Go, Lyſimach, ( ſaid he) go 
© dear brother of my misfortunes, labour for our 
© common repoſe, and leave n.e not long unprofita- 
©ble ; though I can ſerve you but as a ſingle man, 1 
< will ſerve you as one that is molt highly and paſſ1o- 
© nately concerned. 

© Iprefer your aſſiſtance (anſwered Lyſirachn) 
© before the help of all the world, and 1 ſhall march 
©<more boldly with you, than it I were invironed by 
© all the Troops which heretofore accompanied Da- 
c 1:5, Aﬀeer ſome other diſcourſe full of attection, 
of proteſtations of friendſhip, and of an inſeparable 
union in their intereits, Lyſ/imachus got on horſc- 
back, and taking his way toward /rolomers his 
Camp, left Oroo:dates ſenſibly grieved at his depar- 
ture, but having an exceeding firm courage, he coim- 
forted hiniſelf with the hope of his ſpeedy return, 
and the neceſſity of that ſeparation. 

He would not go up again into his Chamber, and 
although Araxes preſs'd him to it very earneſtly, he 
neglected his entreatics, and feeling he had {trength 
enough to walk, he went into the Garden, and vi- 
ſited the pleaſant Allies, which till then he had not 
ſeen, Araxes helped him in his walk, and the 
Prince having with his aſſiſtance taken a turn or two 
in the Garden, went out at the little Gate which led 
into the Wood. Having a while conſidered the fair 
ſpread Trees, the Rocks over-grown with moſlc, 
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and the many little ſtreams which rolled along upon . 


the gravel with a very pleaſing murmure; © W hat 
© a delightfull place is this, Araxes ( /a:d be) for one 
<inmy condition, I dedicate a good part of my tine 
©to be ſpent in it, and do not wonder if Ly/emachzz 
© found conſolation here. | 

Having ſaid thus, he took a beaten path, and 


following it ſoftly, came to the ſide of a fountain, - 


which was very beautiful for one that was 
bcholding to none but nature ; he fate down 
on the bank of it, upon Araxe; his Man- 
tle, and caſt his eyes upon a Brook, which taking 
its ſource from therice, empticd it ſclf about, two 
hundred paces off into the River Erphrates, While 
he was in his deepeit muſe, he thought he heard 
ſome perſons talking hard by him, and having his 


imagination ſtill prepoſſeſs'd with the remembrance | 


of Sratira, and the viſion he had ſcena few dayes 
before being ſtili preſent to this memory, he be- 
liev*d he heard ſomething of the tone of her voice, 
and of the Princeſs her filters; he rouz'd himſelf in a 
itart, and lending an ear with more attention. Did/# 
thou hear nothing ? ſaid he to Araxes, who was by 
him ina ſtudy ; © No, Sir,anſwered Araxes. Ab /! 
without doubt ( replyed the Prince) 1 deceived iy 
elf, and ouly my wounded fancy, brought this ſound 
unto my ears, | 

He was confirn'd in that conceipt, when he could 
hear no more Noiſe, and letting himſelf looſe to the 


| 
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conſideration of his misfortunes, he continued nex 
an hour igan entertainment ſuitable to his pref 
eitate: in the end he grew weary of ſitting ther 
ard riſing up with --7aes, he went on farther ing 
the Wood, and following the courſe of the Brog 
he came inſenſibly to the place, where Zyſimacy 
a few dayes before had found the names of Caſſa 
dra, and Euridice, engraven upon the Rocks ay 
Trees. Oroondates had been told that adventye 
by Lyfimachus, and knowing the place by the tokey 
he had given him of it. Here zz zs (ſaid he) Araxy 
that ſome unfortunate perſors,like us, groe theſe 
eaſe by communicating ther diſaſters to things inay. 
ate, O Gods! have they not riaſon to complainn 
them, ſince they ſind yor jo lutle ſenſible ? 

© Whoſoever you be, (cortuned be, cating hy 
© eyes upon the names of Callandra, and Euridice) 
< afflicted ſouls, comfort your ſelves, by the encow 
*ter of ſuch as arcin the lame condition, and ſuffer 
*no: yourſelves to be calt down by misfortunes 
* which ordinarily perſecute the vertuous. 

A ſudden fancy that came into his mind, hindre 
him from going on with that Diſcourſe, and making 
Araxes Cait up his eye, * Look here with me Tpn 
© thee. ( ſaid he)and tell me, if theſe characters ar 
©not very like my Princeſſes: the bark and fore 
* upon which one cannct cngrave with ſuch faciliy 
*as onemay write upon paper, have a little diſgy. 
*ſeithem. yet if thy memory be go0d, thou can} 
* not deny but that many itroaks have a great reſem- 
© blance. 

Aranxes was of his opinion, and this encounter 0. 
| I1g:d him to read the fame: Lyſ/imachn had done he- 
tore ; he had gone but a very little way in it whenhe 


cryed out,* O Gods ! Araxecs, What is thisI ſee 2.1; 


© it poſſible the Geitiny of this afflicted Cafſ7ndra, 
© ſhould agree ſo much wit!: that of my Princeſs, if 


* ſhe were yet alive * Certainly if the Gods had 


© continued her in the world after the lofle of Alexar 
* der, and that ſhe had preſerved me in her remen- 
©brance, I ſhould have bclieved ſhe her ſelf ha 
© writ theſe words, But alas ! Araxes, ſhee's dead, 
*and if any ſpirit, under the name of Caſſandra 
© hath graved them here to recall her into my meme- 
* ry,and to put me in mird of what I owe to her,tht 
©care is very necdleſſe, {ince there is no moment, 
© but that remembrance, and I arc inſeparable. 
Having ſaid thus, he went on with his reading, and 
the farther he read, the morc he was confirm d inhis 
opinion, After he had ſpent ſome time in that em- 
ployment, his reſtleſſe thoughts made him dcſireto 
goto ſome other place, ſo fullowing the current df 
the Brook, he came to a pleaſing graſly place,where 
he found two women aflcep; their habit was very 
plain, and little different from that of P«lex.05 wile 
and daughters. They were laid along upon their 
ſide, and embracing one another, their faces with 
the help of their looſe hair, hi4 each others mutual» 


ly. Araxes had formerly told his Matter the en- 


counter Ly/machwus and he had inthe Garden,of that 
unknown Cafſanars, and remembring that ſhe was 
apparelled as thoſe two wornen, he believ'd it was 
ſhe her ſelf, and that E::7:4:ice whoſe name was lt 
terwoven with hers in ſo many places, That which 
Oroondates had read conce:ning the fortunes of thoſe 
two women, and the reſemblance he found in them 
to thoſe of Srarira, and the Princeſſe her {iltcr, would 
have been enough to have {irr'd up a defire oi know- 
ing them, in aman lefſe afflicted ; but his w__ 
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ken up with orief,that therewas no room in it for 
=o F cfides,he believ'd them to be of a quali- 
tyanſwerable to the habit they wore, and to the con- 
ion they were in, not being ignorant that Love 
and Fortune exerciſe their tyranny equally upon per- 


ſons of all eſtates. 1, 
He paſs'd on without interrupting them in their re- 


ſo 
curiolity 3 


ofe, when Araxes more curious than he, turning ' 


back to conſider them, ſaw an open paper fall from 


one of their hands, which the wind carried preſent- 


| lyto his feet; He took it up, though his Maſter 
| would have diſſwaded him from it, and bringing it 
with him to read it when they were a little farther off, 
they walk'd on gently, and taking an Allie they met 
, withall, returned into Polemons Garden, Araxes 
| led his Maſter to the Fountain, where he had related 
| the beginning of his life unto Lyſimachus, and when 
| they wereſet down by the fide of ir, Araxes draw- 
© ing out the paper he had taken up ; © See here, Sir, 
| ©\ ſaidhe to his Maſter ) that which will learn us 
| <{omething of this unknown Caſſznd-a, who min- 
| *oles her misfortunes thus with ours. 

E Attheſe words he looked upon the Writins, but 
} {:arce had he read the firſt line when giving the pa- 
: per to his Maiter, © Ah! Sir, (ſaid he) what's this [ 
E <ſce? Look I beſeech you, your ſelf, upon Cha- 
E <rters, and words that confound me ; The Prince 
E taking the paper from Araxes his hand, had no ſoon- 
Z er cait his eyes upon it, but he cryed out, © Ah! 
© < Araxes, there is no doubt but this Writing is di- 
© *Fectly like that of my deceaſed Queen. Read the 
© <firſt words ( replyed Araxes ) and without que- 
E <{tion your aſtoniſhment will be increaſed. Oroon- 
© 4utes infinitely ſurpriſed at this encounter, began 
EZ with ſtrange inward motions to read theſe words. 


E The unſortunate and happy Caſſandra 5 un- 
© fortunateby the change of her fortune, and 
happy hy the fidelity of Orontes : 10 her 
too faitnful ORONTES. 


Gods, (cryedthe Prince) what do I fee ? Will 

Fortune mock me, or am I that Orozres to 
whom are directed the words of this Cafſanara, 
whoſe writing, and whoſe thoughts are ſo conforma- 
ble to thoſe of my Princefſe ? Ah ! no, (prrſucd he) 
tis without doubt to the revived Orontes, Prince of 
| the Maſſzgeres, and this Caſſandra to whom his fi- 
| Celity is ſo dear, is i:fallibly the cauſe of the -com- 
plaints of the fair Queen Thaleſtris : he whoſe name 
Thave ſo long uſurp'd, muſt needs have ſome mix- 
kurem my adventures; but, O Gods! is it poſſible 
that two perſons ſhould write ſo like, and have ſo e- 
qual deſtinies ? Read, Sir, ( ſaid Araxes ) that 
which is under this Inſcription, and perchance you 
may draw ſome farther knowledge from thence, 
The Prince followed his counſel, and beginning to 
read apain, he went onthus. 

* know not in what manner I ought to look upon 
*my fortune ; two different remembrances, O faith- 
"Tul Orotes, conteſt within my ſoul, for you, and 
*apainſt you. What do Inot owe unto Orontes ? 
* but alſo what do I not owe to my condition, and 

and toan illu{trious memory.? my inclination, and 
oy duty put my mind into an equal ballance, and 
: 1 have very weighty reaſons ; but all the rea- 
ſons of my inclination yeild unto my duty, and all 
thoſe of my duty vaniſhin preſence of my inclinati- 
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© on. Alas / if we could make an accommodation 
© between them, how happy would be the deſtiny 
©of Caſſandra, and how little would ſhe be troubled 
* for the change of her fortune,if a more conſiderable - 


. Elofſe had not ſettled a more lawful ſorrow in het 


© heart! ſh-nevertheleſſe loves her faithful Oronres, 
* as much as he can, and ought to deſire ; but ſhe has 
*\ome ſcruples remaining, which ſhe cannot over- 
*come if ſhe will be worthy of his affetion. It is 
*a continuation of the anger of the Gods, who only 
* preſent happyneſles to her, when ſhe isno longer ini 
© a condition to receive them, We had found a ha- 
© ven indeed ( »y dear Orontes) butitis worſe than 
*{hipwrack, andif you love me as 1 helieve, and as 1 
© know you do, you ought not to deſire of me.------ 

Oroondatgs turn d over the leaf to make anend of 
reacing the ſteer, but he ſaw nothing written on the 
other fide, and judg'd that the party had either want- 
cd time, . or will to finiſh it. Alas ! with how many 
different thoughts was he aſſaileq at the reading of 
theſe words : he peruſed them again many times, 
and being in a contuſion full of perplexity, he could 
not expreſle it better than by his ſilence. 

He looked upon Araxes, holding his arms acroſs 
upon his brea!t, and having continued a lons time 
without ſpeaking, ( Araxes ſaid he at laſt) where 
aml? Sir (anſwered Araxes) Tamas much ſurpri- 
ſedas you. But (replyed Oroondates) is not this 
Statira's hand, and are not theſe the very words 1 
[ ought to have expected from her, if ſhe hadſur- 
vived her {Iln{trious Husband ? doeſt thou not find in 
this diſcourſe, that ſame ſevere vertue, which made 
part of my misfortunes, and which would have pre- 
pared new difficulties for me, if the Gods ſhould 
have ſpared her till untothe world ? Ah ! without 
queition it is her ſpirit that hath inſpired theſe words 
into Cafſardra, and that hath guided her hand, to 
frame Characters ſo like to hers. Araxes anſwe- 
red not his Maiters doubts, but muſing upon this ad- 
venture {trove to draw from it ſome cauſe of conſola- 
tion for him. What do we know Sir ( ſaid be) but 
that the Gods may miraculouſly have preſerved that 
vertuous Queen, and whether this unperfect letter, 
may not by ſome chance or other have fallen into the 
hands of theſe women we found aſleep? Ah Araxes 
( rep/yed Oroonadates) let us not flatter our ſelves 
fooliſhly, the Queens death is too certain to be ſtill 
doubted of, and it is now unknown to no body; yet I 


- ſhould believe ſhe had written theſe words after A4- 


lexanders death, if two difficulties did not ſtagger 
me; thefirit is that till her own death ſhe knew not 
of the King her Husbands, and the other this name 
of Caſſandra, which brings all out of ſquare, and 
puts me into a ſtrange confuſion. W hatſoever it be 
( /aid Araxes) Twill return if you think fit, to the 
place where we light upon this letter, and if I find 
thoſe women there ittil, I may perchance draw 
ſomething from them to clear our doutts and give 
you comfort. Run A-axes, (cried the Prince) 
run, I pray thee, and though I be no longer in an 
cſtate to conceive any hope, offer at leaſt, onr aſh- 
ſtance unto that perſon, who in ſo many things is 
conformable to my Princeſſes. Araxes 1iſing from 
his Maſter, went our of the garden, and the Prince 
fate ſtill by the fountain, ſo taken up with the confi- 
deration of this laſt adventure, that he never in his 
life, had been in ſo profound a muſe, After having 
bethought himſelf every way,he could imagine no- 
thing clſe but that Caffanara's letter was without 

; ; YU 2 doubt 
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doubt intended to Orontes Prince of the 1aſſugetes, 


' and that it was neither impoſſible, nor unheard of. 


that the writings, and fortunes of two ſeveral per- 
ſons ſhould reſemble one another. He had continu- 
ed above an hour in this confuſion of thoughts, when 
Araxes came back to him again, and afſured him 
he could not find theſe Women in the place 
where they had left them, and that he had ſought 
them in vain all over the Wood, and along 
the banks of the River. Oroondates was exceedingly 
troubled at it, and reſolved to ſeek them himlſelt, 
when he had gotten a little more {trength. Aﬀter 
ſome diſcourſe whereof this encounter furniſhed them 
with matter enough, he roſe up, and going out of 
the garden return d into his Chamber. As ſoonas he 
was there, he ſent to know of Hippolira, if he might 
ſcaſonably viſite the Queen her Mittreſle, and having 
had an anſwer, he went, into her Chamber to wait 
upon her, He ſaid nothing to her of the ſuſpicions 
. he had concerning 07oares, for fear of afflicting her, 
and of itirrins up a hatred againlt him which alrcady 
was very violent. He dined with her, ſhe having 
deſired him, and after dinner ſhe beſeeched him to 
vive her a little better knowledge of his adventures 
than fortune yet had favoured her withal , hereupon 
the Prince made her an abridgment of his life, and 
though out of mudelſty he blemiſhed the luſtre of his 
mo# gallant actions, he fill'd her with an admirati- 
'on, and an eſteem which made her conſider him as 
ſomthing more than mortal. This recital was not {o 
ſhort but that the remainder of the day was ſpent in 
it, and the cloth was laid for ſupper, an34 lights 
broughtin before he had made an end. The Queen 
raviſhed with the wonders ſhe had heard, made a 
ſhort meal, and being willing to requite Oroondares 
his freedom, who had made her a franl confeſſion of 
the moſt ſecret paſſages of his life, offercd her ſelf to 
Sive him the relation of hers, with the ſame truſt and 
aſſurance, Oroondares teſtificd that he would re- 
ceive that favour with a great deal of reſpect, and 
and having ſettled his attention, he heard the fair 
Queen begin her Hiltory intheſe terms, 


The Hiſtory of - Thaleſtris 
Queen of the Amazons. 


V Ith how great vertue ſoever a ſoul is fortifi- 

cd, human nature hath weakneſſes which 
it cannot diſavoy ; and how great reſiſtance ſoever 
it make, through principles of vertue, againit irre- 
gular motions, if it be not ſupported by an eſpecial 
providence from Heaven, it is very hard for itnot to 
yeild ſometimes, and give moſt viſible marks of 
frailty ; the paſſions have gotten ſuch an Empire 0- 
ver it that it cannot without great difficulty ſhake 
them oft; and if we ſomctimes winthe victory, |l 
hold ita much more advantageous one, than thoſe 
we obtain againſt forreign enemies; I would it plea- 
ſed the Gods, this were not ſo great a truth, and that 
itgave me not matter for a diſcourfe which cannot 
chooſe but be unpleaſing. It is not to be wondred at 


if my adventures are mingled with thoſe of a Scythi- E 


ht 


an, nor is it ſtrange if I recount them to a Scythignt 


Prince, ſince I alſo am a Scythian my ſelf, andthat 5 
. the firlt original of the Amazons came from that very "i 


— 
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Scythia, you ought to command. Perhaps itis 
unknown to you, but to refreſh your memory 1 yy 
tell it you againin a few words, 

A long time after the ſiege of Troy, two Pring 
ofthe Royall blood of Scythia, P:unos, and $ey, 
phites, being driven out of their Country by cj 
warres, wandred up and down with their tro 
many years, to ſcck a ſetled abode for themſelyg 
their families, and thoſe that accompanied they. 
After divers tedious Voyages, they came into thy 
part of Cappadocia, which is called Themiſcira, yy 
thereupon the banks of the Thermodoon ; havin 
defeated thoſe that oppoſed their paſſage, they 


ſolv'd to put an end to all their journeys, and» 


make their habitation in thoſe pleafant fields, th 
molt fertile, and the moit delightful of all 4j, 
They put thatdefign in execution, and having miy 
themſelves Maſters of the Countrey in a {ith 
while, they extended their limits very far, end 
many battailes aſſured themſelves of an exceed 


ſpacious territory ; Their dominion maintain'd - | 


ſelf many yeares, but in the end their enemies ha. 


ing drawn them into ambuſhes, cut them allj F: 


pieces. 


The widdowes of theſe valiant men, ſucceed 


them in courage ; and beings arm'd with an admin 


ble reſolution, themſelves defended the Coutis i 
of their Husvands Conqueſt, again their murthe. 
crs, with ſo rare a v.ionr, that they ſent them batÞſ 
with loſs, and confution ; and made proud by that 
go0d ſucceſs, they kid, or droveaway ail thema 
| that were leit among them, and eſtabliſned thai 


Monarchy of women which hath iaſted ever ſince, 


which as 1 believe, hath ſpread it's reputationow MW 


all the world. I will not entertain you with ther 


lawes, but will only tell you, that havins decreed 


not to ſuticr any men amongſt them, they conch 


cd a treaty with their neighbours, and by vis 


which they made upon their frontiers, at certai 
ſcaſons appointed for that purpoſe, and which 
know not in what teartnes I can explainto you, the 
provided for the conſervation of their kind, Thek 
words made the Queen bluſh, but fetling hex fel 
little, ſhe went on. The Children that were bon 
by theſe meetings, if they were males were eithe 
k1ilPd, or carried out of their dominiens, and tie 
daughters were carefully bred up; their whole &- 
erciſe, from their molt tender infancy, was onlj 
that oſarms,' and to give them the greater facilityn 
ſhooting with their bowes, they cut off their rigſt 
breaſt, from whence in proceſle of time, they took 
the name of 4mazones, Having eftabliſh'd this ordet 
amongſt themſelves, which ever fince hath been t 
violably kept, they choſe two Queens, to whom 
they ſubmitted themſelves, and while one of them 
enlarged the bounds of their Monarchy by th 
Sword, thc other {taid at home to govern the Cout 
trey. The molt famous among the firſt were Lar- 
pedo,and Z7arteſta,who not content with the Territo: 
ries they peaceably pollcſs'd, rais'd two might) 
Armies, came a great way into Errepe, ſubdued 1 
good part of it, uſurped divers of the Cities, and 
Provinces of ſia, and conquered a large extentd 
eround, which their poſterity fince hath not been 
ble to conferve. Crercra, and Anticpa, ſucceeded 


| them, thoſe two Qucens againit whom EHerenlts 
.watle War, and whoſe two hiiters he carried awa): 


Aenalippa,and H:ppolita, who alterwards was Wile 
to King Theſes, 


Atter theſe reigned that valiant Pex:heſt'ea, wh 


was 
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was ſlain at the ſiege of Troy, by the hand of Achil- 
les, and who as the died made her Cunquerour ſo 
much in love with her, I will not toil you rhe naines 
ofthoſe that followed her, nor wiil I ſay any thing of 
all that paſs'd among them till the Reign of Quee 
Minotea my Mother, wno is deſcenged in a right 
I line rom thoſe gallant Queens I have ſpoken ot, dhe 
had but newly began her Reign, waen ine brougnt 
me into the world ; the preſently grew extraordl- 
h nary tener of me, inſomuch that the would not ſut- 
8 fer my right breait to be cut off, as nad been done 
(0 to all that were before me ; whether it were that the 
t feared the danger that rhight come of it, or that{ne 
"WE gefired to preſerve my body from that deformity. 
i 1 was brought up with wonderful care, and the at- 
n fetion of the Queen my Mother, making her find 
WB more beauty and graceiulncſie in me, than Ireally 
| had, cauſed her to 1mp:ove both with ſuch induitry, 
1 as could not proceed, but from ſuch a paſſion as hers ; 
ME fe defired to have my manners form'd to ſome 
 ſwecetneſſe and civility, and among the Martial ſpirits 
© thatwere infuſed into me, ſhe hkewife made fome 
1 morality to be mix'd, and to the exerciſes of the bo- 
4 dy, added aiſo lyme exerciſes of the mind, able to 
WE purgeit from thote bloozy humours that were pre- 
dominant amongit our women. 
© i1grew expert and vigorous enough in thoſe of the 
body, and by the toil of hunting, whenſoever | had 
any ſpare time, and by the care of my Miirefles, 
became ſo itrong, and fo skilfull, that whenl was 
but ſixteen years old, there were but few women a- 
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|. andwhom I wasnot able to inftruct either how to 


draw a Bowe, or how to fight on Foot, or how. to : 


ridean Horſe vigorouſly. Theſe were our ordina- 
ry paſſe-times, and upon the banks of the rapide 
Thermadoon, wedrew up Battalions every day, and 
kept up that Warlike humour, which had maintain'd 
them for many Ages, The Queen my Mother bred 
me to that averſion again't mzn, which is general 
among us, andexhorted me daily, rather to ſuffer 
death, than to ſlacken any thing of our ancient cu- 
itomes, or ſubmit my ſelf t> that ſex, which hath 
uſurped ſo tyrannical an Empire over ours, I would 
it had pleas d the Gods ( great Queen ) that 1 had 
followed thy counſels, 1 ſhould not then have drawn 
_ Heavens anger upon me for my diſobedience, nor 
ſhouldi have precipitited my ſelf into misfortunes, 
which 1 can attribute to nothing but that alone, I 
will not entertain you with the Particulars of my 
childhood, which are too trivial for your hearing; 
but] will paſſe them over, and content my ſelf with 
teiling you, that I had compleated my fifteenth year, 
when the Queen my Mother at her return from an 
Expedition, 1n which by reaſon of my youth, I had 
not waited on her, prefented the valiant Orithis to 
me, a perfon of a itature extrtordinary among{t 
us, of a moit Martial Garb, and of a moit excellent 
Beauty. She whas yet all arm'd, when the Queen 
my Mother brought her into my Chamber, and- I 
thought her ſo handſome, that i found no difficulty 
In obeying the command ſhe gave me to love and e- 
lteem her particularly. 
ths generow Lady, ( ſaid the Queen to me ) 
thoupl ſhe was nut bora among ws, yet baving the 
ame inclinations, hath caſt her ſelf voluntarily into 
our party, and in all the enconrters we have had with 
the Cilicians, ſhe bath ſhewed proofs of ſuch an admi- 
rable valour, that 1 took ber along time for Bellona, 


» 


mons our Amazons, whom I could not diſmount, | 
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| w-omT thouzht the defence of her ſex, had armed in 
| our favour, In our laſt aitton ſhe diſ-engaged me 
| from a throng of Enemies, where elſe T had wnfal'ibly 


periſhed, and ſuccoures me in ſo great extremity, 
that I cannot deny but that I am indebted to her for 
wy hfz; ſhetn my fight killed the meſt valiant of ail 
our eaeimes with her cewn hand, and overthrew all 
t2at made any oppoſition againſt her ; In ſhort, ſhe 
hath begot in me ſo much admiration, and ſo much 
love, that next to my only daughter, ſhe ſhall ever be 


_ to me the deareſt perſon in the world. 


She ended theſe words embracing her, and by her 
example, obliged me to welcome her with an ex- 
traordinary Kindneſs, Orikz2 receiv'd it with great 
ſubmiſſion, and made proteſtatioas of fidelity to me, 
in ſo reſpeCciful, and ſo civil tearms, that from that 
very moment, I eitcem'd her extream worthy of 
the judgement the Queen had made of her. <1 am 
© molt readily difpoſed ( ſaid Ito her) to ſecond the 
* Queens affections with mine, and to requite the 
© vertue of tis fair Stranger by all the proofs ſhe 
*can defire from my friendſhip. O7:thia kneeled 
down upon one knee, at theſe words, and kiſſing 


my hand which I put forth to raiſe her up - Afadum, 


(ſaid ſhe) 7 make a vow, mover to be but yours, 
ana from tus inſtaut 1 dedicate my ſelf unto you 
with a palſion, which ſha!l never end but with my 
life. 

She pronounced theſe words ſo gracefully, that 1 
was touch'd by them with an affection, and caſting 
ny arm once more about her neck, 1 promifed her 
an eternal fricnditip. She went out of my Cham- 
ber to put off her arms, and return'd thither within 
a while after in her Womans apparel, in which I 
thought ner ſo lovely and ſo well thap'd, that I gave 
her the advantage above all thoſe of our Country. I 
renewed my endcearments at that ſecond fight, and 
begg'd of her not to leave us, in tearms which the ac- 
counted very obliging. O Gods ! when Iremem- 
ber the proteſtations ſhe made to me of an eternal 
fidelity, and the oaths wherewith ſhe accompanied 
thoſe proteltations, I cannot ſuihiciently admire the 
patience of the Gods, that ſuffer ſuch perjured ſouls, 
without darting their loudeſt thunderbolts againſt 
them ? Aﬀeer | had given her all the proofs ſhe could 
defire of the friendſhip ſhe ſued for from me, I pray'd 
her to tell me who ſhe was, and what fortune, had 
brouzht her into our Countries. This new Ama- 
zone having bethouught her ſelf a while what to ſay, 
ſpoke tome at laſt on this manner. | 

« Although you ſee me now in the exerciſe of arms, 
©] have not been bred upin it, and that little valcur 
© the Queen your Mother exalted with more atfecti- 
© on than juſtice, is rather an effect of my misfor- 
© tunes, than of my ntture: J] am the daughter of 
©the deceaſed Prince of the Mafſavcres, and Niece 
© to the King of Scythia, to whom our Province is 
©Tributrary -- Death having deprived: me of my 
@ Father in my very infancy, I was bred upin the 
* Court of Scy:hia, withthe Princeſle Ferenice, and 
*my Brother Qronres, with Prince Oroondates his 
*Couſen; I ſpent ſome years in that Covrt -with 


- ©pleafure enough, but the War between the Scy:h1- 


© ns and Perſtans, breaking out atrcfn, Prince O- 
© rontes my Brother, march'*d along with the Prince 
©of Scythia, and ſcarce had he begun to ſhew ſome 
© proofs of his valour in ſo early a youth, when by 
© the fall ofa Bridge he was-drowned in the Aras, 
"and all the fair hopes he had given, were rote; 
A With 
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© with him in the waves of that River. I will not 
©trouble you with the Diſcourſe of my ſorrow for 
© that dear Brother, *tis enough if | tell you, that his 
© death making me Heireſſe of the Province of the 
© Maſſagetes, moved divers Princes to cait their cies 
© upon me, Thad a natural averſion to men; but it 
© was viſibly augmented by the ofter the King made 
© me of one of his Favourites, whoſe birth was ob- 
© ſcure, and his perſon unhandſome. I received the 
© firſt overtare of it as a mortal injury, but the King 
© whodeſired with my fortune to recompence the ſer- 
< vices that man had done him, was not at all repul- 
© ſed by my denyal, but uſing his &uthority on the 
©behalf of that unworthy Favourite, commanded 
© me abſolutely, to reſolve to marry him. The 
© forcing of me, redoubled my hatred, and I ſhould 
© infallibly have rather choſen my grave, than his 
© alliance, whom I beheld as no other than a deadly 
enemy, and a Monſter appointed to devour me. | 
© need not tell you how many tears 1 ſhed, how of- 
©ten I caft my ſelf at the Kings feet, and how many 
© imprecations I uttered againſt his tyranny ; the re- 
© cital of theſe would be as uſcleſſe, as they them- 
© ſelves were unprofitable. In ſhort, I ſaw my ſelf 
© reduced to the cruel neceſſity of marrying a man, 
© againſt whom | had a mortal averſion ; but having 
'©begg'd affiitance from the Gods, and call'd for 
© help from my own courage, 1 reſolv'd by flight to 
©avoid the miſery that threatned me; and knowing 
©my ſelf to be of a reaſonable ſtrong conſtitution, 
©] diſcovered my ſecret tono body, but one of my 
© women, in whom | had a perfect confidence, and 
<by whoſe meansI procured a ſuitof mans Apparel, 
©fo getting away with her, the night before that 
© day which was appointed for my fatal Wedding, 
© I left 7/edon, without any other deſign than that of 
*flying to the worlds end, but I would avoid the 
© misfortune intended me. 
1 went out of the Kingaom with a great deal of 
trouble, and incommcdity, but by little and little 1 
became inured to the toilſomneſs of travel; and find- 
ing my ſelf ſtrong enough to bear arms, the general un- 
dignation 1had againſt men, made me reſolve to do 
my uttermoſt againſt them, and to conquer the weak- 
neſs of my nature, to follow the incitements of my 
hatred, My knowledge that you were their um- 
placable enemies, made me take my Fourney this 
way, and to abridge an unneceſſary relation, af- 
ter the weariſomneſs of a long voyage, 1 arriv- 
ed at the Army of the Queen your Mother. The 
AAaid that came away with me from Iſſedon, 
Forſook me not, and except her company, -1 
was left quite alone, without ſupport, or acquain- 
tance, if the Queen bad not charitably received 
me, and if the Gods had not increaſed my Forces, 
to make me do that great Princeſſe ſome conſider- 
able ſervice, | 
In theſe tearms Orithia recounted her adventures 
ſuccinctly to me, and the knowledge of her quality 
obligins me to look upon her with more reſpect 
than before, I began to uſe her as if ſhe had been 
my ſiſter ; I confirm'd the aſſurances the Queen 
had given her of our protection, and offered her our 
aſſiſtance for the recovery of her inheritance, and 
to take ſatisfaftion for the violence that had been 
uſed to her. She thanked me for my offers with 
very civil and paſſionate expreſſions, and proteſted 
to me that her higheſt ambition, was to ſpend the 
remainder of her life with me, 7 prefer that advax- 
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tage (ſaid ſhe) before the Province of the Maſſagetes 
nay, before all Scythia ; and if wy Princeſſe af 
dain not my ſervices and affetrons, I mill never par 
from her, but to be carried to my grave. 

I anſwered theſe words no otherwiſe than wig 
a thouſand kiſſes, which I gave her with a prey 
deal of innocence and affection, and having teſjj. 
fied that her company ſhould alwayes be mot dey 
to me, I obſerved more joy in her countenance, thi 
the condition of her fortune ſeem'd in reaſon to per- 
mit : From that day I liv'd exceeding freely, any 
familiarly with her ; ſhe was lodg'd in Chamber 
near to mine, and the Queen preſently ſettled her; 
Family, and furniſh'd her with all ſervants neceſ. 
ry. I ſaw herevery day, and though at firſt ſhe 
expreſs'd her ſelf with ſome difficulty in our Langy. 
age, ſhe hadquickly learn'd it, and ſpoke divers 
others ſo fluently, and gracefully, that her cone. 
ſation was wondrouſly delightful : We were 4. 
wayes together at one exerciſe or other, and ſeein 
her far more expert thanit was probable ſhe ſhould 
be, for the little time ſhe had practiſed them, Tre. 
ceiv'd in{tructions from her, and admiring what nz 
ture had wrought in her in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 1 form 
my ſelf by her example, in a profeſſion I had eyer 
uſed. 


ſhe knew, ſhe taught me the Geek, the Perſrar, 


and ſome others, which ſhe ſpoke very pleafingly, 3 
and did it with ſo much mildneſs, took ſo much care 
to frame my mind and manners, and in all her a& 


ons teltified ſo firm a friendſhip to me, and ſo pre 
found a reſpect, that ſhe won my heart infinitely, 
and tied me to her with ſuch an affection, as yet] 
had not born to any body but the Queen my Me- 
ther ; Within doors, abroad a hunting, and in all 
our ordinary paſs-times, we were inſeparable, 
and if ſometimes I had been but a while without ſee- 
ing her, I ranto her with open armes, and gave her 
kiſles which ſhe receiv'd with inconceivable joy, and 
delight. If it had not been avoided by her ſelf, we 
had lien together, I often propoſed it to her, but 
her not accepting, hindred me from preſſing it 
farther. I declared to her the averſion 1 had againſt 
divers of our cultomes, and my reſolution rather to 
let the Crown fall to another Family, than to giveit 
an Inheritrix by thoſe ſhameful wayes our for- 
mer Queens had taken, Or:irhia approved that 
modeſt intention and confirm'd me init, by reaſons 
which made me yet more in love with her ver- 
tue. | 

In the mean time, when we were hunting toge 
ther, if ſhe ſaw me obſtinate in the purſuit ofany 
dangerous beaſt, ſhe would with-hold me gently,and 
when the beaſt being preſs'd home, turn'd to a bay 
againſt us, ſhe would caſt her ſelf before me, and 
cxpoling her ſelf to the danger of my ſecurity, 
made me viſibly find my life was without compart- 
ſonfearer to her than her own, All theſe actions, 
together with the grace wherewith ſhe accompanied 
them, and her charming converſation, abſolutely 
Maſter'd all my afftetions, and made me even foo- 
liſhly fond ofher. She liv'd on this manner a whole 


year amongſt us, giving me no proofs of her love, 
| but ſuch as were very innocent, 

In this interim our neighbours made many incur- 
ſions into our Territories, and we entred often into 
' theirs, and in all thoſe occaſions Orirhia ſhewed fo 


many proofs of an admirable valour, and of pru- 
; ence 


I wasalfo defirous to learn ſome of thoſe Tongues F 
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me, and theltring me with her body, and her Tar- 
{£2 gavedeath to all that. came near her, and hav-. 
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dence infinitely beyond her age, that the Queen | 
my Mother gave her molt important co:-nmands in 
her Armies, and undertook no Expedition of any 
moment, without her advice. I about that tme be- 
anto go into the wars, and defiring to paſſe my 
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Ap rentiſhip with 0Or:1hia, | never {tirr'd trom her 
pet ſhe was often troubled at it, and her care of my 
ſafety hindred her from running on into d.ngers, as 
ſhedid when ſhe had no other lite to look to bur her 
own; ſhe perpetually blamed the ardour that carrt- 
ed me into the thickeit of our enemies, and though 
her commands often call d her otherwhere,ſhe would 
not move a foot from mc.and when ſhe ſaw the point 
ofany Sword or Javelin turn'd againit me, the oppo- 
ſed the paſſage of it, and neglected all the blows that 
were made at her, to break tt.oſe that might have 
wounded me. 

Alas! dear and faithleſſe Orirhia; how welcome 
to me were thoſe firft rettimonies of thy affection, 
and how ſweet is the remembrance of them {till unto 
my memory ! Certain it is, thou forgotte!t nothing 
that could be done to make thy felt be loved, and 
thatthou livedit only for Tha/eſt; ;s, neither was ſhe. 
ungrateful to thoſe proofs of thy atiection, but gave 
her ſelf ſo abſolutely to thee, that Cr1h1i2 as ſhe 
was Or:1/14a, could not defire any thing ſhe pol- 
ſeſs'd not entizcly. We had beſieged 7hryac, a 
City in Ci/icia, upon our Enemies Frontiers, and 
our Rams had made a reaſonable breach ; Orirhia 
atthe head of {1x thouſand Amazons, prepared t9 
aifault it ; I would needs fight by her ſide, and not- 
withitanding ail acer prayers to diſlwade me from it, 
| was ſo obitinate in my reſolution, that ſhe was con- 
{traind to ſuffer my company. She march'd through 
the midit of our Enemies Darts and Swords, with 
ſuch a fierceneile as froze the hearts of the T 70jars, 
when Afincrva ſhook their Walls, and with her 
dreadful Gorgoz, carried terror, and death into their 
City. 

She went undauntedly up thoſe ruines defended 
by valiant men, and deſpiling a cloud of Arrows, 
and Stones that came pouring upon her ; ſhe cover- 
ed me with her ſhie!'d, and encouraging our women 
by her glorious example, in ſpight of the reſiance 
ofour Enemies, got to the top ofthe breach. We 
fought already at handy blowes, and I may ſay with- 
out vanity, that [ had aiready ſlain ſome, and given 
proofs of valour conſiderable enouzh in one of my 


| aftection and that of our other women. 


age, when I was ſtunned either withthe ſtroke of a 
club, or with ſome tone, and fell down at Or:rhia's 
feet without ſenſe or motion, and certainly it was my 
great good fortnne, to fall ſo near her, ſince that 
without her afſiltance my death had been inevita 
ble. Never was Tygrefſe when robb'd ofher young, 
{ furiouſly ſenſible of her loſſe, as Orithia was 


whom I heard it ſince ; ſhe flew with a great cry, up- | 


obſerv'd to be by them that were near her, from | 
| 


on ſome of the Enemies, who went to make an end of 


ngmade a Rampart of dead bodies, which left her 
ice room enough, ſhe took me up in her arms, and 
turning towards Aenelippa; one of our women who 
commanded with her ; Aenalippa, (ſaid ſhe ) the 


mither fiebr, nor live, unleſſe the Princeſſe be in 
ſafety, | 
Attheſe words continuing to make way with her 


Sword, ſhecame down with her burthen, through 
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the paſſage ſhe had open'd her ſelf before, and car- 
ried me out of the Fight with ſuch impatiency, and 
ſenſe of ſorrow, as ſhe afterwards expreſs'd to me; 


and as only ſhe was able to repreſent. As ſoon as 
ſhe had taken off my Eask, the freſh air I took, re- 
itored me to my ſelf, and Orith;a ſeeing me open my 
eyes, was likethen to have died with joy, as before 
ſhe was with gricf.. I obſerv'd the mixture of joy and 
fear in her countenance z and defiring to afſure her, 
Tis nothing (ſaid 1) my dear Or:thia, 1 was only 
fell'd, and I need nothing but a little reſt, Her face 
grew fettled at the hearing cf theſe words; but not 
being too confident of them, ſhe look'd upon my 
Head, where ſhe found no wound at all, by reaſon 
of the goodneſſe of my Head-piece which had de- 
tended ime ; and that fight compleating her joy, ſhe 
took me in her arms, and carried me on into my 
Tent, where ſhe laid me upon my bed ; but all the 
way her face was firmly ceme nted to mine, and I 
receiv'd kifles from her, which might have made 
me know the difference there was .between her 
The Queen 
who with a.good part of the Army, had continued 
in Arms within the Camp to give Orders, and who 
had in vain, endeavoured to keep me with her, no 
ſooner heard the news, but ſhe came running fright- 
ed to me ; but finding me reaſonable weil, and know- 
ing ſhe was obliged only to C7:thia for my ſafety, ſhe 
made ſuch dear expreſſions to her, as itis impoſhble 
for me to repeat ; but that valiant Amazone no 
ſooner had ſeen me in a place of ſecuriry, and learn- 
cd from our Chirurgions that there was no danger 
of me, but forcing her affection, ſhe left me, and 
went buck to the afſaule, from which no other 
conlideration but mine could have been able to draw 
her. 

Her preſence there was very neceflary, and the 
Enemies, who by her abſence had recovered heart, 
loſt itagain at her return, and made buta vain refiſt- 
ance again{t her valour, and the new Orders ſhe 
gave, But as her return was fatall to them, ſolike- 
wiſe was it very profitable to them, and her mercy 
ſaved divers of them from the fury of our Women, 
who would have put all to the Sword without excep- 
tion. Cr:thia oppoſed their intention fucceſſetully, 
and the credit ſhe had already gained among them, 
made them ſlacken ſomething of their ordinary cruel- 
ty. When ſhe had ſetthe Town in ſome Order, and 
had left Aenalippa to command there , ſhe came 


; back to us, and found me almoſt recovered of my 


| 


blow; yet was it incommodious to:me for a few 
dayes, and during the {tay we made at that City, 
which the Queen entred the next morning, Ikept my 
bed continually, | 

I will not entertain you with the relation of that 
Warre; as long asit laſted I received proofes of 
this nature, ſrom Orichia's affection ; but it being 
ended by an advantagious peace, we entred again 1n- 
to our own Territories, and took our way towards 
the Capitall City, which as the Province, bears the 
name of 7 hemiſcira. 

It was about that time Alexander Invaded A4fra, 
and as an impetuous Torrent, over ran all thoſe Pro- 
vinces; the greater part whereof ſubmitted to him 
without drawing Sword. Our Neighbours of Cap- 
padecia, and Cilicia, yielded without refiſtance, and 
vo'untarily vnderwent that yoak which heimpoſed 
upon all the Farth. A/exaxder us'd them favour- 
ably, and continued to them their former han . 

anc 
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and their ancient Priviledges. | 

The Queen my Mother knowing her ſelf two weak 
to reſiſt ſo Potent an Enemy, meant to try gentle 
ways, and ſent 1enalippa, and Clyremneitra to him, 
to repreſent, that his generoſity obliged him to leave 
us in our former Liberties, and not to imploy thoſe 
victorious arms which had conquered all 4ſia, a- 
eain{t feeble Women, Alexander receiv'd our Am- 
baſſadors with much civility, and having told them 
that he had no intention to trouble our quietneſle, 
nor our Laws, he turned his Forces another way, 
and entred not into our Countrey. The Queen was 
extreamly glad ſhe had diverted that Storm, and ſhe 
had taken that courſe by O7:thia's advice, who had 
acquired ſuch a reputation amongſt our Women, 
that every body conſidered heras an extraordinary 
perſon, and by the ſweetneſſe of her manners, and 
converſation, ſhe had ſo gained the hearts of the 
whole Court, that ſhe was both rhe delight and ad- 
. miration of it. 

She had been near upon two years amongſt us, 
when from her natural livelineſſe, the fell into a deep 
melancholy. She did all ſhe poſſibly could to diſguiſe 


it, but it was quickly to be perceived in her counte- | 


nance, which was ſo viſibly altered, that 'twas no 
longer in her power to diſſemble it ; the affection I 
bore her made me one of the tirit that took notice of 
it, and having often vainly attempted to learn the 
cauſe, I did all that poſſibly I could to divert her from 
that ſadneſſe. I made meetings of our gallanteſt Ta- 
dies, whoſe company might have been capable to 
charm part of her diſcontents, I made hunting 

' Matches, and Journies of pleaſure upon the 17, 
( which is one of the moſt delightful Rivers in the 
world, and which waſhes the Foundations of our 
Walls) races, and combates on Horſeback for exer- 
ciſe and for diverſion ; but her melancholy was not 
at all abated by them, and Iclearly found, that only 
her affection to me, madeher comply with us in thoſe 
our paſs-times. 

We were together one day in the Gardens of the 
Palace, accompanied with ſome of our Maids, who 
out of reſpec, keptat a diſtance from us ; our con- 
verſation was for a while about indifferent matters, 
and our Diſcourſe being at laſt fallen upon her me- 
lancholy : © Orithia, ( /az4 7 ) it is impoſſible I ſhould 
< longer diſſemble the cauſe I have to take a thing ill 
© from you ; if you loved meſo well as I do you, I 
© know you would not conceale from me the cauſe 
« of your diſcontents, and if I dare ſay more, among(t 
© us you would not be ſenſible of any. This ſadneſſe 
< in our company, viſibly demonſtrates, an abate- 
© ment in your aftection, nor have you ſo much cauſe 
©to love Your own friends, but that among perſons 
£ who love you ſo dearly, you might finde where- 
£ withall to comfort your ſelf in their abſence. If it 
© be the loſſe of your Eftate that aflicts you, you 
© know you arc Miltreſle of ours, and that Iſhall ne- 


© ver bemore joycd than when ſhall be able to ſhare . 


* with you. 

Orithia after a deep ſigh, fixt her eyes upon my 
face, and ſtriving to retain ſome tears, which would 
have burſt forth with violence, ſhe replyed : © You 
© are too generous, my fair, and my too dear Prin- 
© ceſle, to make ſoilla judgement of my thoughts, 
© 2nd to ſuſpect me ofa baſenefſe unworthy of your 
< affection. Itake the Gods ance more to witneſle, 
©that it is without compariſon more dear to me, and 
© ore conſiderable than all the Empires of the Earth, 
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© and that for it I would forſake my neareſt kindryy 
© my Country, and that'life it ſelf, which 1 have " 
* entirely to you. After this proteſtation exen 
© mefrom taking new Oaths to aſſure you, that it 
* neither the abſence of my friends, nor the loſſe g 
© my fortune, that troubles the ſweetueſſe of the t, 
© treat, which I have found under your proteQiq 
©my ſadneſſe hath more lawtfull, and more glorioy 
© cauſes, and to make a naked confeſſion to you j 
© know 1t proceeds only from my love to you, | 
* love you, my fair Princeſſe, with an exceſle yy. 
©thy of you, and my affection is accompanied yi 
thoſe tranſports and diſquiets, which uſually fel; 
way all joy, and diſturb repoſe. 1 die whenlm 
* from you, and I conſume when I am with you: | 
<think you love me too much, and yet I think yy 
© love me not enough ; and my ſoul in theſe continy 
© all troubles, hath loſt all its tranquility. 
Orithia had ſaid more, but that I interrupted he 


caſting my arm about her neck, and embracing he 
ſtrictly a good while. 


** eftects in me, and I finde fo great a contentmen 
*1n loving yo., and being loved by you, that if you 
<« fadneſſe did not afflict me , our affection woull 
** cauſe no:hingin mee but joy. 

© Alas! ( reply&d 0rihia) how different are or 
* fortunes! Kndw>=Madam, that 'tis not my preſent 
* ſuflering that ' occaſions all my ſorrow, but ny 
< fore-ſight of the future that plunges me into ths 
* deadly melancholy. You love me now, and more 
©than I deſerve; nay even as much as I could wiſh; 
* butalas : this attection, which gives me an imper 
* fect happineſs, frees me not from my feares, anl 
© will without doubt forſake me, when I ſhall ſtand 
© greatelt need of it ; you will ceaſe to love me 
* when my aftcion ſhall be truely known to you; 
© and I ſhall ceaſe to live, when you ſhall ceaſe to 
love me. 

She made an end of theſe words with much ac 
and fixing her eyes upon the ground with ſome kind 
of fear and confuſion, remain'd along time in thit 
poſture, without looking upon me. But being de 
firous to draw her outofa diſtruſt which grieved me; 
«& My dear Or:thia ( ſaid 1) I cannot gueſle at the 
« cauſe of your ſuſpicions, nor do I know what 
* proofs you have of my inconſtancy, that you 
< ſhould apprehend ſuch ſtrange effects of it, T love 
<« you really as my ſelf, and if it be in my friendſhip 
« that you eltabliſh your happineſs, live in aflur 
« ance that you ſhall be ever happy ; fince I protelt 
*to you by the Majeſty of the Gods that hears, 
« the affection which Thaleſtris bears you ſhall neve! 
«end but with her life. 


courſe, yet not ſo much, but that I found ſhe was 
not quite cured of her apprehenſions : I was prepat- 
ing my ſelf to drive them away by new afſurances) 


whenthe Queen my mother came into the Ho 
| a 


Orithias Countenance clear'd up a little at this di 


with my kind indearments, and though | fou! : 
ſomething that was very odd in her Diſcourſe, j« 
was it ſo obliging to me, that I could not forbex 


She repaid my kifles with more fear and reſerve & 
neſſe than ſhe was wont to ; and getting looſe fit 
trom my embraces ; © Dear Grithia, ( ſauid1)i 
&« what you tell me were a truth, 1 ſhould be x 
© melancholy as you ſince I may proteſt truly to yu 
«that my afizCtion yields not at all to yours, and - 
« that the Queen my Mother is not more dear to me © 
«* than your ſelf, and yet it produceth quite contrary E* 
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an] broke of our converſation. We had afrer- 
wards, divers times, the ſame talk, . or little dit- 
ferent, and by a thouſand teitimonies of my friznd- 
ſhip, 1 endeavoured to take away thoſe jult cil- 
quiets that tormented her., T he promiſes [ made 
io'love her eternally, wrought ſome effect indeed, 
and often rais'd her out of that deep ſadneſs in 
which ſhe had ſecm'd buried, but there {til] re- 
main'd ſome trouble in her mind , whereof [ 
could not deny the cauſe ; ſhe received my kind- 
nefſes with more fear and reſpect than formerly, 
and no longer gave her ſelf rhofe liberties the 
was wont to take. Sometimes when I embraced 
her.. and with kiſſes conjured her to be merry for 


my ſake; © Ah! Madam ( would ſhe ſay) 1. 


«am unworthy of your cares, and of your fa- 
« yours ; let this culpable Orithis die, who 
© betrayes you, and abuſes your goodneſs, and 
cc your. innocence 3; I .rob you of favours I 
« have not deſerv'd ; and I ought to give 
& account for them, as for a their, which I 
« ynworthily am guilty of, to the faireſt, and 
« het Princeſs in the world, I underitood no- 
thing of ail theſe words, an4 I fear'd often, when 
I heard her ſpeak them, that her melancho'y be- 
o1n to ditract her. This belief cauſed in me a 
Tory ſenſible afliction, and made me take re- 
very 1eI9 b.- a 
courſe to all the inveniions that might divert, 
or prevent the misfortune 1 apprehended, The 
Queen, to whom ſhe was very dea-, as ſhe 
ought to be, 1 conſideration of her good quali- 
ties, and of the ſervices ſhe had done her, was 
extreamly concerned in ner trouble, and every 
day offer'd her what'oever ſhe was able to con- 
tribute to her contentment. The chief of our 
Ladics, whoſe hearts ſhe had wonderfuily gain'd, 
firove in emulation of each other _to- chear her 
up; but all their cares were to no purpoſe, and 
| all of them having in vain attempted it, at laſt 
the fatal hour came wherein I was to be unde- 
ccived, | 

Near to the gardens of our Palace there is 
an excceding high wood, one of the faireit in 
| all Cappadocia, which ſeparating it ſelf to the 
very bank of the River 17:5, is one of the mot 
pleaſant places to walk in, that 4ſia affords ; 
there are a great number of fair, ſpacious al- 
leys, and in little by turnings where one may 
inſenſibly loſe ones ſeff, are private arbours, 
with ſeats of grcen-turfe, and little bankes of the 
ſame,where one maylie down ſheltred from the heat 
of the ſun, and not be interrupted in their retired 
thoughts, 

I was one day in this wood with my maids, and 
having walked a while upon the ban} of the river, 
| went afide with Hippolir.z, the dearclt of them all, 
an the very ſame you ſce now here withme. I en- 
tred by chance into one of thoſe pathes, that led to 
the ſecret arbour, and having followed it a while, 
when | was near one of them I heard a voice inter- 
rupted ,with fighes and ſobs, and drawing a little 
nearer, I diſcern'd it to be Or:th:a's,who thinking her 


ſelf not overheard by any body in ſuch a private | 


Place, complained ia a very pitifullmanner. I was 
glad of that encounter, and believing | ſhould there- 
by learn the true cauſe of her affliction,l forbad #p- 
polita to come any further, not being willing ſhe 
ſhoul1 hear the ſecrcts of that dear friend,though 


| 


| 


_ toward the entrance of the arbour ; and not being 


i 
; 


1 
1 


' upon the ground; remain'd a long time ina potture 
that teilified her ſurpriſe, and her irref9Jution._ At 


had never concealed my owa from her, "When 1 


was alone, I went forward gently, and without-m#- 
king any noiſe till I came cloſe to the arbour, . and 
peeping through the boughs that grew about it, I 
ſaw my dear Or:th: laid along upon one of thoſe 
green bankes, holding a hankerchief to her eyes, 
wherewith ſhe wiped away the tears that fell in great 
abundance. = 
This object touched me deeply with compaſſion, 
but much more,when aftcr having continued ,a while 
fileat.ſh2 began to ſpeak again in theſe termes, . Why 
doeſt thou deferre any longer, miſeravie wretch? and 
wh. doeſfi theu hope for yer from heaven, but. that \ 
death for which thy mind ought already to be prepa- 
red *oſe that life reaily,which thou yet haſ# only loſt i 
the opinion of the world, and be no longer obſtunate to 
ftreve againſt thy defitny ; thou mayeſt yet die wuh the 
friendſn:p of her thou loveſt, and if thou defer thy 
death ml aficr the rvwowledge of thy deceits, thou wilt 
certainly ate with ner anger, awndher hatred ; and in- 
ſtead of the tears, wnich the now would give unto thy 
gravethou wilt carry nuthing with thee thither but her 
[FPFECANLONS, 
While O-:thia ſpoke theſe words, her back was 


able tomark her actions well cnovgh, in the place 
where | was, I ttole inſenſibly to the door, where in 
the po{ture ſhe then lay, ſhe could not diſcover me. 
There | obſerv'd her more hecedfully, and after ma- 
ny ſighs heard her go on thus, Vas zt neceſſary, 
O Geas was it uiceſſary, you ſhould raiſe ſo many 
11,0 ſjibiwit ics againſt my happineſs,and that you ſhould 
oppeſe the Lawes and p.wers of a whole /Monaichy 
againſt the preſcruatien of my life ? for in ſhort, what 
can l exp what vain bope ſeever I flatter my elf 
w:ithail * That which I love 15100 pure,aud too perfett,, 
to make uſe, to iny advantage, of the immodeſi cu- 
ftomes of her connry © and beſtdes,l love her too wells 
to jeek, my forture by theſe wayes ; ard ſhe 1 love, 
loves her ſe f too well, to overturn for my ſake, rhe 
conſtitutions of a Menarchy, which has ſubſiſted fo 
nany years, and i forſake a ſcrpter, for an unknown, 
ard acecefuli Ornhia ; Die thengmiſcrable wretch, 
cieand wake Thaleitris ſee that thou en-braceſt death 
rather tnan ive occaſions of offending ber any mere ; 
thy bloud ſhall waſh away part of the crimes thou haſt 
committed againſt her, and ſhe without denbt will par- 
don them, when ſhe ren.embers thou dicdſt to give her 
reparation, 

[ naderſtood almoſt nothing by theſe words, 
tzough they put me 1ato {trange ſuſpitions; and yet 
I was ſo troubled at them, that contrary to my reſo- 
lution, Icofild not forbear making a little noiſe. 1 
know not whether it were that, which withdrew 
O-ihia from that dialoguc with her thoughts, but 
ſhe turn'd about, and cajting her eyes toward the E 
door, diſcovered me. 1 am not able to repreſent - $7 
her confuſion to you; being got up, ſhe-began to © + $24 
look upon me, and obſerving in my countenance as 'Y 
much amazement as appear'd in hers, ſhe believ'd 
] had heard all that ſhe had ſaid before 1 came, and 
that ſhe had infallibly diſcovered her ſelf. This be- 
lief made her grow pale, and tremble from head to 
foot, with aCtions of a perſon quite beſide her ſelf ; 
ſhe neither curſt look me in the face, nor ftir from 
the place wherc ſhe itood ; but keeping her eyes fait 


lait ſhe broke her filence, and unmoveablenefſe, and 
ca'ting her ſelf of a ſudden at my feet, recoubled* 
E. E my 
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my aſtoniſhment by that aCtion ; I was already ſet 
down npon one of the ſeats; and beholding her in 
that condition, I had neither ſtren;th to raiſe her up, 
nor courage to ask the cauſe of what I ſaw ; but ſhe 
drew me out of that perplexity, when without lift- 
ing up her cyes to me, Madam (ſaid ſhe) it bas 
pleas'd the Gods that my deceit ſhould be at laſt diſco- 
wvered, and my happineſs, though but an imper felt one, 
has in the end begot an envy tn them, This muſerable 
man, whom they ſaved fromthe waters, was to periſh 
by a more noble deſtiny ; and that death was too com- 
ron for a perſon whom they reſerved to ſuch extraur- 
dinary fortunes. I am an impoſtor, 1 am a Decci- 
ver, 1 have abuſed your gooaneſſe, with an impudence 
that deſerves no mercy ;, and I ſubmit wy ſelf to the 
rigor of thoſe Laws, which your ſex hath eſtabliſhcd 
againſt ours; you may take revenge upon the brother, 
for the ſiſters Treacheries, and puniſh the true O- 
rontes, for the crimes of the falſe Orithia, Tam 
that Prince, equally happy and unfortunate, ſaved 
from ſhipwrack, to end his life more gloriouſly at 
your feet, and too proud of his fate, ſince he revi- 
ved from an ordinary death, only that he may die fer 
love, and that of the faireſt and moſt lovely Princeſs 
enthe world. I implore not your goodneſſe bere, to 
obtain a pardon which I have zot deſerved; the Gods 
are my witneſſes, that I no longer love a life which 
begins to diifleaſe you ;, and I proteſt alſo befcre th:m, 
that I will not abate any thing of wy affeition to you, 
though you pronounce the ſentence of death ag5inſt we, 
This lovely Impoltor ſaid many other words, but] 

ave no car to them, and was ſo ſeiz'd with that un- 
Pok'd for declaration, that I had ſcarceany ſenſe or 
knowledge remaining. 


Inſtantly all my thoughts ran toward revenge, 


and my reſentment laid the cheat that had been put 
upon me; before my eyes in ſo lively colours, that 
I could not but break forth with violence : All the 
favours he had ſtoln from me, all the familiaries I 
had innocently granted him, came thronging into my 
memory, and making a mixture of ſhame and an- 
ger, kindled in my face a colour like fire, andin my 
mind adeadly wrath ; yes, wrath, ſhame, and de. 
ſpite,joyn'd all together to tranſport me to the ruine 
of that deceiver ; and made me believe I ought to 
expoſe him to the rigor of our Laws, and with his 
blood waſh off the injury he had done unto mine in- 
NOCence. 
In theſe firſt motions, after having look*d upon 
him with a threatning eye, © Traytor, (ſaidI) thou 
© (halt die; and fince thy Treachery is without ex- 
© ample, thy death ſhall ſerve for an example, to all 
< thoſe of thy ſex, who ſhall attempt to put that Ty- 
© rannical yoak again upon ours, which we ſo nobly 
have ſhaken off, Hope for no mercy from her 
thou haſt ſo unworthily offended; and fince thou 
© haſt baſely abuſed that innocent affection I bore to 
© thee,die for the reparation of a crime, which all thy 
© blood cannot waſh away. | 
The feigned Orithia, while I ſpoke theſe words, 
continued {till upon her knees ; and as ſoon as I had 
ended them + Yes, Madam, ( replyed ſhe,with an 
aſſured voice) 7 will dye, and [value that death a- 
bove the Empire of the Amazons. *T1s no ſmall re- 
compence to Orontes, for the ſervices he hath done 
you, the have to honour to dye for you; and] pro 
| reſt ro you by thoſe fair eyes, which will light me to 
my grave, I dye ſattsfied;, ſince for the reparation 
of the offence I bave committed, 1 give you a life 
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that never was but yours. Onely, Madan, if th 


remembrauce of that affeition, which you jubtly g. 


cuſe me for having uworthily abuſed,be not Criming 
in your mind,1 conjure you by the blood I am Yoing i 
ſhed, to receive it for the expiration of my guilt, 
not to preſerve any hatred(after my death)to him yj, 
hath indeed offended the Princeſſe Thaleſtris, but y 
ſo who to ſatisfie her, dies for the Princeſs Thy 
leltris. 

W hile he ſpoke on this manner, I made ſomes, 
flection upon the ſervices he had done me, and yy. 
on the proofs which with ſo much hazard he hads;. 
ven me of a moſt pure, and perfect affection : If. 
conſideration mollified me a little, and the conſtan 
of his laſt words,added to the grace wherewith hee. 
companied them, made me flacken ſomething ofthe 
ſtrictneſs of my firſt motions which had deſtined hin 
to death, and made me believe I could not withoy 
ingratitude, an1 inhumanity, ſacrifice a life whig 
he had ſo veluntarily given me, and which he oft 
had ſet at nought for the preſervation of mine. 


Part,ll, 


In theſe laſt thoughts I caſt mine eyes again ypy ; 
him, and forcing back ſome ſighs, which hindr 
the courſe of my words, 7 wil not rake thy lif, 


(faid I) I give it to theſe ſervices I bave receaved frm - 


thee, and Tleave it tothe remorſe of thy own conſe; 
ence, which ſhall revenge me for the offence thou hu 


commuted, Live to repent thy crime, but lweſsfu Þ 
from hence, that I may never ſee thee upon our Teri. &: 


tories 20467, 


Having ſaid thus, I roſe from the place where! 
was fate, and went out of the Arbour fo troubled, E 
that I knew not what to do with my ſelf. 1 tookn 
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heed what became of Oronres, and going back ts 
the place where I had left ZZippolira, it was notloos 
before I found her again : She preſently obſervdu | 


alteration in my countenance, 'and having askedne 


the cauſe; 4h ; Hippolita, ( ſaid I ) war #ray: 


news have I to tell thee; but ſtay till. we be tnm 
Chamber; 1 amaow ſo beſide my ſelf that I anni 
able to tell t thee, 

This Wench was very diſcreet, and had ſoper 


fe a confidence in her, that | was wont to diſcove 


my moſt ſecret thoughts to her, and indeed thi 


which was befaln me was important enough to be 
concealed from every body elſe,and the life of Or 
tes was in too maniteit a danger,if he had bin known 
by our other Women. After that the reit of ny 
Maids were come to us again, I went back towar 
my Chamber, whither I was no ſooner come, but 
having commanded H:ppclita to bid every body 
withdraw, I re!ated my adventure to her. She was 
wonderfully ſurp:iſed at it,and bore the ſame parti 
that misfortune ſhe was wont to bear in all things that 
concerned me ; yet ſhe having naturally a great del 
of goodneſs, and the ſeigned Orithia having take 
much care to gain her friendſhip, ſhe deplored his 
diſaſter with words that begot ſome pity in my ſelh 


and took the liberty to accuſe me of ſome inhums WM 


nity. 

At firitI was angry with her, and with ſpecious 
reaſons juſtified my uſage of him ; but in the end 
coming to remember all the aCtions of that counter- 


feit Amazon, and repreſenting to my ſelf her grac* 


ful faſhion, and her excellent qualities, I wagegriid 
away to ſome compliance with #ippoleta's Diltourle, 
but I could not perſwade my ſelf to repent what| 
had done, yet did I at leaſt incline to ſome compalſ- 
on of that Prince his misfortunes, and to a great 6= 

0 
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of ſorrow for my own, which had conſtrained 'me 
to baniſha perſon forever, whoſe merit and former 
ſervices had wrought in me a {trong inclination, 
We ſpent the reſt of the day in that entertain- 
ment, and the night following I was toſſed with great 
difquicts ; this accident furniſhed matter cnough to 
cauſe them, and the day began to appear, before | 
had ever cloſed my cyes. When it was dinner 
time, the Queen asked for Or:thia, but ſhe came 
not, and her ſervants of whom they enquired after 
her, affirmed, that ſince the day before ſhe had not 
returned unto- her Lodging. That anſwer put the 
Queeninto ſome trouble, and having cauſed her to 


be ſought all the reſt of the day in vain, ſhe was 


extrcamly grieved, either for her departure, or for 


the accident that might have befallen her. 


Can it be poſſible, (aid ſhe) that our dear Orithia 


: ſhould bave left 129, without bidding us farewell ? But 


ought we not rather to fear ſome mufurtune ſeparates 
her from us, and deprives us of thermoſt amiable per- 
on inthe world ? 


Theſe words which the Queen ſpoke in my pre- 


7 ſence, began to touch my heart; and the Gods who 


deſtined me to many diſaſters, already gave me an 
unprofitable repentance. At night being retired in- 
to my Chamber, and ready to go to bed', H:p- 
polita delivered me a Letter , which Aſhe 
had receivdd from one of Orithia's Wo. 
men, whom of all about her ſhe truſted moſt; I 
judg'd in{tantly that it came from her, and would 


b 'not have taken it, but that I was perſecuted by Hip- 


polita, who was abſolutely reſolv'd I ſhould ſee the 
laſt marks of the affection of a perſon that had ſo per- 
ſefly lov'd me ; I was forced to yeild to her; and 
asſoonas I was in bed, I took it, and breaking it 0- 
pen, I read theſe words x 


The Guilty Orithia to the Di- 
vine 7 bhaleſtris. 


Madan, 


J apert as you have commanded me, and 
with your ſight, T forſake this Countrey, 


| from whence you have baniſhed me for ver : 


Tis not to avoid death, that T goe away, for 1 


 ſoould run boldly to demand it of the Qneen 
for the puniſhment of my crime, if I could 


bave dicd in that manner, without intereſ- 
fing you in my death; the cauſe of it would 
without queſtion have broken ſorth, and you 
would have received diſpleaſures by it, which 
would have affiifed me more ſenſibly than 
death it ſelf. T goe therefore to ſeek it far, 


| from hence, and to free the Farth from that 


ambitious Orithia, who by the greatneſs of 
her crizze, hath merited your indignation ; 
mor rould ſhe, however, have reſiſted that re- 
morſe to which you 'gave her over, and which 
would juſtly bave puniſhed her, for having 
tronbled the tranquillity of your ſoul. 1 beg 
of the Gods to reflore it you for ever, and to 
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| conſerve it as entire to you, as T have, and 
will unto my grave, that paſſuon which leads 
me thither, by its violence, by your will, 
and by the knowledge of my fault. Tn the 
mean time, moſt divine Princeſſe , if the 
prayers of one jo guilty may be receiv'd by 
you, ſuffer me yet once again to implore your 
pardon for the offence T have committed, and 
at the extreamity of my life, to conjure you, 
not to hate the memory of a perſon who hath 
offended you, onely in loving you, and who 
hath Iou'd yen, onely with the moſt pure, and 
perfet affeion, a heart is able to conceive. 
Grant me this favour with generoſity, as T 
give you my life with joy, and if the fault 
of the guilty Orithia come ſometimes into 
your mind,remember that if ſhe was too blame, 
twas rather through love, than malice 3 and 
that though ſhe was imprudent, though ſhe 
was preſurptuous, yet was ſh: ever faitkful, 
and dyed as ſhe had lived yours. 


I know not how to expreſs to you, Sir, with what 
motions my ſoul was touched, at the reading of this 
Letter, but certainly tendernefle and pity never pro- 
duced more ſudden, nor more powerful effects in an 
heart prepoſleſs'd with anger, 'and reſentment, than 
they did at that time in mine; Tlet the Letter fall 
upon my bed, and looking upon H:ppolita, without 
one word, I ſet forth my ſorrow by my ſilence, and 
by ſome tears, which I could not poſflibly retain. 
Then it was that Orithia repreſented her ſelf unto 
my eycs, in her moſt lovely ſhape; and if to baniſh 
thoſe thoughts that argued for her, I fancied her to 
my ſelf asthat preſumptuous Oronres, who had ma- 
liciouſly deceived me, and abuſed my favours, and 
my cafineſfſe ; ſhe would return within a moment in- 
to my memory, as that charming Or:thia, who had 
expoſed her ſelf unto ſuch manifeſt hazards, to ſee 
me, and to ſerve me, who in a ſtorm of blows had 
ſaved me from a death, which without her help had 
been inevitable; who by her valour had reſtored me 
the Queen my Mother ; who by a thouſand actions 
of that-nature, had heretofore won my heart with a 
moſt abſolute Empire, and for a concluſion,died for 
me, and died with a reſignation and a fidelity which 
the rigour of my uſage had not been able to 
ſhake. | 

O Gods / how ſenſible was this remembrance to 
me, and how nearly did that conſideration touch me! 
[ took up the Letter again, and reading every word 
of it over and over divers times, I ſuftere4 my felf 
to be inſenſibly carried away into a compatſion very 
little different from that which is called Love. All 
that Prince his good qualities, and all the proofs he 
had given me of his affection, appeared unto me 
then with ſo much advantage, that it was impcſhble 


for me to defend my ſelf both againſt the grief for 

his misfortune, and againſt the birth of that paſſion, 
for which I ſince have ſo much ſuffered. | 

In ſhort, Sir, if I lov'd him as Or:thia before, 

I began now to love him as Orontes, and could nei- 

ther find ftrength enough inthe conſideration of that | 
vertue I had propoſed unto. my ſelf, nor in that of 
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our Laws, to reſiſt the violence of my deſtiny. I 
ſpent the night in cruel agitations, and if I wentto 
ſhut my eyes, in hope that ſleep would give ſome re- 
ſpite ro my diſquiets, Orontes came preſently into 
my imagination, with that gracefulnefſe which ac- 
companied all his aCtions. ; 

It i not j«&# ( methought he ſaid ) Thaleſtris, 
that you ſhould enjoy a repoſe which you bave rob- 
bed me of for ever ; awake to think upon this nnfor- 
tunate man whom you bave ruined; remember that 
1 have forſaken my Countrey, my kinared, aid my 
life it ſelf to love you, that I have witneſſed my love, 
by proofs, which perhaps have no example, and that 
for all my reward you have baniſhed me from your 
ſight for ever; If you will be quit with me, and ca- 
pable of that ſleep you ſeek for, reſtore me the years, 
which with ſo much peril of wy life Thave ſpent in 
your ſervice; put your ſelf again in the condition 
you were in upon the breach of Phryne,and into ſo ma- 
ny other dangers, from which my valour alone hath 
delivered you; and in ſhort , if you can poſſible, 
make all that is paſt, never to have been, and you 
ſhallbe free from that remorſe to which I leave the 
care of revenging me, and with which 1 may more juſt- 
ly threaten you, than you can me. 

This Diſcourſe ſeemed to argue inceſſantly in mine 
ears ; and my grief making my fancy work cxceed- 
ing {trongly, 1 paſs'd from this' thought to a more 
diſmal one, and imagined Oroxtes either dead, or 
dying for me. 

Behold, Thaleſtris, ( ſaid he, in my mind ) be- 
bold the brave effelt of thy cruelty ; I could not live 
after the ſentence of death thou diaſt pronounce a- 
gainſt me, and my own hand hath freed me from thoſe 
miſeries to which thou tnhumanely hadjt condemned 
me. See the happy concluſion of a Love full of rec- 
ſpe and fidelity; and ſee the worthy recompence 
of the ſervices I have ſo zealouſly, and ſo diſcreeetly 
rendred thes. 


In theſe thoughts and entertainments I paſs'd the + 


whole night, and the next morning1 was ſo ill that I 
could not riſe all that day. I made no difhculty to 
truſt Z:ppolita with my diſquiets, and with the birth 
of my affeion. That diſcreet Wench endeavoured to 
comfort me,& to baniſh from my mind thoſe thoughts 
which fruitleſly afflicted me;She repreſented how un- 
profitable thoſe reflectigns were;and though ſhe took 
Orontes his part;her belief that the miſchief was then 
paſt remedy; made her uſe all attempts to put him 
out of my remembrance. The Queen my Mother 
came to ſeeme in bed, and being her ſelf deeply af- 
flicted for the departure, or loſſe of Or:thia,.ſhe 
thought it not ſtrange thatI was ſo ſenſibly griev- 
ed. | 
I ſpent many daysin ftriving with ny ſelf to ba- 
niſh that ſad remembrance out of my mind, and to 
that end, diverted my ſelf with company, hunting, 
exerciſes, and all the paſt-times, which formerly 
had been able to charm part of my diſcontents, but 
1 no longer found the ſame vertue in them ; and 
whereſoever I was, or whatſoever 1 did, the image 


of Orontes was ſtill before me, and by his reproaches | 


troubled the repoſe vainly ſought for. 


Sometimes when I was alone, or accompanied - 


only by H:ppolita, after having long ſtruggled with 
my diſquiets, < Ah! Orontes, ( would 1 cry.) not- 
© withſtanding all the cauſe thou haſt to accuſe me of 
©ingratitude, if my thoughts were known 'to thee, 
© thou would{t without doubt be ſatisfied, and thou 
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* Enever defiredſt more affection from me than Inoy 
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© have granted thee. Burt, alas ! how fruitleſs ; 
© both my affeQtion, and my repentance ! thoy yjy 
* never return into this Countrey, where thy ſeryicy 
© have been ſo il] requited, and perchance thoy w 
* no longer in a condition to be ſatisfied with eiths 
© of them. 

I never ended theſe kind of ſpeeches without ſons 
tears ; and that long War I made againſt my forroy 
and againit my remorſe, wrought a very great ale. 
ration in my humour, and in my countenance, ] 
will not detain you longer, Sir, in the tedious reg, 


tal of my diſquiets; I had ſpent many moneths ; 
this courſe of life, when my grief received a fit] 
ſurcharge; and I had not yet dryed up my tears forthe 


lofſe of Orichia, when the death of the Queenm 
Mother gave mea ſad occaſion to put them for 
afreſh, That good Princefſe who ſo dearly loy 


me, was takenaway inthe flower of her age, and; 
ſudden, violent Fever, robb'd me of her in th K 


ſpace of cight days. 


I will not trouble you with the particularities gf q 
her ſickneſs, which -had nothing remarkable, by 


will onely, tell you, that a few hours before heren, 


having ſent for me to her bedſide, and alledged fone : 


reaſons to comfort me for her lofſe, ſhe gave mein 


{iruCtions to rule by, and conjured me with the moſt 4 
ardent intreaties her affection could furniſh her with 
al in that laſt period of her life, never to permit tha 
our Laws ſhould be violated,and to periſh for the con 
ſervation of that liberty- which our predeceſſors hal 
obtained by their ſword,and which tili then we had i 
courageouſly defended. 1 anſwered her onely withay 


tears and ſighs ; and within a few moments after I had 


receiv'd her laſt embraces, I ſaw her ſhut her eyesfr | 
This remembrance interrupted the fair An 
zones diſcourſe, and cauſing her to ſhed tears, « 
bliged Oroendates to ſpeak fome words of conſolati- WM 
on to her, but within a while after ,being a littleſt- 


cver. 


led, ſhe went on with her ſtory on this manner. 

I make you judge, Sir, of the greatnefle of my 
affliction, and willnot ſpend time in painting it forth 
unto you, fince the greatneſs of my love to ſogodd 
a Mother, may give you ſome knowledge of it, | 
did all that the weakneſs of Women makes themule 
to do in ſuch like encounters; I wept, I tore my 
hair, and was for many dayes incapable of comfort; 
but in the end, my grief wore away, with time, 
reaſon, and the perſwaſions of my friends, whode 


fired me to leave off my lamentations, to take ſome 


care of governing my ſubjects. 

I was ſolemnly Crown'd, and receiv'd power®& 
ver that Scepter, ina ſeaſon when my youth and pal 
ſions made me incapable of any over my ſelf. Ibe- 
gan my Reign with tranquillity enough, and I was 
willing, according to Or:thia's counſels, to ſweets! 
the harſhneſs of our Laws a little, and take away 
from them that touch of ſavageneſs which they had, 
I forbad our Women to kill any of their male chil 
dren, and commanded them only to make them be 
carried _ among the Cappadocians, or other'0 
our Neighbours, and to change them for daughters, 
if they found any opportunity. ordained, that thoſe 
men who by Tempeits or any other accidents welt 
caſt uponour Territories, ſhould not be ill uſed, and 
that they ſhould only be me made to go forth of them 
again, without receiving any other injury. 

Laltered many other things in the ſeverity of out 


Cuſtomes, and put a milder face upon my Your 
men 
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ment than it was wont to have under the Reign of 
former Queens. Icaus'd our Towns and Sea-Ports 
to be fortified, our arms to be well kept, and our 
exerciſes to be continued with great afſiduity. Our 

Women became more aCtiveand more courageous 
than ever they had been ; and tinding in me ( as they 
faid )a ſtrength and vigour above my ſex, they grew 

Warlike by my example, and deveited themſelves 

of all their weakneſſes, to acquire a true valour and 

fortitude. The time 1 had to ſpare from theſe cin- 

ployments, Was ſpentin reading, or in otner excr- 

ciſes of the mind, and a g504 part of it was given to 

theremembrance of my dear Grerhia ; I repreſented 

her to my ſelf ſometimes as 0777h:4, ſometimes as 

Orontes, but always as a perſon infinitely lovely, and 

infinitely beloved of me. — 

«My dear Orithia, ( ſaid I ſometimes ) Why didt 
«thou appear unto mine eyes, but asa fl:iſhof Light- 
«ning, and why did the Gocs preſent thee unto the 
<nfortunate Thaleſtris, onely to take thee from her 
<{pht for ever ? But ( ſaid] again )cruelandimpru- 
«dent Thalefiris, why didit thou baniſh her thy ſelf, 
© whom now thou vainly bewaileit ? Or rather, why 
<doſt thou vainly bewail the want of that which thou 
chaſt lot only by thine own will ? 

[ diſcourſed often with H:ippolita upon that ſub- 
jet ; and bringing into our talk all the actions of that 
feigned Amazon, which were the moit capable to 
have made us diſcover her, we admired at our blind- 
neſſe, which had laited for ſo long a time, Ir is true 
that Or0:2t2s had lived with ſo great a modeity and fo 
oreat warineſs among{t us, that it was not eaſle to 
know him for a man ; and beſides, that deceipt was 
nothing ſo difficult amongſt us as among{t other Wo- 
men ; and though I have wondred to ſee ſuch{like 
diſguiſes in Hittory , as that of Achules among the 
daughters of Lycomedes, there was no ſuch cauſe of 
wonder amongſt us, in whom that Martial preſence 
and humour, ( which might have diſcovered the truth 
of his ſex, amongſt other women ) was as ordinarily 
found, as amongſt men. This was it that favoured 
the deceipt of Orontes, who in that fierceneſs which 
accompanied him in fisht, in his words, and in his 
actions, had nothing that was not common in our 
Women, The real affeQtion I then bore him was ſo 
ſettled in my heart, that if I had not yet retain'd 
ſome care of a reputation which contrary to our 
Laws and CuſtomesI was reſolv'd to keep inviolable, 
Tſhould have ſent Zppolita to ſeek him, with charge 
to bring him back to me, if ſhe-were ſo happy as to 
find himin Scyrh:a. Beſides this conſideration, I was 
withheld by the difficulties, or rather by the impoſſi- 
bilities I met with in the ſtate of my affairs, ſince I 
could not think of taking Oronres for my husband, 
without forſaking both the Empire, and Countrey of 
the Amazons, who for my particular intereſt would 
never have conſented to the lofſe of their Liberties, 
and of their Cuſtomes. Theſc reaſons made me take 
patience in my misfortune, and turn all my thoughts 
to my ordinary emploiments, and to the care of my 
Government. 

Ipaſs'd a whole year without other troubles than 
thoſe of my mind, and with much more tranquillity 
n my Dominions than in my heart, I, at my coming 
to the Crown, had confirm'd the Truce which the 
Queen my Mother had made with the C:l:c:ans our 
Neighbours, andour uſual Enemies. 

ad been their Governor under Dari, and having 
of late followed Alexanders party, he by him was 


I 


Neobartanes 
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confirm'd in the abſolute Authority ofthat Kingdom, 
and inas Sovereign a power as if he had been law-- 
ful King of it, Thatambitious man defiring to en- 
large his Confines, and to extirpate us Women, who 
had always held him play, and often put him to the 
worit, took the Ficld, and invaded our Territories 
with an Army of thirty thouſand men : They at firſt 
made ſome progreſs upon our Frontiers, and defeat- 
ed ſome of our Forces, whom the Truce had made 
ſecure and negligent ; but within a while after being 
ſate down to beliege one of our Cities, they gave me 
the leiſure to raiſe an Army as ſtrong as theirs, I 
march'd ftraight toward them in good order, and 
with great diligence, and they no ſooner had the 
news, but they rais'd their ſiege, and advanced to 
meet us with Colours flying. The Armies met ina 
plain, which is between the 1r:s, and the Thermo- 
doon, and'having heard that Neobarzanes had given 
the command of his left Wing to his Brother T+ſ- 
phernes, a man who by his valour had acquir'd a 
mighty reputation in War, and kept the right 
Wing for himſelf ; I followed his example, and 
giving my left to Xenalippa, Itook the right my ſelf, 
that I might encounter T/aphernes; whomlT belicv'd 
much more dangerous than his brother. I was nof 
deceived in my expectation, for at the ſhock of the 
two Armies, T:ſaphcrnes and I charged one ano- 
ther; and having broken our Javelins without 
cficct, we began a combat with our ſwords, the 
fight whereof would have been pleaſing enough, if 
we had been permitted to continue in it, but the 
throng having parted us, we ran both to our Com- 
mands. 

| will not weary you with the Relation of that 
Battel, it was ſufficiently bloudy, and the Victory 
was diſputed by the death of a great number ; but 
in the end it proved ours, and the Enemies loſt the 
Field, with fifteen thouſand of their men, but not 
without having flain ſeven or eight thouſand of our 
women, and wounded many of the reſt. The night 
hindred a more general defeat, and the next morning 
by break of day, the C:/ic:ans finding their loſe dif- 
encamped, and drew oft from us; the incommodi- 
ty of our hurt women, and the ſuddenneſs of their 
departure, kept us from hot purſning them ; we 
nevertheleſſe march'd after them, and falling often 
upon the Rear of ſuch as were caſt behind, we ac- 
companied them to their Frontiers with a great deal 
of execution, While we were in doubt whether we 
ſhould enter into their Territories after them, intel- 
ligence came to us tnat they had received a ſupply of 
tenthouſand men. This news hindred us from paſ- 
ſing farther, and made us ſtand uponour guard ; and 
Neobarzanes and T:ſaphernes were ſo puffit up with 
it, that within three days after,they preſented us bat- 
tel again. Some of our Women to whom riper 
years had given more experience, and. more fear of 
danger, were of opinion we ought to refuſe it, the 
more couragious deſired it, and I held part with 
them, and had a mind to decide the buſineſs by a ge- 
neral defeat, The ground inforced me to divide our 
Army into three Bodies,. and. I gave the third to 
Clytemneſira. As ſooon as the appointed day appear- 
ed, thel Armies were in ZBarttalia, and march'd 
toward one another with a great deal of eagerneſle. 
The day was very fair, and the Sun ſhining upon our 
arms made the two Armies a gallant fight ; but it 
was quickly changed, and all the beauty they had in 
their drawing ncar, was initantly loft in —_— 
an 
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and in the blood that was ſpilt. 

My Narration would be too long, if 1 ſhould de- 
ſcend to the particulars of that battel, but I believe 
that never any was more bravely fought, and that 
animoſity never produced more ſtrange effects. - All 
the Squadrons were mingled pell mell, and we kil- 
led one another without order, and without pity, 
when Tiſaphernes knowing me again , made way 
with his Sword to come to charge me, and as ſoon as 
he was within hearing, / pray thee ( cryed he ) /er 24 
finiſh the Combat we began at the former battel, and 
let us withdraw out of this crowd, that we may 
end it without hindrance, and wuhout advan- 
rage. . 
Ianſwered him only with my had, and making 
him a ſign to follow me, I put on my Horſe to the 
place where I ſaw the freeſt room. He came coura- 
geouſly after me, and when we: were gotten out of 
that thick multitude, ſeeing me turn about, he ſtruck 
meſuch a blow upon the head, that he beat down 
my creſt, with the plumes that covered it ; and per- 
ceiving me a little dazled, he went to redouble it, 
but Iruſh'd directly upon him, and luckily finding 
thedefect of his Curaſs, Iran my ſword up to the 
hilts in his right ſide. Tiſaphernes fell dead with the 
wound, but he was hardly down, and my ſword free 
in my hand, when I was charg'd behind with a {troak 
which was like to have laid me among the Horſes 
feet. Iclaptſpursto mine, and facing about toward 
him that had ſtruck me,I ſaw Neobarzanes himſelf, 
who to ſuccor, or revenge his brother, fell upon me 
with agreat many of his men ; I ſought him out in 
the middeſt of them, and aiming my ſword at his 
very eyes, I gavehim ſuch a terrible ſhock, that I 
ſet him belideFiis ſaddle, and made him tumble under 
the feet of his Followers. They got round about 
him preſently, and ſome of them helping him again 
on horſeback, the reſt came pouring upon me with 
exceeding fury; I had then been in a great deal of 
danger, if J/enalippa had not reſcued me with ſome 
of her Troops, and the Enemies drawing up theirs 
within a very ſhort ſpace, the moſt dangerous, and 
bloody ſervice proved to be there, We fought ſo 
obſtinately, that both Armies were almoſt deteated, 
but though the Victory according to probability was 
more likely to have been theirs, we obtained it at 
the laſt, with the death of above ten thouſand of our 
Women. | 

That great loſſe did ſo exaſperate me againſt Neo- 
barzanes and his ſoldiers, that I was blindly obſti- 
nate in the purſuit of them: truc it is, that I diſdained 
all the reſt to fix upon the perſon of the Chief, and 
by killing or taking him priſoner, to decide our eter- 
nal quarrel. This deſire made me fall in eagerly a- 
mong the run-aways, and not conſidering that I was 
followed by but few of my Amazons, 1 ingaged my 
ſclfina Wood, where Neobarzanes had rallied part 
of the Cavalry he hadleft. I found my errour when 
I was in the midſt of them, but*twas too late to help 
it, and the Enemy having diſcovered the ſmalneſs of 
the number that purſued them, made an halt, and 
inviron'd us on all ſides. Imay ſay without vanity, 


CC 


. that we in that occaſion did all that valiant and deſpe- 

rate perſons could do in ſuch like encounter. I made 
part of them that oppoſed me fall at my feet ; and 
getting to Neobarzanes inſpite of them, Idiſmount- 
ed him a ſecond time, but he was inſtantly taken up 
by his men, and our reſiſtance ſerving only to exaſpe- 
rate themagainſt us, they charg'd us ſo furiouſly on 
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every ſide, that all our Women were ſlain upon the 
place, and my horſe being killed with a thouſand 
wounds, left me upon the ground at the mercy of 
my enemies. I expected nothing from them but 
death, and I ſhould certainly have receiv'd it, i 
Neobarzanes had not commanded them to take me 
alive. They preſently went about to do it, and 
was impoſſible for me to hinder them ; ſo that aſter 
having vainly defended my liberty, I was taken 
diſarm'd of my ſword, and tyed upon an horſe 
which was preſently ſent away, for fear I ſhou'dhe 
reſcued by the Troops Ihad lefr behind ; they cy. 
ried me away with ſo much ſpeed, that within an 
hour I was brought to Phryze, that ſame City which 
before we had taken by the valour of Orichia, and 
which the C:lic:azs had afterward recovered fron 
us, There it was that 1Veobarzanes gathere( 
up his run aways, and ſhut himſelf in with th 

though the place was not yet very well fortified ; bu 
he knew our broken forces were not in a condition ty 
beſiege it, nor to attempt any thing upon his Teri. 
tories without freſh Supplies. This confſideratiq 


made him reſolve, there to expect the event of tha Þ 


War, that he might give Orders upon the F 
till more ſtrength came to him from Tharſws. Fate 
Sir, of my grief and ſhame to ſee my ſelf inthepy. 
werof my moſt cruel Enemies, and of the imprec 


tions I uttered againſt fortune ,that had ſuffered mety 
fall into their hands, and not to periſh in the Fight - 
with the valianteſt of my Women. I began tod. 
plore my Captivity, with the ſaddeſt words my for. 
row cou:d bring ſorth, when I was led before Nu. 
birzanes ; ſomelight hurts I had which they vouch: = 
ſafed notto get dreſs'd, nor Ito deſire that favou, 
or to hope for any from them after the loſe they hul 
As ſoon as Neobarzanes ſaw me, be 
could ſcarce forbear revilings, and the remembran« 
of a brother whom he had dearly lov'd, and whonl 
had killed before his face, was ſo powerfully rem | 
ed in him, that he was ready to have put me inſtantly 
to death ; but having caſt his eyes upon my face, t: 
found ſomething there that mollified part of hisa» 
ger, and re{train'd the impetuouſneſs of that fuy 
which carried him headlong to my de{trucion. Ye 


ſuſain'd, 


could he not ſo well contain himſelf, but that look: 
ing upon me with eyes ſparkling with wrath, *The 


© Gods, bloody Woman, ( /aid he ) have at hit 3 


© delivered thee into his hands whom they have defti 
*ned for the revenger of thy cruelties ; and if the 
© death of my dear brother, and of ſo many thou 


* ſand of my ſouldiers, which cries for vengeancet : 


© sain(t thee, cannot be ſatisfied with that of one wo. 


© man, I ſhall at leaſt have this ſatisfaction to puniſh : 


©the head for the crimes of the whole body, andto 
© appeaſe my brothers ghoſt by the blood of her thit 
< deprived me of him. 

I heard theſe words without being terrified, and 
having look'd a good while upon him with a diſdan 
that might have incenſed him more; I reply: 
ed at la{t without being moved, < I expected neither 
* favour, nor good uſage of thee, ( Neobarzans ) 
* and I ſhould think ita ſhame to receive that from 
© thee which thou never ſhewedſt to any body : 00 
*not believe thou canſt affright me with thy threats; 
<Fortune the Goddeſs thou adoreſt , and who puff 
* upſuch empty ſouls, never had any Empire ov 
© mine, and can neither dejec&t it, nur ſubdue it t0 
*thee; thou alone art guilty of thoſe cruelties witl 


* which thou reproacheſt me, Ihave —_— my 
crit 
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tories, Law ot Þ 
per promiſe given, thou unjuitly did{t invade : 
« and if thy brother, and thy ſouldiers have fallen in 
<hy quarrel, they died like valiant men, and have 
<received that puniſhment for thy crime, from which 
<thou freedlt thy ſelf by flight. Theſe words were 
| enough to redouble his fury, and carry him to extre 
mities againſt a perſon who braved him, andinjured 
him, though a priſoner. But that little beauty 
| wherewith ſome had flattered me, upon which he 
cat hiseyes with moſt baſe, and guilty deſigns, ful- 

ended his anger, and hindred it from breaking 
| forth with violence, but not him from anſwering with 

aſharp and dangerous ſmile ; © We will fee whe- 
« ther thy conſtancy will hold ont to the end, and if 
| «thou wilt be as couragious in the certainty of thy 
| «geath, as thou art in the expectation of a pardon, 
« which thou vainly hopeſt for, by reaſon of thy 
| &fex, Though he ſpoke theſe words with a chole- 

rick voice, he caſt looks at me which were ſufficient 
| tomake me doubt his violence ; and commanding 
metobetaken away; he hadalſo the careto give or- 
der that Chirurgeons ſhould be ſent to dreſs my 
wounds, I was carried back into the Chamber, 
' which was given me for my priſon, and though my 
| Captivity caus'd as much grief in me, as a couragi- 

ous heart was capable to feel, ſome remainder of 


which contrary to the Law of Nations, | 
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if any body ſhould go about to aſſault it. 


| ; that deſire which we have naturally for life,made me | 
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give way to the care that was taken of my wounds; 
Asſoon as | was in bed, they were ſearch'd and 
dref't ; but they were ſuch ſleight ones, that the Chi- 
rurgeons did not doubt but they would be healed in a 
tew days. I wasnot a little confirm'd in my belief, 
that Neobarzanes his anger was aſſwaged, whenl1 
ſaw women ſent to wait uponme_ from whoſe ſight 
I receiv'd much conſolatin. That was the thing I 
had moſt deſired in my misfortune, and 1 feared no- 
thing ſo much, as to ſee my ſelf among men, whoſe 
converſation I was not uſed to, and from whom 1 ap- 
prehended violence. The ſecond day of my Capti- 
vity, Ilearn'&from the Women that ſeryed me, that 
they did not believe that Neobarzanes would put me 
to death, and the third they rold me he had ſent to 
enquire after my health, As Thad not been terrified 
by his threats, ſo neither was 1 touched with that al- 
tcration, and | reſolv'd for the wort events a Cap- 
tive could expect, except the loſs of my honour, 
for the defence whereof | determined to ſuffer death, 

The fair Queen wasin this part of her Story, when 
ſhe was interrupted by :4»1nras,who came to ſee her 
wound ; 7 haleſtris put forth her arm, and after he 
had dreſſed it, and afſured her of a ſpeedy cure, ſhe 
ſet in her ſelf in her former poſture, and went on 
thus with her Diſcourſe, 
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HE uſage I had received from Neobarzanes, 
at the beginning of my Captivity, began 
quickly to alter for the better, and the wo- 
men, that were appointed to wait upon me, | 

beganto ſerve me with very great diligence and re- 
ſpet.Neobarzanes ſent often to ſee how I did,and 
when my wounds permitted meto leave my bed, he 
came himſelf into my Chamber ; I was ſurpriſed at 


that unexpected viſit; and if I would have followed 


my firſt motions, I had given him a reception, which 
without queſtion would have kept him from coming 
any more - but conſidering the power he had over 
me, and how much his former behaviour might be 
excuſed by the death of his Brother, and the lofſe 
of his Army, Ibeliev'd it fit for me to receive him 
as a man that repented his having uſed me ill, though 
his pretences for it were ſpecious enough, andhs a 


man whom I ought not. to cxaſperate, if I had 


de- 
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-defired to ſecure what it was in his power to take 
from me by violence : Theſe reaſons obliged me to 
- uſehimreaſonable civilly, which without doubt con- 
firm'd his evil intentions, and that paſſion which had 
mollified him, and which brought him then into my 
Chamber. Whenhe had enquired after my health, 
and was ſet down by me : Madam (ſaid he) I doubt 
not but you are much offended with me for my firlt 
uſage of you, and that you ſtill keep ſome reſentment 
of your ill welcome,and ofthe threats which my grief 
made me utter againſt ſo fair aQueen,and one worthy 
of a better fortune, andof a better reception ;but your 
coodneſs will pardon thoſe tranſports ina perſon, who 
by your hands hath loft a Brother (who was extream 
| y dear to him,and whom his vertue made very con- 
fiderable to the whole world,) and ( by the hands of 
your Souldiers) an Army of forty thouſand men, the 
Reliques whereof can hardly be perceived within this 
City ; you will without queltion have ſome regard 
to ſo lawful an anger,and will judge of the cauſe thar 
ſuppreſſe's it, by my forgetting ſo great, and ſo 
late offences. 'Tis true the bloud of my Brother, 
and of all my Souldiers, demands ſome ſatisfaction 
from me; but a force more powerful than nature or 
reaſon of State, forbid's me to give them any to your 
diſadvantage, and diſarms my rage, after having 
diſarm'd my heart of all that could defend it againit 
you. I think this knowledge is ſufficient to mike 
you underſtand my inclinations, and I cannot de- 
clare them better than by repreſenting to you, taat 
they deveſt me of thoſe of nature, and of my mot 
tender affeions; nor canT more truly teitihe that [ 
love you, than inloofing for your ſake the remem- 
branceof whatT lov'd molt dearly. 
Think not this Declaration ſtrange, I know it is 
a Diſcourſe to which you have not been accutiomed, 
but wedaily ſee greater changes z and if you had 
ſuffer'd the acceſs of men, you would doubtleſs have 
engaged them in that paſſion which hath made me 
abſolutely yours ; you hate them only, becauſe you 
know them not, and 'twas an irregular caprichio of 
your Predeceſſors, that deprives you of tt;e ſocicty 
the Gods have eſtabliſhed, and by which, and for 
which, the world ſubſiits. You may if you plcaſe 
make ſome reflection upon what I have ſaid, and if 
among men whom you have alwates ſhunn'd, you 
can find any one worthy of your afteCtions, be 
pleas'd to caſt your eyes upon me, who have given 
you mine figſt, with an exceeding great reſpect, and 
a moſt abſqlute Empire. I am not able, Sir, to ex- 
preſſe how/ much I was incenſed at this Diſcourſe, 
and how much I reſented that Captivity which con- 
ſtrain'd me to ſuffer it; if I had been at liberty, 1 
would have puniſhed that inſolent fellow with mine 
own hands, and would have made him fecl that 
force to the purpoſe, of which he had twice had ex- 
perience to his ſhame; but I had too many reaſons 
to moderate my fury, fo that I ſuffer'd it not to riſe 
to that extremity ; andI at that time had prudence 
enough to difſemble part of it, but not power enough 
over my faceto keep it from being inflamed with a 
colour like fire,nor over my tongue to hinder it from 
replying ſharply : Remember Meobarzanes that I 
am a Queen, though 1 be your Priſoner, and that if 
the chance of war hath given you ſome power over 
my boy, my mind is ſtill in its former liberty, and 
does no way partake in the changes of my fortune. 
This firſt knowledge you give me of men, confirms 
me in my intention of hating them, if you perſevere | 
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in yours, and this freedom you take to a Query gl 
whom her diſaſter hath brought into your ve. . dz 
a ſtrong obſtacle againit that elteem of them, you th 
deſire to work in me ; therefore vive over an Unpro cc 
fitable care, anda more unprofitable afſeQion, wy W 
believe I ſhall value you as much, if you uſe yoy b; 
fortune generouſly ; as I ſhall deſpiſe you, i ce 
encourage you to unjult liberties; and ſuch 4 pi 
you- cannot give your ſelf without unworthy. re 
neſs. if 
Though Neobarzanes was ſtung with this anſyer t 
yet did he not ſhew himſelf much moved at it, w bt 
after having continued a while ſilent, he onely reply a; 
ed, I doubted you would not receive this fir{t ove. as 
ture of my love without fome diſpleaſure, but [y. fe 
ſo hoped that time might ſweeten the ſharpneſs th 
your firit motions, and make you find that I may p! 
without offending you, or abuſing the power I has f 
over you, make you an offer of my aftetion; 4 
« Time (ſid 1) ſhall never make me looſe my fir I 
**reſolutions; nor canit do any thing to your adv. 0 
* tage, but by ſuch uſage as is due to Priſonerggf tl 
« war of my quality. <If you are my Priſoner tt 
© war ( anſwered Neobarzanes )I am your Priſoner fr 
*of love, and if you uſe me with any favour,] ſh 6 
©no longer conſider you as a Captive, but as they. m 
* vereign Miſtreſs of my heart : * Uſe mc (rephel b 
« [tartly)as Thal:ftris, who within theſ: few dairs b 
< hath conquered you. in two ſet battels, and whoby * 
**the defeating of your Forces, hath ſhevwed her f 
© felt capable of another cntertainment than thatef 
*© your loves. Herbarzanes was touch'd with theke 7 
words, andanſyered me with a finile mingled with 6 
ſome ſharpneſs: © You are capable both of War al - 
© of Love, and will make both, it you follow the ry 
courſe of your Preceflors, how great averſion ſoc i 
«ver they have expreſſed in their government againk y 
©men, they have not conſerved themſelves without 3 
*them, nor were you born your ſelf without ther _ 
** afhiitance. This reproach made me bluth for thame, + 
and confirmed me mn the diflike of that i!} cuſtom la 
which neceflity had introduced amonglt cur women; Gs 
whereupoa I thew'd Neobarzanes that I reſented, ic 
by theſe words : © If my Pregdecefſors have done i 
**amils, I will not imitare them, and though I were ” 
*©ſobaſe as to follow their evil cuſtoms, or fo in- 2 
** prudent as to aboliſh their good ones, and ſubmit BF * 4 
* my ſeltto a man by lawful wayes, I ſhould never b 
« make chuice of Neobarzanes, * Time (repiyth o 
© he, riſing up) will inſpire you with other thoughts 7 
* and mitigate that cruel humour,. which ill becom's " 
* fo fair a perſon : I give you kiſure therefore to cor * 
*{ider, and to reflect upon the condition you are ih bi 
* and upon what you do deſpiſe, He ſtaid not for 
my anſwer, but making a low congy went out of my A 
Chamber, having firſt recommended me to the care lc 
of the women that waited on me. 'I remain'd inat if 
anger, which itwould be very difficult for me tode- 
ſcribe, and' of all that day, I could not digett the - 
words he had ſaid, nor his reproaches of our a C 
{toms ; This remembrance wrought ſo ſtrong ans {MW © 
verſion in me, that I thought it impoſſible for meto 
endure his company a ſecond time ; and I ſettied &) of 
ſelf in the reſolution of dyins in his hands, rather oy 
than to oblige him by the leaſt favour, or by thellealt By 
word fromwhence he could drayy any advantage. The or 
Women that ſerv'd me already bore me a real af ba 
fetion, and were not ſo tyed to Neobarzancs Ws ty 


intere(ts, but that they vus'd all their endeavours; 0 
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ive me ſome conſolation. I continued five or fix 


daies without his comins to ſee me, and I employed 
them in bewailing my misfortune, as muchas my 


courage would ſufter me. Have / rhen ( ſaid 1, 


when 1 was preſs'd with the violence of my grief 
baniſhed my lovely, and my faitl ful Orontes,. ro re- 
ceve NeobarZzanes - and bave [1 [9 all uſed, and ſo 
jll requited verrues handſomneſs, and ſervices, ro 
Yecompence vice, rolineſs, and ſeurvie uſage ? Ah : 
if our Laws were to be violated, ſure it ſhoxld be in 
favour of Orontes, and not of Neovurzanes , 7 h:s 
heart which defended zt ſelf,an that roo unhumancl y, 
againſt the charms of tnat lovely impoſtor, 15 proof 


againſt the perſeemions of a Barbarian, nor nec ut | 


fear a ſecond aſſault, having eſcaped the firſt : let 
that cruel man arm himſelf with what ſoever rage Can 
produce, he ſhall find this ſoil 112 an un baken Jeat,and 
fince my cruel dejtiny forbids me to give wy ſelf to my 
dear Orithia, bork Neobarzanes, and ail men living 

all aſſault it but in vain, iſcourſes,and tnoughts 
of this nature were my ordinary cntertainments, and 
though I bore myCaptivity with moderation enough, 
that remembrance often drew both ſighs and tears 
from me, Iſometimes queſtioned my women, and 
endeavoured to learn of them, if our Amazons did 
not attewpt ſomething for my deliverance, or if 7Veo- 
barzanes did not think upon ſome treaty for my li- 
berty; but whether it were that they kaew 1t not, 
or were enjoyncd ſilence, I could never get any 1n 
formation from them, 

Some few daies after, Neoharzancs came to me 
again, and as ſoon as he had ſaluted me ; Well Ma- 
dam (faid he) have youthovght upon our Jait Diſ- 
courſe, and have you ſlackn'd any thing of that ſeve- 
rity which makes you diſdain my affections ? 1Veo- 
barzanes (anſwered I) in what conditions {ocver 
you ſee me, know that nothing is able to ſhake my 
reſolutions, and that you ought to hope for but little 


ſatisfaction, by your pernitious defigns; not but. 


[ am enclined to peace with you, it you will make 
lawfuil propolitions, nor would I, to recover my 
liberty, refuſe a reaſonable treaty, which may re- 
ſettle our Territories in that quietneſs you have di- 
{turbed ; but if you have any other thoughts, ba- 
niſh them for ever, and hope for nothing from a cou- 
rage w:uch misfortune cannot deject. I hope (re- 
, Plyed Neobarzancs) that you will hearken to rea- 
ſon, and to the advantage of the offers I make you; 
but hope for no liberty Thaleſbrts, by any other trea- 
ty, than by that which I propoſe ; and conſider that 
Ineither abuſe my fortune nor the power I have 0- 
ver you, by making propoſitions which would be ad- 
vantagtous to you, though in perfect liberty : You 
are not ignorant, Madam, that in my affection to 
you, I may ſeek for help by all manner of waies, and 
thatthe death of my Brother, and of ſo many thou- 
ſands of my men,doth ſufficiently diſpence with me, 
if I have not thoſe conſiderations which are due to a 
perſon of your quality, and free's me from the re- 
proaches I might fear, for having uſed violence to a 
Captive, who is ſtain'd with blood that was ſo dear to 
me, 


But Madam, to teſtifie that my love to you is full 


of real eſteem, 'I will only ſue for yours by lawful - 


means, and I will forget you are my Priſoner to 
make you my wife ; by this alliance we will nnite 
our Provinces, we will give your women lawful hus- 
and3, and aboliſh cuſtoms that are enemies to Na- 
ure, and dete'tcd both by the Gods and men, to 
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live ina more reaſonable ſociety, and in everlaſting 
tranquility. I knew very well, that unworthy man 
made not that propoſition out of any eſteem he had 
ome, nor out of any ſenſe of vertue, but that find- 
ing advantages to himſelf, by the alliance he offer'd 
me, which he could neither hope for by my death, 
norby uling violence, he was fallen upon that thought, 
not being in a condition, after ſo great loſſes, to 
profit any other way by having taken me, nor to 
conquer a Country, which I had not left deſtitute of 
perſons able to defend it againſt him. And indeed, 
1 recetv'd that motion with the ſcorn it deſerved, 
and looking difdainfully upon him : Think not NVeo- 
barzanes (faidT) that my impriſonment hath ſo far 
abaſed my heart, as to find any advantage in the 
oftcrs you make me. I am a Queen by birth and 
vertue, both of them are wanting in thee, and 
tnouart indebted to fortune, and to the goodneſs of 
Darius tor that greatneſs which thy baſe ſubmiſſion 
to Alexander hath fince conſerved ; Tis not for-thee 
our laws ſhall be aboliſhed ; and if the Gods ( con- 
tinued I with afigh) had ſo decreedit, that altera- 
tion was reſerved for another, not MNeobarzanes, 
He was ſo netled with this anſwer, that he fate a 
long time without reply, witneſſing his irreſolution 
by the divers changes of his countenance ; but in the 
end, after having darted an an ry look at me : Well, 
well, Thaleſtris ( ſaid he) 4 you diſdain my of- 
ter, diſpoſe your ſelf to ſatisfie me by other wayes 
this ſhall never be propoſed to you again; and you 
may be aſſured, I will no longer negle<& the power | 
I have over you. He pronounced theſe words with +- _- 
a thundring voice, and went out of my Chamber, 
without giving me the leiſure to reply. 

I was ſo enraged at this Diſcourſe, that of a long 
time | was not capable of any reaſon; but I prefent- 
ly recovered my ordinary reſo:ution, and that in- 
violable deſign of dying for the defence of what he 
threatned; the women that waited on me, gave 
me counſ.] to mollifie him, and diſſemble part of 
my thoughts, which I diſcovered with too much 
ſharpneſs; they repreſented to me, that by that 
ficrceneſs, I thould without doubt ftir him up to 
the violence ought to apprehend, and that by ma- 
nacing him with more dexterity, I might perchance 
banith thoſe pernitious deſigns: I efteem'd their ad- 
vice very prudent, and ſometimes was minded to 
follow it ; but as ſoon as that barbarous fellow pre- 
ſented himſelf before me, as he did every day, I had 
much ado to reſtrain the motions of my anger, and 
of my juſt diſpleaſure, Yet did I difſemble them 
now and then, and ſufferd his perſecutions a whole 
moneth without driving him to extremity ; ſome- 
times he flatter'd me ; from flatteries he often fell 
to threats, but his threats and flattteries were equal- 
ly unprofitable. | 

When he was fully aſſured of that, and had loſt 
all hope of ſatisfying his deſires by gentle means, he 
reſolv'd upon the violence which he had till then de- 
ferr'd, and coming into my Chamber with that 1n- 
tention, he had made ſigns to my women to with* 
draw, and when he was alone with me, having ey- 
ed me a while with a wandring loo!: ; Itisno longer 
time Thaleſtris, ( ſaid he )) to diſlemble my latt in- 
tention,l am weary of ſuffering a pain,of which I can 
remedy my ſclf, and of ſuing vainly to her whom ] 
can compelto ſatisfie me : I have made you offers, 
which you imprudently diſcained, and I will offer 
you nothing now, but the choice of death, or of 

ny 


my love. Though theſe words ſurpriſed me ex- 
treamly, yet was I not atall in doubt what anſwer I 
ſhould return, but looking upon him with more 
ſcorn than ever : Thy threats (faid I) cannot terri- 
fie me, I prefer death before thy affection, and all 
manner of tortures before that ſatisfaction thou de- 
mandeſt. Since thou deſireſt death ( replicd he) 
thou ſhalt have it, and ſaying ſo, he roſe up; and 
drawing a dagger which he wore concealed, he lift 
up his arm to ſtrike it into my breaſt, Notwith- 
ſtanding | was very indifferent in matter of life, yet 
was it not ſoodious to me, as to give that Monſter 
the contentment of taking it away, and remembring 
that I had tried his ſtrength before, I flew upon him, 
and with my left hand ſtopping his arm. which was 
up to ſtab me, I with my other, which was free, 
caught hold about his middle, and after ſome ſtrug- 
ling laid him on the floor : I quickly wrung the dag- 
ger out of his hand, and was preſently in a condition 
to tear away his infamous life without any diffcul- 
ty, bur that baſe wretch who lov'd it more than I did, 
was affraid of loſing it, and begg'd it of me with 
word's, which ſufficiently teſtified the meanneſs of 
his Spirit ; although he was unworthy of that mer- 
cy, I thought him alſo unworthy to receive death 
from my hands, and inſtantly making my ſelf Mi- 
ſtreſs of my juit reſentment, Riſe coward ( ſaid I) 
thou deſcrvelt neither death nor pardon from Thale- 
 ftris, and therefore ſhe will vive thee neither, but 
leave's thee a life which ſhe cannot, without diſho- 
nor, take from ſuch an one as thou art ; thou knew- 
eſt before, my ſtrength was above thine, and thou 
ſhalt know now that my goodneſs is cqual to thy 
baſeneſs. MNeobarzanes made me no anſwer at all, 
but caſting down his eyes full of ſhame and corfuli 
on, he went out of my Chamber, and left me: Mi- 
ſtreſſe of the dagger 1 had wreſted from him : If | 
had been in another eſtate, this adventure would 
have afforded matter of laughter,and there was cauſe 
enough to deride a man, who ſo weakly attempted 
ſuch high Enterpriſes ; but the condition | was then 
reduced to, made me inſenſible of any-diverſion, 
and would not ſuffer me to draw any joy from the 
diſgrace of thatdeteltable villain, nor from the advan- 
tage I had over him. The women who attended on | 
me, whocame running at the noiſe, and who were 
witnefſe of part of the buſineſs, believed that 
Neobarzanes would have ſome ſenſe of the mer- 
cy I had ſhewed him, and that without doubt he 
would be touch'd with a favour he had ſo little deſer- 
ved ; but I knew his baſeneſs too well.to expect a- 
ny good from him, and it was rather for my own 
434 po than for that hope, I had let him 
ive. | 
I remain'd three or four daves without ſeeing 
him, or hearing from him ; and [ began to believe 
there might be ſome amendment in him, when I 
was ſurpriſed with the accident I am going to relate, 
and reduced to very great extremities, I was in my 
bed, where-I iaited that little repofe my diſquicts 
would ſuffer me, when two hours before day, 1 
was waken'd by a dreadful noife in the ſtreet, Iask't 
my women what the matter was, but they were as 
ignorant of itas I, and my windows were ſo grated, 
that there was no poſſibility of looking out to ſee : 
while 1 was in ſome trouble by reaſon of that noiſe, 
which ſtill redoubled with horrible cries; I heard a 
loud knocking at my door,the firſt blow was follow- 
ed with many others, which made me find they had | 
| 
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an intent to break it open. I was unwilling to þ, 
caught in bed, andcaſting a looſe coat haſtily a 

me, [leapr into the floor, and preſently laid holg o 
Neobarzanes his dagger, being reſolv'd to defendn 
life, or mine honour to my lait breath : Scarce wy 
I gotten into this poiture, when my Chamber dog 
was beaten open, and by the help of certain wag 
candles, which I alwates kept burnieg by night, { 
fear of ſome ſuch ſurpriſe ; I ſaw Neobarzanes come 
in with his ſword drawn, accompanied with a preg 
many of his followers in the ſame equipage, | 
{traightway doubted of his cruel intention, and jn/ 
_—_ confirm'd my ſelf in the reſolution I hadts 

en. 

As ſoon as he perceiv'd me, Thaleſtris (cried he 
with a terrible voice) I mutt die, fince my ho 
are dead, and ſince I looſe thee and my ſelf, I yi 
keep thee from laughing and triumphing at my my 
ine - He had hardly ended theſe words, when he 
flew directly at me, and without giving me leiſure 
to reproach his ingratitude, after the mercy [ha 
ſhewed him, he made a thruſt at me, which had rw 
me quite through if I had not bowed my body toz 
void it; I eſcaped that danger by ſtooping ſuddenly 
and {triking upthe point of his ſword with the dag. 


ger Ihad held in my hand, I made it lip over ny : 


ſhoulder, and running under it I ſeized upon the 
guard with my left hand, and with my right, I itabh4 
the dagger into his breſt unto the very hilt : Tha 
perfidious wretch fell dead at my feet, 2nd his ſword 
remaining inmy hand, I ſet iny felf to diſpute my lik 
acainſt thoſe that were come along with him ; they 
all turn'd their points upon me, and made me ſee 
they meant to revenge the dcath of their P:ince by 
mine ; the two firſt that advanced, I quickly hida 
the feet of their Companions, and n.ade them judge, 
that though I was but a woman, and in my ſmock, 
they ſhould not eftcc their purpoſe without diftcul 


ty : Irctir'd to the wall, that I might nct be aſſault I 


cd behind; and thoſe cowardly villains making a 
half circle about me, kegan to preſs me ſo furiouſly, 
that 1 uiterly deſpaired of ſafety : I defended my 
ſelfnevertheleſs, like a wild Bore againſt ſo many 
hounds, and ſometimes ruſhing forward at thoſe that 
were moſt eager upon me, I made them fly backto 
the other ſide of the Chamber, ard gave them both 
terror and death it ſelf, in the mid{t of thirty ſword, 


that environed me ; but in the end, my reſiſtance, 


would have been unpreftable, and feeling my el 
wounded in divers places, I alſo found my ſtrength 
began to fail me, and that I prolonged my deſtiny 
but in vein, when we heard a great noiſe upon the 
ſtairs, and ſaw a great many come in arm'd, who 
charging thoſe baſe fellows that were about me, 
preſently gave ſome of them what they deſerved; 
the Leader of them did the greateſt execution, and 
ſtriking no blows that were not mortal, quickly - 
ver'd the floor with Lloud, and with dead bodies: 
When thcy had made themſelves a paſlage to come 
to me, Courage (cried one of my Defenders) 
Courage, Madam, you are delivered, and your & 
nemies are deſtroyed ; being very well acquainted 
with that voice,I preſently knew it to be my faithful 
Hippolita's, and I ſcon obſerv'd they were my # 
mazons from whom' reccived that zſſiſtance, When 
[faw my ſclf ſo well fuccoured, I felt my. forces It 


. double, and defiring to have a ſhare in my revenge, 


I joyred my ſelf to my valiant deliverers ard with 
them finiſhed what they had ſo ccurageouſly begs: 
a 


j 
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ir Enemics loſt their lives, and our Amazons 
om | had already diſcover'd Aenalippa, 
hers) were ſo exaſperated againſt them, 
thatthey gave noquarterz My Chamber was then 
a ſpectacle full of horror ; and the bloud which flow- 
ed on all ſides, in which one might ſcea great number 
of bodies ſwim which had newly expired, or were 
yet expiring, was able to ſtrike fear and terror into 
themoſt reſolved minds. 

After this execution, my gallant reſcuers took off 
all their masks, and embraced my knees one after 
another, with words and actions which vilibly ex- 

reſs'd the ardent affection they had ever born me; 
hut I was ſo weakned by the loſs of blond, which 
ran down {till from my wounds, and by the weart- 
neſs of ſo lons and ſo unequal a fight, that I had 
hardly ftrength to embrace them, or ſenſe to know 
them, yet did I hear Aenalippa among the reſt, 
who ſpeaking for them all, ſaid ; Madam, you 
are free, and as much Mitltreſs in this City, asin 
Themiſcira, tis in your own power by the aſſiitance 
ofthe Gods, and the valour of your Amazons who 
have taken it, and all your Enemies are either dead, 
ordying. Ijudg*d by this Diſcourſe that the Town 
had been taken by ſurpriſe, and that that was the 
cauſe of the noiſe we had heard in the ſtreets, and 
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| of the Town, but ſhe would not obey me, praying 
me to take my reſt ; you are not yet well enough 
Macam ( ſaid ſhe) to. hold diſcourſe, have pati- 
ence but to night, and tomorrow I will give you an 
exact account of all you can demand. I was willing 
to be adviſed by her, and making m.y curtains be 
drawn, I ſpent the nightasT had done the day, but 
with great ſhewof amendment, and more quietneſs 
of mind, thanl had felt of many months. The next 
morning Hippolita came to my bed-fide, and hav- 
ing bidden me good morrow, I commanded her to 
tell me what ſhe had deferr'd the day Lefore, I 
am readily diſpoſed to ſatisfie you Madam (ſaid ſhe) 
and if what I have to ſay, could have been heard by 
you without alteration, I would not have delay'q to 

tive you contentment; but I beſeech you be pleas'd 

to let me ſend theſe maids out of the Chamber, that 

I may entertain you with the more liberty. I gave 

her leave to do as ſhe defired, and Hippolita, bid- 

ding them withdraw,remained alone with mc,and be- 

ing by my command fet down cloſe by my bed, the 

ſpake to me on this manner, 

When your Majeſty engaged your ſelf in the pur- 
ſuit of Neobarzanes,l was not one of the laſt that fol. 
low'dyou,and ſhouid certainly have had the ſame fate 
with my companions,iftheGods,who reſerved me to 


of Neobarz2nes hisrag, not doubting but that my 
women wou!d revenge my injuries with a great deal 
of bloud, and that they would extirpate a people 
innocent of the wrongs I had reccived ; T cefired to 
ſtop thoſe proceedings, and getting a little looſe 
from their embraces ; My dear friends ( ſaid I) I 
hold my life from the gods, and from you, let us not 
ſtir them up againſt us, after the mercy we have re- 
| ceiv'd, and let ns not diſhonour our victory by an 
| exceſsof cruelty ; there is bloud enough ſhed alrea- 
| dy; ifany of our enemies be yet alive, let them have 
quarter given them;and let thoſe be ſpared who ceaſe 
to make reſiltance. 

Clyremneſira went preſently away to execute that 
Order, and my faithful Zippolira, upon whom I | 
lean'd feeling me ready to fink in her arms, took me | 
up, with ſome other of her companions,. to carry 
me to bed, There wes no likelihood of putting 
meagain into my own, nor of ſtaying in a Chamber 
ful: of bloud, and dead bodies; but another was 
found by the aſſillance of the women that ſerv'd me, 

| who at the beginning of our fight had hid themſelves 
in a Cloſet, whence they were fetcht out in a terri- 
ble fear, but reaſſumed them, and promiſed them 
| allmanner of good uſage; they brought me into the 
belt Chamber there was, where being got to bed, 
my wounds ſearch'd, were not found dangerous, 
and my Chirurgions, who had done their part in my 
deliverance, having applied their firſt remedies to 
| them, left me to my reit, while 1ſenalippa by my 
command, went to quiet the diſorders in the 
_ and to do what was requiſite in ſuch encoun- 
rs. 
I reſted that ſmall remainder of the night, and 
the day following without being interrupted, no ho- 
| dycoming into ry Chamber bur only Hippolita, and 
ome women, who were necefſary to wait upon me, 
and with whom I had no diſcourſe, by reaſon of the 
charge my Chirurgions had given me to the contra-, 
ry; but night being come, I call'd Zippolita to ig 
bed-ſile, and having embraced her many times w 
expreſſions of my former kindneſs, I asked her di- . 
vers queſtions, and defired her to relatethe taking 


I 
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ſerve you more profitably thanl could have done in 
that encounter, had not ſuffer'd my horſe to falldead 
between my legs, of certain wounds he had received 
inthe fight; by this accident I was deprived of the 
means of waiting upon you, and reduced to a neceſ- 
ſity ofturning back afoot into the body we had left 
ſtanding upon the place of battel; I there found the 
diſmal rcliques of a bloudy day, and a thouſand im- 


' ages of terror and deſolation ; of thirty- thouſand 


women we had brought from Themiſcira, we had 
not ten thouſand remaining, the greater part where- 
of were wounded, and unfit for ſervice. - The ene- 
mies had loit twenty thouſand men in that laſt battel 
and thoſe two defeats had left them onely thoſe few 
ſouldiers, who took refuge in this City, I found the 
Camp in an alarm, for your Majeſties abſence, but 
it eacreaſed, when the night was come; and that they 
heard nonews of you ; a great many went ſcatter- 
ing from their Troops in ſearch of you, andI affure 
you | was none ofthe backwardelt, but all the night 
havi: s been vainly ſpent aboutit, the whole Camp 


was filPd with cries, and an univerſal confternati- 


on, 
All the next day was beſtowed in the ſame em- 
ployment, and the remnant of the Army, divided it 
ſelf into above fifty ſeveral companies to ſeek you. 
To what purpoſe ſhould I detain you in this Diſ- 
courſe, -or with the general, and my particular com- 
plaints? the third day, it was thought fit to ſend a 
Trumpet hither, to learn whether yon were dead, 
ora Priſoner; and in caſe you were alive, to make 
propoſitions - for your liberty, which they promiſed 
to get you to ratifie, I would needs go along with 
the trumpet ; and the Law of Nations, which our 
enemies had not yet forgotten, gave us acceſs to this 
Town, and to NVeobarzanes, When they had blind- 
edus, we were brought before him, and as ſoon as 
we open'd our mouths to cnquire after you, your 
Queen is living (ſaid he) but her condition is littfe 


&-<hetter than if ſhe were dead ; Hope not for her liber- 
- : 


ty any manner of way, and get you gone preſently 
out of my Territories, unlefs you will have me vio- 
late a law that gives you ſome affurance amongſt 
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We deſired permiſſion to ſce our Queen, but it 
was refuſed us, and we return'd from this Town 
without carrying any thing, but the confirmation of 
your life, and of your Captivitie. Iam not able 
totell you, Madam, which was the greater in my 
mind, and in the mindes of all your ſubjects, the 
joy to know you were alive, or the ſorrow to hear 
you were in the power of a pitileſs enemie, Yet 
did we prefer ihe latter before the former;and though 
the report of /Veobarzanes's harſh nature, and his 
late loſſes made us in fear for you, we believ'd ne- 
vertheleſs , that if he had any knowledge, or any 
ſenſe of honor, hewould have ſuch conſiderations both 
of the royall dignitie, an of your beautie, as would 
be able to take away part of his ſavageneſs. Yet 
this belief made us not ſo confident, but that we ſtil} 
had terrible apprehenſions, and all the Camp was in 
ſuch gricf and deſolation, asit would be impoſſible 
for me to repreſent. The remainders of our Armie 
were not in a condition toattempt your deliverance, 
nor to aſſault a Town, in which all the forces the cne- 
mie had left where ſhut up together. © Five or ſix 
daies having been waſted in fruitleſs deliberations, 
another trumpet was ſent,in hope that Veobarzazes's 
anger might be appeaſed, and that he might hear- 
ken to propoſitions then, which in his heat he had re- 
jected; but that Monſter would not ſo much as ſee 
her, and forbad her, upon pain of death, to come 
any more within his quarters. 

This ſecond refuſal made us deſpair of ſo ſpecdie 
a deliverance, and after new conſultations, /7ena- 
lippa, who commanded our forces, gave us order 
to diſ-encamp and retire neer ſome of our Towns, 
there toexpect new ſupplies from Thenſcira, with 
which it was reſolv'd, we ſhould attempt your de- 
liverance, and the recoveric of this Citie by open 
force. C/ytemneſtra went away to haſten up the ſup- 
plies which were reſerved for an extremitie, and we 
remained near Callira, whither we ſent our wound- 
ed women, and gave ord:r to recruit our troops 
with all imaginable diligence. My ſorrow for your 
being taken was ſo great, that I took no care to have 
a ſlight hurt or two dreſs'd, which I had received 
in the battel, but the entreaties of my fricnds having 
prevailed over my. will, I was conſtrain'd to ſuffer 
the remedies that were given me, and to conſent to 
the preſervation of a life, which I could not value 
without you ; and which I would not have kept, -if 
the hope of your libertie had forſaken me. I will not 
entertain you with our emploiments at that Town, 
and will onely tell you that after three weeks ſtay 
there, we heard that C/ytemneſtra, whoſe diligence 
was to be admired, was alreadie upon her march, 
and drawing near us with her ſupplies. This news 
rais'd our ſpirits, and we reſolv'd to advance boldly 
to this Citie, and periſhunder the walls of it, or pur- 
chaſe the libertic of our Queen with the price of our 
bloud. The day that our forces were augmented 
- by that addition, being entred alone into a wood, up- 
onthe edge whereof we were encamped, to entertain 
my humour, which your misfortune had made pen- 
ſive, and melancholie, when I had walked there a 
while, I heard one that followed me call H:ppolira, 
Hippolita | That voice made me ſtop, and turning 
toward that ſide where I had heard it, I ſawa,wo- 
man come a great pace after me, as ſhe drew nearer, 
me thought I knew her face, and when ſhe was with- 
inſucha diſtance, that I could diſcern her plainly, 
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and recall her features into my memorie, I knew her 


(ſhall Itell you Madam ?) I knew her to be the faineg 
and the generous Orithia, 

I could not hear this diſcourſe, and the name g 
Or:thia without an inward trembling, nor withoy 
interrupting Hippolira by crying out, O geds Hig. 
polita, Whatdo you tell me ? Itell you atruthy 
dam, ( anſwered H7ippotita ) &h ! Hippolita, ( fay 
| ) do not abuſe me, and believe that lam not ah 
to pardon ſuch a deceit. I deceive you not Madam 
( replied Hippolira ) and if you will have bu; 
minutes patience, this aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, tg 


give place to a more reaſonable one. Ah! Fippuiza 


( faid I ) ſuffer me to doubt of the truth of your te. 
port ; What? is Or:thia come back aniongſt us, when 
we leait expected her, and when ſhe was moſt x. 


ceſſarie to me? You ſhall hear the truth ( anſwered 


Fippelita ) if you will giveme leave to continueny 
rclation : Mike an end ( replyed I ) bur make y 
end preſent:y, for | am no longer ina condition t 


lend thee quiet attention, and thou haft ſo ſurprict; 
me, that I have ſcarce any fenſe, or underſtanding fi 


left. 


drawing my ſelf from her embraces, Ah ! Oriths 


: a_— F208 FERE ſelf ? yes ( anſwered Orents) _ l 
tis | my ſelf, andI know you to be too dear un fi 


my Princeſs, to believe, that you are now ignorat 
who Iam. Tis true Oronres( ſaid I ) I know you 


the Queen hath concealed nothing from me, and! 


am indeed the only bodie that can bcait of that a 
vantage, The Gods be praiſed, ( added Oronte;) 
tis with that belief I have ſought you out, and that 
have addreſſed my ſelfto you, before I ſhewedny 
ſelf to your companions, and tis upon the confidence 
I have 1n your goodneſs, that I cait my ſelf now nv 
your arms, that I may find ſome opportunitie bf 
your means, of doing my Princeſsſervice, or of dy 
ing for her, as I have alwaies liv'd for her : theGol 
have preſerv'd my life for that purpoſe, and haven 
ſuffered me to loſe it, knowing it might yct be uſe 
ful to her, to whomlT have given it entirely. But,0 
dear Hippolita, what may I hope for from you? wil 
you conſider me as anenemie after the deceit I have 
uſed, and after the owning of a ſex, againſt whi 
you have ſo great an averſion? or will you {till pre 
ſerve ſome remainder of that goodneſs to me, whett 
of I have received ſo many teltimonies ? I was mud 
troubled what anſwer I ſhould make, both by rea 
ſonI was aſhamed to be ſo eaſily reconciled to a mah 
and to promiſs him my aſſiſtance, after the marks 
you had ſhewn him of your anger, and by reaſcn 

my uncertaintie whether you would approve of whit 
I did ; but when I remembred your lait thoughts 

him, your ſorrow for his loſs, and the affection you 
really bore him; and when to that remembrance, 

added the conſideration of thoſe ſervices we might!& 
ceive from him in the deſign of procuring your libet 
ty, ata time when that valour, he had fo often a 
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I am not able Madam( purſued Hippolita) totel if 
you how much 1 was aſtoniſhed at ſo unexpeeda 
encounter, 1 was ſtruck dumb with wonder at tha 
ſight, and though 1 knew Or:irhia to be a man, | 
ſufkered her to embrace and kiſs me as ſhe had for 
merly done, without defending my ſelf 2gainft he 
expreſſions of kindneſs ; and I confeſs inoreovs, 
though your Majeftie may blame me for it, thal 
could not forbear to repay her a part of them; nor 
uſc her as that Or:zrhia, who had been ſo dcar to you, 
and to whom you had ſo great obligations. I was 
laſt ſomething aſhamed at my eaſineſs, and with. 
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0 your advantage, was ſo receſſarie for us ; I be- 
loved | ſhould not difſerve you, in keeping him a- 
mongſt us, by the hope of thoſe good offices | might 
= bis thought was the cauſe, that aſter I had been 
| long filent, Lat laſt replied ; I will never be againſt 
on Orontes, and though my knowledge of your ſex 


maight excuſe me, it I ſhould not do what you may 


defire from me; yet that of your vertue which make's 
youdear to the whole world, and that of your ar- 
| dent affection tothe Queen, whereof you ought to 
I give her proofs in a ſeaſon when ſhe hath ſo much 
© need of them, oblige me particularly to ſerve you 
{- Iwould it p'eaſed the Gods, we were 1n ſuch a cond1- 


© cionthat 1 might do it, but I hope we hall quickly | 


© beſoby your aſſitance, and my hopes are ſtrongly 
© raiſed by your return. You may continue among(t 
us, withthe ſame aſſurance as you aid before your 
# departure, you arc known tono creature here but 
Z me, and if you ſhew your ſelf to my Companions, 
© voſt will certainly be received by them as Orithia, 
E whoſe memory is very dear to them, and at whoſe 
= loſs they were ſo ſenſibly afflicted. Oronres having 
& return'd me ſuch thanks, as he thought due to the 
Z offers I made him, was willing to follow my counſel, 
* andafter many other diſcourſes, the length whereof 
* hinder's me from repeating them, we went together 
* intothe Camp. As ſoon as he appearcd there, the 
* firſt that knew his face, cried out that Orichia was 
F come again, and that report Bying from one to ano- 
© ther, was in a little time ſpread through the whole 
= Army. | 
= Wewentto Meral:ppa's tent, and ſhe recciv'd her 
= with demonſtrations of friendſhip, and reſpec, 
& which had never been rendred toany but to her, and 
= inſtantly after, all the principal women of the army, 


= running by troops to ſee her, received her as a God- 


deſs ſent from heaven for our aſſiitance, and for the 
fafetie of our Queen ; there was hardly one bur 
would needs kiſs her hand, and all cried out that their 
| Queen was now as good as at liberty, fince the Gods 
| hadreſtored Orithia to them; ſhe ſpent all that day 
in receiving welcoms and civilities, and after Cly- 
temneftra's arrival with her ſupplies, A7enalippa 
would have put the command of the armie into her 
hands, but Orichia refuſed it very modeſtly, and be- 
ng urged to it by the general entreaties, ſhe was 
| contented to ſhare it with her. Preſently they fel] 
# to confider what ſhould be attempted for your de- 
| liverance; Menalippa, Clytemneſtra, and my ſelf 
with all the reſt, were of opinion to beliege this 
Town, having already ſufficient forces to undertake 
it, and knowing that the ſupplies Neobarzanes ex- 
pected were not yet arrived, we believ'd this Town, 
| being ill fortified and ill provided, might be taken by 
force, before their coming, which according to the 
diſtance of places, could not be very ſudden. But 
| when Orithia had hearkned to our propoſitions ; I 
do not doubt (aid ſhe ) my valiant Companions, 
butthat you will ſucceſsfully perform what you ſhall 
undertake, and [ believe this Citie may be as ſoon 
taken as view'd, by perſons of ſo great courage ; 
but friends, you do not remember, that the Queen 
81 our enemies hands, and that when he ſee's him- 
ſelf brought to extremitie, he will expoſe her fir(t 
tothe fury of your arrows, either to ſave himſelf, 
and ſtop the courſe of your arms by that conſiderati- 
'0n, orto revenge h's loſſes upon a perſon whom we 
ſo dearly value. Ibeſcech you, let us think upon 


CASSANDRA 


' gots,and all neceſfaries for her deſign and having « 
| fully taken order for every thing, and viſited all her 


b 


13t 


her conſervation, and fince we have taken up armes 
for her alone,let us fave herfrom a deltruction, which 
the rage of that cruel man would make inevitable. 
We may more eaſily carry the Town by a ſurpriſe in 
the night, than by a formed ſiege, and we may 
march in the dark ſo ſecretly, and ſo warily, that we 
may be upon the walls, berore the enemies ſo much 
as ſuſpect it. It is hard for them to have any ſpies 
amonglt us, they have no women adventrous enough 
to take that employment, and *rwill be very difficult 
for mento conceal themſelves among{t our forces, if 
all the Officers take care to look exactly amongſt 
thoſe under their command ; by that order we ſhall 
be ſecure, I pray youlet it be obſerved, and let the 
care of this enterpriſe be left to me, who with the 
aſſiſtance of the Gods, and of your valour, pro- 
miſe you an infallible ſucceſs in it. All we that 
were of the Councel, approved Orithia's deſign, 
and admired her prudence, we inſtantly reſolv'd to 
follow it, andthe Othcers having received ſuch Or- 
ders carefully overlooked all the women they com- 
manded, whoſe faces were never ſo little unknown 
to them. After this precaution, amongft fifteen, or 
fixtcen thouſand, whereof ourarmy was compoſed, 
beſide thoſe we had left wounded at Callira, Orithia 
choſe out eight thouſand for the effecting of her en- 
terpriſe, leaving the reſt to ClyrermneFra with order 
not to ſet forward, till three dayes after our depar- 
ture. 

From the place where we were, we had four 
days march unto this Town, and Or:thia having in- | 


| formed her ſelf by thoſe who beſt knew the Coun- 


trey, in what places we-might lye conceal'd while 
we were upon the way, caus'd our little army to take 
victual for fix daies, leaving the reſt to the forces 
that followed us, and which were toarrive two days 
after us. She made proviſion of ladders, bruſh-fag- 
Cares 


ſelf in perſon, as ſoon as night was come, we bes 
gan to march, _ guided by women of the Coun- 
trey, who were perfectly acquainted with all the by- 
paſlages,andat break of daywe made a halt ina wood 
far from the high wayes, and on the edges of it we 
ſet forth Corps de Guard, to keep our ſelves from 
being diſcovered ; we reſted there all that day, and 
the night following continued our march, advancing - 
with the fame order, and the ſame diligence ; we 
madea ſtop again as ſoon as day appeared, and ſo 
marching onely by night, and ſeizing indifferently 
nponall perſons we met, we arrived near this Town, 
two hours within the fifth might; it was ncither very 
clear, nor very cloudy, but dark enough to favour 
our approach, and light enough to give us the means 
to know, and diſcern objects, as much as was ne- 
cefſary. When we were within a few furlongs of 
the Town, we met ſome ſcouts which the enemy had 
abroad, but they were ſo ſurpris'd by ours, who 
had prepared themſelves for that encounter, that it 
was impoſſible for them to get away, and carry 
news unto the Town, of our arrival. After they 
were all kild, or taken, and that Or:rkia by thoſe 
that eſcaped the fury of our women, had learned 
how the Town-guards were ordered, and how little 
care Neobarzanes's love had left him for the cenfer- 
vation of the place, ſhe divided the army into four 
bodies, giving the firſt to Aſena'ippa, the ſecond to 
Arethuſa, and the third to Amalthea, keeping the 


fourth her ſelf, with a deſign to ſtorm the COLO 
. our 
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four ſeveral places; ſenalippahad order togive the 


"allarm on her ſide, which was that we came in, to 


. 


draw the enemies thither, while Or:ithia took a com- 
paſs to fall on at her poſt, and while Amalthea, and 
Arethuſa drew off to the right, and left hand, -to 
make their aſſaults where they were appointed. 
You know that the ſituation of rhis Town, which ſhe 
had former!y taken her ſelf, was not unknown to 
her, and that ſhe was acquainted with all the ave- 
nues, and the weakeſt places ; for my part I deſired 
to fight near her, and leaving commands to them of 
riper years, I kept inſeparably with her. All 
things were executed as ſhe had given directions, 
Aenalippa came up boldly to the Town, and being 
preſently diſcovered by the ſentinels, gave a very 
hot allarm; faggots were inſtantly thrown into the 
moat, and ſome ladders clap to the Walls, which 
(as it was believed it would) made the greatelt part 
of the ſoldiers that were within run with all ſpeed un- 
tothat place: when enalippa had engaged them 
in fight, ſhe followed the order that had been given 
her, and knowing that place whither moit ot the 
enemies forces were drawn, would be too difficult 
to be entred,before the reit were aſſaulted, ſhe mana- 
ged the buſineſs diſcreetly, and contented her ſelf 
with holding them in play, and drawing them thither 
more and more, without running on headlong to no 
purpoſe. Inthe mean time we arrived at our poit, 
and Orithia cauſing the moat to be filled up in little 
time, and finding the curtine almoſt quite unmann'd 
ſhe ſet « ladder her ſelf, and ſcalled the walls with her 
ſword in her hand, as proud Capaxcis, that defpiſer 
of the Gods, and of their thunder, did at the ficce 
of Thebes, or as ambitious Briarews clim'd moun- 
tains heaped upon one another to defeat the Gods, 
We followed her with a reſolution little different 
from her, and endeavoured to imitate a valour, 
whereof in ſpite of darkneſs, ſhe gave us a thouſand 
proofs. The place where we fell on, was not ſo 
unfurniſhed of ſoldiers to defend it, but that we 
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found a ſtout reſiſtance ; yet Orithia's courage over- | 


came all difficulties, and after a combate obſtinately 
diſputed, many ladders beaten down under her, and 
a ſhowr of ſtones and arrows, ſuſtain'd upon her 
cask, and upon her ſheild, ſhe got to the top of the 
wall, and laying hold of one of the battlements 
threw her ſelf lightly up;then inſtantly by a cry of vi- 
Ctory, inviting us to follow her, ſhe itruck aterror 
into the hearts of our enemies, and preſently after 
ſent death amonglt them both by the blows of her 
ſword, and by the falls ſhe gave them, from the top 
of the walls into the ſtreet ; as ſoon as they ſaw her, 
accompanied with a ſmall number of us,theylo{t cou- 
rage, and leaping down themſelves, or flying away 
in diſorder, left the wa!l without defence, and gave 
the reſt of our women leiſure to get up without any 
oppoſition, within a ſhort ſpace all our Brigade was 
in the Town, and Orichia marching at the head of 
us all bloudy, led us to thoſe places, where there was 


yet any refitance, and charging the enemies inthe 


rear, carried utter deſtruction, and deſpair amongit 
them. Why ſhouldI keep you in a needleſs relati- 
on ? the victory was ours on all ſides, and ena- 
lippa having open'd her ſelf a way by our aſſiſtance, 
Amalthea, and Arethuſa found little oppoſition, 
and were quickly-gotten into the Town. Then it 
was, the ſtreets began to be overflowed with blood; 
and that our women glutted themſelves with the re- 


yenge they ſo cagerly had thirſted after. All the 


\ 


| E£cniſhed him for ever. 


men were put to the ſword, nor was it in Orithiq' 
power to ſave them from the fury of ou: Viragoes 
that was all her buſinefſe, when ſhe found the Re 
longer reſiſted, and though your intereſt had flirry 
up a.molt violent anger in her, the could not behj 
thoſe ſpeRacles of cruelty, without being touchy 
with much compaſſion, She enquired every whey 
for you, and promiſed pardon aloud, to whoſocye 
could bring her where you were ; no body hearken; 
t- her amidlt thoſe cries, that horror, and their fig 
apprehenſions, but coming to ſave the life of one why 
ſcem'd to be an Officer, Madam ( aid he) iny. 
tal of your goodneſs, I will do you a conſiderable ſer. 
vice! come preſently along with we, if you will Pre. 
vent the death of your Queen, whom deſperate Neg. 
barzanes zs gozng ro kill with bis own hands, if your 
not inſtantly to reſcue her, Orithia enraged asalj 
oneſs, at this news, followed the man, and pronj 
ſing him exccſſive rewards, if ſhe could fave you by 
his means, was ſpeedily guided to this houſe, ar 


gotinto your Chamber time enough, to do you aſe. 
vice ofthe ſame nature with thoſe you had alrexy [| 


received from her. 


Scarce did I give Hppo'ita leiſure to make an eni 
of this diſconrſe, but cried out, © O Gods ! Hin. 
« /;ta,what docit thou tell me ? was it Orontes thn, 
« to whoin lam yetonce more indebted for my lik, 
« was it O79ntes himſelf, whom I faw do fomay I 
<« worders for my ſafety, at tlie head of our women! 
© and wis it Orenres, who projected, manaped, 7, 
« *Twas even 0. 
' Eronres himiiclf (anſwered Hippolita ) nor hadhe i 
<« vaniſhed from your ſight without making himſell 
«known, but for fear of Ciſpleaſing you, after 
© the rigorous commands you had laid upon him; 
<belicvins, unfortunate man, that he had not done W# 
« enough tor the expiation of his crime; he came 
* only to fave you, not to preſent himſelf to you, 


<«< and executed this enterpriſe ? 


& and though your kind remorſe, and laſt inclinati 


*0ns were not unknown to him, he durſt not hazarl 
'© himſelf in that preſence from whence you had by 
How, Hippolita ( replyed 
| «<T extreamly moved) are. not my laſt inclination 
| unkzown rohim, and from whom did he learn them) 


« From me Madam ( anſwered ſhe coldly) to whom 
« you imparted them. © What, aid I, raifingmy 
<« voice with an angry tone) have you then toll 
« Orontes, my ſorrow for .his abſence, and theaf: 
<& feqtion which I really have born him fince his de- 
« parture? It istrue Madam ( anſwered /Zippolita) 
<« that Itold him all, to comfort him in his aMiction, 
« and to animate him in an enterpriſe upon which 
& your ſafety depended ; the fidelity of his love 
« touch'd me with a ſenſe of pity, and T believed! 
<« ought no longer to conceal his happineſs from him 
&« who gave vs life ſo liberally. I am not able, Sr, 
*torepreſent the trouble, theſe words produced in 
me, nor how much I was aſhamed to ſee my paſſion 
diſcovered. 

It was impoſſible for me to dilſemble it, and 
looking upon Hippolita with an angry eye, Ah: 
thou indiſcreet, and diſſoyal wench ( cried 1) is this 
the care thou halt of my reputation, and haſt thou 
made this uſe of a ſecret wherewith I ſo freely truſted 
thee ? haſt thou thus fixt an eternal reproach up 
my daies, and wilt thou make me bluſh for ever, 
for a fault which I diſcovered to none but thee alone? 
Ah! never hope for pardon from me, nor let hm 
for whom thou haſt diſhonoured me, ever expe&t 
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any, for the confuſion he makes me ſuffer by his im- 
radence ; this laſt ſervice might have obtain'd 1t, 
both for his diſobedicnce, and for his former faults; 
but my reputation, whereof thou halt been fo laviſh- 
ly prodigal, forbids ever to ſee him any more, who 
not content to have diſpleas'd me by his love, to 
have deceiv'd me by his diſguiſe, and to have difo- 
bey'd me by his return, hath known to my [hame 
that he had made me figh, that he had made me in 
| love, and that he had made me fooliſh: Ah! no 
| Hippolita, let him never come before me again z 
ifhe be innOCent of thy fauit, he 1s guilty of mine, 
and Iam reſolved yet once more to baniſh him; who 
to aggravatc all his crimes, hath Icarn'd from thy 
{ mouth, that1 lov'd him ; I had rather put my ſelf a- 
| gain into the condition from which he hath delivered 
me, then be obliged to ſee him, becauſe I am enga- 
&d to him for my life, go thy wayes therefore in- 
E diſcreet Hippolita, go and repair thy fault, by for- 
# bidding him to ſee me, and retolve eitner to free me 
© from his fight, or to abſent thy ſelf from mine for 
B over, I cnded theſe words, with ſo loud a voice, 
EZ thatthey were caſily to be heard into thenext Cham- 
* bers; and Hippolirz, who knewmy weakneſs, and 
: my firſt motions very well, ſeem'd but little moved 
# with them, and when ſhe had heard me patiently, 
ofa ſudden putting her handkerchief co her eyes, Ah ! 
E Madam, (faid ſhe) how lawfull is your anger ; and 
Z 'tis with agreat deal of juitice, the Gods have ta- 
Z kenaway this unfor:unate man fromyour reſentment, 
= 'tis well for him the deſtinies have call'd him hence, 
© ſinceaſter ſo many ſervices you prepared him ſo un: 
= worthy a recompence z be no longer offterded Ma- 
© dam, be no longer in choler again{t that unhappy 
& man; he is rather ina condition to draw tears from 
= you, than imprecations, and the death he hath new- 
& ly ſuffered for you, ſecures him from all your anger, 
E and ſatisfies you for for all the offences you have re- 
ceived from him. 

I was ſo troubled at this diſcourſe, that I could not 
permit the continuation of it, and turning ſuddenly 
toward Hippolita, How, (faidT) Heippolita, is 0- 
rontes dead ? He is, Madam, (anſwered Hippolita 
ſadly) and with my own eyes I faw him breath out 
| his life, of thoſe wounds he received for your deli- 
| verance; his bloud hath waſh'd away our common 
faults, and his laſt words were the fir{t he ſpake to 
me, to aſſure you that he died yours, and that he 
died with glory , and ſatisfaction , fince he was 
ſo happy as to dic for you. Theſe words went fo 
near me, that I loft both ſenſe and knowledge ; and 
| my ſtrength forſaking me, I remain'd cold, andin 
alwounin Hippolita's arms, ſhe would not call in 
help, but runniug to water that ſtood in my chamber, 
threw ſo much of it in my face, that ſhe fetch'd my 
ſpirits again; no ſooner did I open my eyes, and my 
mouth, but I employed them in tears, and cries ; 
| and not believing my ſelf longer inan eſtate to di- 
ſemble my grief, or rather my deſpair, I did all the 
actions, and ſpoke all the words that could be cx- 
rnd from thoſe who are moſt deeply touch'd with 
it, 

Dear Orontes (cri&d Ig art thou dead then? and 
doth this wretched woman, who is indebted to thee 
for twolives, ſurvive thy death ?- Haſt thou yeilded 
up that faithful ſoul, which my ingratitude was not 
ableto repulſe from an affeCtion I had fo little deſer- 
ved? anddidft thou return from thoſe places whither 
my cruelty had confined thee, to accompany the 
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life thou regaveſt me, with the loſs of thine own ? 
Ah cruel ! if there were a neceſſitie of thy dying 

j 22 
why diedlt thou not far from hence, and of ſome 
death unknown to me ? and why cameſt thou, to 
open thoſe wounds again, by this laſt effect of thy 
love, whichtime had alreadie half cloſed up? I had 
ſuffered enough for thee before, and yet wouldeſt 
thou aggravate my ſorrows by the laſt my heart was 
capable to feel? Yes, dear Orontes, this ſhall be 
the lat of all my aMflictions, and if by my ingratitude 
| have made my ſelf unworthie of thy love, I will 
te:tifie to thee by my death, that I am not inſenſible 
of that affection , wherewith thou mai'ſt lawfully 
upbraid me, I accompanied theſe words with ſo 
many fi; hs, that one muſt have been extream hard- 
hearted, not to be moved with ſome compaſſion ; 
bug H:ppolita uſed reproaches to me, in {tead of 
conſolations, and abuſing the affeEtion I bore her, 
You are to blame, Madam, ( ſaid ſhe ) to afflict 
your ſelf for a thing you had before decreed, and 
wher. of the Gods have ſav'd you the labour ; 'tis 
much better that O-0:es died of his wounds, than if 
you had kild him your ſeif, after this laſt ſervice he 
hath done you ; a ſecond baniſhment would certain- 
ly have been his death ; you areat leaſt exempt from 
thoſe complaints, which you mult juſtly have ex- 
pected from him, and-you ought not to bewail the 
lofs of that, . which perchance you would refuſe 
yet, if the Gods would reſtore it you. 

I took theſe words very ill from H:ppolita, and 
looking fidewaies upon her, Cruell girl ( ſaid I) re- 
new not my ſorrows by thy reproaches; and fince 
thou givett me my death by a recitall, which thou 
mic ht'it have diſguiſed from me, prepare thy ſelf to 
ſee me part from thee for ever; thou couldeit have 
concealed, not only Opithia*s death, but even her re- 
turn alſo, if thou hadit been ſo minded; but ſince 
thou wert wiling--her death ſhould be known to me, 
thou oughte!'t Iikewiſe to be willing I ſhould accom- 
panic her to her grave; never ſpeak word to me 
therefore of conſolation, but repreſent my ingrati- 
tude to me, if thou canit, ina blacker, and. more 
hidcous form ; to make my dcath the more ſorrow- 
ful, and the more painful. <ince Oronres is dead, I 
make this lalt true confeſſion, that I lov'd him, and 
yet love his memorie, more than my ſelf, and though 
thy indeſcretion made me ſomething diſpleas'd with 
him his la ft ſervices, and my own inclination were 
able to have reconciled me, and I ſhould without 
doubt have pardoned all, to my dear deliverer, to 
my dear Or:thia, or rather to that dearer half of my 
own heart. Pardon her then Madam ( ſaid a voice 
which I heard at my bea's head )) pardon this happie 
Orithia, who deſpiſe's all other wounds, ſince ſhe 
can dic of nothing but of love. 

Theſe words and the tone of the voice that ſpake _ 
them,made me caſt my cies toward the place whence 
they came, andturning about I ſaw Orirh42 upon her 
knees, cloſe by the other fide of my bed. At this 
ſecond ſurpriſe I was almolt like to have fainted,” as 
I kad done at the former, and I was inſtantly afſault- 
ed with ſuch different motions, thatl remain'J in a 
manner void of under{tanding. I was as ſenſible of 
joy for Orontes his life, as it was (it in reafon I ſhould 
be, but I was ſo vext to have been io malicioully 
deceived by Hppolitz, and fo out of countenance, 
for havins ſo openly declared a paſſion fo full cf vio- 
lence, to Ororres, that my ſhame and arfger wanted 
rot much of cquailing my ſatisfagtion; I was FO or 

rares 


three ſeverall times ready to break forth into indig- 
nation, both againit Ororres, andagainit Hippelita, 
| to puniſh their laſt deceits, by an eternal baniſhment, 
and my own imprudence by the mot ſenſible diſplec- 
ſure I could poſſibly receive. My mouth was open 
to pronounce that lait ſentence to Orontes, but my 
indlirktioh, ſtrengthen'd by the laſt ſervice he had 
rendred me, was too powerful to ſuffer it, and being 
likewiſe too weak to overcome my ſhame, and to 
declare my ſelf more openly, I continued in theſe 
terms, and thoſe two paſſions being equally ſuſpend- 
ed, kept meirreſolute, ſilent and immoveable, In 
the interim Cronres being {till upon his knees, and 
not daring to lift up his cies towards my face, made 
an end of overcoming me by his words. 

1Tcomenot, Madam ( ſaid he ) to draw any advan- 
tage from a confeſſion you have made in favour, of 
me:beſides,that that happineſs was above my hopes, 
I have made my ſelf unworthic, of it by my deceits, 
and by my diſobedience; but my deceits have not 
wanted puniſhment, though they might jultly have 
been exempted, becauſe they wanted not excuſe ; 
nor is my diſobedience without ſome pre:tcnce, fince 
that I might not fail in performing the command 
wherewith you forbad me ever to ſe you again upon 
your territorics, I have ſiaid till you were upon your 
enemies, before | preſented my ſelf unto you; nor 
that I am innocent, Madam, I confeſs I am truely 
Suiltie, ſince I have offended you ſo many waies, 
and my ſervices are too highly rewarded by thoſe 
tears, which the opinion of my death hath drawn 
from your fair eyes, all my blood is not of ſufficient 
value to repay them; and a thouſand lives, if the 
Gods had given me ſo many, could not acquit me of 
any partof ſo high an obligation ; I come to ſubmit 
the remainder of that one | have, to the remainder 
of your diſpleaſure I come to lay at your feet that 
life which ſhat] never be but yours, and I will leave 
it there for your ſatisfaction ; rather than languiſh it 
out in abſence from you : Envie me not the felicitic 
the gods have granted me, and he not angrie, that 
from the mouth of H#ippolirs; and from your own, I 
tave learn'd that you have had ſome ſenſe of my mis- 
ſortunes; *tis a happineſs, which onely your good- 
neſs, and the puritie of my affection could procure 
me, but 'tis alſo a happineſs, whereof I will never 
make my ſelf unworthie by my actions, and which 
I will receive as a mercie which I had neither de- 
ſerv*d nor pretended to. He ſaid a great deal more, 
and I gave him leiſure enough, being in a confuſion, 
which made me unable to replie, and which ſcarce 
would ſuffer me to look upon him ; I floated a long 
time very much unreſolv'd, and was in a conflict be- 
tween love and ſhame, which did not trouble me a 
| little, and which put Orozres, intono ſmall perplexi- 
tie; butalas ! I had ſo great an inclinat on to him, 
he had ſo many waies obliged me, and accompanied 
his words with ſuch a grace,that at la(t I delivered up 
my arms, and putting forth my hand to him, with a 
bluſh which baſhfulneſs caſt upon my face, You 
have got the victorie Orontes ( ſaid I ) but abuſe not 
your conquelt, and ſpare my mouth a more ample 
confeſſion. Gratitude, pitic, and even my inclination, 
forc'd theſe words from me ; but I was ſo out of 
countenance when I had ſpoken them, that not hav- 
ing the confidence to look upon him, I turn'd my 
head on the other ſide, while Or-oztes, raviſh'd with 
his fortune, imprinted a thouſand kiſſes upon my 
hand which I had given him, and by words full of 
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rapture, expreſſed the violence of his paſſion ;- hiz1þ 
could not ſettle my ſelf, nor digeſt the fault whigf! 
committed, and notwithitanding the joy which 
recoveric, and his conitancie caus'd in me, when 
remembred that it was a man, to whom [I Srante 
that advantage; I who above all other women hy 
particular reaſons to hate them, who ought to hay 
fled from them by the example of all my predces 
ſors, and who could not ſuffer them without the yg 
lation of our laws, and the loſs of my Dominigr; 
or without quitting the reſolution Thad taken to & 
empt my ſelf from the immodeitie of our cuſtoms 
I was in ſuch a perplexitie, and confuſion as you G 
hardly imagine. In the end I made an attempty 
overcome my ſhame, and to get out of that deeps 
baſhment; and while Oronres upon his knees ©, 
tinued to make proteltations of an eternal fidelite 
with more tranſport than coherence in his diſcourk 
I turn'd towards him, and pulling back my han 
which I had let him hold till then, I ſpoke to him 
this manner, I know not Oroztes, which way! 
ſhould carrie my ſelf to you ;” nor in what terms [cuff 

declare the condition of my ſoul, 

After what you have heard form my own mout 
Icanno longer ſay youare indifferent to me; but 
this accident, and 7:ppolita's indiſcretion, had wi 
laid open my thoughts, you ſt ould never have kron{ 
them ; and if my ſenſe of the obligations I have vi 
you, had not been as powerfull in my heart, as m| 
inclination, I ſhould never have conſented to ſee you 
aſter your knowledge of my weakneſs; it is noi 
but too much diſcovered to you. and I would it plex 
the Gods, that with the power I had over my elite 
fore, I had loſt a life which I canno longer preſeref® 
in its firſt eſtate, and in its firſt innccence ; not the 
this aflcCtion, wherewith I recompence the cf 
of yours, and which I can no more difiemble, hat 
any thing init impurc, or unbeſccming an ordinatk 
vertue ; but yet it is vcrie fauitie , ſince it ove 
throw's our laws, croſſe's the laſt commands of ti 
Qucen my Mother; and in ſhort, reduce's met 
ſuch terms, that I neither know what I ought tod 
nor what will become of me. The Gcds. who har 
ſuffercd the birth of it, ſhall, if they pleaſe, tak 
that care of its progreſs, which I give over to then 
and wilt acknowledge , ſince they are al] juſt al 
clear- ſighted, that I cannot keep to the ſirictneb0 
our laws, without offending more natural, and mot 
ancient ones, which they have cftabliſhed among 
us nor beanexact Amazon, without being an unſe 
ſible and an ungrateful woman. I defire you alſo Or 
tes, to conſider it, and to be ſo careful not to maked 
ill uſeof the fault you cauſe me to commit, that new 
may have any occaſion to repent it, Iendedthet 
wordswith ſo much confuſion;that Iſcarce knewwls 
I did, and Orontes received them with ſo great ſhol 
of joy, that of a long time he was not able to anſue 
me otherwiſe, than in that confuſed language whett 
with he had alteadie cntertained me, and which gat 
me a fuller aſſurance of his paſſion, than the mol 
eloquent expreſſions could have done; but when 
had a little recover'd that firſt inward trouble, i 
ſpoke to me on this mFin@. The Gods are m) 
witneſſes, Madam, that I arrive this day at that ſt 
preme degree of happineſs, wich I never propcſc 
unto my ſelf as other, than a prize above any reaſon 
able hope, and that I would not change a part of 8 
fortune for all the advantages of theirs ; and I cot 


jure them alſo to throw me down headlong from 
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to which your goodneſs raiſes me, 1tfince [ 
hononr to ſerve you, 1 cver cheriſh d, or 
' onfidered MY life, for any OLACr any" then ps 
cauſe 7twas Yours, and jt ever _ Cars, or dit: 
6culties have alienated mY thoughts from you for a 
nt. 
fortunes, E alwayes looked _ an o—_ 
' Iv Divinity, and as my Divinity juſtly provoxe oy 
wrath, and | con{ider you NOW as her who equally 
ſhew's both the power and the goodneſs of that Di- 
vine nature. Continue therefore to be al. $009; as 
ou ſhall ever be al! powerful, and if you think you 
are guilty of any fault in having abated your ſelf ro a 
>rſon ſo little worthy of your aftection, think alſo 
that if any excels be pardonable, tis that of good- 
nefſes ; from that alone will I recerve all your favors, 
and not from an acknowledgment to which You 
are not obliged toward him, whoſe ſervices were all 
required, by the glory of having done you them. 

I conſidet with you the greatneſs of what you have 

done for me, and the obutacles the heavens oppoſe 
againt my higheit happineſs; but lince they have 
hitherto favour'd me with ſuch extraordinary mercies 
they will likewiſe aſſi't me to the end, and | from 
them hope for a concluſion of my love, as fortunate 
asthe beginaings of it have been wonderful; be but 
you pleas'd, Madam, not to oppoſe what they 
ſul do for me, (provided neither your vertue nor 
your dignity be engagcd)and ſufier me to live with 
you as Orithir, til they ſhall produce cccaſtons 
whereby I may hope for a final change of my condi- 
tion; | wil] live near you with all the reſpe&t Orontes 
ow's unto Thale ris, from which, Or:izhia by your 
conſent ha's ſometimes been excuſed, and briefly I 
will remember I am O7oztes, that | may no lonzer 
pretend to thoſe favours which you heretofore 
granted to Orithia, Orontes made an end of theſe 
words without ſtirrins from the po:ture in which he 
had ſtill continued, and I found in the.n ſo much love, 
ſo much reſpe&, and ( if Idare ſay fo ) ſo much 
| juſtice, that [ could refuſe him nothing he demand- 
ed, Iſhould be roo tedious in my itory, if I ſhould 
repeat all our diſcourſes upon that ſubject, the whole 
morning was ſpent in them, and at laſt | conſented 
he ſhould ſtay with me under the habit of Or:cha, 
fince hisage might yet ſufter him for ſome time, up- 
on condition he ſhould content himſelf with ſeeing 
me, and talking with me, without hoping for great- 
er favours. Afﬀtcr this permiſſion, he appeared 
ſo well ſatisfied, that he could hardly contain his 
joy, and having endeavourcd to expreſsit a thouſand 
wayes, he begg'd my pardon for the deceit of /Jip- 
polita; 1 was no longer able to refuſe it him, but 
granted it, after a gentle reproof. When we had 
converſed a great while, I defired that Ororres, 
inſtead of the feigned adventures. he formerly had 
told me, would then relate the truth of thoſe that 
had befallen him, as well before our acquaintance, 
as ſince our ſeparation. As ſoon as 1 expreſſed 
that curioſitie, he was ready to obey me, and fitting 
down by my bed- ſide, began thus : 

L ſhall not need to tell you again Madam, that my 
nameis Orontes, and thatl am Prince of the 2«ſſe- 
geres, and Nephew to the King of Scyrhia, upon 
whom that Province depends, You know theſe 
truths already ; and concerning my birth, I have 
nothing moreto inform you; Neither will I enlarge 


my ſelf in the particulars of my infancy, which are. 


notatall conſiderable, and whercof the recital would 
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| be troubleſome and impertinent ; I vill only ſay 


Both in my firit felicities, and in my lat. 
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that | was bred upin the Court of the King my Un- 
cle, with his ſon Or790zdates, a young Prince whom 
the heavens have endowed with ail the advan- 
tageous qualities they can beitow , and who (if 
the effect wnſwer to thoſe hopes he hath already gi- 
ven, andto the beginnings of his life) muſt needs 
be now one of the molt accompliſhed mcn upon the 
earth, | was conitantly with him all the time I liv- 
edamionsg the Scyrh:ans, and having been an inſepa- 
rable companion in all his exerciſes, I was ſo like- 
wiſe of his firtt ations; and was ſo happy as to re. 
—k the proots of his friendſhipI could deſire; 
to ſayTne truth, | bote him ſuch an aftection as would 
not ſuffer me to part from him, ant having no father 
whoſe authority could recall me from the Cou:t of 
the King my Uncle, 1 there ſpent my younzer years 
with a great deal of pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and 
was not yet ſixteen, when the King having raiſed a 
mighty atmytogo agiintt D.zrizz, who had paſs'd 
the Araxs with two hundred thouſand men, took 
his Sonalong with him ia that expedition ; I was too 
tiruily tyed to him, andalready too emul: us of glo- 
ry, to ttay behind at /fedoa while he went to the 
wars, wherefore Idcparted with the whole Court, 
and the King putting me (as young as I was) atthe 
head of the Forces of my Countrey, gave me leave 
to begin my apprentiſhip under him.I will not relate 
the particul:rs of that war, there were two battels 
given, whereof the advantage was uncertain, and 
the loſs exceecing great on both ſides ; There paſs'd 
many encounters, and many skiriniſhes. and in thoſe 
occaſions 0ro5ndares and T made our firſt efſaies; for 
his part he did things whoſe memory {till lat's, and 
will for ever among the Scythians; and I may ſay 
without vanity, that in my beginnings | had ſucceſs 
enough, and gain'd ſome reputation, © In the end 
Darius,weakned by the decay of his forces, which 
were waſted by fightinzand by ſickneſs, repaſs'd the 
Araxis over many bridges of boats which he cauſed 
to be provided, and King A7atheus gave order we 
ſhould paſs irafter him,and make the ſeat of the war 
in his territortes. I was one of the forwardeſt to 0- 
bey him, and marching at the head of my troops, 1 
engaged my ſelf with them. in that paſſage, where L 
falfered (as it hath ſince proved) a happy ſhipwrack, 
and died 1n the opinion of all thoſe that knew me. 
Scarce had I croſs'd part of the river, when the 
boats whereof our bridge was compos'd, being 
broak looſe from one anther, the planks ſunk un- 
derus, and the foremoſt of my men fell with me 
intothe ſtream, which as I believe devoured a great 
many of them, The weight of my arms, though 
they were-not very heavy, carried me tothe bot-. 
tom, and withina while after, the force of the wa- 
ter brought me up again ; had lear'd: to ſwim 
from my childhood, an4 endeavoured to. make uſe 
of that skill to ſave my ſelf. It fortun'd that] was 
arm'd that day rather for ſhew and ealineſs, than ſer- 
vice ; and ſcorning arms of better proof, I had on- 
ly alittle Morion ſet with ſlones, and a thin back 
and brealt enrich'd on the fame faſhion; that light- 
neſs of my arms was a great helpto my ſafety, and 
though they were heavy enough to trouble /& hinder 
me very muchin my ſwiming,yet did they not drown 
mezas without gqueition thoſe would have done which 
I wore commonly upon ſervice. I no ſooner ſaw my 
ſelf above water, but intantly imployed theſſtreneth 
of my arms, and of my breath, to reach the near- 
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eſt bank; but the river was ſo broad,and ſo rapid,that 
after having vainly attempted it, 1 loit the hope of get- 


ting thither, and feeling my ſtrength and my breath , 


fail me, ſo that I wasnot able tojtruggle againſt the 
violence ofthe waves, I ſufferd my ſelfto be carried 
away by the current without reſiſtance, & ſwam with 
more eaſe,but with leſs hope of ſafcty;aſterl had ſtri- 
vena while longer for my life, my arms were ſo tt- 
red, that they refuſed me their afliſtance, and the 
heavineſs of my wet clothes and of my armour, be- 
ing no longer ſupportable, ſunk me often to the 
bottom, and made me ſwallow a great deal of water. 
E had nevertheleſs this happineſs that my ſenſes for- 
ſook me not in that extremity ; and being at that 
time exempt from all thoſe paſſions that can make 
one hate, or deſpiſe his life, I had no other thought 
but how I might ſave mine. I wasalready in deſpair 
of it, and was hardly able to ſtir any longer, when 
[ was juſtled by ſomething that beat me under wa- 
ter, and preſently after coming up again, and caſt- 
ing my arms on every fide, I met witha piece of 
wood, which 1 catch'd at with all the ſtrength I had 
left, and joyning my right hand to my left, rather 
through inftin&t than reaſon, Ilaid hold of the edge 
of a board, and by that help got my head and ſhoul- 
ders out of the water. Though that I had drunk in 
had taken away part of my underſtanding, yet hadI 
ſo much {till as to obſerve I held by one vf the boats 
of the Bridge,which being untied from the reſt, was 
carried down the ſtream ; I hung faſt upon the edge 
of it a long while, not having ſtrength enough to get 
into it, but whenT had reſted a while in that polture, 
and recovered breath, I madea ſhift to raiſe my ſelf 
a little, and recalling all the vigorl had left, Tefcap- 
ed out of the water, and got into the boat ; as ſoon 
as I was there, not being able ſo muchas to ftand up- 
on my legs, I layallalong, and giving my ſelf over 
to the condutt of the gods and to the current of the 
River, I began to take breath after my long ſirug- 
gling, and to caſt up part of the water I had ſwal- 
lowed ; within a little after, it grew night, and that 
hindred me from ſeeing the banks, or the way I 
went. 

The River being very impetuous carried me away 
exceeding ſwiftly, and having neither oar to row 
unto the ſide, nor ſtrength to make uſe of it, though 
I would have had one, I was n-ceſfitated to let it fol- 
low the courſe of the ſtream, at the pleaſure of my 
deſtiny, till the return of day, and of my ſtrength; 
I was ſoextreamly weaken'd that a good part of the 
night was ſpent before I was able to ſtand upon my 
feet ; but befides my wearineſs, I ſuffer'd very much 
in many other reſpects, the wetneſs and coldneſs of 
my clothes, which I was fain to endure all the night, 
together with exceſſive pains in my head anJ 
my ſtomach, caus'd by the water which was got in- 
fo my bellie, and which I could not well gct up a- 
gain, brought me to faintings, wherein I was like 
fo have died for want of help. In the mean time the 
boat went down very faſt, and the night was not 

uite ſpent, beforeI was above fix hundred furlongs 
rom the place where I fell in. Art laſt the day ap- 
peared, and with it my hopes returned, and ſome 


part of my ſtrength, I ſat up, and looking about to- | 


ward the banks on both ſides, could ſee no body ; [ 


longer, and in the end I perceived the fmoke of a 


few chimnies, and caſting my eyes towards the ſhore 


on the ſide of Perſia, I ſaw certain men walking ; 
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clear, they eaſily diſcovered my boat ; I got up wit | 
much ado, and judging I was too far off to be hear 
beſides that the noiſe of the waves would not Calle 
my voice to reach to the bank, I lift up my hang 
highas I could, and then bringing them down again 
with a beſceching action, I continued a lons time 
begging help from them by ſigns. Inthe end the 
underitood them, and two men getting into a littl 
boat, which was ticd to thcir bank, began ty come 
ſtraight toward me; as they drew nearer .] redoy. 
bled my ſigns, and though I was carried down yer 
ſwiftly, they rowed fo hard that they quicklie owe. 
took me; They laid hold of my boat, and taking me 
into theirs, turned back to the ſhore from Whence 
they came - we there found a venerable olq may, 
who judging by my habit that I was of qualitie, re. 
ceiving me with a great deal of reſpect, and afeg. 
on; I witha few words in their language, which] 
ſpoke reaſonably well, gave him thanks for the . 
ligation I had to them, and promiſed them allth 
requital they could expect from a grateful perſon: 
but the old man who was unwilling to oblige me b 
the halves, ſeeing me benumm d with cold, and thx 


F 


I was hardly able to ſtand, caus'd the two menyly 


had brought me to land,to take me under the arms & 


lead me to his houſe, which was not above a hundre; 


paces from the place where: we were. 


, I was preſently gotten to bed, and the goodoli 


man having obſerv'd the richneſs of my arms, cauſe] 


them to be carciullylock'd upin my chamber for fea 
the tones that were ſet in them, {ſhould tempt ſone 
of nis ſervants; when I was in bed he felt my pull, 
anifound me ina violent fever, and though 1 ws 
of a reaſonable ſtrong conſtitution, I had laboured 
ſo cxtreamly to ſave my ſelf, and had ſuffered bv ME 
much »y being cold and wet all night, that I think 
it not ſtrange if my health was thereby inpairei, 
My charitable friend ſent to the next Town, for 
Phyſicians to undertake my cure, and aſſured me 
that he would be as careful of ine himſelf, asifl 
The effects were anſwerable | 
his promiſes, anqduringall my ſickneſs, which ws 


vere his own fon, 


long and dangerous, 1 was waited upon as if Ih 
becn in my own houſe, and amongit my moſtdl- 
fetionate kindred ; The good old man viſited ne 
as often as I could admit him without inconveniency; 
& he gave me his aſſiſtance ſo ctvilly 8 ſo courteous 
ly,that I ſhall never forget ſuch powerful obligation, 

He was a wan of no inconſiderable quality, wi 
having ſpent his youth in the war, with much eſtcen 
and reputation; was in his age retired to that houſe, 


the ſituation and building whereof was very ple | 


ſant, and wherein he liv'd ſo quietly, that he ſcare 
ly heard ſo much as the noiſe of arms ; his diſcretian 
was ſuch that he never ask'd me my name nor ny 
country, and I made no great haſte ro tell him them, 
fearins he would fall off from his affetion and good 
uſage, when he {hould once know me ro be an ete- 
my to his Nativn. This doubt kept me from ſend: 
ing my own party word what was kecome of me, 
not having any body whom I dur{t truſt with ſucha 
meſſage, and I reſolv'd to {tay there til} ] were rec 
vered, without ſaying any thing, ſince the Gods tio 


| made me fall into the hands of ſo charitable pe 
was carried away in the fame manner above an hour | 


ſons. 1 will not hold you, Madam, in the tediow 
relation of my ſickneſs, nor how, I paſſed my ume 
while it forc'd meto keepmy bed ; all my thought 
which fince have nobly charg'd their nature, wt 

the 
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bent upon nothing but the recovery of my 
[ will only teil you, that I kept my bed a 
ecks, and that of a month a'rer | was not 
able to get on horſeback, nor to endure the hardfhip 
of a journey. As ſoon as [ began to walk about my 
chamber, mY Landlord, whole name was Araspes, 
often afforded me his company, and being of a gen- 
tle converſation, ne made me paſs many daies dc- 
lightfully enough, Alchough he enquired but little 
IT the armies, YCT oeing but a ſmall dates journey 
from them, and having two fons there, he often 
teard news from thence; | had bzen almo.t two 
months in his houſe, when he told me the Scyrhrar 
army was repaſſing the Arav:5, to return home, and 
that the Perſtans were retiring alſo, This news 
troubled me very much, ſeeing uny felf left behind 
alone in a ſtrange countrey, and that within eur e- 
neinies doininions ; but 1 was comtorted by my 
knowledge of Arasp2s his vertue, whom I bciev'd 
ſo generous;that he would not alter his former uſage, 
though he ſhould come to know me, When I was 
able to leave my chamber, he carricd m2 up and 
down his houſe, the lodgings whereof were very 
fair, and the ſymmetrie sKiltu'ly compo'ed. One 
day, which I ought to ca!l the firit of iny life, though 
it was the fir!t of my pai:is, and of thoſe happy ſuF- 
ferings for watch Inow ſee my felt {> gloriouſly re- 
warded, the good old .4r7a5pes led me into a gallery 
beautified with divers pictures, attcr having viewed 
many rare ones that huag on the one fide. we turn d 
tothe other, where were the pictures of certain wo- 
men drawn by the lifc, which preſently attracted 
my ſight, and admiration; 1 asxed Araspcs the 
names of thoſe fair Ladies ; you may fee them ail at 
the bottom of their pictures, -( faid ke) and to in- 

form you how they came into my hands, know that 
I have a ſon in Darizs his Army, who hath done no- 
thing but travel from his ch4ld-hood ; there are f:w 
Provinces in the world, which his curiofity hat! 

not made him viſit, and becauſe that among ſume of 
thoſe qualities the gods have given him, he is rcaſon- 
able go04 at painting, he takes care to draw the 
pictures of the fairceit, and moi!t conſtlerable La- 
dics of thoſe places where he made any itay ; and 
of thoſe whoſe pictures he could not take himſelf, 
he found means to get them of the moit excvllent 
painters in their ſeveral countries, an at his re- 

turn he dreſs'd up this gallery with them as you 
ee. 

This Diſcourſe invited me to look more intentively 
upon thefaces of thofe eminent perſons, and caiting 
my eyes upon the meaneit, I ſaw a kady full of Ma- 
jelty, and in whom, notwith{tanding the number cf 
her ycars, one might obſerve remainders of an 
excellent beauty, ant underneath Sy/ſigambis Queen 
of Perſia, From that venerable perſon I turn'd un- 
to the next; in whoſe face I found a great deal of 
handſomeneſs, and an extraordinary ſweetneſs, by 
the reading of her name,l found it was Stari-a Onecn 
of Perſia, wife to Darius, A little below theſe two 
Queens, I looked upon two faces, whoſe beauties 
vere as different as brown and fair can be, yet in 

that difference agrecd to appear equally the Maſter- 
pleces of the Gods, who never formed any thing ful- 
lerof perfection, and if the Painter flatter'd them nor, 
was neceſſary to confeſs that Natnre had ſet forth all 
her skill in the makins of thoſe two admirable {tru- 
Cures; I was not fo far dazled with the ſight of them 
but that I read their names, and faw they were 


then 
health ; 
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theſe I ſaw Parſina the Daughter of Artabaſin, Rex- 
ana the Daughter of Cohortanus, and Aſpaſia tix 
Danghter of King Occhis, and a preat. many 0- 
ther Perſian Ladies, Ara'pes and his fon had pla- 
ced thoſe of their own country firlt,and next to them 
i ſaw a Lady whoſe itately preſence, and ſparkling 
eyes witnelled the ambition of her mind, and the vi- 
vacity of her wit, it was Ol:z1p6.25 Queen of Mace- 
donia, and by her Cleopatra her rival and Miftriſs to 
King /h:lip the father of .4/:xander, When I had 
con/idered the countenances of theſe Ladies, I beheld 
two whom I initantly knew, and whom the Painter 
had very juſtly rank'd among the faireft of all the 
woril, they were Berenice Princeſs of Scythia, and 
Straton:ice Princeſs of the Tſedons] was much pleas'd 


with the ſight. of a perſon to whom I had the honour 


to be very near, and looking heedfully upon her, 1 
judged by the reſemblance cf that picture to thetrue 
Berence, that the Painter was excellent in his art, 
and that without queition te had made the re't very 
Iize, who were unknown to me. After theſe I ſaw 

Adz Queen of Carta, and Cleapha Princeſs of the 

Aifſegres, and truly I obſerved in thoſe two Prin- 

cciles all the features of an exact beauty ; but I fixt 

my cye more earneſtly upon the face of a woman 

arm'd at ail points,and who difcoverins onely a part 

of it through the beaver of her Cask which was fer 

up, fhew'd me all the lineaments of a pleafing fierce- 

neſs, and ofa look able to imprint both fear and re- 

The- extraorCinarie faſhion of her habic, 

CAUIca all ImpaAtence in ime to know her name, wiich 

I i1w tobe Afirorbea, Queen of the Amazoui, after 

I had read that, 1 kept my ctes e while upon her ; 

but, Oxods! ſcarce hadirtaken them off, when I] 

cat them upon the picture of my divine Thaleftris ; 
your age ſecm'd not to be above thirteen, or four- 

een, and yet you were arm'd as the Queen your 

Motier, 'except your head, which was quite unco- 

verel, and whoſe fair hatr hung downin long treſles 

upon Your ſhoulders, and ſo to the bottom of vour 

coat of Arms, : 

Oae of your hanls was laid upon a table, where 
your helmet itood, and in the other you held a. dart, 
tne point whereof re!ted upon one of your feet : I 
will not tell you what my thoughts were of youat 
that time, being you are not ignorant what they have 
been fince, nor will I deſcribe the beauty I iound 
ina picture, whereof by the favour of the gods, and 
by your goodneſs, I may contemplate, and admire 
the Orizinal ; but will unfeignedly affure you, that 
from that very moment I began to be yours, and to 
frame dcfigns to ſerve you: all the other beauties, 
though they had drawn my admiration, had not yet 
won my affection; and I looked upon them with an 
indifference, which I could no longer keep, when I 
beheld you: *Tis true my paſſion ſettled not it ſelfin 
my heart with violence at the firſt, nor do | beiicve: 
picture able to beget love ſo powerfully, but in eiteCt 
I in my opinion prefcrr'd you far before all the ret, 
and I thought ] ſhould be moſt happie, if I couid and 
the occaſions to ſee you, and ferve vou. Fad often 
heard talk of your cuſtorns, -and judging that a man 
could not introduce himſclt amonglt you without 
much danger, and diftcultiz, 1 dehred to know of 
Arasþes which way his fon had gotten your pictures, 
ſince men were fo' ftricily forbidoen to enter into 
your territories, Tor all that, -anſfwered Ar «fps, 
this ventrous boy hived many menits an 
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Where his youth, and a womans habit, wherewith 
he was diſguiſed, made him paſs for one of their ſex, 
and gave him all the facilitie he could defire to ſa- 
tisfie his fooliſh curioſitie, Araſpes had no ſooner 
ſaid thus tome, but I preſently formed a confuſed, 
unſettled deſign of what Iafter executed, and when I 
dad diſcourſed a while longer with him, of what he 
had learn'd from his ſon, concerning your cuitoms 
and the ſeverity of your laws, I rctired into my 
chamber. 

After that time I ſaw that lovely picture every 
day, and when I was from it, the remembrance of 
that objec troubled my mind, and cauſed ſome dil- 
quietneſs in me, I refijted a long while, and endea- 
voured by divers arguments to. oppoſe the birth of 
my affection, but either the force of my deltinie, or 
the fancie ofmy youth carricd it again(t the confide- 
ration of all difficulties ; and knowing that our armie 
was return'd into Scythia, and that there was no 
hope of overtaking it ; I having no paſhon, nor po- 
werful reaſon to recal me into my own countrie, re- 
ſolv'd to play a trick of youth, and take a turn into, 
your dominions, to ſee whether the Painter had not 
flatter'd you, and whether the beauties of your 
mind, were correſpondent to thoſe of your bodie. 
Since Araſpes his ſon ( ſaid to my ſelf) hath dared 
it, and executed it what ſhould hinder me from un- 
dertaking it ? ſhal] I have leſs courage, and leſs cun- 
ning than he, and ſhall not I do that for ſo lovely a 
Princeſs, which he did to fatisfie an unprotitable cu- 
rioſity ? What reaſon obliges me to return into Scy- 
th:a, an what reaſon forbids me to form my ſelf in 
forraign countrics, to many things which are befit- 
ting perſons of my qualitic? am1ofan age to make 
a retreat, and to do nothing but after a mature deli- 
beration? No, no, Oroxres, tis a ſhame to fear, 
thou muſt be bold, and hazard ſomething ; thou art 
of an age whercin follies are pardonable, and if thou 
foreſeeit any difficu'tie in thy enterpriſe, thou ſhalt 
, alſogain glory by overcoming it; if thou mutt needs 
love, 'tis beſt to love ſomething great and extraor- 
dinarie; the gods favour adventrous deſigns ; and 
they have given thee ſpirit enough to drive all obſta- 
cles before thee. In this reſolution I waited for my 
perfect health, and for the recoverie of my {trength, 
andwhenlI felt my ſelfin ſuch a condition that I might 
undertake the voyage within a while, 1 was willing 
to repay the kindneſs I had received from Araſpe:, 
- byatruſt to which he had ſufficiently obliged me ; 
his diſcretion had been very remarkable, in hiding 
the defire it was probable he might have to know 
me, and I thought that without being ingrateful 
I could no longer conceal my ſelf from him , 
nor diſtruſt a man to whom I was indel:ted for my 


life. 
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To that end being one day alone with him in my 
chamber, after ſome other diſcourſe. © Father | 
**(/ai41) I were the moſt unworthie of all men 
« ljving, if I ever ſhould loſe the remembrance of 
&« your favours, and I were moſt ingrateful, and un- 
<« civil ifany fear, or any conſideration ſhould with- 
& hold me from paying whatI owe you; I confeſs 1 


Part. I 


* tages you may hope for by this encounter, l vi 
<©tell you that I am born a Prince ; after the oblj 
© tions I have to you, I will not make vou loſes. 
&« rights that you have upon your Priſoner : ] 
*ſo, Araſpes, and I proteſt to you by all the 

< that will not depart from you without your 

< miſſion, and that if you reſtore me my liberty, 
«will pay you my ranſome with ali the acknowlew 


1 © ment you can hope for from a Prince, whom you 


© have delivered from death. Araſpes was aftoy, 
ſhed at this diſcourſe, and ſhewed by ſome alters. 
tion that appeared in his countenance, but his Verty 
was not ſhaken by it, and having looked UPon ny 
with more reſpect than he had formerly, «g 
«( /aid be ) though I had known all this, beſos 
« thoſe ſmal] ſervices I have done you, it ſhouldg 
&« have diminifhed any thing of that affeQtion whey, 
* with I did them, but would onely have obliged 
* torender more exactly, what is dueto arſon 
«your quality.I will never conſider you as a Prify, 
*© er, nor as anenemy, neither will I pretend toz 
* ny other advantage by this encounter,than thegh 
< rie of naving ſerved a vertuous Prince, and ore 
© who vouchſafcs to acknowledee it. 
words he ſpake many others fo full of generoſity 
that I was troubled at my being ſo little able to r 


quite him. We hada longs conteſtation, and ſeeing : 


I coul not overcome his civilitic, I took my am 
out of a trunk whereof he had delivered me the key, 


; as ſoon as he ſaw me ſomething better ; the ſtond 


wherewith they were inriched, were wotth above 
thirty talents, and having then nothing to offerhin 
in requital of his kindnefſes, I with very affcQionate 
treaties, prated him to accept them, but he obj. 


nately refuſed, and diſlwaded me with powerfulres 
ſons, that I was compelled to moderate my preſen, | 


and to keep back part of what I offered him ; Iil 
never ſtir from hence, while I live ( ſaid I unle 
you take ſomething of that I preſent you ; Thatlo, 
whole curiolity is ſo praiſe-worthy, ſhall for ny 
ſake one day wear this curaſs which I give him, and 
fnce you will limit the liberalitie of a Prince, fa 
trom his own country, and who perchance may fif 
fer ſome want ina journie he means to undertake, be 
pleas'd to ſend one of your ſervants to the Townto 
ſell ſome of the {tones of my Cask, and to buy'ne 


a horſe,and arms of lower price ; *tis the only means 


I have to furniſh my ſelf for a youthful voyage whid 
I will make you acquainted with before my depat 
ture. 


Notwithſtanding all the reaſons Araſpes could a- 


ledge, to put off the preſent I urged upon him, ye 
was he conſtrained to accept it, with protcitations 
to keep it for ever tohim and his. as a mark of my 
exceſſive acknowledgement, and of the good fortune 
he had toſerve me. [cold him my name, my qut- 
litie, and the accident that had brought me into his 
hands, and then the defire 1 had to take a different 
way from that of our armie, and to go by his ſons 
example, to viſit the Amazozs, whoſe Princeſs had 
touch'd me. with an earneſt longing to know het 
more. particularly; he argued againſt that delign 


<« am obliged to you for my life, but I muſt let you | with very ſpecious reaſons, and repreſented thoſe 
© know that your generofitie is yet more commen- | dangers which ought to have difſwaded me, but 
& dable than you imagine; , and that in thinking to | when he found I was wilfully bent upon it, and thit 
«fave a man, You have fſav'd an enemie to your | he ſtrove in vain to divert me, he would not ſuffer me 
&« countrie, and one of thoſe who' came to bring the | to undertake that voyage alone, but told me his 
&« war into your territories. Yes, Araſpes,lama | youngeſt ſon ſhould accompanie me, ſince he w3s 


© Scythian, and not to fruſtrate you ofthoſe advan- | then at home, and that his age was capable of a dif 


| 


ouile 
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oniſe like mine. I received this offer very joyfully, 
and being extreamly ſatisfied with the behaviour, and 
vertue of that young man, I embraced him as the 
fiture companion of my adventures, and gave way 
that his father ſhould command him to go and take 
order for our equipage, he carried my cask to the 
next Town, and returned the day after with hand- 
ſome arms, two good horſes, and eight talents in 

old. I gave four of them to the ſervants that had 
waited on me during my fickneſs, and left the other 
four to Laſc arts, ( that was the name of the youth 
who was to go along with me) to defray our expen- 
ces. Ihad alſo ſome rings of good value, which I 
reſerv'd for my utmo!t neceſſities. 

After having taken this order for my Geparture, I 
tooke leave of good Araſpes, to whom I made a 
thouſand proteltations of an everlaiting friendſhip, 
and of a perfect requital of his favours, Im the perſon 
of his ſon, and of all that had any relation to him, if 
it were in my power to oblige them, He ſhed tears 
at our going away, and accompanicd us with wiſhes 
and praiers for our proſperitie, We went on this 
manner from his houſe, and took our way through 
Hyrcania, and Batt2iana, Not to trouble you 
with the particulars of my voiage, which are of no 
conſequence, 1croſſed over unknown countries with- 
outany conſiderable adventure, and during all my 
journie, I entertain'd my ſeif with the pleaſing re- 
membrance your picture had left me. I ſometimes 
fhought with my ſelf , that perchance the Painter 
had flatterd you, that perhaps I might find you very 
different from your picture z this thought did not a 
| little perplex me , but when I remembred that of 

| Beremce, and Stratonice whom he had io naturally 
repreſented, I imagined that he had done as well in 
yours. But howſoever ( ſaid 1 ) though this Princeſs 
ſhould not prove ſo fair as her picture, and that ſhe 


be not beautiful enough to confirm me in the affection | | : i 
- mentfrom me, hoping for no leſs ſatisfaction there- 


her picture hath begun in me, my voiage will not be 
| altogether unprofitable, and Iſhall in/truQt my ſelf 
in forreign parts, concerning many things I ſhould 
| not have learn'din Scyrhia. Our apparel was ſuit- 

able to the habit of the countries where we paſs'd ; 
Laſcaris was perfect in the languages, and I had 
knowledge enough inthem, to paſs freely through all 
Darius his Dominions. We came into Cappaaecra, 
and having travelled through part of it, we got at 
laſt unto your frontiers, Before we centred into your 
territories, we bought our ſelves women's clothes, 
and having put them on, went ſtraight to the.chicf 
citie of Them{cira, where we arrived, within a ſhort 
time, and took a lodging, not long before the Queen 
your Mother began her march againſt the C:licrans. 
Wehad very little trouble to difſemble our ſex, nci- 
ther of us being then eighteen years old, and bcing 
both cunning enough in concealing our ſelves, and in 
avoiding thoſe miſtake's that might have diſcovered 
us. 

The firſt time I ſaw you, wasat the Temple, but 
found your beautie ſuch, that my eyes were dazled 
with1it, and my heart not only confirm'd in its incli- 
nations towards you, but mortally wounded, or ra- 
ther utterly loſt inthat paſſion which till then had ſpa- 
redit,, The chanzes of my countenance were almoſt 
like to have given ſome, knowledge of my inward 
pain, to thoſe that ſtood 'near me, and when paſſing 
by me as you went out of the Temple you afforded 
me ancarer view of thoſe admirable features which 
the painter had but imperfectly repreſented, I was 
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not far from caſting my ſelf at your fect, and diſ- 
covering the nature of my love, by ſome ſtrange 
effect of it; yet I contented my ſelf with kiſſing your 
robe as I ſaw others do, as you paſs'd by, and re- 
tired to my lodging as much confounded at that ſight, 
as I was ſatisfied with my voiage. Ifaw you again 
many otner times, yet without giving you any oc- 
caſion to take notice of me, not being willing to 
make my felt known to you, but by ſome confide- 
rable ſervice.; 1 will nottell youat large what my 
thoughts were then, the events have ſince given you 
ſufficient knowledge of them, and that recital would 
cngage me ina tedious length, 

In the mean time the Queen your Mother went 
forth with her armie againſt the Cxlicians, and though 
I could not abſent my ſelf from your fight without 
an extream trouble, yet would I needs be one in that 
expedition, believing that in the war I micht find 
ſome occaiton to make my ſelf remarkable, and to 
endear my acquaintanceto you; TI put my ſelf in a- 
mong the forces, without any command, and the 
Gods favoured my good intentiens ſo far, that in the 
firſt encounters, 1 did the Queen ſervices of ſome 
importance, which obliged her to take me near her 
perſon, to keep me there with a greatdeal of good- 
neſs, and to preſent me to you, at our return. Be- 
hold, Madam, all that happened to me before the 
Slorious hour, wherein you received me into yout 
ſervice, which I will call the firſt of my life, ſince 
I never lived indeed, till I had the honour to be 
yours, 

It wasintheſe terms that Oroztes told me the be- 
ginnings of his life, and I lent hima marvellous at- 
tention to the end of his diſcourſe ; but after I had 
talked a while with him and Z:ppolita, concerning 
the things he had related, caten a light meal, and 
ſufferd my wounds to be dreſſed, I defired to know 
what had befallen him ſince the time of his baniſh- 


by then I had received by his firſt adventures, and 
having ſent all ſuſpected perſons out of my chamber, 
| prated him to give me that relation, and Oroxres 
without ſtaying for a more expreſs command, began 
again in theſe terms, 

My fault was ſo great, Madam, that as well as you, 
I juds' d my puniſhment to be juſt, and when you 
pronounced my fatal ſentence, I had neither cauſe, | 
nor defire to murmur againl{t it ; you ſaw with what 
tranquillitie of mind I receivedit, and the heavens 
that bcheld my ſtay inthe arborafter you were gone, 
were witneſſes that your ſevere decree, made me 
neither accuſe you of inhumanitie, nor complain of 
my deſtinic ; yet having a heart which was not im- 
paſſible, and which being capable of all the torments 
of ſorrow, could not be more deeply,, nor- more 
juitly afflicted with them, than in this encounter, it 
ſunk under ſo violent an aſſault, and gave no longer 
car to conſtancie, nor to philoſophic ; my firſt wo- 
tion tended toward death, and I judg'd, that even 
out of ſelf-love I ought to die, thereby todeliver my 
ſelf from a thouſand miſcries more crue: than death it 
ſelf : and that in reaſon I oughtto give you ſatis- 
faction for the fault I had committed; all my thoughts 
agreed *n this reſoluti»n, and I believed my love 


could not have a nobler concluſion, than in giving 


you the remainder ofa life,” which 1 deſired not to 
preſerve after I had made it unworthie to pleaſe you, 
and to be owned by you. Itis moſt ju{t C cricdIof 
a ſudden ) it is molt jult, Thaleſt; 5, that you — 
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be ſatisfied, and though you have not commanced 
me todie, that ſparing of my life is an effect of your 
gootneſs, which I ought not to abuſe ; you bad me 
live that I might be ſenſible of remorſe for my ottence 
but you forbad me not to die, thar I might free my 
ſelf from ſo great a torment, and you will pardon mc 
this ſmall diſobedience, which pnniſhe's, and ſatis 
fie's me both together. Iam unworthie to live for 
you, and 'tis impoſſible I ſhould live without you, 
conſent therefore to the loſs of a life, which cannot 
be odious to you, without being inſupportable to 
me, and condemn me not toa great many lingring 
deaths ; fince one alone, and a thort one, isable to 
deliver me from them all. 

Iſpoke many other words full of a juit and a quiet 
deſpair, and riſing up from the carth where 1 had 
continued unmoveable after your going away, Ial- 
readie had put my hand upon che hilt of my ſword, 
to execute my lait reſolution, when the Gods ſent 
the officious Laſcarzs, to prevent it; *twas that 
young man, Araſpes his fon, whom Iitill kept with 
me, and who under the name of Laſcaria had a!l that 
while liv'd among the women the Queen your Mo- 
ther gave me; and to whom alone I had truited the 
ſecret of my love, and indeed his diſcretion was cx 
cceding great, and though his years were hardly 
morethan mine, yetwas he little inferiour in prudence, 
to thoſe of ripeſt age. As foonas he came into the 
arbour he obſerv'd an alteration in my countenance, 
and conſidering my eyes which had awilde,fatal look, 
and the ſuddenneſs wherewith | {tarted up, and had 
begun to draw my ſword ; he ſuſpected my inten- 
tions: and catching fait hold of my arm, Ah! Sir, 
( ſaid he ) what will you do? Ile die Laſcaris \ an- 
ſwered I) ſince Thaleſtris will not have me live. Die 
Sir ? ( replyed Laſcaris ) the gods forbid | ſhould 
ever conſent to that, while I have any lic, and what 
ſo weighty cauſe have you to delire death, and to 
piveit your ſelf with your own hands ? The anger 
of Thaleſtris ( ſaid I ) and the impoſſibilitie of living 
after having offended her. Ah! Sir( replied Laſca- 
74s, pulling my hand with all his force from tie hilt of 
my ſword, and conſtraining me to fit down upon the 
ſeats of green turfe which were in the arbour ) come 
to your ſelf again, and conſider how much tis de- 
ſpair is unfitting your courage, and how much it 
thwart's the authoritie of the gods: 

He continued making me a lotis diſcourſe to the 
ſame purpoſe, to which I anſwered only by a few 
ſighs, and ſecing me inſenſible of his arguments, and 
but little diverted from my reſolution : At leaſt Sir 
(ſaid he) grant this favour to your faithful LZa/cars, 
to let him know the cauſe of your deſpair, and if it 
be a lawful one, he will diſpoſe himſelf to dic with 
you. Though I was but little capable of any diſ- 
courſe, I forced my grief to complie with the deſires 
of that youth, whoſe affection had ſtrongly obliged 
me, and having told him my adventure in a few 


words, he became as ſad, and as unmoveable as my . 


ſelf. Yetdid he alledge all he could deviſe for my 
conſolation, and endeavour'd by cinning expolitions, 
to ſweeten the ſharpneſs of your decree ; but finding 
I was not moved with all he ſaid, and that it would 
be very heard for him to diſſwade me from a reſolu- 
tion which he ſaw ſtil written in my face, he ca!t 
himſelf ſuddenly at my feet, and pretling my hands 
between his, Sir, (ſaid he )if the affection of one 
who forſake's all his friends to tie himſelf inſepara- 
bly to your ſervice, hath deſerved any thing of you, 
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and if the conjuration I uſc in the name of Thalefti 
be conſiderable to you, grant me the favour Which] 
beg, fince it is not contrarie to your intention, 204 
that you cannot refuſe it, unleſs you will haye ny 
dic here in your preſence, 1 only beſeech youtog. 
lay your rclolution for two daics, that thoſe hope; 
| yet have for you, may be made clear by knoyj 
the will ofthe gods; you may leave this Court, ſing 
you Cannot appear in it by reafon of Thaleſpris, 
anger, but as we goaway we will paſs by a Temple 
of Bcilonu's,, famous in this Province, to whoſ 
Oracles , if the acceſs were permitted unto men 
they would come from the furtheſt parts of the ear 
there you may inſtruct your ſelf concerning the ples 
ſure of the gods, and atter their anſwer follow yo 
own inclinations, which 1 will never rcfiit while] 
live. 

I was ſo cxtreamely obliged to this youns mansf. 
delitie, that | could not denic his requeſt, ard hay. 
ing promiſcd him that delay with an Oath, I ſetlg 
his mind from that fear he was infor me. I wasag 
wiling to make a longer ſtay in that Countrie, an 
having ſworn to him once more that I would reta. 
tempt any thing again!t my life, and thut I woul 
ltay for himat a place in thc wood which Iappoin: 
ed, he went back to the Palace, to fetch a coupled 
good horſes, and other things which he thovghtne. 
ceſlaric for our departure. Ithould never have done 
Madam, 1f 1 would defcribe all the thoughts where 
with my ſoul was combuted, that recital would te 
of a tedious icngth, therefore I will only tell you, 
[lutnever heart was ina more deplorable condition 
and that the detire of death never was ſo peaceably 
contirm'd, CZaſcaris returned within a little while, 
bringing two good horſes, arms, noRncy, and jewels 
which by the Qucens liberalitie and yours, we had 
1n great abundance, and which he took without my 
directions, 
wards a !ittle Town, two or three hours riding from 
#berrjcira, But ſecing with La/carrs one of my 
women, in wkom Ihad tound a great deal of affett 
on toward me, and whom he had brought to help 
him to lead the Horſes, and carrie the arms, I took 
her along with me to the place where we lay that 
night, that from thence I might write the lctter you 
received frem the. hands of 2Z:;ppolzta, and fo ha 
ins made her £ct up behind Laſcari, 1 went out 
of the wood, with a forrow which I find my ſelf w- 
able to repreſent, 

We arrived at that little Town where | paſſedn 
mclancholy fits, or rather in mortal agonies, and: 
ſing by break of day, I gave that woman my letter 
cloſe ſealed up, with expreſs order not to deliverit 
to any bodice but Z:ppolita, and took horſe to go ut 
to the Temple Laſcarzs had told me of. We got 
thither before it was noon, and after 1 had prayed 
and begg'd of the goddels to whom it was dedicat- 
ed, to let me me know her pleature, the returned 
this Oracle. 


The Oracle. 
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liviaz, Of diſobeytng the gods; - the fue 
their promiſes revived in me by ſuch plca ing 10pes, 
| Iremained a long time without motion, wavering in 
the diverſity ofthoſe thoughts, and tnen of a ſudden 
lifting up MY hands and eyesto heaven, Great Gods 
«(cried [)exact not an obedience from mc which Ino 
< longer am in 4 condition to yeild you, or if you will 
«have me live,reitore me new forces,or more evident 
chopes than thoſe you haye confuſedly given me, all 
«things conſpire to have me die, and ſhe who dif- 
ofes of my fate with you, hath pronounced: a ſen- 
{ence which you have not revoked, Theſe words, 
Token with a loud voice, itruck wonder in all thoſe 


| that heard them, andthe Prieſteſs, who took me for 


2 woman, could not imagine the cauſe of my deſpair. 


| 7.4ſcaris inthe mean time came to m2, an4 not be- 
© ing able todifſemble the joy, which this Oracle, {0 
# conformable to his delires, had wrought in. him, 
E <Well Madam ( ſaid he, uſing that term becauſe of 
E «them that were preſent) will you doubt itill of the 
© «© g00dneſs of the gods, and will you without their 
E <conſent ſacrifice a life, the diſpoſing whereof they 
& chve reſerved unto themſelves ? Ah! LZaſcars 
- <anſw.red I with a deep ligh) my fortune is but lit- 
@ <tle altered, an4 this command of the gods, 15 one- 
@ clic an effect of ticir goodneſs, which would baniſh 
E <2 jut deſpair by unjuſt hopes; they cannot force 


© my foul to continue ina priſon, the abode whereof 
* isno longer ſupportable ; and they will pardon me 


E <adifobedicnce which 1 am forced to by a power not 


cnferibur to theirs. What, Madam(replied Zaſcars) 


8 <yill you add impiette and blaſpiemie to that at--- 
# ©tempt again't your life which hath alreadie hainous- 


<ly offended them, and do you diſdain both their ex- 


= <preſs commands, and the promiſes they make you 


©n words that are ſo little obſcure ? did they ever 
(ſpeak leſs confuſedly, or leſs doubtfully, and can 
*you yet b2 uncertain of a reſolution you ſhould 
have taken in a moment? To theſe perſwaſions 


- Laſcaris added many others,and deſiring thePrielteſs 
 toaſhithim, in rcquiring that obedience I owed un- 
{ to the Gotls, and in confirming the hopes they gave 


me, they uſed ſo many arguments that at laſt they 


| made me conceive ſome glimpſe of them, and de- 
| fermy deſign ofdying, till I ſhould ſee my ſelf fru- 
! ſtrate of my expectation, 


Behold, Madam, which 
way I came to be content to live, and to paſs the 
time of that baniſhment which you, and the Gods 
had enjoined me, in other countrics; being this part 
of my recitall was molt important to my love, I have 


- enlarged my ſelf mot upon it, and I will tell you 


more ſuccinctly what has happened to me fince. 
l went out of the Temple, and got on horſeback, yet 
doubtfull in what kingdome I ſhould paſs my exile. 

I was reſolved not to return into Scythia, and 
conſulted a great white with Zaſcaris, whither I 
ſhould go. In the end I determined to travel indif- 
ferently, and without Jeſign, into all thoſe countries 
where 1 could have free paſſage, and putting on 
mans apparel again as ſoon as we were upon your 
frontiers, | entred into Cz:/ic:a, which after the 
me of your truce lived very quietly under Neobar- 
Wnes, Ivilited Tharſus unknown, and all the fair- 
elt Cities of that Kingdome, from thence I went 
into Papilagonia, which I paſt through without any 
remarkable adventure, and having alſo travelled 
about Lycia, Caria, and Pamphilia, 1 had a mind 
toſee Greece, and came into Errope ſix months af- 
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in me, the grief toſee my ſelf reduced to a neceſſity of | ter my departure from Themi/cira. 
, 
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I relate theſe 
things briefly, not being willing to keep yon long in 
the recital of events that have nothing memorable ; 
but this I may afſure you, that what voiages ſoever 
I made, I was inſeparable from you, and you were 
alwaies ſo preſent tro my remembrance, that all the 
objects I met withall, were never able to put you 
a4 moment out of my mind, My thoughts main- 
tain'd a pitileſs war againit me, and recalling into 
my memory thoſe happineſſes I had enjoied in your 
companie by my deceit, the conſideration of their 
loſs touch'd me ſo nearly, that I have wondred a 
thouſand times how I had ſtrength enoughto out- 
lat eighteen or twentie months exile. O my di- 
vine Princeſs (cried I ſometimes) with how ſweet a 
conſolation ſhould I be bleſſed, if I could hope that 
the miſcrable Or:itbia had yet any place in your me- 
morte, and that without hating her you could re- 
member the favours ſhe hath ſtollen from you ! How 
happie would my deſftinic be, if you did but ſay 
yet once again to your ſelf, My dear Orithia, len- 
vie thee not thy delightful thefts, and I pardon thy 
love, and thy deceit in confideration of thy ſervices ! 
Oh! how welcome to me wou'd this knowledge 
of your relenting be ! and how ſwiftly would it 
make the ages of baniſhment run out! but, O juſt 
Thal:firis, is it poſſible you ſhould indecd hate that 
Orichia, whom you have fo dearly loved, and all 
whoſe crime isthat ſhe loved you 2 Was that an of- 
fence worthic of the puniſhment you have inflicted 
on me? and if ſuch a divinitic as your ſelf can ſuffer 
the altection of a man, could youdcfire a more pure, 
or a more diſcreet one ? Ah! Thaleſtzzs, you will 
one day return unto your felf, and by the promiſes 
of the gods I hope, will underſtand the nature of my 
fault, and that you will judge it puniſhed ſeverely e- 
nouvh, by the pains I ſuffer for its expiation. Theſe 
were my ordinarie thoughts, and when I talked 
with Laſcaris, we never diſcourſed of any thing but 
'OU, 

: In theſe contemplations I viſited part of Greece, 
I view'd that {tately Town of Athens, where I con- 
verſed with the great Phocton, and the eloquent De- 
»oſthenes ; 1 ſaw the famous Sparta, and from 
thence paſſed into Achaia, There it was I learned 
that 4s, King of the Lacedemorians, had ſhaken 
off the yoke which Alexanaer had impoſed upon 
them, and that taking advantage by his abſence, he 
had made an incurſion into the territories of the Ero- 
lians, and Achaians ; That Antipater Governor in 
Macedonia lor Alexander, was marching ſtraight 
towards him with his forces, and was at that time 
encamped near the Citic of XMegalapolis, I believed 
that war would afford me ſome matter of divertiſe 
ment and that I might ſpend part ofthe ſummer there, 
with more pleaſure & more glory than in my indiffe- 
rent voiages; I bethought my ſelf a good while before 
I made choice of my ſ1de,but inthe end I remembred 
the obligations you had to Alexander, and the con- 
ſideration he had ſhewn of your Dominions, when 
he ſubdued thoſe of your neighbours ; and participa- 
tins in that engagement, I fixt upon the "deſign of ac- 
quitting you, and of ſerving him at leatt in my-own 
perſon, who had dealt fo civilly with you, I wa- 
ver'd no longer therefore in my election, but going 
to Antipaters Armie, thoughat firſt I was unknown 
to him, I made my ſelf remarkable in ſome cncoun- 
ters, with ſucceſs enough to be taken notice of, and 
to make him defire to know me, Having _— 
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of me ſomething of my qualitie, and ſeen me effect 
ſome enterpriſes which were reaſonably hazardous, 


he was pleaſed roeſteem me more than I deſerved, 
and gave me emploiments in his armie above my 


age, and above my capacitie. I nevertheleſs was 
ſo careful to diſcharge them toleravly,that he thought 
hot he had any reaſon to repent himſelf, and when 
he heard that Agz intended to give him battel, he 
truſted me with the command of part of his Caval- 
ric. 

My deſire to cut this relation ſhort, keeps me from 
tellinghow the two armies drew near to one another, 
and how they were ordered, and diſpoſed; but 'tis 
hard for me to paſs over the valiant actions that 
were done by the King of the Lacedemonians, ſince 
one may trulie ſay, that never man fought with more 
valour and generoſitie. I ſhall ſay no more than truth 
when. I tell you he broke like thunder into our Batta- 
lonians, and that he carried victorie along with him 
whitherſoever he went ; he was of an extraordinarie 
ſtature, gallantly- arm'd, and bravely mount- 
ed. Caſſander Antipater's ſon, who led the left 
wing of his fathers armie, would have oppoſ.d his 
furic, but he ruſhed ſo imperiouſly upon him, that 
he made him tumble among the horſes feet; and 
charging into the very place where Anripater 
was in perſon, in ſpight of the defence of all thoſe 
about him, he wounded him ſo in two places with his 
ſword, that he fell to the ground, but being taken up 
again by thoſe that were near him, I came to that 
place within a minute after, and ſeeing that valiant 
King, bloudie all over, force his way into our ſqua- 
drons, I flew upon him, after I had defied him with 
a loud crie. Although T injure modeſtie in ſpeaking 
to my own advantage. after the praiſes I have given 
to the valour of that Prince, I will nevertheleſs tell 
you that our encounter chanced to be very cquall, 
and we ſhock'd cach other ſo forcibly, that we came 
both to the ground and our horſes with us, we difen- 
gaged our ſelves preſently from our itirrups, and be- 
gan a combat on foot, which cauſed ſome of thoſe 
that were fighting to hold their hands and look upon 
us; we quickly wounded one anotker, but the num- 
ber of marvellous actions he had done that day, hav- 
ing wearicd his bodie, though his courage was inde- 
ſatigable, and the bloud he hadloſt beforc, having 

weakened him more than the wounds I had the for- 
tune to give him, he was almoſt unable to fight lon- 
ger, and I hopcd for the victorie with likely-hood, 
whena great many of our men coming to that place 
would alſo have fallen upon him ; but I oppoſed 
their furie, and did ſo much by my entreaties, or by 
my threatnings, that 1 kept them from it, and gave 
the Lecedemonians leiſure to fetch off their King, 
and deliver him out of that throng, from which he 
was no longer able to free himſelf. By his retreat 
the vitorie declared it ſelf abſolutely for the 1ace- 
donians, and Antipater proſecuted it ſo hotly, that 
almoſt all the Lacedemontans were defeated; but 
their valiant King, being unwilling to ſurvive that 
loſs, alighted out of a litter in which they had put 
Him, and thongh ſo weak that he was hardly able to 
ſtand, he cauſed himſelf to be carried back into the 
fhght, where after he had done things that ſurpaſs be- 
lief, and raiſed a breaſt-work of dead bodies round 
about him, he ſunk atlaſt, as his predeceſſor Leon- 
as at the ſtrait of Thermopiles, and falling tired with 
conquering upon the heaps of thoſe he had ſlain, re- 
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ver in the memorie of men. I have enlargedmy 


memorable end of ſo great a Prince deſerved x ax. 
ticular mention of him. By that only victorie PE 
tipater ſetled Alexanders affairs again in that cu. 
trie, and believing I had contributed ſomething g 
wards it, he did me honours, and ſhewed me kin 
nefſes which were conſiderable enough. I continyy 
with him till having no more enemies to fight wit 

he began his march back into Aacedonia. Then} 
took my leaveof him, and of his ſon, though the 
both were: very earneſt to keep me with them, ay 
oftcred me very advantageous conditions. A yex 
was alreadie expired ſince my departure from Tj. 
miſcira, and I had a defire to return into Aſia, by 
I travelled a diflerent way from that I came, andyy 
willing toſpend the time that itil] remained, in ſee 

thoſe Provinces which were yet unknown to ne 
I went into Parthia, and the countries of the Mard 

and of the Battrians, whither the diſloyal Beſy 
was alreadie retired, after the murther of his King, 
from thence I entred into Xrcenia, and in the end | 
came upon your frontiers. There I put on woman 
apparel again, and there the firit news I heard wy 
that of your captivitie, I need not tell you, Mz 
dam, the greatneſs of my ſorrow, my paſſion is ſif 
ficiently known to you, to give you ſome gueſzof i, 
and you may well imagine that had it not been fir 
the promiſe of the gods, and my belief that inthj 


ſhould have ſunk under that affliction. 
all my courage together to employ it for your er. 


dinarie forces, I went w.th ſome confidence toward 
the place where your armie was encamped. Before 


ceived a death, which ought to make him live for e- | 


rithia, 

I was ſo happie that found a favourable occaſion, 
as you have heard, and received comforts from her 
which raiſed my hopes again. Tlearn'd of her (and 
be this ſpoken, Madam, without ſtirring” up your 
anger) that you had beſtowed ſome tears on my de- 
parture, and that my memorie was not indiffcrentto 


you; all my aflitions were counterpoiſed, by the Þ| 


joy this knowledge cauſed in me, and it ſo redoubled 
my courage that I accounted all things too weak 
retard the deſign I had to deliver you. You have 
heard from F/:ppo/ita, all that paſſed from the time 
of my arrival to that of your deliverance, an4 1 wil 
add to what ſhe hath rold you, that as we marched 
toward this Town, I prated Aeralippa, ard the 
chief of thoſe women that had acceſs to you, notto 
ſpeak one word of my being return'd, but toſtay 
till I diſcovered my ſclf, before you heard that nevs 
from any bodie elſe. This was it that favouredthe 
diſſimulation which ſhe uſed fo happilie for me, and 
retiring after the fight, while the women did theit 
duties to you, I found means when you were in bed, 
to ſpeak with Hippulita, and to plot that with ber 


which ſhe ſo cunningly hath effected to my advat 


tage. 
Orontes ended his ſtorie thus, and by that conclu- 
fion of it made me bluſh again, ard ferch back paſt 


| of my ſhame, and part of my anger ; but being 10 


longer in terms to diſſemble my affection, "n= 
m 
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ſelf, contrarie to my defign, upon this paſiage, hy; 
cauſe I was moit ſenſibly grieved at it, and that! 


encounter I might find ſome occaſion to ſerve you, | E 
I ſummond 


vice, andbegging cf the gods to grant me extrior- 


I would diſcover my ſelf to the other women, Id 
fired to learn of Hippoiitz, whom 1 had ever knom | 
to be moſt diſcreet, in what eſtate my affairs were 
inthis countrie, and whether I might yet paſs for 0- 


Book. IV. 

j e modeſt proofs of it he could defire. From 
Re he pr. himſelf towards me very ditte- 
rently from his former manner, and cutting off all 
thoſe liberties I had granted him as 0r41h:4, never 
ive me any cauſe to blame him for want of reſpect, 
5 of diſcretion. I am too tedious in my relation, 
but I will ſhorten the reſt of it, and tell you that be- 
ing carefully drefſed, and looked to, my wounds 
were quickly cured, and not being {trong enough to 
keepthe field in C:l:c14, againſt thoſe ſupplies which 
in probabilitie would arrive within a while, I con- 
renced my ſelf with putting a garriſoninthat Town, 
andas ſoon asI was able to endure a Chariot, I re- 
turned into my own territories, and took my way 
toward Themiſcira : But before was gotten to my 
chief citie, he that ſucceeded Neobarzanes, lent to 
deſirepeacewith me; and the misfortune I had ſufter- 


| edby war, together with the counſels of Orontes, 


whoſe thoughts were very averſe from it, perſwad.- 
ed me togrant it him upon reaſonable conditions, and 


| toeftablith an alliance with him, which ſince hath not 


been violated, ; 
[ ſhall not ſtand to recount the welcomes I recetv- 


ed from! my ſubjects, after a ſharp and dangerous 


captivitie, nor the honors they rendred to my valiant 
deliverer, whom they beheld as the protecting god- 


deſs of Themiſcira ; ſhe took again her former lodg 


ings inthe Palace, and her former ſervants, and had 
agreat deal more authoritie among!r ail our women 
than in times paſt, but ſhe abuſed it not, and manag- 
edtheir reſpect to her, ſo diſcreetly, that ſhe inflam- 
cd them all with a violent affection ; for mine own 
part I muſt confeſs to my confuſion, that I found ſo 
many amiable qualities in her,and had ſo many cauſes 
to be pleaſed with her love to me, that I preſerved 
not the leaſt remainder of my former inclinations, 
but gave my ſelf to her, as much as my - virtue and 
the informations I had received from her ſelf could 
permit me ; we had no more but one thought, and if 
I may ſay ſo without bluſhing, we had no more but 


Z- one ſoul, and one will ; I made no longer any dith: 


cultic to open my heart to him, and to confeſs that I 


| - loved him more than my ſelf, but what advantage 
{ ſoever he drew from that confeſſion, he never em- 


boldened himſelf ts take thoſe liberties that were for- 
bidden him ; My women often admired, that they 
no longer ſaw that familiaritic between us they had 
formerly obſerved, and though our converſation was 
more frequent than ever, they found, but knew not 
the cauſe , that we had baniſhed thoſe kiſſes, and 
embraces, which in former times where wont to 
make a good part of our entertainment, 

All the ſweetneſſes that a modeſt affection can pro- 
duce, were taſted by us with a perfect tranquillitie; 
we were inſeparable,.exrept at thoſe . hours when 
decencie forced us to be afunder ; we communicated 


- Ourmoſt private thoughts toone another, and Oron- 


tes ashe was diſcreet, ard reſpetfull, could defire 
n9 greater proofs of my affection ; But being we 
could have but one aim, and that only marriage could 
give ita lawful concluſion, we had no ſmall difficul- 
les, to overcome. I loved Oroxtes enough ( ſince 


ſpite of his ingratitude I muſt avow it )to forſake 
my kingdom, and retire into Seythia with him, be- 
Ing our laws were enemies to our intentions, and 
would not ſuffer me to take him for my hnsband, and 
Keep my Empire ; but he was troubled I ſhould a- 
bandon it for him, and before we came to that ex- 
tremitie, would endeavour to preſerve it, and to a- 
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IG; 
boliſh thoſe cuſtoms, whereof he had alreadie made 
me ſee the errors ; we itrove therefore both of us to 
make our moſt conſiderable women abhor the in- 
famie of them: whenſoever occaſion was offered, 
we repreſented to them, how ignominious it was to 
So and ſeek out men, for ſuch ſhameful ends, and 
by ſuch reproachful waies ; and when they alledged 
neceſſitie, which had left them no other means to have 
poſteritie, we told them it was better to be the laſt 
Amazons, than to make the race of them eternal by 
ſuch ſtrange means, and that it was much more ſcem- 
ly tolive like all the rejt of the world, than to main- 
tain our ſelves by cuſtoms ſo contrarie to honour and 
virtue, | 

Our authoritie amongſt them, ſtood us in good 
ſtead at our firit diſcourſes upon that ſubject, for 
they would never have ſuffered them from perſons 
that had been leſs conſiderable ; but by little and lit- 
tle they grew accuſtomed to them, and gave us ſcme 
beam of hope, that in. time ſome of them might 
hearken to our propoſitions. In theſe emploiments 
we paſſed a whole year, and Orontes, who alreadie 
was in his three and twentieth, and who uſed much 
induſtrie to keep the hair from growing upon his 
ſace, which quickly would have diſcovered his ſex,by 
reaſon of that troubleſome obſtacle, which was like 
ſhortly to croſs his contentments, began to think of 
expedicnts either to make progreſs in the minds of 
our women, or to convey us into his Province of the 
Maſſageres, which my blind affeRion had alreadie 
made me rcfolve upon ; when our defigns were 
thwarted by a ſtrange revolution ; 

Our ncighbours of Cappadecia, who had alwaics 
lived peaceably with us, having received ſome ſlight 
diſcontents, by thoſe women of ours who were near- 
c{t to their ſrontiers, and having refuſed that ſatis- 
faction I offered them, declared war againſt us, and 
Legan to raiſe forces to invade our Province. _ Seeing 
I could not divert that ſtorm but by reſiſtance, Talſo 
cauſed leavies to be made, and in ſhort time ſet on 
footan armie able to oppoſe their intention: and to 
carrie the war, wherewith they threatned us, home 
into their own countric. But when our armie was 
readie to march,l found my ſelfnot well, and though 
my ſickneſs was but ſlight, Oroates, who believed 
the toils of that voiage might make it worſe, per- 
ſwaded me by all means to give my ſelf reſt at home, 
and to leave the conduct of the armie to him ; he had 
much adoe to obtain my conſent, as well by reaſon 
| was deſirous to 'go0 in perſon again{t them who made 
themſelves my enemies without occafion, as becauſe 
I was troubled to let that part from me, and be in 
danger, whichat that time wasdearer to me than all 


' the world. But he alledged fo many conſiderations, 


and prefſed me with ſo much carneſtneſs, that I was 
compelled to yield to his entreaties, upon condition, 


' thatas ſoon as my health would ſuffer me, I might 


follow hun with new ſupplies, 

I will not ſpend time in the particulars of our fare- 
wels, he ſpoke the moit touching words that a reall 
paſſion could bring forth, ard I tcitited my ſorrow 
to him by my tears, and by all the modeit kindnefles 
he could defire. Alas / I knew not that our ſepara- 
tion wasto be for fo long a time, and that ignorance 
abatcd part of 'my affliction; he went away, and all 
my joy and conſolation, or rather indeed tic better 
haif of my ſoul departed with him. I remained at 
Themiſcira with all the grief winch his abſence, and 
the preſages of my mA could poſſibly _ 
31 3) up 
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bur yet with hope to go after himas ſoon as I had re- 
covered my- health. I believe that deſire haſtnedit, 
and ſcarce had'he been gone a month, when I felt my 
ſelf perfectly well again, I had alſo forces in a readi- 
neſs togo and ſtrengthen his armie, and was alreadie 
preparing my ſelf witha great deal of joy for that 
deſign, when Lheard news which retarded the effect- 
* ing of my reſolution, 

Alexanacr; after he had ſubdued the Aardes, 
was comeinto Hyrcania, and his drawing ſo near my 
borders, cauſed in me ſome ſuſpicion, and diiturbed 
the tranquillitie of my minde. Though Neobarza- 
nes, as | have alreadie told you, raigned effectively 
over the Cilicians, yer be commanded onely under 
the authoritie of Alexander, who at the beginning 
of his paſſage into Aſiz, had brought that countric 
under his ſubjetion; and I at that time had notice 
given me,. that he ſhewed himſclf ſo concerned in 
Neobarzanes his defeat, that he promiſed to take a 
remarkable revenge for it ; and to that purpoſe was 


croſſing through Hyrcania ; like a torrent to over- | 
fortunes, and proteited that I came for no other ex 


flow our Province, which till then was alone exempt 


from the yoke he had impoſed upon all the reit, This | 
| little Empire, againit which he had not vouchſafedy 


employ his victorious arms. The King having hea | 
| me with patience, anſwered extream modeitly, aj 
_ civilly, afſuring me he had no intention to trout 
| my Dominions, nor to take the part of thoſe agant 
' me, whoſe crimes had been their own deſtruction; - 


news gave mea hot allarm, and being conſcious how 


unable was to reſiſt a Monarch that was Matter of - 


the beſt part of the world, and eſpecially when I 
had ſent moſt of my forces again{t the Cppadocians, 
I was in a ſtrange perplexitie ; for in effect it had been 
a manifeſt folly to oppoſe that Conqueror with a 
handful of women, which were not able for one day 
to ſtop that armie, victorious over all Aſia, and 
ſome part of Europe. Theſe conſiderations made 
me ask the counſel of our raoit prudent women, and 
after having thought of all manner of expecients, to 
divert that itorm fronf falling ugon our heads, they 
told me with one accord, they knew no other way to 
free us, but my going in perſon to meet that potert 
King, to offer him my Dominions, and to jultihe the 
defeat of Neobarzanes; his generoſitie, and his 
reſpec to Ladies, were known all over the earth, 
and they believed that an aſſured means, to keep my 
countrie in its fir{t tranquillitie : I did what I could to 
avoid that journie, which hindred me from the ſight 
of my dear Orontes, but there was a neceſſitic of 
yielding to the importunities of all my counſellors, 
and to the ſtrength of all their reaſons : beſides, I 
was touched with fome defire to ſee rhat mighty 
Prince , whoſe fame was ſo advantageouſly ſpread 
throughthe whole world. 

When I was reſolved upon that voyage, I cauſed 
my equipage to be prepared, and having ſent to de- 
ſire a paſsport from thoſe that commanded in Hrc- 
71a, I ſet forward from Themiſcira with three hun- 
dred women, gallantly mounted, and richly armed; 
Inthis condition I went out of my own countrie, un- 
der favour of the ſafe conduct which had been granted 
me, and having croſſed part of Zyrcania, without 
any encounter worth the relating, I came to Alexan- 
der's armie. Having ſent ten of my women before 
to meet him, and advertiſe him of my coming, and 
todemand audience, they brought me a favourable 
anſwer, and aſſured me that the King would receive 
me very civilly, and with a great deal of reſpect: 1 
was not deceived in my expectation, for that great 
Prince came to meet me, and alighting as ſoon as he 
ſaw me appear, he by that reception made me hope 
my voiage would be as ſucceſsful asI could wiſh, I 
and all my women were in the habit of our ſex, and 
I had no other arms but a filvercuraſs enriched with 
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ſtones of value, and alittle cask of the ſame, hy 
with a great plume of ſeveral coloured feathers 
environed with a circle of gold made in faſhion of 
Crown, my gown was of a light cloth of ſilver tuck 
ed up above the knee with diamond buckles; ay 
my legs being half naked, was alſo half CoOverg 
with a.buskin ſuitable to my curaſs ; Ina skarfof tar 
embroiderie I wore a ſword which the unfaitht 
Orontes had given me, and 1 held two javelins inn 
right hand. 
All my train was in an attire little different þ 
minz, and the King ſcemed to be very much pleat 
with ſo unuſual a light; in ſtead of giving me thy 
victorious hand which I demanded, he kiſſed niy 
vcry courteouſly, and aſſured me, that what de 
ſocver brought me to him, I ſhould find he woyl bo 
readie to ſerve me; when I had looked a while y 
him with admiration, | made him acquainted with 
cauſe of my coming, and not being ignorant of 
Greek tongue, which I had learned of Oroxres, [& 
clared my innocence touchitig Neobarzancs his mi, 


but to lay my Crown at his feet, and offer him the 


he likewiſe offered me his afſi tance, and protec 


, again.t all manner of enemies, and by a great many 


noble promiſes freed me of all my apprehenſions 


After this firſt converſation, he fell to complemen, K 
ind leading me himſelf into coltly tents which A 
had given order ſhould be made readie for me, h: 
enlarged himſelf upon the praiſes of our beautie, ai 


of that martial vertve which raiſcd us above all otter 


women, and expreſlcd that he thought himſelfmud 
indebted to me for the pains I had taken, and forts 
honour I did him. My narration istoo lons alreade 
to entertain you with a!l the particulars of our 


cours; but after that day the King carried met 
view his furces in battalii, and cauſed them to be 
exerciſed before me, endeavouring to give me al 
ſorts of divertiſement. By his entreaties I flac 
twelve or fourteen dates in his armie, believing m 
ſelf obliged to comply ſo far with a perſon of ſoa 
fraordinary merit, 
all kind of honours, and civil uſage, and was witnes 


of ſome of that Prince his actions, in which trulyl 


obſerved ſomething more than humane, and I mi 


tell you ( though perchance not without a bluſhing) : 
that ſome of my women were ſo impudent as totell 


me, I ought to give them a Princeſs of the race 
that great Conqueror ; but I reproved that motionſo 
ſharply, that they had not the boldneſs to ſpeakott 
any more, 

WhenlT had ſtaied the time the Kings deſired me, 
and received all manner of ſatisfaction, and marks 
of reſpect, Itook my leave, and began my journie 
homeward, carrying with me an eſteem ſuitable to 
the fame of him, which before was ſpread amongl 
us. Ireturn'd through Hyrcania with the ſame 


cilitie as I came, and entring into my territories, 


continued on my way with a reaſonable quict ml 

to the Citie of Themiſcira, where I arrived W0 
months after my departure, The firſt news Im 
withal, was a victorie Orontes had obtained ov! 


our enemies, of whom he had ſlain eight or ten =_ 
ſ 


During that abode, I receivd 


far 
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over my ſelf ;, if ſhe had as little left to ſub- 
| ane on that (ide, as on this, ſe would have 


| nothing more to fight withall 5 but becanſe that 
| conqueſt is not ſo entire as this ſhe bath gain- 


- 
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and upon the place, not having loſt above fix or 
ſeven hundred of his women, I was excecdingly 
ved at this good ſucceſs,for many conſiderations, 
and by her that brought me the news I received alet- 
ter from him, the words whereof were theſe, or not 


much unlike. 


Orithiato Queen T hale(tris. 


hath defeated part of your enemies, 
and tis your deſtinie, both near and 


| T He juſtice of your arms, Fair Princeſs, 


far off, to conquer all that dare make trial of 


them, Orithia dies with a deſire to ſee you, 
but to ſatisfie it, ſhe will make haſte to over- 


| come thoſe enemies you have left, and will not 
purchaſe the happineſs of your ſight,with the leaſt 
8 danger that might threaten you, or by the pain- 
© ſrineſſe of a journie which might prejudice a 
& health not well confirmed; have a care of it, 
W dear Princeſs, T beſcech por, ſince it can re- 
i ceive 0 alteration, but will be fatal to the re- 


- poſe, and to tie life of 


Your faithful Orithia, 


Theſe lat marks of his afieion, whether true or 


- ſcigned, rouched me very tenderly, and obliged me 
| toanſwer himin theſe terms. 


Queen T haleſtris to Orithia. 


Knew very well my dear Orithia was 7n- 
vincible, and that ſhe would triumph 
over my enemies, as ſhe had triumphed 


ed upon my heart, her return will not be ſpee- 


| die enough to give me patience to ſtay for her ; 


mor to retard the deſire T have to ſee ber up- 


on the field of her viForic. Theſe are the 


| Impatiences, which my lovely, and dear- 


ly loved Orithia cauſelh in her unchange- 


| able, 


Thaleſtri F, 


[ ſent back this anſwer by her that brought me 
Orithia S letter, which was come to Thems/cira a 
ortnight before me, and burning really with a de- 


lire to ſee her, and partake in her vicorics, I pre- 
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pared my ſelf very chearfully for that ſecond 
voyage. But O Gods ! when [| was buſieſt in ſet- 
ting things in order, and in drawing forces together 
to depart, I reccived a ſecond letter, by one of 0- 
rithias women, in whom ſhe had greateſt confi- 
dence ; 1 opened it with ſume apprehenſion,the cauſe 
whereof was unknown to me, and caſting my cies 
upon it I read theſe words. 


The abuſed Orontes to the 
-faithleſs T baleſtris. 


delity in 4 woman, a weakneſs is to be 

accnſed of it, which appearances that 
were ſpeciozs enongh ſeerzea to authorize, and 
Thelieved'T might conſerve your affeFion, onc- 
ly becanſe 1 had well bought it; and well de- 
ſerved it. Though T have been fo unfortunate 
as to ſpend ſome years in your ſervice, T ſhall 
be wiſe enowgh to retire, now that you have 
made your felf unworthie of my afſe@ion , 
and of myecſtceem. T begg not of the Gods to 
panifh your fault, you have done it ſufficient- 
ly alreadje, by the nndervaluing you have ſhew- 
ed of your ſelf, by the contempt you have de- 
ſerved from the whole werld, and by the ſhane 
you have for cor fixt upon your memory 5 Live 
in the infamy you have fonght with ſo wmch 
pains, and ſince your ambition is fo nobly li- 
mited, loſe the remembrance of mine, which 
ſo blindly had bounded in you alone 5 I leave 
your armies, your countrie, and your ſelf 
ſor ever, and T carrie away nothing with me 
in this voluntarie baniſhment, but my repen- 
tance for having returned aſter my firſt. 
I/the Gods ſend me my death, T ſhall prejer it 
before the affliction of ſecing you again, and if 
they continue my life, T will paſs it wholly 
without ſo much as a thought of you. 


[þ T have been ſo {:mple as to hope for fi- 


When I read this letter, by good chance I had 
no bodie by me þut H:ppolita, who ſeeing me grow 
pale, and itagger atthe end of it, put forth her arms 
to hold me up, and kept me from falling on the floor, 
Which way ſhall I be able, Sir, to deferibe the 
greatneſs of my affliction, in ſo unexpected. a dil- 
aſter? and how ſhall I make you to conceive, what 
I find my ſelf unable to expreſs ? 1 cannot bet- 
ter compare my forrow than to that of the Prin- 
ceſs Statira, when by the craftic deceits of Roxana, 
ſhe received that fatal letter which hath cauſed all 
your misfortunes, and I believe that as there was a 
great deal of reſemblance between theſe two adven- 
tures, ſo alſo they produced the fame effects, 1 
had fainting fits like Srarira, I tore my hair,- and 


wept like her, and like ker, I ſaid all that rage and 
grief can inſpire into diſtracted perſons; I paſſed att * 
> 
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that day in reſHeſs ſtartings, or rather in convulſions, 
and if Hippolrra had not carefully obſerved my aQti- 
ons, I ſhould have uſed my own hands again!t my 
life. 

The nextday, after I had long tormented my ſelf, 
I called for her that had brought me that cruel letter, 
and having commanded her to tell me in what place, 
and in what a condition ſhe had left Or:thia, ſhe 
rold me, that within a while after the battel ſhe had 
won, ſhe was taken with an exceſſive ſadneſs, which 
kept her for ſome daies in bed, and that as ſoon as 
ſhe was a little better, ſhe took horſe, with no bo- 
die but Lſcaria, and having commanded this wo- 
man to follow her tiil ſhe was two or three hundred 
paces from the camp, ſhe gave her certain rings for 
a reward of the ſervice ſhe had done her, ltrictly 
charging her to deliver that letter into my own hands, 
which ſhe would not trult into any bodics but hers, 
and bidding her tell 1fcnalippa ſhe might take 
the command of the armie, which ſhe forſook 
for ever; and that when ſhe had given theſe orders, 
ſhe took a way quite different from that which led 
back to the Camp, where ſince that time ſhe had 
never appeared. This account perfected the 
ſettling of deſpair in my heart, and put me into the 
moſt lamentable eſtate that a ſoul was able to con- 
ceive. I began to reflect with repentance, upon the 
proofs of action I had givento that ungrateful man, 
for whom I would have aboliTned our laws, and 
forſaken a Kingdom, to run 2icer meaner preten(1- 
ons, and thoſe uncercain oacs too; I examined all 
the actions of my life, which could poſſibly have 
given him any ſuſpition, or ciſcontent; and find- 
ing them but too full of in:ocence and affection to 
him, I plung'd my ſelf into an abyſs of ſorrow and 
vexation. I had ſome conceit that my journic to 
Alexander might have diſpleaſed him, but my ſtay 
there had been ſo ſhort, and all my actions had pai- 
ſed ſo openly, and been eied by ſo many witneſſes, 


that I did not believe, he could from thence draw © 


matter for all thoſe high abuſes, and that unworthie 
uſage. To that inconltancic wherewith he calt me 
off, after having received ſo many teitimonics of 
my affection, he added wrongs, and upbraid- 
ings of ſhame and infamie, the terms whereof I 
could not digeit. Hippolira who had often read over 
his ſharp, injurious letter, could find no words to 
excuſe him, no, nor free her ſelf from thoſe reproa- 
ches I uſed to her for having favoured his baſe per- 
nicious deſigns, 

I will not repeat, Sir, what my grief and my re- 
ſentment made me ſay, that recital would be of a 
troubleſom length, and I will fatisfie my felf with 
telling you, that after having ſufficiently wept, and 
deplored my misfortune, 1 at laſt made hatred ſuc- 
ceed my love, and took a firm reſolutionto go and 
ſeek him to the world's end, that I might puniſh his 
' perfidiouſneſs, and revenge the unpardonable inju- 
ries he had done me. Ithen contradicted all that 
the conſideration of that diſloyal wretch had made 
me ſpeak unto our women, to the advantage of man; 
and I then animated them to the averſion which they 
naturally had to that ſex, by ſuch words as made 
tiem judgeI had ſome new occaſion to hate them. My 
ſorrow did not fo little torture me, bnt that it cait 
me into a ſickneſs which forced me to keep my bed, 
or my chamber, above two months ; durins all that 
timel heard not one word of that Traitor, and as 
ſoon as I was recovered, after I had concluded a 
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peace with the Cappadecians, by the mediati 
ſome of our neighbours who enterpoſed, ] py 
government of my eſtate into Aeralippa's hay 
and went from Themiſcira, without other compy 
bur H:ppolita, and this other woman, whom Wn 
ſee with me; we cloathed our ſelves in meng ,\ 
parel as now we are, and to begin my ſearch, 
took the right way toward Scy:b1a, believin h 
diſloyal Orontes was retired thither, ard that] thy, 
might glut the rage wherwith I was fo juitly exaſpy 
rated again{t him; I will not trouble you wiky, 
particulars of my voyages, nor of my encounter 
[ will not repeat the names of thoſe places whey 
paſſed, nor of the provinces I travelled through 
go into your Country, you ſhall only know thy 
tera long painful journey,I arrived in tte Provingg 
the 21aſſegctes, but that people had heard noney 
of their Prince, from the time he fell into the Araz,W 
and were then governed by an old Prince, to whwſ 
the ſucceſhon by nearneſs of bluud did rightly 
longs; not being ſatisfied with that,I paſſed the may 
Imars, and entred into Europe; and into the Pu 
vince of the 1ſedons, to viſit the Court of the Kft 
your father, where Ibelicved I might hear news 
him. I ſtayed there in a vain exp Cctation thy 
whole months, and it was at that time when yy 
were in priſon, and that a valiant Commander nan 
ed A-ſces, was gone with the army of the Kio 
your Father, to the fronticrs of Scy:v1a, againſt 4. 
riz:bas, who invaded them ; I was ſo dceply bur 
inmy paton , that it-hindred me from informin; E, 
my ſelf of your adventures, and I onely hex] 
what the meanett of the people could not be vB 
norant of. Iſomtimes ſaw the Princeſs Bren 
your lifter, whom | thought fair beyond imagination, 


but the reſviution | had taken to keep my ſell alw:y 
unknown, was the cauſe I neither waited 'upon her, 
nor diſcoyered my ſelf toany body ; the inſtru: 
ons I hed recived from Oronres, gave me knowledsbit 
cnough inthe language of his country, to makenſ 
ſelf be underitood of all the world. When | kf 
ſtayedat /fedon as long as I have told you, Idepu-W 
ted full of grief, and went towards Arſace; hisw 
my, where I thought defire of glory might pt: 
chance have itopp'd him before his coming to coilt, 
I got thither within a few dayes, and was*one of tix 
Frit at that bloudy battel, which was fought upm 
the confines of your Kingdom, where I ſaw thew: 
liant General do actions of fo rare a courage, that 
ſhall ever preſerve the memory of then, as of: 
Prodigy. I continued in that Army without making 
my ſelf known for other than a young voluntier, til 
it began to march back toward /ſſedo,: and then ſee 
ing my ſelf as unſucceſsful in my laſt hopes as I had 
beenin my firſt, I returned into Aſia, which I vil 
tedalmoſtall ina years time I ſpent in tfavelling up 
and down there; in the end, after long wandringsto 
no purpoſe, I came into this Countrie with fome 
hope,thatamong ſo many Princes, whereof Alexar 
ders Court was compoſed, I might learn ſome news 
of my faithleſs Orontes,againit whom 1 have prefer: 
ved my indignation fo ſ{trongly.that time fhall never 
be able to wearit out of my mind. Behold (col 
tinued Thaleſtris ending her narration) the abſtrat 
of a life full of misfortunes, pardon me if in ſome 
placesI have too much cnlarged my f:1f, and if Thave 
paſſed over others too ſuccinctly, ſince only the mo- 
tions of my paſſion made that difference, See now 
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cauſe to hate that Prince, who by his infidelity 
tath rendred himſelf unworthy of the honour he hath 

lied to you. 
wanton her ſtory on this manner, and 
Orm0ndates having hearkned to it attentively, A7- 
dam(faid he)7 cannot chaſe but be Orontes hrs ex:emy, 
after the knowledge you have given me of an tnfide- 
lity without example ; yet when 1 remember the proofs 
"which without intermiſſion he ſhewed of fo real apa- 
ſpon, after which we ſee him fall into a baſencſs with- 
out any probable ground; and when I call ro mind 
what ſubtilty and calumny have heretofore done a- 


E cainſt mine innocence, 1 am forced to ſuſpend my 
[>] 
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judgment, and belicve that either you have been de” 
ceived by others than Orontes, or that Orontes hath 
been d:ceiv'd himfelf, by very ſtrong appearances ; 
for indeed ſo ſudaen, and ſo unexpe3ted a change 
is contrary ta common ſenſe, and paſſe's my ima- 
gination, and 1 am fully perſwaded, that there 
:s more innocence 14 Orontes bis intentions, 
tan there hath been in the effelts, erther of his grief, 
or of hrs incouſtancy. The Queen would have re- 
plied, but Oroondates ſecing it was extreamly late, 
and that ſo long a diſcourſe might impair her health, 
took leave of her till the next day, and having bid- 
den her goodnight, retired into his Chamber, 


T he End of the Fourth Bock. 
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Roondates paſſed that night as he had done | 
many others, and the day following was 

ſpent in thoſe ſad employ ments which his 

deadly griefs had already made habitual to 
him, yet did he afford part of it t0 the entertain- 
ment of the fair Amazon, and diſcourſed a great 
while with her, touching the cauſes of Oronres his 
infidelity, which he could neither comprehend nor , 
excuſe; the friendſhip he had born that Prince made 
him ſeek out reaſons to juſtifie him, but the Queens 
ſpirit grew ſo incenſed againſt him, that he was fain 
togiveover his defence, and condemn him with her, 
The converſation of that Princeſs diverted his ſor- 
Ows for ſome few moments, yet no ſooner washe 
out of her preſence, but he plunged himſelf ſo deep- 
ly in his afflictions, that without a moſt particular 
aſſiltance of the gods, vr rather without an apparent 
miracle, his life could not have ſubſilted in ſuch vio- 
lent aſſaults, 4b! my dear Princeſs, (ſaid he ſome- 
Umes) bow great is ny patience, and bow great proofs 
ao 1 now Lrue you of the truth of my affettion! cer- 
tainly the moſt happy perſons never found more di ſſi- 
culty 'n reſolving to dye, than 1 ao in endurin9 to 
dive; receive this laſt teſtimony of my love, as the 
greateſt I ever ſhnewed you, and by this ſevere COn- 
firaint, judge how dear the aefire of ſatisfying you 
tome, evenafter your death it ſelf. 


In ſuch like diſcourſes, andin ſuch like thoughts, 
he lingred out five or fix daies,at the end of which, his 
wound was almott perfectly heated, but his ſtrength 
was not ſo ſoon returned, and his ſadneſs had 
brought him ſo low, thata longer time was requiſite 
for thc recovery of it, He walked every day in the 
wood, where he ſought out thoſe places that were 
molt gloomy, and molt confanat to the eſtate of 
his mind ; allobjects of pleaſure to him were fatal, 
and thoſe that repreſented any thing of woe, gave 
him the molt real ſatisfaction, Thaleſiris*s wound 
was quickly ina good condition, and permitted her 
to leave her bed withina few days. The eight after 
Lyſimzachus his departure, which was the ſame he 
had made them hope for his return, was almoſt quite 
expired and the Prince of Scy:hiz began to be trou- 
bled to ſee him fil of his promiſe, when his Squire 
Cleantes, arrived; Oroondares preiently running to 
him,enquired news of his Majter. He is in Ptols- 
eu his army Sir, ( anſwered Cleaiites ) and you 
will ſee the cauſe of his ſtay, in this letter he hath 
written to you ; faying fo he preſented him a paper, 
and Oroondatcs havins opened it, read theſe words. 


Lyſuma- 
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Lyfmachus to Prince Oroon- 
dates: 


Ur common affairs hinder me from ſeeing 
you again ſo ſoon as T intended, but the 
canſe of it will procure your pardon for a de- 
lay which trouble's me very much. Thoſe 
Princes my friends, whoſe aſſiſtance was need- 


full for our revenge, were all diſperſed, and | 


ſome of them were already upon their way to 
thoſe Provinces which are fallen to their lot. 
Ptolomeus and I labour to get them together 
again, and that care will neither be unprojita- 
ble, nor unneceſſary. Perdiccas and Roxana, 
whom our proceedings, and the remorſe of 
their crime have made ſuſpicious, draw forces 
towards them again, and by our example keep 
their friends about them. The report of your 
wertue ha's gain d you agreat many here, who 
will be as much concerned in your intereſts, 


as in their own,and particularly Ptolomeus, | 


| — 


— 


CASSANDR 4. 


ſwered very pertinently, and the fair Amazoy,being : 


—— —  wouw__— 


who hath prayed me to beg him a part in that 


friendſhip, which you have done me the honor | 


to promiſe mezT befeech you ſtay for news of 
in the place where you are, without any other 
diſquiet than what you receive by our loſſes, 


- and moderate your grief, that you may reco- 


wer your ſtrength, the gods promiſe ws as great 

ſatisfaction, as we can in reaſon deſtre, and 1 
promiſe my ſelf the continuance of that goo4- 
neſs you have ſhewed unto your faithful. 


Lyfmachus. 


After that Oroordates had read this letter in the 
preſenceof Thaleſtris, he asked Cleantes:more par- 


- ticular news of his Maſter and Cleantes, when he 


had civilly preſented his Maſters humbleſt ſervice to 
the Queen, as he had been expreſly commanded, an- 
ſwered that he had left him with Prolomexs, from 
whom he had received a welcom ſuitable to their an- 
cient friendſhip ; he ſaid moreover, that Prolomern's 
army was above three or four hours riding from 
them, and that it conſiſted of ten thouſand foot and 
four thouſand horſe, that Eumenes was marching to- 
ward Cappadocia with ten thouſand men, but;that 
theyhad ſent to call him back,as likewiſe Antigone, 
and Polyperon, and many others, who were begin- 
ning to take their way toward their ſeveralProvinces; 
he told him alſo that Zyſimachus conjured him, for 
many reaſons, not to ſtir from Polemor's houſe, fince 
it was however neceſſary the army ſhould draw that 
way, and that he would wait upon him there, be- 
fore he had gotten vp his ſtrength again. Though 
Oroonaates was exceeding ſorry for Lyſimachus his 
delay, he was comforted by the hope of his revenge, 
which he already ſaw ina very good forwardncſs; 
he asked Cleantes many queſtions, to which he an- 


Part.Il; 


already well inſtructed in their affairs, was defirqyy. 


to intereſs her ſelf in them as in her own, ang % 


telted to Oroondates, that ſhe would run his fortune. 
and that ſhe would ſecond him to the death ing, 
lawful an intention, Oroondates, who could ng 
ſlight her aſſiſtance aſter the knowledge he had of her 
valour, returned her thanks with great civility, ang 
extolled her generoſity in terms that ſatisfied her ye. 
ry much. The next day he ſcnt back Cleanrestghis 
Maſter with this letter, 


Oroondates to Prince Lyſima. 
chus, 


? Y trouble for your alſence, is moderq: 


ted by the cenſe that retard's you; iti; 
too juſt a one to be complained of, and Jour 
intentions too generous to be diſapproved; if 
your goodneſs hath gained ine conj;derabl 


friends, it will likewiſe keep me in their good 


opinion by the ſame wayes, and will procun 


me a place in the eſtceu2 of great Ptolomen 


the advantage whereof will be totally min; 


Beſides thoſe gallant warriours you have arn- 
e1to maintain our quarrel, we have here el. 
lona, who engage's her ſelf in our migfr 
tunes, and whoje aſſ;ance will be both gliri 


miſery. 


Cleantes beins gone, Oroondates cominucd wit 
the Queen, intendins to itay in that houſe, thereto 
expect news from Ly/izachiz, as alſo the recovery 
of his health, and the pleaſure of the gods, who 
had confined him to the banks of Enphrures, The 
ſervants Lyſimachzs had left,were ſo careful of him 
that within a few dayes his wound was quite cloſet 
up, and within a few more perfectly hardned: his 
itrength began to come to him again, and though he 
recovered not that fleſhineſs, and that lively - 
lour he formerly had, he cot upa £ood part d 
his wonted vigour, and within a ſhort time 
found himſelf in a condition to bear arms again, 
and to execute whatſoever his reſentment couldre- 
quire from him. Thaleſtrzs, whoſe wound had been 
much lighter, was curcd as ſoon as he, and ſhe 
might have hoped to be ſuddenly irons enough to 
begin the ſearch'of her faithleſs Oronres again, if the 
deken of aſſiſting Oroendates, and thoſe of his pat: 
ty, had not ticd her to their intereſts with ſo much 
affection, that ſhe ſeemed to have forgotten her own, 
The Prince of Scythia acknowledging himſelf infintt 
ly obliged unto her goodneſs,repayed her all manner 


the extremity of his ſadneſs would permit him. Be 
walked often with her by the river fide, and in the 
wood, where his encounter of the names of Cafjatr 
dra and Enridice, whoſe misfortunes, and whoſe 
characters were fo like to thoſe of his Princeſs, mo 
ved bim agninto a curioſity of learging news of thoſe 

{traſt 


ous and beneficial to us 5 ſhorten our diſcon- 
tents the moſt you poſſibly can, an be pleoſed 
to undertake nothing, without giving a ſlur 
in yourglory, to him that bear's a part in you | 


of civilities, and took as much care to divert her. 


| he knew Concerning them; 


= morel ; _ . 
* fn to conceal it, was not willing to preſs him any 


= further, 


Book. IV. 


's: and remembring taat Araxes had ſeen Pole- 
»: diſcourſing in bis garden with unknown Cafſi- 
tra, he believed he might from hin receive the in- 
formation he defired ; to that end having ſent for 
him, he prayed him courtcouſly, to tell him what 

Polemon without itay- 

ingfor a ſecond entreatY, Sr , (40 he ) both tbe 
ality) and the adventures of thoſe | fair ſtrangers 
are unknown 10 me, and 1 canonly tel you, that per- 
chance the earth never bore more fir nor more love- 
ly perſons 3 they were in this houſe ſome few dayer, 
but now they are gone away, and as 1 was 19n0: ant 

om what part of the earth they cane buther, fo am 1 
litewiſe to what place theyare retired ; tis 75 alll am 
able to let you know, and I moſt humbly beſeech you 
Sir, not to deſire any more of me, Oroonaates judg- 


 --5 by this anſwer, that either Polerwon knew no 


ws han he had told him, or that. he had ſome rea- 


Pulemon's ſervants went every day to Babylon to 


© fetch proviſions, and Orovndates woutd needs fend 
E Araxes with them priv ately, to inform himſelf con- 
BB cerning Barſina, and many other perſons, who for- 
= merly had born him friendſhip ; butabove all he gave 
& him order to enquire after Toxarzs, and Loncares, 
= of whom he had heard nothing, and whoſe loſs he 
EZ beyailed as that of two moſt faithful fervants. A- 
@ raxes acquitted himſelf very diſcreetly, of thoſe 
Z commiſſions he had reccived from his Matter, ard 

| athisreturn, told him that Barſina was nut at Ba- 


byln, no more was Apa: nor Arſpnoe, who 


= vere gone from them with their husban2s ; rhar 
EZ Kins Occh:s his daughters, a:d al thoſe perſons 
W: O — 

© thathad any affinity to the Blood Royal of Perſia, 
EZ hadforſaken the Town to avoid the cruelty of Roxa- 


na, Perdiceas, and Cafſander, who menaced them 
with « general ruine, that Perdiccas made the 
forces of his Allies to advance on all ſides, to defend 


| him againſt thoſe that were diſcontented, by 


whom he was already threatned ; that there was 


| notſo much as any mention of Ar:des, and that he 
* hadpreſerved nothing at all of that ſhadow of Roy- 


alty w: ich had been given him; that a molt exact 
guard was kept at the gates, that they got in arms, 
and victual from all parts, and that in ſhort they 
prepared themſelves all manner of wayes for a war ; 
that he had ſought diligently after Toxarzs, and Lon- 


{ Cates, but could hearno news of them in the world, 


Araxes having given his Maſter this perfect account, 
furniſhed him with matter to entertain himſelf for the 
reſt of that day, and to drown part of his ſorrows in 
the thoughts of war. The'next day he ſent one of Ly- 
ſmachwi's ſervants to him,to vive him notice of his be- 
ing recovered, and to pray him earneltly not to 
leave him longer in a ſhameful idleneſs. 

Aﬀer the Meſſenger was gotten on horſe-back to 
0 toward Prolomens his Camp, Oroondates went 
abroad,and took his ordinary walk along the river : 
he had long entertained his melancholy thoughts 
upon the banks of F,»when having his face turned 


towards Babylon, he faw a Cavalier armed at all 


points, coming along the great road; the little de- 
fire he had to meet with any body, made him ſtep a- 
(de among certain fallows that grew by the edge of 
the river,yet hewent not ſo far out of the way,but he 
could obſerve, that the man whoſe beaver of his hel: 
met was down, was of a very fair ſtature, and that 
be carried a woman behind him, whoſe face was co- 


a 


vered with a vail, and her habit like that of the tws-: 
women whom he had found a fleep not long before, 


199 


and out of whoſe hands fe!] the letter « f the unknown 
Cafſanira, Tae arms of this Cavalier were ſmear- 
ed in ſome places with blood, and his hotſe bad ſome 
ligat hurts: The woman embraced him very cloſely, 
and he turned towards her ſometimes, and r<turned 
ner kindnefſes with great demon{trations off affe&ti- 
on. Oroonaates d1d not much conſider it, but he 
was extreamly ſurprized when in the diſcourſe of 
thoſe two perſons, he thought he heard the voice of 
his deceaſed Queen, he lent an ear to that ſound in a 
greatamaze, but the horſeman was quickly a good 
way oft, and the poor Prince attributed that opiniort 
to the preoccupation of iis mind, which had for- 
merly produced the like effe&t. This belief having 
redoubled his,diſcontents, O grief ! (cried he) # ir 
net ſufficient that thou troubleſt my reaſon, but thok 
muſt alſo corrupt my ſenſes ; and muſt thou needs im- 
preat thy ſelf afrelhin my foul, by ail the objets that 
come before my eies, and all the noiſes that enter into 
my ears ? art thou not abſolute enough in my heart als 
ready, without ſcering new forts of ryrarny, and doſt 
thou not torment it with inhumanry enongh, unlc(s 
thou aggravateſt wy misfortunes by new kinds of cru- 
eity "4 
This reflexion havins much augmented his ſorrows, 
plunged him into fo perfect a melancholy, that he 
continued on this walk along the river, not thinkin 
what he did, till he came within fight of the walls of 
zavylon ; at lathe perceived he was gotten above 
tifzeen or fixteen furlongs from Polewon'”s houſe, and 
was already turning about to return thither, when 
his ears were {trucken with a doleful ſound; and 
hearkning to it with ſome attention, he diſcerned the 
voice of onethat lamented. His grief had not ex- 
tinguiſhed that generoſity of mind, whereof, he had 
ever made ſo high, and ſo regular a profeſſion, and 
his fortun? at that time, by a moſt fantaſtical capri- 
chio gave him a very {trange occaſion to exerciſe ; 
he ſaw a horſe hard by him, which having broken 
the reins of his bridle, fed at liberty upon the graſs 
that grew. on the bank of the river, and caſting his 
eyca little further off, toward the place where he 
had heard that mourn/ul voice, he perceiveda trace 
of blood upon the earth, and+ having followed it 
a while, he at the foot ofa tree beheld a man com- 
pleatly armed, and the graſs about him died with 
the ſame blood, wherewith the field was ſprinkled ; 
his charitable humour made him draw near that 
wounded ftranger, and asking him preſently both 
how he felt himſelf and who had put him into that 
condition, without ſtaying for an anſwer he pulled 
off his cask, and taking his Curaſs off likewiſe, he 
began to ſearch for his wounds. This man by that 
aſhitance breathing a freer air than before, began to 
oven Oroondates, with a feeble voice prayed 
hintto trye if he could Ranch his bloud. The Prince 
of Sczrhia was already endeavouring to do it,and ha- 
ving torn part of the linnen he wore, made rowlers 
of it, wherewith he be began to bind vp his wounds 
with much dexterity and pity ; he had one upon the 
thigh, and two in his body from which he had loft ſo 
great a quantity of blood, that he was hardly able to 
move; when by the he'p of Oroondares the courſe 
of it was a little opt, the firanger finding eaſe,” and 
looking upon him from whom he had received that 
relief; Whoſoever thou art (ſaid Fe) that ſo charita- 
bly aſſiſf's me, know that thou haſt done this office ta 
neither 
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neither an ungrateful perſon, nor one unable to re- 
ite it; I have ſome credit in this countrie, which 
thou maieſt make uſe of, if the gods grant me my life, 
and if thou canſt make me be carried to the citie, 
Theſe words obliging Oroongares, to eye this man a 
little more intentively than he had yet done, he ob- 
ſerved a great deal of Majeſtie in his countenance, 
and features which were not utterly unknown to him; 
he began to promiſe him all manner of aſſiſtance. 
when the ſtranger to ſtir him up to it the more, To 
the end ( ſaid he ) thou maieſt not believe thou haſt 
emploied thy charitie upon an ordinarie perſon, and 
one from whom thou couldeſt expect nothing but 
common hopes. know that 1 am called Perdiccas, 
Never did thunderbolt, falling at the foot of ſome 
young ſhepherd, ſtrike him with ſo {trangea ſur- 
- priſe as that did the Prince of Scy:h:a, when he heard 
pronounced that hated, that deteſted name of Pc7- 
diccas. Atſo great an aſtoniſhment, all his bloud 
retired to his heart, his face grew pale, the linnen 
he yet held, fell out of his lands, and ſinking down, 
he was near looſing his ſenſes, and his underſtanding. 
all the words in the world, and a'! the moſt natural 
and moſt poweriul expreſſions, are too weak in this 
place, and can but np: riectly repreſent Oroondates 
his thoughts, and the ei:ate he was in at this adven- 
ture. That Peraicca:, that Miniter, whom he could 
not conſider as other than a murthercr, yet ſtain'd 
with the richei: bloud that was ſo dcar to him ; and 
he whoſe death he had not only ſworn, but whoſe 
death alone was the onely aim of his life, and the 


only cauſe why he had preſerved it ; that horrible 


parricide, againit whom thoulands of men were at 
that time taking up arms for his quarrel, by a mira- 
culous decree of the gods, is delivercd into his Þ:+ds, 
yet delivered in ſuch a condition, "that he canr.Uc give 


his misfortunes, but without honour, and without 
teliſtance, 

'Tis true, the nature of the offence he hath re- 
ceived, may well excuſe his revenge, which way 
ſoever he executed it, and that now he no longer 
ha's to do with that glorious enemie, for whom ſo 
many illuſtrious aCEtions,and more lawful injuries,had 
heretofore given him more generous reſentments, 
and more particular conſiderations, but with this 
Tygre, who violating all divine, and humanlaws, had 
newly ſtabb'd his dagger into the boſom of his love- 
ly Starira, of the Queen of his ſoul, nay of his own 
Queentoo ; that abominable murdercr of the wjdow 
of his King, and the greateſt of all the Kings that 
ever were, and with him ( in ſhort) into whoſe breaſt 
he ought to ſend a thouſand deaths, if he were cap- 
able of ſuffering ſo many, wighout any reſpect to his 
weakneſs, and without reggWing a generoſitie which 
was no longer ſeaſonable, nor decent inthoſe terms, 
to which ſo juſt a deſpairhad reduced him. Indeed 
any other ſoul but his would have run hcadlong to 
that revenge without pondering the fitneſs of it, and 
any other Lover but he would have embraced that 
occaſion to ſatisfic ſo lawful an anger, without having 
any conſideration of honour, for him that had ex- 
tinguiſhed them all, in the horror of ſo dreadful a 
crime ; but Oroondates his mind was of another 
temper, and though he was a man, though he was a 
Lover, though he was deſperate, he was not capable 
of killing a wounded perſon, nor of taking away a 
life which he was not able to defend againſt him ; 


CASSAND RA, Part, II; 


| ly ſoever he was reſolved upon P erdicc as his c 

he could not reſolve to take ſo ſhamef\ la time; 
give it him, and in thoſe deadly trances wWhereyig 
he was cruelly combated, the motions of his 6 


and the alteratrons of his countenance diſcoverediy 


perplexitie, 

Perdiccas was not ſo far ſpent, but that he 
ceived his change, and would have forced himfelfy 
ask the cauſe of it, when Oroondates broke hig my, 
tal ſilence, and ſtepping back ſome few paces from 
him, croſſing his arms upon kis breaſt, and lifi 
his eyes to heaven, O gods ! ( cried he ) what fra 
inhumanitie, or rather what itrange injuſtice dg M 
uſc againit me ? you havea thouſand times diſarny 
this hand, which 1 had armed againſt the firſt raviſ 
of my happineſs, and now you take from mety 
libertie of puniſhing the infamous butcher of my 
and of the moſt perfect creature you ever ſent ing 
this world ; you will have me ſee this cruel man, by 
ſee him in a condition which forbid*s me to givehig 
that death I was preparing for him, and which coy 
not but be too gentle for the expiation of his crime; 


him his ceath ? what, ſhall not'Statira then het. 
venged ? ſhall that pure bloud which crie's again} 
this barbarovs villain, and that dearly beloved fpin 
which wander's inceſſantly about me, have no fats 
faction ? and fhall this monſter, by the juſtice of 
heaven, fall into my hands, only to receive aſſitang? 
Ah ! no my vertue, no my gcnerofitie, Ino longer 
know you ; you were noble toward Alexander, hu 
toward this Tygre; you would be baſe, you woull 


him, but this ſword that ought to cut the thread of 


yet would he not pardon him neither, but how firm- 


; 


our two lives, muſt begin withthe morc puiltie, an 


' cad with the more innocent. -. 
him the death which oughtto limit both his life and * 


At theſe words he put his hand upon the hilt of hi 
ſword, and advanced a ſtep or two toward his ere 
mie, but fecing him firetched out, at the foot 1 
tree, and almolt fainting, he ſtopp'd; full of grid 
and confuſion ; Ah ! miſerable man, ( purſued he) 
what wilt thoudo ? and by what ar, aCtion wilt thou 
diſhcnour all thoſe of thy life ? thine enemie lie'sal 
along, ſorely wounded, and perhaps readie to expire 
his baſeneſs cannot excuſe nor authorize thine, andi 
Perdiccas be itill Perdiccas; remember that Orom- 
dates 1s {till Orooxaares; if the Traitour eſcape thele 
wounds, he ſhall not eſcape thy lawful furic ; andi 


, hedie of them, thou oughtelt to expect that from 


them, which thou canſt not give him without cowar- 
diſe ; thou ſhalt take away his life with more glort, 
when thou ſhalt take itin the midſt of his guards; 
and when he ſhall be able to diſpute it with thee; kt 
him live then, the infamous wretch, let him live, 
fince the gods and my cruel deſtinie do ſo ordain it; | 
do not pardon him a crime, which is not of a nature 


to hope for any, butl defer his puniſhment, tothe 


end I may give it him without ſhame, and that I may 
die without repentance, When Oroondates ſpoke 
theſe laſt words, he was fo near unto Perdiccas, that 
he could eafily hear them, and he was not ſo far gone 


but that he underſtood part of them, and had obſer- 


ved part of his actions, 

He was ignorant of their cauſe, and ceſiring to 
know what it might be, he ſtrove to raiſc his voice) 
and looking upon Orcondares; 1 know not ( ſaid he) 
what injurie I have done thee, that thou ſhouldeſt 0 
ſoon change thy former goodneſs into bloudie It- 
proaches, and deſigns againſt my life ; I never " 


How, ( ſaid he again) amI then forbidden to giv 


be c.,:iemnable 3 he mult die, and I mult Ge wih = 


| 
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etha 


in me 2 deiire £0 requite thy good oftices, which 


Gonld not oblige thee to hate me. ah, Montter 
/ cried the Prince, turning away his eyes through 
horror ) butchercr of the fairCit Princellcs in the 
world, doeſt thou believe there is yct a man that can 
know Sratira's Murtherer, and not be his encmie ! 
mult thou eſcape me, thou barbarous fellow, me, I 
fay, who am more concerned in her loſs than all the 
earth together ? Oroondates would have continued 
hisreproaches agailt Perdiccas, when he interrupts 
& him, and ſtretching out his hand, Friend ( ſaid 
he )let us make peace | pray thee, the aſſytance thou 
haſt given me, makes me deſire it with thee, and 1 
declare unto thee truly, that if thy hatred be grounJ- 
edonely upon 5 tatira's dcath, thou oughteit to ccaſe 
to be my enemie. Srarira is not dead, and would it 
pleaſed the gods that ungrateiul = Oro- 
ondares ſuffered not Perdiccas to proceed {urther, 
and if his firſt words had ſurprized him, this ſecond 
aſtoniſhment, which his lait cauſed in hm, was in- 
finitely above the former. How ! Perdiccas ( cried 
@ he, retiring two or three ſteps is not Queen Statira 
dead? Ah! tric nor to prolung thy dayes by that de- 
WE ceit, the eltate thou art in ſecure's thee from my jult 
K7 indignation, and thou needeit not invent lies to ſave 
| thy ſelf, 

Perdiccas making an utmoſt attempt again his 
weaknzſs; I do not lie, ( faid he ) and I proteit to 
thee by all the gods, not onelyv that Sratzra 15 living, 
but that ſhe is l:ving only by my means ; ask the in- 
conſtant Caſſandra news of the ungrateiul Sratira : 
& thou ſhalt know that I ſaved her, to the prejudice of 
my own fortune, and of my e{tabliſhment, and thou 
| ſhalt know alſo that for a recompence of that good 

ſervice, ſhe ha's cait her ſelf into the arms of a Lover, 
whom ſhe adore's, whom ſhe kiſs 'd, whom ſhe em- 
{ braced before my face, and who ha's left me in the 
caſe you ſee. Perdiccas would have ſaid more, if 
his weakneſs would have ſufferd him, and if the ve- 
hemence of his ſpeaking had not moved him ſo that 
he fell into a ſwoun, It is impoſſible to repreſent the 

ſtrange inward moti ns that aſſaulted Oroongdares in 
| amoment ; though he had but an uncertain belief of 

Perdiccas his words, that joy as imperfect as it was, 

had like to have been his ſudden deſtruction. He 

remained a great while without being able to expreſs 
his ſeveral thoughts, and that ſtrong ſurpriſe had ſo 
amazed him, that he was hardly capable of any un- 
derſtanding. He had much adoe to diſpoſe his mind 
unto that hope, and his ſoul was ſo prepoſſeiſed with 
his former opinion, that it was very difficult to bring 
it toa belief of that miracle ; the exceſs of his hap- 
pineſs ſtupified him, and he formed ſo high an 14ea 
to himſelf that his imagination was not able to reach 

It; he had ſome trouble to believe even that he was 

alive himſelf, or at leaſt to belicve he was not a 

ſep. 

When he had a little recovered himſelf, Ah ! (cri- 

&d he of a ſudden ) the gods have not revived my 

Princeſs, Perdiceas is a liar, and that baſe ſellow 

Is but too capable of all manner of. vices : he madea 

Op, after that firit exclamation, and having floateds 
ed a long time in an uncertaintic full of confuſion. 

1s n0 matter,( purſued he Jour condition cannot be 
worſe than it is; let us drive on our deſtinic to the 
utermoit, and let us learn from the ſame mouth, 


SS - 


tIremember, and this firſt ſight had wrought | 


OO —_  ———— ——  — 


elther the end 'of his lie, or the perfect truth. With 


f - . . 
theſewords he drew near to Perdiccas again, toclear | called many things into 
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his doubt, but he ſaw he was in a ſwoun. Although 
he did not yield an abſolute belief unto his words, 
yet was he not ſo far from it, but that he ſuffered his 
mind to encline towards it a little, and begun to 
look upon that man, with thoughts different from 
thoſe he had of him ſome few minutes before ; in- 
ſomuch that being excited cither by his natural gene- 
rolity, or by a defire to learn the reſt of his fortune, 
ran to the. River, and taking up water in Perdiccas 
his cask, he caſt ſome-of it many times upon his 
face, to bring him to himſelf again ; but ſeeing that 
he labourcd with ſmall ſucceſs, and that his weak- 
neſs was ſuch as required better remedies, he re- 
ſoived to afſit him to the uttermoſt, and to return 
to Polc011's houſe, to ictch thoſe that might carry 
him ſoſtly away ; but ſcarce had he gone an hundred 
paces with that deſign, when he ſaw a great many 
men on horſe back coming from the town, whorid- 
ing very fait, went ſtraight to the place where he 
had left Perdicezs, Oroendates got behind certain 
trees, bcing defirous to know what they would do, 
and from thence faw that ſome of them having alight- 
cd, laid the wounded man upon a Bier which they 
had brought, and took their way toward Baby/on a- 
gain, Oroendates ſeeing himſelf eaſed of that trou- 
ble, ſaw himſelf alſo deprived of the hope of learn- 
ing more certain news of his Princeſs, and after 
their departure he remained Teaning againſt an oak, 
in the polture of a man whom powerful cauſes of ad- 
miration had utterly ſtupihed, 

All the different thoughts, that different paſſions 
could itore' up in mind, affaulted him then in a 
throng, an3ſo confounded him,that they left him not 
the libertie of any choi-e, nor of any diſtinction. At 
firit his imagination following his defire, he be- 
lieved as he wiſhed, that Srarrra was alive, and in 
that fir{t belief, joy ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed his ſoul, 
that there was hardly any foot-tteps of his griet re- 
mainins in thoſe delightful motions : but as his hap- 
pineſs had ſeemed probable, by the conformitie it 
held with his deſires, ſo by its exceſs it appeared in- 
creaible, and made him find impoſitbilities 1n that, 
to which he had lent faith ſo caſily. Sratira had been 
{tabb'd, cait into a well, and covered with ftones in 
the preſence of T yrezzs, who had reported it, and 
her death was ſo generally confirmed, that there 
could no longer be the lealt doubt of it, not the leaft 
olimpſe of hope. This reflection precipitated him 
in a moment, from that height of bliſs, to which 
his firſt opinion had raiſed him, into that gult 
of miſerie. wherein he was alreadie buried, and put 
him again into his fatal thoughts, with more ſenſi- 
bilitic than ever. Ah! ( faid he ) Perdiccas 1s a 
Traitor, and a parricide, and I ſhould be the fim- 
pleſt of all men living, ifT gave credit to the word of 
a man branded with ſo many crimes : that mean ſpi- 
ritegfellow was afraid of death, and by that cun- 
ning believed he might prolong his liſe : let us not 
therefore flatter our ſelves any more with vainand ri- 
diculous hopes, which would but render our death 
more ſorrowful and more ſenſible, Sratira 15 dead, 
as certainly as the King her father, and fortune hath 
only ſent me this encounter to make her ſelf ſport 
with the deſtinie of a miſerable man. After this 
thought ſucceeded many others, which fortified the 
firſt, and pave light again to thoſe hopes he had 
conceived : he remembred that Perdiccas had men- 
tioned C2ſſurdra in his diſcourſe, and that name re- 
his memorie, which might . 
LL ſerve 
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ferve for the clearing of what he deſired. Thoſe 
words upon the trees, and rocks, with the names of 
Caſſandra and Euridice, which he had ſo often read, 
the characters whereof were ſo like thoſe of Srarira, 
and the ſence ſo conformable to her fortune, and 
her humour ; That letter which was fallen into his 
hands out of Cafſanara's, the writing whereof dit- 
fer*d not at all from that of his Princeſs, and which 
in thoſe terms it was couched, could not be addreſ- 
ſed to any other than himſelf under the name of O- 
rontes, Which he had ever born, and by which ſhe 
for the moſt part was wont to call him; Thoſe vi- 
fions which Zyſzmachu and he had feen at Polemor's 
houſe, both upon one day, and which inſtead of be- 
ing thoſe beloved ſpirits, might be the real bodies of 
their Princeſſes; the opinion he had, that he 
heard their voices in the wood, ſome few minutes 
before he found thoſe women afleep; and the ſame 
conceit he had that very day, of the woman whom 
the horſeman carried behind him, who accordins to 
the computation of time, and the marks he bore 
upon his arms, and upon his horſe, was like to be 
the very ſame who had wounded Peraiccas, and 
who anſwerably to his report, had likewiſe in his 
preſence expreſſed thoſe kindneſſes to that woman 
which he complained of, In ſhort all that could 
confirm what Perdiccas had ſaid, came into his 
mind ; and made it fo likely, that he hardly found 
any thing at all to doubt of, Well, ( cricd he of a 
ſudden) let us hope, Starira is without queition a- 
live, and if Tamnot the blindeſt man in the world, I 
cannot but know my happineſs. O gods ! if you 
ſhould have wrought this miracle in favour of me, 
what ſhould I ofter upon your altars ? and what 
ſhould 1 do to acknowledge a mercie of that nature ? 
After theſe words, and ſome others full of tranſport, 
he repeated all thoſe paſſages in his mind, from 
whence he could draw any afſurance of his good for- 
tune, and examining his laſt encounter particularly, 
he found it ſo agrecabie to Perdiccas his words, 
that he no longer doubted but that woman which 
rid behind the Cavalier, whoſe apparcl was ſo like 
Caſſandra's, and whoſe voice was ſo like Statira's, 
was really Statira her ſelf; Being fortified by theſe 
laſt conſiderations, in that opinion, he gave himſelf 
over to his joy, with ſuch exceſs as might have 
cauſed his death, if in the ſame encounter he had 
not met with ſtrong occaſions to repreſs it : 
True it is, that after having heedfully conſidered 
all things, he believed he had found Statira again, 
in the perſon of Caffandra, and of the woman 
who had paſſed by him that very day, but he could 
not give way to that thought, without making 
room for another, which was able to counterpoiſe 
a good part of his happineſs, nor belicve Statira to 
be living, without belicving her to be in the power 
of that Lover with whom Perdiccas reproacheghker, 
and whom he had ſeen her embrace in his own pre- 
ſence ; This opinion ſettling it ſelf with the other, 
produced little different effects, and as joy had ba- 
niſhed all fatall thoughts out of his mind,the jealouſie 
that accompanied it, baniſhed the greateſt part of 
that joy out of the ſame mind ; Statira is alive, 
( ſaid he with a diſcontented look ) but ſhe is not a- 
live ſor me; that ungratcful Princeſs is in the arms 
of anew Lover, and ſhe who after ſo many years 
ſervice, hardly granted me the ſlighteſt favours, 
hugg's and embraces a new-come ſervant, without 
modeſtie, or diſcretion ; Suffer not thy ſelf there- 
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has lodg'd the image of my Princeſs. As he brougt n 
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Bot 
he ſec 
which 
who! 
as he 
thous 


IM, 
felteſt for the recovery ci that inconſtant _ 


the gods reſtore her not to Oroondates, thy 
they reſtore her tothe world, and 'tis but for then 


terelts of a rival, that thou hait made thy vous; wv him | 
that thou rejoiceſt without ſenſe or reaſon, His trees 
louſie encreaſing by the {trength of appea Fances,grey hearc 
then ſo infolent, as to diſpute for {Uperiotity wil of thi 
his joy ; and indeed it had not fo little power, by them 
that it held his mind for ſome time wavering in gy 995, 
pence ; but in the.cnd the excellence of his naw cred 
and of his atteftion, which was abſolutely andf 
an] disinterefſed, gave joy the upper hand, w that 
made him more ſatisfied with the life of his Prince np) 
10 


than afflicted with her inconitancy ; he thereypy 
repented his former thoughts, and ſtriving to þ 


and « 


preſs them; O! my affection (ſ2id he 2Sain) py firm 
done me this weaknets, Iam not yet loofned enoy und! 
from humanity, to forget all my intercits, and 'tyy all 
baſe in me to confider my ſelf in the fſa'etie of __ 


Princeſs, let her live, for me, if it be poſſhy 
and if that hope be forbidden me, let her hy 
however, and let onely Oroondates dic, fincev* 
is incapable of living without her. How ! Let wi 
ly Oroondates dic ? ( added he within a minutes] 
ter) Ah! that deſign is unjuit, Oroondates will wif 
dic alone; that happy rival who triumph's over ſt 
many ſufferings, and over ſo many years ſervice 
ſhall inf.illibly accompanic him to his grave ; Tel ; 
low him into what part of: the world ſocver he hl 
G9, andcarry death into that ſame h-ealt where ei 


forth theſe words, his face was inflamed with ana y 
ceſſive colour, and anger and hatred came to mingt# »... 
themſelves amoncthe other paſſions which had foul ,.. 
place in hisfoul. He then turned over a thouſand dilk- Bt £1 
rcentthoughts,and that change of his fortune, putt W br 
him intoa condition of takins new reſolutions, and th 
croſhng the order Lyſimachus and he had agreedu WF ;.; 
on, ptung'd him into a deep ſtudy, which kept hin 
bove an hour upon thebank of the river where he ws BM- ,, 
ſet down. Art lait he aroſe from thence, as much co- Wt 
founded and unreſolved as before, and walked ag i 
toward Polemon's houſe,but leaving it upon the iWM +r 
hand, he followedthe courſe of the river, tillbelor WF +; 
he was aware, he got above a dozen furlongs fron 
it, when he began to come to himſelf again, Me 

found he was cloſe by the fide of a wood, the ſhit 
whereof ſnitins well with his penfive humour, begtMF- 
in him a dcfirc to viſit it, he ſought out the thicket Þ# 
and moſt retired places, to which he communicated t} 
his new cauſes of- joy, and his new cauſes 0 y; 
ſorrow; and after having wavered a while in the & y 
verſitie of his thoughts, he reſolved in the end, 0 a 
give Lyſimachus notice of that adventure, and to h 
follow the track of his rival to ſpend the lait drop q 
his bloud, in diſputing with him for a conquelt ht WW »« 
had ſo cafily, and ſo unjuſtly obtained; with ths » 
deſign he had alreadie turn'd about to find his t 
way home again, when from one of the remotell BW a 
places of the wood, he heard the voice of certa WW x 
perſons who ſpoke with a great deal of vehemence, WF 1 
and theſe lait advantag”s havins taught him to neg WF t 
let nothing for the knowledge of his fortunc, i WM 1 
lent ſome attention tothem, to ſee if from then*® WW 1 
he could draw yet ſomething more toward fit 
clearing of his doubts: for that purpoſe he dr WM 1 


rected his ſteps that way where he {ii!! heard that 
noiſe, and had not gone far,when throvgh the boughs 
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he fee 4 Man armed compleatly, except fs cask 
h lay upon the graſs, litting by a Lady, to 
he talked with very muci action; as ſoon 
3s near enough to hear what they faid, he 
he knew their voices, and that conceit mde 
little . nearer, under favour of ſome 

From that place he over- 
and enJdeavorcd to get a fight 


£ 95-1 _— L 
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whi 
whom 
as he W 
thought / 

im CrceP 
_ which hid him. 
heard their diſcourſe ; 


of their faces, but ſcarce had he caſt his eye upon 


them, when he was {trongly conhirmed in his ſuſpiti- 
ons, and forced to contradict ali probability to give 
credit to his C1-5 andears; yet though theſe voices, 
and faces were perfectly knownto him, he accounted 
that adventure io excecding jtrange, and ſo furpriz- 
ing, that he could hardly believeit z in this confu- 
fon he heard the converſation of thoſe two perſons, 
and quickly lo!t his doubts by a moſt aſſured con- 
&- mation; the attention he lent permitted him to 
underſtand their words diitinctly, and to obſerve 
all their ations, ſo that he heard that fair Ladie, af- 


| ter ſhe had roughly pulled away her hand from the 
| man who held it between his, ipeak to him on this 


manner. Think nat unworthy man, thy threats 


& cnterrife me, no more than thy flattertes have won 
& me, I cannot love thee, nor will I be afraid of thee, 
Z andasthy wickedneſſe gives me an averſion ap:int 


Þ thee, ſo the hope 1 have in the juttice of the gods, 


frees me from the fear thou wouldeit itrike into 


W ne. I ſpeak no longer to thee, as to a man that 
& had yct ſome ſenſe of virtue, bur as to a faithlefs ſub- 


ject, who violate's all manner of Laws in the perſon 


@ of his Princeſs, and who cannot be touched with 
W any other conſideration, than the apprehenſion of 
& thoſe puniſhment that hang over his head. "Tis by 


| - them therefore that I will repreſs thy infolence, and 
EZ tis by the terror of heavens thunder that I will di- 


& vert thee from thy abominable intentions. 


_ Con- 


F< ſider yet once again ( if thou haſt {till any remem- 


& comes had not infolently interrupted her. 
| Nomore 1na condition ( ſaid he) to be ſatished with 


brance left of what I was, and of what thou wert 


E thy ſclf, and if the change of my fortune have not 
& raſed out of my forehead the character which 


my birth had there imprinted ) conſider that I 


Z am the daughter of thy King, and that thou art 
& my fathers fubject, that from an unreaſonable am- 
$ bition, thou paſſeſt to a moit horrible attempt , 


and that in ſhore thou - oughte!t to remember 1 


| am flill Berenice, 'and that thou art Rill .4rſa- 
| COMes. 


This Princeſs, whom after theſe words Oroondates 
could not but know, would have ſaid more if Arſa- 
I amnow 


theſe kind of words, and if I commit any faults, the 
violent paſſion I have for you, may excuſe them all; 
youknow that I have ſuffered with patience cnough, 
and that in ſpight of the _indignitie of your uſages [ 
have ſerved you with reſpe&s which are neither 
due to the daughter of ones King, no nor to the 
gods themſelves; nay with reſpects which you un- 
gratefully have abuſed, Thoſe gods wherewith you 
tireaten me, arz the irreproachful witneſſes of it, 
and they likewiſe know that I flic not to this extre- 
mi!1e apainit you, til] after I had rendred you all that 
lowed both to your birth, and to my love, and af: 
ter having comkated your mind by duties and ſub- 
miſtons avle to have mollified a Tygreſs ; you have 
repayed them with ſcorn, with injuries, and wi:h 
ndipnities, and have ever uſed me, not onely as the 


 Vilelt of all menliviag, bur as ſome aſpick, or ſome 
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ſavage beait, Think it not ſtrange therefore, if | trie 
the lait means I have left, and if having no more hope 
to make you relent by waies of gentleneſs, Imike 
uſe of the power the gods have given me, to obtain 
thoſe favours whi.h you may make legitimate 
when you pleaſe, Arſucomes ended theſe wordsin 
taking Serenrces nand, but ſhe roſe up furiouſly, 
and looking upon him with cies ſparkling with an- 
ger, To thee ? traitor (ſaid ſhe ) favours to thee ? 
An! know I can die to keep thee from them, and 
that Iam noto forſaken by the gods, but that I hope 
for their afſillance again!t thee. The gods ( replied 
Arſacomes, holding her by the gown, and riſing af- 
ter her) are not concerned in your fantaſtical kumors, 
and fince you urge my patience to extremities, 
knowhhat they ſhall not deliver you to day.from the 
celign I have for my fatisfaction; your obſtinacy 
{. on henceforth is unprofitable, and you mult et- 
ther conſent tomy utmoſt felicities, or diſpoſe your 
felfro ſee me take thei by force : ſaying thus, he 
took her in his arms, and having kifſed her wh-ther 
ſhe would or no, he preparcd himſelf to give her 
more ſenſible difpleaſfures, when Orcondates, who 
had not been able to contain himſelf ſolong without a 
violent conltraint, ſtept forth from the place where 
he was concealed, and ſhewing himfelf to that guilty 
man, with a face kindled by a juſt indignation, Ar- 

ſacomes ( cried he) thou Traitor Arſacomes, hold 

thy hand ; Theſe words were to him like a thunder- 

clap, the forerunner of the bolt that threatned him, 
and getting laoſe from Bercnices nuls, who had al- 
ready mark'd his face in divers places, he turned 
brisxly about to Orcondartcs, and drawing his 

ſword, put him in a readineſs to puniſh the obſtacle 
o! his intentions, 

At firit he knew him not, but Oroondates coming 
up to him with a fiery eye before he affaulted him, 
{truck terror into him with theſe reproaches. Look 
here diſloyal man ( ſaid he) look upon this face, 
and acknowledge the juſtice of the gods, who re- 
ſerve unto tay Prince, the reſcue of thy Princeſs, 
and the puniſhment of thy offences nnto him whom 
thou hait mortally offended. He had not the leiſure 
to cnlarge himſelf in a longer diſcourſe, and though 
Arſacomes had no part of him unarmed except his 
head, and that he had no other arms but his ſword 
alone, he ſtood not conſidering whether he ſhould 
undertake that unequal combat, bur ſetting himſelf 
in his guard, he made at him with more judgement 
then it was probable his boiling anger ſhould have 
lefthim. Arſacomes knowing him, was ſurprized 
with an aſtoniſhment which cannot calily be repre- 
ſented, and ſeized with a mortal apprehenſion which 
made him tremble from head to foot. He repented 
himſelf in{tantly of what he had attempted, but be- 
ing truly valiant, and judging that his remorſe was 
unprofitable, he baniſhed it together with his fear, 
and placing his ſafety -onely in his valour, he refolv- 
e4 to proſecute his crime to the uttermoſt, Bere- 
nice was ſo ſurprized with ſo iirange an adven- 
ture, and fo unexpected a relief, that ſhe had 
ſcarcely underſtanding enough left to make pray- 
ers for her brother. Orecadates tiirred up by fo 
lawful a reſentment, defircd to mate a ſpeedy end 
of the combate, and taking t!ic advantage of 4r/c- 
comes his altoniſhment, who if he had not becn in 
ſachan amaze, was one that would have troubled 
the valiantcit man in the world, he very actively a- 
voided the firit blows he made impetuouſly wow 
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and watching an opportunity to get under his 
ſword; he ingaged the point of it, and- bearing it 
up withthe migit of his own he flipt along the blade, 
and thruſt it up'to the hilts, where the defects of 
his curaſs afforded way. Arſacomes fell with the 
wound, and weitring in his bloud, his life ftreamed 
out with it at a double paſſage. Oroozdates whoſe 
wrath was appeaſed by the fall of his enemy, 
had ſome kind of ſorrow for his deſtiny, and though 
his crime made him unworthie of any pity, he could 
not ſee him firuggle with death,and not be touched 
with ſome ſenſe of compaſſion; He had not time to 
ſhew any marks of it, and the Princeſſe his ſiſter, 
who ran to him after his victory, withdrew him 
from all other thoughts ſave thoſe of teſtifying his 
joy to ſee her, by all the endearments of a moſt 
affectionate brother ; they had not the leiſure be- 
fore, to make known the aſtoniſhment their en- 
counter had mutually cauſel in them, but as ſoon 
as they were at ilberty to expreſs themſelves, they 
ſuffered their love to break forth into allmanner of 
proofs, and having ever been mot ſincere,it diſcove- 
red it ſelf by exceſſive evidences; and the joy of Be- 
renice, Who in the perſon of her brother had found a 
deliverer, and by his aſſiſtance had newly eſcaped fo 
greata danger, could not manifeſt it ſelf but by acti- 
ons full of extaſie and wonder. 

After many ſeveral long embraces, O ! dear Bro- 
ther, O dear Siſter, (cried they both together) is it 
you? and not being able to bring forth any other 
words, they began their kindneſles afreſh, with ſuch 
raptures of affection and tenderneſſe as are not calc 
to be repreſented. Oroondates held Bererice in his 
arms, giving her a thouſand kiſſes, notwithſtanding 
all his diſcontents, and the alteration of his humour ; 
and Berenice, who had nothing more to with for af- 

' ter meeting with him,hung about his neck, to which 
ſhe ſeemed to be faitned with indiſſoluble chains. 
In the end they gave ſome reſpite to their embraces, 
and their firſt amazement. beginning to vaniſh by de- 
grees, O deareſt Brother (cryed the Princeſs) by 
what ſtrange mercy of the Gods havel fo favourably 
met with you, and how 1s it poſſible I ſhould have 
found youin this country in ſo ſtrange an equipage ? 
But you, Silter, ( ſai4 Oroondates) : you whom I 
left in Scythia, and to whom ſuch voyages are not 
uſual as they are to me, by what ſtrange adventure 
came you into theſe parts, and which way fell you 
into this danger, from which the Gods have miracu- 
louſly freed you ? The adventures indeed ( replyed 
the Princeſs) are nota little extraordinary whereby 
T am fallen into theſe misfortunes, but the recital of 
them deferv's a fitter ſeaſon, for though Arſacomes 
be dead, he ha's I:ft thoſe very near this place, 
who, in the eſtate you are in, may make you run 
fome hazard, put on his arms therefore ſince you 
have the leiſure, as well to deceive their knowledge, 
as to be able to defend your ſelf if they aſſault 
ou. 
L Orendates approved his ſiſters counſel, and com- 
Ing to Arſacomes he began to take off his curaſs, and 
the reſt of his arms ; but not without ſhewing marks 
of trouble, and repugnancy in that action, nor with- 
out accompanying them with words that teſtified his 
compaſſion of him, Unfortunate Arſacomes,( ſaid be) 
have the gods made uſe of my hands to puniſh thy 
faults;and have they deſtined me to deprive thee of a 
life, for which I would willingly have hazarded mine 
own, if I had found thee in another condition ? but 
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' 'tis no matter, with what crime ſoever thouky 
armed me juſtly againſt thee, I wiſh thy ſpirit 
eernal repoſe, and will have my ſiſter pardon 
an offence, for which thou by thy death haſt mu 
her ſufficient ſatisfaction. The Princeſs whoſe 
was but too much extinguiſhed in the blood of 
cnemy, conformed her thoughts unto her brg 
and keeping no hatred at all againſt dead Arſzcgy, 
ſhe deſired his gho!t might enjoy a perfect tranquil; 
ty. Orconaates had already puton his curaſs, wy 
having by Berenic's afſiftance fitted himſelf wit 
reſt of his arms, he took up the Cask whichhefy 
upon the ground, and having covered his headyik 
it, he appeared little different from - Ar ſacom; 
Scarce had he made an end of arming himſelf, yi 
the Princeſs ſeeing a man come toward them, arng 
likewiſe at all points, and mounted upon a galiy 
horſe,Ah ! Brother ( cried ſhe Yſee yonder the peri. 

, dious Aſtiages, who, by his pernicious counſels, 

| alone brought me into the danger, from which yy 

have delivered me, Fear him not fiiter ( ſaid 
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to puniſh thee, Aſcoges finding he was miltake, 
would have repaired his fault, and putting his hand 


clapp'd ſpurs to his horſe to trample Oroondatesm- 
der his feet, but he Prince ſtopt the horſe with ti 
left hand, and ſecing that 4/?:ages had bow'd dom 
his head almoſt to the ſaddle bow, he clinch'd hi 
fit, which had good gantlet on it, and diſcharged 
weighty a blow with it upon his Cask, that Aſt 
thought himſelf overwhelmed under the ruines df 
ſome tower ; the cask indecd ſaved his life, butit 
kept him not from being ſo ſtunn'd, that after a while 


his horſes feet Oroondares judg'd that he was but i14 
ſwoun, but he diſdained a more perfect vidtory, 
and being unwilling to difpatch an enemy, who wi 
no longer able tomake reſiſtance, he contented him 
fe'f with taking-his horſe, which he led towards the 
Princeſs. who came toward him to partake in hi 
ſecond victory. Brother (crycd ſhe ) you are fill 
invincible, and running to him with open arms ſte 
began her endearments anew, which the Prince It 
turned with alike affetion. Berenice then thoudllt 
her ſelf at the cnd of all misfortunes, but that day; 


| which was to be a day of wonders to Crooraatth 
| was not yet paſſed, and it pleaſed the gods thit 
| while the Princeſs was moiſt buſily employed janet 
| kindneſſes to her brother, a Cavalier attended by 
| his Squire, came paſſing hard by her, ke made 
| ſtop to beho'd her face-ard -aftion, which aſe 
2 


Prince Yand believe that the gods ſend him onelyy i 
receive the recompenſe of his good advice; anty|# 
furniſh us with a horſe, which was neceſfary for: 
After theſe words he went to meet Aſ#:azes, andy 
ſoon as that wicked fellow ſaw him, Well Sir, («. | 
ed he) have you any need of our affiſtance? Or. 
dates anſwered nothing, but the beaver of his ax 
being down, he let him come up to him inaplc, 
where he could not diſcover Arjacomes his boy, I 
The Prince was a little taller of ſtature than 4 
comes, but Aſtiages who was far enough from. 
pecting the truth of that adventure, tools not notice 
of it, till he had ſeized upon his rein ; that ain | 
cauſed him to conſider him, and obſervins ſomedt. 
ference, he ' began to. pull away his bridle, wha | 
Oroondates holding it with an extraordinary force, 
Traytor (aid he) thou muſt dye, and cive ana | 
count of thy crimes, to him whom the gods haveſen 


upon the hilt of his ſword, he at the ſame tine 


he open'd his arms,and fell without ſcnfe under his | 
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tad done 2 while, he lift up his hands to heaven of a 
fdden, and aftera loud cry, he ran to his Squire, 
who held two javelins, and having taken them our 
of his hand, he cait one of them at Oroondares his 
feet,crying to horſe to horſe, defie thee to a mortal 
combat ; Oroondates ſecing nimfelt dehied by a man 
whom he knew not ,andwhom he had not injured, was 
famed with anger, and up taking the dart he had 
thrown him,he leapt upon his horſe, which he held By 
the bridle, while his enemy having turned his back, 
went totake his carier, that he iyght run at himthe 
more impetuouſly ; and while the Princeſs Berenrce 
afflicted at this laſt encounter, had calt her ſelf upon 
the ground, where ſhe made war againſt her beay- 
tiful face, and her fair hair, They were not now in 
that part of the wood, where Arſacomes was kill'd, 
and where the thickneſs of the trees might have hin- 
dred the liberty of their courſe, but near the river, 
and the great high way, and ina place ſpactous e- 

ugh, for the combat of a greater number, Theſe 

owarriers having taken ſufficient room for their 
carier, turned about their horſes, and ſetting them- 
ſelves firm upon their itirrups, they came at one a- 
nother with a fury like that of an impetuous wind, 
and a ſ\wiftnEſs that might be compared to that of an 
Eagle {tooping to her prey the earth tremvled un- 
det them, and the bancks of the river ecchoed at 
their meet.ns, they were both ſuch Matters of their 
trade, that they equaily fruſtrated each other's de- 
figns, and receiving the blows upon their ſhields, 
which were aimed at the ſight of their helmets, they 
ſplintred their darts in a great many pieces, without 
any effect, and ended their carier, no more ſhaken 
by that powerfu! encounter, than two rocks by thc 
daſhing of the ſtormy billows. Atthe end of their 
courſe they drew their ſwords; and wheeled about 
witha fierceneſs able to ſtrike fear into the moſt re- 
ſolved perſons. Oroondates lifting up his terrible 
brow, covered with the cask of the unfortunate 


' Arſacomes, and meaſuring his enemy with his eye, 


thought he beheld the ſame Cavalier who had paſſed 
by him ſome hours before, and whom he ſuſpeed 
to have carried away Statira, and to have left Per- 
diccas inthe caſe he had found him. In that belief he 
held up his hand, by thatign making ſhuw that he 
deſired to ſpeak to him ere he proceeded further : 
though the ſtranger had much ado to grant him that 
delay, he made a ſtop for a few moments, and Oro- 
ondates without putting up his beaver, if requeſts 
are decent amonglt encmies ( 14 he) tell me l pray 
thee, if thou didit not fight with Perdiccas to day. 
I have no deſign at all to pleaſe thee(replyed the ftran- 
ger) but if thou art Perdiccxs his ſriend thou mayett 
revenge his quarrel again{t me, who both fought 
with him, and beat him. I defie thee than thy ſelf 
(cryed Oroondates far:ouſly,) unto that mortal com- 
bat, to which thou firſt didſt challenge me, and 
which ſhall neither have end, nor reſpite, Lut by 
death” He accompanied theſe words with a dread- 
ful blow, which coming with that force which no- 


| thing yet had been able to refit, and falling upon 
- the {trangers head, mad$ him ſink almo!t to the bow 


of his ſaddle, and was like to have made him fall a- 
mons his horſes feet, 

Never Lioneſs touched with the Hunters ſpear, 
turned with ſuch a fury again't him that wounded 
&, as did the ſtranger after ſo dangerous a ſx'ute, 


he had been ſo little accuſtomed to receive ſuch like 


vours, that his anger as violent as it was, began 
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| therby to be twice as much inflamed,ahd graſping the 
handle of his ſword, and at the ſame time grating his 


tecth, heliftit up as highas ever he was able, and 
brought it down ſo heavily upon his enemie, that his 
arm, which with his ſheild he had oppoſed again't 
char tempett,. yeilded under ſo weighty a burthen, 
and his thield was thereby ſtruck ſo forcibly again(t 
his. forchead, thatit made him reel in his ſaddle, and 
bend backward to the very crupper of his horſe; 4fter 
tnis mighty blow,the ſtranger deſfirins to take the ad- 
vantage of his enemies diſorder,cloſed up ſuddenly to 
his right ſide that he might run the point of the ſword 
between the joints of his arms,& overthrow him up- 
on the ſand by a ſhock which he could not avoid. But 
Oroondates,whowas none of thoſe that could ſo eaſily 
be vanquiſhed, was already ina poſture to hinder 
his intent, and making his ſword glitter in his eyes, 
cauſed his thru!t ro glance along his ſhield, and paſs 
away witnout eftect; but they ruſl'd avainſt each 
other fo violen:ly with their ſhoulders, that the pe- 
trels broke, the horſes ſunk in the hams, ready to 
ſet their hanches tothe ground, and the Maſters by 
the fury of that encounter, were almoſt diſabled to 
continue their combat z yet did they come up again 
to one another more terribly than ever; and by 
thoſe firſt ſtrokes, knowing their valour mutually, 
they employed all their vigour and dexterity to ſeek 
out their beſt advantages. O my pen! in this place 
thou mult confeſs thy diſability, and that thou feeleſt 
thy ſelf tao weak to repreſent this dreadfnl combat, 
the deſcription. whercof paſſe's both my language, 
nd my unagination ; but to give ſome ſlight know- 
ledge thereof it will ſuffice thee to ſay, that the moſt 
violent of all paſſions, animated the moſt valiant of 
all men, and that with it fortune conſpired, to make 
whatever was greateſt, and moſt to be redoubted in 
the whole worid, diſputea matchleſs victory on that 
ſmall picce of carth. The ſtuds of their arms were 
beaten out in many places, pieces of mail lay ſcat- 
tered in the duit, and the bloud ran down from divers 
parts of their bodies, and yet their choler was not 
at all abated, nor did their forces ſeem at all diminiſh- 
ed; onthe contrary their wrath was the more in- 
flamed by the fight of their bloud, and their animo- 
fitie was redoubled by refiitance. *Twas in that ſea- 
ſon of the year when the daies were at the longeſt, 
and yet the ſun began to decline; before one could 
obſerve any advantage or decreaſe of ſtrength on 
ither fide, The deſolate Berenice ſpeQatreſs of 
that combat, poured forth a deluge of tears at the 
foot of a tree where ſhe waited trembling for the ſuc- 
ceſs of it, and begged of the gods, with moſt fer- 
vent praiers, accompanicd with two torrents guſhing 
from her eyes, that either they would grant her bro- 
ther the victorte, or ſend ſome charitable perſons to 
ſcparatc them. | 
The ftranger's Squire earneſtly made the like re- 
cueſts, and remembrins former ſucceſſes, admired 
that one man could ſo long conteſt the victerte againſt 
his Maſter ; he was too well acquainted with his hu- 
mor to dare to help him inan equal fight, and was 
not ignorant that he mult never hope for pardon after 
ſuch an ation. But inthe end the bodies of theſe 
two gallant men being neither of braſs, nor marble, 
they began to grow weaker, and their loſs of bloud, 
and want of breath. made them bnd lefs force in their 
blows, and leſs nimbleneſs in their mottons ; their 
horſes,wearied with ſo long toil, and wounded with 
ſome itrokes otherwiſe intended, began to fail fri ; 
Cc 
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they no longer underftood the ſpur, and anſwered 


bur little to their Maſters deſigns, when being join- | 


ed very cloſe, and being hardly any longer able to 
lift up their ſwords, they let them fall both at the 
ſame time, and catching hold of one anothers bodies, 
they began a wreſtling on horſe-back, in which they 
ſpent almoſt all the reit of their forces, but yet had 
not the ſucceſs they hoped for; their ſtrength was 
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but ſome few minutes before, was then the truejy 
age of deſolation and deſpair , or rather the yer 
picture of her dying brother; her hands wi 
would have reſpected itin her orcinaric luſtre, kney 
'tnot in that condition, and were fo ſacrilegious 3sty 


; carrie themſelves inſolently againſt it, ang lems 
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then ſo equal, that they could not thake one another | 


out of their ſeat, and though each clapt ſpurs, to 
* drag his enemie along with him, their tired horſes 


proved weaker than themſelves, and with the rem- 


— 


nants of their vigour , they ſo firmly cruſh d their | 


flanks, that ſo long as they kept their hold, it was 

impoſſible for them to move forward ; the girts be- 

gan to crack, when theſe two invincible warriers, 

enraged at the length of that combat, «t once re- 

 membred the daggers that hung behind their backs; 
they put their hands thither haſtily,and having drawn 
them-to end their quarrel, whi'e with the left arm, 
each held about his enemies middle, with the right 
they ſtruck a great many blows at one another, and 
fighting then with a blind, heedleſs furie, moſt of 
them light upon their armor, but ſome having tound 
the defects of it, with new ſtreams of bloud, drew 
alſo the remainder of their forces; then being no 
longer able to keep it, they let go their hold, and 
their horſes being no longer ſtopt by that potent ob- 
ſtacle which had made them till then unmoveable, 
parted and carried away their riders above an hun- 
dred paces from one another, 

That of Oroondares ftaied firſt, and his Maſter 
turning him about with much adoe towards his cne 
mie, ſaw him totter in his ſaddle, and preſently after 
fall upon the ſand; proud of this victoric he would 
have cried I have conquered, but he had not ſo much 
ſtrength as to ſpeak thoſe words ; nor to keep his 
ſeat, ſo that tumbling from his horſe with very weak 
neſs, he had no other comfort in his fall, ſave that of 
ſeeing his enemie down, a moment before him. The 
diſconſolate, or rather the deſpairing Berenice, ran 
to him quite beſides her ſelf, and pul!ing off his cas 
in all haſte, ſhe ſaw him faint and pale, loſing his 
ſenſes with his bloud, which flowed out at many 
wide paſſages. O gods ! how great was her affliti- 
on then; and what lamentations ſhe made over the 

| bodie of that dear brother : it ſeemed as if inconſtant 
Fortune had onely given her him ſome minutes be- 
fore, tomake her the more ſenſible of his loſs after 
ſo unexpected a recoveric and if the conſervation of 
her honour, which ſhe had ſaved by that encounter, 
had not been a thouſand times more confiderable to 
her than that of her life, ſhe would have deteſted 
it a thouſand times, ſince the gods ſeemed to have 
ſent it her for no other end, but to overwhelm her in 
the moſt killing ſorrow her heart was capable to re- 
ccive ; inthe perſon of Oroondates ſhe nt only loſt - 
a Brother, but a brother who was really the gallant- 
eſt of all men living, a brother that had ever moſt 
dearly loved her, a brother to whom ſhe had ſuch 
freſh obligations, and a brother in whom ſhe had 
founJ her onely refuge, ina countrey where ſhe was 
abandoned to all manner of diſalters; and deſtitute 
of any ſantuary, or any acquaintance ; ſhe caſt her 
ſelf vpon him without moderation or regard, and 
ſtain'd her ſelf with his bloud as ſhe waſhed him 
with her tears ; her beautiful face wherein Nature 
had carefully ſet forth her chiefeit rarities, and which 
in ſpight of her long afflictions, ſhined like a fair itar, 


, 
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| 


markes init of the power gricft had over them: \ 
ſoon as her voice had forced the paſſage which he 
lighs had long made good againit it, Fortune ( cy. 
cd ihe) -juriou Fortune, by what Crimes hav 1, 
hainouſly incenſed thee, and what advantage ty 
thou draw from thy mercileſs perſecutions ? aid 
thou ſeem to be reconciled with me ſo lately, for me. 
ther end but to make me the more ſenſible of thy cy 
elties ? and didſf thou reſtore me this dear brethy 
onely to takg him from me again with ſo much ink, 
manity? Dear brother, ( continued ſhe, cloſe 
embracing himand joyning her facetohis) rhe greg. 
eſt, and moſt lovely Prince in the whole world, mu 
fo brave a life have ſo ſhort a thread,and (o deplorabi 
anend; and have the gods brought 1s together afty 
ſo long a ſeparation, for nothing elſe but that I migh 
cloſe thine cyes, and pay thee thy funerall rites ? wil 


you forſake we then in an unknown contry, where! 
had no other refuge but in yeu ? and ſince you han 
liv'd for my honour, will you not live ſtill for ny hy 


pineſs ? 


As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, aftcr ſhe had unbuckly 
his curaſs, ſhe laid her hand upon his heart, andfing MK : 
ing there yet ſome remait der of warmth, 4j! 
dear brother ( cried the) there 75 ſtill ſome life n | 


yoit,, and perhaps the gods will yer preſerve you; 


aſſiſt me then you gods, you that are al good, andal 7 
powerful, and let not the perfeiteſt of your creaturs 


periſh fur want of frccour, Vuth that ſhe roſe u 


from her brother, and running through the wood, 


ſhe called for aid, even to things that were the molt 
i:ſcnſible ; white ſhe was in this ſorrowful employ 
ment, the {trangers Squire made mot bitter lamer 
tations over his Malter, and judging that alone he 
could not give him that aſſiſtance which was ne. 
ceſſaric, left tum to beg ſome help ar the neard 
houſes. - 
He was already gonie, andthe night that came 
apace, redoubled 5erenice's confuſion and deſpai, 
and plung'd her ſoul into inconceivable frights and 
terrors, when her good fortune brought them to het 
from whom ſhe quickly received aſſiitance, It ws 
Araxes, Polemon, and ſome of Lyſimachus his et 
vants, whom the Princeſſes cries had drawn unto that 
place ; Araxes was in pain by reaſon of his Mt 
ſter's long ſtay abroad, and had been ſome hours n 
ſearch of him with much diſquiet., No ſooner did 
Berenice ſee him appear, but the ran affrighted to 
him, and ſtretching forth her hands jn a beſecching 
polture, © Whoever youare ( cried ihe ) if there 
© be any pity in you, ſuccour a dying Prince, and 
© your 5ſfiitance will be beſtowed on one- that wel 
© deſerves it : Scarce had ſhe ſpoken theſe words, 
when Araxes thought he knew that voice, and 
though the little probability there was in that et 
counter, madehim very uncertain in his beliet, ye 
did it cauſe him to look heedfully in her ſace, whett, 
notwithſtanding that darkneſs began to ſteal away 
the light, he obſerved ſo much reſemblance to that 
of Berenice; that his ſuſpitions redoubled, al 
were {trons enough to make him crie, © O gods: 
© Madam, what do | ſee? can it be you my honour: 

cd Princeſs ? ; 
Thek 


Parc, It, 
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| From her in another ſcafon. 


| ing up 
| of wounds, 
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Theſe words, and her having met with Oroonda- 
fees made his faithful Araxcs known to B:rerce, who 
received no ſmall conſolation by his ſight; ſhe was 
not able to diſſemble it, but forgetting her greatneſs 
and her ordinary gravity, In a time wnen ſo MANY aC- 
cidents, had perplexcd her, ſhe embraced him, and 
6ave him a reception he could not have hoped for 
Aranxcs (aid ſhe) "ris 
even 1 Araxes, and the ods have put me again rnto 
the arms of my dear brother, onely to make 7:6 4 wit- 
neſs of his death. KEebeld him hire ( continued the 
drawing near 1m ) bhold your peor Prince, yield- 
his life with b:s bloud, throuro a great number 
If Araves was furprized with the unex- 

>cd encounter of Feremice, he was more ſenſibly 
{raken with her words, and not looſing time to an- 


# ſer her, he ran to him, fo 10't and blinded with 


ſudden grief, that he almoit trod upon him, in his 
haſte to find him : When by the light of the moon 
which began to ſhoot forth reaſonable clear beams,he 


E fw his dear Maſter in ſo woful an eftate, he was 
Z ſized with ſuch a violent ſorrow, that he was like 


to havekept him companie, .he was going to fall in- 
to bewailing comp'aints, when he remembred that 
his help was more neceſlarie for him than thoſe un- 
profitable teſtimonies of his afteCtion, and ſummon- 
ing all his courage, to mak? himfelt capablz of do- 
ins ſomething in an ailliction that put him beſides 


#Z himſelf, he tood up, and while Becrenice, and Po- 


ſkmon having quite difarmed him, app'ted haniker- 
chiefs to his wounds to ftop the bloud he had yet lett 
in his body, he buſied himſelf with the reit, in cut- 
ting branches, and making a kind of hand-barrow to 
carry him away. Lyſtmachwus his two ſervants leſs 
poſſe!t with grief, wrought ſofalt, that they quick- 
ly made one fit to ſerve their turn 3 ani having ſpread 
their cloaks, laid the Prince upon it, and began tv 
bear him gently towards Polemer's houſe, Although 
Araxes was generous and charitable, his being fo 
powerfully prepoſſeſſed,hindred him from taking any 
care of the ſtranger, who by the abſence of his 
Squire was left alone, and {tretched out upon the 
place without ſenſe, or appearance of life, and think- 
ingonely upon his Maſter's fafetie, in al] his actions, 
he did not ill ſecond the mourning of the afflicted 
Berenice. They hai not gone above half way, 
when either through that ſtirring of him, or ſome 
Other cauſe, Orooad4res came out of his ſwoun, and 
by ſome little movins, accorapanicd with a weak 
ſigh, he raiſed their almot quite dejected hopes, 
an2 reſtored ſome ſcrenitie to Berence's counten- 
ance, ſhe ſtept cloſe to him in a ſuſpence between 
joy and pricf, and having called him twice or thrice, 
the ſaw him turn head toward her, and give her 
that token he had ſome underſtanding left, Ab! 
my dear Erether (faid ſhe) you ſhall mor dic, your 
vertue 75 too dear unto the gods, to loſe hopes of ſume- 
thing to your advantage. 


In the mean time Polemwoz was cone beforc, to . 


pet readie all things neccſſarje, and before they ar- 
Tived at his houſe, they met the Amazon Queen, 
attended by Hippolita and Amintas, who came to- 
ward them in a fright at the news ſhe h:d heard 
of that accident ; having vowed a real friend hip to 
Prince Oroondates, her orief was not flight for his 
diſaſter, and drawias near him,. ſhe gave all the 
proofs of it he could deſire from the Princeſs his Si- 
lter ; they went into the houſe together, and having 
Put him preſently to bed, Amintas look'd upon his 
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wounds ; he had two in his bodie, two inhis thighs, 
and one in his lefrarm : All that were preſent expect- 
ed the Chyrurgions opinion, with apprehenſions 
which were cafie to be obſerved in their counten- 
ances ; but O gods / how great was their joy,when 
naving ſearched them, he gave aſſurance that none 
were mortal, that onely loſs of bloud and wearineſs 
had cauſed his ſwooning, and that if he would but be 
more tractable than he was of his former wound, 
he promiſed them an infallible cure within a ſhort 
time, This judgement brought joy again amongſt 
perfons ſo affectionate to him, and they all together 
{hewed marks of it proportionable to the friend- 
ſhip, which nearneſs of blood, obligations, and the 
conſideration of merit.had eftabliſhedin their hearts ; 
colour returned into their faces, and Queen Thalc- 
iris, who in her firit trouble had not conſidered 
the Princeſs &erexice attentively, caft her eyes up- 
on her with more curioſitic, and hearing her call 
Oroondates by tie name of Brother, ſhe called to 
mind fome lineaments of that beauty ſhe had ſeen in 
Scy:hia, but defiring a more perfect aſſurance of 
it, ſhe drew it frum the mouth of A4raxes. As ſoon 
as he had fully informed her, ſhe uſed complements 
to the Princeſs, full of reſpect, and civility, and 
Lerenice who at the ſame time learned Thale$7r75's 
quality from Aruxes, repayed them with all mans. 
ner of ſubmiſſion ; rhe diſquiet they yet were in for 
Orco:d.uts, would not ſuffer them to hold any long. 
diiconrſe,. and they concluded with proteitations ofa 
perfect friendſhip, and mutual promiſes to tell their 
adventures, and let each other know the cauſe of- 
their arrival in that countrie, as foon as they thould 
have a more convenient time, In the interim Oroom- 
d.tes was fo far come to hianſelf, that he ſpoke and 
knew every bodie, and ſecing erence at his beds 
fide, Iam wounded fitter (ſaid he ) but my Rival 
is ſlain, andthe ungratcful C2f/az&rz ſhall have but 
Theſe words, 
the cauſe whereof were unknown to all that were 
preſent, made them believe he was light-headed ; 
but after them he ſpoke others of ſo good ſenſe, that 
they partly loft that opinion. Madam (ſaid he to 
Queen Thaleſzris ) ſee there the Princeſs my fitter. 
I know it Sir, ( anſwered Thaleſtris ) and ſince that 
knowledge.have vowed my affections to her with a 
great deal of reſpect, 'and deſire tomerit hers by my 
ſervices. That ofter ( replied the-Princeſs) is too 
advantacious to me, to receive it as other than a 
meer favour, and fince with ſo much goodneſs, you 
grant me what I could not juſtly hope for, I will not 
abuſe it further, than to beg the continuance of 
if, | 

Their civilitics had not ended fo foon, if they had 
been in another place ; but 4mintas, who alreadie - 


had.dreſſedthe Prince, impoſed them filence, and 


having more expreſly cnjoyned it to his patient, he 
perſwaded them to retire. The two Princefles 
whoſe friendſhip was quickly grown, went into 
Thaleſtris's chamber, where having given each other 
new confirmations of it, reſolved not to part beds 
while they continucd together, After ſupper, they 
mutually cxpreiſed their defires to know one ano- 
ther more particularly,and Berenice having told Tha- 
leftris, ſhe deſired to make her the relationof her life 
in the preſence of the Prince her brother, Thaleſtris 
offered to begin with hers, and for that purpoſe go- 
ing to bed toecthcr, within a while after, they ſpent 
a 800d part of the night in the recital the before had 

| made 
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made to Qroondates, Berence infinitely taken with 
the wonders of her life, with her deteited Oronres 


his infidelity, and having promiſed to requite that 


favour, as ſoon as her brother ſhould be able 
tdhear her, thoſe two great Ladies fell aſleep when 
it was almoſt day, and roſe not till it was very late. 
In the mean time Orooxdartes ( whoſe thoughts re- 
turned to him with his forces ) was in a condition 
different from that wherein he had paſſed many dates, 
he reſted all night reaſonabl2 quietly, ani the 
next morning he reflected upon his fortune ; and 
after long conteſtation judged it to be rather better 
than it was before. Sratira is inconſtant ( ſaid he 
to himſe!f) but yet at leaſt ſhe is alive, and unleſs 
in my aſtection 1 conſidered onely mine own inte- 
reſts, I cannot cqually confider her death ana her in- 
fdelitie ; I had rather ſhe ſhould ceaſe to love me, 


than ceaſe to live ; and 'tis enough that my jealoutte- 


arms my hands again{t my rivals, without arming 
my withes azainſtmy Princeſs; let us ſatishc our 
ſelves with having diſpleaſed her in the death of her 
favourite,and if my love demanded reparation from 
her incon{tancic, let us believe that that we have re- 
ceived is no light one, fince with our own cycs 
we have ſcen him fall dead, whom ſhe loved more 
than her life, being for him, ſhe in ſo ſhort a time 
had loſt the memory of our ſervices and of her ilju- 
ſtrious husband. But miſerable man, ( ſaid he a- 
Sain) what doeſt thou rejoice at ? can!t thou be plea- 
ſed to have offended thy Princeſs, and canſt thou 
have ſent him out of the world, whom ſhe loved, 
without becoming her mortal enemy ? and can't 
thou become her enemy without becoming a more 
cruel enemy to thy ſelf ? But, ( added he for his 
Juſtification) 'twas that Rival himſelf that dehied me, 
and afſaul:ed me upon that quarrel ; I can ſuſpect no 
other cauſe of it, and he without queſtion knew me 


-for Srtatira's ſervant, and for him that had hereto- 


fore obliged her to ſome good will ; perchance al- 
ſo he is not dead, tut may have received from his 
friends, alike affiitance to that which has brovght 
me back from the grave; if it be fo,” O Rival! in 
ſpight of all my repentance, and in ſpight of al] 
Statira's interelts, prepare thy ſelf for a ſecond 
combat, and diſpoſe thy ſelt to loſe thy pretenſi- 
ons with thy life, or to tear away theſe remainders 
of mine; there is no part of the world able to con- 
ceal thee from the purſuit of a deſperate lover, and 
thou art too brave a man, to hide thy ſelf from 
him again{t whom thou ſo valiantly haſt defended 
thy advantages. This thought having drawn on a- 
nother, he opened the curtain of his bed, and cal- 
ling for Araxis, commanded him to ſend to the 
place where they had fought, and if his enemy were 
found there capable of ary aſſiſtance, he charscd 
him to give it him as to his own perſon, and to uſe 
his utmolt endeavours to recover him into a condi- 
tion of terminating their quarrel; He took care 
alſo for Ar/acomes his burial, and having given 
theſe orders in a few words; and obeyed the com- 
mand he received from Aminras, to keep ſilence all 
that day. The two Princeſles left it him wholly free, 
and being got up late, they contented themſclves at 
the Chirurgtons delire, with going but once into 
his chamber, to give him the good day, and to en- 
quire how hedid, He had already told them his en- 
counter with Perdicczs, and had as much aſtoniſhed 
them with thoſe la{t effects of his generoſity, as he 
joyed them with the news of Srarira's ſafety, whoſe 
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loſs they had deplored as well as he. In the mey 
time, Araxes being returned from .the place wii 
ther his Maſter had ſent him, brought back wo 
that he had vainly ſonght the bodies of the tran 
and of Arſacowmes, and that ſome one having tak 
them away, had hindred him from rendring they 
the laſt offices of burial. Oroondares expreſſed ſoqy 
trouble ar it, and the next day the Princeſſes obtzy 
ed permiſſion of Aminras to ſtay with him, andkee 
him company, upon condition they ſhould notmike 
him ſpeak too much, As ſoon as Oroondates (yp 
them by his bed fide, addreſſing himſelf to ther, 
ceſs Lerenice, Siſter (ſaid he) we have not yethy 
time to entertain ene another ſince our meeting. | 
burn with an impatiency to learn your advent, 
and the cauſe of your coming rnto this Country, ] b. 
ſeech you to ſarrsfie it in the preſence of this fa 
Queen, who need not be ſuſpeticd by us. Brathy 
(replyed the Princeſs) provided your bealth mayy, 
ceive no prejudice by your attention, nor by the mii 
of my ſpeaking, 1am reaiy to content you, andy 
tell yore wonder s that are unknown to you, and whey. 
with (as you may remember) 1 never had the like. 
ty toentertain you during your tmprifoument, The 
Pricels then turning towards Amintas to ask higap. 
probation, and he having aſſured her that Orconde 
tes might hearkento her for ſome time withoutdu- 
ger, ſhe began the relation of her adventure 
thus, 


The Hiſtory of Berenice. 


Ow ſha!ll be able, (dear Brother,) to avow 
my faults and weaknefles to you, and whit 
account thallI give you of a life, which you mul 
necds think criminal, if you judge of my adtios 
with ſeverity, and if you have not ſome regard to 
dear memory, to reaſons that are ſpecious enough, 
and to the frailty of our nature - Indeed this conlide 
ration abaſhes me, and makes me fear as mat 
cnanges of my countenance in this relation, as yal 
will tind changes in my fortune; but Brother, t 
re-aſſure me, I will remember not onely that you 
have loved, fince decency preſcribes us difterent 
rules ; but that this fair Queen who hears me, hath 
not been exempt from this paſſion, and that by tix 
height of yours, and the qualities of your perſoh 
you obliged a great Princeſs, whoſe vertue wi 
without blemiſh, and whoſe cxample may author 
part of my fau'ts, to flacken ſomething of her ſexe 
rity for your ſake, and to conceive inclinations 
of a real affection. Aﬀtez this preparation to mydil 
courſe,] will make you a naked confeſſion ofthe act 
dents of my life, whereof you have till nowbeen igno- 
rant, and with part whereof | had entertained you 


Scythia but for the ſtritneſs of thoſe ſpics which 


were ſect over you in priſon, and the order that ws 
taken about your departure. I will therefore begi 
my recital from the time of the fr{t voyage yo 
made into Per/ia,and will neither tell this fair Queal 
my birth ( which ſhe cannot be isnorant of, after! 

knowledge of yours) nor the particulars of my infat 


cy which have nothing conſiderable, and ne” 
tie 
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e is but tog deeply drowned in that 


a more important adventures. 
. You know I was but in the thirteenth year of my 


| age when you marched againſt Dari, with the 


King our Father, and all the forces of Scyrbia, and 1 


hardly began to enter upon the fourteenth, when the / 


15 returned to 1/ſcdoz with his army 3 and yer 
BS then I was ſo young, Idid not eſcape theaſ- 
faults of Fortune, nor of thoſe ſorrows wherewith 
have ſince been overwhelmed. [ he firſt I received 
of weight enough to make it ſelf be felc, was that of 

our going away) and though I ſaw marksof our 
remembrance, in a letter which was given mefrom 

ou, that teſtimony of your affeCtion ſerved onely 
ro make me more ſenſible of your departure, and 1, 
with my particular affliction, accompanied that ge- 
neral exceſſive ſadneſs, which ſeized upon the whole 
Court for that occaſion; The King expreſſed an ex- 


| traordinary grief, and condemned the lightneſs of 


outh,by words which ſufficiently made known 
wary loved you at thattime. That kind of 


| mourning took off much from the divertiſements of 
| that winter, and moderated thoſe rejoycings which 
E were prepared for the Kings return,& for the ſucceſs 


of hisarms; and then it was that the ſorrow which 


| by your abſence had begun to poſſeſs my heart, 


ſouoht occaſions to ſe:tle it ſelf there for the remain- 
derof my life. But becauſe I cannot enter upon my 
tory without the mixture of another, which makes 
a good part of it, I muſt follow the thread thereof 
according to the order of time, and before I tell you 


| my misfortunes, I mutt diſcover the cauſe of them 


unto you. You know that the King was ever of 


8. 2 very amorous complexion, and that after the death 


E of the Queen our m»ther, he had already expreſſed 
=. lovetomany Ladiesof the Court, but all thoſe fir 


affetioas had been without fixing any where, an1 


| without continuance, and it was believed that all 
{ that ſhould ſucceed them would havea like ſucceſs, 


when for our unhappineſs, and by the cruelty of the 


# deitinics, he fell deſperately in love with Straton.ce, 
| fiſtertothe unfortunate A-/acomes, and daughterto 
the Prince of the ſſedons. 


She was bred up with 
me, as many other Princeſſes of Scyrhia, although 


| Iwas younger than ſhe by five or fix years; andI 


may truly ſay that her beauty, the excellency of her 
wit, and a great many good qualities ſhe poſſe(t, 
had produced in me a real friend{hip towards her. 1 
will not deſcribe a beauty to you (Brother,) which 
heretofore you were very wellacquainted with, and 
I will onely call to the remembrance of this fair 


| Queen, who perchance may have ſeen her during the 


ſay ſhe made at /ſe4oz, that all the features of 
Stratonice's face are very handſom, that her skin is 
White and delicate, her eyes and hair black, her ſta- 
ture tall, and that in all her ations, and the moti- 
ons of. her countenance, ſhe hath a great vivacity, 
and ſomething very attraCtive. True it is that ſhe 
never made uſe of her wit to add new graces to it, 
and that having one of the molt craſty ſubtil ones 
that can be known, ſhe often employed it with ſuc- 


| ceſsto ſeek her own advantage. 


It was upon the day when the feaſt of the goddeſs 
Tellus was celebrated, that ſhe received the tirlt te- 
ſtimonies of the Kings affeCion ; or at leaſt of his 
Particular eſteem and of his preferring her before 
all the Ladies of the Court. There was a facrifice 


made unto that goddeſs ina large open field, in the | 
midſt whereof an Altar was raiſed, upon which the | 
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{ King for an offering, was to -caufe a baſon of the &- 
neft Bowers, and the faireſt fruits the Country could 
produce, to be preſented by ſome Lady, who for 
her beauty, vertue, or quality, by his choice, de- 
ſerved to be ſo preferr 4 above all the ret, This 
honour was ſo conſiderable, that it was cavied by the 
faireſt ; and thoſe that diſtrutted the obtaining of it, 
found commonly ſome pretences, not to be preſent 
at that ceremony. $S:raronice who certainly had a 
great deal of reaſon to pretend to it, was one of the 
firit there, and of the neareſt to me ; If ſhe had any 
hope of it ſhe was not deceived ; for the King never 
wavered in his choice, but looking upon the reit with 
a kind of diſdain, addreſſed himſelf preſently to her, 
and giving her the bafon with his own hands, Farr 
Stratonice (faid he) receive this authentick, teſtimony 
of the advantage you have over all beauties, and 
preſent unto the goddeſs this offering of a King, 
who acknowledges you worthy of more noble, 
and more folid offerings your ſelf, Stratonize, 
whoſe ambition had not yet deprived her of the 
knowledge of her ſelf, could not hear theſe words 
of the-Kings without bluſhing, and very modeſtly: 
receiving what he held forch to her, ſhe anſwered 
onely with a profound obeyſance, and acquitted her 
ſelfexceeding gracefully of what ſhe had to do for 
the accompliſhment of the ceremony. After that 
firſt knowledge of the Kings particular eſteem of 
her, ſhe received many others of anaffection taking 
birth ; and. within a while after of a ſettled paſſion. 
Being the at that time had no other deſigns than what 
ſhe might with reaſon conceive, ſhe made no preat 
founa:ion upon it, and knowing how truly | loved 
her,ſhe declared unto me all the Kings proceedings, 
and deſired me to ſet down the order ſhe ſhould 
follow, if that fancy ſhould run on. 1 approved 

her diſcretion, and thanked her for the reſpe& ſhe 
ſhewed me, but not believing that the courſe of the 

Kings affection to her would be of any. im- 

portance, I referred the condutt of it to her own 

prudence, as being younger than ſhe, and more ig- 
norant in matters of love. In the mean time the 

King perſiited in that paſſion, that by little and little 

the world began to loſe opiiion of his inconſtancy, 

and Stratonice to change part of her modeſty into an 
ambition, which made her raiſe her thoughts to uti- 
juit hopes ; ſhe then left off ſpeaking ro me any 
more touching the Kings proſecutions, and-conceal- 
edthat from me, which had formerly made part of 

I carried my ſelf with ſo much 

innocence towards her, that I dived not into her in- 

tentions, and I never thought her deſires aimed at 
that dignity, which ſince ſhe hath attained. The 

King who loved her moſt ardently, ſerved her with 

great diſcretion, and 1 did not believe ſhe grounded 

any thing upon his love, till I received an affurance 
which would no longer ſuffer me to doubt ofit, One 


| day when ſhe wasin my chamber, I put her upon 


that diſcourſe, and asking her ſome queſtions about 
the Kings affeion, ſhe ſpoke of it as of a thing ſhe 
had no thought of, and whereof fhe could hardly 
endure the remembrance; and difapproved the Rings 
courtſhips in ſuch terms, as made me believe ſhe 


gave no conſent tothem at al} : I praiſed her difcreet 
inclinations, and modeſt carriage, but within a while 
after as ſhe went out ofmy chamber,a-paper drop'd 
from her clothes, ani one of my waiting women 


| having taken it up, unſeen to her, brought 1t to 


me. 


I was 
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I was familiar enough withy Srratonice, to take 
the liberty.to ſee her ſecrets, and upon that confi- 
dence having unfolded the paper,I found three Let- 
ters, by the firſt of which I knew the Kings writing, 
and preſently after read theſe words, 


The King of $cythia to the Princels 


S$tratonice, 


V Ill you be ever inſenſible of my affe- 
Fion, fair and lovely Stratonice? 
and will you ſtill oppoſe mewith that tyranni- 
cal duty, whereby you defend your ſelf againſt 
it with ſo much inhumanity? give over theſe 
unjuſt inclinations Stratonice, and deveſt 
your ſelf of that old error, which perſwades 
you that it is a greater crime to love, than to 
mmrther a King. | 


The reading of this Letter diſcovered unto me 
part of Srraronice's diſhimulation ; but I was better 
confirm'd.in it by the ſight of the other two, which 
like that was of the Kings own hand; the firſt of 
them was much after this manner. 


The King of Scythia to the Princeſs 


Stratonice. 


Can hold out no longer, Stratonice , and 
] you have at laſt reduced him to beg mercy of 
you, who never needed it from any body 3 
you bave done enough for your juſtification, 
and that feverity for which you pretend to be 
praiſed, becomes blameable by its objet. Tou 
can no more with glory give death to him who 
never defended himſelf againſt you, nor can 
you give him life ſo long as youſþall reſuſe hin 
pour affeFion. 


In theſe two firſt Letters I ſaw nothing that could 
make me condemn Srratonice for her diſſimulation, 
but in the third I found ſome words that diſpleaſed 
me, they were theſe, or to this purpoſe. 


The King of $cyth;a to the Princeſs 


Stratonice. 


V Hy do you tell me, that T am not in- 
| different to you, ſince by your a(ti- 
ons you teſtifie the contrary? and why do you 
ſuffer me to conceive hopes, if your intentions 
be otherwiſe diſpoſed? I have given my ſelf 
wholly to you, and T have yet obtained no- 
thing from you; it is time, fair Strato- 
nice, that you ſhould do ſomething in my 
favour, and that of an unfortunate man as 


he is, you ſhould make him the happieſt of all 


the Princes upon earth, whom of your King, 
you have made your ſlave. 


Matheus. 


—_—— 
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The reading of theſe Letters cauſed in me ang. 
 tream ſpight at the cunning of Srraronice,from whon 
till then 1 had never concealed my moſt 'ſecy 
thoughts; and I began to believe, that ſhe had. 
fitting defigns, fince the had not diſcovered them 
to me; not that I doubted her vertue, I had too mud 
knowledge of it to contradict my former opinig 
and certainly ſhe never gave any occaſion to haves 
ſuſpected ; and I ought toconfeſs, fince itis a tryt 
that in all the courſe of the Kings affeGion to her 
ſhe ever behaved her ſelf exceeding modeſtly, Tr 
never exceeded the {tricteſt rules of chaſtity. ly 
diſpleaſed at her diſſimulation, and I exprefſedmye 
ſentments to her, though with much gentleneſs; j« 
our next meeting I drew her to a window, where 
our diſcourſe could not be overheard, and givinghet 
the letters, Here couſin ( ſaid I ) I reſtore you whu 
chance and your negligence have cauſed to fall iny 
my hands, and I am very ſorry they have diſcovere 
to me what you with ſo much prudence have dif 
Suiſed. Straronice wasſo confounded at theſe words, 
and at the ſight of her Letters, that as cunning as ſh 
was, ſhe could not diſſemble her aſtoniſhment; hi 
face changed colour twice or thrice, but when ſh 


(anſwered ſhe ) of late, I have not told you ay 


but 'twas becauſe I feared I could not make my con. 
plaints to you, without falling into anger againſ 
perſon to whom you are ſonear, and to whom both 
you and Iowe all manner of reſpect : I was butlt 
tle ſatisfied with that anſiver, and replyed ſmiling; 
you are not ſo tormented by him, but that you gie 
him hopes, Itis not, Couſin, that I would goabou 


both to meaſure your ſelf, and to know the King 
intentions; but Iam ſo much your friend, asto 
the liberty to tell you, they cannot be advantageas 
to you; although you are worthy of an extrem 
good fortune, no body believes he hath a defignto 
marry yob, and all other thoughts he can have mul 
needs be ruinous to you. 

Stratonice could not forbear ſhewing ſome conſu 
ſion at this diſcourſe, but Raving a great deal of wi, 


ſwered, I will endeavour, Madam, to draw bereft 
from your good advice, and what deſign ſoevertit 
King can have upon me, I will ever have that, 
neither doing or ſuffering any thing that can make nt 
unworthy of your affection, or of your good opiit 
on, She brought forth theſe words with an alter 
tion which made me know ſhe was not pleaſed 
what I had ſaid, and preſently afrer, our converlt 
tion being interrupted, we no more ſought occaſow 
to begin it again, and I contented my ſelf with having 
made Stratonice ſee her artifices were not unknom 
to me, without preſſing her any further. She nap 
pearance bore my reproof modeſtly enough, ad 
carricd her ſelf towards me, as ſhe was wont; 


| within a few daies after, the King meeting mein? 


gallery near my lodgings, took me by the hand, and 
drawing me afide from my maids that followed m6 
Berenice (ſaid he) you. are two young to inſt 

thoſe that have more age and knowledge than you 
ſelf, and Ido not like that you ſhould counſel mf 
Miſtreſs to my prejudice. Theſe words fo ſurpriſe 
me, thatI remained along timeſilent, and full of ct 
fuſion, and fear of having diſpleaſed the King by the 


liberty -I had taken,. but ſettling my ſelf as ſoon 1 
| | COUIG 


had a little recovered her ſelf, It is true, Madan, 


thing concerning the Kings obſtinacy to torment me; | 


todiſapprove your actions, you are diſcreet enough 


ſhe was not long ere ſhe reaffured her ſelf, anda 
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could, Sir, ( ſaid [) Inever had any intentions to 
vive counſels to your Majeſties prejudice, and I ſhall 
ever inſtruct any body, but to pay tho'e ſervices 
and reſpects that are due to you. Berenice ( reply- 
-d the King ) you underſtand me well enough, with- 
out explaining mY; ſelf any further; in thort, Srra- 
zonice has no need of your leſſons, and you ought 
either tO oive her advice quite contrary to that the 
rasreceived from you, or elſe togive her none at 
wr King afforded me not the leiſure to make an- 
fiver, but having led mc back to ,my company, left 
me at liberty to dige:t>his cifcourſe. I was not ſo 
| much amazed at the ſharpneſs of his words, as at 
the intelligence they diſcovered berween the King 
and Stratonice. | could never have believed {he had 
| ſo much intimacy with him, as to tell him what had 
ſid to her , but this afſurance would not let me 
doubtany longer of the progreſs the King had made 
in her mind, by his courtſhip, and by the hopes he 
had given her. I obſerved the Kings command ex- 

:@ly, and from thattime forward, I never took the 

liberty to cenſure Stratonice's deportments, ſhe be- 

haved her ſelf toward me with very much reſpect, 

butwith more colencſs than formerly, and I alwates 

ſhewed ker an equal countenance, and an extraord1- 

nary civility, The Kins, who no longer concealed 
his affection from any body, made many entertain- 
ments for her. and raiſed ail manner of g:allantries, to 
a oreater height in the Court than ever, ; he com- 
monly wore her colors, and apnarciled himſelf with 
moreſpruceneſs, and bravery, than he had done in 
his youth, and by a thouſand actions made a!l the 
the world know he had bounded all his thoughts in 
her alone. 

He neither gave, nor granted any ting but by 
her interceſſion ; the molt 1n1portant Offices of the 
Kingdom were beltowed upon her kindred,- and her 
brother Arſacomcs was pref. ntly raiſed to tie high- 
eſt dignities he could wiſh. Yet found he cifticulties 
in his intentions, which hc had not apprehended, and 
| Stratonice, Whoas ambitious as ſhe was, was never- 

theleſs very chalice, never gave him any advantage o- 

ver her, which could wound her reputation,and con- 

tented her ſelf with having great compliances for 
him, and receiving the honour he did her, with all 
manner of ſubmiſſion and modeſt reſpect, without 
letting her ſelf looſe to blameable liberties, and ſuch 
as might have {topt her paſſage to that greatneſs 
which ſhe hath fince attained. I bclieve indeed that 
n thisdiſcreet and virtuous way of procceding, ſhe 
followed the incitements of her own nature ;z but it 
isalſo true, that ſhe was confirmed in it by the coun- 
ſels of her mother, who was one of the moſt poli- 
| tick women inthe world, and who often repreſented 
to her, that by that manner of carriage ſhe might 
change the nature of the Kings paſſion, atid engage 
him in an affection full of eſteem and reſpect, which 
might raiſe her to the higheſt dignities. Srratonice 
hearkned to theſe inſtructions, and practiſed them 
with ſo much prudence.that the King, whoſe thoughts 
atthat time perchance were different from thoſe he 
had ſince, began to fear the ſucceſs of his love, and 
todeſpair of poſſeſſing her by any other than lawful 
means, which yet he was not reſolved to make uſe 
of; for notwithſtanding the exceſs of his affection 
tothat Princeſs, he was too great a politician, to 
Prefer the motions of his love before the confidera- 
Lon of his State, and to run on toa marriage, that 


CASSANDR 4. 


ZIf 
would be condemned by his neighbors, and murmur- 
cd at by his people. | 

Behold in what condition were the affairs between 
the King and  Srraronice, and Ithought fir to tell it 
you ina few words, before I engaged my ſelf ina re- 
cital, which hatha great dependance upon that I have 
made you. Now mutt acquaint you, that while 
the Siſter ſtood upon theſe terms, the Brother ( [ 
know not by what blindneſs ) found ſomthing lovely 
in me ; and whether it were by the rigor of my de- 
itiny, or the cruelty of his, engaged himſelf pre- 
ſumptuouſly in that affetion, for which I have ſuf- 
tered ſo much, and for which he himſelf hath ſuffer- 
cda death, which by his laſt actions he deſerved. 
Arſacomes wasthen about two or threeand twenty 
years old, and I may tell you Madam, that he was 
of a fair ſtature, a handſome perſon,expert inall man- 
ner of exerciſes, and had the reputation of a valiant 
man. He by birth held the rank ofa Prince amongſt 
the Scythians,but by the Kings favor he was raiſed a- 
bove all dignities, and confidered, by the abſence of 
the Prince my brother, as the ſecond perſon of the 
Kingdom. The King, who, beſides that he loved 
his filter, had obſerved a great many recommendable 
qualities in him, had placed him inthe higheſt degree 
of fortune that any Favorite had yet been ſeen to riſe 
to,and every day redoubled his favours toward him, 
with ſo many demonſtrations of friendſhip, that his 
happineſs quickly drew the envy of the Courtiers, 
It is true, that Arſacomes carried it with pride 
enough, and being of a very haughty nature, he 
found matter enough in his fortune to become inſo- 
lent, and inſupportable by his vanity. He was libe- 
ral, but he gave with oſtentation, and when he had 
done any one a courteſic to the King, he would ſet ſo 
high a value uponit, as took away part of the obli- 
Sarion, | 

| repent me that I ſaid he found ſomething lovely 
in me, ſince now think better on it, I believe it was 
onely his pride that made him raiſe his eyes to the 
daughter of his King, and'that ſeeing nothing in Scy- - 
thia, which according to the vanity of his conceit, 
was not below him, he believed that withour abaſing 
himſelt, he could not addreſs his thoughts to one of 
meaner quality, It wasa long time ere I diſcovered 
them, bur the reflexion I have made fince, puts me 
in mind of many actions I ſaw him do in the begin- 
ning of his love, which were ſufficient to have made 
me obſerve itif | had been ſo much concerned at that 
time; in the Temples, in all aſſemblies, and in the 
viſits he made me, his eyes were alwaies fixt upon 
my face; he figh'd, he chang'd colour, and by all 
his actions gave me cauſe to ſuſpect him of having 
particular thoughts of me he ſought out and affected 
occaſions of being near me,8& when he met with any 
opportur.ity of doing me ſervice,he embraced them 
with cares, which his high ambitious humour would 
not have permitted him to take for any other Prin- 
ceſs except her to whom he had given his affections 
[ valued my ſelf enough to receive all his ſervices, as 
the duties to which my birth obliged him, and ſeeing 
in him every day new marks of complacency and ci- 
vility towards me, I witnefſed my ſenſe of them by 
all manner of good uſages, and accompanying the 
kings eſteem of him with the proofs of mine, I by 
the innocent teſtimonies of my acknowledgment, for- 
tified him in her thoughts, .and in thoſe hopes he had 
unjuſtly conceived. 2 

Certain it is, I continued a long time without ful- 
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while longer inthe ſame manner, if inthe end he had 
not loit his rcſpet, to acquaint me with what I 
ſhould and would have been ignorant of, His qua- 
lity, | the Kings favour,and his many good parts ,gave 
him a very [undiar acceſs amonglt ns, and a free 
entrance into our chamber, and into our converſati- 
Ons. 

| Having one day attended the King into my lodg- 
ings, with many others, while the company ſtayed 
in my chamber, where I entertained the King, he 
paſſed on into my cloſet where were ſome of my 
maids, and having talked with them a while, he 
ſaw a ſtandiſh and paper upon the table, and finding 
that opportunity to his imagination, he reſolved to 
make uſe of it, for a thought that came into his 
mind upon the ſudden, and fitting down by the ta- 
ble, he began to write ; My maids, who reſpected 
him for many conſiderations, not daring to inter- 
rupt him. He had been ſo employed a good while, 
when the King went out of my chamber,leaving him 
behind. After the King was gone, I went into my 
cloſer, where I found Arſacomes leaning ſtill upon 
the table with a pen in his hand. As ſoon as he faw 
me come in, he itarted up, and haſtily hiding the pa- 
per. he had written, he ſeem'd to be in a great 
confuſion for havi::g been ſurpriſed in that action, and 
ſtepping back a little, he beſeeched me to pardon 
his imprudence, in having taken a liberty in my clo. 
ſet, which he did not think ſhould have been known. 
to me. I cafily excuſed it, but knowing he had a 
very good wit, Iont of curioſity defired to ſee what 
he had written, and making uſe of his accuſationof 
himſelf ; 1f you will have that pardon you demand 
(ſaid) you muſt buy it with an obedience 1 de- 
fire from you, and muſt ſhew me what you 
have written upon my Table, and upon my Pa- 


er. 

The ſubtil Ar/acomes counterfeiting modeſty, 
Ah! Madam (anſwered he) do not defire to ſce 
theſe marks of my folly, and be pleaſed to require 
ſome proof of my reſpects, that may be more ad 
vantageous to me. This unwillingneſs encreafing 
my curioſity, made me obſtinate in my firlt intenti- 
ons. No, no, Ar/acomes (ſaid I) you ſhall not eſcape 
me ſo eaſily, I believe you have written nothing in 
my cloſet againſt the State, nor againſt decency; 
and if my curioſity be not prejudicial to you, 1 en- 
treat youto ſatisfie it. Madam (replied Ar/acomes) 
I have made ſoſolemn a vow never to diſobey you 
while I live, that I know nothing that can remit me 
from it, and of what importance ſoever my ſe- 
cret iS, it is impoſſible for me to conceal it from you, 
{ince you have expreſly forbidden me. But Madam 
C continued he, drawing forth the paper he had put 
up ) before you caſt your fair eyes upon this writ- 
ing, I muſt tell you the ſubject of it, and confeſs 
that I have ſet down in this paper, the true declara- 
tion of my paſſion for a Princeſs whoſe divine qua- 
lities ought to place her above the rank of mortals, 
and my reſpect to whom hath hitherto kept my 
tongue tied up with an extream tyranny ; I have 
ſuffered for her without accuſing her ; I have ſuffer- 
ed inher preſence without declaring any torments 0- 
therwiſe than by my looks, and other mute expreſh- 
ons of my paſſion ; I have a thouſand times called for 
help from my courage to unlooſe my tongue, which 
- 1n this onely adventure is deprived of its ordinary 
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eing him to have any deſign I could condemn, | function ; but that ſovereign Miſtreſs of my lj 


and that I thould have conſidered his actions a great | 
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| 
| 
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| 
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hath as often impoſed me filence, by that prof 

reſpect I bear her,and hath reduced me to the Necef, 
ty oftracing out thoſe words with my hand, wig 
fear will not ſufter my mouth to bring forth, g, 


ſhall read them her ſelf, that abſQure Queen of 


, my thoughts, and with thoſe ſame eyes which by 


the whole earth as well as me, ſhe upon this Pape 
ſhall ſce my real adoration of her. 

[ was furpriſed at this diſcourſe of Arſacomes gn 
not having learned before that he was in love, I wg. 
dred to hear him ſpeak with ſo much .vehemence,qf 
a paſſion which was unknown to the whole wr 
and being deſirous to gain a further knowledge; 
1 replycd to his laſt words. Your diſcretionig1y 
common Arſacomes, in having ſo well concealy 
from allthe world, fo violent a paſſion as you g. 
ſcribe yours to be; but fince you have confeſſy 
ſo much of it to me, give me leave to ask more, a 
tell me for the intereſt I take in your ſa'isfaQion 
what afſurance you have, that ſhe from whom yy 
have alwayes hid your thoughts. will ſee them Up 
that paper ? ſhe will ſee them(anſwered Arſucony) 
becauſe ſhe has delired to ſee them, and that in pre. 
ſenting them to her my ſelf, I ſhall only obey theg 
ſolute command ſhe has impoſed upon me. If it 
ſo ( addedI innocently) . you are not ill in her þ 
vour, and you cveht to hope, tnat ſhe will ng 
diſapprove your detigns, izuce ſhe makes uſe o 
the power ſhe hath over you, to oblige you to de 
cloare themto her, Alas! (replied Arfacomes with 
bgh) that is a thing to which I cannot lawfully rai 
my hopes; and that which Love is ſo high that 4r- 
facomes 15 unworthy to look upon it, yet it is cer 
tain, that I take not this liberty without an expreſ 
order from my Princcſs; but I am ignorant whatthe 


ſucceſs will be, andI may learn it, Madam, from 


vour ſeit; after you have read this paper, yout 
thoughts will be the thoughts of this divine per. 
ſon, and your fair mouth will without doubt pro 
nounce the ſentence I ſhall receive from her. [fin 
the condition I now am, one 1ſhouid hold ſuch a dl 
courſe to me, Iam not fo dull of capacity, as thatl 
{hould need more ample expoſitions of it ; but atthi 
time I was ſo young, and to fay the truth ſo ſimpl, 
and ſo innocent, that I under{tood not Arfacomeshis 
ſubtilty, and without ſounding any deeper into hs 
intentions, or reaſoning any longer with him, Itook 
the paper he preſented to me, and 1n it read theſe 
words, 


k & have deſired, O divine Princeſs, t 
know my moſt ſecret thoughts, accu 
therefore onely your own commands of n 
temerity, and remember T obey you, in a 
claring that T die for you * That ſame te 
Jpe# which hath made me cduih whole 
years together, had yet conceales from your 
fair eyes this preſumptuous paper, wit 
you now read this criminal diſceuery of 


paſſuon,. if your own mouth þad not expreſy 


forbidden me. Give me leave therefore, 
ſince you have ſo commanded me, 10 mike 
confeſſion of 4 fault whereby. T neither cl 
mor will repent my ſelf. It is true, #0 
divine Princeſs, th:t Arlacomes adores jolh 

| | al 
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and that to thoſe many powerful reaſons 
which tic him to your ſervice, he hath a4- 
ded an inclination yet more powerful 5 con 
demn it not as a crime, ſence it is of the fame 
nature with that ws have of the gods them- 
plus, and that in conlidering you as the 
moſs lovely Princeſs 7t the world, he c0n- 
fiders y9u allo as her, who of all the Prin- 
"ceſſes in the world he is teaſt worthy to 


ſerut. 


Think, if after the diſcourſe which had paſt be- 
fore, I could {till doubt whether theſe words were 
;ddreſſed to me, and yet I was ſo ſimple, or rather 
I found ſo little likelinood of 4r{acomes his preſump- 
tion, that | gave no way at all to that beliet;and with 
the ſame innocence I had ſhewed beiore, I prayed 
him, if he might, to teil me the name of that Pria- 
ceſs for whom he had a paſſion ſo full of reſpe&t. I 
dare not (fatd 4-ſzcomes) though my Princeſs hath 
already com nanded mt, pronounce her name be- 
fore you, but ſince I cannot refit her will, and that 
you have neither learne!l it by.the reading of theſe 
| words nor by our converſation, you will be plea- 
ſed that my pen, having already done the office of 
# my tongue, ſhould p:oſccute its crimeto the utmolt, 
and write it upon the letter, which I will leave in 
your. hands, upon condition you will not read it till 
after I am gone from you, I promiſed -what he de- 
fired, and then taking the pen again, he put a ſuper- 
ſcription upon his leiter, and having given it me 
with a low reverence, went out of my chamber, As 
ſoon as he was gone, I cait my eyes upon it, bur, 

| O Gods! how great was my aſtoniſhment when 1 
= rcad 


To the Princeſs Berenice. 


| [ Am notable, Brother, to make you comprehend 
that trouble that ſeized me at this encounter, and 

the diſpleaſure I received at Arſacomes his pre- 
ſumption ; I fell into a ſudden, and ſo violent an- 
ger, that I had not words to expreſs it, and after ha- 
ving torn the [ctter all in pieces,I ſate down in a chair, 
loſtrucken and confounded, that I had hardiy confi- 
dence to look upon my maids, Cell/e7ia, whom 
loved beſt of them all, ſtept to me, and asking me 
the cauſe of that ſudden change 3 Let me alone 
Cetlenia, (ſaid I) let me paſs over my ill humour, 
and believe that if I thought thee an accomplice of 
Arſacomes his temerity,* 1 wou!d baniſh thee out of 
my fight for ever. Celleia aſtoniſhed at that threat, 
| made great prote{tations of her innocence, and per- 
ſwaded me ſo far, that I diſcovered my trouble to 
her, but in ſuch terms as made her judge that Ar- 
comes was extreamly in my ill opinion ; after I 
had ſaid all againſt him that my reſentment could ſug- 
geſt; What? (continued I) ſhall I then endure that 
a ſubject of my fathers ſhould ſpeak to me-of love, 
and that he ſhould fool me, like an ordinary ſimple 
| girle? and ſhall this preſumption remain unpuniſhed 
cauſe the King loves him, or rather becauſe he is 
Stratonice's brother ? Ah! no Berenice, ſuffer not 
this njury without reſentment, at leaſt endeavour 
to take ſatisfaction, and ask juilice from the King 
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thy father, againſt the inſolence of his ſubject. I 
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was even upon the point of going inſtantly to com 
plain of him to the Kings, but whenl remembred the: 
conſiderations he had for him, and the power S:ra- 
ronice had over him, Iforbore that deſign, judging 
1 ſhould not obtain all the reparation I might lawful- 
ly defire ; andI reſolved, without begging aſſiſtance, 
to keep off that audacious man by all manner of 
ſcorn and ill uſage. Till then I had beheld, him 
without averſion, and had (as others) obſerved ſome 
good qualities in him, but by this action he chang- 
cd the nature of all my thoughts, and all that was 
molt advantageous in him took then another form 
inmy opinion; his courage begun in it to paſs for 
raſhneſs, his dexterous wit for cunning and treache- 
ry, his liberality for vanity and oftentation, and 
the confidence he had in his converſation, and in all 
his actions, for an inſupportable pride. This ſud- 
*_ Metamorphoſis made him inſtantly odious to 
me, and deſiring to free my ſelf of him for ever, 
I commanded C/ex:ia to forbid him my chamber, 
and to give him expreſs order never to appear before 
me, 

She performed that charge the next dav, but TI 
learned from her that Ar/acomes ſeemed but little 
moved at that ſhew of my diſpleaſure, and having 
patiently hearkened to all ſhe ſaid to him from me, 
C/lenia (ſaid he) the offence the Princeſs hath re- 
ceived from me, 1s not ſo great as ſhe hath fancied 
it, and if ſhe will hate all thoſe that love her, ſhe 
mult diſpoſe her ſelfto hate all the world ; if I never 
commit other crimes, I ſhall never have. any repen- 
tance, and ſo long as ſhe has no other rcaſon to ac- 
cuſe me, I ſhall not believe my felt guilty to her ; 
tell her therefore, that if I had injured her in the 
ſmalleſt thought, I would waſh my fault off with 
my- blood ; but that ina condition full of inrocence, 
ſhe cannot without injuſtice inflict pains upon me a 
thouſand times ſharper than death it ſelf; nor can 
Arſacomes hinder himſelf from loving her, ſo long 
as the gods ſhall give him life and knowledge. This 
was that he ſaid to Cilenia, and ſhe having told it 
me. I found ſo much irreverence, and want of re- 
ſpect in his words, that the hatred T had already con- 
ceived againſt him was thereby fully redoubled. 
He reccived proofs of it at the firſt viſit he would 
have made me, and my maids having had ſuch order 
from me, refuſed him entrance into my Chamber, 
teli ing him 1 was not well, he was uſed on the ſame 
faſhion as often as he came, and any other body 
would without doubt have been repulſed\by ſo many 
marks of my diſdain; but though he was ſo proud as 
to ſupport them impatiently, he was likewiſe ſo 
vain as to hope he ſhould overcome me art laſt, 
and to be whetted by the difficulties of a Conqueſt, 
which by that reſiſtance would vield him more 
glory, and more ſatisfaction. - Seeing therefore, 
that his admittance into my Chamber was forbid- 
den, whenſoever he came alone, he diſpoſed the 
King to viſit me often, and coming with him, for- 
ced me to ſuffer his preſence againtt my reſolution ; 
but by that manner of proceeding, wherein he 
ſhew d ſo little obedience, and fo little compliance 
with my deſires, he incenſed my anger and my 
ſpight ſo violently, that I was hardly able to diſſem- 
ble it. 

I often receiv'd ſuch like importunities, but I al- 
ways avoided him ſo warily, that I never afforded 
him the means of entertaining me in particular, _ 
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day being come into my Chamber in his ordinary 
company, he drew near to a window, where the 
King was talking to me, and within a while after, 
the King ſtepping a little aſide to ſpeak to ſome of 
the Princes that were come with him, left me alone 
with Ar/acomes, whom he commanded to make me 
the relation of ſomething that had paſs'd at Court a 
few days before. Ideteſted that ſpiteful occaſion : 
but ſeeing my ſelf reduced to the neceſſity of either 
hearing him, or ſpeaking to him, I took that time to 
declare my reſentments, and as ſoon as ever he open- 
ed his mouth, whether it were to obey the King, or 
to give me new cauſes of diſpleaſure, Arſacomes 
(faid I) conſider who I am, and remember who you 
are your ſelf, and ſince you have prefer'd my haired 
before the eſteem I bad of you, diſpoſe your ſelf to 


ſuffer it eternally, and all the diſdains that are due | 


to a diſobedience, and to an inſolence like yours. 

As confident as Arſacomes was he was ſo daſh'd 
with theſe words, that he was not able todiſlemble 
it, he changed colour twice or thrice, but when he 
prepared to anſwer, I l:ft him, and having found 
ſome pretext to joyn with the company again, I no 
more gave him the conveniency to ſpeak to me. Af- 
ter that day, knowing how much his carriage had 
diſpleaſed me, he behaved himſelf with more mode- 
ration and more fear of offending me, and ſecing 
how carfully I kept him from all occaſions of enter- 
taining me, he contented himſelf with ſhewing me 
his perſeverance. or rather his obitinacy, by his 
looks, and all his actions: While he ſtood upon 
theſe terms with me, the King was upon thoſe with 


Stratonice, which have already told you, and that 


crafty ambitious wo.::an having already rais'd her 
hopes to the Crown, had extinguiſh'd all thoſe the 
King had conceiv'd by other wayes. Fe laboured 
everyday to overcome her, yet ſhe yeilded but ve- 
ry little, and following her mothers coui:iſels, ſhe 0- 
- penedher way toward the Throne by her gentle cun- 
ning reſiſtance. The King having ſpent ſome time 
in this employment, turned his thoughts upon the 
war with Darizs, and having made great preparati- 
ons, and ſet that potent Army on foot, againit which 
you fought in perſon upon the Frontiers of Perſia, 
he cauſed it to march towards his enemies country, 
whoſe ruine he aim'd atin that expedition; I will not 
enlarge my ſelf upon the order the King took for his 
departure, upon the number of his Forces, nor up- 
on many other particularities which arc not neceſla- 
ry to my Relation, and which are above my clement 
and my knowledge. I will only tell you, that the 
King took his leave of Srratonice with all manner of 
expreſſions of trouble, and that before he went away, 

he made proteſtations to her of an eternal affection. 
He uſed me with kindneſfles ſuitable to the love he 
had ever ſhewn me ; but though I was deeply af- 
ficted at his departure, I found ſome conſolation in 
that of Ar/acomes, who made the voyage with him. 
They went from /ſedon, and marched toward the 
_ _Arax%s, with Forces that had drained a good part of 
. the Kingdom, and which in probability were like to 
defeat his Enemies,you know better than I, brother, 
the progreſs they made,and the circumſtancesof their 
firit actions; when they entred upon Darius's territo- 

ries.This part of the PrinceſſesDiſcourſe,bringing in 

to Oroondates's mind, the remembrance of Artax- 
 erxes's death, drew ſighs from the bottom of his 
breaſt, and tears from his eyesin great abundance, 
and the Princeſs not knowing the cauſe of them, 
asked him if he felt not ſome new indiſpoſition ; but 


CASSANDRA. 


| 


CINE 


Part, I 


the Prince having wiped his eyes, and ſettled hin, 
ſelf a little, prayed her to continue her recits] whiz 
ſhe did in theſe terms. : 
After the Kings departure we remained at 15,4, 
very melancholy, and paſs'd all the time of hisg 
ſence very ſadly, moit of the principal menof 5 
thia being with him, amongſt whom all the [zz 
of the Court had ſome body to grieve for, 5, 
tonice viſited me often, and paid me preat civil & 
but we lived no more together with our former fc 
dom, and the intereſts of that ambitious Lady þ. 
taken away part of the friendſhip ſhe had born me 
She received many Letters from the King, and 4. 
Jacomes was ſo impudent as to write ſome toe: 
but they that delivered them from him were'gj 
received, that they had no more the boldnegy 
come to me with ſuch like meſſages. As [haves 
cuſed my ſelf from the diſcourſe of the war, 9 
hope you will excuſe me from the recital of wiy 
paſſed amongſt us during the Kings abſence, whis 
is indeed of no great conſe, uuance ; and will be ples 
ſed I may paſs it over, to tell you, that having 
wiſhed for him, we ſaw him return to 1/eden,fou 
months after his departure : the condition he cane 
home in put all Scyrh44 in doubt what they ſhoul 
think touching the ſucceſs of that war ; of that grey 
and flouriſhing Army we had ſeen march away, 
ſhort time before, with ſuch gallant hopes, he 
brought back nothing but pittiful reliques, ladg 
with wounds, and which hardly made up the tent 
part of what he carried with him ; but theſe fey 
ſhattercd forces boaitcd that they had cur all Darius 
Army in.peices, and fl2in his own ſon, and all hi 
chick Commanders upon the field which they hat 
won, However it were, the King was receiveds 
if hc had returned with his whole Army vidoriou 


} over all Perſia, and thoſe that had accompanied hin 


inthe danger and hardflup of his voyage, had ther 
part alſo in his reception, Heihewed as much kindnel 
to me as lexpecte( ; but without doubt 1 had receiy- 
ed more from him, if Srraronice had not poſſelled 
his thoughts, and if he had not believed he owe 
part of that time to her, which in another ſeafonhe 
would have given to me alone. I will not lengthe 
my diſcourſe with relating his new expreſſions of 
fection to her, they went beyond the expectation 
of the whole Court, and they, for many dayez 
were the whole entertainment of it; but I was the 
leſs troubled, becauſe by the viſits he made her, be 
freed me from thoſe of Ar/acomes, who never 
came into my Chamber but with him. He, asthe 
ſaid, had made himſelf remarkable in that war by 
many valiant actions, and that reputation he had 
gained had raiſed his pride to a greater height; Ihad 
but too much knowledge of it by the continuationd 
his importunities, and in all manner of encounters, he 
loſt no occaſion of letting me ſee,he perſiited inthe de 
ſign of vexing me all his life,] took not more careto 


avoid his company, than he did to ſeek for mine, and 


the aſſurance he had that it diſpleaſed me, was nevel 
ſtrong enough to divert kim from it, I was one day 
the Temple of Ars, inthe place appointed for mt 
when the King paſiins by me, followed by 4rſ* 
comes, Theodates, Cidaris, and many, others ; # 
ter he had ſpoke ſome few words to me, went on 10 
Stratonice, who was with her mother on the othel 
ſide of the Temple, and all choſe that accompanied 
him going thither alſo ; only Arſacomes taid behind 
with me. This action kindled me with ſpite anda% 


ger, which might have been obſerved in my cout 
tenance, 
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_- :eany body had-taken the care to look up- 
BY on Coy oe my eyes rowards him, Dur 
Weeping them fixt upon a prayer-book | held in my 
* hand, I uſed 1M with ſucha ſcorn as I was not 
£7.00 :o ſhew toany body elſe ; yet was he not re- 
ſed with it, but bowing down his head that he 
"nicht be heard by none but me, he ſaid ſoftly,1 dare 
ot; Madam, asKk juſtice for your uſage of me, 1n 
Jy other place than before the gods; ſince only 
they are not below You, and that only they know 
with much injuſtice you have condemned my Zeal to 
ferveyou, He had faid more withour queſtion, ifT 
would have ſuffered him to proceed, but though the 
4nfideration of the place where we were, andof the 
Membly, kept me from breaking forth as Tſhould 
kave done; if he had ſpoke to me otherwhere, yet did 
*not hinder me from replying with a look of reſcnt- 
ment and indignation : Arſacomes, if you continue 
to offend me, I will require juſtice my ſe:f of the 
King my father, forthe inſolency of his ſubject, and 
fince my own conſideration is not ſtrong enough to 
bring youinto the reſpect you owe me, | will know 
from him whether he approves this carriage which ſo 
| much diſpieaſes me. Arſacomes appeared a little 
frucken with theſe words, but within awhile after, 
he anſwered; The King isſo juit, Madam, that I 
cannot fear his condemnation, . nor believe-that my 
| zeal to ſerve you will paſs in his opinion for an of- 
fence, Theſe words redoubled my anger, and made 
me reply: 1 account every thing an offence that 
comes from you, fince you have forc'd me to it, and 
[cannot receive a more ſenſible one, than that you 
do me in interrupting my devottons, to entertain me 
with your follies. . Ar/acomes who had not utterly 
| loft all reſpect, would not importune me further, 
and bowing down to the very ground, he went to 
wait upon the King, who was diſcourſing with 
Stratonice. 

In many other encounters we had converſations of 
this nature, .and as he perſiſted in the deſign of dif. 
pleaſing me; I perſevered in the reſolution I had 

| taken to deſpiſe him all my life. In the end, his obe- 
dience tired out my patience, and ſeeing with how 
much preſumption he continued to give me marks of 
his love by all his diſcourſes, and by all his actions, I 
determined to do what I had long deferr d, for fear 
of enraging him ; and knowing no other remedy to 
cut off the courſe of the vexations I received, I made 
my complaints to the King of his inſolent perſecn- 
tions, in terms that made him ſee I was deeply in- 
cenſed. He had already ſome ſuſpition of it, upon 
light appearances, whereon he had grounded no 
| afurance ; but at that time he ſeemed ſurpriſed with 
the news, and made ſhew to diſapprove Arſacomes 
his boldneſs. I do not intend ( faith he) that Arſa- 
come3ſhall thus abuſe my goodneſs to him ; and if I 
have conſidered him hitherto as one of the firſt men 
of my kingdom, and as one for whom 1 have a parti- 
cular friendſhip, I will not have my favours hinder 
him from knowing himſelf; nor am 1 ſo blinded with 
my eſteem of him, but that I can abaſe him as mueh 
below what he is, as he would raiſe himſelf above 
what he ought to be ; I will make him know that I am 
not ignorant of his fault; and if I had not particular 
confiderations of him,I would let him ſee by an ex- 
th oy puniſhimeny, how much his preſumption 
me. 
TheKing ſpake to this effec at that time, and by 
many of his ations, made me finde that Arſacomes 
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his boldneſs had diſpleaſed hin, but the power his 
ſiſter and he had uſurped over him, was the cauſe he 
ſlackned much of his firſt motions;and becauſe either 
leſs ſenſible of my intereſts, or more fearful todeclare 

his mind, in effect, he ſaid nothing to him concern- 
ing it, whether it were that he doubted he ſhould fall 
into_paſſion again!t a man whem he conſidered, and 
was not willirg to loſe ; or that he was afraid 'to 
offend his ſiſter ; to whom his paſſion was then' riſen 
to extremity ; and without inflicting other puniſh- 
ment upon him, he onely complained to Srraronice, 
and praid her to repreſent his' fault to him, and'to 
bring him gently to a knowledge of himſelf, - That 
crafty women put on wonder atthe Kings diſcourſe, 
and in-ſhow for a- while diſapproved 'her: brothers 

boldneſs; ſhe proteſted to the King, that.ſhe never 

knew any thing of it, 'and when'"ſhe/ſaw he wasap- 

peaſed by her compliance; It istrae, Sir,'(:continu- 

ed ſhe ) that Arſacomes hath done amiſs, nor will I 
alledge unto your Miajeity for his juſtification, and if 
thePrinceſs might be ſerved by atiy one belowaKing, 

Arſacomes might with juſtice diſpute that advan- 
tage again all thoſe who do not wear a crown ; ſince 

he is born a Prince, and that by your goodneſs, and 

by his birth, he hardly ſees any but your Majeſty a- 
bove him, within the limits of your Empire. This . 
confderation, Str, cannot exempt him from blame, 
ſince itis truethathe is born your ſubject ; but, Sir, 

the offence he hath committed is not a wilful one; 
and the Princeſſe's beauty hath not left him reaſon 
enough to conlider the inequality there is between 


'them. In ſhort Sir, if your Majeity will give me 


leave to ſpeak freely to you, Arſacomes his faults 
have taken preſident from yours, and 'tis perchance 
by yours, he believed he might authorize his, fince 
the diſproportion is no greater. between Arſacomes 
and the Princeſs your daughter, than between your 
Majeſty and Ar/acomes's ſiſter ; and that Arſacomes 
doth not exalt himſelf more in ſerving the daughter 
of his King, than his King abaſes himſelf in honoring 


the ſiſter of Arſacores with his affection. YI know 
that this compariſon makes nothing for hin, and 
that A4r/acomes his ſiftet receives-as greatafivour by 


your Majeſties abaſement, as his Kings daughter 
receives injury by Arſacomes his elevation, Since, 
Soveraigns cannot look upon their Subjects without 
honouring them, nor Subjects lift up their eyes unto 
their Soveraigns without offending them. But what 
ſhall become then of this guilty man, and what pu- 
niſhment ſhall we appoint, (fince your Majeſty 
leaves me the diſpoſing of it) for this brother, who 
hath ever been the better part of me, and whom 
your Majeſty hath honoured with a 'partigular 
eſteem ? If we baniſh him, Imuſt accompany®him 
in his exile, ſince our friendſhip hath made us inſepa- 
rable, and if he continue ſtill -at' Court, I do not be- 
lieve he will recover his wound. Only your Maje- 
ſty can teach him by your example, to become ma- 
ſter of his paſſions, and ſhew him by ceafing to abaſe 
your *thoughts unto ' your © Subject ,- that he 
ought and may -ceaſe to raiſe his unto his Prin- 
ceſs. Srratonice had not ſaid thus to the Kmg, but 
that ſhe was certain he would not take' her at her 
word, and that his paſſion was no longer” in terms 
of being diſengaged, nor of ſomuch as ſuffering any 
oppoſition to his deſires, To theſe words full- of 
cunring and flattery, ſhe added ſo many others, and 
uſed her power over the King ſo dexterouſly,” that if 


ſhe could not make him approve. Ar/acomes his paſh- 
| | on 
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on, ſhe at leaſt diſpoſed him to tolerate it,or rather | 


peQing till time and reaſon ſhould give him more fit- 
ting thoughts. 

This patience of the Kings cauſed the continuati- 
on of my misfortunes, and Arſacomes believing he 
had broke through one of the moit dangerous pal- 
ſages that could be met withal in his deſign, nouriſh- 
ed his hopes more than ever, and redoubled his 
proſecutions with an inſupportable inſolence ; hav- 
ing no body left to whom 1 m_ utter my. com- 
plaints after the Kings ſlighting of them, I made my 
addreſſes to Straronice her ſelf, and deſired her by 
all the remainders of our friendſhip, to deliver me 
from her brothers importunities,and to put a thought 
out of his mind whereby he would reap but little ſa- 
tisfaction ; but ſhe craftily uſed the ſame diſcourſe to 
me ſhe had done to the King my Father, and gave 
mea perfect knowledge, that all aſſiſtance being de- 
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"5g me, I was deſtined to thoſe miſeries | ſince have | 
lt, 


The End of the Fifth Book. Wl © 
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He fair Princeſs of Scythia was preparing 
| her ſelf to goon with her Narration, when 

ſhe ſaw her Brothers face grow pale, and 

init found ſome marks of an extraordinary 
indiſpoſition - She in a great trouble asked him how 
he did, and the Prince confeſſed that he felt himſelf 
extreamly weak. Amintas was preſently called, 
and coming to the bed-ſide, made him take a ſtreng- 
thening cordial, and pray'd the Princeſs his 
ſiſter to defer the remainder of her diſcourſe 
till the next day. ZBerenice; who preferr'd her bro- 
thers health before her own, obey'd him willingly, 
and going out of the Chamber with the fair 4ma- 
zon, that he might be in quiet, ſhe went with her 
toſcek ſome divertiſement for the reſt of the day. 
When the evening was come,they went again to vi- 
ſit the Prince, and finding him reaſonable well, kept 
him company, till by Amints's perſwaſion they re- 
tired; but becauſe in that ſeaſon, which was the hot- 
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My affairs, and thoſe of the Court were in th 
condition, when the valiant Arſaces firſt appear 


there ; Arſaces the deliverer and the ſup -” 
Scythia, Arſac es who to the advantage of Ml ye: 
Country, hath acquired an immortal reputation the 
mongſt men, and Arſaces briefly, who appe: ' Fi 
not more troubles in Scythis, than he hath ; ” acc 
within my ſoul. O my remembrance ! thoy cul nc 
enemy of my repoſe ; muſt thou, here in then exc 
of my brother, where thought I had found 26 r:b 
ctuary, come to afflict me again, and muſt thoy but 
preſent the courſe of my misfortunes to me wil to f 
ſuch a ſenſe of them as hardly leaves me (tengo her 
relate them ? yet will I however do my endexyonf@ tou 
to proceed, fince what I have hitherto told yori tior 
but a little prelude to my adventures, or a Prep: wh 
tion to the recital of thoſe that are greater, anidf& ons 
more importance, Ma 
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teſt of all the year, the nights were very pleaſng - | 

in ſtead of going into their Chamber, they wett Na 

down into the Garden to take the cool air by tt r " 

brightneſs of the Moon, which ſhone clear enough 

to give light unto their walk. Their converſation ws vi 

very ſweet, and all their words were confirmations ” | 

of friendſhip. It was already ſtrongly ſetled betwerl ith 

them ; the mutual knowledg they had of their exct the « 

lent qualities, had without difficulty introducedititM. c 

to their hearts; and even beauty it felf, whidl . n 

works ſo imperiouſlyupon the minds of men had pro 4 

duced effects little different in theirs ; nor were thJM 9.1 

indeed of thoſe common beauties, which drew MW 4... 

ly a bareapprobation, or at moſt;a light good wil that 

but of thoſe ſparkling regular ones, in whichthe* IF ,.. 

vereſt Judges can find nothing but cauſes of dazlngl 1... 

and admiration; both of them were exactly perfed al 
but that of Berenice's was the more delicate, I! 


s$kin whiter, her features milder, and more = 
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her ſex ; ſhe had ſomething in her eyes ſo 

" and piercing, thata heart muſt of neceſſity El- 

ye be itupid or jtrongly prepoſſefſed, if it could 

bear her 100Ks without alteration, As ſhe was net- 
ther fair nor brown ſo were her eycs neither greynor 


at their cohgur holdings” ſomething of both, 
ak that Te, hair, which likewiſe being 
neither fair x 
each, that made a clear aubourn colour, incompa- 
rably more beautiful than either ; her face was little, 
but it had naturally all the fulneſs that was neceſſary 
to form a compleat oval; and though ſhe was ſlender, 
ter neck and her hands were plump, and marvel- 
louſly well proportioned ; her looks and all her mo- 
tions were accompanied with a natural ſweetneſs 
which ſhewed it ſelf plainly in the ſmalleit of ker acti- 
ons; and though her countenance were truly full of 
Majety, yet was 1t one of thoſe which itrize Iſs 
| fear thanlove, which ſe'dom arm themſelves with 
liohtnings and thunders, able to cloud their ordinary 
ſerenity, and which i!] accommodate themſelves to 
8 the motions of the ſoul, when they are ſeta work by 


anger. | 
That of Thaleſ/ris was compoſed of another faſhi 

on, if there were not ſo much ſweetneſs in her pre- 
ſence it was more jtately and imperious, but through 

# her natural fierceneſs, one might ſee ſomething break 
# forth ſo pleaſins, or rather fo attractive, that 'twas 
| impoſſible to defend oes ſelf from it ; her linea- 
ments though a little Er1gger than erenice S,. Were 
yet compleatly finiſh'd, and her complexion though 
not altogether fo delicate , was nevertheleſs very 
| clear, fnoothand lively ; her eyes were of a blewiſh 
prey, wide opened, and in all their motions had no- 
thins that was not very taking, and full of vivacity; 
her hair was of a pale flaxen, and though her ſtature 
was a little extraordinary for her ſex, yet was it ſha- 
ped with moſt exact proportion. 1 heſe two fair 
| Ladies on whom heaven had not. beitowed fo many 
advantages without an equal number of misfortunes 
{ able to counterbalance them, being united with a 
tender and inviolable affection, found a real conſola- 
tion in communicating thcir thoughts to one another, 
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| Thaleſtr# ſtopt firſt, and pulling back Berenue by 


or tlack, had borrowcda ſhadow of | 


Tha/eſtris had no longer any that were unknown to 
Berenice; bit the fair Amazone, to whom this new 
friend was already extreamly conliderable, would 
not put her to the trouble of preſenting her ſtory, 
wherein the Prince her brother was to partake, and 
Which had been deferred bur for a little time ; the 
contented her ſelf therefore with diſcourſirg with 
her of thoſe paſſages ſhe had already related, and in 
that converſation they had already viſited molt of the 
allies in the garden, when comin? near unto the 
fountain, they, through the boughs which hindred 
part of their ſight, perceived a woman fitting up-:n 
the graſs, and leaning againit a tree, which with 
three others made a ſquare, covering the fountain | 
with their branches, which ſheltred that place from | 
the Sun-beams, even when they were moſt hot and | 


ſcorching. The two Princeſſes by the faſhion of her | 
apparel, and by many other ſigns, knew it to be | 

demons daughter ; but being their own affairs fur- 
ſhed them enough with matter of entertainment, 1o 
tat they needed not to ſeek it in the encounter of | 
thab woman, they were going to walk on, not in- 
tending to amuſe themſelves with her, when they 

eard her ſigh twice or thrice, and bring forth ſor- 
rowful words, with a voice ſo ſad and ſo pleaſing to- 
$cther, that it touched them with ſome compaſhon, 
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thearm: Ah! Madam ( ſaid ſhe ſoftly) how like is 
this adventure to that wl:ich made me firſt diſcover 
my lovely faithleſs Orichia, and how powerfully it 
brings into my mind that fatal day. which was the laſt 
of my repoſe ! if this object renews your griefs (an- 
ſwered b&erenice) we may withdraw from it, fince 
however this wornan is not necelſary to our conver- 
ſation, and that her ciſcontents can have no very im- 
portant cauſe, Thaleſiris conſented to this motion 
of Zcr:n ces, when they heard her begin her com- 
plaintsagain, and ſo mournfully, and in words fo dif- 
ferent from what they expected from her, that it 
moved them to ſome curiolity, and impoſing filence 
tocach other at the ſame time, they ſet themſelves 
attentively to hear her ; ſhe was ſo taken up with 
her ſorrowtful thoughts that ſhe perceived them not, 
and believing ſhe diſcovered them only to the hea- 
vens, and to,witnefſes without ears or under{tanding, 
ſhe freely disburthened her heart of a part of its af- 
fiction. How long (faid ſhe) how long, O arbi- 
trators of our deſtiiies ! will you protract this miſe- 
rable life, which you have ever ſet for a mark to all 
misfortunes ? have Inot ſuffered enovgh to ſatishie all 
the hatred you can bear me, and though you were 
inſenſible of pity, have you not wearied your ſelves 
yith tormenting ne? Iam no longer ſhel was here- 
tofore, I have now the leaſt remainder of that beauty. 
you once gave me to my unhappineſs, and this lan- 
guſhing body now lingers out its miſerable dayes, 
oncly as a puniſhment which I have not deſerved, 
and which you molt cruelly prolong, . Theſe firſt 
words of this afflicted woman obliged the two Prin- 
ccſſcs tolend her more attention than before, where- 
by they dutinctly heard her complain, which ſhe 
proſecuted on this manner. O dear ! and lawful me- 
mory of him wto was cver the better part of me! 
O dear ! and leſs innocent memory of him who 
vainly ſtrives to take from our firſt poſſcfor what 
was ſo lawfully his ; either joyn your forces to make 
me cie, orelſe forſake me tor ever ; if one of you 
ke criminal, the other is inhumane; andif in receiy- 
ing you both, Iteſtifie both my weakneſs and my 
c nitancy, know that neither my weakneſs nor my 
conitancy can laſt any longer, and that they have 
fought too long within me, to be {till in a condition 
to n:aintain themſelves. | 
This deſolate creature made a ſtopat theſe words 
for ſome moments, and as her grief tranſported her, 
and drew her reaſon by little and little out of its or- 
dinary ſeat, ſhe turned towagds inſenſible objects, 
and addreſſing her ſelf tothoſe which then preſented 
themſelves unto her ſight, clear waters ( continued 
ſhe ) which I trouble daily with my tears, : you 
who as a looking-glaſs have fo often repreſented to 
my eyes the image of two bodies who were animated 
-with but one foul, and who now rcefic&t unto my 
ſight but one onely figure, and that a figure hardly 
to be known : Places who heretofore were ſo de- 
lightful ro me; places who ſtill in ſpight of me are 
dearto my remembrance ; either make your ſelves 


| again as pleaſant to me as you have been formerly, 
' or vaniſh from my ſight for evers She accompanied 


theſe lamentations, - with ſo great a number of {ighs, 
that the two Princeſſes, moved witha real compaſſi- 
on, were not able to ſuffer the continuance of them, 
and Berenice who was of the ſofter humour , and - 
more enclined to pity, ran to her firſt, to give her 
conſolation, and to offer her aſſiſtance, She was ſo 
| | | deep- 
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deeply buried in her ſorrows, that the two Princeſſes 
had already ſpoken to her before ſhe perceived their 
coming. She ſtarted in a fright, as ſoon as ſhe dil- 
covered them, bur preſently knowing them to be her 
Fathers illuſtrious gueſts, ſhe ſertled her fear; and 
being riſen from the place where ſhe was ſet, ſhe 
made a very low obeiſance, and out of reſpect would 
have gone away, to leave the place free to them. 
But Berenice ſtopping her by the arm, Stay Miſtreſs 
( faid ſhe ) and believe we have not fo little ſenſe of 
the kind entertainment we receive here, as that we 
can know your misfortunes without trouble for 
them ; your moans have nearly touched us, and if 

our miſeries can be any way eaſed by our aſſiſtance, 
you ſhall find us molt readily diſpoſed to afford it 
OU. 
71 "0 ſad daughter,putting a hanckerchiefto her 
face to wipe away the tears wherewith it was all be- 
dewed, received Ferenices words with an humble 
fubmiſſion,and after that Thaleſtris had ſpoken to her 
to the ſame purpoſe:Moſt honoured Ladies (faid ſhe ) 
itis the onely comfort | have left in my miſeries, that 
they have begot pity in all that ever heard them ; 
and if I ought to hope for it from any body , 'tis 
eſpecially from thoſe who have generous ſouls like 
your ſelves, my misfortunes are greater than my 

uality, and they are ſo well known in this Country, 
that you alone can think the words ſtrange, wt ich 
their remembrance made-me to bring forth, This 
anſwer gave the Princeſſes a curiofity, which made 
them defirous to learn her hiſtory; and Zererice 
who was moſt forward in it, having embraced her, 
Dear friend ( ſaid ſhe ) we participate too much 1n 
your fortune to be ignorant of it longer, andif you 
have not ſome private reaſon to conceal it, you will 
oblige us infinitely by telling it. Madam ( replyed 
ſhe ) I ſhould make a conſcience of entertaining ſuch 
perſons as you are, with fo trivial and ſo tedious a 
recital ; and beſides it is not ſo ſhort a one, as that 
you can hearit in this place without inconventency, 
| Wewill go into our Chamber if you pleaſe ( anſwer- 

ed Berenice )as well that we may ſee your face by a 
clearer light, which hitherto I have not very well 
obſerved, as to receive the favour we deſire. Ending 
theſe words with a moſt obliging look, ſhe with Tha- 
teftris walked toward the houſe, and Polemons 
daughter not willing to diſobey their commands, 
waited on them into the Chamber. As ſoon as they 
were there, they caſt their eyes upon her face, and 
drawing her near unto the lights, beheld her very in- 
tentively. She was pale and lean, and had a languifh- 
ing eye, but in that alteration of her face, one might 
caſily obferve remainders of an excellent beauty, 
which grief had decayed, and which joy might yet 
recover; the two Princeſſes by this ſight were deep- 
Iy touched with compaſſion and good-will to this 'af- 
flicted perſon,and having expreſſed much kindneſs to 
her, they forced her to fit down by them, and prefl- 
ed herſo civilly, that to fatisfie them ſhe related the 
hiſtory of her life in theſe terms. 


The Hiſtory of Alcione. 


[1 


Lthough our quality be not of the higheſt in this 
Province, yet neither is it of the loweſt, and 
though inour habite, and inthe ſimplicity of our life, 
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| we differ little now from meer country peopye, 
may nevertheleſs tel] you, Ladies, that we ate of 
noble blood, that Polemon my Father, hath in hi 
time born arms with honour, and that heretoforehs 
had a very plentiful eſtate: but the diſaſters of gy 
houſe, having onely left hi ctent to keey k; 
family from neceſſity, and th$&reatneſs of his 4 
contents having made him diſtaite, or rather abby 
his former condition, he forſook it with fo abſolute; 
reſignation, that he hath ſcarcely preſerved ſom 
as the remembrance of it ; and my own misfortug 
( which truly have cauſed the chiefeſt, part of hi) 
have ſo looſhed my mind from all that luitre when 
we are fallen, that I have found no difficulty ing; 
poſing it to this ſolitude he hath choſen, and wher, 
in I with him have bounded my laſt contentmens 
Before our miſeries, we lived at Babylon in ſons 
rank, and with happineſs enough, &c. 


1nour innocent retreat. 


me, to ſay that of my ſelf, which fatterers herets- 
fore have publiſhed, I might tell you, Ladies, thit 
Alcione in thoſe dayes paſſed for fair in their dil 


ſay ſo without blaſphemy, 1am but little beholding 
to the gods for it, ſince they gave me that ſmall pot: 
tion ] received of them, only for my ruine, andtht 
by the confeſſion of my perſecutors, it has been the 
ſole cauſe of all my misfortunes. I inan early youth 
found many men that expreſſed affection to me, and 


their ſupream decree, 


to Alexanders hands , that Fortreſs of high impor 
tance, and the treaſure which had imprudently bee 
truſted in his keeping ; briefly, that Bagiſtane: d 
whom you have hezrd ſpeak, if 4lexanders actions 


the heavens with qualities, that obliged me to a 
aftetion which duty afterward eſtabliſhed in my 
heart. Theander (ſo was he called ) began to love 
me when I was ſcarcely out of my infancy, and wt 
neſſed his affection to me by ſo many proofs, thi! 
without blindneſs I could not be ignorant of it, 0 
( without ingratitude ) refuſe him the advantage ovef 


all thoſe who had the like intentions ; yer I depen 
c 


Part, l 


Ma 
the Governor of the Province did not diſ:ain to en. 


ploy my Father often in buſineſſes of imnortance. 
the heaven had given him a reaſonable numeroy X 
Iſſue, but of five brothers I once had, four loſt ths 
lives in Darius his Armies for the ſervice of thi 
Prince ; and the fifth of a weaker con{titution, wi 
of a more peaceful humor, keeps company withu | 


I ſpent my childhood very quietly in paſtime | 
that are not of conſequence worth relating, but] ” 
was hardly fourteen years old when with the ref 
our family I bewailed the loſs of my eldeſt brothers, | 
who with many thouſand Perſians were ſlaininth 
battel of Granzcus, that was the beginning of Pur: 
ons affitions, and within a while after | faw th 
birth of my particular ones, which make upa good 
part of the diſcourſe you defire to hear from me. I 
after the ſight of your admirable beauties, I dareto 
ſpeak of moderate ones, and if it were handiomein 


courſe, but whether this beauty were only inther 
words, or that there were any really in me, if Imay 


divers amonglt them, Whoſe alliance was advantage 
ous to Polemon, had already ſued in vain for hs, 
when the gods gave me him, to whom both formy | 
happineſs and my unhappineſs, I was deſtined by 


Bagiſtanes that treacherous Governor of the Cit- 2] 


tadel of Babylon, who ſince baſely quitted the party - 
of his Prince, and without refiftance delivercd upitr 


are not unknown to you, had a nephew endoweddy 


| WC 


& rather with moſt ſenſible diſcontents. 


Book. VI. 


ed ſo wholly upon my Father, and had lefr him ſo 
abſolute a power over my will, that 1 did nothing 
but by his, nor gave Theander any hopes but by his 
injunction z he found no cauſe ot complaint in my 
roceedings, and having none but very lawful de- 
{ons, he made ngdifficulty of ciſcovering them to 
Polemon and of aWKins his daughter with ſubmiſſions 
fill of the teſtſmonies of his love. Polemor received 
him with a) manner of civility, and ſecing manife!t 
advantages in that match, could n&&.difſemble his ſa- 
risfaction, -T heander W2s of a hanſoine perſon, a 
man of courage, and weil bred, and though we 
re noble, his family was of a rank ſomething a- 
bove ours ; andto ſay truth, might have pretenaed 


| to higher fortunes ; beſides, as 1 have told you, he 


was nephew to Bazi/tanes, who next to fate 
was the moſt conſiderable man in all this Countrey, 
:ndeed he Was a £00d while backward in granting 
his nephew the conſent he demanded for our marrt- 


E age; andTheander who honoured him exceedingly, 
E 4nd who beſides the conſideration of blood, was ty- 
@ edto him lik: wiſe by thatof fortune, waited for his 
© approbatton, with ſuch ref] pects as were due to none 
© but his Father, or his King; in the end Baziftanes 
Z wamollifed by his nephews patien-e, and by other 
© motives, and after delayes whici it would be tedt- 
© ous to recount, he gave him that permiſſion he had 


long expect:d. Inall the time of his wooing there 


$ paſſed nottung con!iderable, and 1 will onely tell 


you, Theander hiving no more diftficu'tics to over- 
come, afcer the conſent of tiofe that had the diſpo- 


8 fiagofus, married me publickly in Babylon, before 


| was fall & tecn years of age. 

As ſoon 5s he had me in his poſicfſion, he took me 
home with him to his houſe, where he began to live 
with me in a molt kind and loving manner ; be- 
ſides his affection to me, he had naturally a great 
deal of goodneſs, nay, even to an exceſs, which his 
friends have often blamed; 1 was not ungrateſul to 
his love, and receiving maniſe{t proofs of it every 
day, Ibecameſo wholly his, that I may ſafely ſwear 
before all the gods, whom | have ſo often invoked 
inmy adverſities, that never woman loved hcr hus- 
band with a more ardent, nor a more cntire affecti- 
on : | gave him a thouſand innocent teſtimonies 
of it, which inflamed him {till more and more, and in 
the firſt year after our marriage, we taſted all the 
delights that a perfect union can produce in two ſouls 
nit together in a lawful love-z whirherſoever The- 
ander went, Alcione would alwayes accompany 
him, and if the neceſſity of his affairs, or the ſer- 
vice of his friends parted us for ſome few moments, 
that ſeparation was born with much diſquict, or 
In this mu- 
tual felicity a whole year ran out, but when he had 
given that time to his affection, Theander was like- 
wiſe deſirous to give ſome to his duty, and remem- 
bering that he was a ſubject to Darin, whoſe Terri- 
tories Alexander, after his victory at the Granices, 
over ran with a prodigious ſucceſs, he for ſome time 

uried the conſideration of his love, in thoſe of his 
honour, and of the ſervice of his King and Coun- 
trey, and taking an employment ſuitable to his qua- 
lity among thoſe Forces that were raiſed by /Maze- 
%, ne left me a prey to grief, and to thoſe miſeries 
which his abſence prepared me. I made uſe of my 


Prayers, my tears, and all the credit our affection, 


pave me with him, to keep him with me-z but he 


Cefended himſelf again{t all my importunities, with 
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ſuch juſt and powerful reaſons, that without offer: - 
ing him, I could no longer perſiſt to require prof 
of his love to the prejudice of his honour. te 
marched from Babylon with-thoſe Forces, but be- 
fore his departure recommended rne to the care of his 
bro:her Ajt:ages, who under ſome pretence exempt- 
ed himſelf from that voyage, and to his Uncle 4 ag;- 
ſtanes wrom he conſidered as a father, and to whom 
he ſubmitted himſelf with a dependency which ma- 
ny perſons have condemned, True it is, that the 
reſpect Theander bore him was to be excuſed by 
many reaſons that were not to be ſlighted ; Bag:/ta- 
nes who was extreamly rich, had no children that 
were legitimate, and being then of age which for- 
bad him to hope for any, onely Theander as his near- 
cit kinſman could lawfully pretend to be his heir; 
and though he was generous enough to be littletycd 
by ſucha motive, yet was a plentiful fortune neceſ- 
ſary to maintain the expences into which he was car- 
ried by his liberal nature, and his Uncles wealth was 
not ſo inconliderable, but that it might oblige to an 
obſervance, and the dignity of Bag:ftanes was ſuf- 
ficient to authorize. After Theanders departure, 
his good Uncle, and his good Brother, ſtrove who 
ihould be forwardeit in ſhewing me their mindful- 
neſs of the charge he had left them, and by all man- 
ner of kindneſs and good uſage, they endeavoured 
to drive away ſome of my melancholly hours ; they 
made meetings, and invented ſports to divert me, 
but 1 was long inſenfible of all the divertiſements 
they gave me, and during my husbands abſence, I 
ſpent part of my time at my Fathers, and in this 
houſe, whither we came often to take the air. Whcn 
I was at Babylon, I ſaw Bagzſtanes every day, and 
though he lodged in the Cittadel, there paſſed but 
very few that he came not to ſee me, and when he 
faiied, Aſtiages to fatisfie him, and as he told me, 
to perform his Brothers deſires, carried me to his 
lodgings,where I was welcomed with infinite demon» 
{trations of kindneſs. | 

Bererice interrupting Aicione in this part of her 
ſtory, you have ſpoken twice ( ſaid ſhe) of one 
Aſtiages, that name 1s but too well known to me, 
and but that he who I mean is the wickedl(t of all men 
living, 1 ſhould ask if he were not your brother in 
law. Ah! Madam, ( anſwered Alc:one) you give 
the beſt character of him, that I can receive to know 
him by ; he was the moſt perverfe, and. the falſeſt 
man that ever lived, and you will ſee by the contin- 
uation of my diſcourſe, that I owe the greateſt part 
of my miſeries to his wickedneſs ; but to give you 
other marks of him, I will tell you, that he was rea- 
ſonable tall of ſtature, that his hair was ſomething red- 
diſh, ard if he be yetalive, his age may be about 
two or three and thirty, Ah! Dear Alcrone, ſaid 
Berenice, "tis the very ſame, and that perfidious man 
has but too great a ſhare in my adventures, as you 
may learn intime; but if I be nt decetved, you 
and I are both revenged, I will tell you news of him 
when you have ended your rclation, and you ſhall 
hear, that he hath carricd his crimes a great way fur- 
ther than Babylon. 1 ever believed (replyed Alcione) 
that wicked fellow was incorrigible, but I- did not 
think fortune had made uſe of him to perſecnte ſo il- 
luſtrious and ſo accompliſhed a perſon, I will tell 
you then, that this falſe man, and his Uncle as per- 
fidious as himſelf, when I was firſt married, and af- 
ter, when Theander was newly gone, gave me all 
the teſtimonies of friend{hip I could deſire from thoſe 
LI3 C that » 
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that wereſo near allicd tome : laſcribed their good 
uſages onely to lawfull. cauſes, and received them 
with an innocence, which without doubt fortified 


their deteitable intentions. Bagi/tanes made ſhew 
of ſo grcat an allectionts hisnephew, that I ſhould 
never have ſuſpected him of falthood, and A/t:ages 
diſguiſed his ill nature ſo cunningly to me, that l 
could not attribute the ſervices he did me, to any 
thing but the friendſhip he bore his brother; Icon- 
tinued in this error, as long as they continued to 
have any ſenſe of honour, and I left it when they left 
the terms of decency, and the conſiderations of alli- 
ance and of their reputation; why ſhould I detain 
you longer intke moſt tedious part of my recital, 
{inceT have things of more importance to relate ? in 
ſhort, when I leait expected it, Bagi#tazes decla- 
red to me his pernicious deſign, .and violating all 
manner of rights inthe perſon of his nearett kindred, 
he ſpoke to me of love, in terms whichI will not re- 
peat, becauſe I amnot able to do it without bluſhing 
or rather without dying for grief at the remem- 
brance of his impudence. I will therefore paſs over 
what he ſaid, as well out of that conſideration, as 
to avoid prolixity in my narration, and will con- 
tent my ſelf with telling you, -that after I had expreſ- 
ſed my aſtoniſhment by a long ſilence, I broke iorth 
againjt him in ſuch manner, tnat his ſurpriſe was lit- 
tle different from mince, 1 laid before his eyes by a 
vehement, or rather by a fiery diſcourſe, both the 
injury he did unto his Nephew, and the ſhame he 
would bring upo himſelf, and having put him 
into a great confuſion, ! left him, and retired into 
my Cloſet, fo troubled that I hardly knew where I 
was. 

There I cefleted upon all the aCtions of that faith- 
leſs kinſman, and recalling him to mind, to examine 
them a little more ſtrictly than I had done betore, 
I found ſo many ſigns of his wicked intentions, that 
F wondred a thouſand times at my innocence, Which 
had forced him to declare that to: me. by word of 
mouth, which by a thouſand proofs I ought to have 
diſcovered. There it was that I vented my anger, 
and deplored my misfortune by my tears, therc 
JI called upon abſent Theander to aſfilt me againlt 
the perſecutions of his diſſoyal Uncle; and there 
briefly I took a firm reſolution to dic, rather than 
Eive ear to that perfidious man, or to endure ſo 
much as the ſight of him. It was nevertheleſs very 
difficult for me to keep it in private, and my fear of 
diſcovering my misfortune, anJ of divulging the 
ſhame of our houſe to the whole world, was the 
cauſe I would not eſcape him in general mectings ; 
but when he ſought opportunities of entertaining me 
in particular, 1 ſhunn'd them ſo warily, that as cun- 
ning as he had been in the whole courſe of his life, 
and eſpecially in ſuch like matters, I put his craft to 
a ſtand, ſo that he could never overcome my circum- 
ſpeion, nor the care I took to avoid his ſubtilties ; 
when he met me in company, he would often offer 
me his hand, to draw me aſide as he had done for- 
merly, but I till found pretences to avoid him, and 
rot free without making them that were preſent 
acquainted with my misfortune. He often wrote to 
me, and cauſed his letters to be delivered, by ſuch 
as were ignorant of our ill correſpondence, and if, 
leait Iſhould give them knowledge of it, I was for- 
ced toreceive ſome of them, 'twas only to tear them 
in pieces without reading them; and to caſt thoſe 
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were worthy of a greater puniſhment ;I { 

this ah 19 with ſufficient itrength of RE Ye 
pecting Theanders return, which 1 daily begped 
the gods with molt fervent prayers, but my conliy, 
cy was like to have forſaken me, by a bloody jy 
charge I received in my affliction Aitiages is 
one day in my chamber, and ſgging himtelf ay 
with me, took me by the hand, and holding it be 
tween his, when he had looked upon me ayhy 
without ſpeaking, titer (faid he) will you not o@ 
feſs one thing tome, which deſire to know of you? 
And after I had aflured him, I would conceal mg 
thing from him ; You are a diſſembler (replyed be 
and howgreata freedom ſocver you fain towards n; 
you never told me that Bagiltanes courts you, ay 
that he hath long perſecuted you with his love : By 
not (continued he, ſeeing my colour riſe ) nor goz. 
2out to diſguiſe that from me which 1 have lean} 


from his own mouth, Though the confuſionl wn 
had till then kept me filent, 1 could hold no longe - 
at that diſcourſe,and looking upon him with a (pighr - 
tuleye; How, (laid I) Attiages, have you heat 
it from Bagiltanes's mouth, and are Theandershy, 
ther ? Attiages without being moved at that & 
mand , fall not.into paſſion ; Silter, ( replycd he) 
but be pleaſed, that as your nearelt kinſman, Ig 
you my advice in this encounter, I am Theande, 
brother, and being ſo, I ſhall onely ſeck his adv 
tage and your own ; You know how much Bagilt, ES 
is able to do for him, or rather you know how lit: 
he is able to do without Bagiltanes, all his ſuppon, | 
| Id 
and "tis onely by the credit of our Uncle, that ou & 
houſe can maintain its ſelfin its dignity,and raiſeit ſe | 
to the caicteſt of this Province. After this knowledge {# 
you ought not to eltrange his afeions from us, to 


all his ſupplies, and all his pretenſions are in him 


make them pals unto foime other Family, whowil 
profit by our lofles, and enrich themſelves with thi 
which we ought lawtully to hope for ; you may uſe 
him better than you have done, without violating the 
taith you owe your husband; and though his deport 
ments may have cauſed ſome averſion in you, out 
pretenſions are not of ſo ſmall reckoning, buttht 
Theander himſelf, it he be wiſe, :would counſel you 
todiflemble it, for the conſervation of them, Be 
ſides, Bagiſtanes 1s ſo old, that you need not at al 
fear your reputation, and your compliance with 
him cannot be of any long continuance. This: pert: 
cious Counſellor was going to ſeek out reaſons to 
perſwade me to his baſe deſigns, when my patience 


forſook me, and my reſentment made me break 3 
O gods (cryedT) is it po- i 


forth with violence. 
fible it ſhould be from my husbands Brother, that! 
hear this ſtrange propoſition ? Go baſe heartleſs may 
get thee gone, ſubmit thy ſelf to infamous thingsout 
of ſervile conſiderations, and believe that if thy famt 
ly be capable of ſuch baſeneſſes, Alcione ought not 
to have been matched into it ; theſe riches which thou 
unworthily preferrelt before the reputation of thy 
friends, nay, and before thine own too, theſe a& 
vantages, and theſe dignities thou would{t purchaſe 
with the price of honour, ſhall never be for thee nd! 
thine, if they mult be procured by that vile, ſhame- 
ful compliance thou propoſeit to me ; and if Thearr 
der were ſo baſe as to have thoughts like thine, knov 
that perhaps I ſhould be couragious enough to pull 

that in his perſon, which my contempt of thee makes 


: ' meto neglectin thine, 
guilty lines into the fire, which with their author | I ſpake many other words to him full cfſcorn and 


_ angel 


brin, 
t0 C: 
mot! 


' 
þ 
. 
: 
& 
, 
| 
! 


nas m—_—_ uw» —— Ld 


& my Fathers, until 
E makea noiſe, and to publith a thing which might 
ES HOUC, G10 DO Pn owners 

# bring a itain upon the tamily 1 was match'dinto, and 
E tocauſe ſuch ſenſible afflictions to Theander : My 
© mother, to whom [ opened my heart, and to whom 
# [diſcovered my misfortune, gave me this counſel, 
#* and perſwaded me to wait patiently for the return of 
= mybusband, who by his preſence would blow over 
= thatiform ; and ſettle my mind again in its fir!t tran- 


by. $5 
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agger, but that diſloyal fellow who had already pre- 
\red himſelf for my reproaches, and whoſe impu- 
dence could not be parailel'd, was but little moved 
with all I ſaid, and would have continued his argu- 
ments; if Ihad not leir him, and gone away ſo tran- 
ſorted with paſſion, that it was very hard for me to 
femble it. 
bw 1 was ſo much incenſed at Mtiages his laſt 
opofition, NC Was NOT at all diſmaied, but as often 
25 he found opportunity to hold the like diſcourſe to 
me, he bore my reproacnes patiently, and thewed 
me his ob{tinacy in his peraicious deligns, Then 1t 
was that I ſaw my ſ{clf reauced to great CXtremities : 
Inmy husbands houſe tcre were none but ſuch as 
were ſuſpected, or odious tome ; and I had no bo- 


dy to wiom [ could impart my trouvle, or com- 
- plain of my misfortune. _ | 
B me were corrupted by Bagiltanes, and that wicked 
Z man whohad been diligent in ſuch practices, had al- 
& wayes kept ſome 1n pay for the like employment. 
EZ Uponall occaſions they were ſpeaking good of him, 
S and repreſented to me the 1intcre!t we had in the 
Z conſervation of his friendſhip; and in ſhort, I was 
@ perſecutedinfuch manner, that iny husbands houte 


The women that ſerved 


wasa heil to me, and a place of torment. I was 
often upon the point of leaving it, and of retiring to 


Ly 


Theanders return, uut 1 feared to 


quility, 
l obeyed her direCtions, wherein I found a great 


| dealofreaſon,' and the gods, who were pleaſed with 


my patience, though they ſent not an end unto my 


& diſcontents, at lca!t ſent me ſome conſolation in them, 
# and inthe beginning of the winter, they brought me 
{ homemy dear Theanacr, for whom I had ſo long and 


ſo often ſighed. You cannot doubt, great Princeſs 


# ofthe greatneſs of my joy, ſo that | {hail notnecd to 


deſcribe in what manner I received the greate/t hap- 
pineſs Ithen could wiſh for, nor tze welcome I gave 
to an husband whom I loved really more than 
my ſelf, and in wnoſe return, beſides the intereſts 
of my affection, I found alſo that of my quiet, and 
my refuge apainit the perſecution of my enemies. 
All that a lawful innocent love like ours can produce, 
appeared in us without diſſimulation ; and if I ex- 
prefied a ſatisfaction to Theander for his return, 
Theander made his known to me by a thouſand proofs 
ofareal paſſion. W hole daies ſtole away inthe firft 
raptures, and I may fay that my ſorrows were then 
lulPdaſleep, and that I thought my ſelf in the ha- 
ven, towards which I {tcered by my continual pray - 
es, Aſtiages ceaſed to importune me as he was 
wont, and the perfidious Bug:/tanes came not a- 
mongſt us, but to expreſs kindneſs to his nephew. 
Notthat he lot any occaſion to make me know his 
p:rverſe obitinzcy, nor that he forbore to ſpeak 
with his eyes, fince I had forbidden him to do it with 


his tongue, but either I took not the pains to ob. - 


ſerveit, or elſe I did but laugh at it, ſeeing my ſelf 
tortified by the preſence of my Defender. I knew 
not well what Aftiages his thoughts were at that 
ne, and whether he was not afraid I ſhould difco- 
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ver to his Brother the ill offices he would have done 


him ; but he ſhewed me ſo few ſigns of ſuch a fear, 
that I was confident the exceſs of Theanders good- 


| 
| 
| 
| neſs encouraged him to deſpiſe his reſentments, and 


arm'd him againit what in reaſon he ought to appre- 
nend from a Brother ſo unworthily offended, Nei- 
tner was I willing to entertain Theander with my diſ- 
contents, and notwithitanding the threats I had 
uſed to his pertid:ous kinſman, I concealed their in- 
ndelity from him, as well that I might not diſturb 
the tranquility of his mind, by a recital that would 
Le unpleaſing to him, and not to ſet difſention in his 
tamily, and make my ſelf oious to thoſe among 
whom I was to paſs the remainder of my dayes. 
Theſe con{1Jerations made me ſilent in mymisfortune 
but within a while after it was redoubled by very re- 
markable accidents, 
Cleonimus, one of Theanders neareſt kinſmen, 
and tne mo{t faithful of his friends, arrived about 
that tic at Babylon, where he had been but little 
fince his Childnood, having ſpent many years in the 
Armies, and in the Courts of Kings, andin forraign 
' Countries; and in his ſeveral voyages, he had gain- 
ed qualittes which we had not yet ſeen amongſt our 
Barbarians, Tktuow not whether in the continuati- 
on of thoſc things I am to tell you, I may ſpeak to his 
advantase ; but it you will give me leave to declare 
the truth without paſſion, I will ſay that Cleoninus 
was nv common perſon, and that it was not without 
a great deal oi juitice, I gave him the firſt place in 
my cſtcem, above all thoſe I had formerly known ; 
beſides, the gracefulneſs of his perſon, and of his 
preſence which was very advantageous, he had both 
4 moit generous heart and a moſt excellent wit, and 
a3 he had made himſelf remarkable in war by a thou- 
ſand valiant actions, he had alſo made ſuch a benefit 
at Athens in the converſation of Philoſophers, as 
gave him the priority of ail thoſe of his profeſſion, 
by molt particular endowments. He was but three 
and twenty years of age when he return'd to Babylor, 
ani Theander preſented him to me as one of his near- 
e:t,kinſmen, .and was dearer to him than any man in 
the worid. O gods! with what words did he at 
thar firit fight expreſs the contentment he found in 
our alliance ! and how handſomely did he begin to 
introduce that eſteem into my mind, which hath fince 
been ſo fatal to our repoſe. I received him as a man 
nearly allied to me, andas a man of an cxtraordina- 
ry merit. I had heard Theander ſpeak of him a 
thouſand times, and many others to whom his ver- 
tue was not unknown, but I thought that fame of 
him infinitely below what his ſight perſwaded me he 
deſerved. After that fir{t viſit, he made me divers 
others, and the neareſt of blood that was between 
him and Theander, or rather their friendſhip ren- 
dred them inſeparable, giving him a free acceſs to 
our houſe, I ſaw. him every day, and within a ſhort 
time was familiarly acquainted with him. Thean- 
der and he lived as brothers, and Theander would 
needs have me live with him as his fiiter, I confefs 
I found no difficulty in diſpoſing my mind to it, and 
that as well to:obey my husband, as to follow the in- 
citements of my own inclination, I gave him really 
all the friendſhip a brother cou!'d require from me ; 
Yes, I loved him as if he had been my brother : but 
if my affection ever cxceedcd thoſe limits, by anv 
guilty or unlawful defires, your gods to whom ail 
hearts are known, {trike this untortunate woman 


| with your thunder, who calis you to be witnelics 


vi 


+% 


224 


of her moſt ſecret thoughts. 1 will not tell you that 
in all manner of. exerciſes, either of the mind or bo- 
dy, and in a thouſand matches of activity, he till 
bore away the-prize from all thoſe that would dif- 
pute it with him, neither will I ſay that by his lovely 
qualities he gained that affection from me, which he 
Sained from all thoſe that converſed with him ; but l 


will tci] you freely once again that I loved him, as | 


our near alliance, his vertue, and my huſbands com- 
mand enjoyned me. 

In the mean time, if Theanders return was fayor- 
ableto me in ſome things, it was quickly hurtful to 
me in many others, and Bagiſtanes, who during his 
abſence never met me but in publick, by his means 
recovered his fir{t conveniencics, and ſaw me every 
day, either at our houſe or in the Citt2del, whither 
his innocent nephew carricd me kimſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding all the repugnancy I ſhewed againſt thoſe 
viſits; and that which was molt infupportable to me, 
was, that this good nephew having brought me to 
that wicked Uncle, went often a hunting or othere- 
where, and left me with him for the relt of the day; 
true it is, that Ifurbad the women that waitcd on 
me, to leave me at any time alone with him, and 
that by that order I ſaved my ſelf a great while ; but 
one day , which I will count for one of the moſt 
diſaſtrous of my life, I could not avoid my misfor- 
tune, and Iſaw my ſelf reduced to the greateſt per- 
plexity I tell then had fallen into, Theander having 
accor1ing to his cuitom brought me into Bagi/tanes 
his Chamber ; that wicked man who knew my hrs- 
band had that day made an appointment to hunt, 
found means to ſend away the woman that came a- 
long with me, and who held intelligence with him, 
and within a while after Theander having left us, 1 
remained alone with him, and ſaw my ſelf ſubject 
to the miſhap I had fo long avoided, and which 1 had 
ſo much apprehended. 

I ſhould have much adoe to deſcribe the confuſion 
I was in at this accident, a chillneſs ran through all 
my veins, and I began to tremble from head to foot 
changing colour,and being ina manner beſide my ſelf. 
The Fuſtful old man eaſily found the alteration that 
wasin me; but he dcfired to ſettle me, and though 
his eyes ſparkled with a light that was extraordinary, 
and that his face became over ſpread witha lively 
colour, which years had almoſt driven away from 
thence, he was willing to moderate himſelf for a few 
minutes, fo quiet my mind from the fear he had ob- 
ſerved in me; for that purpoſe, heat firſt talk'dto 
me of nothing but indifferent matters, and having 
inſenſibly brought me upon the diſcourſe of his riches, 
he entertained me a while with it, and then taking 
me by the hand, and riſing from the chair where he 
was fitting. Dear niece ( ſaid he )I will let you ſee 
treaſures which yet I have not ſhewn to any body, 
and by that ſight you will know into how worthy a 
Family you have matched your ſelf, With theſe 
words he unlocked the door of a cloſet, whither I 
was conſtrained to follow him, and having ſhewed 
me a great many rare and curious pieces wherewith 
it was beautified, he opened his trunks and made 
me ſee Jewels of an ineſtimable value, and heaps 
of gold able to ſatisfie the avarice of the moſt inſati- 
able perſon. 

When he ſaw that I appearcd aſtoniſhed at thoſe 
immenſe treaſures, he looked upon me with an in- 
flamedeye, and preſſing my hands between his, O 
Alcione ! ( cryed he )all thatthou ſeeſt is thine ; and 
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P art, Il, 
if thou perſiſt not in thy obſtinate reſolution to has 
me, thou maieſt diſpoſe of all my riches, and ofy 

life, Fly me not ( continued he, ſecing I would F 
got away, and thatI did all I could to pull my hag 
trom between his ) but with fome ſence of pittyþy 
hold him that loves thee better than himſelf, ſeehgy 


. difadvantageous thy ingratitude is to thee, andy, 


ſider the prize thy inhumanity makes thee to looks 
neither am 1 ſo odious, nor the prize, I propoſey 
thy aftection fo vile, that thou needelſt diſdain us; wy 
thou maielt by one effect of love,or (if thou wilt)by 
of compaſſion reitore quietneſs to my mind, andhz 
come the happieſt woman in the world, Theg 
teſtable old fellow brought forth theſe words ſan 
mering, and iooking upon me with luſtfnl e) 

wherein hi- horrible delires were lively repreſents: 
and while he was ſpeaking them and many at other 
without order or co-herence, he held my hands 
faſt that *twas impo#lible tor me to eſcape from hin; 


| then I was ſeized with mortal apprehenſions, ay 


my fear kept me from falling into ſuch a rage again} 


him, as I ſhould have donc if 1 had been in anothe 


condition, yet had | courage enough to call my re, 


ſon to my aſſiſtance, end to repreſent conſideratins ff 


ro him, which were capable to have diſſwaded th 
wicked wretch from his evil deſigns, O Bagiſtary 


( ſaid I, counterfeiting a fearfulneſs ) what d yuſM 
co? have you forgotten the gods ? have you forgg: 
ten your blood ? and have you forgotten yourom 
honour ? do you not remember that vou are Thea 
dirs Untile, cr rather his-father, and that Alcioneis 
the wife of your nephew, and of kim you haveever 
accounted as your fon? do you not fear renorſed 
conſcience ? do you not fcar infamy ? anddo yu 
not fear heavens thunder, which hangs over guly | 
heads ?- Open your eyes Hagiſtanes and confide 


your crime with horror, ſuch abominable thovght 
arc unworthy of a noble mind, nor can you continu 
in them without fixins an eternal ſhame wpon you 
memory. 

I had fd more, if the pernicious old man woull 
have ſuffered me to go on, buthe ſtopt his car atdl 
my words, and believing he ſhould touch me more 
ealily in a beſceching poiture, he fell down uponts 


knees, and embraced mine with all his ftrength, 0: | 
Alcione ! ( replyed he) ceaſe to ſet theſe remot 


ſtrances before his eyes who is no longer in a co 


dition to profit by them, but give me life, vols 


thou wilt have me die here preſently at thy feet 
Die then (ſaid I with eyes ſparkling as much wit 
fire, as his with another paſſion) die deteſtable ol 
man, and never hope for any mercy from thy mor 
tal and irreconcilable enemy ; At theſe words Idt 
engaged my ſelf from his arms with ſo much for, 
that he not onely let go his hold, but being roughlf 
thruſt in a poſture wherein ke had but little ſtrength 
he fell all along upon the floor. I ſtaid not to ſee whit 
became of him, but finding my ſelf free, Irano 
at the Cloſet door, which | clapt againit him, 4 

croſſing through his Chamber, I got haſtily to tie 
ſtair-head. As I was running down with a lp 

which ſufficiently expreſſed n:y fear, I met Cleonmn 
who being alſo Bagi/tanes his nephew, was coming 
then to viſit him ; The knowledge I had of his vert, 
and of the friendſhip he bore us, made me pra 
the gods for that encounter, and not being ina 
dition to conſider ſtrictly al! I did, I caſt my {If vp 
on him, and cloſely embracing. him, Dear coulih 
( ſaid ] )dear Cleon;mm ſave me. My ations " 
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it forth his arms to me, and asKt me ina great 
trouble what accident was hapned, and what ſervice 
[ deſired from him. Carry me from hence, ( an- 
ſyered I ) and when you have brought me home, I 
will tell you my misfortune. Cleonimus without 
queſtioning me further, aſſured me that he would 
die for Theanders intereſts and mine, without conſi- 
dering thoſe of Bamnſtanes, and g£01ng down the 
fairs with me, he by the credit he had with the 
Souldiers of the Citadel, cauſed the gates to be 
opened, ani delivered me out of that hateful place 
where I had ſufferd ſo violent a perſecution. When 
I faw my ſelf at liberty, I recovered my ſelf alittle, 
and being got into the {treet, my countenance became 
leſs affrighted than it had beena few minutes before. 

After I was come home, Irepented I had diſco- 
vered ſo much to Cleonirns, and I was very ſorry I 
had oblig'd my ſelf to declare to himthe ſhame of 
his neareſt friends, anl my particular diſaſter ; yet 
my knowledge of his diſcretion, and tie need I had 


T of his counſel and likewiſe of his affiltance, in the 
E extremity my affairs were come to, made me break 
& through the difficulties I found in my mind, and for- | 
# ed me to confeſs my misfortune, and to tell him my 
& lf adventure, all the execrable proſecutions of 
8 Byifancs, and of the unworthy A/t:iages. During 


that Diſcourſe, Clzontmus ſhrunk up his ſhoulders, 


& andlift up his eyes to heaven with demoaſtrations of 


K afoniſhment, which made him hardly able to ſpeak 
Bf aword whenT had told him this -lait accident; Ah! 
K the monſter (cryc4he)ah! the abominable man 
| if the gods be juit, can he ſurvive ſuch a perfidiouſ- 


neſs as this? Having ſaid thus, he continued a while 


- filent, and then, dear couſin ( purſued he) I was to 


& blame to fall into ſo great a wonder at the hearing of 


| ations which are ordinary with Bagiftares and 1 
{ oughtto have. remembred, that whereſoever the inte- 


relt of hispleaſures or of his fortune came in queſtion, 


| he never conſidered nearneſs of blood, nor his ho- 
|  nour, no nor the gods themſelves. 


This laſt trea- 
chery of his to Theander, is not the firſt he hath com- 
mitted of this nature, and proximity never made 


| him forbear the like deſigns upon any of his kinf- 
& womenthat had any thing of handſomneſs in them ; 
if he perfiſt in his horrible intentions, I offer up my | 


life for the defence of your honour, and of Theanders 
intereſts, 
Bagiftanes if he were bold enough, would be 


| wicked enough to attempt any kind of villany ; but 


he will remember that he is not exempt from the ſe- 


; verity of the Law , that he hath not an abſolute 


power in Babylon, and that Theander is too confide- 
rable to fear any violence from him. After this dif- 
courſe, he told me a thouſand of his Uncles wicked- 


| feffes, and when asked him how I ſhould carry my 


ſelf tomy husband in the bufineſs, he adviſed me to 
conceal it yet a while, ſeeing it could bring nothing 
but diſcontent to him, and diſorder into his family, 
and that I might diſcover it at any time, if I ſhould 
be further preſſed. He gave me this counſel with 
ſo much freedom and affection, that I reſolved to 
follow it punctually, and having known him in all 
hisaQtions to be enducd with a miraculous wiſdom, 
I was willing to be abſolutely guided in this misfor- 
tune according to his orders and inſtructions. By 
iS advice therefore I diſſembled it, and gave no no- 
lceat all unto Theander of any thing that hapned z 
Ueit is, that he never had the power to carry me 
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I 
| 


| 


| diſpleaſure gave me many advantages. 
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that viſit, .he told me he had hurt his forehead with 
falling downa pair of ſtairs, I till put it off by fain- 
ing my ſelf notwell whenſoever he ſpoke to me of ir; 
Bagijt anes abalhed and exaſperated at what had paſ- 
ſed, came not to our houſe, and 1 had ſome dayes of 
reſpite, which were very pleaſing tome, being freed 
from his perſecutions. But baſe Aſtiages a few days 
after this accident, meeting me alone in the Gar- 
den, and coming up to me in the corner of an allie 


which I made halite to, that I might ſhun him 3 2.ſa- 


dam, (ſaid he, with a difdainful and diſcontented 
look) cruelty is very well becoming in handſom La- 
dies like your ſelf, andif you perſevere in your ge- 
nerolity, you will without doubt advance our houſe 
exccedingly. I preſently undeſtood the meaning of 
his words, and looking ſide wayes upon him, 7 had 
rather (ſaid 1) your houſe were ſwallowed up in an e- 
ternal deſiruttion, than ever 1 ſhould have ſo much 
a 4 thought, to endeavour its greatneſs by thoſe ways 
you propoſe rome, You do very well Alcione (replyed 
Aſtiages) but ſince you deſpiſe other conſiderations yois 
ought at leaſt in charity to viſit thoſe whom you have 
wounded in the body as well- as in the mind, This 
diſcourſe vext me to the very heart. and made 
me anſwer ſharply, Aftiages, 1 will let Theander 
know rhe goodoffices you do him, and if you continue 
ftill in your infamous proſecutions, you ſhall ſee that 
[ am not inſenſtble of the wrongs you do me, I believe 
you are not inſenſible (faid Aſttages,going away )and 


{ your laſt friendſhips begin to give ſome notice of it, 


He left me as he brought forth theſe words, which 
I did not greatly heed at that time, though I have 
found ſince but too much to my colt, with what in- 
tention he ſpake them. | 

In the mean time Baoiſtnes either out of ſhame, 
or reſentment had given over his viſits, and I prai- 
ſed the gods for that laſt adventure, which for one 
Theander 
often prayed me to go to ſee him, but finding me ve- 
ry unwilling, he had ſo much goodneſs, that hene- 
ver went about to force me ; but though that wicked 
man faw me not, he had thoſe near me, that told 
him ſufficiently what Idid. Aftzages tied to him 
by the ſordid confideration of riches, and by the 
promiſes he made him to leave him all he had, baſe- 
ly forſook the intereſts of his Bruther, and the ho- 
nour of his Family, to ſerve him in his deteſtable in- 
tentions, and beſides the torments I received from 
him, the maids that ſerved me were my moſt dan- 
Seruus enemies, and as 1 have learned fince that in- 
famous fellow had them at his devotion, and kept 
one of them in pay, to ſpy out all my actions. That 
diſloyal wench obſerved with Aſtiages, the friend- 
ſhip I had with Cleon5mz, and believ'd that he being 
truly generous, and trulya friend to Theander, was 
more capable to croſs them than any body elſe. I do 
not deny but that I lived with C/con:mw as if I had 
been his own Siſter; my husband had commanded me 
to do fo,8 I had'no repugnance to obey.him ; There 


was a great deal of familiarity betweenus,but all our _ 


actions were in {ight of the whole world, and wene- 
ver retired together, but when we had a mind to 
talk of Bagiftanes his perſecutions. 

I know not whether our deportments wrought a 
jealouſie in our enemics, nor whether they believed, 
themfelves, what they deſired to perſwade others ; 
but in effect though they” knew I was vertuous e- 
nough, not to love another man to the gg 

| what 
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what I owed to my husband, and that in their own 
hearts accounted my actions to be innocent, they 
meant to draw matter from thence, to drive away a 
man whom they ſuſpected to croſs their deſigns, or 
elſe to ruine me, when once their hopes of gaining 
me were ruined. For this purpoſe they carefully 
watched my actions, and cauſed others to watch 
them, and interpreting all I did, as might ſerve belt 
to their intentions, they laid ſnares for me, which 
without a particular goodneſs of the gods, it was 
impoſſible for me to eſcape. Beſides thc confidera- 
tionsT have told you, they were ſet on likewiſe by 
that of their own juſtificat'on, and fearing | ſhould 
at lait diſcover their deteitable prozecding to Thean- 
der, they reſolved to prevent me, and to prepoſſefs 
his mind in ſuch manner, that I might find no more 
beliefin him, whenlI ſhould come to make my com- 
plaint. Ajtiages having plotted with Bagi/tanes, 
how he ſhould manage this deſign, began to ſet it on 
work to Theander, and though he had particular 


obligations to Cleonirzs, and that having been bred - 


up together with a great deal of friendſhip, they 
had ever lived in as good intelligence as the veriucs 
of the one, and the vices of other could permit, he 
endeavored to render him odious to his brother by all 
manner of calumnies. Theander who had a very 
good impreſſion of his friend, made a jeaſt of 4jti- 
ages his firit attempts, and attributing thoſe ill offices 
to ſome particular averſion, made all the deſigns he 
uſed unprofitable. Aſt:ages was not repulſed 'by 
theſe fir{t difficulties ; bug carefully laying hold of all 


occaſions to make him obſerve our familiarity, he 


did.not deſpair of working ſome effect in his mind at 
laſt, One day as we rote from dinner, during 
which time | had long entertained Cleonimus who 
fateby me, and had often whiſpered him in the ear, 
Idrew near to a window, where Aſt14ves ſecirg we 
alone came to me, though of a long while I had gi- 
venover ſpeaking to him, but in Theanders preſence, 
and when I knew not how to avoid him ; at that 
time his brother was diſcourſing with Cl/eonimur, at 
another window which looked toward the Garden, 
whereupon coming cloſe to me, Madam ( ſaid he) 
Twill talk, no more to you of Bagittanes, but if you 
pleaſe I will ſpeak, of Cleonimus, with whom your 
fortune will be nuch better, I gave not my ſelf time 
to examine his Diſcourſe ; but without hearkning to 
his laſt words, I anſwered briefly ; If you ſpeak, ro 
re of Cleonimus,yoru will ſpeakto me of a man who by 
bis ver tue deſerves voth the general and my particu 'ar 
eſteem. I knew vcry well (replyed Aſtiages impu- 
dently) that that vertue which de«piſes fortune, was 
not proof againſt his merit ;, but we will break, the 
courſe of this affeition, and will teach the innoceit 
Theander to diſcern his real friends, This diſcourſe 
netled me ſo, that without doubt I ſhould have fallen 
openly upon him, but that having nothing more to, 
ſ.y, he went out of the room, where I remained 
ſo troubled, that if Theanders face had been towards 
me he might eaſily have read in mine, what a 

confuſion A/#:ages hadlefſt me in. 1 lean'd upon my 

elbow in the window, where reflcCting upon thoſe 

. malicious words I had newly heard, I was ſeiz'd 

withthe moſt violent grief I yet had felt. Irecol- 

leted my ſelf, and examined all my actions with 

Cl:onimws, and found them ſo full of innocence, 

that I judged A/?zages his ſuſpitions very ill ground- 

ed, and his jealoufie very unjuſt ; yet preſently I 

had a thought to abſent him from me for ever, and 


Y 
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to deprive my enemies either of the occaſion oft 
cenſures, or.the pretext they had taken to tormen 
me; but it was followed by another quite contr 

and the rigor of my celtiny made me look upon Mi 
oninms at that time more advantagiouſly than ever] 
had before, and obſerve his good qualities and j 
friendſhip, with an eye which would not permit 
to conſent to what I was reſolving againit him 
know not Ladies, whether I am faulty in this 
fefſion, and in avowing ingenuouſly, that at th 
time I had an affection for him, that could not ſuf 
his baniſhment, which the care of my reputat 

and that of my repoſe was preparing for him; hy 
I will tell you alſo to juſtifie my ſelf, that percha 
it would not have been jtrong enough to hinders 
if I had not judged that A57zages made uſe of thy 
ſubtilty to deprive me ofa man who he knew wo 
oppoſe his intentions, and whoſe afſiltance was je. 
celſary for me, to defend my ſelf again{t his perk. 


made me rcſolve both to fee Cleorizm us, and to ly 
Theander, whoſe approbation I valued more thy 
with him, 


pect me of cunning, 
me. 


words had cauſed in me, but ſcarce had I takenz 


buſineſs or other, left me there with C/con:mm, He, 


— CO ———— — 


whereof he asked me the cauſe, and notwithitandins 


ed me upon his occaſion, Cleommiu hearkned ty 
me without being moved, and when I had madea 
end, he lift up his eics to heaven, and croſſing hi 
arms upon his breait, he walked above twenty 
paces with me before he ſpoke a word, then ofz 
ſudden making a itop, and looking upen me with a 
action more paſſhonate than orcinary ; Couſin (ſad 
he) your encmies have reaſon to drive me fron 
you,and the knowledge they have thzt I will oppoſe 
their , pernicious deſigns to the laſt moment « 
my life, does in a fort authorize their proceed 
ings. 
Beſides I confeſs to you, that ifthey accuſe meat 
loving you, they accuſe me very jultly, ſince it if 
not truer that Iam Cleonimu, than it is that I love 
Alcivne morethan all the things in the world ; Do 
not wonder at this declaration, couſin, *tis true, 

love you more than my ſelf, but I proteſt to youb! 
the gods, that this affection 1s moſt innocent, 4 

that it ſhall never give me deſires for Theanders wile 
which 1 might not communicate to Theander hint 
ſelf - but as innocent as it is, it nevertheleſs is fauk 
ty, ſinceit is made uſe of to ciiturb your quietnels 
and my preſence is hurtful to you, fince it is ſuſpe(t 
ed to them that are near you, and that it gives them 
jealouſies which are to your diſadvantage. The 
gods ſorbid that from henceforward they ſhould find 


my happineſs in ſecing you, before your tranquility ; 
4 will abſent my ſclt therefore, fince I mu! - 
oh . 


4 


cutions. This conlideration as truly as the other b 
with him as I had done formerly, knowing well thy E 
any bodies diſlike, was not offended with it, a 2 
that if I abated any thing of my uſual freed 
AFtiages might have occaſion to fy 
after what he had ſaid » 
I went out of the cining room wherel left The 
der with Cleonimmm, and walked into the garden a 
lone to entertain the penſiveneſs which A/7:ages his 


turnor two, when they came out tome, and with 
a while atter, Theander being ealled away by ſome | 


at his firſt coming, obſerved ſom: trouble in my fac, 


he was concerned init, I was ſo innocent as to tel 
him 4/t:ages his diſcourſe,and how he had reproak | 


that occaſion to afflict you, and that I ſhould preſet 


© fon and his company were dear to me, 
| giving him my hand, Couſen ( faid I) I neither 
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reat grief ſocver I ſuffer at this ſeparation, it 

wy al be leſs then that I ſhould receive by 
the diſcontents my preſence may cauſe to you, Cleo- 
ime ended theſe words with fo ſad a look, that I 
was ſenſibly touched with it; I have confeſſed to 
ou, that my good will to him was as ſtrong as it 

ronld lawfully be, and I will avow that it was en- 
creaſed by this diſcourſe, and that the goodneſs 
wherewith he forgot himſelf for my intereſts, cauſed 
:1 me a tenderneſs of him, which I never had til] 
= fay truth, I was willing to let him ſee, both 
tow received his order, and to what _— his per- 
or that end 


doubt of the greatneſs, nor of the nature of your af- 


© &&ion tome, I know it is ſuch asa virtuous man 


may conceive to one of his neareſt kindred, and to 


: the wifeof his be4 friend, and upon this aſſurance [ 
* willmakea like confeſſion of mine to you, and will 


proteſt truly (though perhaps Iam to blame in this 


Z declaration ) that after Theander, there is nothing 
© gearer tome then your ſelf. I wilt not therefore de- 
 privemy ſelf of you, for the ſuſpicions of Aſtiages 
= and Bagtſtanes, fo long as Theazder is pleaſed I 
|? fhould ſeeyou, I will never conſent to this abſence 
2 youpropoſe tome. 


If he becon:e of their humour, 
you will not then take itil], if I refrain your compa- 


© ny; andforce my own inclinations to perform my 


@ duty tomy husband, Till this misfortune happen 
&Z tous, we will live as we have done; and provided 
& Theander be ſatisfied, I ſhall but little regard the 
Z fatifaction of others. ' By this anſwer, I drove a- 
= way part of the ſadneſs that appeared in Cleonimms 
© his countenance, and withit the deſign he had to for- 
© fake me, when I had mot need of his afſit- 
& ance, 


We continued hereupon to live as we had begun; 


= andon purpoſe to ſpight A/tzages, I uſed Cleonmus 
E more kindly then ever; That diſloyal Brother was 
= fark mad atit, and preſently after he had a com- 
: _ that bore it as impatiently as he, 
& for all his anger had not ceaſed to love me, and be- 
| ing not able to reſolve to ſee me no more, he had 
E forced his ſhame and cholcr, to give me viſits, 
E which I was fain to receive whether I wou'd or no, 
| but yet I received them all in the preſence of The- 
= ander, and often of Cleontmns, and others whom [ 
& would ever have to be witneſſes of our converſation, 
# IfIhad much ado to ſuffer him, he had no lefs to 
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ſuffer Cleonim945, whoſe preſence was become in- 
lupportable to him, having changed all the affeQi- 
0n which alliance formerly had cauſed in him, in- 
to a moſt violent hatred ; yet being the greatelit 
diſſembler of all men living, he diſguiſed his ill will 
under a loving countenance,and knowing his courage 
durſt not declare his animoſity. Aftrages for the 
lame conſideration carried himſelf towards him in 
the ſame manner, bur he did otherwiſe towards me, 
and paſſed by no occaſion of ſhewing me how black | 
his ſuſpitions were, and how wicked his intentions, 
his ragegrew to ſuch an extremity, that he cauſcd a 
note to be put one day in my dreſſing cloth, which 1 


found 2s I was getting me ready, and wherein I read 
theſe words. 
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ASTIAGES to ALCIONE. 


) os U have received too great an honour by our al- 

[tance to conſider that of eur bouſe ſolittle. Take 
heed to it, flcione, and know there wants neither 
ſword nor poiſon to repair the diſgrace of a Family 
like ours, | 


I read theſe words with an aſtoniſhment which I 
am not able to repreſ-nt. Till then | had been patient 
and had held ray peace, but at that time I reſolved 
to be ſono longer, and to ſpeak; and I was going 
inſtantly to carry the note to Theander, and make 
him the relation of all that had paſſed, if Cleonimus 
had not come into my Chamber : he wondered as 
much as1I at the threats he uſed to me, but he de- 
fired me todeferrethe complaints I meant to make 
tomy husband for a few dayes, and counſelled me 
to £0 with him to viſit my Father at this houſe we 
now are in, where I might at more liberty entertaif 
him with my misfortunes, and free my ſelf from the 
ſight of my enemies. I approved the adyice he gave 
me, and withinan hour after, having propoſed it 
to Theander, I eaſily diſpoſed him to it. Theander 
and I came hither to viſit my father and my mother, 
who had been ſome dayes here to divert themſelves, 
and we ſpent many delightfully in their company. 
Bagiſtanes and Aſtiages remained at Babylon , 
ivhere their rage made them take recourſe to waies 
of revenge worthy of their courage and of their 
vertue. Cleonimus came to ſee us almolt every day, 
and for the moſt part gallopt over alone, the way 
being but ſhort from hence to Babylon. One day 
gving from us when the Sun was ready to ſet, with- 


_ out any other weapon but his ſword, as he went out 


of the wood which is near this houſe, he was aſſault- 
cd by three men on horſe-back, who threw three 
darts at him, from a good diſtance ; and their haſte, 
or thc will of the gods having made them miſs, they 
drew their ſwords, and ran up to him with full ſpeed: 
though number of enemies might with reaſon have 
cauſed ſome apprehenſion in Cleonimus, their co- 
wardiſe made him deſpiſe them, and being reſolved 
to ſell his life as dearly as he could, after having a-. 
voided the ſhock of the two firſt by a little carreer 
he took, he cloſed ſo luckily with the third, that hav- 
ing made his ſword ſlipover his ſhoulder, he ran his 
own up to the hilts in his right ſide : Scarce was that 
cnemy down, when the two others came back at 
Cleonimus, but their companions horſe was in their 
way, which hindred them from coming ſtraight up- 
on.him, and while one of them turned a little aſide, 
toſet upon Cleonimm behind, he was ſo fortunate, 
that with a back blow he cut off his hands which fell 
preſently to the ground with his ſword. The third 
having ſeen this ſecond ſtroak, turned about, and 
ſeeking his ſafety in the ſwiftneſs of his horſe, began 
to fly with all poſſible ſpeed ; but Cleonimus purſu- 
ed him, and being mounted upon one much flecter, 
overtook him in a very little time ; He could have 
thruſt his ſword into his reins if he would, but he 
contented himſelf with ſeizing upon the guard of 
his as he paſſed by, and having eaſily wreited out 


of his hand, he threw it on the ground, and oppo- 
ſing-his paſſage laid hold on his bridle, wherewith 
M m having 
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having quickly ſtopt him, Friend (ſaid he) what 
havel done to thee, that ſhould make thee deſire to 
kill me? 1his man in a terrible fear, held up his 
hand. and beſceching him to ſpare his life, I have 
no intention to take it ( anſwered Cleonimm ) but 
I will know of thee by what offence I have made 
thee my enemy, thee whom I never diſobliged, nor 
ever knew in my life. This fellow being a little aſ- 
ſured by theſe words, Ah ! Sir (ſaid he) I have 
no cauſe to hate you, and doubtleſs I have deſerved 
thatdeath, which I and my companions would have 
given you out ofa vile conſideration; Aſt:ages hired 
us for that purpoſe, and Bag:/tanes promiſed us ten 
talents to kill you. Though Cleonimus was aftoni- 
ſhed at the treachery, yet had he no difficulty to be- 
lieve it, and knowing the baſeneſs of his enemies, he 
eaſily gave credit to that confirmation of it ; he cared 
not to draw any greater proofs, and giving the man 
his liberty, he exhorted him to avoid ſuch like occa- 
fions of infamy ; the other touch'd with a true repen- 
tance which he witneſſed by his tears, proteſted that 
only theextream poverty to which of late years he 
had been reduced, was the motive that had incited 
him to a wickedneſs which he had ever deteſted. You 
might have freed your ſelf from that ( replied Cleo- 
nimw) by honeſter means; but to the end it no 
more may ſerve you for a pretext to evil aCtions,you 
ſhall not loſe the r compence you hoped for, and 
you may come to morrow tomy lodging, and fetch 
your ſhare of the ten talents Bag:/tanes promiſed 
ou. 
? This man raviſhed with Cleonimus his generoſity, 
would have caſt himſelf at his feet, but he would not 
ſuffer him, and ſending him away, I defire no other 
requital (ſaid he) but that you would be an honeſt 
man, and that by ſpeaking of this buſineſs, you 
would not diſhonour two men who are near allicd to 
me, and one of which is brother to Theander. I 
havetold you this paſſage a little more at large, to 
make you know of what temper Cleoni#4 his mind 
was, fince he himfelf paid his murtherers the hire 
which they were to have had only for hisdeath; and 
that after cauſes -of complaint of this nature againit 
Bagiſtanes and Aſtiages, he had yet care of their re- 
putation, and forbade that fellow to defame them. 
True it is that in this laſt effect of goodneſs there was 
ſome little mixture of intereſt, and that he was glad 
to ſmother that attempt, fearing the cauſe would 
break forth with the report of it, and that I might 


be too much ſpoken of in that diſcourſe. Being come | 


to Babylon, he retired to his lodging, where he 
made no mention at all of what had befallen him, and 
paſled the night, as I have heard ſince, in his won- 
ted tranquility ; but the next morning, as ſoon as 
he was ready, he went to T heanders houſe, and go- 
ing upinto A:ages's chamber, who was not yet {tir- 
ring, he came to his bed ſide, and drawing open the 
curtain, he ſhewed himſelf to him. Aſtiages diſ- 
ſembling his hatred, bad him good morrow, as he 
was wont iodo; but Cleonimus ſeeing there was 
no body with him, after he had looked a while upon 
him without ſpeaking, Aft:aves (ſaid he) your de- 
ſign has not taken effect, and the miniſters of your 
intention, by the juſtice of the gods have received 
another payment then that you made them hope 
for; I come hither neither to take revenge for 
an intended murther, nor to reproach you with 
it, but to make you know that without difficul- 
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ty, and without diſhonour, I could puniſh your | 


Pare. It, 


baſeneſs, and to put you in mind, that in the qu 
you profeſs, you had handſomer wayes to free you 
ſelf ofan enemy ; 11hould not want them to free 
ſelf of you, if you were not as unworthy of my y, 
ſentment, as youare to be Theanders brother ; by 
fince his conſideration makes me ſuppreſs it, it fly 
alſo make me ſuppreſs the report of this aCtion, pg 
to ſave a reputation which you have abandoneg. 
but to keep a noble bloud, in which both friendfyy 
and alliance makes me concern'd, from a ſtain whig 
could not be gotten out of it. 

Cleonimu having ended theſe words, deignedny 
to ſtay for A/t:ages his anſwer.but going forth of th 
chamber, left him in a marvellous confuſion, \, 
had alreadie learned by certain country people, thy 
Cleonimu had fought a combate as he was gy 
back to Babylon the day before ; and as ſoon as Th. 
ander heard it, he took horſe and went preſentlyy 


him ; having asked him the particulars of that. 


counter; Cleonimu confeſied he had been afſanke 
by three men, againit whom 1c gots had bo wel 
aſſilted him, that he had gotten the better of then, 


but could not come to the knowledge of i.is-ee 


mies. 
Theander without ſounding any deeper intotht 


adventure, rejoyced 2t his good ſucceſs, and withy Þ 
a while after, going to his houſe, he found Aſia 
there, ſo confounded with Cleonmu his words, tht 
he hardly knew in what place he was. That treache. Þ 
rous fellow, believing his wickedneſs could not be 
long concealed, reſolved to prevent thoſe that might | 
inform his brother of it, and having already preparel 
himfclf for the diſcourſe he was to make to that pur 
poic, defired a time to ſpeak with him in private, | 
Theandcr retiring with him into his cloſet, gave hin Þ 
the liberty be demanded ; and then that perficou Þ 
wretch, aſter long preambles to teititie his trouble, ÞÞ 


that he was to acquaint him with ſo ill a bulines, 


told him openly what he before had confuſedlyitron 
to make him believe, and proteited to him thatl 
loved Cleonimns with paſſion, and with ſcandall tn 


all their race; that Bgr5tanes and he had pers 


ved it with a great deal of grief, and thatticy hal 
endeavoured to divert me from it by entreaties, ad 


even by ſome threatnings, which the intereſts «i 


their blood might authorize; but t!:at I had ben Þ 
inſenſible of their remonſtrances, and that abuſng 
with Cleonimus the facility of ſo good an husband i 


we by a thouſand ſcandalous actions had mak 


known our paſſion, even to thoſe that were lat Þ 


quick-lighted. 


AFtiages ſaid ſo many other things to Theanan, i 
that he was weary of ſuffering him longer, and look i 
ing with diſdain upon him, You are too zealous it 
AFiages ( anſwered he) and I have already toll 
you, how well known Alcione and Cleonimm aret 


me; Iſhould be very much ſatisfied with them both 
if their friendſhip were yet a little greater thenith 
and fince that only Lam concerned in it, I will defi 
them to augment it for my ſake : Theſe words po 
ken witha diſdainful tone, trovbled, and exaſper 
ted Aftiages, and obliged bim to reply with an 
gryaccent. If youare fo little ſenſible of the diſho- 
nour of your houſe, they that may be blemiſhe! 
with it are not ſo tame as your are. and yu 
neareſt friends ſhall never be reproached for hav: 
ing tolerated a miſchief of the nature of this the) 
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have diſcovered, fince it is an extream one, It OUg" 


not to be thought ſtrange, it they apply entre 
med 
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ranger the deſtroyers of it. Theander was 


ch'd with this diſcourſe, that againſt 
: — brother, he would violently have ex- 
led his reſentment, and in his laſt words obſerv- 
: - the hatred, and the evil defigns he had againit 
Cleonimus, he preſently belcived that it was he who 
had laid that ambulh for him, which he had eſcaped 
by his valour 3 and in that opinion looking ſidewaies 
upon him, Wicked man (ſaid he) thou haſt diſcovered 
-If too much,and 1 no lenger deubt, but that thou 


oy ſelf didſ ſer on thoſe villains to aſſaſſinate Cleoni- 


| mus. Aſftiages grew pale at that accuſation,and by a 
_—_— woadla made T heander ſee his reproaches 


were true. That belicf having enflamed him with 


| .noer, Ab! thou anworthy fellow, ( continued he) 
| = art the ſhume and diſhonour of onr blood thy ſelf , 
© what examples ha#t thou amongſt our kindred of ſuch 
| abaſeneſs? Ab! Inced no longer doubt it, and the 


knowledge I have ever had of thy wicked inclinati- 


* ons, doth but too much fortifie me in that conceit. 


Theander accompanied theſe words with a torrent of 


| others, which-daſh'd A/tiages that he was a long 
' timecrcehe could get out of his confuſion, but at lait 


ſtriving to recover himſelf, and Iabouring to ſhow a 


* confidence; *If you were not my brother ( ſaidhe) 


<[would make you know how ſenſible Iam of ca- 
<|ymnics of this nature ; and if Cleonimus perliits 


. *inthis opinion, he ſhall ſee I am not ignorant of the 


*means to diſabuſe him, Theander laughing at that 
bravado, deſpiſed him more then he did before, and 
after having uſed a thouſand reproaches to him, with 
expreſs threats, which Aſ/#:azes anſwered only with 
a confuſion that abſolutely confirmed his brother in 
his former belicf, not being able to ſtay longer with 
him, he went away directly to Cleonimus. As ſoon 
as heſaw him,he ran to him with open arms, ſaying, 
DearCleonimus,if my brother be wicked,ifmy brother 
be baſe,we are neither guilty of his crimes, nor of his 
baſeneſs; and you ought not extend your reſentment un- 
to me, who will no more conſider him as my brothcr,but 
4 a traytor, and as a murtherer : Cleonimus was 
much ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe; and believing that 
Theander by other means had learn'd the whole truth 
of the buſineſs, did no longer diſavow that which by 
an admirable diſcretion he bad reſolved to conceal, 
both from him, and from all men living. Theander 
being aſſured of his brothers crime, firſt by Cleoni- 
mu'slilence, and by his confeſſion, deſired to know 
the particulars of it, and Cleonimm having told him 
all, made him change colour a thouſan] thouſand 
times, and a thouſand times deteſt hisdeſtiny,which 
had made him be born of ſo wicked a race. 

After this diſcourſe, he ingenuouſly made him ac- 
Jones with all that 4/:ages had ſaid to him,and in- 
ormed him of his jealouſie in terms, & withan action 
Whereby he found that though he had the greateſt in- 
tereſt in the buſineſs, he was not moved with it at 
all. Clconimwnevertheleſs ſhrunk up his ſhoulders 
at the hearing of it, and looking upon him with a 
countenance extraordinarily troubled, I knew ( ſaid 
be) Fortune would be jealous of the happineſs I en- 
jy 1n your friendſhip, and that I mult be fain to 
dllow the uſual courſe of my deſtiny, which never 
granted me a laſting felicity ; After the ſuſpitionsof 
-Aſtiages, and Bugiſtanes, T1 cannot be innocent, 
nceI have given them occaſion to conceive them, 
but that they may take no more, neither from my 
Preſence, nor from my imprudent carriage, I will 
abſent my ſelf both from Alcione, and from you, 
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; toit, and if the honour of their family arm: 
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and will moderatethe grief of that ſeparation, by -he 
remembrance of a repoſe which I will never trouble, 


' Theander would'not ſuffer Cleonimw to go on, but 


imbracing him with much affeRion,I had rather( ſaid 
he)that Aftiages and Bagiſtanes were in their graves, 
then that you ſhould continue an hour inthat thought 
let them avoid your fight themſelves, if it be ſuſpect- 
cd to them, and let them not envy a happineſs they 
are incapable to give me : Alcione, 1 will follow 
you if yougo away, and though you will ſhun our 
company, we will tye our ſelves inſeparab'y to 
yours. Theander ſpoke theſe words with ſo paſſio- 
nate an air, that Cleonimm was moved with them, 
and conſidering Theanders good nature, and the 
hearty affeftion he bore him, he could ſcarcely 
withhold tears, which the force of his friendſhip 
was like to havedrawn from his eyes, and embracing 
him with an exceſs of love, O gods! (cryed he) 
ſhould 1 nor be a thouſand times mare faithleſs thar 
our franderers, if I could ever have a thought to be- 
tray ſuch a friend as Theander ? I will never fear it 
added Theander, and if this calumny I have told 
you of, makes you abate any thing of your familia- 
rity toward Alc;one, I ſhall believe you have ill in- 
terpreted my intentions,and that you are becomemy 
enemy. / will rather become my own (replyed Cleon- 
15) and being your will ſhall ever be mine, 1 will live 
both at your houſe, and every where elſe as you ſhall 
enjoyn me, but ro give you further proofs of my 
znnocence, Alcione ſhall tell the true cauſe of the ha- 
rred of Aſtiages and Bagiſtancs ; *twas by my entreaty 
ſhe has deferr'd to acquaint you with it all this while, 
and by my conſent you ſhould never have heard any 
thias that could trouble your contentment , if my 
enemies, had not brought things to an extrems- 
ty; now it were no longer wiſdom to conceal the 
truth of it from you, but you ſhall learn it from 
the mouth of Alcione who 3s the moſt concerned 
mnit, and in whom it will be more handſome totell it 
you, than in a man who maybe grown ſuſpeited, by 
reaſon of atreackery, the memory whertof is yet fo 
freſh. Theander proteſted to him a thouſand times 
that he would never ſuſpect him, and preſſed him a 
long time to draw that confeſſion from him, which 
he referr'd to me, but he defended himſelf ſo well 
againit his importunitics that he gave them over, and 
deſiring to come back to me that day to give me ac- 
count of all theſe adventures, 'and to ſatisfic his own 
curioſity, he left Cleonimms, after having made him 
promiſe that he would come and ſee us the next day 
at the furtheſt, . Before he returned hither he ſaw 
Aſtiages again, and when he had laid his crime be- 
fore his eyes, with words full of reproaches, and 
invectives, he proteſted to him that if any evil hap- 
pened to. Cleonrmus, no body ſhould be queſtioned 
for it but he and Bagiſtares, lince their il] intentions 
had diſcovered themſ:lves, both by witneſſes, and 
proofs that were irrcproachable. I believe this 
threat ſecured Cleonimus bis life, which would have 
been in great danger, if his enemies had not feared 
to be accuſed of it after ſuch manifeſt appearances. 
In the mean time having got looſe irom a good num- 
ber of his friends, who were come to ſec him, and 
from whom he carefully hid the Authours of his ad- 
venture, he went abroad to make fome viſit ; but 
as he paſſed throvgh the {treet, he chanced to ſee the 


' man to whom he had given his life the day before, 


and to whom he had promifed the reward, which he 
was to have received from Bariſtanes ior his ceath ; 
although Cleonimn: had given him order to come and 
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etch the money at his lodging, he had not the impu- | 
dence to go and demand a recompence which he ſo 

ill deſerved, and contented himſelf with the mercy 
he had received, without daring to preſent himſelf 
before him : but Cleonimus having ſpyed him, re- 
membred his promiſe, and being a moſt religious 
obſerver of all thoſe he made, he called him, and 
carrying him to his chamber his own ſelf, gave him 
the ſum he had promiſed him. The fellow con- 
founded with ſo extraordinary a liberality, caſt him- 
ſelf at his feet, and ſpeaking to him, as to a man 
whoſe vertue was little leſs than divine, he beſeech- 
ed him to diſpoſe of his life, and to command him 
ſomething whereb y he might have occaſion to ha- 
zZard it. Cleonimus acknowledging his good will, 
ſince you are ſo thankful ( ſaid he ) you mult needs 
do me a ſervice, which I can receive from no body 
but you, and that is to give aletter into Bagi/tanes's 
own hand, which I will write to him, and which 
cannot well be delivered but by yours. Fear him 
not, I ſhall be able to defend you againſt him, and 
againſt all thoſe whom my conſideration ſhall make 
your enemies. The man having offered himſelf 
with a great deal of joy, to perform what hedefir- 
ed, Cleonimu called for paper, and wrote to Bagi- 
ftanes in theſe terms, 


Cleonimus to Bagiſtanes. 


, T7 miniſter of your generoſity comes 
, to demand the recompence you pro- 
© miſed him, it was not his faujt if he hath 
© not ſerved you to your mind, and if your 
© deſign hath not taken effect, 'tis becauſe 
© fortune doth not alwayes ſecond great and 
*noble enterpriſes. This laſt , wherein 
© you employed this bearer, 15 of a nature 
© that may leave you a gallant reputation 3 
© he for his payment deſired a letter of re- 
© commendation to you, and he believed 
© he could not addreſs himſelf better, then 
© to him who hath the happineſs to be your 
©Nephew, and to whom you haveſhowed 
« ſo freſh, and ſo obliging proofs of your 
< friendſhip; if nearneſs of blood tied me 
©to you before, the remembrance of that 
« favour gives you the diſpoſing of a !ife 
© whereot you have a great deal of care, 

<and which cannot be loſt with more glory, 

or With more advantage, then when 1t 
<may facilitate your poſlefling of that cru- 
<el Lady whom you ſo vertuouſly honour 
« with your affection. 


Cleonimu having written this letter, gave it to the 
man, who carried it to Bagiſtanes. This was all 
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the revenge he would take of him, being of an age 
which forbad him any other ; and I believe it was 
not ſo light a one as he imagined; and Bagrſtanes 
alreadyvext that his deſign had ſucceeded ſo ill, was 
like to have burſt with ſpight at ſuch juſt, and ſuch 
jeering reproaches ; but being very ſubtil, he made 


Part, 


no ſhew of it, and within a few dayes after, hethy 
had been the bearcr of them vaniſhed, and 
could be heard on ſince, whereupon we beliay 
that Bagi/tanes and Aſtiages had cauſed him to 
made away, that the world might no longer beyz 
undeniable a witneſs of their villany, In this ith 
rim Theander was come home to us, and hag 

me the particularities of Aftiages his treachery, 
Cleonimus his generoſity ; and after he had rely 
the diſcourſe he had with his brother, whoſe x k 
deſcribed to me in the terms wherewith I hive req 
ſented it to you he made me acquainted with yy 
had paſſed between him and Cleonim upon ty 
ſubject, and prayed me to make the ricital which 
had referred tome. 1 was before ſufficiently diſpel 
ed to give him that ſatisfaction of my own accord, 
ſoon as I knew Cleonimr diſapproved it not, Ifj 


not for a ſecond entreaty, but told himat large of gÞ 
the perſecutions I had ſuffred from Bavgi/tanes, wi 
his perfidious brother, even to the ſmalleſt pun. 
culars; in the ſame manner as I have related themy 


you. 


was but little pleaſed with his coldneſs in that buf 


neſs, What, Madam ( ſaid he ſmiling, to vex me 
the more ) are youcruel then to thoſe that love you? 
[ had ſuffered toomuch by Bag:ſtanes his importuni Þ7 
ties to be able to turn them into jeſting ; but Thear. 
der made himſelf ſport with them, and after hehad 
laught at them a while, Alcrione ( continued he )you Þ 


have told me nothing of Baziſtanes, which T hare 


not ſeen him practiſe toward all his nearcft kinſwo- | 
men; and 1 believe that no degree of proximity 
ver freed any of them from him who were haridfome 


enough to move his love; but I never ſaw-if 


body jealous of him; and he is now of an agetv 
cauſe more pity of his weakneſs, or more mitth at Þ 


his follies, then fear of any danger by him. Forn) 
part, Alcione, I proteſt to you, this jealouſie ſhil 


never break my ſleep, and that it ſhall ever be tt Þ 


ſmalleſt of my afflictions. If you had ſooner con 


municated ' your troubles to me, 1 ſhould without Þ 


doubt have diminiſhed them , and perchance| 
ſhould have made you find divertiſement, in thit 
which hath been matter of vexation to you. 

| could not approve of this humor of Thearder:, 
and yet I was very much caſed by having disburt- 
dened my ſelf of part of my cares ; and withini 
while aſter Cleonimzs being come, joyned 1n ol 


converſation, and ſeconded Theanders opinion il i 


ſuch manner, that-I began to believe my misfortunes 
were leſs then I had fancied them. After we had 
ſome time diſcourſed merrily upon that ſubject, The- 
ander falling again to be ſerious, prayed me, or 
ther commanded me beforc Cleoninmus to love MM 
ſtill as my brother, and as his ſecond ſelf, and pre 
teſted to me that-the moſt ſenſible diſcontent he could 
receive, would be to ſee me diminiſh any thing 

that afſeQion he required from me, upon any colt 
deration whatſoever. Afterwards they reſolved, 


that for the ſhort time BogiFazes accordi 8 me 
| courle 


I know not what judgment you will.make of Th. 
anders procceding in this encounter, but for nin 
own part was very ill ſatisfied with it : He inde | 
deteſted thetreachery of 4#ages, and. called hin 
a hundred tines baſe fellow, and unworthy tok | 
born of noble blood, but he ſeemed not at all touck 
ed with any reſentment againſt Bagsſtanes, andin 
ſtead of falling into anger againſt him, he did nw | 
thing but laugh at his weakneſs, and when heſayl 
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courſe of aturehad to live, 1 ſhould not uſe himill, 


and that 


aftitne. In theſe entertainments, and other pleal- 
in divertiſements, We ſpent yet ſome few dayes 
here with my father and mother, after which We IC- 
turned 19 Babylon. Aſtiages had left his lodging at 
our houſe, and was gone to lie inthe Cittadel with 
his Uncle; Theanzer, to whom his crimes, and the 
attempts he had made upon me for Baviftanes his ſa- 
tisfaction, had rendred him odious, was not able to 
endute him longer within his aOOrs, and ASttages 
kinſelf was better pleaſed to be witha man of his 
own humour then amorg perſons that dcreited him, 

[t was about that time that our country was almoſt 
every where full of ſou'dicrs, and that Drizes af- 
ter the loſs of the battel of U ſus, recruiting his forces 
in theſe parts to prepare himſelf for a third, retired 


E himſelf into our City ; The Court there was very 


'eat and fair, though the Queens and Princelles 


- who were wont to make up the beſt part of it were 
abſent at that time, by a cruel ſervitude. 


Since it is onely my particular hiitory you delire, 


E I will not recount that of the State, nor the things 
2 that paſſed then at Babylon, in which I have no in- 
tereſt at all. Yet can I not forbear to tell you, Ma- 
# dam, thatamong thoſe who were moit conſidered 
& near Dari, loften ſaw the Prince Oroondates your 
= brother, his admirable actions, and the Kings favor 


7 hidmade him fo remarkable, that it was hard for 


© the mcaneſt perſons to be ignorant who he was. 
Z Andindeed my brother and I had preſerved the 74ea 

| of him ſo well, that though four or five years which 
Z arerunout ſince, have made ſome alteration in his 
BZ face, yet was it not enough to make us miltake him, 
Þ and if wetill now have diſſembled that knowledge 
2 of him, *twas. becauſe we found his intention was 
& not to diſcover himſel£, 
= troops he had ſent for out of Scyrhia, after the man- 
E nerof their country, ina plain near the c ty, and in 
Z all his ations he had ſo marvellous a grace, that it 
E washardto loſe the remembrance of it. 
Y = likewiſe that T heander and Cleonimus had the 


I ſaw him exerciſe the 


I will tell 


onour to be known to him, and that the report of 


& their virtue which was very great in this country, 
= made them often receive thoſe favours from him, 
# whichhe was wont to ſhew to all virtuous perſons. 
& As concerning my ſelf, Iremember that at the Kings 


firſt coming thither, my perſecutor gave me ſome 


£ reſpite, and the multitude of his affairs, or his dili- 
| =_ in waiting at the Court, freed me for ſome time 


rom his viſits , - which Theander made me ſuffer 
whether I would or-no, and wherewith he {till would 


mock me, which ſomtimes made me angry, andin 
} theend made me reſolve, to aflict my ſelf leſs then 


I was wont, and to take ( if I could poſſible without 
contributing to it )my part in his divertiſement; but 
the firſt moneth being paſt, the wicked old man fell 
again to his old courſes with more eagerneſs then 
before, and telling Theander what he was able to do 
for the advancement of his fortune, he made ſo good 
ule of that advantage , that I was more troubled 
vith him then ever, although I took his perſecutions 
00 more to heart, as I haddone formerly, yet could 

acyer conſtrain my ſelf to give him a good look, 
3 Theander would have had me to make ſport with 

im, and not underſtanding any jeſting in mattcr 
of thatnature, I made him know by all my aCtions 


that I could neyer be capable of any thought to his 
advantage, | 
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This aſſurance wherein he had a thouſand occaſions 


1 ſhould reccive his follies as matters of | to confirm himſelf, exaſperated him in extremity, 
| and believing that Cleoniraus was the chiefeſt obſtacle 
\ to his intentions, he reſolved to ſect his laſt Engines a 
| work, cithcr to ruine him, or to drive him awa 


trom me : He wavercd a long time, thinking what 
counſel he ſhould take, and if he ſpared Cleonimus 
his life, againſt which he might have madea ſecond 
attempt, *twas not ſo much any ſenſe of virtue, or 
conſideration of alliance that reſtrained him, as his 
tear of the Laws, from which he was not exempt, 
not doubting but that after what he had already done, 
he ſhould Le called to account if any miſchief ſhould 
befall Cleonimnus, This apprehenſion ſtopt his vio- 
lent reſulutions, and made him betake himſelf to o- 
ther inventions to baniſh him fromme. Heat firſt 
ſought out means to ſet diflention between my huſ- 
band and him, without engaging mein the buſineſs, 
but having vainly endeavourcd to make them fall out, 
his rage grew to ſuch an extremity, that heno longer 
confizcred me, but determined blindly to try all 
wales to advance his revenge, and his other perni- 
cious deſigns, 

He had already made ſo good uſe of his. power 
with Theander, that he had perſwaded him to be re- 
conciled to Aſtrzges, and though that diſloyal man 
lodged ſtill with his uncle, yet came he often to viſit 
his brother, but he never ſpoke word of Bagi/tanes, 
and carried himſelf toward me with a very great 
coldneſs, he itil] avoided meeting with Cleon:mms, 
and Cleonimus ſhunn'd nim, and bagiſtanes ſo CAare- 
fully, that he never met either of them at our houſe. 
Theſe two wicked wretches united together, labor- 
ed joyntly to deſtroy me, and when they thought 
they had recovered all the credit they were wont to - 
have with my husband, they forget nothing that 
could ruine us, and {trove to make T heander obſerve 
our familiaritics with ſuch an induſtry as might with 


out much difficulty have perplext any other hus- 


band ; but his friendſhip to Cleonrmus, and his good- 
neſs to me were ſo great, that for a long time he ei- 
ther laught at what they ſaid, or elſe received itas 
from ſuſpected perſons. Theſe traytors ſeeing them- 
ſelves deceived in their expectation, reſolved to pro- 
ſecute their crime yet further, to leave nothing unat- 
tempted to take revenge of a man, that hindred their 


deſigns though with loſs of my honour, and that of 


our houſe, - For this purpoſe having well contrived 
their treachery, and given inſtructions to the perſon 
they were to employ, and whom they had bribed a 
long time before, they made uſe of the plot I now 
will tell you, to deceive T heander, 

As hecame back one night from the Palace, where 
he had ſpent part of the day, and from whence he 
returned not till after the King was. in bed, he had 
an encounter hard by our door, which hath ſince coſt 
me ſo many tears ,. and which without doubt will 
make me pour them forth all the reit of my miſcrable 
life. When he was cloſe by his own houſe, he by 
the light of a Torch with one of his ſervants carried 
before him, ſaw one of my maids. come out, who 
was the very ſame my enemies by their preſents had 
corrupted. The wench came forth without a light, 
and ſeemed to go in great deal of fear, when the 
footman holding his to her face, help'd his matter 
to diſcover her. Theandcr wendring to ſee a maid 
come out of his houſe at midnight, and without a 
candle, called her by her name, but ſhe being thus 
known, fir{t by crying out, made ſhew to be mnch 
fur- 
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ſurpriſed, and then having made as if ſhe would 
have rufti away, O gods ! (ſaid ſhe) Iam undone, 
and at the ſame time, ſhe torc a Paper which ſhe 
had inher hand, and thrult the pieces of it haſtily in- 
to her mouth. This action which was but too heed- 
fully. obſerved by the abuſed Thearder, cauſed a 
chillneſs to run through all his body , and gave 
him apprehenſions which he had never felt be- 
fotc. 

He came cloſe to wench in in an extream trouble, 
and ſtopping. her by the arm, whither goeſt thou 
( ſaid he ) and whither wert thou carrying that pa- 
per which I ſaw thee tear juſt now ? The maid fain- 
ing a deadly fear, ſunk down at his feet, and em- 
bracing his knees, Ah; Sir (ſaidſhe) I beſeech you 
pardon me; and repeating thoſe words twice or 
thrice, ſhe appeared to be ſtrucken with ſo great an 
aſtoniſhment, that Theanders was redoubled by it. 
Speak ( ſaid he) and if thou wilt have me pardon, 
thee, confeſs thy fault ro me preſently. That ſubtil 
wench wiping her eyes, and ſeeming to tremble, Ah! 
Sir, (replyed ſhe ) my obedience is very guilty, 
but yet both my Lady, and I are more innocent in 
effect then in appearance, and if I tore this letter, it 
was my fear that made me imprudently commit that 
fault. But from whom, and to whom wert thou car- 
rying it demanded Thearder haſtily ? My Lady, 
(anſwered ſhe ) ſent it to Cleonimas. Theander 
quite confounded, or rather quite beſtde himſelf, 
eying the wench from head to foot, Did Alcione 
( ſaid he) ſend thee to Cleoninus at this time of the 
night, and in the dark asI meet thee ? Ah! Sir, (re- 
plyed that wicked wench) I wiſh to the gods that I 
were dead; ſince my imprudence is ſo hurtful to my 
Miſtreſs, and perchance cauſes ſuſpitions in you 
againſt her, which you oughtnot to conceive. The- 
ander who began already to ſwallow the poiſon that 
was prepared for him, would not talk longer with 
her in the ſtreet, but commanded her to be gone to 
her chamber and to be filent as ſhe loved herlife ; 
He neither threatned her, nor asked any thing more, 
fearing to make his ſervants acquainted with the 
cauſe of his trouble, and to learn news himſelf, which 
his onng jealouſie made him already to appre- 
hend, and coming up into my chamber, where I was 
already in bed, he bad me good night, but *twas in 
a way very different from his ordinary manner, and 
with a countenance ſo changed, that preſently I be- 
lievid he was not well, Having ask'd him haitily 
how he did, he told me he found himſclf a little in- 
diſpoſed, and being undreſſed, he came to bed in fo 
deep a ſadneſs, that if the cauſe of it had been known 
it would have moved pity cven in thoſe that had been 
moſt inſenſible ; the diſquiet I was in for fear of 
his health, having kept me awake a good part of 
"the night, made me know likewiſe how he reſted ; 
and made me hear the ſighs he drew from the bot- 
tomof his heart mſo great abundance, that I belie- 
ved his body had leſs part in that indiſpoſition then 
his mind, 

Iasked him often how he did, but he hardly an- 
ſwered me, letting me know I ſhuuld oblige him if 
- Hefthim at quiet.As ſoon as it was day he aroſe, and 
going out of my chamber, he came not home again 
till evening, I found him as fad as the night before, 
and preſſing him to tell me the cauſe, Madam (faid 
he) I pray you pardon my ill humour, it-will paſs 
- over if it pleaſe the gods, and I my, ſelf am ignorant 
of the cauſe, inthe mean time I need only a little 
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reſt, and I beſeech you to grant it me. Hayinoe; 
ſo, he expreſſed a deſire to lic in his own chan 
for ſome few nights, and when I had given orgy 
have it made ready, he bade me good night, yy 
left me ina greater confuſion thenl am ableto rey 
ſent, He was ſolittle accuſtomed to ſpeak tg 
in aſtyllike that of his lait-words, and to concealth 
cauſe of his afflictions from me, that by this wg, 
pected change, I was like to have guelled part ofmy 
misfortunes. | 

True it is, that I had ever ſeen him fo far from 
thoughts that then tormented him, that I had my 
ado to ſuſpect him of them ; and 1 knew my felſh 


innocent, that I did not believe he in my moſt fauly 


actions could find any reafonable pretence for hi j 
humour. Inthis confuſion of thoughts I paſſed th 
the night, and as ſoon as | was up, I went intoki 
chamber, wherelI found him walking wi h his am 
acroſs upon his breaſt, and lifting up his eyestohe, 


ven, with alltheactionsof a perſon mortally aig. 


ed, I could not forbear running to him with og 
arms. 


ſtrucken with a mortal grief. 


weary of iny company. 


without the aſſiſtance it received, 
with Cleonimus touching my misfortune, and olf 
friendſhip which our enemies maliciouſly cauſedtic 
unhappy Thearnder to obſerve, redoubled his jet- 
louſie very vehemently, and made it in tac end 
ſtrong that it was no longer in a condition to be fit 
in, 


I was one day in my bed, where my watching 


and my ſorrows had made me drow'zy, w hen I knov 
not with what intention he came into my chambeh 
where I had not ſeen him of many davyes, the deſire 
I had to obſerve his actions made me keep {ib 


the poſture I was in, and feign my ſelf aſleep. y 
| walk- 


Dear Theander ( ſaid I ) have Inotints.| 
rupted you ? yes, (anſwered he coldly ) and yu 
would oblige me if you will leave me alone, ſn 
ſolitude is the greate!} eaſe I can give my trout, 
Theſe words, and the accent wherewith he ſpoke 
them, froze me with a deadly zpprehenfion, 4! 
Theander ( cryedI) I fear you have leftloving me, 
Heanſwered me at firſt onely by a deep ſigh, ui 
after he had looked a while upon me without ſpeak. 
ing Madam, ( replyed he) I pray you leave ne 
And turning his back he went to lean upon a wi [8 
dotv that was toward the garden. I would not tru 
ble him farther, but retirins into my chamber, 
There it was that re. | « 
flecting upon Theanders words and actions, 1 ford 
occaſion enough to eſteem my ſelf unhappy, ail W 
could make no other conjecture, but that eitherl 
by my deportinents, had drawn my husbands hs 
tred upon me, or that ſome new aſteRion made hin 
I reſolved nevertheleſsup- 
on the worlt events that could happen, and to ben 
his ill humour, or his inconitancy, without murnu- 
ing, Cleonr:us was as much puzzled in it as, al i 
not being able to draw any knowledge from hin Þ# 
of his diſcontent, he onely comforted me, and ca 
firmed mein the reſolution I had taken, Manydiy 
paſſed on this manner, in which I received not an Þ 
mark of Theanders former affection, nor any oth Þ 
ill nſage from him, then what I found in his filenc, 
and in his coldneſs ; both of them encreaſed ever} 
day, and Theander being become inſenſible of tk Þ 
diſcourſe of Cleorimus, and of his other friends 
plunged kimſelf more and more into that penſiveſat 
neſs which quickly changed his countenance, andb* Bi 
came powerful enough to have ſent him to his gra i 
1 talked ofta 
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alked a great while up and down without ſpeaking 


or without COM! he | 
ame on the further fide of it, and having half opened 


he curtain, he believed I was afleep, and fate down, 
, pinning to : G 
he was able to repreſent. He continued long in 
at poſture, keeping his eyes fixt upon my face, 
'nd mine were not fo cloſe ſhut, Eur chat through 
he fingers of one of my hands which lay upon my 
heek. [ could eaſily obſerve him ; his looks Srew 
famed, and mild again by fits, but in their diffe- 
rent motions, they naturally expreſſcd the diffe- 
&rcnt gitations of his ſoul. And he contented him- 
Glfwith making them ſpeak for him, but at laſt his 
paſſhon was too {trong for his reſolution, ſo that by 
the violene of it, forgetting his determination to hold 
his peace: Ah! Alcoze ( ſaid he ſoftly ) is it poſ- 
@ ble thou ſhouldit be falſe tome ? I was ſo nearly 
E touch'd with theſe words, which he ſpoke loud e- 
E nough to be heard by me, that loſing the remem- 
© brance of my feigned ſleep, which might have given 
EZ mea fuller knowledge of my misfortune,. I ſaie up 
© ofa ſudden, as he roſe from the bed fide, and ftop- 
& ping him by the arm, with a kind of a diſtracted 
BE ation. 1? Theander (faidI) am I falſe to you ? 
17 Theander ſeeing himſelf held ſo, itrove to turnaway 
© his face from me, and putting his hand up «o his cies, 
i toreſtrain ſome tears which would have broken forth 
| with violence. Alcione ( replyed he) I do what 
| Icanto juſtifie youin my thoughts, but Alczone it 
K isimpoſſible. And without ſpeaking or hearkning 
| tomeany more, he pulled his arm away from me, 

Z and going out of my chamber, left me in the conditi- 
| onyoumay imagine. It would be both ſuperfluous 
EZ and tedious, Ladies, to repeat my lamentations af- 
& ter this aſſurance of my misfortune, I ſaid all thata 
= violent grief can make 0c ſay, and in the pangs it 
# put me in, I ſpared neither my hair nor my face. 
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Z accuſe thee of infidelity, and wilt thou ſurvive that 
& accuſation? ſhall that husband who 13 ſo dear to thee, 
& and in whom thou haſt bounded all thy thoughts, 
with ſo entire a reſignation, believe thou haſt be- 
= traidhim, and reproach thee with it himſelf, and 
= thou not endeavour even with the peril ofthy life, 
& tojuſtibe thy ſelf? Ah! no, Aticione, either die, 
= or blot ſo ſiniiter an opinion out of his mind, an1 
= ſuffernot that ingrateful man, whom thou haſt too 
dearly loved, to confirm himſelf in it by thy filence, 
& andby thy patience. In this thonght I leap'd out 
of the bed, and without conſulting any further, 
| ran into Th:anders chamber, whither they told 
me he went in when he came out of mine; As ſoon 
as ſaw him Icould not forbear crying out Theander 
E Mydear Thearder, is it poſhb'e you ſhould believe 
| me falſe? Theander anſwered me without being 
moved. I know not what you are, but I would 
give all my blou4 that you were innocent. Ah ! if 
lam not ſo ( replyed I) kill me, but if 1 be not 
faulty, reſtore me that affection which I have loſt, 
and without which I cannot live. The abuſed Thean- 
| %r, half ditracted with ill impreſſions, was, not at 
all touched with what 1 ſaid, but petting looſe from 
my hands, Madam ( ſaid he ) you take me without 
doubt for Cleonimus, Theſe words were like a 


thunder-clap to me, and he had no ſooner ſpoken 
them, but ( whether it were to get out of my fight, 
orthat he repented he had ſaid fo much.) he' went 
Out of the chamber and left me there alone, 1 


ng near the bed, butin the end he | 


look upon me, with motions which on- | 


E What (faid half out of my wits) hall thy husband | 
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was inſtantly overwhelmed with an infinite numr 
ber of ſorrowful thoughts, and I deplored my dif- 
aiter by adeluge of tears, and by words full of di- 


ſtraction, I called the gods who knew my inno- 
cence, to my juſtification, and refleting upon what- 


| ſoever I had done with Cl-onimus that was moſt cri- 


minal, Icou!d not forbear accuſing Theander of inju- * 
{tice and inhumanity. T hen it was that with a great 
deal of grief I ſaw my ſelf reduced to a neceſſity of ba- 
niſhing the innocent and generous Cleonimms, and I 
confeſs to you Ladies, that I could not diſpoſe my 
mind to it without much violence, I loved him fince 
i muſt own it, and finceT have loudly declared it, I 
loved him more then all the perſons of the world ex- 
cept my husband, but the continuation of my dif- 
courſe will juſtifie my affeftion, and make you ſee 
that it yielded ( as it was fit it ſhould) to another 
that was more legitimate ; Alas! ſcarce had I taken 
this reſolution, when I ſaw him come into my cham- 
ber ; That fight cauſed a beating at my heart, and 
fetch'd tears from mine eyes, knowing his friend- 
ſhip to me was ſuch, that he could not without trau- 
ble hear the news | had to tell him, The coadition 
he found me ingrieved him very much, and though 
of late dayes he began to be accuſtomed to it, he 
asked me what I ailed, and being ſet down by me, 
he from my fitence drew an omen that was ill enough 
I kept it ſtill a great while, and felt ſo much con- 
{traint in the action I was to do, that 1 knew not how 
I ſhould be able; to diſcharge it, In the end I took 
courage, and forcing my ſorrow, Cleonin ws ( faid 
1) hitherto my miſertes have but little touch'd me, 
but now they have changed their nature ; and 
| may ſay they are come to the laſt extremities. ſince 
they reduce me to the molt cruel of all neceſſities; 
It is time. (dear Cleonimm ) to put you in mind of 
our bargain, [ obſervedit regularly white our friend- 
ſhip gave ſuſpition only to A/#:ages and Bagiſtanes ; 
I have ſeen you with as much joy and ſatisfaction, as 
it was lawful for me to have, but now, ----- gueſs 
the reſt ( continued Il) O! Cleonimus, and ſpare 
me the pains of tclling you what you may eafily con- ' 
jecture. Cleorimmu who changed colour at thefe 
words, not ſuffering me to proceed. I underſtand 
you coulin ( ſaid he ) Theander himſelf is become 
jealous. He is ſo but too much ( replyed1) and 
tis from his own mouth I have received that declara- 
tion. *Tis ſufficient dear Couſin ( added Cleoninms 
lifting up his eyes to heaven) *tis' ſufficient, and [ 
know well enough whatI am obliged to, it is a mis- 
fortune which I already have both apprehended and 
begun to prepare my ſelf for of late, I will free my 
dear Theander of the occaſion of his diſcontents, and 
by my abſence will reſtore him a repoſe, which ſhall 
ever bedearer to me then my own To ſay the truth 
I began already to think my ſelf faulty toward hitn, 
and I innocently gave him offence, which cauſcd in 
mea real remorſe ; although my affection to you 
never bred any deſires in me to his prejudice, I feel 
nevertheleſs that it is too ſtrong for one that neither 
is, nor can be your hushand, and by a long conver- 
fation perchance it might become fo powerful, as to 
give him true cauſes to condemn it. I never declz- 
red ſo much to you before ; and though this confeili- 
on be innocent enough, 1 would not make it to you 
if I were not upon the point of repairing that fauit, 
by art cxile ſufficiently rigorous to a perſon that has 
thoughts like mine. I leave you my dear coufin, 
and if I cannot ſay I lcave you witkout grief, 1 will 
al 
e 


/ 


232 'CASS A 


at leaſt proteſt truly to you, that in my ſorrow the 
conſideration of the grief I reſtore you, will bring 
me an exceeding great conſolation. I ask nolon- 
ger time of you, tor my departure from 3abylon, 
then till to morrow, inthe morning I will go out of 
theſe walls, and will bid them farewell, pcrhaps e- 
ternally. In the mean time, O my dear Couſin, if 
without offending Theander, Imay beg ſome partin 
your memory, remember that though Cleonimus 
loved you with a moſt pure affection, he loved you 
yet more' then himſelf, and that neither length of 
time, nor diſtance of place, which ſhall ſeparate us, 
can never be able to cure him of his thoughts for 


ou, 

: Although Cleonimmus brought forth theſe words 
with a great deal of conltancy, I confeſs all mine 
vaniſhed, and I was ſeized with ſo violent a pricf 
that it made me forget part of my duty, and ſhed 
tears, which I vainly endeavoured to reſtrain, Af- 
I had wiped them away, Cleonimus (ſaid I) I will 
for ever remember you, and you alſo may remem- 
ber that Alcione loved you as much, and perhaps 
more then ſhe could without offending her husband, 
and that if the gods had not engaged her to a husband 
worthy of her affections, ſhe wonld prefer Cleon:- 
1114 before all the Monarchs of the earth, and would 
bound all her felicities onely in him. The trouble [ 
was in made me ſpeak theſe words, wherein there 
was ſomething more then was fitting, and which 
without doubt I ſhould have had much ado to get 
out, in another ſeaſon, but I was more carried away 
whenl1 gave him the laſt farewel, and did actions 
which could not be excuſed but by a like encounter, 
nor repaired but by thoſe which followed them, and 
which will without doubt make you pardon part of 
my faults. 

Cleonimws parted from me on this manner, and in 
that parting he appeared more lovely to me then he 
had done 1n all the other actions of his life; and in- 
deed to ſpeak truly of it, this laſt had ſomething in 
it extream obliging, and that perfect reſignation 
wherewith he forſook his country, and uſed perhaps 
ſome violence to his own inclination to contribute tv 
my repoſe, and to that of my dear husband, expreſ. 
ſeda moſt real generoſity, and a moſt powerfull con- 
ſideration of me. He was no ſooner gone but I 
went into my chamber, where joyning that grief to 
my former afflitions, I paſſed the reſt of the day in 
fo woful a condition, that the obdurate Theander 
himſelf, could not have ſeen it without being touch d 
with compaſſion. | 

Iſpent all that night in the ſaddeſt thoughts, which 
a misfortune like mine could poſſibly produce ; and 
Idonotdeny, but that the departure of the innocent 
Cleonimus made ſome part of my ſorrows, and that 
his laſt words, and his laſt actions came into my re- 
membrance with {trength enough to work moſt ſen- * 
ſibly upon me, but his conſideration vaniſhed before 
that of my reputation, and of my husbands con- 
tentment; and I was ſo nearly touch'd' with theſe | 
two laſt, that I took a firm reſolution to die, or to | 
recover the affeCtion I had loſt, either by my mis- | 
fortune, or by my imprudence. In this deſign as 
ſoon as it was day, and that I was dreſs'd, I went in- | 
to unfortunate Theanders chamber, where as I have | 
told you, he had lien for ſome nights before, but 
the entrance whereof was not forbidden me, for all | 


he was ſo much incenſed, As ſoon as I came in, I | 


| 


went cloſe to his bed, and having found him aſleep, | 
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I kneel'd down by the fide of it, where cont... 
him with inward motions, full of Srief, and Fo, 
on,I had not patience to ttayrill he was awake. 
I boldneſs enough towaken him, knowingwell tht 
the terms I then (tood withhim, my former like 
were not permitted me : I continued on this may 
till he awaked, but he no ſooner opened his « 
when ſecing me by him, he ghed vehemently ty, 
or thrice, and turned his head the other way.; 
gods! (ſaid he ) will you never let me ref? |, 
prepared for ſuch a welcome, and not being a4 
terrified by it from my deſign, No cruel man | 
ſweredlI) I will never let you reſt, till your 
ſtore me him, you have unjuſtly taken from j 
Turnnot away Theander, but if you have yet th 
leaſt remembrance of that aff. tion You once s. 
me, tell me by what fault I have deſerved you 
tred. He with whom you reproach me, and yy 
without doubt hath diſturbed the tranquility of jor 
» mind, ſhall give you no more diſquiets, no 
more ſuſpitions, and ſhe who in your opinionz 
moſt criminal, will either ceaſe to be ſo if you ple 
_ ceaſe to live, if you continue your late uſageh 
er. 


age from my reſentment then what yoh have al 
dy received; my grief may well fend me to my 


and you may live with ſecurity, but live withoutm 


friendſhip, which you have ſo ungratefully diſdain ; 


cd. 


will give thee for that infidelity wherewith thoure 
proacheſt her, if I have betray'd thee, it is juſt 
ſhould periſh, between my innocence and my crime 
I known no mean, nor will I make uſe of that good 
neſs which makes thce ſpare her whom thou halt tco 


dearly but not too perfectly loved. Thou darel 


not give me that death thou defire!t I ſhould have, 
but I can tell how to find it fince thou wiſheſt it ; yet 
know Theander, that thou art the moit cruel and 
moſt ingrateful of all men living, that by thy ingrs 


titude, and thy inhumanity, thou haſt made thy ſell 


unworthy of the moſt pure and moſt real affection 


that ever was, and thatby thy unjuſt WR ; 
ole! 


While I ſpake theſe words, I did all I could vx 
make him turn toward me, but that poor abu 
man, whoſe reaſon was half lo!t by the violence 
his jcalouſie, was not at all moved with them, wſſ 
pulling one of his hands away from me, which [tw 
taken ; Fear not, (ſaid he) fear not apy worſeu.Þ 


grave, but it ſhall never make me injure her I hav 
too dearly and too perfectly loved; whatfoceri 
fatal in my rcſolutions ſhall be turned againſt my 


Theſe words utterly baniſhed from my ſoul, tu | 
ſmall defire of life which yer remained in me, ad 
believing I ſhould paſs the reſt of it, onely into | 
ments that would make it a thouſand times work 
then death, I reſolved to end it inthe ſight of thatin 
grateful man, both to ſatisfie his reſentment and » | 
blot out of his mind, by the laſt of my actions, thok 

jealouſies ſo unjuſtly had conceived. In this delicn, 
without conſu:ting further, I aroſe from the plac 

where { was, and ſceing a knife upon the table, 
I went thither, and taking it in tny hand, while 
Theander having his face turned on the other fide, 
gave me ſufficient conveniency. I drew near th | 
bed again, and throwing open the Curtain withn | 
action that teſtified my deſpair, Ingrateful ma | 
( faid I.) hard-hearted, and pcahaps diſſoyal Th 
ander., turn thy eyes upon her, whom thou accuſel 
of falſhood, and thou ſhalt ſee the ſatisfaction ſhe 
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oth the betfricnd and the moſt loyal wife in 
nn world ; I dye to gain thy belief of this 
teſtation > Or Father I die to pleaſe thee, ' ſince 
"Githis the onely expiation thou cant demand for 


the crimes thou ſuf] pecteſt me of, 
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not hear theſe laſt words without being moved, the 
fear they put him in made him turn toward me, and 
fit up in his bed ; but though he ſaw me lift up my 
arm, and that with a great cry he leapt into the 
foorto ſave me; he cot not to me ſo ſoon, but that 
Fhad already ftab'd the kn'fe into my breaſt with all 
my ſtrength. . I fell down preſently all bloody, and 
he ſorrowfol Theander who had not been able to 
revent-my fall, caſt himſelt down by me, andjoyn- 
Fo his face to mine, he by his, cryes and actions of 
defpair, made me Know, as weak and —_ as | 
was, that my loſs gave him thoughts very different 
&-om his laſt expreſſions. After having ſpoken ſome 
words full of rage , he drew 'the knife ont of my 


- Although Theander was mort ob4lurate; he could | 


wound, and railing his voice that I might hear him, 
Deareſt Alcrone ( cryed he ) thou haſt been. but too 
fairkful-to thy barbarous ingratefull husband,, I 
efteem thee as inhocent, as thy murtherer is guilty, | 
, ind my laſt affliction is, that I can give thee nothing 
'B7 for thy life, but that of thy Executioner, As he 
| Z mdean end of theſe words he lifted up hisarm, and 
| $1 though his cryes. had already call'd ſome of his ſer- 
| 


Z xints into the Chamber , that encounter amazed. 
BE tiemſo, that they' had neither wit enough to'divert 
is reſolution; nor readineſs enough to hinder him 
from firikins the fatal knife, yet dyed and warm 
F with my blood up to the;,very haft in his own 
{# body. | Ss 
BE Here Alciones Narration-was interrupted by a 
& flood of tears which ran from her eyes at that fad re- 
© membrance, and which cauſed ſich a tenderneſs in 
Z thetwoPrinceſſes, that their compaſſion forced them 
= to keep her company in that mournful exerciſe. 
@ After they had a little ſetled themſelves, and that 
| Thaleſtrisby ſome words of ccnſolation had endea- 
© voured to abate Alciones ſorrows, ſhe at her en. 
| treaty wiped her eyes, and went on thus with her 
# diſcourſe, 
* My poor Thearder fell down by me, and his laſt 
| care was to teltifie to me by his embraces, that he 
| believed me-innocent, and worthy of his aftection. 
# Although I was exceedingly weakned, I had not loſt 
& my underliandins, but having enough to diſcern that 
& aCtion, I felt redoublings of my grief more crucl 
& than that death which I thought my ſelf very near. 
& tuſed all the ftrength I had to fit up, and looking 
= vpon my poor husband, whoſe bloud mingled it ſelf 
& with mine, and who by his laſt endearments ſtrove 
z foezprels his laſt thoughts to me,I opened my mouth 
Z though I was half dead, and forced out theſe words | 
# Vitha greatdealof pain, Thearder ( faid 1) Pear 
| Cruel Theander, was not my death painful enough, 
| without your making it a thouſand times more ſenſi- | 
| ble, by. being Suilty of yours ? My pale weak hus-. | 
| band, Tooking upon me with dying eyes, and en- 
s Ccavouring to preſs me betwcen his arms with the | 
litle ftrength he had remaining. Dear Alcione ( ſaid 
e)it wasnot juſt that the innocent ſhould die; and 
that the guilty {ſhould continue in the world, Ah, 
| (replyedTwith a tone like his )I am no longer inno- 
cnt, ſince I am guilty of your death. We ſhould 
ae endeavoured to ſay more, if Theanders ſer- 
wats and my women, who were all come about us, 
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and in whor this accident had imprinted thetrue ith." 
age of _ had not taken us up, and laid ts both* 
upon Theanders bed : We were all bath'd in bIdod, 
and while ſome of them were buſie in ſtanching it;* 
the reſt ran to fetch Chirurgions. They came with- 
ina while after, and my Father and Mother came 
almoſt as ſoon as they, Art this woful ſpeQacle they 
ſent forth cries, which redoubled the deſolatjon of 
the houſe, they wept over me ina terrible fright, 
and brought forth words full of diſtration and def- 
air. 5 | 
After I had letthe firſt brunt of their ſorrow paſs 
over, putting them back with afeeble hand, Leave' 
me ( faid I ſoftly ) 'tis Þ that have kjlPd Thearnter.' 
Theander turning at theſe words; 'Grieve on, Polc- 
20n( cryedhe) *tis I that am the murtherer of A1-* 
cone, At this the general bewailins redoubled;' 
and preſently after the Chyrurgions having enjoyn'd* 
us ſilence, dcfired to ſee our wounds. ' Think'onely* 
upon Thearders (aid I Jif you would have me re? 
cover, fave Alcione( Cryed Theander ) and let me 
die. 'Fhey may ſave both perchance( faid Polemon ) 
but for gods fake, and for the affeCtion you bearto 
one another, ſuffer them to endeavour it, We cort- 
ſented to my Fathers entreaties, and the Chirurgions 
having ſearch'd our wounds, could not make any 
certain judgment of the ſucceſs of: them; but as I 
have heard ſince they had much more hope '6f me 
than of 'my husband, who havins ſtruck the knife al-' 
moſt upon his naked fleſh, and with a greater force. 
thanl, had made a deeper wound, and ina more: 
dangerous place. When thay had dreſſed us both, 
they would have parted us, but Theander never 
would conſent to it, and I oppoſed it with'an obſti-- 
nacy as great as his. Iknow that I muſt die ( fiid 
Theander to them ) and though you flatter me, Ifect 
well enough in what condition Iam ; fuffer me there- 
fore to paſs the ſmall remnant of my life with 4t-* 
cione,' and envy not my lalt moments this laſt conſo- 
lation. 

Aﬀtet he had obtained this of them, he turn'd to= 
ward me, and though he was forbidden to ſpeak, he' 
ask'd me pardon for his late uſage of me, in terms 
able to have cleft the moſt ſavage hearts with pity.” 
Ah, Theander (faid I interrupting him ) you are 
too fatally repaired it ; but *tis the loſs of that blood* 
which was fo dear tome, and perchance of that life 
which was ever mine, that I cannot pardon you. I 
would it pleaſed the gods ( added Theanager ) that L 
had a thouſand others to loſe,and that by loſfing-themt' 
altogether I could ſecure thine ; 'tisI thatFear it from 
thee, 1 wholived onely by it, and whowiththeprice 
of my own, ought to have defended thee, againſt 
my unjuſt ſuſpicions. Theander ( anſwered I ) I 
know not what was the cauſe of them, butT beſcech 
you let me know it, that I may endeavour to juſtifie 
my ſelf, if you would have me todie fatisfied. . You, 
are but tvo much juſtified ( replyed Theander ) both 
by the firſt and by this lait proof of your vertue,' 
and your blood does' but too much ſpeak your'inno- 
cence, to him that moſt wrongfully ſuſpected it ; yet 
to juitifie my ſelf of part of my cruclties, and to 0- 


| bey your will I willtell what you defire 'to know of 


me. | 
At theſe: words, though he ſpake with pain, and 
though he was put in mind that he cid himſelf hurr” 

by talking Jong, he told me hisencounter that fatal 
night, when he ſaw one of my maids carrying a let- 
ter from: me to Cl-onimm jd then added other: 
N & marks 
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marks that Aftiages had given him of our intelli- 
ence, which fea that ET had made ſome 


impreſſionin his mind. Although I was exceedingly 
moved atthis diſcourſe, 1 hearken'd to it to the end,. | our misfortune, durit not preſent himſelf before 


and when he had leſt ſpeaking, You had reaſon to 
hate me ( ſaidI )) after ſo great appearances of my 
infidelity, but to let you ſee we have been betrayed, 
command the wench to be called hither, I had 
ſcarcely ſaid ſo when ſhe came in of her ſelf, As 
wicked as ſhe was, her wickedneſs went not fo far 
as to deſire our death, and though ſhe had ſerved 
Aftiages in his perfidious intentions, ſhe had not 
thought her treacheries would have produced ſuch 
bloody and ſuch fatal effects. |; 
W hatever it were, ſhe was then touched with fo 
reat a repentance, that in ſtead of flying, as ſhe ea- 
ily might have done,ſhe fell down upon her knees at 
the beds feet, melting into tears,tearing her hair,and 
doing all the actions of a deſperate perſon. Make me 
be put to death, Madam, ( cryed ſhe) andI ſhall be 
too gently puniſhed, if I ſuffer but one death in the 
ſharpeſt torments that ever were invented ; I have 
baſely betray'd you, Madam, the promiſes and 
threats of Aſtiages and Bagiſtanes, ſeduced me to 
the prejudice of my duty. Aſtiages inſtructed me 
in this laſt adventure, which hath cauſed all your mis- 
' fortunes. I did nothing in all that ation, but what 
he direed me word for word, and while I ſpake un- 


to his brother, he ſtood conceal'd within the Porch, 


to keep him from hurting me, . as I ought to have 
fearcd he would in his anger. The wench ſaid ma- 


ny other things, to which I lent no attention, and 


while ſhe called to be put to death, and that 
by all her actions ſhe expreſſed a hearty repentance, 
I turned toward Theander, who lifting up his eyes 
to heaven teſtified his aſtoniſhment by his ſilence : 
ell now, Theander ( ſaid I ) have youany thing 
more to deſirefor my juſtification ? I would have de. 
fired ( anſwered he ) that inſtead of turning the 
knife againſt your ſelf, you ſhould have ſtabb'd it 
into the heart of this credulous tngrateful man, 'tis 
the onely fault you have committed, and the onely 
one which I ought never to pardon you. He made 
a ſtop at theſe words, and of a ſudden lifting up his 
hands, O gods / ( | omg he) fince you ſuffer me 
to die without puniſhing 4ftzages for his perfidiouſ- 
neſs, Will not you take that care for me, and will 
you not revenge upon him and Bagiſtanes, this 
blood which they have ſo —_— and ſo inhu- 
manely ſhed ? Then after he had held his peace a 
while ; Ang Cleonimus ( ſaid he ) the innocent 
Cleonimus, what is become of him? He is gone 
(anſwered 1) after he once knew that you ſuſpected 
him, and to free you for ever from that occaſion, I 
have given himan cternal farewel, What ( reply- 
ed Theander) ſhall I' die then without ſeeing Cleon:- 
74s, and ſhall I die juſtly hated of Cleonimus ? 
This thought touch'd him ſo deeply, that it fetch'd 
tears from his eyes in great abundance, and he 
would yet have continued to diſcourſe longer, but 
my Father and Mother, and many of his neareſt 
friends and mine, who were already come into our 
Chamber, did fo intreat him and me alſo, that. to 
fatisfie them we gave our ſelves to reſt, and to that 
ſilence they deſired of us, for the remainder of the 


Y. 

My mother kept {till cloſe by us, to make us ob- 
ſerve it, and the mutual aſſurance we had of each 0- 
 thersaffetion and innocence having baniſhed part of 
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ſhould be puniſhed, I prayed them to pardon he, 


> OE 

Wed 
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our deſpair, perſwaded us the more calily to th 
compliance. Aſftiages was gone from Babyloy ay 
or two before, and Sagiſtanes though he heard 


The maid that had been the cauſe of all our ſorrow, 
was turned away, and though many judgedit fi, 


and to content themſelves with putting her from 
without other puniſhment than the remorſe of agui. 
ty conſcience. | 
Our ſilence and repoſe that day was interry 
onely by the diſquiets we had reciprocally foro 
another, and by our often enquiries how each oth 
did. They watched by us all night with a greatdg 
of care, but before it was day, Theander had ly 
the better part of his ſtrength. When it was tip 
todreſs our wounds, he would needs have the Ck; 
rurgions begin with me, and after they had look 
upon mine, they liked it ſo well, that they coi 
not forbear ſaying to him, Chear up, Sir, Alcin 
ſhall not die, She will not die ( ſaid I interrupt 
them) if you aſſure her of Theanders life,but if that 
in danger, you can be but uncertain of mine, Yuſ 
ſhall not die, my dear Alcione ( ſaid Theanader ig 
a joy which appeared in his face, as pale and dyiyſ# 
as it was ) no, you ſhall not dic, and the gods wer 
too unjuſt, to make you ſuffer the puniſhment ofm | 
crime, | 
In the mean time they viſited his wound, buta | 
the ſight of it, the by-ſtanders obſerved ſuch an alt 
ration in the Chirurgions countenances, that they 
drew a very ill preſage from thence, Polemon my 
mother, and others of our kindred who ftirred no 
from us, could not diſſemble their trouble, though 
not to cauſe a fear in us, they did all they could poſ. 
libly to keep it from breaking forth, and Theandr 


who perceived ſomething of it, and who felt hoy 


he was himſelf, appeared the leaſt moved, and pre Þ 
pared himſelf couragiouſly for death; his wound ws 
newly dreſſed,. when ( having his underſtanding ye 
verie perfecilie ) he ſaw among thoſe that were n | 
the Chamber, a man that belonged to Cleoninw; [ 
he preſentlie called him, and embracing him kindle 
for his maſters ſake, W hat (ſaid he ) ſhall Inotſe 


Cleonimus then before Idie ? The man not beings | 


ble to withhold tears at that doleful ſight; Sir, (fad 

he ) Cleonimw is gone ont of this Countrie, but i 

his departure he left me a Letter for you, whichma 
erchance tell you news of him. Thearder putting 


orth his hand received the Letter ; and becauſe x | 
was in no condition to read it, Polemon, who was by 
his bed-ſide, caſed him of that pains, and having « | 
pened it at his entreaty,read words much to this put 


pole. 


Cleonimus to Theander. 


Would it had pleaſed the gods, 0 
my dear Theander, that I had follow-Þ 


1 


<ed the firſt thoughts I had to abſent my 


* {elf from you, while T was yet innocelt 


| ©in your opinion ;I ſhould then bave onely 


* tele my own misfortune in my departure, 
*and I ſhould have gone from, you with 


' *this conſolation,” that I had. {till left that 
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crepoſe in your mind, and in your Fami- 
«y,. which I now unhappily have diitur- 
bed. I know not which way [ may per- 
«fvade you of my Mnocence, and it by 
tyour own inclinations, you make nc 
«me judgment of mine, I ſhall vainly 
«fek to juſtifie my ſelf by oaths and pro- 
« teſtations. It 1s true nevertheleſs, that 
{] have loved my dear coulta, as much as 
«myſelf, and perchance I ſhould ſay lome- 
thing more if I ſaid I Joved her as much 
eas you 3 bat, O Theanaer ! T never 
emade that affection a ſecret. to you, and 
«0 what dezrce ſoever it reached, 7 ne- 
eyer diſpuiſed its nature, nor 1ts greatneſs 
fromyou, and both your ſelf and honour 
vE which Tconſtdered alone as much as 7 
«did you) were too dear to me to ſaticr 
«my foul to give way to any thoughts that 
| <could offend either. Yet T neither com- 

plain of your ſuſpitions, nor 0 my ba- 
<nifiment, and T7 confeſs, that though my 
E <jntentions were innocent, my actions 
E <were imprudent. 7 will endure the pu- 

F *niſhment of them without murmuring, 
KE *Omy dear Theander, provided you cealc 
©to hate me, and that you do me the 
© favour to believe, Tneither 1n the courſe 
8 *of your friend{hip to me, have betray- 
E *cd you, nor in the loſs of it have dimi- 
<niſhed any thing of my delire to be alwayes 
faithfully yours, 


If Theanderys danger had not put all other 
thoughts out of my mind, I ſhould have been very 

# ſenſible at thercading of this Letter ; but Theander 
was ſo deeply touched with it, that after having 
 figh'd and ſob'd many times, he took the Letter,and 
kifſing it with an ardor that cannot be expreſſed ; C& 

| Cleoninns ( ſaid he) if I were not dyins for the 
exptation of my crime, what pardon could I ever 
hope for ? I am unworthy of thy friendſhip, and I 
have made my ſelf unworthy of thy remembrance ; 
but fince the gods permit me not otherwiſe to repair 
the offence I have done thee,reccive this blood;and re- 
ceive this life which I bequeath to thy juſtreſentments. 
He brought forth theſe words with ſuch a tenderneſs 
as made the whole company weep, and a while 
alter, ſtraining himſelf to turn toward me, Dear 
Alcione (ſaid he ) I feel my laſt hour drawing on, 
and for all the reſolution 1- hitherto have ſhewn, 1 
mult confeſs that the knowledge of thy real affetion 
makes me lament our ſeparation, © the ſame know- 
ledge likewiſe makes me hope that thou wilt re- 
member my lat requeſts, that after my death thou 
wilt preſerve a care to obligeme ; The firſt thing 1 
Cefire of thee, is, "That thou! woula't live for 
my fake, and that thou wouldit never attempt 
any thing againſt a life, which by thy own confeſſi- 
015 wholly mine, and whereof reſign the diſpoſing 
onely to the gods; Thelaſt is, That if the gods re- 
ſtore thee Cleoninzus, thou would'tt give him allthe 
aleQion thou beareſt Theander, and receive him by 
the ſame waics that brought me to a place heis more 
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Tieander Would have 
| gone on, andI was preparing my ſelf to anſwer him 
| in terms which would have let him know how little 
; diſpoſition I had to obey him, when: he fell into a 
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| worthy to poſleſs than I. 


| fainting, which made thoſe that were preſent 
lieve*that his ſoul was going to forſake his bo 
keep you too long, Ladics, in this tedio 
Narration, I muſt therefore ſhorten it, aiſd to bring 
ittoan endin a few words, will onely tell you that 
theſe were the laſt words my poor T header ſpake 
with any ſenſe, and that coming out of his ſwound, ke 
loſt his underitanding, and that(fince it ſo pleaſedthe 
Soas) the end of that day was the end of my dear 
husbands life. Alas! my dear Theander, ( contin- 
ued the deſolate Alcione buriting forth into tears) 
my molt loved and my moſt lovely husband, thou 
breathedit out thy ſoul in mine arms, and ſhe that 
killed thee, remained alive after thee, neither was 
that fatal deplorable ſpectacle,nor the remembrance. 
of what I had —_ to thy death, nor the loſs 
of my bloud, raj of my hopes, able to draw 
my ſoul along with\fthine, thou remained{t cold and 
pale by my ſ1de,Afnd that mortal ice which froze thy 
whole body ſtiff, could not drive out of mine that 
little warmth which was leſt init. Twas in vain I 
called thee to comfort me, and that fixing my 
mouth upon thy dead lips, I endeavoured to keep 
thy ſpirits in them,or to breath out mine ownthrough 
thine ; thou wert deaf to my cries, and inſenſible of 
my kiſſes ; and the gods as well as thou, were plea- 
ſed I ſhould ſtill continue in the world, to make thee 
a living tomb inthis heart of mine, where thou haſt 
cioſcn an cternal abode. In this place it is, O preat 
and illuſtrious Princefies ! that I muſt beg of 
you if you pleaſe, to give a free courſe unto my 
tears, and that you would permit me to folemnize 
a remembrance, which years cannot hinder from 
being alwaies preſent to my mind. 'Tis onelie 
by them, and by the marks which grief hath left 


in my face, that I will endeavour to make you com- 
prehend what an one it was, at that time when it 
was ſo much freſher, nor will I repent what it made 
me ſay, ſince that recital would be tedious to you, 
and put me to a pain wherein your goodneſs with- 
out doubt would make you ſuffer with me. I did 
all the actions of a deſpairing perſon, and when. 
coming to my ſelf again out of a ſwound of many 
hours, mifled the body of my dear Theander,l gave 
my ſelf over to a paſſion, that came little ſhort of 
rage, which made my friends believe a good while 
that I had loſt my reaſon. I tryed a thouſand times 
totear off what they had put upon my wound, but 
my Father and Mother held my hands, and difſem- 
bling their own griefto hinder the effe&ts of mine; 
they proteſted to me that my deſpair would ſend 
them to their graves, and when I told them I was 
my husbands murthereſs, they affured me | ſhould 
alſo be theirs if I perſiſted in my obſtinate ſorrow, 
and that by it I ſhould not only cauſe my own 
death, but alſo that of my neareſt friends ; Al- 
though I was but little in capacity to reliſh their per- 
ſwaſtons, theſe laſt wrought ſomething upon me, 
and tis not to excuſe my faint-heartedneſs, that 1 fay 
their conſideration alone; kept we from. doing 
all that I could, and all that I ought, to die ; in 
ſhort, whether it were by that reaſon, or by my 
cowardizel liv'd, and gave way that my cure ſhould 


be endeavoured. They paycd Theander funcrall 
theo 


Rites, in the performance whereof a £00 part of the 
; Nn2 - Court 
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Court aſſiſted, and Prince Oreondates honored them 
with his preſence. That poor man, who truly had 
very lovely qualities in him, was generally lament- 
ed of thoſe that knew him, and the news of this wo- 
ful adventure being quickly ſpread abroad, moved 
ity in all vertuous perſons ; The rumour of the 
re Bagiſtanes had in it was a little ſmothered in 
Babylor: by his authority, but Aſtiages whoſe wick- 
edneſs was loudly publiſhed, becauſe fo defamed, 
that he had not the confidence to come back again 
thither, and hath never appear'd there fince, at leaft 
that we could hear. In the mean time, ſince I muſt 
avow it to my concluſion, I was cured by the trou- 
bleſome care of Po/emon.and as ſoon as I was fit to go 
abroad, I left that unfortunate houſe, where 1no 
more could ſee what I had loved ſo well, and with- 
out grief, forſaking all the pretenſions I might have 
had upon my husvbands eſtate, I retired to my fa- 
thers. 

It was about the time that the King departed from 
Babylon to march ag inſt Alexander, with whom a 
few dayes after he fought that bloody battel of Ar- 
bella, where he loſt the remnant of his Forces, and 
his Empire with them; within a very ſhort time we 
had the Conquerour at our gates, and Aſazems hav- 
ing ſubmitted the Country to his obedience, coward- 
ly 3agr/tanes,who might either have made along re- 
fittance in the Cittadel, or have buried htmſelf in 
the honourable ruines of it, followed a ſhameful ex- 
ample, and contrary to the counſel of Polewon, and 
of many other loyal perſons, in whoſe hearts fideli- 
ty was not Quite extinguiſhed, he ſet open the gates, 
delivered up the Cittadel with fifty thouſand talents, 
and under-went the yoke of the Macedonians. As 
ſoon as Alexander was in the Town, Bag:/tanes 
who bore a mortal hatred to my Father by reaſon of 
the hinderances he thought he had received from 
him, in the fooliſh paſſion he had for me, accuſed 
him to Alexander of having gone about to fiir up the 

ople, andto makea faction againſt him, and by 
is practices he wrought ſo far with the King, that 

| Polemon was declared criminal, his eſtate given to 
Bagiftanes and his other accuſers, and he was com- 
manded to be gone from Babylovx. He bore this blow 
of Fortune with a great deal of moderation, but 
preſently after he received another affault from her, 
which utterly dejected him, and that was, the certain 
news that the two brothers I had in Dari#« his Army 
were kilF'd in the late battel, with ſo many thouſand 
gallant men, who would not ſurvive the ruine of 
their King. My poor Father was like to havedyed 
with this laſt affliction, and abſolutely loſt all thought 
of taking any more pleaſure in the lives of perſons 
of his quality, whereupon he reſolved to abandon it 
for ever; and gathering together the doleful Relicks 
of his Family, he forſook Babylon, and retired to 
this houſe which had been left him, becauſe it be- 
longed to my Mother, whoſe goods were not con- 
fiſcate, our enemies not having been able to find any 
Pretence to accuſe her. Baziftanes alſo obtained 
Theander's fortune for himſelf, or for Aſtiages if he 
ſhould return, but within a while after, being depri- 
ved of his command by Alexander, who put Azathas 
in his place, and — an order from the King to 
make his appearance before him, he dycd of grief 
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and age, and left a report amongſt all that 

him, which will make his memory be deteſted fo 
ever. Forourown parts we were to ſooner inth; 
retirement, but we put off our habit with our ambj 
tion, and framing our ſelves toa manner of life ye, 
different ſrom our former, we began to taſte ſome 
ſweetneſs and de ight, whereof our minds wereny 
capable beſore the ruine of our family. My Mothy 
hath yet as muchas is neceſlary for us to live quiz. 
ly, and conformably to the condition in which w 
have ranked our ſelves; and we daily find reaſony 
confeſs, that we enjoy a conſolation in this ſolity; 


neſs, which we could never have hoped for in a. 


ther eſtate. Not that my ſorrows are lull'd aſleepy 
the ſpace of four years, which are run out ſinceys 
retired hither, the image of my dear Theandeyi 


ever preſent tomy memory, and whether I walkyy I 
on the banks of the river, or viſit the remote places 
of our wood, or bound my ſteps within the allies 


our Garden, that lovely Idea comes neceffantly ing Þ 


my memory, and affords me an entertainmen, 
from which I neither can nor ever will ſeparate my 
ſelf. 


ſome kind of ſhame, that with theſe lawful though, 
the remembrance of Cleonimms mixeth its ſelf for 


ſome moments,and that ſome ſpirit envious of th; Þ 

ſhadow of repoſe,brings all that was molt lovely n | 

him, and the laſt words of Theauder nowand tha | 

Lalſo call tro mind his innocen 

friendſhip, whathgets and what he ſuffered formy 
a 


into my memory. 


ſake, and that.exXact obedience which made himgh: 
ſent himſelf from me for ever ; all theſe reflections 


trouble me ſometimes very much, butI baniſhthen Þ 
by the fatal remembrance of thoſe ſad effects of ou © 


friendſhip, and by a belief that I ought no longerty 
ſuffer him in my memory, who for all his innocence 
was yet the ſubject of that treachery, whereby 
thoſe wicked wretches deprived me of my husbant, 
and moreover having paſſed ſo many years without 
ſeing him again, or hearing any news of him, Im 
uncertain whether I can have an affection for himol 
any other nature than that I owe unto Theander, 0& 
any other thoughts than thoſe we have for perſons 
that are no longer in the world. Behold, great Pri 
ceſſes,the preſent eſtate of my ſoul, and that of my 


fortune, which how deplorable ſoever it be, is yet 


glorious, fince it hath wrought compaſſion in you, 
and given-me an occaſion to obey the command you 
were pleaſed to lay upon meto recount it. 

The fair and ſorrowful Alc:oze ended her ſtory on 
this manner, and the two Princeſſes, who had [ent 
her a marvellous attention, began to comfort her witi 
expreſſions of a real eſteem, and of a real affection: 
ſhe found ſome conſolation in their kindneſſes, and 
intheir diſcourſe z and Berenice having told her that 
the next day ſhe would give her ſome news of Afis 
ges, and let her know his laſt wickeanelles in the re 
lation of her life, at which ſhe meant to have het 
preſent, Alcione ſeeing it was very late, bade them 
good-night, and retiring into her Chamber , left 
them in theirs, where they went to bed together, 45 
they haddone before, 


Yet will I confeſs, Ladies, and doubtleſs wit | 
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our latter ages hath given me of a liks converſation  an4 by the right T challenge in this 

ſecond life you owe to me, T take the liberty to entertain you familiarly. Tou are now 
leſs baſpful than you were, when Calilta's commands made you hazard your firſt coming a- 
broad, and the civility you have found amongſt the French, makes you hope for the ſame re- 
| ception in this third you received from them in your two former viſits. It is true, (if T may 
| ſay ſo without intereſſing your modeſty) they have found ſomething lovely in you, and they 
| have favourably judg'd, that conſidering you were bred wp in your wh years, a great way 


: kT: to you, my dear Caſſandra, after the ex mple which one of the ſublimeſt wits of 
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| from their Court, you have learn'd to ſpeak their language paſſably, und torecount your aduen- | 
tures tollerably well.Yes, my dear Caſlandra, there are many amongſt\them that expe you, and 
Caliſta her ſelf whoſe will is to ws a Law, hath a deſipe to fee yew again, and calls upon me 
| for your return by all the power ſhe hath over me. *Let us obey her, my fair Princeſs, and 
” preſent your ſelf before her, ſince ſhe has abſolutely commanded it 5 ſhe will receive you with 
| that generous goodneſs, which together with her other divine qualities wins her the adoration 
& of the whole' world, and gains me as many Rivals, as there are perſons, whoſe thoughts are ca- 
 pable of a noble elevation. She will behold you with thoſe eyes which enflame all, except your 
ſelf 5 and you ſhall have this advantage above s,to look upon them,if not without dazling and 
envy,at leaſt without fear of being wounded incurably as we are. Appear before her than with con- 
fdence 3 but that you nity do ſo, forget none of your ornaments; and ſmce the ambition of 
| pleaſing Caliſta may excuſe all, ſeek, that in Art which Nature may have refuſed you. Strive 
E to ſmeeten to her whatſoever may be more fierce and rough in this third wiſit, let her ſee you 
| arenct the leſs ſociable for being the more warlike an4 tell her you will not tye your ſelf ſo 
| Tigoronſly to the blows which are given,an4 to the blood which is ſhed for your intereſts; but 
| that you will endeavour to entertain her with ſome more paſſionate and more delightful adven- 
tures. Take care alſo, if you pleaſe,to excuſe me to her; and if ſhe think it ſtrange, that hav- 
ing kept my ſelf hitherto enough within probability, Ttake a little liberty in the deſcription of 
of ſome particular ations, and that inſtead of following the manner of writing uſed by Plu- 
arch, Quintus Curtius, Juſtin, ad other Authours, from whon: Thave drawn the founda- 
trons of your Hiſtory, Tmake my Heroes march unto the fieht, in a way jomething nearer to 
that of Homer, Virgil, Taflo, and other Writers of that nature, who have beantified the 
trath with ſome ornaments,rather wore pleaſing,than confined to a firift and regular likelihood 3 
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fay for my defence, that having for your quarrel aſſembled fo many great men, famous in Ant 
quity, and renowned amongſt all the 4uthours that have written the Hiſtory of their age, I, in 
favour of them, have exempted my ſelf from that ſeverity, and believ'd that in taking a tj 
werſron by that kind of recital, 1 might repreſent ſome particulars of that valiant Dame, yj, 
hath made them known to the whole earth. Moreover, our Narration 7s much more fixt TR 
the eſpecial aFions of our Heraes, than upon thoſe of whole Nations; and we much rather ſee 
the reputation of Oroondates and Arſaces, than that of the Medes, Perliia ns, and Macedonian 
in general, but yet without making them remarkable by impoſſible aFions, or extravagant inyy. 
tions. Tou will find many other occaſions to ſpeak in my Juſtification, but Tleave the cay 
itto you mydear Caſſandra, and Tleave you your ſelf in Caliſta's arms, ſince other emply- 
ments oblige me to part from you. 1 cannot give you amore glorious nor amore ſafe retreat 
while T go to fee that upon the ground,which for you Thave repreſented upon paper 5 but in th; 
ſanFuary to which T recommend you, fair Princeſs, repay me part of what T have done fy 
you; and ſince that in going from you,T abſent my ſelf alſo from Caliſta, exdeavonr to preſery Þ 
me in her memory, as I have reſtored you into that of men, amongſt whom two thouſand year 
had already made you to be forgotten. In requital,T promiſe you,my dear Caſlandra, that neith- 
the difference of exerciſes, nor toil, nor danger, ſhall hinder me from thinking of you ; an, Þþ 
' thatif it pleaſe the heavens T eſcape both, Twill notc ome back to Calilta again, withont brin. þ 

ing her ſome marks of my remembrance of you. T by the preſence of obje&s ſhall form th 
Idea which is neceſſary to me ſor the concluſion. of your Hiſtory, and will draw the ſje 
Babylon by the ſiege of Graveline. This ſlip of my pen is perchance againſt modeſty, bitit 
7s to be pardoned in my Nation, and in the deſire Thave by declaring my trade, to jind exni 
for many faults, which perhaps would not be pardonable in a Dofor, nor in a man of aucthn 
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| CASSANDRA. 


The Third Part. 


| HE Princeſs Berenice, and the fair Queen 
of the Amazones having given a part of the 
night to the relation of the ſorrowful Alcs- 
one, paſſed the laſt hours thereof, and the 


| rf of the day following, in a reaſonable quier 


| ſleep. Berenice whoſe thoughts though more ten- 
| der, and whoſe cares though leſs violent, than thoſe 
| of Thaleſtris, had yet a freſher cauſe, awaken d 
* fri, and opening the curtain of her bed, ſhe faw 
E Alcione in the chamber, who with HZippolita waited 
| till the Princeſſes were awake, that ſhe might give 
| them the good morrow ; The countenance, and hu- 
E mourof that woman, having begot a great deal of 
* good will in her, moved heralſo to ſome deſire of in- 
| tereſſing her in her fortune,and of putting her into the 
| place of thoſe perſons whom the had loſt, and to 
* whom alone ſhe had formerly truſted her molt ſe- 
| crct, and moſt infportant thoughts ; As ſoon as ſhe 
E fawher,ſhe called her to the bed-fide,and began to te- 
| ſiife her affection to her, by words full of ſweet- 
} neſſe. and by kindneſſes which carried a charm along 
| withthem, againlt which it was impoſſible for even 
| the moſt ſavage hearts to defend themſelves. Tha- 
E kfirs waken'd while they were talking, and Bere- 
| nicefinding ſhe could be content to ſleep a little lon- 
} ger, would not diſturb her, but getting her ſelf rea- 
| dyby the help of A/cione and H:ippolita, ſhe went 


? out of the chamber with them. 


Her firſt care was 


to call for Araxes, to enquire after the health of the 
\ Prince her Brother, and having heard by him, that 
{ hehad paſſed the night indifferent well,, and that he 
{ Wasnot yet awake, ſhe would not interrupt his reſt, 


but going down the ſtairs with thoſe two women, ſhe 


ſet them lead her into the wood, and from thence to- 


the river fide to take her morning walk. There 
ſhe acked Hppolira divers queſtions, concerning 


ber Miltreſſes adventures,and learn'd whatſoever the 
| Queen had forgotten in her relation, There like- 


wiſe ſhe confirm'd the firſt aſſurances of her friend- 
ſhipro Alcione, and gained her a\ſolutely, both by 


| the advantage of her offers, and by the inevitable 


1 


by 


allurements which were naturally in theleaſt of her 
actions. | | 
They were in this entertainment, when they ſaw 
a litter come out of the wood, convoyed by certain 
men on horſcback, which keeping the great high- 
way toward the City, were of neceſſity to paſs cloſe 
by them. Berenice's preſent condition making het 
apprehend all manner of encounters,ſhe was already 
turning her back, when the other two, who had 
more curioſity, reaſſured her ; and alledging- that 
thoſe perſons went in an equipage which ſhewed 
noevil intention, they perſwaded her to ſtay till the 
were gone by, having onely put down a vail, whic 
without hindering her from the ſight of any object, 
ſerv'd to defend her face a little from the eyes of 
thoſe paſſengers ; ſhe nevertheleſs retired under cer- 
tain trees, fifteen or twenty paces from the road ; 
but, by reafon the litter went very foſtly, and that 
it was open on their fide, that diſtance hindered her 
not from obſerving the perſon that was init. *Twas 
a man of ſo good preſence, that the like was hardly 
to be found, and though his ſickneſs, or his wounds 
had diminiſhed part of his freſher looks, and cau- 
ſed ſome alteration in his face, Berenice had the + 
mage of it too prefent in her memory to be miſtaken, 
She was fo extreamly ſurpriſed at that ſight, that her 
colour going and coming twice or thrice in a mo- 
ment, ſhe ſunk down upon Alcione, and remained 
almoſt without knowledge in her arms. She, and 
Hippolita ſeeing her faint, turned up the vail which 
covered her face, and there reading the marks of a 
powerful change, they asked her the cauſe of it. 
Berenice was ſo troubled, that ſhe was ſometime in 
recovering her ſelf,and when ſhe was alittle ſettled, 
before ſhe anſwered them, ſhe cait her eye upon the 
way the litter had taken, and ſecing it was not yet 
far off, and that it went flowly enough to give her 
hopes of overtaking it, ſhe turned toward them '; 
I muſt (faid ſhe)I muſt neceflarily ſee the man again, 
who is in yonder litter, if you pleaſe to comealong, 
with me Alc:ione, you H:ppolica may return unto 
your 
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your Miſtreſs, I pray you tell the Prince my bro- 
ther that this encounter draws me from him a few 
moments,and that I defire him not to be troubled at 
my depar for I wif quickly-Fetyfn to him LA 
ſo good gew8,3as ſhall ghake himigxcuſt it, * .* | 
With tÞkſe wordsſhe .walked. after the horſes, 
leaning upon Alcione, who eſteemed her ſelf moſt 
happy to ſerve, and accompany her. FHippolita 
would have gone with them, but Berenice refuſed it 
in ſuch manner, that ſhe believing her ſelf ſuſpected 
to her in that deſign, preſſed it no further, but to 
obey her, returned untothe houſe, *'Oroondaresand 
Thaleftris were awake when: the came in, but ſhe 
went to wait upon her Mittreſs before ſhe pcrform'd 
her commiſſion to the Prince, The Queen was in a 
great wonder at the recital of Berenice's departure, 
who being already very dcar to her, ſhe was cxceed- 
ingly concerned in what might befall her by that en- 
counter. She was no ſooner ready but ſhe carried 
the news of it her ſelf to Prince Oroozdates, and 
making Hippolita tell theparticulars of that adyenture 
again in his preſence, put him into a ſtrange aſtom(ſh- 
ment, and into as ſtrange a perplexity ; This pre- 
cipitate departure of a fiiter whom he loved molt 
tenderly, at a time when he was unable to follow 
her, and give her any aſſiltance, afflicted him very 
ſenſibly, but he drew ſome conſolation from her 
wordsto Hippolita, and hoped for ſomething at her 
return, which might make him bear her abſence the 
more patiently. When he had muſed a while upon 
the'novelty of that encounter, and having vainly {tu 
died to tind out the truth of it, he by the alterations 
of his countenance, and by a ſilence full of confuſion 
had expreſſed the diverſity of his thoughts ; at laſt 
by lifting up his eyes toward the Queen, I give over 
the cate ( ard be) to the immortal gods, of what- 
foever from henceforth ſhall concern me; and in the 
condition to which my own affairs are reduced, I 
ſhould be too blame, if I remitted the conduct of 
Berepice'sto any other providence but theirs; They 
wrought a miracle in her favour when they ſent me 
to reſcue her, and neither their power nor their 
goodneſs, I truſt, will be ſhortned to her. T'l go 
haſten after her ( replyed rhe Amazone Queen ) and 
will never give over that purſuit, till I have uſed 
my endeavours to give her that aſſiſtance, which your 
preſent eſtate forbids her to hope for from you. At 
theſe words ſhe called for two horſes and arms, and 
though Oroondares out of civility would have ſpa- 
red her the trouble, it was not poſſible for him to 
difſwade her from that reſolution, ſo putting on her 
arms in his preſence, as ſoon as her horſes were rea- 
dy, ſhetook leave of him, and bade H:ppolitu guide 
her after Berenice. þ 
Oroondates being left alone in his chamber, made 
a long reflection upon the paſt events of his life, 
and upon the eſtate of his preſent condition ; and 
making aſtop upon his latter dayes, he had ſcarce 
thought upon his Princeſs being alive, but he 
called to mind her infidelity, That hard curb, 
which the rigour of his deſtinies had given unto his 
joy, kept it with an cxceſſive cruelty. and that un- 
worthy remembrance brought a confuſion into his 
foul, 'which hardly left him his reaſon free. Ah! 
( cryed be 3n the viclence of that thought ) Ah!un- 
worthy daughter of Darizs, unworthy ſiſter of 
Artaxerxes,unworthy wife of Alexander,& it I dare 
ſay ſo my ſelf) unworthy Miſtreſs of Oroondares: 


Mould you then give ſo ſhameful a concluſion, 


? 


ANDRA. 


4 


ſelf ſo vertuouſly againſt perſecutions ſo Juſt as 1 
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to ſo. many noble actions ? and did you defeng you 


were, onely to yield fo lightly in favour of any 
cottyner ? But without:queſtion,) I dedefve\my F 
( faidhe again ) andthis affeCtion is not new ws1h, 
lieved; I beginito find Sit taok birth bbfore1 cane 
from Suſa : 'twas that infallibly which cauſeg Yo 

ſudden change, which made you in a moment : 
pent the moJeſt favours you allowed me, and whiz 


. (in ſhort ) drew from your mouth that cruel fareyy 
which you gave. me with ſo much inhumanity ; and 
; though the ſervices had done you deſerved as mc 
as | received from you; this rival could not ſuf 


that innocent and moderate feliciry, but you mu 
baniſh me to ſatisfic him ; and *twas that new pa. 
on which haraned your heatt, ſothat you coll? 
me ſwooning, and dying at your feet, without ſhey. 


ing any mark of compaffion, Omy memory,” hoy 
it thou wert ſo long before thou foundeſt thata for ; 
met "affection, cemented with many ſervices, a | 
ſo many obligations could not be deſtroyed but by { 
ſecond? If it be ſo,*Statira, as without doubt its, 
you are both more faulty, and leſs to be valued tha 
| believed; and during the-life of fo bravea husbans 
= ought not to have been capable of another low, 
ince you had ſo many reaſons to defend your ſelf  ® 
He diſcourſed thus to himſelf in th 


didit thou forſake me all this while, and how 


Sainit mine: 
violence of his reſentment, and a while after fall 
into another thought. 


Statira 15 not, or that Sratira loves me not. 


He would perchance have ſpent the reſt of the 
day in theſe ſad conſiderations, if he had not been 
withdrawn from them by .4rares, who came into 
his chamber, leading a waman by the hind ; Oro 
aates preſently began to know hcr, but as ſoon 
ſhe came near his bed, and that he- fixt his eyes up- 
on her face, he no longer doubted but that it was Cle 
one, the dear and faithful confident of his Princeſs, 
and ſhe who had inſeparably accompanied herinher 
The unexpeCed Þ 
arrival of her whom he bclieved dead, and on whoſt 
memory the remembrance of her former good of- 
fices had made him beſtow ſome tears, ſurpriſed hin 
ſo, that he-became mute , and” unmoveable at the 
ſight of her ; but when he began to recollec himſell ÞÞ 
and that he prepared to ſhew ſome teltimony of his | 
joy for her ſafety, the fear of receiving from het 
mouth the confirmation of one of his misfortunes, 


firlt, and in her laſt adventures. 


ſuſpended all his thoughts, and he was more ſtruck- 
en and confounded than before, Clcone more cot- 
fident than he, forcing the ſeverity of her ſcx and 
humour, to receive welcomes full of tranſport and 


aftection, which a long and particular acquaintance Þ 


might excuſe, broke ſilence firit, and while he em- 
braced her with tcars of kindneſs, Sir, ( ſaid ſhe) 
have I deſerv'd you thould ftill remember you have 
known me? The Prince giving ſome refpite to bis 
endearments, Sweet Cleone ( anſwered he at laſt) 
I will never loſe a remembrance which was ever det 
to me, and the grief Thave been in for my Princet5 
did not ſo totally poſſeſs my ſoul, but that my ſorrov 


for you found alſo a place in it; but O Cleone finct 
vou 
4 


But ( ſaid he mult I ſo ſon 
accuſe her of infidelity, ſhe who perchance is » 
longer inthe world ? Ihave but a little aſſurance 
her life, and I ought at leaſt to be certain ſhe is alive, E 
before I can be certain ſhe is incon{tant ; *tis to ths 
miſcrable:extrcmity I am reduced; and one of thee 
two neceſſities is unpoſed upon me, either tha 
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oy are riſen again, i5 not my Princeſs alfo alive, 
and do not you come to brins me news of her ſafe- 
> The Queen is living ( replyed Cicone } unlets 
the be dead withiggthts tarce days. O gods! ( cry- 
ed the Prince, without permitting her to go on) 
gods, all good, and all :powerful, I give you the 
thanks I owe you for the life of my Princeſs, and 


ince by this aſſurance, you have taken away the fear 


of my firlt misfortune, I will prepare my ſclt for 
the ſecond without murmuring againit you. | 

His natural gencrofity, or the gooancts of his 
aifpoſition , made him inſtantly bring forth theſe 
words, according tO the real incitements of his heart, 
and certainly his joy in this encounter, cqualled the 
rief he had felt at the ſad news of his Princeſſes 


| deafh; but that living and lawful grief was no ſoon- 


er driven out of his mind, but his jcaloufie ( before 
conſtrain'd, and lock'd up in a kind of ſervitude) 
broke looſe into its place, and extending it felt with 
tyranny into all thoſe parts It quitted , began to 
reignthere alone with ſuch an Empire, that it pro- 
duced as violent eflects as could have been appre- 
hended from both paſſion; united ; his mournful, ten- 
der thonglits, gave way to furious deſperate ones : 
and briefly, that cruel and imperious palſion, which 
had eftabliſhed it ſelf but with uncertainty, finding 
it ſelf now lawfully grounded, feized upon all his 
foul with a moit abſolute authority. Lets nut be- 
wail Starira, ( cryed he ) Sratira ns alive, Sratira is 
ſatisfied z but let us with tcars of blood bewail and 
deplore the misfortune of deſpairing Oroondates, 


whomthe gods, after a thouſand ſorrows worſe than | 


the moſt cruel deaths, have faved from a thouſand 
kinds of ordinary death, only to make him fall by 
an end ſuitable to the miſcries of his life. After 


theſe fir{t tranſports, having held his- peace for a | usba with 
| putation. Give ſome credit, Sir, unto my words, of 


fewmoments, he turned towards Cleonc, and ſecing 
herfſilent by his beds fide; Well, C/cone ( ſaid he ) 
the Queen is living,butO Cleone.the Queen loves me 
not, yet not to love me, Cleoze, is but a ſmall matter, 
and her fault would be but light, if her forgetſulneſs, 
and her ingratitude, were the only things where- 
with I coul.i reproach her ; butto love another man 
to the prejudice of what ſhe owed to me, to the 
prejudice of her faith, and even to the prejudice of 


| herhonour, to forſake him, who hath forſaken all, 


who hath dared all, who hath done all for her, to 
give her ſelf to a man that had rendred her ſome 
ſlighter ſervices, and to hang about his neck in my 
preſence, both again{t the laws of decency, and a- 
gainlt the laws of modetty, is an infidelity, is a 
meannefs, is a lightneſs, unworthy of a Princeſs 
fo Perſia, and is a crime which deſerves all the 
_— of heaven, and the detcitations of the whol 
earth. | 
Oroondates brought forththeſe words ſo impetu- 
ouſly, that Clcone was quite abaſhed at them, and 


| hadneither the time, nor the confidenceto open her 


mouth for the defence of her Miſtreſs. The Prince 
ſeeing her without reply, I knew very well ( con- 
linued he ) that you had nothing to alledge for the 
Juſtification of that ungrateful woman, your ſilexce 
utterly condemns her ; but however, you cannot 


Uſavow that which I know by the teitimony of my 


own eyes; 1 ſaw her in the arms of that happy ri- 
val, a man neither greater nor valianter than 1, and 
Me indebted only to fortune for all the advantages 
e has over me: I with the ſame ſword, which hath 
olten ſhed b!ood for the ſervice of that inconſtant 
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Princeſs, drew ſome of his, and if the gods hav® 
made him periſh to expiate the injury he hath done 
me, 1do no longer pretend to open my way to her 
by that advantage ; 'tis for my revenge alone that he 
is fallen, and not for the eſtabiiſhment of my fortune: 
let her cheriſh his memory till, fince his leavings are 
not worthy of me, and if ſhe can love her life after 
the loſs of his, let her expect alſo the end of mine, 
that ſhe may be perfectly ſatisfied, 

The Prince. his weakneſs not ſuffering him. to go 
on with his reproaches in that vehemence, he was 
con{trained to give ſome truce to them, in which in- 
terim Cleoxe had the leiſure to ſettle her ſelf, and de- 
firing, if it were poſſible, to draw him out of thoſe 
violent motions, which might utterly ruine his health, 
S1r ( faid ſhe at lait )I ſhould be confounded at your 
reproaches againit the Queen my Miſtreſs, if with 
her, I were not accuſtomed to hear them from you : 
I will not juſtite what may be blameable in this 
change you upbraid her with, nor will I deny but 
that your own eyes ſaw thoſe favours and thoſe 
Eindneſſes which give you fo much cauſe of com- 
plaint again(t her, but that in the condition whercin 
the granted them, they did offend either decency or 
modeſty, 1s a thing I cannot vicld to. Of all the 
women that ever bore a love to vertne, perhaps ne- 
ver any yet raiſed it to ſo high a degree. If humane 
weakneſs, tie treachery of your enemies, powerful 
obligations, your abſence, and the uncertainty of 
your being alive, made the Queen take reſolutions 
tothe prejudice of what the owed to you, yet hath" 
ſhe never forgot what the owed unto her honour, and 
if ſhe aflorded advantages to another which ſhe re- 
fuſed to you, 'twas becauſe when he ſued for them, 
ſhe was in a condCition to grant him them without 
offending a husband, and without wounding her re- 


allthe women that were near the Queen, I am ſhe 
without doubt, in whom ſhe ever had moſt confi- 
dence, and fhe who can give the moſt exact account 
of her molt particular thoughts ; but I can proteſt 
to you by all that I acknowledge to be moſt ſacred, 
that ſo long as ſhe was free, and undeceived, ſhe 
always had the moſt advantageous opinion of you, 
that you could lawfully wiſh ; and when ſhe yield- 
cd to this laſt action you complain of, or ( as you 
ſay ) to forſake you for another, ſhe did it with ſo 
much violence, and ſuch {trons reaſons, that you 
cannot juſtly accuſe her for it. 

Cleone would have procceded, when the Prince, 
who hearkned to her impatiently, and who ſaw no- 
thing in all ſhe ſaid, which in jtead of altering did 
not confirm him in his conceit, he could not forbear 
interruping her. Ceafe Cleone ( replyecd he) ceaſe 
to alledge excuſes for crimes that ate not capable of 
any ;*my miſeries are not ſo light as to be ſweetned 
by ſo weak a conſolation, nor the lofs I have ſuffered 


fo ſmall, as that it can be ſatish-d with reaſons of fo 


Iittle weight; fay, with more truth that I was a 
burthen to the Princeſs, that my conFancy wearted 
her, and paſſed in her eltc2m for porſccution, or ra- 
ther that ſhe founda perſon more lovely, and more 
worthy of her affe&tions. This is all that can be 
reaſonably ſaid in favour of her ; and all thisI will 
confeſs with you; and provided I may but reproach 
her once more, for the la{t tine, and yield up afoul 
at her feet, which her infidelity cannot make her 
loſe, I will noloogger murmur apain!t her, - You are 
ſo prepoſlclicd C anſwered Cieorne ) and (if ag 
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will give me leave to ſay ſo) ſo uncapable of reaſon- 
ing, that I will loſe no more time to convince your 
opinion; but to juſtifie my Miſtreſs to you, and to 
make you confeſs your ſelf, that you cannot have 

| theſe thoughts of her without ingratitude. I will 
content my ſelf with relating her lait ation plainly 
to you and making you a true recital of all that 
hath happened to her ſince your ſeparation; andin- 
deed it was for that deſignl came to ſeek you, and 
to have begg'd your ſuccors, if I had found you in 
betrer health, 

Oroondates chang'd colour at theſe laſt words, and 
his ſoul in ſpite of the deſpair wherewith it was taken 
up, let it ſelf be carried away to ſome motion of 
Joy, when he heard ſay that his Princeſs had need 
of his ſervice, and ſuffered it too to be demanded of 
him. Ah! Cleone( cryed he )I have neither reſent- 
ment, nor wound that can detain me, if Sratiras 
ſervice come in queſtion, Let her bea thouſand 
times more ingrateful, and a thouſand times more 
faithleſs if it be poſſible, nothing can diſpence me 
from my'oaths, nor force my inclination ; I will 
ſerve her, even in the arms of my rivals, to the 
laſt drop of my blood, and I for her will employ 
a liſe to its laſt moment, which ſhall never be bur 
hers, Speak, I pray you, how great ſoever my 
impatience is, believe I will givea quiet attention, 
and that for all her inconſtancy, you cannot talk 
of my Frinceſs, witnout touching my heart at e- 
very word of your diſcourſe. Clone having 
brought him to this paſs, drew the chair a little 
nearer, in which ſhe was ſet down by his entreaty, 
and ſeeing no body inthe chamber to hear her but 
Araxes, who was not ſuſpected to them, the be- 
gan her narration thus. 


The Hiſtory of Caſſandra, 


WE by the cruel laws of her dutie, the 
Queen ſaw her ſelf conſtrained to banith 


you from her for ever, and to give a ſharp concluſi- 
on to enterviews that were incompatible with the ſe- 
vere rules of her vertue ; ſhe ſubmitted her ſeif to 
that rigorous neceſſitie, with deadlie grief and in- 
conceivable repugnancy. With hoy great reſoluti- 
on and conſtancie ſoever the had arm'd and fortified 
her ſelf for ſodifficult an action, ſhe ſhewed manie 
fgns of it before you, which it was impoſſible for her 
toretain ; and notwithſtanding the inſenfibilitie you 
would tax her with, if you did conſider both her face 
and actions, you could not but obſerve violent chan- 
ges, and powerfnl alterations from her ordinarie mo- 
deſtie, but if in your preſence ſhe cou!d not poſliblic 
difemble part of her ſorrows, when ſhe was gone 
from you, ſhe let them break forth in ſuch tender 
doleful expreſſions, that the condition we had you 
in, was not much more worthie of pitie, than that 
 weſaw her reduced to by that bitter ſeparation. Her 
face was altered {rom that. verie moment, and if it 
loſt not its lovelineſs,it at leaſt from that firit day,loſt 
all the chearfulneſs it had recovered, and within a few 
more, all the plumpneſs it had regained ſince the 
change of her condition, Inher journey to Babylon 
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| and by the ſweetneſs of her converſation, ſough 
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ſhe appearedalwaies ſo languiſhing and ſo dejeg 
that the Queen her mother, the Princeſs her | 
and all thoſe that were moſt dear to her, laboug 
| but in vain todivert her, and when the was come; 
| ther, and that the preſence and affection of thek; 

| her husband,obliged her to a forced compliance the 
violence ſhe uſed to hide her grief, made it they 
ſenſible, and vilibly impair'd her health. Argy 
deed it was to the want of it ſhe attributed all th 
marks of her ſadneſs, and the body was accuſedy 
a ſickneſs, in which it had no ſhare but by its commy, 
nication with the ſoul. The King, whole love tohy 
was ever exceeding great,employed whatſoeyer We 
molt magnificent, and mott diverting of all that þ 
had drawn from ſo many conqueits, to charm pany 
her diſcontents; and the whole Court, whoſe hear, 
that greatPrinceſs had infinitely won by her goodnet, 


means by ſhows of pomp and rejoycing to bury tha i 
ſadneſs, 13 which it was totally concerned,and whid 
deprived it of much of its beauty ; but all theſe x. 
tempts werc unprofitable, to pull up the roots of l 
out of a ſoul in which it was too imperiouſly fg. 
tlcd, and thefe pomps and divertiſements, . gave- her 
onely new occaſions to deplore her condition, which 
made her alone incapable of thoſe delights, * in which 
the meaneſt perſons enjoyed a part, Yet did ſhe 
receive the Kings kindneſles with a great deal of re. 
ſpect, and truly with a great deal ofaff2Gion, and 
if his preſence could not wipe all the marks of grief 
out of her face, ſhe at leaſt endeavoured to diſpuile 
them from him, by words full of ſweetneſs and ac 
knowledgement, and diſpoſed her mind to render 
him what duty obliged her to without repugnance; 
but when ſhe was alone, or without any other com 
pany but mine, the freely diſcharg'd her heart of 
ſome of thoſe diſcontents that overwhelm'd it, and 
when I endeavoured by words of comfort to give 
ſome intermiſſion to her ſorrows : Let me alone 
Cleone, ( would ſhe ſay) ler me alone in quich 
ſince I have nothing elſe but tears to give to poet 
Oroondates; allelſe is forbidden me, nay, and thi 
cruel duty may alſo be offended with theſe innocent 
marks of my affections; let us no longer weep there- 
fore for Oroondates, ſince his remembrance is crimt- 
nal, but let us weep for my own miſeries, and for 
the rigor of my deſtinie, which rends that violently 
from my heart which my inclinations would eternal- 
ly preſerve there. 

After ſhe had continued a while in theſe thoughts, 
and that by my ſilence, or by actions as ſorrowful 
as hers, ſhe ſaw me keepher companie in her grit; 
Ah! Cleone ( would ſhe go on) perchance at this 
inſtant poor Oroondates is no longer in the world, 
and though I have not deſerv'd he thould hve an ab 
fection for me violent enouch to brias him to his 
grave, the aſſurances he hath piven me of it in ſmal- 
ler occalions, may make me without vanity believe 
he loved me welt enough to dye for me. No, 1% 
Oroondates 1s certainly dead, unleſs ſpight and re- 
ſentment have ſaved him, and if he live jiil} by thei 
aſſiitance, *tis only to hate me, and to deteſt my cv 
elty. She could not end theſe words without a foud 
of tears, which for ſome while difabled her to ſay 
more, but when by time, and my afſiftance, fhe 
was a little ſettled, ſhe would ſeek ont reaſons to JU 
{tifie her ſelf to you, and to waſh her ſelf from your 
reproaches : What could I have done ; Oroonaatss 
( would ſhe ſay) and by what mcans could I have 


pic- 


Pare. I 


# mutua us 
| hanmake my ſoul incline to an unworthy, to an un- 


Book. || 
reſery'd my ſelf for yon, and preſerve my ſelf in 
our E 


world raiſes Alcars, is he a man, is he a husband ſo 


whom after the fall of her houſe, he from miſery and 
captivity exalted tothe Throne, and to the highelt 
lace upon catth ) ſhould not entirely give him 
| her affections ? Ah! Oroondates, complain of me 
no longer, and if death be to be ſought, after our 
| loſſes, let us dye both together, rather 


| juſt repentance; that's a ſatisfaction I never refuſed 


| you, and if a!l thoſe you might have hoped for, 
| were as cafic tome, andas lawfully permitted, you 
{ ſhould be ſatisfied, my dear Oroongates, and I ſhould 
© be no longer miſerab!e. 


che was wont to ſpeak many other words, which 


: by reaſon of their length, and of the effect they 
* work upon your mind, I will not repeat, and lived 
* 0n thismanner, while the King received the Ambaſ- 
E ſadors at Babylon from all parts of the world, and 
| while the Court was in ſuch a ſplendor as till that 
| timehad never been knownto man. Yet the Queen 
| notbeing able to endure that abode, and believing 
| Themight find ſome abatement ofher aMictions in (o- 
* ſtarineſs, cauſed her Phyſitians to tell the King that 
; change of air was neceſſary for the recovery of her 
health, and having with much ado obtained permi- 
* onto retire to the Caſtle of Calcrs for ſome dayes, 
* ſhewent from Babylon, accompanied onely by the 
| Princeſs her ſiſter, who never would forſake her, 
myſelf, ſome of her maids, and her moſt neceſſary 
| ſervants. 
| from that great world, found indeed ſome ſweet- 
| neſsinthat retirement, and if the charming converſa- 
# tion of the Princeſs Pariſatzs was not able to blot 
| outofher mind theſe diſcontepts which overwhelm'd 
| her, at leaſt it partly lefſen'd them, and made her 
| avow, that though ſhe was incapable of pleaſures, 
 atleaſther ſorrows did not torment her with ſo much 
| violence. 
| brance, and | confeſs that ſeeing her one day in the 


The Queen having thus got her ſelf free 


Younevertheleſs were ſtill in her remem- 


ſame trances, and in the ſame grief for your abſence, 


| I had ſeen her in at Babylox, the pity ( if I dare ſay 


ſo ) which I had of her, and of your ſelf, obliged 
me to propoſe your return to her, in caſe ſhe would 
conſent. and to revoke a ſentence whereby ſhe had 
condemned her ſelf to ſo many torments, but that 
great Princeſs {topping my mouth as ſoon as ever 1 
mentioned it, 
ſuffer, ſince I have committed faults which deſerve 
the puniſhment the gods have ſent me ; but it is 
unjuſt that Oroondates ſhould return, and know ve- 
ry well both how to ſuffer, and how to die, if it be ne- 
cefſary,rather than revoke a ſentence, which my duty 
alone hath pronounced. 

This indeed was the Queens own reſolution, but 
ſhe was alſo confirmed in it by the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
to whom ſhe had totally open't her heart with all 
manner of freedom, and who having in all her acti- 
ons, but particularly in the applications made to her 
by Prince Lyſimachus, and Hepheſtion, appeared 
asa prodigie of ſublime vertue, gave no counſels to 
the Queen that were not moſt conformable to what 
ſhe had practiſed all her life, We ſpent our time 


thus in ſolitude and in ignorance of all that paſſed o- 
ther where, when the whole earth almoſt changed 
form by the death of Alexander the Great, to whom 
tieQueen his wife had at her departure innocently 


teem? Alexander, to whom the whole |, 


ktrle conſiderable, that his wife, (nay and a wife | 


It is juſt ( ſaid ſhe) that I ſhould. 
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given her laſt farewels, receiving froth him his laſt 
embraces. I believe it was by the expreſs order 


| that wastakenin it, that wealone were ignorant of 


a ioſs wherein the whole world was intereſted, 
when one of the Kings guard came to the Ca- 
ws where we were, with a Letter from his Ma- 

cr. 

Cleone would have proſecuted her narration, and 
have told the Prince what he already had learn'd 
from Lyſimachus, but Orooxdares, who hearken'd 
to her with impatience, and who was willing to 
ſpare her the pains of relating what he knew before, 
interrupted her in this place; I am not ignorant 
( ſaid he ) which way you were deceived, nor how 
you were brought before the wicked Roxana, and 


_died 1n the opinion of every body; but I know not 


how you were ſaved, nor how the Gneen hath lived 
ſince, and that's it (if you pleaſe) which I deſire 
to learn, without troubling you in the recital of 
things I have heard already. Theſe words ſhortned 
Cleone's relation, and Oroondates telling her what 
he knew, whenſhe had confirmed it, She proceeded 
thus. 

I will add to what is come 16 your ear from the 
mouth of Tyres, that after PeFd:ccas had put the 
Queen, the Princeſs her ſitter, and me, into the 
Chariot, and was come into it himſelf, with his 
brother Alcetasr, and another of his company, he 
made it take the way toward Roxana's houſe, and 
ſecing thoſe poor Princeſſes expreſs their grief, and 
their apprehenſion by tears, and cryes full ofdeſpair, 
he whiſpered the Queen inthe ear, ſo low that he 
could not be overheard but by his brother, and the 
Princeſs Pariſatis. Be not afraid, Madam, (ſaid 
he) They would deſtroy you, but I will fave you, 
with the peril of my fortune, and of my life. The 
Princeſſes were ſo troubled, that they ſcarcely un- 
deritood thoſe words, which were ſufficient either 
to reaſſure them, or fright them more, and in the 
meantime, they drove ſo fait, that within a ſhort 
ſpace we arrived at Roxana's houſe; I will not tell 
you again the Queens encounter with her, nor the 
words of that cruel woman, which in ſpight of 
Peraicc a his promiſe, were enough to have {truck 
a mortal terror in perſons, whoſe love of life had 
not been quite extinguiſh'd; but the Queen in 
whom the fatal news of the Kings death, had. abſo- 
lutely taken away all deſire of it, hearkned to her 
threats unmoved, and not hoping for any ſafety, 
ſhe followed Perdiccas and Alcetas, who led us out 
of the great chamber down the back ſtairs, while 
cruel Roxara placed her ſelf at the window, to feed 
her eyes with a ſight ſhe had ſo inhumanelyprepared. 
'Twas with much ado that Perdiccas kept her from 
going down into the Court her ſelf, and her intereſts 
in the death of Darius his daughters was ſo great, 
that ſhe could not believe it certain, unleſs ſhe were 
preſent, 

We were half way down the ſtairs that led into 
that fatal Court, when coming to a Chamber door 
Perdiccas made us goin, and leaving us there in the 
cuſtody of his brother, he took certain women out 
from thence with him, which he before had put un- 
der the guard of three or four of his men, in whom he 
had a great deal of confidence. They were ſlaves 
( as we have heard ſince) which he had clothed in ha- 
bits little different from thoſe the Princefſes were 
wont to wear, and having plotted with his brother, 
and thoſe whom he truſted moſt, how he might 

Oo2 abuſe 
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abuſe the 'eyes of Roxana's ſight, whom he was 
neceſſitated to obey, for very important reaſons, he 
had-cauſed them to be brought into ther chamber ſe- 
cretly; by men of whoſe fidelity he was molt aſſured. 
With theſe miſerable wretches it was, that thoſe 
cruel murtherers went down the reit of the {tairs in- 
to the Court, topping their mouthes with hanxer- 
chiefs, for fear their cries ſhould diſcover the de- 
ceit, and *twas the blood of thoſe unfortunate crea- 
tures that they contented Ro4ana's inhumane am- 
bition ;- and deluded her ſight; true it is that the 
darkneſsard diſtance contributed very much, though 
Roexanaſtirred not from the window till the end of 
the execution, and that there were lighted torches 
inthe Court ; but it is certain, that in open day, and 


- In another place, .it had been very ciflicult to carry 


the enterpriſe on that manner. 

In the mean time we continued in the cuſtody of 
Alceras, and of ſome of his mea, and for fear the 
noiſe we might have made, ſhould diſcover the Prin- 
ceſſes to their enemies, they led us out of that firit 
chamber into another further from the ſtairs, We 
were info great 2 trouble, that neither fear nor hope 
had leiſure to take place in our ſouls ,, and we remain 
ed for ſome time ſo ſtupiiied, that neither the appre- 
kenſion of death, nor the defire of ſafety, cou'd 
work any thing upon us; but in this confuſion the 
Queens grief was more powerful than all her other 
thoughts, and remembring the news cruel Roxans 
had told her, of the death of the King her tusband, 
ſhe was ſo nearly touch'd with it, that ſhe hardiy 
had ftrength to titand upon her legs; and indeed 
ſhe caſt her ſelf preſently upon the ſide of a bcd that 
was in the room, and the Princeſs Pariſatis and 1 
being ſet down by her, ſhe began to ſolcmnize 
her loſs with a rivcr of tears, which could rot draw 
its ſource from any thing but a molt ſenſible, and a 
moſt real forrow. No, Sir, I know you will not 
be offended, when I tell you the Queen was in as 
Sreat-an affliction for the death of that Illuſtrious 
husband, as could be expected frem ſo vertuous a 
Princeſs, and that ſhe was as deeply ftrucken with 
it, as if that affection had been ſettied in her heart 
from her earlieſt years, and had neither been crof- 
ſed by the remembrance of her loſſes, nor by her 
thought of you. Neither the fear of death, which 
ſhe did not believe ſhe had utterly avoided, and 
the object whereof was {till before her eyes; nor 
the ruine of her affairs, which this change brought 


- into a manifeſt declining,found any place at all in her 


imagination, when ſhe ſettled in it the remem- 
brance of that great man whom the gods had given 
her for her husband; and in all her aCtions ſhe 
made it appear that her intereſt had no ſhare art all, 
in what procceded from a pure and hearty affccti- 
O!). | 

The Princeſs Parifatis, whoſe greateſt trouble 
at that time, was cauſed by her compaſhon of the 
Queen her ſiſters grief, ſhewed more aſſurance than 
ſhe, anddid all to comfort her that could be looked 
for from ſo great a friendſhip as hers. We were 
thus mournfully employed, when Alceras drew 
near the bed, and addreſſing himſelf to the Queen, 
Madam, ( faid he) fear not, the greateit danger is 
paſt, and if you will but keep filence a while in this 
chamber, my brother, and I will ſave you, or pe- 
riſh with you. Roxana has been as happily de- 
ceived as we could wiſh, and we onely itay for my 
brothers return, to carry you away from hence, and 
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put you into a place of ſafety; if you be diſt 
red, we have thoſe here at our devotion = 
whom we can defend you by open force; butif we 
can fave you without noiſe, both your conditionay 
ours will be much the better. While Alcers; ſpok 
on this manner, the Qucen turned her head town 
him, and in jtead of anſwering to his offers, 1g 
true Alceras (ſaid ſne) that the Kings is dead ? Be 
15, Madam (replyed Alceras ) aud Koxana to ſerws 
the Kingdom to the child ſhe is now big withy, 
would have cxtinguiſhed all the race of Dari ah 
him, and all thoſe perſons that might bring any g 
{tacle to her power. : 

If the King be dead (added 1e Queen) why dg You 

oppoſe Roxana's willzand why do you pro'ons alk 
wherein I ſhall find no ſweetneſs after the loſs of ſach 
a husbandrletthem perith,let them pcrith, theſe mp. 
rable reliques of Darizs's family,and if Koxanabeh 
thirity 0: the blood of thoſe who herctofore wer 
her ſoveraigns, and her Mittrefſes, ſacrifice to ter 
rage, this this uniortunate woman who will liver 
longer, and fave only my fitter ; ſhe never wi 
Al: xander's wile, and though ſhe was Darius 
daughter, ſhe is not ina con lition tn 109%) for tha 
Dominions that enc. were his, againit ſo many ſu. 
ceiſorsof your King. The Princeſs Pari/aris inter. 
rupting the Queen at this diſcourſe, As; nothing fo 
me Madam, ( ſaid be) fince life ought not tok; 
dearcr to me than to you, my loſſes are of then 
tureof yours, and though they be neither ſo freſh 
nor fo conſiderable, by the dificrence of the perſons 
we enjoyed, know that affection may equal themin 
eur minds, and that the part I bear in your affliQtion, 
abſolutely takes away all the advantage, it coull 
have over nine, The Queen not being in aneſtate 
to diſpute it with her, only preſſed her bctween her 
arms, arid bathed her face with tears which ranfrom 
her eyes in grcat abundance ; yet did ſhe dray 
ſtrength from her courage to enquire of A!ceras con- 
cerning the Kings death, and he having even her an 
exact account of it, that ſorrowful Queen at theend 
of his diſcourſe ſell into faintings, wherein for watt 
of help, ſhe was like to have died between cur arms, 
After the was come to her ſelf again, ſhe beganto 
bring forth the mo{t woful lamentations, that the 
greatelt of her affection, andthe merit of the perſon 
ſhe bewailed could put into her mouth. Alceras pray- 
ed her in vain to be filent for her ſafeties ſake, ſhe 
was not capable of that conſideration, and | thin 
verily her cryes would have diſcovered vs at laſtif 
Perdiceas had not come into the chamber, Hein- 
{tantly prayed the Queen to riſe from the bed where 
ſhe was ſer, to go along with him toa place of ſec 
rity, whither he would carry her, but ſhe madelit 
tle reckoning of what he ſaid, and ii the Princels 
her ſiſter, and I had not raiſed her up almo!t by 
force, ſhe would have continued there to expect het 
deitiny. We went out of the Chamber withoutar 
ny lights, and paſſed through a Gallery, at theend 
whereof there was a little pair of {tairs, which we 
went down, and ſo out of that. deteitable houle; 
we found a Chariot at the door, into which Peraic- 
cz: making us get up, took his place there witnus 
and his brother and one of his friends with him, and 
then the Charioteer who had his directions what t0 
do, drove preſently to his houſe where we now ate, 
and where the Queen, as well as you, hath paſſed 
part of her exile, 


© Gods! 


Here Oropndates interrupting Cleons Narrations * 


Fr 18 WEE) 


FIG OE FE 


Book. | 6 
Ogods! (faid he) 15 1t- poſſible my Princeſs ſhould 
have ſo ingratefully concealed her ſelf from me, if 
ſhe knew tae place where I was, the condition I was 
in for her ſake 
been able to lodge with me under the ſame roof, 
without giving me at leaſt the news of her being a- 
live, fince that of her being dead, had brouglit me 
ſancar unto my grave f O what an exceſs of crue]- 
ty: O what a prodigy of ingratitude . He enced 
theſe words with a deep {igh, and Clcone going on 
with her relation ; Stay but tor rhe end of my difſ- 
courſe ( continued jie ) and then if you find reaſon 


| forit, you ſhall be permitted to condemn her, *Twas 
' not under the ſame roof we lodg'd, but at the end 
' of. this Garden, there 1s 4a little houſe containins 
| only a couple of Chamers, and a Cloſet or two, 


F where we made our abode, Peratccas, who by 


| one of his followers that was Polemors kinfman, had 


. made an agreement fo: our retreat hither, thought it 
© fitteſt tor us to lic in that place, as being further out 
| ofthe way, leſs in ſight, and lefs ſubject to thoſe en: 
| counters which may happen ina houſe where a whole 
| Family is lodged. He propoſed 1t to the Princeſs 
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& and meas we were coming ſeeing the Queen was in- 
capable of all converſation,and dcfiring forthe interelt 


of his own affairs, and as he told us, for that of their 
ſafety, that it ſhould be unknown to the whole 
world, he prayed us to conceal our ſelves very care- 
fully, fince our ruine was inevitable if we were dif- 
covercd, and that Rovana was ſo abſolute over 


' the Macedontins, that it would be impoſliible for us 
| rweſcap? if the piace of our retreat were known, He 
E told the Princefles likewiſe that he could not under- 


take their protection openly ag-inlt Roxana, being 


! joyned in intereſt with her, and having been decla- 
* red governour of the child that ſhould be bornof 
her; but that if they would afſilt on. their part, and 
| keepthemſclves hid as he defired, Ee promiſed to di- 


| vertall the dangers that threatned them; He then en- 
| deavoured to ſet a high value upon that obligation, 
| andrepreſented to them, that by what he Cid in their 
| favour, he manifeſtly hazarded his fortune and his 
| life. The Queen was ſo cat down, that {he anfwe- 
{ rednothins to his diſcourſe, nor ſo much as hearkned 


toit; but the Princeſs her ſiiter, and1 in whom de- 
ſpar was leſs active than in her, endeavoured toſup- 
plythat defect, and toreceive Zerdtccas his advice, 
for the preſervation of our lives. We were very re- 
ſpecfully received by Polewon and his wife, into the 
quarter prepared for us, and thoſe good people itu- 
dyedto ſerve their Princefles with great zealand af- 

(tion, As ſoonas they were going to bed, Per- 
acces bid him good night, and retired to the Town 
totake order for thoſe 1nportant affairs thar lay up- 
him, havins told them he would come again the 
next day ſo ſecretly, that his viſits ſhould never be 
known to any body, and that by all manner of ſer- 
viceshe would {irive to merit pardon for the fear he 
had putthem in,” The Queen paſſed the relt of that 
Might in continual fi-hs, and Pariſaris and I not be- 
Ig able to hinder the courſe of them, ard ſcarce 
could ſhe by her wearineſs with extream torment- 
ng her ſelf,get a little ſleep, or rather a little ſlumber 
toward the next morning; {he kept her bed that day, 
and all her employment was to deplore hcr loſs by 


moſt coleful words, and by a ſea of tcars. whole ' 


flowins it was impoſſible ſor us to ſtop hardly for a 
moment; Alexanders name was perpetually in her 


mouth,& hisldea always preſent to her remembrance 
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ſhe by the greatneſs of her vertue had ſo clean wipeq 
out all the cauſes ſhe had formerly had to hate him to 
imprint in the place ofthem,all that he had done in her 
tavour, and all that was great and lovely in him, 
that ſhe had nothing remaining of him, but a moſt 
dear memory full of love and veneration. I ſhould 
not have done of a long time, if I would repeat all 
the complaints ſhe made for the greatneſs of her 
loſs, and | believe your jcalouſie would make that 
diſcourſe unpleafing to you, ſince you are already 
ſutticiently diſpoſed to be ill ſatisfied with her ; I will 
pals them over therefore and content my ſelf with 
telling you, that when by the height of her courage, 
which had already refiited ſo many lefſes without 
being dejected, and by the perfwaſions of the Prin- 
ceſs her filter, ſhe was become capable of little rea- 
ſon, we began to make ſome propoſitions to her, 
touching her ſafety, and the eitabliſhment of her 
affairs, Amonglt Alexanders ſucceſſors there was 
a £00d, number in whom ſhe had found found much 
affection to her ſervice, and from whom ſhe might 
have boped for great afſittance ; of them Prince 
Ly;/imachizs, who for his quality, for his vertue, 
and for his credir, held 5ne of the firit places, was 
not only at the devotion of the Princefs Pariſatzs, 
but by a thouſand actions which had reſounded loud- 
ly at the Court, had given ſufficient teftimony, that 
he defired no more advantageous fortune, than the 
occaſions of ſacrificing himſelf for her. , 

Prince Oc:artes, and old 4rtabaſiv, had yet fome 
authority amons the Perſians, and I counfell'd the 
Queen to employ them all, and make uſe of them 
in the neceſſity of her affairs, to maintain her ſelf 
again the power of her enemies, butafter ſhe had 
rcaſon'd a 200d while, we conſidered that we ſhould 
find few Princes amons Alexande;s ſacceſſors that 
woull dare to take up arms againit Rexana, know- 
ing ſhe was with child of him, who was to command 
tnemone day, an4 by that reaſon, ſo abſolute among 
the Macedonians, that they no longer followed any 
bodies will but hers; As for Ly/imachus, the Prin- 
ceſs Pariſatis who till then had defended her ſelf a- 
gain{t his love with an admirable vertue, would not 
employ him, whether it were that ſhe was of too 
kigh a ſpirit to give matter of obligation ro a man 
that was ſo much in love with her, and who accord- 


ing to the common report had obliged her to be 


ſomthing ſenſible of it, or whether it werethat with 
likelihood ſhe feared to looſe him, in hazarding him 
alone againit ſo many other Princes, For O-zartes 
and Artabaſis there was no doubt of their good 
wills, but they were alone, and retired into the 
Provinces which the late King had affigned them. 
Theſe conſiderations made them reſolve, to wait 
the pleaſure of the gods, without itirring any thing 
ina condition wherein they were ſo little able, and 
to make uſe yet of Perdiccas, who alone knew 
where they were, and who could hurt them more 
than all the re{t. With this deſign we put off a 
habit which might be hurtful to the intention we had 
taken to lie concealed, and having received other 
cloaths from Polemons wife and daughter, we had 
a mind alſo to accuttom them to call the Princeſſes 
by other names than their own, which all the world 
knew belonged particularly to the Royal houſe of 
Perſia, 

Sure you have heard that the deceaſed Ring Da- 
ris Came not to the Crown by Succeſſion; and 
that though he wag Son 19 .Ar/4zes the chick among 


the 
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the Perſians, the Kingdom had not appertained to 
him, but that the Royal line was quite extinCt in the 
perſon of King Occhus. His firſt name was Codo- 
mar, ahd he was ſo called, when by a ſingle com- 
bate, which he fought at the head of two Armies, 
he decided the fortune of two Empires, and added 
Armenia to that of the Perſians, wlio had truſted 
their fortune to his valour alone. The remembrance 
of this ation, and of many cthers he had done in 
their favour, obliged them with a common conſent 
tochooſe him for their Soveraign, eſpecially confi- 
dering his birth was indeed the higheſt of all the 
Kingdom, and that he was an allie, and a near kinſ- 
man of the deceaſed King Occhus, and of his Pre- 
deceſſors. Codoman having thus attained the Em- 
pire, thought fit, according to the example of former 
Kings, to take one of thoſe names which uſed to be 
peculiar to the roya | family, as Cyrus, Artaxerxes 
and Dariw, ſo retaining the laſt for himſelf, he gave 
that of Artaxerxes to his Son, and thoſe of Sratirs 
and Pariſatis to the Queen his wife, and the two 
Princeſſeshis daughters. Theſe names alſo are held 
in ſuch reverence among the Perſ#as, that they have 
never given them but to their Queens, and to their 
Princeſſes, who hardly ever bore any others, The 
former names of the Queen, and of the Princeſs 
her ſiter, who were born a while before their Father 
came unto the Empire, were Caſſandraand Enri- 
dice; *trwas under thoſe they palt the firſt years of 
their age, and ſeeing themſelves reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of forſaking thoſe for ſome time, which the 
change of their quality had made them take ; they 
believ'd that in that ſecond revolution, they could 
not do better, than to return to thoſe rhey had born 
during their former fortune, when they were in ſo 
tender an infancy, that few were likely to have pre- 
ſerved the memory of it ; they having alſo loſt the 
hope of commanding the Perſians any more, and 
with it thedefire of keeping thoſe names which ap- 
pertained only to their Soveraigns. It was therefore 
by thoſe of Caſſandra ani Euridice that Pariſatis 
commanded Pelemor to call them, and I accuſtom- 
ed my ſelf ſo well to it, that whenever I ſpake to 
them ſince, I always call them ſo. | 

Polemon and his family, who ſerved them with 
an exceeding great zeal, and who knew what they 
owed unto their Princeſſes, could not get the habit of 
it; but the Queen commanded them ſoexpreſly, that 
they were conſtrained to obey her, and to uſe them- 
ſelves to forget reſpect, that they might not ſay 
any thing that could diſcover them to their dome- 
ſticks. Part of that ſecond day was patiſed, when 
in ſtcad of Perdiccas whom we expected, we ſaw 
his brother Alcetas enter in a trouble, and bearing 
marks in his face of a very ſenſible grief, the Prin- 
ceſſes having asked him the cauſe, he told them that 
Perdiccas, as he was coming to viſit them alone, to 
the end his viſits might be the leſs taken notice of, 
had met Lyſimachwwho had defied him, and fought 
with him upon their quarrel, and that after a long 
combat which had been parted by ſtrange Paſſengers, 
Perdiccas had received two very deep wounds, but 
that the Chirurgions gave afſurance they were not 
dangerous, nor capable to keep him long in bed, 
and that his brother ſeeing himſelf by that accident 
deprived of the means to wait upon them, had com- 
manded him to ſupply his place, and in his default, 
to do them all the ſervices they could hope for from 
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himſelf, The Princeſſes who kad ever believed | 
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that Lyſimachus would not leave their wrongs w. 
puniſhed, and that he both loved Pariſar: enough, 
and was generous enough not to forſake their ine. 
reſts, for any conſideration of his own, by this neyy 
received a ſtrong confirmation of it; but tho 
this action was very obliging to them, and thy 
they valucd the perſon of LZy/imachis much mor 
than that of Perdzccas, yet did theyteſtifie to Alcerg 
that they participated in his trouble, and were e&. 
treamly ſorry for his brother s misfortune, | 
prayed him to aſſure him of it, and within a whi 
after, Alceras being gone, they began to diſcout 
upon that adventure, and to deliberate betwen 
them whether they ſhould diſcover themſelves y 
Lyſimachu, and let him know the condition 
werein; but while they were in this converſati 
Alcione Pulemon's daughter came into the Chambe, 
and put a new diſquiet into the Queens mind, þ 


the news ſhe brought ; The Princeſſes made ſons 
reckoning of thit woman by reaſon of her beauty, 


and of many marks of diſcretion, and vertue they 


found in her, and at that time having reccived her 7 


with a greatdea! f goodneſs. 


We havc ii the houle ( ſaid ſhe ) a new gueſt vey | 
much wounded, I am not certain that I know hin, 
but if the change which ſome years, and the lod 
blood have cauſed in his face, did not rafe out ſone 
of the old 7deas, I ſhould believe itto be that grea 
Prince of Scyrhia; whom Ihave ſeen herctoforen I i 
Babylon, near the late King Darius, whom the whole 
Court adored forhis vertue, and who gained there- (| 
putation of the braveſt and valianteſt man in te 
world. Scarce had Alcione ſpoke theſe words 
when the Queen touched at the heart with then, | 
fell into a cold ſweat all over, and began to tremble 
from head to foot, like a perſon quite beſide her ſell 
The princeſs her ſiſter and I obſerved it, and know. i 
ing the cauſe well enough, did what we could» 
hinder Alc:one from perceiving it, and having ſen 
her upon ſome errand to get her out of the Chamber, 
we remained alone with her at more liberty. Tha 
by her wandring looks expreſſing the agitation d 
her ſoul, Siſter ( ſaid ſhe ) conſider but my fortune: 
little, and if this news be true, ſee by what a it | 


doubling of diſaſters ſhe overwhelms me. 


She accompanied theſe few words with two | 


three fighcs, and while Pariſaris full of thoughs 
like her, muſed upon that adventure without a- 
ſwering, I could not difſemble my opinion, andnd 
ſeeing thoſe misfortunes in that encounter which ſhe 


complained of, Madam, ( faid I ) I know not whit 
occaſion you have to aMict your ſelf at this news 
and in the condition of your affairs, I do not beliex 
you ovght with trouble to receive the return of hin 


trom whom of all men living you may hope for 

aſſiſtance. Hold thy tongue ( ſaid the Queen ) hol 
thy tongue Cleoze, and better underſtand a mind, 
which cannot ſuffer any memory but that of Alexa 
der ; ſcarce have I begunto weep for that deceaſed 
illuſtrious husband, but Oroondares comes back t0 
me, Oroondates that dear ſcourge of my days, trol 
whom I cannot receive that ſuccor thou propoſeitto 
me as from other men;doſt thou believe | can with 


| indifference ſee that man whom I have lov'd ſo wel Þ 


and that man who in ſpight of all my conſideration 
and of all my loſſes, I cannot yet keep my ſelf from 
loving ? and doſt thou think I ought, or can ſee 
otherwiſe, who am widow to Alexander theGreit 
I who began but two days ſince to ſhed my tears ' 
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the lofsof an husband, the Sreatelt of all men living, 
and 1 who ought to admit no other remembrance 
mthis, unleſs 1 will make my ſelf worthy of my mi- 
feries, and become the ſcorn of the whole earth ? 
heſides theſe conſiderations of honour, dolt thou be- 
lieve that theſe tender thoughts of love which I really 
have for the memory of my dear husband, will be 
aiſperſed by the return of Oroondares? and dolt 
hou judge alſo that the powerful character of my 
&rit affection can be blotted out by the remembrance 
of what I owe to the alhes of Alexander ? The 

ueen prononnced theſe lait words with tears and 
ſhes which put her fiiter and me into a perplex1- 

little diiferent from hers, and afterwards ſhe 
brought forth others which were ſo moving, that 
perſons the lealt capable of pity, would have been 
deeply touch'd with them. I proteſt to: you, Sir, 


 vitha great deal of truth. that I was as joyful for 


your return as it was peſhible for me to be for any 


| thing, and that I employed all the credit I had with 
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the Queen, to baniſh thoſe ſcruples out of her mind, 
which oppoſed your re-e{tabliſhment; I repreſented 
no her that thoſe reaſons which during the life of her 
hushand, ſhe with juſtice might have alledged to de- 
fend her ſelf againſt your love,ceaſed with their cauſe; 
and that the gods in taxing Alexander from her, had 
alſo taken away all the obitacle they had placed be- 


J tween you and your felicity z that it was true the 
E toſs ſhe had ſuffered was very freſh, but that alſo 
& inthe misfortune of her affairs, and even in the pe- 
© rilof her life, ſhe might lawfully make uſe of a man, 
Z towhom ſhe had ſo many former obligations, and 
Z to whom ſhe had been given by the King her Father, 
© without being accuſed ofa lightneſs with which per- 
& chance one might have reproached her, if after the 
E death of the King her husband, ſhe had continued in 
# her former fortune; or but ſo much as in any ſafety ; 
> andin ſhort, T urged all that I thought reaſonable in 
| yourdefence, and the Princeſs her ſiſter, who all her 
E life time had approved a ſtrict ſeverity, finding a 
© great deal of reaſon in what I ſaid, contented her 
| ſelf with hearing it without arguing for it or againſt it; 
| and having alwaies perfectly eiteemed your perſon, 


IF though her thoughts were the ſame with the 


| Queens, ſhe would do nothing that might prejudice 
} you. - 


The Queen was not at all ſhaken by my words, 
but after the had given me liberty enough to ſpeak 
my mind, Xrow Cleone ( faid ſhe) rhat beſides 


| theantereſts of my honour, and of my dignity, Love 
' 4 45 powerful in my ſoul for Alexander, as it was 
| heretofore for Oroondates theſe two aſfliftions com- 


bat in my heart with an equal aauantage, but duty 


| (which rakes part with the latter, and the more legitt- 
| mate)makes the vittory turn to that fide ,, Alexander 
| # dead, "is true, but my affeition is not dead with 

bim, and having been really ſuch as it ought to be, 1 


bave no difficulty to accommodate my duty with it. 
©But Madam, (faid1) what ſhall become then of 
*this poor Prince, whom you precipitate more 
©thanever into that ſea of misfortunes, out ofwhich 


| "after ſo many croſſes, the goodneſs of the gods 


"ſeemedto have delivered him? 11 this ( replyed 
the Queen) rhe gods lubor for bis repoſe and mine, 


| beſhall live in the ſame error with the ret of men, 
| and the belief of my death will make him retire into 


bs Country, where he will live with more tranquility 


| than he has done formerly, * Ah! Madam ( cryed 
1) how full of inhumanity and ingratituZe is this 
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& diſcourſe ? you know Oroondates, ahd the love he 
& bears you, too well to believe he can live after the 
*© news of your death; What, will you have the 
<< heart to hear he is ſo near you, without letting 
< him at leaſt know that you are alive, to prevent 
* by that knowledge the violent reſolutions, which - 
<* that error wherein you would have him live, would 
* doubtleſs make him take ? 1f you could anſwer for 
Oroondates ( ſaid the Queen haftily ) that be ſhonld 
tove we no mare, or that he ſhould no more require ar 
affection from me, which I na more can allow to man. 
{ would ſee him, and draw a great deal of conſolation 
from that ſight; Fut Cleone, do you think. you could 
obrain this of kim for our common repoſe ? ©In this 
*< propoſition ( replyed I) there is fo little likeli- 
<« hood, and ſo little juttice, that I will never make 
<it to him while I live. Talk to me no more on't 
then (anſwered the Queen) ſince there ts leſs of hope 
tn that you deſire of me. 

The Queen ſpake theſe laſt words in ſuch an im- 
perious way that I durit argue no longer, and I be- 
liev'd it nut beſt. to ſet my ſelf ſo ſoon to overcome 
her will, in which perchance time would more eaſily 
make an alteration ; whereſore I onely ſaid, Do nor 
torment your ſelf ſo muer, Madam, with the perſe- 
cutions you apprehend fromthar pocr Prince, perhaps 
Alcione ay be deceived; andif it ſhould be really he, 
what do we know but that his wound may be mortal, 
and that he may quickly be in a condition to leave you 
i7 that repoſe you ſo much deſire, The Queen was 
not well pleaſed with that reply, as I found by her 
looks, and falling of a ſudden intoa fatal thought, 1f 
Oroondates de ( added the) 7 wall rnfaltbly die 
with, him, and though wy ſiſter aiſapprove theſe vie- 
lent paſſions, 1 will nevertheleſs confeſs before her, 
that I ſhould find leſs difficulty in dying for bin, © 


than in conſenting to ſee him again. 


We were in this diſcourſe when A4lc:oze came 
back from the errand ſhe had been ſent on, and hav- 
ing enquired of her concerning their new gueſt, ſhe 
told us that according to the Chirurgions report his 
wound was not mortal, that ſhe had ſeen his face a 
ſecond time, and that though he endeavoured very 
carefully to keep himſelf from being known ſhe was 
more than ever confirmed in her,opinion that it was 
Prince Oroondates, The Quecn trembled at this 
confirmation, but ſhe difſembled her ſence of it be- 
fore Alcione, and calling me to her bed-ſide, ſhe 
talk*d to mea great while of you, in terms full of 
the marks of a violent paſſion, but of a paſſion that 
was ſubject unto her duty, and that feared, and 
trembled at the memory of Alexander ; the paſſed 
all the night in cruel agitations, and theſe new dif- 
quiets mingled themſelves ſo ftrongly with the for- 
mer, that they baniſhed out of her mind all the 
hope of quict which yet was left there ; If the re- 
membrance of Alexander came into her thoughts ; 
with its molt powerful advantages, you preſently 
appeared before her in the moit lovely charming 
form you ever had ; and if that figure wrought any 
defect upon. her heart, the memory of Alexander 
again baniſhed it asa criminal feducer, or as an ene- 
my whoſe very approaches were dangerous to 
her reputation if in the molt violent of her thovghts 
ſhe cryed out, O Alexander O Oroondates ! 
would ſhe ad4 inſtantly aiter it ; yet ſhe brought 
forth that laſt name but 2s it were by ftealih, and 


that conſtraint the uſcd upon ker {elf in favour of 
ic 
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it, made it more dear to her, than if ſhe had pro- 
nounced it in a perfect liberty. The whole night 
was ſpent on this manner : neither her wearineſs, 
nor her former watchings being able to bring ſleep 
upon her eyc-lids, andthe Sun no ſooner appearedin 
her Chamber-window, but her cruel diſquicts mak- 
ing her hate her bed, ſhe call'd to me to bring her 
cloaths; 1 gave her thoſe that were deſtined to her. 
ſince the change of her name, which were Polemon's 
daughters, and which as plain as they were, took 
offnothing.from the Majeity of her ordinary lultre. 
She was hardly ready, when being defirous to clear 
her doubts with more aſſurance, ſhe ſent for old 
Pulemon in whom ſhe had already found a great deal 
of underſtanding, difcrction, and zeal to ſerve her; 
and as ſoon as he was at her Chamber door, ſhe relt- 
ed her ſelf upon his hand, and went down alone with 
him into the Garden, where ſhe ſought out the 
moſt private walks to entertain him with more liber- 
ty; andleſs danger of being diſcovered ; but ſcarce 
had ſhe begun to propoſe her doubts to him, when 
ſhe ſaw her ſelfcloſe by two men, who as we have 
learn'd ſince, were Lyſimachns and Araxes, ſhe 
was ſurpriſed at that fight, and being unwilling to be 
known, the turned away of a ſudden, and leaving 
Polemozz, went out of the garden at a little door, 
which led her into the Wood. Within a while af- 
ter, Polemon being come into our lodgings told the 
' Queen that he was no more able than his daughter 
to inform her tonching what ſhe defired to know of 
him, but that his thoughts agreed with Alcrones, 
and that he believed as ſhe did, that the wounded 
ſtranger was the Prince of Scyth4a ; that he had not 
been able to learn any thing of it from them that 
ſerved him, whether it were that they were igno- 
rant, or that they had order to conceal it ; that all 
he could gueſs at by their diſcourſe, was, that pol-. 
ſeſſed with ſome violent gricf he had given himſclf 
that wound, and that thoſe that looked to him had 
all the difficulty in the world to periwade him to live, 
and ſuffer his cure to be endeavoured. No ſooner had 
Polemon given the Queen this information, but the 
gueſſed at the truth of that adventure, and judged 
by her former knowledge of your love, that the 
news of her dcath had caſt your ſoul into that de- 
ſpair ; this belicf redoubled (if it were peſlible ) 
her affeQtion to you, and made her think of finding 
out ſome means to ſee you without being ſeen of 
you. What ( ſaid ſhe to her ſelf) ſhall I have 
thrown my dear Oroondates into this danger, and 
ſhall I have receiv'd this laſt, this potent mark of his 
love to me, and ſhall I know him ſo near me without 
ſceing him ? Ah! no my duty, you ſhall not be fo 
ſevere, I will not forget you, though I ſee my dear 
Orontes, and I will be fo circumſpect in this action, 
that you ſhall be ſure to receive no offence by it. 
But nuſerable Starira, what would become of thee 
if Alexarders ghoit ſhould preſent it ſelf to thee in 
this viſit, and reproach thee with thy lightneſs in 
a threatning voice? My body ( would it ſay to 
thee) hath not vet received the rites of burial, and 
doit thou run ingrateful woman to new affection ? 
Doſt thou ſeek occaſions to forget me, thou whom 
I have fo dearly loved ; while the. whole earth, 
whereof I have been the terror, is in a veneral 
deſolation? Ah, dear and glorious ſpirit, give ſome 
truce unto thy juit reſentment, and confider that 


I amnot guilty of infidelity, for being a little ſenſi- | 
ble; I reverence thee as much as I ought, andas | 
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thou canſt wiſh, but Iam ſo much indebted to + 
Oroondates, that if thou wert alive, thoy ——_ 
not forbid me thy ſelf to ſee him for ſome few 
ments, in a condition to which I alone have red 
him. | 

After having long conteſted on this manner 
reſolved in the end to ſee you, if ſhe coulddy 
without danger of being diſcovered ; and for he 
deſign, having conferr*d about it towards the ey, 
ing with Alcsone, and told her that VCry importy 
reaſons obliged her to certifie her ſelf with her oy 
cyes, whether or noit were the Prince of Sel 
the was long contriving waics with her, and haj 
tound them all too dangerous, ſhe hearkned a ly 
to the lait Alcione propoſed, Aladam ( ſaid ſhe 
at the end of a gallery ty which I can lead you by, 
back ſtair, there us a little door which opens int, 
»Pace on the fir ſide of his bed, cloſe ro the head f 
'ris ſeldom made faſt but toward the gallery, and if 
morrow morning before thoje that wait unpo1 hin cm 
into his Chamber, your Majeſty will have we lin 
you in at that door, it will nor be hard for me ws 
jo, and if any body ſhould come in while you ave thn 
You may eaſily get ont the ſame way and net be Perch 
ved by any voay; it will onely ve necatu! to learn 
he be aſleep, and for that purpoſe 1 will es in firſ 
and looking in at the curtain will bring your Majh 
word, - 6 

The Queen found a great deal of hazard inths 
propoſit'on, and was long before ſhe could approve 
of it, but atlait, theardentdefire ſhe had to ſee ou, 
made her paſs over all manner of dittcultics, and re. 
ſolve Llinily to followy Alcione; ſhe would not ver 
ture upon it without communicating it to the Prince 
her lifter ; and that ſcrupulous Lady, not being a. 
ble to yield to it, argued lons againſt that delgy 
with many ſpeciousreafons ; but in the end, knoy: 
mg how much ſhe difpleaſed the Queen in oppoſng 
her intention, the agreed to her defire, and woul 
needs accompany her to the door her ſelf. 

The day hardly began to appezr, when thety 
Princeſſes were ready, and 4/cione being thei 
guide, led them through the garden, while evcryby 
dy was yet aſleep. The Queen went trembling up 
the {tairs, and it by the accidents of her life ſhehal 
not been accuſtomed to great and dangerous thing 
ſhe would never have had courage cnouugh to et 
cute that enterpriſe ; when ſhe was in the Gallery, 
Alcione opened your Chamber door very ſoftly, and 
went gently to your beds-head ; though the plac 
was ſomething dark, it received light enough by 
tie opcning of that door, to let 41c:one fee your 


face was turned towards her, and that you were 


aſleep ; when ſhe was certain of it, 1:0 came back 
to the Queen, who ſtayed for her with fears andut 
paticncies which are not imaginable ; ſhe went inne- 
vertheleſs, but with inward ſhiverings, and appre- 
henfions which put her almoſt befides lie fcif; when 
ſhe was by your bed-fide, and that by the opening 
of the curtain, ſhe diſcovered the face which ſhe hal 
ſo cxtreamly loved, and which neither loſs of blood 
nor the darkneſs of the place could kinder her from 
knowing, her afieCtion tranſported her in foch man- 


ner, that the was like to have gone beyand tie 


bounds of modelty, to follow the violent motions 


which that ſight awakened, yet was ſhe Miiire's 
her ſelf in t1at occaſion, as ſhe had becn in alltle 
actions of her life, and that coniFraint made ber fall 
into a wondrous great perplexity ; ſhe looked gs 
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01 35 much as the light would give her leave, with 
thoughts enflamed by her former paſſion, and with 
raptures of love, which ſhe hath fince confeſſed to 
: imes; ſhe was often even upon the point to 


me as Ct 
waken YOU, and to diſcover her felf to you, by all the 


"modeſt proofs you could deſire of her affection ; 


hut ſhe was as often diſſwaded from it by thoſe ſe- 
rere ſcrupulous conliderations I have aiready told 
ou, 

J Muſt it needs be fo ( ſaid ſhe very ſoit'y ) wu/? 
* needs be ſo, my dearly lyved Orontes, that you 
ſhould 6e longer ignorant of the eſtate of your preſent 
cndition, aud that for weaR conſtdcraiicns, { ſhould 
pſe aviolerce upon 1.y felf which kills me ? muſt I con- 


| real iy face from mm, 10 whom my heart was never 
| ooncealed, and muſt 1 refuſe him my very fazbr, to 
| whom I have totally given my foul? An!. no, vain 
; fnadow of an nnjuſt reputation, oppoſe thy fſlf no 


- 


E wore avainſt fach ji, and fach power fil mottons, 
| thor tyrannizeſt OUT He too thumamuely, my doay 
| Orontes muſt ſee me, and muſt receive wt leaſt this 
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ſuifation, for ſo many ſervices as he hath done 


We. 


you, but at that very initant the remembrance of 
Al:xander came into her mind, which not onely di- 
verted her from that deſign, but alſo made her bluſh 
atthat intention, and at the citate in whici ſhe ſaw 
herſelf, What, ( faid ſheagain ) 75 zr then the wife 
of Alexander the Great, and of Alexander dead bit 
three days ago, that VHns 4m udently to fſeckh a man 


E that has loved her in bis very bed 2 This reflection 
E confounding her, and {tirring her up again't her felf, 


made her riſe from the chair where ſhe ſate, to go 
out ofthe Chamber, which ſhe began'to lo:k upon 
282 place of ſhame and reproach to her, Lee zs flic 
(faid ſhe in anger ) /ce 76 ſite from a place fatal to 
our reputation, and makg amends for the fault we 
bave committed, by a firms reſolution never ro dy the 
like arain while we live, But at the moment of that 


| ſeparation, ſhe could not forbear calting back her 
| eyes upon you, and that object inſenſily diſipatins 


1 weakneſs, and more tenderneſs than hcſore, 


er ſevercr thoughts, pull'd her back with more 
Ob! 


> Orontes (added ſhe with a deep {1:.h ) hbuw hard zt zs 
| zokeep ones reſelitions ag2inſt you, or rather how dif- 


ficult it is to ſee you, and remember you without bov- 
i”7 you? In this confuſion of mind they floated fo 


| long that the Sun beginning to appear, brought light 
| into the whole Chamber, but ſhe got her ſelf fo 
| ſweetly near you, that ſhe took not notice of the 
| ſay ſhe made, and her ſeveral diſquicts had ſo di- 
| Itracted her, that I believe ſhe would have ſtayed 
| therelonger, if ſhe had not heard youſigh twice or 
| thrice, and ſeen you awhile after jtretch forth your 
| arms, and open your eyes. Nothing but you wa- 


kening was able to make her go out of the Chamber, 


| butbeſides that, ſhe at the ſame time heard the o- 
| therdoor open, and being unwilling to be ſurpriſed, 


ſheranhaſtily away, and ſhutting the door after her, 


| Went back to Aicrone, who waited for her in the 
| Gallery, from whence the Princeſs Par:ſaris was 
| £0neaway before, having perceived a man at the 0- 
| ther end ofit, 


| Mind the remembrance of his Viſion, 


This diſcourſe of Cleores; recalling into the Princes 
O Srarrr.: 


| (cryedhe) 1 ſaw you, for all the ſuddenreſs of your 
eparture, Iſaw you vaniſh like lightning, but my 
truth ol this adventure, 


i! 


nouphts never reached the 


In this thought ſhe put forth her arm to waten 
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I took you your ſelf to be but the Ghoſt of ny 


| Queen, that came to demand the revenge l owed her 


againſt her barbarous murtherers ; the Prince Lyſ7- 


| mach, who hada glimps of Princeſs Pariſati« in 


{ 
! 


; tne Gallery had the ſame conceit ; I was farenough 
| from imagining, that at that ſame inſtant while 1 be- 
| watled your loſs with. tears of blood, and while1 


preferved the remnant of my miſerable life to re- 
venge your death, you could be fo near me, as not 
to vouchfafe to draw me out of that error which had 
brought me ſo near unto my grave; the gods would 
have me ignorant of it then, but tis their pleaſure I 
ſhould learn it now, that I might receive confirmati- 
ons of your hard-heartedneſs toward me. 

If you have found her ſo in other encounters (re- 
piyea Cleone)Idonotthink you have any cauſe in this 
action to complain of her, nor ought you to take it 
asa light mark of afteQtion ina perſon of her quality 
and humour ; and to ſay truth, ſhe eitcemed it one 
of the boldeit and moſt danzerous ſhe had ever ven- 
tured upon in all her life, an1if you had defired part - 
of her blood from her, ſhe would more eaſily have 
granted it than ſuch a viſit ; She came away ſo trou- 
bled, that I feared ſome ſtrange accident had happe- 
ned to her ; and ſhe told me all with ſuch tender 
moving expreſſions, that ſhe drew tears of compaſ- 
ſons from me. I haveſcen him Cleone( ſaid ſhe) I 
have ſeen poor Crooadates, but twas onely to redou- 
ble my &rief the more heavily; as pale as he js; he 
15yctas lovely as ever he was, and would it plea- 
ſ:d the gods, that either he had ceaſed tobe ſo, or 
that I could ceaſe to be ſenitble, or ceaſe to live, 
ſince it 15 not their will that I ſhould live for him. Af- 
ter many diſcourſes of that nature, ſhe went forth in 
the Wood, where ſhe ſought out the moit gloomy 
ſecret places to truſt her ſorrows to them, and that 
they mizht beara ſhare in them, ſhe tooka bodkin 


which I gave her, and under the name of Caſſandra 


engraved part of her diſcontents upon the Rocks, 
and upon the barks of the trees. Aſter that day ſhe 
paſſed ſome others in theſe ſad employments, with- 
out being able to reſolve to ciſcover her ſelf to you, 
nor to attempt the hazard of a ſecond viſit, and [ 
know not whether ſhe could have perfiited in that 
mind, but ſhe recetved a ſurcharge in her affliction 
which utterly cait her down, and which joyned to 
her other ſorrows, put her into a fever which made 
her kecp her bed, almoſt all the time that you did 
ſo; it was the news of the death of Queen Sy/z2am- 
v4, whom the © vis, together with her grief for that 
of Alexander, had brought unto ber grave, which 
ſhe voluntarily preferred before the life ſhe could 
lead after the death of thoſe that were ſo dear to her : 
The two Princeſſes were ſo infinitely ſorrowful for 
the loſs of that great Queen, that- they were hardly 
to be comforted, and if Princ?ſs Pariſatis had not 
ſtriven again{t her grief, to take care of her filter in 
her ſickneſs, ſhe would quickly hve been in a con- 
dition little diticrent from hers. During all the time 
the Queen kept her bed, all her thoughts were di- 
vided between you and her deceaſed husbanJ, ſhe 
never ſaid any thing that could ſhow any tronble for 
theloſs of Dariir:'s Empires, nor of taofe which ſhe 
had fince poſſeſſed witn A/vnandcr in more glory 


than any Princeſs of the world ; {12 never thovght of 


the fall of her houſe, nor of the proſperity of her e- 


nemies, and the little power ſhe had to revenge her 

{cIf on them ;. ſhe never envyed Rownne's fortane, 

nor ever made any complaint acainft her but 
P p 


ſhe ap- 


pear: 
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peared afflicted only for having loſt Alexander ; and 

for having loſt the hope of poſicfling Greoondates 
without blame. She asked me how you dida hun- 

dred times a day, and I informed my ſelf of Alci- 
one and Polemon, that | might tell her. We quick- 
ly heard that Lyſimachus was with you, and the 
Princeſs Euridice learn'd that news withinward al 

terations able to ſhew that he was not indiflerent to 
her ; but ſuch was her humour, that after that which 
had paſſed between them, and which was common- 
ly known, ſhe would have been more unwilling to 
diſcover her ſelf to him than to all the men in the 
world. Thar high ſeverity cauſed a great deal of 
con{raint in her, and *twas not without much ado 
that ſhe concealed her ſelf from him to obey that 
regular vertue, yet did ſhe take ſuch care to hinder 
all communication between your lodging and ours, 
that your people never ſuſpected any. thing of our 
abode. and Alceras who viſited us often, but al- 
ways by night, never had the leaſt ſuſpition of Ly- 
ſimachus is being in the houſe ; rrue it is that Pule- 
on, and his family ſhewed a moit diſcrect fidelity, 
and the Princeſs repreſented the importance of the 
ſecret to them with ſuch a charge, that. they kept it 
inviolably on both ſides; nor was the danger ſmall ; 
for if thoſe of Per#:iccas his party had known where 
Lyſimachus was, they would have taken arms tore- 
venze themſelves upon him, and if Lyſimachius had 
not been ign rant of Alcers's coming hither ; he 
wou'd have diſcharged part of the hatred upon him, 
which he bore unto his brother ; but the order the 
Princeſs took in it,and Polen by her command. pre- 
vented all the miſchicfs that might have hapned by 
by thoſe encounters, if the buſineſs had not been 
managed with a marvellous care. 

The Queen affilted her ſickneſs as much as poſſi 
bly ſhe could, that it might have {trergth enough 
to make an end of her, yet did ſhe recover whe- 
ther ſhe would or no, and leſt her bed the ſame day 
that you did; her fever having neither been long nor 
violent, ſhe loſt not muchof her itrength,and within a 
ſew daycs after her being up again, ſhe hadno need 
to keep her Chamber; But as that was the time of 
her recovery,and of yours,ſo was it likewiſe of Per- 
diccas, and that ſame even he came to viſit her, ac- 
companied onely by his Brother ; the Princeſſes 
received kia very civilly, andafter ſome ordinary 
diſcourſe, . Perdiccas repreſented to the Queen that 
this place of retreat was too near to Babylon, and 
that ſhe had made a longer ſtay here than was fitting 
for her ſafety, but that the Queens ſickneſs, and his 
wounds had been the cauſe of it, and that it was ne- 
ceſlary to think of retiting to ſome other houſe, that 
was both ſtronger and further from Roxana. The 
Queen tremblcd at this propoſition, and though ſhe 
had not reſolved to let you ſee her, yet could ſhe not 
without grief think of going away froni you, but 
becauſe ſhe ſaw a great deal of reaſon in it, and that 
{he had but little power to contradict Perdiccas, the 
oppoſed it not, and onely told him, that her life was 
t00 full of miſeries to take ſo great a care of it, and 
that whitherſoever ſhe retired, the {till ſhould carry 
her unfortunate deſtiny along with her. Perdiccas 


went away preſently after; and the Queen more 
diſquicted than ſhe'was wont to be, paſſed the reſt 
of the night without ſpeaking hardly ſo much as 
a word to us; I heard her {igh in her bed with 
more than uſual vehemence, and the next morning 
as ſoon as I was up, ſhe called me to her, and | 
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taking one of my hands, which ſhe preſſed betyy 
hers; Cleone ( ſaid ſhe) thou ſeeit me now gy 
In greate(t troubles of mind,and in the greateſt weak. 
neſſes that ever I was in fince I was born, In fy 
Cleone, my conttancy is at an end, and do[ whyj 
can to draw it out a few dayslonger, it is impoſſh 
for me to conceal my ſelf from poor Or00;4ares; by 
ſides the incitements of mine own inclination, whig 
are powerful enough to make me break throughy, 
ry great dithculties, when | remember what thy 
poor Prince hath done and ſuffered for me, and th 
condition to which he is yet reduced by his loyey 
me, Ifecla remorſe which tells me I «m to blane 
which robs me of my reſt, and which deprivesny 
of the means of reſiſting my inclination; yet yill 
not let it carry me Leyond what I ought todo, ani] 
ſhall be enough Miltreſs of it, to perſever in theds 
ſign I have taken to ſhut up all my love within 4. 
lexander's tomb; but O ! Cleone, I can no longe 
conceal from him thatIam alive; the news of n 
death has already drawn much of his blood, andi 
he continue in that belief, he will at lat breath ou; 
foul, from which mine cannot be ſeparated by ay 
reaſon, nor by any violence; I would have hin 
know I am {till in the wor!d, but in telling himthy 
news, I would ciſpoſe him never to hope any thin 
more from me ;z this knowledse ſhall make melo 
nothing of the Empire I alwayes have had over hin, 
& I amcertain he is obedient and ſubmiſlive enough, 
to regu'ate his will by mine; he loves me too yel, 
and my reput :tion is too dear to him, to deſire ay 
thing of me that may blaſt it; and if I can dons 


thing in favour of him but actions of lightneſs, a ; 


incon{tancy, he is too generous himſelf to perſwate 
me to them, 
whence Perdiccas thinks it neceſſary vie ſhould re 


move, I will Icave him ſome aflurance of my lik, 


and of my remembrance of him, but I will not hae 
him conceive unjult hope by that mark of my 
fection, and I will uſe ſuch caution in it, as ſhall d 
clare my want of power, without giving him occaſin 
to complain of me, When fhe had ended thisd:- 
courſe which I hearkned to without interrupting i, 
the Queen called for her clothes, and withdrawn 
intoa little cloſet, ſhe began to write part of het 
mind to you ; within a while after ſhe came forth, 
and commanding me to follow her, though ſhe wis 
yet but weak, ſhe went down the ſtairs, and leaning 


upon mytand, ſhe took her walk into the wood W 


where ſhe fought thoſe places that were molt remote 
from the abode of men; when ſhe had walked: 


while ſhe ſate down upon a green bank by the ſided 
a little brook, and having commanded me to it 
down by her, ſhe drew forth the Paper wherein ihe 
had begun to write, but before ſhe read it, Cleons 


( ſaid ſhe) I haveleft my Letter unperfect, becaul 
| had notthe courage to finiſh it, and I have begun! 
ina ſtyle which is little ſutable to the reſolution I hare 
taken; although I make ſome mention of it, me: 
thinks it is in terms which ſeems to flacken mucho 
its firictnefs.I write to Or00zdates under the name) 
Caſſandra which you have given me again but [ wil 


give charge to Alcione, who ſhall deliver ittobin Þ 
after our departure, to clear all thoſe doubts thisa- I 


ration of my name way work in him. Having fa 
thus, ſhe gave me the Paper, where by her com 
mand I began to read theſe words: 

6 fe unfortunate and havpy Caſſandra ; ur of» 


mnate by the change of her fortune, ard hat 


y 
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y by the fidelity of her dear Orontes, to her too 
faithful Orontcs. 


Ah Cleone! (cryed Oroondates interruptitig her 
tis enouzh, I know every word of that Letter, 
which fell miraculouſly into my hands, and which I 
have dearly preſerved by reaſon of the reſemblance 
of the ſtyle, and characters bore to thoſe of my 
Princeſs 3 my belicf of her death, oppoſed that I 
might elſe have had, that it came from her; and yet 
i ſeft doubts in my mind, accompanied with,ſfome 
beams of hope, which [ could never clear till” now, 
With that he told her how that Letter feil into 4- 
raves his hands, how he had read the words which 
Caſſandra had engraven upon the Trees and Rocks, 
and the effects that encounter had produced in his 
mind, and having related all that adventure to her at 
large, Cleone continued thus. 

[tis true, Sir, that lettec might very well come to 
your hand, on the manner you ſpeak of, for the 
Queen after having heard me read it, and diſcourſed 
with mea while upon that ſubject, was ſo drouzie 
with her former watchings, that ſhe ſtretch'd her 
felf at length upon the graſs where ſhe inſentibly fell 
afſeep, and within a while after I kept her company, 
holding the letter ſtill open in-my hand, tut when I 
wakned again I miſſed it, and having vainly ſought it 
with the Queen, who waka'd alfo preſently after, 
wereturn'd the ſame way we came, and retired into 
our little hermitage. The Queen was very glad ſhe 
had put neither the name of Starrra, nor that of 
Oroondates in the Ictter, knowing that nothing could 
be drawn from the reading of it, that could diſcover 
her, She reſolved to write another before ſhe went 
to bed, but ſhe had ſcarce ſupt when ſhe ſaw Per- 
diccas, and his brother come into the chamber. Af- 
ter he had ſaluted her in his uſual manner, Madam, 
(faid he) you are in vcry great danger if you ſtay here 
any longer, let us away | beſeech you, and go with- 
out deferring to a more aſſured rgtreat, you have a 
Chariot here at the door which will carry you thither 
alittle time, and there perchance you fhall be in 
ſucha condition , that you ſhall bur little need to fear 
your enemies. Theſe words ſurpriſed the Queen 


 extreamly, and though ſhe had prepared her ſelf to 


go from you ſhe did not think it ſhould have been ſo 
ſuddenly,and with ſo little leiſure to effect her iaten- 
tions of writing to you; ſhe had ſome thoyght to give 
Alcione order to tell you by word of mou, whatthe 
could not write; but ſhe knew her not cnough to 
truſt her with a buſineſs of that importance, nor had 


ſheſo much time as to inſtruct her in it, -and Perdic- 


cas preſſed her ſo earneſtly, that ſceing her ſelf at 
his mercy, ſtanding in fear of him, and not yet 
knowing his deſigns, ſhe could not in that haſt take 
any. other reſolution, then thar. of following him 
blindly, remitting the conduct of her deitiny and 
Yours unto the gods, We went on th's manner from 
Polemons houſe, which the Queen could not leave, 
without teſtifying by ſome ſighs, how forry ſhe was 
togo from the place where you were; and the Prin- 
ceſs her ſiſter, as great conitancy as ſhe feigned at 
that departure, was not without trouble for havins 
fo carefully concealed her ſelf from Lyſimachns, The 
Chariot we got into travelled with ſuch ſpeed, that 
Withina ſhort time ir carried us to a Caſtle ſome two 


three hundred furlongs from hence, uponthe Hank 


of the Euphrates, which waſhes the walls of it on 
one [ide, and on all the reſt it is encompaſſed with a 
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deep mote, and ſo well fortified both by att and na- 
turc, that it would be very difficult to force it. It 
fornerly belong'd to. Brgiftanes, who had been 
Governor cf the Cittadel of Babylon, and ſince was 
fallen into the hands of Puceſtas, who was wholly 
at Peraiccas his devotion. Thither we were carricd, 
and there we found a great many ſouldiers for the 
guard of the Caſtle and of us; Perdiccas likewiſe 
had taken care to ſend Grecian ſlaves thither to ſerve 
the Princefles; but after having conſidered all things, 
and in what manner they were kept, they found 
that they were priſoners, and that Perdiccas in ſtead © 
of their Protector, was become their Maſter, 

They were waited on with much reſpect, and be- 
caufe Perdiccas, by reafon of the multitude of his 


affairs, could not make his ordinary abode there, 


he left the care ani cuitodyof them to his brother, 
and contented himſelf with viſiting them often, but 
excecding ſecretly ; he for ſome dates carried himſelf 
to them, with all the reſpect and all the modeſty 
they could defire, but afterward he began to take a 
greater liberty, and by ſome looks and ſpeeches 
male the Queen perceive, he had ſome intention 
toward her, which he had not yet declared, ſhe was 
extreamly troubled atthat knowledge, but her want 
of power made her difſemble it, while the Princeſs 
her ſiiter who had the ſame cauſe of complaint” a- 
Saint Alceras, behaved her ſelf on the ſame man- 
ner. By little and litt'e the two brothers confirm'd 
theſe ſuſpicions by all their actions, and they began 
to be no longer in doubt, when Perdiccas took off 
his mask, an4 impudently declared unto the Queen 
the deſign he had upon her; they were alone one 
day in her chamber, and Perdiccas, after having 
entertained her a while with indifferent talk, chanz- 
cd his ityle of a ſudden, and ſpoke thus unto her, 
I do not kope, Madam, you ſhould without ſome 
ſurpriſe nor perhaps wi:hour ſome anger, receive the 
declarition I am forced to make to you; neither will 
[ wonder, if the daughter of D.xz:zz5, andthe widow 
of Alexander the Great, think all men below them 
unworthy to ſerve her. It is true, Madam, you 
have held, and may yet hold the firſt place among 
all the Princeſſes of the carth, and that you cannot 
conſider any man with particular inclinations, with- 
out falling from your former dignity ; but the world 
hathno more Alexazders, and unlefs the gods would ' 
raiſe him again whom they have taken from you, 
you mult never hope to find an husband of equal 
merif, p59 

As long as he lived, my reſpect to him made me 
ſmother the thoughts I have ever had, and the con. 
currence of a rival to whom I owed all my fortune, 
made me lay afide thoſe pretenfions, which with 
5u{tice I ouzht not to have quitted but for him, Now 
that the deltinies have deprived us of him, and that 
fince his loſs I may fay without vanity or faliſhood, 
that I know no man greater then my ſelf, I may 
Madam, I may with lefs preſumption own the paſh- 
onI have for you. I know, Ma am, that this con- 
feſſhon offends yeu, an1l doubted not but you 
wo. ld think it ftrange from a man whoſe Queen you. 
once were, and ſtill are ſo, but if among all men 
living you can make a choice without abaſing your 
ſelf, do me but the favour to name me one; with 
whom I may not juſtly cifpute. for priority. Tis 


true, I am not a King by birth, yet aml of Royal 
blood ; and beſides your Majeſty 1s not ignorant 
that] have Empires at my diſpoſing, that common 
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{ings arebut petty ſlaves in reſpect of Alexanders | 


ſucceſſors, and that amongſt them all he pick'd out 
none but me to poſſeſs part of that place he had en- 
joyed ; that election was ſo glorious, and ſo authen- 
tick that is onght to be envied by all the Monarchs 
of the earth, and *tis from it alone, I have taken 
courage enough to open my mouth before you, 


_ and to raiſe my ambition to a glory which cannot 


worthily ke pretended to by any body ; if you judge 
my temerity criminal, accuſe not that vanity of it, 
which I might draw from ſome advantages I have, 
but a violent paſſion which a moſt profound, and a 
moſt due reſpect hath made me cover with a ſilence 
of many years. I do not repreſent to your Ma- 
jeſty the ſtate of your affairs, nor the need, or ra- 
ther the neceſſity you have of a powerful ſupport 
againſt a world of interefſed enemies, who find their 
quiet, and can find their ſafety in nothing but 'your 
ruine; this connſideration is too weak to uſc any 


violence upon your inclinations, but I will add that 


toitif you pleaſe, which you may have for a zeal 
full of reſpe&, and ſubmiſhon, which will make me 
ſacrifice my fortune, and my life it ſelf for your in- 
tereſts, and for your contentment, 

The Queen ſtood in need of all her patience, and 
of -allgher ordinary moderation, to hear this long 
diſSwrſc without falling into anger, but having ever 
been'of. the greateit temper of all the perſons in the 
world, *and being prudent enough to conſider the 
misfortune of her condition, and the power Per- 
diccas had over her, ſhe reſtrained part of that in- 
dignation, which in another ſeaſon would perchance 
have broken out in another faſhion, and looking up- 
on Perdiccas with diſdain, ſhe without being much 
moved replyed; Have you ſo ſoon forgotten O 


( Perdiccas ) what you owed unto your King, and . 


have you by this change of your fortune, which 
you alledge to me, loſt the knowledge of your ſelf ? 
can that particular eſteem which he ſhewed of you 
at his death, and wherewith you ſeem to authorize 
your fault, juſtifie the offence you do him? and in 
ſhort do you no longer remember you are Perdiccas, 
and that you ſpeak to the widow of Alexander ? 
Iknow( anſwered Perdiccas ,) both what I owe un- 
to the memory of my King, and what I owe unto 
the preſence of my Queen ; but by giving her a ſe- 
cond Empire over me, of a more noble nature then 
the firſt, I commit no offence perchance, whereof | 
may not hope for pardon. 

I content my ſelf with the firſt ( replyed the Queen 
ſharply ) nay and if you will Peraiccas Vie quite 
that too, upon condition you will but leave me in 
quict, and that youno more will force me to hearken 
to words which are an cqual injury to us both, I will 
obey you ( added Perdicca ) as much as poſſibly 


| Ican, but you may be pleaſed, Madam, to let me 


conjure you to have ſome conſideration of the ſmall 
ſervice I have done you, and to remember that but 
for Perdiccas whom ſhe diſdains, the widow of A- 
lexander had not now been in the world. That re- 
proach incenſed the Queen yet more, and not being 
able utterly todiſſemble it, What, Perdiccas ( ſaid 


ſhe ) would you then have me think my ſelf highly 


obliged to you, for not having cut my throat as you 


had promiſed Roxana ? had lany way offended you? 


or had you any right over me, that ſhould make mc, 
that ſhould make me receive my life from you as a 
favour? Did youdefend me againſt any other cne- 
mies but your ſelf, and is there any man in the world 
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that may not challenge the ſame obligation ? Dg 
believe, that to have pulled the widow of Your 
King, from whom you never received any thing but 
favours, by liolence from amongſt her ſervants, ty 
have carried her by force unto her enemies, to he 
brought the knife to her very throat, and not to have 
made an end of- her, are ſuch ſervices that you ſhoylg 
upbraid her with them, and demand recompences for 


them? do you know any body among all the mog 


cruel enemies of our houſe. from whom 1 have not 
received at leaſt as good effices as theſe ? If all men 
( added Perdiccas ) had beg as deeply intereſſedin 
your death, if they had hazarded what have done 
in ſaving you, and it a good part of the worldhy 
been propoſed to them for a reward, perchance fey 
would have been found that would have preferry 
your ſafety before all theſe conſiderations. Yet j; 
it dearer to me then all the Empires of the earth, and 
tis not to reproach you that I put you in mindof it 
but to give you ſome knowledge of the advant 

your intereſts have in me above mine own, and to 
gain ſome credit with you, for kim who will not he 
uſeleſs to youin this alteration oft your fortune, He 
would have ſaid much more to the Queen upon this 
ſubject, but ſhe commanded him to hold his peace, 
and that with ſo imperious, and ſo majeſtick a look, 
that 2t that time he had not the confidence to profe- 
cute his diſcourſe, but goins from her with a low 
obeyſance he returned the fame day to Babylon, He 
was no ſooner gone, but the Queen ſent for the Prin: 
ceſs her ſifter and me into her chamber, and told ys 
all theſe paſſages, but with ſo great indignation, that 
inmy life | never ſaw her fo cxtreamly moved, We 
arc ſlaves ( purſucd ſhe ) I ſec it plainly, and this 


number of perſons here about us, is onely to keep 


us faſt, and 'not to defend us; If 1 were free I would 
not{tay a minute in a place where this inſolent fellow 
has any power, and if he perſilts to offend methuy, 
I will l:ap over theſe walls rather then endure his per- 
ſecutions. O Alexander ( continued ſhe, letting 
fall ſome tears ) if after the loſs of thee, I were a- 


pable of a ſecond aticCtion, thy memory wouldbe | 


leſs injured, in having him thy ſucceſſor in my heart, 
to whom I h:d given it before thee, then in ſeeing 
this place which was thine, unwortkily poſſeſſed by 
this ungrateful man, 


The Princeſs at the Queens diſcourſe , onely 
ſhrunk up her ſhoulders, and by that action made 
her comprehend, that ſhe thought her fortune was 
very little different ; The Queen who had begun to 


take notice of Alceras his carriage, gueſied at her 


ſiſters deſtiny, and entreating her to let her know 
the truth of it, ſhe at laſt confeſſed thar that pie- 
ſumptuous man had entertained her with diſcourſe 
almoſt like that of his brothers, and that to authorize 
his pretenſions, he often alledged that FepheStions 
birth was not higher then his, nor his perſon more 
conſiderable, and that the Queen and ſhe after their 
Icſſes, and the utter rvine of their houſe, couldnot 
find any ſurer ſupport then thoſe two Brothers, who 
had all the Macedo: ians, and the greateit part of 
the Princes at their diſpoſing. 

After this mutual knowledg of their difplecaſures 
theſe two great Princeſſes began to deplore thelf 
miſery, and ſheweda greater ſenſe of this lait afſav 
of fortune, then they had done in tt.cir apprebenit 
ons of death; then it was that they both together 


condenined their ſcrupulous feverity, and that they 
re- 
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have deſtined me. 


rented they had fo obſtinately concealed them- 
tres from you, and from Lyſimachus ; They would 
wilingly have repaired that fault if it had been poſſi- 
Me, but. they WCre utterly deprived of means, 
; could not be permitted to come out of the Caſtle, 
ind for a buſineſs of that nature, there was no body 
ifs there whom they durittrult. They {tudied in 
-zin to find out WaYesz either to get at liberty, or 
5ofve you notice of their captivity, and in the end 
they ſaw themſelves reduced to the neceſſity of ho- 
-ofor no aſſiſtance but from heaven, which till then 
ſem'd to have forgotten them ; Alas, Sir, with 
hat diſcourſes did the Queen then entertain me con- 
ceming you ! and with how many tcars Gid ſhe de- 
fore your miſeries ! and how many charges dil 
ſhe lay upon me, to juitine her memory to you 
after her death ! for ſhe was teſolved to ſuffer a 
thouſand deaths if it were poſſible, rather then abate 
theleaſt tittle of what ſhe owed to Alexander, and 
to your ſelf, in favour of Perdiccas, If it pleaſe the 
ods (faid ſhe to me ) that thou ever ſee him again, 
tell him, O Cleone, that of all the women in the 
world I have been the leaſt ingrateful, and the leaſt 
nſenſible ; that I loved him to my grave, withthe 
mo#t pure, and moſt real affection that ever was, 
andthat | dye his as much as I can poſſibly, after the 
gift [have made unto my husband ;, but repreſent to 
tim, that Fcould not carry my ſelf otherwiſe, with- 
outbcing unworthy of that perfect affeftion which 
was all my glory, and which after ſo many misfor- 
| times wherewith my life has been croſſed, wovld 
make me dye ſatisfied, if I believ*d I had deſerv'd it; 
put him in mind of that action, which againſt his 
own intere{ts he did through vertue, and generoſity, 
forthe ſafety of Alex.12der, and make him compre- 
hend ( if thou canſt poſſibly ) that the ſame reaſon 
ought to make me conquer my inclinations, that 
| Imight not do any thing unworthy of Orooxdarecs his 
fidelity. This was her talk to m2 oftentimes. and 
n the interim Perdiccas and his Brother not being 
repulſed with the firſt anſwers they had received, 
continued to perſecute them with a great importu- 
nity, but they found fo little ſatisfaction by it, and 
lo many proofs of their diſpleaſure, taar.they would 


| to more have troubled their quict with ſuch like pro- 


CO, if they had preſerv'd any reſpect at all to 
em, | 

One day Perdiccas having indiſcreetly preſſed 
theQueen, ſhe was kindlcd with ſuch an extraordi- 
tary anger, that looking upon him with eyes full of 
ndignation, Perdsccas (ſaid ſhe) either ceaſe to 
torment me, or put me again into Roxana's hands, 


| that condition will be much more tolerable then your 


perſecutions, and I ſhall-endure her cruelties with 
more patience, then the indignities to .which you 
As confident as Perdiccas was, 
he was ſtruck mute with that reply, but his brother 
Vas not at all more gently uſed by the Princeſs Par:- 
ai, for he having once again repreſented to her the 
avantages he pretended above the deceaſed He- 
Peition, that brave ſpirited Princeſs, whoſe affecti- 
0s had been exceeding ſtrong unto her husband, 
ſeeing his memory injured, had not power enough 
Ver her ſelf to forbear anſwering ſharply ; He- 
Preſtion ( ſaid ihe ) was more conſiderable then 
Jouin all things; beſides that, his birth was better 
then yours, he by his vertue was worthy of his Kings 


favour, and of mine, but you will nzver deſerve et- | his horſes, and drove away full ſpeed. 


tier while you live. 
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The two Brothers ſupported theſe ſcorns with pa- 
tience enough, and the Queen having one day de- 
manded liberty of Perdiccas, that ſhe might retire 
to thoſe of her neareſt kindred that were left, Pey- 
diccas refuſed her openly, and feigning to be offici- 
ous, Madam ( faid he ) I have more care of your 
preſervation thef you your ſelf, and Itoo well know 
the danger you would run, if I ſhould forſake you, 
I ought to give account of you to my paſſion, and to 
the memory of my King, and I conſider both too 
much to expoſe you to ſuch manifeſt perils. The 
Queen knowing certainly by this reply, that all 
hope of liberty was taken from her, Bt recourſe 
unto her conſtancy, and to her ordihary reſignation, 
and with the Princeſs her ſiſter, ſought for comfort 
in them alone ; Beſides the intereſts I had in their 
diſcontents, I was not quite exempt in what con- 
cern'd my ſelf, and as unhandſome as I am, I had 
found a perſecutor of NVicanor, a near kinſman to 
Perdiccas, and he of all his friends in whom he had 
the greateſt confidence; this man, whether it were 
that out of complacency he would imitate Perdiccas, 
or that he thought to oblige me, by ſhewing an e- 
ſteem of me, or that he found ſomething in me which 
he out of a blindneſs thought lovely, exprefled a 
very particular affeftion to me, but it was with much 
reſpect and diſcretion. + 

Welived on this manner till that very day, when 
according to what I have heard from Araxes, you 
fovght the combate in which you got thoſe wounds 
which keep you now in bed. That ſame day the 


' Qucen being in her chamber, accompanied onely 


by the Princcſs her ſiiter and me, Perdiccas came in 
compleatly. armed except his head picce, and after 
having ſaluted them with a countenance more trou- . 
bled then ordinary, Madam ( ſaid he to the Queen ) 
you have hitherto ſhewed ſo much averſion to this 
place, and ſo much deſire of a more perfect liberty, 
that I no longer can reſiſt your will, and if you be 
yet of the ſame mind, I will deliver you from this 
place you hate ſo much, and will carry you where 
you have been ſovereign, and where you ſhall be 
freed from my importunities. The Queen, who 
witherſoever they carricd her, could not believe her 
condition worſe then it was, received that propoſt- 
tion joyfully,and looking upon him with more chear- 
fulneſs then uſually, Yes Perdiccas (ſaid ſhe) you 
wil: do usan extream good office if you take us from 
hence, ar.d if you ſct us at liberty, we will ceaſe to 
complain ofa captivity inſupportable to all free per- 
ſons. 

As ſoon as ever you are ready (added Perdiccas ) 


. You ſhall be permitted to depart, and we will one- 


ly convoy you to the places where you may be in 
ſafety, and where you will have no more need of us, 
The Queen was inſtantly ready, and inſtantly re-. 
ſolv'd upon that departure, and going out of the 
Chamber with Perdiccas, while the Princefſe ani 1 
did the ſame with Alceras and Nicanor, ſhe went 
down ſtairs, and ſo out of thit deteiied houſe. At 
the door we founda chariot with good horſes, and a 
dozen or fifteen horſemen well arm'd to convoy it, 


Perdiccas having defired the Queen to get up into 


Chariot, ſhe placed her ſelf in the hinder end, and 
was no ſooner ſet, but Perdiccas fteppins in after 


; her, the boot was preſently put up, and the Chario- 
| teer, who had order what he ſhould do, laſt'd on 


Alrcetasr, 
Nicanor, and all the rclt rewiained with us, cxcept 
oneiy 
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Peraicca's, who carrying his cask gallop'd after the 
Chariot, 

I am hot able to tell you how great our aſtoniſh- 
ment was at ſo unexpected an adventure, we turn'd 
our eyes, and ſtretch'd forth our arms toward the 
chariot; whence we {till heard the Queens cryes, 
and ſaw her thruit her ſelf out at the ſides, ſtriving 
all ſhe could to cait her ſelf down head-long, but 
Perdiccas was ſtrong enough to hold her wirh 
eaſe, and the horſes ran ſo fait, that withina ſhort 
time we loſt ſight of the chariot, The afflicted Pa- 
riſatis ſeeing het ſelf kept back by Alceras, who 
would not ſutf.r her to follow the chartot on foot, 
turned couragiouſly toward him, and looking upon 
him with eyes ſparkling with anger, Traitor ( ſaid 
ſhe ) ls this then the liberty thou giveſt us, and does 
thy brother ( more baſe and diſloyal then thy ſelf ) 
uſe the wife of A/ex2nder, and the daughters of Da- 
ris thus? Ah; Monſter, if thy rage and his be 
not glutted, proſecute thy crime to the utmolt, and 
with that ſword which thou wearelt unworthily by 
thy ſide, pierce this heart, which ſhall never be ca- 
p:ble of any thing for thee but hatred and deteſtati- 
ON. 
 Thedeſpairing Princeſs would fain have ſaid more 
but the impetuouſneſs of her anger, which was not 
to be reitrained, hindred her from expreſſing her 
ſelf diſtinctly,and weakneſs ſucceeding that firit ve- 
hemence, her forces forſook her, and ſhe ſunk down 
upon, the graſs, where I wou'd have held her in 
mine arms, but my grief and my amazement Eeing 
no leſs then hers, I was not able to do her that ſer- 
vice, and ſhe was fain to receive it from Alcetas 
whether ſhe would or no. Her grief for the Qucen 
being carried away, and her apprehenſion to ſce 
her ſelfat the mercy of thoſe whom ſhe held for her 
moſt cruel enemies, made her fall into a ſwound, 
in which ſhe lay half an hour before ſhe came to 
ker ſelfagain. I then uſed force upon my own at- 
flition, to give her aſſiſtance, and with often 
throwing water in her face, we made her ſpirits re- 
turn at laſt, As ſoon as ſhe opened her eyes, and 
ſaw her ſelf encompaſſed by Alceras, and all thoſe 
armed men, ſhe fell into her former anger, and the 
violence of her ſorrow traniporting her beyond the 
limits of her ordinary moderation, ſhe pourcd forth 
a thouſand imprecations again{t them, Wicked 
fellow (ſaid ſhe to A/ceras) never hope that cither 
the gods or men will leave thy villany unpuniſhed, 
we are not ſo utterly abandoned by them, but that 
the thunders of the gods, and the arms of men may 
do ſomething in favour of us ; thou ſhalt know that 
neither all the race of Darius, nor all the memory 
of Alwcander is quite extin&t among the Perſians, 
nor amongſt the Macedonians, and that we are not 
ſo abſolutely forſaken, but that we may yet arm 
buth for the ruine of thee, and thine, ' She ſaid ma- 
ny other things to which A!ceras made no reply, and 
when he had let her vent part of her fire, he drew 
near to her, and {triving to put a gentleneſs in his 
countenance, and to fain compaſſion of her afflicti- 
ons, Madam ( faid he ) be not afraid for the Queen 
nor for your ſelf, ſhe is with him who of all men liv- 
ing has the greateſt paſhon to ſerve her ; and you 
have them with you who of all men in the world, 
have themolt zeal and reſpect for the Princeſs P.ri- 

ſarzs, *tis the indiſcretion of the Charioteer, or the 

madneſs of the horſes which ran away with him whi- 
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onely one ſervant mounted upon a gallant horſe of | ther he would or no;that deprives you of the n 


_ 
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company for a few moments, but I proteſt 
by all the gods, and by whatſoever I acknoy| 
to be moſt ſacred, that within a very little.tine, 
ſhall be with her again, and 1 onely ſtay for a Chi 
ot to carry you thither preſently ; this delay 
not be above half an hour, and I wiſh that all tho 
thunders wherewith you threaten me, may fall 
my he:d, if I do not punctually execute what I pp, 
miſe you. 

Though by this adventure the Princeſs had loty 
the confidence ſhe might have had in thoſe perſon, 
and that by Perdrccas his deceit ſhe had all mane 
of occaſions to miltrult his Brother, yet did ſhe ſem 
toclear up a little at that promiſe of Alceras, wy 
the ſuſfered me to endeavour as much as poſſibly] 
could to give her ſome conſolation, We had ng 
been thus employed longer than the time Alcny 
had demanded for the arrival of a chariot, when ye 
ſaw one appear indeed, the Princeſſes mind gett 
a little aſſurance at that ſight, and at the proteſt 
ons fuil of oaths which Aiceras made to pacific her 
ſhe roſe up from the place where ſhe was ſitting, a 
at our ſollicitation went to the chariot, but for fex 
of being deceived like the Queen, ſne would need 
have me get in fir:t, and as ſoon as ſhe had takenhe 
place, onely --//cetzs and Nicator came up tous 
aud the reſt followed the chariot, which Alcau 
cauſed tv drive after th other, and about an hm- 
dred paces wide of the great road to Babylon, We 
waited trembling fur our deſtiny, and A/ceras and 
Nicaner endeavored to reaſſure us with the mildel 
words their paſſion ( whether true or feigned ) 
coul4 ſugge!t; but our affliction was fo heavy, thi 


we gave little attention to their diſcourſe. We hid Þ 


travelied about an hour at a good rate, when we ſay 
coming the way we went, a man on horſ back com: 


pleatly arm'd, who carrie: a woman behind him, 


we did not much conſider the faſhion of- his arms, 
but when he was near enough to be diſcerned, we 
knew the woman to be the (Queen, we were yet il 
doubt of the truth ofit, when we were confirm'dby 
a cry ſhe ſent f..rth at the ſight of ns. Ah ! See yonder 
my fiiter, crycd ſhe to him that rude before her ; ths 
encounter troubled A/ceras,and he was realy to hav 
lcapt out of the Chariot, but he was afraid to loſetie: 
Princeſs, whom he had much ado to hold, whete- 
fore he contented himſelf with crying out to his pes 
pleto top that horſinan, Thoſe words affrightel 
not the ſtranger, who getting the Queen to alighti 
ſtantly drew his ſword, ard flew upon or guatd 


with a fury which made them qui.kly find that num 
im. MNicaner ſcars 
the beginning of that fight, leapt out of the chariot, 
and I who had already ſeen the Queen my Miſtres 
alight having no longer any body that held me,thres 


ber was not able to terrific 


my ſelf preſently after him, and ran to the Cue 
who being itept a little afide, beheld that unequi 
combate with mortal apprehenſions. 
ſaw her ia that condition, who was loath to let 8 
his hold ofthe Princeſs, or to failin Perdiccas his 0 


| « the 
ſign, cryed out to two of his horſemen to take tie 


Oueen and to bring her into the chariot, they obe) 


him inſtantly, and ſeizing upon her. while her val: Þ 


ant Champion was buſied againſt their companions, 
in ſpight of all the reance they could make, p 
her into the Chariot, Alceras commanded them (9 
come in with ker, and the Charioteer preſent!y aftet 


drove away ſo ſwiftly, that he was gone 1n go 
$ meſi 


Alcetas who i 


Book. 1. 


Ah! Sir, how infinite was my grief when 
y dear Miſtreſs carried away,an1 that I could 
got poſſibly wait upon her, I never itaid to ſee the 
Fe ofthe fight, the beginning whereof was very 
vious for the ſtranger, and running aſter the cha- 


ment, 
[faw Mm 
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way from that place, but my purſuit was as vain as 
my cries, and I grew ſo tired with running, and tor- 
menting my ſelf, that afrer having loit ſight of the 
chariot, I fell down quite out of treath, and ſo ex- 
reamly weak, that 1 was not able to get up again. 
Ol ſrwould be to no purpoſe, Sir, to repeat the lamen- 
ns WF «ations I made after ſuch a loſs, my ſorrow was ſo 
i WP preat that it would be very hard for me to expreſs 
aW i, but I continued there more dead than alive, till 
ul WW (he Sun was almoſt ready to ſet, before I ſo much as 
IF thought of riſing from the place where Lay, and [ 
a W know not what would have become of me, if a good 
« W honeft Country- man and his wife, who paſſed by 
| that way, and ſaw me in that condition, had not ta- 
| ken me up, after they had wiped away my tears, 
| and endeavoured to-give me ſome comfort, they 
| prayed me t0:g0 with them to their houſe for that 
| night; My fear of being left without help in the 
| dark, which came on apace, made me accept 
| their offer; but I was ſo weary and ſo weak, 
| that without their afſiitance it was impoſlible for me 


080, | 

| Their little houſe was not far from thence, and 

| 25ſ0nas we were come thither, I cntreated them 

{ toput meto bed, which they did with a great deal 

Þ ofcharity ; but the labour, heat and ſorrow I had 

BK endured, cait me into a fever, ard I was fo ill all 
| nipht, that without the help of thoſe good people, I | 
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"ot like one in deſpair, I quickly was gotten a good | 
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verily believel ſhould have dyed. All the day fol- 
| lowing, which was yeſterday, I continued in the 
ſame elitate, and though I remembred you, and * 
would have ſtrivento come and bring you this un- 
welcomnews, | found my ſelfnot able to leave my 


The next night my fever abated, and this morning 
finding it was almolt quite gone, and that my ſtrength 
was a little recovered, I aroſe, and having made 
the good-woman acquainted with my intention to go 
to Polemons houſe, ſhe told me it was not above 
twenty or thirty furlongs from hers, and that ſhe and 
her husband would guide me thither as ſoon as he 
returned from the Town, whither he was gone to 
get ſome provilions; I ſtaid for his coming back, 
and preſently after his wife making my defire known 
to him, he offer'd himſelf with her to accompany me ; 
ſo by their aſſiſtance I came hither, where I preſently 
inet Araxes,who was not a little ſurpiſed at that en- 
counter, and from whom Ilearned your laſt combat, 
and the condition of your health ; Behold (continued 
Clone ) the life the Queen hath led ſince your ſepa- 
ration; and theeſtatel left her in, I have made you 
the true recital of it, upon your complaints againſt 
ner, and though indeed by your misfortune and hers, 
you have not received the recompence which was 
due unto your ſervices, yet dol not believe ſhe is fo 
faulty toward you, as that you ſhould fly to re- 
proaches, which have ſomething of cruelty in them; 
and Iam molt afſured rhat you have too much ge- 
nerolity, to refuſe her your afſifance, in the diſa- 
ſters ſhe is fallen into, and perchance partly through 
ker love to you. | 
& 


T he End of the Firſt Book. 
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ner, and the Prince who had heark- 


ble to his belief than to his defire, 
could not forbear thaking his head to. 


ing the concluſion of it leſs conforma- 1 


NDRA 
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Leone ended her relation on this man- | ſhew how little credit he gave to part of her dif. 
courſe, and having looked a while upon her with- 
ned to her with great attention, find- | out ſpeaking, Cleone (ſaid he ) you do ill to flatter 
my misfortunes, or to deceive me cunningly your 
ſelt; I believe you have told me the truth in your 
Miſtreſſes diſaſters, but in mine you have totally 


con- 
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-+---aled it from me; in this Cleone you are to blame 

- 2: 1f you know me as well, as pernaps you may, 
4-4 cannot doubt but that I wili ſerve the Queen, as 
zcon{tant as ihe is,unto the laſt minute of my life,but 
') Cleone, you know'I am a thouſand times more 
fortunate than you have expreſſed in your dif- 
-ourſe, and if | had nvother cauſes of complaint 
hen thoſe you have mentioned, I ſhould have no 
new occaſion at all. Thad already given over mur- 
muring at the advantages Alexander had above me; 


Hut thoſe of a itranger, thoſe of a new commer are. 


inſupportable; you have not ſpoken ſo much as a 
worq of that in your recital, though you avowed it to 
me ſufficiently in our firit converſation, and that's the 
thing Cleone wherein I accuſe you of little freedom, 
and of hoiding a blameable intelligence with that 
- faithleſs Princeſs, which hath ſo unworthily forſaken 
me, 

Cleone was extreamly ſurpriſed at this 
and after ſhe had continued a while witho 
ing, Sir (ſaid ſhe lifting up her eyes to heav 
I know any thing moreof the Queens fortune, 
yours, than what I have told you, I beſeech the 
to add all forts of miſeries to thoſe 1 already ſuffer. 
Ah! Cleone ( replyed the Prince with an action 
which teſtified his 1ncredulity ) it is not poſſible you 
ſhould be ignorant of the Zueens loves, and of that 
new cham-zion who freed her out of Perdiccas his 
hands, never ſeem aitoniſhed at this diſcourſe, I 
was ſo as much as you feign to be, at that cruel 
proof | received of it, and I ſhould have accuſed my 
own-eyes of falſhood, which ſaw her in his arms 
Siving him kiſſes, and ſhewing him kindneſles un- 
worthy of her quality, and former vertue, if that 
truth had not been confirm'd to me by the mouth of 
Perdicc as, 

With that he ſuccinctly related the encounters he 
had with the Cavalier who carried the Queen be- 
hind him, and with Perdiccas wounded, who with 
the news of his Princeſſes being alive, gave him alſo 
the news of her infidelity, and ſecing that Cleone 
continued filent at the hearing of them, and onely 
called the heavens to witneſs her innocence, pro- 
teſting ſhe was ignorant of all he told her, and that 


iſcourſe, 


ſhe had avowed all thoſe things which had confirmed | 


his ſuſpitions, out of a blict that his complaints were 
onely againſt A!cxander; No, no, Cleone (pur- 
ſued he) it is not poſhble that ſo ſtrong an affection, 
and which by the proofs I have received of it, goes 
far beyond that which (he farmerly bore to me, 
ſhould have eſcaped your knowledge. The birth 
and progreſs of it hath not been ſo ſudden,and but for 
it, the Queen would not ſo cruelly have baniſhed me 
at Saſa, and ſince the death of her husband, ſhe 
would not have concealed her ſelf from me, as ſhe 
did, upon vain weak conſiderations ; you have al- 
ledged nothing that can juſtific her for it, and if ſhe 
had not been prepoſſeſſed with that new paſſion, ſhe 
would not have avoided my fight in a condition to 
which my love to her had reduced me, and at a 
time when ſhe ſtood in need of the aſſiſtance of all 
her friends. No, no, Cleone, her infidelity is but 
too much confirmed, by all manner of circumſtances, 
and unleſs 1 would flatter my ſelf, again!t all kind of 
reaſon, andagainſt common ſenſe, I can no longer 


doubt of it. But *tis no matter, Clcone, this know- | 
ledge ſhall not diſarm my hand againit the Queens | 


enemies, 1 for her fervice will give even the laſt d 


Part." 
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| nor hers, andif when it is no longer neceſſary tohs: 
there be any yet remaining in my veins, I will 6, 
the ſhedding of it with mine own hand before hy 
and if my Rival be living, I by my death wil fact, 
tate his poſſcſſion of a happineſs, whereof he ck 

cd while I am alive. 

; ince ſpoke theſe words with ſo much yeyv 
mence,thytC/cone & Araxes feared with reaſon this 
1npetuous, motions would impair his health, a 
he was reatly to go on, when they came to tell hin 
that Prince /y/ſe4chz with ſome others were ney 
ly alighted,in the Court, and coming up the ſti, 
this news cauſed a joy in the Prince which diſſipate 
part of the boilings of his choler, ard brougy 
back ſome calmneſs and ſerenity into his mind ug 
countenance, Lyſtmachys entered into the chan. 
ber,)and with him Prolomers and Enumcnes, twy 
Gyeat men, whom the reputation of Orconday 

ad made lovers, or rather Idolaters of his verty 
and who came with Lyſimachw to ſee him, to wn, 
gle their intereſts with his, and to offer him ther 
new Eſtates, their friends, and their very lire 

heir agewas liitle different from that of Ly/inachy 
and for graceful faſhion, and greatneſs of courage 
they yieldedlittle to him, or any other perſon inth 
worlds. Prolomeus was ſomething brown, buthis 
face was exceeding well ſhaped, his cycs ſparkling, 
and his ſtature marvellouſly exa&t, and in all bi 
actions, he ſhewed marks ofan extraordinary great 


| 


of this blood, which I never was thriſty of for her, 


ed himſelf very low, and receiving their offers with 


neſs, and ſuch as were worthy of that renown he 
acquired afterwards, by many gallant victories; «f 
one of the moſt valiant Princes that evcr liv'd, Ex 
menes was of a fairer complexion, and had more 
ſweetneſs 1n his eyes, but one. might obſerve « viva 
city in them, which teſtified that of his mind, andto 
ſay truth he was eſteemed above all Alexanders ſuc- 
ceſſors, for the prudence wherewith his valotir was 
accompanted, and 'twas with a great deal of juſtice, 
that he had the reputation amongſt them, of one 
the beſt commanders in the world. Oroordares ſee- 
ing Ly{machins come in, ſtretch'd out his arms to 
him, and L yſtmachi rECcivINg his wclcoms with 
much affection, and with a reſpect which he had ne- 
ver had to any body but Alexander, Sir, ( ſaidhe) 
ſhall I never ſee you but full of wounds, and have 
the Gods given me the honour of your acquaintance, 
only to overwhelm me with new ſorrows for your 
ſake ? This goodneſs of yours towards me, (replyed 
Oroondates holding him ſtill embraced) makes mine 
more ſenſible to me,by yourparticipating in thembut 
'tis with ſome kind of jultice, fince your fortune ſhall 
ever make the beſt part of mine, After theſe firſt 
endearments, Lyſimachu preſented his two friends 
to him, and he had no ſooner nained them, but 0- 
rooadates having tho'e famous names in vencration, 
and remembring ſome good offices he had received 
from them, would have raiſed himſelf vron his bed 
to receive them, but they oppoſed a formality that 
might be hurtful to him, and locki:;s upon him with 
an admiration, accompanied already with a great 
deal of love, they in the moſt oblicing terms they 
could make uſe of in ſucha like encounter, declared 
the intention which had brought them thither, and 
beſeeched him to accent the paſſion they had to ſer* 
him, and to give them ſome part in his friendſhip 
after that of Lyſimachrs, WA 
Oroondates highly obliged by this civility, being 
one who in that had never yielded to any body,bow- 
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reat ſubmiſſion and acknowledgment, he made his 


- tothem ſo gracefully, that by that ation alone, he 


fetly gained them, and confirm'd the opinion 
Lyſimachu had already given them of him, The 
:0n | had for Prince Lyſimachs ( {11d he with an 
ir full of ſweetneſs and majeſty) could not be aug- 
bur by a favour of the nature of this which 

and I ſhould be much leſs oblig'd to him for 
than for two ſo conſiderable friends. 


Your vertue(replyed Prolomemw)will gain you through 


[ receive, 


| all the world as many friends,and admirers, as there 


are vertuous perſons,but ifſuch as weare,be for their 
own perſons inconſiderable to the greateſt, and 


| moſt generous of all men, yet perchance they may 
notbe ſo, for the zeal full of reſpect, and freedom 


which they will bear eternally to you. I ſhould be 


| much to blame (anſwered the Prince) if henceforth 
| 1ſhould eſteem my ſelf miſerable, ſince fortune re- 


pairs the harms ſhe does me by ſo great and impor- 


tant a happineſs ; but asI have little deſerv'd it, fo 
| will I likewiſe acknowledge it as a meer favour 


which I hold from your goodneſs, and whereof I will 


' endeavour to make my ſelf worthy by the deſire I 
| have to be inviolably yours. 
| hſted yet awhile, and thoſe two gallant men behold- 
| ing Oroondates with a marvellous heedfulneſs, re- 
| membred the great things they had ſeen him do at 
| thebattels of //zs and Arbela, his. admirable en- 
| terview with Alexander, and many other paſſages 
* of his life, which they had heard related as prodi- 


Theſe complements 


gies, and Or00ndates at the ſame time called to mind 


| theobligations he had to them, and particularly to 
| Fumenes, who at the laſt battel had cauſed him to 
| be taken from among the dead bodies to be carried 
| to Arbela witha great deal of care, and given ſo 


g00d order for his cure, that he owed his ſafety on- 


* lytohis affiſtance. The memory of that good office 

mnamind like that of Orcondates, wrought a moſt 
| powerful effect, and that grateful Prince having made 
\ arefleRion upon it, turned toward Eumenes with an 
| humble countenance, full of that ſweetneſs which 
{ was natural to him, and putting forth his hand to 


him after he had kitſed it, you could donoleſs( ſaid 


| he)gencrous Exmenes, than viſit one of your crea- 
| tures, and take ſome care of a life which you have 


acquired to your ſelf, ever ſince the time that you 
preſerved it, Eumeres received this complement ex- 
ceeding modeſtly, and taking the hand with much 
reſpect which he preſented to him : That ſmall ſer- 
(replyed he) wasnot worthy of your remembrance, 
but ſuch as it was, I am prouder to have done it you, 


| fianif I had conquered the beſt part of 47a. 


Oroondates having again returned Ermenes his C- 


| Vilty, and given thoſe two new friends new occaſi- 
{ OMstoadmire him, turned towards Lyſimachus, and 
| Vithalook more chearful than ordinary, Which 


Way (ſaid he) O my dear companion, fhallI be able 
tacquit my ſelf of this laſt ob'igation ? certainly 


4 mqgour he awhile after ) the gods have taken care 
out, and in making me receive this laſt favour, they 


ve furniſh'd me with the means to requite it, with 
the onely reco mperice whereby it can be equalized ; 
is with one word alone I pretend to pay you, and 


| Vithout taking any thing from the value of the en- 


ggement you have laid upon me, I believe I may 
give a full ſatisfaction, by telling you, if you have 
not heard it already, that P.riſarrs is alive. The 
effect of this news appeared inſtantly in Ly/imachus 
is countenance, and he had no ſooner heard thoſe 
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words, but ſuffering himſelf to be tranſported with 
| the firſt motions of his joy, he was like to have loſt 
his ſenſes,and his underſtanding ; but within a while 
after, reflecting upon the impoſſibility of it, he fell 
back into his former condition, and croſſing his arms 
upon his brett, with a forrowtul geiture, Ah ! Sir(ſaid 
he to the Prince) what contentment can you find in 
abuſing my grief on this manner?it is ſame with your _ 
own, and Ido not think you are ſo fortunate your 
ſelf as to make ſport with thoſe that are miſerable. 
I knew ( replyed Oroondares ) that the happineſs I 
bring you was too great to be believed, but if Iam 
not worthy of faith, learn more certain news of it 
from Clcone, Theſe words made Lyſimachs and his 
friends turn their eyes upon Cleove, whom they had 
not yet taken notice of, and Lyſimachus no ſooner 
knew her, but he was ha f perſwaded of his good 
fortune ; he ran to her with open arms, and conju- 
ring her preſently to tell him true if his Princeſs was 
alive, he received a confirmation from her, which 
was like inſtantly to overcome his Spirits, and to 
ſay truth; he ſtood in necd of all his Forces to reſiſt 
that pleaſing ſurpriſe, and he remained above half 
an hour ſo itupified, that he was neither capable of 
reaſoning, nor of harkcning to the diſcourſes of his 
friends; when he was a little ſettled, his joy broke 
forth in actions, which nothing but his youth and 
paſſion could excuſe. Prolomemws and Enmenes were 
ſo concerned in it, that their expreſſions came not 
far ſhoftof his,and running to Clcoze, they beg'd of 
her all together,to make them the relation of that ad- 
mirable adventure, and to let them knowby what 
prodigious aſſiſtance of the heavens, the Princeſſes 
who had beenſtab'd, and cait into two Wells could 
poſſibly avaid death, and deceive the belief of ſo ma- 
ny perſons, who had been ſenſibly interefſed in their 
loſs. Cleone who was willing to oblige them all, and 
engage them further in the Party of the Princeſſes, 
began the recital again, which ſhe had made to Oro- 
ondates, and whi.e he was at dinner, ſhe told him all 
ſhe had before recounted: it is true that her narra- 
tion was much ſhorter than the former, becauſe ſhe 
cut off all the diſcourſe of the loves of the Queen 
and Oroondates, which made the beſt part of it, and 
contented her ſelf with relating thote adventures 
that were common to both the Princeſſes, without 
particularizing their moſt ſecret thoughts, LZyſima- 
cbs his joy was a little moderated, when by the end 
that ſtory he knew his Princeſs was {till in the po- 
wer of her enemies, and that ſhe had not abſolutely 
eſcaped a death which they yet might give her, but 
he drew matter of conſolation from that which 
would have cauſed diſcontent in many others, and 
| he hoped with probability, that the love of the two 
brothers would ſecure the lives of the two Princeſles ; 
that belief made his jealouſic ſupportable,and permit= 
ted his joy to diſſipate part of thoſe ſorrows which had 
cauſed a great alteration in his face. 

Brave Prince of Scythia ( cryed he ) let 2s revive 
our hopes, ſince it ſo pleaſes the gods ;, our Princeſſes 
are prefoners, but yer at teaſe they are alive, and we 
are potent enough to pull them ont of the hands of our 
enemies, and make them periſh in ſo juſt a quarrel ; 
thoſe arms we meant to turn againſt them for their re- 
venge, ſhall now be employed for their deliverance, 
and you ſhall ſee ſo wany gailaut men embrace 
our intereſts,that you will not diſdain our party.It car 
not chooſe but be mo{t powerful (replyed Oroonda- 


tes) being compoſed of ſuch perſons as you and your 
|  Qq friends, 
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friends, and if you have the goodneſs to receive me 
into it, I hope I ſhall become valiant by. your ex- 
amples, and by the remembrance of the juſtice of 
your quarrel. In the care you have taken to conceal 
your ſelf from men (added Pro/omers ) your vertue 
has deceived you,and if you deſired your valor ſhould 
be unknown to them, you ought to have forborn 
thoſe proofs you have given of it, which have ac- 
quired ſach a fame through the whole earth, that no 
body can be longer ignorant of it. You mult not 
enter into a party ( purſued Eumenes ) whereof you 
ought to be the head, all our companions will volun- 
tarily ſubmit themſelves to you, both as to him 
that is mo{t concerned, and as to him that is mo!{t 
worthy to command them; I know they will make 
good what I ſay, and that they will march under you 
with the ſame confidence as they have heretofore 
march'd under Alexander, Oroondates was almoſt 
confounded at ſo obliging a diſcourſe, and ſeeing fo 
many great Princes, and at that time ſo many 
great and potent Kings, yield an honor voluntarily to 
him, which without diſpute they might have carried 
from all the other Monarchs of the earth, he ſeem'd 
in a manner ſtrucken at ſo extraordinary a civility, 
but deſiring to ſhew them he was not of an humour 
to abuſe their offers, nor to be puffed up with 
. them; I know too well (ſaid he ) what the whole 
world ow's to its conquerors, and toits Maſters, 
not to renJerthem with it, what all men render them 
with juſtice ; and the condition of a poor Prince with- 
out forces, without ſupport, and without means 
to ſerve in your party otherwiſe than in his own 
perſon, cannot be more advantageous than to fol- 
low the braveſt and the moſt valiant Princes up- 
on earth, He accompanied theſe words with 
many others, to which the Princeſs replyed with the 
ſame humility, and after an entertainment full of 
moſt obliging conteſtations, Lyſimachzis deſired to 
hear the circumſtances of Oroondates his lait adven- 
tures, whereof he had heard nothing but a little con- 
fuſedly, and the Prince to ſatisfie him, related hisen- 
counter with Perdiccas, that of the Princeſs his lifter, 
and his combats againſt Ar/acomes, and againit the 
ſtranger who had put him into that condition. The 
three Princes having hearkned to that recital 
with admiration, Lyſimachs told him how he had 
learn'd the ſtate of his health, and ſomething of his 
combats by one of his ſervants who came to him 
to the Camp, and how Prolomem and Eumenes, fee- 
ing him ready to go to viſit him, would needs bear 
him company, to offer him their ſervices, and to ſa- 
tisfie thedeſire they had to know a man of ſo infinite 
merit. After this converſation they fell upon the dif 
courſe of their affairs, and Zyſimachs giving Or004- 
dates an account of what he had done fince his de- 
parture from him, made him acquainted that Pro!o- 
mens, Ernmenes, and he had ſent to make levies in 
the territories that were fallen to their ſhares ;- that 
they had advertiſed all their friends who were gone 
away to retire to theirs ; that at the firit ſending they 
all had voluntarily joyned themſelves with them in 
a league offenſive. and defenſive, and that within a 
fortnight all their forces were to mect at a little 
Town but half a days journey from Babylon ; that 
Peradiccas and Roxana made no leſs preparations on 
their fide; that all their alies met daily at ZB2byloz: 
and that the body of their Army was formed on 
the other ſide of the Exphrates, whereof they had 
the paſſage free, by a great many bridges there were 
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within the city. Oroondates trembled with a ets 
rous impatiency at this diſcourſe, and EXPre dig 
Lyſimachbus his fear of being kept by his Wound; 
from making one in tlie firlt occalions, to which he 
wiſh'd for ſome delay, leaſt there ſhould be any thing 


dore without him, But Zyfimachxs ſatisfied him wis 
an aſſurance, that before his recovery NY forces 
could not be come up,& in a condition to attempt an 
thing, and that on the other fide, Perdiccas his wound, 
were a great obſtacle to their enemies deſigns, ani 
that if they did not ruine their allairs, they woy} 
at leaſt retard them, and give a great deal of facility 
and furtherance to theirs. They would have converky 
longer if Amivt25 had not pur his Malter in ming, 
that Oroondates had diſordered himſelf very mug 
that day (fora man ſo wounded as he was,)and thath 
long talking was very prejudicial to his health, 7. 
firzachs being in fear for a friend of that importance 
carried the reit out of his chamber though Oro. 
dates did his endeavours to retain them, and 96: 
ing downinto the Garden, they began to walk ther; 
with an intention not to ſee Oroondares again till th 
nextday. 

In the mean time the impatient T hale/tris, who 
guided by #/:ppolrra was gone in queſt of Berence, 
had vainly employed part of the day in ſeeking her, 
ſheover-ran all the plain near to Zabylon,& there was 
not a place either upon the bank of the river, or in 
the neighbouring woods, whither her affection had not 
made her direct her {teps ; ſhe met no body of whom 
ſhe did not inform her ſelf, and ſhe had bcen at the 


very gates of #abylon to enquire for her, but ſee 


ing her ſearch was unprofitable on that fide, ſhe had 
turned back the ſame way towards Polemens houle, 
and leaving it upon the left hand, ſhe kept {till along 
by the river fide. The ſeparation from fuch a friend 
was fo ſenſible to her, that ſhe could find no conſo- 
lation. O gods { ſaid the ) did you give the ac- 
quaintance of fo lovely a Princeſs, to take her from 
me fo ſiddainiy ? and muit you needs deprive mz 
of a happineſs, which ſweetned part of my ſorrows, 
and which I had hardly begrn to talte ? were you 
not ſatisfied with the pains I have taken in proſecu- 
tion of my faithleſs Orozres, without expoſing my 
body to new toils, and my mind to new diſcontents! 
In uttering theſe, and ſuch like words, ſhe came it 
to the walk which beginning at the temple of Apollo 
reached unto the river fide, and turning her head 
upon the left hand, ſhe ſaw the gate of the Temple 
at the end of- the alley ; She had often heard ſpeak of 
thoſe Oracles, and lately of that. which Zy/imachu 
had received there; that remembrance gave her 2 
defire to conſult the god, as well concerning the pre- 
ſent deſign which had brought her abroad, as the ſuc- 
ceſs of her own fortune, and ſhe believ'd ſhe ought 
not to neglect that encounter, fince it was not with- 
out ſome care of her intereſts, that contrary to het 
intention the gods had guided her fteps unto that 
place. Inthis thought ſhe turned her, and went t0 
a light at the gate of 'the Temple ; being it was not 
any curioſity that led her thither, ſhe ſpent no time 
in viewing the bcautics of it, but making her pray” 
er untothe god, both for the recovery of Berence; 
and for her own intereits; ſhe expected his anſwers 
while, which at laft was d-:livered to her by tit 
mouth of the Prieſt in theſe terms, 
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Heaven to thy reſt no more averſe will be, 

Toit refer the ſuſters Deſtiny, 

Since thine, back to the brother ſummons thee, 
Where thou thy neart, and fortune chang d ſhalt ſee. 


This anſwer pleaſingly ſurpriſed the fair Amazon, 
and finding in it more cauſe of conſolation than the 


' had looked for, ſhe humbly return'd her thanks un- 


tothe god for the hop2s he gave her, andriſing from 
the place where ſhe had proſtrated her ſelf, ſhe 
went out ofthe Temple much more ſatisfied than ſhe 
was before. Hippolita obſerved ſome alteration in her 


* face, and having asked herthe cauſe of it, the Queen 


repeated the words of the Oracle to her, and get- 
tins on horsback took her way towards Polemon's 
houſe. She by the command of the god ſaw het 


| farchatanend, and ſince heaven reſerved the care 


of Berenice exprefly to it ſelf, ſhe could not without 
incenſing it, perſevere in her intended proſecution; 
wherefore in obedience to it, ſhe gave over that 
thought, and was confirmed in the delign of return- 
ing to Oro0744tes, ſince that beſides the defire ſhe 
had to ſerve him in his affairs, 'twas there ſhe was 
tocxpect the change of her fortune. 

She made 2 long reflection upon that promiſe of 


| the gods, and having muſed on it a great while ? 
+ what chanoe ( ſaid ſhe ) can 1 hope for in my condi- 


tion ? Is it the forgetting, the repentance, or the 
death of my faithleſs Oronres ? Ah! for forgettig 
him, I ſhou!d look for that but in vain, and I ought 
never to think that my ſoul can loſe the remembrance 
either of its firſt paſſion, or of the offence I have re- 
ceived ; both of them are ingraven in everlaſting 
characters, and except I c:aſe to live, I can neither 
ceaſe to hate, nor to remember Oroztes, Shall it be 
from the repentance of that diſloyall man, that Iſha 
draw my ſatisfaction? Ah! I ought much !efs to 
hopefor that, and the offences I have received from 
himare not of a nature to be repaired; Though he 
ſhould begin again to love me witi as much violence 
ashe expreſſed in his firſt paſſion, I fhould lofe no- 
thing of that hatred I bear him, and my ſoul is fo 
hardned again't that insrateful man, that. it could 
never be touch'd by all the marks he could ſhew of 
his repentance. *'Tis then in his death alone that I 
ought to ground my hopes, and 'tis that infallibly 
which the gods do promiſe me ; it is the greateit of 
all the favours I can receive from them, and when I 
am once revenge4 of that perfidious man, I will re- 


' tumnintomy Territoties, where I will paſs the reſt 


of my dayes in tranquility ; he ſhall dye, ( continu- 
edſhe ) he ſhall dye, the Traitor, who has uſed me 
{ ungratefully, and ſo unworthily, if my. injurics 
are deadly, the reparation of them ſhall be deadly 
ao, and 'tis in bloud I will drown my ſhame, and 
theremembrance of my faults. 

The Queen at firſt found ſome ſweetneſs in this 
cruel thought, but within a while after ſhe began to 
iremble, and ſome remainder of affection having 
loſtened her for a few moments, her heart ſeemed to 
ncline to fome compaſſion, but ſhe quickly oppoſed 
that criminal pity, and trugpling again't thoſe ten- 

er motions ; what ( ſaid ſhe-again ) doſt thou waver 


ſill, O weak Thaleſtris, and does the imape of the ' 


alſe Orithia return into thy mind, onely to baniſh 
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pable of thoſe baſe ſuggeſtions - which have made 
the greateſt part of thy misfortunes, and doſt thou 


| become pititul to that cruel Orontes, who without 


any pity abandoned thee to thy deſpair ? Ah! mean 
ſpirited woman, ſtifle thoſe unworthy thoughts, and 
recal the remembrance of thy wrongs, to baniſh that 
of thy weaknefles. He mult die, that monſter of 
perfidiouſneſs, and thon mutt pierce his diſſoyal heart 
with this ſame hand he hath fo often kiſſed ; and- 
with this ſame mouth which hath ſo often proteſted - 
that thou lovedlt him, thou muſt pour forth the laſt 
reproaches againſt his infidelity.» + 
In theſe violent thoughts, the fair Amazone went 
on her way, till ſhe came near a little valley within 
a few furlongs of Po{emozs houſe ;, from that place 
ſhe heard certain cryes, which cauſed her firſt to 
{top her horſe, and then hearing them continue with 
a very pitiful ſound, her generoſity obliged her 
preſently to ſuccour thoſe miſerable wretches, who 
ſeemed to ſtand in need of her aſſiſtance ; and for 
that purpoſe marking carefully from whence the 
noife came, ſhe gallopt thither as faſt as ſhe could, 
followed by H:ppol:ta, and had not gone farr in the 
Vallie before ſhe met with a very doleful ſpectacle. 
She ſaw five or fix horſemen compleatly arm'd 
ſtandings about two miſerable creatures, who were 
tyed fait to two Trees, and whom two or three men 
on foot tortured in many ſeveral faſhions ; they 
ſqueeze! their fingers between cicft ſticks, wrung 
their fore-heads with twiited cords, and made them 
ſuffer all the rorments, which are commonly ufed ta 
force confeſſion from the mouthes of guilty perſons; 
Thaleſtris could not well diſcern all their actions, 
but when ſhe was near enough, ſhe heard him 
that commanded the reſt, who drawing near thoſe 
unfortunate wretches : Since you are fo obſtinate 
( faid he ) and fo reſolved to dye, you ſhalldye; 
hang them therefore ( continued he ) let them 
rem:in upon thoſe branches to feed the crows ; 
The minitters of that rigid Office, were already be- 
cinaing to put ropes about the necks of thoſe un- 
happy creatures, when the Queen abhorring that 
crueity, took a dart out of H:ppolitz's hand, and - 
ruſhing in amongſt them, preſented the point of it'to 
tneir faces, threatning them with death if they ef- 
fected that cruel commiſſion, Fear made them 
hold their hands, but the horfmen incenſed by that 
boldneſs clapt theirs upon their ſwords, and: he who 
appeared to be the chief of them addrefling himſelf 
to Th-leſtris : Whoſoever thou art ( ſaid he )) unleſs 
thou bringefſt an expreſs order from the Queen, 
thou art very inſolent to oppoſe her pleaſure. If 
it be a Queen, ( replyed the Amazone ) who hath 
commanded this execution, ſhe hath the 'wates of 
juitice open to puniſh malefa&tors, and this extra- 
ordinary manner of proceeding againit theſe poor 
wretches is an infallible mark of their innocency, 
and ſhall be the cauſe of their ſafety. The horſe- 
man exaſperated by that anſwer, and by the - hinde- 
rance Thaleſtris brought. to his intentions, Tooking 
upon her with eyes ſparkling with anger, If thou 
perfiiteſt longer ( faid he )to retard our defign, thou 
thy. ſelf ſhalt keep company with them whom 
thou woulaſt ſave. As he ended theſe words he drew 
his ſword, but the Amazone whoſe patience was at 


the uttmoſt, ſtaid not titfhe began, Þut falling ſud- 


denly upon him, ſhe ſtruck the point of her Ja- 
vcline in at his throat, and it. came forth in{tantly 
Qqa 3-4 behind 


behind him, fo that he tumbled dead among his 
horſes feet; ſhe loſt not time in pulling out her 
Javeline, but drawing her ſword flew among the 
companions of him ſhe had killed, and ſeeing the 
\ neareſt of them had his arm up to ſtrike at her, 
ſhe prevented him with a back blow which cut it off 
above the elbow, and made it fall with his ſword 
upon the ground. Hippolira ſeconded her Mi- 
ſtreſs vigorouſly, and ofthree enemies which yet re- 
mained on horſe-back, ſhe charged one with a great 
deal of courage, the other two made furiouſly at the 
Queen, but her choler being ſtirred up to the ex- 
tremity, ſhe quickly ſhewed them proofs of her ad- 
mirable valour, and having received ſome blows 
upon her arms, ſhe aimed her ſword at the more ea- 
ger of them ſo unfortunately for him, that having 
hght upon the ſpace between his head-piece and his 
Curaſs, it took his head from his ſhoulders, and 
made it rowl gpon the graſs; the laſt diſmaid with 
_ that ſtrange blow, turned about his horſe to ſave 
himſelf by flight, and the Queen who thought ſhe 
had ſhed blood enough, troubled not her ſelf to fol- 
low him. but turning toward H:ppolira, ſhe ſaw her 
victorious over her man, who wounded in many 
places, lay biting the earth with his companions. 
After this execution the valiant Queen having no 
more enemies to fight withall, commanded Hip: 1:- 
za to untie the two men and ſet them at liberty. HZip- 
polira alighted to obey her, and ſhe had no ſooner 
cut the bonds wherewith they were faſtned to the 
Trees, but they fell upon their knees before their va- 
tant deliverer, and embraced her legs with actions 
full of reſpe&, and acknowledgement. W hoſoe- 
ver youare (crycd they ) whoſe valour fo well re- 
preſents the image- of our Maſter to us, hope that 
heaven will recompence you for ſo good a deed, and 


believe that your arms were never employed for | 
| her; and to paſs the reft of the day leſs tediouſy, 


more innocent perſons. The Queen finding ſome- 
thing that pleaſed her inthe behaviour of thoſe two 
men, had a mind to know their names, and the cauſe 
of the perſecutions they had undergone, and ſhe no 
ſooner had expreſſed that deſire, after ſhe had bid- 
den them riſe, but they readily obeyed her, and one 
of them ſpeaking for both, Sir ( ſaid he ) we are of 
a Country ſar remote from this, and we have no- 
thing more conſiderable in us, than the honour of 
having paſſed the beſt part of our lives in the ſervice 
of the braveſt and moſt generous Prince in the world. 
Scythia isour Country, our names are Toxars and 
'Loncates, and {ince ſo high an obligation forbids us 
to conceal any thing from our valiant Nefender; we 
will confeſs that the Prince whom we have ſerved is 
the great Oroondates Prince of Scythia, The man 
would have gone on, but Thaleſtris remembrins 
ſhe had heard the Prince and Araxes ſpeak of 
thoſe two faithful ſervants, caſt her eyes upon H1p- 
polira, and praiſing her deſtiny, which in the perſons 
of men had made her do ſervice to a Prince for whom 
ſhe had a very greateſteem, ſhe appeared extream- 
ly ſatisfied with this encounter, and ſtretching out 
her hands to them, you are not unknown to me, 
ſaid ſhe) but now I have done you this good of- 
ce, I will alſo reſtore you to your Maſter, who 
affords me a place in the number of his friends, and 
in whom your fidelity has cauſed an exceeding 
crouble for your loſs. Toxaris and Loncates, who 
had not hoped in ſo ſhort a time for their lives, their 
liberties, and their Maſter,who wrs dearer to them 


than both, were tranſported with joy at this pro- | Queen, who preſented them to him, which - 
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miſe, and having caſt themſelves once again at 71, 
leſtriſes teet, teitiftied by their actions of what w 
ture the affection was which they bore unto they 
Maſter, The Queen having confirmed her promig 
commandedthem to follow her, and the two $cyj 
ans being mounted upon two of their {lain enemig 
horſes, took her way again to Polemons houſe whey 
ſhe arrived within a little after. 

Lyſrmachus, Ptolomens, Eumenes and Arayy 
were in the Court when ſhe came in, and as ſoon x 
Lyſimacha ſaw her appear he ran to meet her, 
helping her from ker horſe, kiſſed her hand in allhy 
mility, and received her affable ſalutation wi 
great reſpect. 

After the firſt words of civility, Lyſimachu Pre 
ſented his companions to her, of whom he hy 
ſpoken to them in tearms which had firuckey 
them into an admiration of her valour, that the 


* names of thoſe great perſonages were alrcady þ 


well known through the whole world, and the 
Queen by hearing Lyſimachu pronounce them, 
preſently knew what ſhe ought to pay them, 4 
raxes no ſooner ſaw Loncatcs and Toxaris appear, 
buthe ran to them full of joy for their return, and 
embraced them with an extream afticEtion, The 
fair Amazone having ſtaid awhile with the Princes 
in areſpectful and obliging converſation, was defi 
ous to ſee Oroondates; both to give him an ac. 
count of her little voyage, and to preſent him hi 


two ſervants, but Zyſmackizs by the Counſel of 


Amintas prayed her to defer her vifit till the next 
morning, becauſe the Prince had that day commit 
ted ſuch exceſſes as were able to impair the health 
of one leſs weakened than he was. The Queen 
had much ado to conſent to that delay, but inthe end 
did,it as well by reaſon of their entreaties, as incon- 
fideration of the Prince, who was wmiiinitely dearto 


Lyſimachus delired Hippolita to favour both his 
friends and himſelf with the recital of ker Miſtreſle 
adyentures, and the Qucen having given her leave, 
ſhe recounted them almoſt in the ſame manners 
they had been told to Oroondares; but as that di 
courſe wrought great admiration in the Princes 
ſo did it waken ſad remembrances in The 
lefris, and put her ſome time into a melanchol 
ly, which made them almoſt repent their cuts 
ſity. | 

; the interim Oroondates joyning his ſiſters de 
parture to his other afflictions, and ſeeing the day 
paſs without hearins any news of her, fell into very 
ſenſible diſquiets ; he often enquired after her of 
Araxes who alone came into his Chamber, and ſee 
ing he could learn nothing when night came on, be 
was exccſſively afflicted at thataccident, The next 
day as ſoon as the Phyſitian gave way he ſhould be 
ſeen, Thaleſtris went into his Chamber, followel 
by the Princes, and by the faithful ſervants whidl 
ſhe brought back unto their Maſter. Orooncatt 
no ſooner ſaw her enter, but he raiſed himſelf upon 
his pillow as much as he was able, and welcom 
her with great reſpeQ and ſubmiſſion, he received 
the Princes with the ſame civility, but when after 
them he ſaw the two ſervants he had loſt,upontheſ 
knees by his bed-ſide, he was ſurpriſed with aſto 
niſhment, and ſeized at the fight of them with mud 
joy and tenderneſs. He caft his arm yhich 
out of the bed about their necks, and asking the 
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ſhe had hapned to find them, ſhe told him the truth 
eit inafew words. At the knowledge of that o- 
blipation the Prince broke forth into the molt ac- 
knowledgin expreſſions he could invent, to give 
her thanks Tor ſo great a favour, and ſhe received 
them ſo modeſtly that ſhe engaged him almoſt as 
much by the civility of her diſcourſc,as ſhe had done 
by the effects of her valour. He afterwards would 
have enquired concerning Berenice, but ſhe pre- 
| rented him, by relating the ſucceſs of her ſhort jour- 
ney, and repeating the words of the Oracle that had 


| been given her, Oroondares thereby reccived a dou- 


tle conſolation, one by the promiſe the gods made 
 timto take care of his ſiſter, which ought to put an 


| end to all the trouble he was in for her ; the other by 
| the hopesthey gave Thaleſtr;s whoſe intereſts were 
 extreamly dear to him ; When he had talked with 
F her awhile about the words of the Oracle, and had 
| endeavoured to find the gentlelt ſenſe of them, and 
E - leſs cruel expoſition than that ſhe made, he entrca- 
| ted the company to pardon the deſire he had,to learn 
E intheir preſence, the cauſe that had fo lons retarded 
© the return of his ſervants, which was like to have 
| ſome important reaſon; and asking T o-xaris what it 
| was, he {tept back in the preſence of ſo many per- 
| ſons whom he knew not, and made ſome difficulty 
| of ſpeaking in fo much company touching his Ma- 
| fters ſecret affairs, but he knowing the cauſe of his 
| ſilence, and being willing to take away his jea- 
| foufie, ſpeak ( ſaid he) Toxaris, and Ciſguiſe no- 
| thing before theſe illuſtrious friends, who are not at 
| all fuſpeRted to me, and from whom I never will 
| conceal any thing. Toxaris having received this 
| command came forward again, and thus begin tis 
{ Narration, 


The Hiſtory of Roxana. 


| \VAYk were within a days journey of this place, 


when your Highneſs after having heard of 


| Alexanders death, commanded me to go to Baby- 
| lntdenquirenews of Queen Sratir.r, and of other 


perſons in whom you had an intereſt. I rode thither 
with ſpeed enough, and arrived at the City when tt 
began to grow dark, I found all full of mourning, 
diforder, and confuſion, and in that general hurlibur- 


| IyThad much ado to get a lodging, I will not detain 


you with the condition in which the Kings death had 
putall things at Babyio, you are better informed of 
that than I, and theſe great Princes whom [ ſee with 


| you, whoſe intereſts were the moſt conſidera- 
| ble, and whoſe ſidins made part of thoſe diſorders, 
{ May have acquainted you with the circumitances of 


them, I willonly tell you, that at the firſt news 1 
aked concerning the Queen, I heard ſhe was at the 
Caſtle of Calcts, whither, by reaſon of ſome indiſ 
polition, ſhe had retired with the Princeſs her ſiſter 
alittle before her husbands death. Not being ab'e 
learn any thing more particularly, I went out of 
my lodging, and in the darkneſs and general trouble, 
[reſolved tomake uſe of all my induttry, to inſtruct 
my ſelf in all thoſe things which you deſired to know, 
and which might be advantageous to your intenti- 
Ons, : 

By the abode of four or five moneths you had for- 


; merly made at Babylon with King Darin, I was 


perfect in all the ſtreets of the City, and knew par- 
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ticularly all the lodgings of the Palace beyond the 
Lake, where Dari commonly kept his Court, 
where King Alexander died, and where Queen Ro.v- 
ana lay at that time. I walked a great while up and 
down the ſtreets, where I ſawa thouſand images of 
deſolation, ſorrow, and univerſal affrightment ; the 
windows of all the inhabitants were full of lighted 
Torches, which burned in a mournful faſhion ; there 
were heard in many houſes as loud cryes as if in his 
death they had found their gencralloſs ; all the pafſa- 
ges were chained,and there were fires,and Corps de 
garae mm every Market place, and alithe croſs ſtreets 
were full ofarmed men, who ranked themſelves ac- 
cording to the different parties,& whereof the great- 
e{t number deſired nothing but ſedition and diſorder, 


| One might fee thePrinces who ſtood for great offices, 


and for the ſoveraign Authority paſs up and down, 
ſeverally guarded, either according to their credit, 
or according to their quality, andin ſhort, all things 
reprefented a new face of affairs, I confſiderd them 
no further than I thought they might be uſeful to 
your intereſts, and after having wandered about a 
long hour to no purpoſe, I cameto the Palace where 
Roxana was lodged, and whereof all the corners 
are as well known to me as if I had dwelt there all 
my life. Ifound ſo great a number of Guards about 
the Gate, that I preſently deſpaired of getting in, 
and indeed I was thinking to go my way, when I ſaw 
Perdiccas cone followed with fo great a train, that 
the ſtrect was even quite filled with it. As ſoon ag 
he was named, the Guards made a lane to give him 
paſſage ; and though there was order given to ſuffer 
but few to enter with him, the croud was too ſtrong 
for the refiitance of thoſe that kept the Gate; and 1 
thruſt my ſelf ſo cloſe among the reſt, that I was of 
the number of thoſe that got in, Perdiccas having ask- ' 
ed where theQueen was;heard that ſhe expected him 
inthe Garden, whither ſhe was gone down by rea- 
ſon of the exceſſive heat which had been that day, 
and where, upon the Bank of the River which 
waſhes the ſide of it, the was taking the cool air with 
ſome of her women. Perdiccas having croſſed 
through two Courts,came to the GardenGate,where 
we likewiſe found a very {trons Guard,and where, 
with as mu-h ado as before, Iat laſt got in with him. 
The Torches were all left without in the Court,and 
the Moon which gave light enough forthe Qneen to 
walk by, ſerved alſo for the diſcourſe between her 
and Perdiccas, TI will not deſcribe the faſhion of her 
habit, it was ſo dark could not well diſcern it, all 
that I was able to obſerve,was, that ſhe had already 
put on her nizht dreſſing,and that the reſt of her ap- 
parel was black, ſutable to the condition ſhe then 
was in, Perdicca; went up to heralone, andall thoſe 
that came in with him ſtaying at the end of an Ally, 
Roxana's women did the ſame, and leſt her at liber- 
ty to'talk with him. We could not hear any thing 
they ſaid, but within a while after, ſeeing them take 
their walk in an Ally, upon the edge oi the {tream, 
cloſe by which I knew there was another that was co- 
vered, wherein I might follow them ſtep by ſtep, 
and hear all their converſation, I refolved to hazard 
ſomething, that I might find an occaſion to do you 
ſome ſervice, That which made me have ſuch a de- 
fire to hearken to them, that to fatisfie it I put my. 
ſelf in danger, was the knowledge I had of the 
mortal hatred Roxara bore to Qneen Starrra z 
and my belief that in that revolution of affairs, 


has in thoſe enterviews with Perdiceas by 


night, . 


night, ſhe might perchance contrive ſomething a- 
eain(t her. That ſuſpition, which within a while after I 


ſhould have thought had been inſpired into me by | 
| the gods, if they had ſuffered me to make uſe of it | 


to prevent thoſe miſchiefs, incited me to play the 
ſpy. and for that purpoſe ſlipping along a pale with- 
out being taken notice of, or having my intention 
ſo much as dreamt of, I ſtole into that covered Ally, 
on the out-ſide whereof &Xoranz and Perdiccas were 
walking, My deſign ſucceeded as I could have W1- 
ſhed, and thinking no body overheard them, they 
ſpake not ſo low, but that having nothing between 
them and me except a few boughs, I could caſily un- 
derſtand all they ſaid, I walked jult as they walked, 
| and turned at the end of the Ally as they did, but 
with as little noiſe and as much circumſpection as was 
poſſible. I knew by the firlt words I heard, that my 
ſuſpition was not cauſleſs, for after a little filence 
Perdicca ſpake on this manner. How great a de- 
ſgn ſoever I have to pleaſe and ſerve you, Madam, I 
cannot but feel a repugnancy againit the propoſition 
you make to me, and I cannot without horror re- 
member that to obey you I mult imbrue my hands 
in the blood of two women, of two great and vertu- 
ous Princeſſes, whereof one was the wife of my Kins, 
and the other is the widow of my friend ; their ſex, 
their quality, and the memory of their brave illuitri- 
ous husbands, divert both my arm and heart from 
that attempt ; and I could willingly wiſh ſome other 
more gentle and more fitting expedient might be 
found to ſatisfie you,. and to cſtabliſh that ſecurity 
you demand. Itisnot (and1 call the gods to wit- 
neſs) thar I would refuſe the moiſt dangerous occaſli- 
ons tv obey you ; nor, but that the honour your Ma- 
jeſty does me to link my intereſt with yours, is more 
conſiderable to me than all the fortune I can pretend 
to by otker means ; but yet I cannot overcome thoſe 
difficulties in my ſoul, which ſome remainders of 
vertue produce there againſt this enterpriſe, and in 
this execution even my hand it ſelf refuſes to ſerve in 
the deſign I have to obey you. Perdiccas without 
doubt would have ſaid more, it the Queen had not 
interrupted him thus. One way be ſcrupulous as 
you are Perdiccas, when the queition is concerning 
leſs than the Empire of the world ; and I proteſt to 
you, I feel little Teſs repugnance than you do again!t 
this cruelty, to which we are compelled by the ne- 
ceſſity of our affairs ; but do you think there can be 
any ſecurity for the ſon and for the widow of Alex- 
ander, or for the Macedonian Princes, ſo lons as 
Darirs his daughters are alive * do you beliicve 
that this calm which Alexander ſettled with ſo 
much blood, and with ſo much difliculty, can lalt af 
ter his death ? and that the Perſians who ſubmitted 
but by force to the Macedonian yoke, will not take 
arms now for their lawful Princes, and uſe their en- 
deavours to reſtore the blood of their firſt Maſters 
to the Throne? If the cruelty of this cnterprize 
ſtrike horrour in you, remember Perdiccas, that it 
is not without example in all Monarchies, and that 
both amongſt us, and amongſt our Neighbours, we 
have no Age that cannot furniſh us with a good num- 
ber of preſidents. Did not Artaxerxes whom the 
whole world held for a very good Prince,and his ſuc- 
ceffor Occhas, both Predeceſſors to Darizs, ſecure 
theirEſtates by the blood of their children, and of 
their brothers? and if you would have freſher ones 
even in your own country, did not Queen Olimpias 
who is yet alive, the Mother of our deceaſed King, 


after King Ph:lip was dead, cauſe her rival c, 
trato be put to death, having firſt made 2 da . 
ter ſhe had by him, to be killed in her preſence he 
cauſe ſhe might poſſibly have one day raiſed lp 
trouble in her dominions ? And did not Alexy 
der himſeit our dear husband, and moſt honow 
King, whoſe memory 1s molt ſacred to us, andy 
whoſe actions onght to be the rules of our life, 
gin his ſo glorious Reign by the death of thy 
that were neareſt to him ? and when he came aug 
Macedonia, did he leave one of them alive yy 
could di{turb the calm he leſt there ? Conſider ngy 
Perdiccas, whether theſe perſons whom I havey. 
ledged, had ſo important reaſons as ours are, ay 
whether they upon light ſurmiſes and occafiongy 
ſmall weight did not execute that, which we do on 
of pure neceſſity,and for the conſervation of our lives 
and of the Empire of the world. Thoſe perfy 
( replycd Perdiccas) have by thoſe actions left he. 
miſhes upon their lives, which all the moſt Sala 
ones they ever performed, will never be able 
wipe out, and all the blackeſt deeds they ever cid 
canno way parallel the infidelity you enjoyn me ty, 
me Ifay, whoam not only a kinſman, and a ſubjq 
of Alexanders, but who amongit all about him, te. 
ceived the laſt glorious marks of his affection, ar 
of being preferred before ſo many other Princes wor. 
thy of the Kingdoms he hath left. In this ain 
( added Roxana) you will be fo far from offend 
ins Alexanders memory, that you will pive hin 
p: oofs of your fidelity, fince it 1s onely to ſecure the 
Empire to his ſon,that yon take them out of the worll 
who might diſpute it with him 3 And if to this conk 
deration, it be permitted to add that of your om 
intereſts, Perdiccas, remember what you co for your 
ſelf, ſince the leaſt recompence propoſed to you, is 
the ſoveraign authority which you will have over 
this ſon, whoſe Guardian you ſhall be,and which yo 
ſhall ſhare with his Mother whom you will havee- 
itabliſhed in it. 

Perdiccas demurred a while before he anſwer 
cd to this laſt diſcourſe of Roxana's, and they walk 
ed almoſt a whole turn in the Allie without ſpeaking 
but in the end Perdiccas breaking filence, I wilt 
to the gods, Mawam, ( ſaid he) that you coull 
content, and ſecure your ſelf by milder waies; theſ 
methinks are ſuch ſtrange ones, that I cannot diſpel 
my ſelf to follow them, but I defire this nights re 
ſpite to finiſh the overcoming of thoſe difficulties] 
findin my ſelf; to morrow as ſoon as you are fiir 
ring, I willlet your Majeſty know my laft reſolutt 
on, and I will rather die than give you occaſion 
repent the truſt you repoſe in me, and the favours 
you do me. Well Perdiccas ( replyed Roxana) 
grant you the time you demand, and I hope that by 
your la{t rcſolution, we ſhall both have cauſe to be 
ſatisfied. After theſe. words, Perdiccas bad the 
Queen good-night, and retiring to his followers well 
out of the Garden, I might have gone away wit 
him, but I was fo ſurpriſed, and aſtoniſhed at the 
things I had heard, that Ithought n-t of my depar- 
ture, and ſeeing that the Queen without ſtirring ol 
of that Allie, called Heſone whom ſhe loved belt of 
all her women,and commanded the reſt to {tay wnere 
they were, I hada mind to hear that ſecond conv 
ſ:tion, whereby I believed I might fully iuſtructm) 
ſelf touching that deteſtable defign which was 1 gr 
tation againſt thoſe poor Princeſſes, Roxana fat 
down upon a green ſodded bank, and as yh 
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came near her ; I have much ado (ſaid 
to perſwade Perdiccas to what | deſire for our 

an ſecurity, and he ſticks at conſiderations, 
-hthe ambition of reigning ought to have extin- 
med in his mind. I do not think it {trange, (re- 
plyed Heſione; ) and that which your Majeity re- 
es, hath ſomething ſo cruel in ir, that I cannot 
remember it without horror, nor without wonder- 
ing a5 at a prodigy, how the thirit of reigning, can 


oO 
have choked 1n you that pity which is natural to wo- 
men, and have carried you to ſuch bloody refolutions 
"ut Princeſſes who have a near relation to you, 
qhom heretofore you accounted dear,and wo have 
1 way offended you; Pardon me, Madam, if 1 
peak with too much liberty,I am ſo afirighted ar this 
horrible change of your humour, that | have not un- 
derftanding enough left to approve tneſe inhumane 
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reaſons of ttate, which demand ſuch violent executi- | 


ns. Roxana hearkned to theſe words of Hcfrone, 
without interrupting her, and having remained a 


| while without anſwering otherwiſe than by two 0 
| threefighes, Ah / Heſfione ( faid ſhe at Taft ) how 


juſt would thy wonder be, if thou wert not well in- 
fructed in my moſt ſecret thoughts, and with how 
much reaſon might?{t thou appear affrighted at this 


| change ofmy humour, if l had not truſted thee with 
| the cauſe of it a thouſand times; thou knowelt (O 
| difembling Hefione) that my inclinations to crucity 
FF ze not ſtrong enough to move me to ſuch bloody 
| tragedies, meerly out of maxime of itate, and out of 


adefire to reign ; that onely ſerves for a pretext to 
more powerful incitements, and to cover a paſſh»n 


| more violent than ambition ; nor do | love the crown 


enough to violate both divine and humane Laws for It 


| done, Alas! Heſione, thouart not ignorant of this 


truth, thou knowelt that love hath blotted out of my 
foul, all that was good and reaſonable in it hereto- 
fore,& that my jealouſic arms myhand more potently 
againſt myRival,than ambition doth againſt my com- 
petitor for theEmpirezthe remembrance of ungra: eful 


| Orcondates kindles my indignation acain{t her that 


took him from me, and his image never comes into 
my memory without enflamings my 2nger againit 
that proud beauty which triumphed over me in the 
foul of that inhumane Prince 3 While the hope of her 
lawful poſſeſſing him was forbidden her by the life 
of the King her husband, I bore my misfortune 
patiently ; but now that by the death of Alex. 


| ander the way to it lyes open for her, and that 


| ſee them upon the very brink of that felicity, 


| which Thave vainly oppoſed, Ihad rather ſhe ſhould 
| periſh, and that the whole world ſhould periſh 


with her, than that I ſhould become ſubject to 
tioſe ſenſible aflictions. I know by the report of 
Arbates, who is returned out of Scyrhia whither 
Ihad ſent him, that Oroondares is {till alive, and he 
bath quitted his own Country to return again in- 
tours; he fees her perchance every day, that vi- 
Qorious enemy of Roxana's, and contrives with her 
tielaſt effects of that ingratitude which he alwayes 
Was guilty of tome; Here it is O Zeftoxe / that I 
wnfels my weakneſs, and that I am conſtrained to 
wow, that neither time, reſentment, nor duty, 

ve beenable to prevail avainſt my former paſſion, 
and that notwithſtanding I am Alexanders widow, 
Mtwithftanding that Oroondates is ingrateful, I love 
him ill more than my ſelf, and that ſleeping or 
Waking that inſenſible man, too lovely, ard too 
much beloved, comes inceſſantly before me, and 


a 


that inveterate paſſion hath taken too deepa root in 
= ſoul, to be ever pull'd up but by the end of my 
7 -- ; 

After this confeſſion, Heſione, doſt thou think 1 
will ſuffer my everlaſting Rival to enjoy a happineſs, 
which ſhe cannot build but upon the ruins of my re- 
poſe? and that I will permit that infolent woman, 
who during the life of my husband, deprived me 
with tyranny of the better part of his affetions, 
{hould make her ſelf ſport with my miſerable deſti- 
ny? Ah! no Heſione, hope not for ſuch mean ſpi- 
rited effects of my patience, and believe that to free 
my ſeltofthat bitter enemy of my life, 1 will tram- 
p:e underfoot all the conſiderations of blood, of du- 
ty, and even of the fear we have of the gods : Aﬀter 
her deitruction, let the ingrateful man perſevere in 
his hard heartedneſs toward me, and. let him be un- 
ſenſible both of the proofs of my love, and of the ad- 
vantages I can offer him in the condition of my for- 
tune ; T ſhall however have this ſatisfaRion, that 
if I cannot make his difdains to ceaſe, I ſhall at 
leaſt have taken away the cauſe of them, and that 
Stutira ſhall not brag, ſhe triumphed over Rox- 
ana unpuniſhed, Roxana brought forth theſe 
worcs with a vehemence which ſufficiently ſhewed 
the violence of that paſſion that animated her, and 
Heſione,who had given ear to her without interrupti- 
on, ſaid thus at the end of her diſcourſe ; But Mas 
dam, what is your laſt intention? an4 if you will 
permit my zeal to beg of you the continuation of 
that truſt wherewith your Majelty hath ever honour- 
ed me, what do you pretend to by the death of 
thoſe Princeſſes? I thought ( replyed Roxana ) 
[ hai explained my ſelf enough, and that I had left 
thee nu occaſion to be ignorant of my intentions, 
but ſince thou demandeſt a more ample declaration, 
know, that I will firſt diſpatch that rival out of the 
world, which hath gotten thoſe advantages over me 
Loth inthe heart of Oroondares, and in that of Alex- 
ander, whereby I have been ciſ-honoured; and 
when Orocondates with her, hath loſt his utmoſt 
hopes, I do not think he will be ſo blind as not to 
know his fortune, nor ſo diſdainful as to contemn 
thoſe greatnefſes to which I can raiſe him; In the 
condition I now am, Iam not ſo ill-favoured, but 
that with a good part of the wprld, whereof I can of- 
fer him the diſpoſing, I may|pretend to ſome part 
in his atteCtion, and perhaps there is not a Prince in 
all the world, that would not buy his condition even 


with the hazard of his life ; to this conſideration, I 


by the by, joyn thoſe of the ſtate, and in contenting 
my paſſion I ſecure my own authority, and that of 
the ſon which may be born of ine; that reaſon was 
not trong enough alone to perſwade me to an actt- 
on apgaini{t which conſcientious people would have 
ſome repugnance, but If I be ſo unfortunate as to ſee 
my ſelf deceived in my firſt hopes, and to {trive in 
vain to change Oroonaates his inclinations, I ſhall at 
leaſt have this pleaſure to have wreaked my hatred, 
and fatisfed my jealouſie, in deitroying her, ' who 
hath deſtroyed my repoſe, and in d=privinz that in- 
orateful man of the object of his hopes, and of the 
occaſion of his ſcorn ; and fince there 1s 2 neceſſity 
of ſhedding blood to ſecure the Throne to my ſon, ard 
to my ſelf, I ſhall have this conſolation, to have ſa- 
crificed no boy to thoſ? maximes but thoſe per- 
ſons whom by more powerful reafons 1 was compel- 
led to hate, 


I be- 
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I believe Roxana would have ſaid more, and had 
- continued to hearken to her with the ſame attention, 
if 1 had not been unfortunately ſurprized in that 
employment; I had thruit my head almoſt quite a- 
mong the boughes which grew along the fide of 
the Allie, and was ſo attentive to her diſcourſe, 
( though there was great occaſion to fear, and to 
miltrult in an enemies place as that where I then was) 
that ſome of Roxana's maids were come into the 
ſame allie, and were gotten cloſe to me before I per- 
ceived them ; As Toon as I turned my head, I faw 
my ſelf encompaſſed with them, and the more fear- 
ful ofthem crying out of a ſudden,” the Guards that 
were in the Garden, and who by Roxana's expreſs 
command ſtood but at a little diitance from her, came 
running preſently, and entring at both ends of the 
walk, deprived me of all poſlibility of eſcaping ; I 
would have attempted it, which made me the more 
ſuſpected, and the more guilty, but I was inſtantly 
laid hold on, ſearched and examined ; they found 
no other arms about me but my ſword, and to their 
examination, I anſwered that | was a voluntier in 
Peraiccas his Troops, that I came into the Garden 
with him, and that having wandered through curioſi- 
ty into that Allic, 1 had not ſeen when he went a- 
way. They to whom I gave this account (not be- 
ing ſatisfied with my anſwers, and ſuſpecting me 
of ſome wicked deſign) began to threaten me with 
death if I told not the truth, and preſenting the 
points of their Javelines at me, they indeed itruck 


me with ſome apprehenſion. I was in fear of my | 


ſafety among thoſe men to whom I was unknown, 
and who with probability might accuſe of ſome 
evill intention, and 'twas ealily to be obſerved in 
my face, and in my words ; when Rorana who 
had heard the noiſe, and who began to learn the 
cauſe of it, commanded me to be brought before her. 
They quickly fetched ina great many Torches out 
of the next Court, and they that held them put:- 
ins them near unto my face, gave the Queen 
and thoſe that were with her, means to conſider 
me intentivly. She ask'd me the ſame queitions, 
- and I anſwered in the ſame manner as | had done 
the reſt ; but the eſtate ofher affairs, and that ofher 
conſcience, making her ſure of all things, ſhe ſent to 
Perdiccas to ſee if he would own me, and ſecing 
me faulter in my anſwers, ſhe began to have a very 
ill opinion of me, 2nd was ready to give ſome fa- 
tal order againſt me, when one of thoſe who ſtood 
near her, having known'me by the light of the 
Torches, made himſcf away, and coming to me, 
OFoxaris (ſaid he) is it you? I inſtantly lift up 
my head, overjoyed to meet one of my acquain- 
tance in that neceſſity, and fixing my eyes upon 
his face, I knew the man who had ſpoken to me, to 
be Arbates, that faithle's ſervant of yours ( that 
had been ) who corrupted by Roxana's preſents, 
ſtole the Bracelet from you at Damaſcus, which 
you had received from Sratira ; whoa great while 
after carried it to her with the Letter you writ unto 
Roxana; and who in ſhort, had managed all that 
treachery which cauſed ſuch bloody effects, and 
from which almoſt all your loſſes have proceeded. 
Although his infidelity made me to abhor him, I 
confeſs I was glad to ſee him at that time, hoping that 
by reaſon of our old acquaintance, he would be a 
means to procure my ſafety and my liberty, as ſoon 
asI had perfealy called him to mind, and gotten 
a little confidence by that encounter ; Yes, Arbates 
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P art, Ill 
( faid T) I am Toxars, Then I preſently fy 
falſe man drawn near unto Roxana, and hayi 
fired audience for two or three words, he f,, 
to her a while ſo ſoftly that no body could ove 
him, and when they had done talking, Roxay, " 
ing towards one of the Captains of her Guarg: c, 
ry this fellow ( ſaid ſhe ) to a place of ſecurity | 
uſe him according to the directions of Arbates 
ſhall let you know my pleaſure. At that comn 
they took me from before her, who went out gf th 
Garden at the ſame time, and Arbates guidin hi 
that led me out of the Palace, I was brougk to 
houſe which was appointed for my priſon, where 
ſet guards upon me, whoſe lives were to anſyer ; 
if 1 eſcaped. ' 
I continued that night, and the next day, in gry 
apprehenfions and diſquiets, among which the fy 
of death was not my chiefeſt trouble ; Not but the 
in effect I was afraid of ir, and had a ſenſe of 
puniſhment which uſes to be inflicted upon Spies 
eſpecially thoſe who hearken after the fecrets of 
vereigns, and principally of ſuch as are in the, 
dition Roxana was, fince I might have been fy, 
pected to have had ſome deſign againſt her perſon 


and to have been dealt withal by ſome of the conn. 


ry party, and by thoſe who had an intereſt in her 
death ; but to that apprehenſion I joyned my fy. 
row that I could not make uſe of the mercy th 
goocs had ſhewed me, and that 1 could not preven 
the murther of thoſe great Princeſſes, by the notice 
I ſhould have giventhem of that conſpiracy if [had 
been at liberty ; I was alfo very much afflicted that] 
could not return to your Highneſs to give youmn 


_ account of the Commiſhon you had employed mein; 


not doubting but you were impatient of my delay, 
That day 1 was viſited by Arbares, who highly 
cndeared the good office he had done me, and pro. 
teſted to me with oaths, that, but for his interceſſon 
with the Queen, my ruine had been inevitable; he 
afrerward promiſed me the continuation of higen- 
deavours on my behalf, and made me hope for al 
manner of good uſage, To ſay truth, that I received 
was not- ill for a priſoner, and the next day I ſaws 


- companion brought into me when I leaſt expect 


him ; It was Loncares, whom your Highneſs had ſrt 
after me to Babylon by reaſon of my ſtay, and who 
having unluckily met Arbates, was known by him, 
and by his direction ſeized upon by Roxana's guard, 
who brought him preſently to the ſame place where 
I was. Inthat Arbates was imprudent, for if he had 
had kept us in ſeveral priſons, he might much more 
calily have drawn from us what Recxana had a 
mind to know, than by putting us both into the 
ſame chamber, where we had leifure enough to 
inſtruct one another, and to conform our anſwers, 
that we might not be intrapt if they examined us#- 
part. When [ had given Lozcates an account of the 
cauſe of my impriſonment, and of the words I had 
heard from Roxana and Perdiccas touching the de: 
ſign they had againſt the Queen Sratira, and the Prin 
ceſs her ſiſter; Loncates with a ſorrowful look told 
me he began to hear a whiſpering in the Town, thit 
thoſe poor Princeſſes were dead already ; and that 
he, having been at the Palace of Queen Sy/igar##s 


had heard cryes, and ſeen faces that confirmed him 


that opinion. That news ſurpriſed me with a mor- 
tal affliction, and conſidering how it ſuited with the 
words I had over-heard, I no longer doubted of the 
lamentable deſtiny of thuſe poor Ladies. We 
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Book. II. 


ent all the reſt of the day, and the next in 
a loſs, wherein we knew you would have 
{| ſhare, and we had not yet dryed up 
hen Arbates (followed with a guard)came 
nto our Chamber, and told us he had order tro bring 
us before the Queen, and that we ought to hope for 
as00d ſaccels from the ſight of her. We were fo 
Jeiected with grief, that we received that meſſage 
withan indifferent countenance, and without inform- 
1s our ſelves of Roxan.”s intentions, we followed 
4'batesto the Palace, It was already a good while 
within night, and Roxana was 1N her bed; the Guard 
brought us tO the Chamber door, but only Arbates, 
and fome of her women went in with us, and bring- 
15 us onthe far ſide of the bed, ſhewed us Roxana 
:1 a condition able to have cauſed love in perſons 
that had not been prepoſſeſſed with powerful reaſons 
to hate her ; the ſcaſon being very hot, ſhe was al- 
moſt half naked in her bed, and her arms and neck 
vite uncovered, ſet forth ſuch beauties as in the 
opinion of other Judge's would have found few e- 
quals in the world; her head dreſſing though negli. 
gent was not unbecoming, anq her whiteneſs in a 
place where all things were black, had a very ex- 
traordinary luſtre ; Onely Heſrone itaycd at her beds 


Weſp 
bewailing 
the greate 
our tears, W 


| fect, and her other maids being retired into the next 


room with Arbates, Roxana after having looked a 
while upon us, ſpake on this manner. It I did not 
belicve you to be civil men, and that you have gain- 
ed vertue and diſcretion by beins near the Prince 
whom you have the honour to ſerve, I ſhould not 
uſe youin a faſhion quite extraordinary for perſons 
of my quality, fince however you cannot dis-avow 
but that you are faulty, and that one of you has been 
taken in an ation, which in all cuſtoms, and all Na- 
tionsmakes him worthy of death ; but the breeding 
you have had with a Prince who is an Enemy to all 


| evill thoughts, does partly juſtifie your intentions, 


and although they ſhould be criminal, his conſide- 
ration is ſufficient to make me forgive the moſt un- 
pardonable offences, and to move me to forget all 
the deſigns you could have had even againſt my life 
itſelf; I will therefore pardon you, whatſocver you 
can have attempted againſt me, but I will have your 
Maſter thank me for it, and after this ſmall proof of 
the continuation of my good will to him, he ſhall re- 
ceive others that are greater,and of more importance; 
I ſee my ſelf now in a condition, wherein I can make 
the greatneſs of my fortune ſupply the defect of thoſe 


| qualities of my perſon which he hath diſdained, and 
| wherein nevertheleſs after his diſdains, Alexander 


found ſomething he thought conſiderable.I am aſham- 
eto make you this confeſſion, but my weakneſs 
has ſhewed it ſelf but too much already, and my 
opinion of you is good enough to believe, that you 
wil not abuſe the confidence I have in you ; *tis by 
i, and by advantages which are not deſpicable that 
! would oblige you totell me news of your Maſter, 
an] to let me know the place of his abode ; deſiring 
(0 other requital of you, but that alone, both for the 
pardonT grant you, and for the preſents lintend you. 
The ſubtil Queen ſpoke to us in words to this effect ; 


but we heard nothing from her, which we had not 


expected, and beins we had prepared our ſelves for 
the anſwer we ſhould make, 1 found no great difficul- 
ty toreply: Madam, although the fault I have com- 
mitted be full of innocence and ſtupidity, my com- 
Panion and 1 receive the pardon your Majeſty grants 
VasS a meer mercy, and as an effc& onely of your 
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goodneſs, and I would it pieaſcd the gods, that ins 
acknowledgment, you required ſuch proofs of our 
obedience as were 1n our power, and that we could 
tell where to give our Prince an account of the ho- 
nour you do him to keep him {till in your remem- 
brance ; but the place of his abode is unknown to us; 
ſince the time he left Scyrhia, after the defeat of Zo: 
pirio, we have wandred in vain from Province to ' 
Province, to enquire for him ; 'twas onely that deſign 
which brought us into this Country, where he has 
formerly had occaſions of ſtay, and will make us pro- 
ſecute our ſearch unto the worlds end. Roxana was 
not ſatisf1'd with this anſwer, and having expreſſed 
as much by ſhaking her head ; If Idid notknow ( ſaid 
ſhe )that you are not ignorant of the affetionT have 
born to Oroondates, I ſhould believe you apprehend- 
ed ſome danger to him in this encounter; but ſince 
( by my misfortune ) it is but too well known, you 
cannot fear that the ſight I deſire of your Maſter can 
be difadvantageous to him, You know already thatl 
have loved him but too much for my quiet, and you 
mult {till know whether I will or no, that I love him 
yet more than myſelf; you conſtrain me to a confeſ- 
ſion that makes me bluſh, but it alſo ſecures youfrom 
all the miſtruſts you might have for your Maſter, and 
you are but too well aſſured, that 'tis onely to ſhare 
my fortune with him, that I ſo much' defire to ſee 
him again; donot therefore any longer conceal what 
I fo fain would know of you,fince Iam better inſtru- 
cd in your affairs than you imagine. Ir is true, 0- 
rooadates went out of Scythia"after the defeat of Zo- 
pirio, but I know whom he took along with him, 
and that onely Araxes, and you two attended him 
in that journey. We were a little ſurpriſed to hear 
that the Queen was ſo well informed, but weloſt not 
our confidences, and perſiſted fo firmly in our reſo- 
lution, that ſhe could draw nothing elſe from us, 
though ſhe joyned threats tothe promiſes ſhe had 
made us ; when ſhe ſaw we could be ſhaken by nei- 
ther, ſhe commanded us to be carried back again,and 


| onely ſaid tous before Arbares, you are unworthy 


of the uſage you receive from me, and by your in- 
diſcreet ob{tinacy, you do your Maſter a very ill of- 
fice. But know you ought not longer to abuſe my 
goodneſs, nor the conſideration 1 have of you for 
his ſake; I give you yet a few dayes tobethink your 
ſelves, go, and remember that you are criminals, and 
priſoners to them that have you wholly in their pow- 
er. With theſe words ſhe commanded us tb be carri- 
ed away; and Arbates, guarded as before, conveyed 
us back unto our priſon ; when we were there he re- 
proved us very ſharply, and told'us that our death 
was unavoydable if we perſevered in our ftubborn- 
neſs; promiſing us on the other ſide, mountains of 
gold if we would obey the Queen, and alledging 
what ſhe had done for him, in reward of his intidelity; 
but that example cauſed a horror in us, in ſtead of an 
encouragement to what he deſired, and our averſion 
to that Traitor was too great to hearken to his coun- 
ſels, or to imitate his aCtions, 

The multiplicity of Roxana's affairs forced her to 
allow us a few dayes reſpite, during which we were 
reaſonably well uſed, and received no other perſe- 
cutions ſave thoſe of Arbates, who ſetting himſelf 
continually to torment us,hardly afforded us any time 
of intermiſſion ; but within a while after, he came to 
fetch us again, atthe ſame hour, and with the ſame 
Guard as the time before, and brought us to Roxana - 
in the ſame Chamber where we had ſeen her; _ 
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being reſolved to try all the wayes ſhe could, to fiſt 
that out of us which ſhe delired, received us with a 
great deal of gentleneſs, and as ſoon as we were 
come near her; Well Toxarts, well Loxcates ( ſaid 
ſhe, for ſhe had learnt our names from Arbares) will 
you not at lait be ſenſible ofthe requeſt I have made 
toyou? 2nd if the conſideration of intereit cannot 
move you, will you not out of generolity oblige a 
Queen who has truited you with her molt ſecret at- 
fetions, and who demands nothing of you, that 1s 
not advantageous to your Maſter ? for briefly that 
fidelity he itood ſo much upon to the deceaſed Queen 
Statira,is no longer now in ſeaſon; and fince the cru- 


elty ofher deſtinies has taken her from us, he ought | 


alſo to take her out of his remembrance ; he has too 
good a judgement to fix himſelf obſtinately upon the 
love of that which hath now no being,andto diſdain a 
fortune in mine, which perchance no other Prince in 
the world would contemn. Conſider friends, what 
I repreſent unto you, and be no longer wilful in con- 
cealing the retreat of him whom I love more dearly 
than my ſelf; youare cruel inthis action, and I am 
confident he will not juitifie you in it himſelf; for 
this ſinall ſervice I require of you, you may certainly 
hope for exceſſive recompences ; and you ſhall find 
me ſo ſenſible of this obligation, that your fortune 
ſhall be envicd by perſons of the higheſt quality. To 
theſe words, flattering Roxaza added many others, 
which were all without any effect, and Loncares 
anſwering, proteited with many oaths that we 
knew not where you were ; Iaccompanicd his pro- 
teſtations with mine, and we might ſifely ſwear it 
without oftending the gods, or wounding our con- 
ſciences, being well aſſured that you ſtaied not for 
us {till inthe ſaine place where we had left you, and 
not being able to gueſs what way you had taken af- 
terward. Roxana was no more ſatisfied than the 
former time, but becauſe ſhe, by common fame, 
knew the nature of Scythians, among whom death 
is ſo little conſidered, that the fear of it ſhakes them 
not from the ſlighteſt of their reſolutions, ſhe would 


not ſo ſoon fly to extremities, but contenting her ſelf 


with teliing us, that by her good uſage ſhe would 
force us to oblige her, ſhe commanded Arbares to 
carry us back again, and to give us, except liberty, 
whatſoever we inreaſon could deſire, We for ſome 
dayes after that, had a better table,. and were leſs 
ſtrictly looked to than before, but all the courſes 
that were taken could never get any thing out of 
us. Thercaſons thar madeus fo firm in our reſoluti- 
on were ſufficiently powerful ; We knew the hatred 
which with ſo much juſtice your Highneſs bore unto 
that woman, from whom you had reccived ſuch ill 
offic:s through the whole courſe of your affection, 
and whoſe treachery alone, by depriving you of 
Statira, had deprived you of your reit for ever, and 
to compleat the occaſions of deteſtins her,” we knew 
by her own confeſſion ( though ſhe was very carc- 
ful to cunccal it from all the world ) that ſhe was 
the murthereſs of thatfair Queen,by that knowledge 
we were aſſured, that you would prefer the moſt 
crucl deaths before the vexation of falling into the 
hands of that bitter enemy, and moreover by thoſe 
bloody teſtimonies ,of her cruelty, we judged her 
to be of a ſpirit dangerous enough to run to extremi- 
ty, to break forth into a violent rage againſt you, 
when ſhe ſhould once be certain that ſhe could not 
move you by her artifices; theſe conſiderations con- 
firmed u; inthe deſign of ſuffering any thing rather 
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than fubmit you to ſuch ſenſible afflictions, expoſ 
you to ſuch manife{t dangers. ; 
Arbates vilited us every day, and that Traiy 
to ſeduce us flattered us a thouſand waies, ang feig. 
ned to have a wonderful confidence in us, he diſcyy, 
rcd thoſe affairs to us which ſeemed to be of oreatet 
importance; and pave us account of part of thy 
matters which paſſed at Court, and in Roxana; g. 
binct. One day being in our chamber, he by chang 
let fall a paper ; Loncates took it up as ſoonas}); 
was gone, and though it was cloſe folded up, a 
fait ſealed, we conſidered him fo little, that ye 
made no difficulty to break it open ; it had no ſuper, 
ſcription; but the words were to this effec. ; 


F to adore you, if to die for you, be crimes worth 
Il of thoſe thunders wherewith you have ſo of 
threatned me, dart them (my Soveraign) at this guil 
ty man,who cannot ceaſe to adore you, and whocanng 
repent his deſign of dying for you ; but if thut ſilenc 
your Majeſty has enjoyned me,be not religicuſly exon 
obſerv'd, expett the puniſhment of it from that ſans 
aeath, from which I expett both my remeay,and yr. 
compence; 115 init alone T have bounded my waſt g. 
riows ambition, and I have no thoughts that are un. 
worthy of it, fince I have none but ſuch as tend whelh 
to you. In commanding me to hold my peace ,you mak 
uſe, Madam, of the double Empire you have over ny, 
end [ ſhould obey you with a perfelt reſignation, if yeu 
had left me any power either to command or to obey 
my ſelf ; not that I groan under the yoke you have in« 
poſed npoz me,Treceived it withoitt murmurins, andl 
heve bern it without complaining of its weight ; but 
why 2s it inſupportabie to you, ſince it 15 I that undergy 
all the pain of it, and that having defended your ſelf 
againſicompaſſungt hath made you ſuffer nothing that 
can rendcr it burthenſome toyou ? It hath made you 
ſuffer wy complaint indeed, alas, if a diſcreet con- 
plaint hike mine ve ſocriminal, woere will you find i- 
nocence? and if y.u will pardon it in none but Alex: 
ander, or in pcrſons worthy of you, where wall yout 
clemency find matter to exerciſe it ſelf ? 


The reading of this letter wrought ſome curioſity 
in vs; and Lozcates and I endeavoured in vain to 
gueſs at the author of jt; we conjectured cally 
that it was addrefſed to Roara, and that A bates 
who had ſcrved her only in affairs of that nature, had 
there ſome new practice in hand, but we could ndt 
imagine which of the Princes was bold enough to 
ſpeak to her of love before the obſcquics of Alexar 
dcr. We were thus buſicd, when 4rbarcs who had 
perceived what he had loſt,came back into our cham- 
ber in a great deal of trouble. He fecm'd to be mud 
ſtrucken when he found thatletter in our hands, and 
he was in doubt which way he ſhov!d receive that 
trick of familiarity, but Zoamcaces ſtept to him, and 
reſtoring it' with a ſmiling countenance, be not 
offended at our curioſity, Arbates ( ſaid he) our 
deſign was onely to inſtruct our ſelves in your 
loves, to jeſt with you a little, and not at all to do 
you any difſervice ; but if that defire hath mae Us 
commit an incivility, you have at leaf} this fatisſadtt 
on,that though we have read it, we are nota jot wiſer 
than before, 

Arbates his face began to clear up a little 
theſe words, and taking the letter again from 
Loncates, after he had bethought himſelf a whit 
I ſhould have been very ſorry ( ſaid he) : wa 
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letter had failen into the kands of other perſon: leſs 
diſcreet than YOu arc, but the knowlege I have both 
of your fidelity, and conitancy in keeping a ſecret, 
would even oblige me to declare this to you, if you 
would promiſe me not to abuſe the confidence I have 
in you. The deſire we had to learn that buſineſs, in- 
vited us tO Mare him all the proteitations he cuuld 
wiſhfor, and when he belived he had ſecured himſelf 


enough, we fate down, and he ſpoke to us on this 


manner. : 
Thazard not ſo ſmall a: matter indiſcovering what 


an deſire to learn of me, that you ſhould think it a 
joht obligation, and in revealing this ſecret I of- 


fend a man of great authority, and one that would 
| never pardon me if I ſhould dis-ſerve him ;. but be- 


fdes the aſſurance I have in your promiſes which [ 


| believeinviolable, I ſec this man carries watters 1n- 


roſychterms, that they cannot much longer be con- 
cealed, and that the Miitrefs whom I ſerve condemns 


| his follies, and would be much difpleaſed that I 


hid meddled in them, You have heard ſpeak of 


| Caſſander the ſon of Antipater whom Alexanaer 


when he came into 4/72, left Viceroy in Maceao- 


| 14, and in all thoſe territories he had conquered in 


Europe, where he acquired to great credit and au- 
thority, that among the Creeks and A7acedonians, 


| Alexander himſelf never was more abſolute than he. 


We know very well ( ſaid we ) the reputation of 


| Caſſander and of Antiparer, and we are not igno- 


rant, that among the Princes of A!ex2nders Court, 


| there were very fer that held ſo lofty a rank as they, 


Tisthat Caſſander ( replyed Arbates ) who writes 


this Letter you have read unto the Queen, he1s moſt 


deſperately in love wi:h her, and he has given her 


| teſtimonies of it which have mortally offended her, 


and redoubled the averſion ſhe has naturaky again{t 
him; *twas almoſt by force that he obliged me to 
take charge of d-livering this I:tter, and I foreſaw 


| folittle ſatisfaction to my ſelf in this commiſſion that 


] havenot been very hot in performing it;but becauſe 
Hehone has made me acquainted with ſome particu. 
lars of that love,and of the firit knowledge he gave of 


| It, [will ſhew you anexample of freedom in rclating 


them to you. 

It was a little before the voyage into the [dies 
that Caſſander came to be near Alexander, having 
been bred up in Greece with his father Antrparer, 
who as I have told you had an abſolute authority 
there, The conſideration of the father who by ma- 
Ny victories obtained to the advantage of the A{ce- 
anians, made himſelf necefſary, and almoſt terri- 
ble to the King, placed the ſon in one of the fore- 
moſt ranks about him, and he at the very firſt was 
uedinthe ſame faſhion as the neareſt, and moſt con- 
iderable Princes. 1 know not whether it was then 
that he fell in love with the Queen, but the firſt 
knowledge ſhe had of it was but at Pſargada,where 
alickneſs ſhe had, detained her for ſome time, while 


| Alexander axrivedat Snſa, where he married Queen 


Statira in theabſence of his former wife. The King 
taking his way toward $z/7, where all things were 
quet and peaceable, left Cafſizader and Seleuc to 
guardthe Queen with ſome part of his forces, and 
tioſetwo Princes never went from her til} ſhe was re- 
turned to Sz/zz, I had been her ſervant from the 
taking of Tyre,and your departure from Sidor,which 
Wa five or ſix months before the battel of .4rbella, 
and that great Princeſs was pleaſed fo much to va'uz 

e ſmall ſervice | did her, that from an ordinary 
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condition, ſhe had raifed me to a conſiderable rank 
amonslit thoſe about her. During the Queens indiſ- 
poſition, Caſſandcr ſtirred not from her, but when 
his preſence was incommedtous ; and in all his aRi- 
ons he ſhewed a diſquietaeſs which could not pro- 
ceed onely from his zeal, and fidelity to his King. 
When he-was near her, his eyes were perpetually 
fixt upon her face, but 'twas with troubles and di- 
{trations of mind, which took away part of his un- 
der{tanding, and if he was obliged to ſpeak to her 
he did it with ſo much confuſion, and diforder, that 
it was caſie to judge he was prepoſſeſſed with ſome 
very ſtrong paſtion, One day when the Queen ask- 
ed him if he had heatd any news out of Greece, ſince 
the return from the dies, inſtead of anſwering 
to that queſtion, It isa decree of the deſtinies ( ſaid 


he  ) who diſpence not all things with juſtice. The 


Queen by that reply eafily knew the pre-occupation 
of his mind,ſhe had begun to obſerve it in many ſuch 
like encounters, and.at that time not being able to 
forbear laughing ; Behold ( ſaid ſhe ) a very ſatis- 
factory anſwer, and very much to the purpoſe. 
Cafſander coming to himſelf, perceived the fault he 
had committed ; he excufed it as well as he could, but 
though he had a very good wit, he did but entan- 
gle himſelf the more, and by that laſt trouble ſhew- 
ed greater marks of the confuſion of his mind than 
before. At ſuch hours as the Queen took her reſt, 
or was not in a condition to be ſeen, he ſtirred not 
fron; her chamber door, and as ſoon as any of her 
maids, or neceflary officers of her chamber, came 
forth, he ran to enquire how the Queen did; with 
ſuch a care, as viſibly teſtified the particular intereſt 
he had in her health. The Queen who was told of 
it, and who knew not the true cauſe, was very well 
pleaſed with him for his diligence ; ſhe writ the King 
word of it her ſelf, and many times exprefled her 
acknowledgement to Caſſznaer in very obliging 
words. As ſoon as ſhe was able to leave her bed, 
and that within a while after ſhe began to go out of 
her chamber, he would never ſuffer any body but 
himſelf to wait upon her-as Gentleman-uſher, and 
in doing that office he had the advantage to hold 
her by the hand, and the liberty to entertain her al- 
moſt all the day. One time being in chamber 
with her, and ſome of her maids, the Queen, went 
to the looking-glaſs to mend her head dreffing and 
in the interim the blinded 'Caſſander ſeeing her back 
turned toward him, and not conſidering that by the 
reflection of the glaſs ſhe ſaw all that was done in 
the chamber, could not forbear ftretching out his 
hands by kis ſide, bowing down his head with a 
beſecching action, and doing poſtures, which had 
ſomething in them very ridiculous, if conſidered by 
perſons without paſſion : the Queen who cafily dif- 
cerned all he did, turned toward him quite ſurpriſed, 
and that ſo ſuddenly, that ſhe found hun til in the 
ſame condition, What's the matter Cafſander 
( ſaid ſhe) are you fooliſh, and do you take notice 
what you do? Cafſander was abaſed at this en- 
counter, for which he was not prepared, but ſeeing 
hinſelfforced to reply ; I am not very wife Madam 
( anſwered he ) but your Majeſty ſees but the ligh- 
teſt marks of my folly, Theſe words cauſed ſome 


ſuſpition in the Queen, which kept her from preſſing 


him further, - and reflecting upon many other acti- 
ons of that nature which ſhe had obſerved, began 
to doubt ſomething of the truth, but that ſame day 
ſhe diſcovered more evident proofs -of it. She 
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received unwelcom news from S#ſa, by one of her 
ſervants ſhe had ſent thither, who brought her word 
- that the King, more than ever in love with the Prin- 
ceſs Sratira, was determined to marry her, and 
that the buſineſs was gone ſo far, that there was 
very little means of hindering it. This touched the 
Queen with ſo ſenſible a grief, that 'twas impoſſible 
for her todiflemble it, ſhe wept all the reſt of the 
day, and complained of the Kings inconftancy in 
tearms which ſufficiently teltified how much ſhe was 


afflicted. Caſſunder hearing of it, went to wait - 


upon her, and ſeeing ſome tears fall from her eyes, 
he could not ſo farre command his paſſon, but that 
it forced him to ſay aloud, Thoſe precious tears, 
Madam, cannot be recompenced but by all the bloud 
of thoſe that are the cauſe of them ; but if your Ma- 
jelty be offended, why do you not make uſe of the 
power you have over Cafſander ? The Queen, who 
knew not at firſt how ſhe ſhould interpret thoſe 
words, turning roward him , And what would you 
do for me ( ſaid ſhe) in a misfortune to which the 
gods alone cangive remedy or conſolation ? I would 
doall (replyed C.:f/ander briskly) that can be 
expected from a man to whom Empire, to whom 
life, to whom even honour it ſelf is not conſiderable, 
in reſpe&t of your commands, and of the occaſi- 
ons to ſerve you; I would neither regard blood, nor 
ſex, nor dignity, and to obey you I would violate 
the faith that is duc to men, the molt ſacred rights, 
and all the laws of Nature. Cafſaader pronounced 
theſe words ( which were violent cnough of them- 
ſelves) with ſuch a violence, as did ſufficiently diſco- 
ver the paſhon that animated him, and the Queen 
from thence drawing a confirmation of her ſuſpitions, 
would not give him any occaſion to clear them more 
fully, but contented her ſelf with replying : You 
would be able to donothing for me, Cafſunder, ſince 
that in this misfortune I am injured onely by my 
Maſter, and my King, againſt whom I ought not 
ſo much as to complain. Caſſander was ready to 
make anſwer -{ and perhaps ſuch an one as would 
no longer have ſuffered her to doubt of his paſſion) if 
the Queen who had a mind to break off that enter- 
tainment, had not removed out of her place, and 
began another diſcourſe, In the mean time ſecing 
her ſelf ſtrong enough to undergo the voyage, and 
being deſirous to take her way toward Sſa the next 
day, ſhe commanded that order ſhould be given a- 
bout her Equipage, and prepared her ſelf for a 
departure which ſhe believed ſhe had deferr'd 
but too long already. That evening ſhe went 
down into the garden, where ſhe walked ina cover- 
ed alley with Scleucus and Caſſunder, but Caſſander 
having found means to free himſelf of Seleucus, by 
ſome occaſion which he put him in mind of on the ſud- 
den, remained alone with the Queen, and ſeeing that 
Heſione,and her other maids were far enough off not 
to overhear what he ſaid,he thought he could not find 
a more favourable opportunity to diſcover his paſſion 
to the Queen,than now when ſhe was in an ill humour 
again{t the King, judging with reaſon that nothing is 
ſo powerful to alienate the affection of a wife from 
her husband, and make her capable of another, as her 
knowledge that ſhe is undervalued by him. *Twas 
this opinion that made him the bolder, and drawing 
an occaſion of diſcourſe from theQueens trouble,after 
he had continued a while in ſome diſorder ; Madam 
(faid he at laſt with an unaſſured voice ) the King 
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muſt needs be very much blinded, fince he for | forbidden me to ſpeak to her, but ſie alio forbids 


Pare,1[ 


another beauty forſakes the moſt charming, ang the 
moſt accompliſhed one the gods ever created. Aki 
if they had but granted ſucha fortune as his to gjy 
men---, He made a itop at thefe words, and the 
Queen whom they had difpleaſed, being Willing t 
cut them off; The King ( ſaid ſhe ) Capyyy, 
knows me for ſuch as I am, nor is it neceſſary ya 
ſhould take further knowledge of it, I would; 
had pleaſed the gods ( crycd the paſſionate Caſſx 
der ) lifting up his cycs to heaven, I wouldithy 
pleaſed the gods that I had never had that fatal kngy. 
ledge which hath drawn me from that of my {ef 
which has deprived me of my reaſon, and te 
[troyed my repoſe tor the whole remainder ofmylif, 

The Queen needed no more to.make her apyre 
hend that he had utterly loſt the reſpect he ow 
her, nor indeed did ſhe ſuffer him any longer, by 
thruſting him back with the hand he held her by, i 
ter ſhe had looked upon him with eyes kindle yith 
a jult :1ndignation : Get you gone inſolent man (ſi 
ſhe ) go die for the expiation of your fault, and he 
lieve that onely my contempt of you, ſaves yoy 
from thoſe puniſhments you deſcrve, and ſparesthe 
Kings ears from hearing of the tmpudence of his ſub. 
ject. At theſe words without ftaying tor a reph, 
ſhe lefr him quite confounded;and belides himſelf;and 
calling Heſione, and the reit of her maids, ſhe 
went to the other {ide of the alley, fo nettled at the 
oftence ſhe had received, that of all the reſt ofthe 
day, it was impoſſible for her. to ſettle her fel 
again, 

The next morning ſhe departed from Paſargady, 
but Cafſazder came not near her chariot that day, 
nor did he ſo much as appear before her during al 
the reſt of the journey, but when ſhe was come to 
Suſa, and that he no longer was in office abour her, 
he paſſed by no occaſion of ſecing her ; yet hadhe 
never the boldneſs to ſpeak to her, nor come near 
her, and he only fed his ſight, without contenting 
himſelf any other way. At the Temple he alwayes 
took a place from whence he might behold hernat 
liberty, and be ſeen by her, and as often as ſhelit 
up her eyes, ſhe perpetually met Caf anders fixtup 
on hers, and ſaw him do an hundred actions that 
were ſufficient to make his paſſion obſerv'd by aty 
body that had been concerned in it. The Queen whv 
had other occaſions enough to be inill humour, anl 
who fince the Kings laſt marriage was fallen into: 
dcep diſcontent, was exaſperated at this. perſeve 
rance of Cafſanders, and was often ready to lethet 
indignation break forth, but ſhe was with-held 
by many conſiderations, and ſatisfied her ſelf wit 
onely complaining to Hecſione, and giving her & 
preſs charge to rid her of him, Tell that inſolent 
fellow ( faid ſhe ) that I forbid him my ſght fore: 
ver," that I will ruine kim, if he ſhun it not as care: 
fully to obey me, as he' hath ſought it to diſpleat 
me; and that in ſhortI will make the King acquaiſt 
ed with his folly, at the firlt ſign he gives me of ſ 
continuation, ZHeſione told Cafſanccr what tis 
Queen had commanded her, ard he was thercby1& 
duced to great extremities. He was afraid of Alts: 
anaer, who in ſome incounter had alrcady ſhewe 
an averſion to him ; he feared Rox2no, upon whom 
his life depended with a much more abfolute poweh 
but he had much ado to diſpoſe his mind to that I} 
rannical obedience ſhe required of him. The Que 
( ſaid he to Heſtene) is not ſatisfed with havilh 
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me the ſight of her, Ah! ZZeſrone,this is a ſtrange kind 
of uſage,and though Iam not ignorant what I owe to 
Alexanders wife, 1am ignorant what 1 {hall be able 
todo upon my ſelf to ſhew my obedience ; her an- 
-ris much more terrible to me, than that of Ale.v- 
"1der,and I love my life too littte to be touched wit 
any other fear, ſave that of diſpleaſing her. From 
chat time forward nevertheleſs, he was tore wary 
than he h:d been formerly, and as much as poſſibly 
ke could,avoided the occaſions of offending her, But 


| ot long after ſhe went from Sx/a to Gabyion, and 


Caſſander to whom the caule of her departure was 


| rot unknown, meeting Z7ej1one a little before her go- 
ins away, Teil the Queen ( /aid be ) thatI am till 


the ſame ; that her rizorous uſage cannot make me 
change; and if in the diſcontent that carries her 


| from hence, ſhe hath need of a bo!d and truity perſ.n, 
| cither to revenge, or free herſelf, the may remem- 


ber the power ſhe hath over me, and the offers I 
made her at Par/27ada, This meſſage was told the 
Queen, but it ſerve1 for nothing at that time, and 
hath ſerved for nothins ſince but to ttrengthen her in 


| theſuſpitions ſhe hath againit him, The Queen be- 
| ng CO:Me to Babylon, led 4 very melancholly life, 


and the remembrance of thoſe advantages which 
Queen Star:ra had over her, inthe mind of the King 
her husband, fretted her with ſo inſenſible a vexati- 


0n, that he could not poſſibly 4iflemble it ; I know | 


not whether that reſentment awakened the memory 
of Prince 0- 0ondates in her, or whether ſhe had pre- 
ſerved it all the time of his abſence ; but however it 


| were, whenlT leatt thought of it, ſhe ſent ſor me in- | 
to her cloſe:, and did me tne honour to ſay, 4r-. 


bates, I cannot conceal from you the thought3 I ({l] 
have for the ingrateful Prince of Scy:h:a, and 
though [ have ſo many ju:t cauſes of complaint a- 
cainſt him,and that I am not ignorant what I owe un- 
totheKing my husband, yet c:n Inot oppoſe that 
dear remembrance, and the imaxye of that inſeniible 
man comes {till into my mind with as much power 
asever ; not but that Iam reſolved to keep my ſelf 
within the ſtricteit rules of my duty, nor but that 1 
would pay unto the King, ( as changeable. and in- 
conitant as he is ) whatſocver he conid have expect- 
ed from me in his molt ardent aftections ; Ihave 
not any intention to draw that ingrateful man hi- 
ther tome, nor to endeavour yet to win him, but 
I muſt learn what is become of him,8& 1 cannot be ſa- 
tished, till I know whether he be yet alive, what his 
fortune is, and in what climate ke makes his abode. 
'Tisthe cruelty of my fate, which even in my high: 
elt proſperity oppoſed that rigorous remembrance, 
to moderate all my fclici:ies, and the gods have 
been pleaſed to counterbalance the greatneſs hercto- 
lore they beſtowed upon me , by a misfortune 
which hath hindred me from taſting the ſweetneſs of 
it. Totheſe words,and ſome others, the Queen added 
command ſhe laid upon me to go into Scythia, to 
enquire after the Prince , demanding no other 
utfrom my voyage, but that ſhould bring her 
back word in what place, and in what condition he 
was, I went from Babylon with this intention, but 
Iwill not trouble you with the particulars of my 
jurney,all ! ſhall need to tell you, 1s, that I arrived 


WScythia without any conſiderable encounter, ,and 


that having ſpent ſome time ſecretly in the Court, 
which I found deſolate for the Princes abſence, and 


for that of the Princels his i:ter,who had been ſtolen” 


Way not long before, and whoſe lofs the King had 
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had not been able to bear without an extream dif- 
pleature, nor without having armed all the men for 
her recovery, which were capable to ſerve him in 
that occaſion, all the news 1 could learn of the Prince 
was, thata while after the defeat of Zopirio,he had 
| ſecretly left the army he commanded, and had paſt 
| over at byaantium, without any other company; 
ſave Araxes, you two, and a man that had been 
brought to im during the ſiege of Crchilachia, Not 
being able to geta more ample information, I return- 
cd tne ſame way, and arrived not at this Town 
till two days after the Kings death. Although I found 
| tne Queenas deeply burted in gricf, as it was fit 
; ſhe ſhould be for the preatnets of her loſs, yet 
| would ſhe hear the ſucceis of my voyage, and her 
forrows were augmented by the account I'gave her 
of it. Fromtne time of her departure from Suſe, 
ſhe had received no new importunities from Caſſan- 
der, but aſter tne Kings death, he did her exceeding 
cood offices, and being one of the moſt powerful 
| amons the Princes, as well for the conſideration of 
his father Anrpater, as for his own, he declared 
himſelf loudly for her in ail the afſemblics that were 
| held for the election of a Succeffor,made parties in fa- 
| vour of her, and embraced her intereſt with much” 


{ 
| 
| 


aft-Etion and with much ſucceſs. The Queen 
| whoſe ambition never was the lealt of her paſhons, 
| and whonaturally loves to reign, took his ſervices 
| kindly, yet 1 d»not believe ſhe has any delign to re- 
| quite them with a particular atiecion, but that ſhe 
received them witnout any intention of engaging her 
ſe f tro him by theſe obligations. 
| The multitude of Cafſanders bufinelles have hindred 
him, as yct, from beginning to pretend to her again; 
though by reaſon of the Kings death, and of the al- 
tcration of affairs, he hath ſome cauſe to hope for 
more ſucceſs than before ; but of foie late dayes, 
the Queen and many other perſons with her have 
had ſuſpicions, which I may not yet diſcover, and 
which do not onely redouble the averſion ſhe had 
to him, but make her abhor, and deteit his very 
name ; his quality, and the condition he 1s in, op- 
poſeac carer ſifting of the matter, but though it be 
difſembled, and not ſpoken of, there are ſome pre- 
ſurmptions againit him, which begin to convince 
him of the blackeſt perfidiouſneſs that ever was. 

He had done me the honour ſometimes to-ſpeak to 
me when he came tothe Queens Jodgings, yet not 
with ſo much familiarity as that I ſhould expect 
the employment he has given me. But this morning, 
as I was itanding at the Place gate, one of kis ſer- 

. vants came to feek me from him, and brought meto 
his Chamber ; I wi!l not repcat all the kind words 
he ufed to me, nor the hopes he gave me of Tgreat- 
cr fortune, in carneit whereof he forced me to take 
a Diamond of good value, but in the end all hisen- 
dearments, and ill his liberalitics ended in praying 
me to take the charse of dclivering the letter you 

| have ſeen. Irefuſed it as much as poſlibly I could, 
and repreſented to him the Canper | was in of being 
turned away by the Queen, and perchance more ſe- 
verely puniſhed for that action ; but notwithitand- 
ing all Icovld alledge to put of! that employment, 
I could not get away without promiſing that I woutd 

| uſe my edavour to ſerve him. | 
Behold all I know touching his Ioves, wherein I 
have no deſign to entang!e my ſelf for him; the 
difficulty he found in winning Hefione, made him 
| addreſs himſeif to me,. knowing that tne Row 
14s 
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has ſome confidence in me, but I love my ſelf roo 
well to ſeek my ruinein this buſineſs, and | ſhall find 
ſvine way or other to eaſe my ſelf of it, 

The treacherous Arvares made us this relation of 
 Cafſander's loves, and after having ended his dit- 
courſe with new unprofitable conjurations to obey 
tie Queen, he took his leave, and left us in quiet for 
the reit of that day. 
He ſollicited us often from her after that with a 
great deal of mildneſs, but we having ſtill reſiſted 
with the ſame conſtancy, ſhe grew ſo incenſed that 
ſhe commanded they ſhou'd putus in Irons, and of- 
fer us the rack, to force that from our mouthes by 
violence of puniſhments, which ſhe had not been a- 
ble to skrue from us by other means ; Her cruel mi- 
niiters obeyed her, although the diſloyal ' Arbares 
ſhewed a feigned compaſſion of us, we were tor- 
mented with great ſeverity, but we had the ſame 
firmneſs of reſolution in tortures, and thoſe that per- 
ſecured us, were almoit in deſpair of ſucceſs by their 
perſecutions. After that cruel day we had ſeven or 
eight of intermiſſion, but that time being expired, 
they began to torment us 322in ; they uſed us as 
ſpies, and as perſons that had ſome deſign againit the 
Queens life, but me eſpecialiv who had been ſur- 
priſed mn the manner as 1 have toli vou, Itis certain 
alſo that in that accidext there was occaſion enough 
to ſuſpeR me; bur l believed that that which would 
be more hurtful to me, was the having heard by the 
Queens diſcourſe, the cruel intention ſhe had fince 
executed againſt the Princeſſes, and I thought with 
reaſon that being deſirous to conceal to all the world 
the ſhare ſhe had in their death, which ſhe cauſed to 
be reportedin a way very different from the truth, 
ſhe would infallibly diſpatch me out of the world, 
if ſhe ſuſpected me to bea witneſs of her deſigns. 
I believe indeed it was that which made her reſolve 
upon it, for yeſterday the Captain that had us in his 
cuſtody, being come into our chamber took off our 
Irons, andtelling us that he would ſect us at liberty, 
he made us get up behind certain armed me, and 
brought us out of the Town; I know not for what 
reaſon the Queen cauſed us not to be put to death 
in Babylon, as ſhe might ealily have done, but 
whatſoever it was, they carried us a great while a- 
long the River ſide, before we could gueſs at any 
thing of our deſtiny,but at lait we came into aValley, 
not far fromhence, where thoſe cruel men having ty- 
ed us totwo Trees, after- having in vain tormented 
us, to force a confeſſion of what we had ſo carefully 
concealed, they were going to execute their laſt re- 
ſoluttbn, when the gods ſent us this valiant Queen, 
who by the effects of her admirable courage, ſav- 
ed our lives and reitored us our liberty, and our 
Prince who is dearer to us' than both life and li- 
berty. 

Toxarts ended his narratiou thus, and the Pfinces, 
and the Amaz:ne Queen who had hearkned to him 
with wonder, remained ſad and penſive at the end 
of his recital. Prince Oroondates found much mat- 
ter of thought in it, and after having been a good 
while ſilent, I know not ( ſaid he at laſt ) by what 
crimes I can have moved the gods to {tir up this wo- 
man to torment me. Her cruelty ought be ſatish- 
ed with the ills ſhe has already made me ſuffer, and 
whenT thought 1 had been ſecure from all her pra- 
Ctices, ſhe revives again to perſecute me more than 
ever. It is probable (ſaid Ly/imachrx) the will 
not ſtop at theſe beginnings, and ſince ſhe knows 


I ſhou 
me opini. 
on, that to keep your ſelf from being known toke 
and to many other perſons who might hurt you 
your true name ſhould not be declared but _ 
thoſe whom you ſhall judge worthy of your fries 
ſhip and that among others you ſhould be madey 
paſs for Ar/acomes,or for ſome other ttranger Prin 
whoſe name may abuſe thoſe that areleſs intereſſeg 

All the company approved Lyſimachz his mgi. 

on, and Orooxdates himſelf having conſented to x 
at the entreaty of the Princes, I do not think (4. 
ded Lyſimachus) that in the condition Roxana ngy 
is, it is hard forher to diſcover you, and rods ye 
a miſchief if you continue lon-er hcre, where a 
not believe you are in ſafety, being in a place with. 
out defence, and ſo near to Zabylon ; and if Your 
health would permit, I ſhould think it good tore. 
move you into one of thoſe Towns which are at our 
devotion, or into the body of our Army. It woul 
be very dangerous {( ſaid Prolomers ) to carry the 
Prince far in his preſent eſtate; I know a more e 
fie expedient for hisafety, and one that is almoſt ne. 
ceſſary for us; we mult draw our forces hither, and 
encamp our Army about this houſe, by that means 
we ſhall guard him till he be cured, and bring our 
men froma place where they have hardly any thing 
left to ſubliſt on, You know that where theyare, 
victual or forrage begin to fail them, and that on 
th's fide all things are ina better condition; ſome of 


the neighbouring Towns are at our diſpoſing, and 


the ſcituation of the place is fair and advantageous 
for us; the nearneſs of the River is commodious 
for our Camp, & ſince we yet are Matters of the keld, 
we ought to make uſe of our time to take all theſe 
advantages, Our Army 1s not fo far from hence, 
nor the dayes ſo ſhort, but that ſending order thither 
to day, our Cavalry and part of our Infantry may he 
here tomorrow. Eumenes and Lyſimachu preſent: 
ly confirmed Pro/omes his advice, and onely Oroon- 
dates oppoſed the care they took of Him, but when 
he ſaw that it was advantageous for thein however, 
and that that order was almoſt necefſary, he conſent: 
ed to their opinion, and approved the choice they 
had made of that place for the encamping of their 
Army, It was thereupon refolved that Emumenes 
ſhould inſtantly go away to the Camp to fetch the 
forces, and ſuch proviſions as could be gotten, and 
that Prolomerxs, whoſe credit was great, and whole 
vertue was much conſidered in that Country, ſhould 
take horſe attended by Araxes, Cleantes, and ſome 
of his own followers to ſpend the reſt of that day, 
and part of the next, viſiting ſome neighbouring places 
from whence they hoped for ſubſiitence. Thisre- 
ſolution was no ſooner ſettled, Þut it was put in exe- 
cution, and the two Princes taking a ſhort leave 0 
thoſe they left, at the ſame time went two difterent 
wayes, and only Lyſtmachus, the fair Amazon 
and ſome ſervants remained {till with 0ro0ndares. 

Then it was that he began his endearment agat? fo 


| Lyſmmachins with more liberty than before, and then 


theſe two generous friends gave one another a mutu- 
al account of their particular adventures, and 0 
their moſt ſecret-thoughts. 
arts and Loneates many queſtions, but they oo 
ic 


the open Country will make ro reſiſtance again{t us ;' 


They both asked Tox- 
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nothins of their. Princeſs, and proteſted 
that till their coming thither they never 
ir bcing alive, that mn Babylon every 
em dead, and that their loſs had ſo 
aired up the people, that nothing but their fear of 
the forces of Roxy Pi 7 ALCCALy ana CHE allociates 
kept them in obecltenc2 3 that Roxana gQeclared her 
elf innocent of their deatn, and diſavowed all that 
Tyrens had reported before he dicd, 
Lyſimaciiz having asKked Loxcates concerning the 
order that was obſerv'd inthe Towns, he told him 
their guards were Very {rrict, and that the wounds 
Perdiccas had lately received, hindered not Caſſan- 
hs, Selencis, Alcctas, and the ret from keeping 
| althings in a good condition, nor from drawing for- 
ces together 01 all ſides ; this was all the two Princes 
ould learn from thoſe two men, whoſe 1mprifon- 


tell them 
to them» 
heard of the 


| nent had deprived them of a more particular know- 
| ledge of things. Part of the day was ſpent in this 
| converſation, and the remainder of it was given to 


the wounded Prince his repoſe; but ſcarce was he a- 
wake the n2xt morning, when he ſaw Lyſimachs 


| come into his Chamber with a certain herb in his 
| hand, and with an extraordinary joy in his counte- 
| nance. 


0:0ondates aſter he had received, and returned the 
ood morrow, asked kim the cauſe of it, and Ly- 


| bmachus fitting down by his bed ſtile, T beli-ve 
| (faid he )that I bring you a ſpeedy cure, andif I 


am not the moit deceived ta the world, I fhall fee you 
in perfect health within this week, ana to make you 
give credit to my worus, Rnow tat inour voyage 


| to the Indies, Protommcccs our dear friend havins been 


dangerouſly wounded in a fight we had againit the 
Barbarians, Alexander who ioved and confidered 


him very much, was ſo cxtreamly grieved at it, that 


| ke could receive no conſolation ; he cauſed him to be 


putin his own bed, and lying there with him, ſaw 
hi: wound drefſed with {trange diſquiets, The Chi- 
rurgions were in deſpair of his life, when the gods 
to whom it was dear, ſent the King a miraculous 
dream in favour of that Prince, for he was no ſooner 
allcep, but dreamed that he ſaw a Dragon ho!ding 
anherbin mouth, which was to ſerve for Polo ere 
bis cure, 

When the King awaked he told his dream to thoſe 
that were preſent, and deſcribed the form of that 
herb, whereof he had preſerved the remembrance; 
and ſome of the inhabitants of that place having 


| aſuredhim, that there grew ſuch a one inthat Coun- 


try, he cauſed it to be ſought for every where, and 
taoſe that were ſent about it, employed their time 
þ ſucceſsfully, that they brought him the wonder- 
ful herb he had ſeen in kis dream; it was preſently, 
applyed to Prolomers his wound, and by an unheard 
of prodigy, the pain was inſtantly afſwaged, and the 
vound quite healed up within three dayes. The 
maryellous effect of this herb, made us all obſerve 
t carefully, that we might be able to know it again, 
to make uſe of it in the like occaſions, but I never 
found any of it in this Country till this morning, when 
% I was walking the wood, I though: I ſaw 
omething very like it growing by the {ide of the 
brook, I gathered it with an exceſs of contentment, 
and I am the moſt deceived of all men living if 
lt be not the very ſame which produces thoſe mi- 
nculous effects. Amintas came into the Chamber 
ag they were talking, and Lyſimachs having ſhewed 
t him, he crycd out joyſully, confirmed his Maſter in 
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prepared it, he applyed it to Oroongares his wounds. 
That new rEmedy quickly drew ſleep uponthe eye- 
lids, and Lyſtmachr retiring, went to tell the Queen, 


of his happy encounter, and of the.hope he had con-. 
ceived, T haleſtris was extreamly Joyed at it, and. 


coming into the Princes Chamber ſome hours after,. 
he told them at his awaking that he felt himſelf 
itrangely caſed, and that he hoped his remedy would 
be as ſucceſsful as he had promiſed. Prolemenus 
came 1n, within a little after, and having preſently 
heard that welcome news, he -by his teitimony re- 
doubled the Princes hopes. Oroonaates his fear of 
being kept in bed by his wounds while others were 
fighting, made him ſenſible of this good fortune, and 
'twas that rather than any love of his life that 
made him with joy expect his cure, without which 
he could not ſecond his generous friends in his own 
quarrel, | 
The Sun was beginning to decline, when Lyſin:a- 
cls looking out at Thaleftrises Chamber window, 
obſerved a duſt, which roſe from under the feet of 
the Cavalrie which Eumcaes brought, within a while 
after they diſcerned the Troops, and ſaw Ermenes 
himſelf arrive accompanied with ſome Comman- 
ders of the Army, Thaleſtris, Lyſtmachw and 
Prelomeinys went out of the houſe to meet him, and 
having received him according to the friendſhip that 
was among them, they went forward towards cer- 
tain Chariots that came after him, wherein were the 
two Princeſſes Ap2mia and Arſinoe the daughters 
of Arrabaſizs, and Wives of Prolomers and Enme- 
nes, with many other Ladies whoſe husbands were 
in the Army. Tiales*r45 who was inſtructed in the 
qualitic of thoſe Princeſſes, welcomed -them with 
much kindneſs and civility , and Cleone who was 
come out with her, no ſooner ſaw them, but ſhe ran 
to them with open arms, and receiving them with an 
excclſs of joy, by her encounter gave them a mar- 
vellous conſolation. They had heard by Enmenes 


that the two Princeſſes were alive, to whom they _ 


had a very near relation, and to whom they had ever 
been molt dear, and their gladneſs at that news was: 
ealily to be obſerved in their faces. While the 
Princes gave order for the encamping of the Army, 
which began to arrive, the Princeſſes under the 
conduct of Thaleſ{r:s went into the houſe, and ſoup 
into Oroo24ates his Chamber ; 'ihe Prince who was 
advertiſed of their coming, and who confidered them 
extreamly, both for the ſake of Barjize therr liter, 


and for that of their illuſtrious husbands, gave. 


them a reception full of reſpe&t, and by all man- 
ner of wayes teſtified how great a ſenſe he had of 
the honour they did him. 

After the firit complements, their diſcourſe was 
of Bar/ina, whoſe goodneſs the Prince commenged, 
in terms which made her fifters ſee he was not m- 
orateful for the good offices he had received from 
her; They told the Prince who asked where ſhe was 
that ſhe had been detained at Sa by ſome ſmall in- 
diſpoſition, and by the noiſe of thoſe cruel revolu- 
tions that had happened at Babylon ;..that ſhe had 
lately ſent them word ſhe would cre-long ſet for- 
ward on her journcy toward tnem , where by 
reaſon of the authority of their husbands ſhe be- 
lieved her retreat would be more afſured, © They 


were in this converſation with Oroondares, when. 


the other Princes after having diſpoſed the Camp, 
and taken ſuch order in all things as was neceffary, 
came 
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272. © 
came into the Chamber, and mingled alto- 
ther in a very pleaſing entertainment, It was reſolv- 
ed by Oroondates his advice, that as ſoonas he was 
recovered, and the other Ladies arrived who were 
to come with their husbands to the general rendez- 
vous,the men ſhould leave Polemor's to the Ladies,& 
retire to lye in far more commodious Tents, which 
the Princes had cauſed to be brought along with the 
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Army, fince the houſe could not be big enough fy 
fo great a Company,and that the Princes hada grey 
deal of convenient room intheir Tents, When 
had ſpent part of the night in theſe diſcourſes, th 
company withdrew to their ſeveral Cham 
where they were accommodated as well as po 
they might, and where they all reſted with my 


| tranquility, 


T he End of the Second Book. 
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hill, about five or ſix hundred paces from the 
Euphrates ; onthat ſide toward the River it 
| was ſheltred with a high Wood, which reach. 
ed from the Garden walls almoſt to the Bank of it ; 
on that toward the hill there were many Vineyards, 
& on the other two an open plain of a vaſt and ſpaci- 
ous breadth ; onthe ſide towards Babylon it ſpread 
it ſelf to the very Gates,and on the other as far as the 
Temple of Apollo. It was in that, the Princeſs 
cauſed their Army to encamp, coverings themſelves 
on the fide toward their Enemies with the wood, and 
with the Hill. By break of day all their Tents were 
ſet up, and part of the field was poſſeit with Soul- 
diers, who made an end of huttins themſelves rea- 
ſonable commodiouſly ; yet were they ſhut up with- 
in certain limits, and the greateſt part of it was re- 
ſerved for the forces that were ſtill to comg up, whoſe 
number alſo was like to be much greater than that 
which was already quartered, 

Oroonaates having reſted very well all night, at 
his wakening found himſelf viſibly amended ; and as 
a prodigy admired the wonderful effect of Prolome:s 
his herb; the Princes no ſooner heard it, but they 
went into his Chamber to congratulate the beginning 
of his recovery. After ſome diſcourſes they had 
vpon that ſubject, they fell to deliberate of their 
affairs, and cauſing thoſe to withdraw who 
were not of the Council, Prelomers asked "the 
Prince of Scythza's advice touching the beginning 
of that War. Oroondates received that reſpect ve- 


| Pi houſe was ſeated at the foot of a lit- 


ry civilly, and for a lons time deſired to be excuſed 


if-he told not his opinion before ſo many experienced 
Commanders ; but being willing to gain time for his 


- cure, and to retard the progreſs of thoſe things which 


might be done without him, when he was forced by 


| 


the entreaty of the reſt to ſpeak his mind, hede- 
clared,that he thought it not fit to make any attempt 
before their Allies were come up, thinking them 
yet too weak to undertake any thing againſt ſo many 
Princes as were of their enemies party ; but to this 
propoſition Prolomers anſwered, that it was true 
they were weak, but they were ſure their Enemies 
werenot ſtronger in the field than they, and thatthe 
ſupplies they expected could not arrive before theirs 
Oroonaates ſeeing himſelf ſtopped by that reply, 

However (ſaid he)you ought to make known thetez 
ſons you have to begin this War again{t them who 
heretofore were your friends, as well to keep the 
reputation you have gotten, as to intereſs all the 
world in the juſtice of your quarrel; if I be not m- 
ſtaken *tis the ordinary courſe : and many perſons 
who would caſt themſelves into your enemies part) 
if youmade an unjuſt War, will without doubt em: 
brace yours when they ſhall know the cquity of yout 
cauſe, Since it is onely for the liberty of the Prit- 
ccfſes you take uparms, you ſhould firſt ſend tode- 
mand them of your enemies, and if they refuſe to 
deliver them, you may then denounce War again 

them; thus you will ſhun the reproach they migit 
caſt upon you,' of having ſurpriſed them under tie 
ſhadow of your ancient friendſhip, and by this decls 
ration you ſhall make, they can learn nothing of you 
deſigns which is not known to them already, andtor 
which they are not already prepared. Aftcr this 
caution which frees us from blame both before the 
gods and men, we ſhall march to the battel with more 
confidence and more approbation ; andif the Gods 
bleſs our enterpriſe with a happy ſucceſs, Ly/imactw 
and I by your sfſiſtance ſhall recover our Paincevc5, 
and ſo many gallant men who ſo charitably &r:g28* 


themſolves in our fortune, ſhall by their Armies ef: 
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large their dominions, and obtain the Territories of 
O ; 


r hoſe we Conquer. The gods know with how 
1 þ h trouble I ſhall remain almoſt uſeleſs amongit 
] un being unable to augment your numbers with 
: = than a ſingle man, who perhaps will be one of 
; 

cr, 

he pleaie 


| f the diſtance of my Country, and of my inability 
| todo any thing there, by reaſon of the ſevere hu- 
| nour of the King my Father, _ | 
Lyſimachi interrupted the Prince at theſe words. | 
Wehope for more advantage ( faid he from your | 
| Single perſon than froma potent Army, nor ſhall we | 
| cer doubt of the victory ſo long as we ſhall night. 
| near you. Theſe words were accompanied with | 
| many others which the Princes uttered in praiſe of | 
| 0:oondates, and they preſently approved the coun. | 
| {| he had given, of ſenling to demand the Prin- 
| ofſcs, To that en4, having thought upon ita while, 
| they made choice of Cleantes and Lycajtes the Squires | 
| of Lyſicachus and Pielowens, whom they judged | 
oper for that Commiſſion, as being known for two . 
| men of courage, wiſdome, and conduct , they were 
inſtantly called, and when they were fully in{tructed 
| whatthey ſhould do, they took horſe together, and 
| wentto Saby/ou, Within a little after, Apania, Ar- 
| ſonge, Cleone, and the other Ladies came into the 
| Chamber, and finding Oroondares 10 well that he 
might endure company without inconveniency, they 
fate down by his bed, and began a pleaſing conver- 
{ ſation, Thaleffris who knew that Cappadocia, where- 
of her Kingdom made a part, was now the lot of | 
| Eunencs, and who had nced of his ſupport and | 
| 


ne It <D—— W—— 


— 


— % 
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* friendſhip for the conſervation of her eſtate, laid hold 
of that opportunity to make herſelf ſure of both, | 
and fitting down by him, after that by a look full of | 
ſweetneſs ſhe had prepared him for the alliance ſhe 
defired with him, Sir, ( ſaid the ) we have hitherto 
preſerved our little Dominion either by arms or 
gentler means, and all thoſe that have been Maſters | 
of Cappadocia, have by one of thoſe waies ſuffered | 

| usto live within our limits; I know that the Province | 
where my Predeceſſors and I have reigned, makes | 

| apartof what is now at your diſpoſing, but Dari | 
| and Alexander who had the ſame right, have let us 
enjoy them peaceably, although our forces were to0 
weak to defend them again{t ſuch potent Monarchs 
and youare too wort"ily their Succeſſor, nut to have 
the ſame civility towards women who will eſteem 
| Youasthey ought todo, and whoſe neighbour-hood 
ſhyll never give you any juſt cauſe of complaint a- 
gunſt them. Enmenes who was cxcecding gene- 
| Tous and civil, received the Queens diſcourſe very 
relpectully, and anſwered her, with that grace which 

«ccompanied all his words and. actions, I would it 

pleaſed the gods, Madam, that I could as eaſily 

itate Alexander the Great in the relt of his actions 

8 while I live I will ſurpaſs him in the conſideration 
ehadof you ; the honour of your neighbour-hood 

makesme prefer my part before any of all the reſi 

of Alexanders Succefſors, and if I could merit that 

e youralliance, I would employ the credit of this 

company to help me to obtain 1t, 

TheQueen replyed to this complement with a great 

deal of ſubmiſſion, and having treated an alliance 

with him upon the ſudden, ſhe offered to cncreaſe 
teArmy of the Princes with ſome Troops ſhe would 

Quleto be raiſed in her Territories, to which Eume- 

wes ſhould give paſſage, and lct them march with 
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| thoſe he expected out of Cappadori4; for that pur- 
poſe ſhe prayed him to lend her a ſervant of his to ac- 


company one of her women whom ſhe meant to ſend 
into 7 9e-21ſcira, with order and commiſſions to A4e- 


4Uipp4to leavy tenthouſand Amazones, and march 


che moſt inconſiderable of your party, but you wiil | tac ſame way with his forces, The Princes who could 
d to pardon my want of power, in regard | not undervalue ſuch a ſupply, gave very great thanks 


to 7halej/7is, and that fair Queen not being willing 
to cctcr the efiect of that reſolution, went preſent- 
ly into her Chamber to write her Letters, and get her 
diſpatch in ſuch a readineſs, that her meſſenger might 
depart the next day after, part of that having been 
lent in theſe employments, the night began already 


| to draw near when Cleantes and Lycaſtcs returned 
irom Babylon; As ſoon as Lyſimach:s ſaw them come 


in, How now friends, ( ſaid he ) what do you brings 
us? WarsSir, (anſwered Lycajtes) and*tis for war 
you muit prepare your ſelves. We receive war then 

. (replied Proloimem) and 'tis War for which we are al- 
ready prepared. At theſe words the Princes roſe up 
and having encompaſſed the two Squires, they de- 
lired-to know the circumſtances of their negotiation, 
and to give theman account of it, Cleantes began on 
this manner, 

;y your command, my Lord,we went to Babylon, 
where we arrived without any encounter; we found 
an out-guard on this fide the gate, the fouldiers 
waercof having preſently itopt us, we defired him 
that commanded them,to cauſe us to be brought unto 
Roxawa and Perdiccas, to whom we were deputed 
by the confederate Princes. The Captain who knew 
the Law of Nations, having given vs a guard unto 
the gate, we there met Perceſ#z5 to whom we declar- 
cd the ſame, you could not come more bitly ( ſaid he ) 
todo your Embailie, the Queenis now at Perdiccas 
his Lodging, where the Council is held to day by 
reaſon that his wounds will not ſuffer him to go to 
the Palace. At theſe words he made us paſs between 
two long fil.s of ſouldiers which ſtood on both ſides 
of the ſtrect,and led us himſelf to Predzccas his Lodg- 
ing, where we found a guard little diflerent from 
tnat which was wont to be about Alexander, We 
went up the itairs,and centred into Perdreeas his cham» 
ber, where the Council was already aſſembled, Pen- 
ce/tz5 being gone in before, and having given notice 
of our bulineſs, all the Princes roſe up, and coming 
cilofe about us to hear what we would ſay, put us in- 
to the midtt of a half circle which they made about 
Peraiccas his bed, at the head whereoi Roxana was 
ſitting. The company conſijted of Selencrs, Caſſan- 
dra, Leonatit, Alcutas, Penceſtas, Neoptolemms, and 
ſome others whom I could not well difcern, After 
having ſhewed our Letters ſeal'd with your ſeals, and 
declared the power we had to ſpeak to them from 
you, Lycaſtes addrefhing himſelf unto Roxana, began 
thus. The Princes Lyſimachns, Ptolomers, Enmenes, 
and their Aſſociates, armed ſor the ſame quarrel ( we 
made no mention of the Prince of Scythia, becauſe 
you had forbidden us)protelt that their keeping thoſe 
forces on foot which they commanded durins the life 
of the late King,and their calling the afſiſtance of their 
friends, has neither becn out of any particular enmi- 
ty, nor out of any defiyn to invade the Territories of 
thoſe who were heretofore thejr companions, but to 
render what they owe utto the memory of Aleran- 
dcr, am to ſettle Queen Srarirs his wite in her due 
Authority, reſtoring her to liberty, anathe Princeſs 
Pariſatts her Siſter, whom you have cruelly and un- 
worthily uſed, and whom you keep captives contrary 

Si of 
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to all juſtice 3 itis to demand them at your hands that 
they have ſent us to you, and to promiſe you, that 
as ſoon as you ſhall free and fatisfie them, they will 
draw their forces out of theſe parts and retire into 
thoſe Provinces which belong unto themſelves. Aﬀter 
that Lycaſtes had ſpoken on this manner, we were 
carried into another room to give them time to deli- 
berate what anſwer they ſhould make, We {taid 
- ,,.there above an hour, and then we were called in a- 
-gain to the ſame place, where Roxana ſpeaking by 
the conſent of all the Princes: We have heard (ſaid 
ſhe ) the propoſition of your Maſters, which we 
account as ſtrange, as we well know that it proceeds 
not from the motive you have alledged ; the Princeſ- 
ſes whom you demand neither are, nor ever were in 
our power,& we cannot take their raiſing of arms for 
other than a manifelt rebellion, againſt thoſe to whom 


they yet owe obedience,and for a remainder of A7e- 


leagers ſedition ; yet are we ready to pardon them 
this fault if they preſently depart out of our Terri- 
tories, without putting us to the trouble of driving 
them out by open force. Theſe words of Roxana's 
were followed by murmur of the whole aſſembly, 
which expreſſed how much they approved that an- 
ſwer, Lycaſtes having asked Roxana if ſhe had no- 
thing more to ſay to him, and receiving only a com- 
mand to retire ; Since you will give no other fatis- 
faction ( ſaid he) to the Princes that have ſent us, [ 
denounce War againſt you on their behalf, He no 
ſooner had uttered theſe words, but all that were 
preſent,caſt forth a loud cry, and by clapping their 
hands teltifiedthat the word W AR was not capable 
to terrifie them who had been bred up init; and Per- 
diccas putting one arm out of bed, and ftrixing his 
thigh with an angry ation, We accept the War 
with joy ( replyed be) ſrom them whom we defire 
not for friends, and we will make it with them on 
ſuch a faſhion, that without doubt they ſhall be wea- 
ry of it firſt, At theſe words calling for a javeline, 
he broke it in our preſence, and caſt rhe pieces of it 
at our feet; and Selenci and Neoprolemms drawing 
near unto Lycaſtes, Tell Prolomers ( ſaid Selencns) 
that we ſhall now have a fair Field to decide our an- 
cient quarrel. And tell Eumenes (added Neoptole- 
mu) that we will quickly make appear the diffe- 
rence there is between a man of counſel like him, 
and a man of action like me, I well perceived that 
all the company,to whom Emmenes his valor was ſuf- 
ficiently known,did but ſmile at Neoprolems his Ro- 
domontado, and we were ready to have made him a 
reply, but preſently after Rox47a commanded us 
to retire, and Alceras following me to the ſtair head, 
whiſpered me in the ear, and faid ſo low that no 
body could overhear him ; Cleantes, Idid not threa- 
ten in publick, but you may tell Zyſimach in par- 
ticular, that at our firſt encounter, we'l change a 
blow or two for Pariſaris, He ſtaid not for an an- 
ſwer, and our guard leading us inſtantly from the 
houſe, accompanied us out of the Town, where 
we were not ſuffered to make any ſtay, yet as we 
paſſed by we ſawall manner of preparations for the 
War. 

Cleantes gave this account of the buſineſs they had 
beenemployed in, and Oroozdares looking upon the 
faces of his three friends at the end of this diſcourſe, 
ſaw them all kindled with a juſt indignation ; Prolo- 
menus Who knew Selencus his vertue, and eſteemed 
him extreamly, though he had been his enemy, re- 
ceived his challenge very modeſtly, but Ermenes 
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whoſe hatred to Neopreicm:us was of another nay 
could not difſemble his choler nor keep himſelf yi, 
inthe terms of his ordinary moderation. We'l ſe fa 
he whether that valiant man of aCtion can make 

Counſellor fly in the open field as he braves andy 
jurcs him within doors And Lyſtz:achws whoſe jealoy 
fie was revived by Alcetas his mefſage,and whodyed 
with grief to know his Miſtreſs was inthe hands 
that indiſcreet Rival; And I (cryed he) {wear by 
the gods, that Alceras ſhall have the fſatisfaQtion}s 
deſires, and that the death of one of us ſhall afſure the 
other of the poſſeſſion of Pariſarzs, To this talk of 
theirs Oroondates added, PeraiccasandIare noting 
condition to threaten one another,and l am ſo defliny 
to do him good offices, that I can hardly hope je 
ſhould ever receive any ill ones from me. The Prince 
had ſome other diſcourſe,the concluſion whereof ws 

that now they ought to ſtand upon their guard, fng 
the war was declared, and that they muſt conter 
themſelves with making little excurſions till their y1 
lies came up, and not undertake any action of impq. 
tance, before all their forces were united. Thenext 
day was employed in fortifying the Camp, and 
drawing a line on that fide toward the Town, from 
the Hill unto the River ; Zyſimachi took that car 
upon him, while Zumenes with certain Officers 
and five hundred horſe went to the neighbouring 
Boroughs and Villages to make them ina gentleyay 
contribute to the maintenance of the Army ; yet 


would they not uſe their power tyrannically; and 


though thoſe Towns belonged unto their enemies, 
not being willing to oppreſs a people that were 
innocent of their diſpleaſure, they libcrally gave the 
money they had to pay for part of what they took, 
and by this order, or by the terror of. their Ar- 
mics, they brought all the places on this fide the 
Eupirares under their ſubjeCtion, and thoſe that 
were on the other remained {till inthe power of their 
Enemies. They had a particular care to hinder 
good old Polemon from receiving any damage in his 
fortune, and inftead of burthening him with any 
charge, they, to recompence the inconveniency he 
ſuffered, made him preſents, of ſufficient value to 
ſatisfie the ambition ofaman more in love with riches 
than he was, In the mean time Oroondares recove- 
red viſibly, and Prolowers having taken care himſelf 
to ſeek ſome of his herb for him ( for it had re 
tained his name 1n the Court of Alexander ) had 
luckily found a good quantity of it ; he was by his 
bed-ſide with the Armazone Queen, the two daugh. 
ters of Ar;abaſus, and Araxes, when certain Troo- 
pers having obtained permiſſion, brought a man of 
reaſonable good faſhion into the chamber, whom 
they had ſeen walking above their C:mp, and whom 
they had taken for a ſpy, aſter they had learn'd from 
his mouth that he came from Babylor, and that he 
was of the enemies party, Prelzwers asked him 
gently who he was and what he came to look for fo 
near their camp ? I look ( aid he ) for that whicl 
we loſt upon the bank of this river, and I amti 
Squire of the valianteit man in the world. Thaleſrs 
having prayed him to explain himfelf a little forthe 
you mult not know what I look for(reply-d he)fince 
by a ſoveraign power Iam forbidden to tell you, 9 


that [ can proteſt to you that you have no intereſt il 


it; butif you would know my Maſters name, its 
too glorious to be concealed from you, an 1.7 will cot: 
feſs I have the honour to belong to the great Frſaces 


| At the name of 4r/aces,Oroondates thruſt part -_ 
| body 


| 55 ſo without doubt . (anſwered the Squire) bur he is 
there in a condition which ſuffers them not todraw 
| much affiſtance from his valour, and which frees you 


| nerof good uſage. My poor Matter. faid the Squire) 


| dayes ſince upon the bank of this river, in a ſingle 
| combate, which he fought againit a {tranger, whoſe 
| yalour was little different from his, their advantage 
| was equal and thoſe two valiant enemies falling 
| from their horſes at the ſame time, my poor Matter 
| having loft his ſenſes and underſtanding with his 
| bloud, had a'ſo loſt his life in my arms, if 1 had not 
| bethought my ſelf to ſeek for help, and if by the 


| byacompany of horſemen who paſſed near me, and 
| a23wehave known ſince were Seleacus and Cfſander 


| my Maſicr to be carried away from thence at my 

| earneſt entreaty, and afterward to be brought to 

| Babylon, where having learned his name, and that 
| reputation which ſpreads it ſelf over all the earth, 
| they cauſed him to be ſo carefully looked too, that 
| out of gratitude he has engaged himſelf intheir 
| party, and is ſorry for his want of health, onely be- 


| efficesin thoſe occaſions which are like ſhortly to pre- 
| ſentthemſelves. 


{ dates muſed deeply upon this diſcourſe, and judging 
| fought was certainly Arſaces, he felt a chilneſs 
| which ran through all his body, and cauſed extraor- 
| Iytoclear his doubt, Tell me ( purſued he with a 
| what day this combat was, what arms thy Matter 
| wore, and ifhe had not fought with Perdzccas before 


his meeting with that ſtranger ? This is the eighth 
| Gy (anſwered the Squire ) fince that fatal encoun- 


| Perſon whom he had taken from Perdrccas, and | 


| nevedhim very much, and remembring what that 
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body out of bed, and deſiring to learn news of him 
to whom his country was ſo much oblig'd, and of 


whom he had heard ſo many wonders; My friend 
aid he tothe Squire ) 1s it poſſible that the valiant 
Arſaces ſhould be in the party of our enemies ? He 


— 


fom the damage you might reccive by it. Tell us 1 
pray YOU, (replyed Oroondares)in what condition he 
and fearnothing from us, who will give youall inan- 


is kept in bed at Selexcus his lodging, by five or ſix 
great wounds, whereof the Phyſitians and Chirur- 
gions do yet fear the event; he received them a few 


goodneſs of the gods, my cryes had not been heard 


withtheir followers; ſome of them out of pity cauſed 


cauſe it hinders him from requiting part of their good 


While the Squire ſpoke on this manner, Oroon- 


by ſo many probabilitics, that he with whe m he had 


dinary alterations in him, Prolomers, and Thaleſtr is 
perceived it ; but the Prince being defirous perfect. 


tone ſomething different from his former voice ) 


ter. my Maſters arms were ruſſet, and before that 
laſt combate he had fought two others, in the firit 
whereof he left Perdiccas on the ground, and in 
the ſecond he beat half a ſcore horſemen ; bur 
though he won the honour, and the field; he loſt a 


Whoſe loſs he was as ſenſible of as he could be of that 
of his own life. Oroondates needed no more, to 
perfe@t his aſſurance that it was in the perſon of Ar- 
faces he had found the Rival, who had ſo unjuſtly 
robb'd him of his Princeſſes affections, and who had 
 valiantly diſputed them with him ; this knowledge 


manh:d done in favour of his friends, he was afflict- 
& that the gods had not raiſed him up another 
memy, againſt whom he might without ingrati- 
tude let looſe all his reſentments. His ſadneſs ap- | 


peared in his countenance, and his thoughts were 
own to Prolomers, and to th efair Amazone ; 


I 
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he continueda good while in this perplexity, which - 
diſcovered it ſelf by his filence, and by the motions 
of hiseyes. He conſidered as much as poſſibly he 
could, how much his country was indebted to Ar- 
faces his ſervices, and called to mind that friendſhip 
he had conceived himſelf, at the. recital of Lyſina- 
chus,and of all thoſe he had heard ſpeak of him ; and 
that reflection was itrong enough, to grieve him ve- 
ry ſenſibly, but it was too weak to reliit the impe- 
ouſneſs of his jealouſfie ; and at the firft allault it 
made upon hin, all theſe powerful remembrances 
vaniſhed out of his mind. What! { cricd he ſuri- 
ouſly ) is it Arſaces then who ſteals from me the 
heartof my ingrateful Princeſs ? and have the gods 
decreed, that ne, who was ſo officious to my coun- 
try, ſhould be cruel tome alone, an1 ſhould now be 
the unjuit raviſher of a happineſs 1 had fo lawfully 
acquired, and ſodearly bought ? Ah! he ſhall die, 
that injurious ſupplanter, who has robb'd me of a 
prize waich was duc to none but me; he ſhall die, 
that Ar/ſaces, that pittileſs enemy, for whom I had 

more gentle, and more gratciul thoughts; and 

fiace he tears away my lite with ſo much injuſtice 

and inhumanity, let him know that our enemies 

walls are not able to defend him againſt a Rival 

whom he has precipitated into deſpair. Orgondares 

brought forth theſe words with ſuch a tranſported. 
aCtion, that they ſurpriſed the whole company; and 

Arſaces his Squire was ſoaſtoniſhed at them, that he 
durit not open his mouth in the defence of his Ma- 

ſter, Heafterwards rolled over a thouſand violent 

thoughts in his imagination, and when they had 

kept him ſilent a reaſonable while, Friend ! ( con- 

tinued he, addreſſing himſelf to the Squire) thou 

mailt tel! A-ſuces that thou haſt ſeen his enemy, who 

reduced him into the condition thou leiteſt him in, 


and who received theſe wounds which keep him 


now in bed, from no body but him; thatI praiſe the 
gods for having inſpired him with the deſign of put- 
ting himſeliinto the party of our enemies, and that 
to what part of the world ſoever he retires, I will 
infallibly cither bring him death, or receive it 
from his har:ds ; let him know that our lives are in- 
compatible, that our combats ſhall be eternal, and 
trat our war ſhall never have an end, till either he 
dic to ſatisfie my juſt revenge, or that I fall to ſe- 
cure his conqueit, Bid him recover his health, 
and his ſtrength, to make an end with me; and tell 
him that though I am his mortal, irreconcileable e- 
nemy, I will contribute to his cure, that I may the 
ſooner ſee him in a condition to give me ſatisfacti- 
on ; and indeed it is not reaſonable I ſhould make 
uſe of that advantage which chance, and the care of 
my friends have given me, {ince our wounds were 
equall, it is juſt our remedies ſhould be equall too, 
ror ſhould an herb put any difference between the 
eſtates of two men, in whom valour left none at 
all at the iſſue of our combate, Takethat heri thou 
ſceſt upon the tavle, cauſe it to be applyed unto his 
wounds, and be molt certain that thou ſhalt quickly 
ſee him as wellasIam; if thou diſtruſt the preſent 
of an enemy, thou ncedit but look upon my 
wounds, where thou ſhalt ſee ſome of the ſame, 
and perchance it will be known by ſome about him, 
who are not ignorant of the effect it wrought here- 
tofore upon Prolomers ;, but tell him that 1 neither 
pretend toany acknowledgement from him, nor do 
him this courtefie with any intention to be reconcil- 
ed to him, but with a firm defign ſhortly to begin 
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the fight again, which our wounds have interrupted. | him of thoſe violent thoughts, juſtified her Miſtregy 


Oroondates when he had ended theſe words, com- 
manded Araxes to give the Squire part ofthe herb 
that had been gathered for him, and prayed Peolo- 
ew to cauſe himto be conducted ſafely our of their 
quarters. All the company wondering at this action, 
could not ſufficiently admire the greatneſs of his 
courage, and generous Prolomers himſelf, who was 
raviſhed at it as well as the reſt, could not forbear 
crying out. O Gods! for whom do you reſerve 
the Empire of the world if you give itnot unto this 
Prince, who by ſo many admirable actions teſtifies 
to men, that he holds more of your nature than of 
theirs. After this exclamation, he confirmed the 
Squire in the knowledge the Prince had given him 
of the vertue of his herb, and the Squire who would 
ſhew ſomething of gcneroſity as well as they, recei- 
ved it upon their word, without demanding further 
proof, and thanking Oroondates with much ſubmi- 
{ion he went out of the chamber, and took his way 
toward Babylon with the convoy Prolomers had ap- 
pointed him. But 2raxes who knew his Maſters 
intention, would not leave him, for fear he ſhould 
learn Oroondates his name of ſome of thoſe that con- 
voyed him, and took ſo good order amongſt them, 
that though he often enquired, he could not poſſibly 


inform himſelf. Within a while after Ly/imachus | 


coming into Orooxdates his chamber, and having 
heard the recital of what had paſſed, exprefled a 
_m deal of trouble, that Ar/aces with whom he 

ad made a friendſhip, and of whom he had a mar- 
vellous eſteem ; was in the enemics party, and was 
himſelf Oroondates's particular enemy ; but in the 
end,the intereſts ofthat Prince, and his own together 
ſtifled part of his grief, and diſpoſed him to bear 
that advantage of his enemies with patience, After 
that day the Princes made ſome little excurſions to- 
wards Babylon, and began the war with ſome ſlight 
encounters,but becauſe the enemy kept cloſe, waiting 
for the ſuccours of their Allies, and that the parties 
which were ſent forth had order to hazard nothing, 
there happened no memorable encounter. 

It would be tedious, and ſuperfluous, pnnctually 
to relate all the diſcourſes, and all the actions of leſs 
importance which paſſed during the time that Oroon- 
dates his wounds detained him in his bed, and be- 
fore the arrival of thoſe forces the Princes expected; 
it will ſuffice to kno:v that his cure went on with a 
prodigious ſucceſs, an1 that his health returned fo 
ſuddenly, that within a week after his encounter 
with A-/aces his Squire, he was well enough to 
leave his bed, as hedid with the Chirurgions permi- 
ſon. Some three or four dayes after that, the 
Princes ſeeing that of their generall Rendezvous 
draw near, and having had notice that their allies ad- 
vanced with great marches towards the Town ap- 
pointed, Lyſimachus, and Eumenes went from Pole- 
»0ns houſe with a thouſand horſe to meet them, and 
bring them to the place where they were already en- 
camped. Oroondates who ſaw them go away, and 
who felt the return of his forces, began to take up his 
former fiercene{s, and as a young Lion wakens his 
anger with his tail, he animated his courage by the 
remembrance of his loſſes, and excited himſelf with 
motions of joy, unto the war he ſaw already kindled, 
Yet cid not that obje&t ſmother the remembrance of 
| his love, but as often as he was alone with Cleore, he 
renewed the diſcourſe of it with a vehemence able 
to ruinea health not well confirmed, Cleone to cure | 
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Part. We 


well as poſſibly ſhe could againſt his accuſations Pro- 
teſted to him with a thouſand oaths, -that ſhe didn 
ſo much as know A7r/aces,and that ſhe had waited con 
ſtantly enough upon the Queen her Miſtreſs to ſive 
for her, that ſhe had never been in his company by 
ſome few moments, and 'twas very unlikely, thy 
great and vertuous Queen, who in the ſad eſtate of 
her fortune; andeven when ſhe thought her ſelf fr. 
ſaken by him, had ſo long reſfiited the ſuit of Aly, 
ander, ſhould fo ſuddenly, and fo lightly caſthe 
aftections upon that ſtranger, Oroondates ſaw 


tle ground for his ſuſpitions; but when he remen. 
bred the te{timony he had received with his own 
eyes, and the conformity thereof with the report; 
Perdiccas, with that of Cleone her ſelf, and with 
that of Arſaceshis Squire, he was con{trained to fal 
again into that cruel belief, which ſtruck him inty 
deſpair, and deprived his reaſon of all the power it 
was wont to have over him; to fortifie' that opinion 
he alledged to Cleene, the wonderful effects of in. 
clination, and what he heard Zyſimuchus, and mz. 
ny others ſpeak, touching the good qualities, and 
graceful) perſon of Arſaces. - The Election Arſace 
had made of the other party, joyned it ſelf alſo to 
that remembrance, Ir is not likely ( ſaid he) that 
after having tought againſt Perdiccas, and pur him 
ina condition which promiſes him but little ſecurity, 
he ſhould caſt himſelf on his ſide, if he were not 
moved to it by ſome itronger conſideration than his 
friend{hip to Sclexucrs; No, no, he is advertiſed 
that Srarira, or Caſſandra (call her which youwill) 
is now in Babylon, and 'twas to be near Her, thathe 
forgot his reſcntments, and the peril which threatens 
him near ſo dangerous an encmy ; but be it how 
it will, C/core, we ſhall ſce the ſucceſs of it after 
the end of this War, and if it pleaſe the pods that 
Arſaces ſurvive me, the Queen ſhall poſſeſs him in 


tranquillity, which ſhe ought never to hope for 
while I am alive, Theſe were his ordinary 
thoughts, wherein he was often comforted by the 
fair Amazoe Queen, and by the dear wives of Pre 
lomews, and Eumenes, who knowing moſt partolfis 
diſcontents, and having ſucceeded their elder ſiſter 
in her good will toward him, endeavoured to mode- 
rate his trouble, by reaſons like thoſe which Cleone 
repreſented to him, and which he himſelf could not 
diſapprove, He was in this converſation with them, 
at one ofthe windows of his chamber, when caſting 
his eye over the neighbourins field, he obſerved an 
extraordinary ſhining a creat way off, All the com- 
pany looked that way after him, and when the ob- 
jets were a little nearer, they diſcovered that the 
Sun-beams produced that effect upon the arms ofthe 
troops that were advancing, and within a while after, 
they diſtinctly perceived the firit ſquadrons, and 
the firſt Battalions of that great army which had been 
ſo much expected, and which Ly{imackus and Ex- 
menes weregone to meet, Helikewiſe ſaw Prolome- 
#5 take horſe, with Queen Thaleſ-is, an! ſome of 
the Officers of his Camp,to welcome thoſe illuſtrious 
friends, who disbanding themſelves from their ſeve- 
ral commands, came pallovins alſo to receive thoſe 
dear embailies, and made a little body of the great- 
eſt m:n that were in the world ; This reception Was 
made between the two Armics, who at that fight ſent 
forth ſhouts and cryes of joy, and of alliance, which 


great deal of probability in what ſhe ſaid, and butly, 


made the banks of Exphrares ecchoto the very my | 
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| bur in his face. EF 
| know all thoſe va'jant men, whoſe fame was ſpread 


| through the whole world, and amongit whom he 
| was ſure he ſhould yet find a good number of his 
| friends, and without doubt his deſire had been fatis- 
F Fed that very day, if Ly/iach: who had a mind to 
| fhew them to the Prince in all their gallantry, which 
| © well becaine them, had not prayed thein to de- 
| & their viſit, and to relt themſelves the remainder 
* of that day in tents that were prepared for them, 
| while he buſicd himſelf with Eumenes in making their 
| forces encamp, whoſe quarters were a | appointed, 
| 1n{their places ſet out for them, The order that had 
| been taken many dayes before facilitated their en- 
| camping, and that great nu ber of men was ina 
| ſhort time lodg'd comnodioufly, and withour difor- 
| deror confuſion ; the proviſions were already come, 
| 5 well thoſe they brought long with them, as the 
other which by Ermenes his care were gotten from 
the neighbouring places, and from the open Coun- 
| try; and thoſe forces which were hutted already, 
| received them that were newly arrived, and accom- 
| modated them with ſuch as they had, ſo that contra- 
| ry tothe ordinary cuſtome, that army was lodged 
| almoſt atits very arrival, and paſſed the night very 
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of Babylon. 


dz di . 
h__ J] arms were diſcerned by Oroondates, and 


ven the ſound of the trumpets, and the neighing 
© the horſes already came unto his ears. The 
princeſſes who ſtood by him grew pale at theſe ob- 
jects, but they abſolutely rouzed up the Princes 


martial humour) and made him with ſome kind of 


ſhame and repentance remember his glorious ap- 


-entiſhip in that trade, his good beginnings in it,and 


| he progreſs he might have made if it had not been 
| nterrupre 


d by his love. This reflection drew ſome 
fohs from him, and kindled an extraordinary co- 
He burned already with a deſire to 


contentedly. Prolomens, Lyſtmachus,and Eumenes, 
after having employed the reſt of the day, and the 


| beginning of the nightin lodging their friends, and 
accommodating the ſouldicrs, returned to Oroonda- 
| res, and having excuſed themſelves that they could 
| keep him company no better, by reaſon of the ne- 


ceſſity of their affaires, they gave him account of 


| whatthey had done, and of the order in which they 


had put the camp. O-oondates received their civili- 


| ties with much reſpect, and Ly{machus having ask- 
{ edhim, if he would not ſee their army in battalia, 
| andallthe commanders at the head of their men, the 
| next dayin caſe his health would permit him to be 
| Carried ina litter as far as the plain, he ſhewed an 
| Extream defire todo ſo, and the Chirurgion having 
| afured him that he might without danger, he prepa- 
| ted himſelf for thar ſight with great fatisfaCtion. He 
| paſſedthat night very impatiently,and the next morn- 
| nggetting himſelf ready, he no ſooner heard'that 


thearmy was in battalia, but he went out of his 


| Camber with the Ladies, *and when he was come 


vwnthe ſtairs,finding a litter which waited for him, 
he got up into it, with Queen Thaleſtris, who as 


yell and as warlike as ſhe was, would needs keep - 


him company ; the other Ladies ſeated themſelves 


| Inthe Chariots prepared for them, and all of them 


together, under the conduct of Cleantes and Araxey, 
noſled through the place where the forces had been 


| camped, and from whence the Commanders had 


drawnthem out that morning to imbattle them in the 
Plain a few furlongs below. 
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A thouſand flying banners, a thouſand | 
ſplayed, and the glittering luſtre of well | 


a 


27] 
The Prince found them in excellent order, and 
preſently admired the Grecian diſcipline, and the 
Macedonian Philauxes, That which had facilitated 
the leavy of ſo many men, and their ſo ſuddain arri- 
val, was,that all they who commanded them at that 
time, and who had raiſed them partly in thoſe 
Territories that were fallen to their ſhare, had com- 
manded in-thoſe ſame Provinces in Alexanders life 
time, in the quality of Governours, and many of 
them reſided in them already, and had there receiv- 
ed the requelit 'of Lyſimachu, and Prolomens, to 
arm thoſe in their fayour, who ſince the Kings death 
were become their ſubjects. Thoſe people who were 
accuitomed to obey them, acknowledg'd them 
gladly, and followed them without difficulty in that 
cxpcdition; and in thoſe Provinces where the Princes 
were abſent, as thoſe of Lyſimachns, Prolomens, 
and many others, the Lieutcnants they had left there, 
took arms at their firſt ſummons, and had found no 
trouble'in making thoſe people obey them, who 
adored them for their vertue, and who hoped to en- 
joy the ſame happineſs under their raign, which they 
had taſted under their government. The forces 
were not drawn up in battalions and ſquadrons fit 


\for a battel, nor was the Cavalry upon the wings ſe- 


parated fromthe infantry, but they were ranked ac- 
cording to their nations, and followed their ſeveral 
Commanders, who without ſuchorder as is proper 
for ſervice, marched at the head of their new ſub- 
jects. The frit that appeared to Oroondates his 
cyc,were thoſe ofthe greater Phrygsa, under the 
conduct of their Prince Ant:igonns, conſiſting of four 
thouſand horſe, and eight thouſand foot, they had 
ſomething of their effeminateneſs of their country, 
but they began to grow warlike under their new 
Maſter; and to learn a trac of him, wherein he had 
paſſed his apprentiſhip under King Phzlip, and had 
acquired ſo great reputation under Alexander, An- 
tigonus was mounted upon a very large bay horſe, all 
his body was covered with well poliſhed ſteel, height- 
ned with gold upon the edges, and his hair which 
began to turn gray, was prefſed with alittle head- 
piece after the faſhion of the Greeks, ſhaded with a 
plume of feathers; he had two ſteel headed darts 
in his right hand, and with the left he bore a weighty 
ſhield, the workmanſhip of the moſt induſtrious Ma- 
ſtersin Greece, The comely preſence of Antigonns, 
and that high renown of him, which ſpread it ſelf 
every where abroad, would have obliged Oroonda- 
tes to conſider him with a long attention, if his fight 
had not been withdrawn from him, to fix it ſelf upon a 
more plealing object; It was his ſon the young Prince 
Demetrrius,who rode by his fathers ſtde,with a grace 
able to attract the eyes and hearts of all the world, 
his beauty was nothing infcriour tothat of the faireſt 
Ladies of Aſia, and his eyes had a charming ſweet- 
neſs in them which gained affections inſcnſibly ; if he 
was handſome, he was yet more valiant, andthough 
he was ſcarcely full eighteen years old, he in the 
lait exploits of Alexander, had given proofs of a 
growing valour, which evenin its be{imnings yeild- 
ed not to that of the moſt renowned \Varriours ; but 
if he was handſome and valiant, he was yet more 
amorous. Never was ſoul more capable than 
his of ſweet impreſhons of Love, and in the whole 
courſe of his life, which was | one of the moſt 
glorious and 1lJultrious that ever was, the fe- 
'verelt minds never found any other Llemiſh, fave 
a too great propenſity to that paſſkon which 
Crimi 
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criminal Philoſophers have condemned. He was 
upon the back of a white horſe full of little black 
ſpots, who by his proud carriage, and ſtately trot, 
ſer off the graceful faſhion, and pleaſing garb of his 
Maſter, all his armour glittcred with gold, and ſtones 
of value, his coat of afms was all covered with an 
embroidery which did not ill accompany the richneſs 
of them ; and to ſhew that ſoft inc'inativn was pre- 
do ninant in him, he in his ſhield had the image of the 
God of love, painted by they hand of the admired 
Apelles. | The ſight of this young Prince, did mar- 
vellouſly delight the great Oroonaates, and the ge- 
nerous Thaleſtris ; but preſently after,they were not 
leſs ſatisfied with that of two renowned Captains, 
whom Fame had already made known to the whole 
world, they were Crater, and Polypercon; Cra- 
terus Who by his admirable vertue, was worthy to 
ſhare Alexanders affeCtions.with Hepheſtion, and 
who loſt nothing in his inclination, which he gained 
not with advantage in his elteem ; Crarerus Who a- 
' Tone obliged that great King to reſpects, and ho- 
nours, from which his greatneſs excuſed hin toward 
all the world, and Crarerus briefly, who onely by 
his vertue did till his death preſerve the chief authv- 
rity among the Macedonians, and the chief place in 
the hearts of all the ſouldiers, Polypercon for 
his valour was not leſs conltiderable than he, and he 
kept up his reputation ſo well among Alexanders 
ſucceſſors, that not long after, he in the opinion ofthe 
great Pyrrhus was preferred before all the reſt. 
Theſe two brave men together, led the half of thoſe 
thirty thouſand Jacedonians, which deceaſed A- 
lexander had cauſed to be raiſed for his guard, and 
which he had drawn about him a while before his 
death, the reſt of them had refuſed to follow their 
companions, and had taken part with Per-diccas ; 
they were all foot, but their arms were light, their 
perſons well choſen, and their diſcipline ſo good, 
that the Princes grounded the better part of their 
hopes uponthem. After theſe appeared the Syrians 
under the conduct of Laomedon, they were heavily 
armed, and never fought but {tanding ſtill, yet though 
they did little incommode the enemy by going out 
upon parties, and were exempted from all duties of 
light armed men, they made profeſſion to fight in 
their ranks to their lait breath, and to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be cut all in picces, before they wou'd let 
their battalions be broken ; thcir number was three 
thouſand horſe, and ſeven thouſand foot, and their 
valiant Leader was able to ſhew an hundred ſcars, 
received under Alexander, in a thouſand encounters 
wherein he had made himſelf remarkable. The Syr:- 
ans were followed by the Cyl:cians under theirPrince 
Philotas, who worthily bore the name of the firit 
Philatas, Parmenio's unfortunate ſon that ended hislife 
in torments by the command of Alexander, whoſe 
favourite he had been a while before, they were two 
thouſand horſe and fix thouſand foot ; After which 
appcarcd the brave Eumenes, at the head of the Cap- 
padocians, and Paphlagonians, hefrom the Territo- 
ries of Amaſia, and the banks of the [ris ; and the 
Thermodoon had drawn ix thouſand horſe the belt of 
the whole armie, making uſe of that advantage which 
Cappaazcia hath above all the Provinces of 4ſia, to 
breed ſuch as are cxtreamly handſom, and excellent 
go0d for ſervice, and out of Paphlagonia he had fix 
thouſand foot, who, were armed onely with little 
motions, and light corſlets, and who ( quite contra- 
ry tothe Syrians) fought little ſtanding itil, but tired 
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out an armie by continual excurſions, and thouphty 
paſſage difficult, nor any ſtrait ſo dangeroyg 
they would get through it with a wonderful nin, 
neſs. Aſenander came next to them, followedy 
ſx thouſand Lyaians, a tender, cfteminate 

and little able to endure the hardſhip of war, by , 
were very apt to learn, and obeyed the com 

of their Officers, with much dependence and Fidel 
ty. (Thoſe that drank the waters of Ni1us, and th 
ſcorched inhabitants of thoſe parts of Africa w 
Arabia, which are near to Egypr,came after themy, 
der their valiant Prince Prolomers ; but they mardy 
with a pride which they drew from the gloty of thy 
Prince, and ſcemed by their bold, and ſtately 
to promiſe that they would be invincible o lons 


Pro/omens was at the head of them ; and certainlyty 
military preſence of their Commander, ſuited ny 
ill with their fierceneſs, for Q cen 7 ha/eſtris wy i 
ſhewed him to Oroondates, compared him to thos Þ ' 
images of the god Mars, which ſhe had often ea i 
inthe Temples of his country ; if he had his garb, 
alſo had his vertue, and among the moſt valiant 
the world, there were few that fought in their on Þ ' 
perfon with more courage, nor led men onto bi. 

tel with more prudence. His forces, as well thoſche 
commanded during 4lexanders life, as the othes 
which Cleomenes had brought him out of his Pre 


vince, conſiſted of cight thouſand horſe, and twelre 


thouſand foot. Scarce had the Prince taken off hiseye Þþ 
from Prolomens, when he fixt it upon an obje, 
which wakencd his old remembrances with mug 
tenderneſs, It was Prince Ocyaes, who forthe quar 
rel of his Nieces had armed the Balrians, and 


marched at the head of them with a countenance 


which ſufficiently expreſſed with what affeQionle WP 


[til] conſidered the re iques of his Brothers family; 
he was in the flower of his age, and inthe Majeſty 
his face one might caſily ſee, both the greatneſs ot his 
courage, and that of his quality. With him was the 
good old Artabaſus, whoſe forces were mingled 
with his, and what with Badtrians, and £ ogarant 
made thennmber of ſix thouſand horſe, and ten thov 


fand foot, armed with boiled lcather, ard uponthir 


left arms bearing large Targets, wherewith they 
covercd molt part of their bodies. Oxyanes was 
horſe-back, and that gallant old man Arrabaſm wi 
carried ina Litter, not being willing to make hisag 
an excuſe to exempt him from what he owed unto the 
blood of Darixs, and to the intereſt of his ſons 
law ; By him rode his own two ſons, C:phes, and I 
onens, all that were [:ft of a greater number, who 
firit for Darius his quarrel, and then for Alexan 
aers, had nobly loſt their lives in war. Oroondate 
conſidered theſe dear and ancient friends with 
very affectionate motions, and would have gone 
ſtraight toward them, ifthe Amazone Queen had not 
told him it would be better to defer his endearments, 
which elſe would diſturb the order of thoſe things 
that itil} were to be ſeen. -Orocxdates forbore Ut 
the. Queens entreaty and next ſaw Philip paſs by 
with four thouſand Hyrcanian horſe ; Phrataphernts 
with a like number of -/rmenians, and Archeſilas 
with fix thouſand more, drawn from the further 
parts of Meſopotamia. The laſt that appeared atthat 
famous review was the brave Lyſimachs, and ct 
tainly it could not end by a perſon, that couls more 
worthily fill his place, nor that could leave the 


ſpectators a more pleafins /dea of the lait objectsof 


that day ; among ſo many thouſard men, there - 
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xtonethat knew better how to uſe aſword, or ja- 
yelin, but neither in ſo great a number, was there 
any body, who! fierceneſs in arms was fo becom- 
-- and whoſe preſence was ſo majeitics. He 
mounted an able cheſnut horſe, which Alexander 
had given him at the lait battel he fought againlt the 
| Coſeans; thatnoble bealt, whom the light of other 
horſes, and the ſound of the in{truments had ftirred, 
as all white with foam, and went with a proud 
fprightly action, which ſcemedto expreſs the con- 
| tentment he had to be ſubject to none but ſuch great 
Maſters. Lyſmach fince the news of his Prin- 
wſſes being alive, no longer clouded tis arms with 
Wlack as he was wont, to; declare the ſadneſs of his 
heart, and the loſs of his hopes,. but that day they 
were covered with green, and enriched with eme- 
| ralds of great price, which gave an extraordinary 
| tufre, being ſet in antick heads upon his ſhoulders, 
 inthoſe upon his buskins, and in other places, where 
| they ſeemed to ſtand with ſome ſhew of neceſſity ; 
The creſt upon his head piece was a ſerpent of the 
| fme mettal with his arms, which itretcned it ſelf 
| with long windings round about his head, and dart- 
Y F out a triple-pointed !ting, ſeemed by the indultry 
| f theworkman to ſend forth real hiſſings ; his ſhield 
was of the ſame matter, but Lyſmachns by Alex- 
| anders command, had laid afide his former devices, 
| tocauſe the dreadful Lyon, which he had ſlain with ſo 
| admirable a valour, to be engraven 1n it with theſe 
| words underneath in Greek. Par:ſarzs conquered it. 
; | His caflock (the fleeve whereof appeared under his 
IF poldron;and the skirt came cown as far as his knee) 
\& waofthe colour of his arms, embroidered with lit- 
I tefuns of cold, and emeratds like thoſe upon his 
F- axns, fatened in certain places of it, He hada 
| | Bio cwvelin in his right hand, and by his fide a rich 
| ſword hanging in a curious skarf wrought by the 
| hands of Pariſuris, who by the interceſſion of 4- 
| kxander himſelf, and the command of Sy/izambrc, 
hadgiven it him when he went with the King to fight 
| againſt the Coſſeans, In this equipage marched Ly- 
fmachus at the head of the Thracians, of the inhabi- 
tants of Pourus, and of the Byſp20ras, valiant, wars 
| like nations, out of which their new Prince had 
| drawn fix thouſand horſe, and tweive thouſand foot. 
| This was the number of their forces, the names of 
their nations, and of fnoſe that commanded them, 
but beſides them, there was allo a great many emi- 
nettmen, who without any command ſerved in their 
| own perſons with their friends, or kindred. Among 
theſe were Prince Oxidates, Mithranes, young 
Pharnabaſus, Leoſtenes the ſon of Ariobarſunes, 
| Menelaus brother to Prolomens, Leocaris, and 
Dioxippus the ſons of Mentro, Callicrates the ſon of 
| Philotas, Demochares the ſon of Laomedon, young 
AMexander the fon of Polype-con, Trafil,us the bro- 
| ther of Mcnander the valiant Thridates, Cambyſes, 
| and Araſpes the ſons of Jezens, Cleobulirs ſon to the 
| Unfortunate Orfiaes, Liſtanaer the ſon of Phrata- 
ſhernes, Phil:ftratus the fon of Archeſilans, and ma- 
ly others, who in vertue, and greatneſs of courage, 
| Vere no way inferiour to thoſe whoſe fortune was 
more advantageous than theirs, both in the favour 
of the late King, and in the ſharing of the Pro- 
Vines,” 
This ſtately review being cnded,. all theſe famous 
Watiours alighted, and under the conduct of Lyſi- 
Macs, drew near to Oroondares his litter, That 


plant Prince received them with civilities worthy 
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| both of him and them, and payed them ſuch reſpects 

as were only dae to the chiefeſt and moſt illutrious 
perſons upon earth; he gave a moſt courteous, and 
ſu>miſhve reception to Antigonns, and his ſon, to 
Craterus, to Polypercon, to Laomedon, andthe reſt, 
whoſe reputation had produced in him a high eſteem 


of their merit, but as ſoon as he ſaw Oxiartes, and 
Arrabsſus come toward him, he did his endeavour to 
have gotten out of his litter, and embraced them 
with tremblings of heart, and ſighs which ſtopt the 
courſe of his ſpeech; Prince Oxrartes and old Arta- 
baſus, expreſſed the ſame tenderneſs to him, and 
remembring together their firſt acquaintance, the 
fall of Darius his houſe, and the change of their 
fortunes, they folemnized that enterview with ma- 
ny tears, in which a good part of the by itanders 
were interefled,. The number of fo many conli- 
derable perſons hindred Orcondates at that time 
trom faluting every one of them particularly, 
but that hindred not all the Princes from looking 
upon him with the admiration which had already 
ſeized them, at the recital of his gallant actions : 
Crarerus put him in mind of the encounter he had 
with him at the battel of //ſs, and of the diſadvan- 
tage the gods had ſent him, for offering to oppoſe 
that valour, to which all humane valour ought to 
yeild. Oroondates received Craterus's diſcourſe 
with a great deal of humility, and excuſed his fall, 
by the diſorder of a throng wherein valiant men, 
and cowards come down together. Theſe words 
drew on a noble and pleaſing converſation amons ſo 
many perſons of note, from whom the fair Amazone 
Queen (who was known to many of the company 
that had retained the Idea of her from the time of her 
voyage to Alexander) received the honours that 
were due unto her merit, and to her quality ; all the 
eminent perſons in that great army deſired to par- 
take in that acquainrance, and the preſs which began 
toincommode the Princes, obliged them te think of 
rctyrins, when from mouth to mouth there came a 
rumour among them, that there was ſome diſorder 
at one end of the Camp. Lyſimachus, Eumenes, 
Demetrins, Laomedon, and many others with them, 
turned toward that ſide, and cauſed room to be made 
for them to £o and appeaſe that tumult, while the 
reſt with Orocndates, and Thaleſtris went toward 
Polemons.houſe. The cauſe of the noiſe that had been 
heard was this; five or ſix troopers being three or 
four hundred paces from their body, and following 
the bank of the river, either by order from their cap- 
tain, or for ſome particular intention, ſaw coming 
ſoftly toward them, a Cavalier attended only by one 
Squire ; his garb, and the pace he rode ſhewed that 
he was very weary,or deeply buricd in his thoughts; 
but whatſoever his poſture was, one might ſee was 
of a very fair ſtature, the colour of his arms was 
near to that of whithered leaves. but they were ſcate- 
red over with black ſpots, & with ſome ſparks of fire 
in many places; his coat of arms was of wrought 
ſteel, and his cask was covered with plumes of the 
ſame colour, and with a long black herſetail, which 
waved upon his ſhoulders ; with his Icft hand he car- 
ried a ſhield, wherein he alſo bore fables, a mans 
heart torn by many vultures, and theſe words in 
Greek, Orceaſe to tear me, or 11: ke me ceaſe to live. 
In his right hand he held a ſtrong javelin, whereof 
havins ſet the end of the ſhaft upon his foot, he 
O . - . » 

ſeemed to lean upou it with all kis weight, Theſe 
horſemen having looked awhile upon him, and fee- 


| 
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ing him come ſtill nearer to the camp in that melan- 
choly faſhion, whether it were that they took him 
fora ſpy, or that they had a mind to know who he 
was, advanced toward him uncivilly 'enough, and 
asked him bluntly, What he was, and whither he 
went? The ſtranger lift up head at the noiſe they 
made in coming to him, and ſeeing himſelt encom- 
paſſed and examined by thoſe fellows; Friends (ſaid 
| he) I follow my way ; Iknow not who you are, and 
you: have nothing to do to know who | am. The 
forwardeſt of the Troopers nctled with this diſdain- 
ful anſwer, Whoſoever you are(replyed he) you ſhall 
come before our Generals, to give them an account 
of what | have asked you, and what bulineſs brings 
you ſo near unto our camp. Saying theſe words he 
ſeized upon his bridle, and preſenting the point of 
his Javelin at him, commanded him to follow him, 
The ſtranger who naturally was none of the mot 
patient, could not ſuffer the violence that was ot- 
fered him, and without conſidering the number of 
his enemies, he ruſhed again{t hin? that had laid hold 
of his rein, with his ſhield, and with the breaſt of 
his*horſe To impetuouſly, that he ſent him and his 
tumbling breathleſs to the ground ; the relt {tirred 
up by the fall of their companion, ran all furiouſly 
to revenge him; and the ſtranger who had already 
prepared himſelf to receive them, made at the firit 
ſo unfortunately for him, that he {truck his javelin in 
at his throat, and laid him dead among the horſes 
feet. Aﬀer this ation, letting go his ;javelin he 


drew his ſword, and falling in among them with an | 


incomparable fierceneſs, he made them quickly 
know, that they had vainly hoped to get the advan- 
tage over him by their number ; the third of his ene- 
mies was already gnawing the earth, having recet- 
ved a thurſt which ran him quite through the body, 
and thoſe that were left began to think. of running a- 
way, when the noiſe of the fight ſo near the camp 
was heard by the neare(t troops,ſome of the troopers 
ran preſently thither, who ſeeing their companions 
dead & wornnded betook themſelves to their {ide,and 
without conſidering the laws of honour fell all toge- 
therupon the ſtranger, who received them with.an 
aſſuredneſs able to itrike that terror into themwherof 
he himſelf was incapable. Come baſe cowards(cryed 
he) come. and belicve that though I care but little for 
my life, T'le ſell it you at as dear arate as it | loved 
it very much, 

Speaking theſe words ke flew amongſt them lite 
a thunderbolt, and covering himſelf with his ſhield 
with an admirable dexterity, he dealt his blows to 
the boldelt of them with ſo great a force, that eve- 
ry one .of them carried cither death, or an incurab'e 
wound along with it. But the number {till encrea- 
ſed,and how valiant ſoever he was, yet being neither 
immortal, nor invulnerable, he began to know the 
danger which he could not fear, and though itoutly 
aſſiſted by his Squire, he mult infallibly have ſunk 
atlaſt, if Aſenander, Phrataphernes Oxidates, Ili- 
ones, Tiridates, and a great many more had not 
cometo the place of that unequal combat. Afenan- 
der when he ſaw thoſe horſemen to be his, made 
himſelf known to them by a loud cry, and com- 
mandins them to retire, he diſengaged the valiant 
ſtranger from the emminent danger that«hreatned 
him. When he was delivered from the afſaults of 
ſo many enemies,he put up the beaver of his cask a 
little to take breath, and Jenander coming up ſoftly 


to him,aſter having conſidered the number of men he | ting himſelf Riif upon his tirrups, he went to ah 
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| had loft, and obſerved the greatneſs of their w Y 
and the force of the hand that made them : 
ed very heedfully upon him, and through the Wy 
ing of his cask perceiving ſomething in his face 
was cxtreamly handſome ; Whoſoever thoy x 
(ſaid he ) I know not upon what occaſion chouks 
killed my mea here before my eyes, and in f 
the whole Camp. Iam obliged to ask ſatisfaQin 
of thee for their death, butI will take it fairly wig, 
out odds, and though theſe bloody marks of 
valour were enough to terrifie common peri 
they ſhall not move me to commit a baſeneſ; Nor 
make uſe of any companions otherwiſe thanasf 
Ctators of our combat. Alenander had = 
endedtheſe words when Zyſimachis, Enmenes, ui 
the reſt that were with them came unto thats 
and having in ſhort learned the cauſe of that 
and the former ſucceſſes, they diſpoſed themſelzg 
to be witneſſes of the event, and to hinder thatyd, 
ant man from receiving any foul play. Theft. 
ger gave no anſwer to Aſenanacr,. but taking ajae. 
lin from his Squire, he turned his back to his enem 
to fetch a carrier by his example. Their illuftring 
ſpectators with impatiency expected the iflue ofthe 
courſe, and the bravery of it deceived not the op 
nion they had conceived. The two warriers ſtruck 
each other with their javelins, and ſhocked one anv- 


were unequal, and the {tranger being oncly alittle 
ſhaken in his ſaddle, thruſt Afenancer out of his, 
and made him fall over the crupper of his horſe, M4 
nander got up again,& having an undaunted courage, 
he drew his ſword, waiting for his enemy inthe po- 
iture of a gallant man, but the ſtranser, who ſay 
he was hurt with his fall, and who cfteemed the 
frankneſs of his proceeding, comins to him, I'prly 


you (faid he) let the combat end between us, I have 


been more happy, but not more valiant thanyoy, 
yet if your companions will run your fortung, | 
ſhall willingly. give them this advertiſement, and 
perchance in their deſtiny, you may cither find your 
revenge, or your contolation. AZcnander was 
bruiſed, and fo little able to proſecute the combah 
that he was conitrained to accept the offer, witha 
grief which he could not diſſemble, and leaving the 
lift to others. I yicld to thee\ crycd he) O valiant 
man, but *tis with hope thet I ſhall quickly have 
companions in my diſgrace. Theſe words and thok 
of the ſtranger pricked ſome of the by-ſtanders with 
point of honour, and not enduring the bravadod 
that ſtranger, they all in a cluſter demanded the 
combat, but bold 79nexs was firſt realy, and ral 
ſwiftly againit the ſtranger with an invincible cor 
rage, but his fate was no better than #4.7enanders 
and having vainly encountred his enemy he was 
thrown upon the ground ſo impetuouſly, that he was 
hardly able to riſe again. Tyridares preſently took 
his place, but his fortune was the ſame, and Mc 
zander had alſo great matter of conſolation in the 
falls of Oxidates, Cambyſes, and Phrataphernts 
Then it was that Lyſimachzi and his companions !0 
patience, and the brave Laoweden, not being able 
to ſuffer the publick affront, ſpurred on his horſe to- 
ward the ſtranger, and ſending him the choice 0 
two javelins, we muſt either repair our difhonout 
(cryed he) or thou mult abſolutely carry away the 
glory from the companions of 4{cander, As 


ended theſe words' he ſhook kis javelin, and et- 
ct 


ther violently with their ſhields, but their forces | 
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this ſhall be the laſt you ſha'l be obiiged to, 
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his enemy with a marvellous ſuddenneſs, their ſhock 


en Epps" 
ob diſordered by it, that he lot kis {tir- 


rups, but he overtiirew Laomedon with ſuch violence 
that he made him and his horſe rowl together upon 
theſand.The fall of £aomedon,whole valour had been 
din athouſand encounters, cauſed all that were 
elent to cry out ; butit filled Lyſimachns his mind 
withgrief, and indignation ; he advanced betore all 
therelt, and holding back young Demetrius, who full 
of a generous ambition was already beginning his 
carreer aSaint the {tranger he drew near him, and 
@luted him with much civility. After having a waile 
conſidered his behaviour and his arms; [ would wil- 
loply (faidhe ) maketryal of your forces, if the 
mearineſs of ſo many courſes had not lefſened them, 
and though after the fall of my companions, you can 
but litt'e honour upon me, I would do my en- 


Feavour either to revenge. them, or Keeptiem com 


ny if you were not in a condition wherein you 


| may have need of reſt, The itranger by this diſ- 
| courſe knew the humour of Lyſtmacim, and being 


uawilling to loſe any of his advantages againlt kim, 


| Tthink indeed ( anſwered he ) that I thai] ftandin 


need of all my forces againit you, but ſuch as they 
xe, Iproteitto you they are as intire, as at the be- 


| ginning of the fight, and that I have neither wound 


nor wearineſs that hinders me: from contenting you. 
[fear (replyed Lyſimachzs ) I hall abuſe your ge- 


| geroſiry, but I commit tis fault upon your word, 


and upon the knowledge that 1 have need of this lit- 
tle advantage again{t you, therefore fince you pleaſe, 
I will venture the hazard of a combate which I am 
aſhamed to demand of you, with proteltation rhat 
I do 
not hope ( ſaid the ftranger ) to get out of your 
hands in a condition to fight another combate, and I 
ſhall account my ſelf happy, if I can keep that glory 
2g4in{t you, which I have gotten aguin{t your friends, 
After theſe civilities they turned tneir backs to take 
their carreer, and clapping ſpurs at the end of it, 
they met with ſuch a violence; that their ſhock 
was little different from that of two ſhips driven a-. 
gainſt one another by the impetuous waves ; their 
avelins broke without eitect, and were ſhivered e- 
ven within their very hands, but their ſheilds, heads 
and ſhoulders daſhed againit one another fo forcibly, 
that ſuch an encounter could not happen withour 
miſchief; the ſtrangers horſe wearied with the for- 
mer courſes, not being able to reliit ſo powerful a 
charge, fell with his Maſter upon the duit, that of 
Lyſimachus being more freſh, kept upon his feet, 
but his Maſter came to the ground with the ſaddle 
between his legs. The two warriors equally a- 
ſhamed of their miſhap, got up at the ſame time, 
and drawing their ſwords, laid on two ſuch weighty 
blows as they cloſed, that they were both: like to 
have kiſſed the ground the ſecond time ; theſe two 
trials of their forces, having changed their former 
ovilitiesinto a real anger, they were preparing to 
proſe-ute their combate, when Laomedon, Menan- 
der, Exenes, and the-reit deſiring to prevent the 
Gnger thot threatned thoſe valiant men, oppoſed 
their intention, and hindred them from paſſing fur- 
ther, If theſe combars muſt be muſt be made an 
end of (cryed Laomedon ) let the ſtranger then 
make an end with me. I was not diſabled to fight 
org" I fell by my horſes fault. Some of'thoſe thar 
had been diſmounted ſaid as much; but Exr.enes, De- 
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of tie valonr of them both, and the | 
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metrius, and thoſe that were diſinterreſſed, judged 
that the itranger was free, that the glory was equal 
Between him, and Lyſimachm ; ahd that it was not 
fit to oppoſe his paſſage longer, nor to detain him b 

other wayes than thoſe of civility, After this reſolution 
Lyſimach putting up the beaver of his Cask went 
to embrace him, and the ſtranger, indoing the like, 
made the whole company -ſee that few men in the 
world were equal to him in gracefulneſs of behaviour 
Lyſ:mach as much ſatisfied with that ſight, as with 
the tryal of his forces, deſired infinitely 'to engage 
him in his party, and with that deſign. . Sir (ſaid 


' he) you here ſeeadorers of your valour, and you 


ſhall quickly know the eſteem and the affection, 
which your vertue has already produced among 
them, if you refuſe not to be their companion in a 
moſt juſt quarrel, and to put your ſelf into a party, 
wherein your generoſity alone is able to engage you. 
I know not ( ſaid he to Lyſimachiz: ) whether theſe 
be the forces of Perdiccas, C aſſander, ard their 
friends which are drawing together at Babylon, We 
are the mortal enemies (replyed Lyſimachus) of 
thoſe you have named, and of their party, and tis 
onely again{t them, we have raiſed the forces which 
you ſee cover this field, I cannot be your friend 
then ( anſwered the {tranger) and though I particu- 
larly eſteem your virtue, a more ancient obligation 
calls me to your enemies, *tis onely to ſerve 
them againſt you, that I am going to Babylon, and 
#you be ſo generousas to afford me palſage thither, 
we {hall every day have occaſions to end the com- 
bats we have begun. Lyſimachs his anger was a 
little kindled at this reply, but he diſſembled it the 
beſt he could, and ſaid to the ſtranger with much 
moderation, You are too gallant a man not to find 
free pallage every where, and though your affiſtance 
be very conſiderable, we fear not our enemies ſo 
much, as to go about to weaken them of the ſuc- 
cour they will receive from you. We ſhall ſee you 
upon ſervice, ſince youdefire it, and if yott be re- 
markable in the throng by that impreſs of the vul- 
tures, 'tis by that of the Lyon you may always 
know Lyſ/imachizs, At theſe words,without deſiring 
further converſation with him after the declaration he 
had made, he cauſed the itrangers horſe to be led to 
nin, and preſently gave him a convoy to bring him 
through the Troops, and to conduct him within fight 
of the gates of #aby/on, The ſtranger departed ori 
this manner, and taking his way toward the City, 
left Lyſimachrs, and his companions a high eſteem of 
his valour, and matter enough to talk of him all the 
re{t of that day. If our enemies (ſaid Lyſimachus ) 
have many men intheir party like this ftranzer, and 
like Arſaces who has already embraced it, we ſhall 
not be without employment, but I know not why 
the gods ſhould permit ſo unjuſt a quarrel to be ſup- 
ported by ſuch valiant perſons. After this diſcourſe 
and ſone orders they gave to make their Troops 
draw back into th&r Quarters, they wentto find the 
reit of their friends who were retired to Polemons 
houſe with Oroondares. There with more leaſure, 
and more liberty then in the field, Oroordares 
expreſſed his endearments to his old friends, an4 per- 
fected the making of an acquaintance with the new 
Oxvartes and Artabaſ#us, could nvt tell which way 
ſufficiently to teſtifie their ardent afſeion to him, 
and the young Princes O-xydares,1'tonen, Cambyſes, 
and many others, who had formerly ſzen, and adored 
him in theCourt of Darins,confidered him as a demy- 
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£od, and Kiſſed his hands with ſubmiſſions, and re- 
ipects, which they could not have ſhowed to any 0- 
ther man withour [dolatry, and to which he anſwer- 
ed with a confuſion worthy of his modeſty.. Artaba- 
ſes made him remember his firſt being in arms a- 
Sainſt Darins,his arrival at the Court, and the bloody 
battel of Selena, where he had fought in perſon a- 
gainlt the forces of the King his Father, Oyartes 
and Crater put him.in mind of the battel of 7 ; 
Thonews ſpake to him of Damaſcns, and of his en- 
counter with Artaban and Parmento, Prolomeus and 
Antivonw of his paſſages with Alexander, Eumenes 
of the battel of Arbella, and Polypercon of what he 
had done for the ſaving of Alexander at S:ſu. In 
that Illuſtrious company there were few,who _ 
they never knew him till then, had not been witneſles 
of ſome of his marvellous actions, and by that re- 
capitulation of his life, 9] called things into his 
memory, which inſtead of comforting, cid moſt 
ſenſibly afMict him. When that entertainment broke 
off, Laomedon had time to tell the company the en- 
counter of the ſtranger who had diſmounted him with 
ſo many other, and who had found no reſiſtance but 
in Lyſe- acous, and ſpake of his valour in terms, 
which made them all forry to hear he had choſen 
their contrary party. The day having been thus 
ſpent, all the men retired into their Tents, and left 
Otoondates alone in the houſe with the Ladies whoſe 
number was augmented by the arrival of the wives 
of Polyperchon, and of ſome other, the moſt confide- 
rable of them lodged in the houſe with them that 
were there before, and the reſt went down into the 
Tents with their husbands. That night as many o- 
thers was paſſed by our Lovers in violent diſquiets, 
Oroondates tormented with his jealouſie, was little 
capable of reſt, and Thaleſtris was racked with the 
ſame paſſion, but with more vehemence, and with 
more furious reſentments againſt what ſhe formerly 
had loved. Lyſimachu free from that torture, and 
delivered from his former grief, ſuflered now only 
for the abſence, and for the captivity of his Princeſs. 
True it is, that to the ſorrow for that ſeparation 
which deprived him of a ſight ſo earneſtly longed for 
he likewiſe added feares grounded upon very reaſon- 
able probabilities; he was in fear for the life, and he 
was in fear for the humour of his Princeſs lm. 
afraiJ that Roxana would vent her utmoſt cruelti 

againſt her, and if the love of Alceras who for his 
own intereſt was like to be watchful in the preſer- 
vation of her, had not a little ſecured him, that 
apprehenſion would have been ſufficient to deprive 
him of all repoſe. And moreover, he feared leaſt 
Pariſatis, from whom he had received none but ve- 
ry light teſtimonies of affetion, ſhould have chang- 
ed with her fortune, and have taken a peneral 
averſion to men, by thoſe accident which might 
have incenſed her againſt them ; this was his 
miſtruſt, for to ſuſpect her of any other lightneſs 
after the knowledge he had of the firmneſs, and 
ſolitidie of her mind, was a thing that could never 
fall into his thought, that which augmented theſe 
cruel doubts, and made him the more unſatisfied 
with ſortune, was the little reckoning his Princeſs 
had made of him ſince her misfortunes, havins 


neither daigned after ſo many, and ſo great proofs 
of his affection, to command his ſervice, nor fo 
much as to make her ſelf known to him, in the 
ſtrange occaſions ſhe had, and in the dangers ſhe 
had run. Not being well able to digelt this effect of 
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her ſeverity, he took it for an effe of Ingratitng 
and this thought plunged him into a deadly a | 
After he had done all he could poſſibly to flatter ty 
ſelf, and to baniſh that killing opinion out of hy 
mind, he ſet himſelf to ſearch out means to ſee be 


or to hear ſome news of her, not having Patience þ 0d 
that condition to ſtay til] the end of a war wh Whe to 
might be of a tedious length, and whercof the every 


as yet were doubtful. : 
In theſe agitations of mind he paſſed a good py 
of the night, and the next morning came beting 
into Orondates his Chamber : Finding no þyy 
with him but Araxes he preſently communicas 
his diſquiets to him, and the deſire he had 12. 
tempt all things poſſible to ſee Pari/arrs, or to lean 
ſomething of her. The Prince of Scythia who forg 
his jealouſie was more inflamed than ever, declarg } 


unto Lyſimachas firſt by his ſighs and then by dt of the 
courſes which were all fi.e, that he was racky MWerab» 
with the ſame deſire, and that notwithſtanding þ men 
was betrayed, abandoned and forgotten, he couly M blod 
not poſſibly take any reſt in that ignorance of hi M will - 


Princeſſes condition, What do we know (©) 


he) but that they may be fallen again into the hang Ml for{+ 
of mercileſs Roxana, Or. that our enemies ma | troub 
with tyranny, and indignity-make uſe of their po. ſh 7! 
wer over them ? Ah! without doubt, if I were Mt! /* 
a condition to doit, I would go through a thouſand i - 
ſwords, but I would ſee my ingrateful Srarira, 1 bend 
ſhould already have attempted tte ſame ( aid Lyſ. i $147 
mach) 1t I could undertake it wittout ruining our peble 
affairs, but my face is ſo known to all that are «ub! 
Babylon, that *twould be impoſſible I ſhould be 4 «pt 


minute concealed among them. Araxes coming to 

them during this diſcourſe, if yuu think me capable # 
to ſerve you ( ſaid he ) why do you not put me 
upon th1s employment, you cannot chuſe any body, 
that will perform it with more fidelity, nor tht 
can do it with -more facility, I am unknown toal 
your enemies, and provided I can but hide my ſl 
from 4rbates, I may be amongft them without dar 
ger whole years together. Ah! Araxes (od 
Orecondates aſter Toxarts his adventure, I ſhou'd k 

in too much fear of thy life, I ſhould never be at quit 

if I had caſt thee into ſo manifeſt a peril, lamina 
worthy Sir, ( replyed Araxes ) of the care yu 
have of my ſafety, and ſince it is dearer to youthall 
have deſerved, I will manage it ſo well, thatIwl 
runno kazard. Toxarzi his misfortune ſhall malt 
me take care to ſhun Arbares, and all other perſus 
that might diſcover me, and you may be certal 
I will bring you news of the Princeſſes, if it be pd 
ſible to learn any, and will give you a reaſorabl; 
good account of the condition your enemies are 
Araxes to theſe words added ſo many ot 
that he at laſt obtained the Commiſſion he deſire 
from his Maſter ; te promiſed Lyſimach the likt 
ſervice, and that Prince who acknowledged kimſ! 
obligcd tohim, returned him thanks, with extrad 
dinary kindneſs and civility ; The Princes would ot 
give him any inſtructions, krowing he was capabl 


of more important buſineſſes and they relied ab - qþ 
lutely upon ts prutence for the whole cordv6F 1, 
of that enterpriſe. Araxes counſelled thim to pref 
zard two Letters, which ſhould be delivered to thel flleg 
Princeſſes, it he could be ſo happy -as to £0 W yi 
ſight of them, or be brought back to ticit bac .... 
again, if he returned without having Lecn able t0 of t 


do them that ſeryice, Orcox:Cares in the ch 
bo 
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believed 


ſhe. , | 
_ he could reſolve. to write to her, but in the 


end by the perſwaſions of Lyſtmachus, who ſweet- 


and who was not much better ſatisfied himſelf, 
he took a PEN and write theſe words unto the 


(ueeN- 


Prince Oroondates to Queen 
Statira. 


On mioht think this meanneſs of ſpirit ſirange if 

for your ſake 1 were not accuStowed to be guilty 

of the like. 1 reproach you with nothing, O Caſſan- 

drabut 1 come to Die for you, ſince you have judged 

munworthy to Live for you ;, I will endeavor by my 

blood to eſtabliſh your repoſe, but with that blood, ] 

will alſo4ngrave in your heart an eternal remorſe of 

| jour infidelity rome, As much caſt off, and as much 
farſukgn 45 1 am now, fer the laſt time, I will without 

trouble give that life for you, which you have uſed to 
ſacrifice to deſpair ;, Bus pardon me O Statira, if in 
| the ſervice I do you tn genera', I offend you in particu- 
lar, and if in the number of your enemies, I compre- 

bend wy cruel and pittileſs enemy : he ſhall fall if the 

| gods favour the juſtice of my quarrel, but if I be ca- 
| pable to injure you tn his perſon, I ſhall be ſo without 
doubt to ſatis fie you in mine, and you ſhall not have the 

diſpleaſure of ſecing Oroondates cut-lve the offence 


be ſhall have commuted againſt you, 


This was Oroondates his Letter ; and that 
of the diſcontented Lyſimachins was in 
theſe terms : 


Prince Lyſtmachus to the 


Princeſs Pariſatss. 


E from whom you concealed your ſelf jo care- 

fully, cannot conceal himſelf from you, O 

- Pariſatis ! and you may know him by his or- 
ainary marks,he comes to do you a ſervice, 

which you will not vouchſafe to rcceive from him, ra- 
ther than to make complaints of your diſdain; 1 onght 
te drown that ſerrow in the joy of your ſafety, and 
ſince it pleaſes the gods that you are alive, T1 owht 
wihout murmuring to ſuffer that you ſhould ſtill be 
inſenſible, and that you ſhould ſtill be Pariſatis, The 
Wehangeableneſs of your humour cannot be truly 
(umpared to any thing but that of mine, and you are 
me wore firmin keeping your ordinary inſenſibility to- 
ward me, than I am in keeping within the tcrms of an 


miolable fidelity towards you, 


They had new!y made an end of writing their 
Letters, and had given them to Araxes with moſt 
prefing recommendations, when the Chamber- was 

ed with Princes that came to viſit Oroo1dates, and 
While they were drawing near unto his bed, A- 
faxes,wno had no further orders to receive, went out 
the room, and ſo directly about the executing 


ned his diſcontents as much as poſſibly he could, 


himſelf to ſtand in Sratira's mind, andin | 
her ſelf ſtood in his, found great ditticulties | 


——_ 
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of his Commiſſion, After that the Princes had paid 
their civilities to Oroordates, and enquired concern- 
ing his health, they entcred into Counſel about their 
affairs, and Antigonw having demanded audience to 
propoſe ſomething of moment, ſpake to them on 
this manner : Beſides the knowledge of your va- 
lour, that of the juſtice of our quarrel, gave me 
very good hopes of the iſſue of our enter- 
priſe; and I believed that in profecuting our enemies 
before as thoſe that had murthered, and now as 
thoſe who unjultly detain the widow of our deceaſed 
King, and their own lawful Queen, we had a pre- 
text reaſonable enough, to arm all our forces againſt 
them; but yet as if the gods had judged that cauſe 
too light to divide ſo many Princes who heretofore 
were friends, and make them turn thoſe arms againſt 
one another which they have made uſe of for the 
conqueſt of the whole carth, they have been pleaſed 
to bring to light the crimes of our enemies, and 
compleat our tzking arms againſt them by reaſons a- 
ble to arm all vertuous perſons with us. Amongſt 
the falſe murtherers of Srarira and Par:ſatis, we af 
fault the true murtherers of Alexander; our ſuſpitions 


are now but too much confirmed, and I cannot aver .; 
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that Perdiccas and Roxana have medled in this para-"* 


cide, yet are they criminal enough to be detefted © 


both of the gods and men, ſince they uphold the 
perfidious Caſſander, who has taken away the life 
not only of his King, but ofthe greateſt of all Kings. 
Do not bclieve it is upon light conjectures that I dif- 
cover this fact to you, 'tis not upon the jealouſie we 
had of it, nor upon the knowledge many of us have 
had of his love unto Roxana, and his averſion to 
Alexander, ſrom the time he took him by the hair 
and beat his hcad apain{t the walls in our preſence ; 
no, we have a certain aſſurance of it, and Ican pro- 
duce two men, who very innocently ſerved as inftrur 
ments in this horrid treaſon; they are two Afacede- 
214us Who were bred up with Antipater, and who 
by Cafſanders command brought unto the Court 
that poiſon which put an end to the gallanteſt life that 
ever was; 'twas of the water of Nonacrz, a fountain 
in Jacedonia, which is of ſuch an exceſſive cold- 
neſs, that it extinguiſhes all natural heat, and can- 
not be contained in any thing but a horſes hoof. Theſe 
two /Aacedonians having brought it to Cafſander, 
he found means to procure them places about the 
Kings cup board, and within a whi'e after diſcover- 
ing himſelf to them, as to two old ſervants of his 
houſe, he by hope of extraordinary recompences, 
would have perſwaded them to pour this water into 
the Kings drinks ; but they affrighted at that horri- 
ble defign, refuſed to obey him, and firove to dt- 
vert him from that cruel reſolution, Cafſanger ha- 
ving vainly ſolicited them again, made uſe of his 
brother Jolas, whoin for that deſign he got to be 
made chief Cup bearer; and for fear thoſe two men. 
ſhould declare his wickedneſs, he cauſcd them to be 
taken by others of his dependants, who under ſome 
pretence carried them out of the Town, with a com- 
mand to kilithem; The villains followed the order 
they had reccived from their Maſter, and having 
brought theſe miſerable wretches into a by-place, 
they itabb'd them in many parts of their bodies, 
but it ſe pleaſed the gods that they had not time to 
make an end of them, and that ſceing certaini perſons 
coming toward the place where they were, they fled 
away leavins theſe poor men half dead ;, they were 
taken from thence by Country people, who carry- 
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told you ina few words. 


Antigonus had no ſooner ended his diſcourſes, but 
he ſent for the two Macedonians, and in the mean 
time all the Princes began with imprecations to de- 
teſt Caſſanders wickedneſs, ard by ſo powerful a 
motive, were more ſtrongly animated in the hatred 
they bore his party ; they had ſuſpected /o/as be- 
fore upon many conjectures, but having noble and 
generous ſouls themſelves, they could hardly ima- 
gine that others were capable of a crime of that na- 
In the interim the two men cam2, and having 
made a depoſition every way conformable to what 
Antigonus had ſaid, and anſwered many queſtions 
which were asked them about that matter, they left 
the whole company fully confirmed in the belief of 
All thoſe great Prigces whoſe hearts 
did moſt ſacredly reverence the rnemory of Alexan- 
der, trembled at this confirmation, and ſent forth 
threats againſt thoſe monſters fuil of a true zeal and 
fawful anger. Even Oroonaares himſelf, who hono- 
red the remembrance of that mighty King. as of a 
miraculous perſon, was highly concerned in their re- 
ſentment, and with them ſwore to revenge the death 
The Princes not being con- 
tented that the jultice of their cauſe ſhould ſerve for 
their own private ſatisfaction, were defirous to ma- 
nifeſt it to the whole world, and to make all men | 
know, it was not for light occaſions that they had 


cure. 


that Paricide. 


of that illuſtrious rival. 


taken arms againſt their Companions and ancient Al- 
lies. Withthat intent after they had agreed upon 
it among themſelves, they ſet forth a Declaration 


which Artabaſu and Emumenes drew up in theſe 


words. | 


The Princes joyned in League for the re- 
venge of Alexander, and for the liberty 
of the Queen his wife, and of the Prin- 


cels his Siſter. 


8 we have ever believed, that without ve- 
ry powerful reaſons, men could not with 


honour unlooſe themſelves from the bon1s of 


friendſhip, and violate their ancient allian- 
ces: ſo have we alſo deſired, that all thoſe to 
whom our aFivns ſhall be known, might be 
made acquainted with our intentions and 
might have no occaſion to expound them ac- 
cording to the ſenſe our enemies would give 
them. We proteſt therefore both before the 
gods and before men, that it is not any diſ- 
content about our ſhares in the lately divided 
Empire, nor any defſion to make our ſelves 
greater, that hath put arms into our hands a- 
gainſt thoſe who. heretofore were our friends 
and companions, but much juſter cauſes and 
ſuch as onght to make all the generous perſons 
upon carth to riſe up with us. Ttis for Alex- 
ander that we have taken arms, aud we have 
| at laſt diſcovered that that demi-god, who 
found none but adorers through the whole world 


CASSANDRA. 


ingthemto their houſes cauſed them to be dreſſed ſo 
carefully, that they at laſt recovered, and but yeſter- 
day being able to walk abroad, they came to me 
delirino I would protect them againſt Caſſander, 
making me the relation more at large, of what have 
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hath found monſters amongſt his own 6; 
who gn —_— _ have 15s 
mankind of the greateſt perſonage tha ,, 
lived. Caflander whoſe name ought h 
abhorred by all the Princes upox earth, ,, 
of whom no body ought henceforth to ; 
without deteſtation, the baſe poiſoner of 
Maſter, and of his King, does not only fi 
Safety amongſt thoſe who were weareſt ty; 
and amongſt thoſe who hold all their bong 
'and their jortune from him, but alſo ; 

port againſt thoſe that were bis faithful [ 
vants, and a protefFion that would he refuſ 
him even among the greateſs enemies of l 
memory. Roxana whom he honoured with, 
bed, and with the participation of his Crown, 
whom from the daughter of Cohartanus | 
r.ziſed to be the wife of Alexander, andyin 
from captivity, he exalted to the highej 4. 
gree of honour that ever woman attaing.Þ 
Perdiccas whom he favoured during his hi 

and whom he honoured at his death with 1 

chiefeſs marks of his afſeion and eſtes, 
and a great many others who arelittle les in 
debicd than they to the aſhes of their Maſt, 


his parricides. But was there any leſs to 


expeGed from thoſe who by gions of the ſan 


nature have ſufficiently teffified that they wen 
of the ſame inclinations, aug that they woul 
yet proſecute Alexander in the perſon of they 
that were as dear to him as his life. Did wi 
Perdiccas and the reſt of Roxana's accompl; 
ces by a violence without example, force th 


great Pucen Statira, and the Princeſs her 
ſter, out of the hands of their attendants, 


murther them before the eyes of that pitil 
woman £ Did they not even bring the knifm 
to their throats? And if Perdiccas ont i 
conſideration of his own intereſt ſpared thi 
lives, hath he not changed the pain of thin 
death into that of a cruel and unworthy « 
tivity * Thoſe great Princeſſes who were þ 
dear and conſiderable to our mighty King, non 
languiſhin ſlavery to his ſubjeFs who imp 
ſhameful laws upon them, and who fromii 


blood of Darius, and from the olliance | 


Alexander, would make them ſtoop to thi 
of the meaneſt of his followers. Theſe an 
the only conſtderations that make us taken 
arms, with a firm proteſtation before all the 
world, and at the foot of our Altars, that mt 
will never lay them down till Alexander bert 
venged, and the Princeſſes freed and ſatisfied 
And if our enemies would perſwade indifferent 
perſons, that we make uſe of theſe pretences10 
cover our ambition, or other leſs. lawful cauſes 
of diviſion, let them do juſtice themſeloes uj- 
on the murtherers of Alexander, and reſtore 
the Princeſſes to their liberty, and to their for- 

mer 
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mer authority, and they ſhall find us moſt rea- 
dy to withdraw our forces from . theſe Conn- 
x #0 and leave them in 4 per/edt tranqui- 


lity: 


The Princes having cauſed a Sreat many copies 
to be taken of this Declaration, made them be 
ſpread abroad through the Army, and were careful 
to ſend them to all places where they deſired 
the juſtice of their quarrel ſhould be known. The 
next day they proceeded to the election of a general, 
and to make choice of a Prince among them, . that 
ſhould give orders, and command the reſt with an. 
abſolute power ; but 1n this enterpriſe there was no 
ſmall Jiffculty, and their conteſtations were very 
ifferent from thoſe whichare uſual in the like occaſi- 
ons; all of them equally avoided that advantage ; 
and that glory which elſewhere is wont to be ſo much 
envied, found nothing but averſion and diſdain a- 
mongſt thoſe generous fouls. All witha joynt con- 


| ſent yeilded that honour to Prince Oroondates, and 


proteſted to hin with great ſubmiſſions, that they 


| would not march with him unleſs they might obey 


him, Prolomerus, Lyſumachms, Oxyartes, Eumenes, 


| andmany others, preſſed him to it with molt ardent 


entreaties, bit he refiited them with ſo much mo- 


| dety and conſtancy, that 'twas impoſſible for them 


to move him. It is enough( ſard he) that you do me 


| thehonour to ſuffer me amongſt you, and I receive 
| thatfavour with great acknowledgement, I whoam 
| uſeleſsamong you, and who am here utterly deſtitute 
| of forces, in the midit of ſo many Princes, the 

weakeſt of whom have brought whole Armies. Al- 


though I had with me all the ſtrength of Scyrhia, 1 
ſhould ſtill make it my glory to obey men ſo worthy 
tocommand me, and I ſhould beas firm as Inow am, 
in refuſing an honour, which you cannot offer me 
without making me remember my want of ability. 


| By ſuch like rcaſons Oroondates rejected the com- 
| mand, butnot one of the Princes could be perſwad- 
| edtotakeit from him, and Prolomers, Lyſtmachus, 
| andthereſt, were no leſs obſtinate then he indeny- 


ng to accept of that authority. At laſt by voices 
of all the Officers, the ſupream power was put in- 


| tothe hands of ſix among them, who ſhould com- 

| mand by turns every one his day. Theſe were 
| Prince Oroondates, Prince Oxyartes, Ptrolomens, 

| Lyſimachus, Craterus, and Antigouus, Eumenes, 


| Polyperchon, Queen Thaleſtris, old Arrabuſus, and 


FB Laomedon, who might with jultice have pretended 


to the ſame dignity, refuſed it ſo abſolutely, that 
twas impoſhble to make them come into the num- 
ber.” Artabaſus excuſed himſelf by his age, Tha- 


| lefris by her ſex, Eumenes by his humour, which 


wasan enemy to command, and by the unton be. 


tween him and Ptrolomens to whom he remitted the 


whole care, Polyperconand Laomedox by other con- 
lderations. The ſix Princes ſecing themſelves con- 
ſtrained to ſubmit to that eleRion,condeſcended to it 
athſt, proteſting to their companions that they ac- 
ceptednothing of that charge but the care anJ trou- 
ble, andthat for the honour of it, they would always 
Jield it totally to them. That day being ſpent in this 
election, all retired to their Tents, and the next 
morning certain Scouts that had been ſent abroad, 
brought word to Craterus ( to whom by rea- 
fon of his experience, of his credit with the Soul- 


dery which he till preſerved fince Alexander: | 
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time, and of Oroondates his indiſpoſition, all his 
companions had given the firſt day) that they had 
ſeena body of ſeven or eight hundred horſe come our 
of the City, who made as if they would draw near 
unto their Camp, byaling toward the ſide of the hill. 
The young Demerriz« thruſt forward by a generous 
boiling heat, asked leave of Crater to go witha 
likenumber of men, to drive the enemies back into 
the Town, or draw them to a fight, and having 
with ſome difficulty obtained it from his fathet Anri- 
gon, who loved him with an extraordinary ten- 
derneſs, and who could not without great repug- 
nance ſee him go into danger, he took horſe with 
eigtit hundred of his men, -proved to have the honour 
of ſtriking the firſt blow in that war-; he would not 
take a great number with him for fear the inequality 
of the party ſhou!d make the Enemies retire without 
fighting, and rob him of the glory he ſought ; be- 
ſides that the place was proper for his intention, and 
that in an offi Campagn he could not fear any am- 
buſhes, which in. another place the Enemy might 
have had a deſign to draw him into. The beautiful 
Paris never had ſuch a grace in Arms asthe young 
Demetrizs, his eyes ſhot darts of love, and war fo 
equally, thatit was hard for his enemies to ſee him 
in that Equipage, without fearing and loving him 
both together, Young Alexander, brave 1lionem, 
valiant T:iridates, the two couragious ſons of 11a- 
ze, and many other youthful Princes without com- 
mand, would needs accompany Demetrizs in that 
firſt occaſion. They marched altogether, and in ex- 
cellent order guided by them that had brought the in- 
telligence, and Crarerus who would not hazard them 
careleſly, cauſed two thouſand horſe to advance out 
of the Camp, and be in a readineſs to ſecond them 
in caſe of neceſſity. Queen Thaleſtris who was 
preſent when this order was given, deſired Crate- 
r/4 to grant her the conduct of them, which he did 
with great civility ; and that new Belloza eager of 
that occaſion to make her ſelf remarkable called for 
her arms, and being covered with poliſhed ſteel, 
ſhe pvt her ſelf at the head of thoſe men, who 
ſubmitted themſelves joyfully to her command, and 
felt their valour redoubled by the preſence of that 
fair A9azone, whoſe reputation was ſpread over all 
Aſia, Demetrius was already a good way from the 
camp, and marched before his men with a joy that 
was eaſily to be obſerved in his countenance ; Alas ! 
he was ignorant of his deſtiny, and knew not' how 
many ſighs and tears that day would coſt him, He 
met not the Enemies ſo ſoon as he imagined, for 
they being come from Babylon onely to burn ſome 
Village from whence the camp drew great conveni- 
encies, had already done their execution, and wete-= 
retiring toward the City in great diligence. Deme- 
trius diſcovered them upon a little hill that roſe up in 
the plain, and being inflamed at that fight with a- 
youthful anger, he excited his companions to the 
fight by words that breathed nothing but fire, My 
friends ( ſaid he) how great will our glory be, if 
among ſo many thouſand gallant men, we bring 
home the firſt honours of this war ; 'tis from this be - 
ginning the omen of the future ſucceſs will be drawn, 
and all our Camp looks upon it as an infallivle prog- 
noſtick of the general event. Saying thefe words, 
he advanced apace, and endeavoured to cut off the 
Enemics paſſage to the Town, thereby to: force 
them to an encounter whether they would or no; 
but there wis no need of thatinduitry.to engage them 
t9 
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to it; for they were led by a man, who for a greater 
number than his, would-not have quitted the Field 
witheut fightng. "Twas Leonarus, whoſe courage 
was little ſhort of raſhneſs, and who in the Court 
of Alexander had always paſt for one of the boldelit, 


and moſt adventrous, Neither did he continue his 
way to Babylon, but ſeeing Demtrrius advance, 
(whoſe forces he judged by the eye to be little ditfe- 
rent from his) he faced about, and after having ſent 
out a couple of. horſemen to view his ſtrength, he 
marched {traight towards him, and commanded his 
Trumpets to ſound a Charge, Never did a more 
pleaſing noiſe than that, fill the ears of the young 
ſon of Antigonmns; he made them to be anſwered by 
his at the ſame time, and ſeeing Leonarws at the head 
of his ſquadron, he ſpurred onat a good diſtance be- 
fore his, and holding up his Javeline, he ran fiercely 
at him, being covered with that ſhield whereon the 
god of Love was painted. 

' Leonatus met him with a courage nefinferiour to 
his, and their Javelines breaking in the encounter, 
they ended their carrcer without being thrown out of 
their Saddles, but Leonarx loſt his ftirrups, and was 
ſo ſhaken in his ſeat, that he tottered a good while in 
great danger of falling. The croud of thoſe that fell 
on after them hindred the proſecution of their com- 
bate, and ruſhing each into his Enemies Squadron, 
they inſtantly ſhewed proofs of an extraordinary 
valour; the earth was covercd with dead bodics in 
2 moment, and both ſides fought with ſo much cou- 
rage, and obſtinacy, that the victory remained long 
uncertain ; but inthe end Demetrius, who in thoſe 
beginnings of hisarms was reſolved either to over- 
come or die, and his valiant Companions who fought 

- cloſe by him, animated their men fo bravely by their 
words, and by their examples, that Zeonarus his 
party began to give ground. Demetrius who ſaw 
them waver, purſued his advantage fiercely, and 
continued his charge with ſo much vigor, that at laſt 
he made the fierceſt of them turn their backs, Leo- 
2atus ſtrove to ſtop his men by entreatics and threatyy 
but when once fear had ſeized them, it was impoſſible 
to make them face about. Cambyſes, Araſpes, Ti- 
ridates. Alexander and 1lionews ſeconded their 
young leader ſo gallantly, that in the end their ene- 
mies were utterly routed. 

Leonatw not being able to rally, fought like a de- 
ſperate man,. and having overthrown 7 :ridates, he 
came upto Demetrims a ſecond time, but fortune was 
contrary to him at that laſt combate, and having re. 
ceived two wounds, he with much ado was reſcued 
by ſome of his moſt faithful ſouldiers, out of the 
hands of that young Warrior, for whom Victory had 
already declared her ſelf. ZDZeonarus was carried off 
by his men whether he would or no, and the reſt of 
his party fled toward the City without order and 
without reſiſtance. The Conquerors proſecuted: 
their Victory eagerly, and were already within fight 
of the walls of Babylon, when there came forth a 
body of horſe conſiſting of three or four Squadrons. 
Demetrius at that ſight madea halt, and all his friends 
counſelled him to retire, while he had a free retreat ; 
but he having a fiery courage could not diſpoſe him- 
ſelf to hearken to their advice, and would rather 
_ than turn his back to them who fled {til] before 

im. 

The remainder of Zeonatzs his ſquadron taking 
heart began to face about to amuſe him, and with- 
out doubt his youthful ardor was going to percipi- 
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Part, 
tate him into a manifeſt danger, when ſome obs 
ſouldiers caſting their eyes towards the Cam 
ceived the Amazone Queen, who with her two tha, 
ſand horſe came up at a large trot to have her part 
Demetrius his glory. That ' young warrior 6 A 
his men recover ſpirit at the ſight of that 
could n6 longer contain himfelf, but utterly dries 
ing thoſe who yet mace head againſt him, ( s 
were to rough-hew the victory before the eq 
came up ) he ran fiercely to give a charge tot 
new cnemies ;Caſſander was at the head of them, 
with him the valiant ſtranger, who a few days below 
had diſmounted fo many gallant men upon the bark 
of the Euphrates. Demetrius knew him by tha 
dreadful impreſs of the vultures, and animated yi 
a deſire to ſeck honour where the danger was gre, 
eſt, he tcok a javelin,and gave hishorle a looſe dire, 
ly roward him but Caſſander oppoſed his deſign, ay 
coming to receive that encounter, con{trained himty 
employ thoſe arms againit him, which he intengeq 
againſt another ; but he was quickly puniſhed for his 
preſumption, for having onely ſhaken Demetrius 
little, he was met with ſo furious a ſhock, thathe 
tumbled amongſt the horſes feet, which had tray 
led out his brains, if the care of his ſafcty h:d ne 
cauſed many of his ſouldiers to alight, who drey 
him out of that danger, and ſet him zgain on hork. 
back, though extreamly bruiſed with hisfal}, In the 
mean time the unreſiſtable ſtranger had overthrown 
Ilione, and Tiridates, and falling in amongſt the 
rejt, calt fear and death into all places whitherſoever 
he turned, Demerrizu ſought him with his ſword inhis 
hand, 2nd ſtrove by his valour to make his ſmal par- 
ty ſubſiit, but his cndeavours were unprofitable, and 
he could no longer defend himſelf againſt thoſe vigo- 
rous enemies, whoſe number was four timesas great 
as his, if he had not been ſeconded by the Amazone 
Queen, who preſentiy ſtopt the enemies impetuouſ- 
neſs, and made the combate equal. Among thoſe 
that accompanied Cafſander were the young Arif 
ander brother to. Leonatus , Cleephor the ſon of 
Cenos, Cleomedesthe brother of Egclocus, and many 
vther men of courage, and of noble blood. 

The brave Thaleſtris had laid Ariſtander and Clu 
medes on the ground with two ſeveral-blows, 4ri 
ſtanderwith one of her Javelin,which ran him through 
the ſhoulder, and Clcomedes with another of her 
ſword, which made him fall under the horſes feet, 
ſhe ſeconded thoſe two mighty ſtrokes with many& 
thers, which ſoon made her to be taken notice 6, 


and forced the boldeſt of her enemics to turn. the- 


point of their arms againſt her, but ſhe behaved her 
ſelf with ſuch a fury as made them believe ſhe could 
not poſſbly be wounded. The noiſe of this ſupply, 
and of her valour came quickly to the earsof the fu- 
rious ſtranger, whoſe reputation, and the ſlaughter 
he had made in another place was already come un- 
tothe Queen; this mutual report animated theſe two 
valiant perſons with a defire to get to ore another, 
and forcing their paſſage with their ſwords, they 
ſought the way that might ſooneſt bring them rope 
ther, The two couragious ſons of 2.2cus, who 
had made themſelves remarkable that day by a tho- 
ſand gallant. ations, and who( bloody all over) had 
done things truly werthy of the memory of their fa- 
ther, oppoſed the ftrangers pafſce before he could 
come up to the Queen, and Cartyſes defying him 
with a loud cry, diſcharged ſuch a weighty blow up 
on his cask, as made his head fink almoſt tothe Ww 
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dle-boW and ſcarce had he recovered his ſeat when 

4 ſes vigoroully ſeconding his brother, laid up- 
oy again in the ſame place with ſuch a force, 
Gat being ſhaken before, he was 'ike to have reeled 
it of his ſaddle ; the two brothers, proud of thoſe 
ir try blows, already promited themſelves a happy 
acceſs, but fortune ſeconded not their hopes, and 
the ſtrangers anger Was raiſed to ſuch a pitch, that 
iron and iteel were thenceforth too weak to relilt 
the violence of his arm ; the ficit he 'mcet withall ia 
that fury was the unfortunate Araſpes, at whom 
making a thrult with ſuch a ſtxengthas had few equals 
tis ſword finging the defect of his curaſs, dyed it ſelf 
1 his blood to- the very hilts, and appeared all 
crimſon on the other ſide of his body; Araſpes dy- 
ing opened his arms and calling upon the name of his 
brother, fell without life among thoſe heaps of dead 
bodies wherewith the field was already quite cover- 
4, What ſhall the grieved Canvyſes do at that wo- 
fal object ? anger, and pity touched him equally; 
onthe one ſide he would fain lend a hand to his dy- 


| ns brother, who called for his aſſiltance, and on the 


other he fears to loſe his murtherer in the throng, if 
he employ himſelf in that office ; he was yet waver- 
ing in his choice, when his irreſolution was deter- 


| mined by the ſame ſword, which taking his head 


fom his ſhoulders, made him fall with a river of 
blood upon the pale body of his brother. The 
Anazone Queen was near that place, and bcing pre- 


| ſent at that ſorrowful ſpectacle, ſhe was touched 


with compaſſion for the lamentable death of thoſe 


| two noble brothers, and with ardent deſire to re- 
| venge them. Ah! cruel man, ( cryed ſhe to the 
| firanger ) this inhumanity ſhall no: remain unpuniſh. 
| &, and ruſhing toward him at the ſame time, ſhe 


found him moit ready to receive her ; their firſt 
blows, ſhewed marks to all thoſe that were about 
them both of their force, and of therir animoſity, 
and they redoubled them with fucha fierceneſs, that 


many ſoldiers of both parties, gave over fighting to | 


become ſpeQators of their combat. In the mean time 


| the Troops on both ſides were weakened by more 


then half their men, and young Demerrirs, while the 
brave ſtranger was otherwiſe imployed, encourag- 
ed his ſo vigorouſly, and charged the enemies with 
ſuch valor, and good fortune, that they began to 
give back a little, They of Babylon were ſending 
new ſquadrons out at their gates, but caſting their 
eyes toward the plain, they ſaw other troops com- 
mg from the camp, which Crateras ſent to ſuccor 
thoſe of his party and fearing to engage themſelves 
nſenſibly in a battel which they were not in a con- 
dition to give, they changed their deſign, and ſend- 
ng to Caſſander to retire, contented themſelves with 
drawing up thoſe forces without the gates, to favor 
his retreat, Jn the interim the ſtranger, and the 
high ſpirited Queen had vainly ſought their advan- 
tages with the ſword, and not being in a place where 
they could freely bring their combate to an end, 
they let their ſwords hang by certain chains where- 
with they were faftneſt to their wrilts, and ſeizing 
one another about the body, they at the ſame time 
Capt ſpurs to their horſes, and firmly keeping their 
hold, pulPd each other out of their ſaddles,. and be- 
&n to row] upon the ground. The ſtranger had 
the advantage of the Queen a little in ſtrength, and 
perchance might have got the better in that ſtrug- 
ng, but they were not in a place where they could 
Fntinue it, and fearing to be*trodden under the 
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horſes feet, they roſe up with an equal nimbleneſs; 
and betaking themſelves to their ſwords again, 
were again beginning their combate on foot, when 
Cafſander came thither, and knowing the ſtranger, 
ſpurr'd on his horſe upon the Queen, and ruſhing 
againlt her ſhoulders, threw her all along at her ene- 
mies feet, he would alſo have ridden over her, but 
the ſtranger catch'd hold of his bir, and giving his 
horſe a ſudden ſtop, made him run back almott like 
to have rearcd quite over, and at the ſame time co- 
vering the Queen with his ſhield, Ah ! Caſſander 
( cryed he ) wilt thou diſ-honour thy ſelf, and the 
belt of thy friends to day ? In this interim the Queen 
got up ſo furious, that if Caſſurder had ftaid for her, + 
he had been puniſhed, for his incivility, but at that 
very inſtant he received the order from the Town, 
and commanded to ſound a retreat. The Queen 
calting her eycs upon the ſtranger, ſaw her ſelf ſe- 
parated ſrom him by a croud, which it was impoſſi- 
ble for her totbreak through, yet getting upon a ma- 
ſterleſs horſe, whereof there wasa great number in 
the field, ſhe rode after him a good way, and ſeeing 
it would be hard for her to joyn with him, I will re- 
member ( cryed ſhe to him ) that thou art generous ; 
but do thuu remember alſo, that at our next encoun- 
tcr, thou muſt end this combate with me, where- 
in all the advantage thou hadit was by the baſeneſs 
of thy friend, The throng was ſo great befor ſhe had 
ended theſe words, that ſhe could not hear - the 
ſtrangers anſwer, onely ſhe obſerved that he put 
forth one of his arms towards her, and followed Caſ- 
fanacr who Iced him away by the other, The rein« 
forcement which came from the Camp was already 
near, and that was it which made Cafſander haſten 
his retreat the more. The Qucen, and young De= 
metrius would have follogged them to the very gates, 
but the moſt prudent Commanders diflwaded them, 
and ſhewing the Troops which ſtood to ſuſtain them, 
and which advanced gently to receive them, . they 
hindred them from engaging themſelves in the pur- 
ſyit. The valiant ſtranger retircd ſoftly in the rear 
of his whole party, and as often as he faced about 
he ſent terror into that of his enemies. Demetrius al- 
ready obeyed the. counſels of thoſe that diſſwaded 
him from advancing further, whena Cavalier of the 
encmies ſide, galloped fingle from the Troops that 
came laſt out of the Town, and advancing itraight 
towards him with his ſword drawn; For my part 
(cried he ) Fle have no quarter, and ending theſe 
words he ſtruck at Demerrins, yet with ſo little 
force, that the blow having hardly made any mark 
upon his arms, ſlipt thence upon his horſes head, 
where it left a very inconfiderable hurt, but ſo was 
not that he received in exchange from Demetrius, 
for running imprudently upon, his ſwoxd,. which he 
held forth-againit him, it cave him *an excecding 
deep wound in the bodie, at which he _— out, 
-and being but of a weak conſtitution, fiinKirom his 
horſe upon the ground. O Death ( crycd be as 
he was falling ) how ſweet dol find thee,: and how 
much have | defired thee. In theſe like words, he 
ſpoke ſomething ſo lamentable, as touched young 
Demetrius with compaſſion ; and cauſing ſome of his 
ſouldiers to alight, he commandcd them#/to- take off 
his cask, and ſee if he were yet ina condition to re- 
ceive help; . his men obcying him, diſarmed the 
head of the wounded perſon,but ſcarce had they done 
ſo, when by lons hair, and a delicate. complexion, 
they diſcovered that it was a Women, mm 
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firſt by the report of his ſoldiers, and then by the 
affarance he . had of it himſelf, being come cloſe to 
them, was ſeiſed with an unparallelled aſtoniſhment, 
and leaping from his horſe he ran to the fair wounded 
ſtranger with- an extraordinary perplexity. Ah: 
(cryed be comwing to ber) whoever you are, you are 
moſt crnel in havins made me imbrue my ſword in 
the bloud of that lovely ſex, to. which Iam a ſlave, 
and an Idolater. In bringing forth theſe words, he 
looked more nearly upon her face, and though it 
began to grow pale with loſs of blood he found ſuch 
beautiful; ſuch taking features in it, that compaſſion 
continued not long alone, ina heart ſo ready to re- 
ceive the impreſhons of love, This young afflicted 
Prince, fitting down by her, and unbuckling her cu: 
raſsto try to ſtanch her blood, did her thar ſervice 
with a flood of tears, and with fighs which power- 
fully enough expreſſed the greatneſs of his ſorrow. 
What crime ( ſaid he ) O great gods, can I have 
committed againſt you, that you ſhould inflict ſo ſe- 
vere a puniſhment upon me ? and why did you not 
ſuffer this unworthy ſword, to find a paſſage rather 
into my own bowels, than into this fair body - He 
ſpoke theſe words with a deſpairing action, and 
the woman, who underſtood the one, and obſerved 
the other, was moved with them herſelf, and turn- 
ing her eyes upon her enemies lovely face, which 
ſhe ſaw drowned in a river of tears, whoſoever thou 
art ( ſaid ſhe) O pitiful corqueror, do not envy me 
the.glory ofdying by thy hand, my crimes deſerved 
not ſo noble a deltiny, and I am unworthy of the 
"tears thou ſhedſt upon my occaſion, I ſought for 
death, and I have found it, but ſince thon art too full 
of pity to haſten it, though I ſhould entreat thee, 
Cuſter it to come of it ſelf without oppoſing the ſatis- 
faction I receive by its approaches, and the repoſe I 
could not hope for during my life. Theſe words 
pronounce with a tone which though mournful, had 
ſomething in them very ſweet and pleaſing, pierc'd 
the heart of the afflicted Demerrius, He was of a 
molt excellent nature, and pitty having at firſt pol- 
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that malter-paſſion, to which he had an EeXceed; 
ſtrong inclination. He was about to ſhew mat 
the new effects it began to produce in him, whenty 
Arazone Queen who was preſent at that ſpec 

andin whom compaſſion had wrought yery Powe 
fully, counſel'd him to break off his complaint, j 
think of the wounded Ladies ſafety, and at the ſay 
time calling ſouldicrs, cauſed them to take her 

gently upon their bucklers, that they might @ 

her to the Camp more eafily then on horſchay 
She ſeem'd to ſuffer that afliſtance only to ſuis 
Demetrius, whhoſe grict was ſo obliging to he: wy 
by her actions ſhe ſhew'd ſuch an averſion again 
life, that they who did her that office, knew: 

labored but in vain for her. Demetrins walked 

them on foot, and though he was compleatly arm 
except his cask which he had thrown off, andhi 
ſword which he had broken in a thouſand pieces, j 
was impoſſible to make him get on horſeback, y 
itir on ſtep from her he had wounded; he forborey 
make her ſpeak for fear of hurting her, but he key 
his eyes full of tears, inceſſantly fixt upon her, 
and by their looks drunk in great dravghrs of thy 
poiſon which inſenſibly took poſſeſſion of his ſou 
He vouchſafed not ſo much as to ſpeak to Eumens, 
who had brought up the reinforcement for which th 
enemies were retired, and when he was cometothe 
Camp, he hardly looked upon Prince Anrigonus 
father, and many his friends who came to congraty- 
late the glory he had gain'd that day ; though he had 


was not capable of taſting the ſweetneſs of it, inthat 
extreamity of ſorrow, and not ſo much as hearkning 


| tothoſe that talked to him of it, he went direQly to 


his tents, where laying the fair wounded firangerin 
the belt room, he called the Chirurgions, and pro- 
miſing them cxtraordinary recompences for that 
cure, he, to make them labour the more carefully, 
proteſted that his life depended abſolutely upon 


it, 


T he End of the Third Book. 
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He encounter which Queen Thaleſtris and 
and young Demetrius had with Leonatus 
and Caſſander, was not ſo light, but that 


of Roxana's party there were fifteen or ſix- | 


teen hundred ſlain upon the place, and on the ſide of 
our Princes above a thouſand, yet won they the field 


and the whole advantage, and from that glorious be- 
ginning,drew moſt happy preſages for the countinu- 
ation of that Warr : nor did they neglect toſhew 
their thankfulneſs to the gods by ſacrifices whict 
they made throughout the Camp, both to the gods 


of Greece, and the Divinities of Perſza - preſentya 
un- 
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ſeſt every part of his ſoul, prepared it quickly 70 


great cauſe to be ſatisfied with his good ſucceſs, he 
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s were ſcen toſmoak and a handredVi- 
Aims lain, whoſe intrails were obſerv'd, and gave 
"no cauſe of apprehenſion to the Prieits. The fair /42a- 
-n receiv'd a thou and praiſes from the whole camp, 
, # molt particular endearments from thoſe with 
Gen ſhe had morc tamiliarity ; they who had ſeen 
her that day in the thickeſt of the fight, made reports 
{much to her advantage;that they had ſome diticul- 
ry to ain belief, and when they went about to ſeek 
compariſons to exprels her,could find nothing ſo pro- 

ras Thunder and Lightning. Oroondates imbracing 
herall armed as ſhe was, £« rdon me (ſaid he) Ma- 
"Jum, if T cannot hate Orontes, ſince his infidelity has 
brought #4 fo powerful an aſſiſtance, Ner can 1 (added 


hundred Altar 


| Lyſimacnrs ) repent the ſacruedge I committed, an lift- 


jng my ſword againſt you, fince from that crime we 


| have drawn advantages woich can never be ſuſficiently 
| ,d;:d.The fair Queen replyed to theſe ciſcourſes ex- 


ceeding oracefully,and the Princes themſelves would 
needs disburthen her of her arms,and look upon ſome 
ſioht hurts from whence they ſaw the blood trickle 
down; ſhe had two upon her body,but ſuch inconfide- 
nable ones,thatthey had much ado to perſwade her to 
keep her bed for two or three days.By the recital ſhe 
made to Prince Oro09dres of the itrangers valor, ſhe 
gave him an ardent defire to try his forces, and to re- 


| venge the two brave ſons of Aſazens,whoin both for 


the conſideration of their father, and for their own, he 
had alwayes particularly eſteemed ; and indeed they 
were lamented through the whole Camp, their loſſe 


| much abating the joy for that fortunate beginning. As 


the Am4z.0ue Queen received great praiſes,the whole 


| Army was notſparing of them to young Demerrins, 


and all the World extolled the Actions, which in ſo 
exrly a youth, he had been ſeen to perform againſt 
men of great experience in War,and known reputati- 
on,1a terms able to have ſtirr d up joy in him;i! ar that 
time he had been capable of it, _ 

That poor Prince was then in no condition to taſte, 
his Victory, and though his Tent was full of Princes 
and Conmanlers who were come to viſit him, he 
had forgotten all his civility.and left all the care of re- 
ceiving the company to, his father,while he itirr'd not 
from the feet of her he had' wounded, and by whom 
be was likewiſe wounded' himſe'f in. a, moſt ſenſible. 
pace, When the Chirurgions were ſcarchivg her 
Wound, ke kept his eyes fixt upon their faces, to 
draw an Omen thence, of what he ought to fear, or 
of what he ought to hope ; and when after they had 
donehe ſaw them look one upon another with ſome- 
thing a doleful countenance; O gods / (cried he) 
he's a dead Woman, and your faces promiſe me no 
2d: Well Philip, (continued he turning towards his 
fathers Chirurgion) 0 life, no ſafety, neither for her, 
wr for Demetrius ? $7 { ſaid the Chirurgion) we 
cannot ſo ſoon ſettle an aſſured jpidgement, but to mor- 
row at the ſecond dreſſing, we ſhail ſpeak with more 
Crtainty ; let ber rc} for four and 1wenty hours, if 
Youhave any care of ker health, and come not into ber 
Chamber till that time be expired, Poor Demetrius 
Rurer death than life at this diſcourſe, knecled down 
by her,and taking her by the hand which he bedewed 
with his tears; adam ( ſaid he ) 1. proteſt ro you 
t)al'the Gods, that if you die, le live no longer, 
and that you Cannot take Aa more cruel revenge upon 
Jour Murtherer, than in negleiting your Cure; the 


ſhame of having kilPd a Woman, as you are, were e- . 


mugh alone to ſend me to my Grave ;, but ſince that to 
n.upfl ul agrief,the Gods to puniſh my crime,have ad- 
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ded the paſſion I have for you ; know, that how your 


life 1s mine, that by all my blood, I cannot recampence 
that which I have drawn from your fair ay ; and 


that no wan ſhall ever ſee me out-live' they be; F.of ha- 
1g aeprived the world, of that which Wes "deareſt 
t9 me of all the things that are in uty8Demerrins 
brought forth theſe p:Monate wo ll novingly, 
and his beanty added fo great an adage. to what 
he ſaid, that the Lady, as great an eflifiy as flie was 
unto herfſafety, and as much prepollFs 4 as ſhewas 


ing nearly rouch'd with them. $7 (faid ſhe) you 
make me receive a aeath with ericf, for thich T had 


preparea my ſelf with joy, and 1 proteſt ray 
ſame Gods you have invoked, that your Werr's 
moſt ſenſibly aggravate my former aff Mile 

that if they left the diſpoſing of it unto me Wi toc 
You of your grief, would ſtill endure this lift whic 
my remorſe, and wiy misfortunes make me togh 
Affiith not your [elf any longer fer we, who FI. uns 
worthy of theſe marks of your geedueſs, and ſuf Fig 
to die without other ſorrows, than thoſe which have 
brought me to a juſt deſpair, Demetrius would have: 


replyed, ifthe Chirurgions had not perſwaded him "= 


to retire, after having imprinted a fiery kiſs upon her 
hand, and uſed ſome other blindly tranſported aQi- 
ons, | 

As he went out of her Chamber, he gave order 
that Women ſhould be fetched to ſerve her, and pre- 
ſently ſome were ſent for to Polemons houſe, who 
came readily to do their be{t endeavours; Antizonus 
who was acquainted with his ſons nature,and who ac- 
cording to the report of all thoſe that have ſpoken of 
his life was the moſttenderly affectionate, & the moſt 
perfecily indulgent,that ever father was to a. ſon, in- 
{tead of reproving him, and blaming his paſſion, was 
really afflicted with him, and gave him the gentleſt 
conſolations he could deſire, then having gotten him 
to ſuffer two light wounds he had received,to be ſear- 
ched and drefſed,he at his entreaty left him to his reſt, 
and diſmiſſed his friends who came thronging to viſit 
him. When Demetrius ſaw himſelf alone, and that 
in that ſolitarineſs he made reflection upon theſtrange 
caprichiouſneſ: of his fortune ; he fell into ſuch violent 
thoughts,that he wis like either to loſe his ſenſes, or 
ſuddenly to end his days. Men have been often ſeen 
to love ( /aid he) and Lovers have often been ſeen to 
loſe by death the perſon whom they loved, but that 


a Lover ſhould in the ſame day, love, ſee, die, nay 


and with his own hand kill her whom he loved, is a - 
thing which never hapned to any body but Demerri-. 
1s. It was ſhame enough to Demerrius,to diſhonour 
his fir{t attempts by the death of a Woman, without 
adding this bloudy ſurcharge unto his ſhame,to make 
him killa Woman whom he was to love,or to make 
him love a Woman whom he had kilPd ;' My crime 
was before my love, my love is the puniſhment of my 
crime, and both my crime and love will have an e- 
qualdeſtiny. O Heavens ! did you ever ſee a for- 
tune that cou'd have any reſemblance unto mine, and 
could you not have made the face ofit leſs ſtrange, 
leſs cruel ? If you had ſo decreed.that I muſt love this 
Woman, could I not have loved her without killing 
her ? and if you needs would have me kill her,could 
I not have kill'd her without loving her? Others may 
have kill'd,others may have loved, Lut never any ex- 
cept Demcerrius,lov'd,& kill'd both together. Love e- 
very where clſe begins.& declares it ſelf by Services, 
onely mine begins, & — it ſelf by death, nay & 
u 


Var poſture, and who could ne 
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by a death which fore ran both its declaration, and 
its birth; Ah Demetrius, how cruel are the marks 
of thy affetion, and how ſtrange a revolution has thy 
condition ſuffered in a ſhort time ? This morning thou | 
wert both free from love, and innocent of Murther ; |: 


this evening thou art guilty of the one, and mor- 
tally wounded with the other ; there remains onely, 
ſince thy love, and thy crime are inſeparable, that 
thou proſecute both to the uttermoſt, and that in this 
heart, the ſeat of thy affection, thou give the laſt 
blows to that unfortunate Image, which is engraven 
in it by thy crime alone. Theſe were the diſcourſes 
wherein the diſconſolate Demetrius paſſed the whole 
night, and if he interrupted them many times, 'twas 
onely to leap out of his bed, to run to the wounded 
Ladies Chamber door, and inquire how ſhe did of 
thoſethat waited on her ; ſhe, to whom they relat- 
ed his diſquiets, to oblige her to deſire life, and in- 
deavour her recovery, ſeem'd to be deeply touch'd 
. with them, and ſpeaking with much moderation to 
thoſe that were about her, /::rear Demetrius (ſaid 
ſhe ) 20 rake his reſt for my ſake, and if he will have 
me pardon him my death, let him not redouble her 
griefs, who wants not other cauſes of affliction Theſe 
words being told Demerrins, wrought ſome light 
effect in his mind, and teſtified this to him at leaſt, 
that the marks of his love were not indifferent to her, 
As ſoonas day began to appear, he would haye riſen, 
and run to her Ckamber ; but the Chirurgions not 
having beenable to hinder him by the conftderation 
of his wounds, with-held him at laſt by that of the 
perſon whom he loved, and made him, with great 
unpatience defer the ſight of her, til] the hour her 
wound was to be dreſſed, and that ſentence pronoun- 
ced, which he waited for with mortal apprenenſions, 
During that tedious ſpace, the converſation of his fa- 
ther to gether with that of Zy/imachm, Prolomens,and 
Oroandates himſelf, who hazarded his health ſo far as 
to come and viſit him, werenot able to divert him ſo 
much as a moment from his violent diſquiets. Theſe 
Princes, who from the Chirurgions had learned how 
; little cauſe of hope there was in the ſtrangers wound, 
deavoured to prepare him inſenſibly for the worſt 
ergy bu they found him ſo little diſpoſed to hear- 
ken fSthem, that they were fain to give over their 
deſign. At laſt the hour he ſo much deſired being 
come, he caufed himſelf to be made ready, and go- 
ing into ker Chamber withall the company, he came 
ſoftly to her bed-ſide,and kneel'd down again(t the 0- 
p:ning of the Curtain, withyut being able to ſpeak 
one word. The woundcd I ag who faw him in that 
mger be ignorant of his 
paſhon, Demetrias (ſaid the Ak. my /ife were a5 inno- 
cent 4; yours our fortune woulWe me reſemblance 
and if you will love me after naee h, there will be 
much conformity in our deſtinie would love you after 
your death, ( replyed DemetriuMyf 1 could poſſibly 
—ſurvive you, but 1 ſhould be unw Jo y of life. if I were 
of ſo mean a ſpirit as to preſerve it af{ty 
Theſe words {truck Arregonm into aver 
ard upon this diſcourſe, the Chirurgians & come 
in, began to go about their buſineſs : Demers 1145 
trembled all the while they were dreſſing her, and 
looking upon the wound he had made, O curſed, and 
ſacrilegiaus band ( cryed he) why did not the Gods 
ſuffer the ſword of Caſſander, or of Leonatus, to rak? 
thee from my body before this fatal encounter ? Philip 
and Amintas having taken off the plaiſter, and ſeen 
the wound, knew preſently that it was mortal,but be- 


great fear 
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x the loſs of you. . : 


cauſe they were forewarned by Antigonm,woulg 
deliver their opinion belore him, and onely (aig 
the ſucceſle was itil] doubrful, and that it was t 
hoped for from the Gods, and fromthe vertye of £ 
remedies applyed. Their Paticnt asked they lene 


| to entertain Demerrizs, and the Company, andt 
told her ſhe mightdoit without any danger ; wi; 


liberty ſo freely granted, made her ſoon knoy, 
her cure was deſpaired of,and Demetrims,if he had 
been ſo much blinded, might eafily have judgeg i 
the reſt of thoſe there preſent, that that permiſſionhy 
not been given her, but that relt and filence were 
longer available for her recovery. She intreated D; 
metrins toſit down by her bed-fide, and Oroonyye, 
Antigonrs and the reit placed themſelves round x 
bout, which done, adreſſing her ſpeech to Demetrig 
ſhe ſpake in this manner. | 


The Hiſtory of Hermione. 


Know very well that I ſhall dye, but I feelIhays 
yet ſtrength enough, both to live ſome few daye 

and to makea long diſcourſe; which obliges me, D. 
retris,to give you the recital of my life, and in th 
you receive no ſmall mark of the eſtcem I have 
you, finceitis fo guilty,that I ought in reaſon toc. 
ceal it toall the world ; but 1 paſs' over that conſite. 
ration, becauſe you from thence may draw the knoy. 
ledge of many things, which will be advantageoustg 
you; the firitis, that of the crimes of this unforty. 
nate Woman whom you loye, which withont doubt 
will cure you of this affetion, whereof ſhe acknoy. 
ledges her ſelf moſt unworthy ; the ſecond, that of 
my hearts being prepoſſeſſed, which though the gods 
ſhould prolong my miſerable life, would not leave 
me any power to anſwer to this friendſhip youex- 
preſsto we; and the laſt,that of the diſaſters which 
make life odivus to me, and which making you ſee 
with how much reaſon 1 ought to deteſt it, will con- 
fort you as well as me for the loſs of it. Beſides theſe 
conſiderations which concern you, O Demetrim, | 
have others for my particular intereſt, capabletob- 
lige me to this rekeewwimetareperſons, whohaving per 
chance known nYC 4 nt of the excuſes 
it may have, amt tmsnaked confeſſion ofmy 
life, will have W he one, andoſ 
the other, EK "hh 
Although I have in armes received this favourable 
wound, whigltÞy one death alone delivers me from 
many, WzArageither an Amazon by birth, not 
of a itraWr, and *more Warlike conſtitution than 
the re/Wt womeny *twas onely deſpair that puta 
ſwordaW my hand,and a cuiraſs upon my back, un- 
der ht my death hath been my firſt aſſay. The 
be eMings of my life were very different fromths 
lait Wfcſſion,and ifmy misfortunes had not altered 
my i. perhaps it would not be unknown to ſome 
ou, ſince it hath heretofore appeared to my 
ad confuſion, in places where you havepalt 
ogg lite, and from which my body, or mf 
mind has a er been abſent, ſince that fatal cngafe- 
ment of myWgprt,to which I owe the greateſt part0 
my miſerig; ve unfortunate Craaates, Prince0 
the Caſpiat 1y Father, hisname, I am ſure, S 
not unknowiFWU, nor what he did againt you!n 
all the Battels DIS us fought againſt Alexander : he 
was born his ſubject,and I may truly ſay,he was held 
in ſome conſideration. both by him, and by all the 


I, 


Princes of his Court ; he alſo ſery'd him with an iſ- 
| violable 


Part, In 
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ciolable fidelity ti the end of his fe, and, till after 
tis death, never yielded to Alexanders fortune. But 
[am t00 blame ( cont 'nwed ihe ) to ſay it was to his 
fortune, fince to ſay truth, it was to his merit that he 
-ded. Ah ! who was able to refiit him, that Con- 
yerour of men, that Maſter of bodycsand of fouls, 
[1d that ſoveraign Arbitratour of our deitinies ? Ot 
that ithad p!caſcd the gods, that fatall merit, which 
hath drawn me into this labyrinth of diſaſters, had 
heen lefſe known to us, and that they had ſuffered 
nor Cradares to fall in that famous batrel of Arbella, 

| wherein he ſhewed ſo many proofs of his valour, and 
of his affection to the ſervice of his King, without 
prolonging his dayes to centangle his wretched fam 
"thoſe miſeries which accompanied it to the-very 
| be ſay, after the death of great Darizs, that 
| my Father with kis houſhould, and the remainder of 
| thoſe Troops he had commanded, came to cat him- 
| ſelf at the Conquerours feet. Alexander received 
| him very graciouſly, and by the kindneſle of his re- 
| & ception, did in part abate his forrow for the lamenta- 
'F ble end of his Maſter, and wrought an ardent defire 
| n him; to ſerve him alſo with a fidelity, like thar 
which he had born to his deceaſed Kino. I have begun 

my Story in this place, without making any mention 

of the firit years of my lite, where@Mere is nothing 
conſiderable enough to be told you ;_Ind the rather, 

' Þ becauſe the condition Iam in, forces me ta be thriſty 
| of my ſpeechand ſtrength, that I may bcableto re- 
te the more important accidents of my life, and not 

| ſpend them in the recital of thoſe which are but of 
ſmall importance I had lived til] thoſe yearcs quietly 

| enough inthe Province my Father commanded : bur 

a that change of our condition, mine alſo received 
aparticular change, and by a fatal ſight I loſt thatre- 

| poſe which I had fil] preſerved in all the troubles of 

| our Countrey, I am going to make a confeſſ:on 

| to you, My Lords, which perhaps will rather draw 
mockery from you than compaſſion, bur if my folly 

| cauſe ſome laughter in you, the ſad eficcts of it will 
nthe end oblige you to ſome pitty, and will make 

you impute both my folly, and my misfortunes, to 

tae cruelty of my deſtinies. I will tel] you then, 

that even in the remotelt part of our Province, the 
reputation of _Alex.ander had begun to cauſe ſome 
Ciquiet in my mind, and that being born with high 
ſpirit enough, and bred up with a fame of ſome 
beauty, and of ſome qualities, which made me be ac- 
counted to have ſomething lovely in me, I had alſo 
bfty thoughts, bur lofty with exceſs, and even with 
blindneſſe, The flatteries of thoſe which called them- 
ſelves my adorers, had fo puffed me up, that I dif- 
Gindthem all, to fix my whole eſteem upon that A- 
[exander, whoſe perſon was yet unknown to me, 

but whoſe reputation was already ſpread over all the 
et ; I heard his exploits recounted with admira- 
lon, and when they talk'd to me of the greatneſs of 

's courage, of thar boiling, and generous ardour 
which made him ruſh headlons into the thickeſt of 

s Enemies, of his moderation in victory, of his 
fallant faſhion, of his youth, and of the grace which 

. Xcompanted all his actions, I felt my heart inſen- 
loly won, and became an Enemy to my Country, 
leſt with it I ſhould pray for the Ruine of that lovely 
Enemy, who began to extend his victory as far over 
myheart, as over our territories. This eſtcem ſet- 
led it ſelf in my ſoul with ſome diſquiet, and began 
lo work defires in me, which as innocent as they were, 
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rob d me of my former repoſe ; I could not forbear 
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to take the part of that great King, even before thoſe 
who wiſhed his deiiruction, nor to ſetyforth his 
praiſes in the hearing, even of his mort; 
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2 Be mics. 
[remember was ofte.1 reprehenge of thoſe 
who had power over me, year's W;bout 
to ſuppreſſe my deſires, taut RFP thein fo 
much the more. - In thafF3& es 1 itgf "when-my 
Father called me-t@l "i and wherthe communicat- 


ed to his far J-c eftgnhe had to caſt himſelf at the 
Conquergeft - I was the firit, who( with a more 
ſpecig®pretence, covering the deſire Ihad to ſee 
txt prince ) embraced Cradates his knees, and ſaid 
Writ my paſſion could ſuggeſt to fortifie him in that 
cſolution. It theſe beginnings of my folly were fo 
powerful}, judge what the progreſle of it was, after 
the ſight of Alexander I believed him more handſome 
and more lovely than he had becnpreſented to me ; 
me thought fame had done him v:rons, and that, 
what ſhe publiſhed of him, was infinitely below the 
truth. O Gods ! with what a Majeſty did he receive 
our ſubmiſſions, and with what a grace did he raiſe us 
up, when we proſtrated our ſelves before him? I 
know not whether my heart, prepoſſeſied with its 
former opinion of him, received that impreſſion 
trough the powerfull inclination it had to it, or whe- 
ther it were an effect of the merit of that great man, 
or adecrce of my deſtiny ; but whatſoever it were 
that moment was the laſt of my liberty, and froman 
adorer of 4lexanders gallant actions, I really became 
Alexanaers captive; his great employments would 
not ſuffer him to hold any long converſation with us, 
yet was it not ſo ſhort but that I heard him diſcourſe 
a good while with my Father, and had leiſure enough 
to ſwallow great dravghts of that poyſon, which by 
degrees ſeized upon my heart, and quickly left no 
part of it untainted. * When we were come away, 
his image remained {ti} preſent tomy remembrance, 
and when by reaſoning ] would have made ſome at- 
tempt to drive it thence, it ſettled it ſelf there with a 
more abſolute Empire, and tormented me with more 
violence, and Tyranny. Fooliſh Hermione, would TI 
ſay ( for that's the name of this unfortunate woman 
that ſpeaks to you) fooliſh and miſerable Hermione 
what a blindneſs is this of thine, to precipitate thy 
ſelf with ſo little reaſon and diſcretion into an unru- 
ly paſſion? and what a weakneſs is it to yield thy ſelf 
with ſo little rcſiftance to an Enemy, from whom 
thou haſt no expectation of mercy ? thou loveſt with- 
out any hope of eaſing thy paſſion, nay, and even 
without hope of diſcovering thy paſſion; thou that 
art but the mean Daughter of C7agates, loveſlt A- 
lexander the Maſter of potent Kings, that Conquer- 
our of all mankind, and the terrour of the World, he 
to whom the greateſt Princeſſes living are flaves, 
and who nevertheleſs would not deign ſo much as 
toturn the leaſt of his thoughts upon them. Thou 
groundeſt thy hopes perchance upon the knowledge 
that Alexander is a man, that he 1s young, and that 
he 1s not unſenſible; that thou art bornof no contemp- 
tible family, and that thy looking glaſs, and thy flat- 
terers perſwade thee thou art fair : Alas ! though 4- 
lexandcr bea man, though he be young, he is a War- 
riour,he is fixt upon his conqueſts;and if he be not un- 
ſenſible; he will be touched with love to another ra- 
ther thanto thee; and thou wou!ldſt yet be a veryer 
fool than thou art, if the perſwafions, either of thy 
flatterers, or of thy glaſs, could make thee imagine 
thy beauty were in the leaſt degree comparable to 
that of the Princefles of Perſiz, By this kind of 
arguing I ſtrove to defend my felt againſt my. 
| uv Erow- 
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growing paſſion, and I thence eafily drew the know- 
ledge of my blindneſs, but not the power to with- 
draw my ſelf. I perceived, with as ſound a judgment, 
aS one unconcerned could have done, that 'twas ut- 
terly in vain to hope for any thing by my love, and 
yet that knowledge could not cure me of it, and | 
ſaw my ſelf in the end conttrained to love without 
all hope, and to love, becauſe my reaſon had not 
power enough over my Soul to keepme from loving. 
Atthe ſecond fight of Alexander my paſſion grew 
twice as {trong as before, and at Jait it became fo 
porent by my indulgence, that it made me abſolutely 
belides my felf. We followed the Army certain 
daics, but the King being defirous by obligations to 
engage my Father to his ſervice, and tellifie the trult 
he would have in him, ſent him to the City of Aſaru- 
canda,whereof, as of the Neighbouring Province, he 
gave him the Government, with equal Authority to 
what Governours were wont to have under Dar, 
My Father :- eived this favour from the King with 
great ſubnuſſhon, and with an earneit delire to ſacri- 
fice himſelf for his fervice : but I reqived it as a ſen- 
tenceof death, fince it abſented me from my lovely 
Conquerer,and when Cr44-res,after having received 
his orders and diſpatches, departed from the Camp, 
I was like to have ended my life at that cruel ſepara- 
tion. Yetwas 1t neceſſary to obey without murmuring, 


with him to that City ,wh'ch obeyed the Kings orders 
without reſiitance, and | looked upon it as the place 
of my Imprifonment or at thelea!t as the place of my 
baniſhment. Alaſs ! how many dates did I paſs there, 
which to me were more gloomy than the darkeit 
nights, and which I ſhould have blotted out of the 
number of my | fe, if all thoſe that ſucceeed them, 
had not been languiſhed outinte like or greater mis- 
fortunes ! that adored Idea came alwayes into my 
imagination, with charms againit which my reaſon 
wasno longer proof; ſometimes 1 fancied Alexan 
der at the head of his forces, preſſing the flunks of 
- Bucephalws, with his ſword in his hand,his head ſhad- 
ed with Plumes,and his body glittering with poliſhed 
ſteel,except in ſome places, where the duſt,and his E- 
nemies bloud had dulled part of its lufire ; other- 
white I repreſented him to my ſelf at the top of a 
ſcalinzLadder,laying hold of a battlement,and throw- 
ing hi:nſelf over a wall, whither he alone carricd ter- 
rour and ruine to his Enemies : I often ſet him before 
my eyes ſwimming on Horſe-back through an impe- 
tuous River, holding two Darts in his right hand, and 
caſting up a terrible look toward the bank extreamly 
ſteep,and covered with a million of men in Battalia, 
and in all theſe forms I imagined him alwaies with a 
divine aſpect, and with an aire breathing ſomething 
above humanity; but from theſe reflections falling in- 
to my ſadder thoughts, Alexander (would I fay figh- 
ing) is yet more lovely, is yet more ſparkling than 
thou canſt fancy him,butalas ! he isnot for thee; and 
the higher he is,and the more elevated above the com. 
mon ſort of men, the leſs cauſe hait thou of hope, the 
leſs cauſe of conſolation. I never ended theſe words 
without tears, and when heard tell of the daily pro- 
greſs he made, whereof my Father often received 
newes, and the perils into which he did precipitate 
himſelf, I trembled and quaked at the recital, and 
hardly made any prayers unto the gods, but to con- 
jure them to divertallthoſe darts, and all the points 
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of thoſe ſwords which might offend my lovely G& 
querour. I kept my diſquiets along time co " 
though they might have been obſerved in my w 
face, and in the alteration of my health; but in 
end I diſcovered them to old Theor my nurſe, ; 
whom alone I could with reaſon have any config 
That good woman blamed my folly, and aig q 
that ſhe could poſſibly to cure me of it ; but Whenſy 
found the laboured but in vain, and that my Paſſy 
grew ſharper by ker oppoling, the reſolved to folly 
my inclinations, and to ſeek ſome redreſs for mydi 
content, as well by her endeavours, as by her co, 
lations. 

I live4 on this manner, till Sp:ramenes came yg 
Aaracinds; Spitamenes ( perſued Hermione wii 
aligh) was not unsnown to any of you, and they 
that have paſſed their lives with Alexander. as wel 
as they that have lived near Darizes, may oftenhay 
ſeen him in Foth Courts; you know that he yy 
friend to the treacherous Beſſzs, and that after th 
deteſtable paricide of his King, whereof he wasny 
abſolutely clear,he followed his fortune into Bafriy 
but when Ale.cander was come into that Countrey 
and that by the force of his arms he had made himſelf 
maiter of 1t,Sp:ramcnes, a falfe friend to that diſloyd 
man,betraycd theTraitor in favour of 4!» m7 
to make h1s peace with him, after he had cauſed hj 
forces to revolt, he with Catrcres and ſome other 
ſerzcd upon Beſſres, and carriea him bound hand ard 
foot ro Alexander, Having found favour with tie 
Corquerour by means of his treachery, he continy 
cc for ſome time to follow him,but afterward(groy. 
ing weary of tne quiet he enjoyed under him, an 
abuſing the favours he had received from him) he 
ſowed new fcd tions inthe Camp, and making the 
Dahes riſe, ke 1:vied feven thouſand Baltrian Hork, 
ani with them marched towards AZ:racand:, to Let 
my Father to follow his cxamp!e, and rebell agant 
Þis bencf:ictour, and his Maſter.. Pardon me, (0 
Spitamezcs) if Irenewthe remembrance of thy pr- 
fedronſnefs, and bilicuve, that it is neither to inyre 
thy memory, nor to ſeek to juſtifie ny ſelf, that lar 
cuſe thee, but to moke the rruth known unto theſe nw 
ble perſons, who are as little ignorant of part of th 
life as I myſelf. Spitamenes beings arrived at Ms 
racanda, and having made himſelf known at the 
Gates, was received by my father his ancient friend 
with all te/t;imonies of affection ; and concealing his 
rebellion from him, he made him believe that by 
Alexanders order, and for his ſervice, he was to 
lead thoſe forces upen ſome expedition whither he 
had ſent him; My father received him into the Town, 
and into his houſe, with all manner of welcome, and 
uſed him as a brother, and as a man in whom he per: 
fectly truſted 3 nay, he was ſo imprudent, that he 
quartered ſ:me of kis Troops within the Town, and 


The ſubtle Sp eameres had already taken good ori 
to keep my father from being undeceived, and fent 
Horſemen abroad upon all the Figh ways, to ſtep 
all thoſe who by order from the Kins or otherwiſe, 
might come to give him notice: of his Revolt; by 


this means it was conceal'd from him,and poor C74 
dates never ſhewed the leaſt miſtrult. 


port 


the reſt hard by as commcdicuſly as he could wiſh, 


In the inte- 
rim, Spitamenes from the ſecond day became in luve 
with me, or at leaſt feign'd to he ſo. to advance his 
deſigns ; and preſumins upon the friendſhip my fa- 
ther bore him, and upon the power he belicv'd hm 
to have with Alcxarder, who, accor-iins to hisrt 
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me of him in marriage. | | 
ave ear to tlic propolition, and really beli.v- 
no that Spit armences WAs ma high degree of iortune, 
and in great Credit with the King, judged t athe 
ould not hope for a more advantageous match for 
his daughter, and without farther deliberation of 


| informing himſelf how I tool inclined,gave him his | 


; word that I ſbould DC nis wife. Spita CES naving 
hadthis promiſe, began to cait loving glances at me, 
| andto diſcover his alt<Ction ; But alas / how little 


eat a coldneſs did I recctve his proteitations ! That 


very evening my fataer inade me acquainted with 
| his plea'ure, and commanded me to refolveto mar- 
| rvhim. The gods know in what manaer I received 
| back thardeclaration, and that command, how ma- 
| ny tears {hed at my fat! ers fect, and how many en- 
| treaties | uſed to get him to chanyge his reſolution; 
| butthar pdGr abuſed man, who believed himſelf en- 
s aaged by his word, and W9 fancied Imaginary ad- 
| vintages to himſelf by taar attance, was inexora- 
| ble tomy prayers, and being offended at my refiit- 
E ns of his will, redoubled his. commands, and to 
| them added threats fuil of ſeverity. I paſſe all that 
| nipht in deadly gricts, and a thouſand time; nvok'd 
| my adored Alewancer, to asK fxtisfaction for the 
violence uſed again{t me. T hears could ind no way 
+ tocomfort m2, but repreſenting to me that | could | 
E rot pretend by lawſul means to the poſſefſion of him 
| Ilov'd, counſell'd me to take Spiramenecs, and obey 
[ had no mother to whom | might ad- | 
| dreſgmy complaints, ſhe was dead many years be- 
fore; and having made my moan to two youns 


brothers | had, they blamed my refi:tance, and 
lay'd before mine eyes the duty I owed my father : 
They were ignorant how my heart was prepoſſeſs'd, 


and believing as well as Crad4ates, that I ſhould have 


a very good fortune in Spiramenrs, could not ap- 


| prove the difhculty I made in ſubmittins to his will. 


Till then I had lived without knowledge of any 


| crime, and in that innocency of life, I believ'd, that 
| without being extream faulty, I could not difobey my 


father, to whom, beſides my reſpect, I had ever 
borna very tender and pericct affection, to which 
he had obligzd me by all manner of kind uſage, an 
by teſrimonies of a moit indulgent love. How 
great difficulty ſoever I found in withdrawing my 
thoughts from that lovely object whereupon they 
were fix'd, and how great an averſion ſoever his 
tyrannical proceeding had made me conceive againit 
the Husband deſtined for me, I felt my ſelf too weak 
torefilt thoſe that had an abſolu:e power over me; 
I was deſtitute of all ſhew of help, and not ſo fool- 
ſas to hope for any ſucceſs in my paſſion for Alex- 
ander. The knowl:dge of theſe things, after hav- 
np ſufficiently wept, and tormented my ſelf, made 
meat lait reſolve to undergo the yoke, which they 
ſtrove to impoſe upon me, and to diſpoſe my ſelf by 
that cruel neceſſity, to contend againit my brit af 
ketion, and labour to introduce that into my heart, 
which duty ought to eſtabliſh init, Why ſhould I 
keep you longer in this tedious part of my life ? 
Cradates at lat found me obedient 5; Spritamerres by 
(hard violence, and by the d«ſpiir of my former 
Paſſion, drew from me the conſent he demanded, and 
my father who loved me dearly, and who would not 
ave forced my inclinations, but out of a hope it 


ave kim Armies to command ; he diſcover'd 


CASSANDRA. 


| would be much tomy advantage, expreſs d a creat | 


qnco þ11 Þis intentions towards me, and demanded | 
The abuſed Cradares 
, £:1:4, the goddeſs of Marriages, prefided not at 


| was] in a condition to hearken to him, and with how | 
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acal of ſatisfaction atit. The wedding was celebra- 
tea with pomp and magnificence enough, but L- 


ours; only the Furics held forth their Torches at 
that fatal! alliance,and about our nuptial bed, whither 
[ was led as a ſacrifice to the altar ; nor was there 
any thing heard bur night ravens, ſcreech-owls, 
and ſuch birds of fatal preſage. In thoſe firit dayes 
of our marriage, Sp:tumenes itrove, at leaſt in ap- 
pcarance, by all manner of kindneſs and te{timonics 
of love, to inake me approve of that by inclination, 
wiich I had done out of obedience or conitraint; 
and notwithſtanding all my repucnancy , he 
would at lat have obtain'd it, and I ſhould have 
forced my ſelf with reaſon to drive away that 
Paſſion, which was ſo great an Enemy to my 
repole, and to my duty, if by mo horcible 
crimes, he, initead of the coldneſs I had toward 
him, had not introduced that bloody hatred into my 
heart, which hath ſince produced ſuch diſmal effects, 
ere I thall only recall many things int» your me- 
mory, which without doubt you have heard before, 
but linc2 that for the malt part they are not unknown 
to you, I will paſs them the more lightly over. Cra- 
d:ite; now liv'd with Spiramenes as with his ſon, he 
tru/te « him with his molt ſecret thoughts, and refer- 
red himſelf to him, both for the government of the 
Town, an41for his moſt important affairs; and in- 
deed wao would have ſuſpected ſuch a horrid trea- 


| Chery, or who would have imagined that fo much 


cllimulation an1 perfidiouſneſs could lodge in the 
foul of a man nobly deſcended ? The eighth day af- 
ter,onr marriage was hardly paſs'd,when Sprramenes 


| found means to bring in a great part of his forces at 


ſeveral gates, and when ne had made himſelf {trong- 
citintne Town, where the Garriſon and the Inhabi- 
tants were very weak, after he had given thoſe Or- 


| ders tohis men, which he rcfolv'd ſhould be execu- 
. ted, he came attended by a great many followers, 
; totind my Father in his Chamber ; he theday before 
| had told him that he intended to march about the ex- 
| peattion Alexander had employed him in, ſaying, 


} 


it had been retarded by his Marriage, and my Father, 
who ſaw how; much the Country was burthen'd with 
his Forces, was content tolet him depart,upon hope 
of a ſpeedy return ; at that time ſeeing him come in- 
to his Chamber, he belicv'd he came to take his leave 
of him, but Sprrameres quickly put him out of that 
crrour, and having dcfired to ſpeak with him 3 Cra- 
dates (ſaid he) I hate hitherto diſſembled my intenti- 
on, becauſe | was not yetin a condition to declare it 
to you, but now I mult lay open my heart, and by 
my cxample oblige you to do what you ought, 
ſince our ancient friendſhip, and the alliance we have 
contracted, .perſwades me to move you to it by ſuch 
ways as I ſhoul! not have made uſe of toward ano- 


| ther. Know then, I am Alexanders enemy, that 


the Forces which follow me have taken Arms only 
againit him, and that if you have any loveto your 
Countrey, and any conſideration of your Son-Iin= 
Law, you ought to taxe Arms for the one, and fol- 
low the fortune of the other, I was preſent at this 
diſcourſe of Spirarwenes, and faw that my Father, 
not being able to ſuffer the continuation of it, How 
Spirtamenes (cryed he) have you betray'd me then, 
and was it only with this intent that you ſought my 
alliance ? ITasked yorr Daughter of yon, (ſaid Spi- 
tamenes) becauſeT loy d you, and'tis becauſe I love 

YOu, 


"Az, 


264 


you, that yet once again intreat you to embrace our 
party, and not to make them your enemies who do 
yet conlider you, and whoare i{tronger in Maracan- | attempted upon my lite: I had continued aboy 


da than your ſelf. By theſe words, poor Cradates 
plainly found he was betray'd, and inſtead of anſwer- 
ing to Spiramenes his propoſition: Ab! Traitor, 
(cryed he) the juſt gods will puniſh thy perfidiouſneſs, 
andif 1 mus#t fall, they ſhall ſee me dye like a man 
that was faithfulto his Alaſters till bis lateſt breath. 
- Withtheſe words he laid his hand upon the Hitt of 
his Sword ; but cruel Spiramenes having already 
drawn his, ran him through the body, and made 
him fall dead at my feet, weltring in a itream of his 
own blood ; my two Brothers were eager to have 
revenged him, but thoſe that accompanied Sp:rare- 
nes killd them preſently upon the place, and atthe 
ſame inſtant the ſignal being given, they began 
through the whole Town to drive out, and cut the 
throats of the Garriſon, 
I make you Judges, my Lords of the condition 1 
was in at that time; Iſaw my poor Father breath 


out his life in my arms, and my two poor Brothers | 


fall murthered with divers wounds, the blood of 
them all ſpouted forth upon me, and made me all o- 
ver in agore, but was not long a beholder of that 
dreadful ſpeQacle, for having ſcarcely had the 
ſtrength to give a ſhreek, I fell upon thoſe dezr bo- 
dies, without ſenſe or underitanding. 
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| whenI was ſo violently tranſported, 


[ 


I knew not | 


then, what was done in the Chamber where theſe | 


cruelties were committed, but when | came out of 
my ſwound, I found my ſelf upon a bed, encompaſ- 
ſed with a great many women, unto whoſe charge I 
had been delivered. 

As ſoon as I opened my eyes, I remcembred the 
woful objects I had ſcen, and you may belicve, that 
at that horrid remembrance, 1 neither ſpared my 
hair,nor my face,and that by all my actions] gave ſut- 
ficient teſtimony, that in the condition I was left in 
the world, I had but little love of life remaining ; 1 
had ſcen thoſe perſons murthered before my eyes, 
who were the neareſt, and who ought to be deareſt - 
to mein the whole world ; and | had feen them mur- 
thered by the hands of him, who in ſpite of all his 
treacheries & cruelties, was ſtill my husband; beſides 
the force of blood, and the conſiderations of friend- 
ſhip, the condition I was in by that horrible revolu- 
tion of my fortune, was very lamentable, I in thoſe 
dear perſons had loſt all the ſupport, and all the pro- 
tection I had, and I ſaw my ſelf miſerably expoſed, 
and abandoned to the mercy of that moniter, from 
whom I expected as bad a deſtiny. At that time I 
thought not of all theſe things, as being capable of 
very little ſence in that extremity of trouble, but 
fixing my ſelf only upon thoſe ſo late objects, and 
upon the bloody Idzas, which I had {till freſh before 
my eyes, Iſufter'd my ſelf to be totally poſſeſſed 
with grief, and with aſtoniſhment. 

As often as I named my poor Father, and my poor 
Brothers, I deteſted their treacherous murtherer, 
and I made not more complaints for them, than [ 
powred forth imprecations againſt him - 1 kiſſed the 
bloud which was yet upon my clothes, and left hor- 
rible marks thereof upon my face. I ſhould fear to 
weary you, my Lords, and perchance I ſhould not 
have lite enough to make an end of my recital, If I 
endeavoured to repeat all the words which my de- 
ſpair made me bring forth; and it will ſuffice meto tell 
you, that I paſſed all that day, and all the night fol- 
lowing. like a perſon utterly out of her wits, and 


| 


| 


| 
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had it not been for the hinderance my women uſe 
I had infalliy 


| thirty hours without taking any nouriſhment 


when I was forced to it by the tears of my old N 
who hanging about my knees, and fighing by g 
touched even me my ſelf with pity, whoſe condi; 
on was woful enough to move compaſſion in all 
world. That ſecond day was paſſed jult as the fi 
and the next after, impudent Sp:tamenes preſents 
himſelf before me. O gods ! with what a violence 
that cruel fight waken my reſentments ! Ifeltm 
ſtrength redoubied,and leaping from my bed, [ry 
to itrangle that Paricide with my hands, and yig, 
out doubt, in the fury that tranſported me, I ſhoy 
have periſhed by his, or ſhould have made himry 
ſome hazard, but that I was ſtopped by thoſe yy, 
men, who having held me back with much ado, 
ried me by force, and laid me again upon my het, 
Cruel Sp:ramenes was not at all moved at my ad. 
on, and being ſet down at a diſtance from me, he 
gave ear a longtime w:thout reply to the reproaches 
and imprecations I vented againit him. after Iha 
ſaid all that rage could put into my mouth ; Perfe 
thy crime (continued I) rhou murthercr, ſbauin'd with 
elnſtrious blood, and with blood for which thay 
oughteſt to have ſhed all that runs in thine own wen; 
ſend the diſconſolate Hermitone after her Father and 
her Brothers ; pierce this heart, an enery totha 


Partcide hand, which but few dayes before, thin 


| Joyned jt to mine for a pledge of thy tove, and which 


thou gaveſt to poor Cradates for au aſſurance of thy 
fidelity; ſince ut 1s with this noble recompence thou 
haſt re-paid the favoars he didthee, and with theſ: 
gallant Charatters that thou baſt engraven in the 
wemory of niankind, the alliance which thou wadef 
with hin, ſpare not this remnant that is left, and now 
riſh not for thy ruin, a ſerpent that will devour thee, 
unleſs thou ſirfleſt it ; know that thy life ſhall never 
be ſecure, ſo long as Hermione 7s in the world, aud 
that ſhe preſerves hirs only to aſſault thine, by alltit 
0ſt cruel ways ſhe can invent. 

At this diſcourſe, diſloyal Spitamenes feigredtote 
touch'd with repentance and compaſſion, and having 
looked a long time upon me without reply, 
Hermione (faid he at laſt )I am afflicted with thee 
for thy loſs, but for the conſervation of my fortune 
and of my life, it was neceſſary for me to ſeizeup 
on aracanda; and though I was already advert 
ſed that thy Father had betrayed me, and that he had 
already promiſed to deliver me up to Alexanaer, | 
prote{t to thee that for thy ſake I would have par- 
doned him, and that I would not have drawn my 
Sword againſt him, if he had not laid his hand upm 
his firſt, with an intention to have kill'd me, fince he 
could not give me up alive into the power cf my 
mercileſs enemy ; I contributed not to the death 0 


thy Brothers, but they themſelves ran headlong vp 


on the Arms of thoſe that acccmpanied me. How 
ever it were, Hermione, if Cradates was thy Father, 
Spitamenes, 1s thy Hu:band, and thou art more 
nearly tied to me, than ever thou wert to him ; out 
interelts and our fortunes are henceforth inſeparable, 
and thou oughtelt to become an enemy to all thoſe 
that were ſo to thy Husband. The faithleſs Spit4 
menes ſpake on this manner, and to juſtifie himfelFin 
ſome ſort, ſtrove to blemiſh the memory of my Fa 
ther by a horrible calumny ; but his innocence W3 


too well known to me, andI could no longer jos 
tic 


| Alexande ry 
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alous Janders of that diſloyal wretch. Ah! 
( cried I ) Traitor a thouſand rimes ; 
Darius, Traitour to Hefſus, Traitour to 
and moſt of all Traitours to the unfor- 

nate Cradares, and to his deplorable Family ; Spare 
atleaſt the honour of rhem whoſe lives thou hait in- 
humanely deſtroyed ; and content thy ſ{clt with mur- 
ering their bodies, without murdering their Repu- 
he grave; our blood never ſuttcred any re- 
cach of perfidiouſneſs, and all that ever it can ap- 
rehend, is, the having receiv'd faitrleſs Sprramenes 


the ſcand 
Traktor z 


| 10a Race that till rhen was without any blemiſh ; 


but let the thunder of the gods bury me with the relt 


| of our poor Family, rather than thou ſhould'it ever 


be Hermione acknowledge thee for her Husband; 


| thou thy ſelf ſhalt acknowledge her to be a reveng- 
| no fury, chain'd unto thy life by an unſhaken reſolu- 
tion, and which will either give thee thy death in the 
* niddeſt of a thouſand Guards, or reccive her own 
{om thoſe abominable hands yet ſtaind with that 
| Food, to which thou wert ſo unworthily allied, I 
 fiid a great deal morc to him with the ſame vche- 
| mence, but he grew weary of hearing, and went out 
| ofthe Chamber, telling me that his love made him 
| pardon my being tranſported, and that time would 
| reſtore me reaſon, and bring me comfort. 


I continued miny Cayes 1n this condition, diſpo- 
fog my ſelf to live no further than I was forced by 


| the urgent intreaties of many that loved me, ard 
| teftified much compaſſon of my misfortunes. Spi- 
| tamenes was peaccable Maſter of J{zracanda, 
* where he had quartered molt part of his men, and 
| where Alexander, by reaſon of his weighty eriploy- | 
| ments otherwhere, let him alone quietly for that 
| time ; but he was not in the leaſt degree mailer of 
| my heart, and notwithſtanding all the induitry he 


uſed tomake me forget my reſcntmerts, it was 1m- 


| poſſible for him to etfect it, and I had conceiv'd ſo 
| violenta hatred againit him, that I could not conſi- 
der him as other than the Butcherer, not only of 
\ Cradates, and of my Brothers, but even alſo of 
\ myſelf; 1 fancied him alwayes dycd with that blood 
| which had been ſo dear to me, and I continually 
| fram'd horrible and dreadful 1deas of him to my ſelf, 


which waking and ſleeping came eternally into my 


| remembrance; in ſhort, all that a moſt juſt anger 
| can produce in a heart already prepoſſeſs'd with 
| ſome averſion, imprinted it ſelf moſt deeply in mine, | 
{ andI then took a firm reſolution to live for nothing 


— 


CASSANDRA. 


} i 


295 
all that a diſcreet Woman could do to ſettle it intire- 
ly upon that diſloyal man ; 1 could not hope toeffect 
it eaſily, but at laſt Thad taken a ftrong reſolution 
to die rather than ſuffer the ſinalleit thought thac 
could injure it. I continued that deſign as long as 
he abſtain'd from murdering my neareſt friends ; 
but after that he with their blood had waſh'd out all 
the Characters of that alliance, which tied me to 
him, I beiiev'd my ſelf free from that engagement ; 
and afterward when my loſſes were no longer ſo 
freſh, and that time ſuffered me alittle to unlooſe my 
thoughts from them, the image of Alexander came 
again into my mind, but it came in ſucha way as 
made me inſtantly obſerve the difference there was 
between him and Spiramencs; I made no oppoſition 
againlt its return, but drove out of my heart al the 
thoughts I formerly had to love that Monfter, placing 

-more noble and more glorious ones in their room. 
O gods ! (cried | )how beautifulis vertue in reſpect 
of Vice? and how lovely is my Alexander in re- 
ſpect of Spiramenes ? Depart from me, O you un- 
worthy remembrances of the moit unworthy of all 
men, and return to me, O dear 1424es of my gallant 
Conqueror ; we may ſubmit our ſelves to him with- 
out baſeneſs, fince the whole earth ſubmits it ſelf with 
us, and may kindle as much love in our heart for 
him, as we do hatred again{ the faithleſs Spirame- 
nes. 1faid many other things in the return of my 
paſſion, which my duty had laboured to ſuppreſſe, 
but now my rcſentment had fortified twice as much 
as ever, 

In the mean time, Spztamenes endeavoured to re- 
concile me to him, and caus'd me to be perſwaded, 


| that by all manner of conſiderations I ought to for- 


get all that was paſt, and give him the ſame place as 
formerly in my affection, and in my bed; but *twas 
impoſſible for him to obtain it ; and one day when he 
preſſed me to it extraordinarily, Ceaſe, Spitamenes 


- ( faid I )todefire what thou demandeſt, and believe, 


that it ſhall onely be to kill thee in thy ſleep, if I 
receive thee into my bed. Spiramenes was touch'd 
with ſuch a threat, and changing colour at that an- 
ſwer, This cruel obſtinacy ( replicd he) deſerves a 
very different uſage from that you receive of me, and 


' you would find few men in the world who would not 


ſecure their own lives by the death of ſo dangerous 


- an enemy. + Why doſt thou not ſecure thine then 


elſe, but to take revenge, and to ſacrifize to the | 


| Ghoſts of my Father and Brothers, that barbarous 
| flow who had inhumanly maſſacred them before my 


eyes. | ; 
Hemiited me every day, but I ſtill receiv'd him 
4 a Dfagon ready to devour me, and if he forced 


me to ſpeak to him, I only uttered ſuch bloudy | 
Reproaches, that any other ſoul but his muſt needs | 


have been touch'd by them, and which fo wicked an 
oneas his would never have endured, if it had not 


— 


fore been really touch'd with a violent paſſion, I 


wasa Priſoner, though in appearancel was free, and 
i!Ihad not known how much was obſerv'd, and 


tow carefully I was kept, I ſhould have endeavour- | 


edto get out of Aſaracanda, and eſcape out of the 
hands of that barbarous man. The cods know, and 


[call them to witneſs, that though I had married 
"Premenes without any affection, I had done all I 
could after we were married, to baniſh from my 
teartthe love I bore to Alexander, and that had done 


| 


1 


( ſaid I ) fince thou haſt no other way left to do it ? 
] will rſt C anſwered he ) try if reaſon, and the know- 
ledge of my love, can reſettle you in your duty, 
and will not come to extremities againſt you, till 
my hopes are quite cxtinguiſh'd, and till I have clear- 
ed my ſelf of all thoſe Reproaches you might uſe 
againſt me. But remember, Hermione, that you 
ought not to thruft a Husband upon theſe laſt reſolu- 
tions, who loves you too well, and who by your 
ingratitude may be driven from one' extremity to a- 
nother. The cruel man knew that I wanted not mat- 


ter of Reply to ſuch a Diſcourf:, but he would not 


ſtay for it, and going out of my Chamber, left me 
at liberty to digeſt his threatnins, I was even as - 
much moved with that, as with his flatterics, and nei- 
ther the one nor the other were able to divert me 
from the reſolution | had taken. 

Whilſt I lived-thus with him, like an Vly/7s in 
the Cyclops Cave, he received intelligence, that 4- 


| lexauder was ſending Forces againit him, and that he 


was preparing to follow them at the heels himſelf, 
to puniſh his perfidiouſneſs,, and mike him an ex- 
ample 
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zmple to thoſe that might abuſe his mercy, as he had 
done. This news produced two very different ct- 
fects in us; it much perplexed Spiramenes, though 
truly he was valiant, and a good ſoldier ; but in me 
it caus'd ſome mixture of hope and joy, I hoped that 
Alexander would revenge me, and ſet me at liberty, 
that out of thoſe deteited h:nds I ſhould fall into 
hards that were molt dear to me, and that in that 
revolution of my fortuze, 1 by avoiding the ſight of 
Spitawenes might enjoy the ſight of Alexander. Theſc 
thoughts reitored ſome chearfulncſs to my counte- 
nance, which was taken notice of by Spitamenes, 
and though he had no ſuſpitions of my inclinations to 
Alexander, he nevertheleſs was much diſpleas'd 
with me for the joy I ſhew'd at the diſorder of his af- 
fairs, and not-being able to diſſemble it; You re- 
joyce (faid he) Hermione, but be not too haſty in 
your contentments,your fortune is yet very unſecure, 
It cannot chuſe but be very good (replyedI) provi- 
ded yours be bad, and if Spitamenes periſh, Hermi- 
one cannot be unhappy. By the like diſcourſes I ex- 
aſperated Spiramenes againſt me, and if he had not 
indeed had ſome paſſion for me (whereof I can nei- 
ther tell you the name, nor explain the nature) *tis 
probable that being wicked and cruel, as he was, 
he would not have ſpared me. My g00d Nurſe was 
my onely conſolation, I truſted her alone with both 
my hatred and my love ; for though my hatred was 
publick,my love was knownto no body but the faith- 
ful Theano. Alexander made a preat part of our con- 
verſation,and ſeeing her alone with me one day in my 
clofſet, a thought came into my mind which I neither 
could nor would conceal from her : W hat danger is 
there, mother, (ſaid I) ſince I have given my hcart to 
Alexander, andthat I have more right than others to 
call him to my rclicf,ifI implore that aſſiſtance which 
he grants to all perſons that are miſerable ? he'l lend 
an ear to me without doubt, when he ſhall know that 
I am daughter to Cr.:dates, who died for his ſervice, 
and whoſe fidelity alone has beenthe cauſe ofmy mis. 
fortunes. 
This remembrance will be conſiderable to him,and 
perhaps he will notdifdain the inclinations I have for 
him, when he thall once come to know them : he 
has ſhewed civility, nay, has ſhewed affection to 
women, whoſe birth was neither more illu{trious, 
nor their perſon more lovely than Zermione's. W har 
do we know, but that the heavens, after ſuch cruel 
influences, may look upon us with more pity, and 
may have inſpired me with the deſign I have, todeli- 
. ver me out of all my miſeriesat once ? Let us hazard 
what Love, and the neceſſity of my affairs put into 
my mind, and by writing to Alexander the ſtate of 
our preſent condition, let us give. him ſome notice 
of thatof my heart ; he will without doubt be pitiful 
to the one, and perchance not inexorable to the o- 
ther, I am forced unto this Action by a Power 
which I cannot diſobey, and fince that in the conditi. 
onTIamin, my life is very unſafe, I ſhould dic unſa- 
tisfied, if Idied without giving my Conquerour ſome 
knowledge of the victory he has obtained over me; 
I will have him know, that even the leaſt of his Con- 
queits isnot ſhameful, and that the daughter of Cra- 
dates has a more noble ambition than to be the wife 
of Spritamenes; yet will we manage what love ſhall 
make us write, with ſuch a diſcretion, as ſhall ſecure 
_ us from his diſdain, and will make theſe adventrous 
Lines ſpeak in ſuch tearms.,as ſhall not make usbluſh 
for their preſumption, Onely, dear mother, think 


CASSANDRY 


On 


br ng: yy Ke, ” 20EW s 

AH IST” 
p4 . 8 Re 
- + SER. 


* Part;Jj 
of ſome truſty ſervant whom we may make ye; 
fo important a buſineſs ; I'le put both my life gy 
honour into his hands; and in recempence of hel 
vice he ſhall do me, I ofter him a good' part of tl 
fortune the £ods ſhall ſend me: It will not be liardly 
him to get out- of this Town while SPitarrentiny 
mies are yetafar oft, and that the Guard at the Boy 
is not too itrict ; and he may eaſily find out 41, 
a:der by the noiſe of his Conqueſts, and by | 
Reputation which brings him near to the rem 
places. After I had ſaid this to Thearo, ſhe alley 

ſome ditliculties that were not without colow, jy 
my paſſion broke through them all, and atlaf ; 

the good woman conſent to my deſires, and ſet 
ſome faithful perſonro ſerve me in them ; ſhe ju; 
the matter of ſuch conſequence, as was not ty 
truited toany Lut ſuch an one as we had great a, 
rance in, and therefore having ſtudied long Upon, 
ſhe bethought her ſelf of her onely ſon, my foe, 
brother,who had been brought up with care enoup 


in my fathers houſe,and who had ever born me an W }uro 
wiolable affection, The good woman was wilingy WW whic 
hazard him for my ſervice,and as ſoon as ſhe hadpy iſ ,. 

pounded the buſineſs to him, he with a mot arder _— 
Zeal offered to effect it for me. Theano had and, 
ſooner brought him to me,but I received him withes I 0 * 
preſſions worthy of his fidelity, and having told tin WM fl 
once again of what nature, and of what importince W »ot 
the ſervice was that he ſhonld do me, I begg'd ofhin iſ fuſe 
with tears in my cyes to be carcful of what 1trufed "mW 


him withal ; Tin{tructed him at large in his Commil: 
lion, and having given him a good many of my |e. 
wels, diſmiffed him to take order for his departure 
while I ſhut my ſelt up in my Clofet to write thatlet: 
ter whereof he was to be tne mciJenger ; but then [ 
was even at my wits cnd, ar.d I found my ſelfin the Þ 
greateſt trouble. of the world to ſcAx out tearmsto i \ 


expreſs my ſelf.I repented my defign a hundredtimes, MW fg; 
and as often refolv'd upon it again ; Love hadro ſelf, 
ſooner inſpired ne with words, but preſently ſhane MW yr; 
ſtrangled them again, and my courage had noſoonet WM the; 
made me write a little, but my fear made me ſirike W fon; 
it otit ; I never ſpent ſo much time at out ſo fewline: MW me 
But in the end, -after a thouſand blottings, anda poe 
thouſand conſultations, I at lait finiſhed thee MW ye 
words. fin 
ſho 

| of 

The unfortunate Hermione to 3 
Alexander the Great. " 

| for 

do 

Tis not the wife of falſe Spitamenes, but th | w 
daughter. of faithfal Cradates, that preſums BW 

to write toon; Tf you abhor the name of her | & 
husband, you have ſome conſideration of br Np ® 
fathers memory z and if ber hasband has bi : 
traid you, her father died for your Majeſtit NY |, 
ſervice 5 tis therefore by the blood of myſrÞh y 
ther that T implore your juſtice againſt #) | » 
husband, and ſince it is the deſtiny of Cra- i 
dates his family to dic for Alexander, be plec - 
ſed that the remainder of it may die free fro ; 
any other yoke ſave what you have impoſed. ® Nh |, 


| 75 your Captive Sir, that begs her liberty, = l 


that 
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that you have taken fron: her, but that which 
tileſs Spitamenes refuſes her 5 ſhe counts no 
other priſon but yours ſupportable, and if ſhe 
miſt live inchained, 'tis onely in thoſe brave 
chains, and in thoſe gallant Bonds wherewith 
terbeart is tied; her body can no longer en- 
Jure to be ſeparated from her ſoul, that's the 
woſt cruel of all my torments, anal ſuffer leſs 
in the preſence of a monſter imbrued with my 
tood, than T do for the abſence of Alexander. 
Alas, Sir, how bold and how ſtrange is this 
unfeſſion ! but your goodne)s without aonbt 
pill pardon it in a mind equally perplex'd with 
its misfortunes, and with its paſſions, and that 
ume goodneſs will arm your hand with thoſe 


| Hunders, which it uſes to dart at guilty heads, 
| and will make you demand that from a bar- 
| barons #2474 which he detains from you, and 
| which can be 20 bodies but yours. Thoſe vid o- 
| rions Arms of the Conqueronr of all the IWorld, 
| and of my particular Conqueronr, can never 


be employed with more juſtice, and that in- 


| fallible ſncceſſe which waits upon then can- 
| wt ſbunne ſo lawful a deſign, nor be re- 
| fued by the gods unto the prayers of th: unfor- 
| linate 


Hermione, 


When I had ended this Letter, I found it ſo far 


| from that modeſty which I had propoſed unto my 
| ſelf, that] was going to have writ another, and have 
| torn theſe words which made me bluſh with reading 
| them, and perhaps I ſhould never have reſolv d to 
| ſendthem, if Theano and her ſon had not come in to 


me; they utterly overcame all my ſcruples, and that 
poor young man, who burn'd with a deſire to ſerve 


{ Me, urged me in ſuch manner, that after having in- 


ſtructed him in his Commiſſion, and in the relation he 
ſhould make unto the King touching the fnisfortunes 


| ofour family, Iput that fatal Letter into his hands, 
and diſmiſs'd him, He went his way, after he had 


promiſed, that he would either procure my ſatisfacti- 
on, or die for my ſervice; and | remaincd ina great 
confuſion, both for the boldneſs I had taken; and 
for the uncertainty of the event. 1 trembled in ſo 
doubtful an expection, - and good Theano endea- 
vouredto ſettle my fears, and laid aſide her own to 
gve me ſome conſolation. Part of the day was pal- 
&dinthis employment, when I was ſurpriſed with 
«moſt dreadful ſpectacle ; I ſaw (O gods! I tremble 
this horrible remembrance) I ſaw cruel Sp:tamenes 
Ome into my chamber, in a poſture which cannot 
return into my memory without making me quake 


vith terrour, his eyes and his whole face glowed | 


vith a colour like fire, his cloarhs were all bloudy ; in | 
| of ways to get out ofthy hands,and that I call for help 


me of his hands he held the Letterl had written ſome 
fy hours before, and in the other the head of my un- 
fortunate meſſenger. Conſider, my Lords, what an 
altoniſhment I was in at ſo ſtrange an encounter, and 
ſupply my weakneſs, which will not ſuffer me to 
repreſent it to you, I was ſtrucken cold,and unmov- 
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able, like ſorrowful Nioby at the lofſe of her deplo- 
red family,and at the firſt was neither ſenſible of grief 
for the miſchief I had cauſed, nor of fear for the dan- : 
ger that threatned me. In the interia:,inhmane Spita- 
menes coming towards me, when he had put the Head 
which he held by thc hair cloſe to my eyes to make 
me know it, he threw it at Theans's feet, and at the 
ſame time ſhewing me the Letter, Sce here,(ſaid he) 
Hermione, ſee the recompence thou givelt to thoſe 
that ſerve thee, and behold the gallant marks of thy 
fidelity to thy husband ; thus it is I uſe thoſe that un- 
dertake ſuch honeſt employments for Spritamenes his 
wife, and *tis by proofs of this nature that I can 
know chaſt and modeſt women like Hermione. I 
was ſo troubled both by the ſight of ſuch frightful ob- 
jects, and by the cries of Theano, who kiſſing her 
ſons bloody head, fill'd my chamber with moit la- 
mentable exclamations, that I had neither ſtrength 
nor confidence to anſwer Spiramenes, Conſider (ſaid 
he to me) whether this husband, to whom thou dai- 
ly uſcit bloody reproaches of cruelty, ought now to 
ſtand in fear of them, for having puniſhed a double 
perfidiouſneſs like thine ; and whether thou canſt dis- 
avow thy being convinced both of an adulterous de- 
ſign, and of a conſpiracy againſt thy - husbands life - 
See, how to ſatisfie thy hatred, and to content thy 
ſhameful paſſion, thou doſt not onely give up my 
life and thy honour, but to ſacrifice the one, and un- 
worthily to proſtitute the other, thou woeſt, ( baſe. 
and mean ſpirited wretch ) thou ſueſt to an enemy 
that deſpiſes thee: Know, that it is not to diſhonelt 
and diſloyal women that Alexander gives his eſteem 
and his affections ; and that as much his enemy as I 
am, I mult acknowledge him to have a vertue which 
oppoſes all thy hopes. He that puniſhed the murder- 
crs of Darius more cruelly than thoſe of King Philip 
his father, will never approve of treachery,although 
it be to his advantage and the deſtiny of Beſſus, 
ſhould have ſerv'd for an example to the wife of Spt- 
tamenes, With ſuch like diſcourſes Spiggmenes ag- 
Sravated my ſorrows, and having by the length of 
them given me time to ſhake off part of my aſtoniſh- 
ment, Tat laſt recovered courage, and looking upon 
him with a more aſſured countenance than before, 
Think not (ſaid I) to confound me by thy reproaches 
nor to terrifie me. by thy threats ; theſe crimes that 
thou accuſeſt me ofare not new unto thy knowledge, 
this is not the firſt day thou knewelt that Cradares his 
daughter was the mortal enemy of his Murderer;this 
attempt thou upbraideſt me with, is onely againſt the 
Butcherer of my nearett friends, and not againſt my 
husband : The gods forbid that ever I ſhould ac- 
knowledge thee by that name, their blood has waſh- 
ed out all the marks thou hadit of it, and if I were 
guilty of that affetion thou condemneſt me of, it 
ſhould be to the gods, and not to thee, that I ſhould 
juſtifie my ſelf for it, Ioweno fidelity to him who 
by horrible Paricides has extinguiſhed all thoſe oblt- 
gations, and Iceaſed to be thy wife from the time that 
thou diveſtedit thy ſelf both of the nature and quality 
of my husband. After the misfortune of Cradates,who 
was neither more guilty,nor lefs in thy power than I 
thou needeſt not think it ſtrange that I try ail manner 


to him, who of all men living is beſt able to give it 
me, and from whom, being interetſed in our misfor- 
runes as he is, I may moit lawfully hope to obtain 
if. If thou haſt ſhed the blood of a faithful ſervant, 
and of the innocent meſſ-nger of my intention, be net- 
| X x ther 
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ther the more fierce, nor the more ſatisfied for that, 
and believe thou aggravatelt thy crimes onely for thy 
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greater puniſhment,and that if thou letteſt me con- 
tinue in the world, I will be revenged for him, as al- 
ſo for my father and my brothers. This torrent of 
words which I pour'd forth impetuouſly, and in 
which Spiramenes, for all his rage and fury, ſaw a 
great deal of juſtice,abated his violence a little, and if 
they were not able to make him more mild, or more 
cholerick than before, they were powerful enough 
to ſtrike him into confuſion, yet did he ſtrive to dit- 
ſemble it,and labouring to put himſelf into his former 
terms. Think not, wicked woman, (ſaid he) to juſtific 
thy ſelf by theſe weak reaſons thou alledgeſt ; thou 
art but too plainly convinced of two crimes, the 
leaſt whereof is worthy of death; and perſevering as 
thou doit to work my ruine, thou wouldit per- 
chance ſcarce findone in the whole world,from whom 
thou could'it hope for ſo much mercy as thou recel- 
veſt from this cruel, this barbarous man ; I will let 
thee out live thy crime, to the end thou mayelt have 
no advantage over me, and that henceforward our 
reproaches may be equal, fince our faults are equal, 
When thou telleit me of Cradates, le put thee in 
mind of Alexandcr ; but know, thou hope!t in vain 
both for his help and his affection, I am content to 
[et thee live,ſo long as thou liveſt for none but me; 
bur if I fink under Alexarders fortune, thou ſhalt be 
ſure tokeep me company to my Grave, nor will 1 
leave thee in the world in a condition to laugh with 
thy Lover,at the defeat of thy husband ; Pray thcre- 
fore to the Heavens for my proſperity, if thou wilt 
pray for thine own ſafety.l give thee this wicked wo- 
mans life ( continned he, pointing to Theano ) and 
though ſhe deſerve death, I am fatished with having 
puniſhed her by her ſon,for the counſcl and aſſiſtance 
ſhe has given thee, Having faid theſe words, hc 
went out of my Chamber, and left me little moved 
with his threatnings, but deeply afflicted, both with 
fear of never ſeeing Alexander, and grief for poor 
Theano,whom for a reward of her ſervices, and of the 
nouriſhment I had received from her, I unfortunately 
had deprived her of her onely ſon. The poor woman 
lay upon the floor, keeping the head in her hands,and 
mingling her tears with the blood which {till ran from 
it, wasa hideous and horrible ſight to behold. I took 
her in mine arms, and adding my tears to hers, with 
much affection, Mother, ( ſaidI) I am not ableto 
give you any valuable comfortin this loſs I have cau- 
ſed you, and unleſs I could reſtore you what have 
robbed you of, I know not how in the world to make 
you amends, but I proteſt to you by all the gods that 
hear us, by the ſoul of Cradates, and by the tender 
affection I have ever born you, that your intereſts 
ſhall from henceforth make the beſt part of mine,that 
[ will be as eager to revenge you as my ſelf, and that 
I will periſh very ſhortly, or appeaſe the Ghoſts of 
my father, and of your ſon, by the blood of their 
Murderer. Though theſe words were not ſufficient 
to quiet that poor woman, yet did I perceive they 
had wrought ſomething upon her, and that ſhe found 
ſome ſweetneſs in the promiſe I made her ; I ſpent the 
reſt of the day with her incondolins the diſalter of 


that poor young man,whom I unhappily had facrifi- 
cedto my misfortunes,and the day after we had cm- 
ployments of another nature. 

Spitamenes having notice,that Alexander had ſent 
Menedermw againſt him,and that he was already up- 
on his march to Maracanda with his Forces, refoly*d 
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to go forth with his, to meet him, 
him in ſome advantageous place, fit for an ambyþ 
which he meant to lay, and into which Afeneq; 
mult neceſſarily fall, The Troops were no fo 2 
ready, but Sprtameres compeil'd me to 90 _ 
my Chamber, and putting me with certain w 
into a Charict, encompaſſed with Guards, took 
along with him the way he march'd ; he hadwis 
him four thouſand Pattrian horſe-men, whom hey, 
ſed to carry benind them as many Dahes lighly army 
and expert Archers, who yielded little to horſes a 
ſwiftneſs, and who had order to alight at the y 
beginuing of the charge, and to encloſe the enenis 
on the right {ide, and on the left, That day hay 
made a very long march, we came to the placed 
Ambuſh in the beginning of the night, and the very 
next morning imprudent 7eneders arrived ther: 
I wii] not entertain you, my Lords, with the part 
cularities of that bufineſſe, I have already told yo, 
that I am but a Souldier by accident,and beſides tho 
paſſages arcas well known to you as my ſelf. Yy 
have heard that Spiramenes his Stratagem took th 
eftect projected, that the Xacedonians were ſhut 


' up onthree ſides, and that the ſudden ſurpriſe of th 


Dahes, deprived then of all means to Foht; tht 
Atenedcmus ſeeing himfelf over-reach'd, ond aſhan-. 
ed to have an Enemy more ſubtil than himſelf, mate 
amends valiantly with his own perſon, and after be 
ving ſlain a great many of his Enemies, fell dead a. 
mong't them with an infinite number of wounds he 
had received; that after the great defeat, a ml 
nu;nber of your men, having gained a place of reaſon- 
able {irons ſituation, capitulated with Spiramenes, 
aſter which that faithleſs fellow,contrary to his word 
Siven, putthem all tothe ſword. 

Here Antigonus ſpeaking to help Hermiont' 
weakneſs, We ſaw the bloody marks (f:id he) of 
what you ſuccinctly related, within a few dayesaktr, 
where we found all the 17icedonians, and their wl- 
ant Commander AZeneder:zs, (who had been out 
irtend and companion) full of honourable wounds; 
and the King who view'd the place of that defeat 
perſon,after having given ſome tears to their deplor 
cd end, and loudly ſworn to revenge it, cavs'd tombs 
to be rais'd for them, and funeral honours to be pet 
form'd with great magnificence. 

After that defeat (continued FHermio:e ) Spitant: 
acsreturn'd to Afaracenda, but would not fray fot 
Alexander there, knowing himſelf to be but weak 
in that Countrey, where he had little credit and Av 
thority ; wherefore having given order that the 
Troops which he had left behind ſhould follow hm, 
he march'd toward ZBai7rir, which Cafenes and it 
had cauſed to revolt, and where he knew he ſhould 
find a retreat, with Men and Towns at his devotil 
In the mean time he carried me along like a Captivs 
though he was carcful enough of my :perſon, a0 
that ſometimes by flatteries, and ſometimes bf 
threats he endeavourcd to alter my inclinations, bil 
they were {till frm, and intcad of mollifying meto 
waros him, I was every day folicited by the aMicted 
Theano, to take the revenge I had promiſed her, ti 
deſire whereof was too deeply ingraven in my hem 
to itand in need of any ſolicitation. This thought, 
and that of Alrx2nder, took up my memory perpe 
tually, and whatſover ſhould become of me aff 
the defeat of Spir+9ees, 1 begg'd nothing of tie 
gods but the arrival of his Enemies ; I blam 
their ſlowneſs every day, and complained agam Alex- 
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being ſo careleſs 11 revenging the injuries 
done to him, and conſidering that he had 
ers enough in hand, which were ſufhcient 
Wt retard him. We wandred a long time up and 
EE down 34714, where Spitamenes recruited his Ar- 
WE gy, and whenhe thoughthe was able to defend him- 
MW fitbe ay'd ar Nice, the beſt Town in all the coun- 
 trey, and encamped his forces about it. He had 

| not been there long,but he heard that Alex nacr was 

| coming with great marches towards him; that intelli- 
-nce did not much affright him, and not being wil- 

Ing to flye before him any longer, he reſolved to ex- 

pect him boldly, and bury himſelf in the ruins of 

| that City ; he caus'd the fortifications to be careful- 

| lyrepaired, furniſh'd the place with Arms and Victu- 

| a&,made Forts,and drew a goo] line round his Camp, 

| forgetting no part of an expert Commander. This 

| news joy'd m2 very much, and Spiramenes, in whom 

| jealouſie already was very powerful, finding the 

| narksof it in my face, reproached me with it every 

| ky. Thou knowelt not what thou rejoycelt at 
(would he fay to me ſometimesYfor if thou forcſawelſt 

| thydeſtiny,thou wouldit curſe the very approach of 

| Hxand:r, He often threatned me on this manner, 

| nd then within a while coming to himſelf again, and 

| letting himſelf be overcome by ſome remainders of 

Þ paſſion, he would begin to flatter me, and changing 
* hisvoice and countenance, #7ermone (would he ſay) 

| our injuries are equal, let us forget them equally ; 
do not thou any more remember that I kill d Cra- 

| dates, and | will never more think of thy being in 

| bve with Alexander. Sometimes I deigned not ſo 

| muchas to anſwer him,otherwhile I replycd ſo ſharp- 

| ly that he would fall into a rage,and to his furious hu- 
mour, In the interim, the time ſo much defired by 

| Hermione came at laſt, and we ſaw thoſe Arms ap- 

| pear, that were victorious over the bctter part of the 

world, 

| Fierce Spiramenes reſolving to go forth with ſome 
of his Cavalry to meet the foremoit Troops, came 

| to my Chamber compleatlykarm'd, and rowling 

| his eyes, which breath'd nothing but blood and 

| ſlaughter, Hermione (ſaid he) Tam going tomake 

| theeſport,and perhaps thon wilt know to day, whe- 

| ther[can defend my ſelf both againit my forreign,and 

| domeſtick enemies; Arm thy prayers in favour of 

{ them thou loveſt beſt, and ifthou wilt, behold from 

| thetop of our walls the ſacrifice I prepare for thee. 
He went out of my Chamber with theſe words, and 

| Twasnot at all unwilling to grant what he demanded. 

| Our houſe ſtood upon the $kirts of the Town, and 
from the higheſt -windowes one might diſcover the 
neighbouring fields, as far as the ſight was able to 

| reach; Spitamenes had no ſooner left me, but 1 
went up with Thearo, ard caſting my eyes upon the 
plain I faw my cruelGaoler go forth at the head of his 

men, and march in good order towards his enemies. 

Go perfidious man (ſaid I ſeeing him ride on)go.find 

|. 1t00 glorious funeral under the Arms of my gallant 
Conquerour, and make him bluſh at ſo ſhameful a 
Vitory ; thy deſtiny will be too noble if thou falleſt 

N this occaſion, and even thy very death will work 
aenvy in Hermione, He was not yet far oft, when 

| Theano made me obſerve the duſt which roſe under 
Your horſes feet, and within a while after,I diſcern'd 
theſhining of your Arms ! yet were you at ſo great 

| 2difance, that we could ſee you but very confuſed- 
ly. _ Atthat ſight I felt a beating at my heart, which 
(ltined the inward alterations of my ſoul, and ccle- 
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brating your approaches with ſighis, O Theano(cried 
I) ſce yonder is he we have ſo much deſired ; that 
Maſter of my heart,and that adored object of all my 
prayers, and of all my thoughts ; without doubt he is 
at the head of thoſe Troops which we begin to per- 
ceive, there it is he is moſt commonly found, and 
there it is that by his preſence he conſtantly leads on 
victory; ſee how the Sun, to add luſtre to his tri- 
umphant Arms, is more beautiful and ſparkling ts 
day, than ordinary; all things contribute to his glory 
and advantage, & Fortune her ſelf,ih whom common 
perſons find nothing but inconſtancy, hath chang'd 
her nature in favour of him, and hath yielded her ſelf 
a ſlave unto his vertue. In the mean time I faw 
Spztamencs draw up toward you, and within a while 
after the dult roſe thicker than before, and the sky 
was ſo obſcured, that we loſt fight of both parties; 
Then we were confident they were fighting with the 
Macedonians, and then we molt ardently redoubled 
our prayers and wiſhes, Within an hour we found 
that darkneſs to draw nearer to us, and afterwards 
when we could more eaſily diſtinguiſh objects, we 
ſaw Sp:ramenes flie full ſpeed with his men toward 

the City, and the Afacedonians at their heels eager- 
ly proſecuting their victory. That fight begot an 
unperfect joy in me, as ſoon as the wicked fellow 
was near enough to be known, and though his ſhame 

gave me ſome contentment, 1 could much more ear-. 
neſtly have wiſh'd, that ſome Macedonian Javelin 
mie ht have ſtopt his flight,and that he had lyen gnaw- 
ing the earth, upon which he had left a good many 
of his companions. Look there (ſaid I Theano ſee. 
ing him enter the Gates) bchold the valiant man that 
prepared me ſuch bloudy facrifices! Oh how pleaſing 
would this ſacrifice have beento me, if he had been 
the Victim ! In this interim he was retired into the 
the Town with ſome of his men,and the Macedonians 
(who but for that obſtacle would have forcedtheir en- 
trance)at their coming up were {topt by theirEnemies 
entrenchments. That hinderance kept them in the 
plain, judging that thoſe out-works could not ſo eafily 
be taken, and in the mean time all their Forces arri- 
ved, and the Commande: s diſpoſed the order of their 
encamping. In that employment my eyeſtill ſought 
for Alexander, and me-thought I knew him by the 
brightneſs of his Arms, by the number of Macede- 
nians that followed him, and by his performing the 

Office of General; | ſaw white Feathers wave up- 
on his Cask, whoſe ſhining. oppoſed to the Sun-beams 
could not but dazle the eyes of thoſe about him; I 
ſaw him come througha cloud of Arrows to the very 
edge of the Works, where I am confident he froze a 
thouſand hearts, and by his preſence ſtruck a terror 
into thouſands of men, whom the depth of their 
moats were not able to defend avainſt ſodreadful an 
enemy. ' O gods! how did that ſight renew my 
wound, and howgraccful did I think him in that en- 
counter, thouch the diſtance was alittle too great to 
make any particular obſervations ; I ſigh'd,I trem- 


| bled, I changed colour a hundred times in a moment, 


and by all my actions I let Theano fee that I was no 
more my ſe'f; Ah! mother (faid 1) "tis he without 
doubt, and though he were not to be known by ſo 
many marks, my hearts ſhews me him better than 
my eyes, that ſlave toan Iliuiirious Maſter inſtantly 
felt his approaches, and by a miraculous inſtint 
found him out in the midit of ail his Troops. Do 
but conſider that divine preſence of the ſon of 7rp:- 
ter- Hammon, behold that Brow ( proud of fo 
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many Lavurels. ) which ke lifts up towards us with | 
ſuch a lovely fiercencſs, obſerve how he puts forth 
his right hand toward the Ramparts, and by that 
threatniag action ſends mortal terror into the ſoul 
of theſe revolted wretches : The brave Achilles ne- 
ver looked like him, when on the deck of the Grecian 
ſhips he by his preſence alone deprived the Trojans 
both of courage and of victory, and made them 
forſake the fire which already was devouring their 
Menof War. Ah ! my gallant Conqueror ( con- 
tinued I) thou art ignorant of part of thy victories, 
nor knowelſt thou that the advantages thou winnelt 
upon our out-works are much leſs entire, than thoſe 
thou haſt already got within our walls; I had no Ram- 
part able to defend me again(t thee, nay, I even yield- 
ed my ſelf to thee without putting thee to the trouble 
of a blow. Ah! would it pleaſe the gods theſe Gates 
were as open to thee as my heart is, and that without 
incurring any danger, thou wert as much maſter in 
this City as thou art in this Soul of mine. I brought 
forth theſe words with ſo much vehemence, and T he- 
anos eyes and mine accompanied my thoughts ſo fix- 
edly, that we perceiv'd not Sprramenes hisentring in- 
to the Chamber ; He had hearken'd to the [aſt words 
I ſpoke, and not being able (in that confirmation of 
my love, and inthe ill humor he was in for the loſs 
he had ſuſtain'd ) to retain the furious motions of his 
choler, he ran to me with his ſword drawn, and pre- 
paring himſelf to take away my life, Now it 13 ( cri- 
ed he ) O diſloyal woman, that thou ſhalt receive the 
reward of thy infidelity, and that thou ſhalt give that 
impure ſoul unto thy Alexander, which thou already 
haſt abandoned to him. I confeſs I was more ſur- 
' priſed at this accident than I can tell which way to 
repreſent; and though till then I had not much feared 
death, his preſence made it ſo ghaltly to me, that I 
was quite void of courage or-reply. Spiramenes 
catch'd hold of my hair with his left hand, and lifting 
vp his right wherein he held his ſword, was going to 
part my head from my ſhoulders, when he felt his 
arm laid hold on behind, he turned about furiouſly to- 
ward him that hindered the effecting of his reſolution, 
' and ſaw Timeccrates ſtanding by him, in whom of al} 
his Captains he had greatelt confidence ; W hat will 
you do Sir ? ſaid Timocrates. Let mealone( replied 
Spitamenes, more furious than before ) let me Kill 
this faithleſs woman before ſhe rejoyce in my utrer 
defeat, and in the ſhame ſhe prepares me. W ith thoſe 
words he got looſe from T :mocrates, and would in- 
fallibly have executed his deſfigne, if many others of 
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begg, and a change of the kind of her death. _ 


revenge would neither be handſome nor 

ſhould foul my hands in her impure blood SH 
I wil have her dic by hands that are dearer to Wig 
morrow I'le make a ſally upon the Enemies when 
ſhe ſhall march at the head of our party, and News 
the firſt ſtorm of their encounter ; ſhe ſhall eithe; * 
her Alexanders Tent herſelf, or fall under the __ 
of the Macedonians; and if ſhe give back, or t: 
fuſe to advance, this Sword ſhall ill be ready u 
exccute what you have deferr'd. Prepare thy ſelf 
for this kind of death ( purſed he turning town, 
me )and freely offer to Alexanders ſword that heart 
which thou haſt given kim ; Icannot do = 2 0h 
acceptable ſervice, than to deliver thee to thy Lover 
= I my ſelf will take care to conduct thee to hi 

ent. 

This was his Jaſt reſolution, and notwith@andi 
all the attempts of his friends to divert him on, 
'twas impoſſible for them to obtain any more of 
him. Beforc he went out of the Chamber, he put 
me into tize hands of the Eunuch Srrato, Captain of 
his Guards, a valiant man, whom he commanded 
upon pain of death to watch by me all night wit 
a hundred of his ſouldiers. Untill this part of my 
life, I had never ſhewed too much apprehenſion of 
death, but I mult confeſſe my weaknefle ( nor do 
think it ſhameful in a woman ) I was then extreamly 
affrighted at it, and formed ſo cruel and 1dea of it 
in my imagination, that I was not free from ſomedf 
thoſe thoughts which are uſual in perſous that are 
much in love with life. 

As ſoon as Spitamenes was gone Out, Strate 


command all my Women left me, and ſcarcely were 
they that had been deareſt to me, permitted to take 
their Icaves of me ; they by a weeping farewel made 
my griets more ſenſible, and my terrors greater; 
the face of all things became diſmal, and my lodg- 
ing look'd no longer as other than as the priſonof a 
criminal condemned to ſufter : Onely Theano con- 
tinved with me, becauſe ſhe was deſtined to the ſame 
puniſhment, and thar ſhe was to loſe a life with me, 
the better part whereof ſhe had already bequeathed 
to my ſervice. One of my molt ſenſible griefs way 
that1 ſhould die without ſeeing 4lerander, and with 
out letting him know at my death that I ſuffered it 
onely for his ſake, At leaſt ( ſaid I) if he had but 
any knowledge of the cauſe of my death, andifhe 


his friends had not come into the Chamber and oppo. 
ed his intentions, they altogether had enough to do 
todi{ſwade him, and he ſtill dragg'd me by the hair. 
who was nearer death than life, abating nothing of 
his obſtinacy for all their entreaties. 

Hermione in this part of her recital was interrupted 
by the paſſionate Demerrius,who cried out, © gods ! 
where were allthe Thanders at that time? orif you 
wanted Thunders,where was Demetrius ? The young 
Lover ſaid onely theſe few words with an enflamed 
look, and Hermione proſecuting her ſtory; The more 
carneſtly Spitamenes his friends ( continued ſhe ) 


might but one day learn with what conſtancy and 
firmneſfe I die his, I ſhould not be utterly unhap- 
PY; he would certainly ſheda great deal of blood 
for my revenge, and perchance ſome tears out of 
compaſſion, | 

O Alexander ! how glorious would my deſtiny 
beif Icould make thee ſhed but one, and if thou 
didft but ſay at the relation of this news, I lament 
the fortune of this poor woman. But alas, how 
different are our thoughts ? thou without doubt 
involveſt Spitameres his whole family in his pe- 
hdiouſmeſs, and wilt equally bear the ruine 


importuned him to ſpare me, the more inexorable 
did they find him ; But when they had long preſs'd 
and conjured him not to be ſo haſty ina bulineſſe 
which he might execute another way, I grant you 
( faid heat laſt ) ſome part of what you deſire, not 
the life of this falſe woman, who ſhall ſurely die 


thoſe that have betrai'd thee, and deſtruction of 
thoſe that have loved thee. I was buried in theſe 
thoughts, and preparing my ſelf with all the cot- 
ſtancy I had left for that death which I believed 
inevitable, when Srrato, whoſe Guards were at MY 
chamber dore, came toward me, and ſeeing he could 
not be over-heard by any body but Theans, who was 


for the expiation of her crimes, but the delay you 
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brought me to my chamber, where preſently all 
objects appeared fatal to me; by Sprranencs his. 
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| not ſuſpected, Madam, ( ſaid he ) you may ſave ceit, and ſo having freed himſelf of thoſe that might 


ur ſelves, but you muſt have courage to undertakg | hurt us, he came into my Chamber to me, accom- 
daring enterpriſe, I hadever obſeru'd ſome good- | panied with them that were to afſiſt us in that De- 
willin that man toward me, and [ then called to mind ſign. Itrembled from head to foot when I ſaw him 
that be had received Jon _ from — | cnter, and felt ſo great a repugnance againſt that en- 
a any i piicn Tight have had tins | ful hoon, 1 ould ateep Fee RT. 
«irced me of 2 at ful Theano oula never have reſolved upon it. 
no ſo to ſound me, and therefore 1 replyed, ' Madam, Claid he) now zt #5 that your e——_—_ need- 
0h! Strato, rhere 1s — ogy ve - M0 | ful, _ _ you muſt _—_— lay hold of an ofCa- 
hr ns obele Fon; <you maid then | rape, 061 nes fs 
ra 7 . . My Courage 
of Hun (faid Strato) I ſee noother _ open | me 1n this Execution, pray let s ſeek fans bi non 
t your ſafety, and by that, you may both ſave” | zo ger oxr of Spitamenes his hands, If you hadlon- 
wE life and dc the revenge you haveto muchde- | ver time On ono Strato ) perhaps PE oak proud 
tired. I was ſurpriſed at that ogy fas | be thought on, but you have only the remainder of this 
though, ger ry - to wy yer un Ow | mighty all = _ are gitaraed, and the Walls fo 
rucken w | , 
EE EE een | ee 
hatred ſoever I bore him, I did not naturally love | cealed, provided Tbeat the bead of my Guards, Pl” 
Ste an Free mn er 
my ſe 1. ( it enonughamong thoſe that watch at the Ports, t 
- in this confuſion was troubled at it, and comming | perſwade —_— pr. ao nothing without Order ow 
towards me with ſomething a furious action, 1har, | Spitamenes; but loſe no rime, 1 be ſeech you, if you 
Madam, ( any: ga ) $: Hip conſ1 9 ſt NA wn let the nig = {lip away, there 1s no more bope of fafery 
thi 4 pq - : - 5 4 _ —_ br. _ 4 for ac A tres m_— and — T he- 
'0 / , | 7s , i ang d 1 
ny A ey acl pur Fs F ? Ab! "Lackey and mor ow of niy- Chon 'by Torch-light, ke 
( replied 1 ) 1 - no leſs - Enemy , Spitamencs, | lead me pale and trembling toward Spiramenes his 
than 1 have ever been, ana I could wiſh he were out | Lodging, O gods! how troubled were my thoughts 
of __ jo I gr _— ' any es _ at _ _ and _ how -_ __ mind 
beus the Muraerer of my Father, ana of wy BYo- | was diltracted, between the delire of Revenge, 
thers, yet he 1s my Hwband, and 1 cannot reſoive | and that of my ſafety ? I had ſtrong ions 6 
to imbrue my hands in his _ — _— prtan gg _ | _—_— not _— to conſider with 
ing oreat violence upon my ſelf. Ah: Madam(an- | pity, the misfortune. of a man betrayed by his own 
rored Theano) drive away theſe Chimeraes from veople, ard even upon the point of arr Ars cru- 
jour mind, aud fear no remorſe for aconragioun and | elly for the injuries he had done me.1 told Srraro of- 
avirtuous Attion ; you owe ths Revenge to your | ten,that ſince he bore me ſo much good will, he might 
Father, _ to A ETISS os ar _ h C— — _ = _ _ at 
even to me Alſo, Who Pave fJacriNaica my onty [07 Unto at DIC PECTAacie -* DUT Ne rexmued To SO one itep 
your imwreſts, aud who yet bear in wy heart every | without me, and having brought me through a Gal- 
drop of that blood which he ſhed for you, and more- | lery to an outward Room, where a Groom of his 
over remember, that if you do it not, you wiſt dye | Chamber lay alone, he knocked ſoftly at the Door. 
tomorrow, and dye as an infamous Woman, and as | The Fellow being got up, and having asked his 
aan at the head of _ Armies, Thearno m_— _— the Door, _— inſtantly muf- 
destheſe, uſed ſo many other Arguments to me, | fling a Cloak about his Head, ſtabbed him twice or 
and did fo aggravate the Cauſes I had to free my ſelf thrice with a Dagger, and made him fall dead at his 
ofthat barbarous man, that in the end I conſented to | feet, without being able to cry or ſtir ; from thence 
all ſhe defired, and asking Srrato what order we | we went into the next Chamber, where Spiramenes 


| ſhould take in the buſineſs, he inſtructed vs in the | lay faſt afleep. I was ſo beſides my ſelf that I was 


manner, you ſhall hear by the continuation of this | hardly able to ſtand, calling in vain upon my anger 
Diſcourſe, to ſtrengthen me ; the firlt thing Szraro did was to 

As ſoon as Spriramenes was retired to take that | ſeize upon Spetameres his ſword, but by the noiſe 
ret in his bed, which he was capableof in that condi- | we made he waken'd, yet was ſo extreamly ſurpri- 
tion of his affairs, Srraro, who commanded all his | ſed, that he had not the confidence to cry out, nei- 
Guards, went to thoſe that were wont to watch a- | ther did they give him time, for covering his Head 
bout his Perſon, and having an abſolute credit and | preſently, as they had done his Servants, they took 
athority with them, he told them that Spiramenes | away his life with a great number of Wounds. Thou 

commanded him to ſend them to another part of | diedſt, O Spitamenes, and thou diedt a Death 
theTown, about a buſineſs which he invented, and | which indeed thou hadit well deſerved, but I confeſs 
giving them charge to go thither preſently, and to | I was exceeding cruel in having given my conſent un- 
eipect his Orders there, he feigned that in their | to that Action, and that as wicked asthou wert, I 
exd he would put ſome of thoſe ſovldiers which had | oughtrather to have ſubmitted my ſelf tothe puniſh- 
mein their cuſtody; they obeyed him without Re- | ment thou intendedit me,and to have forgot the loſs 
ply, and left Spiramenes his Quarter deftitute of any | of all my friends, than to have diſhonoured my Sex- 

y that could defend him ; within a while after he | by a Cruelty of that nature. I had withdrawn my 
turned to them that guarded me, and reſerving to ſelf into a corner of the Chamber, and turned away 
himſelf only four or five of whomhe was aſſured, and | mine eyes from that horrible fight, bur ſo did not 
whom he hai in part communicated his Defign, | Theano, and he was no ſooner dead, but ſhe took 


beſent the rei to ſome other place by the ſame de- | Seraro's ſword, and witi the: help of the uy 
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ſhe cut off his Head, which ſhe took by the hair, in 
the ſame manner as ſhe had ſeen him hold her ſonsnot 
long before, and having look'd upon it a while, ſhe 


put into his night-bag, and wou'd needs carry it a- 
way with her, for a Deſign which ſhe ſaid ſhe had 


to my advantage. Aﬀter this bloody Execution, 
Strato drew the Curtains about the Bed, and going 
out of the Chamber, made falt the Doors, and ſo 
we retired through the Gallery to my Lodging. T he- 
ano was of opinion that 1 had all the reafon inthe 
world to be contented ; but I was not of her mind, 
and felt ſuch a remorſe for that Action, to which I 
had conſented, that it took away all the ſatisfaction 
I might have had by my Revenge, and by the pro- 
curing of my own ſafety: My trouble and confuſion 
was ſogreat, that they could not get me to ſpeak 
one word ; I was deaf to all that Srrato and the joy'd 
Theano ſaid to me, and the only conſolation with 
which ſhe could touch me, was, that I ſhould make 
my ſelf conſiderable to Alexander by the ſervicel 
had done him, and that I could not any way addreſs 
my ſelf to him with more advantage, than by carry- 
ing him the end of the War, and the keys of all 
Batria, with the head of his enemy. I confeſs, 
. my" Lords, with ſhame, that I was ſenſible of 
this Diſcourſe, and that this hope diſſipated ſome 
part of my frights and tronbles. Srrato gave order 
to two of thoſe who had afliited him, that all their 
fellow ſouldiers ſhould be in Arms before day atthe 
Gate of our Houſe; and to another he gave charge 
to havea Chariot and good Horſes in a readineſs. 
Theano and he ſpent the reſt of the night in preparing 
for our departure, and I in bethinking my ſelf what 
ſhould ſay to Alexander. 1was fearful of that acti- 
on, as of the other, at which I had been newly pre- 
ſent, nor was I leſs apprehenſive to appear before 
that great man, than if I had been once again to have 
_ undertaken ſomething againſt the life of Spiramenes, 
I trembled for the fucccſs of that Enterpriſe, ard 1 
began'to fear ſome part of what Sp:ramenes had fore- 
told me, Inthe mean time day appeared, and we 
no ſooner perceived it, but we went down to the 
Gate, where the Chariot, and the Guards waited 
for us. 

As ſoon as they ſaw me, they were all moved with 
compaſſion, and Srraro diſſembling before them, got 
up into the Chariot with Theano and me, and after 
him, thoſe men in whom he truſted. All the ſoul- 
dicrs, and all the inhabitants, who ſaw me paſs 
through the ſtreet followed by ſo ſtrong a Guard, 
and who had heard ſpeak of Sp:iramenes his cruel re- 
ſolution againſt me, .beheld me with pity, and when 
we were come to the Gates of the City, Srrato tel- 
ling the Captain of the Watch, thathe had ordcr 
from Spitamenes to carry me out of the Town, they 
were opened to us without any difficulty. We paſ- 
ſedin the ſame manner through our Camp, and be- 
ing come to the Trenches, Srrato commanded the 
Guards to return into the City, and cauſed the 
Horſes to be laſhed on with ſpeed; we went towards 
Alexanders Tents without other Convoy , ſave 
thoſe that were with us in the Chariot. 

At the firſt Corps de Garde we came to, I deſired 
we might be brought to the King,to whom we were 
going to make Propoſitions of Peace. Thoſe that 


commanded, took care to do ſo, and having learn- 
cd of them that were with me, that I was Sprramenes 
his Wife, that Rumour ran from one to another 
through the whole Camp, and was already come to | 
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Alexanders car, before we came near to his Tenty 
Ah! my Lords, how great were the diſturbances of 
my mind at that time, and with what inward trouble 
did I prepare my ſelf for that ſo much defired, wy 
at the ſame inſtant ſo much dreaded ſight ? fear wy 
joy divided my thoughts equally between them, wy 
when fancied to my ſelf that I was going to ſeeths 
only object of my aftections, Ialſo call'd to ming thy 
I was going to appear before my Maſter, and befor 
a Maſter who abhorr'd thoſe Actions, whereof mire 
had the outward appearance. Iwas no ſooner cone 
tothe royal Tents, and alighted out of my Charig 
but Leonarzs came forth to mett me, and asKing i, 
ifI were not Spiramenes's Wife,gave me to under. 
ſtand, that they had already notice of my comj 
After I had told him that I was ſhe, he took mely 
the hand, and led me to the Kings Chamber, he. 
tween two long Rows of ſouldiers. Ihad no ſooner 
caſt my eyes upon him, but my paſſions were vio. 
lently waken'd, and my love making me bold, groye 
away part of my fears and weakneſſes, He was. 
tended by a great number of Princes, and perh 
my Lords, by ſome of you, which makes mehe. 
lieve I ſhall tell you no new thing, and that this Re. 
cital will be tedious to thoſe wito are not LNacquaint. 
ed with this Adventure. 

Ptolomers anſwering to this part of her Diſcourſe 


It ts true, Madam, ( ſaid he) 1 was then at Coun, 
and preſent at your coming to the King ; your beauty 


raviſh'd all the beholders, and we bepan to flock abut 
you with adrciration,when Alexander being willing to 


. geve you a more particular audience, commended u 


to retire , we heard not what you ſaid to ham, and 
ſome of theſe that hearken to you, have never heard 
ſpeak of this Adventure. 

I well tell you then ( continued Hermione) that | 
drew a good Omen from that courteous particular 
audience it plcaſed the King to afford me, and ſee- 
ing I had all the liberty to entertain him, that [ could 
have wiſh'd, I forc'd my ſelf to recover a little cou: 
rage. Before I ſpoke to the King, Icaſt myſelf a 
his feet, tut he rais'd me up very civilly, and with 
gentle words,prayed me to tell the cauſe of my con- 
ing to him. I ſawwell that he had utterly forgotten my 
face, and that he did not ſo much as know that] was 
Cradares's Davghter, but his kind Reception hav: 
ing perfectly re-aſſured me; Sir, ( ſaid 1) behold 
your ſlave, who comes to lay her life and fortuneat 
your fect. This is not the firft day Iam ſubjefto 
your Empire,and I make it my glory,that I have bin 
yours ever ſince I was capable of underitanding;sp- 
tawenes his tyranny has not been able to diſ-engage 
my affections from that ſublime pitch to which Ihad 
raiſed them, and thoughlI was his by the violenceol 
my Friends, I was always Great Alexanders, beth 
by a juſt knowledge, and by a moſt powerful incl: 


\ nation, and to ſay truth, that noble prepoſſcſhon 


my heart, made the Vices of Spiramencs inſuppor- 
table to me, and that difference of our marner5 
cauſed an incompatibility between us, which leftus 
no other thoughts ſave thoſe of deſtroying one ant 


' ther. Spitamenes is atlaſt ſacrifized to your juſtil- | 
dignation, and your Captive was unwilling to cone | 


before you, without a conſiderable Preſent. W ih 
that of her prayers, and homages, ſhe brings y9 
ViQory, ſhe preſents all Ba&ria to you, and wit 
it the Head of faithleſs Spiramenes, At theſe words 


Theano drew it out of the Pagg, and preſented 


to the King all bloudy, and ghaſtly, He lent med 
favout- 
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able attention till that part of my Diſcourſe, 
tut he had no ſooner heard thoſe laſt words, and 
ren the cruell Preſent I offered him, when of a ſud- 

Jn heturned away his eyes from me, and from Spi- 
.qmenes bis Head, and flying'away to the other end 
of the Room, teifiei by all his Actions, that he 
ould not endure the fight of me without horcour. 
What ( ſaid he ) are you Spir4mencs his Wife, and 
2 you bring me Spitameiies his Head ? He ſpoke 
che words twice or thrice over, without ever looking 
tojard MC, and ſtruck me into a itrange confuſion 
jy that cruel revolution of my fortune. : 

[ſtrove nevertheleſs to reſettie my ſelf, and was 
rreparing tO tell him the Cauſcs I had to hate $ pita- 
wits, by which periaps I might have juitted my 
lf tohim ; but he would not give me the leiſure, 
and turning at lat toward me with a furious 100K, 
Go, ( faid he) get thee gone thou wicked and de- 
tetable Woman, and pollute not Alexarders ears 
vitithe Relation of thy Paricides-; I have till now 
dſended my ſelf from any ſuch ſhame as this thou 
wouldlt fix upon my Reputation, and I have con- 
quered my Enemies by open War, without dc- 
froying them by the treachery of their Wives; car- 
ry thy horrible affeions other where, and hope 
not to find Monſters among{[t us, that will approve of 
ty Diſloyalties; 'tis only in confideration of thy 
fex that I ſpare thy life ; but lead it ſo far from me, 
thatthe glory of mine may never be troubled by thy 
dtetable remembrance. W hen he had ended thefe 
words, which were to me like Thunder, or ſfome- 
thing yet more dreadful, he commanded me to be put 
out ofhis Tent, and carried out of the Camp, with- 
out ſuſferins me to itay there any longer, Leonatrs 
executed his Command, and making me get up 1- 
min into my Chariot, caufed me to be conducted out 
ofthe Macedoniin Trenches. Judge ( my Lords ) 
ofthe condition I was in, at this utmolt of my misfor- 
tunes, and ſupply ry weakneſs, which will not ſuf- 
ferme to expreſs it; then it was that I ſaw my felf 
aſtheadlons into the great2it of all my difaiters, and 
thtifell into my extreme tdſpur. Tiltnen, though 
Ihad lived miſe: .ble. I had yet liv'd innocent, and 
though my life had been perſecuted, 1 had at leaft 
preferv'd ty hands, and my conſcience clean ; but 
then I ſaw them defiled by the murther of my hus- 
band, and my ſhame divu'ged among{t thoſe p: rfons, 
from whom ! ought mott carefully to have conceal'd 
t, Thad diſhonohred my felt by a crime, which not- 
withtandins the excuie2 it might have, was {tth ex- 
ceeding great, bot!, before the gods, and before men, 
ud I ſaw my {elf ignominiouſly driven away from 
bm, in ſavour of whom I had committed it, and in 
vhomT had grounded all my hopes. I was, without 
ay retreat or ſupport, in tie hands of a few men, in 
wiom, by reaſon of the freſh proof they had given 
meof their infidelity toward their maſter, 1 was no 
Wyinduced to h:ve any confidence. 

Theſe confiderations were fo bitter to me, that the 
were 'tke proſently to have puta period tomy. life, 
ad but for the hinderance of $trato and Theano, I 
cut off the courſe of my miſeries with my own 
hand, T caus'd my fel tobe nclped out of the Cha- 
mt, when we were got a little from the Camp, and 
alting my {elf upon the ground, I ſaid words, and 
ddattions which could not proceed from other than 
ul given over to deſpair ; my remorſe began to 
Xompany my love, and they both join'd toge- 
tter to make a pittyleſs War againſt me, Then] 


favour 
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remembred Spitamenes his predictions , and the 
knowledge he had given me of Alexazder's hu- 


| mour. All that was terrible in his death came then be. 


' fore my eyes, and though I could not bewail him, 
| yet could I not comfort my ſelf, becauſe 1 had been 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


acceſlary to the taking away of his life. 

Anh! Spitamencs ( cricd I ) thou hadit deſery'd 
death by thy crimes, but thou oughtelit to have re- 
cerved 1t from the jultice of the gods, and not from 
the cruelty of thy wife, and ſhe ought to have ſuffer'd 
that which thou intendedit her, rather than letany 
thing be attempted againft the life of her husband ; 
but complain not of thy deftiny, 1 ſhall not make 
ſport of it with that Lover, concerning whom thou 
didit ſo juttly reproach me, and mine will be ſo miſe- 
rable, that even in Hell it ſelf thou wilt not cnvy 
it; that beauty wherein thou ſometimes foundeit 
charms, able to ſoften thy Barbarous humour. found 
nothing from thy proud rival but diſdain and ſcorn ; 

e whem thou betrayed, takes care thou ſhouldit 
be revenged, and fo thou art much more ſevcrly 


; for thy dcath, than I am for the death of Crada- 


72s. 

Aiter this diſcuurſe, Alexrarders cruel words 
came into. my remembrance, and Iin them found 
ſo many cauſes to ſeek for death, that Theano and 
Strato, never could divert me from that reſolution ; 


| my-paſlion nevertheleſs was fo full of reſpect, that 1 


ſpake not one word, nor had ſo much as a thought 
of reſentment againit him, and though I knew it 
with gricft, I believed it was with juitice that he 
tought none but monſters would approve of my 
horrible affection. At the importunity of thoſe that 
were with me, I cot up again into the Chariot, and 
they refolved to go towarda Town, in which a near 
Kinſman of my Fathers did {till command ; I fuffer'd 
my cli to be guided by their will, having no other 
thought, ſave that of deploring my miſerable for- 
tine. Our horſes travailed at a good rate, but it 
pleaſed the cods that in the cvening we were met, 
and taken by ſome of Catezcs his Scouts, Cater 
1e5s was Spitamenes his neareit friend, and the com- 
panion of his revolt ; Z/auſteres and he had an 
Army within two dayes march of Spitamenes, 
from whence they made excurſions upon Alexarn- 
ders Camp. Strato and Theano knowing into what 
hands we were fal'en, beg1h to tremble, and make 
| :rge offers for our liberty, but 'twas impoſſible for 
them to obtain it, and having been carefully kept 
that nicht, we were brought before Catcnes the 
next evenings; my face was not unknown to him, 
and ib | had then had any remainder of defire to live, 
I ſhould have had cauſe enough to fall into mortal ap- 
prehenſions. 

When 1 was preſented to him, he had newly 
heard of hisfriends death, and ſcarce had he begun 
to lament it, when he ſaw his murtherers delivered 
into his power, He was not a little joy'd at that 
encounter, and reſolved to make vsend our lives m 
torments, I was indiflerent to all that could happen 
tome, but Srraro would needs prevent the puniſh- 
ments which he was deitinec, and ſeeing his hands at 
liberty, he ſeized upon the ſword ot one of thoſe 
that brought us, and itrixing i© upto the hilts in his 
own breaſt, fell preſently dead at Carenes his feer, 
By this ſpeedy vengeance for Spiramenes his death, 
I ſaw that tlic ods cannot approve of treache- 
ries, of what nature ſocver they be, and that infidelity 
even to the wicked'tt men, 1s5nzycr pardonable, but 

] aiſo 
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] alſo found new occaſions in it to deteſt this life, for 

which I had ſeen ſo much blood unfortunately ſpilt. 
Carenes commanded that Srraro's companions ſhould 
be flea'd alive, and he was ready to have pronoun- 
ced ſome cruel ſentence againſt me, when looking 
undauntedly upon him, Revenge the death of thy 
friend,(ſaid I) Carenes, as I have reveng'd the deaths 
of my father, andof my brothers, Carenes found 
ſomething in theſe words that expreſſed a courage, 
and in my face ſaw ſomething of beauty that check'd 
his indignation, wherefore he was ſatisfied with ma- 
king me be ſtrictly guarded, and for my ſake Thea- 
20 received the fame favour, Within ſome few days 
after he talk'd to me of love, and told me he would 
marry me, but he found me ſo little p'yant to that 
propoſition, that he deſpaired of effecting it by gen- 
tle means; he caus*'d meto be well enough attended 
by ſome women he put about me,” andin that man- 
ner of life I continued above three months, without 
being able to withdraw my thoughts from Alexan- 
der, hardly for a moment. 

That tyrannical paſſion w2s ſo deeply rooted in 
my heart, that it le't no care nor no remembrance in 
it of my other miſeries, and being become indiffe- 
rent, or inſenſible of all other things, I paſſed three 
or four months in Catenes his power, as a perſon 
that knew not what condition ſhe was in. Catezes 
in the mean while began to preſs me, and to threaten 
me with the power he had over me; but one day 
when he mentioned the violence he could uſe to me, 
Do, revenge thy friend if thou wilt (ſaid I )but learn 
by his example not to defire the alliance of Herm:- 
one, Theſe words cooled him for a few days, but 1 
think at laſt he would have come to extremities had 
he not been prevented by his deſtiny. You know 
that Alexander ſent a flying Camp againit Hauſte- 
7:5 and him, under the command of Craterzs and 
Lyſimachw, and that inthe Battel which was given, 
Hauſtenes was taken, and Catenes flain by Lyſima- 
chus. 

At this diſcourſe all the company calt their eyes 
upon Lyſirachus, whoſe modeſty made him bluſh ; 
but they would not interrupt Zermion's ſtory, which 
ſhe continued on this manner, 

I tell yon the laſt accidents of my life ſuccinctly, 
becauſe the recital of them affords little matter of 
diverſion, and that the waſting of my ſtrength will 
not ſuffer me to enlarge my ſelf further in thisnarra- 
tion! You ſhall know therefore, that after Catexes's 
death, my condition was altered, and that Crarcr#s 
having had a command from Alexander to bring all 
the priſoners before him, ſorrowful Hermione was 
one ' of that number. Alas! with what ſuddain 
tranſports did I receive that occalion of ſeeing my 
pitileſs Maſter once again, and of juſtifying my ſelf 
before him touching ſome part of my crime, Per- 
haps (faid I) tke gods may have mollified his heart, 
and that the knowledge of thoſe provocations I re- 
ceived from Spiramenes may have abated ſoine of 
his cruelty toward me: Heaven does not alwayes 
look upon us with anger, and perchance Hermione 
ſhall not be the onely perſon of the world, whoſe 
fortune is ſubject to no revolutions. In this hope I 
was carried along with the priſoners, and we were 
preſented to Alexander juſt at the time when he was 
going into the /7dies, I did not much obſerve hisu- 


ſage of thereſt, but caſting my ſelf at his feet, and 
looking upon him with eyes drowned in tears, Sir, 
(faid I) either hear me, or command me to be put 
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todeath, The King having looked earneſtly y 
me, thought he knew me, yet deſiring tO be cen; 
edof the truth, Is not this Spitamenes's wiſe d fi 
he to thoſe that were about him ; who havino a 
firmed his belief, Give her liberty (ſaid he)ang wy 
her away, for fear her converſation teach the 144, 
donians crimes whichare yet unknown to them. s 
This was all the ſatisfaction I received by my lg 
ſight of Alexander, and was fo dejected at thate. 
ternal continuation of my miſeries, that I uted 
lolt all hope and courage, Ah! cruel, (cried[y 
Alexander, who had turned his back and was 
away) ſtay but one minute, and at leaſt behold the 
death thou giveſt me ; though I was thine enemies 
wife, I never was thine enemy, all my friends hae 
loſt their lives for thy ſervice, and all the offencethy 


I have done thee, is, that I freed the world of ty 


molt treacherous, moſt implacable enemy. Ifthoy 
wilt fly from me with ſo much inhumanity, fly from 
my heart which thou tyrannically haſt uſurped, a 
re{tore me the liberty thou haſt rob'd me of, andng 
that which thou offereſtme. My crimes are notin 
fectious as thou believelt, and if the 1acedonian 
learn any thing by my example, it ſhall beto prefer 
death before an unfortunate life, and it ſhall hety 
love thee a thouſand times more than their lives, 
nay, to love nothing in the-world more than Ale. 
ander, As I made an end of theſe words, which 
were heard by no body that regarded them, Ifellin 
a ſwound in Theazo's Arms, and they that werepre. 
ſent at what I ſaid believed without doubt thatl was 
out of my wits, hearing me ſpeak ſuch ſtrange things, 
and with fo little diſcretion. 

We were near unto a city called Edef/a, vponthe 
bank of the River Canzes, whither Theano, ſeeing 
me very ill, found means to have me carried, and 
got me lodg'd conveniently ; there I was takenwith 
a violent Feaver, and fell into a dangerous ficknele, 
while Alexander ſet forward toward the Indies. 
Theano 1n her cloaths had quilted up ſome Jewelsof 
reaſonable good value, which I had put into her 
hands when we came from Nicea, and which by 
good fortunc, or for fear of their Commanders 
Catenes his fouldiers had not taken from us; with 
them ſhe at that time, and afterwards , procured 
mony enough to ſupply our neceſſities, andduring 
the whole courſe of my ſickneſs, ſhe looked to me 
with ſo careful and tender an afftetion, and cxprel 
ſed ſo great adefire of my recovery, that her coil: 
deration alone kept me from aſſiſting my diſeaſe 
and made me take thoſe remedies that were givenme 
to regain my health. I ſay, her earneſt entreaties, 
accompanied with her tears, which in regard of my 
obligations to her I cou'd not reſiſt, hindred me from 
contributing to my death, and when I thought m) 
ſickneſs would ſave me that labour, I found great 
confolations in that belicf, Now I ſhall dye (faidl) 
and by that welcome remedy ſhall free my ſelf from 
Alexanders Tyranny : that cruel man, who deſpis 
and tramplcs me under this foot, ſhall no longet 
have any power over me, and death will deliver me 
now from his inhumanitics ; yet will I return into the 
world to viſit him again, and my Ghoſt, driven by? 
juſt defire of revenge, ſhall follow him continually, 
to ſting him with remorſe, ard vex him with ie 
proaches, Theſe were my hopes while I lay ck, 


but at laſt Ibeganto mend. and was not a little tro: 


Lled at my recovery. WhenlT was well agalf, 


frequented a ſociety of women in that City, who n 
ve 


ned. 
ſelf 
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d in the world, and had dedicated them- 
elyesto the ſervice of the goddeſs Cibele ; I found fo 


yed ſeparate 


much ſweetneſs in their converſation, and ſo much in- 
nocence in their life, that I thought among them I 
might-find ſome quietneſs of mind, and ſome truce 
rom the perſecutions I received both from my love, 
ind from iy conſcience, which did every where tor- 
ment me with a cruel war. With this hope I put my 
@ifamongit them, and Theano with me, taking their 
abit, and embracing their manner of life; and truly 
| was not utterly deceiv'd in my expectation, their 
pleaſing company diverted part of my ſorrows, and 
| received viſible favours from the goddeſs whom 1 
eryd; Iremained there a whole year, not without 
difquicts, NOT without love, but yet with ſome ex- 
adinary firmneſs of mind, which made me refi/t my 
Mictions more couragiouſly than in former times. 
[enjoyed thislittle tranquillity til] the news came to 
us, that Alexander, victorious over the [nd:es, was 
returned to $uſa, where from all parts of the world 
he received homages, not much ſhort of adoration. 
Thisnews, through the anger of the gods, which my 
cime had itirred up againit me with an irreconcilable 
hatred, waken'd thoſe paſſions with more cruelty than 
ever, which before were ina kind of ſlumber; I in 
that long abſence had ſupported my misfortunes 
more patiently, but at this return, my hopes retur- 
ned alſo as ridiculous as before ; and to fortifie my 
felfin them the more, I called to memory the exam- 
plesof all thoſe, who by long perſeverance had at laſt 
conquered their il] fortune, I reſiſted theſe trouble- 
ſome ſollicitations for two or three months, and uſed 
alimaginable endeavours to baniſh Alexander out 
of my heart; but whenT found they were to no pur- 
poſe, and that by a cruel neceſſity, I ſubmitted to 
ny pittileſs fate, I gave way to my misfortune, and 
took my leave of thoſe ſweet companions, whoſe 
tranquillity I began to diiturb with my afflictions,and 
twhom | was not ticd for the remainder of my life 
by any vow, or other engagement. Before I took my 
jpurney,I thougi1t it belt to diſguiſe my ſex, to avoid 
thoſe accidents it might be ſubject to, and cauſing 
Theano to buy mans apparel, and horſes for us both, 
we accoutred our ſclves, and began our voyage. At 
firſt Thad much ado to endure the toilſomneſs of tra- 
el; but I hardned my ſelf to it by little and little, 
ad the defires of iny mind at laſt overcame the ten- 
derneſs of ny body. It is neither neceſſary, nor ca- 
ſeforme to entertain you with the particulars of our 
purney, it was very long, and had nothing init con- 
ſderable; but when we were on our way to Sſz, 
ve heard that the King was departed thence, and 
tt having defeated the Cofſeans, he was gone to 
Babylon, | 
Wealtered our Road, with a purpoſe to follow 
linthither, but within a few days after, we received 
tieonly news which remained for the concluſion of 
Ny fortune, and that was the death of my adored 
Alexander. After the Relation I have made to you 
bneedleſs for me to weary you with mycomplaints, 
bedſcourſe of them would be troubleſome,and ther- 
el-will tell you, that I continued for many days 
Wdof reaſon or underſtanding, and when I came to 
ND) ſelf again, all that Thcano could obtain of me, 
Ws, that I would prolong my life till I came to A- 
nders Tomb, upon which I vowed to ſacrifice 
miſerable remainders of it ; I found ſome ſweet: 
Sin this reſolution, and going forward with that de- 
Blaſter many days journeys, I at laſt arrived at Ba- 
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bylon. 1 ſtayed there for ſome time, but could not ob. 
tain the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the Body of my dear 
Lord and Maſter,which is kept locked upin a certain 
place of the Palace,to which all acceſs is forbidden,by 
a great number of Guards. Seeing that in the depth 
of all my miſeries that conſolation was refuſed me,and 
that Theano was itill obſtinate in diſſwading me from 
dying by my own hands, I reſolved to ſeek death in 
the War, and Theano was ready to accompany me 
in that deſign, not perſiſting any longer to make me 
languiſh out this miſerable life. Two days ago we 
were enroll'd in Perdiccas his Troops, where to con- 
ceal our ſex,we {till kept retired from all company as 
much as poſſible we could, and Theano notwithſtand- 
ing her age loaded her weak ſhoulders withArmor as 
well as I. 

The other night unfortunate Spitamenes appeared 
to me inadream, all bloody and hideous to behold, 
and looking upon me with a threatning eye; I ex- 
pect thee Hermione, (ſaid he) and thou ſhalt 
ſhortly come to decide the remainder of our quarrels 
with me. I abhorr'd my life ſo much that me-thought 
[| was not at all terrified with his threats, but tretch- 
ing out my hand to him without any fear, Yes, 
(ſaid I) Sprramenes expect me,we will go together, 
and end our differences before Alexander, Aﬀer 
this Viſion I waken'd in a ſtart, and the next day, 
which was yeſterday, we came out of the Town 
with thoſe that came to ſecond Caſſander, but poor 
Theano going to'put forward her Horſe amongſt the 
reſt, fell down at the feet of thoſe that came after 
her, whoadvancing haſtily trampled her to death in 
my preſence. 

T ſhould have been very ſenſible of that loſs but 
that I was ready to accompany her, therefore in- 
ſtcad of itaying to weep by her, whoſe affeRtion did 
well deſerve my tcars, O Theano, ( cried T) ſtay 
for me,I'le quickly keep thee company;and ſpurring 
on my Horſe beforcall the reſt of ny fellows, who 
had newly received a commanJ not to ſtir further 
from the Gatcs, | ran alone to you, Demerrir, from 
-whoml received this favourable wound, which has 
ſo much afflicted you, but has given the unfortunate 
gs. the onely ſatisfaction ſhe now could hope 
or. 

Behold the life of this unhappy woman, on whom, 
Demetrius, you blindly have betowed your afftccti- 
on ; now that you know her better, you will with- 
out doubt be delivered from thoſe diſquicts which 
you expreſs for her death; the gods are my witne(- 
ſes, that that's the ſtrongeſt of all thoſe conſiderati- 
0115 which moved me to this recital, and the laſt fruit 
I hope for fromit, is, that by this knowledge I have 
given you of my miſeries, which perchance never 
had ſuch an interrupted ſucceſſion in any other life, 
you will bear the loſs of mine without any trouble, 
and confeſs with me;that in the condition to which my 
diſaſters have reduced me, death is the cnely happt- 
neſs I could now deſire, | 


Thus did Hermione conclude her ſad Relation, 


which begot both aſtoniſhment and c-mp-ſhon in all. 


that heard her. They began to paſs their opinions 
of it, and to juſtifie her with a general conſent for 
the death of Spitamenes, by thoſe powerful rea- 
ſons ſhe had to deliver her ſelf from him, when amo- 
rous Demetrius, who had hearkned- to her with 
ſtrange impatiencies, interzgupted their connerſati- 


on, and replying to Hermione's laſt word, You have * 
Y 


told 


NY 
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told me nothing ( faid he ) thar can diminiſh the paſ- 
fion | have for you ; and you were infinitely decetv- 
ed, if you believed you ſhould make your ſelf cri- 
minal in my thoughts by your narration. That 
Monſter, with whom the gods had ſo unfitly match- 
ed you, that barbarous, that faithleſs Spit amenes, 
did not-onely deſerve the death which he received, 
but a thouſand worſe deaths altogether, and if you 
be faulty in any thing) tis in that you ſo long deferred 
the reve:2ge you owed your father, and in that you 
ſo long perfiited to love a man who did fo ill requite 
your aftections;as much greater as he was than other 
men, he was too happy in the thoughts you had for 
him ; and if he had known you as well asI do, he 
would have forgot the care of all his Conquelts to 
give himſelf totally to you. Ah! 1 would it pleaſed 
the gods that ſome ſmall part of that paſhon he un- 
worthily received had been reſerved for the unfortu- 
nate Demetrius, and that he might die for love alone 
without the mixture of his griefs, and of his remorſe, 
which makes his deſtiny moſt terrible to him. The 
paſſionate Demecr1u5 ſpake on this manner, when he 
ſaw H:: nes facegrew pale, and within a while 
after her eyes cloſe up with a fainting fit that ſeized 
upon her. Her afflicted Lover ſeeing her in that con- 
dition, and believirg her to be either dead or dying, 
cait himſelf upon her bed, notwithſtanding the pre- 
ſence of his father and of the other Princes that were 
with him,and forcing the obitacles they ufed to ſtop 
his tranſports. andthe reſpect,which in a leſs extre- 
mity he would have had for the perſon whom he 
loved, he imprinted her pale lips with a thouſand ar- 
dent kiſſes, ableto have reſtored that heat which had 
forſaken them : And indeed ſo they did in part, for 
Hermione-comming out of her ſwoun, found her ſelf 
in his arms, whereof ſhe was much aſhamed, and 
and putting him back with a feeble hand, 4h ! De- 
metrius (ſaid ſhe) add not ſhame to the other paſſi- 
ons which accompany me to ry grave, and content 
your ſelf that I know your affettion by other marks 
than theſe, which are very indecent, and which ſo 
little become a dying perſon, Demetrius ſeeing him- 
ſelf reprehended by theſe words, retired into his 
place, but he was ſo full of trouble that it almoſt de- 
prived him of underſtanding. Hermione's ſtrength 
decayed viſibly,and theChirurgeons and women that 
tended her, ſeeing it was almoſt night,deſired the com- 
pany to withdraw. Demerrins obeyed them with 
great unwillingneſs, and all Argos his authority 
was neceſſary to perſwade him to it; he would not 
eat one bit,but going to bed by his fathers command, 
paſſed that night in much more violent diſquiets than 
the former, The next morning, his body being come 
into that Chamber from whence his mind had never 
ſtirr'd, he found Hermione ſo weak, that he no long- 
er doubted but ſhe would die, and the Chirurgeons 
had no longer confidence to diſguiſe the truth from 
him; he ſaw but too well that his fair Star was going 
to be eclipſed, and to bring into his ſoul a gloomy 
night,and a night of mortal darkneſſe. Alas, with what 
an exceſs of griet did he receive this aſſurance, and 
with what paſſionate fits did he expreſs his deſpair ! 
he walked up and down the room in a frantick man- 
ner, with wild and wandring looks, pulPd off his 
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hair, tore his cloaths, and did nothing but &; 
actions. Antigonus vainly employ'd his wor 
even his tears to _ him; he was as deaf tg 
one, as blind to the other, and Tir:dates, wy; 
then in the Chamber, coming toward him a 
ing an unſeaſonable liberty, Why, bow _ » 
metrius ( ſaid he) will you die then for 4 _ 
nay more, for woman of the enemies party, and is 
woman unworthy of the tears you ſhed? Dis. 
had not patience enough to endure theſe words ya 
running to lay hold of a ſword,was £0INg to es 
Hermone with the blood of indiſcreet Tiridate, i 
he partly of his own accord, and partly by he ; 
ſwaſions of thoſe that were preſent, had not a 
ſuddenly out of the Chamber. Doeſt thay think 
(cried Demetrius, ſeeing him go out) aoſt thou thin 
cruel man, that 1 will ſuffer the injury thou doſt med 
ana canſt thou not be ſatisfied with Hermiones den 
and mine, without abuſing us alſo by thy words ? 41 
would it pleas'd the gods that by a thouſand ſuch ly 
as thine, or as mine own 1 could reſtore ber that gig 
I have taken fromher, As heſ pake theſe words he 
drew near Zermionc's bed again, and leaning over 
itembraced her knees with ſo ranch tendernels, ay 
yet with ſo much. violence, that lie forced all thx 


, were in the Chamber to weep and lament by his x. 


ample. 0O 2ods (cried he) muſt Hermione die tha) 
ana will you not grant unto my tears and prajer 
trtle of that life which you cruelly cauſe to periſh by 
my ſword ? Shall Death feed upon that, which tu m 
ſeems the woſt lovely thing you ever ſent into the wall 
aud will yougrant no delay tothe ardent ſupplicatims 
a deſparring Lover * Can you not for my ſake remy 
the deſtiny of Alceſte ? and will you not be appraſedi 
I facrifice Demetrius for Hermion*'s ſafety, Whit 
he,ſpake on this manner, Hermione though weak and 
dying, ſuffred deeply with him in his afflictions, and 
looking upon him with eyes that began to darle, and 
to loſe part of their luſtre by the approach of Death; 
Demetrins, (ſaid ſhe) you force me ro confeſs taza, 


that 1 ate not ſo abſolute a ſlave to Alexander, buttha 


I am very ſenſible of your affettion, and that 1 hat 
certain motions in theſe laſt moments of my life, wh 
of my whole life was never capable; ſpare thu dyny 
mouth a more ample confeſſion, and if it be truetia 
you love me, moderate your ſorrows by Reaſon, aid 
by my deſire in this neceſſity that parts us; "tis themt: 
ly proof of it I can, or will beg of you, for a rea 
pence of the laſt proteſtation { make, that I gived 


the ſharein myheart, which I now can poſſibly gin 


on. 

This was all that Hermione was able to bring fort 
diſtinctly, and within a while after ſhe grew ſo &- 
cceding weak, that ſhe could hardly ſpeak a fewin- 
terrupted words; ſheſtruggled yet ſome hourswit 
Death, but about the ſhutting in of the day, hethr 
rits departed, and ſhe remain'd pale and cold in tie 
arms of Demetrius, who in that accident ap 
little different from her, and wholoſing his ſenſesand 
underſtanding with his ſtrength, was carried awaſt0 
another bed, making.the Phyſicians doubt, whethe! 
thoſe ſwoonings proceeded from a bare fainting, 
from a real death, 
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the fourth day after his departure; as ſoon as 
Oroondates ſaw him come into his chamber, -he 

ran to him with open arms 3 Lyſimachus, who at 
that time was with him, did the ſame, and both with 
wl haſte enquired news of their Princeſſes. Iam 
ſtillas ignorant of their condition ( ſaid Araxes) as 
whenI went from hence,and yet I may truly ſwear,l 
hvenot ſpared any kind of endeavour to inform my 
ſl. All the world at Babylon believes yet that they 
aredead, or if they have heard any thing of their be- 
ing alive, 'twas onely by your denouncing of war, 
and by-your declaration. The Princes were all af- 
fited at this diſcourſe, and looked upon one another 
with a confuſion which was eafie to be obſerved in 
their very faces. O Lyſimachus, (cried the Prince 
of Scythia) we are not yetat the end of our diſaſter, 
and you are extream unhappy in having any inter- 
mixture with the fortune of Orooxdates, this com- 
munication will be no ways advantageous to you, 
for I ſhall infallibly draw you into thoſe eternal miſe- 


| the mean time Araxes return'd from Babylon 


ties to which the gods have condemned me. Fortune | 


(replyed Lyſimachus) hath not been wont to uſe me 
more gently than your ſelf, and if our ſufferings are 
cntagious, you will gain no more than I in this u- 
fon of our intereſts. Alas! (added Oroondares) 
perhaps our Princeſſes may be dead indeed, and 
thatthe gods have onely flattercd us, to make us the 
more ſenſible of our loſſes by the hopes they bave 
gvenus, The Loves of our Rivals.( replyed Lyſs- 
mecha) may ſecure us on that ſide; they will periſh 
without all queſtion themſelves rather than conſent 


to their deſtruction ; yetI doubt. not but they will 


Gall they poſſibly can to conceal them a while lon- 
grfrom Roxana, They were in this diſcourſe when 
Ptolomerus, Craterus, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Ar- 
baſus, Eumenes, and Queen T haleſtris came into 
the chamber, the noiſe of Araxes his return had 
broupht them thither, and all of them togeti1er deſir- 
gtolearn the ſucceſs of his journey,he gave them an 
count of it in theſe terms. 

After I was departed from hence, I got within a 

rttime to Babylon, and telling thoſe that were up- 
the Guard at the Gates that 1 was come over to 


icir party, 1 found no difficulty to obtain entrance 


into the Town, I had call'd to-mind as I was upon 
the way, that I had formerly had a particular friend- 
ſhip with Damocles, one of the chief Citizens of 
Babylon, who at my requeſt, had by my Maſters 
favour gotten an Office in Darim: his Court, during 
the abode we made in that Town. That good turn 
which he had received from my Prince, and from my 
ſelf in part, had engaged him to us with a ſtrong af- 
feftion, and we had recciv'd ſome proofs of it, which 
made me believe at that remembrance, that I might 
truſt him without fear of being betray'd. As ſoonas 
I was inthe Town, I went ſtraight to his houſe, where 
I had been many times,and having happily found him 
without company, I made my ſelf known to him ; 
he gave me an cxcecding kind welcome, ſeconded 
with ſome tears, in which joy and grief were equal 
ſhacers ; and at the firit declaration I made of the 
cauſe of my voyage, he offered to do me. all the 
ſervice I could hope for from an affectionate 
friend, Ito!d him not in what place, nor in what 
condition I had left the Prince my Maſter, ma- 
king as if-I knew neither, and onely confeſſed that 
I came to Babylon with a deſign to learn news of 
Queen Stat:ra,that I might tell itmy Prince, in caſe 
[ were ſo happy as to find him. Damecles told me 
he had heard nothing of her ſince the report ofher 
death, and that he had yet ſeen no body that doubted . 
of it. After this diſcourſe,l prayed him that 1 might 
remain a few days concealed in his houſe, thereby to 
inform my ſelf more certainly, and lettinghim know 
I was in danger of my life if I were diſcovered, 1en- 
gaged him to as ftri&t a filence as I could deſire. Ha- 
ving ſtayed in his houſe the reſt of the day, as ſoon 
as it was night I went out into the ſtreets; and walk- 
ed a long time both about the Palace, and about 
Perdiccas his Lodging, but all my labour was in vain 
and though I often ſtole near to thoſe whom I ſaw 
talking together, and that ] hearkned to what they 
ſaid with as attefitive an ear asI could without giving 
them ſuſpition, I learned nothing that conld pive 
me any ſatisfaction. The next day I entreated 
Damocles, by the remembrance of our ancient 
friendſhip, and the obligation he had to my 


Prince, to aſſiſt me in this deſign, and to $0 to 
the Palace, into the houſes of the Princes, ard all 
V. Y. 2 


other > 
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other places where he could inform himſelf of what 
I had a mind to know. Damocles endeavoured 
with a great deal of care to cffect my deſires, but 


with as little ſucceſſe as I, and having been among-all. 
companies, and in all the Lodgings of the great 


perſons, returned from his enquiry as before. He 
brought me home word, that the death of the Prin- 
ceſſes was but too certainly confirmed, that ſince the 


Kings Y they had never appeared at Zubyloz, 


and that ny body laughed at your error, when 
they fay#yohr Declaration , wheteof there werc 
many Copies in the City. Two days and almoſt two 
whole nights were ſpent in this employment, and ſce- 
ing my ſelf ſo unfortunate in one part of my Commil- 
ſion, 1 trove to acquit my ſelf in the other, and for 


that deſign I prayed Damecles to tell me ſome news. 


concerning the War. He freely imparted all to me 
that was come to his knowledge, and when it was 
ſomething late he carried me to viſit the A/agazines, 
and view the Fortifications ; I found all things in as 
good a condition as your enemies can deſire, great 
abundance of Arms and Victual, and the Town ex- 
ceedingly well itored with Men todefend it; the new 
Forces they expected from their Allies came up every 
day, and encamped near the Town on the other fide 
of the River ; the number of them was already ſo 
great that they covered all the field, and having lcar- 


. ned yeſterday that the laſt of them were arrived, and 


that Perdiccas being already recovered, threatned e- 


very day to give Battel, 1 went intothe Camp with | 


Damoecles, where | ſaw as infinite number of Men, 
of Tents, of Chariots, and accorcing to what one 
might judge by the eye, their Forces are not inferi- 
our to yours, But | was deſirous to have a more 
particular knowledge of them, and wrought ſo well 
with Damocles, that this morning he brought me the 
computation of them. If my memory ſerve me, 
theſe are the names of their Commanders, and the 
numbers of men their Army is compoſed of; Selcncs 


- isdrawn thither, and commands there fiteen thou- 
fand Macedonians, the companions of theſe that are 


here under Crater and Polyperchon. Alcectas out 
of the leſſer Xed:a has gotten four thoufand Horſe 
and five thouſand Foot; and Acropares out of the 
greater /edia three thouſand Horſe and eight thou- 


ſand Foot ; Nearchu from Lyciaand Parphilia four . 


thouſand Horſe and fix thouſand Fout ; and Caſſander 
out of Cariacight thouſand Foot and four thouſand 
Horſe; Leonarus leads three thouſand Horſe and 
ſeven thouſand Foot drawn out of the lefler Phrygia ; 
Neoptolem a like number of natural Perſians ; and 
Penuceſtss ſix thouſand Babylonians : Sinw has 
brought a thouſand Horſe, and three thouſand Foot 
of Suſiana; Axiarchns two thouſand Horſe from 
the foot of Mount Cancaſms - Scyrhers and Amintas 
from thoſe parts of Ba&ria and Logdia which they 
commanded, eight thouſand Foot ; S:ratanor four 
thouſand Horſe, Draches and Argeans; Artheus 
three thonſand Pelaſoians; Nicanor and Andiazur as 
four thouſand Horſe and eight thouſand foot, levied 
in Parthia; and Antigencs and Teutam ſix thou- 
ſand Argiraſpides, of thoſe famous Troops who 
gain'd ſo much reputation under Alexander, This 
1s the number of their Forces, whereof the Com- 
manders have with a common conſent choſen Pey- 
aiccas for their General, he out of civility would 
nave yiclded that honour to Seleuci, Caſſander, 
and ſome others, but they refuſed it, and Roan 
having confirmed that choice, made him accept of 
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that Authority over his Companions. 

This Election was made but this mornin 
heard by Dameocics, of whom 1 afterwards en & 4; 
concerning 47/aces. , He was able to tell me 2 
ing, but that he was believed to be fil} a Set 
his lodging, where he lay recovering of his woun, 
that the Town was full of the reputation of his Y | 
lour, and that they had marvellous hopes in bin. 


. 


Rrang 
c - 4 1 ; , 
who had been but a few dayes in Babylon, and who 


had done wonders in the late encounter. - He tolg 
afterward, that Caſſander had very im Pattently ' 
the accuſation made againit him in your Decluy, 
on; that he had endeavoured to jultifie himſelf toal 
the Princes, and that he hath loudly ſworn he woy! 
proſecute his ſlanderers with fire and ſword: that 
many of their party believed him innocent, but that 
among many others he was much ſuſpected: thy 
that hindred him not from beginning to declare hin. 
ſelf openly to be in love with Roxana, and that ng. 
withitanding the reſentments ſhe expreſſed aozint 
that boldneſs, the confidence he had in his authorit 
had ſo puffed him up, that he no longer difavow'g hi 
paſhon. Whenl had learned this news of Dani 
I heard by kim that Neoprolewzs was to go oufki 
the Town with ſome of the Cavalry, and being &e. 
firous to lay hold of that occaſion to get way, [tell 
Dawecles that I would: make one in that party, ani 
taking Horſe, within a while after I went to the Gates 
with /Veoptolemm his Troups, I came forth among{t . 
the relt without any difficulty ; then preſently ſeeing 
them take a different way from that which led toout 
Camp, I alighted, feigning to have fomcthing to 
mend about my ſaddle, and fo having. given them 
time to go a good way from me, * | took my 
opportunity to eſcape hither - with reaſonable f 
cility, 

Araxes ſpake on this nfanner, and all the Princes 
who kad hearkned to him attentively , began to 
diſcourſe upon the newes he had broughtthem; they 
found by the computation of the Enemies forces, that 
they confiited of necr forty thouſand Aorſe, and 
more than four-ſcore thouſand Foot, and thoughthe 
number of theirs was little different ther Enemies 
being ſtrengthened with ſuch a City as ZFabylm, 
with ſuch a River as Euphrates, and with a great 
many Commanders not infecriour to theirs,they might 
with reaſon make them doubt of the ſucceſs of that 
War, yetdid they not fink at all from their great 
neſs of courage, nor from the confidence they had 
both in their valour, and in the juſtice cf their quar 
rcl. They cauſed the Chicf Princes and Comma 
ders to be called tothe Councel of War, and all 
that were went to be of it, came thither preſently, 
except Antigontn, 

He was too much taken up at home to ſtir from 
thence, and the condition his-Son Demetrius wasil 
would not ſuffer him to forſake him. That young 
Prince, after he had uſed all imaginable endeavouts 
to follow his Herniove, and tired all thoſe that 
were about him, whoſe ſtrength had hardly been 
ſufficient to withhold his deſpairing fury, was atlal 
become a little leſs violent, being moved with the 
tears and Authority of his Father, 

He had paſſed a whole night by his bed-hd, 
and part of theday following, without being able to 
dillwade him from his defire of dying, which he faw 
him obſtinately bent upon, and when he fourd Ws 


entreaties were to weak to move him, he pet 
e 
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e$him his naked breaſt, and putting his hand upon 
the Wil of his fword, here, take this ſword, (* /:4 
yy Occruel'and ingrateful Demetrius, but thou muſt 
irlt run ir through thy Fathers body, and thenthou 

\yeſt execute thy deſperate reſolutions againit thy 
{f, Theſe words pronounced with an extraordina- 
tone," and with a Fatherly Authority, wrought 
me:hing upon' Demerrus, and pur him partly in 
aind of the duty he owed him; he abated ſomething 
of hisd:ſpair, though he cou'd not abate any thing of 
his grief, and fearing to ſhorten the Cayrs of a Fa- 
ther, to whom (beſides that of his birth)he had ma- 
gy very particular obligations, and to whom he 
bore a moſt tender affection, he became a little 
wore plyable to his perſwafions, and changed his 
ft violences into tears, fighs and complain's, 
ahle- to- ſoften the molt rocky-hearts in the world, 
Themoſt mournful, and moſt lamentable effeQts that 
ever grief produced, were eminently to be ſeenin 
that young Prince; his eyes quite drowned in tears, 
rat not one look : his mouth a perpetual thorough- 
fire of ighes, ſpake not one word, and his face with 
frrow made yet more beautiful, carried no counte- 
nance which-was not like' to make ali perſons dye 
with pity, that were not utterly unſenfible of it. 
Ant1gonus for his ſake caus d He: move to be buried 
with a great deal of pomp, but when the body was 
arried out of the Tent, Dewer 1 fell into as long, 
21d as dangerous a ſwound asthe former,and though 


tereſpect he bore to his Father, hindred him from. 


ing violent hands agiin!t himſelf,his grief, which 
acknowledged not the ſame Authority, brought him 
rerynear unto his grave, The Princes, who knew 
the exceſs of his ſorrow, came to viſit him when they 
roſe from Counſel, and ſpending the reit of the day 
by his bed-ſide, ſought both by arguments and ex- 
amples to give him conſolation; at firſt their endea- 
yours met with little ſucceſſe, but being naturally 
of a moſt gentle diſpoſition, Artigonws did not de- 
pair of re-ſ-tlins him by length of time, together 
with the power he had over him. | 

\ Thenext day all the Princes being met in Lyſima- 
d>#/7s Tent, who commanded that day, word was 
brought them, that five or ſix men being come out 
of theTown, were at the entry of the Camp, and 
defired a ſafe conduct to ſpeak to the Commanders 
from their enemies. All the ſecurity they could re- 
quire was preſently ſent them, and within a while 
cer they came together into the Tent. Clrophon, 
Perdiccas his Squire, was inſtantly known by many 
o the company, who ſtepping forwarder than his 
companions, and having obtained audience from the 
Princes, ſpake to them in theſe words. My Lords, 
ware come hither from Queen Roxana and Prince 
Perdiccas, on whom the reſt bave conferr'd the ſu- 
pream Authority ; be hath ſtay d hitherto both for 
therecovery of his health, and for the arrival of his 
Forces, but now that the gods have reFtored him the 
me, and his friends have brought np the other, he 
Wl 10 longer retard the deſire you may have to end 
thi war, *he lenoth where: f would be redious to both 
parties, and therefore hath ſent us to cffer you Battcl, 
Allthat were in the Tent ſent forth a cry of joy at the 
hearing of this meſſage, and by a clapping of their 
hands expreſſed how welcome that news was to 
them; but becauſe Cl/:rophon ſhewed he had ſome- 


( 
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| their diſpoſing,to go into another where they had no- 


| quarters. When' they had reſolv'd upon their An- 


| 


s more to ſay, they kept ſilence to litento him, / 


dhe went on in his manner. Tdid not doubt, my 
Lords, but that you would receive this propoſition 
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like gallant men, but there muſt Le ſomething done 


to facilitate the execution of it, 


- The Euphrates ſeparates our two Armies, and 
there is a neceſſity that one of them mult paſſe it 
before they can fight ; if you defire it ſhould be 
yours, Peraicceas offers you all the ſecurity you 
ſhall demand for the paſſage of it, during which you 
ſhall receive no impediment from our Forces,” nor 
whilit 'you ſhall draw yours 'into Barratia in the 
field you ſhall make choice of, untill the day appoint- 
ed for the cecifion of our quarrels. If this condition 
pleaſe you, you ſhall have hoftages ſent, and if you 
find any difficultics in it, which are not on our fide by 
reaſon of the conveniency of Bridges we have in the 
Town, give us but liberty to come forth, and to en- 
camp between our Ports and your Entrenchments, 
and I promiſe you Battel within tendays; fo much 
time will be neceffary for the preparations on both 
ſides, and to ſtay for the perfect recovery of ſome 
perſons who deſire to have a ſhare in the glory of 
their companions. Clitophon having propofed this 
offer, was carried into another Chamber, while the 
Princes entred into deliberation about the anſwer 
they ſhould make. They all thought his propoſiti- 
on very free and reaſonable,” and many beltev d this 
motton had been inſpir'd into Perdiceas by Selnecns, 
Arſaces,or the valiantStranger;theyjudged neverthe- 
leſs that it wou'd be better for them to ſuffer their e- 
nemies to come forth of the City, than to paſſe over 
to their ſide, as well by reaſon of the difficulty they 
would find in making Bridges of Boats, as' of the 
inconveniency they would receive, by quitting a 
place where they were provided of all things neceſſa- 
ry, and where all the reighbouring Towns were at _ 


thing, and which was wholly within the Encmies 


ſwer,Cl:tophin was call d in again;and Lyſimachus,at 
the entreaty of the reſt, ſpake to him on this 
manner ; All the Princes,with whom I have the hon- 
our to be allied, think Perdicczs his propoſition ve- 
ry jult, and_are glad of the defire he has to end our. 
cifierences by 'a Battel; and to'facitate the mt} 
they give way that he may come forth with his'#rr 
in all ſecurity,& put it in order inthe plain on this fide 
the Town, promiling to forbear alt a&ts of hoſtility 
during the time you have demanded ; In this agtee= 
ment your advantages are at leaft as great as ours, for 
if we have a few villages on our ſide, you have Baby- 
lon behind you, and the paſſage of the River free. 
Perdiccas has onely forgotten one condition in this 
Treaty, to make it the fuller of freedom, and that is, 
ſince he knows the principal end of our taking up 
Armsis for the liberty of the Princeſſes, he ought ci- 
ther to vive it them, or put them into the hands of 
indifferent perſons, who ſhou'd deliver them to the 
Conquerours after the Battel, or at the iſſue of the 
War. Lyſinachys holding his peace after theſe' 
words, Clirophon told him,” that Demand was be- 
yond his Commiſſion, and that Perdiccas conld not 
deliver the Princeſſes, fince they neither were, nor 
ever had becn in his power.and that ke and his friends | 
believed that ifthey were alive, 'they were with Ly- , 
firachns and his confederates, and that they made 
uſe of that- pretext to cover-others which 'moved 
them to that war.” In this'T teplyed ' Lyſimagh:es 
with anger ) Perdicces ſhewWthat he cannot vary 
from his nature, - and that he folowys hrs own* inclina-' 

tion 
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tions, rather than thoſe of his generous friends, who 
have inſpired him with the deſign of a Battel ; if he 
would confeſs the truth to them, I aſſure my ſelf they 
would counſel him to do what I demand, but becauſe 
it would be very hard to make him wave his particu- 
lar intereſts for any conſideration of vertue, this dif- 
ficulty thall not break our Treaty, and to have a bat- 
tel we would deſcend to conditions much more un- 
juſt, out of the hope we have that the Conquerors 
ſhall give the Law to the Conquered, and that af- 
ter the event of the war, if it be to our advantage, 
we ſhall make them give account of the Princeſſes 
which they now refuſe. This was Zyſimacim's 
anſwer, who for hoſtages offered Alexander, the 
ſon of Po:yperchon, and Cophes, and Jllyonexs the 
ſons of Arrabaſus. As ſoon as they had concluded 
the Treaty, one of C::rophores companions ſtep'd 
forth, and the company having caſt their eyes upon 
him, he was known by Oroondates, Prolomers, and 
many others, tobe Arſaces's Squire, who ſome few 
dayes ſince had been brought before them, and had 
carried ſome of Prolomews's Herb to his Maſter from 
Orcondates. He looked about to find out the Prince 
of Scythiaamong{ the reſt, and adreſling himſelf to 
him with a reſolute countenance, Sr, (ſaith he) Ar- 
faces hath recerv'd your medicine, and hath recove- 
red bis health by the Preſent you ſent him; he made 
uſe of it without any ſuſpition, and with no 0- 
ther fear ſave that of being obliged to you whether 
be will or no, if your differences were of another na- 

ture he wHld become your friend, but ſince that 

changes :mpoſſible, inſtead of his friendſhip he wiil 

ive you his eſte em, and that he may not bezngrate- 
Fat for the favour he has received from you, he w4ll 
ſhortly bring you thanks upon the point of his ſword, 

This confident Servant of a gallant Maſter having 
ſpoken on this manner, all the company looked heed- 
fully upon him, and Oroondates drawing near him, 
with eyes that ſparkled with choler, © Friend ( [ad 
be) thou maiſt tell A-rſaces, that I expect neither 
thanks nor favour from him, and that my intention 
in ob'iging him does ſufficiently acquit him from any 
obligation : that yet I cannot diſdain the eſteem of fo 
brave a man, and that I think my ſelf better requi- 
ted by it, than by that friendſhip which I neither 
can, nor will receive from -him; that at our firſt 
meeting we will decide theſe differences, which even 
unto death oppoſe our reconciliation, and that to de- 


fend my ſelf from that ſword wherewith he threatens 


me, I wear another by my fide, which he has no 
reaſon to deſpiſe. This was the reply Oroondares made 
to Arſaces's Squire, and preſently after Clitophon 
having been diſpatch'd, returned to Zabylopwith 
thoſe that accompanied him. 

This news being ſpread through the whole Camp, 
all the Army began to provide in good-earnelt for the 
Battel, the Commanders ſpared no care to keep 
their Forces in a good condition, and the Souldiers of 
themſelves inured to War, did by the hope of a 
Battel, rouze up that warlick humour, which du- 
ring the life of Alexander had continually poſſeſſed 
them; ſome of them employed themſelves in Exer- 
ciſes neceſſary for the Fight, others in making clean 
their Arms, and altogether prepared for that great 
day that wastodetermine ſuch important differences. 
The Princes, with admirable diligence , ſought 
whatſoever might be to their advantage ; they viſi- 
ted their Magazines moſt carefully, and took care to 


deliver Arms to thoſe that wanted, or had ſuch as | 
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were unfit for ſervice. Zavmedon and Mey 
had the charge of getting ready Chariots of\y 
arm'd with Sithes and blades of Iron, like that 
Darius was wont to uſe in his Armies ; and þ 
perchon, as a moſt expert Commander, bad of 
of inſtructing the Officers, and training the < 
ers for the Fight, by Exerciſes that had the form 
real Encounters. Nor had the Sun ſhined thrice 
on the Towers of Babylon, when out of the 
there began to appear Battalions, which they cow; 
nued to pour forth for two whole days together. 
they encamped within thirty furlongs of their Ehx 
mies, and covered a great part of the plain with Me 
Arms, and Horſes; the diſtance between the Cang, 
wasnot ſo great, but that it was within reach of tþ 
Eye,and the mutual confidence they had inthe T 
made divers men of toth parties come witkin a fliok 
ſhot of one another. Oroondates had abſolutelyre. 
covered his {trength, and felt himſelf better in a 
thanever todiſpute his lawful pretenſions both againg 
Arſaces and Perdiccas, and againſt all the wort. 
he already waited impatiently for the day, and pre. 
pared himſelf to let his new companions ſee thathe 
had wanted nothing but fortune to raiſe his repurai. 
on above that of Alexander ; they were alieatyin 
clined to that belief, and by his converſation giſ.ove- 
red every day new greatneſles in him, which made 
them conſider him as a god. 

Lyſimachw was ule lefle eager in his expeQat. 
on ofthe day he had ſo much deſired, but his joy for 
that was moderated by ſome new diſquiet, which 
his friends took notice of in his face : he was troy- 
bled that A4-/aces, whoſe perſon he infinitely efteem- 


what courſe might be taken to deprive them of {6 
conſiderable an afſfiftance, he reſolved at laſt to ſee 
him, to talk with him, and to endeavour to dray 
him over to his ſide, and reconcile him with Oroox- 
dates, The ditficulties he foreſaw in that deſign 
were not able to make him deſiſt, and while. he was 
muling upon it, the fair 4mazon Queen beingcome 
to him, he made her acquainted with his intention, 
Thaleſtris, to whom the vertue and perſonof Arſ« 
ces were well known, and who had a marveliouse- 
ſteem of both, ſince the time ſhe had fought under 
his command in the Battel he gave againſt Arinbs 
upon the frontiers of. Scyrhia, approved of Lyſine 
chu his reſolution, and laboured to confirm himinit 
by many reaſons ſhe alledged. To# will do our pat 
ty no ſmall ſervice (ſaid ſhe) if you can weaken ou 
Enemies by the loſs of ſuch a man as Arſaces, and 
you will have no ſmall ſatisfattion rf you' can mate 
him Oroondates hs friend: There muſt needs be 
ſomething in their quarrel which I cannot compre- 
hend, nor can I tell how Arſaces, who was never 
in this Countrey, ſhould in a few moments haie 
robb'd him of Srarira's affections. 
foundedin this encounter (replyed Lyſimachus) th4 
I could never zmagine any apparent cauſe of it, but! 
will endeavour to ſift out the buſineſs, and to worrm 
will go near the Enemies Camp, whitber I will ſend 
in a Trumpet to Arſaces, and if i have the liber!) 
to talk, with him, I may percbance draw ſome know 
ledge that will not bs unprofitable. |'le bear you 


company (added Thaleſtris ) and ſhall be glad toc 
again the face of him that was my General, al 
thovgh mine be utterly unknown to him, and that 


at this time Ido not intend to make him acquainre 
wI 
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ed, and with whom he had mage a friendſhip, was iſ: 
of their enemies party, and after he had long ſtudi.d'ﬀ0 
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with any, with much civility and reſpect prepared 
"Gif with her for that interview, and preſertly 
his way to write a Letter to Arſaces, which he 


44 in theſe tearms, 


Lyſimachus to the great 
Arſaces, 


-TF to whom you promiſed the honour of 


[1 your friendſhip in the Temple of Apollo, | 


ud fnce upon the banks of Euphrates, did not | 
elieve you ſhould come to be in the number 
if His Enemies, who cannot be but yours whit 
choice of party ſoever you have made 3 if you 
be pleaſed with this proteſtation, you will not 
refuſe bim your ſight, fiace he deſires it onely 
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it. Lyſomachu having accepted of the Queens : 
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to diſtribute glory unto men, and they that have the 
happineſſe to be beloved by him, may hope for that 
by his affeCtion and eſteem, which they cannot pro- 
cure by their own ations. I onee pretended, O 
Arſaces, toſome part in that affeion which I ne- 
ver merited but onely by your goodnefſe, and the 
hopes you had given me of it made me expect you 
would have lent that aſliſtance to me, which now you 
give unto our Enemies; I will neither cry down their 
actions, nor the juſtice of their Quarrel, before him 
that declares himſelf their Friend, and the conſidera- 
tion I have of you makes me not mention that which 
I publiſh to all the world, but I cannot difſemble 
my grief to ſee you turn thoſe Arms againſt us which 
commonly are attended with victory, and though 
Seleucu, and many others who are with you, be 
worthy of your friendſhip, I cannot but envy them 
the happineſſe of it, and redouble my hatred toward 
them by reaſon of this advantage they have over 
us. 

Arſaces embraced Lyſimachzs at this diſcourſe, and 
giving paſſage to a few ſighs, Iam infinitely indebt- 


— 


jo aſſure you, that his intereſts are below the 
iffeFion he has vowed you, and that though 
jun be a friend to Seleucus, you ought not to 
hate Lylimachus, 


The next day, which was the eighth of thoſe ten 
Clitophon had demanded, and after which there was 
tþ be but one more before the Battel, Ly/tmachs 
4nd the valiant Thalejtris being armed, mounted on 

{ horſe back, without imparting their intention to any 
| body, and taking a Trumpet with them, rode to- 
ward the Enemies Camp, they made a ſtand within 
three or four hundred paces of the firit Corps de 
Gerde, and having inftructed the Trumpet 1n his | 
Commiſſion, ſtaid there waiting for his return. Their 
expectation was not long, and their meſſage having 
had as good ſucceſſe as they could with, within leſs 
than half an hour they ſaw the great Ar/ſaces appear, 
ad with him another Cavalier, who having heard 
by the Trumpet how Ly/imachu was accompanied, 
would not leave 4r/aces, and was very glad to take 
that occaſion of ſeeing Lyſimachu again, with whom 
he had already had a former encounter. As ſoon as 
thetwo friends knew one another, they advanced up- 
eaGallop, and they that had accompanied them 
keptback out of diſcretion, and were willing to give 
them the opportunity of entertaining cach other a 
while before they mingled in their . converſatt- 
00 


— 


Arſaces and Lyſimachs being come cloſe toge- 
ther, alighted, and giving their Horſes to the Trum- 
pet, after they had put up the Beavers of their Hel- 
mets, gave one another many embraces full of a real 
aection ; they often began their kindneſſes afreſh 
before they ſpake a word ; but in the end 4r/aces 
breaking ſilence firſt, with a majeſtick and attractive 
grace, and with a ſweet manly voice ; What ( ſaid 
te )is he Ly/crzachw then, to whom, without know- 
ng him otherwiſe than by fight, Iſo intirely gave 
my affetions, and is he, who made ſo much ac- 
count of ſome ſmall actions of Arſaces the man who 
by a thouſand others, a thouſand times'more famous, 
ſpread his reputation over all the carth ? Zy/:- 
mechus bluſhed at theſe praiſes, and not being 
villing to ſuffer Arſaces to go on with them, It 
longs to none ( replied he ) butto the great Arſaces 


ed to you, ( ſaid he for the value you ſet upon my 
friendſhip, and this teſtimony I receive of yours is 
one of the chiefeſt conſolations I can have in my ur: . 
happy fortune ; therefore I proteſt to you by thoſe 
ſame gods, who every day overwhelm me in new 
diſaiters, that I neither am nor ever will be your ene- 
my ; I have moſt powerful inclinationsto you, and 
particular reaſons to love you, and if you ſee me 
now engaged, by my promiſe and by ſome other con- 
liderations,among them whoare not your friends, ac- 
culc not me, Lyſirachus, but lay all the fault upon 
my cruel deſtiny, Tis true, Iowe my lifeto Selex- 
cus and Caſſander, andthat | have obligations to Per- 
aiccas himſelf, which are not inconfiderable, but a 
more weighty reaſon forces me to be an enemy to 


| your party, and in what part of the world ſoever that 


cruel Tormentor of my days ſhall happentto be, thi- 
ther will I turn my revenging ſyord, even to the laſt 
drop of my blood: I would kill him if I could poſſi- 
bly even in my fathers arms, if the gods had ſtill 
left me one, and would make my 'ſelf a paſſage 
through what is deareſt tome inthe whole world, to 
deſtroy him who with a cruelty full of injuftice robs 
me of that which I thoughtI had purciaſed by ſervices 
which are not to be valued, by the beſt part. of my 
blood, and even with the price of mine own honour, 
No, no, Lyſimachus, in the deplorable condition of 
my life, I am no longer Maſter, either of my de- 
fignes, or of my actions ; and that ingrateful woman 
who has ſo unworthilv forſaken me, has taken away 
all my hopes, and withthem the power of diſpoſing 
of my ſelf, I muſt be uncivil, I muſt be unthankful, 
becauſe | am miſerable, becauſe I am defperate, and 
the gods give me every day new occaſions to ſhew- 
that all the good had in me is extinguiſhed, by the 
inhumanity of my fate; nay, they will have :me jn- 
debred for my life, even to my molt bitter, irrecon- 
cilable enemy, becauſe they know I cannot be other 


than guilty of ingratitude, and that the bloody injury 


I have received from him. ſtifles in my heart all the 
acknowledgment I owe him for it ; heretofore 1 
ſhould have paſſed Seas to acquit my ſelf of a elſſe 
obligation, and now I would go down as far as Hell 
to ſacrifze him to my juſt rcſentments, to whom 1 
have fo great an engagement. This miſery of my 
life, Lyſtmaceus, ought to move pity in you, and 
obtain pardon ſora choice, which my love, which 

my 
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my jealouſie; which my rage forced-me to make a- 
gainſt my former inclinations, and againlt my affecti- 
on to you. Arſaces uttered theſe paſſionate words 
with an action which fetch'd tears into Ly/imachs his 
eyes, but his aſtoniſhment was redoubled by them, 
and conſidering that Arſaces could not jultly uſe 
thoſe reproach.s to Oroondates, who better than all 
the men inthe world had deſerved the poſſeſſion of 
Statira, in whoſe ſervice Arſaces could not have 


ſpent more than ſome ſhort moments of his life, he. 


was in a marvellous confuſion, and being delirous to 
draw more particular light from 4r/aces his mouth ; 
I am as ſenſibly touch*d with. your diſpleaſures ( ſaid 
he Jas with my own, but either | cannot compre- 
hend their cauſe, or elſe I can ſee but little juſtice in 
them. : 
This Rival, againſt whom you have ſo violent 
an indignation, complains of you with more appea- 
rance of reaſon than you can have, unleſs there be 
ſome miſtake in your affairs; and there are few per- 
ſons but know, that he hath ſpent his whole life in the 
ſervice of that Princelſe, whom yon have won from 
him in an hour; his deſpair is much better gounded 
than yours, when he remembers the admirable acti. 
ons he hath done for her, and that being jult upon 
the point of receiving the recompence which was 
due to him, he ſees her, by a prodigious inconſtan- 
cy, in your arms, and finds himſelf ingrateſuliy for- 
faken for you who have done her but very little ſer- 
vice, and who are hardly ſo much as knuwn to her. 
How! (cried the impatient Ar/aces) have I done 
my Princeſſe but little ſervice, and am I hardly fo 
much as known to her ? Lyſimachus was going to re- 
ply, andthey werelike to have come to a more per- 
fect ciearing of buſineſſes, if an unexpected accident 
had not interrupted their converſation, the cauſe 
whereof was this ; The &mazon Queen, when ſhe 
had ſtood a while at a diſtance, liſtening to their dil- 
courſe, at laſt reſolved to go up to them, and 4r/a- 
ces hiscompanion, by her example, moved from the 
place where he made his ſtand ; when they were 
come a little nearer to one another than they had 
been before, Thaleſ?r:s caſting her eyes upon that 
Cavalier, ſaw upon his Shield the dreadful impreſs 
of the Vultures, the reputation whercof was alrea- 
dy as much known by the valour of him that bore it, 
as his name was unknown by his ſo late coming 
into thoſe parts, and his having bcen ever fince in 
the Enemies quarters. | 
The Queen preſently remembred her Combat with 
him, and with what generoſity he had defended her 
from the foul play offered by Caſſanaer ; being glad 
of this Encounter, ſhe had a mind to make a more 
particular acquaintance with him, with that intent 
ſhe ſpurr'd on her Horſe, and putting forth her hand 
as ſhe came up to him, Valiant Sir, ( cried ſhe ) ſince 
I have tried your force in Fight, 1 defire to be better 
known to you, and to make a friendſhip, if it te 
poſſible, with ſo brave and ſo generous an Enemy. 
The Stringer, who for civility yielded to no man in 
the world, advanced toward the Queen at this dif- 
courſe, and ſecing that ſhe put her hand toward the 
Beaver of her Cask to diſcover her face, he thruſt 
uphis, and let her ſee his face at the ſame time, The 
aſpect of the dreadful Gorgon never wrought more 
ſtrange effects than this fight produced mutually in 
theſe two perſons, and if the Stranger was ſurpriſed 


to ſee the Queen, the Queen was i{trucken with the | 
height of amazement, when in the Strangers face | 
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ſhe beheld all the lineaments of her faithleſs 0,,,. 
ES; | 
They inſtantly were ſeized with ſo ſtrange a 

fuſion, thatthey ſeemed like two Marble Statwes;he. 
ing n:ither able to ſpeak nor ſtir ; they continued, 
Ereatwhile looking upon each other,with inwardn, 
tions very different from their antient tendernefſes 
by the fiery glances of their eyes gave ene anothe 
knowledge of the violent thoughts that ſtirr' they 
up. They could not abſolutely believe their ſight 
and that uncertainty kept them for ſome time ir 
lute, fitent, and unmovable. In the end, they y 
longer doubted of the truth of this Encounter, ay 
the Queen, leſs Miltreſs of her furious reſentmens 
than Oronres, took hold of the handle of her ſword 
and caſting a look up toward Heaven with a ng 
terrible action, O gods ! ( cricd ſhe ) at laſt yy 
have brovght me that diſloyal man, who had ſo in, 
ptouſly invoked you in the falſneſs of his Oaths; ani 
drawing her ſword, aſter ſhe had often call'd Orony, 
Traitor, ſhe flew upon him with a fury like thatof, 
Tyzreſs when ſhe is robb'd of her young. Orone 
at laſt came to himſelf, and flying both rhe looks and 


, approach of ThaleHiris, O my eyes | ( cricd be) 


mult you then behold this faitllcſs woman again? 
Yet though hc was nv icſſe moved than ſhe, he ws 
more moderate, and having {till a reſpect to the ſex, 
and even to the perſon of her whom he had fo dex. 
iy loved, he lefr his ſword ſtil] in the ſcabbard, and 
onely held ſorth his ſhield, rctiring from the blows 
ſhe made. Leave me, ( cried he ) leave me;falſein- 
eratcful woman, and diſcharge not thy rape againſt 
a man whois innocent of the loſs thou haſt ſuſtain, 
The Qucen replied not with any diſtin&t words, but 
ruſhing upon him with confuſed cries ard redoubled 
abuſes, made him quickly fee ſhe either meant to 
vive him his death, or receive hers from him. Ar- 
ſaces and Lyſtmachus turning about at t!4s noiſe, 
were Quite ſurpriſed at ſo un-foreſeen an edventure, 
and Arſaces, obſerving the manner of that combat, 
was ſomething aſhamed and troubled to ſee his w- 
liant companion,” who had ſo brave a reputation; re- 
tire, or rather fly before an enemy ; He lcaped up- 
on his Horſe, and advanced towards him, by Lyſ- 
mach his example,who ran preſently to the Queen, 
when Orontes ſecking ſanctuary by him, Deliver 
me, O Arſaces | (cried he ) deliver me from the 
ſight of this perfidiovus woman, who is much more 
cruel to me than that death ſhe firives to give me. 
Ah ! monſter of infidelity, ( replyed Thaleſtri, 
quite beſides her ſclf ) hope not that the :ſhſtancef 
Arſaces, nor of all the wen in the world, ſhall fave 
thee from my juſt indignation. As ſhe ſpake theſe 
words, ſhe made her ſelf paſſage between Arſaces 
and Lyſimachs, with ſich a fury, that thoſe two vi 
liant men were too weak to withhold her. 

Both of them, becauſe they had heard ſomething 
of their adventures, began to ſuſpect the truth, 2nd 
being deſirous to try ſeme remedy againit ſo ſudcain 


and all their perſwaſions, to ſtop and pacific the 
cenſed Thaleſiris; but though their ſircngths were 
employed with ſome ſucceſs, all their perſwaſons 
were utterly fruitleſs, and the Queen's wrath grev 
ſo enflamed by their hindrance of her intentions, tit 
ſhe had much adoe to forbcar ciſchargirng ſore part 
of her anger upon them. Theſe thirgs were ccnclo 


near Perdiccas his Camp, that the 'noiſe made them 


inſtantly taken notice of , and C-ſſ-rder » Who 
| was 


ard ſo violent a miſchief, they uſed all their fircngih 


; vith another tone, How true and juſt are the gods, 


 Ivillacrifize to the god of Love, and to the god of 
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{dom from Orontes, believing there was ſome foul 
ny ofzred to his friend, an being ready arm'd | 
br ſome other deſign, 80: hattily on norsVback, fol- | 
bed by a good number of his men, and ran full 
reed toward Thateſtris and Lyſimachis, crying out, 
tatthey broke the truce, and that they deſerved 
tath, O-0ntes, who by the means of Ar/4ces and 
Lyſmachius > Was beginning to retire toward the 
Camp, ſtrove in vain to {top him, and Cafſandcr, 
ſeing the Queen, who with her ſword up endea- 
wured toget from them that held her, calling Oroptes 
Traitor and Coward, advanced toward her, and 
without conſidering his odds, laid on with his Sword 
yon her Cask withall bis force; the Queen ltag- 
rered at the blow,and Cafſandey was going to ſecond 
i, when Arſaces, fearing le!t he might kill her in his 
ms, would hold her no longer, and the impatient 
Thale&ris, whoſe anger necded not that new provo. 
ation to ſwell it to the heighth,. no ſooner felt her 
far hberty, but ſhe ran at Caſſander with an aCti- 
on which made him grow pale, and think already of 
retreating amongſt his men z when the Queen, railing 
ker elf upon her {tirrups, {truck ſuch a weighty blow 
upon his Helmet, that ſhe ſent him headlong to the 
ground, After thisaction ſhe turned her looks, and 
cries again toward Oroztcs with more fierceneſs than 
beforez but they that had acco:rpanied Cafſ.:der, 
were becinning to bend their arms again her, and 
zwa'nſt Lyſimachzs, who with his ſword in his hand 
had placed himſelf by her fide for her defence; when 
frſaces did ail he could poſſibly to keep them from 
t, and Or0-:tes himſelf, who was already a good way 
off, faced about, and drew his ſword for the preſer- 
vation of his Enemy. But at the ſame time Selenczs 
came thither, who had ſo great an authority amongtt 
thoſe ſoldiers, that at -7ſ<:ces entreaty he made them 
hold, and while they took up Caſander, who was 
hardly come to himſelf, he got Lyſimachww to carry 
back the Amazon Queen. All the credir he had with 
her wasneceſſary to overcome her to that retreat, yet 
ſhe yielded to it at laſt, when ſhe ſaw her ſelf, inan 
impoſſibility to ſatisfic her revenge, and ſeeking out 
ber falſe Orontes with her eye, Thou prolongelt thy 
deſtiny but in vain, (cried ſhe ) and if thou eſcapeit 
meat the Battel, I'le ſeel; thee in the molt hidden 
places of all the world. Lyſimachus pulled herirom 
tence at laſt, and was con{trained to accompany her, 
without being able to finiſh his diſcourſe with Ar/ſ- 
«5: This valiant couple returned into the Camp, 
andduring the little way they had thither Ly/#machus 
could not draw one reaſonable word form Thaleſizis. 
ince this ſuddain alteration of her humor ſhe was 
tardly to be known, her face was all on fire, and her 
eyes ſeemed to caſt forth live ſparks; all her mo- 
tions had a mixture of rage and fury, and all her or- 
linary moderation had given place to molt impetu- 
ous tranſports. You have ſeen him, ( ſaid ſhe at laſt 
b Lyſmachu ) you have ſcen that Traitor, whoſe 
Quarrel you defended with ſo much valour, and fo 
lttle juſtice; and if his life were guiltleſs of infide- 
ty, perchance you would think him handſome e. 
tough to excuſe ſome part of the paſſion a Maid may 
lave had for him. She made a ſtop at theſe words, 
boive Lyſimachw leiſure to deliver his approbation 
of what ſhe ſaid, and within a while after going on 


(aid ſhe) and how well do they begin to perform 
their promiſe, in bringing me this gliſſoyal man, whom 
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Hoſpitality? the Laws of both having been baſely 
and unworthily violated by him, they expect this re- 
paration from me; aad my Traitor, obltinate in his 
treachery, brings me that head himſelf, which I ought 
to have ſoughtto the furtheſt end of the whole world. 
With theſe and ſome other words ſhe came into the 
Camp, where the would not alight till ſhe came to 
Oroondates his Tent, Oroondates ſince his recovery 
had left Polezon's houſe to the Ladies, and Prince 
O-xyartes had preſented him with a Tent, the rooms 
whereof were very ſpacious and convenient. As ſoon 
as Thaleſiris was come into his chamber, Oroonda- 
res ( cried ſhe that valiant Stranger tiat did ſo many 
admirable actions upon the bank of Euphrates a- 
gainit Lyſimachus and his companions; and in our 
laſt Fight againit me and the reſt of our party, who 
do you ti ink it ſhould be, but my perfidious Oron- 
res? the juitice of the gods hath at laſt brought him 
to the foot of thoſe Altars, upon which he muſt be 
ſacrinized, Oroondates at firſt was ſurpriſed with 
this diſcourſe, but preſently afrer, Lyſimachrs hav- 
ing confirmed what the Queen had told bim, he ad- 
mired the fantaſtical effects of Fortune, and thoſe 
ſtrange events whereby ſhe ſeems to make her ſelf 
ſport with our deitinies. He is with Perdiccas, 
( continued Thaleſiris ) my particular Enemy is a- 
mong your Enemies, and that monſter of pertidioul- 
neſs thinks himſelf not yet black enough with that 
he hath ſhewed toward me, unleſs to aggravate tis 
crimes, he embrace an unjult quarrel, and take up 
arms apainit t' c party of his Prince, It has not pleaſ- 
edthe Heavens that I ſhould engage my ſelf in this 
War without other intereſt than what I take in yours, 
but they will have hatred and reſentment execute 
part of that, which tonour and friendſhip made me 
undertake to ſerve you. When Oroondateshad re- 
plied to this diſcourſe, the Queen fell again to threats, 
and pour'd forth the moit violent and furious words 
againſt Orontes that her paſſion could put into her 
mouth. Oreon4ates, knowing her impetuous hy- 
mor, went not about to juſtifie Ozoxres to her ſo ſoon, 
but giving way to her impatience, he onely ſaid, that 
he hoped the ſucceſle of that adventure would prove 
advantagtous to her repoſe, | 

While he was in this entertainment with her, the 
ſorrowful Demetrius wept at the River fide over the 
Tomb of his deceaſed Hermione; fince the time he 
had been able to leave his bed, that had been his ufu- 
al employment, he ſpent almoſt” whole days there, ' 
and as ſoon as the Sun began to caſt his hight upon 
the carth, that deſolate Prince, whom his ſorrows 
had made hardly to be known, went forth of | his 
Tent with a dejected countenance, and a feeble 
pace, and drawing near to thoſe dear aſhes, paid 
them his homage, and ſought no conſolation but in 
that mournful exerciſe; his tears made a ſtream, ' 
which did almoſt mingle themſelves with the waves 
of the River; the embraces he gave to cold ſenflefs 
ſtones would have put life into any thing that had 
been lefſe frozen, and lefſe inſenfible than Marble, 
and his moving complaints might without doubt 
have obtaincd any thing elſe from the gods, ſave the 
return of Hery4ove, The Tomb was raifed with a 
magnificent ſtructure, and upon a plate of Braſs the 
aflicted Dererrins had cauſed an infcription to be 
engraven, which contain'd theſe wor?s, 
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PASSENGER THOU WILT BE CRUEL 
IF THOUEXAMINE'THIS LIFE 
TO CONDEMNTIT. 
HERMIONE WAS ALL FAIR, 
HERMIONE WAS ALL 
INNOCENT. 


ANDIF SPITAMENES DYED FOR HIS CRIME, 
HERMIONE DYED FOR THE CRIME- 
OF DEMETRIUS. 


HE WAS THE LOVER, 
HE WAS THE MURTHERER OF HERMIONE. 
BEWAIL HER DESTINY O PASSENGER, 
AND SEEK NOT IN THIS TOMB 
FOR THOSE PRECIOUS ASHES, 
WHICH CAN HAVE NONE BUT IN THE HEART 
OF DEMETRIUS. 


Thefe ſorrowful entertainments ſetled this young 
Prince in ſuch a melancholick humuur, as made him 
little different from thoſe that have no life at all; and 
the ſociety of his triends, who formerly had found a 
charming ſweetneſs in his, was no longer able to 
give himany contentment ; as all things were black 
in his ſoul, ſo would he have all his clothes, his fur- 
niture, and his arms, and if he jtill bore the god of 
Love upon his Shield, 'twas in a poſture very diffe- 
rent from the former ; before he appeared trium- 
phant, but now helay groveling upon a Tomb, his 
Arrows broken, his Scarf torn from his eyes,and his 
Quiver over turn'd negligently at his feet. The deadly 
marks ofa gricf ſo tender and ſo violent both together 

infecting the ſoul of 7 / vs made him almoſt in- 
capable of executing the functions of his Charge, and 
the day, which wasto be the next before the Battel, 
being come, ſcarce was he able to go with the other 
Commanders into Oxyartes his Tent, to take and to 
give Orders in ſo important a neceſſity. There it was 
that the Princes met together to diſpoſe of all things 
againit that bloody deciſion of their fortunes, the term 
whereof was already ſo near at hand ; when they had 
receiv'd anexact account from al] the Officers touch- 
ing the condition of their force, they began to deli- 
berate in what order they ſhould draw them up for 
the Battel, and reſolv'd fo put all Fhings in ſuch a rea- 
dineſs that day, that they might have nothing.clſe to 
do but to hght the next ; they employ'd it all both 
careſully and profitably about thoſe matters; the 
field of Battel was viſited from ſide to fide, and ma- 
ny Commanders of both parties meeting in that aQti- 
on, ſaw, and talk'd to one another, without ſhew- 
ing any mark of animoſity in that encounter. After- 


ward they offer'd ſacrifices through the whole Camp, 
and the Princes, behaving themſelves there with 
- much 7eal and affection to the gods, made their 
ſouldiers know, that the- victory was not to be ex- 
pected from their arms, but rather from the will 
of the gods, whom they by aQions of picty ought 


to win unto their party ; The intrails ofthe ſacrificed 
Beaſts were viſited with great care, and with prea 
anxicty , the ſmoak and the flight of Birds were 
riouſly obſerv'd, but though the Sooth-ſayers by 
thoſe ſignes knew the great abundance of blood that 
was to be ſhed, they were utterly ignorgnt of the 
ſucceſs, and could not by any token judge to which 


of the two partics the gods intended the advantage 
of that bloody day. The night was ſpent by the 
ſoldiers in diffterent employments, ſome of them took 
their reft to be the freſher for the toil they wereto 
undergo, othersdrefſed their horſes, others mended 
the detects oftheir arms, and all together prepared 
themſelves for that memorable action which wasto 
be the Decider of fo many Quarrels. 

Scarce did the day begin to appear, when from 
all parts of the Camp the ſound of Trumpets rou'd 
up the faſteſt ſleepers; the morning was fair and clear, 
and the noiſe of all thofe warlike Inſtruments ſeeking 
out the neareſt hollows both in the Woods, & on the 
banks of the River, made the Eccho anſwer with re- 
doubled ſounds, which even in that terrible confuſion 
hada mixture of ſomething very delightful. Theythit 
came firſt abroad ſaw upon Prolowers his tent a Stat 
dard diſplay'd,which they knew to be the ſignal ofthe 
Battel.and among ſo many thouſand men, there were 
few in whom that ſight did not produce contentment. 
Prince Oroondartes being one of the firſt awake, falv- 
ted that day with a joyful cry, and after having calld 
for his cloaths, To day (ſaid he) we are to fight fir 
you Caſſandra, and you ſhall be deliver'd out of Per- 
adiccas his hands,cither for Ar/aces or for Oroondates. 
But (purſued he within a while after)it will neither be 
for 4r/aces, nor for Oroondates ; for you have forl 
ken Oroondares in favourof Arſaces, & you ſhall ſee 
Arſaces fall by the hand of Oroondares, As he ſpake 
theſe words,he leap'd out of bed, & ſcarce habe be 
gun to put on his cloaths, but he call'd for his arms 
Ler's ſec(ſaid heYif tn this long idieneſs I have not for- 


got which way toput on 4 Curaſs, & if with the Fre- 
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. yerea preſent Lyſemachus had made him, and the 


| Vings, and all his plumage were richly gi't, and 


foore of black and white Feathers ſet thick with ſpan- 
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-, Thaye not alſo loſt the Theory of the firſt profeſſi- | 
_ pres” my - ww deſtined, He was ſaying thus | 


of 


{QU . | 
_ = with the firſt) cameinto his chamber, and | 


iter her Prince Lyſimachus, Eumenes, Hyonens, Tari- | 
les,and many others. Oroondates praiſing their dili- 
gence, and particularly the Queens, 7 ſhculd biuſh, 
Madam,(faid he)ro ſee my ſelf out-ſtrip*d and haſtned 
on by 4 Lady to go fight for my own intereſts, if you 
were not the divine Thaleltris, who both in peace and 
war hath all manner of advantaves over us, The mo- 
1196s of my ailig ence (replyed the Queen) deſerve not 
1 be envied by any body, and my revenge lies too near 
mheart to hope that it will allow me a moment of quiet 
p,Then Lyſimachus putting into their diſcourſe, / 
have ſeen your enemy, (ſaid he to the Queen) azd both 
the ſht of his face, and that of bis gallant attions, 
hath begot in me an affeition and an eſteem for him, 
which could make me wiſh, that ether you were leſs 


revengeful, or that he were well diſpoſed to ſatisfie 


1 ſatisf.ution (anſwered T haleſiris) is in the 
poiut of my ſword, and in the blaod of that faithleſs 
nan, I wonldit pleaſed the gods, Madam, (added 
Ororndates) that he might be found innocent, and 
that 1 were able to contriwnte to your repoſe,by the beſt 
part of that little I have left. The Queen to whom 
this diſcourſe was not very pleaſing forbore not how- 
ever to anſwer it with much civility, and in the mean 
tine Oroondates his arms were brought; They 


workmanſhip of the admired Zyperion; formerly 
they had been Zepheſtion's, who having given them | 
to Lyſimachus after their reconciliation, he thought 
he could not put them into better hands than the 
Prince of $@g/4:4's. 

His ſhoulders were fir{t incloſed with a Cuiraſſe 
of Damaſcus ſteel, ſo excellently teniper'd, that it 
was proof almoſt to the molt dangerous weapons, 
and inrich'd with a graving worthy tne hands of its 
famous Artificer, heightned with gold by marvel- 
ous induſtry, and ſpreading it ſelf in leaves over all 
the Cuiraſſe with a pleafins and skilful confuſion : 
from the body of the Cuirafſe upon baſes of cloth of 
gold hung plates of the ſame ſteel graven in tne ſame 
manner, which reach'd al:noÞt to rhe knee, ending 
with Taſſe!ls of ,gold-twiit interwoven with Pearl; 
thoſe which (coming forth of the Lyons mouth up- 
0 his ſhoulder) fell over the fleeve of his Cafſock 
were wrought and beautified on the ſame faſhion,and 
thoſe of his Buskin which covered from the middle of 
his leg unto his toe, were all ſuitable, and gliiter'd 
equally with the poliſhing of the ſteel, an4 with the 
gold which ſet it off ; his good Sword hag at a little 
gold Chain, which ſeem'd to come out of the mouthes 
of two ſmall antick heads of go!d before and behind 
is Cuirafſe ; and when he was fitted with all the 
reſt of his Armor, Toxaris cover'd his head with a 
Cask,whereon the workman had ſet forth the utmoſt 
ef his skill; beſides that the graving was more deli- 
cate, and the poliſhing more beautiful, the forepart 
fit was adorned with an Eagle; whoſe out-ſtretch'd 


from the hinder part there roſe a little pipe of gold, 
out of which came a long ſprig encompaſſed with a 


ples.& In this habit. with a lofty walk, and a garb 
which breathed forth nothing but war, he went out 
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cen Thaleſtris(whoſe cruel paſſions had wa- | 


ofthe Tent with his valiant Companions.At the door 
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ſtood ready a brave Cappadecian Horſe, which En- 
menes had ſent him, except Bucephalns there had not 
been ſeen one better ſhap'd, nor of a more advanta- 
geous ſtature, his co'our was black, ſpotted all o- 

_ ver with white ſpots in ſo great order, as made that 
to be ſuſpected for art which procecded onely from 
nature; his tail ſwept along the ground,and his main, 
which fell confuſedly over his ſhoulders, came wayh- 
ing looſely down be!ow his knee. O-00ndares being 
got lightly. upon his back, and having tried him be- 
fore his companions, with a skill, vigour, and grace 
that was peculiar to him alone, armed his right hand 
with a {trong Javelin, and upon his left arm took a 
ſhield little-different from that of Telamor”s ſon, and 
which perchance would have made any other arm 
but his ſunk under its weight ; in the midſt of it was 
repreſented a Cupid, who trampling under foot a 
great many trophies of arms heaped up together,was 
invironed with ſtorms and flaſhes of lightning ; in his 
right hand he held one of thoſe Bolts which Fupirer 
alone is wont to dart at guilty heads, and near him 
were theſe words written in the Scythian tongue; 
Nothing againſt Love. In this equipage Oroonda- 
tes would have appeared little different from Aars 
him(elf.if arid{t thatwhichwas terrible in him he had 
not. had far more ſweet and lovely features, than 
thoſe we commonly ſee in the Pictures of that 
god of Battels : Nor is he much unlike him in 
the Fight, Woe be to them that ſhall oppoſe his 
force this bloody day, each blow of his carries a 

,certain death alung with it, and his hand makes the 
molt ſoveraign herbs to loſe their vertue. He 
marches in the midit of theſe valiant friends toward 
t1e place where the Troops were a'ready drawing 
up, according tothe orders reſolved on the day be- 
fore ; there he found Prolomeus, Craternus, Antigo- 
us, and the reſt, all buſie in the duties of their ſe- 
veral Offices; But though that day the Army by 


| courſe ſhould have been commanded by Prolowens, 


he divelted himſelf of all his authority amongſt his . 
friends, and would needs have them ſhare equally 
with him in the honours of that action; It began 
with Sacrifices, which were redoubled with a moſt 
ardent devotion, and then having taken a light re- 
palt,all the Officers retired to their charges; and pla- 
ced themſelvs at the head of thoſe forces they were to 
command. 

The Army was divided into four bodies,the weak- 
eſt of which was of ten thouſand Horſe,and twenty 
thouſand Foot ; the firſt was given to Prince Or007- 
aates,compoſed of Egpprians unter the command of 
Cleomenes Lieutenant to Prolomens, of $ yrians under 
their valiant Prince Laomedon, of Lydians under the 
brave Alexander their Soveraign, and of Cylicians 
under the obedience of Philor as. At the head of theſe 
and by the ſide of Prince Oroondates the valiant A- 
mazen placed her ſelf, having on the ſame Arms in 
which ſhe had done the former actions, and fo viſibly 
breathing forth revenge, that ſhe almoſt caſt. tage: 
through the bars of her Helmet; ſhe was deſfirou8d: :- 

Fght that day by the Prince of Scy:hia, ani was ac- 
companied in that deſign by Oxyaares'T yridares, Tiy- 
oneus, and Pharnabaſus, Prince Oxyartes com- 
manded the ſecond Body, in which were firſt the Ba- 
Grians and Zogdians, undcr Cephes the ſon of Arta- 
baſus, he himſelf having been conitrained by all 
the Princes to forbear the Battel by reaſon of 
his age, and onely to afſilt thoſe with his coun- 
ſel, whoſe youth made them more fit for ation; 
ZZ 2 next 
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next thoſe of Armenia under Phrataphernes,thoſe of 
Hercania under Philippus,and thoſe of Meſopotamia, 
under Archeſilaus, Thoſe that accompanied Oxyarzes 
were Mythranes, Leoſtenes the ſon of Artobarzanes, 
Lyſander and Piſiſtratus the ſons of Phrataphernes 
and Archeſilaus. The third Body was led by brave 
Emnmenes, who under him had -the Cappadocians, 
and Paphlagonians, thoſe of Thracia, Pont, and 
of the Boſphorus, Lyſimachus his new ſubjects, and 
thoſe Arabians and Africans that were under the obe- 
bedience of Prolomeus. At the head of theſe Forces 
with Eumencs were /MenelausProlomens his brother, 
Leocaris and Dioxippm the ſons of Mentor, and Tra- 
fil the brother of Menander. The laſt Battalion 
marched uneer the great Polyperchon, conſiſting of 
fifteen thouſand Macedonians, brought by him and 
Craterus,of Phrygiansthe ſubjeQs of Antigonu, and 
of 1!lirsans led by Callicrates the fon of Philoſas; Po- 
Iyperchon had with him his ſon Alexander, Democha- 
resand Cleobulus, and (the moſt valiant as well as the 
moſt beautiful of all) the diſconſolate Demerrim ; for 
all his looks were pale and wan,one might ſee in them 
an eagerneſs to fight, and though he marched with a 
ſorrowful countenance, it was not at all the leſs reſo- 
lute; for his uſual courage, being improved by the 
deſire he then had to dic, thruſt him on to the per- 
formance of miraculous atchievements; his arms, 
his Horſe, with all his furniture were black, and that 
weeping god of Love did ſo wellaccompany the fad- 
neſs of him that bore it, that it gained him the compa- 
ſon ofall thoſe that beheld him, To every Battali- 
on there were fifty Chariots arm'd with Sithes, and 
fll'd with Archers, which were to march in the front; 
thoſe of Droondates, commanded by Oxydares, thoſe 
of Oxyartes by AMythranes, thoſe of Eumenes by 
Menelaus, and thoſe of Polyperchon by Eleobulia ; 
This was the diſpoſing of the Army, in which Zy/z- 
wichu, Prolomens, Craterus, and Antigonu,would 
needs be exempted from any particular command, 
that they might be at liberty to go any whither, ac- 
cording as occaſion ſhould require. Before the Ar- 
my began to move, ſome ſpics came in from the E- 
nemies Camp, who inform'd the Princes touching 
the order of it, and from them they received an ac- 
count as followeth. 

Perdiccas, whether it were upon intelligence of 
the manner of the Princes drawing up, or for ſome 
other reaſon, had like them divided his Army into 
four bodies of between four and five and thitty thou- 
ſand men at the leaſito each of which he had appoint- 
ed two Commanders of-equal authority. Perdiccas 
and his brother Alceras led the firſt, compoſcd of the 
inhabitants of both the /Zedraes, ſubject to Alceras' 
and Acropates ; of the Suſtans under Sinus, and of - 
the Babylonians under Penceſtas, The ſecond was 
commanded by: the Valiant Selexcs and the great 
Arſaces, in which were the fifteen thouſand JZ«ce- 
donians that followed Seleucu his Colours, thoſe 
' Batrians and Zogdians that obeyed Scythers and A- 
mintas,and the Parthians under Andiagoras and N1- 
canor.The third march'd after Caſſander, and the Va- 
lorous Oronres,confilting of fix thouſand Argrraſpides 
under their Leaders, Antigenes and Teutamus; of 
Cariansthe ſubjects of Caſſander and of Lycians and 
Pam; bilians under their Prince Nearchus, The laſt 


was under the conduG@t of Leonaru and Neoprolenus, 
and in it werethe inhabitants of Perſia, and thoſe. of 
the leſſer Phryg:a their Subjects, they of mount 
Caucaſus under Axiarchus, the Pelaſgians under | 
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Arthous, and under Stratanor the Drache; and 4; 
eans. | 
They had three hundred Chariots of Wir com. 

manded by = and Amnta, and rank'din an 
der little difterent from that, in which the Pr 
had placed theirs. Theſe two potent Armies we 
thus diſpoſed, came at the ſame time from the places 
where they were encamped, and advanced e ual 
into that ſpacious plain, which lay betwcen 

Campes. They were no ſooner within ſght, by 

they ſaluted one another with horrible cries,and a(h- 

ons which vilibly teſtified the ardour that cartigg 

them on unto the Battel ; as they drew nearer toge. 
ther the fierceneſs of their hearts redoubled, thei 
anger grew more inflamed by ſeeing their-Enemie 
and their Officers were hardly able to keep then 
from ruihing on diſorderly to the fight ; when they 
were come within a certain diſtance, they were com. 
manded to make a ftandto receive the laſt orders,and 
then the Generals riding by the head of every Battz 
lion, ſhewed themſelves to the ſouldicrs, and with 
fiery exhortations infuſed courage even into the faint 
cit of them all, | 
Oroondates appearing with that Majeſty and Srace 
which was inſeparable from his mcaneſt actions, ſet 
forth all the eloquence the gods had cndowed him 
with, to inſpire Valour into his men, and paſſin 
from one diviſion to another with admirable ſwik. 
neſs, not much unlike a flaſh of lightning, kindled 
all hearts by his words and preſence. He had ne. 
ver been ſo great, nor fo handſome in the eyesof his 
faithful Araxes, asat that time, and the Arizen 
Queen, who eaſed him as much as poſſibly ſhe was 
al lein the dayes of his command, could not behold 
him in that condition without admiration. Lyſime- 
chus and his valiant companions were no leſs full 
of bufincſs, and when they had ſct all things in 
the reacineſs they ought to be, and that they 
neither could, nor would longer retain the eager- 
neſs of the Souldiers, they choſe the places where 
they meant to fight themſelves, and remembring 
in what order the Enemies were drawn up, they 
wentan put themſelves ſeverally at thc head of the 


four Battalions. Zyſrmachs took hi: place near 0- 
roonaates, who received him with demonſtrations of | 


joy worthy of thcir fricndſhip, Antigonus neat 
Oxyartes, Prolumer near Eumenes, and Craterw 
near Polyperchon, As ſoon as they had thus diſpo- 
ſcd of themſelves, they commanded the Trumpets to 
give the laſt ſignal, That dreadful, yet pleaſing 
noiſe of ſo many warlike inſtruments, reſounded a- 
long the banks of Exphrates for many furlongs, and 
preſently after, the ſpace which ſeparated. the two 
Armies, began todecreaſe, and ſuch an infinite num- 
ber of arrows were let fly from cither ſide, that they 
could hardly find free paſſage to the marks they 
were aimed; hundreds of men lay groveling in the 
dult, and hundreds of horſes fell under their maſters 
at that firſtmanner of 5ght,but within a while it alter- 
ed form,taking another much more hideous & bio 
dy ; the ſquadrons and diviſions cloſed ro handy- 
blows, but their valiant leaders deſiring to have the 
honour to begin the charge, advanced mutually be 
fore their Troops,and ran at one another with an ant 
moſity, which proceeded from a higher interelt tha 
that of their Commands. 

Oroondates ani Lyſimachus knowing Peraic- 
cas and Alcetas, by the intelligence they had re- 


ceived concerning the order of their Battel, and by 
| many 
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 9wehim, but Perdicca and his horſe came tumbling 


I the body, and Liftander cloven from the ſhoulder 
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ay other marks, thundred upon them with an im- 

touſneſs which admits of no compariſon, and the 
valiant A114%0” made a furious charge again{t Pex- 

4; Pay me (cried Orovondates to Peraiccas ) pay 
=_ life which I have ſaved thee twice, Let us 
= ( ſaid Lyſtmachus to Alcetas) Let us fight for 
Wl, Theſe words received no anſwer, nor 
were they heard bone amidſt the cries and noiſe of 
that encounter, but they were cloſe followed by 
deeds, and theſe ſ1x V aliant perſons {truck one ano- 
ther with their Javelines, and ſhocked each other 
vith their ſhields, with equal courage, but forces 


thing different. | 
ey I reel'd in his ſaddle at the blow Perd:iccas 


oether to the ground. Lyſtmachw lolt his itir- 
win _— ſtroke x, Alcet as,but he took him out of 
ti ſaddle, and threw him headlong into the. dult, 
and the Valiant T haleſtris made Peuceſta fly over the 
crupper of his horſe, among the feet of thoſe that 
vere about him. Al the advantage of this firſt en- 
wunter being on our Princes fide, their party ſo- 
emniz'd it with a joyful cry, and from that glorious 
beginning, drew happy preſages of the victory, 
Theſe diſmounted Princes were preſently environed 
by many of their men, who oppoling the fury of 
their Enemies, ſet them again on horſeback, and 
their gallant Conquerours not being able to Force 
that reſiſtance, turned their blows another way, and 
bytheir example made their ſquadrons fall-in pall- 
mall among the Enemies. Thenit was that the earth 
tecxme covered with dying bodies, and that the face 
fall things grew diſmal and terrible. The Armed 
Chariots made great {laughters on both ſides, the 
Feyptians and Medes, the Syrians and Baby'onians 
fling together with an equal confuſion, The firit 
huadrons having beguu the Battel, the ſecond made 
their charge with the ſame fury : Arſacesranat 4:- 
tiponus, and Seleuc:25 at Prince Oxyartes, but Ox- 
yartes had the worit againlt Selenczzs, and Antig onus 
ws overthrown upon the earth, by the redoubted 
hand of 4r/uces 3 by the ſame hand preſently after 
fel Lifander, and Piſiſtratizs, the ſons of A cheſs- 
ley and Phra: aphernes, Piſiſtratus was run through 


tthe breaſt ; their deſolate Fathers were preſent at 
that ſight, and ruſhing both at the ſame time upon 
tim that had lain their Children, aſſaulted him with 
ce; full of rage and reſentment, but fortune was ad- 
eſe to them, and their Genius was inferiourto that 
of Arſaces, for Archeſilaus had his hand cut off 
wtha back blow, and Poraraphernes was ſo forci- 
bly encountred, that he came over with his horſe, 
ad lay without ſence or motion. W hile Arſfaces 
ſrives by ſuch aCtions as theſe to repair the diſad- 
mntage the firſt body had received by the Valour of 
Orondates and Lyſimachss, the third and laſt Bat- 
tlionsmarchon unto the fight, and charged with A 
ferceneſs no way inferiour to their Companions ; 
he encounter of Prolomers, and Enumenes, with 
Cofſinder, and the Valiant Orontes, paſſed without 
ay great advantage on cither party,for though Pro- 
bmew loſt one of his ſtirrups by the ſhock of Oron- 
er,Caſſander loſt both his by that of brave Enmenes. 
Craterus and Polyperchon fought with more equality | 
%ainſt Neoptolemus and Leonatus, but all thoſe that 
Ppoſed the young Demetrius, who had taken his 
Place in this laſt body, felt both the weight of his 
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mixture of Squadrons and Battalions, diſorder and 
confuſion quickly were accompanied with wounds 
and horrour, giving diſmal ſhapes to all thoſe ob- 
jects, which a few hours before appeared molt 
pleaſing and delightful ; the ſlaughter was ſo univer- 
al, that in all the Battels which had ever been fought 
under D4ri5,0r Alexander, Death never had reigned 
with ſo abſolute an Empire, as that bloody day : if 
the Parthian fall by a Syrian Javeline, the Syrian is 
lain by the ſword of a Lucian, and the dying Hir- 
canian drags the Pamphiliarn along. with him,blood 
hasnot only made the earth loſe its colour in the 
thickeſt of the fight, but flows in purple ſtreams, for 
many furlongs round about; the Chariot had in the 
beginning done great execution, but at laſt the Com- 
manders on both ſides, thought beſt to give place to 
their impetuouſneſs, and killing the horſes as they 
paſſed, made them equally uſeleſs to one another, 
After that all the ſeveral diviſions were engaged, the 
Generals being no longer tyed to keep with their 
particular Battalions, where they hardly were any 
longer obey'd,went freely into all places, accordins 
to the ardor that tranſported them. Oroondates and 
Thaleſiris ſought every where for Ar/aces and Oron- 
res, andthe furious Prince of Scychia frunning from 
one 1quadron to another, made the name of Ar/aces 
reſound whereſoever he went; his Enemy was n6 
leſs impatient, nor leſs induſtrious to find out him, 
but the obſtacles that were in their way, retarded 
the execution of their deſires, and to break through. 
them, they did actions that ſtruck terrour into all 
thoſe that Jooked upon them, and that are as far be- 
yond beltefas above expreſſion. Oroondates, which 


| way ſoever he turned himſelf, left bloody marks of 


his paſiige, when Caſſanders two brothers, 1olas 
and Ph:llippzs preſented themſelves before him, and 
would have oppoſed his fury,as a damm at the fall of 
an impetuous torrent ; they charged him both at the 
ſame time with two blows, which ſcarce made any 
print upon his Arms, but the fierce Prince of Scyrhia 
requited them with two others, which being given 
by a more vigorous hand than theirs, produced ve- 
ry diflerent effects, 

Tolas was laid along, having his ſhoulder run 
through with a thruſt, and with a back-blow Philip. 
ps his cask and his head within it, were made to 
rowl together upon the graſs ; they that faw the fall 
of theſe two young Princes, and knew their quality, 
ran with loud cries to take revenge ; but Oroondares 
broke through them with the ſame fury, and before 
their eyes, flew Theagenes the ſon of Python, Ari- 
ſtocles the brother of Pexuceſtas, and made Antice- 
nes, and Teutamw, Commanders of the Argiraſps- 
des, to tumble breathleſs among the horſes feet. 
By theſe prodi2ious feats heat laſt opened himſelf a 
paſſage to Arſaces, ani with a loud voice defied 
him to the encounter, when he on the other fide had 
new diſpatch'd Tra{lizs and the unfortunate Tyrida- 
Fes, 

Theſe two great Warriers knew one another by 
theircryes, and by the actions they ſaw each 0- 
ther do, yet before they could get together, Oroox- 
dares cleft Ergints's ſons head into two pieces, and 
meetings the Valiant Neoprolems in his way, jult- 
led him with ſo great violence, that he ſent him aſto- 
nizd among the legs of Azſzces's horſe. Arſaces ' 
could not know his Enemy better than by ſuch 
marks as thoſe, ner 6id he anylonger doubt but it was 


mn, and the effects of his grief, Inthis general 


| he, andTeſtifying that aſſurance by a fierce cry, he 


ran . 
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ranto him, holding up his ſword with ſuch an aCtion 


as might have terrified any body but Orooxgares z 
both of them would have ſpoken, but the extremity 
of their anger made them both unable to expreſs 
themſelves, and the confuſed noiſe of ſo many voices 
would not ſuffer them to underitand one another, 
Ptrolomews, Craterns, and Demetrius on the one ſide, 
and on the other Selexcus, Nearchus, and Leona- 
1, with many other-Commanders of each party, 
were preſent at their meeting, and all as witha mu- 
tual conſent ſuſpended their enmity for a few mo- 
ments, to become ſpectators of that furious encoun- 
ter, nor did it any way fail their expectation, though 
the buſineſs was of no long continuance. 

The two enraged Warriers, whoſe thoughts 
were not upon the defenſive,cait their ſhields behind 
their backs, and putting both hands to their ſwords, 
lifted them on high into the air, and brought them 
down with the utmoit of their {trength upon each o- 
thers Helmet. At thoſe mighty blows, the two 
ſwords flew into a thouſand pieces, their Creſts 
| were beaten off, their casks deeply dinted, and how 
great ſoever was the fortitude of thoſe two gallant 
men, it was not proof ag1init ſo infinite a violence, 
Arſaces bleeding both at noſe and mouth, fell in a 
Tſwound at Se/eucas's feet, and Pro/omwens running to 
Oroondates, ſaw him open bisarms, and fink with- 
out underſtanding from his ſaddle into the duſt. The 
fall of theſe two matchleſs perſons, cauſed thoſe of 
each party to ſend forth mighty cryes, and kindled a 
furiouz combuſtion round about them, Prolomers, 
*Craterns, and Demetrins, ſheltred Oroondates with 
their bucklers; and his faithful 4raxes, who ſtirr d 
not from him, carried him off with the aſſiſtance of 
Hllyaneus, Menclaws, and many others; Arſaces's 
friends did the ſame for him, and then betweeen 
thoſe ſix valiant men there began a Combat worthy 
of more heedful Speators, and of larger roomto 
ſet forth the proofs of their valor with better liber- 
ty. Ptolomers having known Seleucus by ſeveral 
marks, ſpurr'd up to him with a joyful voice, and 
preventing Demerriz, who was going to charge him, 
Seleucus ( cried he ) thy old enemy defies thee, and 
now thouhaſt a brave occaſion to execute thy threatn- 
ings. Seleucus anſwered theſe words only with a 
mighty ſtroke, which Prolomens quickly repay d, 
Crater at the ſame time cloſing with Leonarus, and 
Nearchus with young Demerrius, The bght was 


reaſonable equal between the four firſt, but deſperate 


Demetrius,whoſe grief ſeem'd to have redoubled his 
ſtrength, after ſome few blowes given on both ſides 
with wondrous violence, beat down Nearchus at his 
feet, and turning about toward his Friends, was going 
to make their Victory ſure,when valiantOrontes came 
up unto that place. He had made himſelf remarla- 
ble that day by a thouſand Actions of an admirable 
Valour, his Arms were all beſmear'd with blood, 
and he was hardly to be known but by that famous 
device of the Heart torn with Vultures, which had 
yet retain'd ſome part of its wonted figure ; he be- 
ſides divers others had ſlain young Pharnabaſus, and 
the two unfortunate ſons of Aentor, and had lefr 
creat Polyperchon, and his couragious ſon Alexan- 
der halfdead upon the ground. As he came necr to 
theſe brave Combatants, he ſaw MNearchas fall, 
and deſiring to make amends for his diſaſter, he clave 
the throng of thoſe that oppoſed his paſſage, and 
- ruſh'd forward unto Demerrius. That young Prince 


who knew him by his ſhield, and who formerly up- 
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on the bank of Euphrates, had been croſſed in U 
deſign of meaſuring his ſtrength with his, receiy' 
him gladly, and advanc'd before all his Compy 
ons to meet him ſingle ; they by ſome blows give 
with little inequality, had begun to ſhew each ohe 
proof of their $ggprocal Valour, when Lyſracky 
open'd himſelf #Harge 'way thither with his ſor. 
he was {till wet with the blood of 1icazor, Con. 
mander of ſome of the Parthians, of Apiarchy f 
Citron the ſon of Acropates, of Tydew Nephew 
Perdiccas, and many cthers whom he had lefthit 

the earth, and ſeeking to enhaunce his glory by ney 
Defeats, he no ſooner knew Oroxtes's ſhield, buthe 
came up cloſe -to Demetrizs , ſaying, Leave thi 
Combat to me Demetrius, we began it once ale. 
dy, and I was challeng'd by Orontes when we pit 
ed. Scarce had he ſpake theſe-words, when anothe 
cried out, The death of this faithleſs man belongsty 
me, and none of you have right to diſpute it with ne 
Orontes was not at all diſmayed at the number of tis 
Enemies, but defiring them all together, Come, 
liant ren (ſaid he) come all of you together aſſau 
this Life, which 1 ſhall be well enou 2h able to defend 
againſt you,and if you be not aſhamedof this ineque 
lity, let's get our of this crawd to make an end of aur 
Combat, As he brought forth-theſe words, he flewuy. 
on them like a Lion, when preſently amongſt hisE, 
nemies he knew the revengeful Thale&ris, who 
more eager than the reſt, had at laſt obtain'd the place 
ſhe ſought before them. That ſight benumm'd 6- 
rontes's courage, and in a moment froze his gallant 
reſolution. O! Woman (cryed he) art thin net wes 
ry with tormenting me ? and caſting bis ſhield behind 
his back, he took, Sanluary amongſt bis Friends 4 
gain#t ber fury, and againſt her ſight, which he coull 
not indure, Thou flyeſt Trayior ( cryed the inraget 
Queen) thox flycſt from a Worndiis Sword, but know, 
this Viltory would not be fo ſhameful to thee, a the 
perfidiouſneſs thou art guilty of. She ſaid theſe words 
purſuing him, and overthrowing all that oppoſedhe 
paſſage. Acropares to his mifortune happen'dtoke 
in her way,and the deſperate Queen whoſe force wa 
doubled by her rage ſlaſh'd off his body at the walt, 
leaving one half in the ſaddle, while the other tun- 
bled among the Horſes feet. C/eon the ſon of Strats 
nor loſt his life by her conquering hand, and Liar 
der the brother of Andiavoras had the ſelf ſame 
ſtiny. Perdiccas, and his brother Alceras werehart 
ly able to ſtop her fury. Perdiccas had that day done 
many Actions of a knowing General, and of a 
liant man, for though there were very few that coul 
ſurpaſs him in bghting skilfully with his own hard 
there were yet fewer that could equal him in expett 
ence to command an Army ; he by Orders often ſet 


ſonably given, and by his prudent diligence, had mt 


ny times upheld his party, and had that day kepttit 
Victory in equal ballance. The eds, Pan phil 
ans, and Carians began to yield a little to the forct 
of the Eg yptians, Thracians, and Cappadecians, Wl 
the ſtout Argiraſpides did with miraculous efle(is 
ſuſtain and fruſtrate the Attempts of the moſt wit 
like Pbzlanxes, they utterly defeated the Lyaiai, 
Arabians, and Phrypians, and with jultice carried 
away the glory of having preſery'd their party 
that Battel, Orooxdates and Arſaces were already tte 
covered out of their ſwounds, and though they tht 
had taken care of them, uſed their endeavoursto g# 
them into their Tents; it was impcſſible to perſwac 


them toit, each of them inquired what was bean! 
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-- Fnemy, and not being able to learn any thing 
- ary rh up other ſwords among[t the heaps 

Jead bodies, and \vere gotten again into: the 
-hickeit of the fight, more fierce and terrible than be- 
tre, twas to the misfortune of many gallant men 
that they return'd into the Battel, *and the rage that 
dirr'd them up was fatal to many Warriors, whoſe 

owels deſerv'd a better deitiny. Thy courage, O 

brave Amincas, could not preſerve thee from falling 
under the blows of Orvondares : nor could the good- 
neſs of thy Arms, O valiant Philoras, detend thee 
tom the ſword of fierce Arſaces; Theſe two re- 
Joubted Warriors ſlew many other famous Captains, 
1nd ſeeking one another through the midit of blood 
and ſlaughter, would ſure have met again if the day 
would have allowed them time. All things then were 
ng molt horrid form, the number of the: dead ex- 
ceded that of the living, and the field was covered 
with great heaps of bodies, from whence ran {treams 
of blood that emptied themſelves into the River; the 
fouldiers were no longer obedient to Command, nor 
knew the perſons that commanded, and both ſides 
were ſo eager to de.troy thoſe who had been for- 
merly their Companions, that night was hardly a- 
ble to put an ob{tacle to their fury, But forits arri- 
val,both Armies had been totally defeatcd, and 'twas 
not till it began to grow dark, that after many fig: 
nals to retreat, the broken Squadrons began to rally, 
Neither the Prince of Scyrh:4, nor the brave Ar- 
faces, didat all contribute to that care, which their 
particular animoſity made them wholly remit to 
their Companions. A£At lait the execution ceaſed, 
the ouldiers began to gather to their Co'ours and the 
Field remained almoſt equally to both parties. This 
victory ſo ob{tinately diſputed ,de.larcd not it ſelf ab- 
folutely for either,nor could they that day know their 
loſſes, or reckon the number of their dead ; but each 
Army having rallied as. well as was poſſible in the 
dark,retired into the place where it was incamp'd be- 
fore. Theſe objeQs wou!d have been diſmal to behold 
ifdarkneſs had not at that time made them inviſible ; 
among thoſe that retreated with their Coramanders, 
divers were hurt, and many others ſorely wounded 
came ſoftly behind, or rather crawl'd without any or- 
derafter their fellows,and a very great number were 
left among the ſlain, who not yer quite dead, lay with 
groans begging the aſſiitance of their dearcit friends, 
by whom they ſaw themſelves forſaken in the nighr, 
add intheir utmoit extremitics. 

Our Princes were no ſooner come into the camp, 
but they ſaw the Ladies in great perplexity coming 
forth to meet them. Aparta, Arſinoe, andthe ret 
having pat the day full of deadly apprehenfions, 
recetv'd their Husbands with open arms, and ſcarce 
would ſuffer them to get into their Tents before they 
begun to pull off their Armour, and look upon their 
wounds. By good fortune none of the Princes had 
Uy that were mortal; Orcondates, Lyſtmachus,Proe 
lomezs, and Demerrins had ſome few; ' but ſuch 
lght ones, that they could hardly be perſwaded to 
keep their beds for them the next day.Antig onus was 
nthrough the ſhoulder,and braveCraterx through 
tie thigh, Polyperchon was wounded inthe head,and 
the right arm; the Amazon Queen, Orxyar- 
tes, and Eumenes had no hurt at all, but of all the 
her Commanders very few were free - part of 
the night was ſpent in drefſing them, and the remain- 
was given to reſt, and in many quarters of the 
Army, to the cries and complaints of thoſe who had 
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loft their near Friends or Kinſmen in the Battel. The 
next day there came Meſſengers from Perdiccas, 
who demanded a Truce of the Princes for fix dayes, 
to bury the dead, and dreſs thoſe that were woun- 
ded of both parties. It preſently wasgranted, and 
they on eitherſide ſent without delay to view the field. 
There it was they met with objects worthy of com- 
paſſion, and then their lofſes began ro be known by 
the computation of the dead,and by the remainder of 
the living ; the Princes found they had loſt above 
fifty thouſand men, and on Perdicces his fide there 
were ſlain above threeſcoreand ten thouſand, among 
which divers were very conſiderable on each party, 
one that of the Princes were Philoras, 4rcheſelaus 
and his ſon; Piſiſtratus, Pharnabaſm, Traſillus, Ty- 
r14ates, the two ſons of enter, and many others, 
who for their quality and vertue were lamented by 
the whole army. On the other, Amintas, Nicanor, 
Axiirchu, Philippms'thebrother of Caſſander, A- 
cropates, With his ſon, the ſons of Erigizz, Python 
and S:7atanor, the brothers of Penceftas, and An- 
aiagoraus, 'Perdiccas his nephew, and a great num- 
ber more, whoſe loſs was no ſmall affiiction to their 
party.All that day was employed in carrying them off 
which their friends did with grevious lamentations, 
and of the bodies of common ſouldiers, they made 
great heaps with their arms to burn them, ſince by 
reaſon of their exceſſive number they could not give 
the konour of Burial to every one in particular, That 
order was executed the day following, and many of 
the Commancers were preſent at that Ceremony,the 
ret knowing their Forces to be much diminiſh'd, 
were buſie 1n ſettins men on work to fortifie their 
Carp, to make their Lines deeper, and draw new 
ones in places which they had before neglected, 

Theſe were the general employments,but thoſe of 

O: condates, Lyſiwachus, and Thaleſtris were very 
different, and they had particular afflitions, beſides 
thoſe they ſuffer'd with the: reſt for the death of their 
men, and for ſecing themſelves deceiv'd in their ex- 
pectation of an abſolute victory. Lyſimachus ſaw 
his Lopes further oft than before, and his Princeſs a 
Captive till the concluſion of a war which he thought 
to have made an end of in one day. Oroondates with 
the ſame cauſe of grief, had others alſo which violent- 
ly tormented him, and was not more afflicted for 
the Queens captivity, or for the uncertainty of her 
concition, than to ſee that 4rſaces had eſcaped his 
Revenge, and was triumphant over his ill fortune ; 
he had learn d by many, who yet bore his marks, 
how after their ſeparation he return'd into the fight, 
where he did a thouſand aCtions, which ran with ad- 
miration over all the Camp ; this knowledge added 
an emulation to his former jealouſie, which did not a 
little aggravate his ſorrows, and ſometimes caſt him 
into ſuch ſtrange Reſolutions, that had he not been 

hindred by Araxes, Lyſimachus, and many others, 

he would inſtantly have gone to ſeek Arſaces,” or 

Death in the middle of his Camp. Ah! hand (faid 

he) thou which in occaſions of lejs importance haſt of- 

ten ſerv'd me with ſucceſs ;, feeble hand, why azaſt 
th.u fail me at this time of need, andleſethy ftrength 
againſt wy chiefeſt Enemy ? Heretefore thou wou'dſf 
have made my Sword find paſſage throwgh that daring 
heart where Statira zs ſeated, or if ther hadſt born 
any reverence to her image, thou certain'y would” ſt 
have thruſt it threngh all thoſe othir parts where 
death can peſſib'y cnter, He ſpake many other ſuch 
like words.and after having row! d a thouſand _ 
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ral imaginations in his fancy, the laſt Reſolution 
was, to challerge Arſaces to a ſingle Combat as ſoon 
as the Truce was expired, and todecide his Diffcren- 
ces with him once for all in fight of both Armies. I! 
Croondates was thus tormented, Thaleſtris was 
rack'd with a far greater violence, and the perſever- 
ance ſhe found in Oronres to uſe her ill, had brought 
ſo great a rage, that ſhe was, utterly uncapable of 
any relt : all that her firſt reſentments had made her 
think or ſay in former times, was full of gentleneſs 
and moderation, in compariſon of theſe lait motions 
of her fury, wherewith the was impetuouſly tran: 
ported.Ile ſeek thee(/aid ſhe)Montter of ingratitude 
Ile ſeek thee in the middeſt of a hundred thouſand 
ſwords, and ſpite of all the obſtacles that can oppoſe 
my lawful indignation, I with a thouſand blowes will 
{tab that black perfidious heart of thine ; thou ſhalt 
' but vainly fortifie thy ſelf with Guards, and with 
Entrenchments,againt the rage of an incenſcd Lover, 
and the paſſion that guides me ſhall make way 
through all the powers of earth, to thy deſtruction, 
Theſe wild thoughts made her of ſo unſociable an 
humour, that ſhe could no longer abide the company 
of thoſe perſons whom ſhe conſidered moſt, and 
knowing it was hard for her to avoid it by keeping 
within doors, ſhe put on her Arms, and forbicding 
even Hyppolita to follow her, ſhe mounted on horſe- 
back to go entertain her cruel melancholy out of the 
reach of all humane converſation, and not to return 
again till darkneſs had overſpread the carth, She had 
been gone but a little while, when Oroonaares, who 
was made ſenſibly concern'd in her afflictions, came 
into her chamber to viſit her, and to intermix his Dil- 
contents with hers ; LZyſimachus and Prolome came 
in preſently after him, and all of them together, tav 
ing learn'd of Hyppolica in what manner the went a- 
way, fear'd leit the violence of her Reſentments 
might have carried her to ſome ſtrange Reſolution, 
and deſiring to preventth-e effect of it if they could 
poſſibly, they ſent for their Arms. and Horſes, went 
with Hyppolita the ſ:me way ſhe had been ſeen to 

N, 
At that very time, ſorrowful Demerrizz, whoſe 

grief made him as'much an Enemy to company, as 
' Thaleſtris, was got on horſe-back with a deſign like 
hers, and in the gloomyeſt and remotelt places, 
ſought things conformable to his penſive humour, he 
was Þ averſe from all conſolation, that he fled from 
thoſe that itrove to give it him, and only the remem- 
brance of his Hermione, made up the whole em- 
ployment of his thoughts; he named her every mo- 
ment, but never named her without tears, and in all 
his actions there was ſomething ſo doleful, and ſo 
moving, that it made even the moſt infenſible things 
tobe ina manner concerned in his affli-tions. Her- 
mione ( ſaid be ) whether doſt thou now remember 
me as thy murtherer, or as thy lover, and which is 
moſt powerful in thy memory, my crime, or my 
affection ? I killed thee, and I lov'd thee, bur if I 
have not forgotten thy laſt words, they contained a 
pardon for thy death,. and an acknowledgement of 
my love ; thy goodneſs appeared in the late(t minutes 
of thy life ; but Hermione, I ought not to abuſe it, 
and Demetrius 15 not at all the leſs guilty, becauſe 
Hermione is merciful. Theſe tears which I give thee, 
ought to be ſeconded by all this bloud, which filial 
duty keeps ſtill within my veins; but ſince my hands 
are forbidden to follow the in{tigations of my love, 


receivethat from my love alone, which they are not | 
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allowed to give thee. He was talking to himſel 
this manner, when coming near unto a Way whi | 
led to 5abzlun from ſome neighbouring Villa oy - 
had an encounter that diiturbed his ſolitary =_ 
ment, He ſaw three men on horſe-back complea 
Arm'd, bghting with their ſwords drawn, vg4; 4 
one {ingle man on foot, who difputcd his —_ 
a molt generous relijtance, Beſides the three tha 
were upon him, there was another dead at his fer 
and to keep himſelf from being aſſaulted behind, he 
had ſet his back againit an Oak; two women wa 
preſent at that Combat, who by all their aQions w 
{tified they had an exceeding great intereſt in the lf 
of him that fought for them ; but he was extreme! 
wounded, and lo weak, that at Demetrius his ne, 


val his life was in a manifelt danger. Demerriy 
p 


who was generoſity it ſelf, never ſtood confiderins- 


what he ſhould do in that occaſion, but ruſhing at the 
three men with a loud cry, conſtrained them to turn 
head againſt him, though ſo unfortunately on thei 
part, that the firſt of them who came to meet hin 
tell dead upon the graſs with the firit ſtroke he receiy. 
ed from the ſword of Dewerrizz, When he hid 
done that execution. he ſlaſhed at the Cask of one 
of the other, and having cut the ſtraps of it, left his 
head quite bare, and without defence. 

The ſtranger who fought on foot, had no ſooner caf 
his ſight on the face of that Eneiny, bur liſting up 
his eyes to Heaven ; Great gods! ( cried he )how 
juſt are you, to reſerve the death of wicked 4ſtiages 
to me ! At theſe words, without remembring his 
wounds, or conliderin the advantage his Enemy had 
by being on horſe back, he quitted his tree, and flew 
at him as fiercely asa Lion; 4/t:ages made ſome 
blows at him again, and ſtrove to trample him under 
his horſes fect, but he received the blows upon his 
ſhield, and having avoided the ſhock of the horſe, 


cloſedup to Aſtrages fo fortunately, thar meeting 


with a plyce not defended by his cuiraſſe, he r:n his 
ſword quit? through his body, Aſtrages fell dead, 
witha {tream of blood in which he began to welter, 
and his Enemy ſecing him fall, turned toward Deme- 
tr1145, and with the remainder of his ſtrength wentto 
render him part of the aſſiltance he had reccived from 
Eim ; but he ſtood not inany necd of it, for his Ene- 
my not having dared to withitand the weightineſs of 
tis blows, had already taken flight to ſave- himſelf, 
The ſtranger full of acknowledgement, was goingto 
give him thanks, when he ſaw the Ladies, for whom 
he had fought, coming toward him, then leaving her 
which appeared to be the chief, and whom the gods 
had favoured with an admirable beauty, and addrel- 
ſing himſelf to the other that accompanied her, Dear 
Alcione ( ſaid he )Thavelived long enough, {ncel 
have been able to do you ſome ſervice betore 1 dit, 
and that I have ſacrihz-d the diſloyal 4/trages, unt9 
the Gholt of poor abuſed Theander, As hebrought 
forth theſe words, he would have gonenearer to her, 
but his weakneſs prevented him, and made him fink 
down preſently at the foot of a tree. Alc:one rall 
to himin an excecding great trouble ( while Dem 
tris being come near to the Princeſs Berenice, & 
deavoured to re-afſure ker, and demanded new oca- 
ſions to ſerve her; ) but O gods ! how great was 
her aſtoniſhment, when after ſhe had uncovered his 
head, ſhe ſaw the ſace of Clronimus ; his abſence had 
ſolittle worn out the Idea of it, that it was alwayes 
preſent to her remembrance, nor found ſhe any dill 


Culty to diſcern tt ofe features, in the amidit of bloud 
an 


S 


ma —— + > 22> = DB _ © 5 iz, ; 5 


TW 


= S 


- 3 M- 


Rook . V. 


wah TOSS 4p 'O L&C Gantt. ART. Batoadttucct " 
PREY: > Os abs ES 4 EET "PO oe PTY "POET ok 
FE BY LL we: es Ts ORE SE Hoe Eo ale od, a 


fr RES OY a tots EE 
- 8. RE EI 77 " 
WE 4 % 


! 


in) palenels, which were ſo deeply ſettled in her 
reart, tt would be very hard to expreſs how infinitely 
he was ſupriſed at this adventure; the firſt marks 
whercof Were CriCs, wherewith ſhe drew Berenzce 
ind Demerr +5 toher. She pronounced the name of 
Clenims TWICE Or thrice, with a voice which ſhew- 
ed agreat deal of tenderneſs, and not daring to follow 
he fir't motions of her aftection, in the preſence of 
thoſe perſons that lo9ked upon her, the left her eyes 
the care to expreſs it for her, and to excecuze that 
ghich decency by a cruel conſtraint forbad ; in this 
fence her face changed colour ſeveral times, and her 
Fons wer? ſo plainly written in it,that 'twas but in 
-\n ſhe held her peace to conceal them, The Princeſs 
Rerenice, who knew the {tory of her lite,and who by 
at natural goodneſs which accompanied. the reſt of 
her vertues,had taken an interelt in her fortune, lear- 
1d the cauſe of all her tranſports, by the bare hearing 
of Cleonin:is his name, and forgetting the greatneſs 
ofher birth, to follow her charicabte inclinations, ſhe 
nedown by her, and gave her all the aſhtance ſhe 
could receive in ſuch a Iike encounter, Inthe interim 
Cleonims, having al'owed ſome tine to Alcrones a- 
foniſh nent, and converſed with heria that mute lan- 
mge,which repreſented their thougat without any 
:feation, broke ſilence firit, and putting forth his 
hand to her with much reſpect. Couſzz (ſaid he) you 
alaft ſee Cleonimus agarr, wor: his ill fortune bant- 
ed from you,and whom his good fortune has brought to 
ie thus near you ;, how great ſocver the diſtance that 
has parted 1s hath been, you have ever been preſent to 
remembrance, and that remembraxce which brings 
mebackin ſpight of my former reſolutions, is an effect 
if my deſtiny, and of the jaſtice of the gods.They pro- 
lnged my life 17 thoſe ſorrows that have perſecuted it, 
for no other purpoſe, but to reſerve the end of it, ei- 
ther for your ſervice, or for Theander's revenge, and 
the concluſion of it conld not be more pleaſing tome, 
than to die at Alciones feet, after havins ſucrificed in 
her preſence, the cruel Author of our common miſe- 
ries. Diſpoſe now, (continued he lifting up his eyes 
toheaven) O gods, diſpoſe now of my deſtiny when you 
will, and if I cannot die innocent of the loſs of The- 
ander, and of Alciones mfortunes, at leaſt be pleaſed 
that this blood, which I moſt freely give them, may 
ſerve in part to expiate my faults, Cleonimus ſpoke 
onthis manner, while Alc:one did all ſhe could to re- 
ſettle her inwarJ diſturbance, and called to her cou- 
rage for aſitance to ſupport the preſent condition of 
her fortune. The firſt motions ſhe had felt at the 
encounter of C/conim:zs, began to give way to her 
prief for the eitate he was in, and ſcarce had her heart 
begun to receive ſome touch of joy, for the recove- 
ryof 2 perſon that was ſo dear to her, when by a 
cruel capricio of fortune, ſhe ſees the ſame perſons 


le reduced to extremity ; nor could ſhe longer re- . 


tain her modety within thoſe limits which her ſeveri- 
tyhad preſcribed it, but by a beſecching look beg- 
png pr don of the Princeſs for the lib:rty the took 
nt her preſence, ſhe embraced Cleonimus with tran- 
lports of that afſeRion, - which as innocent as it was, 
tad produced ſuch fatal effects, and ſ.nding a {tream 
dftears {rom her eyes, which for ſome yeare palt 
heke:n their uſarl ſources, ſhe ſhewed, that nei- 
their time, nor the accidents of her life. had made any 
Meration in thoſe pure and con'tant inclinations ſh2 
tadto hin. Dr Cleonicaus (aid ſhe with a voice 
mMerrupted with 52hs ) you are come back, at laſt af- 
tr an age of avjc 1:00 wich bath coſt 1: ſo inany tears, 
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but if you are come back to die, Ah! Cleonimus? 
how cruel is your return to miſerable *\cione ? if life 
were unpleaſing to you, you ſhould have died far from 
my eyes, without aggravating, by that killing fiobr, 
thoſe eruclgriefs which ſince her loſs, and your depar- 
ture, have made a continual war againſt her. 'T was 
or Cleonimus hrs blood that was due to Theanders re- 
venge, and to Alcione's repoſe ; the blood of Aſti- 
ages was enough for both, and you ill repair thoſe in- 
nocent faults whereof you accuſe your ſelf by loſing 4 
life for Theander and for Alcione, which was ever 
aearer to them than their own, Theſe wounds (con- 
tinued ſhe looking upon them, and endeavouring to 
ſtanch the bloud) rbeſe cruel wound; are mine 4 well 
a yours, and if you ſtill bave any part of that friend- 
ſhip which once you bore me, you ought not to put mine 
to ſo cruel a proof, nor force me' to confeſs that it is 
ſtrong enough to make me keep you company in yeur 

rave, | 

The effect theſe words produc'd in Cleonimm, ap- 
peared preſently in his face, and not being able to 
diſſemble the conſulation he receiv'd by them, Dear 
Alcione (ſaid he) if ie pleas'd the gods that I might 
live, I would not pray to them for death, and though 
my mufortunes have made me deſire it, I cannot hate 
my life, if 1 am ſtill beloved of Alcione z Heaven ts 
my witneſs, '115 in that felicity alone that mine was e- 
ver bonnded, and though my thoughts, for all their 
innocence, have drawn its anger upon my head, I am 
not able to repent them; I was infinitely indebted to 
Theander, but 7 believe [ have pay'd his memory all 
that he could expe(t from a friend like Cleonimus; for 
his ſake, I uſed a cruel violence upon my moſt power- 
ful inclinations, 1bani(h'd my ſelf with a great deal of 
perſeverance, from a place where I left the better 
part of my life, and if 1 contributed to his death by 
my ill fortune, I maypreceſt before all the gods, that 
the extremity of my grief for it was ſuch, as never was 
capable of any conſolation, except this you now have 
given me ; yet ſhall it make no alteration in my 
thowhts ; and though the gods ſhould have ſuffered my 
life to continue longer, this knowledze of your friend- 
ſhip ſhould never have given me ary deſire, whereby 
Theanders memory could be offended : he ſo well de- 
ſerv'd your whole affeftion. that I fhould be more cri- 
minal than Aſtiages, and Bagiſtanes, if Iwould dif- 
pute it with bim, and tis happineſs enough for Cleont- 
mus, that you pardon him your misfortunes, with, 
out pretending to any greater aavantage from your 
T0odneſs, While Cleonimus ſpake in theſe terms, 
Demetrius, who in thoſe ſad diſcourſes found ſome-. 
thing conformable to his condition, and who, by that 
reſemblance believ'd himſelf oblig'd to love thoſe mi- 
ſerable perſons, had with much charity aſſiſted Alct- 
one to bind up Cleonimu his wounds, and being de- 
firous to get him remov'd from the place where he 
Ivy,roſe up to look for ſome body to help him in that 
intention ; but ſcarce had he gone halfa dozen iteps, 
when paſſing by Afti.:ges, he by ſome groans he 
heard, perceiv'd he was not yet quite dead; this 


avs, who was drawing to his end, lifting up his eyes 
with much ado, W hoſoever thou art (faid he, with a 
feeble voice)whetherFriend orEnemy,for Gods ſake 
let me once ag :in ſec thoſe Lacies I have fo much of- 
fendel, that before I'dye I may ask them pardon for 


| Aſtiares his words,and returning to the Princeſs Be- 
AAA renics 


FRY 


knowledge made him go nearer to him, and 4ſti- 


tne injuries I have done them. Demerrizs,whoo fall. 
men living was moſt ſenſible of pity,was touch'd with 


P 


JIE n & < fan Xue rh ko a rea 0 
4 , - FS Tae” £ m $ os of Wo 2 y , LOO LE GT” be * # 
- ea nd nes rs RS Be 
: * Os fs as 5 g 


xenice, beſought her to grant him the favour he de- 
fir'd. Berence, who was all goodneſs, and who 
evenin another condition would not have refuſed par- 
don to the molt cruel of her Enemies, roſe from the 

round where ſhe was ſitting,and 4/c:one quite mol- 
fea with Aſtiages his repentance, would have fol- 
' lowed her, but that ſhe durit not forſake Cleoninu, 
who was in lit:lc better caſe than 4jt:ages. He ſoon 
perceiv'd it, and not being willing to rob his Enemy 
of that lait ſatisfaction, Go Madam, I beferch you 
( ſaid he) be generoms to the very utmoſt, andin 
granting Altiages the pardon he defires of you, obtain 
chat which Cleonimus deſires of him; if it had plea- 
ſed thegods to give his crimes a lefſer puniſhment than 
death, I ſhould have been very well contented with it ; 
and becauſe he is penitent, and tht he is Theanders 
brother, I could have wiſh'd their juſtice had mad: 
uſe of another hana, 1heſe words oblig'd A'crone 
to leave Cleonimus for ſome few moments, leaning 
again(t the foot of an Oak, and drawing near A/t:- 
ages with Zerenice, ſhe found him 1n the very pangs 
of death, yet had he time to ask tn:em pardon for 
what he had done agoinit them, with ſo great teilt- 
monies of repentance, that thoſe 'generuus perſons 
forgot all their injuries in a moment, ar.d were very 
ſorry for his misfortune ; but when he had learn'd it 
was by Ciz nin his ſword the gods had ſent him 
the recompence of his crimes, he lift up his hands and 
eyes to Heaven, and ſtruggling againit his weakneſs, 


O you revenging Divinities, (cried he) b*w adiaira- | 
ble are your judgments, and how well do you teach , 
mortals by my example, that it ts irpoſſibl: to ſave | 
themſelves from you | Cleonimus, whoſe hfe 1 have | 


aſſauited, and whoſe vertize I bave perſecuted by my 


treacheries and calumnies, comes intothe world again 


fer no other end but to execute your juſt decrees, and 
you have reſerv'd the puniſement of falſe Aſtiages to 
Cleonimus alone, whereas. you might have brought it 
upon bim a thouſand other ways, Aſter theſe words, 
turning his looks upon Alcione, Alcione (aid he ) 
for I dare not call you Siſter,ſtuce bymy Treacheries I 
fo unwerthily have violated our Alliance, if ny re- 
pentance had been but ſome few moments before my pu- 
niſhment, I would have offered it fo you for ſowe part 
of the ſatisfattion I owe unto Theanders bloud, but 
ſince it comes folate, I can hope for no pardon of my 
infid:lities from you, ner from my brothers Ghoſt, no 
nor fromthe gods themſelves ; I die therefore with an 
acknowledgement that I bave deſerv'd it, and that 1 
was the wickedſt of all men living to perſecute ſuch 
vertuom, ſuch innocent perſons, as Alcione and Cle- 
onimus ; 1 give my life to both for the reparation I ow 
them, and if by the loſs of my blood, I can waſh out 
of my memory any part of thoſe ſpots wherewith it 15 
ſtair'd by the bloud of Theander, 7 ſhall depart the 
wor'd without complaining of my deſtiny. As he 


made an end of theſe words, he was taken with 
Convulſions, wherein he died happy in the end of 


PE . > dew £4 A "I edn Ent < 
" : z $5 IF 
$4 


CASSANDRA 


T he End of the Fifth Book. 


- 4.4 IE ; x 
« ON BITTY 4 68. 3 Fans F533” 
ps £9 As ox ke - bo RE e 
. Ges tn La 
TORE 


© OS 
- ©; IR 


Part, Il | 


his life, thathe was pitted by thoſe, who of al the 
perſons of the world, had greateſt reaſon to deteſ 
him. Alc:one without doubt would. have Raig lon 
ger by him, if the remembrance of Cleoyiny, hat 
not puil'd her away, but ſhe was hardly come back 
to him again, when ſhe ſaw certain fouldters, whom 
Demetrius had call'd, end who having from hin 
lcarn'd'the need t:.cre was of their afliltance, offer 
themſelves willingly to carry .Cleonimm unto Pu. 
:01”s houſe, and preſently going about that office 
lifred him eaſily from theplace where he lay,and too 
a path which was not unknown to Alciove, As 1, 
as they were upon the way ſhe kept cloſe to Cleo, 
1m1uz, With ſuch a tender preſſing carc, as madethe 
Princeſs Berenice know it was not without ſome ap. 
pearance of Reaſon, that ſhe had formerly been fx. 
pected to have had a particular afteCtion to him. D.. 
wetriue went by the Princeſs Yerence, but none gf 
them would get on horſeback, becauſe tncy hadfy 
little a way togo. Derethrires conſidered Berenuc's 
beauty with an aftoniinent, which was cafie tohe 
obſcrv'd in his fa:;,and though he hai ſecn therare} 
in the wo1'«., icarce could he call any thing to mind 
that was equal toit He diſcourſed with her a whilein 
thoſ2 terms of civility which he uſed generally ty 
thoſe of her ſex, but as ſoon as he heard by Alcion 
that ſhe was the Princeſs of Sc3:h7a, and the filter of 
great Orooadates,he cait himſelf at her feet, and with 
profound ſubmiſſion, begg'd pardon for thoſe faults 
which his ignorance had made him to commit. Bere- 
ice abuſea not his humility, but with a graceful 
ſweetneſs, which were inſeparable from her word; 
and actions,cxpreſſed her acknowledgements to him, 
and made him quickly ſee ſhe was worthy to be ſiſter 
to ſuch abrother as Crcondares, With theſe Enter- 
tainments they arriv'd at Polemons houſe, where while 
Alcione tokes tare to get Clconmus Crefled and lay 
to bed,and while her whole Family was affeCtionate- 
ly joy'dat her return, that of the Princeſs of Scythia 
being heard by the Ladies that were in the houſe, 
they came all to wait upon her, and with admiration 
beholding the fiiter of a man, whoſe vertue they ever 
adorcd, and whoſe perſon they infinitely eſteem'd, 
they found in hers as great occaſions of aſtoniſhment, 
as in that of the Prince her brother. Apariu, Hr 
ſiene, Cleone, and the reit,. kiſſed her hands withex 
cceding great reſpect, and ſhe repay'd thcir civil 
tizs with ſuch an obliging affibility, as was wont to 
win the hearts of the moit inſenſible perſons. Aﬀer 
ſome ſhort Complements, ſhe inquired for the Prince 
her brother, and hearing that he was wel], and tut 
they believ'd he was in his Tent, ſhe, moſt joyfuld 
that news, intreated the Princeſſes to excule the po 
wer of her love,which pull'd them from her. her from 
them for a while, to viſit that dear brother ; but they 
offer'd to keep her company, and ſoall of them going 
out of Pole:ons houſe, went together to Groondates 
his Tent, 
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out of the Camp, with a deſire to retire from 

all manner of company as much as poſſibly ſhe 
wuld, and ſufferigg her ſelf to be guided by her cru- 
epaſſion, ſhe ſonght out the wildeit, and moit ſoli- 
tay places, toentertain it, Never was ſoul ſo vio- 
kntly agitated with ſpight and anger, nor ever did 
the ſenſe of any injury inſpire ſuch bloudy Reſoluti- 
ns; all her firmneſs of mind, and all her ordina- 
ry moderation vaniſh'd before thoſe cruel Enemies 
ofher Repoſe,and the Bacchides,inſtigated by the fu- 
m of their god, never in their Orgyes appear'd more 
ferce than ſhe, nor more tranſported.If formerly ſhe 
fought for Orontes to puniſh him as a faithleſs Lover, 
ſhe now runs on to kill him as a Traitour, obſtinate 
in his Treaſon; and in the impetuous motions of her 
hatred, ſhe judges the moſt cruel deaths too caſic, 
and too light for her ſatisfaftion, AZedea, after the 
gratitude of her diſſoyal Husband, was not ſo furi- 
0us,nor eager to take Revenge,and all that ſhe exe- 
cated againſt him, ſeem'd mild,and indulgent, to the 
vndicative Amazon, 


: the mean time, Queen Thaleſtr;s was gone 


I will invent (ſaid ſhe) new kinds of Piniſh- 


ments, that ſhall. be as ſlrange as thy perfidiouſneſs ; 
and the rage into which thou haſt caſt me, wil! make 
me ſtudy out new Torments for thee , "twill be but a 
ſnall matter to, tear that faithleſs heart out of its 
place, after having ftabb'd it with a thouſand blows, 
andto give that Body for a prey to Vu'tures, which 
laves ſuch a baſe diſloyal foul, I wil' prepare for 
thee, O Tyore, 1 will prepare ſomething of greater 
Trelty, and thou ſhalt know at the laſt groans of thy 
wetched life, that deſpair can teach even the gent- 
(þ natures inhumanity, She was talking thus unto 
herſelf, when her Horſe, to whom his Mitſtreſſes 
icep thoughts had given a more than uſual liberty, 


, arried her into a very pleaſant valley; ſhe for a while 


followed the bank of a little brook, which glided a- 
'ong upon certain ſmall ſtones with a delightful mur- 
mur, and was inſenſibly led by ſome ſpirit towards 
afountain, from whence it took 1ts ſource. She was 
Oe reaſonable near it, when lifting up her head 
vithout deſign, ſhe ſaw a brave black Horſe tyed 
(0a tree, and a large ſhield hanging by, upon one of 


tie branches, The Amazon had nut much curiofity | 


| 


yet paſſing near the tree, ſhe could not chooſe but 
calt her eye upon the ſhield ; at firſt ſhe believ'd that 
her imagination decetv'd her ſenſes, bnt having fixed 
her ſight very heedfully upon it, ſhe no longer could 
doubr but that it was really that terrible impreſs of 
the Heart torn in pieces by Vultures, nor make any 
queſtion but that it was the ſame ſhield which ſhe 
thrice already had ſeen borne by the hand of the faith- 
leſs Oronres, Atthis aſſurance ſhe made a ſudden 
ſtop, like ſome young ſhepherd that had troden upon 
an Adder in the graſs, and looking in an extream 
trouble round about. her, ſhe ſaw the Maſter of the 
Horſe and Shield lying afleep by the ſide of the Foun- 
tain, Then inſtantly a cold ſweat with a general ſhi- 
vering ſeiz'd upon her whole body,and the greatneſs 
of her ſurpriſe was ſuch as hardly left her any ſenſe or 


underſtanding ; the bridle dropp'd out of her hand, - ' 


and ſhe ſcarce had ſtrength enough to keep her ſelf in 
the ſaddle. That he might take breath more freely 
in his ſleep,he had put up the Beaver of his Cask,and 


the diſtance was not ſo great but thatT haleſtris quick-- 


ly knew a face the air whereof was ever preſent to 
her fancy, what were then the firſt thoughts of this 
furious Princeſs, and what ſtrange motions were 
ſtirred up in her heart by this encounter, ſo unex- 
pected and fo ardently deſired! ſhe would have 
been very much puzled to expreſs them her ſelf, and 
her a{toniſhment had brought her to ſuch a paſs, ts 
deprived buth her mind and body of their ordinary 


functions. - At laſt the force of her courage diſperſed 


theſe weakneſſes, and anger ſucceeded in the room 
of that perplexity, which ſcemed to have abſolutely 
poſſeſſed her Soul ; ſhe now beneld Oronres-with an 
cye ſparkling with rage, arid wrath, and no longe 
doubted but that the gods, to perform their promiſe, 
had delivered: him up to her reſentments ; nay, that 
neglect they teſtified of his life, made her believe 
they had ſentenc'd._ him to death themſelves, and in 
that thought caſting a look toward heaven I were un- 
juit,great gods (ſaid ſhe) if | ſhoul ! now complain of 
you,and if Iſhould not acknowledge how exactly you 
have kept your word, Z+p:rer thoti god of Hoſpitality 
and thou great Deity of Love whom thisTraitor hattt 
ſo unworthily abuſed,receive the victim which now I 
offer ro your ſitizfaCtion. The ſpeaking of thee words 
Aaas 3 ve 


s + 4 5 © 4 
by EINE, 
8: £5 44 bb” 


32-4 


the drawing of her ſword, and the leaping from her 
horſe were all but the ſame action in Thateſtris ; ſhe 
baniſhed all her tenderneſſes, and all her apprehenſ*- 
ons, and with an eye which ſpoke.the deed the was 
going about.itept forward to poor9r9nres,whg deep- 
ly buried in ſleep, waited for his deſtiny without re- 
filtance ; ſee, there thou lieſt, O generous man (laid 
ſhe, darting a fiery look at him ) thou lieſt expoſed 10 
the mercy of this woman whom thou doſt diſdawn ;, and 
lifring up her_ arms, ſhe was ready (without doupr) 
to have poem hen a mortal ſtroke, when ſome ggod 
angel itatd her hand, and in that very moment repre- 
ſented to her, that without an eternal infamy, ſhe 
could not take away the life of one afleep. 1W:r 
thou, O Thaleſtris (faid that charitable Genius) wel: 
thou diſhonour thy ſelf by a baſeneſs that never had 
example, and canst thou not kill thine Encmy 
withort joyning ſhame to thy revenge ? waken, waken 
this diſloyal man, thy vittory over him 1s certain, and 
thy trenzth is not ſo unequal to his, but that with the 
Juſtice which thou haſt on thy ſice, thou mayeſt confi- 
dently hope for a favourable iſſue of the Combat, 
With this thought ſhe was going to have waken'd 
him, but preſently another came into her mind, 
which made her change her reſolytion, Jf thou a- 
waten't him (ſaid ſhe) andif thou givest him time 
to put himſelf in a poſture of defence, hel fly from 
thee as he has done twice already, and fo thou wilt leſe 
this occaſton of revenging thy ſelf,, which perhaps thou 
mayeFt never recover while thou live$#t; beſides, theſe 
conſiderations of henour are no longer Jeaſonable, cr 
neede#t thou ſtick at them for an Enemy of this na- 
rure, Thu Traitor has Stijfled them ail un his perftdt- 
ouſneſs, and by thoſeinjuries he hath done theeyhe hos 
violated all manner of rights,and all themoſtholy and 
ſacred lawes whatſoever ; Waken nothing therefor ec, 
O Thaleftris, but thy juſt indignation, and lay this 
Traitor in an everlaſting ſleep. She then was lifting 
vp her ſword again, but atthe ſame time ſhe heard 
Oronres ſigh, and.caſting her eye upon his face, ſhe 
ſaw ſome tears find paſſage between his cloſed eye- 
lis, and heard him mutter ſomething. in his ſleep. 
Leave me ( ſaid he )) leave me, -incon{tant wo- 
man. 

At theſe words pronounced with a mournful voice, 
the Queens ſword fell out of her hand,and her reſo]u- 
tion was little {tartled, then ſhe look'd upon his face 
a little more earneſtly than ſhe had dore before, and 
obſervedin itall the features of her !ovely and dearly 
loved Orirhia ; that remembrance wrought a ſtrange 
violence upon her reſentments, ard in part abatcd the 
. fierceneſs of her animoſity. All the moſt winning aQi- 
ons that O-:thia had done for her in her whole life, 
thoſe tender proofs of love ſhe had given her,both be- 
fore and after her diſcovery,as well by words accom- 
panted with an unreſfiltable grace, as by moſt admi- 
_ Table deeds performed in favour of her, came at that 
time thronging into her memory ; ſhe repreſented to 
her ſelf her lovely impoſture upon the walls of FLr;- 
ney, and in the Chamber where ſhe had flain Zect-y- 
zZanes, ſhe farcied her in thoſe diſcourſes ſo full of 
love,and in thoſe ſweet converſations ſhe had former- 
ly had with her, and when that whole 1dea was pcr- 
feftly retourn'd into her mind, Now, ſirce it is ny 
dear Orithia (ſaid ſhe) ſo /ovely, ard jo rerderly be- 
loved,can I be able to take «way her fe ? Ah! ro wy 
band, thruſt rather this reverging Steel into wine cn 
breaſt, than into the boſom of n y ſweet Oritl.ia, there 


thogdray ?ft fird ber flill,as fairhlcſs as ſhe is, ard 'ths 
': -  F0 | : 
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there only that thou oug ht'ſito give her ameorty] 
Thale(tris ſhall never Li Orithia with any uh is 


er Find 


of wonnd, and if ſhe be guilty of any inficelity tuwark, 


her, ſhe ought to punzſh ker [elf alone, for nut hays 
been lovely enough tq ablige her to an eternal cong, 
cy; let my Orithia live then. ſince Thaleſtris Miva 
capable of givins her aeath, and let only Thak. 


 ſtris dze;ſince ſhe bas wor been able to deſerye Orithi, 


fiqg/ity. Thaleſtr 5 coptinucda while in theſe com. 
peſſionate motions ; btit if the remembrange of g, 
ronteg his firit aftions mollified her, that of his lg 
k ndled her anger with a greater violence, and mags 
all thoſe thoughts of love and pity vaniſh, 41 
Cowardly T haleſtris, (faid ſhe again) by what v. 
worthy motives dost then ſiffer thy ſeif tube tranſpa: 
ted, and what a meannefs u this of thine, to call 1 
thing to mind, that can ſpeak to thee in favur of ty; 
Monſter of perfigiouſneſs? This Orithia whem tha 
excuſeſt, 'and whow thou repreſente$t unto thy fel 
ſtill amiable, 15 that ſaw.e Orontes, who after Paving 
abandoned thee to deſpair, diſdains thee, ard fu 
thee with contempt, and with indignity, ard yl 
even in his very ſleep can utter nothing of thee but ix. 
jrrious ſpeeches ; "11s therefere that ſame Orontes thy 
muſt diegbut I will nor ſuffer his ſleep to rob we of pg 
cf wy revenge, I mean he ſhall fed the deaththay| 
will give him, andikelaſi minutes of bis life ſhall 
employed in hearing my la$t refgroaches, She ſettled 
in this final determination, and for fear Crone; 
ſhould get away as he had done before, ſhe'ſtept to 
the horſe, and cutting the reins of his bridle, turned 
him looſe, and ſo deprived his Malter ofthe mearsty 
make uſe of him 

Aftcr this precaution ſhe came back to him, ard 
ſpeaking aloud to awaken him, Re ( ſaid ſhe) 
The ſudden noiſe of theſe 
words waken'd Crexres inaftart, and liſting up his 
bead,he ſaw one ſtanding by him with aſworddayn 
and ina threatning polture. The apprehenſion he 
had of fo unexſpected a ſight, made him get up 
haſtily, and pulling out his ſword to deſcend himſelf 
againit that Enemy, Wheſoever then art (aid he) 
perchance thou haſt waken*d me to thine own deſiritii 
073 but ſcarce had he caſt his eyes upon Thaleftry, 
when he knew her,the beaver of her Cask being tall 
way up. 

This unlucky encounter troubled him excecdingly, 
and lettirg fall the point of his ſword, he rctiredthree 
or four ſteps in haſte, crying out, Wi't thou torment 
me for ever, woman, whem I abhor a thou'and 
times more than dcath ? I will never ceaſe to torment 
thee ( rep'icd the Queen) till thou ceaſeſt to hive; 
and the end of thy torinents is now come with the erd 
of thy life. She acccmpanied theſe with a blow, 
which Orontes warced with his ſword, and flying at 
him with a blind impctuorſneſs, forced him to ſeek 
his ſafcty among ce1tain trees. Deferd thy (eh, 
baſe Coward (cried ſhe) and think net I will takethy 
flight to proceed frem ary remairder of reſpcd 
to me, thy treachery, and unworthy uſage are 3 
thouſand times more rel than ory reFſtarce thou 
covld'tt make, ard thorgh thy ſword ſhoule cut one 
ſrem the world, twould only Frifh w hat thy perfct 
ouſneſs kath ſhameſully begun. As ſhe ſpoke thek 
words ſhe ran head!crs aſter him en.crg the trees, 
with ſo much fury and ſucdcrneſs, that ſhe reducs 
him to a nec{ſſty of citter ending vpen his defence, 
or {cttirg himſelf be kill's Pow great ſocvcr hisMa- 
tredwas toT halc #15; Fe ccv'd never reſolve jolt his 
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hand againlt her, 


frm ſtop, and preſenting his breaſt to the furious 

neen, Srribe cruel won! (ſaid he) /trike the heart 
which 1 had blindly given, and fence thou art fo eve | 
rreamly thirfty of this blovawonich [ ſo often have ſhed ' 


'r thee, takes take this life which by thy ſhameleſ; in- 
lhries thou haſt made more odious to me than that 
death thou feriveſt to vive me; I meet with no new 


thing in this thy cruelty, nor ought { to think it : 


anve that thou wouldſt drive me out of the world, 


EEE 
after having forſuken me w:to fo wuch baſeneſs, and ' 


with ſo much infamy. Tos ſoul, which thou ſo ob- 
inately endeavour ſt t9 bamſh from this body, will 
dart from it unſtzin'd and clear of thoſe infudeli- 
ties thou upbraid'ſt me with © and thine, after hav- 
in7 dyedir ſelf quite black by the moſt ignominious 
if all crimes, 041 add nothing to its foulneſs by cruel- 
ty and murther. Do not remember 1 am that Oron- 
tes, who gave himſelf to thee with ſo perfect a reſtgna- 
tion, and to whoa thou diajt promiſe thy je f entirely 
pith ſv many oaths, and ſo many proteſtations, but 
bok, upon me 4s Orontes, avſulutely changed, and 
441 Orontes, who not being able ro banijh thee out 
of bis memory keeps tne there for no other end but 
to bate, and dereſÞ thee ;, I cou'd acfend my life 
again(} tee, if thou bait left ze any love of it, and 
this negiett 1 (hew of my own ſafety, comes neither 
from the love 1 formerly vore ther, nor from any con- 
ſuderation I bave of thy ſex, but meerly out of con- 
rempt of that which thou would'ſt take away. 

Orontes had all the liberty he could defire to pro- 
ſzcute his diſcourſe, for from the time he began it, 
the Queen was in a manner ftrucken with his words, 
and had hearken'd to them without interrupting him 
ſo much as by the leait motion of her body.1n this 
diſcourſe, as bitter and violent as it was, ſhe with 
ſome tenderneſs heard the tone of her O-7th:.4's voice, 
and even in the mid?it of his moſt ſharp and {tinging 
words, there reſounded ſomething ſo ſweet, and fo 
effectually moving, that ſhe could not be Miſtriſs of 
that compaſſion which fought ia her heart again!t her 
cruel reſolutions ; yet found ſhe,to rhe great aggra- 
v:tion of her ſorrow, how firmly Oroxres perliited 
In hating, and abuſing her with Reproaches full of 
dignity an4 this afſurance kindled her anger a- 
freſh, which before was a little abated, and itirr'd 
up her defir:s of Revenge more violently than ever; 


ſhe waver'd yet a while in theſe irreſolutions, and 


perchanceat laſt they woulZ have been fatal to poor 
Orontes, if they had not heard a noiſe of Horſes, 
a which,looking abour they ſaw themſelves inviro- 
ned by Prince Oroondates, Lyſtmachus, Prolomens, 
and Hippolica, Oroordates inſtantly ſeiz'd upon the 
Queens ſword, and having eaſily taken it away by 
reaſon of the trouble he found her in, he caſt his 
eyes upon Orontes, whoſe face he preſently knew in 
ſpite of a ten years abſence;not but that time and his 
lſcontents had made a great deal of alteration in it, 
but his heing in that Country which he had heard. his 
ams which had been deſcrib'd to him, and the fight 
of this adventure put him clearly out of doubt. His 
ateion began to work {trongly in him at the en- 
counter of thac Prince whom he had fo dearly lov'd, 
adnot being able to difſe.nbleit, Parion me Ma- 
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and b-:ing weary of fying ſo long 1 and running to Orontes, he embraced him with great 
toſave 2 life which he no longer car.d for, he made a 


; demonſtrations of friendſhip; Oroxtes return'd his 
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dm, (ſaid he to the Queen) if I cannot forbear to | 


mbrace your Enemy, an believe that the gods have 
bron- hr me hith-r © make him loſe that ng ne and 
Quiity, With theſe words he diſcoyer'd his :tace, 


} 
4 
4 


kindneſſes with ſome amazement, but when he had 
tix'd his eyes upon his face, and that he had a little 
recovered the features which time had almoſt worn 
out of his remembrance, his aſtoniſhment was be- 
yond compariſon, and retiring a ſtep or two to clear 
his doubt, Sir ( ſaid he )isit you ? Yes Couſin, ( an- 
ſwered the Prince )doubt no longer of it, I am Oro- 
ondates, He had hardly got out theſe words, when 
Orontes would have caſt himſelf at his feet ; bur 
the Prince took him faſt about the middle to- hinder 
him, and redoubled his indearments , with much 
attection. 

 Orznres received them with an humble reſpect, 
an] when he was got looſe from his embraces, and 
that he was preparing to expreſs the joy he felt for 


| having met him, Oroondates Crew back, and puton 


a more ſerious countenance, Couſin ( ſaid he) let us 
defer this converſation which is not ſeaſonable.in the 
condition I found you in, and in the preſence of this 
Queen with v/hom you have matters of greater im- 
portance. Thave given theſe firlt te{timonies of my 
frieadſhip to your merit, to our near affinity, and to 
the breeding we had together, but now I mult ſpeak 
to you as lam otlig'd by my duty, by my promiſe, 
and by the care I have of your repoſe, and of your 
honour it ſelf. This fair Queen, at my moſt humble re- 
queit, will moderate for a while thoſe juſt reſent. . 
ments ſhe has againtt you, and I will protelt to her 
yet once again 1n your preſence, that if im your in- 
fidelity you have not been betray'd your ſelf, I can- 
not chooſe but be your Enemy. In ſhort O-ontes, 
your perfidiouſneſs ought to arm all the belt friends, 
and all the nearelt kindred you have in the world a- 
cainlt you; and unleſsI will declare my ſelf for your 
crime, I canno longer keep within the terms of our 
ancient friendſhip. 

If 1 loſe your friendſhip ( reply'd Orontes brisk- 
ly ) the loſs will be more ſenfibleto me, than all thoſe 
| have ſuitain'd fince that of this ingrateful womans 
affection ; but though with it I ſhould alſo loſe my 
life, which ſhe proſecutes with ſo much hatred, I 
cannot repent my having abandon'd her, when ſhe 
abandon'd her ſelf fo lightly as ſhe did ; and1 rather 
think it {trange that you ſhould diſapprove my in- 
dignation,fince{(loving vertue as you do ) it is impo- 
ſible you ſhould approve the cauſe of it, and that 
you ſhould preſerve fo much as an eſteem of her 


, whoſe defence you undertake againſt him that has 


the honour to be nearly ally'd to you, I lov'd her 
but too faithfully, and too religioufly, and would it 
had pleaſed the gods that the firſt moment of mylove 
had been the lait moment of my life. I for her had 
loit the-remembrance of all that I had formerly 
lov'd, and even of my very ſelf; ſhe was endebted 
to ime for her liberty, her life, her t:-20ur, and 
I ſhould no way injure modeſty, 1f I ſhould fay I had 
deſerved her aff. tion; nay, ſhe had given it me in 
appearance, and when with ſome kind of jultice I 
hoped for the utmoit proof of it, this ungrateful wo- 
man, to the prejudice of my ſervices, betrayes her 
ſelf unworthily to bttray me, and precipitates her 
ſelf into diſhonour, that ſhe might precipitate me in- 
to deſpair : what would ſhe therefore have of me 
now, and what is the cauſe of that hatred, which 
nothing but my death can ſatisfie ? did I ever. trouble 
her in her new afleions? did I oppoſe the content- 
ment ſhe received thereby, and have I ſo moxrally 
| oftend- Fi 
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offended her by ſeeking that repoſe in baniſhment, 


which ſhe had robb'd me of for ever ? ſhe requires 


my blood; Ah! I would it pleaſed the gods ( con: 
tinued he,turning toward the Queen ) I would: pleaf- 
ed the gods, O inhumane 7 hale/tris, that thou hadft 
ſhed it to the very laſt drop, and that that were the 
moſt ſenſible injury I have receiv'd from thee; after 
my former loſſes that is but little ro be conſidered, 
and thou mayeſt now give thy ſelf a liberty, O bar- 
barous woman, to exerciſe thy utmolt cruelties, for 
they willall be gentle in compariſon of thoſe thou 
haſt uſed againſt me already. 

Orontes had not conſtancy enough to utter theſe 
laſt words, without letting fall a ſhower of tears, 
nor had the Queen patience enough to hear them 
without interrupting him. Come, tell us Traitour 
LE ſhe ) tell us what is that cruelty, and that in- 

delity I have ſhewed thee? let theſe Princes know 
who hear us, and whom the gods have ſent as judges 
of our differences, by which of my actions havel 
been able to deſerve this uſage thou offereſt to a 
Queen, who had committed no other fault but that 
ſhe had given thee her heart too eaſily. Diſcover 
here before the face of heaven, thoſe ſhames and 
thoſe infamies wherewith thou hait reproached me 
both in thy letter, andin thy diſcourſe, and no long- 
er ſpare this woman, who by the loſs of her honour 
has made her ſelf unworthy of thy affections, and 


 willlive no longer after the knowledge of thy calum- 


nies. 

If thy deſpair { replied Oronres ) proceed from 
the death of Alexander, I protelt to thee by all the 
gods, that I contributed notaing towards it, and 
that ifthou hadit lyen whole ages in his Arms,I would 
never have come to pull thee thence ; That gallant 
voyage thou tookeſt to him, to renew that ignomini- 
ous cuſtom thou oughteſt to have aboliſhed 1a favour 
of me, and to begg an inheritrix for thy Crown, be- > 
fore he had any affection to thee ; that voyage I ſay, 
which was the Tomb of thy reputation, was made 
too publickly to eſcape the knowledge of ſuch an in- 
tereſſed Lover as Oronres, and how brave a man ſo- 
ever that Alexander was, to whom thon madeſt that 
]lorions preſent , and that ſhameful requeſt, the 
greatneſs of his fortune ought not to have raiſed him 
in thy heart above 0» ones : if he had ſerved thee, if 
he had lov'd thee, nay,.if he had but ſo much as 
known thee, thy lightneſs would l:ave been more 
excuſeable ; if he had come to ſeek thee in thine own 
Countrey,, if he had wooed thee,if he had made ſute 
for that he had of thee, thy crime would have been 
leſs horrible ; but when he never ſo much as thought 
of thee, to croſs through ſpacious Provinces to go to 
him, to become a Petitioner, and ro embrace his 
knees to profer him that which with juſtice thou 
miphteſt have refuſed him, though he had ſpent his 
whole life in thy ſervice; doeſt thou believe, Tha- 
leſtris, that theſe are light cauſes of affliction, and 
inconſiderable injuries to Oronres ? He would with- 
out doubt have enlarged himſelf upon this inveCtive, 
if from the beginning Thaleris had not grown pale, 
and if within a while after ſhe had not fallen in a 


Theſe words of Oroztes, were ſo cruel to her, 
that ſhe was not ab'e to hear them without fainting, 
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| jealous and as angry as he was, was = 
with a wound, whereof he had no hs he For 
be ever cured, was ſo ſtrucken at that accident ha 
he had neither confidence nor ſtrength to 90 nex 

to her, but turning his looks another way, he lea 
ed his head againſt a tree, the bark whereof k 
waſhed with his tears unto the very foot, At laſt he 
Queen came to her ſelf again, and being a little re. 
covered by Hyppolita's care of her, ſhe ſought 0 
rontes with her eye, and ſpeaking with a more ſe. 
led tune than before, You had reaſon ( ſaid ſhe )6. 
r07tes, you had reaſon to forſake me, if your fyr 
picions be jult, and after this infamy you reproag 
me with, I am indeed unworthy both of your love, 
and of your eſteem ; but if you had lov'd me and 
if in the converſation we had together, you found 
my heart no way enclin'd to ſuch a baſeneſs, yoy 
ought to have ſought for more manifeſt proofs, he. 
fore you had come to ſuch an extremity. [I willog 
endeavour to put you out of the cruel opinion you 
have of me, you do not deſerve that I ſhould £02- 
bout to juſtitie my ſelf to you, the baſeit, and moſt 
ingrateful of all men living , neither will I invoke 
the gods, or call the teſtimony of men to clear me he. 
fore you; butfor the repoſe of my own conſcience, 
and the preſervation of my honour, it ſuffices that 
there arc no witneſſes can prove my crimes, and that 
my innocence hath ſo many, and thoſe ſuch eminent 
perſons, that their Authority may ſcttle the belief 


— 


of it through the whole world, Oronres half per. 


. 
ſwaded of the Queens innocence,both by her words 


and actions, upon which he began to reflec, was 
giving attentive ear to her diſcourſe , when it was in- 
terrupted by Prolomers, If your complaintsagaint 
this vertuous Queen ( ſaid he ) have no other reaſon 
than that you have mentioned, they are very unjuſt, 
and very 1] grounded, and I ( with a thouſand other 
witneſſes, more worthy of credit. than I perchance 
may be in your opinion ) can proteſt to you before 
all the gods, that ſÞe is innocent of thoſe faults you 
lay upon her : if her coming to our Army was ill in- 


| terpreted by common Souldiers, and by thoſe who 


and the Princes were ſo ſenſibly troubled atit, that 
they could but not behold Oronres with an accuſing 
eye. While HZyppelira took off her Arms,they ran to 
the fountain to give her help, and Orenres, who as 


a> 


never came near the Kings perſon, all the Princes, 
and all the Commanders of note, knew the true 
cauſe of it, and can afſured'y teſtifie, that ſhe never 
had a moment of private converſation with Alexan 
der ; during all the day time they never talked toge- 
ther, but in the ſight of a thouſand perſons, and for 
the night, it will be eaſie for me-to prove, that by 
reaſon of ſome diftdence the King about that time 
had of ſome about him, Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, 
Craterws, Leonatu:, and my ſelf lay in his Cham- 
ber every night, This truth is not unknown to any 
of thoſe that were with Alexander at that time, and 
becauſe you may fear that the conſideration | have of 
Thaleſtris, might make me ſpeak an untruth in her 
favour, ask Perdiccas, or ask Leonatus, who are 
of your own party, and whoſe report cannot be ſul- 
pected of partiality. 


No Orontes.( added the Queen ) ask no body coſ- 


cerning a thing where you no longer have any inte- 
reſt, live ſtill in your opinion, and let me alone in 
mine, which is, that no man in the world is ſo unw0r: 
thy as your ſelf of thoſe favours you have received 
from me; I wiſh I could redeem them with my b'ood, 
and though they never paſſ. dthe bounds of decency» 
yet are they very much to be blamed , becauſe] 
granted them to ſo baſe, and ſo ingrateful a man; ca 


away the remembrance of ther, as I caſt on 
| the 
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Fſerve my hatred nor my love, and my heart ſhall 


ver more be capable of any thinz towards you but 
Findifferency, or of corn; you may live far from 
m:inmy repoſe, which I ſhall never go totrouble, in 
our Territories, and provided I never fee you, I 
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CASSANDRA. 


alting a life, which to my ſhame was heretofore ' 
dear to me than mine own ; now.you neither | | 
ver c:n be any bodies but yours. la 


ſhall ſo little preſerve the remembrance of you, that 


1 {hall ſcarce retain any memory of having ever . ror | | 
. pon me, .and to ſatisiie you for the crimes I have 


known you in my life, This alrcration of [tile and 
hamour in T ; nal-ſtris, who from her firit vioi-nces 
was ſo quickly fallen into fo great a coldneſs, ftruck 
be Prince of the A7-1ſ2geres tothe very heart, and 
vrought an <fect upon him, wich could not {oſud- 
ealy hav2been hope fo: he by the Qurens [woun- 
-oh3d a1rcady found how deeply his reprozches had 
cad her by the report of Prolomeres, the certainty 
whereof was ſo calily to be known of P:r4rccas and 


[1-24t1, he had continued to perſwade 'imſelf of | 
' compaſſion : 


ker innocence, .and by tis ſudden calmneſs of her 
mind,which p2ſſed in a moment from her former im- 
twuſncſ;,to ſo great a moder,tion, hg con;ectured 
the quietnets of her conſcience. Ailthele things drew 
kin out of his errour,and left him not toe feat Tſuſpt- 
ton of Th4/cſtris vertus and deity, He began to 0- 
pen his eyes as a perſon thit hal Leen Tong in blind- 
neſs, and to acknowledve with how much cruely and 
miuſtice he had] 1ndered that Princeſs yet that know- 
doe ſettled not it ſ:If with any joy in hts neart, but ſo 
nolent 2 grief ſucceeded his jealoufie, as prefert'y 
eve birth to none but fatal deſigns, What,( cried he, 
after a long filence) 1s it true then that Th.eſ{rzs 15 
innocent, and that Oroares is a ſlanderer and a Traitor? 
He made a ſtop at theſe words, rowling a thouſand 
furious imaginations in his head 3 but wten he per- 
civedthat Thaleſ#ris, after having told him her tinal 
reſolution ,was going to take horſe to ride away, he 
went toward her, croſſing his arms upon his breatt, 
his eyes fixt upon the ground, not daring to lift them 
up unto her face, though drown'd in tears of repen- 
tance, and having by a beſeeching geiture conjur'd 
Oroondites to obtain him audicnce but for one Mt- 
nute, Madam, {ſaid he) I received not theſe impreſh- 
ons waich have been ſo deſtructive of my repoſe,and 
ef your reputation, till they were given me by a 
whole Army of your women, which I commanded in 
Cappadeciz,and who to'd me that fatal news,as an ad- 
venture which you were willing to publiſh to the 
whole world ; it was confirmed to me afterwards by 
whole Provinces, and if I was not ſollicitous to get a 
more certain knowledge from perſons better inform- 
&,twas becauſe I avoi led all occaſions of receiving 
further conirmation of a misfortune which I no lon- 
ger doubted of. This belief has made me commit faults 
the ſtain whereof all my blood is not able to waſh a- 
way, an I acknowledge now that I am a thouſand 
times more ingrateful, and a thouſand times more 
puilty than you can fancy me to be ; nor will I go a- 
bout to juſtife my ſelfto you, for as | acknuw'edge 
tatmy offences are beyon4 all clemency, and be- 
yond all goodneſs] «Iſo am not ignorant that they re- 
Quire other manner of reparations tan words and re 
pentance. Onely. Madam,if the remembran-e of 0r:- 
tha can yet have any credit with you,do me the favor 
tobelieve,that 20-105 hath never ceaſcd to love you. 
and that as much blinded, and as much buſicd beſide 
himſelf 15 he hath boen, he hath ever burned for you, 
With a Gre, w' ich neitherhis race nor his jealoufie hath 


been able to extingſh This 1s a truth that I will gn. 


.. 
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to you with all the blood in my veins, which withmy 
whole heart and all my thoughts, never was,nor ne- 


m moſt worthy 


both of that baniſhment you ordain me, and of that 
ſcorn you threaten me withall, and I would refolve to 
ſuficr both, rather than ever trouble -your repoſe; 


but becauſe my paſt afflictions have weakned my 


courage, you will give me leave by one and the ſame 
way to free my ſe f from thoſe that are like to come 


' co.nmitted, I may much more handſomely beg 
your pardou by dying, than by expreſſing my grief 
barely in words ; and ſince it is impoſſible for me.to 
recover in your eſtcem that innocence I have loſt, 
perchance my blood may obtain that of you, which 
C1n be due tono other effect of my repentance, Re- 
| ceive this ſatisfaction then, and ceaſe ro hate me; I 
' were unju t if I ſhould ask more, and I now neither . 
pretend to tears of love, no nor to tears of meer 


Nether do you receive any new thing 


of me in this life I give you, for inthe loſs of it Ione- 
ly find this difference, that what in fromer times [ 
ſhould have done out of exceſs of love, I donow for 
the reparation of my crimes, 
wor:s, hedrew his ſword, and was going torun up- 
on the point of it, if Or-oadares, who ſtood cloſe by 
him,had not embraced him ſo ſtrongly, that *rwas im- 
potſible for him to ezecute hisdeſign. Oronres ſtrug- 
fed to get out of his hands, ani4 Thaleſtris, who be- 
gan tv be touched with theſe marks of his repentance 
was wiilng to draw him out of his deſpair, but yet 


without eng 


As he ended theſe 


ving her ſelfto pardon him ; If T had de- 


fired your death (faid ſhe) TI would not have given 
f kiliing you ; that puniſhimenc 
is too ſhort for the cxpiation of your offences : Live 
therefore, and infiruct your felf better touching my 
life than you have done hitherto ; but abſent your 


over my purpole 0 


| ſelf from this ignominious T haleſtrix, who has made 


her ſclf unwhorthy of you by her light and infamous 
actions, She hadino ſooner ſpoke theſe words but ſhe 
got haitily on horſe-back, and without giving ear to 
the entreaties of 0700adates,and Lyſimachngallop'd 
full ſpeed toward the Camp, and was got out of their 
The ſorrowfull Orgates looked 
after her ag long as he could poſſibly ſee her, and 


Hoht in a moment, 


when he could no Ioncer do ſo, he turned towards 
Orco-:dates to bid him farewell, Oroondates wha: 
foved him dearly, and who hadngt ſeen him of many 
years, wopld not have let him go, and promiſed $&##% 


make k1s 


2acc if he would but come along with 


- -" -jnd 
l $aFs iy. Foo, 
Me” *e 


him to the Camp. But Orentes incredulous of his 
promiſes, and a religious obſerver of theQueens com- 
mands, would not ſuffcr himſelf to be perſwaded, and 
perſi t«d ſw-obtinately in his deſign. that Croendates, 
not being able to with-hold kim,was conſtrained to lct 
h'm take his liberty, after having made him cive his 
word and oath that he would not attempt any things 
againſt his F and then Ore-re5 witzout Raying a 


minute lone 


» or ſullcring i1:© leaſt converſation, 


took his leavEwitha face in which his deſpair was na- 
turally repreſented, and catching his horſe that fed -- 
at liberty, . after he hed tyed and mended the reins. :: 
of his bfidle as well as he could, he got vp 8nd depart- 
ing wit Ya marvellous ſnddenneſs, vaniſh'd from the 
PrincesJike a flaſh of lightning, 
that end of this adventure, , whereof the had hoped. 
ſor a more happy ſucceſs, was exccecingly troubled 


routes, but the remem;trance of 
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Tyſpended theſe motions of his charity, and the vio- 
lence of his paſſions,joyn'd to rhe urgent neceſſity of 
his affairs, would not ſuffer him to abandon the inte- 
reſts of his love,of his honour, and of his revenge;ail 
that he conld do in favour of his kinſman was, . to re- 
folve to labour for his re- citabliſhment with 'T bale- 
firis,&to go awayin'/tantly with an intention to ſollicit 
her with all earneltneſs for his pardon, Zy/imachzs 
and Prolomerws approv'd his retulution, and deter- 
min'd to ſecond him in it with their utmoſt power ; 
Being all three got on horſe-back, they took the way 
that iead back unto the Camp,and not having far thi- 
ther they arrived there within a little whil&and went 
to alight at Oroondates his Tenr. 

The fair Princeſſe Berenice followed by a great 
troop of Ladies was come thither aiready, and 
Thaleſtris who had heard of her being return'd, was 
run thither with ſaca a joy, as ſeem'd to have ba- 
diſh'd part of her afflictions out of her remembrance. 
Theſe two great Ladies, when the Princes came in 
to them, were employd in mntual endearmnts, 
and in giving each other proofs of a moſt ardent 
friendſhip. | 5 

Oroondates was not alittle ſurpriſed at the encoun- 
ter of his ſiſter, and his love broke forth into all the 
expreſſions ſhe could deſire of it, he held her a long 
time in his arms,and the moit ſweet and tender marks 
of an affection of that nature appear'd in them both 
evento exceſs, 

<« Deareſt ſiſter, ( ſaid he, embracing ker, and 
hedewing her face with tears of joy, which he min- 
gled with thoſe ſhe ſhed ) have we recover'd you 
then? | 

Yes, I ſee the gods are as exact in performing 
their promiſes, as you wete cruel to it leaving me 
whenlT was in ſuch a condition as would not ſuffer 
me tofollow you. 

Sir, ( replyed the Princeſs) when went away 
from you I meant to have ſtay'd but a very little 
while, and if I had not loſt my liberty, you had ſeen 
me again within an hour after my departure; yet 
the cauſe thereof was ſo juſt, that you will eafily 
pardon me when I have told it you. 

I compltin'd of it for no other reaſon ( ſaid the 
Prince) but for the fear and trouble I ſuffer'd by 
your abſence. This fair Queen (purſued he, ſhew- 
ing her Thbaleſtr#) bore a great ſhare with mein my 
ſorrow for your loſſe, and ran after you with a great 
deal of affection, to lend you that affiftance which 
you could not hope for from your brother. 


The words made the two Princeefſes becin their 


kindneſſes afreſh, but they were interrupted by Ly- 
ſomachm and Prolomers, who after they had a while 


admired the excelent beauty of Zerenice, made 


thciraddrefles to her, and faluted her with much re- 
ſpect. Oroozdates having made theſe two Prin- 
ces known unto his fifter, ſhe repay'd their civili- 
tics with a grace that hath nothing common, and 
preſently after they retired to their Fents, to leave 
her the liberty of diſcourſing with, her brother in 
particular; the Ladies that had accompanied her, 
return'd, with the ſame intent, te/Polemen's houſe 
and onely Thalejtris and [ippolrta faid with her in 
Oroondates's Tent. The Prince having cauſed himſelf 
to be diſarm'd, received new embraces from tisfiiter, 
and enquiring what had befallen her ſince her depar- 
ture, It is not fit (ſaid ſhe )you thould know my lat 
adventures,before you have learned my firit, cſpecial- 
ly ſeeirg they have ſome dependance on them, & fince 
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I muſt give you account of thoſe accidents of gy ke! 
whereof you are ignorant, and which are of F 
greater conſequence than at the laſt, 'ris beg fg, 
to relate them according to the order of time Wi 
inthey happen'd to me; this reaſon makes mel 
bear the telling of you thoſe things at firſt, the wr 
tal whereof muſt nceds ſurpriſe you, and thatſy, 
priſe will be no way the leſs-pleaſing by wake, 
them known to you in their due place, inthe jig} 
of my life. Oroondates and the Amazon 
were equally ſatisfied with this motion, and Bei 
they had ardently deſired the continuation of 3, 
nice's recital, the beginning whereof had been i, 
terrupted, they prepared themſelves to hearkeny 
her with a marvellous attention. Siſter, ( ſaid th 
Prince) you prevent the requeit I was about to make 
to you; i afluremy ſelf it will not be tediousto ths 
fair Queen, and I have fo great an intereſt jn You 
affairs, that it is-not jnſt I ſhould be ignorant ofthen 
any longer, At theſe words they fate down all three 
upon a bed, and the Princeſs of Scythia, after hay. 
ing thought a while of what ſhe had to ſay, andey 
deavoured with hcr hafnd-tro cover a little bluſhi 
thnt came up into her face; began her diſcourſe y 
theſe terms, ; | 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory 
of Berenice. 


N the firſt actions of my life which I recountedto 
[| you, when began my diſcoarſe before, per. 
chance you found nothing criminal ; but in thek 
which I now am going to tell you, you will find ſom- 
thing not altogether ſo innocent, and tis thf con- 
feſſon I muſt make, which calls bluſhes into my 
cheeks, and which ſtrikes me indeed with ſome 
ſhame and confulion ; not but that with a little igdul. 
gencethey may be excuſed, nor are they ſo blacks 
to give you an occaſion, brother, to diſuwn me, not 
you, fair Queen, to repent of that affection where 
with you have honour'd me. 

I have already acquainted you with the beginniy 
of the King my fathers love to the Princeſle Srrate 
zice, and ofthe perſecutions I ſuffered from trouble 
ſome Arſacowes : I believe you have not forgotite 
condition I left them in, nor that wherein I was m) 
ſelf, by the vexation I received from that inſole 
Prince of the 1ſedsns. The brother and the filter 
had made a very uncqual progreſs in their deſigns 
and the Empire Srratonice had obtain'd over tle 
King was not much lefle than my averſion to her bio 
ther. | 

We were upon theſe terms, and liv'd with vet 
different hopes and intentions, when the Nomad 
and the #)leans having taken up Arms upon foe 
fleight pretences, roſe up in rebellion againit the 
King, flew all their Governors, and arming all thei 
Forces broke out intoan open war, and iuto thevt- 
moſt extremities. The King who cefired to ſift 
thoſe diſorders in their birth, ſent Theodates Prince 
of the Sarrmates againſt them-with an Army of thitt 
thouſand men, "Judging that ftrength ſufficient tote] 
thoſe proceedings, and chaſtife their temerity ; 
ing a perfet knowledge of Theodarecs his valous 
prudence and fidelity. Nor was he deceived ini 

019100, 


Par 


Book. VT. CASS 


1: a ſhort time after his departure he recet- 
s _ of the beginnings of his progrefſe, which 
certified him tnat in many encounters the Rebels had 
1 manner of diſadvantages, and "twas not long be- 
cre he heard that they were abſolutely defeated in a 
ht Battel, and that the Army being victorious 
on hid fiege already to ſome of their Towns ; but 
-1 the report of theſe things which came to Court, 
much extoll'd a certain Stranger, who having in- 

4 himſelf in that ſervice out of affection to T peo- 
Tues, had thewn proofs of an admirable valour,and 
wd with his ſingle perſon contributed more to our 
cceſſes, than whole Troops joyn'd together. The- 
Wes writ of him to him to the King with ſuch prat- 
ſes, as raiſed that man above humanity, and his cha- 
alter of him was confirm'd by ſome Eye-witneſſes, 
qho gain'd him a wondrous high place in the Kings 
:feem They told how in the Battel he had twice ſav'd 
Tidates his life, and that having ſeen ſome of our 
cdrons give ground, which example ſtruck a fear 
-wthoſe that follow'd them, and like to have put 
mina general Rout, he ran to the head of them, 
i6fnatching the foremo!t Standard our of his hand 
turtarried it, ſpake to thoſe affrighted Troops with 
ſmuch eloquence and efhcacy, that he got them to 
makea ftand, and having re-encourag's them a little 
caro'd headlong into the midit of their Enemies, 
with fo; great valour and ſucceſs, that he chang'd 
tele fortune, and brought the victory alone to that 
ide of the Battel. That after that important day, 
Therdates acknowledging how much he was indebt- 
tohim,and how great ſervice ſuch a man was capable 
t» do his Maſter, had given him the command of 


, ſome of his Forces, which was void by the death of 
es  cacofthe Principal Othcers. That within ſome days 
m. I after, being gone with thoſe men to view a place of 
n- I the Enemies, he had found it in an ill condition to 
my mak> defence, and that laying hold of that opportu- 
me © ity, with as much prudence as courage, he had 
o. & form'd and taken it by force with a very inconfidera- 
x dle loſe; that by theſe ations and ſome others of 


thisnature he had won ſuch a reputation among the 
re. © Souldiers, that they call'd every day for new occaſi- 
onsto fight, provided they might be led on by Ar- 
ſaces, 

ts M At this name of Arſaces, Oroondates ſigh'd and 
changed colour, but would not interrupt his ſiſters 
he MY narrations, which ſhe went on with theſe words, 

That war was ended ina ſhort time with an entire 


nt glory to Theodates, and thoſe that had accompanied 
er © ſim; but the valour of Ar/aces had haſtned the end 
s © Cit withall the ſucceſs that could be defired, and we 
he i Peard that the valiant Stranger, having received 


«  fiht thouſand Horſe from Theodates, had aſſaulted 
the Relicks of the Enemies Armies, near the Lake of 
7 Wl Seger, and had cut them in pieces with a general de- 
fat, and with a moderate loſs on his fide. This 
ie © fime of that Strangers actions made the King ex- 
ie © freamly deſirous to ſee him, and to tie him to his ſer- 
i} "ice by rewards equal to his deſerts; the whole 
- © Court longed not much lefſe to have a fight of him, 
© 4d we were all ſatisfied quickly after, when Theo- 
cif 4s, having ſetled thoſe Provinces in good order, 
i turned to Tſedon by the Kings commands, and 
7 I brought along with him that gallant man, who was ſo 
© Much deſired, and whoſe fame had already produced 
', ery different effects in the Court. I was with the 
6 King when Theodares came to kifſe his hands, and 
1 | Meer that he had ſhowed him ſuch favours as were | 


. bath engaged me yet more powerfully in it, 
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due to his quality, and the merit of thoſe ſervices he 
| had newly done, Theodates preſented Arſaces to 
nim, I had catt mine eyes upon him as ſoon as he 
was come into the room, and quickly found cauſe 
enough in his perſon to fix them there without look- 
ing upon other objects; I confeſle | was ſurpriſed at 
his graceful faſhion, and that if the Idea of the 
Prince my brother had not been preſent to my re- 
membrance, I ſhould have believed I had never 
ſeenany body in the world that could diſputethat ad- 
vantage with him. His ſtature was little different from 
yours,and in the garb and liberty of your bodies there 
was a great reſemblance ; he was a little browner 
than our Scythians, who by reaſon of the coldneſle 
of the Climate are fairer than other men, yet had he a 
freſh ſmooth complexion,all the lineaments of his face 
were marvellouſly well proportion'd, his eyes ſpark 
ling, yet full of ſweetnefle, his hair black,naturally cur. 
led and falling in great rings upon hisſhoulders, his aſ- 
pect noble and full of Majeity, and all the motionsof 
his body had an extraordinary comelineſſe. He 
was then hardly twenty years old, and *twas that 
early youth that wrought an admiration in all thoſe 
that knew his prudence, and that had ſeen him lead 
men to fight with ſuch an experience as had not yet 
been found amonslt the oldeſt Commanders.I know 
not whether this little deſcription will make me to be 
ſuſpected of any thing, but I am ſure that before the 
end of my diſcourſe, you will confeſs this report of 
Arſaces may be made by the molt indifferent!per- 
ſons. The King,who was already prepoſleſſed with 
an exceeding high opinion of him, beheld him with 
admiration, and having given his eyes liberty to view 
a perſon ſo exaGtly handſome, while Arſaces kiſſed 
his hands with mnch reſpect, he embraced him with 
a kindneſs far above what a ſtranger,as he was, could 
probably have hop'd for. When by moſt obliging 
words he had teſtified the knowledg he hadof his ver- 
tue, and the eſteem he had of his perſon,he asked him 
touching his Countrey and his fortune, and then 
Arſaces, after having pauſed a little to conſult with 
his modelty, Sir, ,(faid he) 1 was born in Bactria, 
which tis now under the Dowinion of the Perlians,. my 


parents were of reaſonable good birthgitlays I left them 
| 45 ſoon as I was able to ride on borh ard ſeek 


ing olory in the wars and in forreigt s, T have hi- 
therto made thoſe places my Country, where I believed 
I might beſt find it ; Prince Theodates his goodneſſe 
ſtay'd me 12 your Majeſties fervice, and the knows 
leage I ſince have had of the honour it 1s to- ſerve you, 
You 
could not have light into any Country ( replied the . 


. | Ys * fs 
King ) where your vertue ſhould bave been more cheh. (©. 
riſh'd and valued than amongſt us, you have alrantiy; 
found that Llory you ſeek for, and with'it a'Þ "If EX cd 
who will always be ready to acknowledge the ores 


* \ 
Az 


neſſe of your deſerts, and the important ſervices you 
have done him, Arſaces made an anſwer full of fub+ 
miſſion and modeſty, and the King giving him oc= 
cafion to ſpeak, gave him alſo an opportunity to let 
the company ſee the quickneſs of his wit, and the 
grace wherewith he exprefſed himſelf, He ſpoke 
not the Scyrhran tongue perfectly, but ſo well, that 
there was nothing harſh in his pronunciation,and was 
ſo ready inthe Greek, and miany other Languages 
which are in uſe amongſt us,that his converſation was 
marvellouſly pleaſing. From that day the King'began 
to be very liberal to him, and gave him penſions a- 
ble to maintain him in handſom equipage, he received 

Bbb them 


130 CASSANDR A. 


them without either greedineſs or diſdain, and if his ' 
it at firſt, his 


growing fortune met ſome that envied 
vertue ſuffered them not to do ſolong. Indeed he 
had not been many months in Court, but he was 
both the admiration and the delight of it, and his ex- 
cellent qualities ina ſhort time won him the love even 
of the rougheſt natures. All the world was raviſh'd 
with the gracefulneſs of his behaviour, all the world 
was charm'd with the ſweetneſs of his wit and con- 
verſation, all hearkned, as to ſo many prodigies, 
when there was any ſtory of his warlike actions told 
by thoſe that had ſeen him do them, and generally e- 
very one conſidered as wonders the marks that ap- 
peared in himevery day ofthe greatneſs of his cour- 
rage, of his goodneſs, and of his natural generoſity, 
He was quickly in a condition to ſhew them ; for the 
King, hs look'd upon him, and admired him' as 
the reſt, became in love with his vertue, and deſired 
to tie him to his ſervice by all manner of obligations ; 
he obſerv'd ſomething in his face, and in all his aCti- 
ons, that was ſo great, and ſo far above other men, 
that he felt himſelf forc'd by unknown reaſons to ſet 
an extraordinary value on him; and indeed he in 
ſhort time raiſed him. to ſuch employments and offi- 

ces, as others could neither obtain by birth, nor by 

long ſervices, without a great deal of difficul- 
ry. 

: Arſaces abaſed not this good fortune; and thoſe 
dignitiesto which he ſaw himſelf called without ſuing 
for them, puffed him not up, nor made him prouder 
than before : On the contrary, his humour ſegem'd 
to be more ſociablehe ſerved all thoſe with freeneſſe 
and humbleneſs that ſtood in any need of his power 
and credit,and ran to meet thoſe occaſions they had to 
make vſe of him, with ſuch an eager deſire to effect 
them, as made the obligation a thouſand times the 
more conſiderable; his liberality was boundleſs, and 
being far from enriching himſelf with what the King 

| gee him,he diſtributed it ſoprofuſely,that his friends 

amed him for it, and the King himſclf was fain to 
complain of the contempt he ſhew'd of his preſents, 

_ the little carc he took to keep what came from 

im. | 

This reprefgh could not moderate Arſaces his li- 
berality, bukittmade him more circumſpect in hus- 
banding his favewr, and in avoiding noiſe or oftenta- 
tion in his bounty. Though none of his actions were 
guilty ofthe leait blemiſh of pride,yet as hnmble and 
ſubmiſſive as he was to others, he could never bend 
his mind to make any applications to Arſ/acomes,who 
at that time, next to the King,was moſt conſidered of 
any man in the Kingdom, and who was in a condition 
to build what fortunes he pleaſed, and to overthrow 
thoſe which were not yet well confirmed, and but 
beginning to be eſtabliſhed, as that of Arſaces. 

Not but that A4rſaces paid him civilly whatſoever he 
thought due to a man that was eſteemed by the King. 
and that was Arſacomes his quality, but he could 
not conſider him, as did thoſe ſlaves of favour, who 
having an aim very diſtant, and thoughts very diffe- 
rcnt from his, ſought their advancement of him by 
baſe ſervile compliances, to which he would never 
ſtoop; and beſides theſe reaſons, he had particuler 
and more powerful ones, which oppoſed his giving 
him that obſervance he expected from all others. 
Arſacomes, who ſaw that ſcorn in him, and who be- 
ſides feared leſt that budding fortune ſhould at laſt 

or'e-top his,and become powerfnl enough to ruine it, 

{trove to hinder its growth, and often told the King, 


; our Uncle, or elſe with T heodates. 
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that it was ſomething dangerous ſo ſuddenly to riſe 
a ſtranger, a man unknown, and one born in the 
nemies Territories. But the King, who kney Py 
ſacomes his drift, and who ( bating his love )hadng 
many weakneſſes, made no reckoning of that mM 
courſe, and finding every day more and more hoy 
worthy Arſaces was of his favour, and with 
modeſty and generoſity he uſed it, inſtead of ſuffer 
ing it to be diminiſh'd, did inviſibly augments, 1 
truly, except ſuch as were intereſſed, there we, 
few to whom it gave not a particular ſatisfaQion,uy 
who confeſſed not that the King could hardly mie 
a more juſt, nor a more judicious choice : For mine 
own part, I cannot deny but that it contented meg, 
treamly, and with me I dare ſay all the Ladies of th 
Court, whom he had ſtrongly gain'd by his comeh 
behaviour,by his taking wit, & by his ſweet oblipi 
humour. All theſe good qualities,8& a thouſand other 
which he advantageouſly poſſeſſed, (joyned to the 
Kings eſteem, who deſired that every body ſhould uf 
him according to his example) made him be well. 
ceived amongſt us,& few days paſſed but he camety 
viſit us,either with the King,or with Prince Carthſi 
He was inmy 
chamber one day with Theodares, andI had nobody 
with me but Cyllenza, and ſome other ofmy Maids 
when after a very pleaſing entertainment, T heodate 
told me,that he ſung very well,& plaid upon theLyr 
with a great deal of skill 
I commanded preſently that they ſhould fetchone 
which was in my Chamber, and cauſing itto be pre. 
ſented to him,] ſo earneſtly entreated himto play and 
fing.that though he had a mind toe xcuſe it, and tha 
that requeſt made him bluſh, yet could lie not pdf 
bly deny me that ſatisfaction ; he took the Lyrewith 
a low obeyſance,and tuning it to his voice,ſung ſopaſ- 
ſionate an air, and accompanied his words, which 
were extreamly amorous, with ſo moving a geſture, 
that 'twas impoſſible to hear him and not be touchd 
with it. He ſometimes fix'd his eyes upon my 
face, with looks viſibly enflam'd ; but as ſoon ashe 
perceived that I heedfully obſerved him, helet them 
fall tothe ground, changing colour in ſuch a manner, 
that it was eaſie todiſcern he was poſſeſſed withſome 
ſtrong paſhon. After he had made an end of ſinging 
with a grace that was nothing common, andthat we 
had given him the praiſes which were due, bothto 
what he held from Nature,and to what Art had added, 
I was willing to draw ſome occaſion from his ſing 
ing to make him diſcourſe, and remembring the pa- 
ſhonate words of his Song,and the gelture wherewith 
he had put life into them ; Arſaces (ſaid I) youprr- 
form all things with a warvellons. advantage, bit ys 
will give leave to ſay, that all our 0pintons are falſe 
if you be exerpt of that paſſion you expreſs ſowell, 
Arſaces, as if he had been ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, 
caſt down his eyes without making any reply tothe 
firſt words, and ſeeing him ſofilent, Arſaces (col- 
tinued I) is it poſſible that you are ,in love? Al 
though A4r/aces ſeem'd to be in ſome confuſion, ye 
did he lift up his head, and looking upon me with a 
unconfident ation ; But, adam, (aid he ) cond 
you think, it poſſible that Arſaces ſhould have {ive ſo 
long, and ſeen ſo much, and have low'd nothing? 
Your years are ſo few ( anſwered I ) that no bod) 
will think it ſtrange you ſhould have paſſed them with 
out loving,and beſides,] believed your affetiontothe 
war had been predominant over all others, and that? 


perſon bred up in Martial thoughts and emp 
me 


Jo 
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raj 4 not had any inclination to thoſe of Love. 
ww uf Sto to the War ( replied A-ſaces ) 1s but 
4... moderite, and 1 ſhould ſay I love it not at all, 
In Mc; had nor furniſh'd me with occaſions to do the 
af. Werus ſome petty ſervices; and given me a means to 
hoy M..> this fortune to which he out of his goodneſs 
What us raiſed ME 3 and beſides, Madam, never believed 
ter tt at's a1d Cupid were incompatible, nor but 
Wd War even perſons who have grown old in arms, might 


moment loſe that liberty which they had preſerv- 
galtheir life before. By this reaſon, Madam, it 
qmesto paſſe, that the condition of my life is very 
v&rent from what your Highneſs imagined it to be, 
nf that | am very far from that tranquility which 
hey may live in, who are inſenfible of that imperious 
icly n. Arſaces brought forth theſe words with a 
4 ortwo, which made me believe ſome part of 
vt he ſaid and being willing to enlarge our conver- 
the W {ion upon that ſubject,and to make him talk a little 
ue core; If you poſſeſſe nor that tranquility ( faid 1 ) 
re- Which you ſeem to envy, you ought at lealt to have 
eto Mjones, which may ſweeten the miſery of your con- 
1 Wl jrion, fince you have ſuch qualities as may encou- 
my FW ;xge you to expect an advantagious ſucceſs in your 
dj paſſion; there are but few perſons like Ar/zces, and 
0s, MF fhis hope be regulated by his merit, there is no for- 
te! MY neto which he may not lawfully pretend, I ſaid this 
Ye Wl ohim with a great deal of innocence, being ignorant 
«| was of his intentions, and of the advantage he 

ue night draw from thence, and he replied with a little 
c- MW mreafſurance than before ; This judgment of your 
nd Kohneſs would be too glorious for poor Arſaces, if 
ut I + could be drawn from the knowledge he hath of 
li B tinſelf,and could keep him from diſcerning your ju- 
tn Þ fice from your goodneſſe; Iamfar from that merit, 
f- @ nd from thoſe unjuſt hopes ; but if the gods had gi- 
MY jen meall the excellenciesa man candefire, I would 
G I bound all my pretcnfions within the glory which I 
q rap by my paſſion; it is ſo great that it ſuffers me not 
1 IB tbewailthe loſs of my repoſe, and my thoughts are 
© BF rifed ſo high, that never man had a more ambitious 
n F :im, nor ever ſizh'd for a more accompliſh'd ob- 
il $5 _ 
love, fince you are pleaſed I ſhould confeſs it,but 
| oye with ſo perfect a knowledge of the party 
whom I love, that I limit all my deſires, and all my 
hopes, in the meer ſatisfaction of loving her ; 'tis the 
moſt noble end my mind can ever propoſe unto it ſelf, 
adſofar am I from finding any miſery in my condi- 
ton that I conſider all manner of pains as the glorious 
marks of the higheſt fortune a man can aſpire to, If 
Jou love with ſo great a reſignation (replied I) and if 
Jou give ſuch ſtrict limits to your aftections, you are 
' I iotof their opinion who hold, that love is a deſire, 
© nd who propoſing to themſelves an end very diffe- 
© cent from that ſatisfaction you find in yours, turn it 
" © Ntopure intereſt, They that believe that love is a 
lire (anſwered Ar/ſaces) did never know its nature 
well, or elſg were willing to diſguiſe it, thereby to 
Over leſs noble and leſs reaſonablepaſſions,and if you 
| wil give me leave, Madam, to' declare my ſence 
touching the definition of love, I ſhall take the liber- 
yto tell you, that I always thought love to be a pro- 
penſion of our ſouls, or an inward motion, which 
Makes us encline rather toward one ſubject than to- 
Vvard another, and on this manner I hold it may be 
Produced by the firſt operation of the underſtanding 
one, without help of the judgment or diſcourſe,and 

that conſidering it in the abſtract nakedly, and in it 
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ſelf, it differs from deſire, as the cauſe does from the 
effect ; not but that deſire may take birth after love, 
or to ſay better, take birth from love, but that 
production is a mark of their eſſential difference, and 
that deſire being born of love, is indeed an Effect of 
love,and not love it ſelf. We love a thing becauſe 
'tis beautiful, and afterwards we deſire it becauſe 
we love it ; before the birth of defire, love had 
ſubſiſted without ir, and by many accidents deſire 
may die without loves being extinguiſh'd, Certain- 
ly they that confounded theſe two paſſions, deprive 
the firit of part of its nobleneſs, and form a know- 
ledge of its to themſelves, which is much more groſs 
and material than it nature. Love is a paſſion abſo- 
lutely pure, looſened from all thoughts of intereſt, 
and I may truly proteſt to you, that in mine, I never 
conſidered any thing but the nobleneſs of that I 
love, without making ſo much as a light refletion 
upon my ſelt, 

Arſaces diſcourſed on this manner with ſuch a 
grace, that our ears were chained unto his words, 
and we were hearkning to him with a marvellous at- 
tention, whenthe King came into my Chamber, fol- 
lowed by Prince Carthaſis his brother, Arſacomes, 
and many others. Arſacomes had not viſited me of 
a good while, and I began to hope that the uſage he 
had found from me -would take him off from his af- 
tection, but I was deceivedin that expectation, and 
that very day he let me ſee,that he was neither fuller 
of reſpect,nor more deſirous to pleaſe me thanbefore, 
The continuance of the Kings paſſions to his ſiſter,and 
of his favour to him, had made him ſo proud, that he 
no longer cared to keepthe world from knowing the 
defign he had uponime, and the King had fo utterly 
ſubjected himſelf toSrratonice,that he had not retain- 
cd any Empire at all over Arſacomes, and ſuffered 
that infolent man to make a vanity of his paſſion with- 
out puniſhing him for it. 

In the ſorrow it brought upon me, I ſought conſola- 
tion from the Prince our uncle, the Princeſs Theon:- 
74s his daughter, Cyllenia,. and ſome other of my 
moſt truſty maids, and even the pleaſing converſation 
of Arſaces was not ſometimes unprofitable to charm 
partof my diſcontents ; there was a ſweetneſs in it, 
which that of other perſons had not, and he expreſſed 
himſelf ſo handſomely, and with ſo much eloquence, 
that 'twas impoſſible to leave his company willing- 
ly; he was not ignorant how I was perſecuted by . 
Arſacomes, that was already become the common 
ſubject of diſcourſe all over the Court, and Ar- 
ſaces reſented it in a very different manner, from 
all thoſe other perſons whom Arſacomes his fortune 
would not ſuffer to diſapprove his ations ; but at 
firſt I aſcrib'd the trouble he ſhew'd at it onely 
to his complacency , and to his compaſſion of 
me. | 

Inthe interim we began to perceive, that ſince the 
time he had frequented our cempany, he had loft 
part of his lively humour, not but that he ſtrove with 
much compliance to accommodate it to ours, and 
did all he could to hide his inward diſquiet by an ont- 
ward tranquillity ; yet through all that conſtraint we 
could obſerve a melancholy that was not natural, the 
cauſe whereof, conſidering the ſtate of his fortune, 
and the reaſon he had to be ſatisfied with his conditi- 
on we were not able to imagine to be other than that 
love he had complainedofto us. In ſhort, we were 
then confirmed in a belicf that he had ſpoken in good 
earneſt,and didour endeavours to learn the truth of it, 
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We had not taken notice, that among all the Ladies 
ofthe Court he had applicd himſelf particularly to a- 
ny one,and although we obſerv'd him with ſome care 
we could diſcover nothing but a general civility and 
an equal reſpect toall, 1ſtill was telling him of that 
change of his humor, and upon that diſcourſe he 
would preſently itrive to fetch a pleaſingnels into his 
face,and to diſperſe the clouds of his melancholy, but 
within a while after we ſaw him all into it again with 
ſuch ſerled muſings, that we were hardly able to put 
him out of them. We were one day in the Kings 
chamber, where ſeeing him withdraw from the com- 
pany and retire to a window,from whence he darted 
fiery glances at us. My couſin the Princeſs Theowiris 
and I went toward him; he would have gone away to 
leave the place tous, believing that we came to the 
window to have the proſpect of the Gardens which 
are below it ; but I detained him by the arm, and 
making him ſtay where he was, 4rſaces, Arſaces, 
(ſaid I) if you contmue in this penſroe hinmour which of 
late bas ſeiz'd you, you will at laſt force us to think you 
are touch*d in good carneſt with that paſſton you can 
fo well diſeorrſe of. 

Theſe words made Arſaces caſt down his eyes, 
but preſently after he raiſed them up again, and fix- 
ing them upon my face, with a ti:uworous action,and 
with a ſigh which he could not poſſibly retain, Ir 
but too true, Nſadam, ( replied he) that I am mor- 
rally wrurnded with it, and that my eyes have doxe 
me the worſt office I can cver receive fromthem, 1 
burn indeed with a fire which never will be extin- 
guiſhed while I live, but if my paſſion were a deſire, 
it would certainly die for want of hopeqwhich 15 its or- 
dinary nouriſhment ; 1 love not only without being 
lou'd, not onely without hope of being !ov &, but even 
without daring to deſireit, and there ts ſogreat adiſ- 
proportion between miſerable Arſaces, and the divint- 
ry to which he does addreſs his thoughts, that he nei- 
ther pretends to anyrecompence for his paſſion, no nor 

fo much as to have her know it, Youkeep your ſelf 
within the limits of aperfeit modeſty, ( ſaid the Prin- 
ceſs Theomiris) bur they that know your worth do 
not perhaps reſtrain your hopes within ſuch narrow 
bounds as you preſcribe them. . My bigheft hope (an- 
ſwered Arſaces) ts to ate for the perſon whom I love, 
without giving her any occaſion to complain of my te- 
merity, and to accuſe that paſſion for want of reſpe(t, 
whereof it laid the firſt foundation, Is it true then 

( demanded I) that ſhe you ſigh for ts tgnorant of your 
love, and that you neither þ, your diſcourſe nor by 

your alttons have ever given her any knowledge of 

# ? 

1 know not (replyed he) wherber my ations or 
my countenance have betraid that filence which 1 
bave impoſed upon my mouth, but if I have any power 
over either, ſhe ts ignorant of it, and ſhail be fo lon 
as ſhe lives: In this ignorance ſhe fees me; ſhe hop. 
fers me, and ſhews ſuch goodneſs towards me, as 
ought to be envied by thoſe that are moſt happy ; but 
after the knowledge of my preſumption, an eternal 
exile would be the lighteſt puniſhment ſhe would inflitt 
upon ſuch a miſerable man, ſuch an unknown wan- 
' derer 45 Arſaces; the gods forbid I ſhould exaſperate 
ber by a criminal declaration, and that I ſhould pro- 
woke thunders and Lightning utterly to conſume him, 
who is but too much inflamed already, Arſaces | 
perhaps would have ſaid more, if the King had not 
come to joyn diſcourſe with us ; but we often 


fel] upon the ſame ſubject afterward, and {till found 
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Arſaces in hisfilence, and-inthe terms of hig ,; 
modeſty, " 
In the mean time the Kings paſſion for $t-,.,.. 
was riſento ſo high a degree, thatit was neceſſr 
come to extremities, and one day the Kin As 
prefſed her exccedingly to give ſome proofs of þ 


affection, that ambitious woman, 


brothcr, whom he did believe he ſhould prejudice by 
that match; but the force of his love,and the perſyz 
ſions of his flatterers, conquered theſe two diff. 
ties, Stratonice1s my ſubject, (ſaid he) yet never. 
theleſs ſhe is a Princeſs, and if I find not thoſe a4. 
vantages which zre commonly ſought for in Alliances, 
at lea{t I ſhall find no ſhame by it; a wife of inferiqu 
quality can take away nothing from mine, and 'tis 
not without example in this Empire, nor in thoſe 
of my neighbours. As for Ore«naates his interef;, 
that ou.3ht not to diſlwade me ; for if :e bedead, a 
his lons abſence makes me fear, no body ought to 
count it ſtrange that I think of giving an heir of mine 
own ::Jood unto my Kingdome, which would fall into 
another family ; andit he be alive, he is an ingrate- 
ful ſon in having forſaken me, without leave, i-my 
forreign and domeſtick Wars,and in not coming back 


to me when the nece{iry of my affairs conſirand 


me to beg the aſſiitance of all my friends. By theſe 
kind of thoughts he overcame all the obſtacles that 
oppoſed his intentions, and having nothing more 
to- contend withall, he told S:raterice he was 
ready to give her that proof ſhe deſired of his a 
fetion, 

This news was preſently known over all the Court, 
and the King having publiſh'd it himſelf, and prope 
ſed unto his Councel thoſe Reaſons that moved him 
to that Marriage, every body began to prepare 
for it, but with very different thoughts. If Strate 
nice,and proud Arſacomes were in the height oftheir 
felicities, Berexice on the contrary was overwhelm 
in grief; I had many Reaſons to be fo, which aretoo 
apparent not to be known to you, and my conſolats- 
on was, that my reſentments were approved by all 
thoſe that were 9ot intercſſed for Ar/ucomes his Fa 
mily; but how juſt ſoever they were,they were tono 
purpoſe, and in ſpight ofthe complaints | made, boti 
for my brothers intereſts, and for nine own,theKing 
forbore not to go on; and after having giver me ſome 
light conſolation,and promiſed me withextreme kind 
words, that this Marriage ſhould not diminiſh any 
thing of that affection he had ever born me, ke effect 
ed his deſign, and married Straronice publickly,cav 
ſing her to be crown'd at eden in the preſence 
the whole Courr. That miſchief not being to be 


remedied,it was beſt to reſolve to bear it handſomely 
an 
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and to feign a ſatisfaRion for that which the King re- 


ceived, ſince my diſcontents were but unſeaſonable. 
The Wedding was celebrated with a great deal of 
triumph, and to honour fo ſolemn an a-lion, there 
yere Tornaments full of pomp and magruticence. 
Arſacomes appear'd 1n them with more ſplendour 
than all the reit of the Court, and Ar/aces, though 
he was particularly troubled at that Mariage, was 
yet t00 grateful for the favours the King had tſhew d 
him to neglect thoſe occaſions of acknowledging 
them; and to pleaſe him in that ſolemnity, he not 
only made one in all thoſe Matches, bur won all the 
Prizes, and by the advantages he had in the fight of 
the whole world, redoubled 4r/4comes his growing 
Envy. 7 

That proud favourite ſeeing himſelf raiſed by that 
alliance to honours which he never pretended, abſo- 
utely gave over all thought of the refpect he ow'd 
me, to torment me openly; and the Kins became 
{ ſubject to the will of his new Wife, that he never 
reſented her brothers infolency. The vexationI re- 
ceiv'd by it, made me ſhun all company in -general 
that I might a voy'd his in particular, and though 
Ftratonice did not apparcntly abuſe her fortune in 
her carriage toward me, but pay*d me all the civili- 
ties I could expect from my-fathers wife, yet was 
her converſation unpleaſinz to me, and I could not 
conſider her as Arſacomes his fitter, without having 
anaverſion to her ; true it is, that ſhe forced me to 
itby the diſcourſes ſhe uſed in favour of him, for ſhe 
paſſed by no occaſion of entertainining me either 
with her brothers love, or with his deferts, One 
day being deſirous to eſcipe a vilit which T thought 
ſhe-intended me, I went out of my Chamber with 
Cyllenia, and two of my other maids, and by a back 
air went out of my lodging down into the Garden; 


Ipreſently gave thoſe two wenches liberty to walk 


which way they pleaſed, and leaning upon Cy/lenia's 
arm, I with her ſought out the leait frequented 
Allies. Our firit diſcourſe was concerning Ar ſa- 
| comes, and after that I had a while in angry terms 


detelted his perſecutions, Cyllen:a began to talkof Ar- - 


| fces;, 1 confeſs citeem'd his perſon very much, and 
that ſecing nothing in him which was not lovely, 
great and extraordinary, I could not chuſe but have 
” an opinion of . him as his good qualities de- 
erv'd, 

After we had ſpoken ſomething touching his love, 
the grace wherewith he expreſſed it, and the mar- 
vellous diſcretion wherewith it was accompanied, 
Cyllenia of a ſudden fix'd her Eyes upon my face, 
and when ſhe had look'd a while ſmiling upon me, 
Madam ( faid ſhe will you forgive me a folly, 
which I cannot keep my ſelf ſrom telling you ? There 
Hebut few offences ( /aid 1 ) whereof thou mighteſt 
tot hope for pardon from me. Upon this belief (re- 
ply d Cy/lenia ſmiling as before ) 1 will take the bold- 
nels to tell you, that if Ar/aces be in love, I bclieve 
tis only. with the Princeſs Berenice. 
fool, ( ſaid I, putting her back with my hand ) Yes, 


(added Cyllenia ) even with your ſelf, and if you | - 
| tell you whether my grief, my a{toniſhment, or my 


ave taken the pains tofobſerve his diſcourſe, and his 
tions, your thoughts will be but little different 
om mine, In what place ſoever you are, his eyes 


are continually upon you, he comes not near you | 


vithout fighing, trembling , and changing colour, 

adhe ſpeaks of the perſon he loves, with ſuch a ſub- 

miſſion, and ſuch a reſpect, as can be due to no body 
the Princeſs Berenice, 
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This diſcourſe of Cyl/enia's made me'refle y 
Arſaces his Actions,in which truly I found ſomething 
that agreed with her opinion;and I have not told you, 
that Inad formerly had ſome ſuch fancy, which I had 
banith'd as an effect of my vanity,but then examining 
many words he had ſpoken, and particularly thoſe 
1n the preſence of Theor, I began to give ſome 
credit to Cy/lenia's ſuſpicion; yet did I make a difh- 
culty of confeſſing it to her, and after I had continued 
a good while wittout Reply, Ido not believe ( ſaid 
I) that Ar/aces ever had a thought of me, and in- 
deed it would trouble me very much if I ſhould be 
oblig d to baniſh a man for ever from my ſight, whom 
his virtue makes me infinitely to eſteem. I ſaw by 
C'yilenia”s action, th:t ſhe was vext ſhe had ſaid ſo 

much,and looking upon me with a faceleſs confident 
than before, What, Madam ( ſaid ſe ) if Ar ſaces 
were guilty of no other crime but of having adored 
you, without lett:ng you know it, would you baniſh 
him for ever ? Would I baniſh him, (reply'd 1) why, 
do you doubt of it Cy/leaia ? I was of opinion that 
thoughts had been free,( anſwered Cyllenia ) and that 
all the offence had been only in declaring them ; bur 
lince they are criminal, though conceal'd llalter my 
concelt of poor A-ſaces, and believe he never ming. 
led any thing of love, with the deſign he has to ho- 
nour you. I will believe ſo with you ( added 1 very 
ſeriouſly )JandI had a great deal rather be of that 0- 


| pinion, than ſuffer another, which would make me 
| force the inclination I have to wiſh him very well, 


and in!tead of that begin to hate him. We were in 
this part of our diſcourſe, when being come to the end 
of an Alley, juſt as we were going into another, we 
ſaw that Ar ſaces whom we were talking of, cloſe by 
us, laid along upon the graſs; I was wonderouſly ſur- 
priſed at that Encounter, and fear'd he might have 
over-heard ſomething of what we had ſaid concerning 
him : but] was quickly delivered out of that appre- 
henſion, and Cyl/enia being gone a little nearer him, 
ſaw that his Eyes were ſhut, and by many tokens 
knew him to be-a ſleep. I would have paſſed by 
without awaking him, but Cyllenia had a curioſity 
which oppoſed that intention, and ſeeing that on the 


. ground near Arſaces his mouth, there lay a little 


picture caſe, upon which it ſeem'd that he was fallen 
aſleep, the went ſoftly toward him, without letting 
me know her intent, and taking up the Caſe, ſhe 
brought it to me without looking in it ; Madam( ſaid 
ſhe as ſhe came up to me ) here's ſomething without 
doubt that will be able to ſatisfie your curioſity, and 
I hope we here ſhall ſee the face of her Arſaces loves 
with ſo much reſpect. The diſcourſe we had new- 
ly upon that ſubject,made me condemn that curioſity 
and fearing to meet with ſome confirmation of Cy/le- 
nia's ſuſpicions, I was going to command her to lay 
the Box again inthe place from whence ſhe had taken 


; It, when ſhe open'd it, and made me caſt my Eyes 


uponit ; Why ſhould I hold you longer in ſuſpence ? 
in ſhort, my adventure wes ſuch as | apprehend, 
and in that Box I ſaw the very face which my Glaſs 
repreſented to me everyday. 1 ſhould not be able to 


anger was greateſt, and though the lait be little pre- 
dominate in my nature, I conteſs that in this Encoun- 
recl was ſeized with them all three, 'T1s certain that 
I had a very particular efteem of Arſaces, end that [ 
found no other defect in him ſave that of his quaſi- 
ty, that could diſcourage 4 him from raiſing his 
thoughts to the greateſt and moſt accomplifh'd Prin- 
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34 
ecſs upon earth ; but that obſcurity of his birth, made 
me receive thoſe teſtimonies of his affection as 
more injuries, and look upon his preſumption as 
a blemiſh able to deſtroy all that was good and conſi- 
derable in him ; the favourable opinion had of him, 
made me really ſorry for his fault, and as I had plain- 
ly confeſſed to Cyllenia, 'twas not without trouble 
that I ſaw my ſelſ conſtrain d to puniſh it. Cyllen:a, 
ſeeing me ſo much moved, would have opened her 
mouth to ſpeak to me, but I clapp'd my hand upon 
ir, and preventing what ſhe was about to ſay: Hold 
thy peace (ſaid I) Cyllenia, and fince thou haſt con- 
tributed ſo much to this unlucky diſcovery which we 
now have made, labour alſo for my ſatifaction, and 
take you care of warning this preſumptuous man, 
that he never preſent himſelf before me. I know 
not whether I ſpake theſe words with too loud a 
voice,and whether it was that that waken'd Ar/aces, 
but he preſently roſe up,and ſeeing himſelf ſurpriſed 
in a poſture which he thought not decent before me, 
he ſeemed to be quite out of countenance,and had not 
the confidence to come towards us, without putting 
his hand to his face tohide his bluſhing-atlaſt hewould 
have made his addreſs to us, but as he was coming to 
ward me with a very low obeyſance & was going to 
ſay ſomething to me,] turned on the other ſide with- 
out regarding him, and having made ſign to Cyll-z:ia 
to ſtay and perform the charge I had given her. I 
went haſtily away,and returned ſtreight to my lodg- 
ing, Arſaces (as I have learned ſince} was ſo itrick- 
en with this action, that in Cyllenia's eye, he ſeem- 
ed little different from a Marble Statue, and not re- 
membring he had ever ſeen me do the like; he be- 
lieved the cauſe was extraordinary, and preſently 
ouveſſed at ſomething of the truth; but he continued 
not much longer in doubt, when he ſaw his picture- 
caſe in Cyllensa's hand; he had ſtood unmoveable 
from the time I went away, his hands crofſed upon 


his breaſt, and his Eyes fix'd upon me till I was out * 


of ſight, but as ſoon as he had turn'd them upon 
Cyllenia, and that he ſaw the Picture which had be- 
tray'd him, he was fully perſwaded of the truth of 
that adventure, and fell into a confuſion which it 
would be extremely difficult to repreſent ; he ſtood 
a long time without ſpeech or motion, his very look 
touching Cyllenia with compaſhon ; in the end he 
recover'd alittle courage, and going nearer to her, 
. who was little leſs aftonied than himſelf; Cyllenia, 


( ſaid be) I am undone, andI read my deſtiny too + 


plainly in your face, in the Princeſſes aQtion, andin 
the ſight of that you hold in your hand ; My crime 
isnow diſcover'd, but I have atleaſt this ſatisfaction, 
that*tis only my misfortune, and not my mouth that 
has done me this ill office. Ihave never fail'd by 
want of reſpec to the Princeſs, and how little pow- 
er ſoever I had over my ſelf, I had yet enough over 
my tongue to bind it to an everlaſting ſilence, I 
allege not this Excuſe to juſtifie my ſelf towards her, 
for as reſpectful,as innocent, and as ſecret as my pal- 
ſion was, *tis yet criminal without doubt, fince it has 
mov'd her in:ignation, andthe gods would not have 
diſcovered. it thus, if it had not been puniſhable; 
you ſee me therefore moſt willingly diſpoſed to re- 
ceive that ſentence you are to pronounce ; Ile hear- 
ken to it without murmuring, and though perhaps 
you have contributed ſomething towards my unhap- 
pineſs, Ile lend an ear to my condemnation without 
any reſentment againg you. * 

Cyllexia has ſworn to me fince, that ſhe was not 
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able to hear theſe words of Arſaces without her 
ſenſible of pity, and that it was with great repypy 
cy ſhe executed the commiſſion I had given her ; ty 
being ſhe knew not how to avoid it, ſhe ſtrove ts 
take a Reſolution, and ſweetning her words and 
countenance, as much as poſſibly ſhe could - Sir 
(ſaid ſhe)I bear a ſhare in your afflition, and I cout 
with with all my keart, that the Princeſs had made 
uſe of ſome other body, to acquaint you with her 
intentions; 'tis true, ſhe has diſcovered your paſh. 
on, and is ſo much offended at it, that ſhe thinks 
her ſelf bound to intreat you never to ſee her more 
Arſaces at firſt was touched with this command, hy: 
being his courage was great, and that he had certain 
thoughts whereupon his hopes were grounded 
ſuffered not himſelf to be dejected, but ſettling his 
countenance as it was before, he ſpake thus to Cylle. 
#i4 with a great deal of moderation. 

\ This ſentence is moſt juſt, Cyllenia, and I ſhout 
not be ſo my ſelf if I complained of it, and the mo 
cquitable puniſhment this great Princefs could or. 
dain him, whom her ſight hath cauſed to offend her, 
isto forbid it him for ever: I proteſt to you by her 
fair Eyes, and by the ſacrcd reſpect I bear her, that 
I will obey her Decree without murmuring, and that 
if I could do ſo without deſerving her, I would de- 
mand no longer a delay of my baniſhment, than this 
very moment wherein it is ordain'd me ; but Cyl. 
nia, I am ſtaid here by an important neceſſity, and 
unleſs I will betray the Rings, the State, and the 
Princeſs her ſelf particularly, I cannot go away til 
ſhe hath given me an hours audience. I mult necds 
obtain it by your mediation, I ſay, I muſt needsfor 
the Princeſles ſervice, for her ſatisfaction, and for 
her repoſe ; and I will ingage my ſelf both to youand 
to her,by all the molt religious Oaths were ever tz. 
ken, that in all my diſcourſe, I will not mingleſo 
muchas one word of my paſſion, Procure me this 
favour I beſeech you, which you ſhall ſee I will not 
abuſe, and if I Ereak the promiſe I make youhold 


me for the moſt ingrateful, and the moſt unworthy 


of all men living. Cyl/e2ia was mute at this Propo- 
ſition, and doubting ſhe ſhould not be able to obtain 
what he deſired of me, ſhe knewnot which way fhe 
ſhould free her ſelf from that Requeſt. *Ar/aces ad 
ded ſo many other words to his former perſwaſions, 


and preſſed her ſo earneſtly, that ſhe was conſtrained 


to promiſe kim ſhe would employ all her credit with 
me toeffe&t what he deſired, and leaving him with 
that hope, ſhe came back to me, who was already 
retired into my Cloſlct. 

I was ſo troubled at this adventure, that I wasnet 
able to reſettle my ſelf, and ſo diſpleaſed with Arſace 
his temerity, that'I cou'd not pardon my ſelf the 
fault Ihad committed, in having by my excefſived- 
vilities given him the boldneſs to offend me. What, 
(faidI ) isit then Berenices deſtiny never tg cavk 
love inany bur thoſe that are beneath her, and was 
not the preſumption of one of her fathers ſubjects 
enough for her misfortune, without making her be 
lov'dalſo by a man, who perchance is hardly ſo mui 
as of noble Bloud ? Pas this Beauty then, wherewitl 
ſome have ſo unjuſtly flatter'd me, no power but up 
on perſons of mean condition ? Ah mine Eyes! 
you mult never gain other ViQories, deveit you! 
ſelves of all your luſtre, and loſe all your forces, {in 


| theyare ſo vilely, and ſo unworthily-employed, 


Scarce had I uttered theſe words , when It 
ſome remorſe for the centempt Iſhewed of ey 
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thought, though he was not born a Prince, his 
excellent qualities did ſv fully recompenſe that de- 
ft, that without inju-itce I could not put him in 
the rank of meaner perſons; Ithen call'd tro min4 
i] that was great, and lovely in him, and found 
{ much cauſc of citcem and admiration, that I 
could not remain inſenſible at tha: remembrance ; 
| confeſs, the charms of his graceful faſhion, the 
ſweetnels of his converſation, and his merit in 

ral, had wrought in me a good will towards 

-- which had ſomething in it more than ordinary, 
ud my reflecting upon that, abated much of the 
violence of my former thoughts ; Would it plea: 
edthe gods, ( ſ:id I again by ſome ſecret reltraint ) 
would it pleaſed the gods he were Eorn a Prince, 
and that his too bold paſſion were authorized by a 
ſs unequal birth, I ſhould not then reckon this con- 
veſt ſhameful, and if he onely wanted Kingdoms, 
his virtue would either ſupply that defect, ur quick:- 
put himin a way to get them. 

No ſooner had ] given way unto this thought in fa- 
our of Ar/aces, but my anger ſtifled it again, and 
made me aſham'd of my compliance with his crime ; 
Lethim go, ( ſaid I, recalling my diſdain ) that pre- 
ſumptuous man, by whom my favourable uſage has 
been ſo ill received, let him carry his audacious af- 
ions ſomewhitter elſe, and thoſe deſires which 
xe too ambitious for one of common rank ; Iam 
merciful enough in concealing his crime from the 
King my father, and [ puniſh him too gently in or- 
dining nothing but baniſhment for ſuch a fault as his. 
Iwastaken up with theſe different thoughts, when 
Cyilezia came in to me, and gave me preſently an 
en account of the ſucceſs of her Commiſſion, I 
hearken'd to her relation with ſome kind of tender. 
nefs, and was little touch'd with Ar/aces his words, 
but for all the intreaties Cyllenia could uſe, ] wasnot 
to be wone to grant him the audience he demand- 


Thave ſeen him and heard him but too much alrea- 
dy (faid I ) he has abuſed my indulgence, he has 
abuſed my innocent goodneſs,the cods forbid I ſhould 
flintothat errour any more, and that 1 by my weak- 
neſs ſhould give him further occaſion to aggravate his 
offences toward me. Cyllenia prefled me a good 
vile, but 'twas impoſſible to obtain any thing elſe 
o meat that time, Az/ſaces came not _in my fight 
the next day, nor of two or three days after, but 
aving met C'yllenia, and ſtopt her ; Cyllenia ( ſaid 
t)Iask the Princeſs pardon for my ſtay in Scythia, 
ad though ſhe have not expreſly commanded me out 
dit, Iſhould account my ſelf extreame faulty, in 
continuing longer in her countrey, after having me- 
nted her indignation, if I could go away without diſ- 
urging a duty to which I amoblig'd by all the fide- 
ty] owe to her and hers. The thing I am totell her 
wil in part repair the offence I have committed, and 
tether can ſhe neglect it without prejudice to her 
klt, nor I conceal it without betraying her ; be pleaſ- 
«therefore ſoto bring it to paſs, that ſhe may grant 
ne the favour I have demanded, and I will leave 
Sethia within an hour after, without other trouble 
ne that of having offended her by my criminal paſſi- 
0n, 


Arſacesto theſe words added many ardent ſuppli- 
Uons, and Cyle-14, who was touch'd with them, 
nd who knew the power ſhe had with me, ingag'd 

elf to make one tryal more, and coming pre- 

Wy to me, ſhe related that Encounter in terms 
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which, joyn'd to the inclination I had to wiſh well to 
Arſaces, made me not altogether inſenſible ; yetl for 
a long waile reſilted her importunity in favour of 
him, and told her many times, that after the know- 
ledgeI had of his love, I could neither ſce him nor 
hear him, without doing my ſelf an unſpeakable in- 
jury ; but ſhe argued againſt thoſe conſiderations with 
many others, -and alleged, that I ought not for light 
ſcruples to loſe the occaſion of receiving anadvertiſe- 
ment which perhaps was of greater conſequence to 
me thanI imagin'd ; to theſe motivesſhe added moſt 
effectual intreaties, and perſecuted me ſo long, that 
I was con{train'd to promiſe her I would ſuffer Ar/a- 
ces to make me one viſit more, upon the conditions 
he had defir'd it, and upon the proteſtation ſhe made 
on his behalf, that it ſhould be the laſt to which I 
ſhould be oblig'd. 

She let him know that ſame day, what ſhe ob- 
tain'd of me for him, and the next following got me 
to take the ſame walk in the garden, and with the 
ſame company, as I had done ſome few dayes before, 
After I had paſſed through ſome of the allies with 
Cyllenia alone, I retired into a cloſe arbour, where 
by her perſwaſion I ſate down upon the ſeats of green 
turf, and had not ſtaid there lons, before 1 ſaw Ar- 
faces come; at fight of him I changed colour, and 
looking upon him with diflerent thoughts from thoſe 
[ had before, he ſeem'd to have quite another ſhape 
thanthat he was wont to have ; | ſcarce durtt lift up 
my eyes to bchold him, and fceling already a re- 
morſe for wh:t I had yielded to, I was unreſolved 
whether I ſhould itay, or go away before I heard 
him ; he might eaſily obſerve my confuſion in my face 
for the ſisht of him renewing my anger, and my 
ſhame, had already ſet it all one fire; In the mean 
time he came into the arbour, where he inſtantly fell 
upon his knees before me; but I was ill ſatisfied with 
that poſture, and fearing it would be accompanied 
with ſome diſcourſe of the nature of that ,I appre- 
hended ; Riſe, ( ſaidI ) Arſaces,and remember the 
conditions upon which I permit thislaſt viſit ; I know 
but too much of your follies already,take heed there 
fore that your words diſcover nothing more of 
them, 

Arſaces ſtirr'd not from my feet, but looking up- 
on me with eyes, in which his paſſion was painted to 
the life, Fear not Madam, ( ſaid he ) that 1 will abuſe 


the favour you do me; andif my follies are known 


to you, remember; if you pleaſe, that I contributed 
not unto that knowledge any other way than by my 
misfortune, and that you can neither accuſe my ton- 
Sue, nor my actions of the offence I have commit- 
ted.. I knew too well what was due to you from mit: 
erable -rſzces, to exceed the limits which a juſt 
ſenſe of his want of merit preſcribed him, and I know 
too well with how much jultice you are exaſperated 
agzinſt him, to kneel here at your feet with any hope 
to juſtifie his crime ; Neither is it with that intention 
I begg'd theſe laſt proofs of your goodneſs, and *tis 
enough that I have made my ſeif unworthy of it, 
without ſeeking occaſions ta abuſe it; but I deſired 
this audience before my departure, that I micht tell 
you ſome news, which it is very fit you ſhould know, 
and in which you wi!l without doubt find ſome ſatis- 
faction. Arſaces would have coutinued his diſcourſe, 
when I commanded him to riſe, and when he had 
obey d me, he began again on this manner, 
Berezice made alittle pauſe in this part of her nar- 
ration, to recall into her memory what _—_ ory 
| aid, 
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faid, and Oroondates, who could not ſuffer her to 
ſpeak ſo long of Arſaces without interruption, and 


who hearken'd impatient'y to all ſhe ſaid of him, 
took his time then, and lifting up his eyes to heaven ) of his Javeline under that arm which he helg 


with an angry action; Is it your pleaſure then O 
Gods ! ( cry'd he) that ] ſhould proſecute Arſaces 
nor only as an implcable Enemy to Oroondates, but 
alſo as a Traitour to Berenice ? The Princeſs was 
ſurpriſed at that exclamation, and turning toward 
Oroondates ; Brother ( ſaid ſhe ) of what crime, 
and of what infidelity do you accuſe Arſaces, to 
whom we have ſo great obligations ? Siſter ( replied 
the Prince extremely mov'd) Arſaces has ruined 
me, and Arſaces has betraied you, he is amongſt 
cur Enemies our particular Enemy, and *tis both 
for your intereſts and mine own, that | mult give 
him that death, which in our combats he twice alrea- 
dy has avoided. The Princeſs amazed at theſe 
words, was going to deſire her Brother to explain 
them, but their converſation was broken off by a 
noiſe they heard without the Tent; the Prince roſe 
up to enquire the cauſe of it, when he heard them 
Arm. Arm, and preſently after Toxar:s coming into 
the Tent; put 6ne your Arms Sir, ( ſaid be to his 
HMafter ) the Enemes are hard by, and at the ſawe 
time he clapt his Cuiraſs on his back, and buckled on 
that Cask which he had laid aſide but a while before, 
Oroondates, whom ſuch Alarms could not terrific, 
madeh aſt to get on the reſt of bis Arms, and with 
his ſword in his hand ran to the dore of the Tent, 
where he inſtantly ſaw the cauſe of all that Fir. 
One man alone was the authour of it, and one man 
alone richly Arm'd and gallantly mounted had ſtruck 
a terrour into whole Troops nor was indeed an ordi- 
nary man, for he, by his actions at the entering into 
the Camp, had given ſufficient grounds of fear to 
thoſe that happen'd to be in his way ; he had deſpiſed 
the out guards which would have oppoſed his paſ- 
ſage, and forcing his way through the midſt of them 
like lightning, had made his hotſe leap over the 
Trench, and was advancing toward the Tents wtih 
ſuch a confident raſhneſs, as was enough to win be- 
lief, that ſome ſtrong defpair had Arm'd him againſt 
all apprehenſion of death, That of Prince Oroonda- 
res was one of the outmoſt, and they that had the 
cuard of it, ſecing this Cavalier advance with his 
ſword in his hand, and with his geſture threatning 
ſomething more terrib!e than ordinary, ran to meet 
him, and preſented the points of their Javelines a- 
gainſt him, but he cuntemn'd thoſe feeble obſtacles, 
and ſpurring one his horſe, trampled ſome of them 
under foot, laying at the reſt ſo furiouſly with his 
ſword, that almoit every ſtroke brought death tv one 


or other. He had already open'd himſelf a large way . 


tothe Tent, when Eumenes and Phrataphernesarm'd, 
and on horſe-back, came unto that place ; theſe two 
Warriers look'd intentively upon him, and Phrara- 
phernes by his Arms, and the mightineſs of his blows, 
preſently knew him to be the redoubted Arſaces, 
who afew days before had kilPd his Son in his pre: 
ſence, and had reduced his own life to great extre- 
mity. 'The ſight of this cruel Enemy, whoſe 1dea was 
cver in his remembrance waken'd his fierce reſent- 
ment, and running at him like a man tranſported with 
rage, O Piſiſtratm( cry'd he )thy Father will either 
revence thy death, or periſh in the attempt. As he 


ſpoke theſe words, he darted his Javeline at Arſaces, 
which having given him a ſlight hurt, remained hang- 
ing inthe ſleeve of his Coat of Mail, from whence 
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Arſaces quickly pull'd it, and ſeeing Ph 
come thundring at him with his Be My 


met him withan equal violence, and aiming the pg i 
h 
made the head of it paſs quite through to t ſ 
ſide; the unfortunate = cops. was _ 1 
all bathed in his own blood, and letting £0 the rej 1 
of his bridle, fell dead at Exmenes his horſes " 
That valiant man, whom his friends deſtiny touch A 
with grief and compaſſion, ruſh'd forward totakere. MY © 
venge upon Ar/aces, who was turning another wz t 
and oppoling his paſſage, after he by a loud cry ha NC 
given him warning to defend himſelf, diſcharg'4: MW ® 
blow upon his Helmet with his utmoſt force. The MW 
hand of Exmenes was not light, and indeed 4rſay a 
was roughly ſhaken by it, but he ſhocked Em  * 
ſo violently with his ſhield, and with the breaſt oft I} ® 
horſe, that Enmenes his, being too weak for that. Ml © 
counter, was thruſt upon his hinder quarters, ay I ®" 
came down upon the ſand with his Maſter, Thi ( 
action paſſed before Oroondares his Tent, juſt atthy MW "* 
very time, when having put on all his Arms, bewy MW ” 
run to the door, whither the Princeſs Berenice had if 
followed him. Arſaces caſt his eye at the ſame tine M 
both upon the Brother, and upon the Siſter, andno MM *" 
ſooner knew them, but he lift up his hand and hex I} 
toward Heaven, and diſcovering his fury by a teri. dit 
ble cry, and by a threatning action, he leaped from ha 
his horſe to aſſault Oroondates without advantage, tl 
and running at him with his ſword drawn, made hin M ® 
ſuthcicntly know, that 'twas only for him he broke ” 
the Truce, and brought the War alone into the Camp by 
of his Enemies. Oroondares knew him preſentlyby of 
divers marks, and thanking the gods in amoment al 
for that ſo wiſh'd encounter, came to meet him : ed 
fiercely asa Lion, and threw himſelf headlong into of 
the fight with a rage that came no way ſhort of his; of 
they drew blood with the firſt trokes they gave, and } ©? 
having made ſome few more at one another with the i "! 
ſame vigor and animoſity, they cloſed, and ſeizing 
upon each others body, began to wreſtle with an ex ha 
ceſſive fury ; they made uſe of nothing but meet ta 
ſtrength, and the blind rage of theſe two Warrier Ii 5" 
ſuffered them not to think either of eight or skill ho 
they that ſtood by to behold this Combat, would i 
have faln upon Az/aces, but Thaleſtris, who was one Ly 
of them, and who deteſted ſuch baſe odds, hindred py 
them with all her power, andin the interim theſe two i * 
Valiant men came down together like twoCo/loſſſe, ſa 
and began to rowl upon the ground with ſuch a fury, Hl 
as {truck terrour in thoſe that were ſpectatours, B*- - 
renice, Araxes, and many others made prayers fot - 
Oroondates, but none of them durſt uudertake at) Tr 
way to aſſiſt him , and his generoſity was fo wel ws 
known to them, that they dared hot to hope fort] b 
advantage to him, but by his valour alone; tl ka 
both ſtruggled in vain to get the better, andalt WF 
they had deveſted the earth of its greenneſs, andds M 
ed it all over with their blood in which they wallow => 
ed, they with their arms and legs thruſt each othe! v 
away at the ſame inftant, and ſtart up on their ſex p- 
again: they had already liſt up their ſwords to begh c 
a ſecond bout, when a Souldier coming behind #1 bs 
ces, thruſt him into the reins of his back witffÞ hf 
Javeline, the head whereof ſtuck a good way "7 
his body, and the ſhaft remained broken in the $007 7 
diers hand. | = 7 
Oroondates, who beheld this ation with an oy 


ſpeakable grief; ran at him who had given wy - 
ame 
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fil affitance, but Arſaces, who for all ke was'o 
chafed and heated, felt the blow he had received, 
ſprung ſuidenly upon that Eneny, and not giving 
tim the Iciſure go get away, NC with a flaſh of his 
word cut off the arm that had {trucken tin at the ve- 
ry ſhoulder. After this revenge he turned toward 0- 
randates, but his ſtrength began to fail htm, and he 
was ſo weaken'd by that lait wound,that having reel- 
«dthree or four ſteps, he could no longer keep hi n- 
ſffrom falling on the ground.0r0ondates enraged at 
the iſue of this Combar, wherein he ſaw fo little ho- 
nour;was like to have turned hisArms againſt himſelf, 
blot out the ſhame he had received, Beremce, Tha- 
Iftrisand Araxes ran preſently to him, and began to 
#6rm him;to look upon his wounds, as they led him 
this Tent, but he would not go into it, without tak- 
ing the care he thought himſelf bound to have of his 
Enemy, and turning toward /enclars, Alecander, 
ind Hyarder, who were with him : For Gods ſake, 
(id he) if this gallant man be not dead.pget him ſome 
kelp, and let him be broughtinto one of the rooms of 
my Tent, where I will give order he ſhall have that 
ſfitance he itands in needof. Thoſe young Warri- 
ors obeyed him, an1 coming to the place wnere the 

reat Arſaces lay al along4they ſaw the earth {tain'd 
with bloud round about him, and found him in a con- 
dition wherein their ſuccour was very neceſſary. He 
hd ſcarce any under(tandi :g lefc, but they pulling up 
tis beaver, the freſh air recalled his fainting ſpirits 
nd they ſaw him open his eyes, and lifr up his head 
rery weakly, Afenclze cauing himto be taken up 
by Souldiers, and helpins himſetf in that charitable 
office, carried him into Croondates his Tent,where in 
iChamber near his,he was quickly difarn'd,uncloth- 
ed.an3 laid in bed ; but he was ſo weakned with loſs 
ofhbloud,wearineſs, and the pain he felt with the head 
of the Jivelin which was ttill in his body, that he 
could hardly diſcern any thing that was done about 
him, 

in the mean tive Prince Oroovdates his ſervants 
had got him to bed, and found he had but two, and 
thoſe not conſiderable hurts ; but when the Chirur- 
pions would have come to dreſs them, he enquired 
how his Enemy did, and having heard he was alive, 
and in his Tent ; Think of him fir{t then ( ſaid he to 
Lyſnachws his Phiſician ) his wounds are more dan- 
rerous than mine, and I will not ſuffer my ſelf to te 
loked to, till he have had the h:Ip which I can better 
ſay for.Go (continued he turning toward the Chirur- 
gions) and tell that Valiant man, that-'tis neither the 
nconmodiouſneſs of my wounds, nor the mortal ha- 
tred which is between us, that hinders me from vi- 
ſting him,but the fear my preſence maydiſpleaſe him, 
and the ſhame I ſhould have to appear before him,af- 
ter the abominable-foul play that has been uſed to 
tim ; tell him morcover, that he may receive this aſ- 


tance without trouble, and without fear of being 


engaged to any reconciliation with me ; that I expect 
tot that fruit of the ſervice Ido him, and that I labour 
or the preſervation of his life, only to aſfault it once 
win with more glory,and to repair ſome part of the 
Whonoyr that reflects upon me by the event of our - 
Combat. With this meſſage he ſent them to Arſaces, 
Without ſuffering them to touch him, but preſently 
er, by Araxes his carethere were others brought 
vio ſuppliedthe want ofthem;and dreſſed his wounds 
the preſence of Lyſimachus, Prolomeus, Craterus, 
and of all the Principal Commanders of the Army, 
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Whom the noiſe of that adventure drew preſently | 


337 
into his Tent, In the mean time Arſaces had reco- 
vercd his underitanding perfectly, and ſeeing himſelf 
in bed encompaſled with perſons whom he knew not, 
he looked earneſtly upon them, and after having been 
a while ſilent ; Tellme I pray you (ſaid he) in what 
place I ami and from'Fhom 1 receive theſe good Of- - 
tices? You are in your Enemies Tent(anſwered Me- 
eats ) and 'tis by his order you receive this ſuccour, 
which the wiole world owes unto your Valour. Ar- 

ſces hearing that cryed out, and lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, Ah! Fortune, (ſaid he)) this is too much 
and this obitinacy thou ſhewelſt in perſecuting me is 
full of inhumanity, and injuſtice; thou laboureſt for 
my co:fufion as much as for my Enemies glory, and 

'tis onely to make me die with grief that thou wilt 
nave me thus often indebted to him ; but the gods 
torbid I ſhould longer make uſe of thy falſe relief, 
and that I ſhould prolong my life; if I cannot do it 
but by the mercy,. and aſſiſtance of my Ene- 
my. | 

| He was ſpeaking on this manner, when the Chirur- 

Stons came in, and drew near to his bed-fide ; but as 

ſoon as ever they went about to dreſs his wounds, 

Arſacesthru't them back,and refuſed their help ; Go 
( ſaid he) and tell him that ſent you, I had rather loſe 
my life than owe it ſo often to him, that *twas only to 
aſſuil his I came intothis Camp, but fince he ſo well 
knows how to defend it, let him ſuffer him to die 
without overwhelming him with ſhame and confuſi- 

on, whom he cannot ſuffer to live, ſo long as he is 

alive himſelf; I had hoped he would have fallen-with 
me;but fince his de{tiny is ſtronger than mine,let him 
content himſelf with triumphing over my happi- 


n:ſs, and with triumphing over my life, without tri- 


umphing alſo owgr my reputation. By ſuch like 
words as theſe the afflicted Arſaces rejected the ſuc- 
cour that was offered him : but Jminras the Phyſi- 
tian, judging that the meſſage Oroondates had given 
him charge to deliver, might perchance work ſome- 
thing with him, -repeated it to him word-for word, 
and by that means ſhak'd his reſolution a little z when 
he had told him once again, that the Prince expected 
no other fruit of the. help he ſent him, but the means 
to end their differences with more glory, upon that 
condition (replied Arſaces) I accept his aſſiſtance, 
and I will conſerve my life, to keep him from believ- 
ing that I am afraid to diſpute it once more -againſt 
him; he ſhallſee me yet again with my ſword; in my 
ſword in my hand,fince he will have it fo, ,not to.con- 
tend with him for the advantage of our:Combats 
which is wholly his, but to requite our injuries and 
obligations both together. After this diſcourſe, he 
no longer oppoſed the will of the Phyſitian and Chi- 
rurgians, but they were not free from trouble an\ 
apprehenſion, when they found the head ofthe Jave- 
line was all within his fleſh, yet did they_begin with 
inſtruments to try if: they*could pull it out, and at 
laſt their endeavours prevailed, but with ſuch ex- 
tremity of pain to Ar/aces, that a weaker conſtitu- 
tion than his would infallibly have ſunk under it, and 
yet he never ſo-much as cried out, or ſpoke, one 
word,or did any ation that could teſtihe he was ſen- 
ſible of the pain they put him to; when the head was 
ont, the Chirurgions no longer doubted of. his cure 
and ſearching - two - or three . other} wounds he 
had; found not any of them to. be great or dange- 
rous. When they had performed what belonged to 
them,they enjoyned their patient reit and ſilence, but 
he took care of that himſel{,& ſpeaking to Alexander 

GCC and AMe- 


HMenelans, who had not ſtirred from him ; Charita- 
| ble Enemies (faid he) I beſeech you as you love the 
gods, let nobody viſit me; yoti have ſeen but the 
ſlighteſt of my wounds, and beſides the eſtate of my 
body, my mind is in ſuch a condition as cannot en- 
dure any company. Alexander promiſed him what 
he deſired, and then withdrawing themſelves, they 
| Jeftnone in the room but thoſe that were neceſſary to 

ſerve him. They went into Oroondates his Cham- 
ber, which they found full of Princes, and Officers of 
the Army that were come to viſit him, all of them to- 
octher were aſtoniſhed ar this adventure, and admir'd 
the boldneſs of that ſtranger, who through the midiſt 
of ſo many thouſand men, and of a thouſand deaths 
which threatned him, was come to ſeek him in the 
heart ofhis Camp, and even in his very Tent; but 
when Menelazs told them what he had ſaid unto the 
Chirurgions and the generouscontempt he hadſhewn 
of his life, they could not wonder enough at his mag- 
nanimity, and at the greatneſs of his courage. This 
relation made Oro ates certain thatit was Arſaces, 
but he would not fav any thing of it, for fear of giv- 
ing ſome alarm :s the Princeſs Berenice, who by 
her ſtory he found bore him a great deal of good will, 
deferring to let her know the truth, till time ſhould 
afford him : fitter opportunity. Many ofthe Princes 
would nave viſited him, and paid him what they be- 
lieved dueto a man of fo rare a valour, but Alerar- 
der and Menelau diverted their intent, by telling 
them what a trouble it would be to him, and the re- 
queit he had made, 

In this interim.it grew night, and every body being 
retired, the two gallant enemies paſſed it in diſquiets 
that were not much unlike. Oroondates,enraged attne 
iſſue of that adventure could not complain ſufficiently 
of his ili fortune, and deteited the croſsneſs of it with 
words full of tranſport and fury, 71uft Iput ry £- 
nemy to the pains(ſaid he) to come and ſeek we out cve- 
ry day, and muſt this happy Rival, not being ſ:ttsfied 
with peaceably enjoying the affetion of my ingrateſul 
Princeſs envy me alſo this nrſerable life, which he hz 
reduced to ſuch a lamentable condition ? Muſt he vis- 
late the truce,force his paſſage over our Trencbes, and 
find me idle in my Tent,when I have ſo many occaſions 
#0 pull me out of it, and that I ought to ſhut my eyes 
again#t all dangers, and again$t all conſiderations, 
zo carry death unto that fortunate Rival, aud to that 
Srreconcileable Enemy ? Ah my courage, Ah my love, 
Ab my honour, what ts now become of you? Do you 
ſuffer me barely to threaten, and apther to execute, 
that I ſhould learn my duty of him, again5t whom 
1 had arw'd my ſelf with theſe furious reſolutions ? 
Arſaces was no way oblig'd to prevent me, and Ar- 
ſaces might have ſate ſtill with honour, he whoſe 
fortune 1 ſo bappy, whoſe deſires are fully ſatisfied, 
and who having rob'd we of Statira, has nothing more 
zo demand; but Oroondates deprived of Statira, de- 
prived of happineſſe, and deprived of honour, ought 
not to have breath*d, but to recover what he has loſt, 
and ought not to have prolonged hu life, but ro take 
vengeance of that Raviſher of his happineſs, of his ho- 
#our,and of Statira ell together, 

He ſpent ſome hours 1n this conſideration, and then 
falling into more cruel thoughts, Ab ! witbonr queſti- 
on (added he) without queFion Statira thinks it 
zot enough to have forſaken me, but ſhe will have me 
die by the bands of her new Lover, becauſe I could 
not die with orief for her inconſtancy ; and tis cer- 
tainly by her order that Arſaces ſets himſelf ſo obſti- 
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nately againſt my life; her new affeftion without dy 
makes it edtous to ber,andſhe no longer wall ſuffer ſu 
an irreproachable witneſs of her + a to Contingg 
in the world; if it be ſo, O Caſſandra, ( for You ne 
longer are Statira, and with the name of the royal Fa. 
wily, have likewiſe laid aſide all that was vreat end 
noble in you ) if it be. ſo, 1 am too blame to oppoſe 
your deſires any longer, and I onght to offer up 
breaſt without reſiſtance to that Miniſter of your com. 
mands ;, but 1 will ſatisfie him as ſocn as ever he igjn 
a condition to take bus ſatisfattion, and give me min 
and the Sun ſhall no ſooner ſee. Arſaces upon hi; fra 
again, but it ſhall ſee him fighting with Org. 
dates. Jn the mean time ( ſaid heto himſelf) he j 
in thy power, he 1s #n thy Tent, that cruel tornyr. 
tor of thy days, and inſtead of ſacrificing him to thy 
juſt indignation, thou art obliged by ſome 1 emaingy; 
of virtue, which thy paſſions cannot ſtifle, ro aſſſ 
him, to ſerve him, andto labor for the preſeryating 
of that life, which thou'woundeſt, and which thy 
oughteſt to take away, But *rts no matter, ( 
tinued he ) we will do what we ought to do to the 
utmo$t, and when we have paid our Rival wha. 
ſoever, in the condition he now #5, hc can hope fy 
from an Enemy as generow 4s himſelf, we will pre 
ſecute our quarrells without remorſe, and withag 
advantage, and will without regret afjault a life, fi 
the conlervation whereof we have done all that we 
were 50ind to do. 

Theſe were the diſcourſes of reſtleſs Oroondates; 
but if he was tormented," Azſzces found no bctteruſ: 
age from his inhumane thoughts ; the grief he wasin 
to ſee himſelf at the mercy of his Enemy, and con 
itrain'd to receive his afliitance, did indeed nuke 
ſome part of his diſcontents ; but theſe were not the 
moſt violent, and when he remembered that he that 
day alſo had ſcen the Princeſs Berenice with him at 
the doorof his Tent, and that he believ'd him quiet- 
ly poſſeſſed of her, whoſe affection he by a thouſand 
remarkable ſervices had fo well deſerved, all hiscon- 
ſtancy forſook him, and gave him over to his rage # 
lone;it had before been great enough to deprive hin 
of the better part of his judgement,and to make him, 
in the action he had newly done,deſpiſe thoſe dangers 
into which he would not have precipitated himſelf, if 
he had felt the leſt ſpark of a deſire to live ; but by 
that cruel ſight it was ſo ſtrangely aggravated, that 
it inſenſibly took away all the remaining power whid 
reaſon had yet conſerv'd over his afflicted mind ; in 


theſe furious fits whercinto it caſt him, he form'd 


ſuch defigns as were ſuitab!e to his deſpair ; but whe 
he put his hands upon his wounds, or that he tried 
to raiſe himſelf upon his bed, the knowledge of hi 
weakneſs augmented his vexation, as much as be 
felt his ſtrength to be diminiſh'd, W hat wilt tho 
do, miſerable man, ( ſaid he) and in this highelt pita 
of thy misfortunes,to whom wilt thou have recourk 
and what wilt thou 'reſolve upon ? Inconſtant bet 
zice has unworthily forſaken thee, fortune forſakes 
thee with her, and even the gods themſelves declare 
openly for thine encmy.If the gods, if fortune, it Bert 
nice be againſt thee, what canſt thou flye to but death 
which will free thee from the anger of the gods, 
ſhelter thee from the perſecutions of fortune, and 


| cure thee of the remembrance of ingrateful Berenice! 
'We mult die then, that defign is no new thing 


Arſaces, if he had not been reſoly'd on that, 
would not to day have charg?d into a whole Am} 
and an Army in which there ate fo many men go 
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ake his life without advantage ; butto die without 

oe isa very hard condition to Arſaces, he has 
been wont to leave his enemies a victory o little 
rated ; and if he muſt loſe Berenice, he can hard- 
jy quit the poſſeſſion of her to another, unleſs he pur. 
baſe it at leaſt with a good quantity of his blood ; 
tis Rival mult periſh with him if it be poſſible, and 

Jerenice who twice already has been preſent at our 

2rs, uſt glut her ſelf with that ſpeCtacie once 

Co Bur why ( continued he ) why ſhouid [ 
+feritany longer ? Can I not with the ſmall remnant 
Frength I have left, get into my Rivals Chamber, 
ndmake an end of the buſineſs with daggers ? they | 
merinto our bodics without reliſtance, and we ſhall 
wwe no arms that can protract our Combat, He 
ound fome ſweetneſſe in this thought, but of a ſud- 
zinhe alſo met with difficulties in it; Thine enemy is 
po generous ( ſaid he ) and thou oughtelt to believe 
ty ſo many effects of his vertue, that in the conditi- 
thou now art, he will not accept this kind of Com- 
hat againſt thee 3 and as jealous, as tranſported, and 
xdeſperate as thou art, thou canft never be ſo baſe 
1s tothink of ſtabbing him in his bed. No, do bet- 
ter, Arſaces, leave him Berenice, fince he deſerves 
ter; his vertue, and the good offices he has done 
thee, oblige thee to quit her to him, and thou maiſt 
+andon her without meanneſs of ſpirit, provided 
thoualſo abandon thy life with her ; he will not be- 
levethou yield'{t her to him for fear of a death, which 
thou ſhalt give thy ſelf in his preſence ; and thou ſhalt 
wtthen be compell'd to prelong thy pains, in pro- 
bnging thy life for a revenge which perchance thou 
nay't never be allow'd totake. This laſt thought 
fxd Ar/aces his reſolution more than the reſt, and 
he was ſtill of the ſame mind, when the day began 
to break, 

The Princeſs Berenice and Thaleſtris ſaw it appear 
vithout, having hardly cloſed their eyes all night, 
hey lay together, as before at Polewor*s houſe; and 
f the diſcontents of Oroondates and Arſaces tor- 
mented them ſo cruelly, theirs ſuffered them to reſt 
but very little better. Tha'eftris had no ſooner given 
Berenice part of the ſatisfaction ſhe had received 
by the clearing of matters between O-ozres and her, 
nd of the trouble ſhe began to feel for the baniſh- 
ment ſhe had condemn'd him to, but Berenice with 
alike confidence imparted her diſquicts, ſhe remem- 
bred the words her brother had ſpoken touching 
tſaces his infidelity, and they were ſo deep!y in- 
= in her memory, that from the firſt moment 

had heard them, ſhe wasnot capable of any reſt; 
ſhe wou'd have had 'much adoto believe that report 
fit had come from any other body but the Prince 
ter brother, but ſhe gave ſo perfect a credit tv what 
teſaid, that ſhe durſt not queltion what had been told 
ter by ſo authentick a witneſs; that cruel opinion ha- 
Mg begun to creep into her mind, tormented her 
ieady very violently, and not being able to diſſem- 
tle her thoughts from that fair Queen, ſhe dis- 

then'd part of her griefs into her boſome. 
Princeſſe was exceeding moderate, and of a won- 
(ous mild diſpoſition ; nor was ſhe tranſported with 
ay fury, but ſatisfied her ſelf with weeping, and 
Omplaining of Arſaces his inconſtancy, without fall- 
ngintoany rage,or making any imprecations againſt 
If Arſaces has deceiv'd me( ſaid ſhe) there is no 
Mvre fidelity to be hoped for in mankind , and I can 
dy believe he ſhould have forſaken me with- 
Upowerful reaſons to perſwade him to it ; without 
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doubt I was not lovely enough to keep his affections 
| longer, but he had done too much;and I dare ſay, he 
had ſuffered too much for me,to open his eyes ſo ſud- 
denly to the knowledge of my defects; I for his ſake 
nad committed faults, which perhaps will never be 
forgiven me by ſeverer perſons, and I may truly ſay, 
that Inever by any of my actions gave him juſt cauſe 
to repent of his affection. Though the Princefſe 
brought forth theſe words very calmly, yet did ſhe 
accompany them with ſighs and tears, which made 
Thaleftris judge ſhe was much more deeply touch'd 
than ſhe was willing to make ſhew of : ſheſtroveto 
comfort her ina diſeaſe whereof ſhe her ſelf was al- 
ready cured,and being very loath to redouble her af- 
fliction,ſhe feign'd to be ignorant of the cauſe of Oro- 
onaates his words, and told her nothing at all of what 
ſhe with him believed touching the loves of Arſaces 
and of Queen Srartira, As ſhe was thus reſerv'd in 
conſideration of Berenice, Berenice was no lefſe ſo in 
regard of her, and would not reveal a ſecret which 
ſhe had not yet diſcovered to the Prince her brother. 
The deſire ſhe had to clear her doubts perfectly with 
him, made her get out of bed when the Sun was 
ſcarcely riſen,and as ſoon as ever ſhe was ready, ſhe 
went out of her chamber to go to Oroondates his 
Tent. Shecame thither,and gave him the good-mor- 
row, when Arſaces was yet inthoſe cruel agitations 
which had diſtracted him all the night. He was ſtill 
full of irreſolution, when Oroondates his ſervants 
came into his chamber, and drawing near to his bed- 
ſide, told him their Maſter had ſent them to enquire 
after his health ; by his redoubling of obligations, 
Arſaces his griefs were redoubled, and it fretted him 
to the heart, to ſee that every moment he became in- 
debted to his Enemy ; he ask'd them ſomething . 
briskly what company was with him ? and they with- 
out diving into his intention, told him, that they left 
the Princeſs Beren:ce by his bedeſide. Arſaces at that 
anſwer could not forbear to cry out, which they attri- 
buted only to the pain of his wounds,and being come 
cloſe to him to learn the cauſe more particularly, 
Go( ſaid he) and tell your Maſter, Iſhall bequickly 
cured. 

With theſe words he turn'd his head onthe otket 
ſide, and reflecting upon this laſt confirmation of his 
misfortune, he no more doubted tut that he ought 
to dye without deferring a minute longer. Thor 
baft liv'd too long Arſaces (ſaid he ) thou baſt liv'd too 
long. Thy griefs are too intolerable to languiſh in 
them any lonver, and if thou no more canſt give two 
lives to thy reſentment, appeaſe it by ſacrificing the 
more unfortunate : but offer this ſacrifice before the 
eyes of ungrateful Berenice; let thy Rival live, ſince 
be defends his life ſo well, and that thou art twice in- 
debted to him for thine ;, in the condition thou now 
art, thou canſt no more attempt any thing lawfully a- 
gainſt him, andinthe extremity of thoſe miſeries thou 
ſuffereſt thou couldſt never have the patience to ſtay for 
the recovery of thy ſtrength. 

As he talk'd thus to himſelf, he opened one of the 
Curtains of his bed, and ſeeing his armour which 
they had laid upon the ſeats cloſe by his bed-fide, he 
pull'd one of his arms out of bed, and putting his 
hand upon his Cuiraſſe, felt for a Dagger which he 
commonly wore there, and having drawn it out of 
the ſheath, he hid it in his bed to make nſe of it in the 
reſolution he had taken. He then raiſed himſelf to fit 
up, though with much pain and trouble, and judging 
that with ſome help he might be able to ſtand, he 
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call'd one of Oroondates his ſervants which waited in 
the Chamber, and when he was come to his bed-fide, 
he pray'd him to reach his cloaths, and to help him 
on with them. Theman who ſaw in what condition 
he was, made ſomedifficulty to obey him ; but Ar- 
ſacesredoubled his intreaties with ſo abſolute a look 
andſo imperious a voice, that he no longer had the 
boldneſs to refuſe what he demanded. He put on 
his cloaths with much ado, and with much incommo- 
diouſneſs to Ar/aces, who when he was ready, con- 
vey'dthe Dagger, ſo thatthe man perceiv'd it not, 


into one of the ſleeves of his Caſſock ; after which he | 


deſired his aſſiſtance to get into his Maiters Cham- 
ber. The ſervant who was ignorant of his intenti- 
ons, made a great ſcruple of helping him in that de- 
fign, bnt when he ſaw him without arms, and ſo 
feeble that he could hardly ſit upright, he believ'd he 
might do him that ſervice without putting his Prince 
into any danger, ard moreover Azſaces his counte- 
nance cauſed ſo much reſpec, and ſo much fear in 
| him together, that he had not the courage to diſobey 
him. By his aſſiſtance therefore he roſe from his 
bed, and when he was upon his legs ke felt himſelf 
ſo weak, that without his ſupport he would not have 
been able to ſtand, yet did he begin to walk leaning 
upon the ſervants arm, and with much pain and dit- 
- ficulty made a ſhift to get into Oroondates his Cham- 
ber. The Prince of Scythia was at that time accom- 
panied with Lyſimachus, Prince Oxyartes, Artaba- 
ſus, and Herenice who by reaſon of thoſe Princes be- 
ing there had not been able to clear the doubts he 
cauſed in her;ſcarce had they begun to fall upon ſome 
diſcourſe,when they ſawAarſaces enter with his guide; 
he mov'd ſo ſoftly, and his face was ſo exceeding pale, 
that he preſently ſtirr'd up more pity than apprehen- 
fion. The Princeſs Berenice had no ſooner caſt her 
Eyes upon him, but ſhe knew him immediately, yet 
whether it were by reaſon of her exceſſive aſtoniſh- 
ment, ard ſudden ſurpriſal, or of the effect her bro- 
thers words had already wrought in her, inſtcad of 
running to meet him, ſhe continued unmovable upon 
the Chair where ſhe was fitting, and appear'd ſcarce 
capable of ſenſe at ſo unexpected an Encounter. Ly- 
fimachms,whoſe thoughts at that time were far enough 
from that adventure, knew him not at his coming in, 
and his face was ſufficiently chang'd by his loſs of 
bloud, to make a man loſe the features of it; yet all 
* believ'd at the firſt, that it was that valiant Enemy 
whoſe laſt actions were a part of their Entertain- 
ment, and all of them at his entrance roſe up from 
their ſeats, and prepared themſclves with attention to 
obſerve what he meant to ſay and do. Oroondares tak- 
ing notice of the alteration of their countenances, 
thruſt his head a little out of bed, and by that ſight 
concurring in their opinion, he ſate up, and without 
being mov'd, expected the ſucceſs of that adventure, 
Arſaces being reaſonable near the bed, found him- 
ſelf ſo weak that he was conſtrained to fink into a 
chair,where he was ſcarcely ſet, when caſting his eyes 
toward Oroondates,and the Princeſs Berence, / come 
not (ſaid he) O happy Lovers, to diſturb your con- 
rentments, nor to oppoſe a fortune which my Rival has 
built but upon the ruines of mine ; although he poſſeſs 


i with injuſtice, he hes made himſelf worthy of it | 


by bis vertne, and 1 ſhould be ingratefults the effefts 


of his generoſity, if I ſhould ſtill perſiſt in the deſign I 
hid againſt his life. I come © Berenice, (continued. 


he, fixing his eyes wholly upon the Princeſs) borh 
ro-went my laſt reproaches againſt thine infidelity, 
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and to deliver up that life at thy feet, which fo bling. 
ly gave thee; 1 will neither put thee in ming of 
oaths, nor of what thou owedſt unto the ſery;,,, 
have done thee, "twill ſuffice me to tell thee, that , 
thy ſhameful inconſtancy thow makeſt thy ſelf unyy 
thy of thy birth, and of Arſaces bis fidelity ; the " 
if they be juſt, will never ſuffer it to go unpunifed 
and to render thee yet more guilty toward they, | 
thus life tothy charge, which to the prejudice of al 
eState, of all my friends, and even of my honow, | 
had abſolutely refiew d unto thy will, and where 
through a lawful deſpair, 1here accompiiſh the ſex 
fice. As heended theſe words, he drew the d 
out of the place where he had hid it,and lifting it ju 
denly into the air,had certainly ſtabb'd himſelf tot 
heart,if Lyſimachs,who was cloſe by, had not cath 
hold of him and itopp'd his arm juſt as he was giy 
the mortal blow. Arſaces was ſo weak, that Lyſn, 
chu ealily got the dagger out of his hand, but whie 
he was cager in that employment, the reſt of the con. 
pany was in a marvellous confuſion, and ſuch an gy 
asall the words in the world could not be able toe. 
preſs.Oroondates,Oxyartes,Ar tabaſm,andAraxes hi 
firit in Ar/aces his face, and after in the tune of 
voice, found ſo great a reſemblance of a Prince, why 
formerlyhad beendearer tothem than their ownlive, 
that if by an untimely death he had not been takn 
from them,they ſutely would have believ'd himtoke 
the very ſame. Oroondates, whom this conceithg 
made to thruſt part of his body out of bed, caſt hiseye 
upon the faces of the reſt, and obſerving in them a 
aitoniſhment as great as his, O Arrabaſm ! (cryd 
he) O Oxyartes ! is not this the face and voice 
poor Artaxerxes? Arſaces who was yet ſiruppling 
in Lyſmackes his arms, turned his head at rhat &- 
mand, and looked Oroondares in the face, which til 
then the darkneſs of the place where he lay, and the 
blindneſs of his paſſion had kept him from diſcerning, 
At that time if was in op:n view. and Ar/aces had no 
ſooner heedfully conſidered it, but he ſent forthalow 
der cry than could have been expected from the little 
neſs of his ſtrength,and employing the Reliquesoſi, 
to riſe up from his chair, and creep as far asthe bed, 


| he there ſunk down upon the Prince of Scyrhia, 0 


Oroonaates | (cried he.) O my deareſt brother! is 
you ? Theſe words, and this aQion would abſolute 
ly have perſwaded the Prince,and the reſt of the con 
pany,that the valiantAr/aces was no other than Prince 
Artaxerxes, if they had not remembred that eight 
whole years were run out, ſince their own eyes had 
ſeen him flain.in the battel of Selema. In the mea 
time Prince Oroondates receiv'd his embraces witha 
unparrallel'd 2mazement, and not being able to com- 
prehend any thing of that adventure, O my eyesand 
ears ! (ſaid he) with what iBuſfions do you abuſe me! 
Then did he caſt his looks upon, the Princeſs his: 
ſter, who as much:troubled as the reft (but fordi 
ferent conſiderations) Knew not-yet which way fie 


ſhould carry herſelf; the perceived the agitationsd 


her brothers mind, and being defirous to help him® 
that encounter, Nay, brother { faid ſhe ) doubt 
more on it; 'tis Prince Artaxeraes without illuſ00. 
Yes, deareſt brother, ( added Arſaces) 1 am B 
taxeraes, and if you love me till, methinks ya 
ſhould not find it ſo hard a matter to know Mm 
face. Orcondates was ſo beſides himſelf, that be 
could not yet tell what he ſhould imagine, ? 

though in Arſaces Fe obſerv'd beth the voice, ! 


face, and all the geſtures of Arraxerxes, and ys 
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rirender endearments he ſtil] preſerv'd his former 
ſection, YE! could he not bring his mind to ſo dif- 
6culta belief, nor contradict his own eyes, and the 
opinion of all A/ia, for the death of the Prince Ar- 

s, 
able toopen his mouth, and in the mean time 
Arſaces turning toward the reſt, an {tretching forth 
tis arms to them. What ncle (faid he to Prince 
0xyartes) and you. Couſin (to old Artabaſus ) wll 
got you kyow i 4a, 
received his kindneſs, but with ſuch a confuſion as 
keptthem ſtill as mute, and as wonder-{trucken as 
tefore. At laſt Prince Oroondates broke filence, 


Jheieved (faid he) thar the dead could recover the 
Ives which they have loſt, andif with moſt part of the 
yurld, 1 did not know that Prince Artaxerxes was 
killed in the batrel of Selena, I ſhould infallibly take 
us for bim;, you have all kis features, you have all 
his ations, and "tis by your Valour that I ſhould 
buw him better than by all theſe marks ; but alas ! 
that happineſs would be ſo great, that 1 dare not ſo 
much as raiſe a thought to it, Artaxerxes was not 
ſain, ( replyed Arſaces) and he had a deſtiny in Scy- 
thia, directly like ro that you bad in Perſia : I have 
concealed my ſelf from the woole world, except my 
Prisceſs only, and "tis by her favour I hope to reco- 
ger the acquaintance of my dear Oroondates. He 
xcompanied theſe with ſuch cloſe, tender em- 
braces, that Oroonaates (as much ſurpriſed, and 
beſides himſelf as he was) could no longer be igno- 
rant that 'twas he ; his heart ſhewed him his dear 
Anaxerxes, and after his extraordinary agitations 
were a little paſt over, he became certainly con- 
frm'd of that ſtrange truth. As ſoon as that belicf 
was ſetled in his mind, it produced ſuch violent cf. 
es there, that he was like to have died with anex- 
ceſs of contentment, his cheeks were preſently 
bath'd in a ftream of tears, and his joy broke forth 
into ſuch paſſionate expreſſions, that though the by- 
ſanders had not been at all concerned, they could 
not but have ſhed tears at ſuch a moving ſpectacle. 
Hehugged him in his arms almoſt an hour together, 
without affording a ſhare in him to any body, and 
everand anon crying O Artaxerxes! O my dearcſt 
Brother | without being able to bring forth any other 
word diſtinctly ; all language is too weak to repre- 
 ſntapart of what paſſed in this encounter ; never 
kadman been ſo paſſionately beloved of another, as 
Artaxerxes of Prince Oroondates, unleſs Artax- 
ex: himſelf diſputed with him for that advantage ; 
adnever had real death been deplored with ſo ma- 
tytears, as the ſuppoſed death of Artaxerxes had 
been by his dear Oroondates; nor did the know- 
ledge of his being alive tranſport him unto leſs ex- 
tremities ; for all that a moſt vio/ent paſſion can pro- 
wce, appeared at the higheſt pitch in that encoun- 
ter, At laſt Oxyartes and Artabaſm required their 
puttin Arraxerxes, and it was jult they ſhould poſ 
ſs him for ſome few moments ; ſcarce could they 
®tain it of Oroondates, but they pulled him out of 
arms; and Lyſ#machw, who beſides the acquain- 

te had with him as Arſaces, had many other reaſons 
lo conſider him particularly, with ardent entreaties 
'dthe continuation of that friendſhip, which Ar- 


He lovuked earncitly upon him, without 


Me neither ? Oxyartes and Artabaſus 


and greedily devouring Arſaces with his eyes. If 
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ſaces had made him hope heſhould enjoy. ' Araxes 
who had his ſhare of gladneſs as well as the reſt,came 
and caſt himſelf at his feet, and received alſo his part 
in thoſe charming endearments, wherewith the 
. Prince of Perſia won the hearts of the moſt barba- 
rous perſons ; all the companied remained a lon 
time before they could utter any thing that hung to- 
gether, but when they began to be a little ſettled, 
Oroondates, Who could not get out of his aſtoniſh- 
ment, and who, through the exceſs of his joy could 
not get out of aſtoniſhment, and who, through the 
exceſs of his joy could hardly tell what he did, nor 
where he was, at laſt recalled patt aQions into his 
memory, and looking upon Arſaces with eyes that 
were full of love, Whar, (cryed he) was that blood 
then, which which my ſacrilegious hand hath ſhed, 
the blood of deareſt Artaxerxes ? And was it againſt 
my dear Oroondates ( added Arſaces) that I made 
ſuch cruel reſolutions ? O gods! (continued Oroon- 
dates, raiſing his voice) how many bleſſings do you 
ſend me all at once! you think it not enough to give 
me Artaxerxes, but you alſo refore me Statira whora © 
Thadloſt, and ſirice it was only of Artaxerxes that 
1 was jealous, and that *rwas only to Artaxerxes that 
Statira granted thoſe favours which drove me into de- 
ſpair, Statira # innocent, Statira us not inconſtant, 
This laſt diſcovery put the two Princes in new rap- 
tures of joy, which had like to have been fatal to 
them ; and Ar/aces, who but a few minutes before, 
came into the Chamber with ſuch cruel ſuſpicions a- 
Sainit erence, could not be cured of them without 
falling into inconceivable extaſies. How ! ( ſaidbe, 
quite beſides himſelf with joy) has not Berenice for- 
ſaken me then? and was it but to her brother, ſhe gave 
thoſe miſtaken embraces which have coſt us ſo much 
blood, and which have produced ſuch ſirange effelts? 
Ah Madam, (purſued he, turning toward the Prin- 
ceſs, and doing bis endeavours to throw himſelf at 
her feet) what ſhall guilty Ar/aces do to obtain par- 
don for ſo many offences, and by what blood can he 
be able to waſh them out, if they have already made 


him ſpend the beſt part of his ? He would have - . 


ſaid more, and ſtrove to have begged forgiveneſs 
on his knees, but the Princeſs would not ſuffer him, 
and forcing modeſty to embrace him in her turn : 
Your fau'ts (anſwered ſhe) are very pardonable, and 
inſtead of puniſhing them, I acknowledge them as 
the moſt powerful marks you could have given me of 
you affeftion, Ah! Siſter (added Prince Oroondates) 
how eaſily doI now excuſe the love you bore to that 
A-ſaces, whom Iſo much hated ? and how well are 
you beloved of the gods, in that they have reſerved 
for you, the greateſt, and moſt accompliſh'd Prince 
that ever was ! They would all have enlarged them- 
ſelves further in this diſcourſe, if they had not found 
that Prince Arraxerxes was extraordinarily il] with 
thoſe great diſorders, and therefore it was neceſſary 
to remit the continuation of it, that he might be got 
to bed again ; but the two Princes could never refolve 
to part ſo ſoon, and Arſaces his bed was fain to be 
brought into Oroonaates's chamber, where it was 
preſently made ready, acd where they laid him with 
a purpoſe to let him reſt, and to labour for his reco- 
very, witha care very different from that they took 
before, for the health of a generous Enemy. 


The end of the fixth Book, andof the third Part of Caſſandra. 
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JT T7 7s but reaſon, Caliſta, that I ſhould watch for you all manner of ways, and that ſom 
part of thoſe nights you make me paſſe without ſleep, ſhould be beſtowed on this employment 
which you have ordained me .* Tobey you without repugnance, both becauſe in pleaſing jul 

meet my ſatisfation and my perfeF glory, and becauſe I indeed find ſome pleaſure in ente- 
taining my ſelf ſtill with perſons, towards whom your inclinations have cauſed a friendſhip in 
me. My Heroes now are dearer to me by your approbation than by their own deſert, and in 
you have judged them worthy of your affe@Fions, they are too proud of that high fortune to negles 
any thing from henceforth that may maintain them in it,or to conceal any of thoſe gallant ation 
from you which may preſerve them in your eſteem. They, when Twas taken np with buſmeſes 
very different from this, ſollicited me themſelves to give you the continuation of their adven- 
ventures, and Thad your commands too deeply graven in my remembrance to reſiſt their ſollici- 
tations. T here bring them to you a fourth time, divine Caliſta, at their next wiſit thy 
ſhall take their leave of you, and in this they perhaps will tell you ſome part of that yu 
have deſired from them. If you think my Arſaces too long in the recital of his life, perchanc 
you will pardon that defe, in conſideration of the accidents whereof it is compoſed , and 
of the importance of the ations and perſon, ſince his death drew tears from your fait 
eyes, and that you have intereſſed your ſelf enough both in his return, and in his whole far 
tune, to hear the relation of it without wearineſs, Tf all the adventures of it are not equi, 
and if you find ſome places in them not ſo ſtrong, nor ſo diverting as others, you will bepluſ 
ed to conſider, that my invention has not had an entire liberty, and that it has been rackdh 

Chronology, by the truth of the Hiſtory, and by thoſe things Thad already written; and in ſhut, 

that T have been put to it, as many others would have been, to make Darius his ſon paſſehi 

time handſomely in Scythia, whilſt his country was laid deſolate, and his father deprived of his 

Empire, and of his life, by Alexanders viGoriows forces. Tet in this encounter, and in may 

others, which truly have kept me in a very troubleſome conſtraint, T have ſtuck to probabilihs 

much as poſſably T could, and have made up a ſtory which in mine own opinion is not the moſt de- 
feFTive of this piece.Tou your ſelf (it may be) will make a more favourable judgement of it, than 
mine, ſince you have ever ſhewed as much goodneſs, and as much complacency to your Caſlandn, 

45 you have had little for him who gave her to you before her birth, atd who here confirms tit 

gift with that of his own life. | | 
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Hile nothing but joy reſounds in the Prince 
Scyihia's Tent, ſorrow diſplays all its 
mournful effects in that of Antigonm, 
and in the foul of young Demetrizs, 

That amorous Prince, whom the variery of ſo ma- 
ry objects, and or ſo many employments, could 
wot divert from his fatal thoughts, was gone out as 
jonas day began to break, to pay' his ordinary tri- 
hate to the aſhes of his Zermione, He had waſh'd 
thecold Marble of her Tomb with his tears, whoſe 
ſource ſeem'd impoſſible to be dried up; he hadin- 
wkd her ghoſt, and a thouſand times pronounc'd 
'- Bf thatname ſo dear to his remembrance, when after 
'- & having ſpent ſome time in theſe doleful employments, 
he beganto walls along the River ſide, ſecking in all 
kind of objects for new matter of increaſe to his af- 
fliction, 

He was inſenſibly gotten a good way from the 
Camp, and already drew near that Walk which 
reach'd from t!:2 bank of the River unto the .Tem- 
ple of po!lo, when he chanc'd to light upon an ex- 


ordinary adventure ; He firſt ſaw certain Horſes - 


loſhed from a Chariot which ſtood ſome twenty 
paces from them, and a little farther off under cer- 
hin Trees he faw Women fitting upon the graſle, 
ad three or four men ſtanding about them. Deme- 
mw his forrowful humor made him think gf going 
lireftly back, or of turning into ſome other way to 
avoid that Encounter. 
For that purpoſe, after having taken a little cir- 
uit, he left that company on his right hand, but paſ- 
ſomething near them, he diſcover'd objects that 
vere powerful enough to ſtay him, and make him 
change his reſolution. He caſt his eye upon thoſe 
Women with more curioſity than his grief ſeem'd to 
have lefthim, and being naturally he was a Lover, 
TT rather an Idolater of that ſex, he began to intereſs 
timſelf in certain ſighes and complaints he heard 
ome from among them, That potent inclination 
which was predominant in him over all others, ſuſ- 
pended the violence of his ſorrow for a few moments, 
and made him capable of ſome attention, and even 
of ſomedefire to know more. To ſatifie himſelf he 
drew near to thoſe Trees again, and took his place 


behind a hedge, through which he diſtinctly could 


obſerve the perſons whereof that company was com- 
poſed. There was a youns Lady, to whom all the 
reit borercſpect as to the Miſtris, or as to the chief 
of two women that ſcem'd to be of her retinuc, an 
old man of reaſonable good preſence, and ſome 0- 
ther ſervants. This Lady was laid along upon the 
graſs, leaning her head in the lap of one of thoſe 
women; the old man was ſitting five or fix paces 
from her, and the ſervants ftood waiting round about 
them, . 

Demetrius could ſee the Ladies face but on the 

ſide, yet in that little that appear'd to his eyes he ob- 
ſerv'dan extraordinary beauty ; That Goh oblig'd 
him to lend ancar to their converſation, and then he 
heard the Lady ſpeak on this manner ; Flatrer me [ 
0 longer, Theogenes, but think, as 1 do, that thy 
eternal anger ef the gods has no other cauſe but my 
ingratitude, and the meanneſſe of wy ſpirit; I am 
confident enoush of it to believe, that it hath drawn 
part of thoſe deſulations which have fallen upon our + 
bouſe, and I account it a manifeſt folly to ſtruggle a- 
ny more againſt my deſtiny. Ab! how many mufer- 
tunes ſhould 1 have eſcaped, if I had not ſurviv'd 
that deplorable loſs, which ſettled a gloomy cruel night 
for ever in my ſoul ! What aninfinite of tears ſhould 
Thave ſpared my eyes, and fromhow many bloody difſ- 
mal ſpettacles ſhould T have freed them ? How great 
remorſe, how great repentance ſhould T have avoid- 
ed, and in ſhort, what a world of miſeries ſhould I 
have forſaken, to enjoy that reſt which you have al- 
wayes oppoſed? Ah! without doubt (continued ſhe, 
with a voice interrupted by many fghes) withour 
doubt, O moſt Valiant, and moſt conſtant Prince, 
Tought to have accompanied yeu to your grave; I 
ſhould then no more be guilty of faint-bearteaneſs, 
and ſhould only have felt my firſt mufortunes, 1 ſhould 
not have ſeen the loſs ef my friends, and the gene- 
ral rune of our family, nor ſhould I have beenredu- 
cedto wander from Province to Province, to ſeek, a 
ſanituary fer this life, which Thad ſo manyoccafions 
to hate, 

This fair deſolate Lady brought forth theſe words 
with ſo ſad and yet ſo pleaſing a tone, that they peir- 
ced even into the very ſoul of Dexerrims, and pre- 
ſently begot a deſire in him, both to know that ſtran- 

ger, 
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ger, and to offer her his aſſiſtance in the miſeries ſhe 
complained of, With this intent, Icnding an ear to 
their diſcourſe more carefully than before, he heard 
that the old man, after having kept ſilence a good 
while, made this reply. © It is no longer time, 
« 1{adam, to renew your grief by theſetragical re- 
mermbrances which aflict you, and to ſeek out new 
matter of ſorrow in a wound, which time, your 
reaſon, and your reſignation to the will of the gods, 
ought to have perfectly cured. You tave ſpent 
time enough in mornful employments, and you have 
ſhewed both ſence enough of your loſſes, and con- 
temptenough of your life, to fear no reproaches of 
ingratitude, or of meanneſs of Spirit. Think now 
of giving ſome relt unto your mind, and begin to 
hope for an end of part of your miſeries. The 
cods do expreſly command it you, and.they have 
diſcovered their intentions clearly enough, to leave 
your diſobedience no excuſe, and to free youfrom 
all new cauſe of apprehenſion, 

What would you have me hope, O Theogenes ? 
(ſaid the fair afflicted Lady with a ſigh) ſhall 7 hope 
for the recovery of thoſe perſons 1 have loſt ? and 
will thoſe gods, whoſe pleaſure ought ro be a ſacred 
Law to us, reflore me the King my Father, of whoſe 
death theſe eyes were ſad ſpectatours ? will they re- 
gain me that dear Prince, whom my ingratituae ſent 
unto his prave ? Ab! Thcogenes, you know that 
that's the rruc cattſe of ail my tears, andif you will 
kave me bope for the endof my wanarings, and for 
tht refuge which we ſeek, againſt our perſecuters, 
how lit: lc able 1s that hope to comfort me, and beſides, 
how little certainty is there init) That great man, 
at whoſe fect we went to ſeck both refuge and revenge, 
is now no long un this world, and his Valiant fuc- 
cefſurs are imbroy''d in quarrils therſelves, which 
will leave them but little ſence of ours. 

- The Lady without queſtion would have ſaid more, 
if Demetrius by chance had -not ſhewed himſelf a 
little, and by that f1zht interrupted their converſati- 
on. When he ſaw he was diſcovered, he reſolved 
to make his adreſſes to that ſtranger, and afſure her 
that amongſt Alexanders ſucceſſors ſhe ſhould {ill 
find that generoſity which made him protect the mi- 
ſerable, and the oppreſſed. At his comming to- 
ward them, the fair ſtranger raiſed up her head, and 
obſerving 4 —amg_ 1 8 was great and noble in De- 
metrirs his face, ſhe believed him to be a man of 
quality, and thought her ſelf obliged to riſe, to re- 
pay. part of ſalutation, Demerrizs had no ſooner 
caſt his eyes upon her, but he was ina manner blind- 
ed with the luttre of that marvellous beauty, and 
calling tomind the remembrance of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed one he knew, he was of opinion, that he 
had ſeen nothing in the faces of the Princeſs Bererice, 
or of Queen Sratira, which might not be equall'd 
in that of this young ſtranger. The white!t and 
ſmoothelt things in the whole world, came nothing 
near the delicacy of her skin, all the linzaments of 
her face were form'd, as it were in emulation, with 
the moſt exact proportion nature could poſſibly be- 
ſftow, and her eyes had ſomething in them that was 
extreamly moving, but moving with ſomuch ſweet- 
neſs and Majeſty together, that 'twas impoſſible to 
bear the glances of them without being dazeled. 
They inclin'd toward black, and her hair was of the 
ſame colour ; her neck, her hand, her ſtature left 
nothing to be deſired for their perfeQion, and the - 
amazed Demetrius found ſo many cauſes of admira- 
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' tion in that lovely object, that he loſt Part of his Cn 
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hidence, and could not approach fo divine x er 
without extraordinary fear and reſpect, Yetdidþ, 
draw ner her witha very low obeyſance, and ra 
ſhe had'returned, what the greateſt ſtrangers tho 
due to his graceful faſhion, Aſadam, (aidhe) t 
liberty I take, would not be pardonable, if the - 
Calle 
of it were not very lawful ; nor had 1 nterry 2 
your converſation, but to put you out of the my 
you have of Alexanders ſucceſſors, My nearef p 
beſt friends hold ſome ranck, amen@ſt them = 
ſhall not be diſavow'd by the better part, whey I; | 
reſt to you, that thty will receive the oCcaſionsof P 
mg you ſervice, as the woſt vlorious fortune, th 
can befallthem, Demetrius ſpake theſe wordsuit 
ſuch a grace, that the fair Stranger found little le 
reaſon of a{toniſhment in him, than he had meth 
her, and knowing both by his words, and by ma 
marks of greatneſs which ſhone forth viſibly in hin 
that he was no common perſon, ſhe receives his 
courſe, and anſwered him with much civility; W; 
ſeever you are (ſaid ſhe) that with ſuch goodneſ f. 
fer your aſſiſtance to aſflitted perſons, your coun 
nance gives mich credit to your werds, and] ſhall 
never doubt but that ſuch a man as you are, mu 
needs b! one, andone of the moſt worthy ſucceſſm 
Alexander. 7 ans one of the leaſt conſiderable 4 
mongſt them (replyed Demetrius) but 1 have cn. 
dence enong h in their friendſhip, and zn their vert, 
to offer you all the fuccour you can defire of them 
and to intereſfſe thum in your quarrel, with a wa 
which will make them forget thr own to ſerve Jou, 
Their «ff airs, (anſwered the £tranger) are ſo pre 
and ſo important, that the intercſis of .* miſerable ms 
1an oi bt not te witudrow then; it Tom them, neither 
i it ny iritention to mike them an y uno riauefh, 
but oily ro demwanda ruveat agnſt my cruel enemies, 
who bawing deſtroyed an illiſtrions fami.y, aled ma: 
ny ways to thr of Mexander the Great, do proſecue 


' the wretched Relicke of it wuh an aunparalle!dinh- 


manty. You-may oviain all that You can aire of 
them without demands it (ſaid Demetriv:) and the 
that coma refuſe anything tothe wer 'y (ook, of aper- 
fon like your ſelf, would be unworthy of rbe meme) 
of Alexander. The all:iaxce of you ſamily totha 
great King will be very conſiderable among then, 
who ackugwledyge all their glory, and all their for 
tune from him, but your beauty will perſwade them 
more powerfully than any other argument whatſoevt, 
The fair ſtranger, extreamly ſatisfied with this fir 
encounter. which by Demetrrims his civility, made 
her judge favourably of that of his companicns,ws 
already paſſionately defirous to know him, and het 
delire, which ſhe durſt not expreſs, was beginning 
to appear in herface, when ſome Officers of ther 
my paſſing by, an i ſeeing Demerrins, came towards 
him with much reſpect ; whereby ſhe learnedthe 
greatneſs of his quality, but not being fully fatisf- 
cd with that, ſhe made ſign to the old man, who 
accompanied her, to inform kimſcli more partic 


"larly. Theozenes had no ſooner heard from one0 


thoſe men, and the fair ranger from 7 heoge royal 
it was Demerri the ſon of Ant: 0775, whole name 
was known through all Zzcpe and Aſia, but com 
ing to him, Sir, ( ſa:4 ſc; I by ſo many marks 0! 
greatneſs as appear in you, might certainly knov 
you to be a Prince, and I was already confident 0 


it, before I heard you were the ſon of Prince Amr 


£orws ; his name is not unknown in our _—_— 
neither 
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-- For which purpoſe, Sr, (replied ſhe) if your ge- 


franger,having in part ſuſpended his remembrance of 


-_ 


"neither was his perſon to the Ring my Father ; Your | 
vouth hath not hindered your reputation from ex- 


tending it ſelf as far as the place of my Nativity. and I 
annot but thank my fate, for having ſo happily gi- 
yen me this firſt encounter. Demerrizs anſwered 
yithvery low ſubmiſſion, and reiterated the offers 
he had made her, with fo much affection and reſpect 
that ſhe thought ſhe was obliged to diſcover her ſelf 
to him, and to give him a perfect knowledge of her 


fortune. 


eroſity inC1tes you already to comfort my misfortunes, 
J hope when they are known to you, you will nor loſe 
thoſe charitable deſires, and the obligation I have to 
ur goodneſs, will nor ſuffer me longer to conceal the 
name, nor the life of this unfortunate woman, 
whom you have thought worthy of your aſſiſtance. 
The recital of my ſad adventures may perhaps be te- 
diow to you, but if you pleaſe to grant them an hours 
time, 1 hope I ſhall intereſs you in ny fortune, and 1 
ſtall make confeſſions to you, which 1 cannot do with- 
our ſhame, nor without ſhewing my acknowledgement 
fir your civilaties, and the confidence I have in your 
vertue, 

- Demetrius confounded at fo obliging a diſcourſe, 
could not find words to expreſs the ſence he had of it, 
and the fight, and ſweet converſation of that divine 


Hermione, he prepared himſelf for attention, with a 
reſpect ſuitable to the favour he received, and having 
efifed how conſiderable it was to him, he ſate down 
vith her, by her command, and making ſign to the 
Officers to retire, he lent a greedy ear to her rela- 
ton, which ſhe began immediately in theſe 
words, 


The Hiſtory of Deidamia. 


Shall not injure modeſty, if I tell you, that there 

is no blood more illuſtrious, than that whereof 
[am deſcended, ſince indeed it draws its original 
fomthe gods,and that from Father to Son without a- 
lyinterruption,we fetch our pedegree from the great 
Achilles; He was the Father of Phyrrhus, who af- 
trthe ſiege of Troy, being driven out of his Coun- 
trey, came to inhabit among the Moloſſes, where 
eeſtabliſhed the Monarchy of the Epirotes. His 
mn ſucceeded him in the Crown, and his poſterity 
lath reigned after him in a right male line to Ring 
frimbas, the Father of Alexander my Uncle King 
i Epirus, of Eacidas my Father who ſucceeded 
limin that Kingdom, and of Queen Oly»:pius the wife 
Philip, and Mother of Alexander the Great. By 
lis ſhort touch of our Genealogy, I have let you ſee 
tte kindred that was between the late King Alexan- 
&, andus; and moreover you without doubt have 
lead, how to augment that alliance between our 
inilies, King Philip gave his daughter Cleopatra, 
Wom he had by a former wife, in marriage to 
Atxander my Uncle, who by that double affini- | 
Y iecume both his Son in Law, and his Brother in 

W. 

Aﬀer this knowledge of my quality,l will tell you, 

l was born of Prince KEaciaas and of the Princeſs 
This his wife, the daughter of Afenon the The ſſa- 
» who acquired ſo great reputatiou inthe - La- 
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maick'War, I was bred up in the Court of King 
Aiexander my Uncle,and he ſeeing himſelf childleſs, 
and loving the Prince his brother very dearly, cau- 
ſed great care to ve taken of my education, the Prin- 
ceſs my Mother contributing onher fide, whatſoever 
c::uld te expected from ſotender an affeQion, as that 
ſhe bore me. 
| TIwillnotentertain you with the particulars of my 
infancy, among which there is nothing worthy to 
be told you, and 'twill be ſufficient to let you know 
I paſſed it withour any trouble, and that that was the 
onely time wherein I taſted any ſweetneſs or tranqui- 
lity. Iwasas much made off by the King my Un- 
cle, and by the Queen his wife, as ifT had been their 
own daughter, and the marks of a reaſonable good 
niture which were obſerved in me, rather than the 
appearances ofa growing beauty, wherewith ſome 
began to perſecute me,gained me the affections of the 
whole Court. [I lived on this manner, (ſince I muſk 
abridge the recital of matters of ſmall importance ) 
untill my thirteenth year, which was the laſt of the 
calm, and quietneſs of my life. The King my Uncle, 
in whom tte fame of the other Alexander his brother 
in Law, and his Nephew begot an emulation, and 
who was ncither behind him in ambition, nor in cour- 
age, imagined himſelfto be born for great enterpriſes 
as well as he; and did not deſpair of obtaining as glo- 
rious Victories as his. With this deſign, he raiſed 
a potent Army, and aiming at the conquelt of the 


Welt, he paſſed into /raly, after having putthe go. 


vernment of his Kingdom into the hands of my Fa- 
ther, who took the care of it upon him at his deſire, ' 
and bearing a great affection to his brother, uſed that 
confidence ke Fad in him with a perfect fidelity, and 
acquited himſelf without reproach of the charge that 
had been given him. The Kingdome for a certain 
time remained peaccable enongh, but within a while 
after, ſome cf the Aolsfſes, who naturally are a 
ſtirring ſeditious people, roſe up in Arms by the ſe- 
cret praQices of Antipater, whom Alexander the 
Great had left in accdonia, and who contrary to 
his Vaſters intentions, ſtrove to make himſelf gre.t 
in Europe, atthe coſt of his neighbours, and Alies : 
To foment the Rebellion of the Aſol»ſſes, he under- 
hand furniſhed them with men and money,and by his 
aſſiſtance they grew ſo powerful, that at laſt they 
made War openly, ſet a mighty Army on foot, and 
marched i{treight toward Ezciaas, with an intent to 
give him battel.My Father,who at firſt had been a lit- 
tle negligent of that revolt, was extreamly unpre- 
pared ; yct having a very good courage, he with all 
poſſible ſpeed drew together thoſe forces he had, and 
giving order for new leavies, had not the patience to 
ſtaytill they were in a readineſs to ſerve him,but went 
to meet the Rebels with a handful of men. He truſted 
in the Juice of his cauſe, and believed that his Ene- 
mies half conquered by their guilt; * would never 
have the boldneſs to ſtay his coming ; but he found 
himſelf deceived in that expectation, and having gi- 
ven them battel very unſeaſonably, his Army weaker 
by the half than theirs, was utterly defeated, and 
ſcarce was he able with a ſmall remainder of his men, 
to ſave himſelf in Ambracia the Metropulis of the 
Kingdom, where the whole Court did {till refide. 
Then it was that he ſaw the fault he had committed.in 
fighting ſo raſhly ; and that foreſceing the continuati- 
on of that War, and the progreſs the Enemies might 
make if they knew how to lay hold of their ad- 
vantage, he ſent Diſpatches on al! ſides to his Allies.to 
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demand their aſſiſtance, and in the interim labour'd 
to fortifie the Town, and gather'd together all the 
Forces he had cauſed to be levied. While he was 
thus employed the Rebels made themſelves Maſters 
of the held, under the Conduct of one Tharritas a 
valiant Commander, and finding no more refiitance, 
came audaciouſly and laid fiege before Ambracia, 
where we were all retir'd : my father had already 

ut it in a condition to make defence, and to wait 
Fe the relief of his Allies, and *twas that knowledge 
that made him expect the Enemy without fear, The 
Approaches of that ſiege were very bloudy, and 
the firſt Events thereof were doubtful ; there were 
' many men lain on either ſide, but Our loſſes were 
more conſiderable than Theirs, and while Our num- 
bers decreaſed, Theirs grew more potent every 


ay. 

The little underſtanding I have in War, hinders me 
from making you a long diſcourſe of it, and I the 
more willingly paſs over the Relation, becauſe 'tis of 
little conſequence to the knowledge of my life. A- 
moneg thoſe that held out the ſiege with us,was /Veop- 
tolemus, the cruel Auti.our of our misfortunes, Aa 
Prince of the | lood of the Aacides, as we were, and 
who next to the Royal Family, was the chief in all 
Epirws; though he wanted a Crown, he wanted not 
a deſire to have one, and to attain that ſovereign dig- 


nity, he would neither have left any thing unattemp- | 
ted, nor have thought any thing difficult to his ambi- | 


tion. He from my earlicft years had applied him- 
ſelf to ſerve me, and at that time was diligent enough 
to let me ſee it, whether it were that he really was 1n 
love with me, or that in our alliance he found auvan- 
tages, and means to ſupport himſelf in the State, 
Facides ſuffer'd him to proceedwithout being offend- 
ed at it, becauſe of Neoprolemus his quality, which 
at that time was little diſproportionate to ours ; but 
yet he hadno great deſire to that match, whether it 
were that he lik'd not Neoprolemu his perſon ; or ha- 
ving but one only daughter, with whom he flatter'd 
himſelf, and of whom he had concciv'd too good an 0- 
pinion,he had ſome higher aim for her;or that perhaps 
bo was willing to comply with my inclinations which 
were no way bent to love NVeoptolemw : indeed I ſaw 
nothing in his perſon that was not unpleaſing to me, 
and I had taken ſuch an averſion againit him, as made 
me receive all the proofs of his affection as ſo many 
injuries. He was extreamly buſie in the ſiege to make 
himſelf conſiderable tous, and undertook ſometimes 
to ſally forth upon the Enemies, but he was always 
beaten in again, and ſucceeded ſo ill in all his En- 
terpriſes, that our condition was thereby much im- 
paired. In the mean time our Enemics had great 
advantages over us, they had taken our out-works, 
ſtopt all paſſages of Victuals and Relief that might 
cometous, and had ſhut us up in our Walls, with 
little hope of the Event ofthat War ; My father was 
liketo havedied for grief, and knowing that the King 
his brother was too far off, and too deeply ingagedin 
his new Conqueits ( the noiſe whereof had often 
come to our ears )to expect any aſſiltance from him, 
and that he had no news of help from his Allies, upon 
which he had depended, he knew not what to reſolve 
upon, and for a cruel ſurcharge of his afflictions, he 
heard that the Forces he had given order to raiſe in 
his Provinces, were cut in pieces by our Enemies, 
who went to meet them, and that on every fie all 
hope was forbidden him. This knowledge put the 


whole Court in very great perplexity, and began ſo | 
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to deject the ſouldiers hearts, that it was very þyy 
to make them labour for their own defence: 
proviſions alſo began to fail us, and in ſhort, y 
ſaw our ſelves reduC'd to wondrous great extren; 
ty. 

d Eacides would not capitulate with his Enemj 
whether it were that he reſolv'd to be faithful toki 
brother even to the utmoſt, or that he diltruſtedth 
words of thoſeRebels. We no longer had any ho 
but in the aſſiſtance of Heaven, when Heavengar 
us proof that it had not forſaken us, and ſent us Rely 
ina time, when without its arrival we were in no 
poſſbility ofſafety. All the paſſages, as Thave (gy 
already, were ſo cloſe block'd up, that no intelligence 
of it could any way cometo us; and 'twas from the 
tops of our Towers that we perceiv'd a duſt, any 
ſaw the Arms of our Allies glitter againſt the Sun; we 
waver'd between hope and fear,and could not diſcern 
whether thoſe Forces were Friends or Enemies,when 
we from far diſcover'd them fighting with our beſe. 
gers, and within a little after, we recetv'd a more 
perfect aſſurance by ſome of their Horſe: men, who 
having flipt aſide during the skirmiſh , had fon 
means to get near our Walls, and to ſhoot Arroys 
into the City, at whoſe heads there were Letters 
ſaſten'd, which were brought to my father, contain: 
ing words to this cftect. 


Agis King of the Lacedeemonian 
to Prince Macides, 


Come to your relief with ten thonſand Gre- 
| cians, able to ſubdue your Rebels ; expe 
an infallible ViFory over then, and to facili- 
tateit, ſally you forth upon their backs, while 
we are fighting with them on the other fide, 
this double aſſault will without doubt put them 
in diſorder, and I hope we ſhall in one day nk 
an end of the War. 


Theſe words cauſed ſuch a joy in my father, and 
inall the beſieged, as can very hardly be expreſſed, 
and raiſed their drooping courages fo ſuddenly, that 
they demanded nothing more but Arms, to makea 
ſally upon their Enemies. By my fathers Orders, 
Neoproler us at the head of two thouſand men, went 
forth of the Gates to fall upon thoſe that were left to 
guard the Trenches, and did it ſo ſucceſsfully, that 
they were conſtrain'd to quit them, and retire tothel 
Companions, who already were ingag'd in aſharp 
Encounter with the Grecians ; Neoprolem purſued 
them, and when all the forces were joyn'd, thx} 
fought a cruel and a bloody battel ; they of our part 
who came off, aſſur'd us afterward, that they a 
ſeenthe valiant 42s do Actions that ſurpaſs all belich 
and all imagination ; that all the Deeds of Achilles, 
and of other the moſt renowned Heroes which fam 
hath deliver'd to our Times, could hardly equal thoſe 
prodigious ones he did that day. 

To fay truth, he fought ſo well, and was ſo brave 
ly ſeconded by his men, that our Enemies, thou 
more than they by a third part in uumber, were W 
terly defeated, their General kill'd by the hand on 

| 
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lant, NOT 
ought uS NEWS of it, 
- ours before threatned no leſs than our total ru- 
; weatfirlt could hardly give credit to thoſe mira- 
rock yet were they ſoon confirmed to us when we 
wy our valiant Deliverer approach our Walls, 
Euidas Went forth to meet him, and to honour him 
42 more would needs have us Keep him company, 
ended by all the Ladies of the Court, who prepar- 
4themſelves wit!: joyto ſhew their compliance to his 
vires, We met him a few furlongs from our Gates, 


heir devotion. 


nd Wjasthe effects of his valour had altoniſhed us, we 
ve Mind new cauſes of admiration in his perſon, and 
m W;oldithad pleaſed the gods I had onlyadmired him, 


n{that acknowledgement and eiteem had been the 
nely Recompences [ had given him, both or the ge- 
vr}, and my particular ſafety. Ah !'Remembrance, 
jou Enemy to my Repoſe, \continued the Princeſs 
keaking forth into tears ) why doſt thou repreſent 
valiant 4gzs to me in the condition he firit ap 

xard before my Eyes? and fincethatof his loſs can 
xver be wip'd out of my mind, why dolt thou bring 
lin again into it with all thoſe advantages, which 
mde a him thouſand times more dear to me than 
tisdeplorable life which I ſhamerully and miſerably 
lnguiſh out after his death ? 

This fair Princeſs was conſtrain'd to ſtay in this 
putof her Narration, to give leiſure to her tears to 
rat themſelves, and to her ſpeech to reſcttle it ſelf 
nzconJition to proſecute her Diſcourſe. Demetr:- 
» who began to be highly concern'd in her affairs, 
wohad a tender heart, and an excellent good na- 
ire, and who beſides had often heard tell of the pro- 
lies that valiant King of the Lacedemonians had 
bne againſt Antipater,bore the Princeſs company in 


wrds of comfort to her, when after having wip'd her 
tes, ſhe went 01 with her {tory thus. | 
Pardon Sir, this confeſſion which is ſhameful in a 

Pinceſs, 'tis true, (ſince I muſt avow it to my con- 
won) I have been ſenſible of a paſſion, but I was 
bmuch Miſtreſs of it, and therein lies my ingrati- 
le, and the blacke(t of all my crimes : T'le tel] you 
1 Wien, that I ſaw my valiant Ag at the head of his 
farces, his Arms were all beſmear'd with bloud and 
alt, but his head was uncover*d,and I obſerv'd cer- 
unfeatures in his face, of which I ſhou'd ſay, I had 
ever ſeen any thing like them,if I had not ſeen that of 
Demerrins © his graceful carriage was hardly to be 
matched inthe whole world, and the heat ofthe fight 
it Fad added a colour to his complexion, which gave 
ey luſtre to his natural handſomeneſs; he was but 
wand twenty years ofage,yet had he already done 
tiouſand Actions, the reputation of which began to 
pread it ſelf much beyondthe narrowlimits of Greece; 
was already ſo diſpoſed to wiſh him well, for the 
s, od office he had done us, that he appear'd to my 
Fes with all manner of advantage, but I thought him 
mch more lovely, when at our meeting he alighted 
omhis horſe, & came with great humility to ſalute 
Ueen Cleoparra my Aunt, the Princeſs my Mother, 
© myſelf; hereceiv'd Facidas his thanks and praiſes 
Wan unparallel'd modeſty,& entertain'd theLadies 
Vita civility, which viſibly ſhew'd him to be aPrince 
Mreamly well bred,anJ made appear the advantage 


retired in diſorder to certain places that | 
Never was there ſeen ſo | 
ſo ſudden an Execution, and when they | 
and that we heard we were | 
Terours, and freed from a ſiege, which but | 


, Ftitfad employment, and was going to ſpeak ſome- | 
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the Lacedemonienshad above all other nations,whoſe . 
Education andDiſcipline are very different from thoſe 
of Sparta: after we had given a very honourabte Re- 
ception to our valiant Defender, which he accepted 
with a wonderfu'modeſty,he went into theTown with 
us, and was lodged in the faireſt Quarter of the Pa- 
lace ; all the people conſidered him as their tutelary 


' Angel, and he could not paſs through the ſtreets with- 


out being crouded by the throng,and made deaf with 
the acclamations which ecchoed to the sky. The reſt 
of rhe day wherein he had done ſo much, and ſo 
ſucceſsfully to our advantage, was allowed to his - 
Repoſe, but h# afterward confeſſed to me, he taſted . 
but very little that night, and that the ſight of me had 
cauſed ſuch diſquiets in him as he never had felt be- . 
fore I know not how he became ſo blinded as to think 
there was ſomething lovely in me,but in effe& he ſaw 
me;and lov'd me,and from the firſt ſight of him,I can- 


not deny but that Inad {trong inclinations to love him 


alſo, this is ſomething a free confeſſion, but the per- 
ſon of A425 was ſuch, and our 6bligation to him ſo - 
conſiderable, that it was hard for me to defend my 
ſelf again{ thoſe thoughts he imprinted in my mind : 
I perceiv'd the birth of it, by ſome little cares which 
began to trouble me more than ordinary,and remem- 
brins that I had often ſeen his Eyes fixt upen my face 
with a particular heedfulneſs, I flatter'd my ſelf with - 
an opinion that perchance 1 might be indifferent to 
him ; I was then fo young, and had till that time 
been bred up in ſuch a way; that all thoughts ofthis 
nature were utterly ſtrangers to me, and yetl letmy 
heart incline toward them, with a facility whereof 
I ſhould never have ſuſpectedit, Ido not repent my 
ſelf, O valiant Aozs, for never did Prince bctter de- 
ſerve the affection of a Princeſs; I bluſh not for 
ſhame of having given it you, and am ſo far from 
thoſe ſeverer thoughts, that I ſhall bluſh, and weep 
ſo long as 1 live, for ſhame and for prief that I lov'd 
you not enough, The next day when he had waited 
upon the Queen, and the Princeſs my Mother, he 
came alſo to viſit me in my Chamber, his face and 
cloaths were not then covered with bloud and duſt, 
but though being in another dreſs, he ſeem'd more 
handſome than the day before, me thought he was 
leſs confident ; and as bo'd and eloquent as he was, 
he then was in ſuch a ſilence, and ſuch a confuſion, 
that I could not chuſe but partake with him in it; all 
his diſcourſe was nothing but civility, yet he accom- 
panied it with looks and ſighs, which {trengthned 
thoſe ſuſpitions that began to ſcttle themſelves plea- . 
fins'y in my mind, He {taid two days longer with us, 
during which time he had not the confidence to diſco- 
ver his intentions, but when he could no more con- 
ccalthem, he declar'd them in a very gallant and a 
very extraordinary manner, 

He had already propoſed unto my Father, that-it 
was neceſſary to proſecute the remainder of the Re- 
bels, and that without giving them time to recruit, 
it was beſt to make our ſelves Maſters of all the 
Countrey, and recover the placcs they had taken 
from us,before they had put thenelves in a condition 


| to defend them. 


For the Execution of this Deſign, - aſter ha- 
vins given onely three days to the refreſhing 
of his Forces, he reſolved to take the Field 
with eight thouſand of his men that ſtill were 
left, and four thouſand Zp:rores under the com- 
mand of Theogenes , this old man you fee here 
with me, whoſe quality is conſiderable in Epirz, 
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and whoſe experience in War has ſhewed it ſelf in 
many employments of that nature. Agr would by 
no means ſuffer Xaci4s to ſtir out of the City, whe- 
ther it were to prevent inteſtine Rebellions, or that 
| he might havethe glory alone of having ended that 
War, and ſaved the Crown of Epir from manifett 
ruine. 

The Army was already drawn up in the field, and 
their Valiant General was in the Palace-Hall, where 
he was taking his leave of my Father, and of the 
whole Court, which was there aſſembled; Af- 
ter he had loudly promiſed my Father, that within 
two moneths he would make him peaceful Maſter 
over all Epirus, Facidas more obliged to him 
than can be expreſſed, both for his paſt actions, 
and for what he was going to undertake in favour of 
that Kingdom, knew not which way he ſhould thank 
him ſuifciently, but after having exalted his praiſes 
to the clouds, By what means 4 he) O the moſt 
Valiant, and the moſt generouM#f all Princes, by 
what means ſhall we be able to acknowledge our en- 
gagements to you, and what worthy recompence 
can we offer to the defender of our lives and liberties? 
certainly the giſts of this Crown you have preſerved, 
and the bloud of all that are ſubjects to it, would be 
too light a return for what you have done for 
them; and if in your gallant actions, glory were 
not your only aim, you would leave a Countrey 
peaceable and Triumphant ( indeed) by your Va- 
Jour, but generally afflicted for its want of power, 
which will keep it for ever in a forced ingrati- 
tude. 

Azets taking occaſion by this encouragement to de- 
clare his intentions, Do not think Sir, (ſaid he to 
my Father that I am ſo perfe&tly generous as to 
quit the hope of reward you promiſe to my ſervices ; 
I began to do you them: out of a duty which binds us 
to our Allies, and out of that conſideration of glory 


which you alledge ; but in what Ihave yet to do for | 
| that trouble, ſpoke for me, and addrefling herſelfto 


| the Kins 


you, ſuffer me a little to conſider my own int2reſt,and 
ſince you judge me worthy of ſome recompence,give 
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you have found any thing in her worthy of y, 
{teem, I find no leſs advantage to my ſelf hy thi th 
obligation, than this whole Kingdom has to _ 
your former ones; IfI could give her Empiresfy,. 
dowry, I ſhould accept of your alliance with —_ 
joy, but ſince that, ſuch as ſhe is, you have ng n 
dain'd her, command her to receive this honoyr wi 
all that refpect and acknowledgment which is dye 
a Prince like your ſelf, | x 
{ And], (replied the Prince )' do here declare th 
I will not abuſe your goodneſs, nor the _—_ 
you impoſe upon her; for pretending to nothi 
from you, but the permiſſion of ſerving her, [12 
her fully at liberty,to make what judgement ſhe fa 
pleaſe of my ſervices : when the Kingdom is ſeri 
in peace, I will come to lay them at her feet, wy 
if by them I can obtain a confirmation of the "ou 
you ſhew me, | will begg the continuance of it, whic 
I ſhall prefer both betore all the Empires of t; 
W orld,and before all the ſublimeſt fortunes. 1g}, 
ended thefe words he bent one knee to the gronndhe. 
fore me, and taking one of my hands, whichl coy 
not refuſe him in that company, eſpecially after my 
Fathers command; Madam, (aid he ) let the vip 
lence of my paſſion gain pardon for my inſolence: 
reſpect made me demand the conſei;t of the Pring 
your Father,before its declaration, but Ile draw ng 
advantage thence which can difpleaſe you.znd willre. 
ver ask that by his Authority, which I ſhall not he 
able to procure by my; ſervices ; grant me the favou 
to ſecond his approbation of them, and toacceptthe 
Sift I make you, of a life which ſhall never be but 
the Princeſs Deidamia?s. 

When he had ended theſe words, he kiſſed my 
hand, and both by that action, and by what he had 


. faid, drew a bluſh into my cheeks, and put me into 
a confuſion, which left me not the power to anſwer 


me leave to demand it, and to hopefor it particularly | 


ing up his hands to Heaven) King Azz ſhall never 
pretend to any thing from me, which ſhall not be 


| 


him ; neither was it neceſſary 1 ſhould, and thePrin- 
ceſs my Mother, - being willing to help me out of 


King, who already was riſen from his knee,Sir 
( faid ſhe) you will be pleaſed to ſpare Deidama a 


from your ſelf. By all the gods (cried Eacidas, lift- | declaration, whereof her age is uncapable, andgir 


me leave to aſſure yon for her, that ſhe will ever bc 


' moſt ready to acknowledge the g00d inclinations 


granted him, and I ſhall not think my ſelf leſs happy | 


inrequiting his great Obligations, than have been in , 
; mand of the Prince her Father. 


receiving them. 


If it be ſo ( replied 42% with a contented look ) I | 


| 


am the moſt glorious, and the moſt fortunate of all | 
men living, and fince it is not poſhble for me longer 
to conceal the favour I deſire from you, I demand a | 


price Sir, which is infinitely above my ſervices, and | 


that is no other thing but the permiſſion to ſerve the 
Princeſs Deidamia. All the company was ſurpriſed 
at this diſcourſe, as much as you can imagine, #ac:- 


wherewith you honour her, both according to the 
merits of ſo great a King, and according to the con 


- Agts appeared tranſported at this reply, and In 
ving faluted the Princeſs my Mother in the ſame 
manner as he had done me, he received the endear- 
ments of Xacidas, and of the whole Court, wit 
demonſtrations of a perfe&t contentment, and 
not making any longer ſtay, after he had taken 


; his laſt farewell, he went out of the Palace, and 


das was in a manner aſtoniſhed, and I was ſtrucken 
into a confuſion which Iam not able to repreſent ; yet | 
he having already won the affections of the whole | 


Court, the whole Court intereſſed it ſelf joyfully in 


his demand, and teſtified their ſence of it by cries, | 


and clapping of hands which confirm'd my Father in | 
| well confeſs to you that they inclin'd toward joy, and 
that as young asI was, I found nothing in this 


the knowledge of the advantages he ſaw in that pro- 
poſition ; and ta ſay truth, he received it very hand- 
ſomely, and breaking the filence , in which that ſur- 


priſc had held him for a while,he turn'd toward Agzs, | 
and diſcovering his intention by a countenance more | 


ſo out of the Town, and having hindered my 
Fathers intention which was to wait upon hin 
part of that dayes march, he placed himſelf at the 
head of his Army, and advanced directly towardthe 


Enemy. 


It would be no cafie matter for me to repreſent 
what my thoughts were really at that time, but Ima} 


| counter but occaſions of ſatisfaction ; the ſurpriſe 0 


l 
J 


cheerful than ordinary, Sir, ( ſaid he ) my daughter | 


hath no way merited the honour you do her, but if | pardon for it 
Y d | P 2 


Ag his unexpected proceeding, had put me a littie 
out of countenance, but my being already diſpoſe 
to wiſh him very well, quickly obtained 
and refleting upon the excellent 

uz 


| Book. I. 


"ities of his perſon, I in that conquelt found all 

er of contentment and advantage to my ſelf, 
| conſidered that the way he had gone was full of an 
exceeding great regard to me, and that in asking my 
Fathers approbation, before he made me acquaint- 
«4 with his love, he had ſhew'd the reſpect he bore 
wrfamily, and had freed me from all the blame a 


princeſs might recetve, by giving way toa ſecret | 


pretender. In ſhort; both for all thcſe reaſons, and 
the remembrance of his merit, I began to love him 
900d earneſt, and the will of my friends affords 
excuſe enough to my aficEtion, to give meliberty 
nown it to you. Iſaw nothing in his perſon that 
was not lovely to the higheſt point, nay, I could 
not ſo much as wiſh for any thing that was not tobe 
und moſt advantagiouſly in hirm; This affection 
which I felt take birth, without making any oppoſt- 
ion to hinder it, began to cauſe difquiets in me, to 
which I had not been accuſtomed, and the effect ab- 
{ence uſes to produce in the hearts of thoſe that love, 
entring inſenſibly into mine, grief for his being away, 
and fear for thoſe dancers whereinto he was going to 
cat himſelf, found place in it very quickly, andI 
made no prayers to Heaven, without employing part 
of them for his ſafety, and for his ſpeedy return. 
The Prince my Father, and the Princeſs my Mo- 
ther, who ſaw real advantages both to them and me 
n his Alliance, confirm d me in thoſe thoughts them, 
elves, and the whole Court united his intereſts, 
trough the preſent remembrance of thoſe impor- 
tant Obligations it had to him, rung his praiſes cter- 
mlly in my cars, and fortified me in my aftection by 
almanner of reaſons. Onely Neoprolemus was diſ- 
contented at it, but diſcontented even to rage, and 
not being able to difſemble his reſentments, he mur- 
aur'd lowdlyat the injuſtice that was done him, in 
preferrins a ſtranger Prince, whom they hardly 
knew, before a Prince of the E109 of the /Eacidas, 
and in ſuffering him in one day to carry away the re- 
compence of the ſervices of his whole life. He 
made his complaint to my Father, but reap'd very 
little ſatisfaction, nay, he complain'd of it to me 
my ſelf, but in ſuch infolent terms, that I was forced 
totel] him he had no reaſon to envy 4-5 his For- 
tune, for though my Father had not diſpoſed of me 
m favour of that Prince, his condition had been ne- 
ver a whit the better, and in ſhort, that though 
there had never been ſuch a man as Az:s inthe world, 
Deidamia would never have been for Neoprolemus, 
He was not much contented with this anſwer, but 
rot being in a condition to let his reſentments break 


out furtier, while 47s was buſied for the ſafety of |, 


Enru, which was wholy indebtcd to him for it, he 
frove to difſemble them till another ſeaſon, that 
might be more proper for him to take ſatisfaCtion.In 
the mean time our Valiant defender drew the war glc- 
ouſly to a concluſion, I underitand it too little to en- 
arge my ſelf in the particular relation thereof, and 
twill ſuffice me to tell you, that within three months 
be gain'd another Battel over the Rebels, perfect- 


<& the defeat of them in ſome- other Encounters, 


Which were all favourable ro him, and either by 
force, or by the terror of his arms, made himſelf 


| Maſter of all the places they had gotten unto their 


Still as we received news of theſe ſucceſles, 


party. 


Ireceiv'd Letters from him alſo, I will not trouble 
' You with relating what they contain'd, molt of them 
ave forgotten, and onely remember the very firſt, 
vlich was in theſe words. 
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the Princeſs Da- 
damia. | 


King Apts to 


V " Hat will not the fortunate Apis, in« 

 ſpired with the remembrance of the 
Princeſs Deidamia, be able to do for the tran- 
quillity of Epirus £ and what may not be ho- 
ped for from a heart animated with ſo glori- 
ons a paſſion 2 T would it pleaſed the gods T 
were as certain of the ViGory over my Prin- 
ceſſes mind, as over the Enemies of this State 3 
but what viory can he hope for who begins by 
his own defeat, and who declares himſelf con- 
quered before he has fought 2 Tn this conditi- 
on of my fortune, the ſucceſſe of this War 
could not be to my advantage, but that which 
others may find in Conqueſts, and in Tri- 
umphs, is found by happy Ag's in the glory of 
being vanquiſhed by De1damia. 


This was the firſt Letter Ireceiv'd, and by my 


fathers command 1 wrote him an Anſwer, which my 


mother dictated, and which as I remember was 1 
theſe terms, 


The Princeſs Deidamia to the 
King of the Lacedemonians. 


|| 908 to conquer the Enemies of Epirus, 
s and to conquer the mind of Deidamia, 
King Agls hath arms which promiſe hin an in- 
fallible ſucceſſe, his valour alone is ſufficient 
to defeat the Rebels, and as tonching the Vito» 
ry he deſires over my mind, he ought to hope 
for it, not onely from the will of them that 
have power to diſpoſe of me, but from that they 
have left unto my ſelf, which ſhall ever make 
me acknowledge as well what my friends owe 
to his generoſity, as what Tam indebted to his 
merit and to his aſſeFion. 


I received many others, asI have already told you, 
but within a while after we receiv'd himſelf, 


| Crown'd with Lawrels, and laden with the Spoils 


of his Enemies, whoſe remainders he had ſettled in 
an obedience, which left not ſo much as any appear- 
ance of trouble in the Kingdom. You may eaſily 
judge how he was wclcom'd, and can imagine with- 
out my telling ir, that all the magniticence the Epi- 
rots could poſſibly ſhew, was to be ſeen when he 
made his entrance ; we went a good way forth to 
meet him, and that interview paſſed with demonlſtra- 
tions of joy and affection, which it would be =y 

it- 
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difficult to repreſent ; but our particular meeting 
ſtirr'd up more tender and more preſſing motions in 
our hearts than in the reſt of the company, and1 
confeſſe, that in that ſecond Encounter, Tin the per- 
ſon of Agi found a thouſand new inducements to 
love him. 

That firſt day was ſpent in Triumphs, and in re- 
joycings for his return, and for the happy ſucceſs of 
bis Enterpriſes, he came to viſit me at my Lodging, 
and gave me a thouſand confirmations of his love, 
witha grace in which it was impoſſible, not onely 
for the prepoſſeſſed Deidamia, but even for the moit 
inſenſible woman of the world to defend her ſelf. I 
come not ( ſaid he )as a Conqueror to demand a re- 
compence for what I have done to ſecure this King- 
dom, but as a guilty perſon that waits at your feet 
to expect what puniſhment you will inflict upon his 
preſumption; and I acknowledge that I have leſs de- 
fended Epirus with my forces, than I have offended 
Deidamia by my audacious thoughts : but I was not 
Maſter of that noble paſſion, which totally poſleſ- 
fing my ſoul with an abſolute Empire, left me not 
the leaſt power in the world over my ſelf; and [ be- 
liev'd, that putting my ſelf into the hazard of dying 
for you, there was too much glory in my deſtiny to 
forbear to publiſh it ; 'twas that that made me haſten 
a declaration, which perhaps you have not forgiven 
me, and though Iam not able to repent it, Iaccoun- 
ted my temerity ſo worthy to be condemned, that 
1 ſhall think what ſentence ſoever you pronounce 
againſt it,to be both juſt and merciful, As he made 
an end of theſe words, he fix'd his eyes on mine 
'with ſuch a paſſionate ation, that his ſilence expreſ- 
ſed his thoughts more eloquently than they had done; 
and knowing that I ſhould neither diſpleaſe XEacids, 
nor injure the modeſty of my ſex, by giving him ci- 
vil proofs of my affection, I made no difficulty of 
taking a little liberty in favour of him, ard of fol. 
lowing the command of my friends, the wiſhes of 
the whole Court, and the incitements of niine own 
inclination; Sir, ( ſaid I; aſter I had ſtaid a while 
without reply) your ſervices are moſt important, and 
your offences very light, and that declaration, where- 
of you accuſe your ſelf as of a crime, was made with 
too much reſpec and freedom, to leave me any mat- 
ter of complaint againſt you ; I think ita mot judi- 
cious courſe for perſons of your quality and mine, 
and my fathers approbation gives me the libcrty to 
conſider your good will, upon which I ſhould not 
have been able to have caſt my eyes, without the 
knowledge of his ; 1 will confeſs to you moreover, 
ſince this confeſſion is due to the merit of your per- 
ſon, and to that of the great obligations you have 
laid uponus, that in the order he gave me in favour 
of you, I found no repugnance in my ſelf to obey 
him, nor while I live will I ever have any to acknow- 
ledge your affection. Agrs was quite tranſported 
with joy at this reply, and lifting up his hands and 
eyes to heaven, O Fortune, (cryed be) thoudoſt but 
play with my deſtiny, and theſe favours are too 
great to be of any long continuance ; thou, in the 
beginning of my ſervices, haſt given me a prize, 
which could not be due to the moſt obſequious en- 
deavours of my whole life ; and without doubt 


thou wilt forſake me when I have merited part of it - 


by my fidelity, 

He ſpake theſe prophetick words, and many 0- 
' thers, with ſuch raptures of joy,as viſibly expreſſed 
the greatneſs of his paſſion ; and afterwards made me 
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a thouſand proteſtations of an inviolable conſtan 
with ſuch ſweet and moving language, that thew 
are but few hearts in which they would not have leg 
a deep impreſſion. He continued frequently w 
make me the like viſits, but being deſirous to ſtayin 
our Court, without being burthenſome to the peg. 
ple of Epirus, he ſent back his forces into Gree, 
under the conduct of one of his Commanders, an 
kept onely with himhis menial ſervants, He proteſted 
publickly that he would not abuſe Xacida his gogg. 
neeſs, and that he pretended not to his alliance, by 
when he ſhould have merited it from me, and that] 
ſhould know him fo well, as he might hope for thy 
through my inclination, which Ias yet paid himog 
obedience. 

This manner of procceding was extreamly ciyi 
and obliging to me, but it was very imprudent 
for him, and gave him cauſe enough to repent it af 
terward. In the mean time he ſerv'd me withf 
oreat aſſiduity, and with marks of ſo true and fo re. 
ſpectful a paſſion, that all that the moſt ardent ang 
moit skilful Lovers ever practiſed to make them: 
ſelves be lov'd, mult yield to the proofs 1 receiv'd of 
his affection ; he comply'd ſo perfectly withmy de. 
fires, and refign'd himſelf ſo abſolutely to my indi 
nations, that he ſeem'd to be inſpir'd onely by my 
thoughts, or rather to be enliven'd onely by my foul; 
and indeed he made as fair a progreſs in his purpoſe 
as he could have wiſh'd ; andI am oblig'd to conſe 
to you, that never man ſucceeded better than hein 
the deſign of making himſelf belov'd by a perſonof 
m y humour and condition, 

It is true thatI lov'd him, but with ſo ſtrong and 
ſo real an affection, that it hardly was inferjour to 
his.All the worid approv'd it, and all thoſe that knew 
of it thought itſo well grounded, thar it never was 
condemn'd but by MVeoprolemzs alone ; That Prince 
indeed, inrag'd that 47:5 was preferr'd before him, 
murmur'd publickly ar it, and left nothing unat- 
tempted to croſs our affairs; he made uſe of athou- 
ſand inventions to ſet diflention between us, and fo 
exaſperated A4gz, thatif I had not expreſly forbid- 
den him, he would without doubt have puniſh'd him 
for the p'ots he contriv'd. againſt him : W hat, Sir 
( ſaid he one day ro my Father) do you ſmagine that 
the alliance of the King of Sparra can be advantagi 
ous to you, of a King of one City, and of a City 
whoſe Soveraigns are ſlaves ? Are you blirded with 
a little valour, and a little handſomneſs in his perſon? 
and will your condition be e're the better for having 
a handſome ſon in-law in Greece? if he have done «- 
ny ſervice to this State, does it belong to you tore- 
compence him? and is there not a King of Epi 
who is wholly oblig'd to him for it ? If the King yout 
Brother, to whom [ have the honour to be nearly al 
ly'd, were here, do you think he would prefer ths 
petty Prince of Greece before a Prince cf the blood 
of Achilles, as he himſelf is, before a Prince whoſe 
birth, whoſe perſon :nd whoſe fidelity arc knownto 
him? He uſed many diſcourſes of this nature, which 
my father pardon'd in regard of his paſſ:on, and of 
his birth, but which wrought ro eficct at all upo" 
him. One day he was in my chamber, where 
had talk*d a great while tro me upon that ſubjeCh, 
whereby he got but little ſatisfaction, when AY 
camein, but Neoprolemzs, who could rot endure his 
preſence, went out without giving him any ſalute, 
and before he departed, caſting a furious look at me) 


I leave the place to the n;ore fortunate, ſaid he ar 
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Book. I. 
r tothe more worthy, anſwered Agis briskly, 
jolems ftung with that reply , was going to 
oy words which would have incenſed them more, 
[had not prevented it by expreſly injoyning them 
lence 3 And that very aay my father baving been 
uertiſed of it, preſſed them with ſo earneſt entrea- 
rexto paſs their wards to him, that neither of them 
ud refuſe t promiſe he would be quiet. 
ſhort, Agis had obtain d what he demanded, 
having won my heart according to his deſire, ex- 
-4 nothing for the conſummation of his love, 
the return of a man whom Eaci4as, oblig'd to 
kitreſpect.by all manner of reaſon, had ſent to the 
King h13 brother to demand his permiſſion for our 
qurriage 3 but while they were in this expectation, 
ad that I liv'd with my dear gz as a perſon who 
qas upon the point of giving her ſelf wholly to him, 
lis fort UNC ſuffer'd a very ſtrange revolution ; News 
ame, and but tov true for our repoſe, that King 
{txander my Uncle, after having made ſuch a pro- 
reſgin Jtaly AS promis'd him the total conquelt of 
* was defeated in the Country of the 4ruſrans, 


|1ſain upon the place, with the greateſt part of his 


ow was moſt ſenſibly concern'd in the loſs 
fthat King, who was a man of admirable parts, and 
fx boundleſſe courage ; but Eacidas was comfort- 
d by the Crown, which by that death was ſet upon 
whead, Alexander had no ifſue, and there was 


whody in E474 that could diſpute the Succeſſion * 


mth my father; neither was it diſputed, but with a 

eral conſent he was Crown'd in our capital City ; 
nd of a Princes daughter which I was before, I be- 
amea Kings,& theprobable inheritrix of theCrown, 

The gods are my witneſſes, that all the joy I felt 
tthat augmentation of my fortune was abſolutely 
nregard of Agis, and that [ had no other ſatisfaction 
nſeeing my ſelf exalted, than that I was more wor- 
by of his affection, and in a condition one day to 
xd another Crown to his, if the gods ſent not /Eac:- 
waſon, Agis look'd upon this alteration of my 
fortune with a marvellous equality, and never lnew'd 
linſelf concern'd in it but for my ſake. Many days 
were ſpent as well in the obſequies of the deceaſed 
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King, as in the Crowning of my father, an3 during | 


tat time, gz continued in his uſual Eſtate, with- | 


uthabouring for the advancement of that happineſs 
le pretended to by my poſſeſſion : But when he had 
tow'd the time that was neceſſary for the Funeral 
pomps, for the change ofthe Soveraign,and for thoſe 
thirs that happenat a new comming to the Crown, 
ke then began to think of himſelf, and demanded of 
teKing my father the utmoſt teſtimonies of his good 
vil, and the accompliſhment of his promiſe ; he ho- 
pedthat ſthe King would receive his propoſition with 
te fame affetion he had expreſſed everfince his ar- 
tival, and ever ſince his declaration, but he found him 
wher than ordinary, and he fell into nu moderate 
«toniſhment when he heard the King demand him a 
nonths delay, alledging ſome poor excuſes to cover 
tte aleration ofhis humour. 
Ineffet, it was chang'd with the change of his 
wndition, and not conſidering that ingratitude is the 
backeſt of all vices, and the moſt unworthy of a 
Prince, he had given cir to Neoptolemm, and a pack 
other flatterers, to the prejudice of his word, 
nd of what he ow 1 to the ſervices of valiant Azz. 
Theſe wicked people had with ſucceſs perſwaded 


lim, that the Kin: of Spartz was a good matchindeed 


for the daughter of Prince Facidas, but not for the 
daughter of the King of Epirms, and the probable 
Heireſs of the Kingdom ; that in truth his quality 
was Equal to ours, but that great heed was to be taken 
of contracting an alliance which ſubmitted Epirns to 
the juriſdiction of Sparta, and to thetyranny of. its 
Ephori; that it was the greateſt misfortune.could be- 
fall that State, and that of free-men which they were, 
or onely Subjects to their lawful Soveraigns, the Epi- 
rots would become flaves to that Grecian people, 
whoſe yoke was inſupportable to all Nations; that 
they ſhould loſe all their privileges, and all their 
wealth, and ſhould betroth themſelves to the condi- 
tion of certain People ſubject to the irhenians, who 
dreined of their mony, and of their forces, were 
even deprived alſo of their liberty, and employed in 
nothing elſe amongſt them but baſe and ſervile uſes ; 
they alleged many other Arguments, which altoge- 
ther wrought their effect upon the mind of weak un- 
thankful Kacides.By the coldneſs ofhis Anſwer, Agis 
had ſome apprehenſion of his misfortune, but he did 
not abſolutely believe it; and could not at firſt ima- 
gine, that a King ſhould be capable of baſeneſs and 
ingratitude, which titles he might juſtly give to my 
fachers change, and I offend not the reſpect I bear 
him, in repeating the very tearms of that poor un- 
happy Prince ; He came to me with a countenance in 
which his grief was naturally repreſented, and im- 
printing part of his ſadneſs in my heart at his very 
comming in, made me preſage a part of our misfor- 
tunes. What do you ail ( ſaid]) wy deareſt Agis, 
and with what diſquiets will you afflitt me? I amtor- 
7;e nted (anſwered he) with a mortal apprehenſion, 
and if my ſuſpicions are true, 1 am upon the very 
brink of ruine. Theſe words pierc*d me to the quick, 
and made me preſs him to let me know the cauſe of 
them, | 

He with extraordinary agitations of mind told me 
the conference he had newly had with my father 
which recital gave me thoughts but little different 
from his, and brought many particularsinto my head 
whereby I might have. obſerved a coldneſs in my fa- 
ther towards him : the reflection I made upon them 
began to trouble me exceedingly,and the knowledge, 
I had of theRings humour ſtruck me into a very omi-' 
nous fear; yet did I ftrive to conceal it from him, 
and diſſembling my opinion as well as poſſibly I 
could, I endeavour'd to abate his ſorrows with ſome 
confolation. Fear not, dear 4p#s, (faidI ) fear not 
a change which cannot enter into a Princes heart, 
and believe that the King my father asked you this 
delay, and received your diſcourſe more ſeriouſly 
than he was wont, onely to render that formality to 
his new honour ; there is no likelyhood he ſhould for- 
get what he owes to you, and that he ſhould loſe the 
remembrance of thoſe commands he has given me 
to love you; ſuch a lightneſs would be too odious, 
and of too il] an example, to ſufter me to believe he 
car. be capable of it, nor can Ihave any ſuch appre- 
henſion, without receiving molt expreſs teſtimonies - 
thereof, I ſaid many other things, to which he lent 
ſufficient attention, but they were not able to with- 
draw him from his ſadneſs; I eafily found it, when 
looking upon me with eyes that had ſomething a fatal 


aſpet, Madam, ( ſaid be )I amundone, and this 


beginning of my miſery ſuits ſo directly with ſome 
ſcurvy dreams,and other il}-boding preſages which of 
late have diſquicted me, that I cannot recover the 


| frights they have put me in; fortune has hitherto 


uſed 


uſed me but too favourably, and ſuch a ſtrange un- 
ſhaken courſe of ptoſperities threatned me with an 


infallible deſtruction. Well, ( continued he a while 
after )I mult loſe Deidamia, but if I loſe her, Vle 
loſe my life at the ſame time, and perch-nce will ac- 
company it with ſo many others that that loſs ſhall be 
made known through all parts of Errope.He brought 
forth theſe words with marks of ſuch a violent grief, 
that I was touched with it to the very heart,and being 
willing to let him ſee how much | was concerned 111 
his affliton, If you loſe De:zdamia ( ſaid 1 ) no other 
man ſhall ever have the advantage to had taken her 
from you, andI proteſt by all that we account moſt 
holy and ſacred, that ſo long as A,» loves me, I never 
can be capable of a ſecond aftetion. If it be ſo, ( re- 
plied 4g ) Ile out-brave all the obſtacles that threa- 
ten me, and all the powers of the world arc not able 
to do me any harm while De:damia is on my ide. 
But, Madam, remember the promiſe you make me, 
and believe, that inthe extremity I ſhall demand ex- 
tream proofs of your affection. I was going to an- 
ſwer, when our converſation was interrupted by cer- 
tain Ladies who came to viſit me, We had many 0- 
ther diſcourſes upon that ſubject, and in the mean 
time, Ag every day found new confirmations of his 
ſears in the Kings countenance ; I was little leſs af- 
flited at it than he, but Idifſembled part of my ſad- 
neſs, that | might not redouble his. We con taued 
many days in an uncertainty, full of apprehenſion, 
but at laſt our misfortune was but too plainly difco- 
vered to me, and the King being one day come into 
my chamber. rook me alone with him into my cloſler, 
where he ſpoke to me on this manner,  Derdamia, 
when commanded you to love the King of the Da- 
cedemontans, I was obliged to do ſo by many confide- 
rations, which rendred that Alliance advantageous 
to us; and truly our ovligations to that Prince, and 
the good qualitics of his perſon diſpoſed me towards 
it with joy ; but our condition 1s changed, and we 
had not then more reaſons to approve that Match, 
than we have now to diſapprove it. In ſhort, for 
many cauſes which are above your age and know- 
ledge, and wherein my whole Kingdom 1s concern- 
ed, Ag cannot be your husband, and you ought 
betimes to withdraw your ſelf from that affection 
you bear him, to diſpoſe of it in favour of ſome o- 
ther, whom the Maxims of State ſhall make choice 
of for you. You know that the daughters of Sove- 
rain Princes marry for other conſiderations than thoſe 
of Love, and you alſo knory too well what reſignation 
you owe your father, to make any difficulty of being 
ouided by his will, I was half dead before the King 
had ended this diſcourſe, and he eaſily ſaw by my 
face into what perplexity I was reduced; I had nei- 
ther ſtrength to ſpeak, nor confidence to look upon, 
him, and he had ſo much patience as to wait till I 
was reſetled, that he might receive my anſwer : but 
when he had vainly continued a long time in that ex- 

Ration, and that he ſaw me ſtil] keep a ſilence full 
of trouble and confuſion, Speak, Derdamia, ( pur- 
ſued he )and give me ſome aſlurance of your inten- 
tion to obey me without repugnance. 

I was ſo ſtruck and caſt down, that I knew not 
which way I ſhould be able to reply, -yet did I uſe 
* my utmolt endeavours to recover a little courage, 
and recolleting my ſpirits to explain my ſelf, Sir, 
(ſaid I ) what qualities ſoever there are inthe per 
ſon of the King of the Lacedemonians, and what 
ſervice ſoever he has done this State, I had not loved 
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him if you had had not enjoyned me : ho | 
have li-enſed my ſelf to on halt, ne ek 
command alone can authoriſe ; *Twas out our of ” 
dience onely that I caſt my eyes on the good-yill 
bore me, and I have fo religiouſly obſerved it tha 
your Majeſty could not deſire more acknowledgy : 
from me, nor more affection to our deliverer than 
| have really given him : *Tis true, Sir, that Iha 
loved him, and I loved him {till by your orders þ ; 
moſt powerful inclination, and by a jut knowleds 

both of his worth, and of what he has done for. 
but my reſignation to your will has rooted theſ 
thoughts too deeply in my heart to be ever abletg 
pluck them thence ; and I was too ready to compl 
with your deſires; to love 4« #5 with a light afſeQion 
or with ſucha ore as can be taken off, and placed y 
on another, that is a thing, Sir, whereof 1 feel n 


ſelf no way capable ; and if in this declaration Your 
Majeſty find any matter of complaint again} Your 
daughter, be plcaſed to conſider, *tis but for havin 
been too obedient that I now am diſobedient, The 
King hearkned impatiently to this reply, and was ex. 
ceeding ill ſatisfied with it, yet beins he had not 
doubted but he ſhould meet with ſcn:c difficulty in 
my mind, and that he found a great deal of reaſon 
in my words, he would not fall into paſſion, but con. 
tented himſelf with ſaying, What, Deidania, will 


which is diſadvantageous to you, and which I diſap- 
prove? My affection to Agzs ( anſwered [ ) ſhall 
never make me do any thing that can bring you 
ſhame, cr that can juſtly give you ſorrow, but it ſhall 
always be {trong enough to keep me from for getting 
him, and from giving that to another which ke has 
ſo well deſerved, and which he holds onely from your 
ſelf. You ſhall havea little time ( replied the King ) 
to perſwade your ſelf to follow my commands, in 
which interim, ſec that you reſolve to do ſo, and let 
me find no more reſiſtance in you, upon pain ofa diſ- 
pleaſure which would not be to your advantage. The 
King after theſe bitter words ſtaid not for an ar'wer, 
but going out of my cloſſet, left me in the ſaddeſt 
condition 1 had ever been inall my life. I loved 4 
indeed equally to my ſelf, and this unjuſt fo: idding 
me to love him appear'd fo cruel to me, and fo tyran- 
nical, that it left me neither ſenſe nor words, but to 
accuſe the King of injultice aiid of ingratitude. My 
tears lent me a great relief in that occaſion, and 'twas 
by them I began to complain of the violence that was 
uſed upon me; two of my Maids, to whom I truſted 
my molt ſecret thoughts, and which are theſe you 
now ſee with me, kept me company in that ſad em- 
ployment, and when I was the moit deeply buried 
init, unfortunate 4g: came into my chamber; The 
entrance of it was always free to him, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſevere reſolution that was taken againſt 
him, they lil] remembred both his quality , and 
what he had done for Epirms, and therefore in appea- 
rance he received the ſame uſage he waswont to have. 
As ſoon as ever | ſaw him, my griefs were ſenſibly re- 
doubled, and | could not hinder my ſelf from ſending 
fortha cry, wherein he inſtantly found the cruel con- 
firmation of his ſuſpitions; he made a ſtop at my 
chamber dore, with his arms acroſs, and ſeeing me all 
in tears upon my bed, and theſe two wenches buſicd 
in comforting me, he was like to have loſt both fis 
ſirength and his underſtanding, and all he could do 


in that condition, was to lean againſt ttc wall to 


keep him up, and caſt looks at me in that oy? 
T 


you perfiſt then whetterI will or no in an affection | 
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ful paſture» which made me almoſt cite with grief, 
ind with compaſſion, Well, Macam, ( cried he, 
after a long filence) is it certain then that | am ruined? 
Thad not the power tO anſyer him at firic, but W..en 
he had repeated theſe words two or three ſeveral 
times, It 1s true, (faid 1) my dearett Agzs, I am 
@rbidden to love you, but 'tis alſo truc, that 'tis 
- poſſible for me to obey that command. If you 
hold that reſolution ( replied Ag/5) my fortune is 
not deſperate, but if you forſake me with your friends, 
there is no kind of death ſo dreadful bur is to be pre- 
ferred before my concition, and wherewith 1 would 
not ſacrifice a lif2, which I will not Keep one moment 
fer the loſs of my hopes, | Lam molt tirmly refol- 
ved (anſwered I ) to love other man in the world but 
pes, and if I be taken trom him, they hail never 
give to me any thing but tomy grave, gz found 
ne conſolation inthis diſcourſe, and recovering a 
lttle confidence by the hopes I gave him, he drew 
nearer, and beſought me trembling to teil him the 
kt confirmations I had received of his misfortune. I 
related all that the King had ſaid, with great exprefſi- 
ons of forrow, and thereby put him into the conditi- 
on that would have touch'd his moſt i:nplacable ene- 
mies with pity ; that great courage watch was wont 
tolead tim on in fight abanldoned him for ſoine mo- 
ments in this encounter, and ſcarce had he enough re- 
mining to keep him from finking under the weight 
of his aNiQion ; out of theſe faintings he fellinto ſuch 
arage, as I never had bciteved him capable of, and 
which nothing but his paſſion alone could be able to 
excuſe, After he had ventcd ali that the impetuoul- 
neſs oftnis fir!t motions put 1r.to 1:1s mouth, W hat, 
(continued he ) ſhall it be true then that the word of 
2 Prince ſhall be unworthily revoked, and that my 
ſervices ſhall be ſo ungratciully requited ? . Will not 
this State which I have ſaved ſrom manifeſt ruine, cry 
loudly againſt the injuſtice that is done me, and will 
not the gods themſclves, who are concerned in the 
juſtice of my quarrel, take my part again{t perjured 
ard unthankful Fac:4s ? will he then ſo lightly for- 
get by what actions I had merited the hopes he gave 
me ? or if he can remember out of what extremities 
[have freed him, will he pret.r the Viceroy of A/a- 
cedon's ſon before me ? Theſe laſt words made me 
nterrupt him, to ask what preferring that was he 
ſpoke of about the Viceroy of Aacedon : Yes, Ma- 
dam, (anſwered he) 'tis to Caſſarder the ſon of An- 
tipater that you are Ceſtin'd ; and | Fave newly learnt 
that "tis by his alliance your father intends to ſecure 
himſelf againſt Antiparers practices, and to unite 
himſelf with him, who under the Authority of A/cx- 
ander had made himſelf potent and conſiderable in 
Greece, That man whois not born a Prince,and who 
draws all his luſtre but from the glory of another, robs 
meof Dezdamia; and the King your ſather, out of 
ſome unequitable reaſons of £tate, pref.rs a particu- 
hr man, a man whom he knows not,and a man who 
ever was his enemy, before a King, who ſo liberally 
has expoſed his life ro ſerve him. But let him look 
for no ſucceſs of ſo wrongful a deſign, and let him be. 
lieve, that the goJs have not inſpired him with it in 
favour of Cafſander, but for Cafſanders deitructi- 
0n 


Ve kill him, that unjuſt uſurper of my happineſs, | 


Nlekill him in the very arms of Anriparer,and though 
Alexander himſelf ſhould come in his defence, 475 
leſpiſes his own life enough to. ſacrifice many other 
tohis lawful reſentment, He ſaid divers other words 
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tranſported with an exceſſive fury, but when his frt 
violence w2s a little over, Deir 4yz, (ſaid L) ifthe 
firmneſs of my affection to you can give you any 
hope or conſolation, be certain, that neither Cſſan- 
aer, nor any other manin the world, ſhall ever be 
preferr d before you by Le:d:1:ia, and that if: ſhe 
cannot be yours, the never wilt be any bodies ; per- 
haps our affairs are not ſo deſperate-as we believe 
them, and if you put the Kinz in mind of whit he 
owes umo his promiſe, and of what he owes to the 
actions you have done for us, 1 do not think he will 
have the confidence to perfilt in his unworthy reſolu- 
tions, Ile go and make that trizl ( replyed the 
ailicted Prince) but, O gods, with how little hope 
1: 15, an with how little ſucceſs (without doubt) 
will it be! Attheſe words ke went out of the cham- 
ber, being reſolved to go tothe King to know his 
laſt determination from his own mouth ; the time 
he had demanded to give his anſwer wagalready ex- 
pired, and that poor Prince had not the paticnce to 
defer it any longer; He ran Circcily to the King 
whom ne found in his withdrawing room, with cer- 
tain Princes, and other perſons that were conſidera- 
ble in Epir225, Being blinded with his paſſion, he 
could not cifſemble his thoughts before that compa- 
ny, but having defircd the King to grant him a parti- 
cular audience, he ftept to him with a troubled coun- 
tenance, yet ſtriving to keep his ill humour from 
breaking out, he endeavour'd to compoſe himſelf to 
a moderation whereof he was not capable, and ha- 
ving by the manner of his comming in, and by his 
action,ſuſpended all that were preſent, Srr, (ſaid he to 
the King) :f your 2Aajeſties promiſes had not veen pub- 
lick, and if the alltance whcrewith you intend to ho- 
nour we were n:t known to this whole Kingdowe, 1 
word not have demanded the accompliſhment of them 
in ſo great 4 company, xor ſtrive in this place tocure 
ny ſelf of the diſqmets that tcrment me, 1 do not 
aut, Sir, but that you obſerve ſome trouble in 
ry face, and 1 have not cunning enough to difſenble 
thoughts, that are of the nature of mine, but yet I * 
krow the King of Epirus we'l enough, not to let my 
711d yiel4 to the impreſſion which they would give me 
of ry mufrtune ;, 1 mow that he ts of too illuſtrious 
Llood to viclate his word, and that he has too royal 
and too grateful a beatt to forget my ſervices 
How unworthy ſoever 1am of the poſſeſſion of Deida- 
mia, your Majeſty has loudly and ſolemnly promiſed it 
ze, and I ſhorld think I did you a mortal injury, if 1 
could believe what they would perſwade me to the pre= 
jadice of your word, which I account itvislable be- 
tween ſuch Princes as the King of Epirus and the 
King of the Tacedemonians. King Az2zs held his 
peace after he had ſaid thus, and the whole company 
kept a quietſilence to hearken to Facidas his anſwer 
who when he had bethought himſelf a while, pave it 
in theſe terms, I do not deny, Sir, but that Prince 
Facidas highly oblig'd both for all Epirzzs, and for 
his particular conſideration, to the valiant King of 
the Lacedemenians, approv'd of his affectionto his 
daughter, and defired his allance as much as grati- 
tude and the merit of that Prince could oblige him to 
do. This truth is known through all Epirz,but you 
are not iznorant alſo of the revolution which hath 
happen'd in the Royal Family, and you know. 
well enough, that the conſiderations of a whole 
State ought without queition to be valued above 
any particular onez, The gods are my witneſſes, that 


| if my inclinations were followed, Deidamia ſhould 
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never bematch'd to any body but the valiant King 
of Sparta, and that I would preferhis alliance beforc 
that of all the greateſt Monarchs upon earth; No, ]I 
have not loſt the remembrance of the gallant actions 
he did in favour of us, nor have I loſt the knowledge 
of the admirable qualities of his perſon. But my wholc 
State oppoſes my intention, and the Fprrots, whoſe 
Crown 33 yet belongs in reverſion to Deidama, can- 
not refolve to bear the yoke of tne Lacedemonians: 
Theyare frighted with the example of many Nations, 
who are become ſlaves unto the Crecks, and they 
protelt aloud, that they will not exchange their free 
condition for ſervitude, I would it pleaicd the gods, 
that cither I had more liberty to diſpoſe of my fami- 
ly, or that youcould find fach recompence amonglt 
us, as might acquit part of our obligations to you ; 
diſpoſe of our Eitates which you have reſcucd out of 
the Rebels hands, diſpoſe of this Kinglome which 
you have delivered, and which by your valour you 
have acquired unto your ſelf; but leave the diſpo- 
ſing of Deidamia to the Epirotes, ſince it cannot be 
taken from them ; they will needs ſacrifice her to 
their ſecurity, and ſhe is not happy enough to pre- 
tend to the fortune which I had deſtin'd her, an1 
whereof I was as defirous as your ſelf could te. Agzs 
had hardly patience to hear wi] this, and interrupting 
the King who would have ſpoken more; What, Sir, 
( ſ=idbe ) is it true ihenthat 1 ſhall not have Deida- 
mis? and will you pay the real ſervices I have done 
you, with a few falſe reaſons, invented by thoſe that 
envy me? Can you excuſe the violation of your 
word by the chanse of your conditi-n, and have you 
receiv'd any dignity bv becoming King of Ep:rus, 
which was not al:eady in te perſon of the Kins of 
Sparta? 15 this tate, whoſe will you alledge, fo in- 
grateful as to forget that haveſav'dit? an4 are not 
theſe Epizors, which would rob me of Dezdara.the 
ſame whoſe blood I ſpared by ſhedding of mine own, 
and who yet upon tlieir tields may ſceſo many marts 
of what I have done to buy their ſafety ? If they fear 
the domination of Sparta, I ſreely quitall thoſe pre- 
tenſions the marrying of De-:4:39:42 might give me 
to this Crown, and provided I may have her, let 
them make whom they will King of Epirms, and 
Pſpoſe oftheir Monarchy according to their own de- 
Ires. 

'Tis not by this Kinzdome yon offer me, that the 
loſs of Dezdamia can be recompenſed : | too much 
deſpiſe the authority over a rebellious unthankful 
people; and if I have a defire to inlarge my territorics 
[ wear a Sword well known to the Eprrors, a Sword 
which has defended their Country well enough, to 
make them ſee *tis capable to conquer others ; yea it 
can give me greater Empires than that of my fore fa- 
thers, but it-can much more caſily conſerve what it 
has lawfully acquired me ; 'tis by it in part that I pre- 
tend to Peidamia, and 'tis with itT will defend my 
right even to my lateit breath,and that with rivers of 
blood, I will diſpute it againlt thoſe that would take 
her from me. 

| Azzs pronounced theſe words with a tone that 
ſtruck terrour into many of the by-ſtanders, the King 
was extreamly nettled with them, and his anger ap- 
pear'd inthe alterations of his countenance; but know- 
ings there was a great deal of reaſon in what he ſaid, 
and feeling ſome remorſe of his ingratitude, he kept 
his thoughts from breaking forth, and only anſwer- 
ed with a very ſerious face, They that rake Deida- 
mia from you are n0t in 4 Condition to fear your 
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threatninss, nor would be of an humour to ſuffer they 
from any other bat their valiant Defender ; be my 

freely make uſe of thoſe priviledges, which fo man 
worthy Attions, and jo many treſi Engagments FR 
gwen him amongſt us; and inſtead of returning hi 
menacesin a place where 1 might have ſome Power tg 
doit, T'le confeſs there was a great deal of juſtice in 
his reproacbes, rf the injury 1 do him were a voluny. 
ry ation - the Contempt you ſhew of this our K :nodome 
15 an effect of cencroſuty, woaich weuld not excuſe the 
Epirots frow2 the yoke they fear, and in what many 
ſoever you rYeNOUHCe this Crows, after the death of 
Facidas, Deidamia's riche to ;t were not to be ail 
p ated, 

Believe it, Sir, "tis with a moſt ſcrſible grief I de. 
clare this truth, and this hard neceſſity of mY Conditi- 
on; that I might be in one to content you. 1 couid wiſh 
this Crown were yet 1pon the nead of another Sie. 
raign, and if for your faiisf ation you deſire onely 
what abſolutely aepends on me, 1 fual' think nothing 
difficult to reſtific bow great a ſenſe I have of the vene. 
ral, andof wy particiilar obligations, O goas | (ti, 
cd out tranſported £&gs gods that are enemies toin- 
juſtice and oppreſſion ! gods that are revenge 's of per. 
jury! gods that are protettors of the perſon; of Kings 
Can you fuffer this high abuſe without aarting your 
Thundcrs upoz for ſworn ingrateful head: | And you, 
Facidas, can you recall to mind the condition ont of 
which I freed you, and not die withwery ſhame and 
confuſton ? Theſe Tratters to whoſe Courſe 's You give 
ear, tothe prejudice of your faith, and of your bon- 
our, thoſe baſe #71, awhoſe advice you prefe rr before 
the ſafe ly of unfortunate Avis, dd they eUVEr reſeuc 
you from ſuch exiremitios as thoſe you were reduced ty 
when I came ts your relief ? nay rathcr, are not the 
themſelves indebred ro we for that ſhamefill life which 
[preſerved for the deftriilion of mine own ? Was it 
from Antipater and bis ſon you received thit aſſiſt- 


ance ! and the price of my ſervices which you de- 


prive me of, dite to the innmrics which they hve done 
I 


you ? 
The Ring, who did not thinl his Geſion of an 
alliance with Arzriparer had been known to cis, 
appear'd much'a!toniſhed at this diſcourſe ; but be- 
mg he had prepar'd himſelf again'r all the events he 
was probably to look for from his change, he re- 
collected hrnſelf prefently, and replyed without 
falling into paſſion, I will never preter Antipater 
Cafſander, or any other Prince in Errepe, before 
your ſelf ; butif my Kingdom has defigns for its own 
quietneſs, and for the e{tabliſhment of that tranquil. 
lity it deſires, I know not how to oppoſe them with- 
out making my ſelf unworthy of the Crown they 
have ſet upon my head, nor without'making a peo- 
ple, moſt inclinable to revolt, take Arms once more 
againſt me, Ler'emrarhs; to ee Arms (interrupted 
furious Agw) for their own defence, @ndinſs an Ent- 
my. which they cannot, and which they onobt net to 
deſpiſe; and finee they nndleralue me fe 7 Cafſander, 
A private man and 4 1.77 whzſe AA and fami.y art 
n#h:.own.but bytherr perfidionſueſs,and ! 'y the gleryof 
their Maſter lot em rake Aras for his vi licf,as I have 
tihen Aris fir theirs, That and.1cings fellow hall nit 
quietly enjoy what he unjuſHy world 7 vi ji from 
me; ana ſince neither compaſſion of an unfortk 
nate Lover, whew Your Wer atitude precrpitctes 
mmoutter deſpair nor the remembrance of this Crown, 
which #5 the cxuſe of all ny wi:fortmmnes, anc! which you 
owe to none but we nor the confideration rr 
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which 15 interreſſed zn the violation of your word, 

can diſſwade you from the cruel reſolution Yo!! have 

wn arainſt me, Remember, King of Epirus, re- 
venber that ] ſhall be able to do as much for my own 

warrels 4s 1 have done already for yours, and that 
tes un juſb Caſſander ſhall ezther ſink, under my lawful 
indignation, or make Ag1s fall wth the better part of 
Greece, That's the firft Expedition T'le prepare for, 
endif the gods grant me tne ſucceſs which is due ro the 
wſtice of my cauſe, You ſhall quuckly ſee the e Arias, 
Facidas, glittering in Epirus, in a hoſtile manncr, 
hich once you loo d upon with ſo much joy, whenthey 
ramz to briag you ſafety ;, they know already how to 
conquer the Epirotes, and ſhall over flow their fields 
wth that ſame blood, which heretofore they unluckuly 
have preſerved, Attheſe words, the King could no 

oer contain himſelf within the limits of moderation 
nd ſeeing all thoſe that ſtood about him murmur at 
Agts his declaration, 4:irherro ( ſaid he ) in 7e- 
gardof your reſentmunt, aad inremembraiice of what 
jut have done fur us, I have paſſed by al yeur prevo- 
cations, but ſence you openly acclare War againſt me, 1 
accept uty and charge you within three days to depart 
this Contrey, where .you Ccannit ve lookid upin as o- 
ther than an Enemy. *T1s as an Encmy, (replied 
fv haſtily) *ri5 45 an Enemy you ſhall ſee me return 
into't, and all the moſt criel and moſt horrible 
fects that Fire and Sword can bring along with 
them, ſpall be the ſure rewards of perjury and tit- 
ratittde, 

Theſe words were not well over-heard by the 
King, who aiready was retiring another way, 
ad furious Agix going out of the Room at the 
ſune time, - took his way Ciredily towards his 
loging. 

The noiſe of this diforder was immediately ſpread 
through the whole Court, and there was no other 
talk in all A:-bracia, but of this unexpected change, 
ad of the Events it mizht produce, Opinions were 
divided, and if thoſe that were concern'd found, or 
ndeavoured to make others find reaſon inthe Kings 
proceeding, they that judg'd of it without paſſion or 
tereſt, condemn'd him of a high ingratitude ; but 
the number of the baſe minded men, and flatterers, 
was greater than that of generous perſons, and the 
lame Apis, who a few days before was followed and 
adored by the whole Court, ſaw himſelf generally 
forſaken forſaken in a moment, and attended only by 
tioſe he had brought out of his Countrey, When 
tlisnews was told me, I was like inſtantly to have 
edfor grief, and though the Queen my Mother la- 
bour'd to give me ſome conſolation, and to cover the 
Kings ation with ſome pretences, Ifound nothing in 
terdiſcourſes but new occaſions of affliction. Let 
wr the King hope, (ſaid 1) no, let him never hope that 
W heart can be chant'd, and ſince he needs would 
eve me love King Agis, let him prepare himſelf to 
teme love himin the grave ; an affettion,which ſuch 
expreſs commands, ſuch important obligations, and 
ſuch admirable qualities have kindled, ts not ſo eaſily 
tbe quench'd, and the King my f ther onght not to 
thinkit ftrange, though 1 owe my life to him, that my 
ſoul nevertheleſs is different from his, T muſt love 


ligis, Madam, for ever, and althourh I have'po- 


wer enough over that paſſion, to keep it within the li- 
ms which my birth bath preſcribed, it will have po- 
Wer enough over me, to make my heart incapable of a 
ſeeond, Ah | my dear Agis, rather let death, ac- 
companied with the moſt rigorous Turtures, ſepa- 
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rate we from thee for ever, thanthat I ſhould afford 
room to a [ucceſſuur in this heart, which never was, , 


nor ever (nall be any bodies but thine, 1 accompani- ; 
ed theſe words with ſuch a flocd of tears, that the 
Queen was deeply touch'd with them ; ſhe, eſteem'd 
4;:5 infinitely, anddid no way approve my fathers 
maxims ; but he govern'd not his affairs by her ad- 
vice, and ſhe was much too weak to opppoſe his de- 
terminations, IT paſſed the reſt of that day,and all the 
night in ſighs, in ſobs, and in halfdeſperate actions, 
and the next morning my poor Ag being reſolv'd 
to g0 away that very day, came to reccive his laſt 
flarewel ofme. Tic King, who could neither for- 
bear to conſider him,nor think upon him without re- 
morſe, denied him not that ſmall ſatisfaction, and his 
cntrance into my chamber was as freely permitted as 

before. | 
He came in with a countenance, which had almoſt 
nothing of its wontedfeatures, and whoſe looks had: 
ſomething ſo fatal in them, that death appear'd there 
moſt n:turaliy painted: and { beheld him with Eyes, 
which ſufficiently teſtified the part | bore in his mis- 
forcunes. Of a long time he was not able to get out 
one word,and for a long time alfo I was in no condi- 
tion to begin that ſad Entertainment. Our Eyes talk'd 
a great while for us, and when fainting Agzs thought 
himſelf frong enough, to help them -to expreſs his 
mind, after having begun-with many ſighs, adam, 
(aid he) behold this arfyrac'd, beha!d thes baniſh'd 
12: behold this Encmy of Epirus, aud be who in this 
Curt bas appear'd with ſuch a luſtre, and with ſo 
high a foitune,departs now fromit wittuont any other 
conſolation, than that of bezns able to take bis leave 
of you : *trs the ently f.cvour that's not refuſed mezand 
15 init alone 1 have eſtabliſhed my lateſt hopes ;, you 
are too geucrons, wy feur Priaceſs, to ſquare your 
tnoughts by thoſe of the King your Father, and though ._. 
l be hated by your friends, 1 hope that you will not 
conſiacr we as the Enemy of your houſe. TI conſider 
yor, (ſaid I, interrupting him) ard willconſrder yor 
all wylife, as that which I lave moſt dearly in this 
world; and 25 that only which Ican, and will love in 
ﬆ,- The gods be praiſed (replycd Ag, lifting up 
his hands and eves to Heaven) ſiace my Princeſs is 
not chang'd, neither us my fortune; and ſince ſhe ſtill 
will l,ve me, I out-brave the tyrannical power of a Fad 
ther, aud ail the oppeſitions of unthaakful Epirus. 
Well then, my Princeſs, if yeu love me; if you love 
me----- ſaid he again within a little after, and made a 
{top at theſe words, as not having the confidence to 
proceed. I perceiv'd his inward diſturbance, and be- 
10g willing to caſe him in it, Yes Agis (added 1 love 
you, and [ will give all the proofs you can acmand of 
my affettion. If it be fo (replied he) 1 zo longer 
have any reaſon to con:plain of my deſtiny; but dear- 
eſt Princeſs, bow exticanly do 1 fear you'll change 
your reſolution, and how 7 tremble at the propoſition T 
an voing to make you? Tnaleſs extrewity Fſnould not 
bave attempted ut, but ſlice "irs the ply means of ſafes 
ty I now have left, 1 wit of nccrjſity follow it, "and 
beg proofs of your affection, which are avove my 
ſervices, and-above the weris of my perfor, but 
may peraduenture be dae unto ty paſſin, ., and 
to the promiſe you bave mane me, Since the. Xing 
oppoſes wy fortune, 67 ratier ſince he oppoſes. my 
life, be pleaſed fair Princeſs that 1 may hold it from 
your ſelf alone, and that I way live onely by you, 
ſonce I cannot live but for you. If the Kino refuſe we 
Deidamia, let 722 Aa" 35 frem Deidamia ber ſelf, 
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ahd to follow the fortune of a Prince that adores her, 
let her flye from a Prince that would ſacrifice her to 
the Capricio's of his State, Your condition ſhall not 
beſo miſerable at Sp.rra, that you ſhould need to 
bewail your leaving this unthankful Country, and 
as much forſaken as I am, I want not means to carry 
you from hence, if you will have the goodneſs to 
quitit forme, Az would have gone on with his 
perſwaſioos, but I wou!d not ſuffer him to proſecute 
his diſcourſe ; 1 found matter enough in it of offence 
to me, but I lov'd him enough, and was enough 
o!!ig'd to him, to pardon it as an effect of his paſſi- 
on, and to content ny ſelf with refuſing his d-mand, 
without being angry with him forit, *TIis enough 
(/a:4 ]) my dearcit 4g, 'tis enough, and Iam 
exceedingly afflicted, that you have deſired no proofs 
of my afection, but ſuch as neither are fit for me to 
grant, nor you to ask. | 

Would it had pleaſed the gbds, you had rather 
demanded the better part of my blood, or that you 
had defir'd my life it ſelf, and they are my witneſſes, 
I would have given you them without any trouble ; 
but to perſwade me to faults ſo unworthy of a Prin- 
ceſs, and ſo contrary to my duty, and to my Repu- 
tation, Ah! deareſt Ag7s! if you lov'd me, could 
you ſuffer ſucha thovght? Imake you judge your 
ſclf of the unfitneſs of your demand, and I conjure 
you to tell me truly, if your ſelt could approve the 
thing you counſel me. 

What will you then do for me ? ( crycd that at- 
Aicted Prince) and what fruit can I expect from that 
affetion, wherewith you would have me flatter my 
ſelf in my misforr::ne ? what proofs then ſhall thoſe 
be,you offer me of it? and in this lateit extremity, 
what advantage can Idraw from your lateſt promi- 
ſes? All that you can hope for (reply'd I) from a 
* Princeſs that loves you, but from a virtuous Prin- 
ceſs, and one who like your ſelf, would prefer death 
before any mean unworthy action. I will teſtifie 
my affeQtion to you, by preſerving it to my very 
grave; I for your ſake will diſobey the King my fa- 
ther, if he ſhall command me to forget. you, Ile 
diſobey him if he ſhall oblige me to a ſecond affecti- 
on, for in the obedience I owe him, I know no Rules 
that can compell the inclination : but if he ſhould 
forbid me to marry you, or if he ſhould forbid me tv 
ſee you, I cannot perſiſt in that Deſign without do- 
ing an irreparable injury to my Reputation. What 
injury ſhall you do it (faid 42:5) by following a Hus- 
bandof aquality cqualto your own, and a Husband 
whom you lov'd only by the injunction of your 
friends? When I ſhall receive him from them (an- 
ſwered1) Tle follow his fortune to the utmolt part 
of the world, and will prefer the poſſeſſion of him 
before that of the whole carth together, but to take 
him, or goalong with him without their conſent, is 
that Icannot do without making my ſelf unworthy 
both of my birth, and of your eſteem, and 'tis in 
ſhort, a thing, which if you love: me, you onght 
not to propound, . If this flight offend you, (re- 
plyed he) ſuffer meat leaſt to return arm'd into Eps- 
r#5, to demand the accompliſhment of the King 
your Fathers word, and to labour withmy ſword for 
my ſatisfaction, or for my revenge; and that in 
brief I may ſtrive to win you by thoſe arms to whoſe 
ſucceſs you formerly were granted; perchance by 
their means, events may come to alter reſolutions, 
and when the Eprrors ſhall ſee the deſolation of their 


Countrey, and that the King your Father ſhall be re- | 
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duced to ſuch extremities, as thoſe I ſaw him inhe. 
fore, they both may recede from thoſe Proud n 
grateful thoughts, which proſperity has giventhe 9 
I for ſuch gallant pretenſions, will arm all the ment , 
courage that Creece contains, and at the head of ho 
the Eprrors ſhall ſeean invinciLle Enemy, war yr 
nemy, who will requite their breach of faith \ it 
an univerſal ruine and deſolution, tins 

Agts made aitop when he had ſaid theſe words, arg 
ſceing he waited for my anſwer ; I hate Epiry a h 
(aid 1) to behold the miſeries of it without ſorrow 
and my want of power may have left me to olittl 
credit with you to diſſwade your reſolutions : but] 
am too much ob'iged to tell you, that no ſencef 
vertue, nor rule of decency, will ſuffer me to love; 
man in Arms againit my Countrey, or to offer an 

prayers in favour of him, Not that | will oppoſe 
your indignation, nor that inthe condition our aftirs 
now ſtand, I would itil] Keep a Tyrannical powers. 
ver you, which might hinder you from followins its 
incitements; do whatſoever your paſſion ſhail f... 
gelt to be moſt favourable for us; but r member 
that /Eacides, as ungrateful as he is, is yet my Fa- 
ther, and thac all the Laws of duty forbid his daugh. 
ter to .Jove his Enemy. | 

The Prince lolt patienceat this diſcourſe, and jooin 

upon me with eycs as full of anger as of love ; What, 
and you too Madam, ( cried he ) have you alb 
forſaken me? Ah! this is my utmoit misfortune, 
this is the higheit point of my afflition , without 
witch I could not have accounted my {elf miſerable: 
but ſince Derdamra holds intelligence with her Father 
to deſtroy me, Deidamia ſhall inſallibly be fatished; 
no, Madam, I will no longer preſerve any reſent. 
ment againit /Eacrd.zs, and tince in his uſage toward 
me, he foilows but your inclinations, I will no more 
accuſe him of ingratitude ; let him dye, this unfor- 
tunate Apis, who has not been able to merit your 
aftections, and that he may dye with the greater 
innocence, let him dye without uſing any reproaches 
againif you. Theſe, (replied I, being conch dwith 
thoſe words tothe very hears) theſe are the moſt cru- 
e', and the molt bloudy ones you can invent, andif 
you really ſuſpect me of th:t baſeneſs you upbraid 
me with, you are more ingrateful your ſelf, than 
thoſe whom you complain of, I love you but too 
well for my repoſe, and too well for my duty, and 
I give you not ſo flight a mark of it as you believe, in 
open reſiſting the pleaſure of my Father, andof my 
King, and in paſſing, for your ſake, the bounds 
which modelty and obedience preſcribe me. Lett 
ſuftice you, that you ſhall never ſee another manin 
the place I have given you, and that if the King my 
Father willnot ſuffer me to be yours, you fhallhave 
this conſolation to know I will never be anothers. 
Content your ſclf with this aſſurance, if you cat, 
lince *tis impoſſible for me to do more, and that I may 
proteſt to you, by all the things that are moſt ſacred, 
our misfortunes are equal, and iy grief is not atal 
inferiour to your own. 

Ah ! vain andlight conſolation ! (cryed the Prime 
quite tranſported) Ah ! falſe hopes ! ah ! deceithul 
appearances, how unworthily have you bctrayel 
me ! Well, Madam, ( purſued he, caſting himſel 
at my feet, and waſhing them with a ftream of tears 
ſince neither the remembrance of your promiſes, A! 
the deplorable condition in which you ſee me, 4c 
able to moilifie you, and that you neglect the con 


ſervation of my life, out of light conſiderations 
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which ſerve only to fora pretenceto cover your hard- 
reartedneſs toward me, I muſt diſengage you from 
our promiles, and by my dearth ſer, you ar liberty, 
follow the motions of the King your Father. Ile 
e, "tis infallibly refolved, I'ledye, butnot alone, 
they that dragge £4275 to his grave, ſhall perhaps go 
hiker with him, and *t ſhall be by their blood, and 
w that of many thouſands, he'll matte his funcrals 
enown'd to all eternity. At theſe words he would 
twveriſen from before me, but 1 let my ſelf fink up- 
an him with fo much weakneſs, that 1 feil down on 
ne floor cloſe by him, who as fainting as he was, 
wok me into his arms, where he ſaw me loſe both 
myſenſes and my underitanding ; my mids ferch'd 
meto my ſelf again, by tne help they gave me, and 
ten, looking upon Ag, with as dying aneyeas 
tis, Leave me Ag#s (f11d 1) leave me, and fince you 
annot content your ſelf with whatI am able, and 
yith what I do ſatisfie you, ſuffer me to undergo 
my wretched deitiny with patience. Farewel NN 
(purſued 1, cating my arms about his neck, and 
crowning his face in a ſea of tears) farewel my dear- 
et Aris, leave this tngrateful Countrey, which hath 
nothing left in it worthy of you, and without inqut- 
ring what eſtect your remembrance ſhall work up- 
ame, uſe mine the beit way you can for your own 
repoſe, With theſe wor.is, not being longer able 
tobear his preſence, without breaking forth into vi- 
dlences very contrary to modeity, I embreced him 
once again for the lait time of ail, and turning my eyes 
away from his face, Iretir'd in'o my clofet, wherel 
fhut my ſelf up, with a reſolution not to ſee him any 
more.Alas ! (continred Deidamia melting into treats) 
that was my lait tight of him indeed,and *twas but too 
tootruly that I bade him adieu for ever ; the pangs I 
feltat that cruel ſeparation, were but too certain pre- 
fages of our extreamelt misfortunes; and that parting 
went toonear my heart,not to make me judge that 1t 
would be eternal.I was not preſent at the lait actior s 
ofmy poor afflicted Prince, but I heard fince,thai af- 
ter he had fallen into ſwounings, which brought him al- 
moſt to his grave,and that he had utteredwords which 
deft the hearts of my grieved maids with pity, he 
went out of my Chamber, and reſolving not to {tay 
aminute longer in A» bracia, took horſe with all his 
retinue to depart. They who ſaw him paſs through 
the ſtreets in that condition,and who could not forget 
they were indebted to him for their ſafety, were 
not able at that fight to forbear lamenting, and ex- 
preſſing by their cries how much they diſapprov'd 
thit unjuſt uſage of their valiant Deliverer. When 
he was in the market place, where he ſaw a compa- 
ty of men together, he turn'd toward them with an 
ation which ſufficiently ſhewed the troub'e of his 
mind, and looking upon them with a threatning eye, 
and an eye kindled with a jult indignation, People of 
Erirs, (ſaid he ) remember your ingratitude, and 
when you ſee your ſelves again in the dangers from 
Which I freed you, bewail at lealt the loſs of your 
Defender ; his help ſhall fail you in your time of 
need, nay, and perchance you ſhall ſee thoſe ſame 


ams endeavour your ruine, with the ſame ſucceſs 
they had for deliverance. Theſe words were fol. 


bowed with a murmur among{t thoſe that approved 


the juſtice of his complaint, and the valiant Azzs had 


mdno ſooner poken them, but turning his back up- 
on that unthankful people, he went out of the City, 
and took his journey toward Sparta, by the ſame 


"Ways he had cleared from Enemies, and which he 
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which he {till ſaw full.of rhe marks of his unconque- 
red Valour. 
Which way, my Lord, ſhall I be able to relate 
the cxtremity of my afflition ? cettainly it is net in 
my power, and in what terms ſoeverl ſhould do ir, 
'twould be impoſſible for you to comprehend it. A 
body divided from its ſoul may have ſome reſem- 
blance with the condition I was igeet thattime, and 
forrowful De:damia was the true picture of deſolati- 
on. The lait words, and the laſt ations of that 
poor Prince, had pierced my-hcart ſo deeply, that 
I was utterly uncapable of any conſideration, or of 
any other remembrance bur his ; my affeQtion to him 
was fo increaſed by thoſe unhappy accidents, that it 
was rifento the higheſt degree of paſſion, and if be- 
fore I lov'd him as 1 was oblig'd, I toved him then a 
tnouſand times more dearly than my ſelf, Alas! 
with how many tears did I lament that fatal feparati- 
on, and what reproaches did I not utter againit my 
Fathers ingratitude whenſoever he open'd his mouth 
to con:temn my grict? I loſt part of the reſpect I 
owed him, to take the liberty to tell him of his in- 
juſtice, and as oftcnas he went about to perſwade me 
to accommodate my thoughts to his, and toreceive 
impreſſions for Coſſinder, to whom he deſtined me 
indeed, 1 ſhewed ſo little compliance to his will, 
that he gave over all hope of being able to bend my 
mind toit. Let your Majeſty be contented ( ſaid I) 
with haviag ſwaid my heart once to your deſires, 
an] wih having introduced an affteQtion, whoſe 
birth I ſhould t ave oppeſed, had I not feared to dif- 
ovey an1 to difpleaſe you; I know not how to change 
ſo lightly, and] teititie my reſignation to your will 
ſufficiently, in taking my ſelf away from him to 
whom your command had given me, without your 
forcing my inclinations a ſecond time, for a mari 
whom I neither know, nor ever will, I confeſs I 
went beyond reſpect, in ſayias thus tothe King my 
Father, but 'twas the leaſt | owed to my poor Azz, 
and he well deſerv'd that for his ſake I ſhould do 
ſomething more than modeity in ſtrictneſs would al- ' 
low. Wherefore at ſuch times as I was alone, or 
only in the company of thoſe whom I ſuſpected not, 
I ſuffered my reſentments to break forth in ſuch a 
manner, that I forgot not any word a lawful paſſion 
could put into my mouth, In the interim Azriparer 
ſent Commiſhoners to my Father, to preſs the pro- 
poſition of our marriage, but notwithſtanding all the 
Kings attempts, by gentleneſs, and by violence, it . 
was impoſſible for him to ſhake my reſolution, ahd 
when he went to terrife me with his threats, Let 
your Majelty cauſe me to be putto death ( faidI ) 
and I ſhall be cured of a remembrance more cruel 
than all the pains you can inflict upon me. The 
King was extremely moved at theſe words, and was 
ſometimes upon the very point of letting looſe his 
anger ; but he loved me very tenderly, and his know- 
ledge of the unjuſtneſs of what he demanded, wrought 
ſomething upon him, and did a little moderate his 
indignation. Antipater's Commiſhoners thinking 
themſelves mock'd, returnedggery much diſcontent- 
ed, after they had publickly complain'd of their 
Maſters being il] dealt withail, and havins at their 
departure expreſſed that he would not be inſenſible of 
it. I was alſo perſecuted by Veoprolemry, who tak- 
ins his advantage upon the ruin of Ag his pre- 
tenſions, and upon my averſneſs to the marriage of 
Caſſander, left nothing unattempted, either with my 
Father, or with my ſelf, to advance his old deſigns ; 
but 


38 


but the King anſwered him with my obſtinacy, and I 


with ſuch ſtrange kind of uſage, that the very ſpite | 


he- conceived; made him leave the -Court, with an 
intention to [tir up ſome trouble in the Kingdom, and 
for that purpoſe to make uſe of the peoples ill opint- 
on of A ac:aas5, 

About that time, the news came to us, that my 
valiant 4255 with an Army more powerful through 
the courage, than the number of men it conſiſted of, 
wasentred into the Countries that obeyed ztipater, 
where by the beginning of his exploits, he ſhewed 
marks both of his Valour, and of the animoſity that 
guided him, We heard that in many encounters he 
had gain'd all manner of advantages, that he had 
taken many places by itorm, and that after having 
made himſelt malter of the field, he had laid fiege to 
Heralopolis, whither Antipater was marching to- 
ward him with an Army much more potent than his, 
becauſe it was made up, not only of his own Forces, 
but of many of his Allies, and where 42 itaii for 
him, contrary to the adviſe of all his Commanders, 
being lef; deſirous of Victory than of death, but moit 
firmly reſolved, to ſel] his life at the dearcit rate, and 
to make his deſpair remarkable by actions which po- 
ſterity never ſhould forger. 

This news made me ſend forth continual wiſhes in 
his favour, and all the prayers I made unto the gots 
were only for his ſaitety; yet was I tormented with 
extraordinary fears, and thoſe mortal apprehenſions 
were the true preſaces of my misfortune. Alas ! 
they were but too true indecd, and fince I mutt a- 
bridge a relation which has nothing now in it; but 
ſorrowful and unplcafing events, in ſpite of all my 
prayers, and in {yite of all my wiſhes, 1 heard ſhort- 
ly after with #'! Epi-4, that in a bloudy batte!, wioſe 
iflue had been diſputcd by almoſt all the bloud of ei- 
ther party, my beloved, my valiant Agis had Holt his 
life upon thouſands of men whom he had ſacrifized 
to his lawful rage. Although this report was corfuſ- 
edly brought us, you may judge nevertheleſs what 
effect it wrought upon my heart, and you imagine 


by the knowledge this fatzl ſtory has given you of 


my love, tnat1I was little leſs dead than he himſelt, 
Indeed all ſigns of life forſook me, and complaints 
not being capable to expreſs the ſmalleſt part of 
my affliction, they left that office to faintings and 
ſwownings, which caried me almoſt into the very 
bowels of the grave. 

I had continued many dayes in a condition, which 
made my life to be much doubted of, when that I 
might be utterly overwheim'd, they brought a man 
tome, whom I inſtantly knew to have belonged to 
that poor Prince, and to have been the moſt beloved 
of all the ſervants he had ; as ſoon as ever I ſaw him, 
though it was inthe preſence of the Queen my Mo- 
ther, I ſent {ortha cry of a deſpairing perſon, and 
preſently after fell into a ſwown, in'the arms of thoſe 
that were about me. When with ſeveral remedies 
they had fetch'd me to my ſelf again, as I open'd my 
cyes I caſt themupon that man, and forcing the ſighs 
which ftlopp'd the paſſage of my words; 4er is dead, 
( criedT) Age is dead, Archidamus, Yes, Ma- 
dam, ( anſwer'd he ) the greateſt, and the molt gene- 
rous of all Princes, is dead indeed, but he ſhall ne- 
ver dic inthe memory of mankind ; at his Death he 
has raiſed himſelf a Monument, which would render 
his condition worthy to be envied,' if he were not 
dead in your remembrance. In my remembrance ? 


( replied I quite tranſported ) Ah ! Archidamns, 
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Agis ſhall never die in my remembrance, an 
only by the remembrance of him that Deidan;iu roy 
lives her ſelf, He commanded me ( continued 4. 
chidamus very ſadly )to bring you the lateſt marks 
of his, and if you be ſo pleaſed, 1 will acquit m 
ſelf of the laſt Commiſſon he ever gave me. ! 

My grief made me unable to reply, and all] could 
do, ſceing him put forth his arm to give me al. 
tex, was tolift up my hand to receive it, and to im. 
ploy the reft of my little ſtrength to openit, There 
were but very few words in it, but they were writ. 
ten with his bloud, and that fight ſtruck ſuch a chi. 
neſs into mine, tnat I was hardly able to ſpeak or flir 
Ah ! my dear Ag# ( cricd 1, kiſſing that bloud before 
I read theſe words )) with what diſmal CharaQers 
have yon ingraven theſe laſt expreſſions of your love? 
and why have you been fo prodigal of this noble 
blood, ſo dear to Deidamia, and of this noble 134g 
which ſuitain'd my l:fe more than your own ? *.y. 
ings thus, I caſt mine Eyes once more upon ::, but 
they were ſo drown'd in tears, that cf a log timel 
was not able to ſee, and 'twas with much ado thatin 
the end | read theſe words, 


d 'tis 


Apis to the Princeſs Deidamia, 


- . J 
Onr ircratilude has wot hal power to 
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make 101 loſe your Finprire overme;l 


die yenrs Deidlamia, ant it is to aſſure youdf 
it, that T inpioy theremainder of my bloud, 
and of WH} ſrrength, 


And I'll die thine, ( cried Ti King thoſe words 
again ) yes, Ge thine, my too, too faithful Prince, 
and I'll conteſs at the extremity of my life, I was as 
unworthy of theſe laſt marks of thy affection, as 
thou wert worthy of a more fortunate deſtiny. Theſe 
words were followed with a ſea of tears, whoſe flow- 
ing whole hours coul:! not «iiwage, andif I had not 
been with-licld by thoſe that were about me, Iſhould 
without doubt have made theſe of mine to act ſome 
violence again{t my life, After having been a good 
part of the day in this condition: Ideſir'd to know 
tie particulars of his Geath, and though I was cer- 
tain that relation would ſurcherge my grief, the reſo- 
lion | had taken to bury my ſclf abſolutely in it made 
me ſeck that new occaſion to aflict my ſclf ; and 
therefore turning towards Archidamas, Tell mel 
pray you. (ſaid I, with a voice interrupted by my 
ſghs ) tell me Archidawr, in what manner your 
valiant-Prince loſt his life ; but do not ſpare my for- 
row, nor conceal the moſt deplorable acciderts ofit 
from her, whoſe deſpair -is uncapable of receiving 
any addition, Archidamn with much aco refran- 
ing tears, ſatisfied the requeſt I made him, on this 
manner, | 

In the condition T now ſee you, Madam, I will not 
make youa long recital of the life my Maſter lead, 
after your ſeparation, and ſince 't's only an account 
of his death,that you demand, I ſhall deliver itto 

. £64 . . 
youina very words, I will not repeat what his de- 
ſpair made him fay during our Voyage ; the know- 
ledge you have of his paſſion, may make you cally 
judge, he utter'd whatſoever a violcnt affection, an 
a jult ſenſe of his misfortune could put into tis goo 
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He would never hearken to one word of comfort, 
and having nothing in his mind but the ruine of 
Paſſander, ne never Halk'd to us of any thing, but 
the revenge he intended to prepare again;t him. 
When we Were come t9 Sparra, hardly would he 
urry there three dayes, either to take a little relt, 
ar to put thoſe forces he found there in 2 readineſs to 
march. He would not itay for any Recruits, and nis 
:mpatience Was ſo great, that it made him run |.ead- 
Jong up0N an Enterpriſe, unter which, being ſo weak 
"men as he was, he 1n ail probabi'ity was like to 
ink, Yet did he march with as much -olineſs as 
if he had been fol owed by a million of men, and be- 
-ocntred into tne Territories that obey d Antrpatcr, 
te left mo% blouty marks there of his lawful fury ; 
the Forces that defended the Frontier were all cut in 
ieces, and\whatſoever oppoſed his paſiige met the 
elf ame deltiny, 

[ will not trouble yon with the particularities of 
that War at length, but only tell you, tat after ha- 
ing defeated whatſoever came in our W4y, ta'n di- 
ers places by aſſault and made ſuct progreſs in few 
ays, as might have d2manied whole years to equal 
t, weſaw our ſelves forced to heſfiege Aegan opuirs, 
which was an obitacle ro our paſſace, *I was notthe 
mtention of our valiant Kin: to fix us upon Sieges, 


but his Deſign was to mai ron directly ro Cafſauder, 


:nimake him lay down his pretenfions to von, to- 
ether with his life ; being ingag'd before that place, 
we heard that Azrp.cce- and his Son were coming to. 
wards us with Colours flying, and an Army halt as 
frong ag2in a5 ours, This intelligence could not ter- 
nieche King, but contrary to the adiice of his Com- 
manders, who counfei!'d hin either to retire or in- 
trench kirmielf, he raiſed his Siege, an ! wen: ro meet 
tie Enemy with a reſolution to give him battel, Why 
ſhould I hold you longer ? The twoArmies tac d one 
nother, and having ſhew'd. an equal defire to tight, 
tie chief Officers drew them up according to their 
wonted order, and according to the ſituation of the 
places, and the numbers of their men, w..ich done, 
tiey preſently beg n the battel, 

There was a great deal of blood ſhe:l on both ſides 
ry quickly, and our Prince incourag'd us by io 
almirable an Example of Valour, that we ſhould 
ertainly have conquered with him, if he had not 
ather ſought for Death than Victory ; but he a- 
bandon'd all care of his men, to think of his parti- 
ular ſatisfaction, and ſeckins Cafſanier in the thick- 
et of his Squadrons, he brake through al! of them 
to get to kim, and charging him in the midit of a 
louſand Swords and Javelin:s, he lay'd him on the 
ground together with his Horſe ; immediately after 
ie diſmounted Artiparcr, and if his fury had not 
een ſtopt by a valiant ſtranger, whoſe Forces was 
ittle different from his, without queſtion he would 
we perfected his Revenge. He did not all theſe 
ſodigious Actions without receiving a great number 
* wounds; and in the end he was ſo weaken'd by 
tiem, that he no longer was able to ſit upon his 
Horſe, but had fallen of «mong the dead, if we had 
broke m to him, and reſcu'd him from amons 
multitude of Swords which he deſpiſcd, and into the 
midſt of which, he with the fierceneſs of a Lion had 
Mecpitated himſelf, Having drawn him out of the 
lirong whether he woul.1 or no. put himinto aLitter, 
ad carried him a little out of the heat of the fight, 


but-his Litter was preſently full of bloud, which 


andown from an infinite number of wounds, and 
ny magnanimous Prince, knowing he was near his 
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end, would not ſuffer me to ſtir from him ary more, 
but drawing paper from ſome place about kim, where 
i bclieve he carried it for that purpoſe, he pulPd our 
the nead of.a Javelin that {tuck in his body, and 
with the bloody point of it, he with great difficulty 
writ thoſe words whereof I have been the fatal Bear- 
cr. &s ſoonas he had done, Archidanus (aid he, 
Siving them to me ) carry theſe lait Aſſurances of my 
attection to Deedama, and make her the Relation 
of my Death, Scarce had he impoſed that Com- 
mand upon me, when he ſaw our Forces retire, de- 
feated more by the abſence of their General, than 
by the courage of our Enemies, who mingled pall- 
mall amongit them, were eager in the proſecution of 
their Victory. Our valiant King who would not 
dye without refiitance, nor ſall alive into his Ene- 
mies power, with the remainder cf his ſtrength got 
out of the Litter, and with his Sword in his hand, 
went to meet death with a miraculous boldneſs. In 
that concluſion of his life, Madam, he did things 
which polterity never will believe, and though even 
at fir;t he was notable to itir out of hisplace, and 
that within a while after ke fought but upon his 
knees, I may protett to you with truth, that his ve- 
ry preſence alone iiopt whole Squadrons, as it had 
routed themin the beginning of the Battel, and that 
the molt daring of them, aſſaulted him only with 
Darts and Arrows, which the valiant Printe tore out 
of his body with an invincible courage, and threw 
tem back at thoſe by whom he had been wound - 
cd, *Twas in this mznner of Combat that he ſpent 
tie remnant of his firength; which being no longer 
able to keephim up, heler himſelf fink gently upon 
his ſhield, over which he lean'd yelding up the ghoſt, 
rather like a man that was weary, or falling into a 
fleep, than to one that was a dying, 

I ſcarccly hear: the jatt words of 4Archidames, for 
| felt into ſo deep'a ſwoun at the en of his Recital, 
that all the company belicv'd, I1had breath'd out my 
foul to follow gs. All Remedies ſeem'd help- 
leſs for my Recovery, and notwithſtan 'ins all the 
care they could take to fetch me again to my ſenſes, 
| continued all the re{t of tne day with fo little ſign 
oi life, that many perſous iecar'd I had really loft it ; 
the King my fath: r faw mein that condition, and the 
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affection he bore me made him in that Encounter 6nd 


occaſion enough to repent of his ingratitude ; he al- 


ready felt a remorſe for it that tormiented him, nor 
could ite remember what he owed to the memory of 
Az, without heing troubled 1a his conſcience ; the 
Queen my mother, as much as ſhe reſpected him, 
cou'd not for! car to reproach him with it, and all the 
honciiet peoplein Eprrics had taken ſuch an averſi- 
on againſt him, ſince the vſ18+ he had piven their 
brave Deliverer, that tow lea occaffon in 
the world would have tirr'd inem vp to Re- 
volt, It wasa good white within right when I came 
to my ſelfagain,andI no f 0327 00nd my eyes, but 


; F vba 1 eq SY ON Py 
$4.1 6! B+ þ+ Nn- 


my mouth alſo was opcs © pour Forts. 
tions, as were due fron: in& is © ar, 
memory, Iask'd for Az; is Loitger, andasfoon 2s 
it was given me, | fix'd my tip 1:porn taofeRelicks 
of his Blood with Tranſports that came irom nothing 
but Deſpair, and faid words tz2t were notto be ex- 
cuſed, but by ſuch a loſs as that I had ſaſter?d.” Fworld 
be impoſſible, myLord Deer 45,to repreſent the ex- 
ceſs of my affliction, yet thould I be too Wlame to ralk 
to you any lonver of the greatneſs of my ſorrow, fince 
it was not ſtrong cnorgn to carry me to my Grave It 
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| is true, I dicd not, whether it were by reaſon of the 
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care was taken to keep me from it, or by the anger 
of the £ods, who would not let me expiate ſo great 
a fault, with the pain of ſo ſhort continuance ; no, 
Idied not, but the life I have led fince then, has 
differ'd from death innothing elſe, but the ſenſibility 
i: has left me of the miſcries I have undergone. 

When the Queens tears, and the Kings importuni- 
ties, had obtain'd a promiſe from me that ] would 
not make my ſelf away, I ſhut my ſelf up in a Cham- 
ber hung with black, where all the objects were 
mournful, and ſuitable to the condition of my mind, 
and where I hardly receiv'd the viſits of the King and 
Queen; the fight of all other perſons was troubleſom 
to me, and I may proteſt to you with truth, that 
during the ſpace of a whole year, 1 ſcarce ſaw day- 
light twice ; and when the King perſwaded me, or 
got the Gueen to do ſo, that 1 ought to change my 
manner of life, and diſpoſe my ſelf to take a Husband, 
I broke into ſuch violence at that Propoſal, that the 
King, fearing that perſecution would drive me to 
my Grave, was conltrain'd to give it over, and to 
loſe both the hopeof winning meto it, and the deſign 
- of tormenting me any further. 

Letthe King content himſelf, ( ſaid I) with having 
by my obedience to him, made me the moſt unfor- 
tunate Princeſs in the world ; Ifacrifized my liberty 
to his firſt commands, and to his laſt I ſacrihzed my 
poor 42s, and with him all that had power to make 
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me love my life ; for all they were ſo unjuſt, for all | 
they were fo cruel to me, I blindly obſerv'd them, | 


and if I had been leſs obedient, I ſhould have been 
leſs guilty, and leſs ingrateful. | 

Ah! my deareit Azz, ( continuedI with a torrent 
of tears wher-with my words were uſually attend- 
ed) thou whoſe imave never parts from my remem- 
brance, ſhould | be able to give thee a ſucceſſour in 
this heart which was ſo lawfully thine own, and 
ſhould I be as capable of this baſeneſs, as I have been 
of this ingratitude thou upbraid'it me with ? I will 
not juſtifie my ſelf of it before thee, and though 
through the conſiderations of my duty, it might find 
ſome Excuſes, it has produc'd too ditmal effects to 
"cape the cenſurc of being criminal, 

1 will never be but thine, Near Prince, and if my 
Tears are light Reparations for the fault 1 have com- 
mitted, I will accompany them with that ardent af- 
fection, and that inviolable fidelity which I will keep 
to thee till my lateſt breath. Theſe were my ordina- 
ry diſcourſes, but while I liv'd on this manner, the 
Queen my mother, contrary tothe hope of all Zp:- 
114, of the King, andeven alſoof her ſelf, became 
with child. 

This news was no ſooner publiſh'd, but the Epi- 
rotes made Bon-fires, and in the expectation of ha- 
ving a ſucceſſour of the bloud of Achilles, which yet 
that Monarchy had never faild of, they made their 
Joy appear by all ſorts of expreſſions ; but they gave 
themſelves over to it a great deal more, when within 
a few months after, according to their wiſh, they 
ſaw her ſafely deliver'd of a Son, in whoſe Perſon 
they found that Prince they had ſo much defir'd. 
The King and the whole Court was tranſported with 
joy, and I my ſelf was fain to leave my ſolitary Re- 
tirement, to bear a part in that ſo general gladneſs. 
The godsare my Witneſſes, I was ſo far from being 
troubled for loſing the hope of a Crown, that I re- 
reiv'd a _ deal of conſolation by it, as well by 
reaſon of the condition I was in, which render'd me 
incapable of any other defire ſave that of Death, 
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as of the belief I had, that I ſhould be free; in m 
deſign of conſerving my ſelf intirely for the thought 
of Agr, and that being no more tormented to -Y 
vide XEacidas a ſucceſiour, to whom the ods hag 
given one, 1 ſhould paſs the reſt of my miſerable jig 
at quict, That child being come into the world, 


brought with him, by the report ofall thoſe thats. 


derſtand Phyſiognowy, all the tokens of an Extraor. 
dinary greatneſs. He was called Pyrrbw after the 
name of his illuttrious Predeceſſor, and the famoys 
Oracle of Dodona, which is in our Country, hayi 

been conſulted at his birth, ſpoke prodigious things 
to his advantage, and promiſed to thoſe Facida; had 
ſent, that that Prince ſhould be the greateſt manthar 
had becn ſeen of many ages, that his valour ſhoy 
not be parallel'd in the whole world, and thatif he 
were but as fortunate as Alexander, he ſhould þ. 
ſcure the fame of all his gallant actions. Theſe Pro- 
miſes of the gods raiſed Eacidas tomarvellous hopes 
and they began to breed up young Pyrrbw withfy 
creat care, asſhewed the intereſt of the whole King. 


' dom in him. 


E;irw lived a year in joy,and intranquillity enough 
but the ingratitude of ac: 4ahad too highly incenſe 
the gods to expect any long continuance of proſper. 
ty, nor could their juſtice chuſe but break forthin 
the end upon his miſcrable family, The firſt blow 
of fortune he received was the death of the Queen 
my mother, whoma violent fcaver took away from 
us ina very few days, and whoſe vertue left a moſt 
honoured memory among the Fpirots. Facidas 
was as ſenſible of that loſs as was poſiible for him 
ty be, the whole Court put on muurning with him 
for ſo good a Princeſs ; and notwithilanding I was 
prepoſſciied with fo violent a grief, as ſeemed to 
have made me incapable of ſorrow for any other 
loſs, this cauſe found room ſtill in my heart for a new 
affliction, and I was as deeply touched withit as it 
was fit for me to be : The tears I ſhed for my mo- 
ther mingled themſelves with thoſe which yet fel 
daily from mine eyes, for the remembrance of my 
poor Agr: ; but the King had ſcarcely dried up his 
when he received new matter of grief, and ſaw his ut- 
molt loſſes through the anger of the gods, wiom the 
violation of his faith had made his enemies, Pardon 
me, Facidas, if | cannot forbear to reproach thy me- 
mory, and believe however that the rcmembranceof 
my misfortunes never hindred me from loving thee, 
and lamenting thee-as I am obliged, MNeoprolenmde- 
feated of all his pretenſions to the Crown, firſt my 
my refuſal to marry him, and afterward by the birth 
of Pyrrhus, had chang'd his ways, though he had{lil 
the ſame deſign, and making uſe of the contempt 
which the greate!t part of the Epirers had of thalt 
King, he turned his thoughts to uſurp that Crown, 
which he no longer lawfully could hope for. With 
that intent he was retircd ro the Molofſes, whomhe 
found exceeding ready to revolt, and being informs 
of Antipater*s diſcontents, and of his hatred to act 
das, he had made him acquainted with his purpoſe, 
and the means he had to revenge him. Antipater, 
who conceived himſelf ill dealt withall, and mocked 
by acidas, lent an car to Neoprolex 145 his ſollic 
tations, arid joyfully offered to give him his aſhſt 
ance ; yet durit he neither bring nor ſenc him any 


Macedonian forces, knowing he ſhould not be & 


vow'd by Aſ/exander, who conſidered our family 
by reaſon of the near alliance that was between Us; 


but he furniſhed him with mercenary ſtrangers,whon 
| " 
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jelevied upon the frontiers, and ſupplied him un- 
der-hand with great ſums of money to ſupport the 


charges of his enterpriſe, Negligent Xac:a fligh- } 


tedthe firſt notice that was given him of this commo- 
tion,but when he went to try ſome remedy, the miſ- 
fortune was gone ſo far, that all his endeavours were 
wprofitable to hinder it. Neoptolemus did not only 
raiſe the 2Zoloſſes, but ſowed Rebellion through all 

its of Epir, and made a party even in Ambra- 
ticitſelf, which quickly became {tronger than the 

s, 

reins could comprehend which way MWeoptole- 
my met with ſo much facility in his deſign, for though 
Tknow the Eprrors are the moſt inconſtant and the 
moſt wicked people of all Exrope, I cannot imagine 
what advantage they could find in baſely forſaking 
their natural Kings, to caſt themſelves into the hands 
ofan Uſurper. 'Tis certain that in any other Coun- 
ry, Neoptolemaus could not fo cafily have effected 
hisdeſign, but how faithleſs ſoever ours is, I could 
never attribute the ruine of our family to any thing, 
but a manife{t judgment of heaven upon it, Perfh- 
dious Neoptolemu declared himſelf, as ſoon as he 
was ſtrong enongh, and coming before our Towns 
with a mighty Army, he in a ſhort ſpace brought 
them under his obedience without ſtriking a blow : 
his forces encreaſed daily, and when he was Maſter 
efallthe Country, he marched directly to Ambra- 
ts, where he knew he was waited for by the greater 
part of the inhabitants. Macidas then made ſome at- 
tempts to remedy his laſt misfortunes, but he found 
the courage of the Epirers ſo cold, that after having 
mlucceſsfully tri'd to make them take Arms for his 
&fence, he began ro loſe both heart and hope toge- 
ther. Then it was that he vainly called for Azz his 
tance, and that he bewail'd his ingratitude with 
tears of blood ; he in his own deſtruction ſaw the 
truth of that poor Prince's predictions, and after his 
unyorthy uſage of him, had not the confidence to de- 
mandrelief from his Allies. For mine own part, I 
anaſſure you, there were but two reaſons that aug- 
mented my affliction in this misfortune, I was trou- 
bled for my fathers diſaſters, though he had drawn 
them on his own head,and I was afraid of falling into 


thehands of Neoprolemm,whom I mortally hated. Yet 
ddIreſign my ſelf to the will of the gods, and being | 


$it were dead to all manner of contentment in the 
world, tis certain I was leſs touch'd with our diſaſt- 
esthan I ſhould have been in another ſeaſon, My 
father ſeeing himſelf reduced, by the fickleneſs of his 
ſubjects to one only Town, reſolved todefend it, and 
tiereto expect ſuccour from ſome of his neighbours, 
ito lay his bones in the ruines of it. But when Neop- 
lemus was come within two days march of us,thoſe 

t took part with him in Ambracia being the 
lronger, and knowing that they were ſo, declared 
ttemſelves publickly; and taking Arms began to 
march up and down the ſtreets, crying, Long live 
King Neoprolemw., In this utmoſt extremity the 
King ſummoned up all the remainder of his courage, 
and did all he poſſibly could to animate thoſe to his 
(fence, in whom he believed there was yet any fide- 
ſy, but their number was ſo ſmall, that he was able 
b do nothing with them, and ſaw himſelf compell'd 
loyeild unto his deſtiny,and to follow the counſel of 


thoſe fer friends he yet had left. They all perſwaded | 


mto get out of the City, with his family,beforc Ve- 
Polemwhis arrival,and take refuge to ſome one of his 
phbours, where his perſon and family might be ſc- 
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| eur'd from the proſecutions of his enemy,who would 
do all that poſſible he coul4 to deſtroy him, and that 


after he had put himſelf in ſome friendly ſanctuary, 
he might go and ask relief from his nephew Alexan- 
der the Great, who in conſideration of their nearneſs 
of Llood, and of the injuſtice that had been done him, 
would without doubt give him his affitance, and 
eſtabliſh him in his Throne again. The ſad King 
hearken'd to this propoſition, and taking gold and 
Jewe's with him, he cauſed certain Charjots to be 
made ready, and being guarded by a ſmall number 
of truſty friends, ' he in the night got out of the Pa-- 
lace, by a Gate which had free paſſage into the field, 
without going through any part of the City. Our 
eſcape was not ſo ſecret, but that the Epirors might 
have prevented it if they had deſired our ruine; but 
thoſe that were leſs exaſpcrated againſt'ZEacidas, 
withheld the reſt, relling them they might be ſatisfied 
with depriving him of his Kinzdom, and not hinder 
him from ſaving his life if he could poſſibly. Our 
company conſitted of the King, my father, young 
Pyrrhus my brother (who was then but two years 
old) my ſelf, two maids, Theogenes, Anaroclides, 
Angelus, FHyppias, Heander, Anarecc ion, and 
ſome others,whoſe n1mes were not ſo known in Epi- 
7245, and wo would not abandon us in our diſaſters. 
Sorrowful Xzc:d44 quitted not his Town and King-. 
dom without tears, and deteſting the infide'ity of his 
people, uttered imprecations againſt them,and com- 
plaints of his misfortunes, able to have touch'd his 
very enemies with pity. The Sun was hardly riſen 
when our ſma!l train was increaſed by a few men,who 
coming up tous, gave us notice that we were purſued, 
and that we mutt haſten our flight with greater dili- 
gence, if we intended to ſave our ſelves. MEacidas 
grew pale at this intelligence, and not being able to 
forſake me, . nor to fly himſelf with greater ſpeed, he 
was extream deſirous to ſave little Pyrrhus, whom 
he believed to be the Principal aim of his enemies 
purſuit ; and therefore having taken himin his.arms, 
and kiſſed kim a great many times, bathing his face 
in tears, he put him into the hands of Arareclion, 
Hyppias, and Heander, who were mounted upon 
fleet horſes, commanding them to carry him to Glan- 
cu:King of the 1/lyr:ans, his ancient friend, and to 
whom he would entruſt that which was moſtprecious 
to him in all the word. Theſe three faithful ſervants 
took charge of my little brother, and promiſed the 
King that to their lateſt breath they would with fideli- 
ty acquit themſelves of the commiſſion he gave them. 
When he had fecn them depart, we proſecuted our 
journey, but left the high-ways, and under the con- 
duct of truſty guides, travelled through the moſt un- 
known places toward Byzantium,where the King de- 
termined to paſs over into 4ſia, and go to A exan- 
der. 

I will not entertain you Sir, with the frivolous 
particulars of our voyage, it pleaſed the gods we 
were not overtaken by our enemies, and that aſter a 
tedious wandring we inthe end arriv'd at Byzantium: 
There we remained unknown, the King reſolving to 
ſtay for Meander,who,by the order he had receiv'd, 
was to bring him an account thither of the child that 
had been truſted to him. 

Meander came and eaſcd the King of part of his 
diſcontents,by giving a relation of the ſuccefs of his 
voyage: He told him, KingGlazcms had taken the child 
into hisprotection,how ke had given charge he ſhould 


| be bred up with as much _ and as much affection 
F 


as 
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as his own ; how he had publickly ſworn he would 
aſſiſt him with all his forces towards the recovery of 
hisKingdom,& how he complained,that theKinghim- 
ſelf had taken ſanctuary any whereelſe but with him. 
FEacidas was joy at this recital, but he was come to 
the concluſion of his miſeries, and as the gods would 
have ir, to 0're-whelm the unfortunate De:damia, he 
fell ill the next day after, and felt himſelf ſo weaken'd 
with hisgriefs,that he had notitrength enough to refilt 
his ſickneſs ; upon the ſixth day hedied,and I remain- 
ed inthe moſt ſad and lamentable condition that ever 
Princeſs was reduced to. I make you judge of it 
my Lord.without going about to make a deſcription 
of it,and you may eaſily imagine in wha: perplexities 
a Maid might be, who, after having loſt what was 
deareſt to her in all the world, ſaw her ſelf deprived 
of her parents.deſpoiled of all ſhe had,without refuge 
and without ſupport,under the conduct of a few help- 
leſs men. Certainly *tis very hard to fancy a more 
miſerable eſtate than mine, and all the tears in the 
world were not ſufficient to deplore a part of my dif- 
aſters.I will not tell you what torrents I poured forth, 
but content my ſelf with letting you know, that after 
the King my Fathers obſequies, when once the condi- 
tion we were in would ſuffer us, we conſulted the O- 
racle of Mars. who by the mouth of his Prieſt pave 
us order to proceed according to our former reſolu- 
tion, and promiſ-1 me, that upon the banks of Eu- 
phr ates I ſhoull nd repoſe,and an end of my misfor- 
tunes.! received little conſolation by that promiſe the 
gods had given me, knowing I could not hope for the 
performance of it any other way than by the end of 
my life ; yet was I determined to obey their com- 
mands,and by the advice of T heogene(to whoſe con- 
duct I had refign'd my ſelf)we continued on our jour- 
ney toward Alexander, who was then at Suſa, be- 
lieving that the Queens would afford me a fafe re- 
treat and an honourable ſantuary. The gods can tel], 
*twas notany deſire toſave my life, nor to return to 
the quality whence I was fallen, that made me under- 
take ſo painſul a voyage, but onely the fear of falling 
into Neoptolemm his hands, and my willingneſs to 
comply with the deſires of thoſe faithful perſons, who 
had abandoned all they had to ſerve me, and who ex- 
preſs'd ſo. great an affection to the miſerable Relicks 
of our Family ; 'tis under their protection that I have 
_ travelled through ſo many Countries ; but a long and 
dangerous ſickneſs I had at S»/a (whence the King 
was gone e're we arrived)hindred the effecting of our 
reſolutions, and before I was able to leave my bed, 
we heard the fatalnewsof the much lamented death 
of the greateſt man that ever came into the world, By 
this laſt misfortune I was perſwaded that the gods 
aimed abſolutely at my deſtruction, ſince they over- 
whelm'd me daily with new afflictions, and {topped 
up all the paſſages to that ſafety and to that repoſe I 
wilh'd for ; whereupon I would have given my ſelf 
over to deſpair, if Theogeres and his faithful compa- 
nions had not kepime from it, and being deſirous in 
the extremity to which I was reduced, to have me 
try all manner of ways, they were of opinion I might 
obtain the ſame relief and the ſame protection from 
Alexanders ſucceſſors, and from his family, which I 
before had hoped for from himſelf. This was the 
reaſon, Sir, that brought us to this place, where the 
ill chance of this war you are all ingaged in began to 
make me loſe the hopes which your goodneſs has re- 
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viv'd, and which Inow will cheriſh, ſince I have hag 
the happineſs in my firit encounter to light upon 
generousa man as Prince Demerrizs. 
Thus did the fair Princeſs Deidamia finiſh her ng. 

ration, wherein Demetrius was ſo concerned, 

his tears for a great while kept company with thop 
ſhe ſhed atthe end of her diſcourſe ; but when her, 
lenceinvited him to ſpeak,looking upon her with eieg 
which teſtified a ſenſibility in him that went fone. 
thing hy compaſſion, Madam, ( ſaid he ) the 
cauſes of your affliction are ſo great,that they cannct 
juſtly be diſapprov'd ; tut in the loſs you have fi 
ſtain'd by the death of the valiant King of the Lace. 
demonians, the deſtiny of this unfortunate man that 
ſpeaks to you has no ſmall conformity with yours, | 
weep,as you do, for a perſon, who is no longer inthe 
world, and though my paſſion were neither {6 long 
ſetled, nor upon fo reaſonab!e grounds as yours, i 
has fortified it ſelf by circumſtances, which have ſome. 
thing in them moit ſtrange and more unuſual, Ie 
weep with you whenſoever you picaſe to let me bear 
you company in that ſad employment, and in this en. 
counter of our Fates,perhaps we may find ſome cop. 
ſolation : In the mean time give me leave to wait 
upon you to the retreat you have demanded, and 
bring you to a great many Princeſſes,who know how 
to pay what's due unto your birth and perſon : Yay 
ſhall not fail of the protection you hoped to receive 
from Alexander, no, nor of revenge for the wrongs 
that have been done you, for here are many Princes 
who will embrace your intereſts with more affeQtion 
than their own ; and our War ſhall be no ſooner end- 
ed but you ſhall find us ready to begin it again for 
your Quarrel. Demetrizs,whoſe ſad remembrances 
were a little moderated by the ſight of that admira- 
ble Princeſs, pronounced theſe words with ſuch 1 
grace, and his handſomneſs did ſo powerfully ſecond 
his perſwaſtons, that the Princeſs and all her follow 
ers,charmed with the marvellous advantages of his 
perſon and language, could not reſiſt his deſires, but 
anſwered his offers with the like civilities, Demem- 
#4, after ſome words of an obliging diſcourſe, en- 
treated her to get up into her Chariot, and having 
placed himſelf by her,Theogenes and her Maids came 
mafterthem, and the reſt followirig the Chariot on 
horſe-back, they went to Polemor's houſe, being 
Suided thither by Demerrizs, When they were at 
the Gate,he aiighted firſt, and being deſirous to pre: 
pare thoſe perſons that were within to receive De- 
damia according to her quality, he pray'd her to&- 
pect his return but a few moments,and in the interm 
ran to advertiſe Apamia, Arſinoe, and the other La- 
dies that were with them,of her arrival; and having 
a few words told them her name, her quality, and 
ſomething of her laſt adventures, they all went down 
to meet and to receive her with all manner of reſpeQt 
and civility. This interview cauſed a mutual admirat- 
on inthem; and as Deiddamia found ſomething that 
was charming in the faces of thoſe Princeſſes, they 0 
the other ſide believ'd that they had never yet ſeens- 
ny thing that excelled hers. Their converſation Ws 
in very ſubmiſſive terms, and when the Ladies had 
confirm'd thoſe promiſes to Deidamia which Dent- 
erius had made her, they entred together into the 
CY they obliged her to take aLodging wi 
tnem, 
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Emetrins having left Deidamia with the 
DE ies, went to his father, and then with 
him to Oro-ondates his Tent, whither all 
the Princes flock'd to take their ſharein his joy, and 
to inform themſelves of thoſe marvellous Events 
that were come to paſs there. Indced, the face of 
all things was wonderfully chang'd; for hatred,rage, 
and jealouſic, which had fo abſolutely reigned there 
ſome few hotrs before, had now yielded their place 
togentler, and quite contrary paſſions. . Oroondates 
waseven loſt in the tranſports of his joy, both for 
the life of his dear brother, for whom he had ſhed ſo 
many tears, and for the innocency of his before ſuſ- 
pected Princeſs ; he teſtified thoſe ſweet Raptures 
by ſuch moaning words, and that pleaſing trouble of 
his mind broke forth ſo extreamly in all his actions, 
that ſo ſudden a change had made him hardly to be 
known by his moſt particular friends : With how 
rreat repentance did he reflect upon all the com- 
plaints he had made of Cafſandra's infidelity, and 
and with what remorſe did he recall into hismemory, 
thoſe cruel deſigns he had fram'd againſt the life of bis 
moſt loved Arſauc's ? Which way, dear brother, 
(cried he before all the company ) which way, dear 
Princeſs, ſhall I be able to repair what I have ſaid, 
and what [ have attempted again{t you ? and what 
blood do Inot owe to the expiation of thoſe bloody 
juries, and of thoſe cruel intentions ? Thou guilty 
mouth, which haſt fo often blaſphemed my ado- 
red Princeſs, and thou ſacrilesious hand, which haſt 
binhumanely ſhed the noble blood of my mo(t wor- 
thy brother, what will you ſay ? what will you do, 


to give ſatisfaction for your crimes ? That admira- 
le vertue Iſo much wrong'd by my unjuſt ſuſpicions | 
and thoſe deep wounds which my ungrateful Sword | 
tath made in the body of a brother, to whom Iſtood | 
ndebted for all my happineſs, do they not cry aloud 
or vengeance againſt me? Ah! no (ſaid he again, 
alter a little pauſe) fear nothing for innocent faults; 
thoſe between my brother and me are mutual ; if I 
have drawn part of his blood, he hath pour'd forth 
almoſt all mine, and ſince Arraxerxes is revived,and 
that Searirais not inconſtant, we ought to calt away 
al fatal remembrances, and baniſh all matters of af: 
ICtion, Artaxerxcs will pardon the fury that tran- | 


ſported me, if he confider the violence of that paſh- 
on,whoſe beginnings he favour'd with ſo much g0od- 
neſs; and my Quecn will without doubt be ſo in. 
dulgent, as to excuſea jealoufie grounded upon fuch 
ſtrong probabilities, and a jealouſie which his been 
violent enough to precipitate me into deſpair,but not 
to leſſen my affection. If Orcondares his words were 
theſe, Arſaccs his thoughts were the very ſame, but 
he could not expreſs them with his tongue, becauſe 
Oroondates his entreaty, and Zerenicesabſolute com- 
mand, made him obſerve the ſilence that was en- 
joynd him : Yetdid he by a beſecching geſture, and 
by looks which ſpoke ſufficiently for him, beg par- 
don of Beren:tce for the injuries he had done her, and 
that fair Princeſs, who ather brothers deſire was ſet 
down by his beds head, ſhew'd plainly enough by 
hers, | that he had obtain d the pardon he demanded, 
and *that her former affection was augmented by 
thoſe offences whereof he accuſed himſelf, This aſſu- 
rance cauſed motions in joy'd Arſaces, which raiſed 
him above himſclf, and which made him conſider that 
ſudden revolution of fortune with an inconceivable 
ex:aſie. 

W hile he contented himſelf with expreſſing it in 
that mute Ianguage, his recovery was endeavour'd 
with an exceeding great care, and Prince Lyſtra- 
chus, who next Oroondates was more concern'd in it 
thanallthe reſt, employed ſo many to ſeck that ſo- 
veraign herb, which had lately been ſo favourable to 
him, that aſter a preat deal of dithculty, foie few. 
roots of it were found upon the neighbouring moun- 
tain, They were no ſooner applyed bit they 
wrought their uſual effect, and gave the Chirurge- 
ons certain hope of a ſpeedy cure ; The next day he 
was viſibly amended, but though tie Phyſicians al. 
low'd him todiſcourſe a little with his friends, they 
would not ſuffer him toengage hizaſcifinthe long nar- 
ration which was deſired of him, |and onety ordain'd 
that he ſhould defer it till the day, followins. Oroon- 
dates, who knew not Arſaces his|intentions,and who 
believ'd that perhaps he might be unwilling to make 
himſelf known to ſo many perſons who had been enc- 
mies to his father, who had labour'd for the deſtructi- 
on of his Family, and who had made themſelves 
great, but by thoſe Territories which ought to have 
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machiz and Araxcs, that his truename was not pu- 
bliſhed ſo ſoon, and he onely diſcovered it to Thale- 
ſftris, Prolomnens, and ſome of thoſe in whom he had 
a more ſpecial contidence. 
dates to make him the relation of that part of his ad- 
ventures which was unknown to him, and the Prince 


oftento fall into ſuch admirations, and praiſes of his 
vertue, as the Princes modeity could not ſuffer, Part 
ofthe day was beſtowed in this recital, and the re- 
mainder paſſed in a delightful converſation, wherein 
the Princeſs Pe:44mia,who with the otherLadies was 
come to viſit the Princes, appear'd like a fair itar, 
and made ſome of the company doubr whether Bere- 
nice had any advantage over her. That lovely Prin- 
ceſs had already given her a large placein her aftecti. 
on; Thaleſtris had not been ſparing to her of hers, 
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been his, took ſuch a courſe by the means of Lyſi- ( Arfaces) Brcther, (faid he) theſe perſons are notts | 


| beſuſpected in tie relation I have demanded of voy * 
| and I believe 'tis partly that deſire that brought thety: 
[ hither. ,* 


Arſaces prayed Oroon- | 


If I am ſuſpected (added Zy/ſmach) I ſhallny 
takeit il},if youthink fit I ſhould retire,and leave yoy 
ina more abſolute liberty. No, Lyſimachus, (replyed 


gave him an cxaQ account of them,which cauſcd him |. the Prince) you thall never be ſuſpected by me, an 


| Tſhall be extreamly aMicted, if you conſerve not thr 


friendſhip to Pariſatiſe*s brother,which you have a]. 
ready promiſed to Arſaces. He detained Queen Thy. 


; leſtrrs with the ſame civility, but Oroondates defired 
| their entertainment ſhould be limited to that numher 
' of perſons, and Ly/'machus gave order at the Tent 
, door, that the Princes ſhould not be ditturbed that 
. morning. Ar/aces was going to begin his tory when 
| Oroondates, fearing he ſhould be oblis'd tof] peak tog 
' Toud by reaſon of the diſtance between their begs, 


and all the Princes (charmed with her beauty, and 
with her admirable qualities, and touch'd with the | 


ſad events of her fortune, and with the ruine of her 
houſe) had with much joy and civility promiſed her 
that protection and afſiltance ſhe demanded of them. 
Demetrius intercſied himſelf more. in that buſineſs 
than all the reſt, and his father began already to ob- 
ſerve, that he bcheld that Princeſſe with eyes leſs 
drown'd in tears than ordinary, and that he was not 
altogether ſo much fix'd upon the ſorrowful remem- 


brance of his Hermione. This was the laſt day of - 
the Truce, which obliged the Princes to ſpend the 


remnant of it carefully in putting the Army in order, 
either to aſſ;wult, if they ſaw occaſion, or to defend 
it ſelf, ifit ſhould be aſſaulted, 
ers were too skilſul in their trade, to be ignorant of 
any thing that cou!d ſcrve for their advantage ; but af- 


tcr having viſited the Cainp, they thought thenſelves | + 
| (J7 with what face can I own my having 


not in a condition to attempt any thing for ſome days, 
and the knowledge they had that their Enemies were 
altogether as unht for action, made them onely pre- 
pate for their defence, or to avoid thoſe ſurpriſes 
whercof too great a negligence might-aflord an op- 
portunity; andin the mean time they were extream- 
ly diligent in hattning the cure of their hurt men,and 
in cauſing thoſe that were well to work at their 
Trenches. The next day Arſaces was ſo much bet- 
ter, that he himſelf could hardly believe the ſuddain 
return of ſtrength he felt ; and Oroondates, as ſoon 
as he was awake, baving ask'd him how hedid; / 
am ſo well (ſaid he) brother, that 1 find wy ſef able 
to ſatisfie the deſire you have to learuy my Adventures, 
you have more intereſt in the recital of ther than any 
boay inthe world, and our twolives are ſochain'd to 
one another, that *tis almoſt impoſſible to ſeparate 
them. 

T loſt one half of mine (replied Oroondates) when 1 


thourht Thad loſt you, and the other ſubſi5ted onely by 


the love I bore my Princeſs. 1 ow'd that part of 
Oroondates zo her, and but for that, IT ſhould hve 
facrificedit all to my ſorrow for the death of Artax- 
erxes. But, Ogods! ts it poſſible you ſhouid have 
lived ever ftnce, without giving this afflicled brother 
any know edge that you were alive? Theſe words 
drew ſome ſighs from Arſaces, and when he was go- 
7119 to anſwer himthey ſaw the fair Thaleltris come in- 
to the chamber;and with her, PrinceLylimachus,Oxy- 
artes, and Artabaſus. 

As ſoonas they had bidden the two Princes good- 
morrow, and that they with joy had heard from them 


the eſtate of their health, Oroondares(turning towards 


\ 


Thoſe great Souldi- | 


had a mind to go into his, but the preſence of Thate. 
ſtris hindred him, which Lyfimachiz perceiving, leg 
her for awhile 'into the next chamber, and at their 


' return they found the two Princes in Arſcce his bed, 
| link*dina very different embrace from thoſe t-ev hag 


given one another not many days .before. Theſe i- 
luitrious perſons took their places cloſe by the bed, 
and A4rſaces having held his peace a while, broke: 
lence in theſe terms, 


The Hiſtory of Arſaces. 


7 
£ 


'* ! a own —_— ann n91 ow 1a”P_v1 
"een TiVe, Whlle Flecraraer Over-ran My 


Country, deftroy'd my fanuly, and triump"ed over | 


my fathers liic and Empire ? Which way ſhall | bea- 

icto makethis ſhateſul confeſion,and what excuſes 
can 1 finden my love, and in my misfortunes,to julti- 
fied my ſelFoffuch a ſeeming cowardiſc ? *Tis true] 


lived during alithe loffes of my friends, and the miſe 


ries of my Conntry, but 1 lived in a condition, which 
if it cannot make me abſolutely innocent, may pet: 
haps obtain ſome pardon amongit you, and leave 
you till in a belief, that if Arſaces had been free, 
he would not have been ſo baſe as to ſee the deſolati 
on of his Country, without burying himſelf inits fa 
tal ruines.I ſpeak: this before you, Lyſirachrz, whom 
I ſhall ever be able to diſcern from the enemies of 
our Hiouſe,and I call this remembrance into my mind, 
without keeping any heart-burning againſt many d 
our generous friends, who have now taken Arms for 
the remnant of our blood, and who heretofore, while 
tney {erv'd their King, and laboured for their ow! 
olory, obligd Darims his family by molt conſiders 
ble fervices, and have now left in h1s ſon neither any 
animoſity againit them, nor any diſcontent for ſee: 
ing them poſſi ffors of thoſe Countreys which were 
the King my Fathers, and which onght to have been 
my dominions at this preſent, if by the anser of the 
gods this Empire h:d not been overthrown from 
the hi:helt pitch that ever humane greatneſs attaln 
cd. : 

{ cannot thinks of chis fad remembrance ( co: 
tinued Arſaces with a fgh cr two ) with 
out ſhewing ſome tokens that I ara ſenſible of the 
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| of ur:houſe ; but ſor ail lam an exilc, for all | 
 {andivelted of an Empire, whoſe ſcattered pieces 
- make ſo many SOVEratgns, the gods are my witneſ- 
is, that I ſhall never Lewail that loſs, if } may but 
| keep Bereniceyand if with thoſe Scepters whichHca- 
yens Wrath had put into other hands, [ loc not aiſo 
tat worthily adored Princeſs, for whom | freely did 
orfake them all. |! heſe woras drew tears from the 
eves of all tne hearers, and Arſaces having wip'd a- 
way his, proſecuted tus dilcourly on this manner, 
[died not, brother,in that bloody Battel, wherein 
ou thought you had to't a brother, to whom you 
were a thouſand times more dcar than his own life, 
andthree days ago I thould have ſaid, that I livedto 
ny misfortune , but my recovering of Zeremice, 
1ndof your ſclf, baniſhes all thoſe ingrateful thoughts 
wtof my heart, and cannot ſutter me ro complain 
ofmy deitiny without blaſphemy, and withont in- 
"ice, ?Tis true, I dicd nor, bet 1 remained in a 
condition that was but little differen: from death, and 
f you believed I was fo, 'twas upon ſuch apparent 
orounds as might have deceived all tC world. Night 
was already ſhut-in when the Perfr2us quitred the 
eld, and the Scyr12ms were. ſo weak, thut they 
contented themfclves with keeping it, with 
out attempting to purſue their enemies Mm the 
ark Tlay in aſwoun all that nizht, which in the 
tot ſeaſon it then was, was one of the ſhorte{t in the 
year, and during which the ſoldiers were not fut- 
fred to pillage nor to {trip the dead, As ſoon 
is day appear'd, that liberty was granted them, 
1nd then they began to pull off ail our arms and 
Coaths. My arms, if you remember , were as 
fair and rich as ever had hecn worn, and the Iv'/tre 
of the ſtones they were ſet withal, which ſpar 
kled in fone places, in ſpight of the blood that co- 
wred them, drew many Scyr/7ans to pillage me; 
rreſently 'one amongit them took off my C15k, and 
while he amuſed himſelf in conft {ering the beauty of 
it, another itoopins to me would have unbucrxled my 
Cuiraſs, but his companion, who knew tae prize 
was wholly his, becauſe he had ſeiz d upon me fir't, 
cp2oſ. d his intention, and though they fay the Scy- 
tians deſpiſe riches, it is true nevertheleſs, that 
then they were powerful enough to ſet a quarrel be- 
tween thoſe two Soldiers, anq to make them diſpute 
their booty with their ſwords : Some of their frien's 
drawn thither by that noiſe, took part on cither fide, 
according to their affections, and then there began a 
little skufle about me, in which blood would have 
been drawn but for the arrival of Theodres Prince 
of the $.7rm7-2re5, who commanded part of the Ariny. 
Asfoon as he made himſelf known to the Soldicrs, 
they retired with reſpect, an4 Theodares being wil- 
lng to be judoe of their differences. they began to 
diſpute the matter before him. He had no ſooner 
ſen my Cask which a Scythian ſhew d him, and 
then my Cuiraſs, and the reit of my Arms, but he 
preſent!'y believed the perſon that wore them mult 
needs be of a conſiderable quality among the Perſr- 
ans; This opinion made him cait his eyes the more 
heedfully upon me, my face was pale, and my hair 
(all matted with blood) hung confuſedly upon the 
Sound, which was red all round about me ; I know 
tot whether it was my youth, or ſome belief of the 
greatneſs of my birth, which at firit moved compaſſi- 
MinTheodates ; but in effect as I have learn'd fince, 
hebegan to look upon me with ſome ſenſe of pity, 
ad after having beltow'd a figh or two on my mis- 
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fortune, he was going to appoint me burial, and was 
opening his niouth to decide the quarrel among the 
Souldicrs, and to command them to carry me from 
amidit the dead, when he perceived me {tir and 0- 
pen my eyes alittle, ſhewing many ſigns that I was 
alive. Theodates at that ſight felt ſome kind of joy, 
and drawing nearer to my face to find whether 1 
breathed or no, This young man is not dead (faid he) 
and without doubt he deſerves affiltance; the gods 
torbid I ſhould neglect the occaſion to give it him ; 
carry him into my Tent with his Arms, if he dic, 
they ſha] be yours, and if he recover, I'le pay You 
for them as much as you can defire. Theodates was 


highly reſpected among the Eouldiers, andthe Scy-* 


his being religious obſervers of the commands of 
their ſupertor oificers ) theſe obey'd without mur- 
muring, and going after him, carried me to his Tent 
which was not very far from thence: He immediate- 
ly gave order thatT ſhould be put to bed, that my 
wounds ſhould be ſearched, and that all thoſe reme- 
dics ſhould be applied to me which could have been 
uſed inthe like extremity to his own perſori, The 
Chirurgions that viſited my wounds found them very 
deep, and a great many, but they wete all in ſuch 
favourable places, that only my loſs of blood gave 
them any apprchenfions, and they told Tbeodates, 
thatit alone was enough to make them deſpair of my 
recovery. Yetdid they endeavour it with great care 
and skill, and labour'd with ſuch ſoveraign remedies 
to draw me out of my ſwoun, that I came perfectly 
to my ſenſes again, and openings my eyes wide, I be- 
gan tocuiſcern ſome of the objects that were before 


ine, at 


I was a longtime nevertheleſs before I was capable 
of reaſon, and they drefſed all my wounds, I ſtirring 
but very littie the while, and havins but a very little 
umperte&t knowledge of what was done tome ; not 
many hours after, I] g:ew ſomething better, and had 
{rrength enough to turn my head a little, to roul. my 
cycs on every fide, to call things pait ntomy memo- 
ry, and to queit1:n my ſelf touching my preſent con- 
dition. I hada contuted remembrance of theBatteL,and 
of part of wiat[ hai done there, but I could not ima- 
e1Mem what place | was, nor which way | came thi- 
ther, I began to be defirous to know, when Theo- 
4.tes cameto my bed-fide, and ſeeing thatI looked 
intentively upon him, Whoſoever you are (ſaid he) 
fear nothino, but believe you are fallen into the hands 
of a inan tht will not conſider yuu as an enemy, and 
who wiil libour as much for your ſafety as for 
his own. He went away not ttayins for my an- 
wer, and {hutting the curtain of my bed, left me at 
liberty to digeit his words, and to think of the eltate 
Iw $in. 1 was not fo weak, nor fo little come to 
my elf, butthat I underitood what he had ſaid, and 
aiter I had reflected uponit, 1 conjectured ſomething 


of the truth, 1.-knew ] was a priſoner, but though - 


that condition ſeem'd hard to mo, j rad courage e- 
nough to ſupport it, and by the” firle uſoce | recerv'd 
from this Enemy, Ibepan to hops for all manner of 
courteſte from him. 1 his knowledge fweeten'd my 
diſcontent, and beings at that time 1 was void of a- 


ny paſhon that could muke me hate my life, i joy- _ 
' fully receiv'd the aſfiitance thac was given me for 


the conſervation of it, The fecond Jay 1 was a little 
ſtronger, and the next attcr that, che Phyiictans af< 
ſured Theodates, that by the fxvour of the $ods, 
there was hope of my recovery. The third day, 
when they had fr d the Camp to burn that great num- 
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ber of dead bodies which the Scythians left upon 


our fields, they repaſſed the Arax, to march back | 


toward /ſſedon ; and Theodates, who did alrcady 
intereſs himſelf very much in my ſafety, not being 
able ro oppoſe that neceſſity, would have me 
brought along inthe moſt commodious manner he 
poſſibly could, and for that purpoſe cauſcd a cloſe 
hand-lirzter to be made, and to be carried by a great 
many men appointed for that oflice, who eaſing one 
another of that pain by rurns, removed me very 
gently, and ealily kept pace with tie Army, which 
by reaſon of the number of the wounded men, mo- 
ved leiſurely, and made but very ſhort marches. 
We came on this faſhion into Scyth:a, and arrived 
at 1/ſeden, but Theod#tes who for particular reaſons 
deſired to keep me conceal'd, would not let me be 
carried into that City,but to a houſe of his which was 
not above five or ſix hundred furlongs from thence, I 
was already in a condition which gavetheChirurgions 
certain hopes of my recovery but my wounds were 
ſo great, that long time, and much patience were 
neceſſiry for my cure ; nor did they fail to labour 
init with ſuch extraordinary care, that I could not 
then imagine any other thing, but that 7beodares, 
having had ſome knowledge of my quality, was ſo 
induſtrious to procure my health, out of hope to 
geta mighty ranſom for me. [I wrong'd his vertue in 
that falſe opinion, and I have fince had very good 
reaſon to know, that nothing but meer generoſity 
inſpired him with all thoſe favonravle inclinations to 
me. He had viſited me often during our march, and 
he ſaw me divers times at that houſe of his, where 
he forcot no kind of civility or go09 uſage, to ſweet- 
en the diſcontent I might have either for my wounds, 
or for my captivity. I had learn'd his name and 
quality of them that waired upon me, and that 
knowledge obliged me to pay him what I thought 
due to a Prince, to whoin I was ſo highly indebted. 
He never had asked me any thing concerning my 
name or birth, andI judg'd it not convenient to dif. 
cover that I was Da+izs's ſon, knowing what a mor- 
tal h:tred the King of Scy:h:4 bore our family ; But 
one day when he was by my bed-fide, he with a 
great deal of civility entreated me to tell him ſome- 
thing of them, aſſuring me, that let me diſguiſe 
it as much as 1 would, I could not put him out of 
the opinion he had conceived of the greatneſs of my 
quality, I all my life had a great averſion againtt 
lying, and beſides, eſteeming Theodates extreamly, 
I defired to tell him truth without diſcovering my 
ſelf, and remembring the former names our family 
had born before my Father attain'd the Crown, I 
am called Arſaces (faidI,) my Fathers name was 
Codoray, and you were not deceived, when you 
belcived me to be ſomethins above the common 
rank of men; for indeed I am born a Prince, in 
one of thoſe Countreys that obey Darizs, and [ 
have the honour to appertain to him by ſome Alli- 
anccs which are not very remote; I make this con - 
fffionto you, upon the knowledge I have of your 
vertne, and though captivity be hard to Princes, I 
thall bear mine with patience, and not think my con- 
dition miferab!e, becauſcl am fallen into the hands 
of ſo genereus a Prince as Theodates, When you 
are once in ſuch an eſtate (replied Theodates) that 
you can make ufe of the eſteem have of you, you 
will find I have no intentions you can complain of, 
nor ſhall the knowledge you give me of your qua- 
lity, be any way to your diſadvantage, Yet is it ne- 
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ceſſary it ſhould be unknowa to {the ScYthian; . 
for if the King ſhouid know I had a priſoner of fa 
importance, it would be hard for you to rccove 
your liberty before the end of our wars, Yor 
may lye here conceal'd till you are well, and wha 
you have recovered your health and {trength, [win 
certainly give you, cauſe to continue your goodogi 
nion of me. 

We had ſome other diſcourſe upon this ſubjeg 
and during all the time my wounds kept mein heg. 
| had a thouſand new occaſions to acknowledge " 
civility. While I led that kind of life (very tedious 
toa perſon of my humour) 1 made my thoughts to 
travel as far as Perſia, and I may truly protett ty 
you, brother, that nothing in my captivity troubled 
me ſo much as our ſeparation, I was tincertain whe. 
ther you had eſcaped the Battel in which Ifell, ang 
into which I had ſeen you ruſh head!ong with ſolitth 
regard of danger, and really that apprehenſion was 
the greateit of my diſcontents. Yet did | receive 
ſome conſolation, in that among ſo many bodiesas 
were ſtript, yours, whereof the whole Court of 
Scythia had the Idea moit preſent to their memory, 
had not been found, which made me hope with x 
great deal of likely. hood, that you were not ſlain in 
that dayes fervice, - Your conſideration alſo gave 
me a delire to make ſome ſtay among the Scyrhians, 
though I had had liberty to return, and my dear Or 


onaates was too high in my eſteem to leave his 


Country without ſecins the King his Fathcr, and 
that Sitter, whoſe admirable beauty was ſo loudly 
fam'd, and whereof I had heard Araxcs, and many 
other perſons in Scythian, ſpeak wich ſome of thoſe 
praiſes which are her due. I heartily wiſh'd for ſome 
occaſion, wherein I might repay your houſe ſome 
ſmall part of what you had done for ours, and the 
oods know I would have purchaſed tt'with the bet: 
tcr part of my blood. in fine, not to hold you lon- 
gcr in this tedious part of my lite, I recover'd my 
health, but | was not able to ſtir out of my cham- 
ber of above three months after our arrival in Scy- 
thia; I faw my iz'f at liberty as ſoon as cur'd, there 


were no guards to. hinder me from going away, and 


generous T heodutes did not fo rauch as demand my 
promiſe for aſſurance. I rather would have lo{my 
life, than abuſed that goodneſs, nor would [ have 
taken ſv much liberty, as to have wa!ked into the 
garden, if he had not earncitly intreated me him- 
ſelf, and if within a few dayes after, he had not 
told me that I was a free man, and that ifI had a mind 
to retire into my Countrey, he would farniſh me 
with means to get out of Scythia, This greatcivilt 
ty of Theodares, put me into a confuſion which Icat- 
not repreſent, but I would by no means accept his 
ofters, and I let him ſee I knew too well how tle 
rights of war engaged me towards him,to make ſoil 
an uſe of his noble favours ; Itold him that I knew 
the Obligations I had to him were invaluable, but 
alſo that with what wealth the gods had left to my 
diſpoſing, I had a life , which. 1 keld*from none 
but him, and which I. with a perfe&t fatisfaction 
would beſtow on him that had ſo cenerouſly preſer- 
ved it, Theodaes juigins by my cifcourſe thatl 
was not of an humour to continue engaged in ſo great 
obligations,redoubled his aftetion to me, and pro- 
teſted, that he never would receive any thing but my 
friendſhip for the price of my liberty, and of what 
he had doae to ſave my life. AnCe1 (reply'd 1) wil 


never receive my liberty upon ſuch conditions, - 
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Court without being ſuſpected. 
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c+be an offence to Prince Theodates to offer him 


vas for a reward of his generoſity, he cannot at 
leaſt refuſe Arſaces himſelf, who gives himſelf 
jbſolutely 10 him, and who will not leave tus pre- 
eryer, and his maiter. Our converſation ended 
vitha g3cat many embraces, and Theodates told me 
[ſhould oblige him infinitely, by the deſire I had to 
mke a longer ſtay with him, and that he had alrea- 
wconceiv'd ſuch an affection towards me, ag would 
otſuffer him, to let me depart from him without 
icontent. He promiſed me afterwards that he 
yould carry me to ſce the King, the Princeſs, and 
thewhole Court, 1n ſuch a way that ſhould run no 
ard of being known,& that if my face were taken 
ratice of, he would cafily make me paſs for a ſ{tran- 
;, whom deſire of glory had brought into thoſe 
ces where it was to be gotten; and the ſame 
ay after he had inſtructed his people how they 
fold behave themſelves towards me, and what 
key ſhould anſwer if they were queſtion'd about 
ne, he took me along with him to 1ſſeaon ; when 
wewere alone he uſed me as a Prince, andasa man 
quality equal to his own ; but before thoſe that 
niohr obſerve our actions, he at my requeſt, carri- 
«& himſelf towards me as an inferiour perſon, and 
methat had dependence on him 3 otherwiſe it would 
hve been very hard for me to have ſtaid long at 
| The ſecond day 
ther our arrival, 1 ſaw the King in the Temple, and 
touch he was my Fathers Enemy, and without 
dubt mine alſo, I could not look upon the Father of 
(nodates without ſome touches of affection, His 
zrb me-thought was cxtream warlike, and extream. 
amorous both together, and there was Arſacomes, 
ad many other Princes attending on him ; but the 
ritday,going with Theodates ittoa wood, where 
the Princeſs Berenice uſed to walk every evening, [ 
{wy her, that admirable Lady ; I ſaw her, and in 
that [ think I have ſaid all, ſince to ſee her, and to 
ble that liberty for her which I had ſo long conſerv'd, 
ws but one and the ſame thing; neither indeed is 
Brrenice's beauty one of thoſe that ſtand in need of 
bng time to make a Conquelt,for,to ſupport her ve- 
fri looks without yielding, is wilfully to hold 
otina guilty, and in an unſeemly reſiitance ; Ifaw 
ter with Arms againſt which it was not poſſible to de- 
ſnd ones ſelf, and they amongſt you, whoſe paſſion 
wes them advantageous opinions of thoſe they 
bre, muſt pardon me if I ſay, that all I had ſeenti!l 
then was but ill-favoured in my conceit, compar'd 
to Berenice. Scarce had I caſt mine Eyes upon her, 
but] was already in a flame, and in ſhort, Brother, 
to longer time was requiſite for Beren:ce to make 
ter ſelf Miſtriſs of Artaxerxes his heart, than, ac- 
ording to your report, Sratira had to win the af- 
kftions of Or007dares, This reſemblance of our 
Deſtinies came preſently into my mind, nay, and I 
tlink, that though its aſſiſtance was utterly unneceſ- 
ry, yet did it help toward my firſt Engagement : 
Og0ds! how fatal was that moment to my Repoſe! 
tow many ſufferings has it coſt me, but withal how 
appy was it to me ! ſince in ſpight of all my pains, 
" ſpight of all my loſſes, and in ſpight of all my 
misfortunes, it hath made me taſte a bliſs, the leaſt 
part whereof was not to be purchaſed with all my 
Pins, loſſes, and misfortunes put together. The 
Wine Berenice was alighted from her Chariot, to 
walk under the trees with Princeſs Theomiris her 


Coulin, and ſome other Ladies of her Attendance, 
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and though I only kept along with the Train at a 
good dittance, I obſerved ſuch beauties in her, as 
tar ſurpaſſed my imagination, You know this 
marvellous Princeſs ſo well already, that I ſhall not 
need to make any deſcription of her, and I will on- 
ly tell you, thatl fix*d my ſelf ſo deeply in that con- 
templation, that 1 loſt all knowledge of what I did; 
and in my walk | was guided meerly by the throng 
of People that waited.onthe Princeſs. O gods ! (ſaid 
I to my ſelf) zx zt poſſible you ſhould have thus ad- 
vantageouſly diſplay'd all your powers in one mortal 
beauty, or rathcr, ts it poſſible that all your powers 

ſhould bave been able to form ſo marvellous a work- 
manſbip? Fly Artaxerxes ( ſaid 1 within a little after) 
fiy from ſo fatal aſight,and ſuffer not thy ſelf to fall 
ro a precipice fromwhence thou never canſt be able to 
retire;this beauty 15 not deſtined unto men,nor canmen 
without a crime raiſe their audacious thoughts unto 
zt. I was ſo carried away in theſe diſcourſes, that 
had hardly ſo much as a ſmall glimpſe of knowledge 
remaining, and I ſhould have continued long in that 
employment, if the Princeſs had not given over 
walking, and if Theodartes had not taken me back 
with him, after he with much ado had raiſed me out 
of the deep meditation wherein 1 was buried. Of 
all the reſt of the day he could not draw a reaſonable 
word from me, and when I was in my bed, 1 began 
a war with my own thoughts, of a quite different 
nature from all thoſe I had ever beenin before that 
time, All Berenices beauties came preſently into 
my remembrance, and with them all the ſweetneſs, 
and allthe advantages that might be found inthe glo- 
ry of ſerving her, but this knowledge was quickly 
accompanied with that of the difficultiesthat were in 
that Defign,and in that birth of my love. I made re- 
flections little different from thoſe you made in the 
beginnings of yours. 'T# true ( ſaidT) that Bere- 
nice # the moſt accompliſhed creature of the world, 
and that all which men have ſeen till now, has nothing 
that in any degree comes near her admirable beau- 
ties : ſhes but too fair, ſhets but too perfelt + that 
is not the thing that makes thee waver, O Artaxerxesz 
nor doſt thou at all doubt whether ſhe be worthy of thy 


love, and of that liberty, which hitherto thou haſ# 


preſervd intire;, but ſhe is the King of Scythia's . 

daughter, and thou art the ſon of Darius. 
| itaid a while upon this conſideration, but pre- 
ſently after I paſſed over that firit difficulty by your 
example. Was not Statira( ſaid I) Darims's daugh- 
ter,& was not Oroondates the King of Scythia's ſon? 
Haſt not thou a heart as well as he? And canft not 
thou attempt that for his Siſter, which he ſo courage- 
ouſly hazarded for thine ? Thou without doubt haſt 
facilities in thy deſign, which he found not in his; his 
Example may encourage thee, his proceeding may 
in{truct thee, and his aſſiſtance may make thee the 
molt fortunate above all men living, He will not 
refuſe to give it thee, (dear brother )and 1 aiſuremy 
ſelf he will do the ſame Offices for thee to his ſiſter, 
which he receiv'd of thee to thine. The gods will 
mollifie our fathers hearts in time, and inthe interim, 
thou wilt be too happy, and too contented in having 
a like deſtiny with thy Oroondates. But what doit 
thou ſay, (reply'dIpreſently after tomy ſelf) a 1 ke 
deitiny ? Orooudatcs poſlefles thy fiſters afiections 
already.and perhaps his will never approve of thine. 
Thou oughteſt not to hope for the ſame ſucceſs in thy 
love, which thy brothers admirable qualities gave 
him in his- He is the moſt'deſerving of all the men 
| Te! 
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In the whole world, and Starira, without being the 
moit inſenſible of all women, could not have defend- 
ed her ſelf againſt him. Peradventure Berenice's incli- 
nations may be different from thy ſiſters, and ſhe 
with jultice will find out the odds there is between 
Artaxerxes, and Prince Oroondates. Beſides, 
Or oondates before he ingag'd himſelf in that Enter- 
priſe, had already gain'd Srarzra, and the whole 
Houſe of Perſia, by obligations which gave him 
the confidence to attempt what he undertook ; but 
Artaxerxes has yet done nothing, (ſave AQions of 
an Enemy) either for Berenice, or for the King of 
Seythia, Do ſomething therefore Artaxerxes, 
that may render thee conſiderable to Ring Marrhe- 
2, and that may give thee ſome advantage in thy 
pretendin: to &ere:ce. If thou canſt not make thy 
ſelf ſo remarkable as Orvondares did, at leaſt ſeek 
ſome occaſion to teſtifie that thou haſt not the 
*thoughts of an Enemy, and either periſh for them, 
or do them ſome ſervice that may_ procure thee a 
place in their eſteem, All things are favourable to 
thee,if thou knoweſt how to uſe thy fortune, and 1n 
this gloriousDeſfign which keeps thee in Scyrhra, The- 
odates's friendſhip will not be unprofitable to thee, 
I reaſon'd thus a long time, ſometimes flattering my 
ſelf with hopes, and ſometimes afflicting my ſelt 
with difficulties ; but in the end, Iovercame them 
all to take my final reſolution. Why doſt thou ſtand 
waverins (purſued I) in a thing thou canſt not poſſi- 
bly avoid ? 'Tis a decree of the Deſtinies, from 
which all the Conteſtations in the wor'd can never 
free thee. Dcliberate no more whether thou ſhouladit 
love Berenice; but deliberate of the means thou 
ſhould'it uſe to make her ſuffer thy affection. If it 
pleaſe the gods, it may but one day be acceptable 
to her, all the molt happy perſons that ever were, 
never knew felicity in any degree comparable unto 
thine; and if thou dieft in ſerving her, thy-ceath 
will be a thouſand times more glorious than thy 
life. | 

Here it was I fix'd, and no longer doubting whe- 
ther I ſhould love or no, Ithought only what courſe 
I ſhould take to make my ſelf be lov'd. TIreſolv'd 
to uſe Theoaate's friendihip for my ſtay in Scyrhia 
but I ſettled a firm determination not to preſent my 
ſelf tothe King, nor to the Princeſs his daughter, 
till I had done ſome action for their ſervice, 
which might introduce me handſomely into their | 
knowledge. In the interim Ioften faw my adored 
Princeſs, but *twas in Temples, or in ſuch pla. 
ces where ſhe could not take notice of my face, 
and every time I diſcovered new beauties in her, and 
felt inconceivable increaſes in my paſſion, In ſhort 
(Brother) 1 lov'd her with all the violence that can 


befound in the ſtrongelt affections, and 1 lov'd her * 


with ſo abſolute a reſpect, and ſo perfect a know- 
ledge of her Excellencies, that | never cheriſh'd a- 
ny hope of making my ſelf worthy to ſerve her. I 
learn'd with much: diſcontent, that audacious Ar/a- 
comes had raiſed his thoughts to her, and that abuſing 
the Kings love to his ſiſter, he was ſo impudent as 
to own his to the whole world, and to give the 
Princeſs publick demonſtrations of it. The inſo- 
lence of that indiſcreet ſubject, animated me with a | 
juit wrath, and with a lawful indignation ' againſt 
him; and if I had been in a condition to have ſhewn 
them, I ſhould not have ſuffered a preſumption that 
diſpleaſed my Princeſs. That was it whereinl found 
ſome conſolation, for Inno ſooner knew that Ar/a- | 
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comes was in love with Berenice, 
Berenice deteited Arſacomes. I ſaid 

months at /ſcdoz on this manner, and in Pp 
_ aur rg _ ”_ thence upon thoſe. oy 
onsI had ſo ardently defir'd, and fo impations. 
waited for, f : " "AY 
7 The Nomades and the Hyleans roſe up inam 
and making themſelves Maſters of all that lies nexr 
the Lake of Buges, drew a potent army into th 
field, and began to make ſuch havock, that he 
noiſe of it came preſently to the Kings ear, He yi, 
deſirous to apply ſome ſpeedy remedy to thoſe try. 
. bles, and ſctting an army on foot, worthily made 
choice of Theogates to command it. I bleſſed tht 
favourable occaſion a thouſand times, and prepa- 
red my ſelf with an incredible joy tv march al; 
with that generous friend, upon an Expedition 
wherein I poſſibly might find opportunity to make 
, Ny ſelf appear with ſome Reputation to the Kingof 
« Scyrhia, and perhaps ſome Encounter, wherein 
might repay ſome part of what I ow'd to Theodute; 
I exprefled to him the contentment I receiv d by that 
employment, and told him the Reſolution I had tz 
ken, either to loſe that life he had ſav d, in f:ghting 
by his ſide, or elſe to do ſomething for his ſervice 
that might hinder him from repenting the affeQion 
he had ſo blindly given me, I love you (anſwered 
Theodates) with fo perfect a knowledge of yourme- 
rit, that I cannot be accuſed of blindneſs in my-friend- 
ſhip; and in performing marvellous Exploits, you 
will do nothing beyond the opinion I have of you. 
| Theoaares ac.ompanyed theſe favourable words, 
with many obliging Endearments ; and we made rex 
dy fora departure, which by reaſon of the preſſns 
neceſſity of affairs, was very ſudden and precipitite?l 
17 that {eparation ſhov!d have felt all the diſcontent ;a 
cruel abſence can throw upon a perſon that moſt ar- 
dently loves, if I had not found my confolation in 
the hope I had of ſome zadvantages that Veyage 
might procure me. We went from /frdon, ard 
took long marches toward the Encmies. /tfritl 
would by no means accept of any. command, but 
contented my ſelf with fighting near Throdates's pet: 
ſon; but 1n the firſt battel that was given, | was ſo 
happy as to do him ſome ſervices, w\.ich obligd 
him to beſtow employments on me that were abore 
the reach of my capacity. 

Arſaces his modeſty cauſed kim to paſs lightly 
over the occaſions wherein he had made himſelf re 
markable; but Oronaares percciv'd it, and bein 
deſirous to ſpare him the pains of tellin: them ſome 
of thoſe things they had heard already from Ber 
nice, Brother (faid he ) we have learn'd part of thoſe 
gallant actions you did in that firſt Battel z we know 
you ſav'd Theodates his life two ſeveral times, and 
that ſeeing your ſquadrons waver, you ſeiz'd upd 
the formoit Standard, re-animated your frighted 
Troops by your words, and by your Example, 
and by your only Valour turn'd the Victory to your 
ſide, which was already declarins it ſelf for yourE 
nemies. We know that after all theſe wonders 
Theodares gave you the command of part of the Ar- 
my, that with it you took places of great 1mpof- 
tance by Affault, and that with eight thouſand Horl, 
you perfected the defeat of the Rebels near the 
Lake of Buges, with ſuch marvellous Effects of Ve 
lour, and good Condud, that the memory of them 
will never be loſt among the Scyrhians. You have 


been told a great deal more than what 1 did (reply 
Arſa6ti 


but I heard thy. 
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Arſeces modeltly )and tis with much injutice they 
would rob Theodates of part of that glory, which 


' was totally due to him. We have heard moreover, 


continued Oroondartes ) how you were preſented to 
theKing, by T beoaares, the Reception you had from 
him, ; beginnings of your favor, and of the Re- 

tation you acquir d among the Scyth:ars, the pro- 
oreſs of your credit with the Kins, your. generous 
1nd affable carriage, which gain'd you the heart of 

1 the Court, the firſt diſcouries you had with Bere- 
nice, and Srratonices Marriage to the King ; and in 
ſhort, the adventure which made my Sitter diſcover 

our paſſion for her. She was relating theſe paſſages 
to me when you came into our Zamp, and we were 
interrupted juſt as ſhe began to tell the converſation 
you had with her in an Arbour of tne Garden, where 
by Cyllenza's meditation you obtain'd the audience 
you had demanded. Theſe Princes that hear you 
fearn'd them not form Berenice, but I made tizem the 

Recital yeſterday, and they know enough of all to 
eaſe you of a trouble,which in your preſent condition 
would be no ſmall one. 

Since you are ſo well inſtructed in theſe particulars, 
(purſued Arſaces ) I will not repeat what you have 
heard already from my Princeſs ; but before I come 
tothe place where her Narration was interrupted, 
FItell you ſome things in a few words, which at 
that time were not come unto her knowledge. She 
might be able to tell you the diſcourſes I had with 
her, but ſhe could not repreſent to you what I felt in- 
wardly for her, and though in that | am more know- 
ing than any other body, even I my ſelf ſhall find the 
expreſſing of it to be a very ditticult matter. After 
the time that I had the honour to have acceſs to her, 
and that together with her outward beauties, I was 
permitted to contemplate part of thoſe which adorn'd 
ker mind ; when her tranſcendent virtue, her char- 
ming converſation, and her excellent goodneſs, 
were as well known to me 2s her face, of a paſſio- 
nate man that I was before, I became an Idolater, and 
grew quite tranſported, having ſcarce power enough 
left me over my ſelf, to keep that violent paſſion 
from breaking forth, which had made it ſelf miitrifs 
of my ſoul with a moſt abſolute Empire, That per- 
kt knowledge I had of her admirable qualities, 
ceck'd my aſpiring hopes, and I could not confider 
Brrenice,in that ſublime degrceof perfection to which 
the gods had raiſed her, without remembring my 
ſelf to be but a man, and therefore utterly unwor- 
thy to ſerve her. This reflexion cauſed diſquicts in 
me,which often were obſerved in my face,and though 
Iwas loaden with honours, and favour'd by the Kin; 
beyond my deſert, that inward diſcontent made me 
but little ſenſible of any outward happineſs, and hin- 
ired me from taſting thoſe advantages, which the 
molt eminent perſons in all Scyrkia could nor look 
won without Envy. Thebdares his friendſhip toward 
me was ſo augmented ffter thoſe ligt.t ſervices I had 
lone him, that he ſeem'd to live only for my ſake, . 
ad he took ſo great an intereit in thoſe favours I re 
&1v'd from the King; that my fortune ſeem'd really 
tobe his own, and to ſay the truth, I made uſe of it 
#much as poſſibly I could to his advantage, and 
mploy'd a great part of the confidence the King had 
n me, to recommend the perſon of Thcodates to 

; buttheſe marks of my affection ſeem'd light 
ome, in reſpect of whatI ow'd to his, and [I believ'd 
nt after the proofs he had given me of it, I not only 
Might tell him who I was, but that I could not with- 
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out ingratitude conceal my ſelf from him any longer. 
Beſides, in the condition I then was, I ſtood in need of 
a perſon to whom TI might communicate my thoughts, 
and amongtit all thoſe that were moſt difcteet, and 
molt affectionate to me, I could not have choſen one 
more worthy than he of ſo important a truſt, Theo- 
dates loves me too well ( ſaid I) and Theodates is too 
generous to betray me, and beſides the ſhame his 
treachery would be to him, ke could reap no manner 
of advantage by my deſtruction, I ended theſe words 
with repentance for having diltruſted Theodates his 
vertue, and following the reſolution I had taken, 
one day when I had thut my ſelf. with him into a 
Cloflet, Idiſcovered my true quality to him, and the 
true cauſe of my abode in Scy:hia, I made him ac- 
gn with my love as well as with my birth, and 

ew'd him how by that Declaration put that life 
into his hands, over which he had a great deal of 
power before. ' 

I ſhou'd have much ado to repreſent the greatneſs 
of Tycodares his aſtoniſhment ; after this diſcovery, 
he had ſo good opinion of me, as not to doubt the 


'truth of my words, and both my face and actions, 


as he ſaid to flatter me, perſwaded him ſufficiently 
that my birth was higher than ordinary ; but he 
t-ought this adventure lo little common, that upon 
the report of another body, he could hardly have 
given credit to it, Though he appear'd amaz'd, he 
appear'd not chang'd, and he believ'd that by that 
teitimony of my friendſhip, he was deeply oblig'd 
to perſcvcre in his. I oppoſed thoſe ſubmiſſions 
which that knowledge of my quality would have o- 
blig'd him to render me,and after Ihad moſt expreſly 
intreated him, to live in the ſamefreedom with me as 
he was wont, he made ſuch proteitations to me, and 
promiſed me his aſſiſtance in my Deſign with ſo great 
affection, thatI did nor think I had any reaſon to re- 
pent me of the confidence I had in him, From that 
time forward he comforted me in my difcontents as 
much as poſſibly he could, ſought: means to let me 
ſee my Princeſs often, and procured me that little 
Picture which gave her the knowledge of my love. 
W hile I liv'd at ifJedon, in a very languiſhing man- 
ncr, and that I could not obtain permiſſion of my re- 
ſpect to declare my paſſion, the Truce was propoſed, 
ani concluded between the King of Scythia, and the 
ing my Father ; but the cauſe of it was ſad to poor 
Darius, and *twas about thaftime we heard that the 
Lieutenants were defeated at the paſſace of the Gra- 
nic, that part of his Dominions had follow'd the 
fortune of conquering Alexander, and that afterward 
Darius himſelf had loit the Battel of /ſ7s, and with 
ita great many of his Provinces, and all his Family, 
who were taken Priſoners. You may eaſily judge, 
that ( for all I was ſo prepoſlſefied with a paſſion, 
which made me inſenſible of all things elfe ) I could 
not receive this news without a moſt deepdiſcontent, 
and a great deal of ſhame. It wrought a ſtrange alte- 
ration in my hopes, nor had love ſo totally ſeiz'd up- 
on my heart, but that it had left ſome plice in it for 
the conſiderations of honour. What( faid I) faall I 
languiſh then at the feet of 2 perſon, to whom my 
ſufferingsare not ſo much as known, and ſhall I live 
in Scythia,as a man to whom the misfortune of Perſia 
were things indiflerent, while Atexander layes our 
Country deſolate, uſusps our 1 erritories, and per- 
ſecutes our Houſe ? Ah Arfaces, Arfaces, remember 
that thou art {till 4rraverves ;cait off this perſonace 
which love has diſguiſed thee with, to take up that. 
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againto which thine honour recalls thee, and conſider 
that Beremce her ſelf would not eſteem thee, if thou 
couldſt linger out thy life ſo ſhamefully at her feet. I 
ne'r ſtood wavering about what reſolution I ought to 
take, and how great violence ſoever my love made 
me feel at that ſeparation, to which I was to diſpoſe 
my ſelf, the care ofmy reputation, and the tender 
afteQion | bore to my own blood, made me maſter 
of that paſſion which fought again!t my duty with its 
utmoſt power. W hen once my Honour is ſatisfied(ſaid 
ID we'll ſuffer Love to work, and I may better ſerve 
Berenice.,when I ſhall have freed myſelf from aſhame 
that would render me unworthy of her; when we 
have repelPd that Enemy, who equally deſtroys my 
fathers Kingdoms, and my hopes, we'll return into 
Scythia, and with a freer confidence demand that of 
Berenice, which we ſhould not dare to aſpire to,be- 
ing deprelſed with infamy.This was my finaldetermt- 
nation,andI imparted it to Theodates, who was moit 
ſenſibly concerned in my afflictions,and who reſolv'd 
to keep me company in that Voyace, and to follow 
my fortune over all the word, Though he comply'd 
exceedingly with my paſſon, he could not diſap- 
prove my reſolution, and he confcied that in the ex- 
tremity our Houſe was reduced to, I could not give 
my ſelf over to my love, without blaſting my memo- 
ry For ever with an irreparable want of ſpirit. My 
departuretherefore was concluded in ſpight of all the 
oppofitions of my love; but yet I was not a little 
troubled to leave Sc3:h7a,without giving my Princeſs 
ſome knowledge of it. I contrived ſeveral wayes in 
my imagination but my fortune took care of it, and 
*twas about that ume my little Picture ſpoke for me, 
and diſcovered that unto my Princeſs, which my re- 
ſpect had forc'd me to conceal. Iamnot able to de- 
ſcribe at length, with what a grief I was afflicted, when 
I received the ſentence of my condemnation by the 
mouth of Cyllen;a ; notwithſtanding the aſtoniſh- 
ment that appeared in my face, 1 did not think it ve- 
ry ſtrange, andI had ever believed that the Princeſs 
would not without diſpleaſure receive a declaration 
of love from a man'unknownas 4rſices, who paſſed 


' inthe Court of Scythia but for a private perſon ; bur 


I was extremly grieved I had offended her by my pre- 
ſumption, and that at my departure I ſhould carry a- 
way with me the ſorrow of having incurred her anger. 
I had a defire ſhe ſhould believe I knew Berenices me- 
rit too well, to permit her to be ſerv'd by a man of 
obſcure birth, and I judg'd that peradventure ſhe 
would find leſs ground of offence in the paſſion of the 
Prince of Perſia,than in that of anunknown Arſaces; 


| this was the reaſon that made me demand that audi- 


ence by Cyllenia,which I had ſo much ado to obtain, 
and which I covered with other pretences than thoſe 
of my love, knowing very well, that without enter- 


taining the Princeſs with it,I{by the diſcourſe I had to | 


make)might blot outpart of the injury I had done her, 
Flenot ſpeak a word to her of my love (ſaid I to my 
ſelf, ) nor is it neceſſary, ſince ſhe is well enough in- 
ftructed in that already; that perhaps I may gether 
to approve it, by the example, and by the remem- 
brance of Oroondates; and when I ſhall joyn the in- 
terceſſion of that Friend to the knowledge of my qua- 
lity,Imay perchance ſeem leſs faulty in my Princeſſes 
opinion. *Twas upon this hope preſſed the demand 
I had made unto Cyl/eria,andwhen I had obtain'd the 
favor Ideſir'd,] came into the Garden,after I had pre- 
meditated what I would ſay,and how I would behave 


my ſelf. Here Ar/aces making a little pauſe,Oroonda- 


- 


——  — — ——— 


CASSANDR A. 


| 


Pare. IY, 


tes told him where his filters recital had been Inter. 
rupted,and then Ar/aces went on with it on this may. 
ner.Since my Princeſs has told you the firſt worgs of 
our converſation, it will ſuffice me to let you knoy 
the reſt : After that by her command I was riſen from 
my knee,I fixt my Eyes upon her face, and thoy 1 
ſhe out of reſentment turn'd away hers from me, 
forbore not to ſpeak to her in theſe terms. , 

I ſhould not have deferr d,to obey you, Madam 
but ſhould have left a Countrey, in whichFou Bi 
longer behold me but with indignation,if I could haye 
done it without deceiving a perſon, who heretofore 
was worthy of your friendſhip, and who honoury 
me particularly with his; I have taken the chy 
upon .me, to ler you know what is become of hin 
and to draw you by the relation of his Adventures 
out of a great many diſcontents, wherein the ig. 
rance of them may have retain'd you. But before! 
tell you the name of that illuſtrious perſon, be p!+:/; 
Madam to behold a pledge he gave me of þ/: {7/474 
ſhip,. and perhaps ſight of it will prep::45 voy ty 


lend more credit to my diſcourſe. £t theſe 1 ore 


Brother, Iſhew'd hera Ring which-you had befox. 


ed upon me,and which-you hzd reccived from herſelf, 
It was a {tone of very great price, and lure, vpon 
which two hearts were ingraven, tied together ma. 
ny ſeveral ways with certain bands. and in tie Greek 
Tongue this word, 1zſeparable, The Princeſs firyg- 
gled with her anger, to caft her Eyes upon that Ring, 
and ſheno ſooner faw it, but ſhe knew it immediate- 
ly. Ah! Arr": (aid the) this Ring was the Prince 
my Brothers, Yes, i/adam, ( replyed I) and 'twas 


from him that I recciy'd it.O gods!(cried thePrinceſs) 


in what part ofthe world was it you knew him? and 
what news do you br:ng me of him ? I can give youa 
very particuler account (purſned I) if you will allow 
mea favourable hearing. I ſhall hearlen diligently 
to you without doubt ({aid Berenice) and you cannot 
ingage my attention by a more pleaſing Entertain- 
ment, nor by any whereinlI can have a greater inte- 
reſt. O my deareſt Brother ! (continued ſhe with a 
tranſport of affeftion) what Province can retain you 
now, and how great 15 your inhumanity in abſenting 
gu” ſe]f ſo long from thoſe, to whom your abſenceis 
a death ? After this ſhort Exclamation, ſhe diſpoſed 
her ſelf to hear me, and to ſatisfie her Expectationl 
began thus. 

BeforeI tell you, Madam, in what place I had 
the honour to be known to Prince Oroondates, you 
will give me leave ( omiting what concerns my fel 
till the end of my narration) to entertain you withhis 
moſt important Adventures, and to make you ac 
quainted with paſſages, whoſe recital without doutt 
will tot be unpleaſing to you. Then I began to rt 


late your firſt Encounter with the Queens, and Prit- | 


ceſſes of Perſia, in that Tent where you fav'd them 
from the violence of the Scyrhians; I told her the 
birth of your affection ; the Encounter you had with 
Prince Artaxcres in the ſame occaſion, your fene 
rous uſage of him, and the diſcourſe that pa{l d bt 
twecnyou, your perting,and your particulsr thoughts 
till you diſ-incamped, and re-palied the Ara. 
Having inſtructed her in the cauſe of your departu'ts 
which til] then ſhe had been ignorant of, [ related 
your Voyagc into Perſia, your gallant entry 100 
the Court, how you made your ſelf remarkableinthe 
Courſes, by diſmounting ſo many of the moſt noted 
Perſians, and how under the name of Oronres, JU 


were known again by all Dariws his family for - 
| val 


ew — TY Wwoar mamma 
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icularlythan n all the reit,upon the paſſaces between 


90-3nd Prince Artaxerxes, and celiring to work 
me eſteem, and fone aiiection n Beren:ce toward 
that Prince, 1 forgot modcity to ſpeak things to has 
«advantage» the recital whereof would have been _—_ 
ry unſcefnly in my mouth, if love had not excuſed 
me, I heighten d the prools he gave you of his 
{andſhipin terms that might make huntar iNOre amt 
alle than he is, and which cauſed the Frinceſs to in- 
ter upt me ſaying, \W hat, Arſaces,was he whom You 
ſcribe to be ſo obligins, and fo perfcet a friend to 
mybrother, tic ſame Prince gnat was flain in the bat- 
eff Selena? Even he himfclt (replied 1) but make 
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dead in ſuch a condition as makes you to eſteem his 


memory, and to beitow thoſe tears out of your com- 
 paſton for his loſs, than if he had died guilty in your 


opinion, orit he had died for the expiation of ſuch a 


, faultas that of Ar/aces, Let's not talk of the fault of 


£rfaces(faid the Princeſs interrupting me) it has no- 
ting to do with the fortune of Arraxe: wes: for if that 
lovely Prince had had thofe thoughts for me which 


my brother would have infuſed into him, he had 
. becnguilty ofno other faults but of having had too 


reckon ns oftheſe his fi1it acitons, fince in iis Jai, 


ou without doubt will have more cute to think well 
ofhim, or at leaſt to abate part of that hatred you 
tear his family. Ah! (faid the Princeis)how much 
am | afflicted for him.and how much you would have 
obliged me, Ar/aces,ft you nad fparcd me the grief 
Gel for his untimely death ! £frer theſe words | pro- 
ſecured my Narration, but ] did ſo czaggerate the af. 
eion wherewith AArraxeraes received the difcove- 
r of Oronres tO be ©, 0624ates,the paſtion whe rewith 
he ſolicited his fiiter 1n this behalf. the care he took to 
four him in his love all manner of wayes, and in 
ſhort, the lalt proofs ho cave him cf his 2Jeclion, as 
well in contcitins with him about chuſing fides, asin 
what he did, and ſufter'd for his confideration at the 
Pattel that whenlT came to make the Relation of his 
Death, the Princeſs prepoſioticd with the jmpreſſi- 
ons] h#4 oiven her, could not forbear to ſhow how 
ſenfible ſhe was of it, and looking upon me with 
Eyes all Crown d in tears, bictia generous compaſ- 
fon made her ſhed; ah! 4+/-ces, (aid the) how 
cvel you are in having given 2 ſo great an affecti- 
on for a Prince whom you meant to Kit}! I would it 
pleaſed the gods he were alive, and that Or4ondeates 
by a 900d part of his Dominio::s, and even by a 
ood part of my blood, were able to requite his obti- 
eations to B17, 

He was refolved, Madam, (replied I coldly) to 
give him a mo e glorious recompence;and if you will 
give me leave, I'le tell you, Madam, "twas by the 
glory of ſervino the Princeſs Borenzce, he intended to 
repay Artuxerxcs for the good oinces he hath done 
tim to Srarire, Twas Arterirxes Madam,whom 
Oroondures had deſtined for you, and if that poor 
Prince had been ſo happy to mak« himſelf worthy of 


i 


you, 'twas by the hope of that double Alliance, he 


am'dto ſettle peace between your fathers, How of- 
ten did thatPrince(flatter'd by the hopes he gave him, 
and in love with you already by the deſcription A- 
raxes maledpreſs Oroondates tofeek ſome way with 
him for the attaining of that happineſs he had pro- 
pounded ; and would have reſolved to come diſguil- 
into your Countrey, if he could have forſaken O- 
rond ites inaffairs wherein he believ'd himſelf necel- 


tary to him.Or00ndutcs is Rey with Darts, bel: »V 'qd 


of his Princeſs, and in a condition which would not 
be miſerable, if he were not mortally afflicted for the 
bk of his dear friend and brother. He was ſlain, poor 
frince, but his fate is too happy, and too glorious, 
ince the r-c:tal of his Death has drawn tears from 
Jour fair Eyes, in ſpight of the hatred between your 
amilies;he was ſlain becauſe the gods knew that per- 
haps he was not worthy to live for you; and that you 
would have conlemn'd botkthe intention of thePrince 
jour brother, and the preſumption of Artaxerxes, 


great a compliance for a friend, and of having blindly 
given his afteCtions to a Princeſs that had not deſery- 
ea tpem. It 1 believ'd, Madam, ( replyed I, very 
£lad to ſee her brought to the point I defired ) that 
you really had thoſe inclinations toward Artaxerxes, 
which you expreſs, without doubt I ſhould comfort 
the trouble his death hath cauſed in you, and ſhould 
make his deſtiny fo fortunate, that the moſt happy 
perſons in the worid ſhould have reaſon to envy 
it. 

| What confolationcan you give (ſaid the Princeſs) 
for loſſes that are irreparable ? and if you ſhould tell 
me tat my brothers fortune is at the higheſt point he 
ever could have hoped, what will that alter this poor 
Princes condition ? fince 1n fine he 1s dead, and that 


| our wiſhes cannot call him back into the world again. 


Attheſe words | took courage, and raiſing the tone 


| of my voice which my paſſiondid extreamly animate 


But if A ravcrxes ſhould be alive, (ſaid D ifhe ſhould 
be in Scy:1a, if he ſhould have ſeen you, if he 
ſhould have adored you, and did adore you {till with 
paſiions a thouſand times more violent than thoſe the 
Princeyour brother endeavourcd to inſpire him with; 
to what puniſhment would you condemn his pre- 
ſumption 2 Bz2zenice altonithed at this diſcourſe, 
looked upon me without being able to reply ; but I 
had not the powcr to conceal my ſelf any longer, and 
taking my time to fail at her feet while ſhe was in that 
trouble, Bchold him, Madam, (continued I) behold 
him, that happy, and that miſerable Prince, whoſe 
death has touch d you, and whoſe life has diſpleaſed 
you; cither ceaſe to h:te Arſaces, or elſe ceaſe to 
love Arraxerxcs; the one cannot be innocent, ſo 
long as the other is guilty, and ſure the gods did not. 
ſavean innocent Arraxerxecs, to make of him a guil- 
ty A-ſaces, If Arſaces his paſſion has offended you, 
that of Arraxerxes is ſupported with the friendſhip, 
with the aſſiitance, and with the inſpirations of Oro- 
ondates;, repay me ſome part of what I did for him, 
and fince the gods wil not let me call him now to my 
rclief, ſufler me to male uſe of your friendſhip to 
him, and of his to me, to obtain your pardon for . 
the offence | have committed, I am criminal. fince 1 
have diſpleaſed you, but my crime is excuſable by 
the cauſe of it, nor have I any thing conſiderable in 
me, whereby I can merit of you inthe leait degree 
except my crime ; if you look upon me as Darizs 
his fon, remember that Or09nd4res was the King of 
Scythia's; and moreover remember, that if I be the 
ſon of Dari, | for your fake abandon Darize, I a- 
bandon my defolate Countrey, mv captive Parents, 
nay,and I abandon even my horour it ſelf, Be not 
more obdurate in your hatred than Srarira,. and 1fto 
conquer your inclinations, Artavcraxes benot fo wor: 
thy to be lov'd as Or999d ates, let that defect be ſvp- 
plyed by the greatnefs ot his paſſion, I krought forth 
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theſe words withont having the bolincls to If. um my 


| Eyes unto iny Prinzefies face, but when ta! ended 
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them, I took that liberty, and ſaw hers fixt upon the | 
sround, with all the ſymptomes of the greater aſto- 


niſhment a mind can poſſibly fall into. I waited in 
vain for an Anſwer from her, of a long time ſhe was 
not able ro give me one, and when 1 had remained 
filent a great while expecting it, I ſee, Madam, 
(purſued [ of a ſugden) that my temerity will have 
the ſucceſs I ever look'd for from it, and that Arrax- 
er:ces had done well to die as Arſaces,fince the know- 
ledge of his true quality, is not any way able to leſſen 
his fault. f 

No, Madam. it is not juſt that the King of Perfa's 
ſon (who has yet done nothing for the Princeſs Bere- 
nice,that can make her loſe the inveterateneſs of pa- 
ternal hatred) ſhould hope for any mercy from ker, 
and if Or00ndates had better fortune in his affeCtion to 
my ſiſter,he was worthy of it, both :a regard oi his 
ſervices, and of the merit of his perion. I will no 
more alledge Fis Z>ample to eitabliſh Mine, but 
will onely make uſe of his friendſhip to me, to ob 
tain your pardon for my offence. 1 for the expiation of 
it, will, if youthink ft, go and expoſe the ſon of 
the King of Scy:h1a's Enemy, to his Reſentment, and 
by his order I joyfully will loſe a life, which the gods 
have miraculouſly prolonged, only to make me ſpend 
the remainder of it ſo gloriouſly for your fatisfaction; 
if you diſapprove this kind of puniſhment, my hand 
ſhall execute your will without repugnance, and if 
ſuch objects are not pleaſing to you, Ile go and ſeek 
your Reparation, and that I owe to mine own ho- 
nour, in falling by the Sword of conquering Alexan- 
acr. 

Do hut let me part from you, Madam, with ſome 
tokens of compaſſion, and if you think compaſſion 
too advantageous for me, let me part from you at 
leaſt with this conſolation, that 'tis rather the War 
between our fathers, than the knowledge of jriax- 
erxes his paſſion, that makes you hate him. During 
this ſecond diſcourſe, the Princeſs had time to ſettle 
her ſelf again,yet not ſo perfectly,but that in her face 
one might {till ſee all marks of a {trong amazement. 
At laſt the raiſed her Eyes from off the earth, where 
ſhe long had kept them fixt, and turning them upon 
me with a very baſhful ation, but ſuch an one as 
ſhew'd not ſo much Anger as Confuſion, O Arrax- 
erxes, (ſaid ſhe) to what extremity do you reduce 
me, and how will you have me to explain my ſelf in 
the aſtoniſhment you have put me in ? Which way 
cana Princeſs of my condition receive declarations of 
love, without her fathers approbation ? Which way 
can [I receive the ſon of Dari, whoſe name is ſo odi- 
ous to my family ? but alſo what do I not owe to 
your Birth, and to the qualities of your perſon, what 
do I not owe to your affeftion, whereof you give me 
ſuch dangerous proofs, and what do I not oweto the 
remembrance of all you did for Oroondates ? She 
made a ſtop at theſe words,as extreamly penſive, an4 
unreſolved, and the joy I felt in ſeeing her ſo ſhaken, 
held me in a ſilence as great as hers. I with molt pa- 
flionate motions obſcrv'd the alterations of her coun- 
tenance, which by little and little became more gen- 
tle; in the end, letting her ſelf fink upon Cyilenia's 
ſhoulder, O gods / (cried ſhe) how hard it is to reſift 
ſo many powers, and how little is Berenice capable 
of ingratitude ! Me thinks(continued ſhe, having pau- 
ſed a while) this confcſſion ſhould be enough to fatis- 
fie you; and that aſſuring you, 1 will conſider as I 
ought, the merit of your perſon, and that of your 
aflection, together with that of your high friendſhip 
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toward my brother,you ſhould have nothing more to 
delire of me. No, (replied I/uite tranſported wi 
joy) No, though I were the greatelt among all the 
gods ; and my fortune,by a prodigious effc of your 
goodneſs, is far above all the hopes I had conceiveg 
Riſe, Sir, I beſeech you (added the Princeſs) and par- 
don our ignorance in thoſe faults it has made ys t 
commit againit you. 

I was ſo firmly link'd unto her knees, that ] was 
fain to be commanded many times before I could re. 


ſolve to yield obedidence ; at laſt I was conſtrain, | 


and by the ſame power I was forced to fit down þ 
her, to relate which way my life was ſ.v'd at the 
battel of Selena, 5nd to tell her thoſe of my Adveq. 
tures that were unknown to her, I obey'> her with 
a ſatisfaction can hardly be imagined, and filicd my 
diſcourſe with ſo many marks, and ſo many circum. 
ances of my paſſion, that before ! endewit, 1 found 
my Princeſs was not utterly inf: nfible, Her jacling. 
tions naturally are mild, and pitiful, and without 
doubt 'twas pity, and her fricndſhip tothe Prince her 
brother, that introduced an aftecCtion into kc: !:cart, 
which was not due to the merit of .irraxcrxes, | 
was to that alone ( interrupted Oroonda! cs) that Be- 
renicegave what will never he refvſ*d you by any be. 
dy, nor could the, I will not fay without irpratituce, 
and inſenſibility, buteven without fupidity defend 
her ſelf againſt ſo many -4miravie qr-.litics ; ſhe 
lov'd you before as Arjaces; but her ignorance of 
your condition mace her conceal from one unknoyn, 
what ſhe avowed with honour to the greateſt Prince 
inall the world. This is not the diſcourſe I expected 
from my dear brother, ( replied 4-/ce:, out of 


. countenance at Oroondares his words) but all things 


mu't be ſuffered from his friend{hip, and I may tru- 
ly proteft tohim, that I ſhould make leſs accom of 
the title of the greateſt Prince in the world, then of 
that of Oroedites his friend, The company oppe- 
ſcd the Anſwer Orooracres won'd have returnei to 
theſe words, and .4r/accs went on thus with his Nar- 
ration, 

I will not repeat all the paſſages of orr converith 
on, and it ſhall ſuffice me to tell vou, th t before we 
parted, my fair Princeſs made me know that my pa 
ſton had not offended her. and permitted me to 
hope ſhe would not be inſenfible of it. I went away 
with Raptures of contentment, which cannct be 
comprehended but by thoſe that have fe!r the like;and 
my diſquiets for the miſcries of our Houſe were 
ſwaliow'd up by ſuch an extraordinary happinels, 
that] had ſcarce fo much asa remembrance of them 
left. As ſoon as I ſaw Theovores, I made himac- 
quainted with my fortune, and he was touch'd with 
it in ſuch manner, that he could hardly have appear 
ed more joyful at what had moſt nearly concern'd his 
own. Heſtrengthened me in my hopes by diſcourſes 
upon that ſubje@.and in concluſion ke pleafingly per: 
ſwaded me.that by my Princefſes goodneſs, and your 
aſhſtance, my fortune might become like yours. 
though our perſons were, very different. O £00: 
with what contentment did 1 cheriſh thoſe ſweet 
hopes,and what thanks did ! not return to ry Wounds 
and to my captivity ! Ah liberty gloriouſ'y loſt! (fad 
D Ah blood of Arr+xerxcs mot fortunately ſpilt 
how ſhallI grudge your leſs, Fnce it had brought me 
ſo great Advantages ! O Empires of Darin, ho 
little conſiderable js the poſſeſſion of yon. in reſped 
of the poſſeſſion of my Princeſs, and how light isthe 


glory of commanding Nations, in reſpect of the 


gory 
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lory of obeying Berenice) | ſpoke theſe words, and 
nany others, being tranſported with a joy which was 
obſerved in me by my friends, and they wno a few 
dayes beforc had ſeen me with a languiſhing dejected 
tice, wondered to find fo great, fo fudden an altera- 


he next time that I ſaw my Princeſs,ſhe appear'd 
aut of countenance for the favour the had granted 

e; yet did ſhe not expreſs that ſhe intended to re- 

nther ſelf, but by moſt charming confirmations, 

pttled me in the hope of my felicity, and promiſed 
me in the preſence of Cyllenia, that none of thoſe 
that pretended to her affection, ſhould ever obtain 
ny thing to my prejudice, and that ſhe would con- 
tribute towards my happineſs, whatſoever I could 
hope for from a vertuous Princeſs, I deſir'dno more, 
and well might ſay, 1 then had been in a condition, 
that deſervY the envy of the moſt fortuaate perſons, 
if my felicity had not been troubled by the fad 
thoughts of the miſery of my Countrey, and by the 
fear of fhoſe Reproaches | might apprehend. Thy 
father (faid I to my ſelf) has already loſt two Bat- 
tels, the better part of his Dominions1s inthe power 
of his Enemy,thy mother and thy filters arc Captives 
toa young Conquerour, who carries them ſhameful- 
ly along in triumph, and perhaps thou art upon the 
ery point of loling the grextei{t Empire of the world, 
and canit thou lic buried here in love, and can't thou 
have other thoughts than thoſe of ſerving thy father, 
nthis wretched condition to which fortune has re- 
duced him, of delivering thy ſo near friends from ſla- 
ery, of ſaving thy Countrey, and of ſaving thy Re- 
putation ? But ( faid I again preſently after) canl 
be ab'e to leave Berentce in the bezinning of my hap. 
pineſs, and of my gallant hopes, and can Iquit a for- 
tune, which perhaps my abſence may make me loſe 
for ever ? *Tizno matter ( added 1 aſham'd of that 
lit reflection ) let us ſave our Reputation, though 
with the loſs of all the reſt ; we would prefer Bere- 
mice before the conſervation of our Domintons, be- 
fore the love we bear our friends, but we muſt pre- 

kr our honour before Berenice, or rather we will pre- 
ſerve our honour, that we may not be unworthy of 
Brrenice, This indeed was my reſolution, but I coul 
not bring my ſelf to it without molt violent confl:&s, 
My Princeſs, who knew the Eſtate of Perſ72, and that 
ofour Family, did out of her goodneſs ſuffer with 
mein my affliction, and took an intereſt in our mis- 
fortunes, with inclinations very different from thoſe 
: the King her father, and of all the reſt of Scy- 
thia, 

She judg*d very well that I could not ſtay n Scy- 
tha without ſhame,and though ſhe then expreit, that 
my abode there was not unpleaſing to her, and my 
departure not indifferent ; yet was ſhe too full of 
reaſon to oppoſe a determination, which ſo preſſing a 
neceſſity made me take, or to deſire proofs from my 
econ, which might redound to my diſhonour. Af- 
tr that I had her conſent for my departure, and that 
by the aſſiſtance of Theodares, I had taken ſuch or- 
Gras was neceſſary about it, I repreſented to the 
King the neceſſity that pull'd me from his ſervice for 
little time, and begs'd leave of him to ſpend a few 
moneths in viſiting my Countrey, ta thoſe miſeries 
merewith it was oppreſſed. The King gave ear unto 
my ſute with trouble, and teſtified his afteion to 
me by the difficulties he made in pranting me the li- 
berty I demanded; he did all he poſſibly could to ſtay 
me,offtered me the moſt importantOffices of the State, 
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and promiſed to exalt me to ſuch a height, that my 
condition ſhould be look'd upon with envy by the 
cheifelt perſons of the Kingdom ; but theſe conſide- 
rations weretoo weak to hold me,fince that of Bere- 
ice had not been ſtrong enough.Sir( ſard 1)the leaſt I 
owe unto my miſerable Country, is to viſit it in its 
extream calamities; I have friendgand kindred there, 
to whom I am bound in duty to lend my aſflitance, 
and I here am uſeleſs for your Majeſties ſervice ; I 
would not leave you.,if there were any occaſion to im- 
ploy me init, and I'le come back again before this 
year be at an end, if death or impriſonment detain me 
not.I uſcd many other Reaſons, which at laſt won his 
conſent untomy Journey;after he had made me reite- 
r:te my promiſe of returning as ſoon as poſſibly I 
could. 

When I kad obtained his permiſſion, and that had _ 
taken my leave of a great many friends, whom my 
good fortune had gained me in the Court of Scyrhiz, 
| paid my reſpects unto my Princeſs. Only Theo- 
aates and Cyllenia were admitted unto our Enter- 
tainment, and we wanted no pretences to cover that 
ſecret converſation. O gods! how were my ſorrows 
ſweetned, when | ſaw Tears inthe Eyes of my fair 
Princeſs, and how great conſolation did I receive 
from her charming words, which aſſured me that I] 
was no: indifferent to her, and that I was not afflicted 
alone for our ſeparations ! I depart from you, Ma- 
dam, (ſaid1to her) becauſe my cruel deſtiny or- 
dains itſo, and that you would have a juſt occaſion 
to repent the favour you have ſhewn me, If I could 
indureto live with intamy ; but this hard neceſſity, 
which drags my body out of Scythia, cannot pull a- 
way my hcart from thence,ſo much as for a moment; 
and in the remoteſt places of all Perſiz, Arſaces can 
never be far from you. Igo full of reſeztment again 
the Uſurper of our Nominions, the Murtherer of 
our ſubjects, and the Perſecutor of our Family, but I 
am more incenſed 2gainft the Enemy of my Repoſe, 
and againit the Enemy that ſeparates me from my 
Princefs ; this effect of his hatred is more bitter to 
me than all the rei, and arms me again him with a 
more lawful Angfr; if it pleaſe the gods I fall under 
his victorious Arms, I fhall at leaſt have this glory 
before my death, that I was owned by Bererzce ; and 
itthey ſuffer me toreturn hither a Conquerour, or 
deveited of Empire, Ile bring back the remnant of 
my life, be it what it may, and lay it ather feet, as 
a tribute due to hcr alone 3 each moment of this cru- 
el abſence will be an Age to me, and an Age of moſt 
rigorous Torments ; but if you beſtow any of them 
upon the remembrance of Arſfaces, his ſorrows 
(which might bring him to his grave)will loſe part of 
their force, and that knowledge will comfort me in 
my diſa{ters with a mot powerful confolation. I 
ſhall receive no ſmall one by the fight of my dear bro- 
ther,and if tie gods be pleaſed thatI yet may find him 
with Darius, the miſcries of my condition will be a- 
bated,and I ſhall give him an acconnt of your friend- 
ſhip toward him, and of what you have done for 
me, out of His conſideration, Then it the Heavens 
permit, we'll return together into Scyzira, and I by 
his interceſhhon will bes the continuance of this 
felicity, which mine Enemies have interrupt- 
ed. 

In the mean time, O molt lovely Princeſs, give me 
but an afſurance from your fair mouth, whereby T 
may pretend to the glory of your remembrance, ard 
hope by your command.that this tyrannous abſence, 

| : though 


rn © WH Rey AAR 


He a. WO 1 OE EE AD | Ra <OCRA Eo EDS CoD OR GEES tc > 26 has ut 
ve _ 3 MEE Ae 923 By DN BIAS 


| 
[ 


= 


-” 


bas 


5/+ 


though it baniſh me out of Scyrhi9, baniſhes me not 
ou: of your memory. I will remember you for cver, 
(ſaid the Princeſs, wiping away fome ob'iging tears) 
and what diſtance ſoever ſeparates us, you thall never 
be abſent from Bererices mind ; ldeacs that ate not 
eaſily ſettle4in it, are not caſily to be blotted out of 
it; andin ſhort, you are too conliderable to me all 
manner of ways, to fear that I can forget you, ſo 
long as you remember me. 

Go Arſaces., fince whether you wiilor no, there 
is a neceſſity of it; Go where you are call 'd by Rea- 
ſons which Icannot oppoſe, but how great foever 
your reſentment is againit Alexander, forget not 
that deſire your Return, that I enjoyn it you by all 
the power you have given me over yu, and that 
you cannot thru't vour {cif into unneceſſary dan- 
Sers, without putting your ſeli ia b2z31-1 ot difobey- 
ins me, of difpleaſing me, and fince (in ſpight of 
mode{ty I mult copfelſs it to you) of making me Cx- 
tremely unfortunate. O Ar/ces | (cryed LO 27 
raxerxes! how happy isthyfate, and how few ene- 
mies will there be that can oppoſe thy Return, white 
thou art animated by theſe glorious hopes ! Well, 
Madam, ( continued I, kneeling down before her, 
and taking one of her fair hands, upon which by the 
indulgence ſhe had toward me in that occaſion, 1 
held my lips fa't cemented a good while, ſince you do 
me favours which are above the lawful hope of all 
men living, I ſhould be much too blame if I could 
defire more, and if ! coald fear that the perſecutions 
of Ar ſocomes, and the credit of Siratornice, coull 
ſhake the courage of my Princeſs, Her promites 
put me into ſecurity, and 'tis to her gooInels that I 
abandona life, which iha!l never depend but upon 
her alone. I ſzid many other thinzs which time has 
raced out of my memory, and after I had recciv'd ail 
the modelt teſtimonies of afteEtion 1 could demand, 
took my leave, yet not with ſo much conitancy, but 
that my grief broke forth into ſeveral Actions, which 
upon another occaſion, and for another ſubject than 
B-rexice, would have paſſed for very great we-k- 
neſſes. This conſolation I had, that my Princeſs 
did rot appear inſenſible, and that ſhe accompanied 
the ſorrow that tranſported me, with many tears, 
and many ſigns of her compaſſion. 
her on this manner, and being rctired with Theod.s- 
res, I prepar'd my ſelf to go from 1jjedon the next 
morning by break of day. Generous Tbeodares, 
whoſe vertue truly is on2 of the higheit, and molt 
conſiderable of this Age, perliited in the dei-gn of 
agompanying mein my Voyage, but | would not 
conſent to it, and knowing how uſeful he might be 
to me by being near Zerez ice, during my avſcnce,[ 
pray'd him to continue in the Court : He was the 
only man to whom I was known in Scyrhz.z, the on- 
ly man that knew the lovcl bore the Princeſs, the 
only man whom Berexice could truit, andthe only 
man by whoſe means I could hear from her. Thcſe 
Reaſons which I repreſented to him, oblig'd him to 
ſtay behind, knowing he might do me a great deal 
more ſervice there than by going with me. Yet 
would he not leave me tillI was come to the Haven 
of /7ypoleozr, where I intended to imbarque upon 
the Exxine Cea, to enter into Perſia by the way of 
Byzantirm, We departed therefore from 1/ecdon, 


taking ovr way toward thoſe Provinces of Scyrhia 


which are waſh'd by the Borr/therres, and aſter ma- 
ny days journeys, without any conſiderable Encoun- 
ter, weariv'd at the Haven where we were to part, 
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We could not do it without many tears on both fides 
and I wasfo fcnſible of the obligations 1 kad to that 
noble Frince, thatl could not leave him Without an 
exceſſive trouble, Dear Theodnre, (ſaid I) your 
Priſoner 15 going away upon his Parole ; but he gi 
rcturn it the gods permit, and for his Ranſom wil 
otter you all the Lominions of the King his Father 
and tis life which you fo generouſly have acquired 
to your ſelf, Sir (replied 7 heodatres) 1 value not 
Empires inreſpect of the friendſhip wherewith You 
honour me, and whereof you have given me ſuch 
real proois by mine own ſafety, and what command 
ſocver you ſhould lay upen me, I cou'd never be. 
b'e to leave you, if I were not uſeful to your ſervice 
in this Countrey. Thcſe words were mutually ae. 
companied with Endearments, wlich at tf ou 
parting forc'd us to break off. | 

I took but a very fimali train alons with me, com: 
poſcd of tuch ſervants as i had receiv'd from Thee. 
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dates, who had made tryal of thei: buclity, and 
| imbar- 


believ'd that 1 might ſofciv tru tim, 
qued aboard a Veſiel w! ich kad Leen cor rcaay by 
7 heedates his oidcrs, and which was tu make the 
ſnorte{l and ſecureit cut into Aſia, Having hoiſed 
lail, we began our Voyape very quietly ; theſe 
had never Leer more c im than at that time, but 
my mind W*, f: : fron; infoying Uh 4ranguiliity, 
and our ſhip w.5 much lefs toiled win waves, than 
my heart was »y my re:lefs, cruel thoughts; the 
abſence of Brrcaice, and the defolution of our fan. 
ly, came both at once into my mind, yet neither 
couls tini a Room. there, without giving me equal 
matter ct afflict:vn, Alas, (ſ:id 1) perhaps at this 
very moinent, 4erexice, by the crucl commando 
the King her ſather, is compeil'd to receive tHe afſe- 
Ctton of Arjacomes, alas, (continued) [ perhaps 
this very day Dar tights his lateſt Battcl, andwith 
it loſes the remainder of tis Dominions. O po!s, 
(cried 1) muit I leave Bertie, and abandon her to 
tne mercy of the Enemics of our Houſe, ard of my 
particular Enemies ? O pods, ( ſaid I again) mult 
Dariz tall, with ail that belong to him, without re- 
cciving aſlitance from his own ſcn? I ſpent ſomes 
days 1n this agitation of my thovghts; but inthe 
end I was with-drawn from it by a cruel Encounter 
which hindred the effect of all my Reſolutions, and 
cauſed part of that thame, which Iam not able to 
blot out. 'I was very unadviſedly done of us togo 
by the way of Byz4-:1zz:, and we were not infornt 
ed that the Byzmrians with the Goverr,onr Zopiriy 
and they of Ponrirs with their Governor Arirbay 
had of late begun to make Fxci:ri1ons at 5ca, andto 
uſe the Scyiiinns that fell mto their hands 'withall 
manner of Acts of Hoſility, In efiect, there was 
no War dcclared between the Scvi614ans and them, 
and 'twas onely covet -utneſs that inſpir'd Zopirio 
and his brother Ari- 0, witic 12''gn of Pyracy, 
robbing Paijſengers, t: ins Priſ-ners, and ſcekiny 
means to inrich hem: ves by 3:ch ſhamful barbs 
rous ways. Iþzathe :!! fortune to be incountred by 
them, and wh:n we leaſt thought of any ſuch mat- 
ter, we ſaw 6ur ſelves afſavited by eight great ſhips 
which ſurrounded uz on every fide, and depriv dus 
of all means to defend our ſelves; yet did 1 co 28 
much as poſſibly I could, and both my words and 
xample would have incour2g'd thoſe that were with 
me to make reſjitunce, but their weakneſs cifheat 
ten'd them ſo, that 'twas impoſſible for meto make 
them take arms again fo creat a number of Ene 
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Book. I d 
nies, The Thracians came aboard us on every 
cle, avd though | defended my ſelf with courage 
ugh, and laid ſome of the boldeſt of them at my 
fer, | was fo inviron'd, and ſo oppreſſed with multi- 
de, that all my reſiſtance was to nv purpoſe. They 
77d upon me behind, threw me down and difarm'd 
ne,and think thoſe ſav:ge Enemies,exaſperated by 
the death of their companions, would have taken 4- 
yay my life, but that they fear'd to difpleaſe him that 
mmanded them, who believ'd he ſhould get a con- 
Herable Booty by taking me. I was bound and car- 
red before Arimbas, who commanded thoſe thips ; 
tefound ſomething in my face that oblig'd him to uſe 
nea little leſs cruelly than he intended, or than his 
atome was, and having look'd upon me with ſome 
few of wonder ; Either ( ſaid he ) thou lov'it thy life 
kt little, or elſe thou art the boldeſt of ail men liv- 
7s, in having dared to ftand upon thy defence alone 
yiinſt ſo great a number of Enemies. I never was 
tine Enemy that I know of, ( anſwered I, without 
ting daunted at his words ) and I am calF'd by ſuch 
reſing commands of honour, to places whither thou 
fopp't my paſſage, that if thouart generous, thou 
vithout doubt wilt re:tore me to my liberty. Tis not 
fom Barbarians ( replied Arimbas) that the Greeks 
ed to learn generoſity ; never hope for the liberty 
tou demand? it, but believe *tis no ſmall favour to let 
tee live, after thou haſt ſo well deſerv'd to die, for 
king kill'd my men, and for having fo rathly made 
opolition, I ſaw very well there was no thought of 
working upon him by a ſenſe of honour,and ſo | pre- 
ſntlytried another way;Iam not thy priſoner in a fair 
War, ( faid 1) but if my liberty can be bought with 
treaſure. I promife thee ſo much, that thou hardly 
antdefire more, and I ingage my honour with my 
word, that if thou wilt free me,Ple ſend thee aRanſom 
that would be conſiderable enough for one of the 
reateſt Princes in the world. Theſe words which 1 
hoke very imprudently, wrought a very different 
elect from what I hoped, and were in part the cauſe 
dmy long captivity, Ar:i=:bas believ'd either by my 
words, or by ſome other tokens, that I was no or- 
dnary perſon, and upon that bclief propoſing ex- 
ahveRecompences to himſelf,he was gladder of his 
Prize, and more careful to keep me than before. 
Theſe Treaſures thou promiſeſt me, ( anſwered he ) 
my tegain thy liberty,but hope not to obtain it upon 
thy word, for thou ſhalt ftay with us till thou procure 
ly Ranſom thou haſt propoſed. At theſe words he 
commands them to unbind me, but he made me be 
arried into a Cabin with guards that ſuffer'd me not. 
oftir out of it. The next day we put into a harbour 
athe Province whereof he was Governour for .4- 
txander, and near ynto a Town called Synops, I was 
mpriſon'd in a Caſtle under a very ſtrict Guard;they 
kttme ſome of thoſe ſervants I had receiv'd from 
Treedates, the reſt, and all they that were taken 
"th us, were kept as ſlaves. Do but judge. dear 
rother, and you dear friends, in what a condition I 
Wby a captivity ſo unſeaſonable, and ſo contrary 
bthe Reſolutions I had taken; truly I was even like 
bhave died with grief; and when [ had in vain at- 
tempted many ſeveral ways to recover my liberty, 
was upon the very point of killing my ſelf with my 


Om hand. What, ( ſaid I) ſhall Ineither ſuccour 


Darius, nor ſee the Princeſs Berenice ? O gods! if 
Jou would not ſuffer me to aſſiſt my father, why did 
Jou not let me enjoy the fight of my Princeſs? and 

you needs would have me to leave Bererice, 
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why do you not permit me to ſerve Darizs to the 
laſt drop of that blood I owe him ? finceI muſt not 
have both thoſe happineſles together, why will you 
not at leaſt afford me the conſol tion of one of them ? 
Ah no, I ſec you mean to overwhelm me equally with 
grief and ſhame, and not being ſatisfied that I die 
with ſorrow ſor paiting with my Princeſs, you will 
have me die alſo with the reproach of having ſeen 
our Empire loſt, and our Family deſtroy'd without 
ever drawing Sword in their defence. Theſe were 
my ordinary meditations, and in theſe cruel thoughts 
I could find no manner of conſolation. Either let .A- 
r1mbas kill me ( ſaidI to my Keepers ) or let him ſet 
me at liberty; in the condition of my fortune, cap- 
tivity is worſe to me than death it ſelf, and I ſhall be 
leſs his Enemy, if he diſpatch me out of the way, 
than if he keep me any lpnger. All theſe words were 
to no purpoſe, and 4rimbas ſent me no other anſwer, 


| but that when he ſaw thoſeTreaſures for my Ranſom, 


which I had made him hope for at my being taken, 
he would give me my liberty, and not before. This 
cruel obitinacy of Arimbasdrove me jnto deſpair ; I 
had none about me but Scythian-ſervants, who could 
do meno ſervice with Darizs, where they were not 
at all acquainted, and to whom alſo I was unwilling 
to declare the truth of my birth. To diſcover it to 
Arimbas was a great deal more unfit; he was both a 
ſubject, and a creature of Alexanders, and if he had 
known me to be Darix his ſon, my captivity would 
certainly have bcen as long as my life. Intheſe con- 
ſiderations, all I could do wasto employ all my cou- 
rage to takea little patience, and hope that the Gods, 
who had then declar'd themſelves Enemies to our 
houſe, would — their anger, and leflen the 
hatred they expreſſed, againſt Darius his miſerable 
family, Twas in tharplace, dear friends, Ilingred 
out my tedious dayes, while you were fighting for 
my intereſts, and *twas in that PrifonI ſaw a whole 
year run out, which ſecm'd longer to me than all the 
reſt of my life. 

'O Dari, ( cried I often) by what a ſtrange dif- 
a{ter art thou abandon'd by thy ſon inthy cruel mis- 
fortunes ? wretched man that he is, he can give thee 
no manner of aſſiſtance, but is reduced to ſerve thee 
only with his wiſhes, while Oroondates fights with- 
out queſtion by thy fide, and ingages himſelf in thy 
miſeries, with more affection than he could in what 
moſt nearly concern'd himſelf, O my deareſt bro- 
ther, ( continuedTI ) why am I not with you now ? 
and why can I not at leaſt keep you company in thoſe 
dangers yowſo-nobly run into for my ſake? From 


theſe thoughts which my duty inſpired me with, 1 fel 


into thoſe my love ſuggeſted, and out of the grief 
which was cauſed in me by the former, into the rage 
occaſion'd by the latter. 

But ſhall T never ſee you again, Berenice, (cried 
I, quite tranſported }) and will not the gods, (who 
for ſome offences are exaſperated againſt the Houſe 
of Perſia ) he contented that I loſe my inheritance; 
that] loſe my neareſt friends, that I loſe the King my 
father, and that I loſe mine honour with them,unleſs I 
loſe Berenicealſo? I liv'd on this manner, buricd in 
the depth of my ſorrows, when by the report of 
them that kept me, I receiv'd a molt intolerable 
ſurcharge ; They told me news of poor Darizs, but 
alas,the ſaddeſt that yet had come unto mine ear ; I 
heard, that havins march'd from Bubylon with three 
hundred thouſand fighting men, he had given Alexan- 


| der battel near Arbells,with tne ſame luccels as in the 


two 


25 6 
two former ones, that he had loſt the greateſt part of 
his men, and with them the hope of maintaining his 
Dominiogs, being reduc'd to ſeek his ſafety in a ſad 
Retreat, with a very ſmall remnant of his.forces ; thar 
it was beliew'd he had taken the way toward eau, 
but in ſo weak a condition, that no body thought he 
ever could be able to raiſe a ſufficient power to diſ- 
pute the Empire of 4ſi4 any longer againlt Alex- 
ander. Ob, Brother, how infinitely did this woful 
news torment me, and how great needI had of all 
my courage, to keep me from ſinking under ſo hea- 
vy an affliction ! O Darius, (cryed I)why can I not 
be with thee in thy flight at leaſt, fince I could not 
accompany thee in the Battel ? I would {ſtrive to 
comfort thee in thy misfortunes, and not having been 
able to fight for the conſervation of thy Empire, I 
would fght at leaſt for the ſafety of thy perſon. 
Then Brother, as all fatal objects repreſented them- 
ſelves to my remembrance, I was afraid left you 
ſhould be in the number of thoſe, whom Alexan- 
ders happy deſtiny had cauſed to fall under the 17a: 


c-donian Armies, and in this thought, after having- 


given you a flood of tears, I withed with all 
my heart to have been in your place, to have 
receiv'd your wounds, and to have contributed to 
the preſervation of your life, with the loſs of mine 
own. Iſhould never have done, if I ſhould relate 
ali my diſcontents at large, but Ile ſhorten the reci- 


tal of them as muchas poſſibly I can. A whole year 


was already run out from the day that I was taken, 
when both inthe face, and Actions of the Captain of 
the Caſtle, who was the chief Commander of thoſe 
that had me in cuſtody, I perceiv'd an extraordinary 
affection, and a very great compallion of my mis- 
fortunes. He naturally had a love to virtue, and 
had reſiſted thoſe inclinations, out of a ſenſe of his 
duty to- Arimbas, but in the end, having ſeen how 
unjuſtly he detain'd me, and having found ſome- 
thing in my perſon, which he thought worthy of 
his affetion, he peſolv'd to make uſe of his power 
for my deliverarfce, believing he ſhould not be very 
faulty in giving a man his liberty, from whom it had 
not been taken by any right of War. With this de- 
ſign coming to me one day when [ was extreamly 
dejeted by the remembrance of our lait lofles, Sir, 
(ſaid he to me) comfort your ſelf, your Captivity 
ſhall not be much longer, and your virtue has found 

a perſon amongſt us, who both can diſcern it, and 
will hazard himſelf to ſerve it. Though I was ex- 

ceedingly ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, I could not ſuf. 
pet that man of any ill deſign, and judging thatmy 

condition could not be worſe than it was already, I 
belicv'd I ought not to neglect any way that might 

be for the recovering of my liberty. O Cr:ton (an- 

ſweredT) how merciful you will be, if you uſe your 

indeavours to helpme, both gods and men will re- 

compence your goodneſs, and I am of ſuch quality, 

that I dare ſay your condition will be better with me 

than with Ar:bas. 

Depend upon the aſſurance I give you (replyed 
Criton) that you ſhall not be long a Priſoner, and 
truſt tome for the management of the buſineſs, I 
will truſt youalwayes (ſaid I) both with my life and 
liberty, and IT proteſt to you, that I would not ex- 
poſe youto any danger for their conſervation, if in 
the preſent eltate of my affairs, my cternal ſhame 
were not link*d to my captivity. Cr:roz would hold 
no longer diſcourſe with me at that time, for fear of 
giving ſome ſuſpicion of his deſign; but within a few 
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days after he effected it very happily, 

made thoſe of my Guard nk w_ ke he : 
contidence in, when they were faſt aſleep, ha 
with the relt into my chamber in the dead of ir 
and bringing Arms for me, and for the two Scyth; 
ans that ſerv'd me, he took the Keyes of the Call 
and let us out without any difficulty, then Letti : 
on good Horſes which he had cauſcd to be held F 
readinefſe about a hundred paces from the Gate D 
refolv'd to follow my fortune, having by that ag; 

loſt all hope of favour with A4rinbas, = 


When I ſaw my ſelf at liberty, I felt all the 
my ſad condition could be capable of, and recein') 
ſweet conſolation by the hope I had that I ſhoul 
give my father the laſt aſſiltance he could hope for 
from his ſon in the downful of his Houſe, ] promi- 
ſed Criton that I would not he ingrateful for the 900d 


oftice he had done me, and that! would reward hin 


ſo well for it, that he never ſhonld have occaſionty 
repent himſelf, We took our Journey toway 
Aledia, whither they ſaid Darirs was retreated 
and travelled all the remainder of that fir nigh 
with ſo much ſpeed, that before breik of day, we 
were gotten farenough, notto fear falling any more 
into the power of Ar:imbas ; yet did we avoidthe 
great High-wayes ſo long as we were in the Pro 
vince he commanded, but when once we wereou 
of it, we rode with leſs apprehenſion, and Ifor my 
part with ſome hope of ſeeing the Reliques of our 
deſolated Houſe again, and with an ardent dcfire, 


either to diſpute the Empire yet with Alexander, 


or to give up my life to his prevailing fortune. He 
ſhall dye.” (ſaid I to my ſelf) that injuit Conquerour, 
that wrongful Uſurperof our Dominions ſhall either 
fall, or kill Arraxerxes with that hand, which has 
been the deſtruction of all our Family. Perhaps 
he is not immortal, though hitherto he have been in- 
vincible, nor are we perhaps ſo utterly forſaken by 
the gods, Þiiithat we may pull a viaory ont of his 
hands, which the cowardly , efieminate Peyſians 
have lo taintly diſputed with him ; doubtleſs thoy 
wett valiant enough, poor Dari, to trample down 
that Enemy, if thou had{t commanded more gene- 
rou» Forces, and nothing but their want of courage 
has made thee loſe an Empire, which is not muchto 
be lamented, . fince it extended it ſelf over none but 
ſuch mcan ſpirited people. Perchance thereare yet 
ſome corners of thy vaſt Terrjtories, where thou 
mayſt find inen that will ſhew th&tnſclves more truly 
to be men, and 'tis with them that Arraerxes may 
poſſibly regain part of thy loſſes, and blot out part 
of thy ciſhonour, This thought had hardly given 


me a little comfort, when preſently I fel] into a COn-. 


ſideration of the eſtate Ithen was in, and to my con- 
fuſion ſaw thoſe ridiculous hopes all vaniſh ina mo- 
ment. Ah weak, abuſed Araxer.xes (ſaid | again) 
with what fond imaginations doſt thou flatter thy ſelf 
Thou thinkeit not of the revolution of thy fortune, 
thou confider'it not that thou haſt loft all, that thou 
haſt no Countrey left to defend, and that thouhal 
no men leſt to oppoſe that Conquerour, whom 
Father with innumerable thouſanis, and with Þs 
whole forces united was not able to refill ; Stifle 
ah itifle theſe vain hopes, and licait them all within 
the deſign of either making Alrxa»de;”s perion f0 
run ſome hazard, or of burying thy ſelf in the ruines 
of thy family. Theſe were the thoughts wherewiti 
I was tormented; but, O gods! O gods! they 

quickiy 
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quickly yielded place to far more cruel ones, and 
farce had I travel'd three days journey, when [I 
gy both my voyage bounded, and my deſigns over- 
trown by the doleful news of poor Dr: his death; 
heard that | :mentable end, alas, and 'tis with ſhame 
hat] confeſs I heard it without dying, They told me, 
how that great and much to be deplored Prince was 
fill'n by the horrible pert jouſnels of his own ſub- 
jects, and had given up both life and Empire to his 
Frnemy. Although this fad relation did not abſolutely 
il me, yet certainly it put me into a condition little 
ferent from death,and Cr-r92 with the reit that ac- 
companied me ſaw me im fuch a cafe, as made them 
felieve they had unproftitabl - hazarded themſelves 
toſerve me. The recital of thoſe ſwounings I fell in- 
tat this f:tal narration, of my ſighs, of my tears, 
:nd of my mourniul complaints, would but weary 
you, and be very diftcult for me to make ; all that 


 frrow for the loſs of a farher, who had molt dearly 


bv.d me. whoſe perfon was exceeding great and a- 
mi:ble;for that of a mother who went a while before 
tim, and who ended her life in her captivity; for that 
fan Empire, whi.h miightalmoit be caWPd the Em- 
pire of the world, added to my ſhame of having done 
rothing for them, of not having ſhed one drop of 
hlood for their conſervation, and of not having £1ven 
them any of thoſe aſſiitances which they received 
fom the meaneſt of their Allies, can produce in the 
molt tender ſoul imprinted it ſelf ſo violently in mine, 
that it was like to have feparated it from my body: 
1nd Imay well prote{t to you before ail the gods,that 
rothing but the remembrance of Be: exice kept me 
fon my grave, and kindred me from goi-g then to 
kekthem after their death, whom I had ſo ivnomini- 
ouſly abandoned during their life. Thou now art free 
(faid I) gloricus Arſaces, now thou art free,thou no 
bager hait any father to aſii/t, thou no longer hai} 
ay cquntry to defend, or to ſay better, thouno long- 
ehaitany honour to preſerve ; all things contribute 
wwtothy repoſe : But, O g5ds ! how much were 
hemolt curel deatks to be preferr'd before this re- 
poſe ! and how much better had it been for thee to 
ave been really flain in the Battel of Se/c:a, than to 
have ſhamefully out-liv'd Darirzs, and to have ſeen 
te ruine of thy Houſe with ſo much indifferency ? 
What a horrible reproach to thee is the blood of ſo 
many thouſand men as lojt thetr lives in thy Quarrel? 
thou wert fightin? againſt the /Vommades, while the 
Perfeans fell under the Macedonian Arms, and thou 
vert fighting at Zerenice's feet, while thy mother, 
tiy ſiters, and all thy family, lay ſighins under the 
Gains of fortunate J/ex.14der | O ſhame, which all 
tie blood of 4r/aces can never be able to waſh out ! 
Ogaſeneſs which all my love to Bererice can never 
teable to excuſe / I tormented my ſelf on this man. 
teri my bel, whither my ſorrow had confin'd me, 
nd where my grief was ſo extreamely violent, that 
thad put me into a fever for many days. 

after 1 had deplored my misfortunes in the moſt 
mournful tearms my miſery could ſugs: it, and that 1 
dpent ſome days in Jam«ntations, | began to think 
Wat [ſhould reſolve to do with my ſelſ - <hall ! not 
$(faid 1 Yand fnd out 4lexander in the middett of 
8 victorious forces, which triumph over our dif 
iter? and fiace the anger of the gods has ſo decreed 
at] no longer have men to give him Battel, ſhall I 
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"to and execute with my hand alone, what the | 


Weakneſs of my con ition, an? the loſs of our Do- 
Utons will not ſuiſer me to do at the head of an Ar- 


\. 


— — 


3/3 
my ? SinceI cannot revenge Darius by the blood of 
the Macedenians, ſhall I not revenge him by the 
blood of Alexander? and if I die in the gttempr,- 
ſhall I not bear my friends company with'the leaft 
ſhame that I can poſſibly undergo ? ShaÞ#T not run 
( ſaid I apain ) after that Paricide Beſſus Sand ſhall I 
not make my way through the mid4it oftfhoſe faith- 
leſs Monſters that take part with him, to Pierce with 
a thouſand wounds the ingrateful and diſſoyal heart 
of that horrible murtherer of his King; Is not that 
the firit ſatisfaction I owe unto my fathers ghoit ? 
and canl, while Beſs and Narbazanes are alive, 
have other thoughts than thoſe of the rigorouspuniſh- 
ments that are due to their perfidious Treaſon ? But 
O cods ! ( concludedI ) ſhall 1 never ſee Berenice 
more? andif ( as it is very probable ) I fall in one 

of :heſe enterpriſes, ſhall I die without giving my. 
Princeſs the laſt aſſurances of my fidelity ? Shall I 

have lo!t my neareſt friends, my Country, my Re- 

putation, ſhal] ] have lot all for her unprobtably ? 
Having propoſed nocther fruit, no other conſolation 
to my ſelf for ſo many misfortunes but that alone, 
ſhall 1 loſe it alſo wit: the reſt ? and ſhall I have 0- 
blig d that lovely Princeſs to give me marks of an at- 

fection, which ought to be more dear to me than the 

poſſcſhen of all Alta, onely to abandon her for ever? 

This lait thought put me into a perplexity, which 

for al-ns time made me incapable of taking any 

reſolutions, and repreſented motives to me which 

were powerfull cnough to withdraw me ſrom thoſe 

I had p opoſcd before. Alexander ( ſaid I is a ge- 

nerous enemy, who has proſecuted the ruine of thy 

Houſe onely by glorious ways, and do{t thou think 

of murdering Þim ſhameſully, who openly, and at 

the ſwords point, makes himſelf maſter of the whole 

earth by his valour alone ? Yes, of murthering 

him, for unleſs thou march againit him by an open 

War, thou can't not procure any fatisfa&tion from 

his ſingle perſon but by an Afaſſinatz thou canit not 

hope for an equal combat with him, for though he 

{hduld be fo generous as to grant it to thy quality, 

and to thy juit reſentments, he never will beabl- to 

make thoſe that are about him conſent toit, amongſt 

whom there are many thouſands that would ſave him 

from that danger by hazarding themſelves. Thon 
canſt not therefore execute thy vengeance by any 

means but ſuch as are' moſt 1gnomintous, and per- 

haps that without effecting it, thou ſhalt die in a de- 

fiene, which will be moſt unworthy of the memory 

of Darius bis fn, and which will blaſt it with a per- 
petual infamy. 

If thou run after thoſe Paricides, *tis true, that a- 
oainit them all ways of revenge are juſtthable, but 
they are things to2 mean for Art+xeres, and the 
deſtiny of B.fus, and of Naba: z.anes, would be too 
glorious, if they ſhorld end thtir reproackful days 
by the hand of their Kings ſon. Thoſe monſters ought 
to end their lives in torments. and tt concerns Alcaarn- 
der to proſecute them, and with therr bþl-0d to waſh 
away the {tain wherewith they have blemiſh'd his 
reputation. Rather return into Seyrbto, where thou 
hait left thy utmolt hopes, and where thou bait left 
thy very ſoul; forget the greatneſs of thy biith, to 
ſerve thy love, and the neccflity of thy affairs, and 
employ whatſoever the gods have given thee that is 
conſ1 *crable, to make they ſeif conſider'd by the 
King of Seyrh:2 ; when thou ſhalt have done him ſer. 
vices of the nature of thoſe Dar:zs receiv'd from Or: - 
ondaics, he'l be the mot ingratcfu! os all men living 
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if he refuſe thee his aſſiſtance, and ifhe give thee not 
an Army to march again{t that Enemy of the whole 


Earth, and again{t that inſatiable Conquerour, who 
quickly will paſs from our Territories into his. Per- 


chance thy ſcrvices, and the remembrance of our mi-. 


ſeries, will raſe out ofhis mind the hatred he bears thy 
Family and that he will not diſdain thee for his ſon-in- 
law, when thou ſhalt have gain'd his affeQion ſo tar 
as to venture the diſcovery of thy true quality. He 
without doubt is of a Royal mind as well as ofa Roy- 
al birth; and if my dear Oroondares be alive, if the 
gods bring him back into Scythia,thou mailt hope for 
all things trom that deareſt brother, and uniting thy 
ſelf with him, wkoſe interelts will alwaies be inſepa- 
rable from thine, thou with the whole forces of Scy- 
thia maiit oppoſe, and like a Kings fon oppole that 
pittileſs deſtroyer of the Houſe of Perſia.Thouat the 
head of thoſe thy dear brothers Armies mailt demand 
reparation of the injuries he has done thee, and 1f it 
pleaſe the gods thou fall in thoſe occaſions, "twill at 
leaſt be with more glory, than if thou ſhouldlt leave 
thy life amons the Javelins of hisGuards,in attempt- 
ing to {tab him in his bed, 


This way without queſtion thou ſhalt Izbour for 
recovery of thy reputation, and, which is more thou 
ſhalt labour for it :;n ſeeing Bererice again, without 
whom thou canit not live, and without whom thou 
art not permitted to dic; thouat her feet mailt find 
conſolation for al thy lofſcs, und ſhe will tell thee no- 
thing but truth, if ſhe ſay her affection is to be pre- 
ferr'd before all the Empires that were Darius's. 
Fear not to appear yet beiore her, ſhe 15 too gene- 
rous and too worthy a ſitter of Orcondates, to rc- 
gard the fall of thy Houſe, and to look upon kim as 
an exil'd Prince, and asa Prince divelted of all his 
inheritance, whom at our laſt being together ſhe 
conſidercd as the future Monarch of all 4f:a ; thy 
miſeries will rather work compaſſion in her, than 
any contempt of thy perſon, an4 thou wert unwor- 
thy ofthe marks thou haſt received of her ali:Ction, 
if thou could'd ſuſpect her to be of fo baſe an hu- 
mour, and of an humour ſo different from her bro- 
thers. 

In theſe laſt thoughts I ſound agreat deal of comfort 
and after I had diſputed yet three or four days about 
the choice of this reſolution I ſhould take, I in the 
end ſuffer'd my mind to be over-ſwaycd by theſe laſt 
conſiderations, or to ſpeak more truly, I let my ſelf 
be guided by my love, which making a!) other de- 
fignes odious to me,ſhew'd me facility and advantage 
onely in that which was ſubſervient to it, and which 
it had propounded. "Twas therefore by the power 
it had over me, that I was won to thoſe probabilities I 
have mention'd to you, and that I reſolved to return 
into Scythia.Critoa, who had totally given, me his af- 
fection,and to whom I already bore a very great one, 
would not forſake me;befides him,I took oniythe two 
Scythiansthat were with me in priſon, he having be- 
fore diſmiſſed the Guards that had affiited in my de- 
liverance, whom we rewarded as well as we were a- 
ble at that time. We departed from the Town where 
I had ſaid ever ſince the hearing of that fatal news, 
and took our journey towards Scy::2, by a very 
different way from that I came, for fear of falling a- 
oain into the power of Ar:»:bas. I believ'd we might 
paſs more ſecurely through Zyrcaniz, and through 
the Countrey of the 17aſſuzveres, and that was the 
Road we went, without committing onr ſelves to that 
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inconſtant Element, upon which I had fallen ine 
that cruel captivity, which made the Ereateſ} Ges 
all my diſcontents. We met noob{taclz in a, = 
age, and though I >egin to trult Critoy very ths 
yet would | not let him know me to be other thang 
Arſaces a Battrian, who by his good fortyne C 
merited the affeCtion of the King ot Seyrh;.2, and = 
in that Country might be abteTOgtle him in 4 ink 
better condition than that he had liy'd in Lnder 4 
rimbas, *Twas not to him alone that 1 meartto h 
ſo reſerv'd, for I reſolv'd never any more tg th 
upon me the name of Artaxcy.:vs, fo peculiar tothe 
Kings and Princes of Pe7i2;tiil | had recover'd hoy 
of riſing again to the Throne of D.:71:455, Andind'y 
] was then 1inform'd, that the Traitor Beſſze had ol 
ready uſurp'd it, and that he made him{clf he bo 
nor dasa Kings if Butria, under the name of Artax. 
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Mount 1.4::5s,we centred into the Frevince of the Ie 
j ſw Py, 4 / I A - , $* E 
aomns,and with great days journeys drew near tothe 


Alttropolitan City of all Scy:þ::2, E Ein come with 
in two days riding of it, and mecting Palſengersy. 
on the way from thence, I enquir'd of them wha 
news there was at Court, and trembled as Iask'd the 
queition, for fear of hearing what would be unples 
ſins, or rather mortal to me. Sir, ( anſwered cnegf 
them ) all things are very quiet at the Court ; 4+ſz 
comes has ſtill his former authority, and the King 
fearins to difpleaſe the Queen his wife, with whon 
ne {tiil is paſſhonately in love ſuffers him to pretendty 
the Princeſs B-7er;ce, or rather to perſecute her, 
that generous Princeſs, not having hithesto kecn abl 
to bend her felt to any compliance with his deſires, 
ani making loud compl:mts, becauſe he tolerate 
the preiumption of his ſu! jcEt; they are the Prin 
celie5 own words, for as for cur parts we dare not to 
ſpcak of that bufineſs in thoſe tearms,he having made 
himſel{ ſo potent, that there arc NOV 1N Septhig 
but flaves tothe gxeatneſs of his fortune, Yethath 
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thers, who xnowIng their quality to be cqua! tohis, 
hive thought they might raiſe their pretenſions as 


 highas he. 


Among{t them, Cyd.ris Prince of the Tazreſey 
thians and Agatirſians, being fall'n in love with the 
Princeſs, ſuffer d himſelf to be ſo blind with his paſſ- 
on, that he imprudently declar'd it to the King, & 
ther being encouraged by his indulcence to that of 
Arſacomes, or elſe not beings able to reſrit the vio- 
lence of his own. The King was ſo diſleaſed at 
ſuch a motion, that he could not difſemble his reſent- 
ment of it, and anſwer'd Cyd.zr:5 with words foful 
of ſharpneſs and contewpt, that he not being able 
toehdure them, forgot the reſpect he ow'd the King 
and reply'd in very infotent and injurious terms; 
whereat he beings highly offended, cauſed him tobe 
ſeiz'd on, and put into a Dungeon, nor had] he ſpar- 
ed his life but at the requelt of the Gueen, and df 
the Princeſs her ſelf who interceded for it. Tis net 
above a week ſince he came out of Prifon, but whet 
he was fct at liberty Þ 
Court for ever, and from that time 
ſeen at /fſedon, This bufinefſs has made ſuch 2001 
at Court, that tiere is now no taik of 
and this is the frethe!t and moit, cor 
that1 can tell you thence, | found a marvciio;'s con 
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ton in this diſcourſe, and making no great account 
of the buſineſs of Cydarzs, I was ſo extreamly ſatis- 
kedto hear of my Princeſſes perſeverance in deſpi- 
ſing Ar ſ4comes his affection. I went on my journey 
the remainder of that day, and the next following. be- 
frethe Sun had run out haif his courſe, Ifrom a Hill 
iſcover'd the highe(t Towers of that molt precious 
City, where | had left the better part of my ſoul 
vith Berenice. Then I began to feel motions of a paſ- 
fon which ſeem d to have forſaken me for ever, me- 
thought l breath'd a ſweeter air than I was wont, and 
fortune, who by ſuch ſad eflects had declar'd her ſelf 


| focruel an enemy to our Houſe, was contented at 


that time to change her countenance in favour of me, 
andnot being able to reſtore me what ſhe had tak n 
away, was wiiling to ſweeten *my ſorrows with the 
mo gentle uſage I coul4 receive from her. It was 
hut juit, that he who had lojt ſo much, ſhould by her 
afitance keepthe only thing he had left,and the only 
thing which he preferred before all thoſe ſhe had un- 
jutly rob'd him of. 

[ was within two hundred furlongs of [ſed-7,when 
at the entrance into a wood which I was tv paſs 
through,I heard the ſound of many inſtruments uſual 
for the Chace ; and ſecing divers men paſs by at that 
tine, | learned fron them that the Kings was hunt- 
ingin that wood,and thathe was accompanied by the 
Queen and the Princeſs Beren:ce,who, becauſe it was 
avery fair day, had been deſirous to take their part 
efthat diverſion, At this news my heart leapt with- 
nme, not being able to hear ſpeak of my Princeſs 
vithoutan iaward diiturbance.nor to prepare my ſelf 
forthat fight without moſt paſſionate motions, Yet 
dd | doubt whether I ſhould go to the King while he 
was abroad there at his ſport, or whether, as I be- 
fore intended, I ſhould go unknown to Theod-ates his 
houſe, to pay my firit viſit to that generous friend, 
and learn of him upon what terms I {tood in Court, 
ad whether | might ſhew my ſelfthere with the ſafe- 
tyas before. At lalt I ſhould have followed that reſolu- 
ton,and I was going to proſecute my journey direct- 
ly toward the Town, when | was put befide it by a 
very remarkable accident; I faw a man all bioody 
come galloping full ſpeed toward me, and when he 
was within twenty paces of us, he fell ſrom his horſe, 
with all the ſigns of a man very near his end; Iran 
togive him ſome aſſiitance, but ſcarce had I begun to 
ſpeak to him when catting hi eyes upon us, ah! (cri- 
edhe)loſe no time here about me,for I am but a dead 
man, but if you te Scyrhians, or noble minded men, 
make haſte to ſuccour the Ring,who is yonder like to 
te murther'd, | 

No ſooner had I heard theſe words,but leaving that 
man to the care of one of mine. I ran as ſwiftly as 
follibly I could the ſame way that we had ſeen him 


wme ; Criron followed me with the ſame ſpeed, and 


tietwo Scythians, having left that dying man, would 
vt let me go without them. Before I had rode five 
{1x hundred paces there was no more need of a 
guide, and the cries heard directed me ſufficiently 
othe place; I ſought it by the noiſe among the 
Trees,and had not gone far, when coming to a part 
othe Wood where the Trees tood very thin, I was 
vneſſe ofa bloody and a pitiful ſpectacle; I ſaw a 
mallnumher of men, who incloſing the Prince inthe 
miſt of them, defended themſe'ves againft twice as 
mny with a mo{ invincible courage ; they had 
lain divers of their enemics, bpt the greater part 
of their companions lay Mreadyeat ping on the 
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ground, and they that remained endeavoured but in 
vain to prolong their deſtiny, and to lend their King 
an aſſiſtance, which had been utterly unprofitable if it 
had not given us leiſure to come up to his relief. 
He had his ſword in his hand, wherewith he defend- 
ed himſelf with a great deal of courage, but his ſer- 
vants put themſelves between him and danger, as 
likewiſe did thoſe of Arſucomes and Theodates, who 
being unarm'd as well asthe King, fought very vali- 
antly to fave his life. I had hardly caſt mine eyes up- 
on that Combat, when knowing the party I ought to 
take, I fell in among the enemies with a fury-which 
proceeded from a quite different cauſe than the little 
valour the gods had given me ; And indeed it produ- 
ced effects infinitely above my forces, and at my firſt 
coming into the fight I ſcarce gave any blow that 
made nota mortal wound ; they that were with me 
ſeconded me with ſo much courage, that the half 
vanquiſhed Scy:hians recovered ſpirit by theirexam- 
ple, and began to make their Enemies doubt of 
the iſſue of the buſine(ſe. It quickly gr.w more: e- 
qual than it was at our arrival, and the number of 
thoſe murtherous Traitors was in a ſhort time lefſen- 
- by the death: of ſome of the forwardeit amongſt 
tnem, | 
Their Head, who perceived that change, would 
have animated them by his voice,and by his example, 
but he was able todo no great matter, and I having 
known him by many tokens, ſoughthim inthe midlt 
of his men, and in ſpight of all the obſtacles where- 
withthey oppoſed my paſſage, I got to him, and to 
his misfortune my ſword met ſo luckily with a place 
unguarded by his Arms, that at the firſt thruft it ran 
clear through his body, and made him tumble dead 
amongitthe horſes feet. His fall did ſo diſcourage thoſe 
of his party, that they no longer thought of any thing 
but defending themſelves, and that they did fo ill, that 
the victory over them was not difficult; for 4rſ.co- 
mes ani Theodates, though they were wounted, clo- 
fins up to me, with Shields wherewith they defenJed 
themſelves for want of other Arms,and being ſecond- 
cd by all the Scythians, in wirom that alteration had 
wrought a marvellous confidence, we forc'd them 
in the end td quit the fiel3, and to ſcek for that ſafety 
by Flight, which they no longer could find by their 
R:i1tance. | 
I then turn'd me about toward the King, uncertain 
whet!er I ſhould proſecute our victory, or run to 
him ; but he put me quickly out of that irreſolution, 
by crying, Valiant man, you yet have conquered 
butiin part, and unleſs you alſo ſave the Queen and 


- Princeſs, you have done nothing for my ſafety. Theſe 


words went ſo near to me, that I felt my ſtrength al- 
mott redoubled by them, and ſeeing that the King 
himſelf ran toward the place where he defir'd we 
ſhould ſuccour thoſe dear perſons, I caſt my eye up- 
on the ableſt of thoſe Horſes that walk'd about us 
without their Riders, and feeling my own begin to 
fail, as wel] through wearineſs, as ſome wounds he 
had receiv'd,l alighted haſtily,and leaping upon the 0- 
ther, ran with ſuch ſpeed after the King, that I had' 
quickly over-taken him. My love guided ie ſo fa- 
vourably, that I ſoon diſcover'd the Chariot, about 
which there had been a ftont and bloody Combat; all 


they of the Guard wereſlain at theBoots of it,not ha- 


vings aban/on'd their Princefſcs but: with their lives, 
and thoſe barbarous enemies were pullins them vio- 
lently out of the Chariot, .,O gods! how infinitely 
cid rage tranſport me, wien I ſaw my Trincefs in the 
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power of a man, who,carrying her awayin ſpite of her 
cries and her reſiſtances, would have delivered her 
into the arms of another that was very well arm'd and 
bravely mounted; certainly all the words in the 
wor'd are not ſufficient to repreſent my fury, and I 
was ſo animated by that fight, that all the enemies 
forces were not able to reſiſt me, 1 flew molt impe- 
tuouſly at thoſe two men, but having my ſword up to 
ſtrike at him that held my Princeſs, the fear I had of 
wounding her made me with-hold my blow,and turn- 
ing towards him that was ready to receive her, I 
brought down my ſword ſo forcibly upon his arms, 
which he had ſtretched forth towards her, that they 
fell both together from his body to the ground ; His 
companion, ſeeing him receive that ſtroak, and fear- 
ing ſuch another,quitted the Princeſs, but ſcarce had 
' hedisburthen'd himſelf of that glorious weight,when 
he was alſo disHurthen'd of his head, which with a 
back b'ow | made cask and all to roul between the 
Chariot wheels. After this execution, I fell in among 
the re{t with a ſucceſs but little different, while the 
King coming to joyn with us,as alſu Arſ/zcomes, and 
all the Scythians that were left of the former fight, 
brought terrour to thoſe villains, a'ready half defeat- 
ed by the death of their Leaders, and by the loſs of 
their companions. They no longer made any conſi- 
rable reſiſtance,and very few of them eſcaped our juſt 
reſentments. 

As ſoon as we had no more enemies to hght with 
all, I turned to that illuftrious company, all ſtained 
with blood, and in an equipage which ( as my 
Princeſs was pleaſed to ſay ) for all it was terrible, 
had ſomething in it not unpleaſing to her ; I conſulted 
a while with love and decency, whether I ſhoul:i run 
firſt to the King,or to my Princeſs ; but love,though 
the more powerful, was content for its own intereſt 
to yield todecency, and found its advantage more in 
concealing, than in declaring it ſelf ſo publickly. 
Scarce had I turn'd my Horſe to goto the King,when 
I ſaw him come forward to meet me with all that 
wereabout him : Whoſoever thou art ( cried he ) O 
our va.iant Proteltor, '115 to you we ome our lives,and 
you have won them to your ſelf with ſo matchleſs a va- 
loar, and ſogreat ageneroſity, that though you ſhould 
be born our ſubjett, you ought tobe the Maſter of them 
for ever. ; 

Inſtead of anſwering theſe words,] leap'd from my 
Horſe, and caſt my ſelf at the Kings feet ſo ſuddenly, 
that he could not poſſibly hinder me; and had no ſoon 
er pull'd off my Cask but my face was known by the 
King and the whole company : The King was won- 
der-ſtrucken, that he went back a ſtep or two, and 
then preſently coming to me again with open arms 
O Arſaces (cried he) O Arſaces, and without ſay- 
any thing more at that time, he embraced me with 
ſuch affeRion, that I eaſily ſaw my abſence had aba- 
red nothing of that he formerly had honoured me 
withall. ZBerenice hath fince confeſſed to me, that ſhe 
was fain to uſe a very violent conſtraint upon her ſelf, 
in that ſudden ſurpriſe,and that by my good ſortune,l 
had part enough in her favour to give her motions of 
joy in that encounter, which it was very hard for her 
to difſemble ; yet did ſhe ſmoother it with much ado, 
and following the Queens example,ſhe contented her 

ſelf with teſtifying her acknowledgments in the ſame 
' manner. 

, But ſcarce was 1 got free of the King, when Theo- 
dates,making his paſſage through all the reſt, came to 


give me, and to receive embraces, which ſhew'd the 
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company the nearneſs of that friendſhip whereyigh 


. we were linck'd together. Arſacomes, who ag well 


as the reit, was obliged to me for his own ſafety, ang 
for the Queen his ſitters, forced his inclinations that he 


might not appear ingrateful; and when the King hag - 


allow'd every body liberty to welcome me, he came 
to me again himſelf, and re-iterating his favours, 1; 
was impoſſuble (ſaid he) by the miracles you had done 
for our preſervation, that you ſhould be other than þg. 
ſaces, or elſe ſome god ; ſach prodigious effelts of ys 
lour can find no exam, le;but in what you bave dune fur 
15 already; yet ſince we have deſtined to owe our lives 
to ſome body, 1 praiſe the gods that *t1s to my aear Ar. 
ſaces, to whom we may be indebted for them with 
ſhame or trouble, 

I had been filent during all the Kings obliping worgg 
and endearments, but as ſoon as it was time ior me 


to ſpeak, Stir, (ſaid I) yur May: jiy ors ror bny s. 


value upon an ation, which I was too pow:r} +/'; 1, 
gaged ro do, both by the remembrance of your fair; 

and by the conſideration of my honour ; i were wich 
blame if 1 ſhould rhir:? 1 had done any thing ia thepre- 
ſervation cf your Majeſties life, "tis to your own valor 
you owe it, and tothe goa; to whom it ts too der i lt 
it be loſt; andif they were jleaſed I ſhould be fo bappy 
as to be one amon? yolurfervants for the drfeating if 
Jour enerics,'ts exclyTthatbave the whole obligation 


ad 


to them.as for the moſt gloriom favour they can ever ts 
me. Forbear (repiicd the King) to rob Arſcces of 
what 1s due to hum alone,we ſhould uct now have been 
alive but for your aſſiſtance, and I find as much ſat 
fettionir avowing it, as 1 jhould ao ſhame if I neglet- 
ed oblizations of this nature ; I wiil acknowledee them 
with all my affettion, and with all wy power, andif 
ever the King of Scythia be incratefal toward Arſaces, 
I would have him paſs thronch the whote world for the 
mot unworthy man upon earth, The King accomps- 
nied theſe words with many others to the ſame pur- 
poſe, and after all the company had ſeconded him, 
both in his kindneſſes and praiſes, he commandedthe 
dead bocies to be view'd, to the end they mi-:'it ſeeif 
they could diſcover who they were that had been his 
enemies. 

Amonsglt the firſt whoſe faces they look'd upon,there 
were found ſome whom they knew to have belong 
to Cydars, and the King himſelf being come cloſe to 
him whoſe arms I had cut off, while he unworthily 
ſtretched them forth to take my Princeſs, knewhim 
to be Bandanzs the brother of that parricide : He 
was not yet quite dead, and as ſoon as he per- 
ceivd the King to be near him, he called togetherthe 
remainder of his forces,and preventing the queſtions 
that were going to be ask'd him, 1f Cydaris be ſlaw 
(faid he) [keep him company without tr: uble, and die 
wiilingly for him, 4s he does fur Berenice, and 
for the reparation of his hanour, He to puniſ 
the affront that had been done to him would have 
kilPd a Kings that had uſed vim unworthily, and to 
content his paſſion he would have carried away the 
Princeſs ; I ſerved him in his laſt deſign, while be 
was attewpiing the former : We have yet another 
brother who will revenge cur death, if he have ai) 
conrage, and if be be ſo baſe as to ſit down with it, bt 
deſerves that you ſhou d pour forth. all thoſe reſent 
ments upon bim which you have conceived agatl 
#4, 

Bandamis ended his life with theſe words, and 

the King, who from the beginning had imagin'd the 


truth of this adventure. could not but admire A 
reſo- 
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reſolution of thoſe deſperate wretches. Cydaris's 
was found amonslt thoſe of his party, and the 
princeſs expreſſed a great deal of trouble for hav- 
been the cauſe, though innocently, of the death 
of ſo many men, and of the danger her father had 
in, Intne meantime, we were inviron'd by a 
-hrong of. thoſe whom the noiſe of this accident had 
wrawn from /ſc4o7, and one may truly ſay, the 
vhok Town was almoit empty irom the very mo- 
mentthat news came thither ; all the people came 
1nd caſt themſelves at the Kings feet with tears of 

oy, and by his command they all came afterward 
zo proſtrate themſelves before ime, and to do me ho- 
nours as a man ſent by the gods, or as the protect- 
ng Angel of Scyrbia, When many things had paſ- 
ed, which I am not able to tell you by reaſon of 
kcir length and confuſion, we took our way toward 
the City, and allithe while we were going, the King 
dd nothing but embrace me, and ask me the par- 
icularities of my voyage. I anſwered thoſe queſti- 
ans as I had before reſolved to do, and though the 
remembrance of our ruin d family could not come 
into my mind, without drawing fighs from me, 1 
diſembled my griefs as well as poſſibly I could, and 
attribiited my long abſence to the Captivity in which 
Iwas detained by Ar:mbas, Yet was not the King 
fo wholly taken up with me, but thathe took care 
of Arſacomes, who was wounded 'n two places; 
my dexr T neodates aiſo had ſome inurts, but none 
that were at all dangerous. All the time I had free 
durin2the way, I ſpent with ata, to whom ina few 
words I gave account of the deplorable ſucceſs of 
ny Voyage. As I could not make him that recital 
without tears, ſo neither could he hear it without 
ſhedding ſome, and he ſolemnized our misfortunes 
with all the Gigns of grief I could demand f:om a true 
and perfect friend. I dur{t not make my addreſſes to 
my Princeſs in the Queens preſence, fearing that 
company ſhould obſerve alterations in my counte- 
nance, which might give ſome notice of my paſſi- 
on, As ſoon as we were come to the City, we 
found all the people that were left in it in the {treets, 
comming to meet the: King, and preſently they be- 
2nto make Bonfires in every place, and tooffer ſa- 
cifices and thankſgiving for his ſafety in all the 
Temples. The King would reeds have a lodging 
appointed for me in his Palace, but for the remain- 
Ger of that day I retir d to Theodates's houſe, to ſa- 
tsfie the deſire I had to embrace him at liberty, to 
finiſh the account I had begunto give him of my jour- 
ney, and to receive particular information of all paſ- 
ſages concerning my Princeſs, and how I ſtood in 
her favour at that time. He ſatisfi'd my curioſity to 
the full; and afſur'd me, that during my abſence, 
he had not found the leaſt change in her affection, 
Tis true, Sir, (ſaid he) ſhe complain'd often of your 
want of care to let her hear -from you, and often te- 
ſtit'd tome, but with anextraordinary trouble,how 
muth ſhe fear*d you had forgotten her, I put her 
out of thoſe apprehenſions as well as poſſibly I could 
but at laſt I ſhould have had much ado to find reaſons 
to juſtifie you, if ſhe had not heard of the lamenta- 
ble end of the King your father, and of the total 
ruine of your Houſe How dceply was ſhe con- 
cern'd in that woful ſtory, and how many tears did 
ſhe beftow, both on the misfortunes of Darips, and 
0n the fears of your being periſh'd with hi ! Ah ! 
would it had pleaſed the gols I had, (frycdT) not 
- beingable to hear of that diſcourſe without beivg 
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aſham'd, and tranſported ; but within a while after 
I repented my ſelf, and believing that wiſh offended 
my Princeſs, No, ( faidI again) I ought not to de- 
fire death, fince I ought to live for Berenice, nor 
can I without offending her attempt or defire any 
thing againſt a life whereof I have reſerv'd no pow- 
er to my ſelf.* After theſe words I lent my atten- 
tion again to the advantageous report he made me of 
my Princeſſes remembrance; but I was not a littlc 


attoniſhed, when after that, he to'd me news of 


Prince Oroondates.. Sir, ( ſaid he) the King, ſince 
you went away, has heard part of his ſons adven- 
tures, he knows the abode he made with the King 
your father, his love to the Princeſs your ſiſter, and 
tie moſt remarkable accidents that have befall'n him 
ſince his departure.” He got this intelligence by ſome 
Spies he kept longin Perſia, and ſhew'd moſt vio- 
lent reſentments at the news, but his anger was rai- 
ſed to the utmoſt height, when he learn'd, that he 
had ſent to make Levies upon the frontiers of this 
Kingdom, and that with them he had fought in the 
laſt Battel, He proteſted publickly that he would 
not pardon him thoſe infidelities, ſo it was he call'd 
t:e Princes aCtions, and I think that the Queen who 
upon the incertainty of his life was already forming 
pretenſions for her children, if the gods ſhould give 
her any, did not diſſwade him from that reſolution. 
In this diſcourſe of Theodares, I found both matter 
of joy and of affliction, for as | with much content- 
ment receiv'd ſome aſſurances of my dear brothers 
life. and of the affeQion which he {till preſerv'd unto 
our family, even in its lateſt miſeries, ſodid I with a 
great deal of ſorrow lcarn, that the. King perſiſted 
itill in his hatred to us, and foreſaw the difficulties it 
would produccin the reconciliation I ſo earneſtly de- 
ſired. Then Theodates entertain'd me with Arſaco- 
nes's perſecutions, abetted by the Queens authority, 
who making that ill uſe of the Kings paſſion to her, 
aſſiited her brother openly in that deſign, but with ſo 
little ſucceſs in ſoliciting the Princeſs, that it did no- 
thing but increaſe the averſion which ſhe had already 
to A: ſacoxes, and which ſhe expreſs'd to him upon 
all occaſions. After this long converſation, I let 
Theodates take his reſt by reaſun of his wounds, 
and having paſſed the night on this manner, and im- 
patiency on my part, which is not eafie for me to 
repreſent, I was no ſooner up in the morning 
but I had a mind to go to the Palace there to 
watch ſome opportunity of ſeeing and diſcourſing 
with my Princeſs. Theodates, who knew how ne- 
ceflary he ſhould be to me in that butincſs, would 
needs accompany me thither for all his wounds, 
which as light asthey were, might have been ſuffici- 
cnt to have kept him a few days in bed. Fortune 
wasas favourable to me as I could dcfire, for I was 
hardly upon the ſtairs, when Cyllenia, who itaid 
for me at that paſſage, feigning ſome occaſion to talk 
with Theodates, told him, that when I had waited 
upon the King and Queen, the Princeſs would ex- ' 
pet me without any other company but her, in the 
ſame Arbour of the Garden, where I had given her 
the firſt knowledge of my true name and quality. 
Theodateshaving deliver*d me this command.1 [trove 
to make my vifits as ſhort as poflibly | could ; ſcarce 
had I receiv'd the Kings brit kind ſalutes, when he 
fell into the diſcourſe of the Prince his fon : Would 
you believe, (ſaid he) A /aces,that that ſon to whom 
I have born fo tender an affection, and in whom, up- 
on v:ry falſe appearances, I had grounded all my 
hopcs, 
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' hopes would have abandon'd me in my mot preſſing 
affairs, onely to go over to my enemies party * that 
he ſhould have fought againit us with his own hand, 
in a Battel where I was in perſon ? that he ſhon'd 
have ſued to Dar: his daughter by baſe ways, and 
ſuch as are unworthy of his quality ? and that he 
ſhould have Leen fo inſolent as to raiſe forces in my 
Dominions in favour of my mortal enemy * Sir,( an- 
ſwered ) theſe faults indeed would be very great, 
if your Majeity did not allege an excuſe for them 
ger ſelf, and if you knew not very well that love 
15 able to produce much itranger effects. There1s 
© nothing but love without queſtion that can excuſe 
the Prince your ſon in what he has done again!t you ; 
but meer generoſity was enough to move him to 
affiſt Darius againit Alexander, and your Majeity 
may very well pardon him, if he in favour of a poor 
oppreſſ'd Prince, made uſe of ſume of your forces 
againit the enemy of the whole world. Alexander 
is more dreadful to all Kings than Darizs was, for, 
after having made himſelf Maſter of all thoſe Terri- 
tories that were his, he will certainly invade yours, 
and labour to extend his Dominion over all the 
earth, 
I know very well ( replied the King )that vouare 
noble and generous. but 0r0ondares 1s nt the leis 
faulty becauſe you have the goodneſs to excuſe, and 
he by his deportments has readr d himſelf uuworthy 
of the care you take for his juititication, Ithought 
it not beſt to perſiit in oppoſing the firit Erunt of the 
Kings diſpleaſure,hoping tha: time would have more 
power to qua'ifie it than all the reaſons I could have 
alleg'd, and therefore I ſaid no more, tut went t-: 
wait upon the Queen, who receiv'd me with great 
civilities an teltimonies of acknowledgment for 
what I had done for her. an4 for her brother ; and 
when I was come out of the chamber. I got looſe from 
all thoſe that accompanied us, and with no body but 
Theodates went down intothe Garcen, where | was 
expected by my molt adored Princeſs. | will not 
ſtand to repreſent the effects which the hope of ſo 
near a happineſs produc d in me, nor my impattency 
while I was going through the Alleys which lead me 
to that Arbor where all my wealth was treaſur'd up. 
You ſhall onely know that I came thither, and that ] 
found my Princeſs there according to her promiſe, 
having no body with her but Cy {en:4; you may ima- 
gine, that the firſt thing I did was to catt my ſelf at 
her feet, and that the tranſport of my paſſhon tied 
my tongue too faſt to afford me the liberty to ſpeak 
of a great while, My Princeſs brok filence firit, and 
conſtrained meto riſe and to fit down by her. The 
gods be praiſed ( ſaid ſhe with tears, which a gene- 
rous compaſſon drew from her fair eyes ) the gods 
be praiſed, ſince after ſo many fears, and ſo many 
mortal apprehenſions, they ſuffer me again to behold 
the deareſt remainders of Dari his family ; I with 
I were able with the better part of my blood to br.ng 
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Them back again from the grave,whom the wrath of | 
Heaven hath taken away,and whoſe loſs (perchance) 
hath not coſt me fewer tears than the Princeſſes your 
filters: but fince I can do nothing for Them but make 
unprofitable wiſhes, I receive my dear Arſaces 
with as much thankfulncſs as I owe to thoſe powers 
that have reſtored him to me, and in his perſon alone, 
I without murmuring limit all the pretenſions I had 
to the greateſt Prince of all the world. 

My Princeſs brought forth theſe words with fo 


ſweet an air, and fo full of compaſſion, that they 
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wrought an extraordinary tenderneſs in me,&thouph 
in thoſe glorious moments, my ſad remembran* 
were nor able to intcrrupt my felicity, I could : 
forbear with my ſighs to accompany thoſe tears th 
pity made her ſhed, and taking the liberty tofix n 
lips upon one of her fair hands; I have loft ng. 
thing, Madam, (faidI ) Ihavelott nothing, finge 
Fortune, in depriving me of all that depended Upon 
her, has not been able to rob me of what] Without 
compariſon prefetre before all ſhe could poſſibly Live 
me. 

Tis true that Darius and the Queen my mother 
are in their graves; that my fitters are A.exander; 
Captives that my fathers Pominions are in the poy. 
cr of our Enemies ; and that he, who at his departure 
was able to proteſt to you that you were ſerv'dhy 
a Prince who was heir to a conſiderable Empire. 
not now appear before + ou as other than as a Prince 
diſpoſſcſſed of his inheritance,and as aPrince to whom 
fortune hath left nothing but his Sword and his Amhj. 
tion; but how light are all theſe loſſes, fince they 
have not been able to make me loſe the affeQions of 
my divinelt Princeſs, and how l:ttle ought I to be: 
wail thoſe Empires the gods have taken from me, if 
[ conſider what your goodneſs has conſerved for 
me? | 

Yes, Madam,'tis to your goodneſs alone that Iam 

indebted for my life and forture;and any other body, 
leſs good,and lefs generous than your ſelf, would not 
have look'd upon this change of my condition wit-out 
a change in her own thoughts ; nor have receiv's this 
miſerable Exile, asa Prince, who yet may cheriſh 
his former glorious hopes. I conſider you a great 
deal ore by your vertue, (replied the Princeſs) and 
by the qualities of your perſon, than by the extent 
of thoſe Empires, which heretofore were the King 
your fathers, and if the knowledge of your birth was 
neceſſary to make me approve of your affedti- 
on, that 1s not loſt with your Dominions, nor has 
Fortune depriv'd you of any thing that made me love 
you. | 

That change would be too baſe to ſtick one min- 
ute in my conceit,or to be ſo much as dream'd of by 
Oroondates his liter ; therefore never make any re- 
flection upon a thought that offends ime, and ifin my 
perſeverance, you can find any matter of conſolation, 
believe that you ſhall for ever have reaſon to be com- 
forted ; and that I tomy grave will preſerve thoſe w- 
clinations, which only Artaxerxes his Perſon, and 
not the conſideration of his Kingdoms, has introduc'd 
into my heart. I was ſo ſweetly charm d with theſe 
obliging words,that they in an in{taht made me loſe 
the remembrance of my misfortunes, and falling once 
again at my Princeſſes fect, I embraced her knees, 
with Raptures which cannot be expreſſed but in the 
like occaſions, 

Let Alexander triumph over our patrimony; 
(ſaid I) let him itretch his Dominions over all Aſa, 
nay, over all tie earth ifhe will, how little doi e- 
ſteem his Conqueſts, how lightly do I value his for- 
tune, in compariſon of mine, and hw freely do 
vive up to him all that he has un;uſtly taken from mc, 
provided he leave me but Bererice ? my conditio 
15a thouſand times more glorious at her feet, than 
upon that Throne from whence mine Encmies have 
cat me; and if I ever take up arms againſt them, 
ſhall be cnly to revenge my friends, and to make my 
ſelf more worthy of my Princeſſes affeicns. 1 ſhould 
Fave ſaid more, if Be: ezice, forcing me once yy 
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h. 
- riſe, bad not interrupted me, to put me Upon the | I ſaw her fo neaVy ronch'd rhat l thereby ely'd 
ot diſcourſe of waat I nad done the Cay octore for ; no light marks of that affection, which from thence 
lat her deliverance, an1 for the ſafety o: tne King her | lorward was19 inake up my whole foftute, and.be 
ly fther, She extoil'd that Action in terms iull of a | to me inthe liead of Parents,of Empires apdeof what- 
0. BW oreat acknowledgoment, and fleeing {ic was going | icever the .nger of Heaven had taken from me. Ar/a- > 
ce to infarge ner ſelf in cnanks, Ceale, Madam, ( latd | ces was 1n this part of his itory,when the Prancels Ba, <® 
00 | ) ceatc to thank Ares, for wnat ne Gta for At - re nice, accompanted with Ape41tcs, Ge Cirg eee < 
u W (es; Tis for Arſocomes to return me fome few | Into the chamber, They that kept the dot 
ve | thanks for hisfatety, ris for Srratorzce, and for the | Tent, knew very well that Princeſs was non 
King to preſerve fome memory of it, but -«-eatce | prehendedin the Order which had been given. t] on) 
er 55 no Way ingaged to me, ſave only by that part j and of thoſe three perſons there was not one tits 
W which her goodneſs makes her taxe 11 my intere!ts, | could be thought untit to hear Ar/aces higeiſcol 
v- MW for what I have done to my own advantage. *Twas | As ſoon ast'ey entred, the Princes who wike.! 
re only from Arſices, that C:aarz would have ſtelaa- | by Arſaces his bedfide, rofe up to ſalute thertyy ca 
by way BereniCes and ſince that the approves my hopes, | the two wounded ones recciv'd them with a 015k 
n- MW only for Ar/uces rhat | have reſcued her, "that | dealof joy, the motions whereof nevertheleſs were 


& | (worthy Rival oughtnot to have dyed by any other | a little differe;.t. Arſzccs could not ſeMiis Prin- 
m © hand bur mine, and if my Princeſs ought to keepany | ceſs without ſome inward alteration, or rather with- 
di- Y other remembrance of this 4dventure, tis only that | out fome kind of tranſport, and Berenice could nat 
of BE fhefaw Arſaces do better than Arfucomes, for the | beho'd Arſaces in a much better ſtate of health than 
of MW gefence of his pretenſions, and forthe ſafety. of the | ſhe had hoped for in fo ſhort time, without ſhewing 
e& © King her Father;it would have bcen one of the molt | ſome ſigns of ſuch a contentment, as a bare good 
it ſenfible vexations I could have ſuffer'd (ſaid the Prin- | will is not able to produce. When ſhe had like- 
or | cs) if the ſu-cour we receiv'd from you had come | wiſe receiv'dan aljurance from the Princes months, 

from the hand of A-ſucomes, *Tis only to Arrax- | of the ameniment of their wounds, ſhe ſate down, 
m MW exe; that 1 wiil be ovlig'd, both for the ſafety of wy | and Apari, and Clone with her, upon feats that 
Þ © friends, and of niine own particular life, 1 fay my | were brought them. Perenice was goins to fall in- 
ot FF life, for thouzh perchance thoſe Enemies had no ce- | to ſome ciſcourſe, when the Prince her brother, not 
ue fignagainit it, I ſhould account it anintitterent thing | being willing to be diverted from their former enter- 
's F tofall intothe arms of Deith,or intozhe arms of any | tainment, oppoſed ker intention. $iſter, (faid he) 
hn Y other beſides Arraxerves, I give you this afſurance | content your ſelf that the troubleſome paſſage you 
i B yith truth, { confkued the Princeſs, ſecins me | fo much apprehended, has been related in your ab- 
d F tranſported with oh this diſcourſe) and you have | ſence, and that we have heard you have lov'd, with- 
it FF reaſon to believe, that 'tis only for your ſelf alone | out your being put to the pain to tell itus. Fear not 
5 | that you have reſcued Bererice z nay further, I will | ſiter, ( continued he, ſeeing Berenice's face o'r- 
Ss IF protelt to you by all that is-deareit to me, that the ſpread at theſe words witha glowing colour) you 
- F forrows which your abſence, the fear of thoſe dan- | wou!d have more cauſe to bluth if one could reproach 
S FF gers into which you were going to precipitate your | you with having been ſo blind, as not to know the 
© IF felf, and the news of your loſſes: have made meſuſ- | admirable qualtties of this Prince, with having been 

fer, could not” be cqual'd, except by the joy 1re- | ingrateful for the obligations we haveto him, and in 
- FE} ccivdat your Return ; but a Return which you have | ſhort, with having been able to.ſee, and know Ar- 
/ © made remarkable bya icrvice the King can never | 74rerxes without loving him. Do not hinder us 
- © forget, and which mult of neceſſity itifle in his breaſt | from hearing the reſt of his Adventures,and heark- 
/ I the hatred he bears your Family, if he be not the | en to the ſhare you have in them without interrupt- 
, © moſt obdurate, and the molt ingrateful of ail men | ingus. Arſaces accompanied theſe words of Orooz- 


- If living. The Princeſs accompanicd theſe words with | 42:c5 with a moſt humble and beſceching look,which 
F I many others, which 1 could not anſwer but with | ſeem'dto bes pardon of his Princeſs, for the conteſ- 
d FI tranſport and extaſie : and after this firſt converſati- | ſion he had made to the company of the affection ſhe 
d I on, ſhe needs would have me give her an account | bore him, and ſeeing that they were all ſettled again 
© I oimy Voyage, and make her the Recital of all that | infilence, and that they diſpoſed themſelves to at- 
* | fadbefallin me fince my departure. I obeyed her | tention, he went on with his diſcourſe thus, 

-  punctually, and in the ſad pafſages of my Narration, | 

j 
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T is true my faireſt Princeſs,that being oblig'd to 
this Recital by the command of my dear Brother 

L have declared to this illuitrious company the 
teitimonies you gave me of your affection ; but 
they are not ignorant that 'twas to the remembrance 
of Oroondates, you granted what could never be 
due to the ſervices, or perſon of Artaxerxes, and 


that your inclination to a Brother ſo worthy of your . 


love, made you look upon the paſſion of his dear 
friend and brother, more advantageouſly than you 
would have done upon that of the Prince of Perſre. 

The figns I recciv'd of the continuance of my 
Princeſſes good will, (purſued Arfaces turning to- 
ward 0r00rndates, and the reſt of the company) were 
ſo precious to me, that I really belicv'd | had no 
reaſon to complain againit heaven, which did fo fully 
recompenſe me for the loſs of thoſe Empires it had 
depriv'd me of; and being by my Princeſſes orders 
retired with this knowledge, to the lodgings that 
were appointed for me in the Palace, I cmploy'd 
the reſt of that day, in conſidering that the greatneſs 
from whencel was fallen, had not in its moſt pompous 
I{tre,had any thing comparable to my preſent felici- 
ty. Ir belongs tonone but the gods,( ſaid I) to do mi- 
raculous Actions, and as great, and powerful as 
they are, they covld not make me amends for the 
greatneſs of my lofles, but by the greatneſs of that 
fortune to which they now have raiſed me ; having 
taken from me whatſoever they could pive me of 
molt great, and of molt beauriful, and in ſhorr, 
they give me whatſoever they could take away, 


' they give meall that I could delire, and more than 
1 cou'd lawfully hope for ; ler them beſtow the Em- 


piresof .5/i4, and of Europe on whom they pleaſe, 
provided they leave but Beren:ce to fortunate -- r- 
ſaces, he never will accuſe them of injuſtice, but 


will without envy behold the abſolute Authority of 


thoſe Maſters of the whole Earth. Theſe really 
were my thoughts, and Fortune (who by ſuch glo- 
rious tokens mace me believe ſhe meant to declare 
her ſelf in my favour,) forſook me not in thoſe be- 
ginninss. but made all things contribute to the hap- 
pincſle ſnc had procured me. That ſervice I had done 
the King, finding him prepoſſeſſed with ſome good 
opinion of me, and with ſome affection to me, 


wrought preſently the moſt powerful effeR one 
could have hoped for by it, from the molt grateful 
Prince in the world;andif at my former Voyagel had 
been held in ſome conſideration at Court, this la 
Action , added to the inclination which the Kin 

had alrcadv toward me, raiſed me there to ſuch a 
credit, that to repreſent it to you in a few words, [ 
may truly ſay, that within one month, Arſacones 
had no advantage over me; and had it not been for 
the power of the Queen, I ſhould without diſpute 
have held the firſt place inthe Kings eſteem and af. 
fection. *Tis true, Ilabour'd not to make my ſelf 
great by Ofi:ces, and employments, for, having 
thoughts very far diſtant from thoſe, I was ſatisfied 
with caufir:g that to be given to others (as much asl 
cou'd without abuſing the Kings favour towards me) 
which men who had been ſlaves to an Ambition dif 
ferent from mine, would perchance have kept for 
their uwn felves. This manner of carriage, added 
to the good fortune I had at that time, £ain'd mea 
reaſorable good number of fricnds inthe Court, and 
I did fo little treſpaſs upon their frieniſhip, or upen 
the compliance which the eſtate of my conditiono- 
blig*d them to render me, that amongit themall, I 
never obſerv'd any one to grow cold toward me, of 
diſcontented, Arſacomes envied my fortune, buthe 
durſt not croſs it openly, remembring that ke was 
indebted ro me for his life ; and the Queen his ſiſter, 
who had the ſame obligation, and who was anex 
treme cunning and politick Princeſs, would not 
thwart the Kings inclinations, which ſhe knew to 
be very potent toward me. As Arſacomes's envy 
of me was nouriſh'd in him by certain conſiderations; 
ſo my averſion to him was increaſed by divers& 
thers; and though I could not love him, becauſe he 
was my Rival, and a Rival very troubleſome to my 
Princeſs, yet durit I not expreſs my enmity, for 
fear of diſcovering the cauſe of it; ard 'twas witha 
ſtrange conſtraint I ſuffer'd his daily, publicl demot- 
{trations of love to the davphter of his Kirs, I found 
ſome conſolation indeed in ter behavicur towards 
him, and every day obferv'd with joy, thar his pre- 
ſumprton could not be more juſtly recompenicdthan 
it was by her, She never gave him an obliging word 
ſhe never did any Action that was favorable to Him 
a 
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ind ſo carefully avoided all occaſions of being alone 
with him, that he could. never entertain her but in 
company 3 he vcing 0: a havghty,impetuous humour, 
this ofren made him overihoot himſelf, but not ha- 
vins utterly loit his judgement,he [trove to moderate 
his Reſentments by his ſnters advice, and remem- 
bring he was the King of Scyrh:a's ſubject, he confi- 
lered, that if the cauſes of his fortune ſhould came to 
eaſe, he might fall from his Authority, and be in a 
condition toſuffer the puniſhment due to his infolence, 
The Example of Cydaris was freſh in his memory, 
1nd though he could not abafe himſelt fo low as to 
fear a deitiny like his, yer that remembrance was c- 
nough to make ſome impreſſion in his mind, Though 
Arſacomes was ill ſatisned with Beremice, I for my 
tt had all manner of reafon to acknowledge her 
neſs, and ſince ſhe gives me leave, toitrain a 

int of diſcretion, to publiſh my Advantages, | may 
tell you that | never wiſh'd more happineſs than I 
truly poſſeſſed at that time, and that my adored 
Princeſs did in my favour, ſlacken the Reign to all 
thoſe teſtimonies of affection I could defire from fo 
fblime a virtue. Yet were they all Itmited tu words 
clone, and to the endeavours ſhe uſcd to afford me 
all the means ſhe could to ſee her, and diſcourſe 
with her at liberty. | 
That was not very hard for her todo: for in the 
condition I then food with the King, and 1n the belief 
the Scych1av1s had, that ſhe was oblig'd to me tor her 
pety, and perchance {of her hono+:r, ſince the time 
tht I had reſcued her out of the hands of the trea- 
cerous Princeſs of the Tauro-Scythians, no body 
thought ſtrange that ſhe allow'd me cntrance into 
her Chamber, and ſuffer'd my company when ſhe 
vent ahroad. Cy!len:a aſnified me in thoſe vecaſions, 
vith an affection for which 1 {hall be indebted to her 


z$long as Ilive,and my dear T beodates had facrifized | 
| that Title without diſpute; for news came thither 


limſelf wholly to my intereſts. True it is, that in my 
Encounters I had indcavour'd to repay him part of 
thegood Offices I receiv'd from him,by others which 
[dit him to the Kings, and that I made that Prince bet- 
ter acquainted with his virtues, than he had been for- 
nerly; but beſides thoſe opportunities whereby I 
ſrove to teſtifie my friendſhip, another offer'd it ſelf, 
wherein 1 was not uſeleſs to him. He became paſ- 
lonatly in love with the Princeſs Theomirts, the 
dughter of Prince C.1rrhaſts the Kings brother, an 
ceeding fair and virtuous Lady, and moit dearly be. 
bd of Berenice, who beſides ncarneſs of blood, 
thought her ſelf oblig*d to bear her a vreat deal of 
wod will, by the knowledge ſhe had of her excellent 
Qulities. Theodarcs was not only conſiderable in 
Sythia by his birth and virtue, but was alſo extraor. 
dnary handſom, and well might gain the affeCtions 
that Princeſs, without any other affiitances ſave3 
thatof his own merit ; but I too dearly preſerv'd the 
memory of what I ow'd him, to neglect any occaſi- 
mtorequitc it, 2nd as ſoon as his paſſion was known 
bme, I imploy d all the credit I had with my Prin-. 
ls, to make her uſe all the intereſt ſhe had with 
Theomiris, Berenice receiv'd my interceſſion with- 
wt any repugnince, and being of her ſelf moit ready 
oblige Theodarcs, ſhe labour'd to advance his ſute 
vitha great deal of goodneſs, and with a great deal 
ſucceſs, In the mean timethe Kings favour to- 
Wards me, increaſed from day to day, and though 
te Prince was ever govern'd by his own motions, 
ather than by the counſel of any about him, and 
thenzver gave his favourite ſo much power over 
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his mind, but that he ever kept firm to his own Re- 
ſolutions, he ſeem'd then to have receded from his 
maxims in favour of me, and that even in the moſt 
important affairs, he had a greater opinion of my 
advice, than he had ever had of any other bodies. [ 


, will have the Scythians honour Arſaces, (ſaid he ) 


both as the braveſt, moſt valiant of all men living, 
(they were the terms which his affection made him 
unjuſtly uſe ) and as he to whom they ow the ſafety 
of their King, and of all the royal Family. Not be- 
ing contented with many conſiderable gifts, which 
he keap'd upon me every day, heto his former li- 
beralitics, and to the exceſſive Riches he had already 
beſtow d upon me, would needs add the Provinces 
which C:darz and his brother had loſt,when they loſt 
their lives, and which by their traiterous, horrible 
Attempt, return'd unto the Crown, their Attaindure 
having excluded all the Survivers of their Houſe, 
from any lawful pretenſions to them. I durſt not op- 
poſe his Liberalities, for fear of angringhim, and of 
giving him ſuſpicion of my true quality, by ſeeming 
to contemn them. He had oftentimes been offended 
with the little reckoning I made of Preſents of that 
nature, and by the advice of the Princeſs her ſelf, I 
would not put my ſelf in hazard of diſpleaſing him, 
Theedates conirm'd me in that Reſolution, and when 
he preſſed me moſt carneſtly to it, Dear Theodates © 
( ſaid I )I will not accept of this Province, but upon 
condition, that you will receive it from me when [ 
am once in a capacity to offerit you, and that ( con- 
tinued I ſmiling ) ſhall be the Ranſom of your Pri- 
ſoner, if the gods permit him not to ſatisfie you bet- 
ter. Theodates, who knew how to deſpiſe that kind 
of Riches, anſwered me very generouſly, and by the 
Kings Example, began tocall me the Prince of the 
T auro-Scythians ;, but they had hardly givenme that 
name, when it was known in Court, I ſhould not bear 


that Amzſis the younger brother to Cydarzs, and he 
with whom Bandams had threatned us when he died, 
had begun to execute part of thoſe menaces, and af- 

ter havins lien a while conceal'd in that Province, to 

make a party, whereby he pretended either to re- 

venge the death of his Brothers, or to keep poſſeſſion 

of thoſe Territories which had belong'd to his Fami- 

ly, he had at laſt. perſwaded the T auro-Scythians to 

riſe, and having under falſe and ſpecious pretences 

made their Neighbours the Agatirſtans take up 

Arms with them, had got an Army together of above 

fry thouſand men, wherewith he prepar'd himſelf 

to enter into the nearelt Provinces, either to get them” 
to revolt with him, or to uſe all Acts of Hoſtility a- 

Sain{t them. 

As ſoon as the noiſe of this inſurrection was come 
to Iſ/edon, and that the King had receiv'd the certain- 
ty of it, he without being troubled, began dili- 
gently to provide thoſe Remedies that were needful, 
and ſummoning the nearelt Troops, whereof he 
could compoſe an Army, was pleaſed that I ſhould 
have the honour to command them : not but that 
amons his own ſubjects he might have made a bet- 
ter choice, yet whether it were that his affeQion. 
to me gave him too advantageous an opinion of my 
ſufficiency, or that having given me that Province, 
he believ d me to be more concern'd in the preſer- 
vation of itthan any body elſe, ſoit is that he pre- 
ferr'd me for that imployment, before tho!e that ſued 
to him for it, 

I know not how to preſent to you in what manner I 
L 4-4 receiv d 
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receivd it. Onthe one fide, I was not a little ſatis- 
fied to find ſo remarkable an occaſion, to deſerve 
thoſe favours thcKing conferr'd upon meand to etta- 
bliſh my ſelf more and more, by the ſervices I hop'd 
to do him, in that affection which was ſo neceſſary 
for me, both toward the accompliſhment of my 
happineſs with Berenzce, and toward the means of 
recovering, - with part of mine honour, ſome part al- 
ſo of Dariz: his Empires ; bur on the other ſide I 
was not leſs afflicted to go from Beren:ce, and though 
I foreſaw not that that abſence would be of ſo long 
continuance as it prov'd, I could not reſolve upon it 
without a molt ſenſible grief. But there was a nece- 
ſſity of it, and in that ſorrow, I met with ſome conſo- 
lations, which did in part abate its violence, We 
ſhall fight for the Kiog of Scyrh:a, ( aid I) it has 
pleaſed Fortune that we have not been uſeleſs to his 
ſervice already, but when we ſhall have let him ſee 
how we can lead an Army for his intereſts perchance 
he will not refuſe to give us another for the defence 
of our own,and that by the importance of theſcrvices 
we ſhall do him, we may blot that hatred out of his 
mind, which itill continues in it againit the remnant 
of Darizs his Family. Go then Ar /a«ces, ſince ſo many 
Reaſons oblige thee to it, go conquer the re{t of theſe 
that wonld have murthered the King. and violently 
have jiollen away Z#e-enice; and if thou canit not 
part with that Princeſs without ſorrow, ſweeten at 
leaſt that ſorrow by the knowl dye thou hait, that 
thou art going to Fight for her Father, that thou art 
going to fight for Her,and that thou art going to Fght 
for thy ſelf, 

With this kind of diſcourſe I took comfort in the 
trouble which that abſence was preparing for me, 
and in the interim told the King that I would endea- 
vour by the hazard of all my bloud to make my ſelf 
worthy of the employment he gave me, and either 
would return victorious over his Enemies, or elſe 
not return at ali, I doubt not { ſaid the King | but 
that you are certain of the Victory, and that they 
muſt be neither Rebels nor Traitors that can refit 
the valour of Ar/aces. In the mean time,my departure 
was haſten'd with all poſſible diligence, and every 
day till then, I had the happineſs to ſee, and to enter- 
tainmy Princeſs. IfI dare take the liberty to ſay ſo, 
her grief ſeem'd little leſs than mine, nor did ſhe fee 
me, ready to go into dangers, without ſhewing 3 ſen- 
ſibility, thit was more ſweet, and more obliging to 
me, than all the honours and gifts of Provinces which 
I receiv'd fromthe King her father ; but ſhe found her 


conſolations in mine, when I repreſented thoſe Ad-. 


vantages to her, wherewith the cruelty of that, ab- 
ſence wasto be allayed. T heodates would not have let 
me go without him, but knowing his quality, and that 
after the employmcnts he had formerly had, he could 
not march in an Army without commanding it, or 
doing himſelf a great deal of wrong, I oppoſed his 
friendly intention, and intreated him to continne at 
Court to ſerve Theomire, and to ſerve me alſo with 
Berenice, ſince he was the only man from whom I 
could receive any afſiſtance in that buſineſs. They 
were theſe laſt conſiderations that made him yield to 
it, his friendſhip to me making him'deſpiſe the firit. 
The night beforemy departure being come, Irecciv'd 


—. 


Orders from the King, and took my leave of him, 
| you, and thatT ſhall be ſuſtciently afflicted by your 


which he gave me not without ſome tears, nor with- 


out ſuch Endearments, as thoſe that were neareſt to 
; the peril you are 1n. 


him could hardly hope for from him. Go, Arſaces, 


(ſaid he ) go quell our Enemies, reltore quietneſs to | 
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the Province which your vertue has given You, ang 
teſtific to the remotelt Scythians, that 'tis on:y to th 
gallanteſt of ali mortals, their King is indebteg fr 
his ſafety. Yet have a care of a life whichis very Fa 
to us, and think not ſo much of conquering, but tha 
you may alſo think of bringing Arſaces home toy 
again, I ſhall conquer, Sir, ( replied I ) fince Your 
Majeſty commands me to do ſo, and the remotes 
Scythians ſhall know,'tis the victorious ſword of thei 
King, rather than the hand of Arſaces, that puniſhes 
them for their perfidiouſneſs. After I had left the 
King, I gave the remainder of the day to the viſits 
my friends, and when night was come, my Princeſ 
had the goodneſs to permit me to paſs part ofit in her 
Chamber,with Theodates, and Cyilenia. It wouldhe 
very hard for me to repeat all the diſcourſes to yoy 
which we had at that ſeparation, and being they took 
up many hours, leſs time would not be neceſſarytg 
tell you them. My Princeſs, out of an exceſs of 800d. 
neſs, was afflicted at my departure, and by the ſame 
coodneſs, ſhe comforted her ſelf and me with hope 
of the fruicl ſhould reap ty my voyage, I go, Ma- 
dam, (faid1 ) to labour forthe Repoſe of Scythia 
and for my own; that hope alone ſweetens the vis 
lence of my grief; and at this ſeparation, I ſhould not 
be to be comforted, if I did not believe, that Heaven 
leparates us, only to re-unit us the more firmly, [t 
cannot favour me with its aſſitance, in the employ: 
ment the King gives me, without advancing my hap- 
pineſs, and when the Kings ſhall know [| am the ſonof 
Darius, he will perhaps remember I have done ſome 
thirg for bis ſervice. 

Upen that remembrance, next to yours my loyely 
Princeſs, my whole fortune will depend, and fincel 
leave it totally at your fect, *tis at your feet I hope 
to find it at my Return, bur 'tis only to your good- 
neſs that I ought to recommend it; yes, faireſt Prin- 
ce's only to Your goodneſs, and ſince you have been 


generous enough toreceive the baniſh'd, the undone, 


the nuſerable Ar/aces as Prince Arraxerxes,you wil 
alſo without doubt he generous enough to maintain 
him inthe glorious condition to which you have raif 
ed him ; this hope not only ſweetens all my ſorrows, 
but makes me look without envy upon Alexanders 
Victories, and would make me find advantagesin 
my Iofſes, if I had not ſome compaſſion of my friends, 
and if my Reputation were not intcreſſed in their 
fail, Freſerve that for me therefore, my divine 
Princeſs, which 4: ſucores, which Srrarenice would 
cruelly take from me, and remember, that I cannot 
yield my pretenſions to them, nor{o any bodyin 


the world, without quitting my_ life together with, 
them. Have a care of your ſelf ( replied the Pri, 


ceſs) that you may as well preſerve your ſelf for 
Eerenice, as you defire ſhe ſhould preſerve her ſelf 
totally for you ; and do you refitt the unjuſt motions 
of your courage, as well as ſhe will reſiſt the impot- 
tunitics of Arſacomes, and Stratonice. If your It 
membrance of me make you more wary in figtt,and 
if my intereſt make you go into dargers with more 
moderation than you are wonit ; I'll combat here for 
you with all the afſurance. and all the ſuccels you ca 
deſire. Inthis, A-/aces, I ſhall follow my own ind 


; nations as much as your recommendation. butre- 


member that I will be obey'd in what [I demand of 
abſence, without being tormented with the fears0 


My Princeſs accompanicd thefe words with mal 
- others 


—=2_ 


” 0». _ ES 5 ” TT” Oo mw 


OE.” — 5 FM WW Sy ww ww 


=> VB 


b =Y 
" TE 2 4 Fs IS k F 
Pl re Rn IDS — 
” "A > . 
AA AW 
CR 
1%, we e o 


Book, II. 


obliging, and by thoſe ſweet marks 
ſhe made me know, ti.at nothing but 
my departure hindred me from bein2 the moir tortu- 
cate of all men living. I took leave of her, with 
fects of grief which all my conitancy could not hin- 
der, and before | went/ut oi her Chamber, ] recei- 

12 Scarf from her, part of which ſhe had wrouzht 
vith her own hand,and with which I believ'd I ſhould 
teinvincible agaiaſt the moſt valiant Enemies, Art laſt 

[was fain to depart, and being retir'd with my dear 
Twodates, I ſpent almolt all the reſt of the night in 
recommending my life and fortune to him, which 
next to Berenzce, 1 lefc in no other hands but his, 

By break of day, my Lodging was full of perſons 
tht came to bid me farewel, and of the chicf Oiticers 
ofthe Army that were to go along with me; I took 
ny leave of thoſe, and put my ſelt at the head of 
theſe, who generally expreſſed their joy for the em- 

loyment that was given me, and made me ſee that 
frall I was a ftranger, 1 had gain'd their affections 
enough to hop for a great deal of good will and 0- 
tedience amongtt them, 1 anſwered the offers they 
made me of their ſervice, with all the civility I could 

ily,& endeavour'd to carrymy ſelf roward them 
# Arſaces, whom only the Kings favour had raiſed 
above them, rather than as Arra-verves, who once 
was heir to the Etapire of 4/74. This manner of be- 
haviour perfected the winning of their aftections,and 
they march'd with a ſatisfaction, whereat I my ſelf 
had cauſe to be very well ſatisfied, 4 will not here 
make a particular Relation of the number of the 
Forces I commanded ; They were the very ſame, 
Brother, wherewith you afterward went to fight a- 
gainſt Zopirio, and by the multer of them, which I 
made two days march from 1ſedon,l found they con- 
fited of forty thouſand Horſe, drawn out of many ſe- 
reral parts of Scythia. The Scythians you know ſel. 
dom uſe Foot,& never draw forth any but upontnoſe 
Expeditions, wherein they.mean to employ their ut- 
molt ſtrength, 

We made very great marches directly to Mount 
Tairm, and though | knew not thoſe Countries, I 
had men with me who were acquainted even with the 
molt unuſual paſſages, and by the former Voyage I 
made with the Scy:#ians under Theodates, I had ſo 
well learn'd their cuſtomes, and their manner of fight 
that I was no more troubled amonegit them, than I 
ſhould have been amongſt the Per/zans. The King 
tad given me divers perſons of qualityand coinmand, 
but amongit them all, he that I made mvuit acco':nt 
of, was the good old C eoreſtes, Araxes his father, 
whom I had particularly demanded of him, and 
whom I lov'd exceedingly, both for the conſideration 
his ſon whomT had known, and eiteem'*d in Perſia, 
and for that of his own vertue. Befides that his 
quality was conſiderable in Scyrhia, he was much to | 
te valued for his perſon, and there were but few 
uldiers in the Kingdom that had more experience 
than he, or a more perfe& knowledge in matters of 
war, And indeed I preferr'd his counſel before all 

relt, and gave him the employment of greatelt 
conſequence. Ele ſhorten the Recital of this War, 
$much as conveniently I can, and only tell you the 
moſt remarkable Events of it. We arriv'd at the 
Frontiers of the Taurc-Scythians without difficulty ; 
but when we would have entred, we found itdefend- 
ed by ſome Troops which Amaſis had left to guard 
t.The number of men was not great, but the places 


athers no leſs 


ofmy felicitY» 
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vere very advantageous for them, an that was it | 
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which put age ſome trouble in- conquering them,and 
made us loſeTome men about it. Yet didwe overcome 
thoſe firſt obſtacles, and after a ſharp Encounter re- 
main'd Maſters of the Field, by the death of all thoſe 
that defended it, who never turn'd their backs, nor 
ever demanded quarter, The entry info this Province 
being free by this firſt ſucceſs, we advanc'd inrea- 
ſonable good order toward the Town, near which 
Amaſislay incamp'd ; but I found that War would 


; not eaſily be brought toa concluſion, and by the firſt | 


judgement I had been able to make of men of that 
Nation,I conjectured that they would defend all their 


j Places to the utmoſt;and that that Expedition would 


prove much longer than had been imagined. Scarce 
had we madea days march toward --»aſis, when we 
heard he was coming to meet us, and having fanſied, 
that the knowledge of the Countrey, and their be- 


; ing freſh, would give his men the advantage over 


troops tired out with marching, he deſired nething 


' butto give us Battel. praiſed the gods for that happy 


forwarding of our intentions, and told my compani- 
ons that we could not wiſh for any thing more advan- 
tageous than the occaſion of putting a ſpeedy endto- 
the War, which by other means our Enemies might 
craw out in length. I found them all as reſolute, and 
as confident as I could delire; but ſeeing that the 
Forces I had tolead were a Kings whoſe affeion I 
endeavoured to keep, and that upon the ſucceſs of 
that day depended the beginning of that reputation 
I hop'd to gain with him, and with it the cftabliſh- 
ment and Repoſe of my whole !ife, I was not willing 
raſhly to hazard matters of that importance, but re- 
ſolv'd to ſeek our Advantages,in all the counſels pru- 
dence cou'd afford us. When we were certain that A4- 
maſis was advancing towards us with all the haſte he 
couid, and with a firm Reſolution to give us Battel ; 
Let us put them to the whole trouble (ſaid I tomy 
chief Commanders) and let him weary his men to 
come upto us, while we chuſe a place to fight in 
that ray be for our advantage, and there we'll reſt 
our men and horſes, all the time that our Enemies 
are marching thither. This counſel being approv'd 
of, we incamped in a fair Plain, and having a long 
H1l] upon our right hand,and a little River bchind us, 
we left the Front, and the left Flank open to the Ene- 
mies approach, 

Scarce had we reſted there two dayes, which were 
ſpent in neceſſary preparations, when our Scouts 
brought us intelligence that Amaſis was coming to 
quarter that night within a hundred furlongs of us, 
and that the next Cay he would offer us Battel. This 
news wrought nothing in the courage of our Troops, 
but a generous -impati-nce, and an ardent delire to 
have a bout with thoſe daring Rebels ; They ſhew'd 
a thouſand ſigns of it, and inthe interim, 1 was care- 


ful to forget nothing that belong'd to my charge, and 


ſpent the whole'time I had remaining, to put all 
things in the order we could deſire. Clcoreſtes took 
off much of that troubie from me, and with him 
Lefaris, Mazentes, Amiſoras,and many others, in 
whom for their experience and valour, I had a great 
deal of confidence.T he report ourSconts had brought 
in. prov'd very true, forthe Enemies Army incamp'd 
ſo near us tbat day, that inthe night time our fore- 
moſt Troops heard their ſhouts, and difcover d ſome 
of their fires. As ſoon as day began to appear,the Scy- 
thians made all the Plain to eccho with the ſound 
of their inftruments, and the Officers, buſying them- 
ſelves diligently about the Orders | had given them, 

| $':z3 3 drew 
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drew up their Squadrons according to the Scythian 
Diſcipline. Their form was exceeding terrible,and of 
all the Souldiers I ever ſaw, never did I meet with a- 
ny that prepared themſelves to fight with a conhi- 
dence like theirs. I wore a ſuit of Arms that day 
which the King had given me at my departure, the 
work of them was excellent,and the matter very rich; 
but &crenices Scarf was my moſt pompous Orna- 
ment.Hiving learn'd in part what order our Enemies 
kept with their Troops, l drew mine into threeBodies, 
whereof I took the firit my ſelf, and gave the two 0- 
thers to Cleoreſtes and Maxzentes, and when they 
were all in a readineſs, I rode bare-headed along the 
Front of every Diviſion, and imploy'd all the elo- 
quence the gods had given me, to repreſent all the 
Reaſons that might animate them to the Battel. My 
ſpeech was not without effect, for by good fortune 
I had ſogain'd the hearts both of Officers and Souldi- 
ers,that they cried out aloud I ſhould lead them to the 
Enemy,and that they fear d not to be overcome, while 
they fought under Arſaces. Seeing them ſogallant- 
ly reſolved, 1 would not retain them longer, but co- 
vering my head with a Cask overſhadowed with 
white Plumes,and with a Horſe tail which fell upon 
my ſhoulders, I arm'd my leit hand with a weighty 
ſhield;and yright with a couple of Javelins,and put- 
ting my ſeifat the head of my Battalion, march'd to- 
ward the Enemies, when they were already begin- 
ning to advance. The interview of the two Armies, 
cauſed a dreadful noiſe of voices and inſtruments, but 


when after we had incouraged them for the laſt time, 


we gave them the liberty to charge, they cloſed with 
an impetuouſneſs which admits of no compariſon. 
The Enemy had but little Infantry as well as we, and 
ſo the fight was equal between the Armies: for 
though that of our Enemies was ſtronger than ours in 
number of men,ours was juſtified by the goodneſs of 
its cauſe, and by the valour of many gallant Officers 
T had with me. The Body I commanded did ſo well, as 
it preſently broke through that which was before us, 

and having routed all the Squadrons of it, we, after a 

great deal of execution, got as far as their Baggage. 

The Scythians would have falPn to plunder, but 1 for- 
bad them till after the clear iſſue of the Battel, and it 

was very happy I did ſo, for ſcarce had we obtain'd 

that advantage, when we heard that Aazenres his 

Battalion had given back, beforethat which Amaſſs 

commanded in perſun, and that our Enemies 

General had gain'd an advantage little different from 

Ours. 

This news made us face about towards them that 
Rood in necd of our aſſiſtance, and leaving thoſe we 
had defeated at liberty either to fly or rally, we 
went to fly upon conquering Amaſis with a fury 
which he could not eaſily withſtand. If I didnor 
fear to offend modeſty, I ſhould fay, that the power- 
ful intere(t which guided me in that Combate made 


me do things that are not ordinary,and that peradven- | 


ture I contributed ſomething toward the the winning 
of that Battel. Aſazenres, who was not utterly 
defeated, recovered courage at our artival, and 
while Cleoreftes with his body made good cur advan- 
tage againſt him that was to oppoſe him, we gave 4- 
»aſis fo ſmart and ſo fortunate a charge, that we 
quickly raiſed our party again, All the forces drew 
inſenſibly to that place, and *twas with a great deal 
of blood, and with the death of many a thouſand men 
that the victory was there diſputed. I animated our 
valiant Warriorsthe moſt that poſſibly I could, and 
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afterhaving told them what they ow'd to thei 
our,to the Livice of their King 6 he to Tn, = 
ty, which by reaſon of the River that was at th p 
back they could not hope for otherwiſethan þ ſy 
ctory, I endeavoured to incite them to it by _y _ 
ample, and not ſparing to hazard my life in theirpre. 
ſence,l by the confidence I ſhew'd,oblig'd them oh 
cond me generouſly. I did not ſtrive to meet with 4. 
aſs, for remembring that two of the three Brothers 
had been flaia by my hand already,lI ſought not ane. 
caſion to ſhed the remainder of the blood of tha 
Houſe, 

W hy ſhould I hold you any longer ? After we hg 
fought long and vigorouſly, the victory declared i 
ſelffor our party, and Amaſis knowing that fortune 
was contrary to him, fac'd about with fome of his 
men, and by flight, ſought either for his own ſafety 
or for the means of fighting another time. I thelz 
Rout the ſlaughter was very great,and the Scythiang 
who naturally love blood,and who ſeldom ſpare thei 
enemies, committed cruelties which in many places 
it was impoſſible for me to hinder : yet did I do all 
could, and where I chanc'dto come it was not with- 
out ſucceſs, Our victory was ſo abſolute, that of 
fifty thouſand men, whereof the Enemies Army was 
compoſed, there were thirty thouſand ſlain upon the 


place, and we loſt not above two thouſand of 


Ours. 
Afﬀter the Event of this Battel, a little Town which 
was not many furlongs from us, open'd its Gates 
without reſiſtance, and there we refrc{h'd our ſelves 
for a few days, dreſſed our wounded men, and put 
our forces again in order to proſecute the victory, 
I kad receiv'd ſome hurts, but ſuch light ones, that [ 
kept not my bed above four or five days. Our Arm 
was incamped near theWalls,and all the principal of 
ficers, with the wounded Soldiers,were lodg'd with- 
in the Town, where care was taken for Vidal, and 
for neeſſary ſubſiſtance. I then had reaſon enoughto 
be ſatisfied with my fortune, and that happy begin- 
ning of my Arms advanc'd myDefigns,and raiſed my 
hopes enough to ſmother part of my diſcortents; 
but the image of my Princeſs was ever preſent to my 
remembrance,and all the joy I could taſte by my v- 
cory, was ſtrongly moderated by my trouble for 
her.abſence. 1 had no body with me to whom I durſt 
impart my thoughts, and though I knew the affedti- 
on of Crit0, who had not forſaken me, and that 
hada great deal of confidence in ſome ſervants I had 
receiv d from Theodates, yet had I not enoughinet- 
ther to acquaint them with my love, or with my qui 
lity, for thoſe were ſecrets of too great importance, 
to declare them to any body but T heodares and Cyt- 
lenia. Yet hadlI then a fair occaſion to write tomy 
Princeſs, and being oblig'd to give the King an ac- 
count of the happy ifſue of that Battel, and of the 
condition of qur affairs in that Province, I would not 
give that Commiſſion but to one of thoſe faithful ſer- 
vants Theodates had put to me,and having command- 
ed him not to deliver the LetterI wrote to that deat 
friend, till he were alone with him, I ſeal'd up thatto 
my Princeſs within it, having had triall enough 0 
that man's affection, to truſt him as far as that came 
to. I writ our victory tothe King in a few words, 
having given the Meſſenger inſtructions to inform 
him more at large, and ſent nothing to Theodutes 
but new proteſtations of friendſhip,and recommends 
tions of my fortune ; but the Letter to my Princeſ: 

if I can remember it, was in theſe terms, 
Arſact! 
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Arſaces to the Princeſs Bere- 


nice, 


( a diſtance from you, and to fear 
( inceſlantly to loſe you, do you 
(think, fair Princeſs, that theſe are light 
-afflictions to poor Arſaces, and that 'his 
ilove, his, abſence, and his apprenenſfions, 
ire not capable to give him that death, 
iwhich he has not found amongſt your 
{memies ſwords, becauſe your will ordain- 
'«d him to avoid it? For love, the gods 
rb5id I ſhould complain ofit, it does, and 
(vill ever make my moſt glorious conditi- 
(on: for abſence my duty obliges me to 
(hearit, and itis by ſerving her father that 
'Tought to make my ſelf worthy of my 
'Princefſe 3 but my fear hath ſomething in 
(it more crue], and if I could be ſecure a- 
i oainſt the misfortunes I apprehend, I 
eFould endure the relt of my torments with 
*nore courage. I do no doubt, dear Prin- 
cefſe, of the conſtancy of your, mind, 
{but I dread ſtrong perſecutions, I dread a 
'ſoveraign authority, and I dread the for- 
'tune of Arſaces 3 yet it is altered, fince it 
'dependeth only upon you, andT have had 
nothing at all to .do with chance, fince 
'you were the maker of my deſtiny. I ex- 
' peta happy one from your goodneſs, and 
'it is out of that hope I will remember you 
thave impoſed a command of living, and of 
'returning upon your faithful 


Arſaces. 


T' burn for you, to be at ſo great 


I diſpatch'd this Meſſenger when I had given him 
ſich inſtructions as were neceſſary, and a few days 
aſter made the Army diſ-incamp, and we march'd in 
purſute of Amaſis, to reduce that Province under 
the Kings obedience, but we ſtopt at the firſt Towns 
we came to, ard all thoſe that had never ſo little 
ſtrength endured the Siege with marveHous obſtina- 
fy. That reſiſtance protracted the War, and kept 


bsallthat Summer in the Province of the T auro- Scy- | 


thans, while in that of the Agarirſians Amaſis made 
wp an Army, partly with the broken forces he had 
&ft, partly with new Troops levied in thoſe revolt- 
ed Countries. We were belieging Burſia, when 
the Meſſenger I had ſent to 1ſſedox came back to us, 
and brought me anſwers of the Letters he had car- 
Ted. The King wrote to me with praiſes, able to 
ave plutted the ambition of the moſt vain-glorious 
man in the world, and promiſed me recompences 1n- 


fnitely abovcall I could deſerve. T heodares gave me |, 


confirmations of his affection in the moſt obliging 
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tearms that could be invented, afſur'd me of the con-. 
tinuation of his care, and comforted me with a cer- 
tainty of my Princeſſes perſeverance, and of the lit. 
tle fruit Ar/acomes reap'd by all, his induſtry ; but 
'twas-Berentce's Letter that cauſed my impatiency, 
and opening it, when had kifſed it a thouſand times, 
I with incredible tranſports of joy read theſe words. 


The Princes Berenice to Ar- 
faces. 


* yF you love me, if youare abſent, and 
. [| if you be in fear for me, you ſuffer 
* nothing, Arſacesr, which I do not ſuffer as 
* well as well asyou ; andI may truly pro- 
* teſt, that T am not exempt from any of 
* thoſe diſquiets which my affe&ion, the 
* want of your company, and the fear I am 
*in for you, can make me feel. In this 
* there isa perfect conformity between us 3 
*I cannot condemn an affection which I 
© have conceived for him, who of all men 
* Iiving 1s moſt worthy of it; I bear your 
* abſence out of the ſame conſiderations that 
*make you endure mine ; but I know not 
* how to defend my felt againſt the fear of 
* Ioling you in thoſe dangers, into which 
* yon too lightly precipitate your felf ; Se- 
*cure me, I pray you, againſt this appre- 
* henſion, if you will have me ſecure you a- 
* gainlt yours, and think of bringing me 
* home Arſaces, if you would find Bererice 
* again 1n the ſame condition wherein you 

© have left her. i 


My joy was exceſſive at the reading of this Let- 
ter, but ſcarce had I begun to expreſs it as much as 
| might in the preſence of that man, when he added 
aſtoniſhment to joy, by the news be brought; He told 
me that Prince Or00adates,contrary to the expectati- 
ot all Scythia, was come back to 1ſedon, and that 
when the whole Court was going to tcftifie their 
Sladneſs for a return ſo ardently defir'd, theKing his 
father being of another mind, had receiv'd himas a 
mortal Enemy, and had caus'd him to be impriſon'd 
in the Caſtle of Serey, where he was kept under a 
very ſtrict and ſevere Guard. O brother, what 
motions did this diſcourſe itir up within me, and in 
what manner did I receive this news of my dear bro- 
ther, of whoſe life I had been uncertain? I abhorr'd 
the cruelty of the King your father, but was com- 
forted for your impriſonment, by the affurence that 
you werealive; it pleaſed me a great deal better to 
hear you were priſoner to the King your father, than 
to have bcen ſtill. in doubt you were dead. And in- 
deed 1 hop'd his choler would be all:y'd in a little 
time, and that how ercat ſoevcr his reſentments 
were againſt you, he would fti!l remember that you 
were his ſon, and a ſon worthy of his affeQtions. Up- 
on'this thought I laid foundations for my happineſs, 


'and propounded delights unto my ſelf in your com- 


pany, 
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pany, which had been interrupted by our cruel ſe- 
paration ; I ſpent ſometime upon that remembrance, 
and ask'd the Mcfſenger a thouſand queſtions about 
that buſineſs ; but [4 the particulars he could tell me 


about your impriſonment was, that no body was 
permitted to ſee you, and that the Princeſs, having 
with much ado obtain'd the liberty of a viſit, had 
never been able toentertain you in private. I judg'd, 
that all this proceeded but from the tirit brunt of the 
Kings anger, and hop'd that beiore my return the 
Peace would be mag or if *twere not, perhaps 
we might find occaſionto do ſomething init. 

In the mean time we took the Town by aſſault 
which we were beleaguering, and after that, ſome 0- 
thers yielded themſelves ro obedience, but th® 
ſtrongeſt held us ſolons in play, that Amaſis had all 
the leiſure he could deſire to fit himſelf to take the 
field again, and ſo he did, with as great an Army as 
before, and a greater reſolution to decide the War 
by a final Batrel, This news was very welcome to 
me, believing it to be the means to finiſh the War, 
the length whereof I, by reafon of my Princeſſes ab- 
ſence, began to think inſupportable. We march'd 
directly toward him. taking the way that could 
bring us together ſooneit, aud moſt conveniently; 
but we were fain to take many places before we got 
to him, and make our ſelves Maſters ( either by 
force, or by the terror of our Arms ) of whatſoever 
we met with in our paſſage. 

This we effected ſucceſsfully enough ; But that I 
may not tire you with the recital of all thofe petty 
Sieges, and of many trivial © ncounters, Tle tell you, 
that we were already Maſters of the whole Province 
of the Armyof the [ uuro-Scythians,& were drawing 
near to that of the Agarirſians, whenthe Enemies 
came within ſight ofus.I found our valiant Scyrthians 
had a marvellous deſire to fight, and having encou. 
rag'd them to it as much as poſſibly 1 could, 1 divided 
the Army into two Bodies, whereof I gave the left 
to Clevreſtes, and kept the right my ſelf. Amaſes 
parted his into four, and march'd towards us won- 
drous reſolutely. We fought an exceeding bloody 
Battel, but I will not detain you with relating the 
particulars, for we ſhould not ſee the end of my nar- 
ration of a long while, if I ſhould ſtick upon every 
circumſtance. Amaſis and they of his party fought 
like deſperate men, and like men, who if they loſt 
that Battel, defir'd not to out-live it ; They made the 
victory hang long in ſuſpence, and diſputed it al- 
© moſt all the daywith marvellous obſtinacy;but in the 
end we carryed it, and the eveit proved more fatal 
. tothe conquered than that of the former. Of five 
and forty thouſand, whereofthe Enemies Army con- 
ſiſted, there hardly eſcaped two or three thouſand, 
andthoſe moſt of them wounded, but deliver'd by 
my authority from the fury of the Conquerors. 
Anais fighting inthe firſt ranks with a great deal of 
valour, loſt his life, with a great number of wounds, 
and by his death cut up the root of that Rebellion, 
We lolt not above three thouſand men, but .had a 
great many hurt, whom we cauſed to be.dreſſed ex- 
ceeding carefully, and whereof the moſt part reco- 
ver'd by the help that was given them. This victo- 
ry made vs Maſters of both the Provinces, and 
"thoſe revolted people having neither forces to dil- 
pute them with us, nor heads toſtir them up to con- 

tinue in Rebellion, begg'd the Kings mercy, and 
came in every day to make proteſtations of their fi- 
dclity, and to bring me the Keys of their ſtrong 
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Holds. We hardly needed to draw our ſwordsany 
more to perfect the reducing of them ; but yet - 
were fain to ſpend ſome time 1n viſiting ſome of thoſe 
places, and in ſecuring them to us, and it beih 

then about the beginning of Winter, which is ex- 
treamly ſharp in thoſe Provinces, we were con- 
{train'd to pals it in ſome of the Towns, and toem 
ploy itin _— afull Peace, and in ſuch order a; _ 
thought neceſſary to eſtabliſh a perfect tranquillity 
That long abſence would have been intollerablet 
me, if by the means of Theodates I had not often re- 
cciv'd Letters rom my Princeſs, and if my tedious 
days had not been ſweetned with the aſſurances ſhe 
gave me. The King did me the honour to write to me 
very often, and in his Letters gave me praiſes Which 
could not lawfully be due to any body: when once we 
had nothing more to do in thoſe Provinces, and that. 
the ſeaſon was convenient for our Army to take the 
field, we began our March to return to /ſedon withs 
perfect joy and ſatisfaction. For my part,I coxd not 
without being tranſported think 1 ſhould ſhortly e 
my Princeſs again, and that I ſhould find my dear 
brother in Scyt1h14, The fancy of theſe happineſſes 
grew ſo powerful in my mind, that it baniſh'd the 
remembrance of all my lofſes, and I was marching 
with contentments, not troubled with any mixture 


of bitterneſs, when I found they were too greatty 


be ſo eaſily obtain'd, We had alreaGy paſſed oyer 
a good part of the way, when I receiv'd an Order 
from the King which hindred me from going further, 
and _ the Letter he wrote, 1 found theſe 
words. 


TheKingof SCT TH IA tothe vali- 
ant ARSACES, 


T were but juſtice, my dear Arſaces, to let 

you reſt, after having taken ſo great pains 
for 5, an4T ſhould equally deſire your ſight, 
and the quietneſs of my dominions; but 1 
find all Scythia muſt be indebted to you for 
its ſafety, and Arſaces js the ſtrongeſt bucks 
ler it can oppoſe againſt its moſt terrible ent- 
mies. The heavens offer you matter toem-- 
ploy your 'felf for it, and for us, with the 
fucceſſe that uſually attends you, and with it 
an occaſion to revenge your particular quarrels, 
and to pnniſh that barbarous man, who con- 
trary to all the rights of war, detain you it 
a long and cruel captivity. Arimbas the Gover® 


-nor of Pontus is entred into our Territories Of 


the ſide toward the Boriſthenes,with forty thow- 
ſand men, but he has not yet had time to make 
any great progreſſes, and I amt not in 4 con- 
dition to. ſend other Troops than thoſe under 
your command ſpeedily enough to oppoſe him. 
Go, valiant Arlaces, g0 Conquer that unwortly 
Enemy, who hindred you from fighting j0r 
your Country, an4 who unjuſily deprived you 
of fo precious a liberty.. T hope for the vide 
ry from your hand rather than from all ow 
forces,and yet Twill take care to raiſe morei0 
recruit your Army,and you ſhall be ſure to 6 


ceive ſupplies before you ſtand in need of them. 
Tis 
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This Order cxoſſin3 my fair hopes gave me a very 
-nſibie diſcontent, but 1 quickly found ſome con- 
8 | lation, and had preſerv'd io great an animoſity a- 
ini that cruel man, who had kept me from pay- 
> what lowed unto my friends, and what I owed 
© tony reputation, that tne deſire of taking a glori- 
© © gs revenge moderated my trouble, and made me 
* B cm head againſt him, with a firm hope that I ſhould 
6 puniſh him, both for the injury he had formerly 
4ne me, and for the obltacle he then interpoſed ro 
- ny preſent fortune. All the aftection our Scythians 
hore me Was needful to put them upon that new de- 

n without murmuring ; but ſeeing there was a ne- 
b YN © ſity of it, they followed me ore chearfully 
© two] expected. 

t WY Our Army was then but thirty thouſand ſtrong, 
havins been oblig'd to leave Garrifons in certain 
© Þ Towns, but it increaſed eight or ten thouſand men 
LT | wlch1drew as we march'd out of places where they 

s:: be ſpared. We took our way toward Ser- 
x dca, waſh'd by the Danube and bortſthencs, and 
: bounded by the Euxine Sea, whence Ari#bas was 
come down upon the Frontier. Our Marches were 
b long enoug" for men that were to hoht, and meetirs 
noftopto retard us, we ina ſhort tune arriv'd with- 
nadays journey of our enemies. We reſted two 
dys upon the banks of the Bor:/?henes, which was 
opento us, and the third we paſſed it, and went to 
encamp within a hundred furlongs of Arizbas, being 
rcſoly'd to give him Battel the next day. Yerdid [ 
meantolet him know before, that he was to fight a- 
cxinſt his Priſoner, and calling for a Trumpet, I ſent 
tin away preſently with this Letter. 


2 TS 


Arſaces to Arimbas, 


T is againſt your Priſoner, O Arimbas, that 
[ you are to decide the ſucceſſe of this War, 
ind to morrow at the head of his Army hel 
make you ſee that he was capable to defend 
- Wl bis liberty againſt you, if you had aſjaulted 
, ff tim with equal forces 5 1 bring you my head 
+ ff for the Runſorm IT fruſtrated you of, you may 
atach it with more glory than you dd before, 
ond Thope you ſhall pay me yours for the price 
ff of the liberty of 

i 


-» *'S . wa wh 


Arl, aces. 


 Arinbas receiv'd this Letter with a ſtrange aſto- 
mhment, and when the Trumpet had confirm'd, 
| I fatthe General of the Scyrhians was that ſame Ar- 
| Þf /ices, whom he had ſo long kept priſoner, he found 
bmething extraordinary in that Adventure, but 
ter he had ask'd the Trumpet a thouſand queſtions, 
te ſent him back to me with this anſwer. 


Arimbas to Arſaces. 


| pn the Gods ſend me my Fugitive again, 
| Tto puniſh him for his flight, will receive 
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the occaſion they preſent me ſor that end ; and 
becauſs heretofore I too indulgently ſpared his 
life, Te take it now for that Ran ſom whereof 
he thinks he has fruſtrated me. IWe ſhall ſee 
his conrage at the head of his Army, and we'l 
eive Him occaſions enough either to revenge his 


C 


quarrel, or to fall more glorionſly than he des 


erVes. 
/ ® 


The next morning it was newly break of day when 
eour Troops were already in Batralia ; but becauſe I 
would give you the iſſue of the buſineſs ſuccinctly, 
le only tell you, that I divided them into four Bo- 
dies, of ten thouſand Horſe in each, whereof the 
firſt was mine own, and the other three I gave to 
Leotarts, Mazentes, and Cleoreſtes , and having 
put them in as good a readinefſe as we could wiſh, I 
ſaw our Scythians march with an undauntedneſs that 
promiſed me an infallible victory. I omitted not 
any thing I could ſay to augment their deſire of ir, 
and they anſwered me with threataing and terrible 
ſhouts : They redoubled them witha greater fierce- 
neſs whenthey ſaw the Enemies Army, and ſcarce 
was 1 able to keep them in, and hinder them from 
ruſhing on to the fight with an extraordinary eager- 
ne&; Yet did they obey me as they were wont to 
do, and the Armies were already within a Bow-ſhot 
of one another, expecting only the lait command 
to fall on, when having given order to mine not to 
fir out of their place, Igallop'd on before them, 
and ſeeing Arimbas at the head of his men, 1 ad- 
vanc'd tothe middle of the ſpace that was between 
the two Armies, and defving him with many loud 
cries, I made him ,under{tand what it was I defir'd 
of him. Arimbas was a valiant man, and one that 
could not ſee himſelf challeng'd before fo great a 
number, without ſhewing proofs of the courage he 
had boaſted of ; He ran toward me full ſpeed, but 
before he came cloſe to me he darted on of his two 
Javel:nes at me with all his might, but he faiPd of 
his aim, and the Dart having paſſed whizzing over 
my head, fell without any effect at the feet of our 
Troops; immediately he took the other in his right 
hand, and ending his Carreer, wecloſed witha very 
impetuous ſhock : He fought with ſomething a blind- 


. errage than I, and ſo his Javelin onely hit my ſhield, 


upon which it broke all into ſhivers, and mine being 
alittle more warily directed, found paſſage into the ' 
Beaver of his Helmet, and piercing to the hinder 
part of his head made him fall ſtark dead in fight of 
both the Armies. Ours at that ſpectacle ſent forth 
loud cries to Heaven, and moving at the ſame time, 
ran with a marvellous violence upon thoſe frighred 
Troops, already half conquer'd by their Generals 
death. I ſtrove to open them a paſlape, and to clear 
my ſelf a way with my ſword, which might make 
theirs the more eafie to them; but we found much 
difficulty in the buſineſs, and the Captains that com- 
manded under Ari#bas, being brave and valiant 
men, uſed all imaginable endeavours to ſupply the 
want of their General. They lavour'd a long4ime 
in it with ſucceſs, but ſome of the Scyrhians having 
cut off Arinbas his head, carried it upon the point 
of a Javelin, and by that object ſtrnck terrour into 
ſome of the boldeſt of them,and animated themſelves 
in ſuch manner, that their enemies were no longer 
able to make reſiſtance. G 
O 


hes 


392 
As ſoonas they began to be in diſorder, the Scy- 


thians laid hold of the advantage to ſo good purpoſe, 
that there was no more poihbility of diſputing the 


victory againſt them. To ſhorten this diſcourſe, 
thev wor it abſolutely, I ſay, ſo abſolutely, that hard- 
ly cne of their enemies eſcaped with life, though I 
diJ all that was in my power to keep them from that 
cruelty ; but they had conceiv'd ſuch an animoſity 
againit thoſe injurious invaders, who pretended to 
enlarge their bounds t#the utmoſt parts of the earth, 
that *twas impoſſible to ſave them from their fury. 
Queen Thaleſtris, who till then had hearkned to 
Arſaces patiently, could not longer forbear to inter-, 
rupt him ; I fought under your command at that Bat- 
tel, ( ſaid ſhe ) and was witneſs of many of thoſe paſ- 
ſages you have related, but I cannot pardon your mo- 
deity, which robs this company of the knowledge of 
the moſt gallant ones ; you did actions there beyond 
belief, and *twas with a great deal of truth that the 
Scyrhians publiſh'd the honour of that victory to be 
due to no body but their General. Arſaces could 


not ſuffer the continuation of this diſcourſe, and to | 


take her offon't, Madam, ( ſaid he ) you give me an 
advantage which belongs not to me, and fince our 
Troops were honor'd with your preſence, witl:out 
doubt you your ſelf did actions there which would 
have darken'd all the glory of mine, if the honour of 
ſo greata command had not given themall the luitre 
that made them be taken notice of, The Queen 
. would have replied, but the company hinared her, 
and ſo Arſaces went on thus with his ſtory. 

After this victory ſo happily obtain'd, but yet pur- 
chas'd with the loſs of five thouſand of our men, we 
no longer had any enemiesto fight withall, and that 
little piece of the Country Ari-bas had brought un- 
der his ſubjection, being preſently ſetled again under 
ours, we ſaw the whole frontier quiet, and ſo were 
permitted to return again toward 7ſeadon, which we 
had ſo much deſired, I did it with a greater content- 
ment than the eſtate of my fortune ought in proba- 
bility to have given me, and drew near to my Prin- 
ceſs and my dear brother with the ſweeteſt hopes a 
mind is able to conc:ive, Why ſhould I trouble you 
with the recital of our voyage ? After having march- 
eda great many days, which my impatience made 
me think exceeding long, I at laſt ſaw the great City 
of 1ſſedon, but before | was come within three or 
four hundred furlongs of it, I had'met my dear T he- 
odates, who with a good part of the Nobility was 
- come forth to welcome me. 

I received the honour they all did me with the 
greateſt civility I could, but all the moſt tender cx- 
preſſions that ever friendſhip produced appeared in 
the endearments between Theodates and me; We 
could not put an end to our embraces, nor were the 
kindeſt and moſt obliging words in the world ſuffici- 
ent to make known the leaſt part of our mutual ſa- 
tisfaCtions; I had a thouſand queſtions to ask him, but 
I feared leſt a fecret converſation might be thought 
an incivility to many perſons of quality that were 
with him ; and therefore beginning another diſcourſe. 
with that noble company, it laſted till we came to 
the Gates of the Town,. which we found full with a 
throng of the inhabitants that came out to meet us. 
Never did a thankful people welcome their defen- 
der,or their lawful Prince, with louder acclamations, 
or more teſtimonies of joy,nor never did any Soldier 
_ receive ſo many praiſes for ſo inconſiderable actions. 
The cries of the people made but a partof our glo- 
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ry, for the King himſelf, out of an exceſs of goodnet) 
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which he then had toward me, came forth of his 
Palace into the ſtreet to give me glorious teſtimonj 

of his affection ; he {tretched out his arms ſo from 
he ſaw me appear, and 1 kneeled down upon = 
knee to receive the favour wherewith he was pleaſe 
to honour me ; What ſhall we do ( ſaid he \ Oou 
valiant Defender, to ſhew you we are not ingratefyl3 
and what can we offer to generous 4rſaces, whic 
he by his valour has not already made lawfully his 
own ? we are indebred to him for the conſervation 
of our eſtates, but we before were ingaged to hin 
for that of our lives, and now neither the greatnek 
of our obligations, nor that of his glory, can admj 
ofany further addition, He ſpake theſe words holge 
ing me in hisarms, and I anſwered him with all the 
reſpect I owed to ſo great a King, and a King tha 
was father to Beren:ce and Orcondartes, 'Tis Your 
Majeſty ( faid I) that reduces happy Arſaces ty 
terms of not being able ſufficiently to acknowled 

your goodneſs, the opportunities you have given 
him to ſerve you do too largely recompence all tht 
he has done, and that high fortune to which youraiſe 
#ſtranger, is infinitely above my merit, and aboye 
my hopes. Alter that opinion if you have it, ( repli 
ed the King )ſuch ftrangers as your ſelf, do quickly 
make themſelves known over all the world, andas 
Scythia has nothing that is above you, believe its 
King poſſeſſes nothing you may not hope for from 
his affection He accompanied theſe words with 
new endearments, and afterward permitted me to 
ſalute Prince Carthaſis his brother, Arſacomes, and 
many others that were attending on him, When] 
had received and returned the civilities of the moſt 
conliderable perſons of the Court, I by the Kings 
appointment retirgd.to my former lodgings, whither 
I was followed bpreat number of the Courtiers, 
but they preſently withdrew, to leave me at liberty 
to put off my Arns, and reſt my ſelf, onely Theoda- 
tes ſtaying with mein my Chamber, When I faw 
my ſelf free Maſter of my aCtions, 1 fully teſtified 
my friendſhip in the moſf tender expreſſions of kind- 
neſs, an3 after having begun them afreſh a thouſand 
times, Iasked him what condition my life was in, and 
conjured him to,tell me truly whatſoever he judged 
my love could deſire of him. Theodates at thisde- 
mand appeared not © joyfull as I had hoped, but 
keeping a ſerious countenance, from which I drew 
an il} preſage ; Sir, ( ſaid he )the account you areto 
receive of me would be very unwelcome, if in it 
you did not find a ſweet conſolation, and if inthe 
Perſecution the Princeſs undergoes you had nota 
powerful occaſion to underſtand the greatneſs of her 


affection ; She has ever been unſhaken to the ſollic- 


tations of Arſ.comes and of the Queen, who infa- 
vour of her brother has done him offices to her, that 
are unworthy of her quality. che hath ſpared net 
ther prayers nor tears to move her, and when {he 
ſaw they wereall to no purpoſe, and that by her im- 
portunities ſhe made her brother but the more odt- 
ous to the Princeſs, ſhe took recourſe to all the 
power and credit ſhe has with the King ; and by my 
misfortune it is now ſo great, that we may fay with 
truth, as we find with ſorrow, That one $rratorice 
reigns now in Scy:hia, and that her brother is by that 
means become almoſt the Soverain of it. 

The King by his laſt actions has ſhewed fignes of 
his weakneſs, and of his dependency upon that wo: 
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lim for a while but within x little after, deſiring to 


5 aaneffet of your jutice, rather than as an ef- 
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elf with g1vI"g Arſacomes the firſt rank in the King- | 
40m, without encouraging him to lopetnat he ſhould 
7 : be p 

be his ſon-1n Jaw, that inſolent favourite, whom ſo 
many preferments c:-u!d nott.ri SiC | Decunſe theyglut- 
tednot h1S utmo:t ambition, citner throuph the vio- 
Ence of his paſſion, or ſome other cauſc,fe! lick,and 
was brought alino!t to EXtremity. - Str atoriice firs 
rednot from N1s Led-ſide. but mide the Rins Cndey: 
#2nd. her lite depended ablolute y upon her brothers 
recovery. : 

The iCing,wnho loved Arfacomes exccedingely, and 
who beſides,by a mbanneſs of >pirit, which hid not 
teen obſerv*d in the reit of his tife, was become a 
fave to his filter, appeared very ſenſible of her grief, 
nd was exceſſively troubled for the ſicknefs of hs fa- 
rourite, 

The Queen knowing her power, made uſe of it ve- 


rycunningly, and one day when Arſ..comes was CX- 
mordinary ill, Srrar: nice feign'd to beſo too, and 
xtting into her >ed, put the King into mortal appre- 
tenfions o! her ſickneſs; the rexr Cay the ſeem to 
tea great deal worſe, ard by all her actions made 
teKing judge ſhe regarded not her life. fince that of 
Arſacomes was in danger. The King fitting by her, 
expreſſing with mo!t cf{eQtual words how nearly her 
lgeſs touched him, that crafty, Princeſs, after hav- 
nz figh'd many times, to work upon him the more, 
Sir,(faid ſhe) let us miſerable wretches die in peace, 
ind trouble not the calm of your mind, for a loſs 
which needs mutt be butlitt'e conſiderable to you ; it 
vjuſt that -» 7 ſacores periſh,fince he cannot love the 
tughter of his King without being worthy of death ; 
and it is jult that Srraronice die, both becauſe the 1s 
capable to ſurvive that geareit brother,and becauſe 
ſheis uncapable to ſurvive the 'ols of your aſfeCtion 
Ofmy affection, Madam,(replicd the King) I proteit 
byou by all the gods,that it never was fo {trong as 
ww.and that it is ſo extreamly cn. rcaſed, as in com- 
pariſon of my love to you I do not at all love my ſelf. 
6h! Sir, (anſwered the ſubtil Quzen, putting an | 
tandkerchicfto her eyes) if your honoured me now 
viththe aTectionyou gave me heretofore, you would 
wo; ſuffer that to die, which, next your ſclf.is deareſt 
bme in all the worid, without the wing ſome marks 
« your compaſſion. 

She mad- a {top at theſe words,and the King, who 
peſertly underitood- the drift of them, and who 
wnld not cafily yieli tro what {12 deſired, nor fa- 
our Ar ſacozes to the prejudice of his Daughter, re- 
naned without reply, and fixing his eyes upon the 
froun!, made the Queen ſec the agitation of his 
rind, She ſvon perceived it, and kept ſilence with 
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fniſh what ſhe thonght ſhe had happily begun ; iNo, 
i, (added ſhe) for gods ſake, be not at all diſqui- 
ad for my conſideration, nor uſe any violence up- 
nyour inclinations for a perſon who cannot have de- 
f'4 them; though I cannot f:el the loſs of them 
vhout dying, I will :t lea{ft endure it wichout mur- 
Mring again!t you, an! ſhall be able to put a diſfe- 
Ice between what was lawfully my own, and what 
ied meerly by your goodneſs. My fortune was 
bo high, and ( if I dare ſay ſo) too unjut, to 
Cleve it would bz of lons continuance ;yet has | 
tot ſo blinded me, but that I can behold the ſall of 


—_— 


kof my ill fate. Stratonice and Arſacomes had 


lofty an ambition, yet Srr-tonice had none but 
Vatir pleaſed your Majeily to give her, and Ar- 


XDR 4 
Jacomes dies for the expiation of his ; if I accompa” 
ny him to the grave, your Majeity ought not to be 
troubled at it, finceI ſhall onely loſe a life which was 
but little dear to you, and toward the conſervation 
whereof you were unwilling to contribute any thing, 
The Queen, as ſhe ended theſe words, looked up- 
on the King with the ſame eyes that had ſo ardently 
enflam'd him, and at that moment ſummon'd toge- 
tacr all her moſt alluring charms, with ſuch a foverain 
power, that being prepollefTed already, he was not 
able torefitt them. He lifted up his eyes from the 
ground, and turning them upon the Queen with a 
moit amorous gelture, Do not kill me with theſe 
unkind words,(faid he) nor wrong my love any :nore 
with theſe reproaches.1 will do all for thee thou can{t 
defire of me, dear Srraronice, and though I cannot 
conſent to uſe a ſudden violence upon Berenice's, in- 
ciinations, I will command her to uſe A4rſac''3s a 
Prince whoſe deſign I diſapprove not, and I will fa- 
vour tay brother in his paſhon as much as thou ought. 
cit to wiſh, 

The Queen appeared tranſported with joy at this 


proniiſe of the Kings, and ſetting forth all her moſt 


attractive allurements to ſeduce kim, beforc he went 
from her, ſhe periwaded him to whatſoever ſhe 
would. The Princeſs found the effects of it the next 
diy. for the King commanded her to viſit Arſacomes, 
and to look more favourably upon him than ſhe had 
done formerly. Berenice receiv'd theſe words as a 
clap of thunder, an1 was ſo extreamly troubled at 
them, th2t ſhe could not ſettle her ſelf again all that 
day ; butthe next morning the King having met her 
in a gallery, and drawing her aſide to a window, 
Well, Berenice ( ſaid he) will you not vilit Ar ſa- 
comes with me, and have you not diſpoſed your ſelf 
todo that for him whichI deſired of you ? 


The Prince's was fo ſurpriſed, that ſhe ſtood with- 
out rep'y at that queſtion, and the King having ask- 
ed it apain, and prefled her to declare her intention, 
Sir, {ſaid ſhe) I did not underſtand your Majeſtics 
commands, and was ſo little prepared for them, that 
[ tit] have much ado to apprehend your meaning, I 
thought (anſwered the King) 1 had explain'd my 
mind ſuiciently, to leave you no colour of being ig- 
norant what I meant, but fince I muſt clear it further 
to you,l mezn, Pererice, that you ſhould uſe Arſa- ' 
comes better than you have done hitherto, and that 
you ſhould confider him as a Prince whom 1 love, 
who loves you, and whom 1 account worthy to ferve 

'OU. 

ah! Sir,(interrupted the Princeſs) whata change 
is this of yours,and what proofs your Majeity defires 
of your daughters obedience ! I ask nothing of you 
(added the King) which you may not grant me with- 
out injuring your ſelf; Arſucomes is a Prince as con- 
{14erable by his birth as by my love to him, and by 
the alliance | have contracted with his family; and 
if there be any diſhonour in ſuffering his atteCtion tis 
not up2n you, Berenice,but upon me alone that it will 
totally fall. | 

In ſhort,cnquire no more what my intentions are, 
but believe I have ever loved you enough to bring 
nothing upon you that is either ſhameful or difadvan- 
tzgeous, Heleſt her with theſe words, and ſhe no 
ſooner was retired.into her chamber to digeit them, | 
but ſhe fell in a deadly affliction, the had fo much re- 
pugnance to ſhew any fign of complacency to the 
Kings deſires, that ſh: 204 "Ig hear the bare mw. 
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{.\ © them without” beins tranſported - What, | all his lofles.In the mean time (continued ſhe) it were [h 
(id ſhe, as Cyllenia has to'd me fince ) ſhall Srra- fit we ſhouid give him notice of my diſcontent, ty Þ 11! 
:041c0 then triumph in this manner over Sererice ? | make himhaſten his return as much as poſſibly hecan c0! 


and ihallI approve of her brothers temcrity to ſhew | and to afſure him, that there is no authority in the wi 
{12:1 amaflave unto her power ? No, Stratonice, | world fo powerful as toſhake my affection. At fr het 
121 are not yet ſo abſolute over me, and what Em- | approv d the Princeſſes motion, but pr clently after a5 
>; ſoever you have over the King 1 {hull alwayes be | wc both judg'd it was not necellary to inform you of the 
ab'e to diſcern his own inclinations from yours, and | a thing that could only trouble you, and whereof the he 
in this unjuſt and ſevere command one may caſily knowledge could ſerve for nothing, being ve weree. ſce 
know tis Stratonice ſpeaks, and not the King my | nough perſwaded that your paſſion made you longfor al 
father. The obedicnce | owe to him alone cannot be- | your return,and that you would not defer it a minyte MN 
come ſogeneral, and ifI ſhould endeavour to follow | after the end ofthe War. The next day the Prince, WW %* 
the orders you have made him give me, that eflect | was conitrain'd to £0 with the King to Arſacone; a 
of a blind obedience would not now be in my po- | but though ſhe cameto his bed-fide, and that by the I] "v1 
wer. | Kings command,ſhe ask'd him how he did, it wasim. W 
I love as much as you can wiſh,and thouzh Ibein- | poſſible for her todifſemble her repucnancy, or re. wh 
ſenſible to Arſacomes, Ihave a juſt ſenſe of Arſaces | ſolve to give hima favourable look. Yet did Arſaco. il 
-his merits. Alas! (purſued ſhealittleafter) my dear | wes find ſo much contentment in that viſit,that he was ur 
Arſaces,muſt I,while you are fighring for my father, half cured by it,and ſtrengthning; himſelf by the hopes I "* 
fight here againſt thee with ſo much ingratitude? and | the Queen gave him, he recover'd his health withina I} 7" 
muſt the injury he would do thee,make me ſhed tears | few days at:cr. hec 
while thou art ſhedding blood, and perhaps thy own When-he was well again, his viſits to the Princeſs 2 
blood for his ſervice ? This-remembrance drew | were very frequent, and {he was forc'd by the Kings out 
ſhowers of tears from her fair eyes, which for along | command to endure ſome of them ; but whenſoever by! 
time made her unable to ſay more, but when ſhe had | he entertained her with his paſſion, ſhe anſwered him 
vented part of her reſcntments, ſhe ſent for me, be- | with ſo great a coldneſs,and ſhew'd him ſo many to- cel 
lieving ſhe might find ſome conſolation in adviſing | kens of her averſion, that if he were not the molt pre. 
with me. ſumptuous man alive,he would a thouſand times have £ 
As ſoon as 1 came into hcr chamber, ſhe roſe to | loſt all the hopes which the Kings favour andthe } "* 
meet me, and taking a handkerchicf from her eyes, j Queens altiitance had given him ; they are now upon ſho 
Theodates, {faid ſhe) now itis thatall our afteftion | theſe terms, and 'tis not above two days ſince | faw her 
to Arſaces will be neceſſary, for while that poor | him come out of her Lodgings ſo ill ſatisfied, that (ce 
Prince obtains ſuch sallant victories for the King, he | believe he itood in necd of all the Queens endeavours I} ®* 


ingratefully labours for his ruine and for mine, Tis | to comfort him. The Princeſs has uſed all poſſible _ 
but too true, Theodates, andI believe ſhall ſuffici- | means to obtain permiſſion once more to ſee the | ®** 
ently acquaint you with my unhappine!s, by telling | Prince her brother, to 1mpart her diſcontents to him, - 
you, that the King hath commanded me tolove Arſa- | and to make him know the perſon of _Arſaces, of 4 
comes, How, Madam,(ſaid I)has the King commanded | whom ,by reaſon of the ſpics that were ſct toobſerve FX 


you to love Arſacomes? Yes, Theodates,(replicd the,| her,ſhe could never ſpeak anything in ker two former 
Princeſs ) and *tis onely becauſe of that misfortune | viſits ; but ſhe was not able to procure leave of the 7 
that Idefir'd your company, and your conſolation. | King, and we cafily judge, that his refuſal is an effe 


With that ſhe told me all the King had ſaid to her,and | of S17aronce's cunning, who firives to hinder that is 
by that diſcourſe put me into a marvellous confuſion. | communication, Jett it ſhould fortific Berenice inher - 
After I had ſhew'd it by a reaſonable long ſilence, I | averſion to Arſacones,and becaufe ſhe in the Prince's FR 
took the liberty to blame the Kings weakneſs and | captivity finds the continuance of a power, whichhis os 
blind affection, and then I deplor'd thecrofſes 1 fore- | liberty might probab!iy overthrow, wy 
ſaw you wou!ld meet with by this alteration of his hu- Theodates ended his diſcourſe on this manner, and 
mour. _ ; truck me ſo with this news that I could not recoverit ©} ©: 
Whenl lad a little recover'd my firſt aſtoniſhment, | ofa long while ; *Tis true, Ifound much conſolation mn 
fixing my eyes upon the Princeſſes face ; And you, | in my Princeſſes goodneſs, and eſteem'd my ſelf the F , 
Madam, (faid I) what will you do for Prince Arra+x- | happicit man in the world, that I had been able to he 
erxes? 1 will do all that he can hope for from me, | oblige her to ſo perfect a conſtancy ; butI could not "Ml 


(replied Berenice) andin ſpight of all the obſtacles | digett the Kings injuſtice, who would force her n- fill 
that can happen, I'lc never ccaſe to love him, who | clinations for a man whom I judg'*d to Be little wor- 


loves me more than I deſerve, and who for my fake | thy of her love, and remembrins the ſervices I had p 
hath abandoned all. After this aſſurance, which I will | newly done him, I reproach'd his ingratitude'with you 


receive for him, {anſwered I) Idonot think he will | terms full of reſentment, as if he had been acquainted [0 
lament his fortune, and provided you perfilt in this | with my paſſion, and as if he had known how much 
g00d reſolution, I hope that his return, time, and the | was concerned in what he did for Arſacomes. T0 
Prince your brothers liberty, will overcome all the | the ſenſe of this injury I added the fore ſight of thoſe fach 
diſaſters you apprehend Ile perſiſt init tomy grave, | pains and difficulties, which this con{traint would for 
(added thePrinceſs)& all the {irongeſt conſiderations | caufe us; and if I may be permitted to ſay fo, ſome F v., 
ſhall never be able to diſſwade me from loving him | fear likewiſe of change in my Princeſſes humour, who tot! 
while I have breath. Alas, (purſued ſhe) I am too po- | by the Kings authority might poſſibly be brougntt0 F ..1 
werfully obliged ever to diſ-ingage my ſelf, and | forget part of her inclinations tome, She'l parcan FI ,v. 
though my Arſaces were leſs lovely, though he were | me this apprehenſion, for indeed it was very hard told 
leſs great,though he were leſs valiant, owe too much | for a youns Princeſſe, not ſupported by any body itm 
for what he has done for me, and I owe too much to | Jons to reſilt a ſoveraion power, and againtt the fear 
him,who in my aftcCtion alone finds a confelation for | Kings will;to preſerve an allection toward rneywhic 
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Thad no ways deſerv'd but by the greatneſs of mine, 
nd yet ſhe carried her ſelf (as you ſhall ſee by the 
continuation of my ciſ.ourſe ) with a conſtancy, and 
with a generoſity worthy of her ſelf,and of the Prince 
her brother. 1 1n that converſation with Theodates 
z5kd him a thouſand quejtions touching mydear bro- 
ther, but he could tell me nothing of kim, ſave that 
he was ſtrictly kept, that ro body was permitted to 
fe him ; and that notwithitanding the complaints of 
al the Scyrhians, who murmured aloud at the re- 
#raint of their great Prince, the King appear'd more 
obdurate than ever, I hearxen'd to this diſcourſe with 
apreat deal of grief, but after we had ſpent ſome 
hours in it, and that I had inade my ſelf ready to wait 
upon the King, we went together to his Lodgings, 
where Theodates leitme to g0 to my Princeſs, and to 
diſpoſe her to give me a particular audience, She was 
ready prepared forit, and by giving out that ſhe 
was not very well, had freed her ſelffrom the ordina- 
ry viſits ſhe was wont to receive, and lay upon her 
hed, accompanied onely with the Princeſs T heomzres 
and Cyllenta: | went to her chamber as ſoon as | came 
out ofthe Kings, where | had met the Queen, and 
by that encounter had ſav'd a viſit, which in ceremo- 
ry was to have been paid before that to my Prin- 
cels, 

Though ſhe was to be ſeenbut by very few,it was 
not thouzht {trange, that afrer ſo long an abſence, and 
inthe condition 1 then itood in the Kings favour, 1 
ſhould obtain that priviledge. When I'came in to 
her, Theodarcs had led Theowtry into the Cloſet, and 
ſeeing my Princeſs come alone with Cyllenia to meet 
me,l caſt my ſelfat her feet,and while I embrac'd her 
knees, ſhe threw her arms about my neck, and uſed 
al the modelt kinineſies to me I could defire of her. 
The gods have brought you home according to my 


deſires,(ſaid ſhe) nor could they recompence the ſor- 


row your abſence hata cauſed in me, but by the joy 


of your return, 


[ have wiſh'd for you a thouſand times, both for 
your own intere!ts, and for mine ; and if your pre- 
ſence would have been pleaſing to me, your aſſiitance 
woul1 not have been leſs neceſſary in the perſecuti- 
ons] have endured. You have defended your ſclf 
too well againit them, ( anſwer'd I, being raviſh'd 
with thoſe obliging words) to have ſtood in any necd 
of my afſi}ance, an. you have been a better Cham- 
pion for .{rſaces, than Arſcuces could in reaſon de- 
lire. All my blood, fair Berenice is of too mean a value 
to purcauſe the ſinalleit part of theſe obligations,and 
though to requite them 1 ſhould lay down a thouſand 
Ives, ( ifthe gods had given me ſo many) I ſhould 
ſtill remain a Debtor to my Princeſs.In what Ido for 
Jou, (added Berenice) | tollow my own inclinations, 
and my gratitude, which equally oblige me to love 
you, nor did I labour leſs for Berenice than for Ar- 
ſaces, whenT reſiſted the Kings unjuſt commands. O 
gods! (cried I with a tranſported action )) could 
lawfully hope you would recompence my loſſes with 
uchextraordinary bleſſings, and did you reſerve me 
bor thi glorious fortune, when you took away all 
hat you had given me ? I ſpake many other words 
bthis purpoſe. and my Princeſs havirig taken a ſeat, 
add commanded me to fit down by her, after ſhe had 
$Kd me divers queſtions concerning my voyage, 
told me all that I had heard from Theodates, and told 
tmewith an action which ſecured me from all my 
fears, and made me confidently to baniſh all my ap- 
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preheaſions, O gods! how ſweet were her promiſe® 
to ime, and with what incredible raptures did I heaf 
her exprels tie averſion ſhe had to Arſacomes ? Fear 
nothing, my dear Arſaces,. (ſaid ſhe) and if you will 
not ollend me,ſuſpect me not of the leaſt inconſtancy; 
I know well enough to what vertue and obedience 
oblize me, to have hitherto preſerv'd that power 0- 
ver my fclf, which I with reafon may keep. he King 
may well coni{train me to receive Arſacomes his vi- 
ſits, but he cannot con{train me to love him ; and if he 
ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire I ſhould marry him, I 
ſhall have reſolution enough to preferre death before 
that unworthy match. The way to hinder it lies open 
to us,(faid I) and whenſoever you are too much im- 
portur'd by Arſacomes,l wear a ſword that will be a- 
ble to deliver you from his importunities ; I will not 
ſuffer that unequal Competitor to have too juſt an 
advantage over me, and all the authority he hath in 
Scythia thall not defend him from the hands of a Ri- 
val.not altogether ſo unworthy as he is of the glory 
to ſerve you.I brought forth theſe words with a tone, 
that made my Princeſs fear ſome effect of my jealous 
reſentment, but ſhe was deſirous to prevent it, and 
hindring me from ſayins more, You are too prudent 
(replied ſhe) not to forcſce the ruine of your deſign 
inſuchan cnterpriſe, nor can you come to any vio- 
lence againit Arſacomes, without diſcovering to the 
King, and to the whole Court, what by ſo many 
reaſons we are oblig'd to conceal. Do put depend 
upon the aſſurancesI give you; and never let ustry 
the molt dangerous courſes till the extremity. You 
may diſſcmble as you have done hitherto, * and hus- 
band the Kings aftedtions ſo well, as to draw your 
advantage from thence, when once the time is ſea- 
ſonable for you, to declare your ſelf. In the inte- 
rim, we'll uſe our utmott endeavours for my brothers 
liberty, and if we can obtain it, as he in meeting you 
and in the knowledge of your being alive, will find 
cauſes of an inconceivable joy, ſo you, in that ardent 
afleCtion which he juitly bears you, will find all the 
aſſitance, and all the furtherance of your intentions 
you can hope for. Ogods! (cried | at this remem- 
brance)) my dear brother, muſt your vertue, which 
is adored in all other places, be ſo ill underſtood in 
your own Country ? and can thoſe admirable quali- 
ties, which gain you ſlaves and idolators over all the 
world, leave you enemies in Scythia? If Darizn:, 
the enemy of your family could not know you with- 
out honouring and loving you as his own ſon,is it pol- 
ſible you ſhould be uſed as an enemy by htm that was 
the author of your birth ? Then my affection made 
me utter a great many reſenting words againſt the 
Kings cruelty, and after having conſulted a long time 
what we ſhould do,or undertake for you,and having 
vainly contrived cxpedients to ſee you,it grew night, 
which made me take my leave of myPrinceſs,and re- 
tire to my Lodging with Theodates. We ſpent the beſt 
part of that night in conſulting of means to let you 
hear from us, but the notice my Princeſs had given 
me, that all your Guards were at the diſpoſing of 
Stratonice and Arſacomes, and that. therefore there 
was no truſt in them to be hoped for, put all my de- 
ſigns ovt of frame, & was the cauſe we dur!t not think 
of hazarding a Lettcr through their hands ; indeed, 
the Princeſs at her ſecond viſit, might perchance have 
watch'd an opportunity to deliver you one her ſelf, 
without being obſerved if ſhe had thoaght on it afore- 
hand to have writ, but then her hope of procuring a 
greater freedom to ſeeyou, & talk withyou in private 
| | k k 2 was the 
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the cauſe of that neglect, which ſhe was not a little 
ſorry for afterward, and which ſhe intended to have 
repair'd, if ſhe could have obtain'd leave to viſit you 
once a94in; but finding no poſſibility of that,] reſolv'd 
in the end to ſpeak to the King, concerning you, and 
to impſoy all the creditI had with him to get the liber- 
ty ro ſeeyou,and for that purpoſe I went to wait upon 
him the next morning as ſoon as he was up ; he neg- 
lected ail the company that was in the room to favour 
me with exceeding kind reception, which gave me a 
greater confidence than I had before, and made me 
the bolder to attempt ſomething for the ſervice of my 
dear brother. We continued a while in a general 
converſation,but when the King was ready, he took 
me by the hand, and drawing me aſide from all the 
company,lead me to walk with him ina gallery which 
is near his chamber. I was watching an occaſion to 
ſpeak to him of the Prince his ſon, when he himſelf 
began the diſcourſe,and in terms full of anger and in- 
dignation, aggravated the cauſe he had to hate him, 
and never more to have any confidence in him. I 
hearken'd quietly aslong as it pleaſed him to ſpeak; 
but when I had let him vent part'of his choler, and 
that byhis ſilence he ſhew'd that he expected to know 
ſomething of my opinion, Sr, (ſaid I) :f your Ma- 
jeſty would give me leave to ſpeak my thoughts with 4 
little liberty, 1 reallyproteſt I would abuſe it no fur- 
ther, than torepreſent to you what atrue zeal inſpires 
me with. | 
The King looking vpon me at theſe words,and ex- 
pteſſing by his gctture that he expected the continu- 
ation ofmy diſcourſe, 7s zt poſſible, Sir, (purſued1) 
that that ſon of yours,the moſt great andthe moſt love- 
ly of allthe Princes in the wori/d, whoſe vertue found 
wothing but adorers amongſt his greateſtenemes,ſhou'd 
not find ſome remainder of love, or at leaſt of compaſ- 
ſion in the heart of the King his father ! Have thoſe 
faulrs which a violent love made him to commut, and 
for which he hath ſuffer'd ſo long, ſo ſharp a penance, 
choak'd all the tenderneſs of nature in you, and ba- 
nilld the knowledee you had of the ad:airable qualztic; 
of that ſon, whom the gods gave unto maiikind as their 
moſt accompliſh'd workmanſhip ? Where were there a- 
nother King to be found, who would not redeem a ſon 
like Oroondates, by the loſs of a!l his Dominions ? 
and who, in conſideration of his youth, and of his pa- 
fſion, would not forgive an offence, which he accon- 
panied wigh a thouſand great and miraculous altion: ? 
Have not whole years of a ftritt and cruel impriſon- 
ment puniſhed a Prince of his quality ſeverely enough ? 
Are not they that inſpire this rigour into your Maje- 


 fty, and that ſollicite you to a revenge, which fulls 


onely upon your ſelf, ſatisfied with ſo long a captivity; 
and if they love the olory of Scythia, onght they net to 


 endcavonr toreſtore it ats greateſt and moſt iliuſtrious 


Ornament ? Pardon me, Sir, 1 beſeech you, if in 
this conceit IT indiſcreetly intereſt perſons, who it 
may be, are conſiderableto you, but I feel ny ſelf ob- 
lig*d by the honour. you do me, to put you in mind, th.:t 
their own intereſt ſets them on, and that they libour 
to prolong the Princes reſtraint, onely to prolong their 
own authority, Their thoughts perhaps arc yet more 
aeftrutive to the bappineſs of this Kinodom, andof 
your Majeſty in particular; Time will give you infor- 
mations, to which you will lend mere credit than to wy 
words; but if you bearken to the wiſhes of all Scythia, 
and difcern the counſel of your real ſervants, from 
that of others who arc ſwayed by their own particu'ar 
eaas, you will conſider Prince Oroondatces as your ſor, 
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and thoſe that would ruine himin your opinion, u 
fons nat well affetted ro your ſervice, "0 

The Kings would not ſuffer me to paſs -farthe 
but ſtopping me in this part ofmy diſcourſe, Arſace 
( ſaid he ) I know that thou art generous, and = 
the report of ſome vertue which appcar'd in _ 
dates mn his earlier years, makes you ſpeak ag i 
do in his favour. Itis true, he was born with Ei 
good enough,and by the care took in breeding in 
| made him a reaſonable compleat man; but all tj 
good inclinations are lolt, and fince he betraid me,ang 
betraid himſelf, with ſo much baſencſs and meannek 
of ſpirit,l cannot conſider thoſe things that were good 
in himas other than fo many advantages which he has 
unworthily abuſed ; it he had valour,he ſhould hare 
employed it for the good of his Country, and for the 
ſervice of his father, and of his King ; if he had hang. 
ſomneſs and graceful faſhion, he ought to have made 
uſe of- it for a more jultifiable and a more Slorious 
conquelt than that of Darizs his daughter, and of 
Alexanders captive; and in ſhort, ifhe had amhiti. 
on, he ſhon!d have ſhewed it at the head of an Army 
like that of Alexanders, and according to the Rudi- 
ments I had given him, in ſtead of waiting the prime 
of his life vilely and ſhametully in the ſervice of my 
Enemy. 

Theſe words of the Kings touch'd me ſo deeply, 
that I could not poſſibly retain a ſigh or two, and 
ſcarce was able to. keep my tears frbm diſcovering 
how much I was concerned in that diſcourſe ;] ſtrove 
to diſſemble it as well as I could, and looking upon 
the King with an unſatisfied countenance, What, 
Sir, (ſaid I) do you believe then that your ſon has 
ſhamefully abaſed himſelf in ſerving the daughter of 
Darius ? and do you think that Kins held ſo inconfi- 
derable a rank amongſt other Monarchs, that ypu 
look upon the purpoſe your ſon had to contra an 


alliance with him, as a mcan and as an unworthy de- 


fizn ? Iam not ignorant of Darizs his quality, (re- 
plyecd the King) nor was 1t to the defect of that] at- 
tributed Oroond.:tes his meanneſs of ſpirit ; but how 
great ſocver he was, he was an enemy, and my ene- 
my with a kind of hatred, which no conſideration 
w.s able to reconcile, Ah Sir, (added I, more 
nearly touch'd than before) is it poſſible that the 
misfortunes of the houſe of Perſia ſhould not have 
mollifi'd you, and that you ſhould behold the fall of 
it with the eye ofanenemy ? Hath not poor Dariw, 
who was once the greate{t King in the world,foſten'd 
your reſcntments, by ſo lamentable a death, and by 
the loſs of all his family,and can you conſider thatſad 
revolution of his fortune as other than a dreadful ex- 
ample of all Kings in gereral ? No, Sir, youcan 
no longer conſerve againit his memory, and againſt 
what is yet remaining of his Houſe that hatred which 
heretofore produced ſuch fatal effects between you, 
nor can you look upon the aſſiltance Or0907d.:tes gave 
him inhis misfortunes as an unpardonable crime. His 
love was the cauſe of his firit faults, and theſe aft 
actions, which you accuſe of ſo much baſeneſs,were 
inſpired into him by meer generoſity. If Darin his 
ſon were alive, he, if he were able, would repay 
you all the ſervices Dari: received fromOroondateh, 
he would not look upon youas his fathers enemy,but 
as the father of his deare!t fricnd, and if love were 
joyned to thoſe conſiderations, he would give you his 
whole life, and Darizs, if he were living,would ca- 
fily pardon him that offence. The King troubled witi 
this diſcourſe, would not ſuffer me to continue , 
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j {+5428 rule my ſelf{ſaid he)by the example of mine 
[-.-:aies, and of thoſe, who from the beginning of 
heir Empire have by all manner of ways endeavour- 
od to invade that of my Anceitors. I never deſired 

Peace in a War which tney always began, and as 
my hatred was more ju:t and more lawfully ground- 
ed, 'tis not to be thought ſtrange if it be of longer 
continuance. I was infinitely afflicted to fee the 
King ſo obdurate, but I thought it not fit to preſs 
himfarther ; ſo taving walk'd halfa ſcore ſteps with- 
out ſpeaking, Sir, (added 1) ſince your Majeſties in- 
indignation will not ſufſer me to ſay any thing more 
= behalf of the Prince your ſon, be pleaſed to do 
mea favour that cannot be hurtful to your ſervice, 
andgive me leave to have the honour to make him a 
viſit; that which I have heard ſpoken of him may 
excuſe this curioſity, and there are few perſons, in 
whom the reputation of that Prince hath not begot 
ajuſt deſire to ſee him, If I were not bound by Oath 
(replyed the King) I ſhould eafily grant your re- 

veſt, but I have cngag'd my ſelf before the gods 
torefuſc it to all the world. - Theſe. aſt words utter- 
ly ftopp'd my mouth, nor had I the confidence to 
entertain him further upon that ſubject. Tlefr him 
within a while after, but I was fo ill ſatisfied with 
that diſcourſe, that it was cafe for my friends to ob- 
ſerve it in my face, I gave anaccount of it to T heo- 
dates, who was afflicted with me ar the little pro- 
penfity we found in the King to love them that were 
of the blood of Darius ; I miſ-doubted before (ſaid 
|) that Fortune, the pitileſs enemy of our Houle, 
did but feign a reconciliation with me, to make me 
the more ſcaſible of her utmoit crueltics; and I per- 
ccive by this renewing of my misfortunes, that ſhe 
is preparing ſomething againit mc, worſe, if it be 
poſſible, than ail ſhe has made me feel already. The 
hopes ſhe had given me by Oroondates his return find 
themſelves molt cruclly deceiv'd, and that which 
they make him ſuffer in his perſon, isa preſage of 
whatT e're long ſhall ſuffer in mine. Take not an 
alarm ſo ſoon (ſaid Theodates to comfort me) but 
hopefor better uſage from your fortune than that you 
apprehend.Itis true, the King hated the perſon, and 
ISitill an enemy to the memory of Dar:zs, but when 
he ſhall know that *tis to his ſon he is indebted for his 
life, and for the peace of his Kingdom, you ſhall ſee 
al his reſentments give place, and more due ac- 
knowledoment. 

By ſuch like diſcourſe Theodates ſtrove to alJay my 
dſcontents, and the ſame day having communicated 
them to my Princeſs, ſhe by all manner of cxpreſſi- 
ons gave me to underſtand, how great a part ſhe 
bore in them. T laid aſide the reſolution I had taken 
tomake my ſelf known to the King ſo ſuddenly as 1 
mended, and to demand the afſiſtance that was ne- 
cefſary for me to revenge Dariws, to procure the li- 
berty of thoſe that were remaining of his poor fa- 
mily, to recover my Dominions, and to repair my 
honour ; finding that yet I had not power enough 0- 
ver him, and that it was neceſſary to diſpoſe him by 
new and more conſiderable ſervices than thoſe I had 
done him, to forget the animoſity he ſtill kept again{t, 
our houſe, © In the interim, I endeavored by the 
means of Theodates, and by all kind of inventions 
tocorrupt the Guards of the Caſtle of Serey to ob- 
tan a fight of the Prince, but they were always in- 
corable to my entreaties, and immoveable to the 
ders I cauſed to be made them. The King {till 
%xed upon me with his wonted eye, and my Prin- 
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ceſs was as favourable to me as Icould wiſh, but I 
could not ſo well diſguiſe my inclinations to her, but 
that Arſacomes his intereſt made him find occaſion by 
my frequent viſits, and by our long converſations, 
to ſuſpect ſomething, and to redouble his envy to- 
ward me ; yedurit he not openly ſhewit, knowing 
my credit in the Court was not inferior to his, and _ 
fearing to exaſperate the Princeſs more and more 
againit him. But at that time there hapned a very 
ſtrange alteration in my fortune, and now it is that 
i begin to enter into the diſcourſe of my moſt im- 
portant adventures. | 

Ten or twelve days were hardly paſſed fince my 
return, when one morning asI was goingout of my 
chamber, I ſaw ſome of the Kings Guards at my 
dorc, who forbad me to ſtir forth. Iturned toward 
their Captain who was come into my chamber, and 
whom I had received as one that came to viſit me, 
and as | was going to ask him the reaſon of what L 
ſaw, he clapt his hand upon the hilt of my ſword, 
and demanded it of me in the Kings name, I was ſo 
ſurpriſed at that encounter, that he had taken it 
from my fide before I obſerved what he was about, 
and that ajtoniſhment cid . without doubt prevent a 
refiltance, wherein perchance I might have periſh- 
cd. 

No ſooner was I difarm'd, but I looked upon the 
Captain with a countenance, and with an action, 
that ſtruck a terror in him, and made him know, it 
wasno trivial enterpriſe he had performed in ſeizing 
upon me on that manner ; What, Cleobrs, (ſaid I) 
am I a priſoner then ro day in the ſame place where 
yeſterday I was triumphant ? Sir, ( anſwered he ) 
the-King has commanded me to ſecure your perſon, 
nor have I cxecuted his order without being very 
ſorry forit. Do you not know the cauſe of your 
Commiſſion ? ( reply*d I ) and will you not tell me 
for what crime the Scyrhians can accuſe him, whom 
but the other day they called their Defender and Pre- 
ſerver ? No, Sir, (ſaid the Captain ) neither is the 
King wont to declare his intentions to us in employ- 
ments of this nature; I can onely tell you, that 


| yelternight after he was in bed, he gave a long audi- 


ence to a Stranger, who of late has been a follower 
of Arſacomes, and that as ſoon as he was come out 
of the chamber, I received this command. Well, 
(added [) I am bravely rewarded by the King of Scy- 
thia, and the ſervices Thave done him deſerv'd this 
recompence. Though I was ſtirred with a moſt vio- 
lent anger, I would not let it break forth into any 
ſharper expreſſions againſt the father of Oroondares 
and Berenice, and in the juſt ſenſe I had of that uſage, 
I preſerv'd a reſpect which ſuch moving reaſons 
gave me toward him. | 
Thus did I ſce my ſelf a priſoner, where but the 
day before I had appear'd with ſo great renown ; 
and though this kind of uſage was ſomething hard 
to a Prince, who knew no condition inthe world a- 
bove his own, and who by actions conſiderable e- 
nough had deſerved nothing leſs; yet was I fain to 
bear that affliction without murmuring, and to bleſs 
what I began to ſuffer for Berenice. I ſtudied 
at firit to find what might be the cauſe of my 
impriſonment, but when C/eobzs had told me of the 
Kings diſcourſe with that Stranger, I immediately 
believed 4rſaces was diſcovered to be Artexerxes. 
This did not ſeem at all ftrance to me,& I knew very 
well I ſhould have had much ado to be ſo long in Scy- 
thia, without havins my face taken notice or by 
ſome 
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ſome perſon or other, who might have been in the 

Court of Perſia,if the rumor of my death had not fa- 

cilitated my diſguiſe,and croſs'd the opinion of thoſe, 
who elſe might have believed they had ſeen me 
there. I underwent this change of my fortune pati- 
ently enough, and onely- begg d of the gods, that 
my Princeſs might not be intangled in my ruine, the 
Kings ſeverity giving me ſome cauſe of fear for her, 
by the example I had before my eyes of his uſage of 
the Prince's ſon: Scarce had I had the leiſure to confſi- 
der what reſolution I ſhould take, when I ſaw him 
come into my chamber,attended by thoſe in whomhe 
bad greateit confidence, and to whomhe declared his 
mo{t important ſecrets, having left his Guards at the 
door, that they might not be witneſſes of the diſ- 
courſe he defired to have with me. Ifound not that 
cheerfulnefs in his face which he was wont to have 
when he ſaw me, and initead of that kind reception 
I uſually had from him, there was nothing in his 
eyes fand countenance but marks of his anger and 
new animolity. 

I went to meet him at his comming in, with an 
aQion but very little troubl'd, and with my ordinary 
reſpect, and having £iven him a ſalute not muchdit- 
ferent from what he was wont to receive of me, he 
looking upon me with a fiery cyc, and with a face 
kindled by a paſſion which he was not well able to 
Maſter, I come to viſit you ( ſaid he ) Sir Artax- 
erxes, and this reſpeCtisa beginning of what is due 
to the knowledge of your quality ; the 1gnorance of 
it has made me faulty toward you, but when T ſhall 
once have it confirm'd by your own mouth, I wil 
repair the errors I have committed, by uſage more 
ſuitable to what I owe to the Prince of Perf. Aﬀf- 
| ter theſe words I no longer had any reaſon to doubt 
the cauſe of my impriſonment, and though in them I 
obſerved an extraordinary ſharpneſs, I was not ter- 
rifi'd enough to diſown the blood of Darius. I judg- 
ed that ſuch a baſeneſs would render me unworthy of 
the honour I had to be deſcended from him, and that 
all the dangers I could apprehend after that diſcovery 
ought not to be ſufficient to make me ſtoop to ſo 
ſhamefull a diſimulation. In this belicf, looking up- 
onthe King with confidence enough, They that en- 
deavour to ruine me in your Majeltics thoughts (ſaid 
] ) have but ſmall knowledge of your generoſity, 
and of the little love I bear to life, but if it were a 
thouſand times more dear to me than it is, an1 that 1 
manifeſtly ſaw the loſs of it in this confeſſion, there 
is no fear ſo powerful as to make me diſavow the 
honour [ have to be of the race of Darizs, His mis- 
fortunes, which ought to ſerve all Kings for an ex- 
ample, have not.taken any thing from him of his dig- 
nity, nor from W of the glory|ro be born of the firit 
Monarch of all the earth; if I did not declare it 
ſooner, *twas becauſe I waited till fortune ſhould 
preſent me with occaſions to do you ſervices that 
might be conſiderable enoughto blot that hatred out 
of your mind which you have born my family, and« 
to make me diſcover that more handſomely, which 
I now onely confirm to your Majeſty, after the 
knowledge you have of it already. Yes, Sir, I am 
Darizs his ſon ; fortune brought me into your terri- 
tories after ſhe had made me to be taken from amons 
the dead bodies at the Battel of Se/era ; Your ver- 
tue, your favourable uſage, and the remembrance 


me here, and the hope I had n your generoſity and 


of what I ow'd to the friendſhip of Oroondares, itaid 


in the ſupport of my dear brother, brought me back 
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again after the loſs of my neareſt friends, ang of 
dominions. . ! 

I believed that by my ſervices I micht mer; 
youa part of that affection on had __ 
from Darius, and that againſt our general Eneq, 5 
could not hope for a more fitting ſantuary than in the 
Court of my friends father, and ofa King, who had 
honoured me himſelf with his affection, Nor dig 
I onely hope that King and that friend would afor 
me a ſecure retreat, butalſo their aſſiſtance, to raif 
my ſelf to the Throne again, to revenge the geyy 
and captivity of my father, mother, and liters, and 
to recover my reputation, If this confidence in Your 
generoſity be my crime, | cannotydeny, Sir, but] 
am truly cirminal, and if this knowtedge has mage 
me loſe my liberty, and cauſed the change l obſerye 
in your Majeſty, I will not diſavow it, nor kide him 
from your indignation, who hath voluntarily expof. 
cd himſelf to it. 

uttered theſe words with an afſuredneſs, which 
as I believe, hindred the King from interrupting ms 
before 1 had ended them ; but when i had dore ſpeak- 
ing, he turned his flaming eycs wpon thoſe that were 
with him, and then ſetting them upon my face with 
a furious action, 1s it true then ( ſaid he ) that yoy 
are Darin his ſon, and that you are bold enoughto 
make a confeſſion in my preſence, which cannot bur 
be fatal ro you amonglt the Scyrhians ? Ts it truethat 
you are the ſon of my mortal and irreconcilable Ene: 
my, of him who hath often dyed our fields red with 
the blood of our ſubjects, and with mine own, and 
who many times brought fire, ſword, and defolation 
into my Kingdom, and inſtead of conſidering 
that the gods have delivered you into my hands 
to give me ſome ſatisfaction for the injuries | 
have reccived from you and yours, do you pretend 
to be protected and afſfiited my me ? 1 was mov'd 
with this cruel diſccurſe, but I yet conſidered the 
father of Berenice and Oroondares, and frugling a- 
cainſt my reſentments to keep my ſelf within the re- 
ſpect Iow'd him, It is true, Sir, ( repliedI) Iam 
the ſon of him who was herctoforc your enemy; but 
that which I have done for you and yours, the marks 
whereof are ſtill freſh in the heart of your King- 
dom, and in the limits of your territories, and 
which I alſo bear in many parts of my body, may 
ſufficiently tell you, that you have few friends have 
done you ſervices like thoſe you have receiv'd from 
the ſon of your Enemy. No, Sir, Ido not believe 
you can yet hold Him for your Enemy, who aban 
doned his own intereſts for yours, and who, to the 
prejudice of his Dominions, to the prejudice of his 
bloud, nay, and even to the prejudice of his honour, 
fought for you and yours, while his Countrey was 
on fire, and while his neareſt friendsbecame a prey 
to the fury of his enemies. 


I know not whether the Kings anger was then Þ 


riſen of it ſelf to the heighth,or that theſe words ( ac 
companied with ſome reproaches ) drew him to Cv 
tremity of rage ; but howſoever it were, he then 
went beyond the bounds of that moderation whict 
was befitting a perſon of his quality, and breaking 
forth witha violence which put a fear into all thoſe 
that attended him, Ah! impoſtor, ( cried ke ) doll 
thou think by.thy artifices to eſcape my jult incigna- 
tion, and to diſguiſe thoſe pernicious deſignes whit 
brought thee into Scythia ? thou camelt to execute 
what thou hadit plotted with Orooxdates in Pearſi, 
and tis for that end thou haſt lived here unknown 
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my Kingdom 3 the example of that friend hath 
frengthen'd thee into thy wicked intentions, and by 
thine own confeſſion thou art capable as he 1s of all 
manner of perfidiouſnetſs, after having betrai'd thy 
nearelt kindred, and abandon'd thy father in his ut- 
moſt calamitics. O gods : how deeply did theſe 
epel and injurious words picrce into my ſoul! and 
wow was the gricf I. felt for thoſe dear friends re- 
new'd, by that wrongful, bloody reproach, of ha- 
rig betrai'd them, and of having abandon'd them ; 
certainly it would be very hard to expreſs it, and 
till ſuffice me to tell you, I loſt part of my reaſon, 
1nd part of my underitanding, and *tis the loſs of 
them, dear brother, that ſhail obtain your pardon 
fr what my tranſport made me reply to him, whom 
mature hath tied you to with ſo neara relation. In- 
orateful, barbarous Kins ( ſaid I )if thou hadit any 
fark of honour, or any [une of vertue, thou wouldit 
remember that thou had{ not now been alive but for 
tim whom thou uſelt ſv unworthily, nor woutdi: 
thou go about to blaſt the reputation of two Princes, 
who have nothing to be a{hun'd of, but what the 
one received from thee, and which the other has 
done for thee. I cannot draw any example from my 
fore-fathers of the pertidivuſieſs wherewith thou re- 
proacheſt me, and that of his cannot corrupt the ver- 
tueof Or00243tes, Compleat thy cruelties acainit 
him, to whom they ſhail hencetorth be dearcr-than 
thy friendſhip, and ſince thou neither deſe: veit ſuch 
afonas Oro:zdates, nor ſucha friend as Artauncraccs, 
olat thy ſelf with the remnant of the moit iliuitrious 
blood in the world, and believe, that for all Iam a- 
fone, and unarm'd, I could yet ſhed thine,if a ftronger 
conſideration than any reſpect to thee did not with- 
hold me At theſe ſo bold, an4 perhaps ſo unlook'd 
for words, the Kins ſtood as immovable as a ſtatue ; 
[know no what reaſon hindred him from letting looſe 
his indignation in{tantly upon me, ſecing he might 
very eaſily have caus'd me to be Kill'd : but I could 
no longer endure his preſence, and as ſoon as ever I 
had done ſpeaking I turn'd about, and went into my 
Cloſet, ſhutting the door after me. 

Bchold a very ſuddain change, end a ſtrange re- 
volution of my fortune ; the day before I had been 
conſidered among the Scythians, as he, who by thc 
greatneſs of his credit was te onely man that cou 
diſpute for the firſt place with Arſacomes, and then ] 
ſaw my ſelf not onely fallen from that power, but had 
driven my affairs to ſuch extremities, tnat in all pro- 
bability I was like to periſh ; Yet the fear of that 
touch'd me but a little, and as nothing but Berer:ce 
and 0r00dates made me care for life, ſo nothin but 
tieir remembrance was able to diſquiet me ; I fear'd 
that the King was inform'd of my love, and of my 
Princeſſes favour toward me,as well asof my quality, 
and this lait knowledge of his rigour made me alſo a- 
rd for the deſtiny of Or00ndares : Theſe apprehen- 
lons were then my ſharpeſt difcontents, and if love 
and friendſhip had not united themſelves with my dif- 
alters to torment me, I had courage enough, and 
was ſufficiently inured to -misfortunes, to bear my 
mpriſonment with patience, The King had been 
upon the very point of letting his wrath break; forth 
immediately again{t me, and was ſo highly offended 
at my words, that if he had not been as prudent a 
Politician, as he was a violent and rigorous Enemy, 
he would have made me find a ſuddain death among 
the Javelines of his £uards ; Yet did he over-maſter 
limſelf, whether it were that he juds'd other forma- 
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lities neceflary for the putting to death of a man of 
my quality,or that he believ'd the Scyrhians lov'd me 
too well to ſuffer ſucha violent execution without 
murmuring. Before he went out of my chamber, he, 
by an Oath, which is inviolable among the Scythians, 
bound all thoſe that were come in with him, to keep 
tae knowledge of my true quality ſecret; and inven- 
ting another pretence for my being caſt out of favour, 
he kept the whole world in ignorance of the true one, 
The day was not balf run out, when my Guards, 
leading me out of my lodgings, made me get into a 
Chariot, and having ſhut the ſides of it up cloſe, re- 
moved me to a houſe that was the uſual place where 
great perſons were wont to be impriſoned ; there 
was I put, and kept with much watchfulneſs and ſe: 
verity. True it is.my Keepers were as civil to me as [ 
could defire without hurt to themſelves,and remem- 
bring the credit I had lately had among{t them and 
how I hadoften made uſe of it in their favour, they 
comply'd with me in all things that could not ſerve to 
the attaining of my Liberty, "Twasby their means I 
procured, that Cr:ton and the two Scyrhians Theoda- 
tcs had put to me, and who had accompanied me in 
my voyagcs, ſhould be of the number of thoſe that 
wereleft ro wait upon me : They had the freedom to 
get out and in, but from the ſecond day they were 
ſearch'd, which wasthe cauſe | durſt not venture any 
Letters by them, for fear of putting the Princeſs and 
thoſe in whom I trulited into manifeilt danger. The 
King at firit had ſome ſuſpition of Theodares, and 
knowing the near friendſhip that was between us, he 
believed him not ignorant of my true quality, nor of 
thoſe deſignes whereof he accuſed me, and was going 
to have clapt kim up as well as me, but within a while 
after having asked him certain queſtions aboutit, he 
found a great deal of innocence in his anſwers, and re- 
membring the fidelity wherewith he had ever ſerved 
him, he gave over ſuſpecting him, and believed, that 
his friendſhip to me was grounded upon ſome obliga- 
tions I had laid upon him. Yet did he refuſe him leave 
to viſit me, and uſed all thoſe ſo ill who dared to ask 
him, that no body had the boldneſs to ſpeak to him of 
it ary more. By this order it came to paſs, that I was 
many days before I heard from my Princeſs, or from 
Theedates, ani I paſſed them with an inconceivable 
tediouſneſs and impatiency. Till then I had not im- 
parted any thing of my love, or of my true quality 
to Critez, nor to my two Scythians, believing thoſe 
ſecrets ſo important as not to be truited to any man 
except Th:cdates, but they were made acquainted 
with my birth, by the diſcourſe the King had with 
me, and [ had already received ſo great and fo cer- 
tiin proofs of their fidclity, in a fervice of many 
years, that though the neceſſity of my affairs had not 
obliged me to diſcover my felt to them, I thought 1 
could no longer conceal any tining from them with- 
out being /ungrateful. I laid my heart therefore 
open to them, and that laſt knowledge they had of 
me, havins made them more reſpectiull than be- 
fore, they caſt themſelves at my fect, and recciv- 
ed that proof of my confidence in them with ſuch 
a Zeal and ſuch an aection, as drew tears from my 
eyes, and made me find ſome comfort in my aff};Ctt- 
on: Yet durit I not give them any meiſage to my 
Princeſs, but they ſaw Theodrres often, and not 
darins to bring any Letters from lim for tear of the 
hazard they ran of being fearch'd, they told me by 
word of mouth, how cxtrcamly he was grieved for 
my misfortune, and how he had taken a reſolution, 
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either to periſh, or to find ſome means to ſee me, 
and do me ſervice ; they alſo brought me word from 
him,that my Princeſs took as deep an intereſt in my 
ſufferings as I could defire,& that notwithitanding all 
the endeavours ſhe uſed to difſemble her ſadneſs,ſhe 
cealdnot hinder part of it from appearing in her face. 
Though 1 doubted not before of my Princeſſes 
goodneſs, I was coforted by this news, and pre- 
pared my ſelf with more joy to undergo all the miſe- 
riesI was deſtined to for her ſake ; yet could | not, 
for all my conſtancy, keep my ſclf from bewailing 
my captivity ſometimes, but much leſs for the dan- 
ger that threatned me. and tor the loſs of that favour 
to which I was raiſed, than for the abſence of my 
Princeſs ; and when I complained of the King of 
Seythia's cruelty and inpratitude, I accuſed him not 
ſo much for having deprived me of my liberty, as 
for having deprived me of the ſight of Zerenice. 
My furtheit walk was limited within the ſpace of 
a chamber, a cloſſet, and an outward room, where 
Criton and my two Scytkians lay, My chamber 
had a window that over looked a ſcurvyGarden, but 
the window had a double iron grate before it, and 
the garden was excloſed with a very high wall, One 
night I was in my bed, where my cruel diſquiets 
would not ſuffer me to ſleep, when in that {till filence 
[ often heard a noiſe at my window, and hearkning 
attentively to ir, I ghefſed that 1t was cauſed by cer- 
tain ijtones which were thrown againit the iron bars; 
| called C:+:» "who was aſleep in the Ante-cham- 
ber, and having made him riſe. I bad him open the 
window. Scarce had he done ſo, when by help of 
the Moon. which Then cat a cim taint light, he per- 
ceived a min inthe Garden, he as ſoon as he heard 
the noiſe of the window, came near enough to be 
known by Cr:ron for Prince Theodates; Crit2n no 
ſooner knew him, but hetold me of it, and preſent- 
ly I leaped out of bed, with a joy intermixed with 
fear, by reaſon of the danger to which my Theoda- 
res expoſed himſelf, As ſoonas I diſcerned him, 
I put forth my head as far as the grate would ſuffer 
me, and raiſing my voice as loud as I durit, for fear 
of waking my Guards, who were aſleep in a room 
beyond the Ante-chamber, My dear friend (ſaid i) 
isit you? Yes, Sir, (anſwered he ) it iseven I, and 
if I have not the liberty to entertain you at a ncarcr 
diſtance, neither accuſe tne fear of danger, nor the 
want of my affection. It is too wel] known to 1ne 
todo ſo, (reply'd 1). and you now give mea proof 
of it, for which I with all my heart would have dil: - 
penſed with you; *tis not without trouble that I en- 
joy this happineſs, and how dear ſoever you are to 
me, I had rather want it th:n ſee you put your for- 
tune to ſo manifeit a hazzard. Ple hazzard it at any 
time, and my life withal,(faid Theodates)torepay a 
part of what I owe you,and if necd ſhould requireme 
to giveit you without any condition, you ſhall never 
Tec me avoid the occaſions. You are too generous in 
your friendſhip (anſwered I) tobe the friend of Ar- 
faces, and the Heavens ought to have given your 
vertue a more happy choice. We had ſome other 
words of civility upon that ſubject, but having put 
anend to them to fall into a more important conver- 
ſation, Well, dear Theodares, (ſaid I) how ſtands 
my fortune, and what are my Princeſſe*s thoughts 
in this change of mycondition? Does not fear,or ſome 
unjult conſideration of what ſhe owes to her fathers 
incl-nations, make her abate ſomething of the at- 
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confirmations of my Princeſſes atleCtion, 


ſection ſhe has promiſed me ? Docs the not repent | 
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coes ſhe not bear his misfortune with an inſenſy 
neſs, whereof I ſhould never have ſuſpected ker 
You have leſs cauſe to do fo than ever (ſaid Theo, 
zes) nor can you complain of her in this occaſiq 
without doing an act of injuſtice, whereof : 
could never deſerve pardon, Her thoughts - 
more paſtionate and more obligins to you than You 
ought to Jelire, and | can affure you, ſhe ſtood in 
need of all her courage to keep her ſelf from finki 
under her diſcontent.  . Cy /eni4 andI receive ws 
which will not futfter us to doubt of it, and you ſhall 
receive ſome your ſelf by this Letter, whereof Jy. 
dcrtook the delivery, +... 

Attheſe words I felt a joy, which for a fewmg. 
ments made me forget all my afliQtions,and callin 
Criton to me again, whom I had ſet to watch ner 
the room where my Guards lay, we ſtudied toge. 
ther for ſome invention to draw up the Letter tous: 
Wecut ſome of our Linneninto narrow pieces, and 
tying them one to another;made a ſtring long enouph 
to reach to Theogates ; hetook it by the end andti 
ed the Letterto it, and I no ſooner had got it int 
my hands but I made Critor light a cand'e, and not 
fearing Theodates would take it ill, I read theſe wel 
come words from my adored Princeſs, 


The Princeſs Berenice to Prin 


Arlaces. 


* qt you have met with ingratitude a- 
who [| monole my friends, ftretch not your 
© reientments, my dear Arſaces, fo far as 
* me, but bulicve my conaition cannot be 
* good folong as yours is bad ; TI ſuffer be- 
* cauſe you, are 1} uſed, and I ſuffer the 
* more becauſe you ſuler for my ſake, Not 
*tnat] bewail my deltiny, 1f you continue 
*to love me; TI ſhall never be unhappyit 
*you be ever faithful, nor {hall you ever 
*be unfortunate if Zerenice's aftcction can 
* contribute to your felicity ; all the per- 
*{ecutions that riſe up againſt us {hall not 
+ beavle to ſhake it, and the King of Sy- 
** 7/14 can ſhew no cruelty to Arjaces, that 
*© will not equally be fatal to 


Berenice. 


In theſe, few words, which I kiſſed a thouſan] 
times, I found ſo many cauſes of comfort, that [in 
ſome ſort rejoyc'd at my i:npriſonment, which had 
afforded me the occaſion of receiving thoſe ſweet 
This con- 
fideration would have taken me up whole hovrs, if 
I had not made a conſcience of abuſing 7%eodarcshis 
paticnce, who was waiting alone in the Garden. and 
who.for all he was a Prince, did me the fame Offices 
I could have hop'd for from my meaneſt ſervant, 45 
ſoon as he was come clofe under my window, pl 

ting 
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«my head out a8 I had done before, oſt oblip ing 
Prince,((aid and the moſt generous friend of all thoſe 
that ever bore that name, your goodneſs puts me into a 
confuſjon which 1 am not able to expreſs. *T is enough, 
(interrupted Theodates) reſerve theſe complements for 
hers, and think now of ſending the Priaceſs an an- 


ir Since you will have it ſo,(repited I) Ile arive my | 


incivility to the utmoſt, and I know you wall be ſo good 
4 to pardon tt, 11 conſideration of my misfortunes, 
With theſe words I went from the window, leaving 
my good friend to walk alone in the Garden, The 
ame ſervants that had accompanied him,and that had 
brought theLadder wherewith he had gotten over the 
Wall,ſtaidfor him in the next ſtreet, and kept watch 
tohinder him from being ſurpriſed, C7:r09 had found 
means, from the beginning of my impriſonment, to 
rocure Ink and Paper from my Guards, and having 
given it me,I wrote to my Princeſs in theſe terms, 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. 


0,my dearPrinceſs,T ſhall never be unfortu- 
N nate ſo long as you remember me 5 and all 
that I ſhall ſuffer for you, inſtead of affliding 
me, ſhall be accounted a moſt glirious re- 
compence. 't was not 74 the Kings power to de- 
prive me of my liberty, T loſt it when 1 aw you 
firſt:and by making me ceaſe to ſee you, be can 
wither take it away,nor reſtore it, Tet has he 
oſed all the cruelty he conld againſt xe,and not 
being able to rob me of my Princeſſes affeition, 
be has rabb d me of her ſreht, ſrmce that was a 
thing within the limit of bis authority. It is one- 
h in the want of it that my impriſonment con- 


ffs, and being forbidden to ſee you, T ſhould 


be as nuch a priſoner in the open freld as in the 
cloſeſt dungeon. Fear nothing therefore for me, 
dear Princeſsſince (except thoſe that depend on 
you this is the greateſtunhappineſs Tean receive 
and being ſecured by your promiſe o| wiatſoe- 
ver I could appretend,all that our enemies can 
dois not terrible enough to ſtrike fear into the 
courage of Arſaces. 


When I had folded up this Letter, I tied it to the 
ſtring, and going to the window again I let it down 
nto Theodates his hand, with words full of affection 
adacknowledgment for the good ofi:es hedid me. 
We had ſome other diſcourſe touching what the 
ings intentions might be again{t me, whereof The- 
oates told me he was as ignorant as I; yet could he 
not believe that King would. come to extremities a- 
ganit me, after the ſervices I had done to his King- 
Om, and to his perſon ; and we both believ'd he 
would ſpin out my impriſonment in length, to deter 
mine of it according to the event of his affairs. We 
tad many things to ſay to one another, but | fear'd lelt 


Theodates ſhould be ſurpriſed in ſo long a viſit,and ſo b- 


brc'd him to go away, though he deſir'd to have dil- 
curſed with me longer. 

After that night, I ſaw him and many others by the 
lame means, but never without bringing me marks 
my Princeſſes remembrance, and *twas by them I 
ſen'd the weariſomneſs of my impriſonment, which 
alter the loſſes I had undergone would not have been 
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ſupportable but for thoſe ſweet conſolations.] learn'd 
by him how Arſacomes continued his perſecutions; 
and though I found a remedy againſt that miſchief, in 
the knowledge of the little fruit they reap'd, I ſaw 
great cauſe of fear, when I heard they were approv'd 
by the King ,and that infolent man employ'd his au- 
thority to acquire what he could not obtain by the 
merit of his perſon, 

My Princeſs did me the honour to write me divers 
Letters upon that ſubject, and receiv'd a great many 
of mine about it ; you will diſpence with me if I re- 
peatthem nor, for if I ſhould tie my ſelf puncually 
to a particular recital, my narration would be ofan 
extraordinary length, I had already been many 
months in priſon, (thetrue cauſe of it being known 
but to very few,who being bound by Oath, never de- 
clared that ſecretto any body)during which] at ſeve- 
raltimes heard news from Theodates,which produced 
difterent cftects in me ; The firſt was that of Zops- 
r1v*5entring into Scyrhia, whoſe firſt progreſs Theo- 
dates told me, and with it the fright of all the Scychi- 
ans, upon the report of Alexanders coming. I con- 
tinued many days without Icarning what General 
would be ſent again(t thoſe dreadful Enemics, though 
T heodates brought me word, that all the Scythians 
petitioned the King for their Princes liberty,and cried 
aloud, that no other body could be ſet to oppoſe that 
Conquerour of all the earth. The King,by the counſel 
of the intereſſed perſon, did long forbear to fatisfie 
their deſires, but in the end, he found fo much juſtice 
in them, or rather ſo little ſecurity to himſelf and his, 
in the cleCtionof another Commander.,(he himſelf be- 
ing already grown iniirm with years, and very unfit 
to undertake ſuch an enterpriſe ) that he promiſed 
them what they had ſo earneltly long'd for,and reſol- 
ved to put an endto that tedivus & unjuit captivity for 
which all Scychia had much lamented.I was extream- 
ly overjoy'd when Leard this pleaſing news by The- 
odates, and nova [ricnd{hip to my dear brother 
was ſufficient aloffe to make me ſo,yet I confeſs it was 

encreaſed by ſome little mixture of intereſt.I doubted 
not but I ſhould {till find the ſame affeQion from him 
he had formerly ſhew'd me, and was confident, that 
in the authority he was goings to recover, I might 
hope for all the ſupport, and all the aſſiſtance I could 
delire. Yet did I not think it fit he ſhould ſo ſoon learn 
the truth of my aftairs,for fear le{t being but upon the 
point of getting again into his fathers good opinicn, 

the endeavours he ſhould uſe in favour of me might . 
calt him into his diſpleaſure more deeplythan before, 
and deitroy a fortune that was yet but weakly ſetled. 
To prevent this danger, I made Theodares ſwear he 
wou'd doa thing I ſhould defire him, and after Ihad 
ſtrongly engaged him, that there was no longer any 
cauſe to doubt his promiſe, I entreated him, brother, 
that he would not make you acquainted with what he 
knew concernins me, till the. end of the War 
to which you were going, becauſe I was afraid that 
news would be enough to make youquit the employ- 


ment that was given you, which would certainly in- 


cenſe the King again!t you more than ever,and fo ut- 
terly ruine you. Theodares made preat dificulty of 
granting me this requeſt, but ze was ſo fat tied by his 
Oath (whereof the Scyrbians have a particular vene-e 
ration)that after he had reſited a z-0d while, he was 
fainin the end to confirm the promiſe he had mad 
me. This was/ the cauſe, dear brother, that 


hindred him from telling you my adventurcs, 
during that voyage in which he accompanied 
| I 


You, 
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you, though, as he has told me fince, it was not 
without great violence upon his inclinations. The 
Prince of Scythia interrupting Arſaces here, Jt #5 
true, (ſaid he) brother, Theodates did religiouſly 
obſerve what he had promiſed you, and ſtill ſpeaking 
to me of you as of Arſaces, he contented himſelf with 
begetting a love in me toward you,by the recital of your 
good qualities, without ever making me ſuſpett that 
you were Artaxerxes. Alas ! I'was far from magin- 
ins any ſuch thing, and neither time, nor the con- 
 xginued courſe of my adventures, bad been able to make 

- me loſe the remembrance of my dear brothers death ; it 
was always preſent to my thoughts, and new I call to 
mind, that when it arew tears from my eyes, and made 
me fall into thoſe lamentations which I owed unto ſo 
dear a memory, Theodates world aliedge examples 
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to make me believe,that by ſomeſtrange eff eli of fortune | 
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you might ſtill be alive, and that there had been 


perſons deceived after as great probabilities y 


| choſe which had perſwaaed uw you were dead, While 


the Prince was ſpeaking thus, dinner wasbrovghtin 


& thoſe illuſtrious perſons made a pleaſing meal to. - 


gether, during which, their diſcourſe was partly con 

cerning the marvellous events Arſaces had recountes. 
and they hadno ſooner dined but that Prince diſpoſeg 
himſelf ro go on with the remainder of his ſtory ; the 
company, who ſear'd leſt ſpeaking ſo long miphthe 
hurtful to him in his preſent condition, would haye 
diſſwaded him from continuing his narration, buthe 
told them he felt himſelf well encugh to make an end 
of it without prejudice to his health;and fo having put 
them into their former ſi:ence, he went on where he 
had leſt,on this manner. | 


The Endof the Third Book, 


The Continuation of the Fourth Part of 
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HE joylI had receiv'd, dear Brother, by 
the news which gave me hope of your 
liberty, was moderated by that which 
Theodates brought me the day after, 

when he told me the King had commanded him to 
accompany you in that Voyage, which Arſacores, 
who was alſo to go along with you. This was a ve- 
ry ſenſible blow to me, and when I ſaw my ſelf re- 
duc'd to loſe the conſolation of that dear friend, I 
knew not which way I ſhould be able to bear it. The- 
* odates ſeemed nd leſs troubled at it than I was, and 
would rather have drawn the Kings anger upon him- 
ſelf, than have forſaken me in a ſeaſon when he was 
ſo neceſſary to me; but I was very unwilling my 
friendſhip ſhould be prejudicial to him, therefore re- 
preſenting that I was not like to run any hazard of my 
life during his abſence,and that the King ſeemed to be 
a little mollified fince my impriſonment ,l after a long 
conteſtation, perſwaded him to leave me for a time. [ 
will not entertain you with the diſcourſe of our farc- 
wells,the place would not ſuffer vs to embrace one a- 


 Wnother;but it hindrcd usnot from ſaying allthat ſo ten- 


der an affection as ours,could make us utter at ſucha 
parting. We took as good order in my affairs, as the 
haitineſs of your departure would permit ; but it was 
ſo ſudden,that the next day I was deprivedofthatdear 
friend, who ſo generouſly aſſiſted me to ſupport the 
burthen of my misfortunes, I heard in what manner 
the King had fetcht you out of priſon himſelf, and 
how he had made you to take horſe, without giving 
you the liberty to come into the Town, or o much 
as to ſee the Princeſs your ſiſter, and I judg'd with 
ſome probability, that knowing how earnetily you 
woutd intereſt your ſelf on my behalf, he had usd 
that caution in your departure, to keep you fromall 


knowledge of me;which I the rather belicv'd becouſe - 


he appointed none of thoſe to wait upon you in your 
vioage,who had been preſent at our laſt converſation; 
& for Arſacomes if he knew who I was as it was like- 
lyhe did,fince it was by one of his creatures I thought 
my ſelf to have been diſcovered, he wanted not ma- 
ny reaſons powerful enough to oblige him to ſilence, 
I wasleft in a very gloomy night, though it were light 
tencd with ſome ſmall beam of hope, in the exepdati 

on 
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gnof your Feturn, and ſweetned with ſome comfort 
yy rhe going away of .2rſacomes, who by that means 
loit the opporruity of making any advantage of my 
 -riſonment.for the furtherance of his pretenſions to 
ie - *tis true,the Queen his Siter ſupp 1ed his 
nce well enovgh, and tormented that poor Princeſs 
"ſuch manner.that ſhe was often con{tratn'd to make 
compl+ints againft her, by whoſe.l] uſage ine was 
jriven beyond the limits of her uſual moderation, | 
receiv d no m:ore of her Letters after Theodates his 
teparturebutCr:t07 ſawCyllenia everyday ,and lear- 
ned news of her, which ke {till brought me by word 
of mouth. This was ſome cafe to my affliftions for be- 
no deprived of ſodear a ſight, yer not fo great an 
me, but that they began to overwrielm me, and to 

it me into ſuch a concition as might have mov'd 
pity eVEN in the King of Scyrb:a himſelf, I liv'd on this 
mnzer,or rather ſuttercd a continual death, when m:y 
miſeries receiv'd a bloody ſurcharge and that which I 
had ever apprehended. 

Queen when: finling with what repugnance 
the Princeſs defended her ſelf again't her Brothers 
ifection, and imagining by the opinion ſhe had of 
kin, that he was handſome enough to merit hers. be- 
jiev'd that ſo {trong a refiftance, both again{t his per- 
ſecutions, and againſt the Kings command, could not 
H_ any thing elſe but an averſion caus'd by 
ſome other 19ve. 

Arſacome; had already told her his ſuſpitions of 
me, and had by that advertiſement oblig*d her to 
obſerve my actions more heedfully than before ; 
nor was ſhe contented with that care, but that ſhe 
might be perfectly ſatisfied of the truth, ſhe by pre- 
ſents and promiſes, had corrupted one of the Prin- 
ceſſes Maids, who had formerly belonged to her, and 
had ſodifpoſed her to a treacherous complyance with 
ter intentions, that that.diſloyal Wench had no 0- 
tier thought but to play the ſpic upon her Mittreſſes 
ations, and to ſeek occaſions of betraying her,as the 
means to make her ſelf a fortune. The Princeſs truſted 
hernot with the ſecret of her affection.neither aid ſhe 
miltrult her,but next to Cy.leaia uſed hex as favoura- 
bly as any of the reſt, 

She obſerved the frequent difcourſes between 
Criton and Cyl/enta during my impriſonment, and 
by telling the Qu-en vf them confirm'd her in her 
lupitions, and drew more conſiderable gifts and pro- 
miles, that engag'd her further in her pernicious de- 
pn, which ſhe found means to effect when ſhe leaſt 
expected it, The Princeſs contrary to the requeſt 
| tad often made her, kept all my letters, and not 
flinking ſhe had anybody about her ſo falſe as to ſeek 
bbetray her, onely lockt them up in a cabinet, with 
tioſe other things The valued moit. One day having 
ſhut her ſelf up into her Cloſet with Cyllenia, after 
lehad entertained her a while with the grief which 
ter goodneſs made her ſenſible of for my ſufferings, 
he called for her Cabinet, and ſought to comfort 
ter ſelf in her diſcontents, by her reading of my let- 
ters, SShe fate leaning upon a Table, where ſhe 
read them over one after another, but before ſhe 
tad done, ſhe was ſurprized in that tedious em- 
ms, by ſleep which inſcnſibly {tote into ter 

es, 

Cyllenia not taking notice that her Miſtreſs was 
len aſleep,and being call'd away by ſome other bu- 
neſs, went very imprucently out of the Cloſet, ſhut- 
ingrhe door but half way after her. While ſhe was 


Went and the' Princeſs aſleep, that p —_ 
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creature who ſetv'd Srratonice in her intefifion, and. 
had ſer her mind upon nothing bur her treachery, 
came either by chance, or out of defign into the 
Chamber, where ſhe neither found the t rinceſs nor 
any of her Comp-nions ; and then drawing near the 
Cloſet door, which ſhe ſaw half open, after ſhe had 
pull'd it a little further, ſhe thruſt in her head, and 
law the Princeſs afleep upon the latt letter ſhe was 
readin2.and by her all the teft, whereof ſome were 
open. 1 hat fight made her gheſs inſtantly part of the 
truth, and taking courage by hope of the recompence 
ſheexpected, ſhe grew to bo'd as to go into the Clo- 
ſet, and to jteal ſoftly to the Table,where ſecing that 
her Mitreſs wakened not, ſhe took four of my let- 
ters, from among a ſcore of others,and putting them 
up in hatce, went out' again not making any noiſe, 
and paſſed through the Chamber without meeting a« 
ny body that could diſcover her. Within a while 
after, Cyilez:ia being returned, and Berenice awake, 
the gave her the Cabinet to ſet away, not perceiving 
the theft, by reaſon of the number of Letters. The 
wench was no ſooner in a place where ſhe could 
look upon the prey, but ſhe preſently caſt her eyes 
uponit, and in the firſt words ſhe read, found all 
that was deſired of her. She delayed not a minute 
to £0 to Srratonice's Lodgings, and having cafily ob- 
tained a particular Audience, ce'ivered her the Let- 
tcrs ſhe had itollenz &s ſoon as Srratonzce had read 
one ofthe:n, ſhe ſaw her ſelf but too much conirm'd 
in her opinion, and having inthe reit found more than 
ſhe, withed for her brothers ſatisfaction, was tran- 
ſported with anger, and weat full of reſentment into 
the Kings Chamber, where ſhe made her cruel ac- 
cuſation to him, and gave him thoſe Witneſſes that 
were to convince us. The King having formerly 
recciv'd many Letters from me, and was fo well ac. 
Guainted with my hand, that it was eaſie for him to 
know it at the firjt ſight, The aſtoniſhment of 47e- 
0a at the ſudden alteration of his ſhape,was not to be 
equall'd to that of the King of Scyhia, at the fight 
of my Letters, nor can I repreſent what a confuſton- 
ſciz'd on him, when in the firſt he open'd, he found 
theſe words. ; 


 Arſaces 
To the Princeſs Beremice. 


Should have been dead, Fair Princeſs, 

but for the ſweet conſolations you afford 

my miſeries, and my enemies had tri- 
umphed over my life as ſoon as my liberty, if 
they could have triumphed over your conſt an- 
cy. But can 1 have any reaſon to complain of 
them, ſince in the deſien of raining me, they 
raiſe my fortune 5 and ſmce they ſeem to have 
aepriv d me of my Princeſſ*s Fort, onely to give 
me the occaltons of knowing her affe@ion 2 
this happineſs is infinitely above all my misfor- 
tunes, and for a gain of {o great importance, 
my greateſt loſſes are incon{idcrable. 


O Gods ! (cryed the King as he made an end of 
reading this letter) with what kind of affection will 
you overwhelm me, and by what actions have I ſo 


highly incenſed you, raft”: ſhould arm my i- ye. 
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ful family againſt my repoſe,and again{t my reputat1- 
on?Ah! berence. fooliſh Berenice,whom I never ſul- 
ſpected of ſuch lightneſs, and of ſuch a perfidiouſneſs, 
by what uſage have I given thee cauſe to betray me, 
and by what puniſhments canſt thou be able to blot 
out the offence thou hait committed againit me ? Ha- 
ving ſaid thus he open d another letter, in which with 
a like a(toniſhment he read theſe words. 


Arſaces 
To the Princels Berenice. 


"MV ſorrows are redoubvled by the 
, knowledge of yours, and I am lets 
© ſenfivle of my own miſeries, than of the 
© per{-cutions you ſuffcr from that inſolent 
© Brother, and his cruel fiſter 3 but pardon 
© me, dear \*rinceſs, if I cannot be totally 
< afflicted at them, nor think with trouble 
© of the ailaults you receive, without look- 
© ing with joy upon the generous refiſtance 
*p©243 make in favour of me; my advanta- 


ES £416? ;re too great to loſe the re- 
© membrnce (4 them utcerly, and if I had 
© not had 1 mwioreet Rival, and a trou- 


* Hleſome enemy, I ſhould not fo ſoon 
' have knowa the conſtancy of my adored 
© Princels. 


The King was ſo tranſported at the reading of theſe, 
that he had not patience to read the other letters, but 
the Queen open'd them in his preſence, and made 
him alſo hear theſe words in the next. 


Arſaces 
To the Princeſs Berenice. 


] have been told what paſt laſt night in 
© 2 your Chamber, and what cruel words 
*the King ſpoke in favour of my Rival ; 
©you heard them, moſt lovely Princes, 
© without changing your refolution, and 


© being all made up of goodneſs and gene- | 


© rolity, are ſtill willing to ſuffer for him 
* whoſe moſt cruel ſufferings cannot at al! 
© merit the leaſt of yours ; there is no juſtice 
© jn.it fair Princeſs, but though there were 
* a great deal lefs, it is impoſſible for me to 
©condemn you ; I confeſs I love my ſelf too 
well, finceI deſire my own advantage to 
© the prejudice of your repoſe, but I do it 
© onely becauſe I am yours, and if 1 ſhould 
© ceaſe to beſo, I proteſt ro'you, I would 
* alſo ceaſe tolove my (elf. 
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Ah! ſuborner, (cryed the Kin 
content with having loves thy bk - wa - 
ing thy faithleſs practices in my Kingdom Sw 
making uſe of it to ſeduce my own Houſe again ag 
and couldſt thou not ſatishe thy fclf with ſpreag, 
thy poiſon among the Scythians, withoutinfeg, 
alſo the Royal Family ? Let's ſee, (continyeq \ 
taking the laſt letter out of the Queens hand ) le 
ſee the reſt of his pertidious deſigns, and let usin FL 
continuation of his crimes, find evident Matte 
for our revenge. Saying thus he caſt his eyes y : 
it, and ſaw that it was written in theſe terms, " 


Arſaces 


Tothe Princeſs Berenice, 


Am not able to repreſent with what an . 

ceſs of joy T heard the Kings intention 1 
ſet our dear Brother at liberty. This cn: 
tentment (* Deareſt Princeſs) is both beyon 
expreſſuon, and imagination 5 and thi 
by the end of his Captivity 1 hope for that of 
my afftitions, T protefi that our Trtereſi 
make the ſmalleſt part of my joy, and that x 


that Brother is infmitely dearer to we thay my | 


elf, IT look upon his happineſs and his ad. 
vantages with a great deal Gi e ſatisfaition 
than mine own. Net that. I can have quite 
forgotten them ( fair Princeſs ) but I vin 
them up abſolutely to my dear Brother, be 
ing T cannot think of his liberty, withou 
Coping tLereby for the eſtabliſhment of my for- 
une. 


Thy hopes are vain, ( ſaid the King as he made 
an end of reading theſe words) thy hopes are vain 
falſe 4rſaces, diſembling Artty , and though 
by thy diſloyaDpractices thou corrupteſtmy ſubjedts 
and armelt mine own children againſt me,know,thou 
ſhalt reap but ſmall advantage by it, and ſhalt profit 
but little cither by the infidelity of Oroondares, or bf 
the weakneſs of Berenice. As he ſpoke theſe words, 
he walked about the Chamber with ſo furions a 
action, that the Queen did not darg to look upa 
him, and began already to repent that ſhe had put 
him into ſo violent a rage. Bernice (ſaid he) Br 
nice has betray'd me, and that daughter whom [had 
brought up with ſo much care,and in whon: I thought 
I had found ſo many ſigns of duriful obedience, and 
of a perſe& vertue, does not onely love a man witir 
out my approbation, but gives her ſclf over ( faitl- 
leſs Girle as ſhe is) to the love of my mortal and - 
recohcileable enemy. 

This thought tranſported him with fury, and pre: 
ſently after, I'le puniſh her ( continucd he ) in ſuc 
a manner as ſhall ſerve for an example to all that ate 
of her condition, and ſhall teach all Royal Families 
the hainouſneſs of ſuch an infidelity again{ a fathe) 
and againſt a King. With theſe words,not beings 
ble to maſter his anger, he ſent for the Princeſs, 1 


at the ſame time having learn'd in what place ſhevs 
| to 
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ts ſet the box where any letters were, he gave his 
ouards order to bring it him, and to take it by force 
if there were any difficulty made of dclivering 


 Ferenice had no ſooner received the Kings com- 
mand, whea being ignorant of her deſtiny, ſhe 
went to wait upon him in his Chamber, bur ſcarce 
was ſhe come in, when ſhe read her misfortune in 
hisface ; and being ſhe was commonly in an appre- 
henſfion of what then had happen'd, the inſtantly 
fund her condemnation in her fathers looks, O 
Gods! how infinitely was the ſurprized, when in- 
tead of the kind welcome ſhe was wont to receive 
tom him, ſh2 ſaw her ſelf melt with ſo terrible an 
ation, as might have daunted the mo: fearleſs per- 
ons, He had {tit my laſt Letter in his hand, the 0- 
thers lay open upon tae Table, and preſently aftcr 
they brougiat in tae Cabinet in which were all the 


reit, 

At that ſight alone ſhe ſeemed ha'f dead, and the 
Kins having beheld her a whitc in that trouble which 
4d abſolutely convince her, without being able to 
find words capable to exprefle his Indignation, broke 
forth ar lait in ſuch a manner, that a clap of Thun- 
der could not have {truck {£:ch a terrour into the a- 
frig-ted heart of that poor Printeſs. Thou wicked, 
ngratefull, peritutous creature, { ſaid he )orrather 
thou Moniter of Inhdelity and Ingratitude, bchold 
the gatant marks of thy vertue ; thouart not onely 
convinced of an afte&tion which diſhonours thee, and 
which fixes an eternali blemifh upon tay reputation, 
but alſo of holding a treacherous intelligence with 
my mortal enemies, or rather ofa conſpiracy againſt 
thy father, and again!t thy King; ſee here, ſee the 
brave letters of Dar: his ſon, and brag of havins 
made him triumph over my whole Family, as thou 
would have made him doover my Dominions, and 
perhaps over my very life. Was it then in favour 
of this Lover, that thou ſo ſtifly didſt oppoſe my 
command, and d1d{t thou perſiit in that pride, and 
that diſdain of a Birth inferiour to thine, oncly to 
ſeck for an equality in the remnants of Darizs his 
Blood, and in this deveſted Prince, who by his hor- 
nble practices would at the-coit of our houſe, have 
repaired the loſſes of his own ? The poor Princeſſe 
atthis torrent of cruell words, was ready to loſe her 
ſenſes, and her underſtanding, and all ſhe was able 
todo was to let her ſclt fall ar the Kings feet, where 


ſhe endeavoured to appeaſe his anger by a ſtream 
o tears, which woul1 have mollified any other 


beart but his. His was not at all mov'd with them, 
but thruſting back this poor Princeſs, with eyes 
ſparkling with wrath, and with an action full of cruel 

ty. Think not ( ſaid he ) by thy deceitful tears to 
loten my juſt reſentments; ſince thou joynett thy ſelf 
na confederacy with my enemies to betray me, 
thou with them ſhalt bear the reward of thy Trea-. 
aery ; and fince thou declareſt thy ſelf my enemy, 
thou ſh3lt know Me to be thine; all my thoughts of 
breare now turn'd into thoughts of hatred againſt 
thee, and as thou ha{t hitherto found me an indul- 
gent father, ſo ſhalt thou now ſee me as ſevere an 
Enemy. T'le take an order to croſs thy perfidious 
&\ipnes, and ſince heaven hath diſcover'd them to 
me, to thy eternall ſhame and confuſion, I'le make 
whatever vou had prepared againſt me fall upon 
thy ſelf, and upon thy falſe ſuborner. Lethim not 
© ſron rejoyce at the advantages he has won upon 
My houſe ; 1 hope they ſhall benefit him but little, 
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and I ſhall be ina condition to ſatisfie my ſelf for all 
the Injuries he has done me. LE 

The King accompanied theſe words with a whole 
heap of Reproaches, which it would be hard for me 
to repeat, and this poor Princeſſe was ſo troubled 
at them, that ſhe never had the confidence to op- 


en her mouth in her own juitification. Her filence 
perfected her condemnation in the Kings thoughts, 
and after he had further aggravated her griets by 
many bitter words,he commanded her to be gone out 
of his preſence, and to retire to her chamber, whictt 
was to be her priſon, You tremble fill at this re- 
membrance, Madam,( purſued 4r/aces, turning to- 
ward Berenzce ) and in your face, I ſtill ſee the marks 
of the fright you were in at that encounter ; truly 
the cauſe was ſuthcient, and when I heard the rela- 
tion of it, the apprehenſions I fell into for you, came 
but little ſhort, of yours. Yet did not I hear it till 
ſome few dayes after, but that very day my ſervants 
were forbidden to ſtir any more out of priſon, and 
were preſently deprived of that little liberty which 
till then had been permited them. 

I wilinot tell you, Brother, what Zerenrces thoughts 
were, ſecing her ſelf expoſed to the anger of a father, 
whoſe pitileſs nature was not unknown to her 5 you 
ar2 not ignorant that ſhe is ofa very gentle humour, 
and ſuch an one as was no way able to refit thoſe 
violent aſſaults. The confufion ſhe was in, ſeeing her 
aſrection diſcovered, and her fear of the Kings 
Threats, tormented her not a little ; but ſhe has had 
the goodneſs to confeſs to me ſince, (and will par- 
don me if Itel] i: you ) that the apprehenſion of my 
danger made the greatelt part of all her. ſufterings 
not doubting but that the King in the violence of his 
anger, would fly to extremitics againſt me. 

This fear which was not groundleſs could not ſet- 
tle it ſelf in her heart, without a moſt ſenſible afflicti- 
on ; and though ſhe had cauſe enough to lament for 
her own captivity, ſeeing ſhe was a priſoner her ſelf, 
and confin'd to the limits of her chamber, yet did 
ſhe to that conſideration adde alſo that of Ar/ſaces his 
ruine, and was excefſively grieved for fear of ſecing 
a Prince periſh (and periſh by her occaſion) who had 
given himſelf wholly to her, and who by the endea- 
vours of kis ſervices, had merited ſome part in her 
afkection. Theſe indeed were lawfull apprehenfi- 
ons, but they would have been much greater, if ſhe 
had been of the Kings counſel], and had perfectly 
known his finall reſolution. Truly it was a {tranger 
one than 1 expected, and you will not onely diſap- 
prove it, Brother, but will alſo be aſtoniſhed at it, 
and if you pleaſe will pardon me all thoſe words, 
which a juſt ſenſe thereof may make me utter in the 
proſecution of my diſcourſe. 

| was in my Chamber with Criroz, where were 
alſo Theoc/es and Hyander my two faithfull Scyrh:- 
an ſervants, when I ſaw one of thoſe that command- 
ed my guards come in followed by five or (ix.of his 
men, in a manner that was ſomething extraordinary. 
He brought a Cup in his right hand, and a dagger 
in hi; left. His countenance wss altered by the bu- 
ſincſs he had undertaken, and all things about him 
contributed to make me know his errand ; I was 
ſurpriſed at this encoumter, and gheſs'd, though 
with ſome repugnance the truth of his commiſſion. 

Yet did 1 give him time to tcll me what it was, 
and he trembling, and ſtammering, at la{t got out 
theſe words. Sir, ( faid he) the King is reſolv'd 
that you muſt dye ; | but the. conſideration he has 
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of your perſon, and of the Services you have done | 


this State, will not ſufler him to employ the hands of 
any of his Subjects todo that Office ; therefore he 
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Aslended theſe words, I took the dagger from his 


| hand, but*twas with an intertion very different from 


leaves it to your own, and to your choice, to take | 


either this ponyard, or this poyſon, for tie cxecu- 
tion of his will. 


Ah! Brother, (cryed out Prince Oroondates, at . 
this part of Ar/uces his diſcourſe ) what prodigies | 
are theſe you tell me, and what ſhame will you 


have me ſuffer, for being born of a more cruell and 
2 more barbarous Mon:ter, than any that Aﬀrick 


 ganto diſpute my lite againtt the reſt, 


ever bred ! Oh thou inhumane Tyger, I diſavow ' 
thee, and fince thou doeſt ſo little conſider, both 


the chicfeit blood in all the world, and the perſon 
that ought to be moſt dear, and molt conſiderable 
to thee ; I account my birth more vile and ſhameful!, 


his, and as ſoon as ever Ihad hold of it, ] lift upm 

arm, and inſtead cf {triking my own breaſt, ſtab'q it 
up to the hilt in his, Scarce had I pull'd jt out again 
all hot and bloody, but inſtantly 1 plung'd it into the 
body of hjs neareit companicn, who by reaſon of the 
ſuddennels of my action had not time to prevent it 
and then immediately taking away his ſword, ] he. 
| | 1 might per. 
chance have periſhed being unarmed as I was, by] 
was furiouſly ſeconded. by C3 iro, who had SOtten 
up the ſword of the firſt, and by my two Scyrhiany 
who being reſolved to dye with me, laid hold of the 
{words and javelins of thoſe they ſaw fall, and placd 


themſelves by my fide with a marvellous. courage, 


than if I had receiv d it from the baſeit.dregs of the | 


people. 


had not hindred him by proſecuting his ſtory on this 
manner ; 

{ confeſs, Brother, I was as much ſurpriz'd as you 
areat this cruel propoſition, for though I began to 
be acquainted with the Kings humour, and that I had 
ſome reaſon to look for ſome ill uſage, I could never 
have believed ec would have run to that extremity 


againſt a Prince of my quality, and a Prince who had | 


ſerv'd him both in his affairs, and in his own perſon. 
And indeed I teftined my aitoniſhment by a ſilence, 
which perchance made theſe guards think it was 
cays'd by the fear of death. True it 1s, I had ceas d to 
deſire it. as well by reaſon of the proofs | receiged of 
my Princeſſes affection, as of the kopes | had in 
your aſſitance, and that if my life ( which the ſweet 
neſs of theſe hopes began to make much dearer to me 
than it was before ) could be preſerv'd without doin: 
an unworthy action, I did not difiain to lay hold of 
the occaſion, Yet was it not ſo much the fear of lo- 
fing it, as the horrour of that uſage, together with 
deſpite and amazement, that caus'd the greatneſs of 
my confuſion. But as great as it was, I quickly re- 
covered my ſelf, and looking upon that fatal meiſen- 
ger with an action that utterly rook away the littte 
courage he had left : Isit poſſible ( ſaid I) the King 
ſhould have given you this Commiſſion againſt a 
Prince whoſe birth is known to him, and againtt a 
Prince to whom he owes his life and the pea: e of his 
dominions. *Twas he himſelf that gave it me, ( re- 
plyed the man) but Itook it not without repugnance, 
yet am I oblig'd to obey his orders, and punctually 
to execute his commands. What, ( ſaid I ) you who 
are one of the'very Scyrhians, that have often feen 
me at the head of your armies, ſecuring your quiet- 
neſs by the loſs of my own blood, are you reſolved 
to obey his Orders, and to execute his commands ? 
Yes Sir, ( anſwered that barbarous fellow ) and if af- 
ter the choice I have offer'd you, your hand refuſe 
. to perform his ſentence, mine muſt become the in- 
{trument to ſupply that defect, Ile ſave it that la- 
| bour, \ reply'd I with a countenance far more: re- 


Oroondates tranſported by his reſentment | 
would have gone on with his invective, if Arſaces | 


ſolute than his ) and death is too familiar to me, to | 


borrow that from thy hands, which I car-eafily com- 
paſs with mine own : give me that dagger ( continu- 


ed 1, putting forth my hand ) the other kind of death | 


would little become the life of Ar/aces, and he has 
been prodigal enough of his blood for thee and all 
thy countrey-men, to make thee believe, he can 
himſelf pour forth the remainder of it, to ſatisfie the 
ingratitude of the King of Scy:h1ia, 


wore *» = 


By their aſſiſtarice I was quickly deliver'd from my 
enemies who were no better arm'd than we. and the 
laſt of them was turning his back to fave himſelf in 
the hall, where he had left more of h s companions; 
when he ſaw them come to his relief, I was ſo hegr. 
cd that the number -of my encmies frighted me tut 
little, but they were fo terrified themſelves ! y the 
death of their fellows, and by the reſoluteneſs where. 
with we came upon them, ' that tzey did not what 
they might have done to revenge their companions, 
andto oppoſe my paſſage, True is is, the knoy. 
ledge I had that this was the onely way for my ſafety, 
and for my revenge, and my defire to fell aliſe at 
the dearelt rate, which they ſo unworthily would 
have taken av/ay, made me do things Leyond my 
frength, and | pave but few blows that diſpatch' 
not an enemy out of the fight. C7:ron and my two 
Scythians alliited me fo valiantly,: that they lad five 
or ſix of them at their feet, and the ret were ſo vol. 


ſciſed with fear, that they left the paſſage, and the 


dopr opcn to me. They followed us down ftairs, 
but very coidly, ani thoſe that came in our way to 
hinder our going our, felt ſuch effects cither of our 
courage, or of our deſpair. that the laſt of them were 
conitrain's to open the outermolt gate, to ſeck their 
ſfafcty in the Town, Weruſhed outaftcr them with. 
out delay, and came into the fireet all bloody, and 
in a poſture that might have caus'd terrour in the 
moſt undaunted perſons, My Guards cry'd out in 
the {treets, and call d for help in the Kings name; 
thctr cries drew a great many people together, but 
the ſight of is put them to a ſtand, and when I faw 
them waver in the reſolution th<y ſhould take:People 


of 1ſſedon, ( faidI ) for you I have often given the 


better partof my blood, and will you favour my 
enemies in a baſe and cruell aſſ:ſſinate; or rather 
will you ſee Him murther'd by traiterous ingrate- 
full wretches, who at your Head ha's both fought 
and conquer'd for you? Iam your Generall, Iam 
your Fellow Souldicr 4rſaces, the very man tf0 
whom you ſo voluntarily ſubmitted your ſelves, and 
the very man whom you have followed in War will 
ſo much affection. 

As I ſpake theſe words, I open'd my way withmy 
ſword among thoſe Enemies 1 {till had left, and 
they wrought ſuch an effe&t upon the pcople, that 
whethcr it were that my face, repreſenting yet ſome 
Idea of that which had commanded them, {tirr'd Up 
ſome remainders of reſpect toward me, or that the 
cruelty and injuſtice of the uſage which was ſhew'd 
me, caus'd ſome horrour and averſion in them 0 
that they had {till preſerv'd ſome remnant of that 
love which they had formerly torn me, they gy" 
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among them, who to facilitate my retreat, peſter- 
1my Enemies, and clear'd my paſſage as much as 
bly they could, 
pl my fafety, if they had dared, but 1 made ſuch 
iſe of thoſe proofs of their good will, that I got a 
t deal of ground toward the City Gate, and 
t my enemies {ii] out of the reach of my ſword, 
4 this reſiſtance, and all this favour of the Scy- 
;hians did indeed deferre my death, butit was not 
affcient to have hinder'd it, without heavens par- 
ticular aſſiſtance, The news of this adventure was 
ready carried to the King, and therewas no doubt 
wt he would ſoon ſend Troops againft me. 
| wasa foot, ' without other arms ſave my ſword, 
wounded with ſome light hurts ; but thoſe that ac- 
companied me had few parts of their bodies free, 
ad poor Hyander one of my molt faithful Scyth1- 
a, after he had done actions worthy of cternal me- 


ory, fell dead by me, leaving his fellow in a con- 


dition little different from his. Ialready ſaw more 
fuldiers coming to the relief of their companions, 
nd in ſhort, I ſaw evident death before my cyes, ſo 
tut what reſolution ſoever I had taken to ſell my life 


dearly as I could, I ſhould certainly have lott it, | 


fthe Gods had tot ſent me a miraculous ſuccour ; I 
all it miraculous, becaufe in rhe conjuncture of it, 
there was ſomething very extraordinary,which made 
ne obſerve their particular care of my ſafety, 1 
was ſtriving ( weary and wounded as I was ) to pro- 
bng my deſtiny 3 when I faw fifteen or twenty 
Horſemen come up to me, at the head of whom [1 
knew my dear Theodates ; T heodates who I thought 
kd been in the Princes army, who was then com- 
nginto the Town, or rather.who was then ſent thi- 
tier by the Heavens, for my relief. - Before he came 
tus he had heard ſome rumour of that adventure 
t his arrivall, and his eyes then telling him the 
tuth of it, he never ſtood conſidering what reſolu- 
ton he ſhould take, but galloping up with his ſword 
drawn, he did ſo ſcatter thoſe that were before me, 
that he had a free and open paſſage. Courage vali- 
at Ar/aces, ( crycd he ) we mult eſcape, and Theo- 
wes mult either bring you off from this danger, or 
periſh with you. He gave me not leiſure to reply, 
ut as he ſpake thoſe words, made two or three of 
is men alight, and offer'd me their Horſes: For. 
1 was ſo wounded, I got reaſonably lightly upon 
ttefirſt, Cr:20z took another, but poor Breotle; his 
ſtrength fail'd, and at that very moment, his life for- 
bok him ; and having ſtayed but jult as long as it 
ms neceſſary to me. The death of theſe two faith- 
ul Servants would have been a great affliction to 
me, if I had then been in a condition to be as ſenſible 
it as | ſhould have been at another time. As ſoon 
81 was on horſeback, I believ'd my ſelf out of 
anger, and trampling thoſe under my horſes feet 
wo would have oppos'd my paſſage, I ran with 
Thedates and his men to the neareit gate, We 
ame thither juſt as the King ſent an order to have it 

t, and a ſoul 'ier was thrwting out his arm for 
but purpoſe, when giving him a good ſlaſh with my 
word I made him let 0 his hold, and with the ſhock 
our horſes overturning thoſe that were in our way, 
Ve got out of the Town, and took toward the field 
our outmoſt ſpeed, The ſwiftneſs of our flight 
Uried us off without further difficulty ; and before 
ſe whom the King ſent to purſue us were got on 
reback, we were already above fifry furlongs 
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firr'd todo ME any hurt, nay, and there were many | 


They would: have done more . 
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| condition he had found mein. 
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from the Town. Then we were favour'd by the 
night, which preſently overtook us, and leaving the 
high ways we rode croſs the field, andiin the Jark - 
toward thoſe great forreſts that are about three or 
four hundred furlungs from 1ſedon, As ſoon as Theo- 
dates thought us enough at liberty to converſe, he 
fuffered me to embrace him, and give him thanks for 
what he had done towards my efcape. Never 
were more ardent nor more tender endearments 
us'd between two friends; and though I had not 
lov'd Theoaates fo well as I did, yet I ſhould have 
been the mo!t ungrateful man in the world, if ſuch 
a ſervice as that I had newly receiv'd, had not made 
me abſolutely his. My dear deliverer ( ſaidI ) or 
rather the Gerizs of Arſaces his life and fortune, 
muſt you needs happen to be, or rather muſt you ap- 
pear by miracle in all places where youare neceſſary 
to my ſafety, and mutt I never find an occaſion to re- - 
quite you with an office of the like nature. Iam fo 
extremly engaged to youalreidy, ( replyed the af- 
fectionate T Leodares ) that you have no cauſe at all 
to with me more oblig'd ; and | much more juſtly 
am indebted to you, for a life which ſhall ever be 
readily [aid down for yours, 

We accompanicd theſe words and many others of 
the ſarac iti'e, with an infinite number of moſt dear 
embraces ; and when we had given truce to them a 
little, we began to ask one another concerning our 
mutual affairs, I preſently queitioned Theedares a- 
bout thePrince my Brother,and about the occaſion of 


' his own to /ſſedon; but he would tell me nothing, till 


he bad hear:1 my laſt adventures, and the cauſe of the 
I told him all I knew, 


| and heat that relation, trembled and deteſted the 


Kings cruelty and ingratitude, in terms which gave 
me new aſſurances of his hatred to Vice, and of the 
affection he bore mez When had given him that ac- 
count, he ſatisfied me in what I deſired to know of 
him, and made me the recital of the battel you had 
won againſt Zoptrio, with ſome other of your parti- 
cular actions, which fill'd me with joy and admira- 
tion, and then coming to the cauſe of his departure 
from the Army : My impatiercy to ſee you again, 
( continued he ) and the perpetual apprehenſions I 
was in for you, made me return toward 1/edor ; 
but I wanted not another pretence, and ſome conte- 
tations that paſſed between Arſucomes and me in 
mattcr of Command, furniſhed me with one ſpecious 
enough, to ask the Princes leave to come away. Not 
but that I was very much troubled to leave him, and 
had a deſire to ſhare in the glory of what he had yet 
to do ; but as often as I remembred that I had left 
you a priſoner, and expoſed to the anger of a Prince, 
whoſe humour was well enough known to me, I fell 
into diſquicts that would not ſuffer me to take any 
reſt, I evenrepented me that I had obey'd the Kings 
orders, and that I had forſaken you in a condition 
wherein my ſervices were molt neceſſary to you. I al. 
ſo found a great deal of conſtraint in the Oath you 
had exacted from me, and not beins able to te!] the 
Prince the truth till the end of the war, I on the other 
fide could not endure to leave him in that ignorance 
at my departure. I theretore found out a middle 
way, and refolv'd to deliver him that in writing, 
which it was forbidden me to tell him; yet obſerving 
what you had enjoyned me, and tying him to the 
ſaine promiſe I had given you ; for this purpofe, the 
day of my departure I wrote thefe words, 


Theod.t ef 
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Theodates to Prince Oroon- 
dates. 


| N inviolable Oath has kept me hitherto 
from declaring what it is neceſſary you 
. ſhould know ; but ſince 1 now have the liber- 
ty, T will acquaint you Sir, that the Great 
Arſaces, to whom the King your Father is in- 
debted for his life, and your Countrey ſor the 
quietneſs it hath enjoged, is Prince Artax- 
erxes the ſon of Darius, your Dear Friend, 
your dear Brother and he, on whom you 
have beſtowed ſo many tears. The Gods ſav- 
ed him miraculouſly from that battel where 
you thought he had been ſlain, and ſince that 
time, his paſſion for the Princeſs Berenice, 
and the occaſions of doing fervice to your 
friends have kept him in $cythia. He is now 


a Priſoner to the King your Father, who with- | 
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out doubt has diſcovered kim to be the ſon of | 
Darius : Judge of his danger by your know- | 


ledge of the Kings humonr 3 and by the friend- 
ſhip that was between you, think what hope he 
oneht to have in your aſſiſtance. 


O Gods! (cryed Prince Or00ndates, when Ar- 
ſaces had repeated that Letter) how many misfor- 
tunes would the fight of theſe words have ſav'd me, 
if you had ſuffer'd me to ca!t my eyes upon them | 
but you had otherwiſe decreed, and that knowledge 
wou!d certainly have overturned all the order ofthoſe 
adventures that have ſince befallen me, My voyage 
to Suſa had been diverted, or at leaſt deferred, and 
I ſhould have thrown off\all conſideration of my 
own Intereſt, and run to the ſuccour of my dear Ar- 
zaxerxes, Ah! Brother, how I blame your unjuſt 
cautiouſneſs, in concealing from me the only happi- 
neſs, from whence in the ſad conditionI then was, I 
could draw any conſolation ; and how | ſhould hate 
Theodates for being ſo ſcrupulous,if I had not ſo ma- 
ny occaſions to love him for the good offices he has 
done you! lr is true, Brother ,( continued Or00ndates ) 
and I will ſay this to ſpare you ſomething of your dif- 
courſe, Theodates the day of his departure having 
drawn me aſide, deliver'd mea letter faſt ſealed up, 
and before he gave it me, Sir, (faid he) in this pa- 
per which I preſent you, you ſhall find the mo{t 
pleaſing news, and the moſt important advertiſe- 
ment you can receive, doubt not at all of the truth 
ofthoſe things you ſhall find written init ; it will be 
very caſfie for you to certifie your felf ; but before 1 
put it into your hand, be pleaſed to give me.your 
word, that you will not open it, till the end of this 
War. I wasſurpriz'd at this diſcourſe of Theoda- 
tes, gnd being defirousto perſwade him to ſatifie my 
curioſity ſooner : If this news (replyed I) will be {o 
pleaſing to me, why do you ſo long deferre my 
knowledge of it, and why do you delay a joy,which 
it is in your power to give me ? Sir, (anſwercd he) 
Iam bound up by one of thoſe oaths which you 
know the Scythians can never violate z and becauſe] 


am injoyned this ſilence no lcnger than for the; 
have demanded, y ou may - ſee in wa 
what my abſence will not ſuffer me to tel! You * 
word of mouth : but Sir,l beſeech you keepit car 
fully, andif you love your ſclf, forget not tolook 
upon it as ſoon as the War isatan cnd, I was & 
ſtrained to make T heodates the promiſe he defies 
and I lockt up that paper amongſt thoſe things Which 
I efteem'd moit precious. 7 heodates went ayy 
the ſame day, leaving me much troubled for his, 
parture; but he had alledged ſuch ſpecious reaſon 
to me, touching the diſputes he had had with Arſe 
comes, and the important affairs which recallq kin 
to the Court, that 1 could not deny him the leaye he 
demanded. I kept his writing with a Sreat deg] 
of care, and with as much impatience to reqd j 
as ſoon as1 ſhould be free of my engagement, hy 
the {trange revolution that happen'd in my foul, ang 


| in my aftairs by the arrival of Tyrez, & by the news 


of Starira,put it quite out of my head at my ſudden 
departure from Orchilichia; and till | was at Sea, | 
never remembred tie Box 1 had leſtit in, which the 
new trouble of my mind had made me utterly tofgr. 
get, with many other things that were very dearty 
me. 

The Gods would have it ſo, (replied 4-ſacer)ty 
bring our affairs to the iſſue they had ordain'd, and 
to make us know the power they reſerve unto them. 
ſelves over all our propoſalls. It is true, Brother, 
Theodates told me almoit the very ſame words ye 
have-row heard from you ; and then ina few more 
he inform'd me of the condition he had left youin, 
and of the ſucceſs of his own journey, . wherein he 
had no conſiderable encounter. W hen we had thus 


inſtructed one another, we fell to think whither we 


ſhould retire, 'and what order we ſhould take to get 
my wounds, dre{t ; they began to trouble me, and 
though they were but flight ones, the violent exer- 
ciie I had uſed,my loſs of blood, and the vapoursdf 
the.night made them a great deal worſe than elle they 
would have been. C'r:toz was no leſs hurt than], 
but his afteCtion was ſo (trons, that he forgot his own 
danger, to take care for mine, After we had con- 
ſulred a white, Thcodares would need have us go(for 
the remainder of that night, and the day following) 
tothe houſe of one of thoſe men who then was with 
him, which was not above an hundred furlongs fron 
the place where we were. [I ſuitered my felt tobe 
cuided by his will ; and as we rode along, Theodate 
calling all his company to him, drew a new pt& 
miſe from them of their fidelity, and tycd themby 
all manner of entreaties to be as ſecret as we could 
deſire, They were all very afiectionate to their Ma- 
{ter, and ſome of them were ſo well inclined toward 
me, that they were both forwardin promiſing, and 
exact in performing. what we-demanded. The houſe 


. we went to, was far fram any great road, upon the 


edge of a huge forreft, andin ſuch a place as wasWe 
ry unlikely tobe ſuſpeed for our retreat. When 
we were come thither, the maſter of the Houſe, and 
ſome women we found there, took the' belt ordet 
they could to receive us, and by good fortune, Th 
odates having brought his Phyſician, and his Chy- 
rurgcon from the Army wi:h him, furniſhed wit 
ſuch thingsare were neceſſary for any wound, we 
had the means to have ours drefſed as commodioull 
asif we had been at /ſſedor. TI had but three, .and 
thoſe were found tobe ſuch light ones, that if Was 
not probable they ſhovld keep me long in bed. Thef 
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1y'd what they thought moſt convenient to them, 


: 
likewiſe to Crit9n5, who had four or five greater 
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to reſt, contrary to the intention I had to 1! tin 


diſcourſing with Theodates,but.the next day | had lei- | 


fare enough, and ask'd him 2 thouſand queittons con- 
eerning my dear Oroondates, By what he had done in 
ny behalf He was become as criminal as I, and his 


acceſs to Court was as difficult, and as unſafe as mine. | 


Yis affetion to me was \ ufficient to make him under- 

jr with patience, but I was afflicted at it for him, 
nd his love to Thcomiris being known to me, [ 
Joubted not but he had a reitleſs longing to ſee her a- 


We fell to deliberate what we ſhould do with our 
ſlves,and were a long time before we could reſolve. 
Iwastoo firmly fixt in Scyrþ4a, to ſuffer ſo much as 
athought of going out of it. and would rather have 
expoſed my ſelf to a thouſand evident deaths, than 
have perſwaded my ſelf to leave Berentce ; but if I 
hd been ſo minded, it would have been exceeding 


difficult to do it,and we doubted not but that tneKing 


had ſent to ſtop all the Ports, and to lay ali the other 
fages by which we could get out of hisTerritories, 
Webeliev'd alſo, that how ſecret ſoever our pre- 
ſent retreat was, it could not ſerve us many dayes, 
nd that thoſe perſons the King employ 'd in ſearch of 
wmight at laſt diſcover wh-rewe were.After we had 
kng conſulted, we believed the fureſt way we* could 
tike would be to return to 1ſedon, where when the 
fri troubles were once paſt over, we might have free 
atrance by night,and where by reaſon of the great- 
wfof the City,and the multitude of new affairs that 
prung up daily in the Court, and in that throng of 
xople we might cafily lie conceal'd in houſes that 
were at Th-odares his diſpoſing, eſpecially being the 
King would never ſuſpect we were return'd thither, 
md that we had taken ſanCtuary ſo near him again{t 
tisanger. This advice ſeem'd the moit reaſunable and 
wsmoſt conformable to my humor.an1 to the defire 
[had not to go far from Berenice;in the mean time we 
ſent two witty underſtanding fellows back to the 
Town,to fetch us ſuch things as we wanted anJ1 to en- 
qureafter what concern'd us.. They perform'd their 
wmmifſhon very cunningly,& in the evening brought 
bthe ſame news we had imagined. They told us that 
teKing had appcar'd more ſenſible of this laſtdiſcon- 
tent than of any other he had ever felt before,and that 
all the remainder of that day,thoſe that were moſt 
n his favour, hardly had the boldneſs to come near 
lim, that he had left no body at home that was able 
bride on horſeback, but had ſent them all in purſuit 
(fus,and that (as we had foreſeen) he had given or- 
trto ſtop all the Ports and Paſſages of his Kingdom, 
lat nevertheleſs they ſaid in. Town that none but 


toſe that were intereſſed, obey'd his orders without | 


touble,an that the better part of Scythians amongſt 
om the name of Arſaces was ſtill in high eſteem, 
Koyc'd at his eſcape, and favour'd him with their 
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| my paſſion, Ah! how many torments did that be- - 
| liet cauſe in me, and how many ſighs did it colt me 
when I thought- what that fair Princeſs was like to 
| ſuffer by my occaſion! O King of Scyrhia, ( cri'd I) 
; revenge thy ſelf upon Arſaces, but do not puniſh 
' Beremce ; and though that be the molt ſenſible part 
| . wherein thou canſt wound thine enemy ; remember 
| that ZBerenice is above thy laws, and above the Emi- 
; Pire of mankind. Theſecond day being paſſed, The- 
; oaares was of opinion we might be much more ſecure 
| In iſſedon, (as we had already thought ) than in that 
houſe, and for that purpoſe havins ſent to make rea- 
dy a lo!ging, where he was confident we might ſafe. 
ly truſt our ſelves ; we took our way thither the 
night following. Our wounds would not ſuffer us to 
ride without inconveniency, butT had ſo great an in- 
clination to be near Beremn:ce again, that | was ſcarce- 
ly ſenſible of mine, and having rid it in little more 
than two hours, we entered after midnight into the 
Town; the gates whereof were not wont to be ſhut. 
Thoſe that accompanied us parted ſeveral wayes, 
ſome of them retiring to other places, and for fear 
our number ſhould at laſt make us be ciſcover'd, we 
kept none with usbut thoſe that were neceſſary. They 
did our buſineſſes, and fetch'd us in proviſions by 
night : and during the day time, the doors of our 
houſe werealwayes ſhut; it ſtood in the moſt unfre- 
quented cuarter of all the Town, and we were ſo 
careful! to make nonoiſe, that there could hardly be 
any ground for ſuſpition, Yet were we 1n a great 
deal of danger ; but by the order the King had ta- 
ken, we ſhould have been ſo likewiſe in any other 
place, and the conſideration of peril was not able to 
drive me from Berenice, Theoaates and I were not 
without a good number of Friends atCourt,to whom 
we ſhould have made no difficu'ty to trult our ſelves 
if it had been neceſſary ; Prince Carrthaſis though 
the Kings Brother, would have received us with a 
great dcal of affection, and his friendſhip to us, as al- 
ſo his averſion to Arſacomes, and his diſcontent at 
tte greatneſs of his fortune, were ſuiſicient to have 
made him expoſe himſelfto any hazard for our con- 
| fideration. Many others of the chief of Scyrb:a, had 
ſtill preſerved the remembrance of the good offices I 
had done them, or which I had endeavoured to do 
them, during the timeI was in favour, and I doub- 
t-d not but that they would have ventured very far 
to have obliged me; but I was loth to endanger 
them without neceſſity, believing that whoſoever 
ſhould be known to be my friend would ke the firſt 
ſuſpected, and that by how much the more ſecret our 
abode was, ſo much the ſafer alſo would it be. We 
paſſed many dayes on this manner, which being ſe- 
parated from my Princeſs I ſhould have thought un- 
ſupportable, if ſince the time of my impriſonment I 
had not been inur'd to ſuffer. Yet wasl marvel}. 
ouſly impatient to ſee her, and as ſoonas my wounds 
permitted me toſtir out of my bed, I reſolv'd to ha- - 
Zard that viſit in ſpight of Theodares his oppoſitions. 
W hat (ſaid I) ſhall I be free in 1ſedor, and not ſec 


—_— 
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Whes as much as they could poſſibly. In this news, 
llound ſome conſolation; but when I ask'd them con- 
ing Berenigezthey could tel] me nothing, but that 

c ramoy; as how fnce this accident the King had 
ommanded ſhe ſhould be ſurely guarded, and that 


| Ry few perſons were allow'd to fee her, This re- 


Prt made me gheſs at part of the truth,and I believ- 
that the Kinos late reſolution againſt me, had pro- 


Berenice.? Ah! Theodates, my life is not fo dear to 
me asthat I would ſecure it at that rate,ror can Lpre- 
ſerve it without Be: enice; ſince it is for her alone that 
I preſerve it. Theodates complycd with my defign 
when he ſaw he could not divert it, and that conſent 
was not.without ſome mixture of his own Intereſt, 
The Princeſs Theomirss was {till with Berenrceand for 
31] her fathers rigorousuſage of her, at the reaveſt of 

Prince Carthaſis, ſhe was allow'd the company 'of 


«ded onely. from the knowledge he had gotten of | 


4 


| 
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that Princeſs, whom ſhe made her bedfellow, and to | 
| raxerzes will undoubtedly be ruined, and ruined 


whom the had entruſted Fer moſt ſecret thoughts. 


Theodates had not ſeen her fince his departure, but | 
; ter theloſs of his Empire, 


now he hoped we might ſhare that viſit rogether. At- 
ter we þad longs contrived the leaſt difficult expedt- 
ents, we at laſt made choice of this : We remembred 
that the Princeſſes ante-chamber had an iron grated 
window not very high, which ftood towards a little 
narrow ſtreet that was almoſt uninhabited by reaſon 
it was ſo exceedinvly dirty, that hardly any body 
could paſs that way z it wasnot near the Palace gate, 
nor any of thoſe places where there us'd to be guards, 
and I thought when all the world was afleep, we by 
that window might get to ſpeak with Cy/len:4,and by 
her means enjoy the happineſs of entertaining our 
Princeſles. 

After we had thus laid our deſign we got on horſe- 
back,and took two truſty men along with us, whom 
we ſet as ſentinels at each end of that ſtreet, to come 
and give us notice in caſe they ſhould ſee any body 
that could diſcover our converſation, In the mcan 
time there had happened things to my Princeſs, which 
the courſe of my itory hindred me from telling you, 
and which I will not recount before I paſs further in 
my narration.I: would be fitter (interrupted Or007- 
dates)that wy ſiſter ſhould tell us them her ſelf; that 
little breathing tune will not be needleſs in ſo long a 
awgiſcourſe as this of yours, and it were good you re- 
ſted your ſelf a little, that you may be able to proſe- 
cute the remainder of it without inconveniency. Ar- 
faces made no anſwer, leaving the Princeſs to ſatis. 
fic her Brothers motion, and ZSerenice knowing his 
defire:Since you will have it ſo Brother,(faid ſheYand 
that your friendſhip to 4: ſaces,3nd your knowledge 
of his vertuc makes you pardon my faults and my diſ- 
obedience, Ile ſpare him the trouble of a few mo- 
ments,but have ſv little to ſay, that ſo ſhort an inter- 
miſſion will not be much conſiderable. 

I will not ftand to repeat again. (after the rclation 
you have heard already from the Prince) what my 
_ thoughts were after the cruel accident of the ſurpri- 
fal of my Letters, and after the knowledge I had both 
of my being made a priſoner, and of the danger that 
threatened Prince Artaxerves, It ſuffices me that 

you already know I lov'd him, as much asI believ- 
ed Iought, and as he could delire,to make you judge 
that my apprehenſions for him, were my molt cru- 
el diſquiets. All my comfort was in the Princeſs 
Theomrris, and in Cyilema, whoſe company the 
King afforded me notwithſtanding all his ſeverity. 
Theomiris had obtained it ofthe King by her fathers 
mediation, and my enemies thought it was not ne- 
ccflary to take Cy/lenia from me, who in their opt- 
nion, was not able to do me any ſervice that could 
be prejudicial tothem. Iris true alſo, that I recci- 
ved thoſe petty ſatisfaCtions by the Queens means, 
who with a cunning diſſimulation feign'd to be ſorry 
for the misfortune which ſhe her ſelf had brought 
upon me, and by courteſies of ſmall importance, en- 
deavourcd to take off part of that reſentment which 
ſhe believ'd I had againſt her, However it were, 
Theomiris and Cyllezia continued with me, and 
though at that time I could not gheſs by whom I had 
been ſo unworthily betrayed, I never had ſo much as 
a thought to ſuſpect Cy!lemia, I therefore truſted 
theſe two dear perſons ; with all my diſcontents, and 
with all my fears, and they help'd what they could to 
ſtop that current oftears which both thoſe occaſions 


drew from my eyes in great abundance, An! Coultn | 
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(ſaid D Ah! Cyllenia, T am undone, and poor Ay. 


meerly by my imprudence. That Prince, who 
and after the loſs of all hi 
friends, has eſcaped ſuch numberleſs dangers, unge 
the weight of which, any other body would certa : 
ly have ſunk, he who amidſt his moit bitter —_ 
has ſubſilted with ſuch dexterity, and who by & 
many marvellous actions, had fo well gain'd they 
affections, falls now by my fault alone ; and ſhe 
whom all Scythia owes that repoſe itholds from hi 
owcs the life of its King, and owes ſuch —— 
ſervices, ſacrifices him now her ſelf, to his intumy. 
nity, and to his ingratitude. Ah? Berenice (cop 
tinued 1) Zerenice the ſole cauſe of that great Princes 
misfortunes, do not out-live his afflictions, and if 
thou canit not hinder the death of poor A-r2+er x; 
at leaſt fore-run it with thine own. [ accompaniel 
theſe words with ſuch a floud of tears, and expreſſe 
my ſorrow by ſuch moving actions, that nct onely 
Theomiris and Cylienia, but even people of the 
harſheſt natures would have been touch'd with com. 
paſſion, I ſpentthe remainder of that day in this en. 
ployment, and would needs have my Coufin lie with 
me, to help to paſs away the cruelleſt night I had e 
ver known inall my life. She alledg'd all the argy- 
ments ſhe could think of to cure me of my fears, and 
often perſwaded me it wasnot likely the King woull 
fly to extremities againſt a Prince of Artaxerxechis 

uality, and againſt a Prince to whom, beſides thatof 
his life, he had other ſuch important obligations; tha 
the wholeKingdom ſo powerfully indebted to his: 
lour,would oppoſe the Kings rigorous intentions; and 
that he was too prudent and too politick to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be tr.nſported by his paſſion,toſucha violence 
as was without example. 

I found ſo much reaſon in this diſcourſe of Theo: 
mirts, that if my affection had been more mo- 
derate, I ſhould without queſtion have drawn ſome 
comfort from it ; but it was by her inſpirations, and 
by thoſe of Cyllerza that I took a little courage, and 
reſolv'd to ſuffer the Kings preſence, and to receive 
his words with more ſpirit than I had done before, 
Having ſpent the night on this manner, and likewiſe 
part of the day following,l ſaw the King when I leaf 
expected him, come all alone into my chamber. | 
r-ſe up, and went to meet him trembling, but he 
c1ſdained my reception, and fitting down upon 1 
chair, from whence he darted nothins but furious 
looks at me, Icome not to viſit thee (ſaid he ) w- 
gratefull, and difloyall Girle, 1 owe not ſo much 
vility to the Daughter in Law of Darizs : and from 
hence forward I cannot defire thy fight otherwiſe than 
as that of my mo!t mortal enemy. I come onelyto 
reproach thee with thy ingratitude, and infidelity, 
or to examine thee asa criminal convicted of treaſon 
againſt her King. Speak wicked creature, contin 
cd he(ſeeing me daunted and ftrucken halfdead wit 
theſe cruel words ) open thy mouth to.exculſe thy 
ſelf, and juſtifie thy infidelities if it be poſſible. 
Didſt thouthen think the ſon of my implacable ene: 
more lovely than a Prince whom I had choſen tot 
tice, and whoſe affections | had expreſly comman 
de.] thee to receive ? and if thou hadit. eyes t0 
juige of the difference there was between ar 
ſxcomes and thee, hadit thou none to conſider 
that without betraying thy Father, and ſhame- 
fully betraying thy felf, thou could{t not matci 
thy ſelf to the enemy of thy Houſe, an: fo un 
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0 had baſely abandoned his father, and his Coun- 
eir new enemics, to compaſs his treache- 
es again their old ones, and to ſeck 
that revenge by his ſecret conſpiracies, which neither 
tenor his could ever 6nd in open war, \\ hile the 
King brought forth theſe words, with many others 
of the ſame kind,I ſummon d all my courage to an- 
fer him, as he commanded me ; and though [ had 
much adoe tO recoliect my felt, at la't my attection, 
ay ſenſe of the ill uſage I receiv'd, and the reſo'ution 
Thad taken,gave me a boldnefle that was not naturall 
ome and when the King had made an end of ſpeak- 


wh 
tre to th 
rous pr aCctic 


ing, charging me exp.cily to reply. Sir, (ſaidI I 


yould not open my- mouth for my julithcation, if 
our Majeity had not abſolutely coinmanded me, 
hutin my preferring Ar /«ces before --7ſacomes,l can 
&nd no cauſe at all ro repent my ſelf. Arſacomes is 


horn my Fathers Subject, rſacomes never did me. 


nor mine any conſiderable ſervice, nor have lever 
ſkenany thing cither inthe actions, or perſon of 4-- 
"comes, which ought not to have oblig'd me to hate 
lim, A-ſaces is born the greateit Prince in the world, 
and born Prince of a thoaſanq ſubjects more confide- 
rble then Arſacomes, I owe to Arſaces the life of 
the King my Father, and my own; the Queen and 
Arſucomes himſelf are indebted to him for theirs, 
and all Scythi.2 for the better part of its tranquility, 
nd in the aCtion ani perſon of Arſaces I never ſaw 
any thing that ought not to oblige me to love him, 
[fhe be the ſon of your enemy, Sir, the ſervices he 
has done you, makes you ſufficiently to know how 
fr he is fro:n any of thoſe thoughts 'you ſuſpect him 
of; ifhe had deſired the ruine of your Kingdom, he 
would not have laboured with the loſs of his blood 
for its conſervation ; and if your Majeſties life had 
heen odious to him, he would not ſo viſibly have 
hazarded his own for its defence. Ialledge not to 
your Majeſty the engagements we had to him, in 
the perſon of the Prince my brother, the good 
offices he did to him paſs not in your opinion for ob- 
ligations, and though I were intebterl to him for none 
but thoſe which are common to me and to your ſelf, 
for the loſs of his Dominions. which he perchance 
might have avoided, if your ſervice had not taken 
tim up; and for the particular proofs of afiection 
he has ſhown me, 1 thin's that thoſe he has receiv'd 
fom mine, will not paſs ſor ſhameful crimes, and 
that I have contin'd them within ſuch limits, that the 
want of your allowance is all the fault can be object- 
edagaint me, I have lov'd kim enough to preferre 
tim before a ſubject, before whom he would have 
been moſt wort! y to be preferr'd, though their qua- 
lties and obligations had been equall, I have lov'd 
tim enough to approve of his ſervices, waiting till 
ſuch time as thoſe he dajly rendred you, fhould difſi- 
pate the hatred you bore his Family, by the examp'e 
oftheKing his Father, in whom lefle important ſcr- 
ices, in ſpite of your inveterate enmities begot 
ſuch tender affections to the Prince my Brother ;z and 
nſhort Thave lov'd him enuugh, to hope with con- 
tentment, that after that reconciliation, you would 
make choice of him rather then of Arſac»mes, and 
nther then of any other body that ſhould have an 
ambition like that of his ; but I have not lov'd him 
enough to grant him any favours that can make me 
bluſh, nor to vive him either promiſes, or hopes to 
the prejudice of what I owe unto your Majeity. 
Though 4-ſaces an4 1 were both at liberty, I ſhould 


beſo much Miſtreſs of my affection to him, as to | me, till it was almoſt night. I didn believe he would 
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dye rather then marry him, or go along with him 


| without your conſent, but if your will would agree 


SD — — 


with my inclination, I confeſs, Sir, that as much for- 
ſaken by fortune, and as much diſpoſſeit of his Do- 
mini>ns as he is, I would preferre him before all the 
Princes upon the face of the Earth, Ar theſe laſt 
words, the King was ſoenflamed with anger, that 
it was cafic to obſerve it in his face; and ſtamping 
with his foot as he roſe up from his chair with a futi- 
ous action, And Iiwear by all the Gods, (ſaid he ) 
that | will quickly deprivethee of the liberty of pre- 
terring him before any body, and thy indiſcreet and 
diſloyall afteCtion ſhall be more fatal to my enemy; 
then all thoſe ill deſigns he has h ainlt me ; pre- 
pare thy ſelf for his death, which Itell thee of my 
ſelf, as thoutelleit me of thy perfidious tricks, and 
believe that the onely choice I will leave thee from 

ence forward, ſhall be that of 4r/acomes living, or 
of Ar/..ccs in his grave. If the beginning of the 
Kings diſcourſe had not prepared me for theſe cruell 
words, they were enough to have made me loſe my 
ſenſes; Eut as well reſolv'd as I was, I had much 
adoe to keep my lelf from falling into a ſwound, and 
linking into Cy//enia's arms, who itretched them forth 
to receive me, ſeeing me change colour, I look'd 
upon the King with a pitiful eye, though it were a- 
nimated with ſome reſentment, and ſtruggling againſt 
my faintneſs. The aſhes of Arſaces ( faidI ) ſhall 
evcr be dearer to me then the perſon of Ar/acomes, 
and if I mult ſhut up my hopes, and my life it ſelf 
within his tomb, I ſhall ecteem my condition happier 
then if I were poſiefſour of all Europe with Arſaco- 
cs, Theſe lait words abſolutely took away all the 
reaſon the King had left; and though my chiefeſt de- 
fires were boun 'edin Artaxerves his ſafety, 1inno- 
cently procur'd his ruine by theſe extraordinary 
marks of my atlection. The King could hardly re- 
tain himſelf, inthe violence of his wrath, but mode- 
rating it by thought of that revenge he was prepar- 
ing, he was conteut with expreſſing his intention by 
furious looks, and weat out of my chamber with a 
face, which ſufficiently declar'd the action he was 
going to do. 

Iremain' 11 an exceſle of grief, or rather ina mor- 
tallagony, and all the apprehenſion I had for A4r/a- 
ce: bciore, was nothing in compariſon of the fears 
which t:en aſſaulted me. I knew the Kings relent- 
[c{s nature, and his perſiitance in his crucl reſolutions, 
and that put me into the molt ſorrowfull condition 
you can poſſible imagine. Theoriris and Cyllenia 
knew not which way to comfortfme, and I think 
without their aſſiitance, I ſhould have been reduc'd 
to very great cxtremities, 1every moment fancied 
poor Arſaces either dead or dying, and the Kings 
harſh threats had made ſuch an impreſſionin my mind, 
that 'twas impoſſible for me towithdraw my thoughts - 
one minute from that fatal remembrance. Oh! King 
of Scythia, (ſaid 1 )if thou accompliſh thy horrible 
reſolutions thou mayelt well prepare thy ſelf for the 
funcra!ls of thine own children ; Berenzce will not 
ſurvive poor Arraverves, and Oroondates will with- 
out queſtion dye for grief, when he ſhall hear, that 
the life of his Brother, for the loſs whereof he had 
ſhed ſo many tears, was preſerv'd onely to fall under _ 
the hands of the King his Father, I faid many other _ 
thinzs, whoſe length makes me forbear to entertain 
you with them, and I tormented my ſelf on that fa- 
ſhion, from the morning when the King had viſited 
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ſo ſoon have gone on to the execution of his threat- 
nings, and [thought that to put a man of Ar/aces his 
quality to death, there had been need of longer deli- 
beration; but | was deceived in my opinion, and 
_ though my fears were violent, they were not of ſo 
long continuance as | expected. It beganalready 
to grow late, when there was a great noiſe in the 
next Court, and amidit a great confuſion of voices, 
I heard the name of Ar/aces pronounced ſeveral 
times. 

At that reiterated name, my mortal fears were 
redoubled, and [I fell immediately into the molt fatal 
apprehenſion. Arſaces is dead; (cry'd I, throw- 
ing my ſelf off from my bed) Arſaces is dead Couſin, 
and without doubt this confuſed noiſe is caus'd by the 
news of his death. AsI ſpoke theſe words, I ran to 
the window which look'd into the next Court, where 
I ſaw a great many people got together, who in talk- 
ing of 4r/aces, clapt their hands,and did actions that 
ſufficiently expreſſed their aſtoniſhment. I then 
heard a calling for armes, and ſaw a great many cf 
the Guard go out of the Palace in halte and in confuſi- 
on. All theſe things confirm d me in my fears, and 
I was fo atirighted,that I had not the heart to open my 
mouth, to ask what the matter was. In the end 
theCourt remain'd almo{t quite empty,and for a time 
there wis a flence 2s great as the noiſe had been be- 
fore it. Theemiris and Cyllenia laid me upon my bed 
again, in a condition little different from that of per- 
ſons without life. I had not the lciſure to expreſs my 
ſorrow by any long complaints,for before | had becn 
a quarter of an hour upon my bed, I heard a ſecond 
noiſe inthe Palace much greater than the former ; it 
wrought the ſame effect upon me the other had done; 
I ranquite tranſported to the window, where I heard 
the Officers of the Guard, and many others calling 
for horſes with a precipitateneſs which teſtified their 
diſorder. After I had remain'd a while in a perples1- 
ty that cannot be expreſſed, I ſaw Prince Carthaſis 
my Uncle come into the Court; by good fortune 
he preſently caſt up his eyes to our window, and I 
no ſooncr ſaw that he lookt upon me, tut I by ſigns, 
and by a beſeeching geſture begg'd a viſit from him. 
As ſoon as he underitood my meaning, he came up 
the ſtairs, and finding no hindrance at my chamber 
door by reaſon of tis quality,he entred immediately 
after. He was acquainted with all matters ti:at pait, 
both by what he had heard from the Kings, and what 
I had confelt to him my ſelf, nor had I any cauſe to 
repent that he was privy to them, ſecing there were 
no proofs of affection I could deſire of him, which he 
did not give me in ail manner of encounters to his ut- 
moit power. He had a particular eſteem, and a 
ſtrong affection for Arſaces, and Ireceiv'd no ſmall 
aſſurance of it by his action in coming toward 


e, 

Ticaſt my ſelf all in tears into his arms, but I had 
not open'd my mouth to ask him the cruel news I ap- 
prehended, when to put me out of pain, he broke 
filence firſt. Madam, ( ſaid he) the King would 
have put 4r/aces to death, but his Genius is more 
powerful than that of the Scy:h:ians ; and it is not 
_ ſuch arms as theirs that ſuch a man as he can 
all. 

Theſe words began to produce their effect up- 
on me, when my Unclenot willing to l:t me ſuffer 
any longer; Arſaces is eſcap'd, ( ſaid he ) bur he 
has made his eſcape like Arſaces, and he has ap- 
peared to the Ingrateful-Scyrhians the ſame gallant 
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man that he appeared to the Aﬀectionate Scythiay 

when he fought ſo valiantly at the head of the X 
They have found him as invincible againſt them pc 
againit Arimbas, and the Tauro-Scythians , ng 
they formerly have ſeen him win battels by his ſol 
courage in the front of their Armies ,they to day have 
ſcen him alone and uttarm'd, make Rivers of blog 
run through the ſtreets of their principal city, ng 
with his ſword hewen out the way: unto his ſafer 

through the midit of their ſtouteit Troops, Thi 
news having ſuddenly reviv'd me, I appear'd ye 

dificrent from what 1 wasa few minutes before _- 
though I was little inform'd of the truth of the bug, 
neſs, I found my ſelf well enough recover'd to in. 
quire it of the Prince, and to hear the relation of 
very patiently, 

He told me what had paſs'd in Arſaces his eſcape 
as it was reported by thoſe of his guard which ha 
ſeen the beginning, and by thoſe that had ſeen the 
end of that action ; he made me often grow pale and 
trembling during this diſcourſe ; but when at laſt] 
heard, that after having done things above the power 
of man he had been ſuccoured by Theedares, who 
the Gods had miraculouſly ſent him, and that with 
him he was gotten out of the Town, with little pro. 
bability that he could be overtaken by thoſe that 
were ſent in purſuit of them, my greateſt fears becan 
to vaniſh, and I remained as quiet, and as well con- 
tented, as I could hope to be in that adventure, Mo- 
deity forbad me to expreſs my ſatisfaction to theſul 
before my Uncle, but he ſaw it plainly enoughin 
my face,and might eably have perceiv'd in kisdaugh: 
ters, if he had obſerved it, that the was not inſenh. 
ble at the news of Th-edatres his arrival, and of the 
ſhare te had in the deſtiny of Arſaces, Thouchl 
conceai'd part of my thoughts from my Uncle,I made 
him acquainted with the reſt, not being willing to 
give him cauſe by my diltruit, to repent the afteCtion 
he ſhewed meina ſeaſon when it might be prejudict- 
al to him, | 

When I had teſtified my acknowledgement of that 
favour as much as poſſibly I could, 1 entreated him 
to be gone, for fear a long viſit at that time might be 
hurtfulto him, and gain him the Kings jcaloutie and 
hatred, 

After his departure, Theomiris and I diſcourſed of 
that Jait accident, and when I had compared the dar- 
ger Arſaces had eſcap'd, with thoſe he mightyet 
fall into, and the rigour of his impriſonment with that 
of his abſence, 1 thought my condition a great dei 
better than it was before, and'believ'd I ought tobe 
much better pleas'd with my fortune, than ] had been 
at any time ſince my reſtraint, I paſt that night n 


nough of affliction in being ſeparated from 4rſacts 
I found matter of comfort in his liberty, and choſe 
much rather to have him abſent, than a priſonerto 
the Kine my father. Arſaces ( ſaid T) will not for 
ſake me, Iam too certain that he loves me, to fear 
he will co away from me for ever; he by being out 
of the way for the preſent, will avoid the evident 
danger that threatens him, and without doubt wil 
return to me as ſoon as ke can be able to make uſe ol 
my Brothers aſhitance. Orcondates has lov'd him 
too apa ever to abandon his intcreits,and per 
haps my fathers cruell humour may one day be 
appeas'd, by the confideration of his whole Fam 


Thus did | flatter my ſclf in my Ciſcontents, - 
the 


leſs violent diſquiets, and though I found cauſe e- 
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teKingwas tranf] ported with exceſs of rage,not betng 
zhle to bear the affron: he had received, without | uch 
an impatiency as nothing can repreſent, He baniſht 
thoſe guards for ever that had eſcaped Arſaces his 
valour, and lookt upon the rett with ſuch a fury as 

t them all into a mortal terrour, What, ( ſaid 
he ) has a ſingle man in the heart of my Dominions, 
the chiefeſt of all my Cities, near my own per- 
wn and in the midit of all my Suvjects, made his c- 
ſcape from mY juſt indignat'on 3 andare the Sc yrhi- 
ans fo cowardly as to quit the paſſage to one man a- 
lone, oro faithleſs as to open it of their own accord 
to their Kings chief enemy ? he ſpoke theſe words 
with many furious actions, and grew fo terrible to 
thoſe that were moit familiar with him, that the 
Queen her ſelf durit hardly venture to come near 


hs belicf that I would be glad of the diſcontent 
he had receiv'd by Ar/aces his deliverance, redou- 
bledthe averſion he had receiv'd againit me, and he 
was ready to have diſcharged part of that wrath upon 
Me, which before was kindled again!t Him. He net- 
ther ſaw me nor would ſufker me to be ſeen but by 
very few,yet about three dayes after this accident, I 
was viſited by the Queen, from whom I neither had 
expected nor defir'd that Honour. I was not fo 
cod adifſembler, as to make my face ſhew a diffe- 
rent welcome from what my heart afforded her ; but 
though | could not doubt that her malice alone had 
brought me into that condition I then was 1n, I ſtrove 
all I could to pay her in my own Chamber, ſome 
part of what was due to my fathers wife. Afﬀter tie 
frſt diſcourſes of a very forc'd civility : Madam 
(faid ſhe) by rendxing you ehjs vii which I owe you, 
| ſhall without queſtion move the King to ſome dif- 
pleaſureagain't me, but I was willing to hazard that 
to afſure you that I am very ſenſible of what you ſuf- 
fer, and verv ready-to labour for your rcdreſs as 
muchas poſſibly I can. I am much oblig'd to your 
goodneſs, (anſwered I) but my fear of the Kings be- 
ing difpleaſed with you for it, couli have made me 
wiſh you had not honour'd me with this viſit. Stra- 
tonice (who has a great deal of wit) took my words 
inthe ſame ſenſe they were intended,and thewing by 
aſmile; that ſhe very well underſtood my meaning. 
donot doubt ( reply'd ſhe) but that you are angry 
with me, and that you ſuſpect I have done what I 
could to maintain Ar/acomcs his Intereits againſt 
Arſaces, In this I am very ſorry I have been con- 
ſfirain'd to thwart your inclinations, but *tis a pro- 
ceding that is both very natural,and very ordinary ; 
and you are too full of reaſon to believe, that I ought 
tohold the Son of D.zriz5, and my own Brother in e- 
qual conſideration. 

[ ſhould not have fallen upon this diſcourſe, if the 
Queen had not begunit. But when I ſaw ſhe entred 
©far into it her ſelf, I thought I might very well re- 
ply. It was not jut (ſaid I) Madam, that you 
ſhould favour Arſaces with your aſfitance, to the 
prejudice of 4rſaucomes, neither did he demand it of 
Jou; but by the ſervice you had receiv d from him, 
he had reafon to believe you would not endeavour 
his deſtruction, nor had 1 ever offended you fo nuch, 
to imagine you ought to ſeck for mine. Thave 


Gone nothing (added the Queen) that ſhould make 


You think I had an intention to hurt you; nor dill 
perchance ſeek your diſadvantage, when | laboured 
to make you prefer Prince Arſacomes, hefore a 
Prince whoſe birth and merit indeed were confidera- 
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an enemy to this State, and one to whom the Gods 
have left nothing of which his Anceſtours poſſeſt, If 
the Gods ( reply'd I with more boldneſs than ordi- 
nary ) havedepriv'd Prince Arraxerxes of his fore- 
fathers Empire, they haveleft him characters which 
all their anger cannot take away ; they have left him 
a ſword that can recover his dominions, as it hath de- 
fended ours, and briefly they have left him marks of 
wh-t he was, and what he {till is which can ſuffer no 
compariſon with any of my fathers Subjects; if he 

be the ſon of our enemy,'tis of an enemy that us'd the 
Prince my Brother as the deareſt of his children; and 

if he be our enemy himſelf, he's an enemy, Madam, 

without whom the the King had not been now alive, 

without whom Ar/acomes had not been alive, with- 

out whom both you and I had either been dead or 

captives, and without whom perhaps this Kingdom 

had been lolt, 


The Queen was ncttled ſecing me take Arſaces his 
part ſoſharply, and nor bcing able to difſemble it, 
after a bluſh which appear'd in her face : Your affe- 
ction to Arſaces ( ſaid the ) gives you thoughts 
in favour of him, and to the contempt of others, 
whico would. be very advantageous to him if 
they were approv'd of by the King your father ; 
but it has pleas'd the Gods, his mind ſhould be diffe- 
rent from yours ; and though he was not unſenſible 
of Arſ..ces his ſervices while he believ'd him to be his 
friend, nor blind to the knowledge of his good qua- 
lities, yet was not his opinion the ſame with yours,for 
the choice of him whom he thought worthy to be 
your ſervant, | 

That Arſacomes whom you deſpiſe ſo much, was 
not ſo contemptible to him but that he deſtin'd him 
to the honour which you made Darizs his ſon to hope 
for, and has ſettled the pardon of the offence he 
believes he has reccived from you, in the obedi- 
ence you ſhall render him in favour of my Bro- 
ther. 

The King(anſwered I,being vext tothe very heart 
at theſe words)cannot deſtine me to Arſacomes with- 
out deſtining meto my grave, and what obedience 
ſocver I owe him, death is able to give me a diſpen- 
ſition. You ſhallnotdye (reply'd the Queen riling 
from her chair) but time will make you know what 
maids of your birth and quality owe unto their Fa- 
ther, and unto their King ; and how great difficulty 
ſoever you make of ſubmitting your ſelf to it, you 
underitand your ſelf too well directly to oppoſe the 
will of yours. 

After theſe words and ſome other of a feigned ci- 
vility, ſhe went away, and left me ſo ill ſatish d with 
her converſation, that | was not ſettied again of all 
thatday. I paſs d the next, and ſome others in the 
ſame manner, till the time we were vilited with Ar- 
ſaces and Theodares, Theorirs andl were in bed 
together, and not being able to ſleep, I was enter. - 
taining her with my ordinary Ciſquiets, when C'ylle- 
ia (who took as little reſt as we) heard a knocking 
atti.e grate of my window, At frit ſhe regarded it 
not, bur findizg it continued, ſhe leap'd out of her 
bed, and coming cloſe to mine. told ine of it,and ask'd 
me what 1 would have hcr do; ulthovuoh I did not ab- 
ſolutely gheſs the truth, and that I betiev'd not Azſa- 
ces to be in 1ſſedon, yet did | imagine 1t was to give 
me notice of ſomething that any body came to my 
window at ſuch an hour, and in conceit 1 —_—_ 

Ec 
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©. "yilena toopenit. She hid no ſooner done fo, 
hut ſhe perceived two men on horſeback one of which 
- refently call'd her by her name, and was known to 
cr by his voice to be Arſaces. As ſoon as ſhe was 
c:rtain of it, ſhe gave him not the leaſure to diſcourſe 
with her, but running to my bed fide, brought me 
the news, tranſpoited either with joy or with aſto 
niſhment. 1 was itrangely ſurpris'd at it as you may 
well imagine, and notwithſtanding the infinite defire 
I had to fee Arſaces again, I could not hear he was 
ſo near his enemies without being extreamly aftright- 
cd. I roſe with Theomirrs, and each of us taking a 
night gown, we went unto that window, and made 
Cyllenia ſtay at the chamber door, for fear we ſhould 
be ſurpris'd at that'converſation. I had not ſooner 
diſcover'd Arſaces, and his friend through that 
gloomy night, but my fear and my afiection ſharing 
my ſoul between them, made me immoveable, and 
alſo inſenſibl!e, but as ſoon as the two Princes knew 
us, they bow'd down to their very Saddles, and 
having given us a ſalute full of reſpect, Arfuces 
breaking ſilence firlt, Aſfadam ( ſaid he) Arſaces 5 
yet permurted to ſee you again, and the Gods have 

fav'd this Priſoner, this condemu'd man, this fugr- 
reve, to reſtore him a ſi: ht which is a thouſand times 
ore dear to him, then the liberty they had takrn, or 
the life they would have token frombim. He wou'd 
have gone on with his diſcourſe as he had begun, if 
] had not interrupted him. Yes Arſaces(ſaid I)you 
ſee me, an I ſee you again, but though your ſight 
be as dear to me as you can wiſh, it cauſes greater 
diſquietsin me, then thoſe your abſence would make 
me ſuffer, and if you had lov'd me as you are obli- 
ged todo by the laſt proofs of your affection, you 
had kept my heart from thoſe terrours to which you 
now expoſe it. You doubt not that I was much con- 
cern'd in your ſafty as in my own; but you ought as 
little to doubt that I can ſce you inthe danger into 
which you precipitate your ſelf, without mortal ap- 
prehenfions. What? ( purſu'd I with the ſame 
tone )is Arſaces in Iſſedon, and under the Palace 
window ? Arſaces the ſole aim of the Kint's wrath and 
hatred, and Arſaces for whoſe deitruction he would 
hazard that of his Empire ? I ſaid agreat deal more 
that expreſs*'d my fear for him, bur all ſerv'd only 
to give him new marks of my aftection, and after he 
had quietly given me the hearing ; I know no dan 
ger ( repli'd he) that can fright me from the ſight of 
my Princeſs, and I ſhould have ſcorn'd my liberty, 
and given vp my life to them that would have taken 
it away, if Thad believ'd there had been any conſ\i- 
deration ſtrons cnough to keep me from ſeeing you 
again. Donot therefore moderate my happineſs by 
your too oblipins fears, but ſufter me after an 
impriſonment which nothing but your ab. 
ſence made me think unſupportable , to enjoy 
what was ſo cruelly forbidden me, and to return 
through the midtt of all manner of dangers to that 
felicity for which alone | have preſerv'd my ſelf. He 
accompani'd theſe with many other paſſionate 
words,after which I receiv'd T heodares his civilitics, 
and gave him thoſe welcomes that were due to his 
quality, and to his deſerts, and tothe goo! offices he 
had done his friend. I thank'd him for Arſaces's 
ſafety, with as much acknowledgement as poſſibly [ 
could, and then I would no lonter rob him of the 
ſame advantage we enjoy'd, but left him to enter- 
tain Theomirzs with an equal liberty ; that Lady 
lov'd himas ſhe was oblig'd by all manner of conſide- 
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| rations, but 'twas with ſumuch diſcretion and refer. 
vedneſs, that the ſevereit perſons could not have 
found any thing to condemn in her affeQion, The 
window at which we talk'd was fo low, that th 
two Princes being on horſeback, could cally reach 
it with their hand, and though it were grated the 
bars itood far without, that we could hear one _ 
ther though we ſpoke but ſofrly, and alſo ſeeonex. 
nother as well as the light of the {tars would ſur 
us. After | had teltifh'd to Arſaces how ſenſible] 
had been of the dangers he had run, and with what 
joy I had receiv'd the news of his eſcape, Itoldhin 
all that happen'd to me {ince the time I had not been 
able to write to him,and recounted all that You haye 
heard, as well about the taking of my Letters, as 
the Kings cruel threats, the Queens viſits, and al 


nate at that diſcourſe, that he had hardly patience tg 
let me finiſh it, and in the anſwers I had made to the 
King and Queen to his advantage, as likewiſe in the 
conltancy I had ſhown to favour him, he found f 
much reaſon to be ſatisf1'd with me, and with his 
fortune, that he knew not how to cxprels the leaf 
part of his acknowledgements. Is it poſſible (ſaid 
he) that what I hear ſhould bea truth, and that 4r. 
faces ſhould be fo happy as to attain this high degree 
of Felicity ) Ah loſs of my Dominicons; Ah! dan- 
vers that I have run; Ah! pains that I have ſuffer'd, 
how gloriouſly are you all rewarded; and how una 
ble is the King of Scythia to ſhake ſo firm a fortune 
as mire is. Since my Princeſs judges me worthy 
of her afieElion, and that in ſpight of ſuch cruelri- 
gours and perſecutions the perſevers to keepit for 
me, 1 henceiorth apprehend nothing from the po- 


of all they can attempt againit me, From this he fell 
into ſuch render, and ſuch afteCtionate expreſſionsof 
thanks, that it was hard to hear them, and torepent 
wha: one hadd: ne for him; and I redoubled his con- 
tentinent* by all the confirmations he could defireof 
ny friend{hip, 

We then began all together to conſult what was 
beit to be done, and when we had ſeverally deliverd 
our opinic.ns, my defign (adcel he ) if it be permit- 
ted for a perſon that 1s ſubject, and depcndentto 
have a deſign. is ſor ſome days to enjoy the happinels 
which now is £ ranted me, 1f! can do it without trouw 
bling and diſquicting my Princeſs, and when | ſhal 
have obtain d leave of my Love to be able to part 
from her for ſome time, and that by the ſettling df 
the Kings anger I may think my paſſage will be a lit 
tle freer, le goaway to the Prince my Brother, to 
to ſhow him theface of him he hath ſo dearly lov, 
and to take ſanctuary with him againſt the indignati 
on of his Father, I hope for all things from his fri:nd- 
ſhip, and he commands an Army, which after him 
would be at my devotion acain{ the reit of all man- 
kind. I ſhall have no otker enemy there but Arſ« 
cones, and if the conſideration of Oroondates make 
me deferre the effect of my reſentments againtt him, 
I am molt certainl ſhall be preferr'd before him in 
Oroond.es$friend/hip ; but if without cffending 
my dear Brother, I may be ſuffered to let them 
loofe, I ſhall fnd ways enough to free my ſelf of a 
rival, who h:th made, an | who perhaps wou'd yet 
make the greateſt part of all my miſeries; neither 
ought he to hope that he can enjoy his life, with his 
ambition of ſerving Fer-nice, and thouch I fearnot 


| he ſhoutd be able to ſhake the conſtarcy of my = 
| | (CIS 


that I had ſuifered for his fake, He was fo paſſio. . 


wer of men, and my happineſs is above the reach 
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{ſs [ought however to puniſh him for the pains and 

ſecutions he hath made her ſuffer. This was A7- 
«ces's intention, part whereof I approv d, and la- 
turing to divert the violence of the reſt, I would 
weeds moderate his ſpleen againit Arſ/acomes, by the 
:omiſe | made him, that all his endeavours ſhould 
never ſerve for any thing but to make him the more 
gious to ine. 1 will nor trouble you Brother, with 
al che particulars of our converſation, that diſcourſe 
yould be too long, ſince it was not much ſhorter 


than the night ; In brief, judging that the day began | 


draw near, I difmifs'd Ar/aces, after having con- 
frm'd him by ail manner of proteſtations, in the 
hope he had of my con!tancy ; and after having giv- 
en kim leave to take the ſame opportunitics for a like 
entertainment, wh.le he could itay at I/edoz with a- 
ny lafcty. This deſign was put in execution, andI 
fy him many times in the fume manner, without 
either being ſurpriz'd, or troubled by any encoun- 
ter; and Arſaces at my urgent entreaties was ſo care- 
ful to keep himſelf conceal'd, that his being 1ſedox 
was never ſo much as ſuſpected. 
King was ſo extreamly vext at the ſhame he thought 
he kad recetv'd, that his diſcontent modcrated, or 
nther ftifled ail the joy he ought to have receiv'd, 
fot the happy proceedings of my Brothers Army. 
He had heard of his victory over Zoprrzo, and af- 
terwards of the taking of many Towns, which ei- 
ther by force or genticnels he had broughtunder his 
obedience ; but he hardly appear'd any way ſenſible 
of thoſe ſucceſſes, which in another ſeaſon would 
havefound him very rcady to bear a part in the pu- 
lick joy. But he receiv'd no ſmall ſurcharge to 
his affliction, when by an expreſs that came from 
Arſacomes, he heard how Prince Oroondates had left 
the Army, the cauſe of his departure heing unknown 
to every body, as likewiſe the place whither he 
was gone, He dcliver'd him a letter which my Bro- 
ther had written to Ar/acomes, whereby he reſign'd 
the Army into his command, and gave up into his 
hand the charge the King had impos'd upon him. 
This news caſt the King, into furious redoublings of 
his anger, but it was raiſed to the extremity, when 
tiat Meſſenger deliver'd him a Cabinet which my 
Brother had forgotten, in which amongſt many 0- 
ther papers there had been found the information 


Theodates gave him of the life, fortune, and impri- 


ſonment of 4rravermes, The reading of that letter 
produc'd many ſeveral cflects in him,for if it made 
tim judge that ©: 0o4ares had till then been inno- 
cent of the treacherous deſigns whereof he ac- 
as'd Artaverxes, it made him alſo believe that it 
wasthat advertiſement that made him leave his Ar- 
my, to go to that dear friend. and to joyn with him 
pain{t hi; fathers ſervice, Neither was he without 
be ſuſpicion, that Oroondares had cunningly left 
thatletter, to make it be believ'd that the deſigns 
ad perſon of Arſaces had been unknown to him, and 
togain the more facility by that device, to ctlect the 
plots they had contrived together. But howſoever it 
vere,the King could not fix upon any of theſe opini- 
0s, without finding cauſe to redouble his wrath 
a. hatred again{t Artaxerxes, nor did he neglect 
ay thing that coul.i ſerve toward his revenge ; and 
ſeeing that the Gods, or his ill fortune had made him 
ſcape out of his hands, he ſought out all the wayes 
to miſchief him that could fall into his imagination, 

ecaus'd many manifeſts to be drawn, and ſent in- 
all the quarters of his Kingdom, wherein he ac- 


CASSANDR MA. 


wards his perſon, 


In the interim the 


4s 
cus*d him of Treaſon, and of- a conſpiracy againſt 
tis life ; exhorted all his ſubjes to endeavour his 
deitruction, and the more {trongly to invite them to 
it, promiſed five hundred talents to whoſoever ſhould 
bring him his head. The news of this cruelty and 
malice of the Rings, drave Arſaces into reſentments 
which were like to have made him go beyond thoſe 
conſiderations which till then he had preſery'd to- 
Ah ! (ſaid he ) why muſt this 
barbarous man to be the father of ZBerenice and Oro- 
ondates; and why is it not permitted me to revenge, 
with the bloodof ſo cruel an enemy, the ingrateful 
deſigns he has againſt my life,and the wrong he would 
do my reputation ? After theſe words he return'd a- 
gain to himſelf, and repenting that he had ſpoken to 
rhem,askt me pardon,& protelted he never would fall 
any more into thoſe violent thoughts againſt my fa- 
ther. And indeed till then, he endeavour'd to force - 
himſelf to patience, but he utterly loſt it, at the lafi* » 
cflects of the Kings indignation, | 

How great compliance ſocver the King had till then 
ſhewed to Srratox:ce, yet had he never refolv'd to 
Marry me to Ar/acomes; and though he was driven 
toit by the conſiderations of his love, and by the 
Queens eternal perſecutions , his ambition, and 
ſome remainder of kis affection to me, made 
him repugnant to that alliance ; but when once he 
began toloſe the hope of taking revenge upon Arſa- 
ces by any other way, he overcame the remnant of 
his love to me, and bclieving he could not afflict his 
enemy more ſenſibly than by giving me to his rival, 
he reſolv*d abſolutely upon the Marriage. He had 
heard there was nothing more to do in the Coun- 
trev, where Arfacomes was with his Army ; and ha- 
ving determined that he ſhould rcturn with his forces, 
he ſent an expreſs to him, with orders to bring him 
back, and with a letter which he wrote to him, the 
words whereof were to this purpoſe. 


The King of Sczthiato Prince 
Arſacomes. 


= you are the onely man worthy of my 
friendſhip and of my alliance, T intend 
that you ſha!l have them both; come therefore 
Arfacomes, to receive the recompence that 
expedts you, as well for the ſervices T have re- 
ceiv'd from you, as for thoſe you have ren- 
dred Berenice 3 from hence forward ſhe ſhall 
be yours, and all the difficulties you have 

and in winning her, ſhall yield to the autho- 
rity of her Father, and of her Kine. 


He ſhew'd this letter to divers of the Court, and 
publiſhed his reſolution to every body,to the end Ar- 
ſaces might come to hear of it, and feel the forrow 
he prepared for him. He would needs alfo give me 
my ſhare of it,and the next day aiter the departure ot 
that fatal meſſenger,he came into my chamber, & bea- 
ring the marks of his cruel intention in his forehead, 
put me into as great a fear as I could poſſibly be capa- 
ble of. He took not fo much lcifure as to fit down for 
the ſhort viſit he meant to make me, but looking 
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upon me with a ſeverer cye than ever he had done be- 
fore, Berenzce, (ſaid he ) hitherto I have been too 
favourable to you, but you too unworthily abuſed 
my indulgence, therefore now know my laſt intentt- 
ons,and diſpoſe your ſcif{once for all) to Marry Arſa- 
comes; Igive you as much time to reſolve upon it, 
as will be neceſſary for his voyage hither, but I de- 
clare to you that he ſhall be your husband, from the 
very day of his arrival. Though I was infinitely ſur- 
priz'd at this ſtrange diſcourſe, yet did I call up all 
the courage [ had, to make reply to that ſevere pro- 
poſition of the Kings, and looking upon him with an 
eye that was more animated than ordinary, I will 
obey you Sir ( ſaid I )to the laſt minute of my lite ; 
but my death I hope ſhall free me from theObedience 
Iowe you. You ſhall have leave todye, ( reply'd 
the King ) if you prefer death before Ar/acomes,but 
you ſhall never obtain a more favourable election. 
He ſtay'd not for my anſwer, but going out of the 
room left me in the condition you may judge I was re- 
duc'd to by that cruel threat; Truly it wasa very la- 
mentable one, and Theomiris and Cyllenia had never 
been more ſorrow/ully employed about me;than they 
were all thereit of that day. I would have diflem- 
bled my grief to Ar/aces, whomlI was to ſee that 
night, and [ prayed my Coulinnot to tell him of that 
viſit of the Kings, but twas impoſſible for me to hold 
my reſolution ; and as ſoon as ever I ſaw him, my 
tears broke forth in ſuch abundance, that before I 
was able to ſpeak, he was but too well inſtructed in 
my misfortune; whereforc | was forc'd to confeſs it 
to him, af:er the tears that had betray'd me, and ſec- 
ins he ſuſpected ſomething more fatall, I was fain to 
tell him all I knew, both of the Kings meſſage to Ar- 
ſacoxes, ana of the cruel command I had recetv'd 
from his own mouth. Arſaces never appcar'd ſo ter. 
rible to meas at that killing news, and 1 do not won- 
der,his encmies ſhouldthink him fo dreadful in fight, 
ſince in the anger ſaw himat that time, I could not 
but be afraid of him my ſelf. Yet did he all that poſ- 
ſibly hexould to maſter it before me, and when he 
had a little conquer'd that firſt fury, which made him 
fly into anextremity of rage againſt the Kings vio- 
lent proceeding, and that he had kept ſilence for a 
few moments. *Tis too long deferr d, ( added he ) 
Arſacomes muſt dye, and the hlood of that unwor- 
thy Favoutite mult pay for the Kings Tyranny, and 
for his own. Oppoſe not this jult reſolution, Madam, 
with unjuſt commands ; my obedience in this En- 
counter would be cowardice, and in the extremity 
we are now reduc'd to, I ought to be exempted 
from it. The King doth but vainly prepare a Mar- 
riage for him, to which he has unworthily pretended; 
neithcr am I ſo forſaken of the Gods or men, no nor 
of my own courage, which hitherto hath ſerv'd me 
faithfully enough, but that I can make that Rival fall 
atthe head of his army. The King of 5cythia per- 
haps ſhal: find that the remembrance of Arſices is 
not yet extinguiſh'd in the Court of Scythia, and I 
hope it {hall be with his own forces that I le oppoſe 
his unjuſt and tyrannical deſigns. Theſe were Arſa- 
ces his words, andI ſaw him fo fixt upon that reſolu- 
tion, that I had not the confidence to oppoſe it with all 
the power I had over him. Yet did I ſtrive to pacitie 
him as much as pofſibly I could, and alledg'd all the 
reaſons I thought capable to divert his purpoſe. 1 
lov'd not blood and could have have wiſh'd to be rid 
of Arſacomes otherwiſe than by his death, and be- 
ſidesI ſaw ſuch great and manifeſt dangers to Arſaces 
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in that enterpriſe, that it was hard to ho 
vourable iſſue of it. Irepreſented it to tows 
asI was able, and endeavour'd to touch himh hk 

conſideration of my fears for the evident perill of hi 
life. He having ever been very ready to comply with 
my entreaties, ſtroveto appear more moderzte and 
having proteſted he would make his inclination 
yield to mine as much as he could poſſibly, he lef 
me in ſome belief that I had obtain'd what 1 defy 

of him, I paſt thereſt of that day in thoſe diſquiets 
which that uncertainty caus'd in me ; but in the 
night, at the hour when I expected him, l onely re 
cciv'd a Letter by one of T heodates his ſervants the 
words whereof were theſe. ; 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Beye. 


nice, 


 T depart, Maiam, fince my honour, finge 
my repoſe will not ſuffer me to rew14in loneer 
near you, and perchance T ſhall not return y 
you again, till Tamfreed of a Rivall, and re- 
vene > of an Fnemy 5 Remember your faithful 
Arlaces 5 and if it pleaſe the Gods he dye in 
th.s enterpriſe, ſuffer him not to dye alſo in 


your HICHNIOF I. 


\ 


1 


The reading of theſe words did infinitely augment 
my grief, and put me again into my former appre- 
henſtons. . I began to te afflicted for his abſence, 
and to tremble for the dangers into which he was g0- 
ins to expoſe himſelf, What likelihood is there 
( ſaid I to Theowiris and Cyllenia ) that he can at- 


tempt to kill Arſacomes at the head of his army, 


; without periſhing himſelf in the deſign ? Ah! with- 


. out doubt, Coulin, we ſhall never ſce him more, 


an his deſpair will make him fo farre to neglec the 
means of ht: ſafety, that he by his own ruine willſe. 
cure the pretenſions of Arſacomes, | 

I afflicted my ſelf on this manner, notwithſtand- 
ins all the confolations I receiv'd from Theomirs, 
and could never be cured of my fears during all the 
time he continued in that journey, But Brother, 1 
chink I am ar the end of the recital you demanded of 
me, and if you defire to know the wonderful events 
of Arſaces his voyage, you may learn them much 
better from himſelf than me, who am little caps 
ble of relating ſuch adventures as thoſe you are 
going to hear from him, It is juſt, fair Princeſs 
(reply'd Arfaces ) that I ſhould eaſe you cf that 
pains, and you out of your goodneſs have given 
me reſt enough to be ab'e to finith this s Love 
Arſaces held his peace at theſe words, and when he 
had thought a while of the diſcourſe he was to make, 
he proceeded in theſe terms. 

As ſoon asT had left the Princeſs, and that I was 
rctir'd with Theodates, I made that dear friend ac 
quainted with my rcſolution of departing the next 
night, to goto Arſacomes, and. either pive him his 
death in the middle of his troops, or put an end, by 


mine own, to all the pains to which | ſaw my ſelf 


condemn'd, Theodates was amaz'd at that deſign 
but he argu'd not much againſt it, and only told 
me he would run my fortune, and t hat into wr” 

pert 
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Book . IV. 

erill ſoever I expos'd my ſelf, he never would for- 
fke me while he liv'd : Theſe tender proofs of his 
fiendſhip, did infinitely redouble mine,and not hay- 
ns the Power tO refuſe his company in ſuch an en- 
terpriſe, eſpecially ſeeing there was no more ſafety 
for him in ſeo than for me, and that in what part 
of Scythia ſoever he could be, his abode would {till 
he dangerous, becauſe beſides what he had done 
tofavour my eſcape,yhe letter which had come to the 
Kings &yC, and which was known to be his hand, had 
exceedingly aggravated his diſpleaſure againſt him, 
[conſented to let him go along with me, and expoſe 
himſelf with me to all the dangers which in probabilt- 
ty we went to encounter, 

That day we gave order to get good arms, and 
good horſes, and other things that were moſt nece, 
fary for us; but we would take no other company 
dong with us, except Criro,, who had already well 


| recover d his wounls, Theod tes his Squire, and 
! woof his ſervants to take care of our Horſes and 


Armes, believing that a greater train would but 
make our paſſage the more difficult, and the more ea- 
fly diſcover us. I wrote thoſe few words to my 
Princeſs which ſhe repeated to you, ard though her 
abſence was the greateit misfortune I was ſenſible of 
nthat attempt, yct would I go away without ſeeing 
her for fear ſhe ſhould oppoſe my intention with her 
abſolute authority, | 

[gave my letter into the hands of a.truty ſervant 
of Theodares, and when a good part of the night 
was ſpent, we took horſe, and goinz out *of the 
Town, put our ſelves into a way that was not un- 
known to thoſe that atten ied us. By good fortune 
we had no River to paſs that was not fordable,” 
nor no Town in our paſſage which we could not a- 
void, -ſending onely Theodates his ſervants through 
them, to buy ſuch proviſions as we needed. This 
dd much facilitate our voyage, and we perform d it 
without any encounter that was able to croſs our 
purpoſe. x | 

But before we came to the Army, I thought fit 
todiſcover the bottom of my deſign to Theodates, 
and to that end; Do not believe ( ſaid I) that my. 
reſolution proceeds totally from my deſpair, and that 
my enterpriſe (for all it is ſo hazardous) is without 
ſome beam of hope, grounded upon a great deal 
reaſon, The Army now under Arſacomes, is 
the ſame you know that I commanded againſt the 
Tawro-Scythians, in the countrey of the Apatirſi- 
an, and afterwards againſt Ariwbas ; *twas with it 
veobtained ſome victories again the King of Scy- 
thia's enemies ; There is no commander among 
thoſe Troops whom I have not oblig'd by ſome 
pirticular courteſie ; there is hardly any ſouldicr 
whoſe face and name is not known to me, and never 
adany General receive more teitimonies of affecti- 
on from his men than I from them while we march” 
together. | 

This remembrance makes me hope for favour a- 
mong{tthem, though I ſhould come to be ſo unfortu- 
nate, as to have ill ſucceſs1n my defignagainit Arſa- 
woes his perſon ; and for all he is their General]. 
perchance he will have much ado to find more friends: 
than I among them. You have reaſon to believe 
t \ anſwer*d Theodates.) and as I can afſure you, 
at your memory is {till dearer to: them than you 
animapine ;& can alſs tell you, thatby reaſon of Ar- 


ſacomes his pride, and of his haughty carriage, all the 


Suldiers and all the Officers have a great averſion to 
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| him, and I am confideht, they never ſubmitted to 
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his command without a: great deal of unwilling- 
neſs. 

Theſe words of Theodates redoubled my hopes, 
and in the mean time we advanc'd toward the Army, 
with as much ſpeed as the compaſſes we were fain 
to take would ſuffer us, and we found it ſooner than 
we expected. The Kings meſſenger had made 
very great haſte, and had been arriv'd there many 
dayes, and 4rſacomes who with ſuch lofty hopes 
had receiv.d ſo pleaſing an order, had rais'd his camp 
from the banks of Boriſthenes, and was returnin 
ſtreight to /ſedon, with as long marches as he could. 
Heby order from the King had left five or fix thou- 
ſand men upon the frontier, which he had putin gar- 
riſon, in ſome of thoſe Towns that had been reco- 
ver'd, and the re{t of the Army was about eighteen 
or twenty thouſand. 

It was along the Bank of the River Hypanis 
that we ſaw the firſt Battalions march, and riding 
with our Beavers down, we paſſed without doubt, 
among the firit that ſaw us, for horſemen of their 
Army ; we wore no:hing upon our Arms that could 
diſcover our quality, they were very good, but 
not enriched with agy ornament, that could make 
them be taken notice of ; and we had made choice 
of ſuch, that we mighthave the liberty of paſſing e- 
very where with lefs danger of being known. Ihad 

taken no particular order about my deſign, but had 
onely rcfolv'd to lay hold of the firſt occaſion fortune 
{ſhould offer me to fight with Arſacomes; ' or kill him 
if I could do it uponeven terms and without any baſe- 
neſs; but ſee how ſhe behav'd her ſelf in that adven- 
ture, and admire her capriciouſneſs in one of the 
{trangeſt events you ever heard. | 

One: part of the Army was already paſs'd, when I 
ſaw Arſacomes appear at the head ofa good number 
of Commanders, among which I knew the good old 
Cleoreſtes, Leotaris, and ſome other of thoſe friends 
| had greateſt; confidence in. He was compleatly 
arm'd, (as you know it is the cuſtom among.the 
Scythians, never to go without their arms,upon a 
march.or paſſing upon any duty of their Command) 
but his Beaver was up, and he was eafie to be known 
by many other marks. As ſoon as ever I faw,twas 
he, my reſentmentsawaken'd in ſuch manner, that 
| no longer was maſter of them, and though 1n ap- 
pearance I could not take a more unſeaſunable time 
for my ſatisfaction, I was not. capable of all neceſſa- 
ry conſiderations, and moreover I believed that in 
the extremity I was reduced to, andin the nature of 
the cauſe that mov'd me, I could not ſtand conſider- 
ing ; nor ſeek wayes to facilitate my enterpriſe, and 
be cautious of my ſafety, without cowardiſe. In 
this conceit turning toward Theodates, Dear Theo- 
dates ( ſaid 1) Icanno longer deferr the execution 
of my deſign tir not till youſeeT have need of your 
afitance, and then do what you ſhall think convent- 
ent. I hearkened not to what Theodates alledged 
to difſwade. me from my raſh intent, but advancing 


. toward Arſacomes I drew near him without any dt- 


ticulty.- - } ſ-luted him bowing to my ſaddle bow, 


-and ſpeaking to him without putting up my Beaver 


Sir (faid I) may Ihave a word or two with, you in 
for the Kings ſervice? Arſacomes accus'd me,of un- 
marnerlineſs,or folly for having ſpoken to him with- 
out diſcovering my face, and looking upon me. wit! 


-an arrogant faſhion, he ask'd me who 1 was, You 


Nnn ſhall 
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ſhall know, Sir, ( anſwer'dT) and with my name, 
ſhall alſo learn the buſineſs I have to impart to you, if 
you pleaſe to withdraw abour an hundred paces from 
this. company that 1s abour you. 
I turn'd my horſe and rode toward the place whither 
I defir'd to draw him, and though they that were 
preſent would have perſwaded him not to follow me, 
and told him that by ſo doing he ſhould injure his 
dignity, yet being (as indeed he was) valiant, and 
rw of glory, he believ'd that diſtruſt would ſhew 
a want of ſpirit. In that opinion he commanded them 
to march on, and forbidding them to follow him, he 
came galloping after me, and paſſing by the place 
where I had ſtopt, went five or fix hundred paces 
from his men. Iovertook himin an inſtant, and he 
turning toward me as ſoon as I drew near. Speak 
now (faid he) at liberty, and fince no body over- 
hears thee. tell me who thou art, and what thou haſt 
to communicate to me for theKings ſervice.I thought 
I might fatisfie part of his demand, by letting him ſee 
my face; and for that purpoſe thruſting up my bea- 
ver of my cask,I am Arſaces(anſwer*d Ijand by that 
name alone thou mayeſt learn all I have to fay to 
thee. 

Arſacomes was ſo ſurpriſedat theſe words, andat 
the unexpected ſight ofmy face, (that for all he had a 
great deal of courage) he chang'd colour,& appea' d 
as unmoveableas a ſtatue. I would not take advan- 
tage of his amazement, hut to give im leiſure to re- 
coverit: Cometothy ſelf again Arſacomes, (ſaid I) 
and know him, whom neither the King of Scythza's 
ingratitude,nor thine,hath been able to ruin, I live {til 
in ſpight of his ordeis,and in ſpightofthine;and I live 
to diſpute Berenice with thee. Endeavour to defend 
thy pretenſions with thy life, and make thy ſelf wor- 
thy by that ation, of what neither thy birth nor thy 
ſervices have been ableto merit. Thou canſt never 
hope to poſſeſs her quietly while Arſaces is alive, 
and thou oughteſt to diſpatch him out of the world if 
thou wilt free thy ſelf * more fortunate Rival, and 
of an irrecqgieileable enemy. My birth is now well 
enough known'to thee, to believe thou ſhalt not 
wrong thy dignity by this combate, nor is there ſo 
little honour to be gotten with Arſaces,but that thon 
mayeſt reckon this encounter as one of the moſt glo- 
rious of thy whole life. By theſe words [ ſtrove to 
draw him toa greater diſtance from his Troops, yet 
he would go but very little further, and having ſetled 
himſelf while I was ſpeaking,after he had look'd upon 
me with a more reſolute countenance than before. 
Yes (faid he) I am ready to diſpute Beren:ice with 
thee ; and fince thou haſt eſcap'd the juſtice of the 
King her father, I ſhall be glad to revenge his quarrel 
and make my ſword the inſtrument of that death 
which thou oughteſt to have ſuffer*d for the defence 
of thy Countrey. This cruell reproach to which I 
ſaw my ſelf unhappily expos'd, rais'd my anger to 
the higheſt pitch, and ſeeing that Arſacomes put his 
hand to the hilt of his ſword without moving any fur- 
ther, Idrew mine with all the haſte I could, and ma- 
king it glitter in his eyes, quickly ſhewed him that to 
vive memy death was not ſo eafie a matter as he i- 
magin'd. I believ'd I had not much time to ſatisfie 
revenge, and that I ſhould ſoon have part of the Ar- 
my upon me,wherefore, deſiring to ſhorten that com- 
bat with an extraordinary haſte, I flew at A4rſacomes 
with more fury than judgement, and with two fortu- 
nate blows gave him two wounds,one in the body,the 
_ otherintherightarm, which diſabled him to fight, 


With theſe words 
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and put him in ſuch diſorder, that ruſhing fiercel 
gainft him at the ſame time, Ithrew him heag| : 
out of his ſaddle upon the ground. Though the br 
of our combat had already made a good man , f 
thoſe that beheld it come running towards us [hy 
time enough to have ſlain 4r/acomes, if I had had x 
mind to it ; but how great Intereſt ſoever I had in 
his death, I was not able to give it him, being he wi 
no longer in a condition to defend himſelf, and ſec; 
ſome ofthe officers of the Army come thundring v 
me,[ advanc'd a litttefoward them, with a Purpoſe 
to make my ſelf known, and with a hope to mode. 


rate their reſentments by the ſight of my face.l foung 


more facility in it /than I expected, by the pry 
of Theodater.for no eee hadſ _ Padyrags, 
caſting off his helmet, and ſhewing them his bare 
head he made toward them with all poſſible ſpeed 
crying, O Cleoreſtes, O Leotaris, whither rp 
you? 'tis Arſaces your General], and your he 
friend, | 

The name of Arſaces often reiterated, flackned 
their ſpeed,and turning toward him that ſpoke: 1*,tey 
knew him to be Theodates to whom they borcapur. 
ticular reſpect and affection. They were ſciz'd with 
a marvellous aſtoniſhment, when I coming up tothen 
with my ſword inmy hand, and my head quiteur- 
arm'd, Do you come (cry'd I) dear friends, to take 
away the life of Ar/aces?if it beſo,l refuſe not death, 
nor c:n I receive it from more welcome hands, than 
thoſe of my ancient friends,and of my valiant comps. 
nitons. Theſe words and the ſight of my face;ſtop 
them ſhortat firſt, and put them into a wonderfulir. 
reſolution ; but within a while after they made all 6- 
ther conſiderations yield to their affeion, and put- 
ing up their ſwords they came to me with an intent: 
- very different from that which before had drawn 
tnem. 

This accident had ſtaid the march of the Army, and 
all the Officers leaving their places, with part alſo of 


the ſouldiers, ran thronging to that ſpectacle; but 


the name of 4rſaces which ſpread from one to ano- 
ther through the wholeArmy,preſently {tilted alltheir 


_ reſentments,and wakening in them the remembrance 


of the ardent love they had born me, they ran all x 
bout me, to take my part againſt 4rſacomes hisfer 
vants, and particular friends. Cleoreſtes was the fil 
who finding the affeCtion of the ſouldiers, and incited 
to it by his own, got before all the reſt and cryed, 
Long live our General 4rſaces,and may his enemies 
periſh. Zeorars ſeconded him in his cries and in hs 
action,and immediately the name of Arſaces ecchoel 
through all the plain. I wasalmoſt overturn'd wit 
the croud of Officers, and ſouldiers, ſome askttoſee 
their General Ar/ſaces,and ſome preſſed to ſaluteme. 
I ſtretcht forth my hands and embrac'd them oned- 


ter another ; and calling them by their names, | ma F-) 


them ſee I had dearly preſerv'd their remembrance. 
By little and little I was encompaſſed by the whole 
Army,and was fain to goall about without my as, 
and to ſhew my ſelf to thoſe that were furtheſt of, 
who with loud cries demanded the ſight of their Gt- 
neral. Never was there any change of this nature 
ſo ſudden, nor ſo wonderful as that, and all thatm) 
moſt affectionate friends could have wiſht to m 
advantage, would not have come near to whit 
Fortune did for me in that Encounter. I 
ſame place where a few minutes - before | hit 
been alone againſt an Enemy that commanded a pv 
werfull Army, 1 ſaw my ſelf triumphant, _ 

| M 
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Book. 1 V. 
oy ſelt ador'd, and I ſaw my ſelf abſolute over twen- 
- thouſand men, whoſe arms and lives were atmy 
{evotion. Let Arſaces (cryed they confuſedly) rake 
the command of us again, and let him lead us over 
al the world to ſerve him, we'l obey no body but 
+ and his enemies ſhall be ours. Onely Ar ſa- 
comes ts friends and ſervants terrified with this altera- 
tion, too weak to ſhew how they reſented it, and 
rchance being in fear of their lives, offer'd not to 
come near me 3 but in all that confuſion [ was not 
forgetful of my Maſter, and being very confident 
he was not dead, I prayed Cleoreſtes if they had not 
Jone it already, that he would cauſe him to be ta- 
ken from the place where he was, ard make as 
areful endeavours be uſed for his recovery, as I 
could have deſir'd for my own. After I had given 
this order, I entreated thoſe that ſtood near, to at- 
ford me a little audience, and having obtained filence 
yith much adoe, I ſpoke to the principal Officers 
who came round about me, and to as many of the 
reſt as were within hearing. My dear and generous 
friends, ( ſaid 1) you by whom alone the name of 
frſaces has gain'd all the honour it can boaſt of, 
you by whom I am now alive, and briefly, youto 
whom with my glory, and with my life, I owe all, 
and will acknowledge all; I ſhould be unworthy of 
this affection which is my chiefe{t' happineſs, if I 
could abuſe it, and if I ſhould make uſe of your 
poodneſs for the defence of an unjuſt quarrel, and a 
quarrel wherein you your ſelves had not ſome inte- 
reſt, That which you had done for the King of Scy- 
tha, and that which I had done for him with your 
efitance, was not ſo inconſiderable, that inſtead of 
recompences he ſhould give us ſhackles, he ſhould 
give us puniſhments; and that after having unwor- 
thily wrong'd your General in his perſon and in 
his reputation , after having made him Janguiſh 
na hard captivity, he ſhould ſend him executioners 
cruelly to tear away that life which he ſo often had 
rodigally hazarded for his, and for the defence of 
is dominions. ?Tis true, my birth had made me 
criminal in his opinion ; and if your thoughts are not 
more generous then his, it will likewiſe make.me ſo 
in yours; but though I thould endanger this life 
which Thold from you, I can no longer be able to 
diſemble the truth, and into what neceſſity ſoever [ 
can be reduc'd, I never will require ſcrvices from 
perſons to whom I am not known. It istrue, my 
friends, if youcan beſo after my declaration I make 
toyou, it is I heretofore was Artaxerxes the dear 
brother, and the faithful fricnd of your Prince Oro- 
ondates ; but Dariws's ſon, and Mathers his ene- 
my; you are not ignorant what my family and I have 
done againſt you ; but if you have found, that in 
t I have done for this Kingdom at the head of 


7Jou, I have preſerv'd the hatred ofan enemy, I ſhall 


dot think it ſtrange if you follow the example of your 
King; and if according to the intention he had todo 
b, you take away a life which you have newly gi- 
ven me, hor had I kept it hitherto but in hope to re- 


tover by your aſſiſtance, part of that honour, and 


part of that Empire which I loſt while I was fighting 


here for yours ; but Pm onely to blame to ſay I kept | 


my life only for that, no my valiant fellow Soldiers, 
| kept it alſo for Berenice; and if my being in this 
Countrey has been any way advantageous to the 
Scythians, they owe it to the love I bear their Prin- 
ceſs, Iferv'd her in ſerving you, ſhe has been 
pleas'd toapprove my ſervices, and | thought had 


\ 
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rather merited her, then that ignominious death the 
King would give me; but while he ſends me poiſon, 
and preſents me with a dagger to be my own Execu- 
tioner,he alſo takes Berenice from me to beſtow her 
upon Arſacomes, and *tis by that way alone he de. 
prives me of alite which Idefendedin ſpite of all his 
Jaylours, and his Hangmen. He in favour of that 
favourite, cruelly forces the inclinations, and unna- 
turally impriſons the perſon of that Princeſs, as he 
not long ago did the perſon of your Prince, and by 
that violence has driven the miſerable Arſaces, ei- 
ther to find a death in the midft of all your ſwords, 
or to kill Ar/acomes atthe head of all his Troops, and 
to demand of thoſe very-Troops the happineſs which 
his enemies unjuſtly would rob him of. Behold, 
dear friends, what I ought to fear, and what I 
ought to hope for from you; if you will have me live 
as Arſaces, Idemand Berenice of.you; and if you 
will have me dye as Arraxerxes, I freely offer you 
my breaſt, and d:fire not to conſerve that life a- - 
gainſt your wills, for which I muſt confeſs my ſelf 
indebted to you. Thad not made an end of theſe 
words, when there aroſe a confuſed noiſe amongſt the 
Souldiers, which at firſt might have been enough 
to beget fear ina perſon that had been much in love 
with his life, but I had not the leaſure to be ftrucken 
with it, ſor I preſently underſtood the reſolution of 
all that multirude, The recital of this adventure is 
indeed ſhameful to the King of Scythia, ſince among 
ſo many thouſand men, of mean and obſcure birth, 
there were none whoſe tLoughts were not more full 
of gratitude then his, and whoſe knowledge of my 
real quality was able to blot out the remembrance 
of the obligations they believ'd they had to me. Let 
him be Arſaces, (cry'd they) or lct him be Artax- 
erxes, he is ſtill our General, heis the friend, he is 
the brother of our great Prince, we have no more 
warre now againit the Perſians, and we are ſomuch 
the more oblig'd to Prince Arraxerxes, if for all he 


isa Perſian, he has given us ſuch teſtimonies of af- 
ſection, as wenever receiv'd from any of our own 
Countrey-men. Let him lead us (ſaid they preſent- 
ly after)whither his intereſts call him, Ict him lead us - 
tothe conqueſt of Berenice, and to the revenge of 
thoſe high wrongs he has recciv'd, wee'l ſerve him 
without any diitinftion of enemies, and will never 
putany difference between his and ours. Theſe words 
and many others that were to the ſame ſenſe were 
often repeated through the whole Camp, and by a 
thouſand reſounding cryes, anda thouſand extraor- 
dinary actions, all the Commanders, and all the 
Souldiers, teſtified that they long'd for nothing fo 
earneſtly as the occaſion of going to fight for my 
quarrel. 

I cannot but acknowledge that I felt an ex- 
ceſſive joy at ſo favourable an event : Icould not 
keep my ſelf from having great reſentments againſt 
the King, who after his unworthy uſage of me, and 
the cruel deſign he had ſhew'd to take away my life 
in an ignomintous manner,had ſet my Headata price, 
and ran to all the extremies againſt me,that are wont 
to be uſed againſt the baſeſt malcfaCtors, and againſt 
the greateſt traytors to a Kingdom. This remem- 
brance thruſt me upon the defign of —— my 
ſelfagainit him with his own arms, and of making 
him know that a Prince diſpoſleſs'd of hisDominions, 
was not yet ſo weak,nor ſo forſaken;but that he could 
inthe heart of hisTerritories,deftroy that peace which 
My love joyn'd it ſelf tomy. 


| he himſelf had ſettled. 


Nnn2 1tt-. 


_ 


anger witha more abſolute power, and my deſire of 
revenge was nothing near fo ſtrong, as that of ob- 
taining Berenice, 1 was deſirous therefore for the ſa- 
tisfa&tion of both, to make uſe of the happineſs that 
offered it ſelf to me, and thought I ought not to neg- 
lect a ſortine, which I ſhould never recover again 
while Lliv'd, if 1 ſhould ſuffer it to eſcape ; with this 
intent ſhewing a more chearful countenance to the 
Commanders and Souldicrs then before, Generous 
friends (faid 1) I know not how to oppoſethe effects 


| of your goodneſs, nor refuſe the advantageous offers 


you make me , ſince you defire it, I entitle you to 
my intereſts.and with a confidence like that of yours, 
I put my life and fortune into your hands ; I hence- 
forth will acknowledge nothing but from you, and 
fince you are pleaſe: I ſhould again take up the hon- 
our | had heretofore amongſt you, I obey, with a 
proteſtation that Inever will abuſe it while live, and 
thit demanding nothing of you but a Miſtreſs, I will 
alwayes own you for my Matters and for my Pro- 
tectors, | 

After theſe words, I rode about evcry where a- 
monzſt them, and as I receiv'd the Oath which the 
Ofkcers voluntarily mace to me, I cmbraced them, 
an? alot all the Souldiers after them. This cere- 
mony bein ended | fell into great expreſſions of 
kindneſs to lr eſtes, Leotaris, and the reit of my 
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particular friends,” and Theodares who was ertream- ' 


ly belov'd and much conſidered amongit them, re- 
ccivd a thouſand civilities from them, and a thou- 
ſand praiſes for the affection he had ſhew'd to me, 


we encamp'd that day in that very place, and that f1- | 


tuation appear'd very commodious for a {tay ofthree 
or four dayes, which was not unneceſſary, to celibe- 
rate about the managing of my affairs. In the m2an 
time Arſacomes was in his Tent, attenced as if he 
had been in his better fortune; his wounds were 
found to be neither great nor dangerous and the Chi- 
rurgeons promis'd his cure in a few dayes ; he want- 
ed nothing but liberty, which in that condition would 
have been uſeleſs to him, and my friends knowins 
how highly it concerned me to keep him faſt, had ta- 
ken care to ſet guards upon him. They judg'd with 
reaſon that | could not aſſure my ſelf of Be-exzce, but 
by keeping Arſacomes, and that aslong as he was in 
my power,the King could not force Perexice to mar. 
ry him. Within a few dayes,though he was not ab- 
ſolutely cured, yet was he able to endure a litter,and 
I heard by thoſe that waited on him, that his captivi- 
ty was his moſt ſenſible diſcontent. How great in- 
tereſt ſoever I had to keep him, I ſcorn'd to make 
uſe of that advantage which held from fortune, and 
ſince he had eſcaped my ſword, I believ'd my ſelf ob- 
lig'd in honour, toreltore him a liberty, which he 
had loſt onely by the defection of hisarmy. Tothis 
conſideration I added that if he was generous ; he 
would remember my carriage toward him, and that 
as I had not abus'd his captivity to concern Bererzce, 
ſo neither would he perhaps abuſe his liberty to take 
her fromme. All my friends, and Theodates him- 
ſelf oppos'd my intention, and judg'd it contrary to 
all the Law's of prudence; but they were not able to 
ſhake my reſolution, and after having pray'd them 
to give me leave in this encounter which concern'd no 
body but my ſelf, to make uſe of the power they 
had given me, I went to Arſacomes, whom I had not 
ſeen ſince he was wounded. 
Although the power I had over him, fifled all my 
anger, I could not fee him without being mov'd, and 


—— 
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| Tobſerv'd he changed colour at my coming in; þ 

not deſiring any long converſation with him, I; k 
ly told him the cauſe of my viſit, and took _ * 
thoſe apprehenſions he might have had, aſd 
(fatd I) I come not hither to reproach you with th 
injuries you have done me, I endeavour'd to reven 
them by a way which you have eſcaped,and all oth 
were too diſhonourable for me to uſe. I will - 
take any advantage againſt you, by what the _ 
hath done in favour of me, and when youare wel 
nough to endure a journey, you ſhall be free, tg : 
away at your own time.I know I give my ſelf dex 
n giving you liberty,and that you will makeno othe 
uſe of it then to deprive me of that Princeſs, who is 
the cauſe of all our differences ; but that knowledgs 
isnot able to alt:r my defign : go ſee Bererice 5 ky 
when you pleaſe, bat remember that a generous may 
ought to win her affection rather by his ſervices,then 
by her fathers authority, and that the recompenſe 
you owe to what Inow do for you, is not to ſuffer 
Berenzreto beforc'd. 

Arſ.:comes was going to reply, but I hearken 
not to his anſwer, not defiring to hold any long dif. 
courſe with him, wherefore going out of his tent, 
commanded the Souldiers that guarded him, tore 
tire, He without any further delay, made uſe of 
the favour I had done him, and the next morning cay- 
ling himſelf to be put into a litter, which Prince 0. 
roondates had left atthe army, and which he had ug4 
during the cure of thoſe wounds he had received in 
the Battel, he went on his way toward 7/edo#, hut 
wert full of threat, and full of reſentmcnt, not of 
the favorr, but of the injury he had received from 
me. 

iftar'da fewdaycs 2fter his departure upon the 


| banks ofthe River {7yparzs, not being willing to fly 


to extremities againit the father of Berexice, and 0. 
ro0ndates, without having well deliberated the mat- 
ter, and Without having us'd all the caution that 
might free me irom blame in the opinions of my Prin- 
ceſs, and of my friends. For this purpoſe, retard- 
m3 the motion of the army, and making but very 
ſhort marches toward /ſ/edon, b=fore I engaged my 


ſeliina war to which I was inſtigated by my love, | 


defired to let the King ſee I was Maſter of my re- 
ſentments,how juft ſoever they were, and therefore 


diſpatched away a meſſenger with a letter to him, the | 


words whereof were theſe. 


Arſaces to the King of 
Scythia. 


I Will not put you in mind, Sir, what 1 
have done for you, and what you have dont 
againſk me. It ſuffices that you rememi! 
you are beholding to me for your life, and fat 
the ſecurity of your Kinodome 5 and tat fot 
my recompence gon hve ſent ine a dung ard 
a draught of poifon 5 you have proſecuted we 
as the baſjeſt of all a:alefaftors, aud fet my 
head at a price, as tiat of a traptor, and of 
an infamons perſon * this uſace muſt needs 
be very ſenſible to a Prince, wheſe quaity : 

| z0 
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to cpa from the Father of Bere- 
nice, 47d Oroondates, ard if yet you ſtop the 
evrſe of. your crnelties, I will lay down the 
athority I have found in the place where I 
mely ſought for SanFuary againſt your per- 
rations. T demand no jatisfa&ion for the 
prongs you have done me, and though perhay 
7 amt in a condition toright my ſelf, T will 
forget them all, as you have forgot my ſer- 
vices, provided you rementber that tie Prin- 
eſs Berenice is your Danger, and th it yort 
farce not her inclinations, it favour of a 
mn, whom if T would, 1 could have made to 
ſe bis pretenſſons with his life. She is of 


ſje, and mine is not ſy deſpicable as to 
mike her bluſh for hrwoing preſerr d me before 
Arﬀacomes. Perchance you may have ſom? 
confederation of it, and if all generoſity be not 
wtterly extin Miſh d in the heart of a King, 
you will reazeroer, IT amt {till that fume Arſa- 

bo bas lo% your friendſhip onely by bis 
CES, Wi)! ot « of 5 ; ”, p wp ils E ; s fs. 
misfortune, but who gain 'd it by his blood and 


by bis ſervices. 


ThemanlI ſent to the King with this letter, arriv'd 
# Iſedon two dayes after Arſ/acomes, and found the 
King in troubles, and in paſſions which it would be 
impoſſible to deſcribe. He partly ſhew'd them by his 
uae of my meſſenger, whom he cauſed to be hang'd 
25 ſoon as he had read my letter. And not doubting 
but this laſt oftence, and his cruel obſtinacy, would 
utterly take away that remainder of reſpect I yet 
bore toward him, he gave order to raife men, and 
endeavaur'd to gather ſuch forces as might enable 
him to defend himſelf, He had receiv d Ar/:comes 
25 his ſon, and after having comforted him for the 
diſgrace he had receiv'd,” by all the ſweeteſt hopes 


 kecould poſſiby give him, he had preſented him to 


the Princeſs as her husband, and had given her no 


longer time to reſolve upon that marriage then till he 


vere perfectly recovered of his wounds which they 
hop'd he would be within a very few dayes. Let not 
thy Arraxerxes think ( ſaid he to her) to terrifie me 
by the infidelity of my ſubjects, the traytors that 
ferve him ſhall periſh with'him, and thou ſhalt ſee his 
fetruction,as he ſhall ſee thy marriage. The ſorrow- 
ful Princeſs anſwered thoſe threatnings onely with her 
tears, and when ſhe was forced to reply. Itnot my 
defire, ( ſaid ſhe ) that Arſaces ſhould return in 
arms, to take ſatisfaction for the injuries you have 
done him; and though I ſhould be freed by thoſe 


| Wayes,I know well enough what | owe to you,never 


togive my ſelf to him without your conſent, but it 
ſhallnever be with mine that Ar/zcomes ſhall be my 
husband, nor can you give me to him, without giv- 
ngme to my grave. Youare unworthy, ( replycd 
the King) I fay you are unworthy of his conitancy 
toward you, and if he were not blinded with affect 
Mm, forall you are a Kings Daughter, he would de- 
ſpiſe you for your indiſcrect, and ob{inate fondneſs 
of his rival, If he were-generon3 himſelf ( added the 
Princeſs ) he would remember the favour he received 

om his enemy, and would conſider that it 4r/aces 
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riour to your own, but it is ſupport- | hisvertue, had not carried it about his intereſts, and 
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above his anger, he would have facrificed a life fo fa- 
«tal to his own, and a life which he before had fav'd, 
She uſed almolt the fame diſcourſes to Arſacomes. 
when he went aboutto entertain her with his paſſion, 
and as confident as he was, ſhe ſometimes made him 
bluſh with reproach. In the mean time I was igno- 
rant of my Meffengers deſtiny, and had advanced but 
little toward the Town looking for his return, but I 
expected it in vain, and heard no news of him but in 
the manner | amgoins to tell you. 
Having put my life into the hands of the Scythians, 
I took but li:tle care what guard was kept about my 
perſon, but they all of them took a great deal, and 
with an extream aftection teſtified how much they 
were concern'd inthe ſafety of it : yet one night when 
we were encamped by a wood fide, ſome five or 600 
furlongs from the River Hypanis, the Soldiers that 
were upon the watch, did not ſo well perform what 
their Officers had given them in charge, but thata 
little before day, two men cutting the backſide of my 
tent, and cafily making a hole wide enough to afford 
them paſſage, came without difficulty into my cham- 
ber : by good chance, I was wont while I lay in the 
held, to have candles always burning by me, and 
'rwas by their light that thoſe fellows having obſerv'd 
all the parts of my chamber drew near to my bedfſile 
to execute their reſolution, They were beginnins to 
pu'l open my curtains, when by ſome noiſe they 
m.de in thataction, I awaken'd ina ſtart, and pre- 
ſently looking about, I ſpied thoſe two men with 
their ſwords in their hands, in a po{ture which made 
me ſufficiently know their wicked deſign, A ſudden 
cry I gave at fight of thoſe villains, frighted them ſo, 
that | had leaſure to leap out of bed, yet ſeeing me 
without armes they recovered courage, and went to 
prolecute their intent of taking away my life ; butE 
was already gotten on the far fide of a table, which 
ſav'd me from their firit blowes, and had catch'd up 
a ſword, wherewith I thought I ſhould be able to 
diſpute my liſe ag:injt them; nor was I deceiv'd in 
my belief, for with the fir{t thru't I made, I ran it up 
to the hilts in the breaſt of him that was nextme, and 
141d him dead at the fect of his companion. The 0- 
ther was ſo terrified at that execution, that he loſt 
heart, and ſeeins the hole he came in at, endeavour'd 
to have ſav'd himſelf by flight, but I oppoſed his 
paſſage, and preſenting him the point of my ſword, 
itay, miſcreant ( ſaid I ) ſtay, and fince thou. haſt 
dard to venture upon ſo great a deſign, ſee if thou 
beelt able to make an end of it. The cowardly 
wretch was quite daunted at theſe words, and throw- 
ins down his Sword, fell upon his knees before me. 
Ah ! Sir ( ſaid he ) if you be that great, that generous 
Arſaces, who can pardon as well as conquer, give 
me my life. Thou ſhalt have it, ( ſaidI ) though 
thou halt not deferv'd it, but tell me . I was 
going to proceed, when thoſe that lay near my cham- 
ber, being weaken'd with that noife, cam? running 
in one after another, and finding me with my ſword 
in my hand, a man upon his knees betors me, and 
another breathins out his life with his blood, which 
ran all abou: the floor ; they fell into a great adimirati- 
on - in{tant!y they drew tacir ſwords, but I command- 
ed them not to {ir, and having told them the truth of 
that adventure in a few: words, I examined the fellow 
in their preſence, he was ſo frighted that he was hard- 
ty able to open his mouth, but after I had hearten'd 
him a little, by the promiſe of his life, which i often 
| rC- 
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repeated. Sir (aid he) Ithink the cauſe of this at- 
tempt is not unknown to you;theKing ſent us to have 
kjll'd you, and beſides the five hundred talents he 
had offered to whoſoever ſhould bring your head, he 
sain'd us by particular promiſes of an exceſſive re- 


compence. Fas 
* Oroonaates could not ſuffer Arſaces to continue his 
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diſcourſe, without trembling for horrour, 


worthineſs of the King his father, in very reſent; 


words, which he would not haveput anendt» of2 


ſo to hig 
80 ON with 


Sreat while, if Ar/aces who deſired to do 
long narration, had not taken him off to 
it on this manner, 


The Endof the Fourth Book. 
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Kings cruelty , but employ that goodneſs 
which makes you fall thus into paſſion againit 
him, to pardon the things my reſentment 
made me undertake ; which certainly, how much 


B not afflicted Brother, at my recital of the 


ſoever I was concern'd, and what indignities ſoever | 


I had ſuffered, I ſhould never have been overcome to 
do apap a King that had given you your Birth, if 
by all his ations he had not intereſted you as the 


moſt odious of all his enemies, and had not endea- - 


voured to blot out all the characters of that reſpect, 
_ your friends would have paid him for your 
ſake. 
| Theattempt of this aſſaſſinate taught me nothing 
that I know not, or at leaſt doubted not before ; but 
it made the hair ſtand an end of all that heard it, 
whoſe number was ſo enereaſed, that they already 
fill'd my chamber. Theodates who lay in another 
hard by mine, was one of the firſt that came running 
thither, and after him, the noiſe of this adventure 
had drawn the principal Officers of the Army, All 
began highly to abhorre the Kings proceedings, to 
term him cruel and ingrateful, and the wayes he 
took, unworthy of a King, and unworthy of the 
old down right ſimplicity of the Scythians. Aﬀer 
that the tumult was appeaſed, I queſtioned the man, 
and asked him particular news concerning the King, 
Berenice, Arſacomes, and the Meſſenger I had ſent. 
He told mehow my meſſenger had been hang 'd, the 
things I have already related to you of Arſ/acomes 
and Berenice, and the Kings final reſolution to force 
her to that Marriage, as ſoon as Ar/acomes was 


quite recovered, I was muchamore ſenſible ofthis | 


— 


| 


| 


news, thenI had beenof thedeſigns they hadagzinſt 
my life, and I reſolved to oppoſe that violence, with 
all the powers fortune had put into my hand, andin 
this determination turning toward my friends. My 
dear Companions, ( faidI) the King makes uſe of 
all things for my deſtruction, and fo he may but 
ruine me, he thinks not ſcorn to give himſelf overts 
all the moſt ſhameful wayes that can be imagined; 
trulyT cannot but bluſh for him, remembring hoy 
p-ſſionately I have honoured him, and remembring 
that he is the father of my Princeſs, and of my 
friend. In conſideration of that remembrance 
would paſs over all the injuries he does me, if his 
cruelties were directed to me alone, and perchance 
I ſhould be maſter enough of my anger, but I cannot 
be fo of my Love. I forgive the King all the at 
tempts he has made againſt my life : but if I may be 
aſſured of your good wills to the utmoſt , I willnot 
ſufter him to execute the reſolution he has takents 
ſacrifice Berenice to the hatred he bears me, and 
(contrary to all divine and humane Lawes,) to force 
a free-born Princeſs, and a Princeſs conſiderable: 
nough to be ſecure from all manner of violence. 
We'l ſerve you, (replyed thoſe gencrous friends) 
what deſign ſoever you can have, and except Orom- 
aares our natural Prince, we will acknowledgeno 
body when your interciis come in queſtion. Car!) 
the King this news, (faid Iturning towsrds that fel 
low) and tell him he ſhall ſhortly have a gallanter 
way to kill me, then this he employcd youin. He 


ſhall ſee me before his walls, at the head of this ſame 
army, wherewith I conquered his enemies, andhe 
may procure my death by open warre, with leſsdi 


honour 
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' a dayes march of 1ſedoz ; what do I ſay within a 


Book. IV. 
ar then by the hands of Murtherers. Tell Arſ- 
ages that if | had pleaſed I could have hindered his 
riage, that I le have another encounter with him 

ir that life which he abuſes after having receiv'd it 
£om ME» and that ſo long as1 am in the world, he 
little reaſon to hope he ſhall poſſeſs Berenice;and 
thou art ſo happy as to ſee that Princeſs, and 
fhfu'l enough to diſcharge a. meſſage to her, ſay 
that the reſpect I owe her, cannot hinder me from 
oppoſing the tyranny of her father by the way of 
ms, and that a whole Army of valiant men will 
iſh with me for her quarrel, or reſtore her that 
lperty, whereof ſhe has been unworthily depriv'd. 
afrer theſe words, 1 ſent back that man, giving him 
i convoy to carry him ſafe a good way from the 
Camp, though all they that were with me, urg'd 
rery earneſtly to have him led to the Gallows, With- 
two or threc hours after, I made the Army dis-en- 
camp, and when I had told my friends my laſt in- 
tention, we marcht directly toward I/c4o7 without 
wnſdering any longer. We liv'd upon the Kings 
Countrey, juſt as we had done when we march'd 
there for his ſervice, and when the Townes that 
were in our way, ſent out towards us to learn what 
they ſhould fear, or what they ſhould hope, I de- 
cered that I was not their enemy, that I demanded 
nothing but free pafſige, and ſome ſmall ſubliſtance 
that my Souldiers might live, whom I had not means 
topay, and that if they would grant it me, I would 
uſe them as my friends, and as my Brothers, By 
this way we gain'd part of them, and all the open 
countrey, which being too weak to oppoſe us, choſe 
much rather to contribute toward the maintenance 
ofthe Army, than draw the power of it againſt it 
ſelf, *Twas by this order we ſubſiſted, and after we 
had furniſhed our ſelves with thoſe things that were 
moſt neceſſary for us, we profecuted our courſe, 
and arrived without any conſiderable obſtacle = 


dayesmarch ? rather within fight of the very walls ;3 
and certain Scouts whom the King had ſent out 
diſcover, and who hardly ſtayed for ours, no ſooner 
law themſelves charged, but they left the field, and 
ſought their ſafety. behind their ramparts. I in many 
occaſions had known the ſtrength of the King of 
Scythia, but at that time I admired at his weakneſs, 
and not conſidering that his choller having blinded 
him, had taken away the greateſt part of that care 
he onght to have had for his defence, I thought the 
Gods, whom his lat actions had exaſperated a- 
#nſt him, had contributed to his weakneſs, and had ' 
oppoſed the: leavying of his Troops, ſince he had 
none to form a body of an Army able to keep the 
beld againit us; and that he was conſtrain'd at our 
approach, to ſhut them up within his walls. True 
tis, that he was ſurprized by our ſudden coming, 
and thatin the little time we gave him, the Leavies 
be had ſent to make in the Provinces, could not be 
pot ready to do him ſervice. He thought neverthe- 
eſs/thathe might well enough ſtay for them, and 
tnatthe Town being ſtrengthened as it was with a 
grear r of Souldiers, might endure a fiege long 
enough to afford them leiſure to get on foot, and to 
advance to his relief, He alſo doubted whether I 
would adventure to beſiege him, and though. after 
the things I had done for his ſervice, he had no rea- 
lonto deſpiſe me, yet could he not fear a man over 
whom he had formerly had ſo great a power; a man 
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that commanded none but Troops compoſed of his | 
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own ſubjects, and a man that had no other found:- 
tion inthe world, than that of ſome revolted forces; 
or to ſay better, he knew that he had the better part 
of me in his cuſtody, and that being Maſter of Ze- 
renice, he had the power in his hand, to make mie 
ſtoop to what conditions ſoever he would impoſe. 
However it were, we without receiving any hinde- 
rance'encamp'd within fight of the City walls, and 
though, according to the uſual cuſtom, our Army 
was not ſtrong enough to undertake a ſiege of that 
importance in the heart of the Kingdom, I paſſed 0= 
ver that conſideration, and believ*d I might make uſe 
of thediſorder the King was in to labour for the li- 
berty of Beren:ce, 

The next day he made eight hundred horſe ally 
forth upon us, under the command of Prince Car- - 
thaſis his Brother, They broke through the firſt 


of ours very vigorouſly, and advanc'd with a great 


deal of courage toward the reſt, when 1 came in 
to their relief, with thoſe men that happen'd to be 
on horſeback with me, and our number encrealing 
in a little time, we gave them ſo ſmart a charge, 
that after a light reſiſtance, they turned their 
backs, and. their fear redoubling at the name of 
Arſaces, which our Souldiers repeated every mo- 
ment, they forſook their commander, with a 
very few that ſtuck to him, in the middle of one 
of our ſquadrons, where but for my arrivall he 
had been in a great deal of danger. Thoſe that 
had ſtay d with Prince Carthaſis, having often 
nam'd him, to move our men to ſome reſpect of 
his perſon, I caſt my eyes upon him as I came in; 
and having known him by ſeverall marks. Ico mr 
manded all thoſe that had encompaſled him to re- 
tire, and putting up the beaver of my Helmet, I 
made my ſelf known to the Prince, and drawing 
near to him with a countenance which had nothing 
init of an enemy: Ah! Sir, ( ſaid I )is it poſſible 
that you ſhould labour your ſelf for the ruine of A4r- 
faces who has ſo much honour'd you ? Carthaſis 
diſcover'd his face by my example, and looking up- 
on me with an action as obliging as mine; I never 
will labour ( anſwer'd he ) for the ruine of Prince 
Artaxerxes, but he Knows well enough that I 
cannot diſobey the Kings order , nor - refuſe the 
employments he gives me, with honour. I found 
that in ſpeaking thoſe words, he was fain to force 
himſelf before thoſe that were with him; and not 
being willing to render him ſuſpected by my endear- 
ments, I forbore them for the ſame conſideration. 
l am your Priſoner, (added he ) but I hope you 
will give me fair quarter, and my captivity will be 
ſupportable, being fallen into the hands of ſo gene- 
rous an enemy as the valiant Arſaces. You ſhall 
not onely be free, ( reply'd I } but you ſhall ever 
be maſter in all places where I have any power, 
and I would oppoſe your return, to entreat you to 
command here among us, if I did not know you 
would reject that offer, I will not engage you in 
a converſayzon that might make the King your Bro- 
ther jealous of you, but will content my ſelf with 
conducting you to your gates, to repay you a part 
of what 1 receiv'd of Prince Oroondares at our firſt 
encounter. Carthaſis would not have yielded to 
that civility, and even refuſed the liberty I offered 
him ; but he was not the ſtrongeſt amongſt us, and 
ſo was fain at laſt to ſubmit to the law we had 
impoſed. Although I was not ignorant of the par- 


ticular obligations I had to him, I thought fit onely- 
| | to 
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to make him judge by my aCtions that I was not in- 


_ grateful for them, and not to mention them before 
- thoſe that were with him, who perchance might have 
made reports of it, that would have been diſadvan- - 


tageous to him. Before we parted, after he had 
hearken'd attentively to the complaints I made to 
him of the King, 1 confeſle (ſaid he) you have moſt 
Juit occaſion to reſent his actions, and that he carries 
himſelf very ingratefully, and very cruelly toward 
you; but in fine, what is your intention, do you 
mean to uncrown Berenice's Father, and will you 
kill the Subjects, and poſſeſs your ſelf of thoſe Do- 
minions which ought to be the inheritance of Priace 
Orccndates ? No, (reply'd i) the intereſts of Bere- 
nice and Oroondates, {hall ever be inſeparable from 
mine own, and though 1 were cxcuſable cnough, yet 
I ſhould make my ſelf ſome reparation for the inju- 
ries I have received from a Prince who declares 
himſelf their enemy, and not their Father ; I have 
not the leait thought of ſuch a purpoſe, on the con- 
trary I much rather believe l ſecure theſe Dominions 
to Oroondates, which Arſacomes, and Stratonice 
would ſupplant him of, and in ſhort,my utmoſt reſo- 
lotion, is that of procurins Berenice's liberty. I 
onely demand that ſhe be not forc'd to take a hnsband 
unworthy of her, and to let you ſee this is no falſe 


pretence, wherewith I would cover my reſentments, 


Ple lay down my arms, if you'l but paſs your word 
for the King, that Berenice ſhall be free in her own 
intentions. 1 will not give you my word for any 
thing(anſwered the Prince) which I am not able to 
make good - but I promiſe youl will employ all the 
power I have with the King to work himto it, and 
that within three dayces Ile Ict yon know his finall 
determination. You dome a favour (ſaid I) which 
I durit not have demanded of you, and fince after 
the deſtiny of my laſt meſſenger, Ihad no way left 
me to learn the Kings reſolutions,l accept the offer 
your are pleaſed to make me, and conjure youto 
remember it. After ſome other words we parted, 
and having brought him within a bow-ſhoot of the 
gate, I retired to our tents. | 

The opinion of my moſt paſſionate friends, was, 
thatI ought no longer to ſpare the King, who la- 
boured for my del{truction ſo many wayes, and who, 
if I gave him the leiſure, would make ſome or other 
of tis enterpriſes take effect ; but I gave no ear to 
their advice, and reſfolv'd not to come to extremi- 
ties, till the extremity of my affaires. For this pur- 
poſe, I made our Troops ly itill,- and ſuffered them 
not to do any act of hoſtility againſt their countrey- 
men, protecting the goods, and houſes, which the 
inhabitants of 1/edon had without the Town, and 


not permitting the leaſt hurt to be done to any thing 


that belong'd to them. I alſo ſet forth manifeſts 
whereby I declar'd, that I was not their enemy, that 
it wasno intent to hurt them had made me take up 
arms,and that by all my actions I would let them ſee I 
had loſt nothing of that affeQion I had born them. that 
Ionly demanded of them the liberty of theirPrinceſs, 
and that | conjur'd them not to ſuffer the Daughter 
of their Soveraign, and the Siſter of Prince Oroonda- 
res to be forc'd for a man unworthy of her, anda 
man who in all the favour and authority he had en- 
joyed, had never given them any teſtimonies of af- 
fetion. 

\ To theſe words, I added many others atle to 
juſtife my intentions towards them, and to make 
ſome impreſſion in their minds, and in the mean time 
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I expected the performance of Prince C, 
promiſe, and begg'd earneſtly of the Go 
degree to appeaſe the Kings anger, and to giy 
ſome means to avoid thoſe misfortunes, where * 
his cruel obſtinacy was going to precipitate yg n 
three dayes within which the Prince had Promiſe 
I ſhould hear from him were already paſt, as 4 
part of the night that followed them ; and I be b 
complain of hishreach of word, when a little Th 
day they broughta may into my tent, who prefen 
ly made himſelf khown to me for one of his ſervans 
Carthaſis had taken care himſelf to get him oy 
the gates by his authority, for fear he ſhould th 
been ſearcht, and the letters taken which he hady 
bout him. As ſoon as he was come in he delivere 
them to me, and having open'd them with Sreat im- 
patiency, I read theſe words in the firſt. 


rthaſy 
ds in ſome 


Prince Carthaſis to Prince 
Arſaces. 


g I R, T have forgotten nothing that Im; 
unto your friendſhip, and to the remen. 
brance of your firſt and laſt obligations ; but 
my moſt ſenſible grief is, that IT have hud 
too littie credit with the King, as not tobe all; 
to ſhake the leaſt of his reſolutions ; all thu 
endeavour to diſſwade him from then, paſcin 
his opinion for his Enemies, and I wanted 
but very little of being put into that number, 
In fine, he will have Berenice marry Arſaco- 
mes, and though that Princeſs tells him, ſte 
ſhall meet her ſuncral in that Marriage, ſhe has 
no longer delay granted her than the remainder 
of this nigat, and the day following is deſtind 
wi thout fail for thoſe unjuſt and cruel Nujti- 
als; tis with an extream ſorrow T ſend yu 
ſuch unwelcome news; think of the means 
you have to prevent it, and never doubt of my 
frdelity, ſince you are too generous to deſire 
any proofs of it that are contrary to wer- 
tle. 


I was ſo exceedingly tranſported at the reading of 
this letter, that if I had not hop'd the other was from 
my Princeſs, I ſhould never have had the patienceto 
look upon it ; and ſcarce wasI able in the rage tht 
blinded me, to know her lovely Characters; yet 
did I caſt my eyes upon them, after I had kiſt them, 
and with inward motions that were altogether extta- 
ordinary ; I read theſe words. | 


The Princeſs Berenice to Prince 


Arſ, Aces. 


Tx hour of my death is near, my dear At 
laces, and to merrow znſt be the day of 
my 


TW - 


Book. V. 


wy Funeral. 7 
much to tell you this ill news, as to proteſt to 


iu, that I will perſevere to my very grave 1n 
? 


TI write theſe words, not ſo 


my fir reſolution. Take comfort in a m1 7 sfor- 
june you cannot divert, and be at leaſt aſſured, 
thet if Berenice cannot be yours, your ſhall ne- 
ger have the diſcontent to fee ber live with Ar- 


{zcoMes. 


Itis moſt ceftain that if my anger had not ſtrength- 
ned me, 1 ſhould have fallen into dangerous faintings 
itthe forrowful ——_ this Letter, and all the 
nſibleneſs 1 had ever ſhewed in my moſt cruel af- 
$ions, was a matter of nothing in compariſon of 
this laſt ; and indeed I had never bcen ſo near to my 
z{truction,nor had I ever had ſo great reaſon to fear 
py utmoſt misfortunes. They that ſaw me then, 
{id 1 was ſo chang'd that it was no; pe to know 
ne, and that I did actions ſo different from my or- 


 dinary carriage, as nothing but my rage alone, could 


hvemade excuſable. How- (cryed1 with a furious 
:&ion) ſhall I live, and ſhall Beremice be inthe arms 
of A-ſacomes ? ſhall I ſtand idle at the head of twen- 
thouſand men. while my life is ſacrific'd within 
theſe walls ; and briefly, ſhall I ſuffer my adored 
Princeſs tv be violently taken from me, and that un- 
worthy Rival to triumph over my happineſs; and o- 
yer my reputation? Ah ! no Arſacomes, thou ſhalt 
wtſo cally effect ſo high an enterpriſe, I can tear 
ary that life, for all theſe ramparts, which 1 could 
havetaken from thee at the head of thy Army; and 
tiisnuptial torch, ſhall withourToubt be that which 
multlight thee to thy burial. No, King of Scyrhza, 
thou ſhalt not have the ſatisfaRion,to have ſo cruelly 
made an end of the remnants of miſerable Darim:; 
andthat which thou haſt not been able to do by poi- 
ſon,by the weapons of thy guards, and by the ſwords 
e thy aſſaſſinates, ſhall not be executed by the vio- 
lence thou uſeſt againſt Berenice. No, my dear Prin- 
cs Ple not abandon you in the extremity you are 
brought to for happy Arſaces; I ſay happy, ſince 
they that think they labour for his ruine, labour for 
hisglory, and for his fortune ; and that the conitan- 
< you ſhew in his favour, is a thouſand times more 
dear to him, than all the miſchicfs which his enemies 
prepare him can beterrible, Fear nothing, vertu- 
ous Princeſs, while Arſaces is alive, and believe 
tiere are no 'walls ſo firong, as to keepa deſpe- 
ate lover from coming to you. While 1 was ſpeak- 
; ny words, my Tent fill'd with a good number 

my chiefelt friends, and of the principal Officers 
of the Army, whom deſire of hearing the news I had 
——=——__ that of the aMiction | expreſs'd,brought 

cr, 

Theſight of them comforted me very much, and 
ot being willing longer to deferre demanding the 
ſt effect of their good will. Now it is (faid 1 ) 
ny brave, and generous friends, that Arſaces chal- 

ges the accompliſhment of your promiſes; he 
4 but a minute more to live, unleſs his life be pro- 
lmg'd by your affitance. All that you have dcne 
for mehitherto, is but a preparative-to what Idefire 
«you to day ; and that which 1 deſire of you today 
vo ſuch infinite conſequence that if you will ſufſer 
me to caſt my ſelf at your feet and embrace your 

estoobtain it, you ſha!l ſee meabaſe my ſelf to 
manner of ſubmiſſions to work upon you. Be- 


CASSANDR 4. 


| hold, (faid I, ſhewing them the letters I had receiv- 


| 
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ed, which Theogares began to read aloud) behold 
to what eltate my affairs are reduc'd, and how much 
time I have left to make uſe of your friendſhip. You 
know I have deferr'd it as long as poſſibly 1 could, 
and that even contrary to your own counſel, I have 
conſerved a reſpect toward theKing ofScyrh;a,for the 
loſs whereof his cruclty would have diſpene'd with 
me ſufficiently. How all conſiderations are quench'd 
in the deſpair into which he has thrown me, and 
being no longer in a condition to have any of my 
own ſafety, I mutt at length caſt away all thoſe 
that have till now imprudently with held me. 1 
would have ſaid more if that company of generous 
men had ſuffered me, and if they had not interrupted 
me altogether, crying that I ſhould lead them whi- 
ther I would, and that I ſhould preſently declare 
what I intended, with a perfe&t afſurance that it 
ſhould be executed, or that they wouldal! periſh to 
the very laſt man. When I ſaw them in that cou- 
rageous reſolution ; My dear friends, \ ſaid I ) ſfinee 
you will have me uſe that tearm, to day I will aſſault 
this Town, not that I defire the ruine of it, or that 1 
would thed the blood of your countreymen, and of 


' a people to which I neither can nor will bear a hatred, 


but I will this day pull Berenice by meer force out of 
the hands of a cruel father, and of an unworthy huſ. 
band, to whom they have deſtin'd her. For this 
purpoſe, 1 my ſelf will fall on with three thouſand 
men, at this next gate, and having open'd our paſſ* 
age by the violence of our Ramms, 1 hope ſhall 
make my way to the Palace for the execution of my 
enterpriſe, To make it the more feiſable, you my 
gallant friends .muſt begin the ſtorm in three other 
places, which ſhall be afſign'd to three amonglt you. 
You ſhall advance with your Ramms, and preſent 
your ladders , but being I defire your affault ſhould 
onely ſerve to make a diverſion, and to draw the re- 
ſiſance thither, to the end I may find the more faci- 
lity on the other fide, you ſhall not need to proſecute 
your attempt more obſtinately than neceſſity will re- 
quire to amaze the enemy, not deſiring ( as I have 
told you ) to expoſe this City, where | have a great 
many very dear friends, to the utmoſt calamities and 
misfortunes which uſually accompany the taking of 
places by force, Go thereforc, if you pleaſe, to ' 
prepare, and put all things in the readineſs that will 
be needful for this deſign, but I conjure you let it be 
done with all the haſte that can be poſſible ; and ſince 
'tis upon it alone my life depends, as yon defire the 
Gods ſhould favour you, take ſome care for the 
ſafety of him, whom you have judg'd worthy of your 
friendſhip. 

Leotarss with two thouſand men ſhall attacquet"e 
Gate of the /ſedons, Cleoreſtes with a like number 
that of Serey, Mazentes that of Aſars, and Prince 
Theodates, if he pleaſe, ſhall tay at the head of 
our main body, which he ſhall draw up into Batralia, 
and keep in a readineſſe to reinforce * the aſſault | 
where there ſhall be need of his afſiftance. Although 
this reſolution proceeded from my deſpair, yet 
nevertheleſlc it was approv'd, and all theſe valiant 
men, ran to execute the or.!ers | had giventhem, with 
ſo much affeftion, that I conceiv'd a marvellous 
hope of the ſucceſs of my enterpriſe, 1 will not de- 
tain you longer in the recital of our preparations, 
nor with that of the thoughts wherewith I was then 
tormented; to be brict, within two hours after the Sun 
was up, all the engines for Battery were ready, 2nd 
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all the ſquadrons prepared to march againit the 
Town. They drew near to it in a galiant order, and 
Givided themſclves according to the quariers that 
were afſign'd them. They tht ſaw them appear from 
the top of the walls, trembled at that object, and che 
yg himſelt who was told of it, judg'd quickly he 
{bould have other employments that day thun tat of 
the marriage for which he had appointed 1t. The three 
Commanders having taken the wayes to ticir leve- 
ral places, fell on at the fir{t entrenchments 0: the 
Town, an though they found them guarded with 
ſome men.they aſlaulted them ſo vigoroully,that aiter 
a faint reſi;tance, . and a very {mall lofſe, they made 
themſelves maiters of them ; and coming up to tne 
moat began, atthe mercy of a ſhower of arrows that 
pour'd upon them, to cait in bavins, and to endea- 
vour to bil it up with an admirable reſolution. 

They had been fighting ve half an hour, and 
the greate!t part of the Garrifon was run to the de- 
fence of thoſe ports; when | at the head of my Batta- 
lion making thoſe that had the conduct of the engines 
to advance, ſer forwar.i with a wondrous coniidence 
drawn from the looks of thoſe tnat accompanted me, 
in which 1 read an unalterable reſolution to conquer, 
or elſe to dye for my intercits, I contrm'd them 1m 
that generous dcfign, by all the words my pafſion 
could put into my mouth an: finding them as for- 
ward as iny ſelf. we advancd toward the Gate, 114 
fathion that froze the fearful hearts of thoſe that 
were there rodefend it. I had choſen that Port az 
mot convewent for my defign, and though it was 
fortified with ſome works that were reaſon2bie 500d, 
it was yet the weakeit of any about the Town. be- 
cauſe of the exceſſive hardneſs of a Rock in that place, 
into which it was impoſſible ro cut a moat, Where- 
fore after being Vaiters of the out- works, onemigtt 
eaſily march on horſcback to the very gate, ttere 
being nothing to oppoſe the paſl ge of the Rains nor 
of the Cavalry I initantly ſurnmon'd the outworks by 
a Trumpet, and having let them know it was 47/4- 
ces that «Naulted them in perſon, my good fo: tune had 
made that name ſo terrible,that nothing but their fear 
of the King kept them in any manner of detence. But 
ſcarce had they ſeen me alight, with a goed part of 
my mcn, to advance with our ſwords towards their 
entrenchments, when aftcr having thot a {ew arrows, 
which hardly wounded any of our mcn, they retir- 
ed in diforder toward the Gate. There they made 
ſome ſlight reſiitance, but when they ſaw us get on 
horſeback again to fall upon them, and that intiead of 
making our Ramms advance, we prepar d our 
ſelves to break into the Town along with them, they 
quitted the Gates and having ſhut them, left us free 
acceſs, without any other hinderance then that of 
their arrows which play'd upon us from the top of 
the wall. 

They ſhot ſo great a number of them, that our ap- 
proach was very difticult, and dangcrous, but | 
gave order to our Archers to aim at thoſe that ap- 
pear'd upon the battlements, and at the ſame time 
covering out ſelves with our ſhields, we drove 
our Ramms very impetuouſly againit the Gate, A 
great many of our men fell in this aſſault, 1 had two 
horſes kill'd under me, and molt of thoſe that made 
the Ramms play(whereof divers were without arms) 
loſt. their lives in that ſervice, Yet thoſe that rc- 
main'd, perſiſted ſo firmly in their oftice, and I en- 
courag'd them fo well, keeping itill at the head of 
them, that in ſpight of all refiitance, they came up 
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to the Gates, Eatter'd them in pieces, ard one 

us as largea paſlage as we conld defire, Then Fon 
Set again on horſeback the fourth time, and iuſ | 
on with my ſword in my handir.to the middle oft n 
that defended the entrar.ce, in which action ws 
bravely feconced, that within a ſhort time, —_ 
my encmies bing flain, and tte reſt put to flj ye 
had free way into the ſtreets, and began w_ 

them with facility enough, Some Soulciers © 
were cither obſttate, or intercſſcd in Arſcconetl 
party, found their death in the point of our weapon 
but as {on as ever I believ'd my ſelf Maſter, 1þ 
1Irumpet commanced the inhabitants to retire G 
their houſes, promiſing they ſhould receive no hi 
cither in their goods or perſcns; and at the fame 
tline gave order from one to another through all th 
Squaaron tbat followed me, that none ſhou'd Carety 
kiil either Citizens or £outdicrs, except thoſe yh 
by their wilfull refiitance drew their death Upon 
themſclvcs, 

By this command I fav'd the lives of many thoy. 
ſinds, who would nave loft them in the fri fury of 
our Souluters; but yetth2 Town was ina general co, 
{ternation, an1 notwitiitandings all the endeavour 
that were uſed to beget an affurance in the inhahi. 
tants, tacre was no pollivility to kinder rhe* conv 
notte that was heard on ali ſides, nor the crycs ofthe 

vomen and ciudren, which refounded every where 

tn a very lamentable manner, The Kins who from 
one to another had keard that | was Maſter of the 
Town, liruicken with a mortal oricf. and fancyirs 
the miſchizf to be greater than it was, becauſe be 
was coniczous he had given me reaſon cnovgh tocat 
away all conſideration of him, had left thoſe place 
whither the noiſe of the firlt aflaults had erawy him, 
and beins follow d by 4r/acoms, Prince Corthaſ 
and many of kis men, had refolv'd to dyc fehting, 
and not ſurvive the ſhame, which a {tranger alone, 
and abandcned, made him ſufter in the middle of his 
[Dominions, 

\Whie he was coming toward me, I wasadvan- 
cedas fir as the Palace, where 1 kceard he hadif 
the trinceſs guarded, and having open'd my wi 
with my Sword, tiroveh them that jtrove to ſtopit. 
[l was gct at fait tothe gates thereof,and ſeeing them 
defended Ly a great number of Souldicrs, I flew in 
amongit thezn, and made my paſſ:ge free, bytie 
death of thoſe that would have kindred it. When 
once I had eatred the Court, I alighted, and having 
commanced as many of thoſe that were with me as| 
had need of, to do the bLke, I left the reit atthe 
Gate, with orders to {tay there till my returm, 
and went up the itzirs with my Sword in my hand, 
my arms beſmear'd with blood in many plac, 
ina poiture thit itruck fear into all that were mm} 


way. I met no ob{tacle till I came to the #rinceſſ 
Lodgings, where they the King had loft to guard 


her, hoping for ro parton from him if they ©: 
bandoned her, perfiited in a rcfiltance wich v3 
fatal ro them, and which made the proatett pat 
of them fill at the doors which they defended 
At lait that of my Princeſs chamber was of 
to me, and as ſoon as 1 had fet my foot withis 
it, I fawher in a corner of the room, 25 much alliigit 
cias if our deſign had been again} her very bit 
Frue it 1s that fuch a ſpectacle, ' the Geohr that had 
been at her chamber door, the blood whereof ranal 
about,and the ſight ofa great many dead, ard dying, 
was vp, all the crgines fr Battery were ready, a 
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equldiers, WEIC ſufficient to beget a fear in her, nei- 
ther did I think it any thing itrange, bur judging that 
Thad no time tO loſe in words, I onely ſaid, Madam, 
ag are free, nor ſhall this be the day that you ſhall 
oy Arſacomes. After theſe words (to which 
"ther receiv'd, nor expected any anſwer I took 
ter in MY arms fainting, and almoſt in a ſwound, 
and commanded C'r:ron tO do the like to Cyllenia; 
then going out 3 gain with that precious burthen, and 
longer finding any hinderance that could retard 
me, | went down into the Court, the ſame way that 
Tcame up. Inthe mean time the Princeſſes ſpirits 
were abſolutely gone, which I not perceiving, put 
terinto the arms of one of my men, while I got on 
trſe-back,and receiv d her from him again, without 
obſerving it ; ſo much was I tranſported in the condi- 
tion | then ſaw my ſelf, and ſo extremely taken up 
viththe thought of what I had yet to do, Scarce 
yas I out of the Palace gate, when I ſaw the King 
ming accompanied by Prince Carthaſts, Arſaco- 
ze and many others, but their number was lit- 
fleable to diſpute the victory againſt me. He had 
no ſooner known me, and fcen the Princeſs his 
Daughter in my arms, but advancing before all his 
en, after he had often call'd me Traytor,he darted 
zjavelin at me which he held in his right hand, and 
whica came W"1zZing over my ſhoulder. I treinbled 
for fear of Berenice ; but that was not able to make 
meloſ: the reſpect | bore to the Kings perſon, where- 
fore having given my men a command onely to de- 
fnd themſelves, and to make the retreat after me; 
King of Scythia ( cryed I ) I will neither have thy 
le, nor thy City, but leave thein both for my Prin- 
aſe, Arſacomes may live alſo, fince I cannot give 
tim his death without advantage, but he ſhall live 
without Berenice, Attheſe words, calling to thoſe 
o my party to open and give m- pallſage, I put on 


ny horſe in the mid'{t of them, covering my Prin- - 


ceſs with my ſhield, and crying to my men to fol- 
bw me, ſince I had gotten what I defired, Ire- 
turned tothe gate by which I came in, without any 
other difficulty, except the croud of my own 'Soul- 
diers. They all followed me out, and whether it 
vere that they were glad to receive the command 
ef ſparing their countreymen, or tiat really they 
bore that reſpect to me, I could not have wiſh'd 
amore exact obedience then they ſhew'd in that en- 
counter, 

I was out of the gates, and retiring toward our 
camp with a ſatisfaction which you may better ima- 
gine than I expreſs, when I perceiv'd that my Prin- 
&s was ina {wound. The knowledge thercof did 
extremely moderate my joy 3 and though I very 
will judg'd that it was but a faintneſs cauſed by 
her fear , out of which ſhe would eaſily come to 
herſelf again, and that thereby I gain'd the liber- 
ty to ſteal favours that had never been granted me, 
yet could I not ſee her in that condition, without 
llling intoa mortal ſorrow ; and Irode back tomy 
Tents with a countenance which did bur little teltifie 
the fortunate ſucceſs of my enterpriſe. Inthe mean 
line I had ſert to Leorarts., and the other Command- 
<5, to draw off from thcir aſſaults, and witrin a 
lttle while the Town was left free, and in the ſame 
Ondition it had been the day before. As ſoon as 
Iwas come into my Tent, and had laid my Princeſle 
Upon a bed, I caſt cold water often upon her face, 
ſent for Phyficians, and all perſons that were able to 
givcher any help, but their aſſiſtance was not neceſ- 
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ſary, for either the water or time brought her to her 
ſelf again. No ſooner did ſhe open her eyes, but 
ſhe ſaw me by her upon my knees, having my lips 
faſt cemented to one of her fair hands. Shelook'd a 
while about the chamber, and preſent'y after,having 
turn'd her eyes upon my face, upon Theogaates, and 
upon C'y/lenra who ſtood by her, ſhe knew the truth 
of that adventure; and ſitting up, after ſhe had pull*d 
away her hand from between mine, -Arſaces, (ſaid 
ſhe) what have you done? I have done what you 
have reaſon to expect from my affection (anſwered 
|) and I have drawn you out of the arms of that un- 
worthy husband they intended you. Yes (ſaid Be- 
_— but you have alſo pulld me out of my fa- 
thers. 

The Princeſs had no ſooner ſpoken theſe words, 
buta chilneſs ran through all my veins, and my a{to- 
niſhment was ſo great, that not being able to make a- 
ny reply, I onely fix'd my eyes upon her face. All 
they that were in the room obſerv'd my confuſion, 
and the Princeſs making uſe of my filence to proceed: 
Arſaces ( continued ſhe) ſince you have fatisfi'd. 
your Love, ſatisfic my Honour allo; I am not of- 
fended at-:your action, butif you have lov'd me, | 
beſeech you in the name of all the Gods, to reſtore 
me my liberty. If her firſt words had aſtoniſhed me, 
theſe lalt pierc'd my very heart, and giving me that 
ſenſe again, which her former ones had taken from 
me, they likewiſe gave me the ſtrength to expreſs it. 
How, Madam, (faid I) do you demand your liber- 
ty of me, and are not you free,are not you Sovereign 
amongit us, whereas before you were a Captive,and 
a Priſoner in that place from whence have delivered 
you? *Tis true (added the Princeſs) I wasa Cap- 
tive, and1 was unfortunate, but that captivity, and 
thoſe misfortunes, were better becoming, and more 
advantageous to Bererice, than this liberty you have 
re{tor'd her, or this Empire you have given her over 
you,and if you will have me make uſe of it,it ſhall on- 
ly be to conjure you to ſend me back to the King my 
father. : 

This diſcourſe abſolutely kilPd me, or at leaſt it 
left mea life much worſe than death it ſelf, and gave 
me a deſire to put an end to't before the eyes of that 
cruel Princeſs. What Madam, (reply'd I, quite 
tranſported ) wou!d you have me ſend you back to 
the King, and put you again into the power of that 
Arſacomes, to whom you had ſo great an averſion, 
and who this day ſhould have been your husband ? - 
has half a day becn-able to make ſo great a change in 
your mind, and do you now reject Ar/aces to pre- 
fer that Arſacomes, whom yelterday you hated 
worſe than death ? Arſaces, (anſwered the Princeſs, 
with a more rcſolute voice than before) never was 
more dear to me, and 4rſ/acomes never more odious 
than at this preſent ; and if you well remember the 
hopes[ have given,you cannot accuſe me of a change 
which neither halfa day, no nor my whole life ever 
made me capable of. I promiſed you I wou'd never 
love any body but your fclf, I promiſed you that I 
would marry death rather than Arfacomes, but I 
never made you hope, cither by my diſccurſes, or 
by my actions, that I would flye from my fathers 
arms to follow you, and that I would licence my 
ſelf in favour of you, to do ſhamefull ations, 
and ſuch as are unworthy of a Princeſs. 

I never demanded any proofs of your affection 
(interrupted I)which the ftricteſt ſeverity could con- 
demn; but what other remedy could 1 apply to fo 
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preſſing an extremity, and what means had you to 
avoid that misfortune, which you your ſelf had given 
menotice of ? Death, (replyed the Princeſs) which 
ſhall ever be leſſe cruel to me, thanthe ſhame you have 
prepared me; and though 1 gave you notice of my miu- 
fortune, 1 did not demand remedies of you which you 
could not grue me without ruining me. I onely 
proteſted to you that 1 would never be but yours, 
and that promiſe ſhall be inviolably performed. 

And which way do you keep that promiſe ( ſaid 

I quite tranſported) if you command me to re- 

ſtore you to Arſacomes ? You ſhall not reſtore me 

ro Arſacomes (added the Princeſs) but onely to the 

King my Father, whom my honour ſuffers me not to 
Forſcke without his conſent, and if the King grve me 
zo Arſacomes, 1 by my death can oppoſe bis tyranny 
without offending my reputation.Ah | Madam, (cry'd 
L,ſtepping back a little, and lifting up my hands, and 

eyesto Heaven) I had rather leave you to Ar/aco- 

mes, than leave you unto death; and if one of us 
muſt dye, *tis onely this forſaken Arſaces, this Ar- 
ſaces who no way but by dying, can juſtifie the co- 
wardiſe that will reflect upon him for quitting you 
to his Rival. Yes Madam, I am ready to give you 
the cruel proofs of my ſubmiſſion which you demand, 
and if you yet defire any others, you ſhall ſee me 
run to them with the ſame reſignation. Let's be gone 
from this place which is more odious to us both than 
the priſon from whence 1deliver'd you,let's be gone 
from this place, ſo fatal to your reputation ; and 
fince you find ſo much ſhame, and ſo much misfor- 
tune in the company of Arſaces, let's goagain to the 
King of Scythia, let's go and receive Arſacomes. I 
am ready to ſacrifice my intereſts, to ſacrifice my life 
to the glory of that Rival, that I may ſerve Berenice 
to the utmoſt, as ungrateful, and as much chang- 
edas ſheis; and it ſhall never be reproached to 
me, that either her ingratitude, or her change, dif- 
penſed me from the obedience I owe her. With 
theſe words I commanded a Chariot to be made rea- 
dy, but though my prief or rather my deſpair was 
viſible in my face, and that my Princeſs was deeply 
touch'd with it, yet was ſhe not ſhaken in her reſolu- 
tion; onely ſhe let me ſee by her tears, that it was 
not without ſorrow'ſhe parted from me, and having 
lookt upon me a while without ſpeaking, Tou are 
 agrateful your ſelf (aid ſhe) to accuſe her of inora- 
z1rude, and of change, who for all you are ſo preat, 
for all you are ſo worthy to be low'd, loves you better 
than ſhe ought,ſince ſhe loves you better than her quiet, 
and better than her life. The event perhaps will make 
my intentions better known to you than they are, and 
you without doubt will learn, that thoueh ] prefer 
my Duty before your Satisfaltion, [le preferre my 
Grave before any Man in the Word except Ar- 
ſaces. 

In another ſeaſon this diſcourſe would have been ſuf- 
ficient tocontent me, but in the preſſing extremity ] 
was then reduc'd to, there was little probability I 
could be ſatisfied with words; neither did 1 forbear 
to teſtifie enough by my aCtions how little effect 
they had wrought upon me, and how firme a con- 
ſancy foever I affected, to ſhew her to my lateſt 
end that I made no difficulty to obey her, I could 
nof be maſter of thoſe impetuous motions that drove 
me headlong into rage, and not beirg willing to 
fay any more to Berenice, that could make her be- 
lieve 1 waver'd in the execution of her commands, 
I turned toward T heodates, and thoſe Gallant men 
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that had ſeconded me ſo bravely. Ah! m 
rous companions, ( ſaid I with tears in Mine eyes 
how unprofitably have I employed your valoyr and 
how vainly have Iengaged you, to ſhed the } 
of your countrymen, and your own ! yoy ay 
your extraordinary generolity, have link'd*you 
ſelves to the intereſt of a poor ſtranger; You hay 
march'd chearfully againſt your King for the my 
bliſhment of my repoſe and of my fortune: y,, 
have ſeen the walls ofthe Metropolis of Scythia, M 
you have made your ſelves Maſters in a few, 
ments, of a City, the taking whereof by men ls 
valiant would have requir'd whole years,and brief 
by the effects ofa prodigious courage, you haves; 
ven me this Princeſs, for whoſe ſake alone I hadz. 
cepted your aſſiſtance ; but O Gods, how little] 
profit by all you have done for me. and how cry] 
how fatal will the fruit of your Victory be tone. 
Ah ! how much more hippy had I becnto havefyl 
len by the ſword of 4rſacomes. or to have loſt 
life before the gates of /ſcdc, than to pive it wp 
now to the inhumanity of Berenice ; 

WhileI was lamenting on this manner, and grey 
tears of compaſſion from all that heard me, I ſaw the 
Chariot coming which I had given order for, to © 
back the Princeſs. That ſight redoubled my affligi 
on, but ſtruggling with my utmoſt power to pet the 
Maſtery of it, in an occaſion wherein I ſtood in need 
of all my fortitude, Idrew near to Berenice, andof. 
fering her my hand with a forc'd conſtancy : Come 
Madam, (ſaid I) let's go back again to the King 
your Father;ſtay no longer here in the camp, and in 
the texif of his enemy 3 all things are ready for your 
— and ycu are as free as you can de 
Ire, 

Berenices tears which ſhe ſhed in great abundance, 
would not ſuffer her to reply, but onely taking my 
hand, which I had preſented her, ſhe went out of 
the Tent in ſuch a condition as made me know it was 
not without a great deal of reluctance ſhe gave her 
ſelf up to the ſevere precepts of her duty : when 
ſhe was potten into the Chariot, and Cy/lemia with 
her, ſhe itrove to break the flence ſhe o long 
had kept, and looking upon me with drowned 
eyes, You ſhall quickly know, ( faid ſhe) that 
without inhumanity you cannot accuſe me, and that 
the action you ſee me do, ought rather to dray pl: 
ty from you, than thoſe cruel reproaches you haie 
uſed, 

Farewel Artaxerxes (purſued ſhe, forcing het 
modeſty to embrace me) leave the care of my & 
ſtiny to me, and remember that if Berenzce livendt 
for you, ſhe will not live for her ſelf, Withthele 
words, after ſhe had expreſſly commanded me 1! 
toſtir out of my Tent, and to give her onely aſml 
Convoy to the City gate, ſhe turn'd her eyes fron 
me, and bidding the Charioteer drive away, &- 
parted, and carried with her all my joy, anda 
the hopes I had conceived, Theodates took tht 
care to conduct her, and following at a little d- 
ſtance, loſt not ſight of the Chariot till it entredinto 
the gates. | ; 

O Gods! in what a ſad condition did I remal 
after ſhe was gone, how full of ſorrow were m) 
words, my aQtions, and my thoughts; all my friend 
endeavour'd but in vain to comfort me, and when 
had endured their perſecutions a good while, pray 
them toward the evening to leave me alone, and": 
ving perſwaded them to it with much ado, 1 pb 


the 
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mouth, to call for thoſe that were neceſlary for the 


CASS A 
te ſinall remainder of that day, anJ the night follow- 
in torments that cannot poſſibly be conceiv'd.- All 
tat the conſideration ofthegreatelt miſeries can pro- 
4aceina heart, all the utmotlt cruelty, all the urmoſt 
violence that can enter in a mans thoughts, was 
-feneſs, and mildneſs in reſpect of what mine 
made me ſuffer. In the beginning they tended all to 
fury,and following the firſt motions of my anger,[ let 
my felf be impetuouſly carried away by my paſſions. 
hy do | complain, (fa:d I) why dol weakly ſhed 
tears like a Woman, fince [ have the force, ſince 
thave the courage of a man, and ſince I ſtill have 
armsin my hand, to make part of my miſeries fall 
hack upon the heads of my enemies * Let's no 
r deliberate upon a matter, which my juſt in- 
nation ought to have reſoly'd ; and ſince we muſt 
receffarily periſh, let us make whatſoever contri- 
hates to our ruine periſh with us. I have ſtill the 
{me forces, which this very day made me Maſter 
ofthis City, where my ingratefull Princeſſe, and my 
harbarous enemies are ſhut up, The valour of my 
companions is not coold fince moraing, and I have 
comrage enough my ſelf, to execute in this highelt 
pitch of deſpair, what I have executed once already 
inmy more- moderate reſentments; let's go there- 
fore, and employ both theirs and mine for my finall 
Revenge, and fince we muſt run to our grave, let 


ns make a ruined Palace, an4 a deſolate City our | 


monument ; Let us once more force our entrance in- 
tothe gates of this hated Town ; but let us uſe our 
nctory otherwiſe than we did before ; let's waſh 
the ſtreets of it with rivers of that blood, for which 
wehave unleſervedly been laviſh of our own ; let's 
arry a thouſand deaths, ( if it be capable to receive 
{many ) into the breaſt of unworthy and unthank- 
ful Arſacomes ; Let's ſacrifice that victim to ingrate- 
full Berenice, which is but too juſtly due unto my 
Love; and to ſatisfie our ſelf by a comp'eat revenge, 
in aſcaſon when all reſpect, and all paſs'd confidera- 
tions ought to be extinguiſhed in us, let us bury the 
King of Scyrhia, I ſay the King of Scyrhia himſelf, 
nthervines of his Capital City ; let us pour forth to 
our lawful anger the blood of that barbarous King, 
who by ſo many unworthy means, has ſought our 
&fruttion ; and if Berenzce be offended at that re- 
renge, let us make her ſatisfaction by employing 
our own hands to give her this life, which ſhe for 
trivial) ſcruples has ſo ungratefully abandoned ; 
kt's never ſtand conſidering in this defign, but run 
to execute it without deferring any longer. It is 
notnecefſary to ſtay till it be morning, the night is 
much more proper for the execution I intend; its 


gloomy horror is far more ſuitable to that of my af- } 


fited ſoul, and the darkneſs of it will ſerve to blind 
that pity which might perchance be cauſed by the 
Fi of diſmal. objects. In this impetuous torrent 
Which hurryed me away, I ſtarted up in my bed,fully 
perſwaded , and ſatisfied in the reſolution I had 
tiken; I had nothing in my mouth, and in my 
thoughts, but death, blood, fire, and all the moſt 
dreadfyll imaginations that can be fancied, and [ 
found ſome ſweetneſs, and ſome comfort in the ſatis- 
kftion I hop'd for. I was already opening my 


to diſſwade me from them by all the reaſons it could 
repreſent. By little and little, tenderneſſe ſtole in- 
to the place of anger, and I felt my ſelf mollified 
by reflections that were too powerfull to be oppoſ- 
ed. 

It is true, ( ſaid Ito my ſelf again) there isa ne- 
cefſity thou muſt dye, but thou muſt dyeas thou haſt 
lived, and not ſuffer thy death to caſt a ſcandall upon 
thy love, nor upon thy former actions. *Tis no- 
thing but thy life, and thine alone that's due to thy 


"ders I meant to give, when a more gentle ſpirit 
thanthat of revenge, crept inſenſibly into my- heart, 
ad moderated the violences of it with more ſucceſs 
alexpected. It firſt made me partly to abhor 
ethings I had reſolv'd on, and then it endeavour'd 


- misfortunes, and the Gods do juſtly demand it of 
thee, ſince thou haſt ſhamefully conſerved it aftet the 

loſs of all thy friends; the people of 1ſedon, this 
poor People in whom thou haſt found nothing bur 
affection toward thee, is innocent of thy miſeries, 
nor canſt thou ſacrifice it to thine indignation, with- 
out blaſting thy fame with cruelty and ingratitude. 
Ar ſacomes indeed is perhaps worthy of death, but 
thou oughteit to leave him a life, which thoiz haſt 
fav'd him more than once, to keep the glory of thy 
actions entireto the end of thine. The King of Scy- 
thia would deitroy thee, but he's the father of Bere- 
niceand Oroondares, and if the Gods had given thee 
a thouſand lives, thou oughtelt to loſe them all, ra- 
ther than attempt any thing againſt his. Rather ask 
pardon of thy Miſtris, and of thy friend, for the 
cruel thought thou haſt had againſt their father, and 
bluſh at that paricidial deſign, which renders thee 
the moſt criminall of all men living; No ( added I, 
withina while after ) 'tis not by violent wayes that 
thou muſt ſatisfie thy ſelf, Berenice diſapproves 
rhem, and I ought no moreto intereſt her, nor hers 
in the effects of my deſpair. Let's dye in fuch a 
faſhion as may be obliging to Berenice, and obliging 
to the King of Scythia; let's at the end of our life 
take up that reſpect again, which we ſeemed to have 
loſt, and let us order it ſo, that my Miſtris, and m 
friend, may in the laſt of my actions, find reparati- 
on for the diſcontents I have given their Father, This 
laſt thought drew me into a deſign that was more 
pleaſing to me thanall thoſe I before had fancied, and 
after having a little cxamin'd it, I fixt upon it fo 
firmly, that nothing was able to divert me. 

Theday beginning to appear, jult as I had ſettled 
my reſolution, I got out of bed, and calling for pa- 
per wrote theſe words, with an intent to make them 
be deliver'd to T heodates. 


Arſaces to T heodates 


y too dear, and too generoxs friend, 

one of the moſt ſenſible griefs that ac- 
company me to my grave, is that of parting 
with you for ever, after having engag'd you, 
and ſo many gallant men after you, in a par 
ty deſtruFive to your repoſe, and to your for- 
tunes; neither in the reaſons T bave here to 
aye, ſhoul4 T have ever refolu'd to forſake 
you, if I did not know that T leave you in a 
condition, wherein you are able to make an 
advantageons peace, both for your ſelf, aud 
for the reſt. The King of Scythia who de- 


mands nothing but the death of Arſaces, and 
whom the death of Arlaces ſhall have ſatisfied, 
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will grant you all the conditions you could 
ask, and ſo long as you have arms in your 
hands, you may make them your ſelves with all 


manner of advantage. Pardon me the troubles | 


whereinto the miſeries of my life have caſt you, 
obtain the ſame pardon for one of our faith- 
ful jriends, and lov? the memory of Arlaces, 
ſince if he Conld have livd, he Would have 
lived that he might have been alwayes yours. 


T left this letter upon my table, with a com- 
mand to one of my ſervants to give it to Theodates 
within two hours, and at the ſame time calling for 
my arms, and a horſe, I got upon him, not ſuffer- 
ing any. body to goalong with me, Leven refuſed 
the attendance of Cr:10, and Leotaris, wi:h many 
others. being come to the door of my tent while I 
was taking horſe, I oppoſed the offer they madeto 
accompany me, and entreated them ſo earneſtly, to 
afford my iorrow an hours ſolitarineſs, that not be- 
ing able to deny it they left me at liberty. I firſt 
took a little circuit to hinder them from knowing 
what way I went;and when 1 was out of their ſight,l 
turn'd toward the nearaſt gate of the City, I quick- 
ly heard the outmoit Corps de garde, and found foul- 
diers in thoſe places from whence I had driven them 
the day before. I deſired thoſe that bad me ſtand, 
(putting up the beaver of my head-piece but very 
little ) that they would carry me to the King, to 
whom I had a matter of conſequence to impart ; and 
they having lead me to the gates,thoſe that were ther 
upon-the- Guard, ſceing but a ſingle man, made no 
difficulty to let him in. 

Having ask'd the fir{t I met where the King was, 
he is at the Temple of Tell, ſaid they, where the 
greateſt part of the Court is aſſembled, and where 
the King intends this morning to celebrate the Mar- 
riage of the Princeſs with Ar/acomes. Scarce was 
able to forbear diſcovering my ſelf at this anfwer ; 
but my Helmet cover'd the alteration of my counte- 
nance, as it alſo diſguiſed my voice, nor was It 
thought ſtrange, that paſſing for a man who was 
come over from the party of 4rſaces, to give the 
King ſome intelligence, 1 ſhould keep my beaver 
down, and deſire to be unknown to every body but 
the King himſelf, to whoin they were leading me. 
I came to the gates of that fatal Temple, where my 
funeral was preparing; and though one would have 
thought, that in the condition the Town then was, 
The people ſhould rather have been manning the 
Walls, than in that Temple ; yet was the crowd ſo 
great there, that if they that carryed me had rot em- 
ployed the Kings authority, I ſhould hardly have 
Sottcn paſſage, The King had not been long come 
to the Temple, and he was gone thither ſo early, 
for fear his'intention ſhould be hindred by ſome new 
accident. Neither the reſpect I had ſhewn towards 
his perſon, and towards his Town -which I had quit- 
ted to him, after I had made my ſelf maſter of it, 
nor the laſt proof 1 had given him in ſending back the 
Princeſs, had been ſufficient to appeaſe him, or tv 
armhim againft the incitements of the Qucen, and 
Arſacomes, but knowing very well that Iwas ina 
condition to overthrow all his defigns, if he defer- 
red them any longer, he had a mind to haſten the on- 
ly revenge he was able to take of me, for fear 
I ſhould prevent him, and ſhould a ſecond time 
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deprive him of the means he had to effec it, x 
this purpoſe neglecting the defence of his Cir - 
truiiing itto the hands of others, he gave himb4 
ver wholly to his anger, and was much more ez ah 
fixt upon his deſire of puniſhing Ar/aces, thank Y 
that of protecting his- people, and conſerving hi 
Domintons. Allthe Princefles tears, and all berre 
{iſtance was but unprofitable ; ſhe had vainly bes. 
ged of the King for ſome delay, and that Prince 
bandon'd to his wrath,without giving ear to her ex. 
neſt prayers, had cauſed her to be put into his ca, 
riot, and had carried her himſelf to the Tem "Y 
whither Ar/2comes was gone before,with the Queen 
and al thoſe of his party. As ſoon as ever the 
Prieſt had appeared, the Princeſs caſting her ſelf x 
the Kings feet, had protelted that ſhe would rather 
dye there, than yield the conſent that was demang. 
edof her, ſhe had conjured him by a flood of tears 
to recede from his cruel determination, to havexe. 
gard unto the laſt effects of her reſpect, andduy 
which had made her forſake Arſaces, to put her {;l 
again into his hands; but her tears and prayers 
wereall to no purpoſe, and when once ſhe had found 
that nothing in the world was able to mollific him.ſhe 
had turned toward Arſ/acomes, who full of hopes 
permitted the King to preſs her in his favour, an! 
looking him with eyes enflamed with anger ; Think 
not wicked man, ( had ſhe ſaid ) that this authority 
which thou unwortnily abuſeſt, can ever be able to 
change my inclinations ; with what violence ſoever 
they are oppoſed, I will never look upon thee ago. 
ther than as my mortal enemy, and thou well may 
make me ſuffer death, but never make me to he. 
come thy wife. Arſacowes left the care of anſyer. 
ing theſe words unto the King, and he was going to 
do it with a ſharpeneſs that made all the company 
tremble for that poor Princeſs, when [ preſented my 
ſelf before him, and preventing the reply he was 
about to make: Stay(cred I to him)ſtay King of Scy- 
thia,and be not ſo haſty to diſpatch a ſacrifice, where- 
of Iam the principal victim. With theſe words[ 
made an end of opening my paſſage to him, andcalt 
ing my Helmet at his fect, diſcover'd the face of 
Arſacesto him, and tothe whole aſſembly. I knoy 
not whether fear or amazement ſeiz'd firit uponthe 
King ; the remembrance of the day before,coming 
preſently into his mind, made him belicve | hader- 
tred the Town again in Armes, and that having forcd 
the gates a ſecond time, I came now ar the laſt to 
crols his deſign, and take revenge for allthe injuries 
I had received, 

I read his apprehenſion in his contcnarce, butl 
ſuflered him not long to continue init, for looking 
upon him him with an action much more reſolute 
than his. Settle thy ſelf {ſaid I Jand do not fearthe 
fight of a fingle man, and of a man whom all thy cv: 
elties have not been able to make thine cnemy; | 
neither come with a power, nor with an intention 
to take revenge for ſo many unſpeakable wrongs ! 
only bring thee a head which is neceſſary for thy pet- 
fect ſatisfaction; and a head, which with Beremc 
thou ſhould'ſt preſent to 4rſacomes. Behold my 
arms, which I throw down at thy feet, ( purſoed| 
letting fall my Sword)and. behold at laſt this Arſact 
to whom thou bear'it ſo implacable a hatred, viv 
comes both alone, and unarm'd, to expoſe himſel/to 
all indicnation,but as it is with no deſign to hurt the, 
ſo neither is it with any to appcaſe thee that he het: 


preſents himſelf; he demands no. reparation for the 
in- 
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njuries thou hait done him, nor aoes he pretend to 
any favour by thoſe thou nait reccia d from him, and 
kewou'd be aſham'd to receive life from them, to 
vhom he has been accuitomed to give it. 

Poure forth all the effects of thine anger, upon 
this Artaxerxes , the ſfonne of Darizzs, who with 
thine own forces has aſſaulted thy Walis, has forc'd 
thy Town, has pulled thy Gaughter out of thy 
arms, and has reduc'd thee thy telf, once more 
to be beholdins to him for a Kingdome, and for a 
life wich he hath ſo often preſerved ; but ſpare 
Bryzwice Who is not gutlty of .4rſuces his crimes, 
Revenge not iorreign wrongs upon thine own blood, 
and fince it has no afnnity with that of D742, wreak 
ypon that of Dazizs alone, whatſoever of create(t 
cuelry thy rage can think, Ar/aces has delerv'd 
death, but Ze-emrce has not deſerv'd the punithment 
thou inflict'{t upon Her, or if ſhe have deferv'd it, 
ts onely for having forſaken me, and for having 
expoſed her ſelf a new to the mercy of her enemies. 
Letalone the innocent Zeremce then, and overwhelm 
the Criminal Arſ.ccs; thou could'it not defire 
more facility for this revenge, to which thou uit run 
headlong by ſo many dbaſe, and ſhameful wayes ; and 
befides the co::fervation of thy life, and Kingdome, 
thou ha't yet this !a't oblization to me, that I my ſelf 
havedeliver'd thce a perſon whoſe ruine thou fo often 
hatin vain attempted, and that [ have ſav'd thee the 
labour, of ſecicing out new murtherers, to give dcath 
tothe greafet of thize enemies, YVhile I fpoke on 
this manacr,the whole aſſembly liten'd ro mywords, 
md with a marvellous attention expected what 
would bEth>i{}:e of that adventure, 1 will not tell 
you what Berences thoughts were at this lait ex- 
pcſſion of iny love, nor what were thoſe of .4rf2c- 
wes, lince they were the Kings that firit maniteited 
themſelves, If he had been aitoniſhed at my ſight, 
and at the beginning of my diſ-ourſe, he was.no leſs 
t the knowledge of my itranze reſolution, and he 
aw ſo. little likelihood to hope, tat commanding a 
potent Army, wherewith I was in a manner avle to 


 Gipoſe of his de/iiny, 1 ſhould abindon all the means 


[had to fruitrate what he had determin'd, to come 
und expoſe my ſelf alone to his mercy, that he conld 
wt ſuffer hi; belief to credit what he faw. Where- 
brehe remyin'd a great while in doubt of the truth, 
but whe 2helJ me alone, without cask, without 
word, in the middit of a throng of his own follows- 
as, and that he heard no noiſe at all in the jtreets, 
that could 112 him fear the coming of his enemies, 
bebegan atlait to believe, that ry love had brought 
metothat re{olution, and that my deſpair making 
me deſpiſe my life, had made me alfo neglect the 
means I n4d to preſerve it, This aſſurance ſettled 
{If in his mind with joy, and his fear was no ſooner 
ld aſleep. but his anger was awaken'd again. 
The fight of his enzmy, and the fizrceneſs of his 
words, kind!ed his wrath afreſh withall 1's violence, 
ad he had ſcarce had time to recover his firit apyre- 
ſons, when ho open'd his mouth to cive it vent, 
let wicked wretch, ( crved he ) thou thalt dve, and 
his falſe oenerolity which thy deſpxr hath inſpir'd 
Mto thee ſnail not fave thee from my lawful fury. Yes 
l will dye (reply:d T1) andif I would not have dye, 
Would have com? with a power that might fave de- 
fendeg me from thin?, Boait not of an advantage, 
Wiich thou holde}} from no body but my ſelf, nor 
threaten me with a death, whercin thou onely ferv'it 
tteminiter of- my deſpair. 
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| ratier ſerve the juſtice of the Gods, ( anſwered 
A1arhewus,and all Kings who are intercfſed in my 
Guarrel; but whether it be from the anger of hea- 
'en, or from thine own deſpair that 1 have this oc- 
caſion to revenge me of thce, thou ſhalt not ſee me 
neglect it, nor for many conſiderations, ſpare him 
that hath ſeduc'd my ſubjects, and that led an Army 
ot Rebels, and Traitors, againft their Prince, into 
his City, into his Palaces, and even againſt his own 
perſon. He had hardly ended theſe words, making 
tign to his guard toencompaſs me, and to hinder my 
getting out of the Temple, when the Princefſe who 
till then had heard us without interrupion, mov'd 
from the place where ſhe ſtood, and coming to- 
ward me with a countenance animated with an ex- 
traordinary confidence. You ſhall not dye alcne 
Arſaces, ( ſaid ſhe ) and ſince you have been fo 
little fearful ro aMict me, in laviſhing a life that 
was dearer tome than my own, you alſo ſhall have 
the grict to ſee me run toa death, which I owe to 
2othing but your deſpair. You ought to have ex» 
pecte.! the event of wh#t I had reſolved to do for 
you, if { had becri ſo baſe us ro have given my ſeif 
to Ar/acomes, that baſencis would have been enough 


; to have curcd you, and 1t id preferred death be- 


tore him, you might have followed me to the grave, 
without the blame of having thrown me into it. By 
theſe words, aniby my Princeſles action ſo different 
from her kumour, and from her uſual moderation, I 
new tne ercatncls of her affection, better than ever 


I had done before, and forgetting all that I had taken 


-4t} from her, I gave my ſelf up again totally to my 


love. Ah ! mv dearelt Princeſs ( ſ.1d I ) whata 
thouzht is this of yours, and with what a reproach 
do you aggravate my forrows ! I defended my life 
as long as4 belicv'd you car'd for it, and you know 
that after the loſſes I have fuftered, nuthing could 
have made me think of its preſervation but the opi- 
nion | had that it was not indifierent to you. . That 
was it that made me oppoſe the King your fathers 
armes, which aſter the ruine of my family I ſhould 
have welcom'd into my breait ; that was 1t that ſet 
me at the head of an Army ; and.in ſhort, that was 
it thit has made me do many actions, which could 
not have been expected but from a perſon that had 
been much in love with his life, Yes Madam, I did 
loveit, while I fl:tter'd my ſelf with a concett that 
it was dear to vou; but whenlI faw you help to- 
wards its defruction, by forſaking me to put your 
ſclf again into thoſe hands from which I had delivered 
you ; I believed I ought to follow your inclinations, 
and not leavea things in the world, that might be an 
obitacle to your repoſe. Afrer my death, you may 
live ina greater tranquility than you have dane hi- 
therto, and the Gods to whom your vertue, to - 


whoin your perſon is dear, having afflicted you tif 


now, on-ly to puniſh me by the part I bore inall 
your ſatterings, will ceaſe to torment you any lon- 
ger, when you no more can be infected by the con- 
ragious affli-itons of miſcrable Arfces. 


The Princeſs had not patience |to let me go on 
with this diſcourſe, but ha'iily incerruptng me. 
Ceaſe to offend me ( faid {he ) with your re- 
pro:ches, and d» not accuſe me of a chance, 
whereof all the confideration inte worid ſhall never 
make me capable; 'Tis true, I wouid needs come 2- 
way from you, to put my ſeif again into my fathers 

ands, *tis an aCtion which yet would do, and =_ 
can- 
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I cannot repent of, but ?tis not an action that ſhould 
make you believe you are leſs dear to me,than you 
have been formerly. If 1 could have itaid with you 
with honor, | would not have left you, neither for 
Arſacomes, nor for a thuuſand Empires, and 1n re- 
turning to my Father, to whom the Gods and na- 
ture kath ſubmitted me, I did not uſe a leſs vio- 
lence upon my ſelf than that you ſuffer'd, nor expoſe 
my ſelf to lighter diſcontents than yours; it I kad 
ceaſed to love you yeſterday, I would not have Le- 
Sun again to day, and if I could have diſpoſed my 
ſelfto live without you. I would not now diſpoſe my 
ſelf todye with you. You ſhall not dye, dear Prin- 
ceſs, ( replyedI violently ) you ſhall not dye, nor 
can you continue in that thought, without making 


my death terrible to me;you ſhall live for a betterfor.. 


tune than that you yet have met with,and if my death 
cauſe any ſorrow in you, as your goodneſs makes 
me hope it will, time, the friendſhip of Prince Oro- 
ondates, whom the Gods will-bring home to you a- 
©2in, and my ardent requeſt at this laſt minute of my 
life, will cure you of it. I will not pray you to 
live for Arſacomes, you deſerve a happier fortune, 
and you have too gallant a ſpirit to ſt60p to a perſon 
unworthy of you ; moreover I believe my death 
will change the Kings intentions in favour of you, 
for purpoſing to give you to --7/acomes, not ſo much 
with a deſignio make him happy, as to make 47/- 
ces miſerable ; he by 4r/aces's death, willloſe thoſe 
cruel reſolutions, which he had taken againſt you, 
only out of his enmity to me;he loves you,though he 
has hated me, and the end of his hatred toward me, 
will waken his affection to you again, I would con- 
jure thee to it, King of Scythia (continucd I turning 
towards him)if beſſev'd the lateſt words of a Prince 
who abandon'd all his intercſts to ſerve thee, who 
ſfav'd thy life with the peril of his own, who fought 


for thy Dominions,inſtead of defending thoſe he was | 


| born to,and who to compleat his ſervices, gluts thee 

even at the price of his very life, in the greedineſs 
of thy laſt defires, were able to work any thing upon 
thee. 1 upbraid thee not with what 1 have done for 
thee, and thine, though it be conſiderable cnough 
to deſerve ſome place in thy remembrance; All I 
could poſſibly doc, was due to the father of Bere- 
nice, and Oroondates, and the gods arc my witneſ- 
ſes, that all thy ingratitudes have never beenable to 
make me repent it, but by that memory I may well 
demand the repoſe of Berenice of thee, I was yet 
ina poſture to defend. her againſt Arſacores, if I 
would longer have defended her againlt her father, 
and ſhe her ſelf was in a condition to diſpoſe of her 
own affections, if ſhe had not preferr'd her reſpect 
and her obedience to thee, before her quiet, nay be- 
fore her life it ſelf. If thou art born of royal, or if 
thou art born but of noble blood, all the incitements 
of generoſity ſuc to thee in her favour, and tel] thee 
- that ſo pure a vertue, and ſo perfect a reſignation, 
ought to drive all the cruelty out of thy mind, that 
harbours in it againſt this lovely Princeſs, While I 
ſpoke theſe words, I fixt my eyes upon Matrhers's 
face,where by an unlook'd for effect I obſerv'd a ve- 
ry ſtrange alteration. You have wondred without 
doubt, how in the condition I then was, we had the 
liberty of ſo long a converſation, without being in- 
rerrupted by the Kings anger, who in probability 
ſhould not have ſuffer'd it with patience ; but you 
will wonder a great deal more, when I ſhall tell you, 


that aſter having givena peaceable audience to the 


| 
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Princeſſes words, and Ikewiſe unto mine, he for 
things in them that were powerful ENOugh to > 
the 11npetuouſneſs of his diſpleaſure, as Bs, 
reaſon began to find ſome admittance intg i 
thoughts, it made him look upon all his aQtions With 
a different eye from what he had done before. 
admir'd the contempt I ſhow'd of death, in ſee; 
me expoſe my ſelf to it ſo voluntarily, when I hadf 
greata ſtrength to have ſecured me trom it. He confi 
der'd my laſt actions,wherin he found a reſpe&;frop 
which he thought 1 might lawfully enough have bee 
exempted,he remembred that having made my ſelf 
Maſter of his City by the right of arms, I had leftit 
free zo him,& that ha ving deſired noother advantz 
by that haypy ſuccefſe, but the liberty of my Pri 
ceſs, I had ſent her back to him again the ſameday; 
and if in what I faid he found ſomething that wes (if 
ficient to offend him, he attributed it to a greamnek 
of courage which he could not diſapprove. From 
this conſideration, he returned to that of my former 
actions, and recalling to mind all I had done for him, 


he met with nothing that did not move his hearty 


love, and tenderneſs. 

He for a while reſiſted theſe new motions, butin 
the end, he was neither of braſs nor marble as obdy. 
rateas he was, and though the intercit of Srratonice 
and Arſacomes, who obſerved his irreſolution with 
mortal trances, withheld him for a few moment: 
yet was he fain at laſt to yeild to compaſſon, and 
to remembrances which he was not able to reſi, 
The firſt token he ſhew'd cf it was a ſigh follow by 
ſome tears which all the aſſembly ſaw run counhis 


cheeks, but preſently after he turned on the other 


ſide, either to hide his weakneſs, or to call back his 
former reſolutions, but there was no more room for 
them in his heart, and all his thoughts were ſo chang- 
ed already, that he no longer had power, nonor fo 
much as an intention to dcfend himſelf, O gods! 
cryed he lifting up his hands and eyes to heaven, and 
ſtopping at thoſe words, he fix'd his eyes vponthe 


ground, and kept ſilence yet for ſome few moments; | 


at lait he roſe up from the chair where he ſate, and 
looking upon me with a countenance abſolutely mol- 
lifcd, or rather full of confuſion ; Arſaces ( ſaid 
he) generous Arſ/aces, youare my Conquerour, but 
O gods, how ought | to hope you will uſe your v- 
Ctory ? I was ſo ſurpriſed at this ſtrange alteration 
that I was not able to reply, and within a little after, 
coming toward me with open arms - Might | hope 
(continued he) that after ſuch high provocations, and 
ſuch crimes as deſerve no pardon, Ar ſaces can have. 
the goodneſs to forget them, and that by the ſame 
generoſity which has overcome me, he for theſake 
of Berenice, and for the ſake of Oroondares, would 
reſtore me that friendſhip, which once I priz'd atlo 
bigh a rate, and which my cruelty has forfeited? 
Theſe words giving me a full affurance of his change» 
did alſo diſperte all the reſentments 1 had againit hin; 
and not knowing in that ſudden revolution, how t0 
find terms: capable to expreſs my thoughts, I col 
tented my ſelf with declaring them by my actions, 
and tolet the King ſee, by caſting my ſelf at his feet 
that I ſhould ever: receive the return of his friend 
ſhip as an invaluable favour. - Ah ! purſucd he, fe 
ing me inthat polture, and judging by my aQiontiat 
I was readily diſpoſed to all he defir'd ; if it be true 
that Arſaces pardons me the indignities 1 have of 
fer'd him, 1 ſhall eſteem that effect of his oenerolt 
ty, aboveall the reſt wherewith he hath oblig d = 
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No, (faid he taking me in his arms, and embracing. 
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— ith a very paſſionate geſture) Ar/aces could not 
a E's has by himſelf, and in this victory 
which he wins over his juſt reſentments, he appears 
more great and more glorious then in all thoſe others 
he hath obtain'd to our advantage, In fine,Mot great 
and Moſt gencrous of all Princes, you triumph over 
x5all manner of wayes; but though you have reap'd 
(nall froit by all your former victorics, the prize of 
thislaſt, ſhall be a firmer affection then that I lov'd 
1 with before. a purpoſe toſhare my Dominions 
with you, or elſe to loſe them for the recovery of 
ours, and finally Berenice the cauſe of our greateſt 
conteſtations ; I will joyfully accept him for my ſon, 
who was the ſon of Dari, and if the father were 
etalive, I would demand that alliance of him, with 
aginviolable peace, as the molt happy fortune that 
could befall me. The King had not the leiſure to 
proſecute his diſcourſe, for the noiſe which Srrato- 
nice, Arſacomes, and thoſe of their party made at a 
declaration that was ſo cruel to them, would not ſuf- 
fer him to continue it. The Queen with a tranſport- 


edaction ſtepping forward toward tie King ,and for: 


getting her modetty at ſo ſeniible a blow ; What Sir 
(kid ſhe)will you take away Berenice from Arſaco- 
mes, to give her to the ſon of Darius? TheKing to 
hinder her from ſaying more, replyed, Madam; it is 
not without trouble that I am con{train'd to diſpleaſe 
you, I want not recompences for Ar/ucomes; but 1 
cannot without being the baſeſt,and moſt contempti- 
ble of all men living, diſpoſe of Berenice to any body 
but Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes Cannot have her (ad- 
ded Arſacomes) ſo long as lam alive, and] know 
toowell what Kings owe untotheir promiſe, to fear 
that that which your Majelty has given me ſhould 
be violated in favour of him. That which I promi- 
ſed you (replyed the King) as an honour that was 
above you, is not capable to engage me, and having 
no ripht to pretend to it, neither have you any to de- 
mand the accompliſhment of it. How great intereſt 
ſoever I had in this diſcourſe, I kept filence out of 
modelty, ſeeing that the King defended my party 
very well; but Arſacomes, whoſe grief tranſported 
him, loſt part of his reſpect, and without conſider- 
npthat which he ow d tothe preſence of his King; I 
ſhall know how to maintain my juſt pretenſions (ſaid 
he) both againſt A-ſcces, and againſt all men living, 
Berenice is mine by a promiſe that cannot be revok- 
ed, nor ſhall ſhe be taken from me without effuſion 
ofblood. 

All this while I had continued filent, but then 1 


thought I both might, and ought torep!'y. Neither 


thou, nor I, (ſaidI) are worthy of Berenice, but if 
either of us may pretend to her, Artaxerxes both 
by birth and Services, hath more right then Arſaco- 
wer, Yet will not I abuſe the Kings favour as thou 
haſt done, but though it declare on my behalf. I am 
ready {till to diſpute Berenice againit thee with my 
Sword, Hitherto thou haſt very ill defended her, 
and haſt 'not been able to defend ſo much asthine own 


lifeagainit me ſingle, at the head of thy Army ; but 


. Ifthat trial thou haſt had of my forces, makes thee 


believe they are too hard for thine, put on thine 
arms, and here I offer to maintain my rights againit 
thee with my ſword alone. : 
Arſacomes was going to reply if the King had 
tot prevented him, I will be maſter (ſaid he) in 
my own Kingdome, and in any own houſe, fince 


Arſaces who was ſo by the right of War, is con- | 
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tent to leave me my authotity. You ate my fub- 
ject Ar/acomes, and I have power to do otherwiſe 
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with you, then with the ſon of Darizs; I command 
youtherefore to obey me without murmuring,and 1 
entreat Prince Arraxerxes to leave me the diſpoſing 
of my daughter, without offering to diſpute her a- 
gainit you ; ſince he alone is able to croſs the power 


[ have over the Scytþ:ans, I ſhall know well enough' 


how to maintain the promiſe I make him againſt all 
others. While the King was ſpeaking on this man- 


-ner,all the people in whoſe memory the affeQtion of 


Arſaces was not yet extinguiſhed, who in this recon- 
Ciliation ſaw an end of the War, and of thoſe miſeries 
they had fear*d, and who in my laſt ations had found 
how I had ſpared them; after a c'apping of hands, 
which made the Temple ring, crycd out aloud, that 
it was to Arſaces their deliverer,and their Protector, 
that their Princeſs ought to be given ; and this action 
added to tne Kings words, {tirr'd up ſo great a rape, 
and ſo much confuſion in Srratonice, and Arſa- 
comes, that after a threatning murmur, they went 
out of the Temple in a very different manner from 
their coming in. | 

| will not tell you, fince that recital would be too 
long, with what expicſſions the King confirm'd the 
hope which he had given me, what thanks I return'd 
him, nor what were the words and actions of Bere- 
nice; all theſe things paſſed in tranſports of joy; but 
n the height of all the Kings endearmen's, I caſtmy. 
ſelf once more at his feet ; and after he had done his- 
endeavour to raiſe me up ag3in, I proteſted to him, 
that I never would ceaſe to embrace his knees, 
till he had granted me his pardon for Theodares, 
and forall the Officers and Souldiers of our Army. 
The King was incenſed againft them with a great 
deal of ſhew of reaſon, but being he with repen- 
tance acknowledged his unworthy uſage of me, he 
thought that to make reparation he ought to refuſe 
me nothing ; and after having granted me the par- 
don I requelted for them, he would needs have 


= 


Prince Carihaſis his Brother to go preſently and car- . 


ry them the news. I was very forward to accompa- 
ny him in that action, and getting on horſe-back with 
him, we were followed by a great number of the 
Inhabitants, who went thronging with us to the 
Camp. A&s the grief of Theodates, and of my 
other friends had been great at the reading of my 
letter, their aſtoniſhment was not leſs when they 
ſaw me come in ſuch an unexpected manner ; they 
werealrcady getting on horſe back to ſeek me every 
where, but when they ſaw their tears fo happily” 
ended, they fell' from one extremity to another, 
and by the exceſs of their contentment teitified 
that of their friendſhip toward me. Frince Car- 
thaſis having declar'd the Kings pardon to them, 
and told them in a few words the truth of that ad- 
venture, after they had admired my reſolution, 
and the ſtrange event of it, they left the Camp, and 
upon the Princes word went along with us into the 
Town, where they cait themſelves-at the Kings 
feet. The King recciv'd them very handſo:nely, 


and inſtead of condemning Theodares, having prai- 
ſed his affection ae. he promiſed him he would 
conſerve no remembrance of it, but to eſteem 
him the more, and to the reſt confirnd the par- 
don he had granted thera. I was ſettled again in 
the Palace in my former Lodeings, and in the 
Court I will not ſay in my former condition, 
but in another much more glorious, and much more 
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confiderable. To the remembrance of Arſaces's 
ſervices ,was added that of Artaxerxes's birth,and to 
both, the conſideration of the credit I had among the 
Soldiery, and of what I could do as a friend, and as 
an enemy. The Queen being preſſed with diſcontent 
came not to the King, and Ar/acomes keeping retir'd 
in his lodging vented his in threatnings, which were 
told the King ; but he who was unwilling to ruine 
one whom he had lov'd ſo well, and to whom he had 
Sivenſuch lofty hopes, ſent for him two dayes after, 
and ſpoke to him in theſe terms. Although I am not 
obliged Arſ/acomes, to juſtifie my actions toward 
you, yet amlT willing to let you ſee that it is not out 
of inconſtancy I take Berenice from you ; ſhe is but 
too jultly due unto Ar/aces, and | have but too obſti- 
nately refiited to do what I ought to have done ſoon- 
er; 1 in your favour have done things that will for 


ever diſhonour my memory ; you ſhould bluſh at. 


them for me, if you loved my reputation, and be- 
lieve as 1 do, that the greateſt reparations I can make 
to Prince Artaxerxes, are not able to blot out the 
remembrance of my cruelties. Moreover in yield- 
ing Zerenice to him, you yield her but to the ſon of 
Dariws, the greate(t of all the Monarchs inthe world; 
and but to him, whom beſides the generall obligations 
you are particularly oblig'd to for your life. If the 
Gods had given me another daughter, I proteſt | 
would not diſdain you for my ſon-in-law, although 
you are my Subject ; and if you can be ſatisfied with 
my good will, 'le keep you alwayes near me in the 
ſame condition you have been, Ile recompence the 
loſs of your hopes with new preferments, and with 


new dignities; and cxcept Berenice, there ſhall be 


nothing in my Kingdom you may not pretend to. 
And except Beren:ice, ( interrupted audacious Ar- 
ſacomes )there is nothing in your Kingdom which 1 
do not diſdain ; if a King failes of his promiſe to 
me, I ſhall neither fail of courage, nor of friends 
to diſpute it to the laſt moment of my life. Thou 
ovghtelt then ( reply'd the King, exaſperated by 
that anſwer) to have diſputed it when thou wert at 
the head of an Army, where Arſaces all alone took 
from thee all the rights thou hadit to it, and had alfo 
taken away thy life with them, if he had not been 
too generous to make his glory give place to his in- 
tereſts, Thou oughteſt to have defended her here 
within our walls, whence A: /aces carried her even 
before thy face, thou not attempting any thing to 
hinder him; and though my promiſe had engag'd 
me toward thee, thou knoweſt I loſt the diſpoſing 
of Berenice, from the time ſhe ceas'd to be within 
my power ; thou ſhouldeſt have fetcht her again out 
of the hands of thy rivall, at the hazard of thy life, 
if thou woulde{t have been worthy of her, and not 
have ſtaid till he reſtor'd her into thine arms himſelf; 
ifthou hadſt had the leaſt ſenſe of honour left in thee, 
thou would(t not ſo ſhamefuliy have been beholding 
to thine enemy for her ; and though I were not at all 
oblig*'d to Ar/aces, I ſhould not be jult if I gave 
052g x thee after thou hadit fo poorly diſputed 
cr, | 

Arſacomes confounded and ſtung with theſe re- 
proaches, ſtood a great while before he could find 
an anſwer ; but inthe end, he began to reply, and 
loſing all the reſpect he had yet remaining, flew out 
into ſuch irreverent ſpeeches, that the King being 
extreamly incens*'d, after he had proteſted that 
nothing but the Queens conſideration hindred him 
from chaſtiſing his inſolency, commanded him to 
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Partly; 
get out of his preſence, and never to appear be 


tore him any more. Ar/acomes withdrew ing &. 
ſperate rage, and with iuch threats as would low 


| been punithed with death, in any other kody but the 


Queens Brother. 

Prince Oroondates who had hearkned to 4ſ,,, 
his laſt adventures,with a countenance that fufficien, 
ly expreſs'd how much he was concern'd in them, 
broke ſilence then, and with an aCtion like that * 
perſon who coming out ofa long and dangerous : 
plexity begins to recover a little breath ; Ah ! Þjg. 
ther, (ſaid he ) how you have made me ſuffer, and 
how you have eas'd me now, by letting me knoy 
my Fathers repentance, fince nothing could hay 
comforted me, if he had not in ſome degree repairg 
his ingratitude. But how is it poſſible, that the fame 
of theſe wonders you have told us, ſhould never hare 
come to our ears before, and that I have been jpng. 
rant of ſuch memorable events, and wherein | had 
great an interelt?T he diſtance of placcs,(reply'd 4r. 
faces) and the little time fince ti:ey came to Pafs, have 
without doubt kept them from their knowledge, By 
what 1 cen judge they happen'd during your licknes 
at Suſa, and ſince that time few perſons can hae 
travell'd into Scyrhia, and tew Scyrhians are comein. 
to theſe Countreys. Inthe mterim (continued Arſe 
ces )I wasin the height of my felicitics; the King 
by all manner of Kinenefſes endeavour'd to makeme 
loſe the remembrance of his harſher uſage, Iſawmy 
Princeſs with all the freedom 1 could deſire; I could 
not doubt of her affection, after the important proofs 
] had receiv'd of it; andif we had not waitcd forthe 
news of Prince Oroondates, whoſe preſence was ne- 
ceſſary to compleat my fortune, 1 according to the 
wiſhes of the whole Court, had obtain'd the Kings 
conſcnt for the entire poſleſſion of my Princeſs, Yes, 
Brother, 'twas nothing but your abſence alone that 
retarded our Marriage, and how paſſionate, and how 
impatient ſocver I was, my love to you perſwaded 
me ealily to expect your return, and to zpprove with 
a great deal of ſatisfaction, that reſpect of Berenice's 
and that teſtimony of the Kings conſideration of you, 
When I was happy in what concern'd my love, the 
memory of my honour waken'd in me again, and[ 
judg'd that all I had done, could not ſerve my reps 
tation, while I ſuffer'd Alexander to reign peaceably 
over thoſe countreys which he had uſurped fromus 
by the death of the King my Father, and by theloſs 
of ſome of my Friends. This remembrance brought 
back part of that ſadneſs into my heart, which my 
preſent happineſſe ſeem'd to have baniſht thence, 
and though 1 found ſome conſolation in the hope off 
doing ſomething toward the recovery of my glory, 
and of my Fathers dominions, the neceſſity of patt- 
ing with Berenice began to aftli&t me very ſenſibly; 
yet did I paſs over all that my Love reprcſented 
contrary to my vlory, and having caſt mv ſelf at 
the Kings ſeet, Sir, ( ſaid I aiter the honour yout 
Majeſty has done me to accept me for your ſe 


* you ſhould not ſuffer me to live unworthy of that 


quality ; and fince the recovery of thoſe domint 
ons I have loſt is linkt to thar of my reputation, 
you are too much concern'd in both, to refuſe metre 
aſfiſtance I defire of you. Alexander has triumpit 
over my Fathers Empire and his life, and reigns 
quictly over thoſe Territories which heretofore wer? 
his. Without your help Sir.] can neither revengethe 
death of my friends, nor rife to the throne of Mm) 

prece” 
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«decefſours, and if your Majeſty refuſe it me, the 
princeſs your Daughter mult be the wife of a private 
n, and of a man diſpoſſcſicd of his inheritance; be 
eaſed to grant me Sir, for the higheſt e:tect of ge- 
erolity, ſome part of thoſe valiant Scyrhians who 
wave thought me worthy of their fricndſhip.By their 
courage | hope to repair my ſhame, and to recon- 
zer my Dominions. That deſtroyer of our Houſe 
 anenemy to all Kings in general, he alrcady has 
yaded your frontiers, and will without doubt come 
"to the bowels of your Kingdom, it we carry not 
the war to him, into thoſe countreys whereof he is 
yet but ill aſſurcd ; I ſaid _ other things to the 
King, which he heard with patience, and anſwer'd 
with a great deal of kindn:\s. Doubt not ſon, (ſaid 
te) but that your intereſts ſhall henceforth be mine 
own, nor but that I will contribute with my utmoſt 
wers, andeven with mine own perſon, to the re- 
cvery of your Empire, not to make Berenice's con- 
fijion more advantageous by the luſtre of a Crown; 


lefteem your perſon above all greatneſſes, and I 


know well enough you wear a ſword that can both 
maintain and conquer Empires ; but becauſe I judge 
$youdo, that your glory is intereſſed in your de- 
fon, Ile arm the whole power of Scythia for you, 
1nd will ſet you at the head of a hundred thouſand 
men, who having ſuch a Leader, will think nothing 
lificult, but hew you out a way to the regaining of 
the Throne you have lolt , yet Idefire we may itay 
tll we either ſee, or hear ſome news of Oroondates; [ 
mean that he ſhall march along with you, that friend 
whom you fo highly have oblig'd, and whoſe com- 
pany is not to be deſpiſed ; and while we expect him, 
order ſhall be given, to make Leavics for the ſetting 
of this Army on foot. Thoſe I was raiſing againſt 
you.and the Troops you now command, ſhall make 
wpartof them, and the reſt ſhall be ready againſt my 
\ns return, or within the time we will liant for that 
expeQtation., I was ſo extreamly ſatisfied at the 
Kings anſwer, that I could not diſſemble my con- 
tentment, and to render it abſolutely compleat, the 
King proteſted he would not ſuffer me to go from 
Iſedin, before I had Married Berenice, I hat fair 
Princeſs was afflicted at my reſolution; but being 
Miſtreſs of a grear deal of reaſon, ſhe yielded to the 
eceſſity of my affairs, and toa thing for which ſhe 
tad ever prepared. Butalas! how little time we 
hadto entertain one another, and how ſhort my joyes 
were, though my griefs had been of long continu- 
znce, 

was in bed, when ſome hours before day,I heard 


aconfuſed noiſe about the Palace, and an infinite 


mmber of cryes, which were enough to waken the 
lundeſt ſleepers. I leapt into the floor, and running 
ba window ſaw a great wany torches,and heard the 
wice of many perſons, who cry'd that the Princeſs 
was carried away. At this news,I was very near fal- 
lng into a ſwound, but I ſtrove to keep all my forces 
the need I had of them for ſuch an occaſion, and 
reſently after Criroz came into my chamber.vir(ſaid 


te) the Princeſs is carried away. The grief he felt for 


my misfortune would not ſuffer him to ſay more,and 
lwas ſo ſtrucken, that I had not the power to get out 
Mme word, Ithrewona few cloathes,and ran haiti- 
ly to Berenice”s lodgings, were | foundTheomres with 
Cyllenia, and other Maids, who by their cryes re- 
doubled the rage wherewith I was tranſported, and 
told me with interrupted words how the Princeſs had 
been pull'q by force out ofher chamber, by ſeven or 
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eight arm'd men, and that thoſe raviſhers had carried 
her away by the back ſtairs into the garden, and ſo 
out at a hole they nad broken through the wall. I ran 
inſtantly to thoſe {tairs,where I found two men dead, 
who were known to be grooms of her chamber, and 
going down I ſaw the hole inthe garden wall, through 
which my cruel enemies came in, and had got out a- 
gain, Not knowing what way, tor what advice to 
take, I went upagain to the Kings quarters, where 
I found him buried inan extraordinary ſorrow, I had 
but few words with him, and thoſe ſo confuſedly put 
together, that it was eafie by them to know the dif. 
order of my heart; while he was ſending out Meſſen- 
gers every way,l put on my arms in his preſence,and 
taking a haſty leave of him got on horſe-back with a 
great many Courtiers, who ran thronging to accom- 
pany me. Werode out atthe City at the neareſt gate, 
and not being able to judge by any conjeEture what 
way thoſe Raviſhers had taken, we wandred about 
all the reit of the night without knowing whither we 
went, and at break of day found our ſelves at a little 
Town,ſfome two or three hundred furlongs from 1/- 
don, There we could hear no news in the world, 
and having taken another way, and after thata great 
many ſeveral ones. we could meet with no body that 
could tell us any thing of what we ſought, I paſs'd 
that night in a village four hundred furlongs from 
1ſjedon, and the next morning we began our ſearch a- 
gain with the ſame diligence, and with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs, We ſpent three dayes more init, not leaving 
any Town, Burrough, Village, 'Houſe, or Wood 
within a thouſand furlongs of the City where we had 
not been to ſcek her, at the end of which I returned 
to the King to ſee if thoſe he had ſent out otherwayes 
had hadany better fortune ; but I found their pains 
and care had beento as little purpoſe as ours. We 
doubted not but that it was Ar/acomes who had ftoln 
away the Princeſs, he had left the Court a week be- 
fore, and ſince that time there had been no news of 
him. The King poſſeſt with that belief as well as I, 
made ſharp complaints unto the Queen, and after 
having proteſted to her, that he would uſe his utmoſt 
power to the ruine and deſtruction of her Brother, he 
promiſed her likewiſe, that if by her perſwaſions he 
would return to his obedience, and reſtore the 'Prin- 
ceſs, he wou!'d grant him pardon for her ſake ; but 
tne Queen, whether it were that ſhe was wilfully 
bent to favour her Brothers action, or that indeed 
ſhe was ignorant of it, caſt her ſelf at the Kings feet, 
and proteſted her innocence with ſo many tears, that 
he ceas'd to preſs her any further ; yet he thought 
good I ſhould take two thouſand horſe, and go at 
the head of them to ſearch Arſ/acomes his houſes; and 
gave order for a greater ſtrength to follow me in caſe 
we ſhould find him ina poſture of reſiſtance. I ſet 
forward in this equipage,and to ſhortenmy diſcourſe, 
went to all thoſe places whither it was thought Arſa- 
comes could retire,but there was no news to be heard 
either of Beremce or of him, and we were informa 
with an unqueſtionable certainty,that he had not been 
ſcen in thoſe parts of many years. How great ſoe- 
ver the the rage that tranſported me was, I could 
not reſolve to pour it forth upon thoſe that were un- 
der his obedience, or ruine a people that was inno- 
centof their Princes crime. Then it was that I ſaw 
my ſelf abandoned to my deſpair, and that I was of- 
ten upon the point of ſeeking an end of my misfor- 
tunes inthe end of my lite. 1 was going to fix on that 
reſolution, when happening to be near the Gate of 
SN -Þ 


4.36 
a Temple dedicated to F#0, famous for' Oracles, 
which they came to conſult from all parts of Europe,l 
determined firit to try if I could find any pity from 
the Gods, They expreſt themſelves to me clearly 
enough, and though I do not remember the words 
of the Oracle, I have not forgot, that the Goddeſs 
by the mouth of her Prieſt, commanded me to ſeek 
out of Scyrh1a for that which I had loſt, and to viſit 
the walls of Semmirams, where I ſhould find an end 
of all my pains. I was the more willing to obey the 
pleaſure ofthe Gods, becauſe my hopes were loſt all 
other wayes; and whether it were that they pro- 
mis'd me the recovery of Berenice, or that it was by 
the end of my dayes they made me hope for that of 
my miſecries, I reſolved to give my ſelf up wholly to 
their will. 

My defignof marching into my Fathers territories 
with the forces the King of Scythia had promis*'d me, 
to fight with Alexander for the Empire,and the glo- 


ry he had taken from me vaniſh'd quite out of my . 


mind. and I was then call'd by a more powerfull mo- 
tive to attempt the recovery of Bererice, than that of 
my loſt Dominions ; *twas alſo at that time I heard 
that Alexander had married the Princeſs Statira my 
ſiſter,that he had givea Par:/atzis to his Favourite Fc- 
pheſtion, and that he carried himſelf roward the rem- 
nants of Dari his blood with the ſame affection as 
to his own. This news afflicted me very much for 
many conſiderations ; it troubled me to know it was 
my fiſters Husband againſt whom I was to prepare 
my ſelf for war, as ſoonas I ſhould be ina condition 
to entertain ſuch thoughts ; but I judg'd with a far 
more ſenſible grief, that my dear Brothers hopes 
were utterly extinguiſh'd, and that if he had {till pre- 
ſerv'd his affections to Statira, he in her Marriage 
could find no leſs matter of affliction than what I felt 
for the loſs of Berenice.l ſhould longer have reaſon- 
ed with my ſelf upon that ſad occaſion, if I had not 
been too much taken up with my own misfortunes; 
but being reſolv*d uporrthe voyage theGods had or- 
dain'd me, I meant to make it without any train that 
could make me be obſerv'd in thoſe places where I 
paſt, and to that end I took leave of all thoſe that were 
come along with me from [ſſedon, keeping no body 
with me but Cr:iroz,and two other neceſfary ſervants. 
I even refus'd the company of my dear Theodates, 
But it was not without an extream violence, that [ 
perſwaded him to leave me, and I ſhould never have 
won himto it, if I had not made him ſee that his ſtay 
in Scythia was abſolutely neceſſary for me, both to 
make the greater care be taken in the ſearch of Bere- 
nice,and tokeep me right in the Kings opinion, which 
might perchance be alter'd during my abſence by 
Stratonice's ſollicitations, whereby he might in time 
be drawn to approve of her Brothers action. Theo- 
Aates lent an ear at laſt to this conſideration, which 
in effet was ſtrong enongh to ſtay him ; but though 
he could not yield to that ſeparation without tears, 
and lamentations which I cannot expreſs, in the end 
we parted,after he had promis'd to make my excuſes 
to the King, that I came not to take my leave of 
him, and to tell him that ſince he had done me 
the honour to give me Beremice, 1 would cither 
=, her home to him again, or dye in queſt of 
of, 

From the place where I left Theodates, I travail'd 
direQtly toward Mount Imaus which divides the two 
Scythia's, and having croſs'd through the Aſrarr:- 
ae, and the countrey of the 27afſ7 geres, I came into 
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| Baitria, and entred upon the Territories that ha 

been the King my Fathers, I paſs'd unknown throy : 
all thoſe places, where I found many marks of Ne 
diſaſters of our Family ; and though my love 
ſufficient to poſſeſs me totally, yet .couldI not with 
out a great deal of trouble, ſee thoſe people thathad 
been our ſubjects, yield obedience peaceably toney 
Matters, Theſe objects preſenting themſelves thi 
ly to my eyes, often drew ſighs from me, which. 
conded thoſe my paſſions forc'd more violently from 
the bottom of my heart. In ſhore, I continued a 
that journey in fodeep a ſadneſs, that if the conſoly. 
tions I received from Cr:toz(whoſe fidelity is beyond 
all recompence) had not in ſomedegree allay'4m 
ſorrow, I think I ſhould have ſunk under the burthen 
of it, before I could have reach'd the Countrey the 9. 
racle had appointcd me. 

In the end I arriv'd there without any cncounter 
worthy to be related, and at my arrival I heard of 
the death of Alexander, who had pay'd the dehtgf 
nature a few dayes before. I know not how to tell 
you the ſeveral effects this news wrought in me, ] 
was glad for my dear brothers ſake, who therebyre. 
covcr'dthe hopes he had loſt in Statira's marriage; 
but I was ſorry in mine own particular, being there: 
by deprived of thoſe I had conceiv'd, of regaining 
my honour from him that had taken it from me. ng 
though it ſeem'd to facilitate the recovery of my Em- 
pire, it gave Alexander the advantage of having 
kept it all his life, and of having been the Cone. 
rour and the Maiter till his death. 1 thenthought 
upon the condition of my ſiſters, and was joy'd with 
a hope of coming to the place where they. were, of 
ſeeing them, and perhaps of doing them ſome ſer. 
vice in that eſtate, to which ſo great revolution of 
their fortune might have reduc'd them. Although 
the alteration of my faccin ſo long an abſence, and 
the general opinion of my being dead, might have 
put me out of all fear of being cafily diſcovered, [ 
would not hazard my life how-ver, knowing thatin 
Babylon | ſhould find perſons from whom time had 
not taken away all remembrance of my features, and 
therefore as ſoon as I was come into this countrey, | 
retir'd to the houſe of a good honeſt man, ſome three 


eifts in preſent, and by the hopes of more, engaged 
at firſt to az much affection and ſecrecy as 1 could 
deſire. 
The next morning knowing I was near the Temple 
of Apoilo which 1 had formerly viſited, I had a 
defire to confult the pleaſure of that god, andim- 
plore his afſiltance. There it was 1 met with Prince 
Lyſimachu, and that by his graceful faſhion, andhis 
charming converſation, I began to give him that &- 
ſteem and that affection, which the recital of his 
gallant aCtions hath ſince compleated. You doubt- 
leſs have heard from him the diſcourſe we had toge- 
ther, and the words of the Oracle that were deliver'd 
tous; I thought them ſo obſcure that I could no! 
comprehend any thing of their meaning, and onely 
found by the laſt of them, that the gods would have 
me wait their pleaſure upon the banks of Exphrate, 
That conformity with my former Oracle did a little 
argment thoſe faint hopes I had conceived, and mace 
me in effect reſolve to expe my deſtiny a while 
upon the banks of that River. The houſe I hadts- 
ken for my retreat was ſeated near it, well encvs 
built, and furniſh'd to make ſome Nay there without 
inconveniency, and far enough from the bigh wayt5s 
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or four hundred furlongs from this place, whom I by 
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"ot to be frequented with any company. The Ma- | 


ter of it proffer'd with a gre:t deal of freedom to 
4o me all the ſervice that lay in his power; and find- 
mo him £0 be a diſcreet, underitanding man, | re- 
vivd to make uſe of him to try it I could learn any 
news of Berenice. For this purpoſe having given 
him diretions and addreſſes to inform himſelf of 
whatl deſir'd, I ſent him to the City, but O gods, 
how forrowful was the news he brought me home ; 
ince by him I heard the rumour that was ſpread in 
Babylon of the death of the Princeſſes my ſiſters ! 
This was ſo heavy an addition to my grieie, that it 
was like to have preſſed medown into my grave, and 
though I ſtrove todifſemble itas well as | was able, 1 
could not poſſibly hinder my Land-lord from perceiv- 
ing that 1 was infinitely troubled at that news. I 
made the dolefulleſt lamentations in the worl4, when 
[was at liberty to utter them ; and accuſed my ſelf 
of meanne's of ſpirit, for having given my whole life 
apto my love, initead of be{towins part of it onthe 
relief I ow'd to thoſe poor Princefles. I vented a 
thouſand threats,and made a thouſand deſigns again{t 
their murtherers, an4 was yet in the viglcnce of theſe 
thoughts, having hardly drycd up my firit tears when 
[met the valiant Zyſmachw aſecond time by the 
Riverſide. He without doubt has told you the diſ- 
courſe that paſſed between us, and how ( juit as I 
was going to ask his name, after I had told him that 
mine was Arſcces ) it was interrupted by a Cavalier, 
who paſſing near us enquir'd the way to Babylon... It 
x very true ( ſaid Ly/inmachu then to Arſ.ces ) the 
coming of that {tranger depriv'd me of your com- 
pany, after it had cauſed in me an eſteem, or rather 
1nadmiration of you, which allI could ſay was not 
able to repreſent to Prince Oroondates, when I made 
him the relation of that encounter. That Cavalier 
(continued Arſaces ) who paſſed ſo ſuddenly by us, 
was Arſacomes, You may eaſily judge by what I 
have told you, that his image was alwayes preſent 
enough to my remembrance,. not to need any long 
time to know him, and that his ſight produced in 
me at the very fir{t, al] thoſe effets it was proba- 
ble it ſhould, The knowledge thereof oblig'd Ly- 
fmachus to pardon me the rudeneſs of my haſty de- 
parture, which would not ſuffer me to pay all the 
avilities that were due to him. I ran fo ſwiftly af- 
ter Arſacomes, that though he was already a great 
way off, I began to ſee him again when we were out 
of the wood; that ſecond ſight did ſo animate me, that 
my impatience doubled my horſes ſpeed, and at Jait 
lgot near enough to my enzmy.to make him hear 
my voice. Stay, ( crycd I ) ftay Arſacomes; theſe 
words which he heard after I had often repeated 
them cauſed him in the end to takeup a little,& look. 
ng back to ſcewho it was that called him by his name, 
ie beheld me with my ſword drawn, coming at him 
$ hard as ever I could drive, My action, and my 
threatning crycs made him know [ was his enemy, 
wiereforenot wanting courage he turn'd about, and 
expected me in the poſture of a man reſolv'd to de- 
ſend himſelf. He had a javelin in his right hand,which 
he lifted up into the air,and when I was within twenty 
paces of him, he raiſed himſelf upon his ſtirrups, 
and darted it at me with his utmoſt force, The 


blow miſſed mc, but ſtruck my horſe ſo violently 
n the head, that he fell ſtark dead between my 
legos. 1 diſengag'd my ſelf preſently from my 
lirrups, and leaving my horſe upon the ground, 
GOver'd my (elf with my ſhield, to end the combat 


. think upon ſome new reſolution. 
 Arſacomes had ask'd the way to Babylon, and I was 
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on foot ; but Arſacomes gave me not the leiſure ; 
and whether it were that he diſdain'd to fight with 
me upon advantage, or that he was call'd other where 
by preſling occaſions, as ſoon as he ſaw me fall, he 
turn'd about again, and gallop'd on his way at the 
ſame rate as he had done before, I remain'd in a vexa- 
tion hard to be imagined; and no longer having any 
means to' purſue my enemy, who rode away from 
me at liberty, I was ready to have vented all my 
deſpair upon my ſelf, Yet did I moderate my rape, 
by a reflection I made upon this encounter, for I 
believed with likelihood that I had cauſe to hope in 
the promiſe of the gods, and that Berenice was not 
far from thoſe parts, fince I had found Arſacomes 
there. This belief comforted me very much, and a 
while after I was confirm'd init by Cr:roz who came 
up tome at laſt, his horſe not having been ſo ſwift 
as mine, and his impatience not ſo violent. He was 
very much troubled to hear the accident that had be- 
fallenme, and having a lighted to give me his horſe, 
I would have gotten upon him to purſue my enem 

again, but I found him ſo ſpent, that loſt all hope 
of overtaking A: ſacomes, and was conſtrain'd to 
Iremembred that 


of opinion I might light upon him in that City, but 
Cr:1t0:.(whoſe prudence 1 had obſerv'd in all his aCti- 
\ ons )thought it not ſafe for meto g0 thither at that 
time, confidering the exact guard that was kept at 
the gates where paſſengers were ſearch'd, and exa- 
mi: ed whence th: y came, and what was their buſj- 
neſs, and where they did many things that would put 
me in very great hazard of being known, He re- 
preſented to me that it would be much more eaſe 
for him to inform himſelf in Babyloz concering what 
I defir?d,, than for me, who for fear of being diſ- 
cover'd, would be fain to keep itill within doors, 
Thcrefore by his advice, in which I found a great 
deal of reaſon, I with his horſe took my way back 
to the kouſe of our retreat, and he went on a-foot 
to the Town, which was but a little way off from 
whence he was to come home to me the next 
day, with all the news he could learn and 
w_ another horſe which I gave him charge to 
uy. 

Thus did I return to the place where I made 
my abode, and where l paſs'd the re{t of that day 
in diſcontents mingled with ſome glimpſe of hope ; 
but before it was night Criron came back with a 
brave horſe he had bought, and asking him the 
cauſe why he return'd ſooner than I expected. Sir 
( anſwer'd he |} before I came to the gates of 
Babylon 1 met Arſacomes, and which is more Sir, 
I met him with the Princeſs Berenice. Ah( crycd 
I ) what doeſt thou tell me, haſt thou found Be- 
renice? Yes Sir ( replicd he ) I found her in the 
arms of Arſacomes, who in ſpight of her reſiſtance, 
and in ſpight of all her cryes, carry'd her away 
before him , galloping back the ſame way we 
ſaw him go. O gods added I quite tranſported ) 
what a happy progreſs 1: this toward the accom- 
pliſhment of your promiſes ! If 1 had had a horſe 
( faid Criton ) I ſhould certainly have follow'd 
them, though I had been ſure to lofe my life, 
but being a-foot as I was, I could not poſſibly 
execute my deſires, for having preſently loft 
ſight of them, though Iran as faſt as Icould, after 
I had complained of my ill fortune, I thovght the 
beſt ſervice I could do you, would be to go on to 


the 
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the 3 own and buy a horſe for you as you had com- 
$247 e ME, | 
' his diſcourſe touch'd me as you may imagine, 
but it was with joy, which encoutaged me to be- 
fi-ve. Ioughtto hope for all things from the pro- 
miſe of the gods. I hardly would allow the night 
leiſure to paſs away, and as ſoon as ever it was break 
of day, mounting the horſe which Cr:roy had 
brought me, and which I found to be a very good 
one, I began afreſh to ſeek after my Princeſs. Yet 
would I not ſtir out of this Countrey, for fear of diſ- 
obeying the gods, whom began to find exact in 
the hopes they had given me, and whenl had ſpent 
the dayes-in my ſearch, I for the moſt part came 
back at night tomy uſual retreat. There is no Town 
hereabouts which I have not viſited, no Village, 
nor Houſe whoſe entrance was permitted me, where 
I have not been to look for my Princeſs ; but all my 
endeavours were unprofitable, and after having 
vainly ſought through all the Province, I thought at 
laſt to return to that Temp!e where the gods had 
promiſed me the return of my happineſs, and where 
1fI might be ſuffered, I meant to reproach them for 
having deceivd me. With this intention, Leing 
departed from a Village where l had lain, 1 left 34- 
bylon upon the right hand, and was hardly gotten 
twenty furlongs from it, when I ſaw a Chariot com- 
ing toward me, which fix horſes drew at a very great 
rate, The eſign I had of ſeeking my Princeſs every 
where, made me go near the ſide of it, where I ſaw 
a woman ina mans arms, who by her cries, and by all 
her actions. ſhew'd ſhe was carried away by force. 
My hopes were awaken'd in me by that ſight, but as 
ſoon as 1 beheld her face,and heard her voice,I knew 
it was not my Princeſs; though methought neither 
that face, nor voice was unknown to me. Yet was [ 
reſolv'd to ſuccour her whoſoever ſhe was, and to 
that end riding up to the Charioteer, I commanded 


him to ſtand. He made a difficulty to obey me, | 


but I brought the point of my javelin to hisface, and 
madehim know there was no ſafety for him but in o- 
bedience. In the mean time he that was in the Cha- 
riot, having obſerv'd my action, leapt nimbly out, 
and calling a man that carried his cask, gave him 
. charge to hold that Lady, if ſhe ſhould offer to get 
away, and making him alight from a gallant horſe 
he was upon, he threw himſelf into the Saddle with 
a great deal of agility ; he was no ſooner in his {tir- 
rups but coming toward me with a threatning action; 
Whoſoever thou art (cry'd he ) though thou wert 
Lyſimachus again, if thou oppoſeſt my intention, 
thou ſhalt be ſure to meer with death in thine. 1am 
not Lyſimachus ( anſwer'd I) but if thine intention 
be to carry away that Lady by force, mine ſhall e- 
ver be todefend her againſt thy violence. Thou muſt 
dye then, reply'd he, and with thoſe words flew 
upon me with a great deal of courage. Being he 
indeed was valiant, the combat laſted for ſometime 
without diſadvantage to either, but in the end, I 
was more fortunate than he, and after having ward- 
ed many blows he made at me, I gave him two or 
three wounds, which made him fall from his horſe 
unable to fight any longer. Then turn'd toward 
the Lady I had reſcued, and he that held her by his 
Maſters command, no ſooner ſaw me coming, but 
he let her go, and fled toward Babylovy. The wo- 
man preſently leaped out of the Chariot, and the 
Charioteer laſhing on his horſes toward the City, 
got a great way fromus ina little time, Scarce had 
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I alighted, and ſet my eyes upon that I a; 

but i obſerv'd all mr 9s of Cn ing 
my ſiſter, You may well enough conceive how area 
my amazement was at ſo unexpected an encounter . 
eſpecially there being a general rumour that ſhe waz 
dead. That belief, and her habir which was ver 

difterent from what ſhe was wont to wear, hindred 
me from giving credit to my eyes, but when by m 

action ſhe ſaw me expreſs my aſtoniſhment, Never 
doubt of it ( ſaid ſhe )I am Sratira, Iam the Wig. 
dow of Alexander the Great, Andl1fifter (cryed] 
quite tranſported) am Prince Arraxerxes your Bro. 
ther, and caſting my head-picce at her feet, Iranty 
ner with open Arms, and in her amazement whick 
made her incapable of reſiſtance, 1 gave her a thoy. 
ſand kiſſes, accompanied with tears which my eye 
beſtow'd on my affection. If the wonder that had 
ſeiz'd on me was great, you may well imagine that 
hers was without compariſon,(and that ſhe could nt 
ſee that brother again, whom we had lov'd fo well 
and whom ſhe had thought dead cight years before 
with a moderate aſtoniſhment. W hen ſhe was por 
looſe from my embraces, ſhe retired a ſtep or ty 
to conſidermy face,&could not believe but thatit wig 
my ghoit, ask'd me often if it were poſſible I ſhould 
be alive, and in ſhort did all thoſe actions, which 
you did your ſelf atour knowing one another, As 
ſoon as ſhe was'perſwaded that I was Arra-erxes in 
deed, ſhe calt away her doubts, to give her ſelf 9. 
ver to her afteCtion, and throwing her ſclf into mine 
arms with tranſported cryes, ſhe made me ſee that 


| neither time, nor the accidents of her life had at all 
* diminiſhed her former love. 


We continued a great while in a ſtrict embrace, 
without having power to bring forth a diſtin word, 
and when once we were able, we queſtion'd each 
other mutually concerning what we were ignorant of, 
How come you to be alive dear Brother? How 
.come you to be a'ive dear Siſter ? ſaid we both toge- 
ther; and anſwering both at the fame time, we be- 
gan a very confuſed diſcourſe, and ſo interrupted 
with endearments that we could tell one anther no- 
thing. Beſides my ſiſter believed that in the place 
where we were, we could not without danger et- 
gage our ſelvs in along converſation,ſo having prayd 
me to carry her from thence, ans to run if it wet 
poſſhble to the relief of Pariſartts, who was alive, 
and a prifoner, ſhe perſwaded me to get on hore 
back,and having ſet her bekiad me, we rode as ſhe 
defir'd along the River fide 

She would have queſtion'd me about my adver- 
tures, but I having told her that the relation of my 
life would require no leſs than a whole day, and that 
it were more neceſſary I ſhou'd learn ſomething 
her preſent condition, and of Pariſarzs, ſhe ina few 
words told me all that had happen'd to her fince &- 
lexanders death, the name of Perdiccas, with whom 
I had fought, and the eſtate in which ſhe had left Fx 
rifatis ; but ſhe ſaid nothing of Prince Oroconaates, 
whether it were that ſhe judg'd that remembrance 
faulty after the death of Alexander, or that ſhe 
meant to ſpeak of him more at large when ſhe had 
better leiſure, 

She had not qu'te ended her diſcourſe when we ſaw 
the Chariot coming, in which Pariſarzs was; you 
have heard the beginning of that which patled, and 
how having made Sratira alight that I might be fitter 
for the encounter, I was aſſaulted by half a ſcore 


horſmen who guarded theChariot,&that, while I was 
engagd 
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 24arong them, Statira, was taken again. I 
pi cry Sud when they put her into the Cha- 
riot, and would have run to help her if I could have 
had free paſſage : but the enemiesI had' upon me 
ftopt my way, and reduc'd me to a neceſſity rather 
of defending mY ſelf,; than of relieving my filters. 
Three of them lay already gnawing the earth, and 
the reſt began to find that though I wasalone, they 
ould obtain no eafie victory, In effect my 


frength was ſo redoubled by my anger, and by my 


ef for this laſt accident, that I quickly difpatch'd 
Mother,and by good fortune Criton who was return- 
ns from 2 place whither I had ſent -him, came in 
jut then to MY aſſiſtance, and he no ſooner knew me 
tutmaking uſe of policy toitrike a terror in my ene- 
nies; Courage Sir, (oryed he} you are reliev'd, 
[know not whether theſe words and the confidence 
wherewith they ſaw him fall upon them, made 
them believe he was follow'd by others, or whether 
their ſear of twqQ men alone produc'd that effect, 
hit however it were, the fierceneſs of my enemies 
egan to cool, and preſently after they turn'd their 
hacks leaving me the victory and the field ; but at 
the fame time my horſe fell dead of the wounds he 
hd receiv'd, and C7tor ſeeing five or fix without 
maſters, catch'd the beſt of them and brought him 
tome. Ino ſooner was upon his back but | ran af- 
ter the trace of the Chariot, which had: carry'd a- 
wythe Princeſſes, and had follow'd the vank of the 
River a while in that purſuit, when [| was {top*d by 
zconſfiderable encounter, and ſuch a one as I ought 
wellto remember, fince I {till bear the marks of it, 
and that ir coſt me more blood than I had loſt in all 
the reſt of my life. It was the encounter of You and 
Brrenice,Brother,I found You whenl leaſt expected 
tand Talſo found Ferenice,but in ſuch acondition as 
[ believ'd I could never have taken her. O gods ! 
yhat were my thouzhts when TI knew my Princeſs ! 
but O gods, what were my reſentments whenl ſaw 
her hanging about the neck, and kiſſing the face of a 
man in Ar/acomes's Armour ! I preſently believ'd 
that it was he, but knew not how to imagine my 
Princeſs ſhould be guilty of ſo horrible a lightneſs. 
lfood a while conſidering their actions, but when I 
ſay her continuo ſuch extraordinary kindneſles, as 
wuldnot have been pggdon'd if any body but a bro- 
ther had receiv'd them, 4 gave my ſelf over to a 
rage, which in appearance was but too lawfully 
grounded, You found the effects of it,dear Brother, 
#| felt thoſe of your matchleſs valour, which by a 
mwmber of very deep wounds made me fall upon 
the ground without ſenſe, or underſtanding. The 
Ondition I was reduc'd to(interrupted Prince Oroon- 
ares) was no better than yours, and if I had glory 
tfhare equally with you inthe event of our com- 
bit. lowe it to thoſe you had fought before, which 
Whout doubt could not have left ſo great a vigour 
slencountred in that laſt, in any other man but the 
nncible Arſaces. If my former combats (reply'd 
Arſaces ) had caus'd any wearineſs in me, the jea- 
uſe, or rather the fury wherewith I was tranſport- 
&, baniſh'd it in ſuch manner, and did ſo powerfully 
double my forces, that I never was freſher, norin 

ter condition to diſpute my pretenſions againit a- 
ly body elſe but Oroondates, In ſhort I was fallen 
Upon the ground, where Criron had me in his arms, 
Who that day did me his wonted ſervices, and who 
ter he had long tormented himſelf, about me,went 
vleck help,cither for my recovery or burial. When 
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he had gone a little way, he by good chance met a 


company of horſemen who were riding towards By- ' 


bylon, and having told them my misfortune ina few 
words,found ſome among them ſo generous as to be 
fenſible of it, and to offer him their aſſiſtance. They 
were the brave Selexcx,& certain horſemen that at- 
tended him, who no ſooner were come to the place 
where lay where I had died the earth about me 
red with my blood, but they were touch'd withcom- 
paſhon, and making me be takenup in ſome of their 
cloaks, they caus'd me to becarried to a poor mans 
houſe about ten or 12 furlongs from the place where 
we had fought. Selencizs was ſo careful as to have 
my cloathes pulPd off, and toſee my wounds himſelf; 
but he thought them ſo great, that he conceiv'd very . 
t1ttle hope of my recovery ; yet would he not leave 
me, knowing by many figns thatI was till alive, 
and therefore ſent away a man inſtantly to the City, 
to fetch Chirurgions with all poſſible ſpeed. -Before 
they came, having found ſomething in my face that 
made him deſirous to know who I was, he enquir'd 
of Criron, who thinking he ſhould thereby oblige 


| him to ſuccour me with the more affeftion, content- 


ed himſelf with concealing that I was Arraxerxes the 
ſon of Darizs, and told him T was that Arſaces who 
had conquer'd Arzbas, and gain'd ſome viRtories in 
Scythia, Selencus had heard of Arſaces, and of the 
firit things Ihad done in the King of Scythia's ſer- 
vice; whercfore being indeed vertuous himſelf, he 
was perſwaded by ſome report of vertue that had 
run to my advantage, and no ſooner knew thatI wag 
Arſaces, but inſtead of the compaſſion which had 
mov'd him to lend me that firit aſſiſtance; he 
thought himſelf oblig'd by all manner of conſidera- 
tions to neglect nothing for my ſafety, and expreſ- 
ſing a very great trouble for the eſtate he ſaw me in, 
he at the Chirurgeons coming promiſed them exceſ- 
five recompences if they could contribute any thing 
When they had ſearch'd my 
wounds, they ſaw ſmall hope of life, though accord- 
ing to what they ſaid, my loſs of blood was cauſe of 
their greateſt apprehenſions. Yet did they do their 
office very carefully, and employ d all their skill in 
dreſſing my hurts, and in fetching me to my ſenſes. 
Part of the night was paſs'd when I came to my ſelf 
again, but with very little memory and very little 
underitanding, and the day appear'd before I was 
able to diſcern any object, .or recall to mind any 
thing that had paſs'd. As ſoon asI began'to have a 


little knowledge I turn'd my eyes on every fide, 


and ſeeing Criton by me, Fask'd him wherel was, 
he rold me the truth ina few words, and preſently 
after, Selerncxz coming tome ; Courape (ſaid he) va- 
ant Arſaces, you have perſons about you who are 
very affectionate to your vertue, and who labour 
for your health as paſſionately as for their own, He 
ſaid no more,nor {taid any longer with me,for fear of 
oblizing me to anſwer him,and C7102 having onely 
told me that it was Selencrs, and entreated me not to 
ſpeak, went alfo out of the chamber with him,who 
was recall'd to Babz/on by very pr: ſing occafions, 
and who nevertheleſs would not go away, till he 
ſaw me in that degree of am:ndment, 

W hen they had left me alone, I was more accom- 
p:nied than I had been before ; youecalily gheſs that 
the remembrance of my laſt encounter came not in- 
tomy mind, without driving me into an extremity of 
grief, and that I could not call tomemory the con- 
ditionsI had found Bererice in, without falling into 

| ano- 
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another a thouſand times worſe then that, out of 
which the Chyrurgeons endeavour d to recover me 
by their aſſiſtance. 

O gods ! how ſhall I be able to expreſs my 
violent thoughts, or rather how will you ſupply the 
defect of my diſcourſe, by fancying part of them in 
your imagination ? | cannot repreſent them better to 


you brother then by your own; but yet my ſorrow 


warited one conſolation which you receiv'd in yours, 
for you could not believe Srarira to be inconſtant, 
without having your affliction counterbalanc'd by a 
joy at the aſſurance that Sratira was alive, Yes, Ire- 
membred that I had found Berenice, but I had found 
her ſo unworthy and ſo ſhamefully chang'd that I had 
ſeen her give my rival favours, the ſmalleſt part 
whereof had never been granted unto me. Iremem- 
bred likewiſe that I had fallen under the forces of my 
rival, and that remembrance made me doubt whe- 
ther it was 4r/acomes; he wore his arms, he was 
with Berenice, whom Arſacomes had carried away, 
and with whom Cr:07 had ſeen her a few dayes be- 
fore ; but I had found the valour of that enemy ſo dit- 
ferent from that of Ar/ſucowes, that | had much adoe 
to perſwade my ſelf it could be he, unleſs the Gods 
to compleat their anger againſt me, had ſoaugment- 
ed his ſtrength, to hinder the ſatisfa&tion my revenge 
might have given me. I remain'd uncertain what to 
believe, bur whether it were Arſacomes, or ſome 
new ſervant; I found ſo great cauſe of grief and of 
deſpair in that abominable change, that all I have told 
you hitherto of my former afflictions, had touch'd 
me but lightly in compariſon of this laſt. 1 could not 
fancy Bererice in the poſture I had ſeen her, holding 
a man in her arms, and kiſſing him with that mouth 
which had been ſo niggardly to me, even then when 
her fathers conſent might have authoriſed the per- 
miſſion of ſuch favours, without loſing that little rea- 
fon I had recovered; and then yielding to the rage 
that tranſported me, Ah ! light inconſtant woman 
(cry'd I ) by what horrid change haſt thou loſt there- 
membrance of what thou wert heretofore, and the 
remnants of that verture which made thee leave a lo- 
ver to put thy ſclf into the hands of thine enemies ? 
Ah ! if thou wert to give thy ſelf to Arſacomes, thou 
ſhould'd have done it when thou might'{t with leſs 
unworthineſs, and when thy infidelity might have 
been juſtified by the fathers command. Thy crime 
had beenleſs ſhameful by that pretence, and by the 
reproach of thy inconſtancy, thou might'it have a- 
voided that of thy diſobedience. 

After theſe words follow'd whole troops of cruel] 
thoughts, and my jealouſfic giving ſuch ſhapes to all 
things as were moſt ſuitable to.it, put conceits into 
my head, which I ſhould never have faln into if 1 
had been in my right minde. Ah! without doubt 
( faid I again ) thy infidelity is not ſo new a thing as 1 
believed ; that action of thine before /ſedon, was 
an effetof thy change, and not of thy vertue, nor 
would it thon ever have forſaken me, to caſt thy 
ſelf into the arms of that rival, from whence T had 
pull'd thee with the peril of my life, if the lover to 
Whom thou ran'ſt had not been dearer to thee then he 
whom thou forſookeſt. Thou haſt diſſembled fince 
by S:ratonice's counſel], to begin to accomodate thy 
ſelf to my fathers humour, and thy ſtealing away 
whereby I loſt all my fortune with thee, had not been 
ſo eaſily effected, if thou thy ſelf had'ſt not conſented 
to it; pardon me dear Princeſſe, ( purſued 4 ſaces 
turning toward Berenice) pardon me the injury I then 
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_ Part IV: 
did your vertue,and conſider then that conditiont 
reduc'd to, made me uncapable of any ſound 
reaſonable judgement, yet did I ftrive to repent a 
opinion, but could not do it without belying my 9. 
eyes, and accuſing them for having deluded ay 
that encounter. Perchance I may be deceiv'd( fy 
I )and my imagination prepoſſeſſed with the remen 
brance of Berenice, did ( it may be ) preſent fone 
other object to me inſtead of her. Ah! no ( cry 
I again immediately after ) I was not deceiy'q ur 
Berenice's features are too truly graven in my me. 
mory, to ſuffer me to be confer'd in the knowleg 
of her, 1 ſaw her but too plainly, and lookt but tos 
long upon her, to be in doubt whether it were ſheg; 
no. 'Tis ſhe, and ſhe is now inthe arms of my rizx 
and of my conquerour, and if fortune has dealt any 
better with him then with me, they now rejoyce 
together at the Victory he has obtain'd. In thi 
thought ſeeing Cr3roz who was come to my bed-ſide 
again, I commanded him to relate the true ifſhe of 
our combat, to tell me in what condition I had lef 
my enemy, and what became of Berenice, Si 
( ſaid he ) I muſt confeſle that the diſtance, the troy. 
ble I was in during your Combat, and a vail ſhe had 
put down over her face, hindred me from knowing 
it was the Princes ; but the woman that was preſent 
while you fought, no ſooner ſaw your encmy fall 
( who ſunk from his Horſe at the ſame time with you, 
either dead, or in the ſame caſe you were ) but ſhe 
ran inſtantly to him, with cries that came unto my 
ears as far as | was off ; and ſhe ſtill was making la. 
mentations over him, when 1 went from you to ſeek 
for help, but at my return we neither found her, nor 
the body of your enemy. This account of Criton 
wrought two different effects upon me, for though 
it confirm'd my Princeſſes infidelity, it comforted 
me in the belicf that I had ſlain my enemy, or at 
leaſt that he had not gotten an cntire victory, Then 
I turned over-a thouſand ſeveral reſolutions in my 
minde, and though they tended all toward death, yet 
the laſt upon which I ix'd was, that if it pleaſed the 
Gods ſhould eſcape my wounds, I would neverdye 
without being-aſſur'd of my revenge, or without f- 
niſhing it by a another combat, and moreover thatl 
would never dye but before the eyes of the ingratefl 
Berenice, The Princefſe who had often bluſh'ddur- 
ing Ar/ces his diſcourſe, could no longer forbearto 
interrupt him. Ah! Arſaces, ( faid ſhe ) howin- 
grateful were you your ſelf, in thoſe cruel thougits 
you had of me, certainly my -humour ſtiould have 
been well enough known to you, to make yoube- 
lieve that no body but my brother ought ever to hope 
for thoſeAkindnefſes from me, which cauſed you 
jealouſie, If I had had any other witneſſes but nj 
own eyes, ( reply'd Arſaces ) I ſhould never have 
given credit to them; but in ſhort I my ſelf had 
ſeen that that was as bad to me as death, and | was 
then ſo unfortunate that the truth of this adventure 
never came into my thoughts. 

I rather believed that my dear Brother was 00 
longer in the world, ſince in ſo great a revolution 
of my ſiſters affairs, we had not heard the leal 
news of him, ſince upon that of her deth wheel 
he was much more concern'd then any body elle, it 
had neither appear'd to relieve, nor to revenge th 
and ſince my fitter who it was likely would beſt hae 


known it if he had been in this countrey, had notfa 


one word to me concerning him. This opinion 0 


your death, dear Brother, which by little and little 
e ſettled 
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fertled it ſelfin mY thoughts, was cauſe of many of 
hoſe things that have happened to me fince,and con- 
Frm'd me 1n the deſign I have to dye,as ſoon as I was 
rertain of my revenge, and as ſoon as I had poured 
hoſe reproaches into the ears of berenice, which I 
ught due to her infidelity, The deſire of prolong- 
ins my life till 1 could find occaſion to loſe it in her 
ſence made me ſuffer the help that was given me, 
and afſilt toward my recovery as much as they about 
me deſired. Seleucrs who intercited himſelf in it 
very cordially, came back ro me the ſame day, and 
when once I was In a condition to thank him for his 
are, I endeavoured to let him ſee he took it not of a 
ron that would ever become unworthy thereof by 
his ingratitude. : ; 
The Chirurgions could not yet ſettle any certain 
julgement about my cure, but they found I was ſo 
conveniently in that little houſe, and in a ſcurvy 
chamber where I was almoſt ſuffocated with the ex- 
eſive heat of the ſcaſon, that though there were dan- 
Xin removing me, they believed there was more 
inletting me continue in that place. Selencus, whoſe 
urgent occaſions call'd him perpetually to Baby.on,8& 
who nevertheleſs could have beenglad not to be from 
me, conſented willingly to the propoſition of carry- 
ing me thither, and | had given my ſelf up ſo wholly 
to be ordered by them, that I did not ſo much as en- 
quire wiat they meant to do with me. I knew not 
whether it was to Baylon, or to ſome other place 
that they intended to remove me, but though I had 
known I had preſerv'd ſo littie care ofmy affairs,and 
of all other thoughts but thoſe my jealouſic inſpir'd 
mewith, that I ſhould never have oppoſed them, 1 
therefore ſuffered them the fourth day to put on my 
dothes,andlay me in a li:ter to carry me to the town, 
whither Se/er:c:25 going along with me himſelf, made 
mebe brought to his own houſe, where I was very 
bravely Iodg'd and more commodiouſly attended, It 
ſurpriſed me a little to ſee I was in 3aby/or,, but as 1 
have already told you, my deſpair ſwallowed up all 
my former fears of being known, andI judg'd, that 
happen to me what would, my condition could not 
be worſe than it was ſince Berenice's infidelity, Yet 
ddlenJeavour to free my ſelf from receiving many 
viſits, and to that end, having made that requeſt to 
Selencrs, he promiſed I ſhould be ſeen but by very 
kw, The condition 1 was in, hindred me from ſee- 
ngall the preparations that were made for defence 
22ainlt thoſe forces of yours that began to appear, 
ad Selenou, who by reaſon of Perdiccas his wounds 
bore the greateſt weight of thoſe affairs, knowing 
my weakneſs made me unfit for that entertainment, 
alk nothing of it to me,but when by occaſion of dif. 
wurſe he could not avoid it. 
&r{tood by what I heard him ſay, and by what C7: 
told me, that the Princes Lyſimachus, Ptolomens, 
ndtheir companions, had form'd a party againit 
Prrdiceas and his, for the intereſts of the Princeſſes 
my ſiſters, either dead, or captives, and the jultice 
[undin your quarrel, made me ſorry I was ob- 
lg'dto Selexcs, ſince he was engag'd among your 
enemies | 
Yer did I ſtick but lightly upon thoſe conſiderati- 
Ns,for a more powerful grief had made me incapable 
taking an interelt in any thing, which concern'd not 
the cauſe of my deſpair ; I continued certain dayes 
Vithout other thouchrs ſave thoſe of my revenge, and 
ofdeath,the danger whereof according to the Chirur- 
$008 opinion, was not yet quite over, and per- 


CASSANDRA 


| 


| 441 
chance I ſhould not have admitted any thar could 
have oblig'd me to joyn with either ſidc if I had been 
fit for ſervice, but for a thing that happen'd to me a- 
bout that time. | had ſent Criron tothe place where 
I had fought to enquire after Berenice, and my ene- 
my, and to endeavour to learn ſomething that might 
inform me what was become of them ; but at his re- 
turn with the remedy for my wounds,he brought me 
news which awaken'd my intereſts powerfully e- 
nough, to make me neglect thoſe of our family, to 
mingle mine with theſe of Seleucxs. Criton carne 
back to me, Brother, with the herb you had given him 
for my cure, told me what had befallen him in your 
Camp, delivered your generous meſſage, ſhew'd 
me the preſent you had ſent me, and aſſured me that 
you were not Arſacomes, This encounter made me 
fall into a confuſion of thoughts, and into an aftoniſh- 
ment hard to be deſcrib'd, and though I was glad to 
hear my enemy was ina place where could meet 
him, and where we might have opportunity to end 
our quarrel, it was a great diſcontent to me to know 
thatby the greatneſs of my wounds, I ſhould not of 
along time and perhaps never, bein a condition to 
fight with him again ; or that I muſt be fain to be 
beholding to my enemy for the healing of them. Se- 
leucns was preſent at Critons coming 1n, and at the 
account he gave me, and after having admir'd your 
Senerolity, he knew the herb you ſent me, and con- 
tirm'd the truth of the ſtory of Prolomerus. He with 
a great deal of joy perſwaded me to apply it to my 
wounds, but the repugnance I had to receive my 
health from the hands of my cruel enemy, made me 
for a long time oppoſe his deſires, and perhaps I 
ſhoul4 never have conſented, if 1 had not thought my 
Rival might attrivute that refuſal of his aſſiſtance, to' 
a fear of coming to fight with him again, I judg'd 
moreover that that obligation, did not engage me to _ 
any peace with him, ſince he had no other intention 
in obliging me, than that of finiſhing with his hand, 
what my wounds perhaps were too flow in effeting, 
and that our hatred being founded upon the poſſeſſion 
of ZBe-enice, and not upon any flight formality, it 
could end no other way but by the death of one of 
us. 
Theſe conſiderations made me reſolve to uſt the 
preſent he ſene me, and turning toward Selexcus who 
preſſed me to it very earneſtly : Yes Seleucxs (ſaid 
I) from whence ſoever | receive my cure, I accept 
of it to ſerve you, and to acquit my ſelf of my obli- 
gationsto you, Tle fight on your ſideifT can recover 
my i{trength, and though in my opinion you have not” 
the juſteit cauſe, the remembrance of what I owe to 
you, and the deſire of taking revenge upon my cne- 


xpreſſed an exceſſive joy when he heard me ſay ſo, 
and taking me by the hand, which I put forth to him 
with much affection. We have conquered, valiant 
Arſaces (ſaid he) ſince you ſay youll fight for us, 
and you are too accuſtomed to victery, to Jet us 
fear an ill ſucceſs of tl:js war while youare of our par- 
ty. Ifthere beany injuſtice in our quarrel, I pro- 
teitto you tis more than I know of, and that I am 
engaged in it onely by my friendſhip to Pediccas, 
whom I have ever known too vertuous, to be ſuſl- 
pected of thoſe crimes whereof his enemies accuſe 


Yet thus much I un- | my makes me paſs over that conſideration, Selecrs 


im, 
When he had ſaid theſe words, he cauſed that ſo- 
verzign Herb to be made ready, but preſently after 
he beg:n to doubt whether I might ſa/ely uſe it. and 
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whether Iought not to ſuſpect ſome foul play inan 
Enemies preſent. The knowledge he gaveme of his 
fear wrought no effect upon me, but haſtening the 
Chirurgeons to apply that remedy: My cnemy 1s 
too gallant (ſaid I) to be ſuſpected of ſuch a baſe- 
neſs,and if you had ſeen how he maintains his intereſts 
with his ſword, you would not believe he had any 
need of poiſon, or that the uſe of it were known to 
him. Onthis manner did I accept the preſent you 
ſent me, and made no difficulty to receive my life 
from you,that I might be able to imploy it once more 
- tothe deſtruction of yours. I confeſs my reſoluti- 
on was ſomething ſtrange in the choice of that par- 
ty; and though I knew that I ow'd my life perhaps 


to Selexcus, and that he continued to engage me fur- _ 
ther by all kind of teſtimonies of his affection, that "F- 


reſpect was not {ſtrong enough to make me take up 
armes for men who probably were the enemies of 
our houſe, and the memory of what I ow'd to my 
own blood, and to the friendſhip of perſons ſo near 
me, was powerfull enough to counterbalance my ob- 
ligations to Selexcus ; but my enraged paſlion, ſtifled 
all remembrances, to thruſt me headlong to my re- 
venge, and living for no other end but to dye in the 
preſence of Berenice, after I had firſt made an end of 
him, who had ſo unjuſtly rob'd me of her, I ſhut my 
eyes againſt whatſoever reaſon and nature could re- 
preſent. Letall periſh (ſaid 1) if the gods ordain it 
ſo, ſince Berenice is falſe, and ſince 1 muſt no longer 
hope for that fortune, whereby I have ſurviv'd the 
ruine of our houſe, what is't te me if it be utterly de- 
ſtroyed, and why ſhould I any more be concerned $ 
at any thing in the world, where I am detained by 
nothing elſe but my deſire of revenge ? They on 
both ſides are equally my enemies, fince they havee- 
quallyendeavoured the deftructionof our family,and 
they equally poſſeſs the Dominions that were ours ; 
and if I ought to put any difference between them, 
the obligation I haveto Selexucus, ought to make it 
wholly in favour of his party, Yet do I neitfer 
fight for Seleucus, nor for Perdiccas, againit Prolo- 
met and againſt Lyſrmachns, butamong the enemies 
of Seleucus, and Perdiccas | ſeek mine own moſt 
cruell, and irreconcileable enemy. If the gods per- 
mit thatT may kill him, Ple ceaſeto offend my fami- 
ly, by ceaſing to out live him, andif I periſh by his 
- hand, the end of my faults, and the end of my mis- 
» ppt pon both be joyn'd tugether in that of my 
life. 


Beſides theſe thoughts which were inſpired unto me . 


by my deſpair, refletedas much as it would ſuffer 
me, upon many things that confirmed me in the de- 
fign offerving the party, contrary to that of my e- 
nemy; and though I had very juſt cauſes of reſent- 
ment againſt Roxana, I ſmother'd part of thoſe T had 
apainſt Perdiccas, and could not remember that his 
ove had thruſt him upon actions that were diſplea- 
ſing to the Queen my lifter, without remembring al- 
ſothat both ſhe and Par:ſaris, were indebted to him 
for their lives, and that but for the aſh{tance he had 
given them, 1 ſhould have been the only perſon re- 
maining of the blood of Darizs.MoreoverI believed 
thatthe lgve which he and his brother bore myſiſters, 
would efige them ſtill intheir defence,and that ifthey 
were at that time in their hands, they were ſafer 
there' againſt Roxana's hatred, than in any other 
retreat whatſoever. I communicated none of theſe 
thoughts'to Selexews, though his vertue might have 


givenme a great deg of confidence in him,not think- 
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ing it convenient, for the little time I had reſolveg! 

live, and in the condition I then was, to make zh 
further diſcovery of my ſelf, I ſaid not a word t 

him of my combate againſt Perdiccas, nor of tha 
I knew of the Princeſſes being alive, whom for r 
your declaration every body believed dead, or at 
leaſt feign'd to believe ſo. Perdiccas had never {zen 
my face, and though we have often met and talked 
together ſince, heitill continued ignorant that] ever 
had any encounter with him. Yet you calily img. 
Sine that ſo were Roxana and him, and in the mid{} 
of ſo many men, whom their intereſt was ſure tg 
make my enemies, I could not be without a great 
deal of danger, but you alſo know, that as | car 


Dur little for my lite, I took but little care of its on: 


Furs. Yet didI deſire ( aiming at nothing leſ 


than my ſafety ) to avoid the ſight of Roxana, and 
of all others that could know me ; and Selexcw gf 
whom I daily requeſted that favour being willing tg 
ſatisfie me, ordered the matter ſo that I was viſited 
by none but his particular friends, The report te. 
vertheleſs of my lying wounded atSelexcs his houſe 
began to ſpread about the Town, and that ſmall te 
putation Ihad gain'd, was the cauſe that many hadz 
mind to ſee me. Roxana her ſelf, who out of cy. 
ning, flatters thoſe with great civility, whom ſte 
has a deſire to engage in her party, had oftentimes x 
thought to viſit me ; but Seleucxs at my carneſ} in. 
treaty diſſwaded her from it, ſaying I was not yet 
ſo well, asto receive her viſits without inconvenien. 
Cy. 
In the mean time, Brother, your Medicine had 
wrought its uſual effect upon me, and within ten or 
twelve days after the applying that Herb, 1 was wel 
cnough to leave my bed. Perdiccas who was cured 
almoit about that time, was the fir{t that viſited me, 
and came into my chamber with Selexcus, Alcera, 
and Cafſander, and ſome other of the moſt corſide- 
derable among them. He entertained. me with the 
civilleſt and moſt obliging diſcourſes in the werld, 
and told me that my reputation had come to the ears 
of Alexander, and hadnot onely gain'd me the e- 
ſteem of that great King, but of all vertuous per 
ſons whatſoever, that he received the aſſiſtance | 
made him hope for, as the chiefeſt ſtep tp victory, 
that he would reſign me allthe authority he held 6 
ver thoſe of his party, and that there was none + 
mong them who would not voluntzrily ſubmittome, 
I anſwered that exceſs of civility, with all that T had 
left in the forrowful condition of my heart, and 
ſur'd himin a few words, that I would ſerve hin 
without any command, and without other ambition 
than that of fighting by Seleucas his ſide. After thit 
viſit I received many others from him, but as ſoonss 
the forces were come up, finding my ſelf able to 
leave my chamber, I pray'd Seleucus I might goat 
of the Town to encamp with them, and to lyeinhis 
tent, which with thoſe of the other Princes, were 


| pitch'dalong the bank of the Exphrares.There I paſsd 


many tedious dayes, or rather many wearyſome 
nights, fince my ſoul was nothing but in darknels 
or at the beſt enlightned onely by ſome hope of te 
venge. Criton who had already told me, that MF 
enemy was not Arſacomes, confirm'd it to me aftet 
he had ſeen him again with Clirophon, when be 
carried him thanks for the favour he had done 
me, and I was already perſwaded of it, by 
the tryal 1 had made of his forces, and Þ) 
the admirable generoſity of that Rival, who 

in 
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:n all his actions methought was very different from 
Arſacomes 3 Yet though I doubted not of what C4- 
- on ſaid, 1 knew not what to believe, when the re- 
port came into our Camp, that a Scyzb1an Prince 
nam'd Arſacomes, Was with our cnemics, and very 
much conſider'd among them. This news, which 
came to us many ſeveral wayes, put me at hr{t into 
feat diſquiets, to learn the truth of it; but in the 
2nd 1 baniſh'd them all, {ticking cloſe ro my former 
reſolutions. Let him be Arſacoz:es (fudT) or let 
him be a ſtranger, *tis ſtill he that takes Berenrce 
fom me, and he whom I ought to proſecute to 
death. Inthe perſon of A-ſucomes I ſhall kill my an- 
cient enemy, and in that of a {tranger I ſhall puniſh 
the cruel man, who unjultly robs me of what he 
has not purchaſed by his blood and ſervices as [ 
hve donc,and who makes Bererzcea thouſand times 
more faulty by ſuch ahorrible lightneſs than it ſhe hag 
ven her ſelf to Arſucomes, who has lov'd ind ſerv'd 
her many years. Theſe were my thoughts tiil the 
tine of my conference with Lyſtmachus, the day be- 
frethe battel. Selencas had told me the Hiſtory of 
that Prince,and beſides the eſteem which was cauſed 
in me by the recital of his gallant actions, the affecti- 
onhe had teltjied to my filter, and to all our family, 
made me value him exceedingly ; but when I found 
by his letter that it was he with whom I had contra- 
ed a ſtiendſhip at the Temple of Apollo, and after- 
ward by the river-ſ{ide, I received the occaſion of ſee- 
ng him with all the joy I coul4 then be capable of ; 
you from him have heard what paſſed between us, 
and how our converſation was interrupted, and from 
me you ſhall hear, that after we parted, the remem- 
brance of his words put me again into my former 
confuſion, and I could not call to mind what he had 
fidofthe long ſervices my rival had done my Prin- 
ceſs, without believing it was Ar/acomes. The laſt 
ations ( ſaid I to my ſelf ) which I did in Scythia, 
till which my paſſion was never openly declared, 
were done too lately to be come to the knowledge 
of Lyſ{machus, and Arſacomes his paſhon which has 
beendiſcover*d theſe ſeven or cight years, can be un- 
known to no body but thoſe that know not him, *tis 
Arſacomes without doubt. Criton has forgotten his 
features? or elſe his face is altcr'd by his wounds, or 
by ſome other accident, and with his face, the gods to 
nine me, haveThang'd his forces, and his courage. 
Tiscertainly this advantageous change, that has alſo 
Chang'd Berenrce, and this new gallantry, may have 
obtain'd that of her, which he never could have done 
by his ordinary qualities.” , With diſcourſes and 
thoughts of this nature, I impatiently waited for the 
next day, wherein I hoped to make my revenge fa- 
mousto eternity ; but being I ſought for nothing but 
tomeet my enemy, I would needs have fought as a 
private man,and 'twas almoit by force that Seleuczs 
prevail'd with me,to ſhare with him inthe command 
ofthoſe troops he wasto lead.l will notſay any thing 
toyou of that bloody day, wherein after I had long 
ſought the ſuppoſed Ar/acomes, I met him,but tomy 
loſs and to my confuſion; yet you may gheſs by 
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what I have told you,and by what attempted, with 
bow great an extremity of anger and affliction I 
have been tormented fince. Whenl knew that the 
gods had fav'd my enemy from my revenge that ſe- 
cond time, I was ready to have turn'd all the effects 
of my deſpair, agcainit my ſelf, and *twas with all the 
difficulty in the world, that Selexc:z got me to ſuffer 
the drefling of ſome light hurts I had received.From 
my firlt traaſports1 fell into new deſigns, and began 
to condemn the wayes I had taken for my revenge. 
The injuitice of the fide I was of, was more known 
to me than it had been before, and when 1 heard that 
Prince O-vyarrtes myUncle.and all thoſe that lov'd the 
memory of D4riu4,were of your party,and that your 
intention appear'd to me to be ſuch as you had decla- 
red in your manifeſts, I with remorſe perceived that 
my pait:on had made me criminal, and ingratefu!,and 
tat my fault was too odious to the gods, to hope. 
they would cver grant me the revenge I aim'd at,and 
in which | had bounded my utmoſt deſires. Figbe 
no more againſt thy friends, ingrateful Artaxerxes 
(ſaid I) and grve not that advantage ro thine enemy, 
to ſerve thy houſe, while thou art favouring its ene- 
mies. The choice he has mad: of that party, ought 
to makg thee bluſh for ſhame, andif he be worthy of 
thy batred, by wrongs that are more conſiderable thar 
the ſervices he does thy friends, ſet thy ſelf againſt his 
pe: ſon alone, without fighting ſtill againſt thy near -- 
c/t kindred, and againſt thoſe that bave t aken armcs 
for the remainders of thy family.Go and diſpatch bim 
ia his tent.fince without crime thou canſt not ſtay here 
till a ſecond Battel, and that thy impatiency will not 
yield to jolong a delay;rerbaps the gods may ſuffer thee 
to effett what thou haſt reſolu*'d, and if they have de- 
cred that than muſt fall, thy death will be more to thy 
advantage that way, than if thou ſhouldſt receive 1t 
at the head of the enemies of thy houſe, from the 
hands of Oxyartes, or of ſome other Prince of thiae 
own blood, This deſign was put in execution, and 
the nxt day without thinking ſo much as upon Cr:- 
ron(ſo far had my fury blinded me)while he was gone 
to ſome other part of the Camp, I put on my arms, 
got on hor!ſe-back, and being fully reſolv'd to be kil- 
led, or kill my rival, Ileft our camp, and advanc'd 
directly toward yours. There was little probabili- . 
ty I could effect that enterpriſe, butthe regard I had 
of life, was a great deal leſs, and equally deſiring my 
deathand my revenge, Iranto both with a like pre- 
cipitation. 

I ſhall not need to tell you any more (continued 
Arſaces) ſince yon are not ignorant of the reſt, and 
that you know as well as |,the admirable change that 
has happen'd in my fortune. Where I ſought my 
cruel enemy, I met my deareſt Brother ; where I 
ſought a faithleſs Berenice, | found Lerenice 1till con- 
ſtant and {till full of goodneſs, to pardon me the in- - 
juries | have done her; and in ſhort, where | fought 
my death, | found my life, but a life happy beyond 
all my hopes, and a life that makes me bleſs all my 
paſt afflictions, ſince I ſee them brought to fo ſweet, 
ſo glorious a concluſion, 
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P—x—< Hus did the Prince finith his long narrati- | 
L on, and his iliuitrious hearers;at the rect- | 
wo tal of his inurvellous actions, remain'd 
SB © jnan a{rontthment,which for a long time 


they could not evpre's otherwiſe then by their fi- 
lence. 
it had been mutually to ask what judgement Ar/- 


They lookt a while upon one another, as it 


ces was to expect of thoſe his wonders, ard 1n the | 


end they broke forth altogether into an admiration | 


of that Prince's whole life, and of all his particular 
ations, extolling them with praiſes which his mo- 
delty could not ſuffer, Yet was he conſtraincd to let 
paſs the firſt motions of thoſe generous perſons, who 
could not hold their peace having fo great, and ſo 
gallanta ſubject to diſcourſe of. After that confuſi- 
on was a little over, and that a fingle body could be 
heard ; the greatneſs oftheſe actions (faid Oroorda- 


tes) which the Prince my Brother hath related, has 


not at all ſurprized me; for though perchance 
they are above all that the vertue of any man, with- 
out the help of fortune hath ever executed, yct are 
they not above the opinion I had conceived of Prince 
Artaxerxes, The gods have reitored him to me 
(purſued he giving that Prince molt afteCtionate em- 
braces ) and inreſtoring him contrary to my hopes 
they have made known to. men, what exact obſcr- 
vers they are of their promiſes. The words of that 
Oracle, which we thought tobe ſo obſcure, arc now 
ſufficiently explain'd, and in onr latter actions we 
cannot be ignorant ; that THE DEAD have BUILT 
THE FORTUNE OF THE LIVING, and that 


THE, LIVING have labourcd for the REPOSE. 


OF THE DEAD. While Oroondares LIVING 
defended Berenice againi{t the violence of 4rſaco- 
mes, and deliver'd he out of his hands, to reſtore 
her into thoſe of Prince Artaxerxes; Artaxerxes 


DEAD in the opinion of the world, fought alſo for 


Oroondates, and by the effects of his uſuall valour, 
freed the Queen his ſiſter out of the power of Per- 
diccas. As the providence of the gods in this en- 
counter is wonderful ; ſo is the conjuncture of it 
likewiſe very ſtrange, and by this happy beginning, 
I from the ſame gods, and from this DEAD Prince 
they have raiſed again, expect the end of that felici- 
ty they have promiſed us, withan undoubting confi- 


{ 


dence. They that heard Croondates his words, if 
ter they had xepthim company in admiring ſoextn. 
ordinary an event, confirm d him in his opinion and 
were going to fall into a converſation, for which 
they wanted not matter, when Az/cces to whom 
Bercices adventures were uni:;nown, and who was 
t.Crcin too much concerned to be ignorant of them 
any longer, defircd her to favour him with thatrel- 
tion, and in that defire he did but prevent Oroonds 
ecs, who knew no more of them then he, and ob- 
Iiged the company who long'd extreamly to hear the 
Iait accizent of that Princeſſes life. She {aid not to 
be any longer entreated, but after having thought a 
wile upon what ſhe had to fay, began to fatisfic their 
expectations thus, | 


Ls 


The Contunuation of the 
i{tory of Berenice. 


ST? e whole day has been ſpent in Prince Artax- 
erxes his ſtory, but mine ſhall be ſo ſhot, 

that *tis not the length of it will make it tedious to 
ou. 

I ſhall not need to tell you it was Arſacomes that 
carried me away, ſince you are certain enough 6 
that truth already, I will onely let you know, thatl 
had paſſed part of that fatal night, in which he exe: 


cuted his perfidious refolution, with Arſaces, Prince | 


Carthaſis my uncle, and many other perſons, and 


| that aſter all were retired to their ſeveral lodgings 


1 inſtead of going to bed, ingag'd my ſelf in a long 
diſcourſe, wherein, though Cyilen;4 often deſired 
me to go to bed, we ſpent two-or three hours; it 
ſeem'd my evilldeſtiny had ſo ordain'd, to give my 


enemies the more facility to execute their deſign, 0 
'my good fortune to hinder me from falling into thelf 


hands in an undecent manner. Our converſation it 

laſt wasat an end, and we were beginning to undreb 

us to goto bed, when Iſaw my chamber door thr 
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open, and ſeven or eight armed men come in, You 
may well enough imagine 10 what a tear I was, with- 
gut my going about to repreſent it, therefore 1 will 
enely tell you tnat it was fo great as it deprived we 
of all mY ſtrengtn, and that } ſw my ſcif in a mans 
arms, without being avle to refiit him, and almot 
without having the contidence to call Theomirts, od 
Cylienta to my relief. Yet did I ſend forth loud 
cryes , when they took me out of my chamber, 
which drew ſome of my ſervants, who in.tead of re- 
ſcuins MC, found their death in tne ſwords of thoſe 
harbarous men, ' They carryed me down the back 
fairs, croTed through the garcen, and being got 
out at the hole they had made 1n the wall, they put 
me by force into a cliarict, in which was itzyed 
for by two men, and a woman, and no ſounzr was 
Init, but three of thoſe raviihers placins them- 
flves by me, the reit got on norſcback, ana the ci13- 
rioteer ſaſhing is hortes, drove away as fa!t as po- 
ſſþly he could, Ither feil preſently in a ſwounZd, a: 

one of greater courate then I might have done, and 
continued ſo Ions 1a it, that we were above three 
hundred fur:on3s from 1f/-45z before I c1me to my 
e|fagain. I open's not mine eyes to recover ight,the 
night was too full of darkneſs toatford any to a per- 
ſon blinded with grief, but I recover'd my under- 
fanding to Know the miſerable condition I then was 
in, and 1 0p.n'd my moutn to give my felt over to 
ſuch crycs and fuch complaints, as it was lixcly I 
ſhould mae in fuck a misfortune, Idid all I could 


tothrow my ſz1t out of the Chariot, butT was held | 


by very ftrong men, wio heard all my cryes, and 
al my imprecations without giving me any anſwer, 
nor did L hear any other voice, ſave that of the wo- 
man who was in the Chariot with me, and who en- 
deavour'd to comfort me by diſcourſes, to. which | 
ſentno manner of attention, 

Inthe mean time the Chariot went on with an in- 
credible ſwiftneſs, and at break of day we came to 
aplace wiere they took freſh horſes. fr/ucomes 
during the time he had to prepare for his deſign, had 
been careful to make them bz laid at every thre: hun- 
dred furlongs through all the way he meant to go, 
julgins it requiſite to uſe all poſſible ſpeed, to ef 
cape.thoſe that would be ſent in purſuit of him. He 
had alſo furniſh”'d himſelf with very skilful guides, 
and ſuch as were well acquainted with all the by- 
wayes, through which they led him, hardly ever 
coming into any inhabited place; you know that's 
avery caſte thing in Scyr//4 where the way lies open 
over all the field, and wherc there 15 neither ditch 
bor wall to hinder one. The freſh horſes expected 
our paſſage in woods, or in by-houſes known to our 
gudes,and by this order which was obſcrv'd throuzh 
al our journey, Arſzcomes found as much facility 
3 he could with to get to Byz.cnrinm, whither he in- 
tended to retreat, and whither he had ſent a man to 
lire protection, kno wing he could mike no aboJe, 
nor find any ſafery in any of my fathers territories. 
This knowledge had made him reſolve to retire a- 
mong the enemies of Scythia, and he had perſwad- 
edthe Licutenant of Thrace, Zopirio'sſuccellor,to re- 
ceveand protect him, having promiſed to.raiſe a par- 
tym Scyr24a,that might be powerful enough to take 
revenge for the defeat of his predeceſſor. I have 
tiought fit to inform you of theſe things in a few 
words, before I tell the beginning of my voyage,and 
mwl will let you know.that after the reit of that firit 
wht was pait, Lby the light of the approaching day 
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perceived my ſelf in 4rſacomes's arms, and knew the 
face*of my cneiny who till then had not diſcover'd 
himſelf, nor had ever open'd his mouth to interrupt 
the IamentationsI had made, Tlearn'd nothing by 
that ſight, which was not known tome already by all 
manncr of probability ; yet could I not forbear to 
break into a greater ſorrow then before and my a- 
verſion to that inſolent man, being cncreaſed as you 
may imagine by this laſt offence, made his preſcnce 
inſupportable to me. Another woman tranſported 
as] was, would have own immediately at his face, 
and wouli have employ'd her hands, and all the 
arms that nature hat given us, to take revenge up- 
on ſo cruei} an eaemy, cr elſe to exaſperate his an- 
ger; but I amnot of ſo violet a nature, and therefore 
left that onely to my cries and tears, which I could 
not hope for from my forces. Traytour, ( faid I, 
buriting forth into tears ) Traytour to thy King, to 
thy Countrey, and to thine honour, 1s it thus thou 
uſelt the daughter of thy Sovereisn ? anda Princeſs 
to whom thou didit profeſs thy ſcIfty'd Ly other du- 
!12s then thoſe of her birth ? are theſe the brave ef- 
fects of that paſhon, which had mace thee not to 


J . 


know thy ſelf, and of t::ar love, which raifed thy pre- 


ſumptuous thoughts ſo high ? Ts it poſſible it ſhould 
make thee {toop to ſo black,ſo ſhametul a treachery ? 
do:{t thou think this infidelity to thy King, and roa 
Kins who h1s ſoparticularly oblig'd thee can remain 
unpuniſhed ? An4 can't thuu believe thou ſhalt eſcape 
tte jutice of the Gods, though thou ſave thy ſelf 
from that of mcn ? | ſaid a great deal more to him, 
and powred forth reproaches which he hearkened to 
without in:erruptins me; But when | was a little 
ſcttled, or at leait when bcins tyr'd with long ſpeak- 
ins, and tormentins my ſelf, I was conftrain'd to 

hold my peace and take breath; Madam, ( ſaid he) 
I ſhould find agreat deal of juitice in your reproaches, 
an4 ſhould condemn this laft action of mine if I had 
done it in T leſs extreamity then that you had reduc'd 

me to, andif a ſervice of cight years, anda ſervice 
paid with as much reſpz& and ſubmiſſion as you 

could defire, - were not enovgi to jultitie this effect of 
my 4eſpair. 

So lons asI had any hope, you never ſaw me a- 
buſe the Kings favour toward me, nor licenſe my 
ſe'f to any liberty that couli diſpleaſe you ; bur 
when I loit my hopes, both by your cruel obitina- 
cy, and by the Kings diſhonovrable change, I to 
extream misfortunes apply'd remedies of tte fame 
nature, and would not leave unto my rival, what 
was due to me, both by my ſervic?s, and by the 
King your fathers promiſe, In ſhort Madam, I 
hive done nothins that I can juſtly repent of, nor 
for which I ought to fear any reproach, and rather 
then leave you to ny rival, | would not onely have 
pulled you out of the Kings own arms, but wonl{ 
even have ſacrificd himſelf ro my lawful! refcnt- 
ments, have made the whole Kingdom perith, and: 


| have ſet all Scyrhia on fire if it had been im my po- 


wer. Ah! thou unworthy man, (reply'd1) if thou 
could't not endure to leave me in the hands of thy 
rival, thou ſhouldeſt have pulled me out of them, 
as once he pull'd me out of thine ; thou ſhonl4!t 
have undertaken that again} him alone, wiich te 
undertook agtin{t thee at the hezd of thine Army ; 
and thou ſhou'deſt have difputed me like a Prince, 
and like a valiant man as he is, fince thou knewft he 
never would have refuſed thoſe occaſions.” 1 would 
willingly have made ufe of them (faid frf*comes) 

| | it 
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if they could have been any advantage to my paſſion, 
and as valiant, and as fortunate as .4r/aces 1s, he 
_never ſaw me run away from him, nor did the Scy- 
thians ever ſee Arſacomes turn his back in the great- 
eſt dangers ; but if I had fought with Arſaces, {Zere- 
nice would not have been the prize of my victory, 
ſnce the Kings injuſtice had otherwiſe diſpoſed of 


her ; and that by his expreſs command he had utter- | 


ly extinguiſh'd all my hopes: By taking that courſe, 
though I might have reveng'd my ſelf upon mine e- 
nemy, I had not obtained my Princefle ; but by this 
I have followed, Beremice 1s mine, and Arſaces 1s 
more cruelly puniſhed, than if I had given him a 
thouſand deaths. Berenice thine ? (cry'd1, imnter- 
rupting him } Berezice thine ? Ah! never hope it, 
and fince thou haſt ſeen her refilt her fathers will, 
while he was ſo far blinded as to favour thee, and 
while thou wert leſs criminail than now thc uart, be 
certain that ſhe knows well enough how to defend 
her ſelf by her death againſt thy violence, and a- 
gainſt thy perſecutions, and that ſo long as ſhe lives, 
ſhe will never look upon thee as other than a mon- 
ſter, and as an enemy black with the baſeit of all 
crimes, Time, ( replied Arſacomes ) and the con- 
tinuation of my reſpects, will without doubt abate 
your unjult anger, and you will ceaſe to hate me, 
when you come to conſider, that *tis the exceſs of 
my love which forces me to diſpleaſe you, in taking 
you away from a rivall more fortunate than lam, 
but which ſhall never make me go beyond the limits 
of that reſpect I owe you, and which ſhall ever 
| leave yon the ſame empire over me, you hadin the 
Court of the King your Father. By theſe words 
Arſacomes ſtrove toappeaſe and comfort me, but all 
his endeavours were to no purpoſe, and as often 
as he opened his mouth to ſpeak to me , he 
receiv*d no other anſwer but reproaches and impre- 
cations. | 
I continued almoſt two whole daycs, before I 
would eat any thing in the world, and certainly 1 
ſhould have killed my ſelf with hunger, rather than 
have fram'd my ſelf to live with my cruell Enemies 
if I had not hoped 1 ſhould be retain'd, and if I had 
not expected marvellous effects from r/aces for 
my deliverance. Arſacomes to uſe me with the 
more decency, and not to keep a Princeſſe of my 
quality alone among a great many men, had taken 
care, as I have told you, to provide a woman to 
ſerve me, Iknew her well enough having ſeen her 
often with the Princeſſe of the /ſedons Arſacomes his 
Mother ; but though ſhe did me all the ſervice ſhe 
was able, with a great deal of cunning, and in ſhew 
with a great deal of affection, I could not receive 
it but as from my mortall enemy, and whereſoever 
I look'd upon her, the remembrance of Theomr 
and Cyllenia, whoſe conſolations would have been ſo 
ſweet to me in that condition, drew new tears from 
my eyes, and new ſighs from my afflicied heart, 
Alas ! how often did 1 name Arſaces! and how of- 
ten did I call him unprofitably to my aſſiſtance ! I 
made no difficulty at all of it bcfore Ar/acores him- 
ſelf, and I ſo little fear'd to diſpleaſe him, that I ne- 
ver uſed any conſtraint upon my ſelf to ſmother my 
juſt reſentments. His whole train conſiſted of tcn 
men whom he had choſen amongſt thoſe that were 
moſt faithful to him. three of which were in the Cha- 
riot with us, an1 the reſt follow'd it one horſe-back ; 
he of whom he made moſt account, was Aſtiages, 
the wickedeſt of all men living, and one who having |} 
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left his countrey where he was born,for many crim 

he had committed, and particularly for the deathet 
his Brother, which he had cauſed by his miſchievo, 
practices, had taken refuge in Scyrhia, where he 
had found a retreat with Ar ſacomes, during the time 
he was in favour. 'Twas he who had diſcovereg 
Arſaces, and who remembring the face of Artax 
erxes whom he had often ſeen in the Court of ry 
King his father, had more conſidered the recom a 


ces he hoped for from Arſacomes, that the fideljy 


he ow'd to his lawful Prince, and after he had told 
him of it, went by his orders to the King, declare 
the truth of Ar/accs's birth to him,took upon him to 
know the intentions that had brought him into Scy- 
thia, and by his Giſcourſe made thoſe cruel impref. 
ſons in the Kings mind, which afterwards cauſed 
many diſorders. He after Arſaces's return, ang 
his reconciliation with the King h:d retir'd to one of 
Arſ:comes's houſes, not being able to look onthe 
facc of his Prince whom he had betray'd;but fromthe 
time Arſacomes left the Court,he had been with him 
again,and by his perſwaſions had ſtrengthen'd himin 
his wicked intention, and had counſelPd him to 99to 
Byzantium, where by means of his acquaintance he 
aſſur'd him of a ſafe retreat. 'Twas that wicked fel. 
low that perſecuted me more than all the reſt and 
thinking thereby to gain himſelf more favour with 
Arſacomes, he wrought ſuch an averſion in me, that 
I was not able to endure him. 1 will not trouble you 
with the diſcourſes we had by the way, and you ſhall 
onely know that we arriv'd at Zyzantium without a- 
ny hindrance. Emnr:niedon was Lieutenant there for 
Alexander, under Prince Lyſmachs who was Vice- 
Roy of Thrace, but he being abſent with the King, 
Errimedon was abſolute in T hrace and inthe Boſphe- 
714 ; as ſoon as he heard of Arſacowes's arrival, he 
recieved him in a very obliging manner, and by 
word of mouth confirm'd whatſoever he had promi- 
ſed to his meſſinger ; 1 was ever well lodg'd, and 
Eurin.edoa having taken care to furniſh me with o- 
ther women, I was ſerv'd as well as I could havede- 
fired, if it had not been by enemies. Arſacones 
dayly employ d all his eloquence, and all his cunning 
to work upon me, he bethought himſelf of allthe 
Submiſſions whereby an exaſperated mind could be 
appeaſed, and made no dithculty of ſuffering any 
thing, except the propoſition of my return, andof 
my liberty. 

The impudent Aſtiages ſollicited me every day 
to favour him, and perſwaded me that in the conditi- 
on I then was, nothing could be of greater advan- 
tage to me than to marry Arfaccmes ; he to!dmeit 


was not my belt courſe to drive a Prince into deſpatr,. 


who had power to do what he pleaſed himſelf; and 
that a lover reduc'd to the laſt extremities was capa 
ble of doing any thing ; but I repulſed that perfds 
ous man with ſuch words as if he had had any 
ſhame in him wou'd have ſerv'd his turn forever. 
Eurimedon himſelf at firſt ſpake for Arſacomes with 
a great deal of carneſtneſs, and {trove to win met0 
an opinion that I ſhould not be unfortunate with 4 
Prince that adored me, and in whoſe favour heot 
fer'd me his proteQion againſt all enemies whatloe- 
ver, and partof Alexanders forces againit Arſacth 
and againit the King my father,if he difapprov'd my 
change. Fe endeavour'd alſo to comfort me inmy 
ſorrow by all manner of civi'ity, but when he found 
me inflexible, and not to be comforted, he ceaſed to 
trouble me any more. Ifor a while believ'd that 
[ 
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compaſſion he had of my misfortune, or the re. 
ſpect he had of my perſon, had made him cooler to- 
Ty more willingly than before,but within a 
fitle after 1 perceiv'd that alteration proceeded from 
her cauſe, and by his looks, and by all his acti- 

« 1 found that his own intereſts had made him for- 
"noſe of Arſacomes. In brief, by an effect of 


my deſtiny cither good or bad, Exrimedon fell in 


ove with Mey and I ſaw my ſelf expoſ-d by my cruel 


£xrune, to ſuffer the affection of a man of meaner 
tirch, and of meaner quality than Arſacomes. He 
vr ſome dayes ſpoke nothing to me of his paſſion 
but in ambiguous terms, yet within a while after, 
the power he ſaw he had, made him grow inſolent, 
nd not onely took away all the reſpect he had born 
to my quality, but alſo the conſideration he h:d of 
trſacores, and the promiſe he had given him. 
The firſt time he explain d himſelf to me, was after 
diſcourſe we had of my misfortunes, and having 
uietly hearken'd to the complaints I made, Ma- 
dam, ( ſaid he ) you are not fo unfort::nate as you 
relieve, and if you were but of an humour to diſ- 
cernthoſe perſons that have an ambition to ſerveyou, 
rom thoſe that have offended you, your miſeries 


would not be of any long continuance, 


Theſe words, into the meaning whereof I did not 
diveat fir, gave me ſome glimpſe of hope, and be- 
ing defirous to keep the good will of a man who had 
power to oblige me 5 Do not doubt Eurmedon 
(fid I) but thatT am as ſen{ble of courteſies, as I 
anbe of injuries, not but that I would fully acknow- 
kdgethoſe I ſhould receive from vertuous perſons, 
itheſo, ( replicd he ) Eurimedon will be the hap- 
rieſt man in the world, and you ſhall not be the 
moſt unfortunate Princeſs. I know what I owe to 
Arſacomes, and to the laws of hoſpitality ; but 1 al- 
bknow what I owe to Berenice, and to my felt; 
and though I ſhould commit a fault, that paſſion 
wherewith Ar/acomes covers his, may more reaſon- 
ably excuſe thoſe of Eurimedon, 

Theſe words, wherein there no longer was any 
ambiguity, cauſed a diſdain in me which I cannot 
expreſs, and if Eurimedon look'd then upon my face, 
Iam confident he ſaw it overſpread with a colour that 
wasnot ordinary, Go Emrimedon ( faid I) go de- 
ice your paſſion to others than the daughter of the 
King of Scythia, and redouble not by your inſolence 
theafflictions of a Princeſs, whom you ougit not to 
behold but with reſpect. Though Exrimedon was 
Gſh'd at this reply, yet would he have ſpoken again, 
but [ gave him not the leiſure, for going away with- 
out ſo much as caſting an eye toward him, I ſhut my 
ſelf up into my Clofſet. Imagine the complaints I 
made after this laſt effect of my misfortune, and 
pate me the pains of repeating them ; *twas not 
without a very ſenſible diſcontent that I conſider'd 
that new conqueſt, nor was it without a great many 
tears that I look'd upon the miſery of my condition, 
which forc*d me to receive declarations of love from 
aman of Exrimedon's birth. Ah! Arraxerxes 
(kid 1) what an unworthy rival has my hard fate 
procur'd thee ? and how much thou wouldft be a- 
ſham'd, if thou knew'ſt my miſery, to have a petty 
Lientenant of a Province, thy competitour in af- 


fetion, thou to whom a hundred Provinces, and 


ten thouſand Subjects more conſiderable than this 
tal ought to yield obedience. This remembrance 
made Exrimedon more odious to me than Arſacomes, 


"_ 


Arſacomes, and with that conceit, I indur'd 


| 
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and though according to the rules of Prudence, I 
ought perchance to have difſembled with him, to 
get by his means out of the power of Ar/acomes, 
my fear of falling into worſe hands than his, oppoſ- 
ed that ſubtility, or rather I had not command e- 
nough over my ſelf to make my rcſentments give 
way to that conſideration. I therefore avoided all 
diſcourſe with Exrimedon, as carefully as with Ar- 
facomes, yet for all I ſhunn'd him, I could not keep 
him off, but growing more inflam'd by that reſiſtance, 
he omitted nothing that could advantage his deſign, 
and having found me one day alone at my Cloflet- 
window, whither he came to me ſo ſuddenly that I 
had not time to get way. Madam, ( faid he) it is 
in your own power to be at liberty, and ſovereign 
in Byzantium, and if you did not diſdain my ſervices, 
and my perſon, I would quickly revenge and free 
you from the tyranny of _— Although I ha- 
ted Arſacomes, as you well may judge, I confeſs I 
abhorr'd the falſeneſs of Exrimedon,who voluntarily 
offer*d to betray a man that had truſted him with his 
life, and with that which was deareſt to him. This 
knowledge made me hate him, and deſpiſe him the 
more ; but thinking I ſhould be unwiſe to neglect 
the. means of recovering my liberty. If you will 
ſerve Berenice, ( ſaid |) as vertue obliges youtodo, 
the gods will recompenſe ſo good an action, and 
the King my father will neither want power, nor 
will to acknowledge it. I defire nothing but Bere- 
zice, ( replycd he ) for the price of her liberty, and 
for aleſs recompence than that, I would not under- 
take a thing which in appearance is worthy to be 
condemn'd, Perchance I am not ſo deſpicable as 
you believe, for though the gods have not made 
me owner of a Crown, I am allied to thoſe that are, 
and I ſerve a maſter from whom I may poſſibly hope 
for one. Serve that maſter then in that hope ( ſaid I, 
being extremely vext ) but never ſerve ſucha miſ. 
triſs as Be-enice, with hope of a recompence that is 
too far above you. With theſe words I left him, 
and though he follow'd me to proſecute that diſ- 
courſe, I no longer would afford him any attenti- 
on, 

He was not at all the colder for my diſdain, but 
his paſſion rather increaſing to my misfortune, he 


| every day gave me ſo many ſigns of its violence, 


that I had a great deal of reaſon to fear it might 
make him at laſt abuſe his power. He began not 
long after to threaten me with it, or at leaſt to make 
me know by his diſcourſe, that I ſhould not do well 
to drive a man into deſpair, who was able to do 
whatſoever he would, and that perhaps he could 
not alwayes continue ſo much majter of himſelf, as 
he had been fince the beginning of his love, and in 
the endit blinded him ſo far, that loſing all manner 
of diſcretion, it cameat laft tothe knowledge of 4r- 
ſacomes, He was moſt violently tranſported when 
he perceiv'd it, and as ſoon as that belief was ſct- 
tled in his mind, rage and indignation entred fo 
powerfully with it, that he was ready to go and kill 
Eurgnedon, though he ſaw his infallible ruine in 
that Action; Aſtraves diſſwaded him from that furi- 
ous reſolution, and if his words were not able to 
moderate that fury, they at ieait wrought ſo far as 
to make him hearken to leſs deſperate Propoſitions. 
Neither of them doubted but that there was a neteſh- 
ty of leaving Byzantinm, and of ſeeking a ſafer re- 
treat otherwherezbut they were a long time e*rethey 
could think of one, and that uncertainty kept _ 

or 


for ſome dayes in a very great trouble, In the end 
A ſtiates thought he had light upon-what they {tudi- 
ed for, and made a motion to Arſacomes which he 


gave ear to, it not being without ſome ground of 


reaſon. Sir, ( ſaid he ) fince yon can find no ſafety 
in Scythia, nor with any of the neighbouring Princes, 
whom the conſideration of A7atherus would hinder 
from proteting you, make your retreat to Alex- 
ander, he is no friend to the King of Scythia, ha- 
ving loſt two Armies, and two Generals againſt him, 
and without doubt nothing but his great imploy- 
ments have made him defer the defign he has to in- 
vade his Territories; if you retire to him, and let 
him know that by the credit, and by the intelligence 
you hold in Scy:h:a, you can facilitate his conqueſt 
of it, he not onely will hearken to your Propoſition, 
and receive you very favourably, but will conſider 
you as a Prince uſeful to the augmentation of his 
greatneſs, and protect you againlt the King of Scy- 
thia, and againit all Enemies whatſoever, More- 
ever when he ſhall hear that your rival is the ſon of 
Darius, whoſe Empire he now is maſter of, and 
who while he is alive may trouble him in that poſleſ. 
ſeſſion, you need not queſtion but he will help you 
againſt him with all his power,and uſe all the ſtrength 
he has to ruine him. Having Alexanders aſſiitance 
and protection, there is nothing any more to be 
fear'd, for your chieieſt enemies will be too weak to 
hurt you when once you are ſo powerfully ſupport- 
ed; he readily will give you Berenice, andif to the 
intereſt of your love, you deſire to joyn that 


of your revenge, you may ask him juſtice againit 


Enrimedon's ihidelity. Arſacomes approv'd ſo 
well of this counſel of 4ftiages, that he immediate- 
ly reſolv'd to follow it, and after having a thouſand 
times imbrac'd the giver of it, they began to delibe- 
rate what courſe they ſhould take to eſcape from 
Byzantium, not doubting but if Ezrimedon ſhould 
ſuſpect their intent, his love would make him op- 
poſe my departure, and perhaps thruſt him upon 
worſe reſolutions. | 

When they had long conſulted, they at laſt agreed 
that Aſtzages, by a conſiderable ſumine of money, 
ſhould gain the maſter of one of thoſe Barques 
that uſe to carry perſons over the paſs at Byzanrinmn, 
thar after having won him to his devotion, he in the 
night ſhould carry over the Chariot, and the horſes 
that had brought us, which ſhould be leſt on the 0- 
ther ſide the water, under the cuſtody of ſome of his 
ſervants, and that the next night following, they 
ſhould get me out of my lodging, to go over altoge- 
ther in the ſame Barque, They found no great difl- 
cu'ty in this deſign, becauſe Exrrimedon miltruſted 
nothing, and becauſe lever had the liberty to go a- 
broad whitherſoever Ar/acomes would ; beſides, by 
reaſon of the tranquillity they were in at that time, 
there was no guard kept either at the Gates or Ha- 
ven, ſo that if Eurimedon were advertiſed of their 
enterpriſe, it was noteaſie for him to prevent it. A- 
ſtiages went away immediately aboutit, and had as 
fortunate ſucceſs as he could wiſh, that very day he 
gain'd the maiter of a Barque by a conſiderable Pre- 
ſent, and having diſpoſed him to all that he deſir'd, 
he at night ſent the Chariot over, and the Horſes, 
which he truſted to the care of three of Ar/ſacome,'s 
ſervants, who by his direction ſet them up in one of 
thoſe houſes, that are about fifty furlongs from the 
little Town on this fide of the water. Ar/acomes 
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paſſed the next day ina great deal of fear and impati- 


ency, and when night was come, Eurimedon ang 
ſtaid in my Chamber till the hour I was wont tg 
tire ; then they both withdrew together, byt E ” 
medon went to his lodging, and Arſacomes, ho. 4 
walk'd two or three turns in my Gallery, a 
gain into myChamber with Aſtiages;his return canle 
ſome apprehenſion in me, not being uſed to ſee}; 
come back at ſuch an hour ; but he quickly —_ 
out of doubt, and coming to me with ſomethi 
troubled countenance; Madam, ( faid he) all * 
fervants are not fo full of reſpet as Arſacenes, fy 
though the power my fortune has given me, ha 
not made me forgetful ofthatI owe you, Eurimedn 
cannot ſay the ſame; heis reſolv'd, Madam,;to take 
that by violence, which he has not beenabletod. 
tain by perſwaſfion, and if you ſtay here but aday 
longer, you'l feel the effects of that authority yu 
now are under. I know I ſhall dye in your defence 
but my death will not be able to ſecure you; there. 
forc I had rather give up all my hopes, and carry 
you back to the King your father, than leave yout 
the mercy of this faithleſs man. Diſſembling arg 
cores had cuined this invention for fer I ſhouldcry 
out, or make any noiſe when he ſhould take mea; 
of my Chamber, and the probability I found in whit 
he ſaid, by the knowledge I had of Errimedar 
paſſion, made me immediately believe him. | pri. 
ſed the gods for pntting him into ſo good a mind, 
and fooking upon-him with a countenance very diffe. 
rent from what I ordinarily afforded him ; If ithe 
true (faid 1 ) that you will retiore me to the King 
my father, not onely he and I wiil pardon you the 
faults you have commited againft us, but youwil 
recover the ſame place in his affe&tion you hereto- 
fore enjoy'd,& ſhall obtain as great an one in my ac- 
knowledgement and in my eiteem, as you inreaſon 
candelire, Iamfully reſolv'd upon t, (replied Ar- 
ſacomes ) and thoughI knew you were left to me for 
ever, I had rather loſe you by doing you ſervice, 
than abandon you to treacherous Eu7:4cdon, But 
Madam, ( continued he ) we muſt flye without any 
longer delay, forif welet paſs this night, without 
imploying it to ſave you, there will be no poſſibilny 
to do it tomorrow, Iam ready Ar ſacomes, (reply- 
ed I) nor ſhallTbe leſs joy'd to eſcape the tyranny 
of Eurimedon, than to return to the King myk- 
ther, We mult away then inſtantly, (faid he) al 
things are prepar'd for our departure, and wait fot 
us at the Gate of the City. There was no bodyin 
my Chamber at that time, but the woman that came 
along with me out of Scythza, for I had ſent away 
thoſe Eurimedon had put to me. Wherefore ſeeing 
I had free paſſage out, I joyfully laid hold of that 
occaſion to ſave my ſelf, and not being frighted with 
the night, which might have cauſed fome apprehenl- 
onin me, I gave Arſacowes my hand more willng- 
ly than ever I had done in all my life, and let my 
be guided by him without any Torch, fince inthe 
deſign we had, darkneſs was more favoural le to us 
than light. 

We got out of the houſe without any hindrance, 
and went a-foot till we came to the Haven, I was 
little acquainted with the {treets, that I never pet- 
ceivedmy errour, but when I ſaw ny ſelf at the ws 
ter-ſide and that - Ar/ſacomes took me in his arms t0 


carry me into the Bark that ſtaid expeQing vs, | 


found I had beendeceiv'd, and recalling my britre- 
ſentments againſt Arſacomes, Ah! Traytor (cry'd 
I) how much was I to blame, to bclieve thou conf 
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je capable of any vertuous motion, and how fooliſh 
Iwas, to give credit to the words of ſuch a faithleſs 
nan ? Thou hadit found a friend of Eurimedon very 
tke thy ſelf, but ſince I was to pzriſh by the infideli- 
ty of one of you, thou ſhouldit- have let me dye at 
I.antium, without drawing out my misfortunes 
Jonger by thy perfidiouſneſs, Arſacopres received 
theſe words, as he was wont to do thoſe he had ordi- 
wrily from me, and ] received that lofs of my hopes 
with an affliction that was like to have brought me to 
my graVe. : 

In the mean time our Bark put off from the ſhore, 
and within a while after came to the other ſide. ' I 
wastaken out of it in ſpight of all my complaints, 
4nd put into the Chariot that waited for us; we had 
wreſh horſes to change,and therefore were fain to 
tavel more ſlowly than we had done in Scyrhia, and 
indeed there was not ſo much danger for A4rſacomes 
and his crew, becauſe rhe ſecond day we got out of 
Fyrimedons juriſdiction, I was in cternal lamenta- 
tions all the way, my tears run down inceſſintly,and 
inwhatſoever A: /aco cs ſaid to comfort me, I ill 
found new matter of affliction. Within a few dayes 
i !earn'd that 1rſacomes his purpoſe was to retire to 
Alexander ; and as he had found ſome probabilities 
of ſettling his fortune by that deſign, I alſou found 
ſome hope of conſolation.in it. I knew that Atcx- 
ander was a generous Prince, an enemy to thoſe that 
were Traitors to their Princes, as he had ſhewed in 
puniſhing Beſſ7zs 3 thathe had a great deal of conſide- 
ration of perſons of my ſence, and quality; and 
noreover that he had married Srarzra, to whom my 
Frother had been extreamly dear, and who was the 
ter of Arrtaxerxes, to whom I was ſo, and from 
whom they had taken me away ; I hoped that by 
aſcovering my ſelf to that great Queen, by giving 
terthe relation of her Brothers life, and by letting 
terknow how much he was concerned in my loſs, I 
ſhould make her take ſo much intereſt in my Fortune, 
to grant me her protection, anq to procure the 


King her husbands. This thought did ſomething allay | 


my diſcontents, and gave me itrength to go through 
that journey. 

We overcameit without any other troub'es ſave 
tioſe of my afflicted mind, and we croſſed through 
Provinces, and faw Towns, whoſe names I know not 
lthſt we arrived in this Countrey,but at our arrival 
veheard that Alexander was dead the day before, 
which news deprived Arſacomes of all his hopes, and 
pat him to think upon other reſolutions. He would 
tgo to Baby'on, which he heard was in great trou- 
des, by the conteſtations that aroſe upon the death of 
Alexander, but Aſtiages,who was in his own Coun- 
tey,provided a place for him to retire to,and brought 
tothe houſe of a couſin of his, not above a hun- 
red furtongs from this place, and about fifteen or 
wenty from the Euphrates , we were very well re- 
(fved there by the maſter of the houſe, who ſhewed 
nexceſs of joy to A/t:ages for his return, and for 
ls friends ſake offered Arſacomes all the ſervices he 
wuld defire of him. 

His houſe was very well built, and ſtrong enough 
b make ſome reſiſtance in it, beſides, it was far 
om any high way, encompaſſed with woods and 
ry lictle in fight ; we ſpent ſome dayes there with 
Oveniency enouvh to my perſecutors, but with 
bpreat a ſadneſs to me, as was like to have put an 
"to all my miſeries with my life. Ah. Arſaces, 
toy often did I complain of you, when I ſaw my 
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ſelfdeprived of the relief I had expected from you 
and then again, how often did I excuſe you, when [ 
remembred the order Arſacomes had taken irScy- 
thia, to keep you from knowing whither we wete 
gone ? Then from the complaints 1 had made againſt 
you, I fell into lamentations for you, and not 
doubting but that you loved me well enough to ſeek 
after me, I couldnot think of the grief my loſs had 
cauſed in you, without becoming as ſenſible of your 
ſorrow as of mine own. Thad'paſſed ſome dayes in 
theſe aſflictions, when opportunity made me under- 
take a thing above my ordinary courage. The know- 
ledge 4r/acomes had that I was of no very adventu- 
rous humour, made him leſs careful in keeping me, 
than he had been when firſt he took me, and ſeeing 
me now 1n a itrange Countrey, where I knew no 
creature in the world, he left me at greater liberty 
than before. The ſeaſon then was very hot, and be- 
ing got up one morning before day, to take the cool 
airat a window that look'd into the garden, I ſtood 
there for a while muſing upon my ſtrange misfor- 
tunes : but ſcarce had the Hrit beams of the approach- 
ing light eifcover'd the proſpect of the Field, when 
that ſight made me think upon my liberty. That win- 
dow was low enough to ſlip down into the garden,by 
tying myſheets to the bar of it,and I knew there was a 
gate which gave paſſage out of the garden into the 
next wood,and which was faſtened onely with a tolt 
on the inſide. 

Then I believed, that if by that means I could get 
fo: th I ſhould fin.i ſome way to get to Baby/on,where 
I might addreſs my ſelf to Queen Srarira, at whoſe 
feet 1 hoped to meet aſanuary. This thought was 
hardly come into my mind, when I reſolved to put 
it in execution; knowing that if I ſhould be taken 
again, my condition could not be worſe than it was 
already. The woman that came out of Scyrhia 
with me,lay in my Chamber,but ſhe was then aſleep, 
and uſed alwayes to fſleepſo ſoundly, that one could 
not waken her without a very great noiſe,” that aſſur- 
ance made me much the bolder, and ſo going to my 
bed-fide as ſoftly as poſſibly I could,T got me ready in 
ha{t,and taking my ſheets, tied them to one another 
and having fajten'd them to the window, the deſire 
of liberty ſhut np my eyes to all manner of danger. I 
Skip'd down into the gardenas happily as I had con- 
trive?, and being gotten out, I put my ſelf, though 
not without extream fear, into the firſt path I met, 
hoping I ſhould quickly find ſome body or other,that 
might directme the way to Babylon, I had thrown 
my vail over my face, and though I trembled exceed- 
ingly for the danger I was inof making ſome ill en- 
counter, yet did I £0 fo faſt, that 1 preſently got a 
good wayfrom the houſe,and my leps little accuſtom- 
ed to ſuch journeys, were extreamly tired,and ſtood 
in necd of relt to carry me further. I was conſtrain- 
ed therefore to fit down under certain trees, where 
while I endeavoured to unweary my body, my 
mind was perplext with terrible diſquiets ; my 
fear then began to make me ſee the greatneſs, 
and difficulty of the bufineſs 1 hal undexggken, 1 
conſidered the dangers into with a m.a1d all Bone, 
and a maid apparrel'd in a habit rich enough 
to be obſervd, might fall, as well in the re- 
mainder of the way I had to co, as at my en- 
tering into the Town, before 1 could getunto the 
Queen. But allthe evils my fear could repreſent, 


ſeem'd leſs to me then that I fled from,nor did I know 
any peril ſo great, into which 1 would not have cait 
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my ſelf, to eſcape the hands of my cruel Enemy. | 
That defire renew'd my itrength, audI roſe up again 
witk a deſign to think no more of reſting till I came 
to Babyloy, 1 had met with no body to learn the 
way,but I ſaw the Euphrates within a hundred paces, 
and knowing it ſtood upon that River, I reſolved to 
follow the bank of it at a little diſtance, nor had 1 
walk'd very longs, whenlI diſcovered the Towers of 
that ſtately City. My hopes were redoubled by 
that ſight, but alas! they were cruelly deceived,for 
when I had not above eight or ten furlongs more to 
0.T heard a noiſe behind me, and turning my head in 
a marvellous fright, I ſaw Ar/acowes riding after. 
me as faſt as ever he could, it was the day he killed 
Arſaces his horſe,and 'twas after me he was running. 
when he met Ar/aces,and Lyſimachws by the River 
{ide,and by that encounter interrupted thetr converſa- 
tion. Judge if you pleaſe of the exceſs of my grief, at 
that cruei loſs of the hope I had conceiv'd, and ex- 
empt me from repeating the complaints | made, and 
the reproaches of Arſacomes. He took me in his arms 
without alighting,and lifting me with a great deal of 
ſtrength,ſetme before him upon his horſe, and gal- 
lop'd back toward the houſe fron whence I was fly- 
ing,but he follow'd not the bank of the River, for 
fear of ſome encounter that mizht ſtop hin, and pre- 
ſently after having met Aftzaves, who was riding af-, 
ter him,he did not want a guide to find the way. My 
* ungrateful fugitive. (ſid he to me) you ſee the gods 
have not approved your flight, ſince they have fo lit. 
tle favour'd it, and you may judge by the little care 
they have taken to deliver you out of my hands. how 
much they blame and condemn your cruelties, [ 
was ſo dejetted with my grief, ani ſo tired with my 
journey, that | had hardly ftrength to give him any 
anſwer, and ifI reply'd ſometimes to what he ſaid, 
'twas onely with a fewinterrupted words, whereby 
my reſentments exprefſed themſelves better than by 
any other kind of diſcourſe. !n ſhort, I was brou_ ht a- 
gain tothat houſe,or rather to that cruel priſon, where 
I ſince have paſſed ſo many wretched dayes. Ar/a- 
cones being exaſperated by this accident. and by the 
unlucky miſchance of A/exanders death, which de- 
prived him of the hope of that retreat, and protecti- 
on he had expected from him, but more by the per- 
nicious counſels of Aſtiages, who incited him con: 
tinually to make uſe of his power, and who could 
not forbear, even in my preſence, to blame the rec- 
mainder of that reſpect he {till had toward me, be- 
gan to uſe me otherwiſe than he had done for- 
merly, and made me ſee by all his actions, that I had 
cauſe to fear the higheſt outrages from him, if 
the gods ſuffered me to be much longer in his 
hands. 

This fear compell'd me to diſſemble with him, and 
I often diſarm'd his fury by a feigned compliance.But 
Aſtiages, who being leſs prepoſſeſſed than he, diſco- 
vered my intention better, preſſed him every day to 
ſeek wayes to ſatisfie himſelf,and by his ſolicitations 
. corrupted him ſo far, that in the end Arſacomes for- 
got who I was,and no longer knowing me to be Be- 
renice, whom he was wont to behold with ſo much 
ſubmiſhon,ran on to that cruel reſolution, which was 
diverted by the aſſiſtance of the gods, and by the va- 
lour ofthe Prince myBrother, whom they miraculou- 
fly ſent to my relief. 

The Princeſs made a pauſe at theſe words, and left 
the Princes matter enough to entertain themſelves 
with the events ſhe had related ; Lyſirachm told 
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her the diſcourſe he had heard in wood betwee 
Arſacomes and Aſtiages; but ſcarce had ſhe taken : 
little breath, when ſhe was ſollicited by . 
Princes, and by the Amazone Queen, to te 
them alſo hear her laſt adventures, and being yi. 


ling to give them that ſatisfaCtion, ſhe went gn 


thus. 

You have been informed by F:ppolita, thatit Was 
the encounter of a litter that mademe leave her, hy 
ſhe could not tell you, that he whom I ſaw lying init 
was Arſaces, who according to what I gueſs by bi 
Narration,was then removing to Babylon; his pale. 
neſs could not hinder me from knowing him,and after 
what you have heard of his life, you cannot be iprg, 
rant of the motions which were ſtir'd up in me by 
that fight, yet could it not have perſwaded me, bro. 
ther,to leave you in the condition you then were; but 
| beiteved I could do no leſs than uſe my endeavour 
ro ſee Arſaces again and to ſhew him Berenice, whom 
he ſought, and the fining of whom would put an end 
toall his wandrings; this was my onely intention 
and when I followed the litter, *twas with a hope Ry 
overtake it quickly ,ſecing it went but very ſlowly, 
and to come back to my trother again within a lit 
while, as Thad done bur for the hindrance I met with. 
all, and then I had ſpar'd you both the bloud which 
you have mutually ſhed. I walk d as fait as I wy 
able, leaning upon Alcione's arm, whin | unforty 
nately met with five or {ix Horſemen, who preſently 
ſurrounded us.and havin; cry'd that I wa Buremcy, 
they leapt from their horſes, and putting up the Beg 
vers of their Helmets,no longer concealed their faces 
from me. The firſt I cait myeyes upon was that villain 
Aſiziges, and by him, with an incomprehenſibles 
mazement,l ſaw Erurimedor, Enrimedon the Lieute- 
nant of Thrice, from whoſe perſecutions | had fled 
with Ar/acomes.and whoſe preſence was yet lefs ſup 
portable to me than his. To inſtruct you by what en- 
counter he was then with A/:2ges, you fhall knoy 
that aft:r my departurehis love to me had made him 
leave 5Jz4#tini,and not caring to loſe his fortuneto 
obtain me, ht had ſubſtituted his Brother in his com- 
mand,and with a greater number of men than Arſe 
comes had,was come in purſuit of us with a reſoluti 
on to kill Arſacowzes, and pull me out of hi 
hands. 

But whether it were that he made not ſo great ſpeed 


or took not the ſame way, the gods would not ſufer 


htm to overtake us He was at lait arrivedat Z«bylen, 
where he had lyen awhile conceal'd, not being willing 
to beknown in the deſign that brought him,& not ha- 
ving beenable to learn any news of me there, hehad 
ſpent agreat many days in ſeeking me about the cour- 
trey, but all his ſearch had been to no purpoſe; till the 
day myBrother killed +r/acomes,and laid Aſtiagesfor 
dead, with a blow of his Gauntlet. As foon as 
that wicked fellow had recovered himſelf again, te 
went directly to the placeſwhere Ar/acomes his bo 
dy lay,and finding there was no life in it, when he had 
lamented his loſs according to the affection he bore 
him, he cauſed him to be taken up by ſome of hisſer- 
vants that were come thither, and was carrying hm 
to the houſe of our retreat, when he was fſurprit- 
ed in that employment by Enrimedon and his party. 
Eurimedon, as ſoon as he knew Aſtiages, ran at hi 
with his ſword drawn,butA/?:ages finding he wast00 
weak had caſt himſelf at his fect.and appeaſed him) 
the promiſe he made to ſerve him in the recovery 9 
Serence, 
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Hereupon Exrimedon had changed his threats into 
zotettations of friendſhip, and having learn all that 
Ajtzages knew of Arſacomes his aeitiny, he had 
kept him from that time, to make uſe of him for the 


execution of his promiſe, They had together cauſed 


Arſzxcomes to be buricd, and meeting in each other a 

eat conformity of diſpoſition, they by little and little 
1ad baniſh'd their diitruits, and heart burnings, and 
1adreſolv'd to ſeck me together ina Countrey, from 
whence A,7:4ges believ'd | could not be gotten very 


Eurimedon had been cirzful to win Aftiaves by 
il manner of kindnefles,and 4/?:-ge:,who in the con- 
dition of his affairs, itood in need of a ſupport againit 
thoſe whom his crimes had im3de his enemies, had 
really engaged himſelf to do him ſervice,an4 unfeign- 
ely ſought occaſions to ſutishie his defires. He al- 
ſhad brought him to the ſame retreat where we h d 
been,and which Ar/zcomes his ſervants had quitted 
iher their maſters death, and from thence it was that 
they were come, when my cruel deitiny made me 
falin'o their hands, Enrizcdon appearcd tranſpor- 
ed with jov 2: that encounter, and taking one of my 
hands, which he kifſed whether | would or no. How 
ereatis the £00 neſs of the gods (ſaid he) f1-c2 they 
reftore me the adored Princeſs I had loſt, : fter hav- 
ins puniih'd him that ſtole her from me.1 was ſo ex- 
teamly ſurpriſed at this unhappy accident, that I nei- 
tier had itrength, nor courage to rep'y, but onely 
pulling away my hand from bctween ts, and Took - 
ng upon ht:n with a diſdainful eye,I made him know, 
tatifmy ſight was a contentment to him, his produ- 
da quite contrary effect in me z but this encounter 
furpriſed not me alone, for A!cione, who was with 

was like to have fallen down dead, when ſhe ſaw 
Aftiages, and A/tiages, who knew her after he had 
eydher a good while, was fo aſtoniſh'd at that ſight 
that as impudent as he was,he had much ado to re- 
coverhimſe f, In the mean time Enrimedon being 
pot again on horſeback,a"d having ſet me before him 
bythe help of one of his ſervants, carried me toward 
that curſed houſe, which my ill fortune had choſen for 
ſhe retreat of my raviſhers. Aſtiages having over- 
come his amazement, did the ſame to Alcione, and 
n ſpight of our cries which made all the plain to 
Ing, and of all the refiitance we could make, after 
laving many times eſcaped, and many times been 
txenagain, we were at Jait partly on foo, and part- 
lyonhorſz back, carried or dragg'd to that houſe, 
wh al] violence in the world; Aft:aves his friend, 
wo was as wicked as himſelf lent it him very readily 
2 well out of his inclination to miſchief, as his ex- 
fectation of thoſe recompences Exrimedon made him 
bope for. 

As ſoon as we both were priſoners, as I had been 
fore, Eurimedon came to me. and putt ng on all the 
miineſs he could, alledged his love to excuſe his 
Wolence,pray'd me to take heart, and to be'ieve that 
spafſion ſhould never make him exceed the bounds 
ofthat reſpect he ow'd me, and that if I would but 
take ſome pity of -t, I might expett any thing in the 
world at his hands, and even my return into Scythia, 
nd the regainin- of that liberty Ar/acomes had rob'd 
m2 of; he 2ſo pro te!ted;hat if I hid ſhew'd him but 
ny favour at Byzantium, he would from thence 

ve carried me tome to my Father, and that if by 
ny future carriage, I di4 not oppoſe the intention 
had to ſerve me I ſhould quickly ſee an end of 


loſe miſeries, that had cot me ſo many ſighs and | 
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tears. He ſaida greatdeal more to me, but I gave 
no ear to him at all, and having learn'd by Arſacomes 
his1laſt deceit,never to believe the promiſes of wick- 
ed perſons, I was nothing moved by his, but look- 
ing upon him with an angry eye. Hope not (faid I) 
to work upon me by the hopes thou pivelt me, 1 
will not receive any favour, cr aſſiltance ſrom thee, 
but ſco:nthy ſervices, as much as I hate, and deſpiſe 
thy perſon. Arſacomes himſelf was not ſo odicus 
to me as thou art, for though he were unworthy of 
my affection, he had many advantages above thee, 
both by his birth and qualities, and by the ſervices he 
nad done me, which ſhou'd {trangle. thoſe guiltyhopes 
thou hait conceived, and make thee know. that if the 
gods have puniſh'd his crime with death, thou ough- 
telt to expect a much ſeverer recompence for thine, 
Moderate thy ambition (continued I, preſently af- 
ter) and conlider, that if the daughter of a King be 
to be ſerv'd by Eur:medon, *tis onely as a ſubject or 
a houſhold ſervant. Enur:medon found matter of of- 
tence in theſe words, but his love made him digeſt 
them, and my quality, or ſome other conſiderations 
did indeed £ive him ſome reſpec which left him not 
tne courage toc:ecute his wicked intentions. Poor 
. lcione, the companion of my fortune, who was 
then my cnly conſolation, was in no leſs affliction then 
I, not being able to behold the face of Aſtiazes, the 
onely cauſe of all her ſufferings, anJ of tie death of 
her dear husband Thexnder, without falling into 
ſwoundings which brought her almolt to her 
grave, 

Yet that ſhameleſs fellow came into her preſence 
with a brazen impudence, and when he could make 
her hear him; Alc:oze (ſaid he) for I dare not call 
youſiit.r, you have ſuch a ſtrange averſion againſt 
me, let us henceforth forget all th:t's paſt, and 
ſuſfer me to make a confeſſion to you which I never 
made before. I ever lov'd you, and ifthe confidera- 
tion of Tycandcr made mefilent, know, it was my 
own that made me jealous of Cleovimm.and not that 
of Ba: iſt.ines, The intercit of that kinſman ſhould 
not have perſwaded me to trouble the repoſe of my 
Brother, who was much dearer to me than he, and 
you well may judge that 'that' compliance alone 
would not have been able to carry me on to ſo great 
extremities, Forget therefore thoſe injuries which 
my love may excuſe, and with them forget Cleoni- 
m5, Whoeither isno longer inthe world; orclſe no 
|. nzer remembers you; andif you will receive me 
for your Husband, | will ſupply the place of Thean- 
der, we*l re-unite our Fortunes and our Houſes, and 
you ſhall be no more leſs happy with me than you 
were heretofore with mv Brother, Poor A crone. 
was not able to. hear theſe 11pudent words from a 
man whom ſhe had ſo much cauſe to hate, without be- 
ing tranſported with a rage which ſhe could not poſ- 
ſibly difſemble. 

Ah!\*oniter ſtain d with thy Brothers blood(cried 
ſhe) thou Monſter, black with a thouſand treacheries 
can't thou think me capable to hear thy horrible Pro-- 
poſitions ? And hadſt thay yet this lait crime to cons; 
mit.to be the molt dete{table of all men living ? Ha- 
ving ſpread thy villanies both in Errope, and Aſia, 
doe't thou come back into this Countrey to give 
them a conc'uſion ſuitable to:them, and to thy felt ? 
If Cleorirus be dead, thy crimes have kild him, 
and if he no longer remember A/crone, 'tis onely 
his vertue has made him forget her, and 'tis one- 
ly thy vice that brings her again into thy memory. 
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But be confident, be confident wicked wretch (pur- 
ſued ſhe) thy love is yet more cruel to me than thy 
hatred, and ſooner will conſent to ſee thee a ſecond 
time be the death of what is deareit to me in all the 
world,and alſo of my ſelf, than to let thee hope that 
I will make Theanders murtherer his ſucceſſor. A- 
ftiages, in whom all ſhame was quite extinguiſhed, 
hearken'd without blu't:ing to theſe reproaches, but 
{till by all his ations indeavoured to make Alcione 
believe that he was really in love with her. In theſe 
torments we liv'd rili the time of our deliverance, 
having hardly an hour free from the perſecutions of 
our cruel enemies. The maſter of, the houſe where 
we were,had obtain'd a protection from the Officers 
of this Army, to the end your forces might not in- 
dammage any thing that belong'd to him, neicher 
did any of the Souldiers ever come near his houſe, 
and he leaving it to. Aſtiages his diſpoling, went e- 
very day into your Camp, and feigning to be very 
well affeted to your Party, ſought onely to ſecure 
his houſe, and his eſtate; the care he took in favour 
of his friend, did much advantage the deſign they 
had to lie concealed for many conſiderations, Eur:- 
medon knew that Prince Lyſimachus, whoſe Lieute- 
nant he was. was one of the Commanders of your 
Army,and after the fault he had committed in leaving 
Byzantim, at atime when there was molt neceſſity 
of his being there, durſt not appear before him. And 
Aſtiazes blaſted with crimes.and defam'd in his coun- 
trey, had not the confidence to ſhew himſelf. And 
indeed I think they were ſeen but by very few, and 
if one of them went out ſometimes, he left us under 
the cuſtody of the other, with ſo exact a watch, that 
all means of liberty were utterly cut off. Yet did I 
hope in the aſſiſtance of my brother, who I knew was 
ſo near us,though I much fear'd his wounds,and could 
never vet any true information concerning them from 
our Landlord ; I was confident he would take care 
to make me be ſought after, and that if the place of 
my impriſonment could be but known to him] doub- 
ted not but he would eaſily reſcue me out of the 
hands of my enemies, 

I alſo knew that Arſaces was in this Countrey, 
and dard to hope that his coming hither was for no 
other end but to ſeek me; and 1 may truly proteſt, 
that if I had not expected relief from one of you, | 
had put an end to my miſeries by ſome effect of my 
deſpair. I received 'the ſweeteſt conſolations from 
Alcione that ſhe could poſſibly invent to give me, 
and the affeion ſhe expreſſed to me, had obligd 
me to love her ſo dearly, that there was nothing in 
my heart did not utter to her ; ſhe knew all the par- 
ticularsof my life, and took ſo great an intereſt in 
them, that ſhe forgot her own misfortunes,to bewail 
mine, and bore all the aflitions which infamous 
Aſtiages made her ſuffer, with an admirable pati- 
_ that ſhe migtbe able to comfort me in all my 

riefs. 
: Our cruel Guardians were neither at the Battle 
you gave, nor in any of the Encouuters that paſſed, 
but while ſo many thouſand men were fighting in this 
plain, they kept within doors, where their onely 
combats were againſt Berentice, and Alczone, In 
the end, whether it were they believ'd they could 
not longer ſtay ſecurcly in that houſe, and that they 
had a mind to ſeek ſome other retreat that might be 
further from your Army, or that Exrimedon had a 
deſign to carry me back to Byzantium, or to ſome 
other place where he thought himſelf more power- 
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ful, and more abſolute, they reſolv'd to leave 
houſe, and to perſwade usto be ſet on horſe-back 1, 
go along with them, they often ſwore they —_ 
carry usto the place where they had taken us, fine 
by all their ſubmiſſions they had not been able yh wo 
ten our hearts, nor make us loſe the averſion ye hig 
againſt them. I gave no credit at all to their word 
and yetT was cafily perſwaded to get on horſe.hack 
that I might leave that deteſted houſe, hoping tht 
the open hield I ſhould find many more occafions ty 
ſave my ſelf, than in that priſon from whenceI wen 
with a hope which had not ſo ſtrongly flattered _ 
tillthen, Eurimedon had ſent away ſome of hisfer 
vants the day before, and had kept with him,beſige; 
Afſtiages and his kinſman, who went alſo with bs 
onely three of his men well arm'd, and well mounted 
With this company we were riding in a way, which 
ſeem'd to lead nstowards Babyloy, when we ay 
Cavalier compleatly arm'd, coming upon the ſame 
road, We being defirous to intercſs all thoſe ye 
ſhouid meet inour deliverance, had our faces unyal. 
cd, and that man had no ſoon: r caſt his eye upon A. 
crone, ashe was paſſing -y, but he {topt ſhort, and 
preſently after turning about, and-coming back apain 
began to rice at a little diftance by our Raviſher, 
but keeping tis eyes i1xt upon us, with an ation that 
diſpleaſed Eurimedon, in whom all objects wereſyf 
ficicut to begeta jealouſie, Friend, (ſaid he) tr. 
vell on your road whoever you are, and leave rot 
your way to follow us, unleſs you ſeck your own 
deitruction, The ſtranger was not at ail terrified 
with that threat, but looking boldly upon Eurine- 
aon. 1 know the Ladies that are with you ( anſyer: 
ed he ) and before I go away from them, Ile know 
whither they go along with you willingly or byforce, 
Ah! "tis by force, (cried we both together) andif 
you were not too weak againlt ſo many Enemies we 
would implore your generons aſſiſtance. You ſhall 
have itas weak as I am, (replied the ſtranger) and 
I will dyein the defign of delivering you, iincelam 
not {trong enough to effect it He had notended 
theſe words before his Sword was drawn ; and with 
a molt warlike garb had prepar'd himſelf to receive 
Eurimedon,who tranſported with anger. fell inſtant 
lyupon him with all his men. The gods guided theft 
blow he made, and though En: 2edor.s Sword gave 
him alight hurt in the arm, his luckily finding way 
under Euriwedors Cask, ran him through tie throat, 
and opening a paſſage for his blood ard life together 
made him tumble dead among the horſes feet. The 
ſtranger after this gallant blow, ruſh'd into the midl 
of his enemies with an admirable courage, but theyit 
viron'd him ſo furiouſly,that hequickly was wounted 
in many places, and his horſe kill'd between hislegs, 
Yethad he the ſatisfaction to ſee Aftrages couſin fall 
to the ground before him, who being run quit 
through the hody, loſt his life for the quarrcl of his 
friend. This kindled him with ſo great a rage, thit 
redoubling his blows upon the valiant ſtranger, wl0 
prepar'd himſelf to diſpute his life a foot with the 
help of a tree.again{t which he ſet his back, he in ſpite 
of that marvellous reſiſtance, being ſeconded by hs 
companions, would have ſeconded the death of Ei 
rimed-n; and of his friends, if the brave Pemet: 
had not come in to his relief, and had nor for the pre 
ſervationof his life, and the recovery of our liberty, 
finiſh'd what he ſo generouſly had becun. 
You have heard what he did for our deltveranG 
and how he gave that gallant ſtranger ow 
ad 
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ſently after was known "to be Cleonimm ) the 
neans to ſave himſelf, and to Kill 4fzages his faith- 
leſs kinſman, and his ancient Enemy, but not with- 
out being {0 extremely wounded, that notwithitand- 
:-5 all the care that has ſince been taken of him at 


Polemon's houſe, this 1s the firſt day the Phyſicians 


have given any hope of his recovery, in which 1 


' amiconcern'd as much as 1 am oblig'd to be, by the 


fervice he did me, and by the conſideration of Alci- 
one whom I dearly love. 

Thus did the Princes conclude ner recital, and 
Arſaces, who for all his impatiency at ſome paſſages 
of it had heard it to the end without interruption, 
fell then into a very paſſionate diſcourſe, whereby 
he let her ſee how infinitely he was cuncern'd in the 
fictions ſhe had ſufter'd. The heavens be praiſed, 
(aid he ) fair Princeſs, who after having expoſed you 
tomisfortunes, for which in probability you were 
not born ; reſtore you now at once this Brother ſo 
preat, and ſo dearly lov'd, and ( if in the number 
of your other happineſſes I durlt count this lait) your 
fithful Arſzces, whom by the remembrance of 
your loſs, and by the tranſports of this cruel jelouſie, 
you have been like to loſe, and for whom you have 
had the the goodneſs to preſerve your ſelf, He ſaid 
4 oreat deal more to that effect, and after that Oro- 
ondates, with the other Princes, and Queen T7 ha- 
f#ris had ſeconded him with the like diſcourſes, 
the whole company retired, to-leave tne night to 
Arſaces, who probably itood in need of it, having 
ſpent the greate!t part of the day in this narration. 
Lyſimach:zs and Pro omergs waited upon the Prin- 
ceſſes to Poler:9n's houſe, ard being atrerwards 
come back into their Tents, paſſed the night all of 
them, if not with a perfect reit, at leait with leſs dif: 
quiets than thoſe they were wont to feel. 

The next morning Lyſe-rachs, Ptolomeis, Ox 
yarres, and Eumenes Came to Oroondates his Tent, 
wherethey found rſaces in ſo fair a way of amend 
ment, as made them hope he would be abſolutely 
cured within a few dayes, All the Princes teltified 
the exceſs of their joy, andafter they were ſet down 
by the bed fide. Lyſimachis addreſſing himſeli to 
Arſaces. Sir, ( ſaid he) I protelt to you by all the 
gods, and by the reſpect I owe to Pariſaris, that 
the molt ſenſible diſcontent I now am touch'd with, 
sthat of having been one of thoſe that have help*d 
toward the ruine of your il}uftrious houſe, and that 
Iam ticd to you and yours, by ſuch powerful confi. 
derations, that this cruell remembrance will ever 
give a check' to my moſt glorious fortunes. It 1s 


true, Sir, I follow'd Alexander in the conqueſt of 


thoſe Dominions that were the King your fathers, 
and that in the diviſion that has been made of them 
ſince the death of Alexander, Thrace, Pontus, and 
Boſphorus are fallen to my ſhare ; Theſe Provinces 
are big enough to form a Kingdom of a large extent, 
but though by the ſame right I were Poſleſſour of ail 
that are in Aſia, I would deliver them up freely to 
their lawful Prince. TItherefore deveſt my ſelf of all 
the pretenſions our diviſion may have given me, and 
ince it is not in my power to reſtore you the whole 
Empire of the King your father, Ile ſerve you to the 
laſtdrop of my blood in the deſign you may have to 
recover it. Lyſimachus had hardly ſpoken, when 
Ptolomers who would not appear leſs generous than 
he; Egypt, ( ſaid he to the Prince ) and Arabia, 
with part of 4ffrick, ſhall alſo return to the ſub- 
kCtion of Prince Arraxerxes, for Inever will accept 


& 
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a Crown, which I cannot hold, but from the ſpoils 
of his. Emmencs made him the ſame offers of Cap- 
padocia, and Paphlagonia, and thoſe generous Prin- 
ces, itrove who ſhould be forwardeit to ſhew, that 
they knew how to deſpiſe Kingdoms, to render what 
they ow'dto vertue. But -ſaces abuſed not their 
civilities,and looking upon them with a very grateful 
countenance. I preter your friendſhip ( ſaid he )be- 
fore the Provinces you offer me, and before all thoſe, 
wiich by the rights of War we have loſt, but the 
generoſity you expreſs, ſhall never find me of ſo un- 
worthy an humour as to make a wrong uſe of it. 'Tis 
not by that way that I ought to riſe to the Throne a- 
gain, nor will I receive that from all the liberality of 
my friends, which the valour of my Enemies has 
taken from me, Therefore I proteſt to you by Orof- 
mades, by Berenice, and by my honour, that all your 
ofters, and all your intreaties, ſhall never be able to 
ſhake mefrom this reſolution. Poſſeſs the Territories 
which now are lawfully yours, and which I ſee you 
comman1 without envy, and without diſcontent ; 
there are enou.gh beſides inthe power of our Enemies 
to eitabliſh a Monarchy great enough, and if you 
would not have Dar:zs his ſon live asa private man, 
| refuſe not your zfſiſtance to reconquer part ofthem. 
This was Arſczces his reſolution and though the Prin- 
ces eſpecially Ly{izachs, {tuck obſtinately to their 
propoſition, it was impoſſible for them toovercome 
his refiitance, or make him recede from what he had 
determined. Since Artaxeres is alive ( faid Lyſi- 
machns ) Inever will command the Thractans, and if 
I will have a Kingdom to be worthy of Pariſaris, I 
mu-'t take it up ot other Provinces than thoſe that be- 
long to the Prince her Brother. Tis from my Ene- 
mics 1 ought to win Duminions, and not from per- 
ſons whom IFhonour more then all the world. He 
fatd a great deal more to the ſame effect, but all was 
tono purpcſe, for Prince A raer.xes continued firm 
in his intention. I cannot want a Crown ( replicd he ) 
while I rave ſuch friends as you are, andif we muſt 
deveit any of thoſe that are poſſeſſed of our inheri- 
trance, let us develt Perdiccas, and Leonatus, rather 
Lyſimachus, and Ptolomers ;, our Enemies have Pro- 
vinces enough for you, and forme too, and the Em- 
pire of Dar: (concluded he with a ſigh) may very 
well ſatisfic the ambition of vs all. 

Oroondates, who was witneſs of this converſation 
and who never open'd his mouth to interrupt it, 
admired the magnanimity of both, and found reaſons 
in Artaxerxes his refuſal, which perſwaded him to 
approve it. When from that entertainment they 
fell upon another,Or00nates, and Lyſimach:s began 
to ſhew their diſquiets they were in for their Prin- 
ceſſes, of whom they could hear no manner of news, 
of whom 4r/aces had made no mention at all in the 
end of his diſcourſe, though he had been in Faby- 
loa, and that he continued 2 good while near thoſe 
that had taken them, The diſcontent of theſe two 
Princes was preſently obferv'd by the company, 
and after the cavſce of it was known, there was fo 
much reaſon found in it, that it could not jnily be 
condemn'd. Arſaces, faid he, had herd nothing 
of them, but that the rage, wherewith he was 
then tranſported. had Toft tim very little -carc of 
inquiring , and after he had muſed a white yyon 
that conſideration, I think, Brether, { added he 
of a ſudden)we may learn the truth of what's become 
of them by a means that's not come into my hand, 
You do not doubt but thit my intereſts now are 1n- 
ſeparably 
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ſeparably link'd with yours, and that though I were 
not tied to yours by thoſe of our houſe, Roxana, 
Perdiccas, and all they of that party mutt needs be 
be my Enemies now, becauſe I know them to be 
yours. I ſhall chearfully fight again{t them with 
you, but before you give me a ſecond Battle, that 
w..ichl owe to the aſſiitance I have receiv'd from Se- 
leucu, obliges me to demand a Parley with him) 
andto uſe all my endeavours to withdraw him from 
aparty,againit which I am ready to declare my ſelf ; 
if Perdicc.5 will make one atour interview, he fhall 
be admitted, and if ycu pl-aſe to be preſent, Bro- 
ther, you and I together will ſee them two, and 
make our ſelves known tothem, and if we cannot 
by generoſity perſwade them to reſtore the Princel- 
ſes my fiiters. we ſhall at leait know what we ought 
to fear, or hope concerning them, andthe truth of 
the condition they now are in. Orvondarcs and all 
| hisfriends lik'd very well of Artaxcrxes his motion, 

ant Lyſimicius, b th for his own intereſt, and the 
deſire of keeping them company, would gladly have 
been one, if - is mortal hatred to Perdiccas had not 
oppoſe:! all manner of interviews between them. 
From this diſcourſe ( which was broken off by the 
coming in of Craterw, Oxyarres, Antroomm, De- 
merius, Puiyperchon; and many other chief Com- 
manders) they fell to that oi the War, and of thc 
preparations they were to make for a ſecond Battle, 
and thoſe Princes to whom Arraxerxes's military ex- 
perience was known onely by report before, heard 
him ſpeak in ter.1:s, which ma.ic them ſeeqthat for 
all he was but young, he had attain'd to: as much 
knowledge as the oldeit and greate(t Captains in the 
world had ever had. Wherefore all thoſe great 
Commanders ſubſcribd to his opinions, with a rea- 
dineſs which even wounded his modeſty, and the 
knowledge of his quality, and of his vertue begot 
ſuch a reſpect in them to his perſon, as they had ne. 
ver givento any body but Alexander, There was 
not one amongſt them who came not to pay him 
their civilities witha great deal of ſubmiſſion, and 
very few, who according to Ly/tmach his example, 
did not offer to reitore the Territories whereof they 
had already taken poſſeſſion ; but he gave them the 
ſame anſwers he had done the former, and perhaps 
it was their aſſyrance of his refuſal, that made them 
ſo forward in thoſe generous offers. Within a little 
after, the room that was left in the Chamber, was 
fill'd by the arrival of the Princeſs Berenice, Queen 
Thale$tris, the fair Deidamia, Apamia, Arſince, 
Cleone, and other Ladies, and when they after one 
another had inquired how the two Princes did, that 
noble company began an entertainment, in which 
they ſpent moſt part of the day. The next morning 
Prince Oroondates left his bed, and Artaxerxes 
found himſelf much mended, that he doubted not 
but within a week he ſhould be as well as Oroonda- 
Fes, 
The Princeſs Berenice by her own inclination, and 
by ker Brothers deſire. kept him company for the 
moſt part, and that paſſionate Prince injoyed a hap- 
pineſs in her ſweet and charming converſation, which 
made him utterly forget his wounds. That fair 
Princeſs, whoſe love was not inferiour to his, drew 
contentments alſo from his ſight, and from the teſti- 
monies of his affection, which were able tv make 
reparation for part of the ſorrows ſhe had under- 
gone ; and that: long deprivation of thoſe joyes 
which were then afforded them, made them far more 


CASSANDR A. 


| 


n 
Fa ES 
- 


precious to one another, than if they had not be 

interrupted; a thouſand times did lovely h_— 
uſe little reproaches to her dear Arſaces, for the i. 
juries he had done her inthe tranſports of his cry 
jealouſte, anda thouſand times did happy Arſace 

reading in her eyes that her anger was neither diſh 
liging nor dangerous } excuſe himſelf by a filen 
accompatiied with flaming glances, and fixing his 
lips upon one of her fair hands, ſeem'd as ifhe woul 
m_ out his ſoul there for the expiation of his 
auits. 

Orooudates was joy d toſee the ſatisfaCtion of thep 
two perſons whom he loved ſo well, and the happi 
neſs of Artaxcrxes was ſodear to him, that he couly 
not look upon his contentments with leſs delight 
than if they had been his own ; but he could have 
wiſh'd a fortune like that of his, and that ſight a. 
wakening the remembrance of his old felicities, drey 
fghs from his breaſt a thouſand times a day. Inthe 
interim he buſied himſelf with the other Commar. 
ders in the duties of his charge, and all of them lx. 
bour'd to put the Army in a condition to fight ano. 
ther Battle ;.they c:uſed their wounded men tohe 
carefully look'd to, their Armes to be mended, and 
alſo the Chartots that had been broken; they re. 
cruited their Troops with freſh men that came uy 
daily to the Army, and in ſhort all things tended tg 
the cruel preparation for a bloody day, Philonides 
brought a reforcement of ten thouſand men out 
A: ypr to Prolowerms, Antiſtenes fix thouſand to An. 
tigenmus ont of Phrygia, Lyſimachus four thouſand 
Syrians to Laomecdon, and within a few dayes aſter 


with ſix thouſand Cappadecians, and Paphla, onians, 


which Ariſtedes brought for Exmenes, they ſawthe 

valiant Zſcnalippa arrive with ten thouſand Ana- 

zons, Thaleſtris was not a litti* joy'd, when the 

ſaw her ſupplies were come, and moſt part of the 

Princes would needs wait upon that fair Queen to 

meet them, and with admiration Echeid the march, 

and diſcipline of thoſe warlike women, Their 

Queen receiv'd them with a great deal of ſweetneſs 

and affection, and 1Me-alippa, with the chick of her 

companions, long imbractrs her knees, expreſsd 

what an infinite truuble her loſs, or her tedious ab- 

ſence had imprinted in the hearts of all ker ſubjeQs, 

The, whole Army welcom'd theſe ſucconrs. very re- 

ſpectfully, and the Troops that were already -quar- 

tered, willingly yielded them the moſt commocious 
place to incamp in. They were in this con-ition 
when Arſaces.left his bed, and that ſame day hisfa- 
tisfaction was increaſed by the fght of his faithful 
Criton, whom certain Souldicrs brought in, having 
taken him about the Camp, where he was ſecking 
after his maſter. Ar/aces, when he had imbrac'd 
him many times with a moſt particular affection, 
heard by him, that the Commanders of the enemies 
Army, eſpecially Seleuczs, had ſhew'd a creat deal 
of trouble for his dep.:rture, and that not having 
been able to £ueſs the cauſe, they had imploy'd & 
veral perſons to ſeek for him. This confirm'd Ar- 
ſsces in the delign of ſeeing Selewem and Perdices 
before the Battle, and with that intent he impatient- 
ly waited for a more perfect cure, In the mean time 
all the Princes being met together in his C' amber 
by Or-ordates his counſel. would have deliicrd up 
the ſole authority of the Army into his hands, and 
preſs'd him to accept of it with the molt earneſt in- 
treaties they could invent to win him to it ; butal 
their peſwaſi:nz would not ſerve, and after deb 
| "s 
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' refus'd all manner of command, all ttzey could 
obtain of him at Iajt, was, that he would come in for 
the ſeventh man to take his turn among the f1x other 
Princes, £0 WROM the Army had already ſumitted, 
They all receiv'd that companion joyfully, and 
while he Was recovering ſtrength, they often ſent 
out parties 3 for knowing tnat the Enemies Army 
-ereas'd as Well a5 theirs, they {trove to diminith 
heir number by frequentskirmithes, in witch there 
vas much blood ſhed every day on either ſlide. A- 
mons thoſe that got greateit renown tm thoſe En- 
counters, was the young Demerrins, who gain'd an 
extraordinary Feputation; and being ofan age to ſeek 
occaſions to thew his worth, he ſutier'd none toeſ 
cape without giving proot> of a valour tiat was far 
fom coinnion. Yet was it no longer detpatr that 
thruſt him head!ong into danger, for his heart had 
aly'd part of its forrow,. by the birth ot another 
paſhon ; tC ſad remembrance of H-rmione, had 
by lictle and litrl- given place to the charms of Dez- 
Jamia, and that love of Aſhes, and of Tombs, had 
yielded to a more Iawfull affection ; the current of 
his tears were {topp'd, ani his words were no lonp- 
erinterrupted with ſo many ſobs, but his fiphs con- 
tnued {41 though they had chang'd their object; and 
though this lair were leſs deplorable than the former 
it was ſo powerful, and ſo i:nperious, that thoſe 
tmerous meſſengers of his love durit hardly ven 
ture to make their paſſage out of his breait, Yet 
4d he reſiit the birth of this latter paſſion, and op 
pos'd the force of it-with all the remembrances of 
Hermione, but though thoſe forrowful 74cas ſerved 
his intention for a few moments, the fight of Deida- 
wa conquer'd all thoſe obſtacles, and diſhpated all 
tisreſolutions. That fair Princeſs wept daily for a 
los which was {til] freſh in her memory, and at firit 
Demetrics had contented himſelf with weeping with 
her, confirming her in the deſizn of loving the re- 
membrance of her dear Az:s eternally ; and if in the 
beginning he had found ſome conſolation in the hu- 
mour, and in the deſtiny of that Princeſs, he now 
defired an alteration in them both, He had inſenfi- 
bly dry'd up his tears to become her comforter, 
whoſe companion in affliction he had been before; 
ard in ſhort, as he haJ before lamented onely his 
own misfortunes, ſo now he ſeemed to have forgot 
them, to become ſenſible of Deidamiz's. She, who 
had obſerv'd the winning qualities of Demcrriz5,who 
knew his birth, and who ( beſides) found her ſelf ob- 
lig'd to his civilities, and to the care he took for her 
conſolation, and for her Fortune, ſhew'd him a great 
deal of acknow'edgement, and beheld him with 
more good will than all the re{t ; but being her 
grief was very lively, and very real, and that her 
heart in that condition, was little capable of a ſecond 
afletion, all her inclinations to Demerrins went not 
beyond the limits of eſtceny and oratitude, and he 
whoſe paſſion ſettled it ſelf with a mot profound re- 
pet, and who was more afraid of Az:s, for all he 
was dead, than of all his living Enemies, knowing 
Deidaria's mind, durit neither complain of his 
condition, nor deſire one more advantageous. He 
Houphr it not enough to forbid his tongue the uſe of 
(ſpeech, but would alfo keep even his eyes, and 
iphs from diſcovering, his paſſion, and cqually fear 
ng to offend, both what he began, and what he 
caſed to love, he ty'd himſelf up ſtrictly in a very 
mrrow con{traint, 

intheſe terms he food, when the whole Army 
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was ready totry the ſucceſs of a ſecond day, and Ar- 
ſaces being then well enough cured to ride on horſe- 
back, and to fight, approv'd of the reſolution which 
he knew all his Companicns had, to ſend and pre- 
ſent their Enemies Battel within three dayes. They 
nad inteliigence by ſpies that were return'd out of 
their Camp, that their Army was no leſs recruited 
than theirs, and that from Media, Lydia, Pamphi- 
lacy. C arta, and Parthia, there was a re inforce- 
ment of five and thirty, or forty thouſand men come 
to them ; and not being willing to afford them time 
to mare theimſelves ſtronger, they with a general 
opinion determined to ſend them a challenge, and to 
agree with them both upon the day and field for de- 
ciding of their quarrel, Cleomencs and Ariſtides 
were choſen for that commiſſion ; but before they 
went, Arſaces tiking them aſide, inform'd them of 
what he deſired, and gave them charge to demand 
an intervenience of Perdiccas and Seleucus the next 
day between the two Camps for him, and one of 
is friends with all neceſſary ſecurities. The Depu- 
ties departed, having received their inſtructions, 
and the Princes remained with the Ladies, who be- 
gan already to tremble, and grow pale at the ap- 
proach of the Battel, Berenice was like to die with 
tear for her dear Arraxerxes, and for the Prince her 
Brother, who ſhe faw eſcaped out of fo many dan- 
vers, onely to precipitate themſelves into a new one, 
and to try the hazard of a day, the events whereof 
were very doubtful, Apamia end Arſinoe grew 
wan for their dear and noble husbands; Deidamia, 
for all the was exempt from loving any body that 
was alive, was not without fear for her worthy 
friends, and among all, the Princeſs from whom ſhe 
hoped for ſupport, ſhe beſtowed her particular 
wiſhes for young Demerrizy, Onely Thaleſtris ap- 
peared fearleſs among ſo many timerous Princeſſes, 
and making ſome attempts to baniſh out of her 
min4 the remembrance of Orontes which afflicted 
her, ſhe ſhew'd her ſelf at the head of her fair Ama- 
2675, both fairer and chearfuller than ordinary, her 
ſatisfaction was cauſed by their arrival,and ſhe could 
not diſlemble the contentment ſhe receiv'd, by be- 
ing able to aſſiit thoſe Princes with her Forces, whom 
tiil then ſhe had onely ſerved in her fingle perſon. 
The two Camps being not far aſſunder, Cleomenes 
and Ar:jties were not long e're they return'd, 
whereupon the Souidiers ran thronging to the Tent 
of Anttgonics, who commanded that day, and where 
the Princes were then aſſembled, The anſwer they 
heard was ſuch as they defired, for Cleomenes told 
them that the Enemies had gladly received their 
propoſition, and that Perd:ccas had promiſed to ex- 
pect them th: third day, with a hundred thouſand 
men in the next Field. Al] the Company welcom'd 
this news with joyful cryes, and the rumour of it 
going out of the Tent, ran preſently from one to 
another, into all parts of 'the Camp. Afterwards 
Cleamenes turning toward Arſaces to give him an 
account of his whole negotiation. Sir, ( ſaid he ) 
I have followed your orders, and having declared 
your intention to Seleuczs, heappear'd to altoniſht 
to hear you were in our party, that of a great while 
he was no: able to anſwer me; inthe end, after he 
had male ſome complaints of your change, he con- 
ferr'd with Perd:ccas and they both together pro- 
miſed me, that to morrow as ſoon as the ſun ts riſen, 
they will bz upon that little hill which you ſce on the 
right hand, and which is juſt 1 alt way _—_— 
their 
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their Army and ours; Arſaces was very well pleaſ- 
ed with this anſwer, and hoping for a good ſucceſs 
of that parley, he imparted his thoughts to Prince 
- Oroondarrs, with whom he walked a while upon the 
bank of the River. Thereſt of that day was ſpent 
in their ordinary employments, and the next morn- 
ins as ſoon as day appear d, the. Princes of Scyrhia 
and Perſiz called for their cloaths and Arms, and no 
ſooner had they got them on, but they took horſe, 
and rode directly toward the place Cleowenes had 
fold them of. They arrived there firſt, but preſently 
after they ſaw them coming whom they expected, 

and Arſaces no ſooner knew Selerczzs,but he gallop'd 
up toward him, and the ſame did Oroondates by his 
example. When they were near, they ſaluted one 
another ina faſhion that had nothing of enmity in it, 
and though O-00z4ates were unknown to Perdiccas, 
( whoſe weakneſs had not ſuffered him to obſerve 
his face when he had been ſuccour'd by him ) his 
graceful preſence working the effect that was uſual 
toit, mov'd Perdiccas to nothing but reſpect, After 
the firt falutation, Arſaces preventing Selencus, 
who open'd his mouth probably to uſe ſome re- 
proaches again{t him. You wonder brave Seleucus, 
( ſaid he )to ſee me in your enemies party, but when 
once you know me, you will wonder more that ever 
you ſaw me in yours. I knowl am indebted ro you 
for my life, but you ſhall alſo know that I have fought 
for you againlt nature, againit juitice, againit my 
neareit friends, and even againit my ſelf, and that 
perhaps few men in the world would have preferred 
the obligation I have to you, before the intereſt 
which now has pulPd me from you; yet as great as 
itis, it is notable to make me forget a friend ſo wor- 
thy of eſteem as is Seleucrs, and I was very defirovs 
to ſec him, to juſtifie my ſelf in his opinion, and to 
beg the continuation of a friendſhip, which I no-long- 
er can hope for from thoſe of his party. I never 
| thought ( reply'd Selerc:ss ) it could be out of incon- 
ſtancy that Ar/aces had forſaken us, and I have found 
courage, and gratitude enough in you, for a ſervice 
of ſmall importance, to believe they muſt needs be 
very weighty conſiderations that had made you to 
become our Enemy. Yet could I not hear it with- 
out trouble, nor( if I may ſay fo to you) without 
reſentment, ſince by the promiſes of friendſhip you 
had made me, I believed ſuch a man as you are ſuf- 
ficiently engag'd. Say, ( adied Perdiccas, who 
had not ſpoken till then ) that no party can loſe a man 
like Ar/zces, without being very much weakned, 
that the great actions we have ſeen him do in favour 
of us, will not ſuffer us to bear his loſs without com- 
plaining of it; and thatin ſhort, (if we may uſe ſuch 
a reproach ) we had given hira no cauſe, by the 
uſage he received from us, to carry his aſſijtance to 
our Enemies. That I gave to you( replyed &rſa- 
ces) asit is my greatelt crime, ſo would it alſo be 
my greateit remorſe, if it were not excuſed by what 
I ow'd to Selexcws, and by the tranſports of a paſſion 
to which I had then given my ſelf over. In brief 
Perdiccas, fince you know what I have done for 
\ you, learn what I ought to have done againſt you, 
by learning that Iam the Son of Darizzs, Thoſe Prin- 
ceſſes, whom you brought to the very brink of 
death, and whom you now keep priſoners, are my 
Siſters; and to give you a fuller knowledge of me, 
he who pulled Sr:atira out of your arms, and who 
upon the banks of Exphrates, made you with part 
of your blood, to ſatisfie for the offence you com- 


CU SSANDRAM 


| 


"62M SO 
Nas bas.” 
F 


mitted againſt her that had been your Queen 

no other then this Arraxerxes, who ncek "he x 
for you, againſt the Protectors of his blood pi 
the revengers of his quarrel, and this Arraxey, 
who now ſpeaks to you. The confuſion of Perdices 
and Seleucu was exceeding preat at this diſcourſe of 
Artaxerxes, and being they had heard by com 
fame that Dari his onely Son had been dead mar 
years, they could not learn thas he was alive and 
that he was Arſaces, without falling into an wn, 
rallel'd amazement. They ſhould have doubted 
the truth of theſe words, if they had heard then 
from the mouth of a perſon, whoſe ſoul had bee 
leſs great then his, but not knowing how to ſuſpeg 
ſuch a man as Arſaces of alye, they confidered hin 
from head to foot, with more reſpect then before 
and were not able to open their mouths to give hin 
any anſwer. Neither did the Prince afford them 
leaſure, but going on with his diſcourſe, while their 
altoniſhment had {truck them mute ; Although am 
the Son of Dari, ( purſued he) Icome not tore. 
proach you as Enemies of our houſe, and though 
Perdiccas hath uſed thoſe Princeliles unworthily 
whom he ought n-t to have beheld but with reſpec}, 
I know nevertheleſs that he emp'oy'd his induſtryty 
ſave their lives; and that but for his care they might 
perchance have been ſacrifices to Roxana's cruelty; 
this remembrance ſtifles part of my reſentments 
and obliges me to make a further trial bogh of Sel. 
cs his fricndſhip, and Perdiccas his gencroſity, to 
obtain the liberty of my Siſters; Compleat the glo. 
ry of that aCtion, ( O Perdiccs ) which you did in 
favour of them, end reſtore us a Queen, and a 
Princeſswhich are of recilluſtrious a birth to continue 
your CaptiveS$ any longcr, Artarerxes demands 
his ſiſters of you, and (roondares his Miftris, the 
deſire of gaining ſuch a friend ſhould make you for: 
get yorr intereits, and if you cannot become his by 
the recital of his admirable actions, conſider him as 
a Prince, wio twice has been the author of your 
ſafety, he ſecur'd you once from the revenge of 
Lyſ1tmachus, and after our Combat upon the River 
fide he affiited you again, thoughtr confidering youas 
Statira's Murtherer, one would have thought he 
ſhould rather have given you a thouſand deaths, 
then the ſuccour you received from him. *Tis this 
miraculous man, whoſe vertue wins him Idolatersin 
all places, 'tis he whom at the head of his Troop 
you have ſeen defeat your Barralions alone, and car- 
ry Victory which way ſoever he turn'd, he under 
whoſe valour I have ſunk two or thrce ſeveral] times, 
and he ſay no more, ( interrupted Oroonds- 
res, whoſe modeſty coul4 not ſuffer Arſaces his di 
courſe any longer ) theſe praiſes offend our friend 
ſhip, and tis enough you told Perdiccas Artaxerxt 
loves me, to obtain the favour you demand of him 
in my behalf, Sr27:r4 is without doubt indebtedto 
him for her life, and I ſhall be indebted to him for 
Statira, and alſo for my life, if he generoully cat 
conquer his Intereſts, and if he will grant that to 
our requeits, which he has refuſed to the threats, 
and to the force of ſo potent an Army as that 0 
ours. Purdiceas, who durins the diſcourſe of 
the two Princes, had had time to ſettle his aſto- 
niſhment, and to recall to mind the wounds Arrar- 
erxes had given him, and the ſhame Oro0ndarer, 
for all ke was unknown to him, had made him ſufter, 
when at the head of his Army he had overthrow 


him on the ground at the firſt encounter, croliin 
ta0ic 
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Book. VI. 
thoſe two Princes,but 'twas Oroondates as his Rival, 
and Artaxerxes as his Enemy : and recollecting atl 
his confidence tO reply 3 I am very glad (faid he) to 
know perſons with whom I have had encounters of 
no ſmall importance, and with whom I ſhall not fear 
the like again, though Fortune ſeconded them in the 
farmer ; I have been wounded by your hand, Ar- 
axerxes, afd by that occaſion that made us hght, 

know Statira is alive, and moreover that ſhe is 
{live by my aſſiſtance; I therefore will not tell you 
heis dead, as all other men have hitherto been made 
believe, and I have too much interett in her life to 
eaſe to defend it, while the gods afford me mine, 
Statira is alive, but ſhe's not alive for Oroond-res ; 
though the good office he did me, were ſufficient 
weight to counterballance what he hath done againit 
ws, ard alt-ough what Arſaces has done for us, 
were able to make me forget the wounds he gave 
ne, neither of them ought to hope for that from me, 
which] would not part with for all the Empires of 
ofthe wor'd, nor doth any rule of generoſity oblize 
me to give that to my Enemy, and to my Rival, 
which I would refuſe to my deareit friends, and even 
to Alexander himſelf, if he were yet- ina condition 
to make uſe of the power he once had over me. 
But thou ſhalt (replicd impatient Crvonadates) thou 
ſhalt either give Sra::r4 to that Enemy, and to that 
Rival, or elſe that life, which thou hait already been 
like to loſe by the ſword of cach; Texpected no- 
thing from thee, and if I did abaſe my ſelf fo far as 
to entreat thee, know thou owelt that forcing of my 
ncinations only to the power Arraxerxcs hath with 
me, 
If I were not with held by the promiſe | have gi- 
ren him, perhaps thou never ſhouſdeit return into 
thy Camp, to boaſt of the advantages thou haſt 0- 
verme ; and thou ſhouldelt quickly know, that if 
Statira be not alive for Or00adates, ſhe never ſhall 
beſo for Perdiccas. Think not (replied Perdiccas, 
putting his hand upon the hilt of his ſword) that thy 
threats can terrifie me, or that I will take advantage 
bythe promiſe thou haſt given thy friend ; Ie de- 
fend Sratira both againſt thy perſon, and againſt thy 
frees, ſhe is in my power, ſhe is in Baby/on with 
her Siſter, and that which I have hitherto kept ſecrct 
for other conſiderations than thine, ſhall now be 
publiſht to the whole world, to engage thee ſo 
much the more to execute what thou halt threat- 
ned, 

Oroondates ſuffered himſelf to be tranſported with 
anger, and would without doubt have decided his 
Quarrel with Perdiccas. if he had not heen with- 
beld by AYTANETXCS, wo {110 confidering Selencus 
4a man to whom he was cblized, «deſired to ſhun 
teoccaſion of drawing his ſword againſt him. Itis 
neaſer matter, (added the Prince of Perſia) for 
uch perſons as 0r0ondates to execute than to threa- 
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ten; but I ſhould have hoped that Se exc (continu- | 
 heturning tow.rd him ) would have uſed ſome | 


endeavour to draw Peraiccas to more vertuous 
thoughts. 1f I had not hitherto ( replied Selercms ) 


nown a grear deal of vertue in Perdrccas, and a | 
Feat deal of Juſtice and integrity in all tis aftions, I | 
would never have been his friend, but 1 am ſo now ' 


n ſich a high degree, -that 1 ſerve him without 
g0ing againit his intentions, and without conſi- 
ring any other intereſts but his. Then am diſen- 
biged ( ſaid Artaxerxes briskly) of part of what I 
We you, I acquit you of all (anſwered Selenews, ) 
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and ſince you are Perdiccss his Enemy, I cannot 
look upon you as other than the Enemy of Selexcrs, 
I will not be ſo far his Enemy, (replyed the Prince) 
but that ] ſhall remember I am obliged to him, and 
{hal cifcern him alwayes from the relt of his party, 
1hey had ſaid more, if Or06::4:tes, who could no 
longer endure the fight of Perarecas without break- 
ing forth into rage, had not haſtecd their ſeparation, 
Lect s away Brother (ſaid ke to the Prince) and ſtay 
no loi: er with Enemies, with whom we mutt 
henceforth converſe no other way but with our 
iwords. Farewel Perdiceas ( continued he looking 
upon him with an eye that ſparkled with fury, and 
with an eye, which as reſolute as he was, did little 
daunt him) defend Srarzra, fince thou hat underta- 
ken it, but know the day draws near when thou ſhalt 
reſtore her to me, andall the blood inthy body with 
her. He ſaid no more, but pulling 4/aces by the 
arm, made him without other ſalute turn from his 
Enemies, whom he left with very threatning words 
andactions; Yct in the miatt of all his anger, he 
carrycdaway no {inal f.tisfaction, in having learnt 
from tke movth of Perd:cca;, ( who till then had 
difavow'dit ) that C.fandrs was in Babylon, and 
ſince he was afſur « ofthe place of her abode by him, 
who knew it bettcr than any body eife in the world, 
he hop'd he fheuld recover her by force, though 
kis Enemies were yet {irenger than they were,and 
thoupn 4a#3ioz were decſended with a hundred walls, 
like that wherewith it was encloſed. 

\s ſoon as the two Princes were returned to the 
Camp, all the Commanders came about them, to 
hear what had been the ſucceſs of that interview z 
and they gave them an exact account Af all that had 
paſſed between them. Dear Companidn of my For- 
tune, (ſaid Croondates to Lyſimachns) our-Prin- 
ceſſesarein Zabzlou, and from hence forward weno 
more can doubt of their life, nor of the place of their 
Captivity ; but we muit win them with the edge 
of the ſword, for Pcrdiccas prepares to defend them 
witn his utmoit power. Perdiccas his defence, (re- 
piy'd Lyfmuchis) will be but weak againlt the va- 
lour of Cr90rdares, and perhaps .4!ceras has not con- 
quered all the difficulties he has yet to encounter for 
the obtaining of P:riſatrs, Aﬀter theſe words, the 
re:i of the day was ſpent in neceſſary preparations 
for the Battei, and the next morning all the Troops 
were carcfully overlookt, their number exactly ta- 
ken, and the ſeveral] Battalions were diſpoſed, ac- 
cording to the order they intended ro obſerve, The 
day of Battel happencd to be that of Oroonaates his 
Coiminand, and all the Officers in whom that Princes 
vertue had made a wonderful impreſſion, ſhew'd an 
extream contentment that it ſo teil out, Yet Or007- 
dates would have ſhar'd that glory with his Compa- 
nions, but tney oppoſed his intention ſo ttifly, that 
it was impoſſible far him tv make them conſent ; and 
even A ſaces himſe'f, whom he prefſed to it by 
all the conſiderations of their friendſhip., per- 
fied formerly in the reſolution of the reit, and 
contenting himſe'f with the gory he had gain'd 
at the head of the Scythi2u Army, would needs 
ſce his dear Brother, at that of ſo many gallant men, 
and leave hin the whole konour of that memorable 
day. | 

Oroondates being in the end con'train'd to 
yield tw the defirzs of his friends, proteſted 
that nothing but obedience made him acccpt 
of an advantage, to which his ambition never 
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had aſpir'd, and afterward by their advice he diſ- 
poſed of the Forces on this manner - He divided 
them into four bodies, as at the other Battel, the firit 
of which was given to the valiant Arſaces; 'twas 
with an exceeding joy, and with a marvellous hope 
' of Victory that they ſaw ſo great a man obey'd by 
the Conquerours of the greateit part of the world, 
and with them, they that had been his fathers ſub- 
jects acknowledged their Prince, and ſubmitted to 
him with an extraordinary affection. That body 
was compoſed of Baitrians, and Zogdians under 
Prince Oxyarres, who defired to unite himſelf ro the 
fortune of his Nephew, and under Cophes the ſon of 
Artabaſus ; of Syrians under the brave Laomedon,of 
Lydians under Menander, and of Cappadocians un- 
der the generous Exmenes. Tie ſecond body was 
given to Lyſimachus, confiiting of Thracians, and of 
the inhabitants of Ponrzs, and Hoſphorus ; of Egyp- 
tians and Arabians under Prolomerus, who would 
eeds fight that day by the ſide of his dear friend, 
Gina of Cilc:ans under the conduct of Oreſtes, the 
Brother of their deceaſed Commander Philor as, The 
third was aſſign'd to the great Crater, and under 
him marched the valiant Macedonians that were late- 
ly of Alexanders guard, with Polyperchon, who de- 
fired to fight at the head of them; the Africans, 
ſubjects of Prolomerws, under his brother Menelarns 
as alſo the Armenians, and Meſoporamians who 
wanted leaders ſince the death of their Princes Phra: 
- taphernes, and Archeſilas, who with their ſons had 
fallen by the ſword of Arſaces. The gallant Queen 
of the Amazons commanded the laſt, and though 
ſhe would have refuſed that charge, ſhe was con- 
ſtrained to accept of it, by the moit urgent entrea- 
ties of allthe Princes; ſhe was followed by her cou- 
rageous Amazons under Aenalyppa and Ama.thea, 
by the Paphlagonians, who were led by Euriſter:, 
Eumenes his Lieutenant, by the Hyrcanians under 
Philip, and by the Phrygians under Antigonu, 
who for all his greatneſs, and the heigth of his qua 
lity and reputation would needs place himſelf that 
day under the banners of that valiant Princeſs : De- 
metrixzhad an employment worthy of himſelf, which 
was a body a part compoſed of fix thouſanl horſe, 
that was to keep upon the wings, and accor.ing to 
the events ani neceſlities, to ſuccour them that had 
need of his affiltance ; and the conduct of two hun- 
dred Chariots of War, Arm'd with Sithes, and plates 
of Iron, and full of Archers taken out of the ſeve- 
ral Nations, was committed to young Alexander 
the ſon of Polyperchou, The whole Army being thus 
diſpoſed of, the four chief Commanders took a ſur- 
vey of thoſe Troops that were to obey them, and 
during the remainder of that day, they ſhewed them- 
ſelves to the Souldiers, and in{tructed the Officers in 
thoſe things they deſired to make them know. Cra- 
terus, Who had the command that day, was careful 
to over-ſee the Arms, Horſes, Chariots, an4 the 
field of Battel, and when night was come, beſides 
the general cares, every man in particular was diver 
fly employ'd in preparations for that important day. 
The morning light began newly to appear when 
the ſignal of Battel was ſet up on the top of Oroonda- 
res his Tent, and the ſound of a thouſand warlike in- 
ſtruments, which were heard from one Camp to the 
other, rouz'd upthoſe that were faſteſt aleep, and 
excited in the fainteſt hearts a courage which was 
not natural to them. The Prince of Scyrhi4 had not 
ſtay'd for it,but his cares,and his generous!mpatience 
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had.made him leave his bed before the break of da 

As ſoon he perceived the ſhining of the carl 
beams ; Ifalute thee ( cryed he ) O glorious gay. 
and thou bright Sun, the tutclary God of my v;9" 
ceſles Countrey, who to day art to give light toan 


action worthy of thy preſence ; iftheſe years which 


my love has covered with a gloumy obſcurity, haw 
paſſed with ſome kind of diſhonour to me, perchance 
I ro day may tind occaſion to make my Fortune alone 
be accuſed of part of thoſe faults which have hithertg 
reflected upon me, My Armes, ( continued he) 
my Armes, and preſently after Loncares havin 
brovght them, he put them on with the help of 
Araxes, who buſied himſelf in that employment 
with a joy which he drew from the contentment gf 
his Maſter. They were the ſame he wore in the 
former Battel, as well becauſe he had try'd their 
goodneſs, and for love of the Prince that had Piven 
him them, as to make himſelf the more eafily known 
to Perdiccas againit whom he had now turn dall the 
anger which before was chiefly againſt 4rſaces 
There had been but very few with him at his riſing, 
becauſe he was one of the firſt up in the wholeCamp, 
but his Armes were not quite on, when his Cham- 
ber was full of Officers of the Army. He with them 
went out of his Chamber to go into that of Arſace, 
whom he found out of bed, and with him Oxyarre, 
Hyonews;, and many other noble perſons, whole af. 
fections that Prince's admirable vertues had acquir- 
ed. Brother (cry'd Oroondates as he came in )to 
day we (hall have you to fight with us, and I hope 
we (hall conquer, ſince in turning of our ſide, you 
without doubt will make the victory turn with you. 
Yes Brother, ( reply'd Prince Arraxerxes) we ſhall 
conquer, and if the gods are not too much our Ene- 
mie, an Army commanded by Oroondates, andby 
ſo many valiant Princes cannot chuſe but hope: for 
victory. 

After theſe words, and many others full of mode- 
ity, and civility, they received LZyſtmachus, Ptcle- 
mew, and Craterus, and by little and little all the 


conſiderable men of the Army, Berenice, Apanua,. 


an] the other Ladics, whom the apprehenſions of 
that day had waken'd ſooner than ordinary, came 
thither alſo, Aparia and Arſince openly ſhew'd the 
fear thy were infor their dear husbands, and Bre- 
nice thongh {he endeavoured to diſſemble part of 
hers, or to make the opinion of it fall upon her 
fection to her brother, could not keep the company 
from diſcovering that though Oroondares was very 
dear to her, yet her greateit diſqui:ts were for A- 
taxerxes, Oreondates obſerved it with much joy, 
and as jealous as he had bcen of him for arother, 
he envyed not his friend the precedence in his Siſters 
affection. 'Twas in her preſence Arraxerxes called 
for his Armes, which had newly been preſented to 
him by his Uncle Prince Oxyartes ; They had bem 
Darizs his, and were the ſame he wore when under 
the name of Codvman, he by a memora'le combat 
had added Armenia tothe Crown of Perſia, and the 
Prince his ſon having kiſſed them, out of the reſpe 
he owed unto that memory, could not put them 00 
without ſolemnizing that remembrance with ſome 
tears, nor without drawing ſome by his action from 
the eyes of Oroondares, and Oxyartes, withthe reſt 
of their companions. As D2rius had been the great 
eſt, and moſt magnificent King in all the world, bs 
Armes ſhewed tokens of his magnificerce, and 
his greatneſs, and the gold- and tones of _ 
| Waeke- 
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- the matter whereof they were made ; ſo that when 
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wherewith chey were enriched, afforded no ſight of 


the Prince had put them on, he look'd like fierce A- 
-hilles in thoſe gallant Arms, whereon Yulcan at the 
requelt of Thetis had ſet forth the utmoſt of his skill, 
all the Princes went out of the Tent together to be 

ofent at the ſacrifices that were going to be offered 
through the whole Camp,and by the zeal they teſti- 
fed in that action, made the Souldiers know that 
tas rather from the gods than from their valour 
they ought ro expect the ſucceſs of that dangerous 
day; the Prieſt found nothing ominous, either inthe 
moak, or in the entrails of the beaſts, and ſome 
anong them having eſpied an Eagle flying toward 
their left-hand,drew a preſage from thence, that gave 
them a very great hope of victory. 

The Troops began preſently after to march out of 
their entrenchments, and were drawn upin the plain 
by the care of Exumnes and Polyperchon, while Ar- 
"ces took a leave of Berenice, which ſhe could not 
ive him without breaking forth into ſorrow, anJ 
while Prince Or-07dates attended by his faithful A- 
raxesgallop'd through all the ſeveral diviſions, and 
by his words an1 preſence ſtir d upa deſire to fight 
inthe hearts of the verieſt cowards ; The Princeſſes 
yere already retired. all the Commanders were at 
the heads of their Battalions, and the Forces be'ng 
quite drawn up, marched roward their Enemies in 
alant order ; they had mov'd but alittle way when 
they perceiv'd them, and from a riſing ground ſaw all 
the Field of Bavy/on covered with men and horſes, 
Their order was no leſs beautiful than that of our 
Princes, nor their march 1-ſs conſiderable. Perdic- 
< had divided his Army into {ix Battalions ; the firſt 
compoſed of Macedonians, Parthians, and the in- 
habitants of mount Caucaſus was commanded by 
the valiant Seleuczus. C:fſ.tnder led the ſecond con- 
liting of Czrians, Lycians, and of the invincible 
Argiraſpides, The third obeyed Leonatus, and 
under him marched the Pamphilians, the Oraches, 
aidthe Argeans. The fourth was under the conduct 
of Acetas, in which were the inhabicants of the two 
Mediaes, the Pelaſgians, and thoſe Zogdians that 
were not under the juriſdiction of Artabaſus. The 
vith, whoſe leader was Neoprolemus, was made up 
ofnatural Perſians, and the inhabitants of S«ſiana, 
add thoſe of that part of Baitria which was under the 
obedience of Scytheus., Penceſtas brought up the 
at, an4 was followed by the Babylonians, Bellites, 
ad the Souldiers of Afargiana, Python had the 
Charge of two hnndred and fiſty arm'd Chariots, and 
Statanor that of five or ſix thouſand horſe, which 
vere a reſerve for the ſame purpoſe as thoſe of De- 
Metrimes. 

The two Armies were no ſooner within ſight 
but they ſaluted one another after the uſual man- 
ner, and all the valiant Commanders of each 
kde, animated by the preſent objects, and by 
te reſoluteneſs they obſerv'd in their ſoul- 
ders faces, ſhew'd a generons impatience in their 
Wn, and forgot not any thing belonging to their 

rge that could conduce unto the Victory. Ly- 
machus, Prolomenus, Craterns, Thaleſtris, Eu- 
menes, Pulyperchon, and Demetrizs, appear'd at 
tte head of their Troops like ſo many invincib'e A4l- 
"des; Arſaces was before the firſt with a more than 


CASSANDR AM. 


mane preſence, and with a Majeſty worthy of his | 
ligh birth, which begot love, reſpect, and fear in all 
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neſs than all the reſt, ſeem'd alſo to be greater arid 
handſomer than ordinary, & the action wherewith he 
was animated, made afire appear about his face,which 
dazel'd the eyes of all that conſtder'd him. He had al- 
ready wearied two horſes with riding about to every 
rank, nordid he forget any of his natural eloquence - 
to inflame the coldeſt hearts with a defire of v:tory. 
* My valiant companions, (ſaid he to thoſe that could 
* hear him)I am unworthy to command theſe invinci- 
©ble Forces, whick under a Leader worthy of them, 
© have — all the earth ; but ſince I have the 
©glory to fight with you to day, I ſhall alſo have the 
* glory to conquer with you Ito leſs generous per- 
* ſons ſhould repreſent the intereſt you all have in this 
*victory, I ſhould make ſome of you deſire it by 
© the hope of ineltimable ſpoils,others by that of reſt, 
© which aſter ſuch tedious labours you well may 
© wiſh, and all by that of the high reputation your 
*Armes have given you, and which from the iffue 
© of this day expects its laſt eſtabliſhment -. but to 
© the conquerours of the world, to the maſters of the 
* whole earth, what can aitranger promiſe, what can 
© he make be hop'd, that is not far below them ;_ and 
* what belief can they have in an unknown perſon, 
* whoſe molt glorions advantage is that he holds to 
* day from the goodneſs of \ our Princes,and of your 
* ſelves ? It ſhall therefore be neither ſpoil nor glory 
* that le propoſe to you, but the revenge of your 
* great King,and the ſafety and liberty of your illuſtri- 
© ous Queen; *Tis againſt the horrible murtherers of 
* Alexander youare to fight, and from thoſe'very 
* murtherers you demand nothing but the widow and 
* ſiſter of that victorious King. Beſides the quality 
*that alliance gave them, their birth is conſiderable to 
* many of you,and I aſſure my ſelf,that amongTroops 
* of ſo many ſeveral Nations, which herctofore were ' 
© under the obedience of the worthily deplored Dari- 
* 44, therearea great number who yer hold his me- 
* mory in veneration, Allow ſomething ( valiant 
*men) allow ſomething to that remembrance; the 
*ſon of that great King, more conſiderable by his 
© vertues than by his birth,fights on your ſide to day, 
* and forgets whatever ſome of you havedone again(t 
* his houſe, to turn all his reſentments againſt your 
*enemies. You will infallibly conquer being ſup- 
© ported as youare,both by the juſtice of your Quar- 
* rel,and by the courage of ſo many brave command- 
*ers who fight at the head of you : If your foes are 
* valiant, as without doubt they are, fince they here- 
©rofore were your companions, and that they ſhar'd: 
* with you in the honour of ſo many Conqueſts; if 
© they be harder to vanquiſh than thoſe Nations you 
© have overcome without refiitance, the Victory 


© over them will be much the more glorious,and you 


© may boalt, that after having ſubdued Aſa, and the 


© greateſt part of Eur-pe and Aſrica,you at laſt have 


© conquer'd the onely Enemies that could diſpute the 
©prize of valour with you. Oroondates had hardly 
ended theſe words, when the Souldiers by loud ac- 
clamations teſtified what an impreſſion they had 
wrought upon them, and at the fame time, they 
were come ſo near their Enemies, that it no longer 


; was in the power of the Generals to bridle their im- 


petuouſneſs. : 

The laſt ſignals were civen on cither fide, and the 
Troops march'd up with ſuch a fury as could be 
compar'd to nothing but itſelf. On one ſide the great 
Arſaces, and onthe other the brave Seleucus began 


tat beheld him, anJ Prince Oroon4ares fuller of buſi- | that bloody day and the —_— ra ks of cach party, 
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aſter having exchang'd a cloud of arrows, cloſed to 
4 nearer diitance, and drawing their ſwords fell with- 


out delay to handy blows. Their valiant Leaders 
who equally ſought for glory where the danger was 
Sreateit, and who knew not one another by reafon 
they had chang'd theirArms,ran fiercely to the charge 
and having broke their Javelins upon their thiclds, 
which they mutually oppoſed againlt their {trokes, 
they ſhock'd each other with an incredible violence. 
Arſaces was diſorcer'd in his ſeat, and Seleucus was 
like to have loſt his, yet did he ſettle himſelf again 
with a great deal of agility, and by his readineſs in 
drawing his ſword, cover d part of the diſadvantage 
of that Encounter. Theſe two great men being inthe 
middle of their Troops, had not the liberty of a lait- 
ins Combar,but were both conſtrain'd by ti:e throng 
that parted them, to carry deati to other perſons. 
Eucrates the ſon of Ax:iarchus, Prince of the inhabi- 
tants of Mount Caucaſus, with his brotner Evagor as 
were the firſt that found it under the ſword of As 
ſaces, and though they had courage, and that they 
charg'd him both together, their attempts were to 
no purpoſe againtt him,and receiv'd a different death, 
one by the point the other by the edge of his keen 
ſword. | 
From theſe he paſſed on to other enemies, diſcain- 
ins common one> to chuſe out thoſe that were more 
terrible; Oxyarrcs, Enmenes, Cophes, and /{yoners 
endeavoured to follow him amongit the thickeſt, but 
though they did actions worthy of their great repu- 
tation A-ſ.;.-- open'd their way whitherſoever he 
turn'd, and in all places left bloody marks of his hav- 
ing paſſed, Sel-uc:4and his men conteited for the ad- 
vantage with. wondrous courage, and the hand of 
Seleucus had already laid Cophes in the duſt, and gl- 
ven two dangexous wounds to //yonezs; but then 
Perdiccas madeCufſunder advance with his Battalion 
on the right hand, and Zeonarz: with another on the 
left, The falling on of the fierce Ar garaſpiaes, who 
gave death to all that came before them, ſoon made 
the Victory incline toward Perdiccas his fide, and if 
Prince Oro0ndares in perſon had not brought up Ly- 
ſimachus with his Troops, thoſe of Ar/accs would 
have been in manifeſt danger. Demerrizs by the ſame 
order, aſſauited Leonarws alſo at the ſame time, but 
with ſuch vigour, that he preſently trampled unter 
foot whatſoever oppoſed his paſſage. This double 
re-inforement chang'd the form of the Battel, and all 
Perdiccas his advantage was loſt in a fight of more e- 


quality ; but Pythoz then appear'd with his arm'd 


Chariots,and ruſhing on with them intothe Enemies 
infantry, did very conſiderable Execution. Oroon- 
dates commanded one young Alexander with his, 
which making a no leſs bloody ſlaughter, return'd a 
cruel exchange to the contrary party. Then it was 
that the face of the Battel became more horrible, and 
that death ran through all the ranksin many hideous 
and diſmal forms. 

Groonaates having diſengag'd himſelf ofthe firſt 
cares of his command, began to fight now in his own 
perſon, and after he had ſlain the firſt that withſtoo4 
his fury, ſought Pediccas amongſt all his enemies, 
and made his name reſound which way ſoever he 
went. Perdiccas avoided not the combate, but he 
was inviron'd by a number of his friends, to whom 
Oroondates his valour was well known, and who by 
the trial theyhad made of it in the formerBattel,were 
afraid with reaſon for their General, and oppoſed 
the deſign he had to ſtand the fury of that dreadful 
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Enemy. Oroonaateshew'd open his paſſage to them 
but not without difticulties; and dangers wherein 
any other man but he would have been loſt. Python 
who at the head of his Chariots made a lameirable 
Maſlacre of the Foot, having a while beheld his wy 
mirable actions, notwithſtanding the hazard he fo 
in that reſoJution, had yet the boldneſs to encounter 
him, and remembring in how many perils he had 
Out- brav'd pale death under the command of Aley. 
andcr, he thought that without diſhonour he could 
not ſhun that lait. | 
With this belief he oppoſed Orooxdates his paſſage 
and charg'd him, with fo weighty a ſtroke, as made 
the Prince of Scytbia know the vigour of his Enemy 
but he ſoon gave him better proofs of kis, for with 
his ſheild receiving thoſe blows wherewith he ſecond. 
cd his firſt, he with one fingle thruſt, in the defayt 
of his Cuiraſs, found entrance to the ſeat of life 
That famous Capt-in opening his arms fell deada 
the feet of Agenor his youngelt ſon, who not willing 
to ſurvive his father, inſtcad of giving him tte lak 
aſſiitance, ran deſperately as a Lion to his revenge: 
Cruel man (cried he to the Prince ) fince- thou hal 
kilPd my father, either die, or kill me alſo. Ashe 
ſpake theſe words, he ruſh'd precipitatcly upon him 
with ſo little circumſpection that in the point of the 
{word yet reaking with his fathers blood, he found 
the end of that life, which he no longer would pre. 
ſerve, Mearchus a molt intimate friend to Python, 
flewupon his murtherer with a great many others, 
Lut the furiousScyrhian made way amongſtthem like 
a thunder-bolt, and ſending ſome of the ſorwardef 
to bite the ground, Taid Vearchus himſelf there alſo, 
having given him two very dangerous wounds, This 
action was in the ſight of Perdiccas and of tis friends, 
who altogether ran upon Oroondares with terrible 
cries, and with Perdrccas whom he ſovght, had like 
to have rnade him alſo find his death, Yet did helay 
about him with a more than manly fierceneſs, and 
there came but few blows from his hand, that drew 
not ſome of the Enemies blood. He had deſcried 
Perziccas inthe midit of them, and *twas at Perdic- 
cas he ruſh'd headlong, through rhe claſhings of a 
hundred ſwords, Arc theſe { cried he to him) the 
eftects of thy gallant reſolution, and of thy love? 
Come out of that Croud, which faves me from thy 
valour, andif thou art a worthy ſuccefſour of Aler- 
ander, ſhun not the ſword of thy Rival, and of thine 
Enemy. 

Theſe words recetv'd no anſwer, but the blows 
of a great many ſwords at the ſame time ; .and with 
out doubt that obſtinate Prince hat met his death a- 
mons ſo great a number of foes, if the Gods had net 
ſent Ar/aces and Lyſinmachns with a Troop of valiant 
men to his Relief. A-/aces was all dyed in blood,and 
Lyſiwachws had ſhed ſo much, that his arms wer 
red all over withit, Thoſe two brave Princes har: 
ing found Or0077dates info greata danger, Courage 
( cryed they both together ) we muit conquer, we 
mult take revenge, and breaking into that Rampatt 
of men which ſheltred Pc-diccas from the Prince of 
Scythi:*s fury,quickly lefſen'd their numter,anl wit 
actions worthy of th:mſelves, dis-engaged their gal 
lant friend. | 

Oroondates was ſorry he had negleRed the 
care of a General, to follow his particular Re- 
venge, and knowing that all the enemics Army 
began to encompaſs. them, ſent word by Alexavd 
to Crater, and to the Ar4zor Queen, ory 
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ſhould bring up the laſt battalions to charge, This 
Order was preſently perform'd, and Crarerus on 
the one fide, and that matchleſs Queen on the 0- 
ther, came into the fight, preſently after Alceras, 
Peuceſtas, and Neoptolemus, Then it was that the 
maſſicre grew horrible, and that the famous Troops 
of Alexander, with the renowned 4r4zons flew 
many thouſand men , whoſe courage might nave 
prolong'd their deſtiny againſt other Enemies, But 
on the other party the Afacedonians, and the 1n- 
vincible Argiraſpides made no leſs ſlaughter of thoſe 
with whom they fought. Thoſe fearleſs women led 
by their warlike Queen, got ground of Aeoprole- 
w his Squadrons, and Thaleſtris being engag'd in 
fight with their Commander, after ſome blows that 
fed without inequality, wounded him ar la't with 
many others, and made him fail unler the Horſes 
fect. No ſooner was Aſcer 45s come up into the battel, 
but Ly/izach:izs had ſought him through all the field, 
loudly defying hin to the Combat ,and by provoking 
words inviting him to uſe the ſame diligence on his 
ſide ; but Alcerzs was not at liberty to Go ſo, for he 
was then exchanging blows with Demerrizes, and 
that with ſo little advantaoc, that if his friends had 
not deliver'd him out of the hands of that youn 
Prince, there was no doubt but he had loſt his life. 


' Among all the chief Commanuers on either fide, 


there was not vne but made himſeit remarkab'e that 
dy,by many proofs of c-urage, Lyſimachzs did acti- 
ons beyond ail the fabulous Zcroes 5 Prolomers, 
thrult on by an old animoſity, cloſed often with Se- 
leucus, but they iitill were parted by their men, and 
carried the effects of their anger other-whcre, which 
became fatal to divers valiant Souldicrs. Eumenes 
ſought all about for his ancient Enemy MVeoprolemres, 
but the 499420 Queen had already diſpatcht him to 
his hand. Craterus, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Anti- 
gonus, and Laomedon, appcar'd both in the duties of 
Commanders, and in the actions of ſouldiers, wor- 
thy of th-ir high reputation. Part of the day was 
paſſed without giving any probable conj<Eture of the 
lucceſs of that bloody batrel, when Sratunor ( whom 
Perdiccas had reſerv'd with fix thouſand horſe ) ad- 
vanc'd at the Ordets he receiv'd, and came pour- 
ing down upon the Amazons, Seleucr onthe other 
lide having rallied the Argiraſpides; Invincible A:- 
diraſpiagg, (cryed he ) who have never fought but 
to overcome, will you ſuffer your ſclves to be robb'd 
of a Victory which is your duc? And will you loſe 
none ſingle day that high Renown you have acquir- 
& tnſo many years? Ah! Let us rather dye toge- 
ther, and if we cannot be Conquerours, let us at 
lealt fall with a glory worthy of the memory of 4- 
lexander, | 

With theſe words he ran foremott into the Lydian 
Squadrons, and having with a ſhock orethrown their 
Prince the brave 1Zezander, he with two ſpeeding 
blows ſlew C/cobtzzs, and Leoſtenes, the ſons of 
Arobarſuncs, who fought near his perſon, The A: gi- 
raſpizes encouraged by that glorious Example. gave 
ſuch a furio3 charge again't the Lydians,and Cylici- 
ans, thit havins forc'd their oppoſition, they made 
tiemturn their backs,and began to purſue them with 
aterrible Execution. On the other fide the Amazons 
got havinz been able to reſiſt the brunt of Sraranors 
Cavalry, had given back in ſpite of them z and 
thoſe freſh men falling in when they were tir'd with 
bo'ting, put them in ſo great diforder, that they 
vanted but very very little of being defeated. The 
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valiant Thaleſtris doing wonders itt her own perſon: 
ſaw Clyremneſtra and Amalthea fall. dead at her 
feet, and runing headlong to their revenge, her horſe 
was kill'd under her with a multitude of. wounds, 
The danger in which ſhe ſaw her ſelf could nothing 
daunt her, but fighting a -foot with an invinable.cou- 
rage, ſhe made a heap of bodies which for awhile 
detended her froin her foes. - Yet was ſhe ready to 
have loſt her life, not being able to hope for anyTte- 
lief from her routed Amazons, when the gods 
brought -/7 ſaces to her aſſiſtance, Theneme of .4r- 
faces itruck a fear into the Enemics Troops ;. but be- 
fore he could make his paſſage. to the Queen, her 
Cask was fallen at her fect, and her head being-un- 
arm'd would certainly have been wounded by the 
hand of cruel Sratanor, if the unexpected ſword,of 
a Warriour who.appear d upon a ſudden, had: not 
flaſh'd, off that ſacrilegious arm, and with a ſecond 
blow taken the life of that-barbarous man; -whom 
the ſight of ſo much beauty had. not been able to 
make relent. After this action, that valiant man 
flew $1 alſo the Prince of Suſtzna, whowas one 
of the eagerelt to kill or take the Queen, and gave 
the ſon of Scyrhezs a mortal wound. By theſe ex- 
ploits he ſcattered the throng wherewith Thale/tr:s 
was almoit orewhelm'd, and had already procur'd 
her means to get uponSraranorhorſe,when they ſaw 
the foe give way at the arrival of the redoubted 4r- 
faces, Arſ..ccs was follow'd by a ſquadron of Batr:- 
ans and Cappadecians, who under ſuch a Leader 
quickly chang'd the face of the Combat ; for charg- 
ing into the thickeſt of Scyrhews his Suſtans and Zog- 
arans, he not onely ſtopt their impetuoſity, + but 
'made them loſe the deſign they had againſt the life of 
their enemies, to think upon the preſervation of 
their own. How many courageous men fell thenun- 
der the ſword of great Arſauces,and how muchiblood 
did he pour forth to the fair Awzazor: revenge, and to 
Darius his memory ; Scythe was one of the firit 
that felt his fury, who being run quite through the 
body, fell without breath in the middle* of | his 
Troops. Arrhozs Prince of the Pelaſgiamns. would 
have reveng'd his friend, but he met a deftiny which 
difter'd. onely in this, that Scyrhers received his 
death by the point of Ar/aces's ſword, and he his 
by the edge; for, both his arms which he.had lifted 
up to ciſcharge a blow with all his force on his ene- 
n:ies head, bcing cut ofi cloſe to his elbows,. he was 
carried away awhile by his ungvided Horſe, and 
tumbled at lait among the feet of the reit, where he 
miſerably loit his life, That Warriour who had firſt 
reliev'd the Amazon Queen, ſeconded Arſaces with 
blows little different from his, and ThaleFtrrs being 
got on horſeback, and having put on her Cask again 
by his .aſfiitance, labour d in her own revenge with 
marvellous animoſity. The Amazozs raliced ina lit- 
tle time, and being encourag'd by the example of 
their Queen, and by the help of the Baltrians, 
and of the Cappadocians their neighbours, they 
came on a freſh with ſuch a fury, that the Troops 
of Stratanor , the Suſrans and the Zogdians ha- 
ving loit their chief Commanders, were no. longer 
able to withſtand them, but having fought a while 
retiring, at laſt turn'd their backs, and quitt-d 
the Victory and the Field together. The Con- 
querours ſecing them routed, follow'd their advan- 
tage with loud cri:s, but in the interim on. the 0- 
ther wing of the Battel the ſucceſs was very contrary. 
The Argiraſpides.and Aacedomwians led by the fu- 
ri0us 
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rious Selexcus, Caſſander and Perdiccas who then , blood, which came ſtreaming from two ſeveral pla- 


foughtthere in perſon,aſter having broken the Lyaiar 
and Phamphilian ſquadrons, were already enlarging 
their Victory upon the /hrygians, and by little and 
little were putting the better part of the Army ina 
rout. They till advanc'd like an impetuous Torrent 
which nothing was able to reſiſt, when the Gods for 
the ſafery of their foes brought Prince Oroozdates to 
oppoſe them, who with Prolomers and Lyſimachus 
came from another part of the battel where his pre- 

ſence had been neceſſary. O Gods, how great was 
the indignation of the Prince of Scythia, when he 
ſaw his defeated Troops flye ſhamefully before the 
face of their enemies. Certainly, it would be very 
hardto repreſent his fury, but tney that came in his 
way felt the prodigious effects of it.; he cait up his 
terrible brow on every ſide, and having a while con- 
ſidered that ſad form of Combat, he gallop'd before 
the chief of them that fled, and raiſing his voice that 
he might be heard, Whither fly you (cryed he) va- 
liant men ? Whither fly you * What Retreat have 
you if you loſe this battel ? What walls to eſcape the 
fury of your Conquerours ? And how will you ſave 
your ſelves either from death, or from eternal infa- 
my ? are you the ſame men that fought under Alex- 
ander the Great ? and the ſame men who buta few 
minutes fince had ſo gloriouſly begun the victory ? 
By what acident, and by what loſſes are you chang'd 
and weaken'd 5 In ſpeaking theſe words he oppoſed 
their flight with his ſword up, and ſtopping one of 
the chief Lydian Captains by the arm. Stay, (ſaid 
he) and face about, ſee here are thine enemies. By 
theſe words animated with an extraordinary geſture, 
and ſeconded by others from Lyſimach-, and Prolc- 
mew, he made ſome of thoſe frighted men take heart 
again, buthe encouraged them a great deal better by 
hisations. Follow me( ſaid he to them) do but fol- 
low me the way that | will opento you; and at the 
ſame time having obſerv'd Selexcus at the head of 
the Arziraſpides, he judg'd that a good part of the 
victory conſiſted in defeating him. He advanc'd to- 
ward him with a threatning cry, and Selexczs who 
ſaw him coming, expected him with a great deal of 
Reſolution ; the firit ſtrokes they gave were reaſon- 
able equal,but though at another time Seleucxs might 
have been able to make a long reſiltance ; Oroondires 
his force was then redoubled by his violent anger, 
and he ſhew'd no ſma!! proof of it, when being cloſed 
with Seleucws, he lockt him ſo ſtrongly in his arms, 
that clapping ſpurs to his horſe, he lifted that gallant- 
man out of his ſaddle, and having carried him above 
twenty paces, let him fall quite aſtonied among the 
horſes feet. Caſſander to revenge Seleucrs ſtruck 
Oroondates a blow behind, but the furious Prince 
turning about to him, made his ſword come down 
with ſuch a force upon his head, that his cask was 
deeply dinted by it,and Caſſander himſelf, having his 

face bath'd in blood, reel'd from his horſe among 

ſome of his men who were come up to his relief, 

Perdiccas could not ſee theſe actions without being 

terrified, yet having @@urage enough to prefer death 

before infamy did not tfrn his back, but dar'd to ſtand 

the furiousPrince,who knowing him by many marks, 

flew at him as an Eagle at his prey. Thou muſt die 

Perdiccas,( cried he) thou mult die for Srarixa, ſince 

thou art unworthy to live for her, With theſe words 

he ruſh'd upon him with a fierceneſs which made him 

grow pale under his arms, and forc'd him to approve 

of the help he receiv'd from thoſe about him. With 

two blows 0roondates gave him, he dyed his arms in 
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ces, but as eager as he was upon his victory h 

not hinder Perdiccas his biends from thruſting —_ 
ſelves between, nor from reſcuing him out of his 
hands half vanquiſht and half dead, Oroondares took 
revenge for the diſpleaſure he receiv'd, upon ſome 
of thoſe that cauſed it; and at the ſame time turning 
his eye towards his own men ; he ſaw Peuceſta; ang 
Leonatus fall by the hands of Lyſimachu and Prolg.. 
mes, By theſe brave Examples the Phrygians, Lydi. 
ans,and Pamphilians ſtaid their flight,and fac'd about 
to their enemies with ſo great reſolution, that they 
ſecing themſelves depriv'd of thoſe valiant comman. 
ders, who had aniwated them, had not enough to 


make reſiſtance; eſpecially when they ſaw the brave _ 


Demetrius follow'd by a good body of horſe, come 
thundering upon them,and Crater alſoa tthe head 
of the Macedonians.This ſecond charge finding them 
wavering,utterly took away their courace,ſo that of 
terrible Conquerours which they were a few minutes 
before, they becametimerous Runawayes, and in- 
{tead of victory, which by ſo much blood they had al. 
molt gotten, they onely fought to ſave themſelves by 
flighr. That rout amongſt them was ſo general, that 
the ſtouteſt of them ſhamefully turn'd their backs, 
and even the two chief Leaders of the Argir-ſpides, 
Antigvenes, and Tentamus both wounded by the 
ſwords of Lyſimachu and Der-errius, being eſcap'd 
out of their hands like feeble birds out of a falcons, 
tallons, fled to avoid the danger that threatened them, 
and by their example perfected the routing of their 
men. They are beaten, my valiant friends,- ( cried 
Prince Orcondares ) they are beaten, andif you neg- 
lect not the advantages your valour has given you, 
this is the laſt day of the war and of your enemies. As 
he had ſaid theſe words, he threw himſelf among 
them who yet made oppoſition, the greateſt part 
of which were Aacedonians, and having with the 
Troops that vigorouſly ſeconded him, watred the 
field with the blood of thoſe that were mot reſolute, 
the re{t unable to ſuſtain his violence followed the 
example ard the dettiny of their companions, From 
this part of the battel, and*from that where Arſaces 
Thale$ris, and Eumencs had fought with the ſame 
ſucceſs, ti.e rout ſpread over all the field, and Per- 
aiccas his whole party gave it ſelf up either to flight, 
or to the mercy of the enemy ; nor was there longer 
any fighting ſeen, but onely execution without re- 
fiſtance, anda lamentable ſlaughter which for a long 
time the Commanders were not able to hinder. The 
Amazons incenſed by the loſs of their Companions, 
gave ſtore of blood to their revenge, aid the people 
of the molt cruel natures, as the Thracitans, Arabes, 
and Hircanians, not regarding pity, covered the 
ground all over with dead bodies. Thoſe that could 
make uſe of the ſwiftneſs of their horſes, ſought 
ſafety toward the town, but the miſerable foot either 
loft their lives upon the place, or found their deaths 
in the River, where they leapt in headlong to ſhun 
the ſword of their Encmies. 

The waters of Euphrates, which before were 
clear and pure, turn'd red with the blood of many 
thouſands, and ſecm*d to ſwell higher with thoſe 
ſtreams, which made a ſecond river upon their bans. 
The renown'd Arſaces carricd on by the ardour of the 
fight, had croſſed through ſo many ſquadrons, that he 
at laſt was come near the place where Oroondarcs by 
his glorious Actions had given the Victory to bis 
party, and ſecking for reſiſtance whereſoe're he 
thought he might find it, was brovght by _—_ 

is 
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is good fortune, where that valiant man, reduc'd 
wthe laſt extremity of his life, was diſputing the re- 
mainders of it a-foot againit a company of Souldiers, 


who but for hisarrival had certainly made an end of | 


him. Arſaces having heard ſome body nime him, 
and knowing him by divers marks, he who though 
he had not known him, and for all he was an Enemy 
would not have ſuffer'd fo brave a man to be ſlain, 
rode up before all his ſouldiers, and by redoubled 
cries itopping the fury of the hotteſt amons them, 


drew near to Seleucs,who making uſe of the reſpite 
that was given him, . ſet the point of his ſword upon | 
_ tothern, and of all that mighty number of Souldters, 
\ which a few hours before had covered all the Plain, 


the ground,and leaning on the hilt to take a little reit 
and breath,ſfaw his blood run down from a great ma- 
ry parts of his body. Arſaces putting up the beaver 
of his helmet, Valiant Seleuczs (ſaid he) you thall 
not dye, nor ſhall you be overcome, Ar/aces wiil 
& repay you part of what he owes you, and though he 
J a> not oblig'd to you for his life, he with all gene- 
rous men owes his relief unto your vertue, S /e:c22 
knowing him, would no longer diſpute his life, nor 
his liberty again{t him, but preſentin2 him his ſword, 
[yield my ſelf Cfaid he) and I yield iny ſelf withour 
ſhame to the great Arſaces, with this belief, that if 
he had not ceaſed to be my friend, I ſhould not now 
have been conquer d. Arſaces was going to reply, 


when he perceiv'd him to grow pale, and by little | 


and little to ſink into a ſ\wound, which his wcarineſs 
and loſs of blood had cauſed. He embraced him 
preſently to hold him up, and feeling him faint in his 
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' from place to place YÞhare thoſe who were your 


ams, he turn'd towards ſome he knew, and making | 


them take him up, commanded them to carry him 


nto his Tent, and lay him in his bed, with the ſame | 
are he would have deſired to his own perſon. Then | 


keking Oroondates, on every fide he found him bu- 
led with Lyſtmachins, Demetrius, and Ptolomers, to 
top the ſlaughter of ſo many men, who had given 


over all reſiſtance. Spare friends (cryed he, runuing | 
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Countreymen, and your fellow ſouldiers, there has 
been blood enough ſhed already, and our Victory 
for being the more bloody, cannot now be any thing 
the moreentire. Arſaces help'd the Prince of Scy- 
r41a in that empioyment, and by the care they took 
they ſav'd the lives of many thouſand men. The 
ſouldiers having long been deaf to thoſe commands, 
began to obey in many placcs, and giving quarter, 


| took ſome of their Enemies priſoners, leaving the 


relt free liberty to eſcape ; all thoſe that could get off, 
retir'd to Babylon, the Gates whereof were ſet open 


there remained not any without the walls but what 
were cither deador Priſoners. In ſhort,our Princes 
had as total a Victory as they could have wiſht, and 
if the ardour of 9roondates and Arſaces had been fol- 
lowed, they that very day would have appear'd at 
the heels of the runaways. beforc the Gates of Ba- 
bylon; but Anticon:n, Craterus, and Polypei Chon 
oppoſed that reſolution, and knowing that it was 
ncar night, and that the City was not 1in a condition 
to be caſily taken, they ſtaid their impetuouſneſs 
with very ſpecious reaſons, and teiling them how 
well they ought to be ſatisfied with the actions of 
that day, per{w2ded them to beſtow the reſt of it in 
tjic care of their wounded men, and in the help they 


' ow'dunto their friends, many of whom lying among 


the dead may yet.have need, and being in a conditt- 
onto make uſe of their afſiitance, The two great 
Princes, to whole valour and conduct the Army con- 
feſled it ſelf indebted for the Victory, ſubſcribed to 
the opinion of their friends,and after having employ'd 
their care and their Authority in quieting all the field, 
they cauſed a Retreat to be ſounded on every fide, 
moderating their impatience by hope of laying ſiege 
within a few dayes to Babylon, 
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T laſt, Califla, at laſt T am got to the end of that 
long carreer, in which I have run by your com- 
mand. The courſe pernaps hath been contempti- 

ble ; nor have I been fo little aided by the inſpira- 

Jtons you have given me, as to look back upon 1t with ſhame, 
Jor with diſcontent. But Caliſta, where are the Crowns © 
Ivhere is the Prize that ſhould have waited for me at the end of 
Jthe Race © and where 1s that repoſe I thought I had labou- 

Fred for in obeying you , and which I thought I ſhould 
Jhave found, as well as my now fortunate Heroes * They all 
Jire in the Haven, Califia, and I remain alone in thoſe fierce 
Jtorms, from which, I for your fake, delivered them. The 
Zcompaſtion you had of their diſaſters, made me ſeek for Their 
Jcontentment, by forgetting my own; and you find fo great 
J: fatisfaction in the end of all Their miſeries, that you never ſo 
Jnuch as ſpend a thought on Mine. Can I have this cruel, 
Jthis cokmenting knowledge without accuſing you of injuſtice © 
JAnd may Inot, without offending that reſpe&t which I have 
Jnever violated, take a liberty to utter ſome complaints againſt 


. 
* 


Jyou Certainly leſs reaſonable ones have been pardoned, and 


T er I 


4.66 
| have taken pains enough for your diverſion, and perchance 
too for your glory, to hope for ſome kind of acknowledgement 
from you. Thefair name of Caliſta (ifI may fay fo with mo- 
deſty) hath not appeared with any diſgrace at the beginning of | 
this work ; and Caſſandra hath been ſo happy in her Attlictions, 
as to be able to tell you without vanity, ſhe hath added ſome. | 
thing to your reputation, Though 1t may be I have unjuſtly | 
fanfied that conceit, it draws me not from belief, much better | 
grounded. I know thart all I can poſsibly do, comes ſhortly of 1 
what I owe you; and for all I demanded arecompence, 1 am 
not ignorant that I receive a pertect one, inthe glory of obtain 
ing your Commands. 1. 
Well then Califfa, I havenothing to deſire of you, and {hall 
be fully ſausfied, if I have but ſucceeded paſlably in the deſign of | 
pleaſing you. Read this Concluſion you have ſo much defired 
of Oroondates his adveutures, yet as you read it, make ſome re- } 
fletion upon him that orves 1t you, and remember with ſome , 
touch of compaſs10n, that while your faithful » . put an end tothe 
misfortunes of others, he ſtill continued in his own. 
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He death of many thouſand men, which 
our Princes loft in that bloody Battel, 
could not damp the general rejuycing 
for ſo important a Victory ; and the 


3 Conquerors retiring from among the 
F fin, to return into their Camp, made all the Field 
Jy of Babyloz reſound with ſhrill cryes that eccho'd to 
A the heavens. The Princes, though more moderate 


ntheir good fortune, could not oppoſe the motions | | 
' fears had been redoubled, ſhe ſtood in need of all 


Ye reaſonable a joy, nor themſelves diſſemble the 


atisfaction they received from that happy ſucceſs - 


: Yet had they hoped for it before with a marvellous 


confidence, and by' the little order they had taken 
about their Baggage, in caſe of a contrary event, 


F :nd about the converſation of thoſe things, and even 
Y ofthoſe perſons that were dear to them ; They ſuf- 
A fciently had teſtified, that they marched either to 


Death or Victory. 
The Princeſſes, and the other Women of the 
Camp, who had ſpent that day at the foot of their 


3 Altars, had no ſooner learn'd the iſſue, but they | 
J came forth to meet them, tranſported with an ex- 


eſs of gladneſs; and covering their particular fears 
n the general ſatisfation, welcomed them, all 


Eg bloody, with chearful acclamations, and would 
FE fave run on to greater Liberties, ifthe ſight of their 
$ Blood had not with-held them, by an apprehenſion 
J oftheir Wounds, Though Berenice had not doubt- 


ed perhaps, where ſhe ſhou'd beſtow her chiefeſt 
Wiſhes, ſhe doubted where ſhe ſhould beſtow her 


J firſt publick Expreſſions ; and though ſhe preſently 


ſell upon Or90n4ares his Neck, it was not without 
fixing her eyes upon Arſaces; yet after ſhe had 


J paid what ſhe thought due to modelty, ſhe alſo con- 


tented her affection : And beings no longer in terms, 


g onor ſo much as in a reſolution to hide it, when 
Jt was approved by all thoſe perfons, to whom ſhe 


was to be accountable, ſhe gave all the marks of it 
toher dear Arraxerxes, which he could have defir. 
ed from her in that encounter. Alas! How often 


had ſhe grown pale that day, at the remembrance of 


thoſe dangers, into which that Prince was gone to 
precipirate himſelf ? And how often had ſhe frighted 
her ſelf with mortal apprebenſions, that the Armes 
of the M{acedonians might be more cruel than thoſe 
of the Scy:h:ians ? and that he might perchance mect 
that death amongſt their Swords, which he had ſo 
many times eſcaped in the Wars of her Countrey ? 
But ſeeing him come oft ſafe from ſo great a danger, 
and with him that dear Brother, for whom her 


her moderation to contain her ſelf. _Arſaces re. 
ceived thoſe laſt marks of her Aﬀection with that - 
powerfal intere/t, whereby he had ingaged himſelf 
ſo many years, and Oroondates found his ſatisfation 
for that Victory conſiderably augmented by the 
tender kindnefſes of that dear Siſter, and by the ra- 
viſhing contentments of that worthy Brother. Apa- 
mia and Arſinoe, were neither leſs concerned, nor 
leſs officious about their noble Husbands, and their 
Brothers ; and De:4amia ſeemed to have ſtopt her 
tears a while,and to have ſuſpended the remembrance 
of the dead, to partake in the joy ofthoſe Princeſſes, 
to whom ſhe was already linked with a very real 
friendſhip. 

'The firſt care our Princes took, before they went 
into their Tents, was that of rendering thanks unto 
the gods by Sacrifices, which were inſtantly offered , 
the next, that of ending to ſeek out thoſe among the 
dead, who were yet ina conditton to recetvetheir, aſ- 
ſi/tance; and the laſt,that of cauſing their own wounds 
to be ſcarched and dreſſed, The Princefles were 
preſent at this action inaterrible fear ; and_the Chi- 
rurgions, after the Princes were laid in Bed, per- 
formed thcir office very carefully, Oroondares and 
Artaxerxes, who with prodigious exploits had 
ſought Death and Wounds among fo many trou- 
ſand Swords, by a kind of miracle had hardly zny 
hurt atall; and the Princcfics had ſcarce power e- 
nough over them, to make them keep their beds 
the next day; Lyſimachus was almoſt in the ſame con- 
dition ; Prolomere his left Arm was was run throug 1 
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with a Javelin, and Enmenes his Thigh with a 
Sword : Thaleſtrzs had three or four Wounds, but 


all ſlight ones; and the Chirurgeons, who knew 
her impatiency, gave her hope of being cured with- 


ina few dayes. Demetrius had received two deep 
cuts inthe right Shoulder ; Antigonzs and Polyper- 
chon were wounded in the Head ; Craterius and 
Prince Oyartes not at all; Zaomedon and IMenan- 
der were brought from among the ſlain with very 
little hope of lite ; the condition of Artabaſzs his 
two Sons was little better : and there were very 
few of all the moſt conſiderable Officers, that 
ſtood not in need of the Chirurgeons help. But 
among thoſe that were moſt carefully looked 
to, Seleucus, for all he was an enemy, had the 
advantage of all the reſt; and Prince Artaxerxcs 
who had cauſed him to be laid in his own Cham- 
ber, and who to leave it to him, meant to re- 
tire himſelf into that of Orooxdates, would not 
ſuffer his Armes to be taken off, till he had been 
preſent at the dreſſing of his Wounds. Selencis was 
hurt in the head, in the body, and in the left arm, 
but they judged him not to be in danger of death ; 
At which news, Arſaces ſhewed by all his Actions, 
how great an interc{t he took in the ſafety of that 
gallant man. After he had given him all manner of 
aſſurance of it, and that Orcozdates by his example 
had with exceſſive civilities teſtified his eltecm of 
him, they left the Chamber free, that he might 
take his reſt, and obeyed the deſires of the 
Princes, who conſtrained them to think of their own 
healths. 

While they were gtving this ſuccour to S2- 
leucus, Lyſimachu:, and Prolomens did the ſame to 
Leonatus and Nearchus, who were found all wound- 
ed among the priſoners; and without doubt had 
loſt their lives, as well as their blood, if they had 
not been very carefully aſſiſted. Lyſtmachus forgot 
nothing that was due unto their quality, and to his 
ancient acquaintance with them, and laying aſide all 
manner of enmity, he uſcd them rather like his old 
Friends, than like his priſoners. Crater, Oxyar- 
zes, and the reſt that were not hurt, ſpent part of 
the night in that employment; and thoſe that were 
wounded, in that reſt which was neceſſary for 
them. 

Thenext morning, without expecting to be ſued 
to by their Enemies, as in probability they might 


have done, they freely ſent them leave to fetch off, 


or burn the dead of their party ; and at the ſame 
time Crater, with ſome of thoſe who were able 
to accompany him, went into the Field of Battel to 
pay the laſt duty to their Friends. There it was, 
that Brothers with tears ſought the bodies of their 
Brothers, and that Fathers found their mangled 
Sons - Thoſe objects were ſo lamentable, that they 
were ahle to touch the hardeſt hearts with compaſſi- 
- on; and all that day was ſpent on both fides in 
mournful employments. The number of the dead, 
which hadalready began to be computed by the re- 
mainder of the living, was then confirmed with ſor- 
row, and wasſo great, that the Plain lay covered 
with heaps of bodies, for the ſpace of three- 
ſcore furlongs : Of our Princes fide, there were 


found above twenty thouſand , among which, 


Philip the Leader of the Hyrcanians, . Oreſtes 
the Brother of Philoras, Prince of the Cilicians, 
Cleomenes, Pto'omeus his Lieutenant, Euriſtews, 


Lieutenant to Exmencs, Lamachns, Antifthe- | upon but very little, brought all thoſe others {ira 


- 
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nes, Leoſthenes, and Cleobylus ; the two vali- 
ant Amazons, Clutemneſtra, and Amaltbea, and 
many more, whom their quality and vertye 


' made conſiderable in the Army. 


But on Peraiccas his fide, fourſcore thouſang 
men were ſlain upon the place, and amongſt 
them, the valiant Python and his fon Agenur : 
$:1745 the Commander of the Suſtans, Scythens, 
Statanor, and Arthizs Princes of the Zogdians, 
Drane's, Argeans, and Pelaſgians, Eucrates and 
Evagoras, the ſons af Aviarchiz, and a great 
number of others, who were with much grief 
brought off by their Friends from the Field of 
Battel, 
or thoſe that, had particular Friends, were car- 
ried to the Camp, and to Babylon to receive 
Funeral Honours ; 
mutual conſent, piled up in ſeveral]l heaps, and 


burnt with the uſual Orders and Ceremonies, 


While Crater, Prince Oxyarrtes, and old Ar- 
tabaſus, were bulied in this office, the wounded 


Princes took their relt in Bed, as they had been + 


enjoyned : And becauſe the Prince of Pcrfia could 
not that day pay his Civilities to Selercrzs in perſon, 


he ſent often into his Chamber to know how he dig, | 


Oroondatcs did the fame, and afterward he ſent 


to viſit Leonatrs and Nearchus, thouvh Lyſima- | 


chizs and Prolomcrs, for ail they themſelves were 


wounded, omitted not to take an extraordinary | 


care of them. BHerenice that day kept her Brother 


_ and her Servant company, who lay both in the ſame |} 
Chaniber ; and ſhe had thereby the convenience to | 


follow her Inclinations without wounding her mo- 


delty, and render what ſhe owed to her loved Ore- | 


ondates, without being ſeparated from her dear 
HA: ſaces ; Yet before ſhe went to them, ſhe had 
ſtaid a great while with Queen Thaleſtris, to 
whom ſhe was tyed with a very particular affeCti- 
on ; and who that day had a throng in her Cham- 
ber of all thoſe perſons that were ſo well as to 
viſit her. | 

The gallant ations ſhe had done in the Battel 
were loudly extoll'd by all the World, but ſhe 
could not think of the death of .4Amal:hea and Cli- 


remneſtra without a great deal of trouble ; ſhe had | 


ſeen thoſe valiant Women flain at her feet for 
her defence, and remembered ſhe had been kil- 
led her ſelf, but for the ſuccour of a Warriour , 
who by eftetts of Valour that were quite extra- 
ordinary, had ſaved her from Srartanors fword, and 
from a thouſand others, which then were turned a- 
gain(t her ; notwithſtanding all the carc ſhe had taken 
to inform her ſelf, ſhe ſill was ignorant to whom 
ſhe was engaged for that good ſervice; and though 
ſuch famous actions might have given their Author 
occaſion enough to publiſh them, there was no 
body in the Army that boaſted to have done 
them. ; 

When ſhe muſed a good while upon that adven- 
ture, ſhe inthat Relief found ſomething very futr 
ble to what ſhe in former times had received from 
her lovely Orontes, when ſhe was Priſoner to Nee- 
barſanes; ſhe fancied that Warrior to have ſome- 


' thing in his action, and in his manner of fighting» 


| 
| 
| 


; indebted for her life. That thought, which yet ſheſtuck 


like her dear Oronres , and if ſhe had not believed 
him then to be a great way" off, ſhe had thought it 
might have been Orontes himſelf, to whom ſhe was 


icht 
into 


Onely the moſt conſiderable Officers, ' 


and all the reit were witha | 
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into her mind, wherewith ſhe was continually per- 

lext; and having firſt repreſented her Oronrzes 
conitant and lovely, and then her Oroztes ingrate- 
full and injurious, it at laſt ſet before her eyes her 
Orontes turned penitent, and her Orontes more 

ſonate than ever; ſhe for ſome time did all ſhe 
poſſibly .could to approve the baniſhment ſhe had 
condemned him to, but ſhe wasnot able to keep ſo 
firmly to her firit reſolutions, and repented her 
ſelf, that ſhe had not yielded to his repentance. 
Orontes ever loved me, (ſaid ſhe) and it was nothing 
but his love, that made his jealouſie commit all the 
crimes I can accuſe him of; if he had ceaſed to love 
me, that voyage I made to Alexander, which gave 
occaſion to his cruel ſuſpitions, would have been an 
indifferent thing to him ; and to ſay truth, he heliev- 
ed nothing but what our ſhameful cuſtoms made 
very credible ; and what whole Armies and whole 
Provinces believed as well as he. This confiderati- 
on did ſometimes appeaſe her, but preſently the re- 
membrance of thoſe wrongs and killing injuries, ſhe 
had received from a man, whom, contrary to her 
Kingdomes Laws, ſhe had fo dearly loved, wa- 
kened her reſentments afreſh, and made her re- 
pent that ſhe had given way to a thought of Re- 
pentance, 

Berenice, from whom ſhe kept nothing conceal- 
ed, was made acquainted with her thoughts; nor 
would ſhe hide them from the fair Deidamia, who 
charmed, as well as others, with the lovely quali- 
ties of that gallant Queen, ſpent a good part of that 
day by her Bed-ſide. At laſt ſhe went away being 
perſwaded by Thaleſiris her ſelf, who counſelled 
her to viſit thoſe great wounded Princes, whoſe 
aſſiſtanc2 was not unneceſſary for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of her affairs. Deidamia willingly followed 
her advice} and after having paid that viſit to the 
Princes of Perſia and Scythia, ſhe went thence to the 
Tents of Antigonus and Demetrins : The Father re- 
ceived her with much civility and reſpeCt, but the 
Son, who had not expected ſo great a happineſſe, 
could not ſee her come into his Chamber, without 
haying his heart diſturbed with extraordinary moti- 
03s : All the remembrance of Hermione was difſi- 
pated in his ſoul by the Charms of Deidamia ; and 
as he had very lightly and very ſuddenly loved that 


former Miſtreſs, the Beauty and Merit of Deidamta, 


to which all that was moſt lovely in Hermione bore 
no proportion, had engaged him again with the 
me ſuddenneſs; and though out of the good- 
neſſe of his Nature, he ſtill was very much troubled 
for that Womans misfortune, he had preſerved 
but little remembrance of her Beauty, or of any 
thing elſe that could make his love the companion of 


| his forrow : Though all that have ſpoken of his life, 


accuſe him of too great facility in receiving the im- 
prefſions of Love; yet in that he received for De:- 
damia, he could neither be cenſured of weakneſs 
nor of inconſtancy ; and that Princeſs had ſo many 
advantages over. Hermione, though ſhe had been 
alive, that it could not be thought ſtrange, Her- 
mione ſhould yield .to her being dead. Demetrius 


'diſputed no longer than whether he ſhould love Dez. 


damia, but he diſputed whether - he ſhould dye 
without declaring his Paſſion to her, or undertake 
. Combate againſt the memory of. 42% in her 
cart, 

That depth of grief, in which ſhe commonly was 
buried, did much abate his confidence; and thoſe 
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mournfull employments, in which ſhe ſpent whole 
dayes, forbad himany other diſcourſe, than that of 
Tombs and ſuch like Subjefts. Thus did that young 
Prince ſuffer without daring to diſcover his reall 
ſufferings, and as often as he was in Company? with - 
Deidamia, he left the care to his eyes and ſighs, of 
declaring what he felt, in a ſeaſon when he believed 
his mouth could not expreſle it without a violation 
of reſpect. He was in this condition, when he 
ſaw her come into his Chamber, and if, as ſhe 
was coming to his Bed-ſide, ſhe had heedfully 
taken notice of the changes of his countenance, that 
ſight might have ſpared Demerrins part of the 
care he owed to the Declaration of his love. His 
confuſion might alſo have been perceived in his dif- 


. courſe; and he thanked the Princeſſe for the ho- 


nour ſhe did him, in tams fo little coherent, and 
ſo little proportionable to the uſuall fluentnefle of 
his expreſſion, that if ſhe had been in a condition to 
make a judgement thereupon, ſhe might certainly 
have in.part obſerved, how much he was prepoſ- 
ſeſſed. What can | have done, Madam, ( ſaid he ) 
or what ſhall I ever be able to do while I live, that 
may merit ſo great a favour, as this you do me? I 
ſhould noc be worthy of it, though I had ſpent my 
whole life ia your ſervice; and the ſhare I may have 
in this our victory, is much leſs glorious to me than 
theſe wounds, to which I owe the honour of this 
vilit. All the world ( replied Dezdamia)) owes to 
your vertue, and to your quality what I now pay ; 
and I above all others am particularly obliged to 
your civiliries, and to the protection which you and 
thoſe of your party, by your example andfor your 
ſake, have given to an afllicted Princeſs, driven out 
of her Countrey. A 

After theſe firſt paſſages, ſhe asked him concern- 
ing his health, and he, who in all her words found 
more occaſien to diſcover his love, than confidence 
to venture upon it, wavered in an irreſoluteneſs, 
which was viſible in his face ; and after having ftaid 
a while without anſwering, Ah Madam ! (aid he at 
lait with a ſigh, and with looks that were ſufficient 
to have revealed his thoughts unto the Princeſſe, if 
hers had not been wholly taken up with the memory 
of 4g ) How little certainty there is of my health, 
and how much IT'ought to fear the wound of my ſoul, 
if I recover theſe of my body ! He brought forth 
theſe words with ſo paſſionate an aCtion, that Dez- 
damia was touched with them, and attributing his 
Diſcourſe to the remembrance of Zermione: Though 
our ſouls ( replicd ſhe ) are equally wounded, our 
forces are unequal to reſiſt our ſorrows, and when 
you give that to the memory of Zermzione which I 
owe to that of 4g, you ought to remember that 
you are a man, and that your affectionis not ground- . 
ed as mine, either upon great Services, or great 
Obligations. 

Demetrius, who was afraid to diſcover himſelf, 
was not ſorry that Deidamia had il] interpreted his 
words, and yet he could not forbear to anſwer : 
The dead no longer make me figh for any thing 
but grief, and I think that is as much as we 
both are obliged to pay them; but if my heart 
be touched with another paſſion, the ovject of 
it is not among thoſe things that have now no 
being. I would it pleaſed the Gods, Macdam( con- 
tinued he with a little more boldneſs ) that my 
grief were my moſt violent paſſion, and that I were 


not conſtrained by another power to croſs thoſe 
thoughts 
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| thoughts which I have reverenced, and perhaps to 
diſpleaſe that living perſon, who baniſhesthe remem- 
brance of the dead out of my ſoul, and who hath 
imperiouſly ſeiſed upon this-remnant of life, my grict 
hath left me. Demerriss made a ſtop at theſe words, 
being confounded that he had ſaid ſo much, and 
trembling for fear of the effect his diſcourſe might 
have produced : and without doubt he had ſaid e- 


nough, to make that Princeſs comprehend the truth, | ' | 
wakened her gricf again, without giving her any 


if all her thoughts had not been very far from mat- 
ters of that nature; and if her ſorrow, giving her 
other employments,had not partly darkned the light 
of her underſtanding. She div*d not into the mean- 
ing of his words, as ſhe would have done in another 
ſeaſon; and to let him ſee ſhe bore a part in his diſ- 
contents ; As long as I believed (ſaid ſhe ) that all 
your misfortunes were known to me, I endeavoured 
to comfort you by the encounter of a perſon, touch- 
ed with an afflition like that of yours; but if you 
have other ſufferings, that are not come unto my 
knowledge, mine cannot chuſe but be augmented, 
by the ſhare which your vertue and your goodneſs 
make me take in your unhappineſs. And if you 
are ſo generous, and ſo charitable ( replied Deme- 
71144, a little more confident than before ) ſhew me 
ſome ſigns of that compaſſion, which makes you 
have a ſenſe of my misfortunes. He caſt down his 
eyes at theſe words with ſome confuſion, and the 
Princeſs, in whom they began to cauſe a ſuſpicion of 
the truth, was ſomething abaſh'd, as well as he : She 
could not imagine ( ſo ignorant ſhe was of her own 
power ) that Demerrizs from an cxtremity of grief, 
. ſhould ſo ſoon have faln into another paſſion; and the 

little probability ſhe found in it, kept her uncertain 
what ſhe ſhould believe : And perchance ſhe had 
been ſtill in doubt, if Demerr:zs had not recovered 
courage during her ſilence, and had not made the ut- 
moſt attempts upon his fears, to overcome the ut- 
moſt difficulties. He fixt his eyes again upon her 
face, and preparing her by his looks, for part of 
what he had toſay: Agzs is dead, ( ſaid he witha 
figh )' but Demerrizs is dying alſo ; and that which 
Ag found in her deſpair, and in the arms of the 
Macedonians, Ifhnd to the full in the charms of De:- 
damia; therein it is, my deltiny is more glorious 
than that of my Rival, and my fortune likewiſe 
. ſhall beabove his, and above all other mens, if by 
the gift ofmy life I can obtain but a part ofthat place 
in your remembrance, which he till now hath wor- 
thily poſſeſſed ; I would not ſtrive to conquer thoſe 
inclinations, which ſome reſemblance of Fortune 
made me to approve, if I were able to reſiſt this 
power, which hath drawn me away from mine, to 
give meothers more legitimate ; nor would I uſe my 
endeavours to baniſha Prince out of your memory, 
who merited your affection by the greatneſs of his 
ſervices, if he were in a condition to reap the fruits 
of it, But Ag# is now no longer in the world, 


Madam, and one may truly ſay, that you love no. 


thing, ſince you onely love that, which no longer 
hath a being ; you are as free in your affections, 
as you were in the earlieſt years of your life ; and 
if their object ceaſe to be, they neither ought by 
any reaſon, nor can by any means continue after it. 
I have found that truth my ſelf in a fortune like 
that of yours, and am more to be believed than a- 
nother in this diſcourſe, by the teſtimony I can give 
of it in mine own example. Demerrizs ſtop'd at 


theſe words, ſeeing the tears run down of a ſudden 
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from Deidamia's fair eyes, and knowing by her 
looks that this diſcourſe had ſenſibly afMicted her 
Ah! my dear Agzs, ( faid ſhe fighing with a moſt 
tender and paſſionate ation ) Ah! My dear 4s; 
If you were neceſſitated to receive this offence, 


' ſhould it not rather have been from any other bog , 


than Prince Demerr:s £ Her tears interrupted hex 
Speech for ſome few moments, and in the mean 
time the reflection ſhe made upon this adventure, 


reſentment againlt Dexerrizzs, That young Prince 
was ſo worthy of aftection,and had by all his ations 
diſpoſed her already to fo much acknowledge. 
ment,. and to ſo much good. will toward him, 
that if ſhe could then have been capable of a 
ſecond impreſſion of love, ſhe would have recei- 
ved it ſooner in favour of him, than of any other 
perſon - So that though ſhe was firm on the reſo- 
lution of keeping her ſelf wholly to the aſhes of 
her Agzs, yet did ſhe ſuffer Demerrims his Decla- 
ration, without breaking forth into anger againit 
him, or without going beyond the bourds of that 
ſweet moderation ſhe had formerly expreſſed; and 


turning hereyes upon him with an air that ſeemed | 


more forrowful than angry, Let us {till weep toge- 
ther ( ſaid ſhe ) let us weep, Demetrius, as we 


have done hitherto ; or if you think you have ſhed | 


tears enough for your Hermione, ſufter my grief 


and my affection to have other limits than yours: | 


| owe ſo much to my deareſt Agz, that your ex- 
ample would not be ſufficient to juſtifie the change 
you propoſe to me; and though I diſapprove not 
yours, Iam not ina condition to imitate it : your 
perſon is as conſiderable to me and as dear as you 
can in reaſon defire ;; Ineither am ingrateful to your 
good offices, nor blind to your good qualities; and 
the diſpleaſure you now have done me, hath not 
blotted out of my heart the value I have, and ever 
will have of you. But for Gods fake ſuffer Ags 
to continue till mailer of it, and counſel me not 
to do an unfitting thing, if you judge me worthy 
of your elteem : This is a requett I moſt earneſt- 
ly make to you, and you can give me no better 
proof of your afteQtion, than by ceaſing to com- 
bat that, which ought to laſt as Tong as niy life, 
As ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe roſe up from her 
chair, and took leave of Demetrius, without ſtay- 
ing for his reply; but it was with a countenance, in 
which ſorrow reign'd alone, and in which anger left 
no mark that could give him cauſe to fear, his love 
had made her his enemy. 


Demetrius remained he knew not himſelf in what 


condition, and doubted a long time what judge- 


ment he ſhould make of his Fortune : At firſt he 
had a very ill opinionof it, and believed he found 
himſelf utterly rejected by Deidamia's Declara- 
tion; but afterward he thought he had no reaſon to 
expect a more favourable event by the firit diſcovery 
of his Paſſion; and that though the Princeſs ſhould 
indecd have inclinations to him, that went beyond 
eſtcem and good will, ſhe owed ſome refiitance both 
to the memory of A-zr, and even to modelty it ſelf. 
In things we defire, we naturally flatter our ſelves, 
and Demetrius finding occaſion to do ſo in Deiaa- 


' mia's modeſt carriage, hoped that by long ſervices, 


he might ſhake her reſolution ; and with what fears 
ſoever he was aſſaulted, he could not repent his ha- 
ving broken through thoſe firſt difficulties. 
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ywondates was complaining of his, that had ſuffered 
Perdiccas to eſcape from his revenge, and had left 
him fill in a condition, as much conquered as he 


was, to croſs him inore than ever in his affeQi- 


on; he could not call to mind that Srartira was in 
his power, without yielding rauch unto his orief, 
nor without fearing that his rival would revenge 
the ſhame of his defeat, by thoſe wayes which lay 
open to him for that purpoſe. Zyſimchus his 
thoughts were like to his, and thoſe Princes paſſed 
the re{t of that day in diſquiets, which oppoſed 
their Victory. The next morning 0r00ndates, and 
the Prince of Perſia, beligving their Wounds too 
inconſiderable to make* them keep their Beds, call- 
ed for their cloathes, and as ſoon as they were 
ready, went together into Selerciz his Chamber, 
having firſt ſent ro know, whether their vitit would 
not be a trouble to him. Seleucizs received the 
honour they did him with a great deal of civility, 
and conſidering Ar/aces ( then) toth by the greatneſs 
of his actions, an1 by that of his high birth ; and 
looking upon Vroondates, as he ( of all men living ) 
whoſe vertue had ſhewed it ſelf by the gallanteſit 
marks, and as he, whoſc forces he had made tryal 
of hiraſelf with very little ſucceſs, he forgot his 
Wounds to render thern what he believed*their due. 
They no ſooner were ſet down by his Bed-ſide, but 
Arſaces preventing the thanks he was going to re- 
turn ; I could not have taken any reit ( ſail he) if 
ſome flight Wounds had been able to hinder me 
from coming my ſelf to ſee how you do; nor is 
my health dear enough to me, to keep me longer 
from a Prince to whom I owe all minner of re- 
ſpect for his vertue, and to whom I am particu- 
arly indebted for my life. If I was ſo happy, as 
to give you any aſſiitance ( replied Seleucus, I was 
too fully recompenced by the glory of having ſerved 
you ; and you have fince ſo generouſly requited it, 
That the remembrance of that ſervice which gave 
me the honour of your friendſhip, ought to yield 
to that of the obligation I have to you. We are 
all obliged to the Prince my Brother (addcd the 
Prince of Scythia Yand if he had let the valiant Se- 
lenczs periſh, he had let us loſe the better part of 
thoſe 2dvantapes the pods have given us. I de- 
ſerved death ( anſwered Selexcs) ſince Idared to 
meet ir from your hand ; and if I had received it 
when I was ſo bold as to oppoſe- your valour, it 
would have been fo glorious a one, that I ſhould 
have had no rcaſon tolament my deltiny. You de- 
fend your life tuo well ( replied the Prince ) to let 
any ſingle man have the glory to take it; and I owe 
all the advantage I had over you, to the help of my 


| men, and to the routing of yours. 


Seleucis anfwered this modeſty of Oroondates 
with a perfect ſubmiſſion ; and when from thoſe firſt 
cvilities, they fell into another difcourſe, Ar/aces, 
tirut on by Oroongarrs his Intereſts and by his 
love to the remainders of his blood ; after having 
embraced Selexcrs to wina grant of what he deſired: 
Generous Selcr:cus ( ſaid he) if” your friendſhip to 
Perdiccas can permit you, will you not tell us the 
truth of the preſent condition of my Silters, and will 
you not freely tell us what ettate they jare in, and 
what nſage they receive ? After the Confeſſion 
Perdiccas himſelf hath made to you (replyed . Se- 
leucis ) I may give you that ſatisfaction without 
betraying him ; and withal!, maylet you ſce by 


While he was muling thus upon his Fortune, O- 
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the little confidence he had in me, the little ſhare 
I have in your cauſes of complaint againſt him, 

I know not whether Perd:ccas thought I would 
diſapprove his proceeding, and that the knowledge 
thereof would hinder me from ſerving him ; or 
whether inJeed he was aſhamed to own it to me ; 
but however it were; I may truly proteſt to you, 
That before the day of our interview, he had not 
told mea ſyllable of it, and that I was ignorant of 


the true dettiny of Caſſandra, as well as all other 


men. In effect I believed, according to the rumor 
Roxana had ſpread abroad, That Queen Statiraz 
and the Princeſſe her Siſter, had been kilPd in the 
night upon their way to Babylon, by ſome of Aſe- 
leagers faction : And though in all theſe paſſages I 
found cauſes of doubt enough for one that had been 
curious, I ever was one of thoſe that were leaſt in- 
quiſitive, and blindly tyed my ſelf to ſerve Perdic- 
cas, as I thought my ſelf obliged by a very near, 
and a very ancient friendſhip : But that day of our 
parley, after we parted very ill ſatisfied with one 
another ; the remembrance of your diſcourſe with 
Perdiccas touching the liberty of the Princeſfles, 
and of the confeſſion he had made, cauſed me after 
ſome complaint of the little confidence he had in me, 
to ask him the truth of all; and then after having 
often embraced me, to drive away the reſentment 
I might have of his diſtruſt, asked me pardon for 
having kept that hid from me, which he believed 
he could not ſo ſoon reveal to any body in the 
world, eſpecially to me, of whoſe vertue, as he 
was plcaſed to ſay, He ftood more in awe than of 
any body elſe ; He told me at large all that paſſed 
touching the Pririceſle ſince the death of Alexan- 
der ; afterward he confeſſed to me, That he had 
been in love with the Queen, even in the Kings 
life time; and that he had all that while concealed 
an affection, which he was then no longer able to 
difſemble. 

Oroondates having told Selcwcusall they had heard 
by Cleone, concerning the Queens adventures, ob- 
liged him to let them know what they yet were 
ignorant of, and to that intent he continued thus : 
After that Perdiccas was faln upon the ground, by 
the wounds he had received from Arſaces, and that 
Arſaces hid loſt the Queen his Siſter, by the en- 
counter of Alceras ; who while Arſaces was fight- 
ing with his men, cauſed her to be put by force 
into his Chariot : Alcetas leaving his party, for fear 
he ſhould loſe what he had in poſſeſſion, and ſhould 
diſappoint his Brothers intentions, made the Cha- 
rioteer drive away very ſwiftly; and keeping the 
way he had reſolved to go, came to a houſe hard 
by the Town, where his Brother and he purpoſed 
to ſtay till night, that they might cnter into Babyloz 
with leſs danger of having thoſe perſons known, 
whom they brought along with them. - But A'ce- 
45 being come to that houſe, found not Perd:ecas 
there, as he expected ( though by his meeting the 
Queen he was alrcady faln into ſuſpicions, which 
he could not clear himſelf in, by any diſcourſe with 
her, who avoided all manner of converſation with 
him ) and within a little aſter, he ſaw one of his 
men comein who had been preſent at tne combat, 
and who brought him word in what condition he 
had left him : Alceras was almoſt beſides himſelf 
at the news, but it will ſuffice me to tell you, Thar 
not knowins how to leave the Princeſſes, he ſent 


ſome of his ſervants to the place, where his Brother 
| had 
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had fought, either to ſuccour him, or to fetch him 
away ; andnot long after, he ſaw him brought in up- 
oi a Hand-barrow, in a condition which made him 
doubt of his life. Perdiccas had recovered his ſences 
by the way,and the Chirurgions, which Alcetas had 
ſent for in all haſte, having ſearched his Wounds, 


aſſured him, That if no ill accident happened, they - 


were not dangerous. If Alceras was comforted 
with that news, Perdiccas was ſo, no leſs than he, 
when he ſaw the Queen again, whom he had loſt 
but a while before, and his joy was ſo great, that 
it made him forget all the pain of his Wounds ; yet 
could he not perſwade her to afford him a word: 
But as ſoon as night was come , he needs would 
leave that houſe, and making himſelf be carried a- 
way upon his Hand-barrow, he left the care of the 
Princes to his Brother ; Perdiccas was brought to 
his own lodging, and the Princeſſes to that of 41- 
cetas, which was made ready for them ; and which 
by reaſon it was partly invironed with water, and 
in a remote leſs-inhabited part of the Town, had 
been judged more proper for their abode. Perajc- 
cas was viſited by every body, and even by Roxana 
her ſelf, as ſoon as it was heard he was wounded : 
But how great confidence ſoever he had in us that 
were his friends, he told not the truth to any body : 
And thoſe Horſemen of his, that had eſcaped 4-- 
ſaces his Sword, were ſo faithful to him, that they 
never ſpoke word to diſcover the buſineſs ; He 
ſaid he had met a company of men, whom he knew 
not, and whom he ſuſpected to he of deceaſed 21e- 
leagers party ; and that it was by them, his men 
= | he had been aſſaulted; and there being like- 
lihood enough in that encounter, no body enquired 
any further about it. In the mean time, the Prin- 
ceſſes were under the cuſtody of Alcetas, in a pri- 
vate lodging, where they were ſeen by none, but 
thoſe that were appointed to wait upon them, and 
where they were ſo carefully looked to by them,and 
lcetas, that it was impoſſible they ſhould eſcape: 
he went abroad himſelf, he left that charge 
to ſuch as were of known fidelity ; and all this wes 
ſo ſecretly carried, ( beſides that the greatneſs of 
y, and the confuſion of Afﬀairs aſſiſted ) that 
we never ſuſpected any thing in the World. 

As ſoon as Perdiccas was cured of his Wounds, 
again to give the Queen proofs of his love, 
and ſtrove to conquer the difficulties he met with, 
by all the moſt paſſionate markes of it ſhe could re- 
ceive; Alcetas uſed the ſame induſtry to Par:/aris, 
but both to no purpoſe ; and as Peraiccas hath ſince 
confeſſed to me, All their preſeverance ſerved for 
nothing elſe, but to increaſe the Princeſles averſion, 
Neither Perdiccas nor his Brother have ever ex- 
ceeded the limits of reſpe&t towards them, but they 
have ſtill made them be ſerved by women they pur 
to them, who ſtir not out of their Lodgings, and 
by Eunxchs of theirs, whoſe fidelity they have 
tried in other occaſions, with ſo much care and dili- 
gence, that excepting liberty, they have wanted 
nothing they could defire. Notwithſtanding what 
you publiſhed in your Declarations, Roxana ne- 
ver ſhewed any ſuſpicion of the truth ; and her 
belief, that ſhe had ſeen them killed before her 
own eyes ( as I ſince have gheſſed ) kept hermind at 
quiet, againſt all the doubts which ſome would have 
put into her of their being alive. They have lived 


on thismanner, both before and ever ſince the firſt 
Battel we fought ; but as I have already told you, I 
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never knew it, till the day that after our interview 
I heard it from Peraiccas his own mouth. My he 
mazement was very great at ſuch ſtrange news, and 
as I was glad to hearthoſe great Princetles were liy. 
ing, ſo wasI not leſs ſurprized at Perdrccas his loye 
at his ſecret managing of the buſineſs, and at fy 
na's cruelty, which cauſed in me a deadly averſion 
againſt her. The gods are my witneſſes, I did all I 
poſſibly conld to bring Perdiccas to more reaſonable 
inclinations, and tomake him avoid ſo many misfor- 
tunes, by a juſt and a vertuous action; but he was 
ſo troubled atthe requeſt 4 made him to that effec, 


_and repreſented to me inſuch paſſionate terms, that 


without certain deathi#himſcif he could neither 
think of delivering the Oen-nor of lofing his pre. 
tenſions; that I thought "ality I could not preſs 
him further : Yet did he felolve the buſineſs ſhould 
continue ſecret till after the Battel ; and he defired me 
ſo long, to defer the purpoſe I had $0 wait upon the 
Princeſſes. This is the condition mywhich we left 
them, nor do 1 believe that Perdice ing ſo paſſio- 
nately in love, will reſtore them till the laſt exffemi- 
ty ; butneither ought you to fear, he will abandon 
them to Roxana's fury ; for I dare ſay, he will ra- 


ther give his life than ſuffer theirs to be in any ha- 
Zard; and his Authority is ſo great with all his Party, | 


that he will ever be powerfull enough to defend them 
openly againſt Roxana. The deſign he hath had to 


keep his Forces united with hers, to oppoſe yours | 


the more powerfully, hath obliged him hitherto to 
conceal the truth ; but when he ſhall be conſtrainedto 


publiſh it, he will {till be able to protect them againſt | 


her malice. 
The two Princes received a great dcal of conſola- 


tion by this diſcourſe of Seleucas, and gave him | 
thanks for his freedom, with words full of acknow- | 
ledgement and affeCtion ; they afterward told him, | 


that he was at liberty, and thar- it was onely to. do 
him ſervice, they detained him amongſt them, and 
that they were well enough aſſured of the friendſhip 
of their companions, to promiſe that as ſoon «s his 
health would ſuffer him, and that he would ſtay no 
longer with them, they would cauſe him to be con- 
voyed ſafe to Babylon, Seleucas was not without 
reply at that noble offer, 7 will not abuſe your genere- 


firy (ſaid he) ner will I accept the liberty you offer | 
me, but upon ſuch conditions, as ſhall not be diſadvan- | 
tageous to you, Twill try Perdiccas his friendſhip by | 


a proof of very great importance ; and ſince Leonatus 
and Nearchus, .who are two of the oſt conſiderable 


men of his Party, are your Priſoners, as weil «I, | 


for our ranſome, and for that if many thouſands of | 


our men that are in your power ;, I mean to demand of 


him the liberty of the Princeſſes : Tf he have any ver- | 


tre, and any friendſhip toward us, he will overcome 
his paſſion to obey his duty ;, but if bis intereſt have 
more power over him, than his confideration of us, we 
ſhall be diſpenſed withal for that we owe to him, and 
ſhall no longer be ingaged by a friendſhip, which he 


unworthily ſhall have neg!ccd. Oroondates could. 


not forbear to. embrace Selexczes at theſe words : 
Ah ! Generous Selencz (ſaid he) how worthy of 
you are theſe thoughts, and how infinitely are we 
obliged to you for intentions that are ſoadvantage- 
ous to us; it ſhall not be for the price of your l- 


berty, that we will demand the Princeſſes, {ince you | 


are free already, and maſter here amongſt us; but 
if Perdiccas at your requeſt will give them in ex- 


change for your companions, Eow many misfor- 
tuncs 
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xunes will he avoid, and how highly (hall we. be in 
debted to you! 

Theſe diſcourſes were followed by many others ; 
after which the Princes, fearing to incommodate Se- 
leueus by too long a converſation, took leave of 
him, and retired into their. Chamber, The reſt 


of that day was employed by them that had the 


care of it, in making an end of thoſe laſt duties 
they had begun to pay their dead, and in cleanſing 
the Camp of ſuch a number-of Budies which in 
a few daycs might have brought an infection into 
the Army ; and the next morning the Forces were 
all drawn up to diſencamp, and to tak» up thoſe 
Poſts which tne E nemies army had quitted beiore 
the Walls of Babylon, All the wounded men were 
left in the old Camp, and Arr4xerxes and Oroon- 
dates, though they had left their Beds, not being 
in a condition to get on Horſeback for two or three 
dayes, ſtaid alſo with their Companions, and with 
the Ladies, keeping ten thouſand men with them 
for their Guard; and Crarerzs, Oxyartes, and old 
#rtabaſus, advanced with all the reit to block up 


"the Town : The Squadrons marched in gallant or- 


der under thoſe three brave Commanders, and the 
way not being long, - they quickly ſaw the lofty 
Walls of proud Serra; and hiving ſaluted them 
with a threataing cry, they divided themſelves in- 
to three Bodies, to £0 and take three ſeveral Polts, 
according as it had been betore determined; Some 
of the Enemies Cavalry came out to meet Crater 
and to oppoſe his coming nearer, yet ſcarce did 
they ſuſtain the firit ſhock he gave them, but fall 
ing int» a rout, forſook the place, and left him at 
liberty to quarter himſelf at his e:ſe, where he had 
reſolved to encamp. It was upon the Bank of 
the River above the Town toward rhe Eaſt, and 
juſt over againit certain works that were defen ied 
by twelve hundred Jedian Archers, Arrabaſs 
placed himſc f below upon the Bank of the River 
alſo, toward the Weit ; and Prince O-cyartes, be- 
tween them, toward the North, and near to ſome 
defences guarded by the Drahe's and Argeans. 
Theſe Quarters were about fourſcore Furlongs from 
one another ; and for all the di:tance was fo great, 
they had not been able to block up above half the 
Town, by reaſon of the River that runs through ir ; 
but they-preſently becan to make Bridges of Boats, 
to have the Paſſage of it free, and an ealie commu- 
nication both above and below the City, with an 
ntention to ſend over ſome of titeir Forces to befiege 
it on all ſides, and to hinder the Paſſage of Victual 
and Relief, that might come 1n either by Land or 
by Water. 


© The preat City of Babylon) the ſtately Work 
of valiant Sex2rrams, and then conſidered as one of 
the wonders of the World ) is ſeated on both ſides 
of the Evpir.crcs, which paſſing between its Buil- 
dings, divides the Town into two equal parts ; 
they are joyned together by many Bridges, and 
principally by one very great one of Stone, diffe- 
rent in matter from its other Buildings, and con- 
lderabl2 for its breadth, height , and marvellous 
ſtructure; the Banks of the River are kept up 
with two Brick Walls, and have high large Cauſies 
om each fide, which yet would not be able to ſtop 
the impetuouſnefle of the Stream, when it is ſwell- 
ed with Rain, if there were not deep open places 
at certain diltances; by waich the Water, before 
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it comes to the Cauſes, is ſwallowed up, and loſt 
in huge gulfs under ground, ſome of it making 4 
great lake at one end of the Town; the Houſes were 
very itately bnilt of Brick in a well ordered form; 
and divided into a great number of large and ſpa+ 
cious Streets, in the chief of which ſtood the gal- 
lantelt Palace of the Afyrian Monarchs; the cir- 
cuit of it was thirty- Furlongs, and as well for the 
loſtineſs of its Towers, as the beauty of its ſeveral 
Lodgings, was a Houſe worthy of its Founders, 
and of the greatneſſe of thoſe Maſters, to whom it 
belongs : There was to be ſeen that miracle of the 
Hanzing Garden, fo cri:d up by Ancient Writers, 
wh:rein Earth carried thither with an admirable in- 
duſtry, and fuitained by Pillars of two hundred foot 
high, there grew Trees whoſe Branches ſeemed 
to touch the Clouas, preſenting tufted Forreſts to - 
the eye of Paſſengers above the tops of the higheſt 
Buildings. The whole compaſle of the City was 
not filled w:th Houſes, but there were open places 
of a large extent, whole Fields that were Ploughed 
and Sown with Corn, reſerved againit Famine in 
the extreamitics of a long Siege ; which with the 
Houſes were incloſed by the great Semiranis, with 
a Wall of three hundred ſixty five Furlongs : Al- 
though that was a prodigious compaſle for a Town, 
the exceſſive greatneſs of it diminiſhed nothing of 
its perfection, for mankind never ſaw ſo exact, 
nor ſo beautifull a Work ; the height of the Walls 
was of a hundred. Cubits, ani their breadth was 
two and thirty foot, fo that many Chariots might 
ealily £0 a brealt upon the top of them: At certain 
equall diitances ſtood Towers of the ſame fabrick, 
ten foot higher than the Walls, giving them the com- 
mand of all the neighbouring Fields, and though 
their {trength was exceeding great of themſelves, 
they were fortified with a Mote of threeſcore foot 
deep. and two hundred broad; there were ſome 
Out-works alſo on the far {ide of it, but they were 
of no great defence; and by reaſon of the little fear 
they had beeninof a ſiege, they had not taken any 
pains to better them, | 


It was before this ſtately Town that the Vito- 
rious Army encamped, and the frighted Inhabj- 
tants from the top of their Walls ſaw in one day 
a Thouſand Tents' pitched, a thouſand Banners 
diſplayed, and the whole Field covered with Men 
and Horſes : The order of their encamping was 
very regular, and in the three ſeveral] Quarters, 
all the Souldiers having their places aſſigned ro hut 
themſelves, fell to work about it with fo much 
diligence and readinefſe,, that within three dayes 
one might walk up and down the Camp, in long 
ſtraight {treets, where ſymmetry and proportion 
were moſt exatly obſerved ; they were ſeparat- 
ed according to their ſeveral Nations, but thoſe 
Forces that were deſtin?d to paſs the River as 
ſoon as the Bridges ſhould be finiſhed, were 
lodged outermolt, and took not the pains to fit 
themſelves asthe reſt, for a fiay of ſo few dayes, 
The number of them, takings in thoſe that were 
left in the old Camp to guard the wounded men, 
was not lefſe than the other, beins they were to 
lye in the moit dangerous places, and to poſſeſle 
that ſize, where the coming of relict was moit ap- 
prehencled. 

The third day a 


ter, Artaxerxes, Oroonaa- 


tes, Lyſimichm, and Prol,ymers, came up to their 
Uuu' 


Companions, 


Com 
our ſhould paſs, while they were abſent, and 
not being willing to part, they made their Tents 
be ſet up in Prince Oxyarres his Quarter : Be- 
renice and Apamia not being able to forſake them, 
left Polemons houſe with Deidamia, ( who would 
needs keep them company ) and went to lodge 
there with them ; and thoſe fair Princeſſes, whom 
the Accidents of their life had taught not to fear 


death, were not afraid to draw near their Enemies, 


nor to expoſe themſelves to the perils of a ſiege, 
to go along with perſons that were ſo dear to 
them. 

The next day Thaleſtris, who could not bear 
their abſence, made her ſelf be removed to them, for 
all ſhe was ſo wounded. Demerrin:, to whom it 
wasan inſupportable thing to be parted from Dez- 


damia, deſpiſed the counſel of his Phyſicians to be. 


nearer to her, and within two dayes after, Exmenes, 
Antigonus , Laomedon, Menander, the ſons of 
Artabaſus, and all the other wounded men diſlodged 
by their example, and neglected their hurts to ſee 
the Walls of Baby/on. Selenucu alſo, and his three 
Companions would ftay no longer at Polemons houſe, 
where they had been lodged and looked to with a 
oreat deal of care; and though they were more 
wounded than the reſt, and in ſuch a condition as 
would not ſuffer them to be removed without ſome 
danger, Arſaces was conſtrained to make them be 
brought upon Hand-litters, and lodged in a Tent 
bard by his. Polemons houſe remained quite emp- 
ty, and even Alcione, ſecing Cleonimus cured of 
his Wounds, and able to ſerve the Princes in per- 
ſon, placed her ſelf with the Princefle Berercce, 
- who received her with much affection; and Cleconz- 
mu, to whom the Princes of Perſia and Scyrhia 
were ſo highly obliged, one for his Miſtreſſe, the 
other for his Siſter, taſted the kindeſt expreſſions of 
their favour, and was taken into the ſame degree of 
nearneſs with Araxes and Critox ; who by their ad- 
mirable fidelity had made themſelves very conſidera- 
ble to their Maiters : They needs would have him 
make relation of what they knew not of his Adven- 
tures, and at their requeſt he gave them an account 
of all thoſe Voyages, to which his ſorrow had en- 
gaged him : He told them how after the Newes of 
Theanders death, which was come to his hearing,he 
in vain had ſought for reſt and comfort, and that pur- 
poſing to fly a Countrey where he had been ſo unfor- 
tunate,he had travelled about 4/ia,and all Exropr,and 


had never ended his wanderings but with his life, if 


aſter many years of a moſt rigorous abſence, which 
had worn out the ſharpneſle of his grief for the loſs 
of Theander, the remembrance of Alcione had not 
violently recalled him, and made him by force re- 
ſolve to ſee the innocent cauſe of his afflictions once 
again before he died; but yet without any deſign 
to overthrow the memory of Theander in her heart, 
or to oblige her by any of his ations, to recede in 
favour of him, from what ſhe owed to her dear 
Husband. The Princes, who had heard the firſt 
paſſages of Cleonimns his Story from Berenice, ad- 
mired his Vertue ; and knowing his paſſion, and the 
ardent affeQion of Alcione, reſolved to do that for 
them, which neither of them durſt defire; and to 
. take away by their Authority, all the baſhfulneſs, 
and all the ſcruples that hindered them from follow- 
ing their own inclinations. 


in the mean time the Princes thought fit to make 
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thoſe Works be aflaulted, that were defended 

the Medians, the Drahe's, and the Argeans: 3nd 
for that purpoſe, were commanded out two thou 
ſand Macedonians, two thouſand Thracians, twy 
thouſand Phrygians, one thouſand Amazones, and 
a thouſand Cappadocians, under the condut of Ly- 
ſimachw to attacque the Xedes; anda like number 
of Cilicians, Egyptians, Syrians, Lydians, ang 
Battrians, under Ptrolomems, to fall on againſt the 
Drake's and Argeans. Prince Orocndates, and the 
valiant Arſaces would have accompanied their friend 
in that occaſion, but they told them it was not by. 
ſineſs worthy of their hazard, and prayed them fg 
earneſtly to leave them the whole honour of it, that 
they were fainto let their defire of Action, yicld to 
the importunity of their requeſt. Young 4lexax. 
der, Menelai, and divers others of his age, were 


of that Party without Office or Command, ang | 


marched on foot at the Head of thoſe Squadrons a- 


gainſt Enemies, whom their Entrenchments could | 


not preſerve from the fear of their approach ; and in- 
deed they came on with an undauntedneſs o little 
common, that the boldeſt of them trembled with 
good reaſon ; and advancing through a thick ſhower 
of Arrows, obliged their men by their example to 
contemn the danger that oppoſed their paſſage. That 
employment could not have been given to any two 
that would more generouſly have diſcharged it, 
and the great Exploits of Oroondares and Arſaces, 
having begot a noble emulation in them,carried them 
on to more than ordinary atchievements, Thecir- 
cumſtances of all that paſt in that piece of ſervice 
would be but troubleſome ; Lyſimachw on his ſide, 
and Prolomews on his, after a vigorous reſiſtance, 
and the death of twoor three thouſand of their men, 
entered the Enemies Entrenchments, and had made 
themſelves abſolute Maſters of thoſe Qut-works; 
when Antigenes with a party of Arg yraſpides falli 
ed upon Lyſimachis, and Tolas, the Brother of Caſ- 
ſander, againſt Prolomers : That Sally retarded the 
Victory of our two Princes, but was not able to 
prevent it; and though they were not ignorant, 
that there were Squadrons drawn forth to ſecond 
them, they neglected their Aſſiſtance, and onely 
with their own men encountred thoſe new Enemies 


with ſuch an extraordinary Courage, That after a | 


Fight maintained with the death of many of them, 


they made thereſt turn their backs; and having dri- | 


driven them withia a Bow-ſhoot of their Gates, 
remained peaceable Maſters of all the Out- 
works. 

In this buſineſs they of Babylon loft above four 
thouſand” of their men, nor did the Princes c- 
ſcape at an eaſier rate, but the advantage was 
wholly theirs : And after having lodged part of 
their menin thoſe places whence they had beaten 
their Enemy, they returned Victorious to their 
brave Companions ; from whom they received 
praiſes due to the gallant Actions of that Day, and 
an encreaſe of that Reputation they had gained in 
many ſuch like Occaſions, The day following 
was given on both fides to the - Burial] of the 
Dead ; and the next Morning, as Orcozcares and 
Artaxcrxes were riſing, there was a Spy of theit 
Enemies brought in to them, who had been ta- 
keninthe Camp cloſe by their Tent, about which 
he had been hankering all that Morning ; with all 
the appearances of a Man that had ſome ill deſign, 


being a very cunning Fellow; he had endeavour- 
cl 
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ed to deceive them by his ſubtleties, and had given 
them Tokens enough to make them believe he was 
one oftheir Party - But having neither heea own- 
ed, nor ſo much as known by the Officers of that 
Troop which he ſaid he was of ; they that had taken 


kim, thought fit to bring him before the Princes, 


though he ſhewed himſelf wonderous unwilling to 
he carried thither, and had defired them rather to 
kill him. 

As ſoon as Oroondates cat his eyes upon his face, 
he obſerved Lineaments there, that were not un- 
known to him ; but Araxis and Toxaris no ſooner 
aw him, when inſtantly they cryed out : Ah ! it 
that faiſe Wretch Arvares. At the name of Ar- 
bates, Oroondarcs perteftly remembred him; and 
atthe ſight of thar man, who by his perfidiouſneſs 
had deſtroyed his Fortune, and who alone had plun- 
ed him into the bottomleſs Sea of his miſeries, a 
chilneſs ran through all his veins, and his Counten- 


J ance was ſo chanzed, that all the Company ob- 


ſerved the great diſturbance of his mind : A ter 
this ſhivering, and this paleneſs, followed an ex- 
traordinary colour, which his anger brought in- 
to his face ; and not beings able in thoſe firſt mo- 
tions to matter his lawfull indignation, or to keep 
himſelf within tie bounds of his uſuall moderation : 
You have brought him me, ju{t Gods, ( cried he) 
you have delivered into my hands, this cruel Tortu- 
rer of my dayes, this Traiterous ſcrvant, who ſa- 
caificed his Maſter toſo many painful deaths ; and in 
ſhort, this Moniter, by whom I ſuffer, and by 
whom Ihave ſuffered the whole weight of my Af- 
fictions. . . *« 

He made a ſtop at theſe firſt words, and not be- 
ng able to expreſs himſelf well enough in the impe- 
tuouſneſs of his choller, he: fixt his Eyes, ſparkling 
with Rage, upon the face of that perfidious Wretch 
who in a mortal terrour an4 confuſion kept His fat 
upon the ground, with an action fully prepared for 
that death, which in his own conſcience he had but 
too well deſerved. "Thou ſhalt dye ( purſued the 
furious Prince) thou ſhalt die* in mot exquifit tor- 
ments ; and though thy deati cannot reſtore me 
what thou hait robbed me of, nor make amends in 
the ſmalleſt degree for thoſe infinite miſeries thou 
hait made me endure, I will at leaſt pive this ſatis- 
faction to my grief, and to my love, to ſacrifice the 
curſed intrument of all my misfortunes, and the 
true cauſe of the death of ſo many thouſand perſons. 
From. theſe words the tranſported Prince fell into 
the remembrance of that happineſs which 4rbares 
his Treachery had taken from him, and that refleCti- 
on tonched him ſo deeply, that all the company ſaw 
his face immediately bathed in Tcars; and were 
ſuch partakers in his gricf, that they ſcemed but lit- 
tle different from him, either in the ſadneſs that ap- 
peared in their Countenances, or in their Reſent- 
11s Treachery 
was known to them, and they all initantiy judged 
him worthy of the moſt rigorous torments that could 
be invented, and of a deitiny, at lcaſt like that of 
befſuns, 

Till rhen 2-00nd :tes hal continued in the thoughts 
ofan ordinary man, and not being able in thoſe rſt 
motions, utterly ro develt himſelf, of what he 
held from humane Nature, he had let hi:ſelf be 
carried away to inclinations that were not unrea- 


fonable ; but preſently after, he from meer man, | 


came back again to Oroonaates; all whoſe thoughts 
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had nothing common with thoſe of other men? 
when they had power to work at liberty : And 
looking upon — Arbates with a ſcorn that 
a few minutes before had anger in it, he judged 
that the Revenge he-could take upon him was-too 
unworthy of himſelf, and that it was againſt 
more noble Enemies, than a vile ſervant, he 
ought to pour forth his indignation ; wherefore 
putting on a mi'der Countenance, he turned” to- 
ward thoſe that had taken him : Why did you 
not kill this Traitor ( ſaid he) as ſoon as you 
diſcovered him to be an Enemy, in{tead of brittg- 
ing him before us ? Do you not know that the 
ſight of Princes is favourable to Criminals, and 
that Artaxerxes, Lyſtmachus, and Prolomens., 
are too generous to. approve a baſe and a:ſhame- 
full revenge? The Souldiers had reaſons enough 
to alledge for themſelves, and they were not 
unknown tro him, but he gave them not the lei- 
ſure; and looking upon Arbares, who at theſe 
laſt words began to reſettle his fears, Live difloy- 
al Wretch, 7 ſaid he) live, fince thou art unwor- 
thy of the death whici I could give thee ; and that 
without doubr thou art deſtined to a more igno- 
minious end, than that thou ſhouldit receive from 
Oroondares, Live, but go live amons our Encmies, 
and tell Roxanaand Caffunder, 1 envy them notthe 
ſervice of a man fit for none but ſuch a Miſtreſs, 
and ſuch a Matter. 

With theſe words he turned away his eyes, not 
being able ro behold him longer without repug- 
nance, and Arvates not knowing where to find 
words to excuſe his crtme, nor to thank the Priace 
for the mercy he ſhewed him, onely fell upon his 
Knees, teſtifyins by his geſtures, and by his 
tears, ſome kind of acknowledgement, and ſome 
kind of Repentance, If the Princes that were pre- 
ſent at this action, had not been generous enough 
themſclves to do the ſame in a like encounter, 
they without doubt would have admired it : But 
Leing they had ſouls made up all of nobleneſs, 
and that they were acculto!med to the gallant 
deeds of Oroondates, they did not wonder at this 
laſt ; onely Prince Lyſ#machu turning to Arbates, 
who was going to make uſe of the liberty that 
was given him ; Think not to eſcape ſo, (ſaid he) 


' for though the Prince have pardoned thee his 


particular offence, thou oughteſt at leaſt to give 
us account of the deſign, that brought thee into 
our Camp. Tell us truly in what condition our 
Princeſſes are, the intentions of Roxana, whoſe 
Governour and whoſe confident thou art, and the 
continuation of Cafſanders loves, which thou be- 
ganit to Toxarzs and Loncates : But diſguiſe not 
the truth in this Recital, and endeavour by ſome 
light effect of freedom, to deſerve the mercy thou 
haſt received. Arbates, who by that time had ta- 
ken heart, I would it pleaſed the Gods,Sir,(ſaid he) 
that for the expiation of my crimes, you defired 
ſomething of greater importance, that were but in 
my power, and you ſhall find , I would little conft- 
der theloſs of my life, if thereby I coult but hope 
for pardon : But fince Iam not ah'c to co you great» 
cr ſervice, than that you now demand of me, I will 
be more faithful in obeyins you, than I was in ſery- 
ing my maſter{; and will give you an exact account 
of ſuch things as are come unto my knowledge. Ar- 
bates making a ſtop at theſe words,the Princes prepa= 
re] to give him attention ; but Crooadares, who was 

U uju2: - not 
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not able to endure him, fonnd it ſo much againſt 
his ſtomach, that he deſired his Friends to diſmiſs 
him, and not ſuffer him to ſtay any longer amongſt 
them; yet Arraxerxes and Lyſimachus did fo re- 
pi*ſentthe intereſt he had, in the relation they had 
demanded of him, and he underſtood it fo well him- 
ſelf, that inthe end he yielded to give him audience 
with them. After they were ſet down, Arbares 
who had had time to recover confidence of Speech, 
fince his fears were diſſipated when he had recalled 
thoſe things into his memory which he had to re- 
late, began on this manner. 


The Continuation of the Hi- 
g ſtary of Roxana. 


MY LORDS. 


T" 0 tell the things you deſire to know, in 
"® order, it is neceſſary T begin with Cal- 
ſanders Love the firſt effe&s whereof, 1 
/ yelated to Toxaris and Loncates, from 
whom without doubt you have heard them 
and then 1 will freely give you an account 
of thoſe things T have been able to learn, and 
which fall within the employment I have 
under Ducen ROXAna. 


He Gods are my Witneſſes, that I uſed all the 
power I had with the Queen, to diſlwade the 

cruel reſolution ſhe had taken againſt Toxars and 
Loncates, when ſhe ſaw them obſtinate in conceal- 
ing their Prince's abode ; but ſhe was ſo incenſed a- 
ainſt them, that my importunity in their favour was 
ike to have put me in diſgrace : She commanded 
they ſhould be carried out of the Town, to the end, 
that Action might be the more ſecret ; but when the 
heard by him that had eſcaped the hand of their De - 
liverers, that they were reſcued out of their hands, 
before they had been able to draw that Confeſſion 
from.their mouthes which ſhe defired : ſhe was ex- 
mcamly troubled and diſpleaſed at it, but was the 
more confirmed in her Opinion, That Prince Oro- 
ondates was in this Countrey : In this belief, caſt- 
ing her Eyes upon me, who happened to be then 
in her Chamber, Arbares, ( ſaid ſhe) all things run 
contrary to my deſires, and the Gods, whom the 
folly of my love hath exaſperated againſt me, will 
not ſuffer them to be ſatisfied ; But either I am the 
moſt deccived of any Woman in the World, or 
cruel Oroondates is in theſe parts. Let him hide 
himſelf, the ungratefull man, ( purſued ſhe a while 


after ) let him be inſenſible of my love, or rather 


let him perſiſt to hate me as he hath done hitherto; 
L at leaſt have this advantage, that in flying me, he 
Alyes his Fortune; and that he ſhall never enjoy the 
happineſs, for which he diſdains, that I have offer- 
ed him: He ſhall not make himſelf ſport with my 
rival, by ſcoffing at the mean ſpirited affections of 
Roxana, And though I be miſerable, I ſhall not 
have the diſcontent to ſee her triumph over my miſe. 
ries, who hath been the cauſe of them. Yet -- 
| bates( continued ſhe, having pauſed a little ) I can- 
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not diſavow, but that I {till have thoſe firſt inclina. 
tions that. have brought me ſo much trouble, ang 1 
mean to employ all the affeCtions thou haſt to m 
ſervice, in ſeeking ſome redreſs for my diſquiets: 
Set all thy wits a work to inform, thy ſelf if he he 
not in Babylon, where we took his ſervants; the 
greatneſs of the Town, and the confuſion of oy; 
Afairs, that make us receive ſo many unknown per. 
ſons into it, might permit him to lye long con. 
cealed here ; but he cannot be ſo to thy vigilance, 
if thou wilt take the pains to employ it, and af. 
ter ſuch a ſervice, there is no recompence that will 
not be below thee. 

By theſe words the Queen ciſcovered to me the 
continuation of her love ; and ſtrove to confirm me 
in the deſignlI really had to ſerve her, And I be- 
lieved, Sir, ( added Arbates, addreſſing himſelf to 
Oroondates ) that I might ſafely comply with her, 
without doing you any hurt, conſidering the quali- 
ty of her Fortune, and the genera! opinion .of 
Queen Stratira's death ; therefore 1 proteſted to 
her, with ſo many Oaths, that I would uſe m 
utmolt care to obey her commands, that ſhe drew 
ſome conſolation from my promiſes, and then be. 
ing deſirous to avoid Caſſanders anger, which I 
feared, aſter I had diſpoſed her to hearken to me 
patiently. Madam ( ſaid I ) Caffarder perſecutes 
me to ſerve him in his affection to your Majeſty, 
and not many dayes ago he forced me by his threats 
to take a Letter, which he had written to you, but 
I neither had the boldnefſe, nor ſo much as an inten- 


tion to deliver it; but having torn it in pieces, I - 
have put him off cver ſince, as often «s he asked 


me any thing about it, by ſaying that I had not 


yet found a fit opportunity to preſent it to you, | 


You did very well ( anſwered the Qucen ) and to 
keep fair with him, you may fay I tore it my ſelf, 
That inſolent man raiſes my anger to the extrcamity, 
and if in the preſcnt condition of my Afairs, I had 
not need of him, I would give him ſuch proofs of 
it, as ſhould cool him perhaps for all the reſt of his 
life. Take heed in the mean time, that you never 
receive either Letter or Meſſage from him any 
more ; and let him know that I have expreſly forbid- 
den you. I promiſed to do as ſhe commanded me, 
with a deſign to follow her Orders; and that very 
day having met Cafſander, Sir, 1 ſaid I ) my de- 
fire to ſerve you, hath perhaps ruined my Fortune, 
and your Letter hath been like to make me be ba« 
niſhed for ever out of the Queens ſervice ; ſhe tore 
it without reading it, and hath proteſted, that at the 
firſt employment I ſhall take again of that nature, 
ſhe will cauſe me to be exemplarily puniſhed. Caf- 
ſander, who by many other encounters had made 
known the Queens intentions, eaſily gave credit to 
what I ſaid; but he flew into a violent paſſion, and 
uttered many words both againſt the modeſty, and 
againſt the reſpect he owed her, The Queen's to 
blame ( ſaid he afterward ) to drive a man into de- 
ſpair, who as her Aﬀairs now ſtand, is not unuſcful 
to her; and who with the peril of his life, againſt 
a great number of Enemies, ſtruck the main itroke 
perchance in ſettling her in the place ſhe now pol- 
ſeſſes. Tell her Arbates ; that among all Alexa2nders 
Succeflors, ſhe ſhall find none more powerfull in 
Europe, nor in Aſia, than the ſon of Anriparer;nor 1- 
mongall men living.a more faithfull or a more paſſio- 
nate ſervant than Caſſunder. 1 prayed him to excuſe 
me that I could not undertake that Meſſage, 
allcdging 
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alledging the Queens abfolute charge to the 
contrary ; and the fear I was in, of being utterly 
undone, if I diſobeyed her Commands. This kind 
of uſage from the Queen, was not able to repulſe 
him ; and ſeeing himſelf then in a condition not” to 
fear her power, as he had done in Alexander's life 
time, he no longer was ſo carefull to hide his paſſion 
as he had been before, and governed himſelf with ſo 
kitcle diſcretion, that it was unknown to no body, 
Roxana's averſion to him was but the more redou- 
bled thereby ; but being ſhe was cunning and poli- 
tick, ſhe partly diſlembled it, or at leaſt through 
theneceſſity of her Aﬀairs, ſuffered without taking 
revenge, what in another ſeaſon ſhe would have re- 
ſented in another manner. Caſſanders credit amongſt 
his companions, and Artipaters in Europe, were 
well enough known to her to make her judge, that 
ſhe ſhould not do well to make a powerful Enemy, 
of a paſſionate Lover; and of a lover, who in her 
preſent troubles might do her good ſervice; and 
had done ſo already : That conſideration kept her 
from followins the incitements of her anger, but not 
from letting Caſſznder ſee by all her words, and by 
all her actions, that his paſſion was very unpleaſing 
to her. 

The liberty of coming into her Chamber, was 
permitted him as well as others, for the Reaſons 1 
have given you ; and being there oneday with Leo- 
natcs, and two or three more of his friends,] think it 
was with a purpoſe to oblige him, that the reſt with- 
drew, and left him alone with the Queen, Heſione, 
ſome other of her Maids, and my ſelf, wko chanced 
to be there at that time, and to be witneſs of that 
Converſation. When Cafſander found that oppor- 
tunity, which he ſeldoin met with, he reſolved to 


hy hold of it; and putting himſelf into a very be- 


ſeeching poſture, gave the Queen notice, that he 
was preparing to entertain her with his love, but ſhe 
afforded him not the time ; and as ſoon as he opened 
his mouth to begin his diſcourſe, I forbid you (ſaid 
the) to talk to me of your follies, and enjoyn you 
toconfider the offences I have received from you, 
as they ought to be conſidered by a Subject of the 
King my Husband, 

Caffandcr, who was prepared for ſuch like uſage, 
never ſeemed daviated at it, but anſwered with a 
confident !ook.I did not thinktay paſſion could have 
given you any cauſe of offence ; Forif I was a Sub- 
k& of the King your Husband, 1 do not believe 1 
aſt off that ſubjeion, by letting you know that 1 
am yet more powerfully yours : None of thoſe ho- 
mages you receive from thoſe thit once were under 
his Dominion, are paid you with more reſpec, nor 
with more ſubmiſſion, than mine ; and if I may be 
permitted to ſpeak the truth of my ſelf, they are 
not more advantageous to you;than thoſe of a Prince, 
who holds not 2 contemptible rank among the great- 
eſt, thatare now alive, I know what I am, (re- 
Pied the Queen, with a very diſdainful ation) nor' 
am I ignorant what you are, I ſcenothing that ſhould 
hinder us from living together, as we have done hi- 
therto; and when you ſhall look upon me, as the 
Wife of Alex2nder, Iwill look upon you, as the 
Son of Antipater, Theſe ſcornful ſighting words, 
wrought ſuch a ſpight in C2ſſander, who by nature 
5 the moit impatient man in the world, that he loſt 
all reſpect and diſcretion, and not being able to dif 
ſemble how ill he took them : 1 confeſs (ſaid he) that 
Alexander was above Caſſauder, but ſince Alexan- 
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der is dead, the Daughter of Cohortanus is not a- 
bove the Son of Arztipater, He brought forth theſe 
words verybriskly, and judging that he ought to 
expect nothing from the Queen but ſome biting re- 
proach, he intended not to itay for it, but went out 
of the Chamber with a very troubled action. The 
Queen was highly offended at his diſcourſe, but be- 
ing ſhe is very cunning, ſhe difſembled it in part,and 
drew ſome ſatisfaction from his anger, in that ſhe 
hoped it might free her from his importunities for 
the time to come, but ſhe was much deceivedin 
thoſe hopes; For though Caſſander was eafily mov- 
ed, by reaſon of his ſudden impetuous humour, he 
came back again preſently after, more mild and 
more ſubmiſſive than before, and asked her pardon, 
with all manner of ſignes of his Repentance, But 
about that time there came Copies into the Town 
of your Manifeſt, wherein you accuſed him of hav- 
ing poiſoned the King. The Queen, and divers 0- 
thers, had already ſuſpitions of it, grounded upon 
ſome conjectures, and receiving this Confirmation, 
though it was not ſufficient to convince him, eſpeci- 
ally coming from his Enemies, the Queen abhorred 
to behold him, and believed it not fit for her ſo much 
as ſuffer him to ſpeak, till he had juſtified himſelf, 
She neither could, nor would diiſemble that thought 
from; and the firſt time he would have come near 
her, with an intent to ſpeak, Purge your ſelf (ſaid 
ſhe of the accuſation that is laid upon you of hav- 
ins poiſoned your King, if you would have his wife 
to hear you ; and put her out of the opinion ſhe may 
have of that horrible parricide, if yuu would have 
her look upon you without deteſtation. Cafſander 
ſeem'd enraged at this diſcourſe, and beholding the 
Queen with eyes that ſparkled with anger ; They 
are your enemies, Madam, (replied he) they are 
your enemies, and not mine, that flander me with 
theſe Calumnies; which I will clear my ſelf of to 
their confuſion :; But if I were leſs faithfull to you, 
they would be my friends, and you would have no 
occaſion to uſe a reproach tome ſo full of ingrati- 
tude. It was not from you I ſhould haverecciy- 
ed it, ſince your Intereſts procure me this diſgrace ; 
but I will waſh it off with ſo much blood, that 
my Enemies ſhall repent it, and you ſhall be ſatis- 
fied. | 
I know not whether Caſſandra diſſembled in this 
impreſſion, which he defired to give of his reſent- 
ments, or whether he indeed was innocent : But 
however it were, he bore that accuſation with ſuch - 


an impatience, as cauſed many perſons to make dif- 


ferent judgementsof it. If the accuſation you pu- 
bliſhed againſt Caſſander in your Manifeſt, wrought 
ſome effe&t upon Roxana; that which you ſaid con- 
cerning Queen Srarira, and the Princeſs her Silter, 
whom you demanded, as being alive, wrought al- 
moſt none at all;and though you alledged particulari- 
ties, that were enough to have given her ſound ſuſ- 
pition : when ſhe remembred what ſhe had ſeen 
with her own eyes, ſhe could not lend any belief to 
it, nor contradict her fight in a matter that was ſo 
freſhin memory; yet did ſhe ſay ſomething to Per- 
diccas concernins it, and defired ſome kind of clear- 
ing in the buſineſs (as T have heard by MZefrone ;) but 
Perdiccas ſhrunk up his ſhoulders at that demang, 
and anſwering her with a great deal of coldnefs, Ma- 
dam ( ſaid he ) I need tell you nothing of that ad- 
venture, the truth is well enough known to you * 


and your own eyes were witnefles of an _—_ 
tat 
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that makes me odious to Heaven, and deteſtable to 
all the Earth. Roxana was ſatisfied with that reply, 
and in the interim ſollicite4 me cvery day to ſearch 
out Prince Oroondates; and, I confeſs, 1 employed 
all my care to ſee if I could learn any news of him : 
About that time Prince Arſaces was in Babylon, 
but though he was unknown to all the World, I was 
the onely man that was not ignorant of the truth; 
and 1] had the means to advance my ſelf very much 
with Roxana, by diſcovering him, if, as wicked as 
Iam, I had not had ſome good motions that with- 
held me from doing it. In the voyage I made into 
Scythia, by her Command, 1 had learnt the truth 
of all that had paſſed, and knew that Prince Artax- 
erxes, the Son of Darin, was alive, under the 
name of 4rſaces : But for all Tam ſo falſe, I rever- 


enced the remainders of the Blood of my Kirg, and 
the vertue of that Prince, which in his carlie[t ycars 


had ſo powerfully gained the hearts of all the Perſt- 
ans: | believed with reaſon, that they, who could 
not ſuffer Dari his Daughters to live, for fear they 
ſhould diſpute the Empire with them, would ſtrive 
by all manner of meansto make away that Prince, 
who had more lawfull pretenſions to it, and who 
could better defend them ; and this belief hindered 
me from ſaying any thing of it to the Queen at my 
return, and aiterward, whenthe Prince was come 
to Z:bylon : The ſecrecy I had kept rill then, hin- 
dered me alſo from maki's any mention of it to 

Toxaris and Loncarcs, when | told them of the jour- 
ney I had made into S-yriz4, Itis certain, that no- 
thing ſtopt my mouth, but the fear of deſtroying 
that creat Prince : And if you will do me the fa. 
vour to believe, My Lords, that though I was ſo 
faithleſſe as to do my Matter ill offices in his love. 
I was not ſo crrant « Villain, as to ſell the Blood of 
my lawfull Prince, and to deliver him up to Fncmies; 
who had ſo great an intereſt in h13 ruine, that they 
never would have ſpared h'm. I will not relate any 
of thoſe things, that have paſſed in Baby/ozmronch- 
ing the War; you have been informed, of them, 
both by Prince Artaxerxes, and by others, who 
knew more than] ; but will onely teil you what you 
are ignorant of, and which cannot be come unto 
your knowledge, being paſſed ſince the laſt Bat- 
tel. 

' After that bloody defeat of our Army, the rem- 
nants of it, as you know, retired into the Town; 
and of above a hundred thouſand men, therc ſcarcc 
came back eighteen or twenty thouſand, and even 
of them a great many ſore wounded : Among the 
Commanders, there was hardly one that had cf- 
caped without hurt; an4 ſcarce were there any of 
them in a condition to gather up the ſcattered relt- 
ques of our Forces, and to preſent.themſelves atthe 
Gates to oppoſe the purſuit of yours, in caſe they 
ſhould have proſecuted their Victory into the City, 
Alcetas much leſs wounded than his Brother Amnrve- 
nes, Nearchus his Father, and ſome others, did all 
they poſſib|Feould to that purpoſe; and while they 
were ſo employed, Perdiccas, Cafſander, Neopto- 
lemus, and the reſt who had not come off ſo well, 
went to their Beds to ſeek repoſe, and remedy for 
their Wounds. All things were then in a very la- 
mentable form in Babyloz ; the ſtreets rung with 
the cryes of many thouſands, who then finding their 


loſſes, enquired for their Sons, for tir Fathers, or 
their Husbands, with tears and mournfull groans ; 
the mangled -Souldiers begged with cryes to have 
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their Wounds dreſſed : To this prief, an isdi 
order, was alfo added the fear > Snare aro 
and feeble old men, who being utterly diſma od 
by ſo great a defeat, imagined every moment 9 
_ ſaw = Enemies within their Gates, and who 
with mortall terrours expected the taki 
ing of their City. . : OO 
Alcetas and his Companions took the beſt courſe 
they were able in that confuſion , they ſhewed 8 


by reaſon of the vaſtneſſe of the Town, found all 
room enough ; they looked to ſet ſuch Guards, as 
were neceſjary within, and to man the Out-works 

which they meant to keep ; nor did they forget any 
thing belonging to their charge'in ſo preſſing an ext- 
gency. You may gheſſe at Xoxana's ſorrow by her 
intereſt, it was ſo violent, that of all the reſt of thar 
day, ſhe was not capable of any thing that was ſaid 


of her health, told her, but in vain, that being ſo 
far gone with Child, ſhe did her ſelf a great deal of 
harm by ſuc' an exceſſe of grief, Her diſquiets 
were augmented by the news ſhe heard that day; 
for ſhe was tuld by thoſe that had efcaped from the 
Battel, that Prince Orooxdates, who was fo dear to 
her remembrance, was among {t her Enemies; that 


was to his valour, and to his good conduct, his 
Party owed the winning of that Victory : She alſo 
heard that Arrtaxerxcs, the Son of Darim, who 
had been thought dead ſo many years, was alive in 
the ſame party ; and that it was he himſelf that had 
ſerved on her liic in the former Battel; and who 
under the name of Arſaces, had gained ſo high a re- 
putation, Roxana was as ſenſible of theſe news, 
as one can poſſibly imagine z there was no doubt but 
ſhe was infinitely troubled to know that Artax- 
erxes was alive, who thereby fruſtrated the cruelty 
ſhe had uſed again/t his Siſters 3 and who much more 
potently than thoſe Princeſſes , could diſturb her 
in the poiicſſion of her Dominions; but vet ſhe was 
more ſenfible of Gr.ond.ares his return : The know: 
ledge oi his hatred was a terrible &icontent to her, 
findingiit ſo great, that it had made him fide with her 
Enemies, and fight every day again{t her : And 
though ſhe was not ignorant how juit cauſe he had, 
nor could in reaſon condemn his refentments ; ſhe 
could not chooſe but be much afflicted at them, fince 
they croflcd the deſign ſhe had of drawing him to 
her affection, and that by thoſe expreſſions of his 
hatred, he ſhewed the ſmall inc'ination he had to 
love her; yet was it ſome comfort to her to know 
he was ſo near her, for all he was an Enemy ; and 
in this fatisfaCtion, and ſome remaining ſpark of 
hope, not yet extinguiſhed in ker heart, ſhe found 
at laſt cauſe to be as mvch contented, as if ſhe had 
not heard of him. at all. She paſſed the night in 
diſtractions, which according to Heſcone's report, 
would not ſuffer her to ſleep a moment ; and the next 
morning, as ſoon as ſhe was ready, the went to vilit 
Perdiccas, whoſe Wounds kept him in his Bed. 
Their firſt diſcourſe was of the unſucceſsfi.l] iſſue of 
the Bartel, and they hoth bewailed the loſſe of fo 
many thouſand men flain for their Intereſts, cſpecial- 
ly of many brave Commanders, who were either 
dead or priſoners; among which, Scl-ucas held the 
brit place, and then Leorati, Nearchus, and their 
Companions, of whom they had then heard nonews 


at all, 
After 


great deal of care in quartering the Souldiers, who. 


to comfort her ; and the Phyſicians, who had care - 


he had commanded the Army that day, and that it _ 
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After ſome talk upon that ſubje, Perdiccas, who 
either could not, or would not any longer diſſemble 
the truth, which in the eltate of his Aﬀairs, was not 
poſſible to be {till kept ſecret, ſeeing no body with 
Roxana, but ſuch perſons as he ſuſpected not, 
ſpoke to her on this manner. We might have reaſon, 
Madam, to complain of the ill ſucceſs the gods have 
ſent to our affairs, if we were not conſcious by 
what crimes we have provoked them againſt ns ; and 
if the blood of thoſe great and innocent Princeſles, 
which you needs would ſhed for your own intereſts, 
did not call upon them for a revenge, which they in 
juſtice cannot refuſe, In brief Madam, that crime 
which makes us odious to all the world, hath been as 
unprofitable to us, as it is deteſtable in itſelf ; and 

ou have vainly deſired to ſecure the Throne to your 
ſelf, and to the child you go withal, by the death of 
Darizs's Daughters, ſince the gods have preſerved 
the life of his Son, Prince Artaxerxes: It is he that 
may trouble your Reigna great deal more power- 
fully than his Siſters ; and all the advantage we can 
reap by that horrid cruelty, will be nothing but the 
flings of a guilty conſcience, that will torture us for 
ever. Perdiccas made aſtop at theſe words, and the 
Queen rep'ied, I was perſwaded to that cruelty a- 
gainſt mine own inclination, by the example of ma- 
ny perfons that have done the ſame in a like conditi- 
on : And though the advantages I deſired to pro- 
cure to Alexanders.Son, made me conquer my 
natural pity; I have not nevertheleſs been 
with out a great deal of ſorrow and repentance 
for it. Itis true, the return of Arraxerxes, whom 
the Gods have miraculouſly raiſed again, hath over- 
thrown all our policy ; butit is as true, that I would 
revoke what's paſſed, if it were in the power of 
mankind ; and that I now could wiſh with all my 
heart, thoſe Princeſſes were alive. They are alive, 
Madam, ( anſwered Perdiccas inſtantly ) and the 
gods have not permitted, that the moſt illuſtrious 
Blood in the World ſhould be ſo cruelly ſhed. 
they alive? (cryed Roxana in admiration) Yes Ma. 
dm,(added Perdiccas)they areſo : And he, whom 
deceaſed Alexander honoured with the laſt marks of 
his affeCtion, was not ſo baſe, as to deſtroy what 
was deare{t to him in all the world ; it was by the 
death of certain condemned flaves that your eyes 
were deccived, and your paſſion ſatisfied; But nei- 
ther my compliance with you, nor the conſiderati- 
on of my Intereſts, were able to make me forget 
what I owed to my King, and to the quality of a 
Prince, in which I was born. You required too in- 
humane,and fo ſhameful effects of Perdiceas his obe- 
dience; and if you were to have employed his hand 
to do you ſervice, it ſhould have been in an action 
more worthy of him, and againſt other enemies 
than thoſe great and innocent Princeſſes. While 
Perdiccas ſpake onthis manner, Roxana hearkned 
to him with ſo much a{toniſhment, that of a long time 
ſhe was not able to reply ; and that ſtrange news 
ſurprized her in ſuch ſort, that ſhe knew not which 
way ſhe ſhould receive ir. The return of Artax- 
erxes, which thwarted the ſecurity ſhe thought ſhe 
had eſtabliſhed in her Dominions, by the death of 
his Siiters, might have made her content they were 
alive; but that of Oroondares bringing to mind the 
lateret of her love, incenſed her ſo againſt her Ri- 
val, whom ſhe ſaw comming into the World again, 
to deprive her of a happineſſe, upon which ſhe had 
kttled ſame flattering hopes, That ſhe {traight re- 
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| pented the wiſh ſhe had made in her Favour but 4 


minute before, What? Perdiccas, (ſaid ſhe, look- 
ing upon him withan angry eye) Have you then de- 
ceived a Princeſs, that truſted no body but your ſelf; 
and that pur all her Intereſts into your hand ſo freely? 
| have deceived you, (replyed Perdiccas)as I ſhould 
have, deceived all the molt ſovereign Powers upori 
Earth;And though my action ſtand not in need of any 
juſtification, know, to the end you may be better 
ſatisfied, that to the Intereſt of my honor,and to that 
of Alexanders memory, I alſo joyned that of my 
love, which alone was able to overturn all my reſo- 
lutions. Ilove,Madam, fince it is no longer time to 
diſavow it; I love'Queen Srartzra, and for that love, 
inſtead of attempting againſt her life, I would have 
given my own; ſhe hath no enemies againſt whom 
I would not have defended her at the price of my 
Blood ; and 1 have done a great deal more to content 
you, than I ought to have done, fince I put herin 
fear of death, ſince I kept her concealed, to avoid 
your anger, though ſhe were all manner of wayes 
the greateſt Princeſs of the world ; and fince I made 
her lay aſide the name of S:atira, peculiar to the 
Royalty , to take again that of Caſſandra, the 
Daughter of Codoman : She is now in Babylon, and 
if hitherto my reſpect to you hath obliged me tocon- 
ceal from you, both her being alive, and the place 
of herabode , I think that now I may declarethem 
to you, by reaſon of Artaxerxes's return, of the 
belief | have, that her misfortunes may have appea- 
ſed you; and of the hope, that you will have ſome 
regard to the love of Perdiccas, who hath blindly * 
tied himſelf to run your fortune, and who hath en- 
deavouredto comply with you, even to the preju- 
dice of his honour. Roxana was ſo troubled, du- 
ring this diſcourſe, that ſhe knew not in what terms 
to expreſſeher ſenſe of it ; and after ſhe had long be- 
held Perdiccas with an eye that ſeemed to tax him for 
deceiving her ; I ſhould never have believed, (faid 
ſhe) that you would ſo craftily have deluded me,me, 
who would have depended upon you, for whatſoe- 
ver was moſt precious to me. I am not troubled, 


motives, than the ambition of reigning,' that made 
me todeſire their death; and inthe extremity I will 
make known that which may juſtifie my crimes, as 
well as you alledge the cauſe of your ſubtle artifice. 
I will not tell you, that I will employ all the power 
I kave to deſtroy thoſe you have ſaved, to the falfify- 
ing of your word; and that perhaps, Iam potent 
enough over the hearts of the Macedonians to doit, 
though you ſhould undertake to protect them : It is 
not out of inclination that I am led to cruelty, and I 
conſider you more than you have conſidered me; 
the love you bear Sratira, may jultifie in part what 
you have done, butI can tell you, you ſhall profit 
little by her being alive, and that it is not for your 
ſelf you have preſerved her ; it is for Oroondates the 
Prince of Scythia, (the moſt dreadful of all your e- 
nemies, and he himſelf, whom you ſaw yelterday 
dyed in the blood of your Souldiers, and alſo of 
your own that you have plotted ; and Srar:ra is ſo 
totally his, even before ſhe was Alexanders, that no- 
thing but death alone c:n poſſibly take her from him- 
You have that puiſſant rival at our Gates, you ſhall 
have him to fight with all without, and her conſtan- 
cy to aſſault within our walls ; it is by them, with- 
out doubt, that ſhall be revenged of you, and that 
ſhall ſee you repent the ſervice. you have done for 


' your 


that Sratira and Par:ſats are alive, they were other © 
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your moſt cruel Enemy. This threat of the Queens | 


made Perdiccas grow pale, but he recovered him- 
ſelf preſently again, and deſiring to let her ſee his 
reſoluteneſs; 1 do not doubt ( ſaid he ) but that 
Queen $zater- is prepoſſeſſed with ſome powerfulin- 
clination that makes her to diſdain my attection ; nor 
aml ignorant, but the Prince you ſpeak of isa vatt- 
ant and a terrible Enemy ; I have already tried his 
Forces in two ſet Baitels, and I have had a diſcourſe 
with bim, which hath ſufficiently made me under- 
ſtand his intentions; but neither the knowledge of 
Cafſandra's engagement can repulſe me, nor is that 
of my rivals power able to atfright me ; I ſhould 
have ſatisfied him before now, if I could have fear- 
ed his threatnings; but if in the open Field he ſaw 
menot avoid to encounter him, he ſhall notmake me 
tremble behind walls, which are itrong enough to 
reſiſt the greateſt Army in the world; and though 
Fortune ſhould favour him againit me, he ſhall ſee 
me periſh inthe reſolution | have taken, and defend 
that againſt him to my lateſt gaſp, which I have r00 
lawfully acquired, to detiver 1t up but with my life, 
Well, we tha.l ſze {replyed the Queen extreamly 
vext) which way you will bchave your ſelf, and1 
will alſothink how | ſha'l behave my felt in this new 
face of my Aﬀairs. I hope (aid Peraiccas ) you 
will have ſome regard to my being ticd to your In 
tereſts, from which the conſideration of mine own 
ſhall never be able to ſeparate me ; and that you will 
not do any thing againtt a |i', which no body can 
attempt withour alminyg ©: *Ctly at mine, The 
Quees returned /e74:cc.5 0 anſwer, being uncer- 
tain both what ſhe ſhould ſay, and what reſolution 
ſhe ſhould take; but parting from him very coldly, 
ſhe went out of his Chamber,and returned to the Pa- 
lace in a great deal of trouble. Then did her cruel dif- 
quiets ſet her on the rack ,and her love and her ambi- 
tion tortured her by turns, but with unequal force, 
thelife of Arraxerxes made her but little ſenſible of 
that diſcontent, which out of reaſon of State, ſhe 
might elſe have received for that of his Silters, whoſe 
ſorrowful deſtiny had indeed moved her to Compal: 


fion ; but ſhe could not know Sratira was alive, and 


in Babylon; and Oroendates at the Gates of it, de- 
manding her with an armed power, and in a conci- 
tion to obtain her ſhortly in ſpight of her, without 
falling into an extremity of grief, and without giving 
her ſelf overto the rage of her jealouſie. She cau- 
ſed me to be ſent for, as him of all her ſervants, 
who was belt in{tructed in that affection ; and hav- 
ing called me to her Bed-fide, where ſhe was laid 
down, Thou ſeeſt Arbares (ſaid ſhe) how the 
gods overthrow the propoſals of men, and by what 
ways they advance their own in ſpight of our reſolu- 
tions, I have laboured but in vain to ſeparate Oro- 
ondates and Statira by ſo many difterent means,fince 
neither the diſ-uftion | had wrought between them, 
nor that death, whereby mine own eyes were deſud- 
ed, have beenable to oppoſe the courſe of the deiti- 
nies, which will joyn them together again in ſpight 
of all my endeavours, and which will bring me to 
the forrow of ſecing them triumph over me,, by 
thoſe wayes that are the moſt glorious to them ; 
That ingrateful man fights at our Gates againlt us, 
and is ugon the point of taking her away by [trength 
of Arms, whoml by force and policy have vainly 
diſputed with him ; but rather let death put an end 
to my afflictions, different from that | had promiſed 
to my ſelf, than that I ſhould ſuffer my Rival to have 


—_ 
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the advantage, and my ingrateful Scythian to obtain 


his utmolt ſatisfaction before my face: I will yet 


put in practice, . whatſocyer love and anger can in. 
ſpire into a Queen, animated with thoſe mighty pa. 
ſons ; nor will Lleave any thing unattempted, ej. 
ther to deſtroy the felicity they propoſe unto them. 
ſelves, or to make them periſh, when I am at the 
end of all my hopes. It is but in vain, that Pergjc. 
cas undertakes the protection of my Rival ; for 
though cunning, he ſhould not be able to effec i; 
[ am powerful enough to ruine her by open force: 
Notwithſtanding all the credit he hath among the 
. Macedonians, they are- more at my devotion than 
at his; and they with veneration expect the birth of 
a" Son of Alexander; All the Carians, Lycian, 
Partbians, Suſtans, and Baitrians, we have left, 
obey my Orders without repugnance ; and if we 
mult take Arms amongſt our ſelves, wy party will 
not be weaker than that of Perdicczs, Onely help 


me, Arbates, with thy Counſels, and with thy af: . 


fiitance,in a paſſhon which I have truſted to none but 
thee; ſcek ſome invention to ſatifie me, beforel he 
compelled to fly to extremities againit Per-ticcas; 
and hope for nothing from me, but recompences 
worthy of ſuch an acceptable ſervice. The Queen 
ended with theſe words, and ſeeing that ſhe expe: 
cd my anſwer, I replied immediately in theſe terms, 
Madam, the Gods can teſtihe, that I have devoted 
my life entirely to your Vajeity, and that ſhall ne. 
ver valu- peril, nor dithculty in the occaficns of ſer- 
ving you ; I will itrive with all the wi: the Gods have 
given me, to procure your ſatisfaction ; bur if your 
Majety willgive me leave to tell you my opinion, 
and to dilſent from yours, I will take the liberty to 
ſay, that in the condition of your Afﬀairs, violent 


wayes are not the beſt, or rather, that you cannot | 


make uſe of any ſuch, without ruini:s them. If 
you attempt againlt Queen Srarira's life, andif you 
raiſe a party withinthe City againit Perdiccar, you 
divide the Forces, which are necciTary to defend 
you againit your Foes without; and make a Prince 
your Enemy, 1201s really atlectionate to your In- 
tereits, and without whum you cannot ſubſiſt a- 
gainſt thoſe that are at our Gates: Rather take a con- 
trary reſolution, Madam, anJ injlead of thinking 
how to kill Sr-r:74, endeavour to give her to Per- 
adiccas, thercby you will avoid the ſhame, andthe 
remorſe you would have by her death ; you will 
preſerve your ſelf, and you will highly obligea 
Friend and a Servant, without whom, to ſpeak the 
truth, it is impoſſible you ſhould itand ; and by de- 
priving Orvondates, of the hopes he may have inthe 
poſſeſhon of Sratira, you will invite him to 
turn all his thoughts upon you : If you fſuc- 
cced in this deſign, you will be ſatisfied all man- 
ner of wayes ; andif this courſe prove ineffectual, 
I ſee none other youcan poſſibly make uſe of, The 
Queen gave car to me attentively ,and found fo much 
reaſon, and likelihood in what I faid, That after hav- 
ing itrugg!eda while with her Reſentments againlt 
Peraiccas, for having deluded her, ſhe reſolved to 
follow my advice: And when by very obliging 
words, ſhe had te{tified how much ſhe approved it, 
ſhe determined to do all ſhe could to joyn Sratirs 
with Perdiccas, and to take away ail Prince Oroon- 
dates h's pretenſions to her, 

If in this Counſel, Sir, ( purſued Arbates, and 
addreſſing himſelf to Orcondates) I did you an ill 
office, by perſwading the Queen to affiſt Perdiccas 
| againt 
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againſt you ; I did you no ſmall ſervice on the other 
kde, in diverting her from the defign ſhe had to ſeek 
the death of her Rival, as ſhe might have done many 
feveral wayes, though that of force had not taken 
effect. 

The next day, the Queen being fully reſolved to 
follow the counſell | had given her, and having ba- 
niſhed, or at leaft feigning to baniſhall the ſharpneſs 
he had conceived againit Perd:ccas, ſhe ſent me to 
his Lodging to ſee how he did, and to afſure him 
fom her, that how great Intereſt ſoever ſhe had, in 
thedeath of the Princeſſes of Perſia, ſhe would not 


thwart his-inclination, nor pre:erre the ſecurity ſhe- 


found in their deſtruction, before the contentment 
and the advantages of a Prince, to whom ſhe owed 
the better part of her own, and from whom, in re- 
card of the Obligations ſhe had to him, ſhe would 
never difunite her ſelf. Perdiccas received this 
Complement of the Queens, with a great deal of 
Civility ; and after I had alſo proteſted to him from 
her, that inſtead of doing him harm, ſhe would fa- 
your his paſſion, as much as poſſibly ſhe could, 
Dear Arbates (faid he) you may tell the Queen, 
that ſince ſhe hath ſo generouſly conquered her re- 
ſntments, in favour of me, therc is no conſideration 
n the World that can ſeparate me from her 
frvice ; and that I will ſpend my Blood to the 
aſt drop for her quarrel, with more paſſon than for 
my own. 

tie ſerft me back with this Anſwer, and preſent- 
hafrer, being viſited by Alceras, he gave him the 
oder he deſired to have obſerved for the ſervice of 
of the two Princeſſes : From that very day 
Alcetas left them the whole Houſe, cauſed the 
Lodgings to be furniſhed according to their qua- 
ity, gave them a great many Women to wat 
won them, with Officers, little different from 
what they had in former times; and ſcttled their 
Houſhold in ſuch a manner, that Queen Sratira 
was attended in all points as Alexanders Wid- 
dow ; And the Princeſs Pariſarrs, as the Daugh- 
ter of Darizs, Nothing but liberty was refuſed 
them; the paſſage out of the Fouſe being for- 
bidden by a great number of Souldiers, who kept 
Guards there, as at the Palace of a Queen, and 
who detained them as Priſoners. They have their 
Chambers free, but the Guard lycs at the door ; 
They continually have Sentinels under their Win- 
dows, and when they walk in the Garden, which 
they have the liberty to do, they follow them al- 
wayes, but in ſuch a manner, that they ſeem 
nther to be there to do them honour than to re- 
ſtrain them. Perdiccas did not reſolve to uſe them 
on that faſhion without being well aſſured, that all 
the Forces of Babylon were at his devution, and 
Roxana's ; and that thoſe, in whom the love of their 
nturall Princeſſes might ftir up a deſire to give 
them liberty, or a ſorrow for their Captivity, were 
too weak in the City, to dare to ſhew themſelves, 
or to undertake any thing againſt his Autho- 
tity, | 

In tke mean time, though he was forced to keep 
tis Bed, he provided, with a great deal of care 
and diligence, for all buſineſſes, and for the defence 
of the Town. Alcetas, who never ſtaid within 


dors for his wounds, affited by Andiagoras, 
Antizenes, lolas, and many other Commanders, 
vho by practice have attained an exact know- 

ge in matters of War, ſorzot none of che 
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duties of a perfect Captain, for the defence of the 
City : He lodged the Souldiers according to the 
quarters that were aſſigned them, and according 
to the orderof the Aſſaults you might make ; diſpo- 
ſed the Guards, as well for the Out-works, as for 
the Walls; over-looked the Arms, viſited the 
S:ores of Victual that were in the Town, . and 
cauſed Proviſions to be put into the Magazines; ſet 
men at work to make Arrows ; employed others a- 
bout Boats, to make Sallies upon the River, if it 
were neceſſary; and to oppoſe the Works, you 
ſhould make there, and ſent Meſſengers into all.the 
Provinces of their Allies to haſten Relief, Perdiccas. 
and Caffander left their Beds the ſame day, and 
I think this is the thfrd day ſince ; but Pexceſtas and 
{Veoptolen:us lyeby it ſtill, and are not yet ſo near 
their cures : Neither did the two firſt ſtay for theirs, 
but out of impatience to ſee the Princeſſes whom 
they loved, would needs go abroad, contrary to 
the will of their Phyſitians. © What reſpec ſoever 
Perdiccas meant to pay Roxana, in his firſt viſit he 
followed his own Inclinations, and with one Arm in 
a Scarfe, went to the Houſe and Lodging of Queen 
Statira ; I learned the diſcourſe he had with her 
from one of his Servants, with whom I have a par- 
ticular friendſhip, and by that means am able to tell 
you ſomething of it. He found that beauteous 
Queen a little lefſe ſad than ordinary ; whether it 
were by reaſon of the happy ſucceſs of your Forces, 
or of the order that had been given to ſettle her 
Houthold ; and taking an occaſion from thence, 
toentertain her, after the firſt civilities; Madam, *" 
(faid he } I thould think you rejoyced at our late 
loſs, if I were not acquainted with the excellence 
of your nature, that cannot with pleaſure look upon 
the death of ſo many thouſand perſons; andif I did 
not alſo believe you begin to know, that among 
tioſz whom you account your friends, there are 
none more affectionate to you, than thoſe to 
whom you give the title of your enemies : If the 
pzſſion I have for you hath carried me on to any 
action, from which you have received diſcontent 
and if my fear of loſing you, forced me to keep you 
in a condition, very different from that in which 
you ought to be, 1 will make amends for what is 
pait, by a manner of life, wherein, without doubt, 
you will find leſs cauſe of complaint : hitherto the 
apprehenſion [ have been in for your life, hath ob- 
liged me to conceal you from Queen Roxana,whom 
her intereſts have made your enemy ; but ſince her 
inclinations are changed, ſince ſhe repents of what 
ſhe once attempted againſt you; and ſince. you 


are here with all the ſafety I can defire, you ſhall 


be better attended, .than you have been till now ; 
and in your houſe you ſhall find all the marks 
of your former dignity ; onely, Madam, be not 
offended, I beſeech you, if I cannot diſpoſe my 
ſelf to looſe you, and if I do all I poſhbly can, 
to ſhun a death which I cannot avoid by reſtor- 
ing you to my enemies; if I could live in giving 
you that ſatisfaction, the gods are my witneſſes, 
I would content you to my own: prejudice; but 
ſince in letting you go, I ſhould utterly extinguiſh 
all my hopes; and fince 1 have a Rival at our 
Gates, whoſe advantages would eltabliſhthemſelves 
upon my ruine, think it not ſtrange if I defend 
you againit him, and if by all manner of reaſons, 
I endeavour to make you underſtand the difference 
there is between a barbarous Prince, and the chief of 
X x x Alexanders 
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' AMexandersfaccefiors. Perdiccas held his peace at 
theſe words, and the Queen, who had hearkened to 
him with impatience, replyed very tartly. Think 
not Perdiccas,that I find any change in my condition, 
either by this new order you have taken in ſettling 
my houſe,or by that ſafety you promiſe me from Rox- 
ana; ſncemy laſt loſſes | have ſolittle cared for this 
Kate, you cauſe me to be ſerved with, or for this 
lfe you aſſure me of, that I can find but a very 
mean conſolation in either ; nor dolI rejoyce for the 
death of ſo many men, whom you have made to 
loſe their lives in too unjuſt a quarrel : And though [ 
ſee the juſtice of the gods in your ill ſucceſs, I could 
wiſh nevertheleſs, they would be contented with a 
ſmaller reparation for your faults, and that they 
would reſtore me the liberty, which you unworthily 
have robbed me of, and which you unjuſtly refuſe 
me, by leſs cruel, and leſs bloody means. That 
affection you bear me, diſcovers it ſelf by very dil- 
obliging figns, and that Barbarian Prince, whom 
you reproach me with,and who now fights my quar- 
rel hath exprefſed his to me, by effects very contra- 
ry to yours ; and by actions, which without doubt, 
may equal him with any of Alexanders ſucceſ: 
ſors; yet did I ſhun the fight of him, both before, 
and fince the death of the King my Husband : And 
if by that ſacred memory, I have conquered the in- 
clination, which I ſhall have for him, while I live, 
and the remembrance of the obligations I have to 
him,judge what you ought to hope for from me; you 
for whom I have no inclination, and to whom | am 
not at allobliged, Ihope (replied Perdiccas)that 
by my perſeverance, in loving you,l ſhall overcome 
yours in hating me ; and that by rendring you, in all 
the teſtimonies of your hatred, the ſame ſervices, 
which that more happy Rival, did in the proofs of 
your affection, you will find the difference there is 

etween his paſſion and mine. Tt is a ſmall matter 
for a man beloved, and for a man favoured by Queen 
Statira; to continue conſtant in his love,and to be for 
ever faithful to her; but in the diſdain, and in the il] 
uſage I receive from you, fidelity is a great deal more 
conſ(iderable, than in a condition, that were able to 
keep the moſt inſenſible perſons firm unto your ſer- 
vice: Perhaps, if you had made ſuch a tryal of this 
Oroonaateslo worthy of your inclination,you would 
have loit ſome part of it,& would ſoon have thought 
your ſelfdiſengaged of thoſe obligations,that tie you 
to him;to the prejudice of the paſſion I have to ſcrve 
you.l know not (anſwered the Queen, with a very ſe- 
rious countenance) who can have inſtructed you fo 
well in my Aﬀairs; but whatſoever hath been told 
you of the affection I bore to Oroondares, itis too 
reata glory to me ever todiſoynit while I live. re- 
pent my ſelf of nothing (continued the Queen, with 
afigh but tharl loved him not enough ; that's all my 
crime : And if I had not been deceived by the cunning 
practices of her,who hath given you this information, 
I was enough indebted to that great Prince, to have 
preferred my grave, before the honour I received to 
be the Wife of Alexander the great : Yet Orosndates 
as great, and as worthy to be loved, as he is, hath 
not begot any defign in me,to give my ſelf again to a 
man; after having been marricd to the greate!t of 
all men.In ſhort, the widow of Alexander ſhall nei- 
ther be for Oroondates, nor for Perdiccas, but if ſhe 
were to be for any body,it ſhould be for Oroondates, 
not onely rather than Perdiccas, but rather than all 
the reſt of mankind ; though the gods ſhould raiſe 
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up another,a thouſand times more great than Alexay. 
der. hope (added Perdiccas briskly } that if you are 
not for me, you ſhall not be for Oroondates ; I willde. 
fend you againſt him,with forces that ſhall not be in. 
fertour to his; andif the gods have fo decreed that 
his genius mult be above mine, he ſhall never Open his 
paſſageto you, till he have laid me dead at the bottom 
of our Walls, 

Aﬀter this diſcourſe, Perdiccas had ſome talk with 
the Queen, while Alcetas entertained the Princeſs 
Pariſatis, upon the ſame ſubject, and drew juſt as 
much ſatisfaction as his Brother had done; That 
brave ſpirited Princeſs uſed him alwayes with fo 
much ſharpneſs and diſdain, that ifhe were not of x 
very mild and patient nature, he would have faln into 
ſome expreſſions of anger, and particularly that day; 
for when Alcetas reproached her, that for all the fe. 
verity ſhe feigned ſince Hepheftion's death, ſhe had 
not been inſcnſible of the love of Lyſimachns ; I for 
my juſtification (replied the Princeſs ) may call all 
the carth to witneſs, what Ihave done in favour of 
Lyſimachus, both before and fince the death of He. 
pheſtion ;, but if I had really given my affection to 


the knowledge of his vertue,and to the remembrance | 
of his ſervices, I wereas much excuſable,as1 ſhould ' 
be little, if I ſhould caſt my eyes upon Alceras, I | 


know not what A!cetas anſwered, becauſe Perdiccas 
went then out of the Chamber; and he that gave 
rae this account of their converſation went out with 
him. From thence Perdiccas went directly to viſit 
Qucen Roxana,whom he found retired from all com- 


pany, entertaining her ſelf in an Arbour of the Gar- | 
den, with no body but Heſtone; Perdiccas out of | 


reſpect, camein alone, and the Queen ſecing him 
enter, roſe to meet him, and gave him the beſt re- 
ception he could wiſh. After the firſt terms of civi- 
lity, Perdiccas began to thank her for the force ſhe 


| had uſed in favour of him, upon her firſt intentions, 
and for her complying with his paſſion ; and then he | 


proteſted to her, that he defired nothing ſo earneſtly, 
as ſome occaſion, to let her ſee how ſenſible he was 
of thoſe laſt effects of her goodneſs, 
making theſe proteſtations, the Queen having pray- 
cd him to ſit down by her, gave ear without inter- 
ruption ; and when he had done ſpeaking, ſhe, who 
during his diſcourſe, had had time to confirm her ſelf 
in the reſolution ſhe had taken, lookins upon him 
with an action accompanied with ſome ſhame, and 
ſome uncertainty : May I have a perfe& confidence, 
Perdiccas ( ſaid the ) in the proteſtations you 
make me? and may I, upon that hope, make you a 
confeſſion, whereby, I put both my quiet and my 
reputation into your hands? You may, Madam, 
with all manner of ſecurity, anſwered Peraiccas ; 
and then he confirmed his promiſes by Oathes, which 
begot a full aſſurance in the Queen, I will make 
no dithculty then (replyed ſhe ) to truſt you abſo- 
lutely, 2nd to own a thing to you, which I ſhall 
not be able to do without bluſhing : But, Perdicc#s, 
lince you have weaknefles your ſelf, which you 
have confeſſed to me, why ſhould not I confeſs 
mine- to you ? and why ſhould I not hope for 
ſome indulgence from you toward them, and 
even for your affiitance if it be neceſſary ? In 
brief Perdiceas ( faid ſhe , putting her hand 
before her face ) if this declaration may be 
permitted from the Widow of Alexander , I 
love as well as you, I love with an afction, 
born many vears ago, but with an affection 
which 


While he was | 
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which never injured that which I owed unto the 
King, my husband,and which revived again ſince his 
kath ; but not without a violence, which I have not 
teen able to reſiſt; neither the multiplicity of my 
;Firs, nor the care of my Fortune, have been able 
to baniſh a dear remembrance out of miy heart, no 
more than you out of yours; and Queen Srarzra is 
not more deeply ſcttled in your thoughts,than Prince 
Proondates is in mine. Peraiccas was ſurpriſed at 
this diſcovery, and looking upon the Queen, with 
much aſtoniſhment: How, Madam ( ſaid he ) do 
ou love the Prince of Scy:hia ? I love him( anſwer: 
ed Roxana ) with ſo ſtrong an affection, that it takes 
away my repoſe, and perhaps will alſo take away 
ny life. Ah ! Madam ( added Perdiccas, raiſing his 
yoice ) ceaſe to love Oroondates, he mult die to ſe- 
cure me the poſſeſſion of Srartira, Starira muſt dye 
then ( replied Roxana ) to ſecure me the poſſeſſion 
of 0r00ndates, They both were mute at theſe firſt 
words, and looked upon one another a good while 
withoutſpeaking ; but the Queen breaking ſilence 
firſt, You have no more reaſon ( purſued ſhe ) to de- 


I nand the death of Oroondates, than I have to pro- 


cure that of Statira ; nay, I have more ; for where- 


J 3 0r00ndates is onely your Rival, Sratrra is both 


ny rival, and my competitour in Empire; and I have 


J 1 leſs caufe than you to deſire the ruine of the one, 


ad the preſervation of the other, If you can give 
ne Or00n4artes, the obtaining of Sratira will be much 
more eafie for you, than it he remain ſtiIl conſtant 
her ; and if I can aſſiſt you toward the conqueſt 


J if Seatira, that of Oroondates will not be ſo diffi- 


cult, as it now is, in the continuation of his hopes. 
aſtead of deſtroying one another, let us labour mu- 
trally to content one another, and let us joyn the 
Intereſts of our love, as we have already done thoſe 
of our Fortune. Perdiccas, who had flown out at 
the beginning of the Queens diſcourſe, found ſo much 
reaſon in the reſt of it, that he could not poſſibly 
diſapprove it ; and alſo conſidering how much eaſier 


J i was for him to follow the way the Quecn propoſ- 


&d, than to execute the reſolution of killing Orooz- 
dates, he had nothing more to argue againſt her; 
and deſiring to let her ſee how he was overcome, 
You areall powerfull, Madam, ( faid he ) and they 
that could reſiſt your will, were unworthy of the 
honour I receive from you : I will not ſay a word, 
to argue againſt that paſſion you have imparted to 
me, but will onely ſerve you in it with all the fideli- 
ty you can deſire from a man infinitely obliged , 
both by offers full of goodneſs, and by a truſt which 
have not deſerved. Yes Madam, I ſhall be but 
too proud to joyn my Intereſts with yours, and how 
much ſoever I hate Oroondates, as the lover of Sra- 
tira, he ſhall be conſiderable to me; as being beloved 
of Q1een Roxana. They had talked longer, if 
they had not been interrupted by a man, whoſe ſight 
truck them into a great deal of confuſion. It was 
the amorous Cafſander, who as he was ſeeking the 
Queen in the Garden, had come to the Arbor, while 
they were deepelt in the diſcourſe; and through the 
Boughs that grew about it, that jealous lover had 
over-heard the greateſt part of their converſation ; 
Although ſome of the Queens Servants who were 
waiting at a diſtance, ſaw him ſtand hearkening 
on that manner. the Authority he hid, and their 
knowledge of his humour, hindered them from 
troubling him ; ſo that from Roxana's own mouth 
be heard, but too plainly for his repoſe, how ſhe 
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was in love with Prince Oroondates, Never did the 
anger of a man riſe to a greater extremity, than 
that of Caſfſanders, after this cruel| knowledge; it 
was ſo violent, that it made him loſe all the diſcre- 
tion he had left, and the remembrance of the Ay- 
thority of thoſe two perſons, was not able to make 
him difſemble it fora minute. He came into the Ar- 
bour with a very troubled action, and with ſo wild 
a look, that Roxara eaſily read the truth of that ad- 
venture in it: He was fo far tranſported, that he 
ſcarce bethought himſelf to pay the Queen any ſa- 
lute; But beholding her with eyes ſparkling with 
anger, It was not the memory of Alexander then 
( ſaid he ) but the love of Oroondates, that made. 
you an enemy to Caſſander ; and you feel that paſ« 
ſion for a Scythian, and for a Scythian that diſdains 
you, which you could not ſuffer for a Prince of 114- 
cedon, Was this that greatneſs of courage, Madam, 
and that brave remembrance of an Illuitrious Hus- 
band, which made you receive the teſtimonies of 
my Afﬀection as mortal injuries : And while the un- 
fortunate Caſſander ſighs in vain for you, do you 
ſigh for a Scythian, who is an enemy to your Party, 
and your particular enemy ? The vehemence of his 
anger hindered him from ſaying more, and Roxaza 
was ſo abaſhed, that ſhe had ſo diſcovered her ſelf, 
and given thoſe advantages to him, for whom of 
all the men in the World, ſhe had the leaſt inclina- 
tion, that ſhe neither knew how to reply, nor with 
what countenance to look upon him: At laſt, ſhe 
recollected her courage, and confidering , that in 
the condition of her Afﬀairs, diſſimulation was no 
longer ſeaſonable; ſhe looked confidently upon him, . 
and reſolving to ſhew that her reſentments were nor 
leſs than his; Your indiſcretion ( anſwered ſhe ) 
hath been puniſhed, as it deſerved tobe; and if you 
had not been ſo bold as to hearken to my ſecret dif- 
courſes, you had not learned this truth, at which 
you appear tobe fo angry ; whether I love, or love 
not, you are he, who of all men living hath leaſt 
Intereſt in it; The Scythian you ſpeak of with ſo 
much contempt, is worthy the affection of the great- 
eſt Princeſſes upon Earth, and you deſerve the aver: 
ſion of all the World : You cannat make any com- 
pariſon with him, without doing him wrong, nor 
believe that though I ſhould ceaſe to love him, I 
ſhould alſo ceaſe to hate and to deſpiſe you. You 
will ceaſe to love him ( replied furious Caſſander ) 
when he ſhail ceaſe to live ; and the deſign you have 

now made in his favour, ſhall not hinder me fr 
carrying death to him, into the mid{t of all his Army. 
If you can bur uſe poiſon for that purpoſe ( anſwer- 
ed the Queen in the extreamity of her choler ) 
I do not doubt but you may effect it; but I am 
ſure you never can revenge your ſelf of him by 
open War; and you are not fo ignorant of his 
force, as to dare to attempt it in the Field ; there 
would need a whole Squadron of ſuch men as you, 
to kill Prince Oroonaates; nor dol think that you 
have ſo much courage, but that you tremble even 
at his very name, though you are within the ſhel- 
ter of our Walls. C4f/zader was ſo tranſported 
at theſe offenſive words, that without doubt he was 
going to reply in terms, that would have driven her 
to extremities, if Perdiccas had not hindered him : 
Although he diſapproved Cafſanders carriage, yet 
was he his friend, he knew he was very much obliged 
tohim; and moreover, he conſidercd the credit his. 
Brother and he had, in M:rcedoniaand in Babylon : 
X x 82 Lheſfe 
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Theſe reaſons kept him from declaring againſt 
him, and not being willing to ſuffer matters to 
paſs further between him and Roxana, You are [00 
violent (ſaid he) Caſſander, and it is by wayes 
quite contrary to theſe you praQtiſe, that you ought 
to gain the'Queens affections, Come, let us with- 
draw from her preſence ( continued he embracing 
him, and carrying him out of the Arbor, almoſt by 
force) and conſider in another manner what you 
owe to the Wife of Alexander. Withtheſe words 
he pulled him away quite blinded with rage ; but 
he could not make him forbcar as he went, to 
pour forth a thouſand reproaches againſt the Queen, 
and a thouſand threats againſt the life of Orooadares. 
Perdiccas got him out of the Garden, with much 
ado, and preſently after, came back to the Queen, 
whom he found highly exaſperated, and infinitely 
confounded, for having imprudently diſcovered the 
ſecret of her love to Cafſſander, which ſhe would 
not have confeſſed but to Perdiccas : Yet Perdiccas 
pacified her a little, by putting herin mind, that ſhe 
could not hope for any ſatisfaction in that buſineſs, 
without giving further knowledge of it to the world ; 
and that though Cafſander had not learned it by that 
means ; he could not have been much longer ignorant 
of it. He prayed her alſo to pardon his haſtineſs,and 
the violence of his paſſion ; for though both Caſſan- 
ders love, and his perſon, were odious to her, it was 
beſt to diſſemble her indignation, and not to come to 
extremities againſt him, ſo long as ſhe had need of 
his affiſtancc. The Queen promiſed him part of 
what he defired ; but ſhe wouid not give him any 
hope, that ſhe would ſhew any kind of favour to a 
man, whom ſhe with a great deal of appear- 
ance ſuſpected for the death of the King her Hus- 
band. 

From this diſcourſe they fell into that of the reſo- 
lutions they ſhould take in matters of the War ; 
and after they had talked a while upon that ſubject, 
they determined to ſend one into your Army, to 
ſtay ſome dayes unknown amongſt your men, and 
bring them intelligence of what paſſed, both in the 
Camp, and among the Princes : When they had 
ſpent ſome time in bethinking themſelves whom they 
ſhould employ, they caſt their eyes upon me; as 
well, becauſe of my readineſs in ſpeaking ſeveral! 
Languages, and of my being verſed among moſt of 


thoſe Nations your Army is compoſed of ; as out | 


of a belief the Queen had, that I would bring her ' 


ſome particular news of Prince Orocondates; yet. 
was ſhe not ignorant of the hazard I ran, of being ta- 
ken by ſome of his men, to whom my face was 
known; but ſhe believed I had cunning enough to 
avoid their knowledge, or rather (as it 15 the cuſtom 
of all great Perſons ) ſhe little conſidered the danger 
of a man, provided, ſhe might draw any ſervice 
from it. I was preſently ſent for, and the Queen 
and Peraiccas, having propoſed the buſineſs they 
defired I ſhould ſerve them in, I offered readily e- 
nough to undertake it ; they inſtructed me punctu- 
ally in my Commiſſion; and the Queen commanded 
me very earneſtly to learn ſomething of Oroondates, 
if it were poſſible. 1s 

Why ſhould I trouble you longer with a diſcourſe 
of ſmall importance ? I came that very day out of 
the Town, the paſſages from thence being free, by 
reaſon that the Out-works then were ours; and af- 
ter I had made a little Circuit, I went into Crarerus 
h's Quarter, and lay that night among the C:lic:ans, 


my Countrymen, with. whom I quickly made c. 
quaintance ; and the next morning, which was ye: 
{terday, I walked about all the Camp, while par 
of your men were bulie in aflauking our Out-works. 
I obſerved the order of your Encamping, the num. 
ber of your Forces,and the manner of your Guards. 
but by the loſs of our Out-works, I no more had 
ſree entrance into the City, as before; yet did 1 
not deſpair of getting in one way or other : But he. 
fore I returned, I was defirous to do ſomething in 
diſcharge of the Queens Command ; and while | 
ſought means to ſee Prince Oroondates, without 
being ſeen by him, or any of his that could diſcover 
me, or atleaſt, to learn ſomething concerning him, 
that I might carry back to the Queen : My walking 


| hereabout begot ſuſpition in thoſe that took notice of 


it, and made me fall into this danger, wherein | 
ſhould certainly have periſhed, for a puniſhment of 
many crimes together, if my deſtiny had not de- 
pended upon the greateſt and moſt generous Prince 
that ever was. | 


| . Be 
C Arbates made an end of his Relation thus, and | 


caſting down his eyes, expected the confirmation of 


that Pardon that had been grafited him ; but Prolome. | 
4 not having learnt ſo much by his diſcourſe, as he | 
defired, Tell us, ( ſaid he) the order of the City. | 
Guards, and what number of Souldiers there isin } 


the Town. Beſides the Inhabitants (replied Ar. 


bates) who moſt of them bear arms, there are yet | 
fifteen or ſixteen thouſand Souldiers : Alcetas com: | 
mands that Quarter that is oppoſite to Crater his þ 


poſt, where he makes two thouſand mengo upon 
the Guard every night, which are relieved every 
four and twenty hours : Andiaporas hath the ſame 
charge, over againſt thatſ{ide where Prince Oxyarres 
lyes, with the ſame order, and the ſame number of 
men; an41 Azt;genes defends thoſe parts towards 
Artabaſus, being there is no niore of the Town be. 


fieged, but what [tands on this ſide of the River, the | 
greateſt force of the Garriſon is quartered there; | 
and on the other ſide, the Guards arc very weak, | 
but they intend to {trengthen them as ſoon as you go | 
The Town 1s provided | 
with Victual for four moneths,and is in-a condition to | 
defend it ſelf till relief come, which they have ſent to | 


about to paſs the River. 


demand on every fide, 

The Princes had ſome other Queſtions to ask Ar- 
bates, but Oroendates, who could not fee him with- 
out feeling too ſenſible renewings of his grief, having 


till then endured his preſence and his diſcourſe rea- | 


ſonable patiently : For Gods ſake (ſaid he to his 
Companions) diſmiſs this Fellow, and never expe 
a true Anſwer to yourDemands, from a man that hath 
ſo little Fidelity in him. Go, (continued he, turn- 
ing toward Arbates ) Go back again to Roxana, 
Peraiccas, and Caſſander, thy illuſtrious Maſters, 
and my generuus enemies; and fince I by thy 
mouth am informed of their deſigns and threats, 
let them alſo hear from the ſame mouth, what 
effect that knowledge hath wrought upon me, 
Tell Roxana, ſhe hath now too little vertue to 
make a man in love with her, who did not ſo 
much as value her when ſhe was more innocent ; 


and that the remembrance of hcr old pertidioul- } 


neſs, and that of her laſt cruelties, is too deeply en- 
graven in my mind, to leave me other thoughts of 
her,than thoſe of horrour and deteitation, Tel] Per- 


diccas,that I neither can endure him as a friend, nor 
fcar 
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S ſoon as Arbates was gone, and that the 
| A Prince of Scythia was reſettled from thoſe 
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fear him as an enemy; that I equally regard his de- 


figns againſt the life of his Rival, and his conſiderati- | 


ons of a Prince, beloved of Roxana; and that if he 
will deſerve Caſſandra, he muſt become more ver- 
tuous than he is, and diſpute her againſt me with 
more valour than he hath done hitherto, And tell 
Caſſanaer, that I willingly yeild to him in his pre- 
tenſions to Rexana; and that would do him ſervice, 
ifI could poſſibly in his deſign, upon a perſon wor- 
thy of him ; that I wili not fight with him upon that 


| quarrel, but in the intention I have to ſerve theſe - 


Princes, who proſecute himas the poyſoner of his 
King. Iwill make him know , if I meet him in 
the Field, that totake away the life of Oroondates, 
isno caſie enterprize for ſuch a man as Caſſander, I | 


CASSANDR 4. 


| give thee-no meſſage to my- Princeſs, for I know 
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thou wouldit perform it with thy uſual fidelity; but 
if thou haſt the honour, and halt yet the face to ap- 
pear in her preſence, I give thee leave to tell her 
and the Princeſſe her Siſter alſo, that by the valour 
of the Prince their Brother , and that of ſo ma- 
ny other gallant Princes as have united themſelves 
for their intereſts, Lyſimmachus and I hope to fee them 
free e're long from the perſecutions of their Ene- 
mies; and in a condition, to puniſh thoſe cruel per- 
ſons that have uſed them ſo unworthily. After theſe 
words, Oroondates could no longer ſuffer Arbares to 
ſtay in his Chamber, but commanded Araxes to 
make him be ſafely conducted back to the Gates of 
the City, 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
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troubles which the ſight of that man had 

cauſed in him, all the Princes went toge- 
ther to ſee Seleucus and his companions ; Prolome- 
u himſelf, who till then had been his particular ene- 
my, and who had had differences with him, which 
probably might have diſpenſed with him for that vi- 
fit ; had ſo much complacency for his friends, as to 
accompany them init, and ſo much generoſity, as 
to forget his old quarrel, while Selexcus was notin 
caſe todecide it. Seleucus, whoſe heart was no leſs 


great than his, received that civility witha like mag- 
nanimity ; and after having rendered what was due 
from him, to the other Princes, chooſing out Prolo- 
mes amonglt them ; and putting forth his hand to 
him, with a countenance that had nothing of an enc- 


my : You ſurpriſe me not (aid he) by this effect 
of your vertue, for I never doubted, but that you 
were as generous in ſhewing kindneſs to your ene- 
mies, when they are conquered, wounded , and 
priſoners, asI have known you valiant in figtiting 
with them, while they were in a condition to reſiſt 
you. The enmity that was between us ( replyed 
Ptolomens) could not exempt me from what all the 
world owes to your vertue, and what effects ſoever 
it hath produced between vs for the time paſt, the 
conſideration of it, ought to ycild to the knowledge 
I have of you. It ſhall yield it ſelf (anſwered Se- 
leucrs) to this laſt effect of your generoſity, andI 
hope you will ceaſe to be my enemy, fince I neither 
can nor will be any longer yours, All the Princes, 
and particularly Artaxerxes reaped a great ſatisfa- 
ion by Seleucus his words, and Protomens, who 


deſi- 


486 
acſired to receive them hanſomely ; 1find too many | 
advantages (ſaid be) in our reconciliation to accept 
of it otherwiſe than as one of my happieſt fortunes ; 
and will not onely ceaſe to be your enemy, but in gi- 
ving you my friendſhip entirely,beſeech you to re- 
ſtore me all that you honoured me with heretofore. 
At theſe words he came cloſe to him, and Seleucus 
welcoming him with a great deal of joy, thoſe two 
brave men embraced one another often with much 
contentment to all that were preſent at their recon- 
cilement. After this ation, and ſome other diſ- 
courſes, the Princes went into the Chamber of Ne- 
archus and Leonatrus, who would needs be together, 
they had a converſation with them full of civility 
and having propoſed the deſign of Selexcxs, touching 
their exchange, and that of all the Priſoners, for 
- the Princeſſes, they found them very ready to em- 
ploy all the credit they had with Peraiccas to that 


_ eſſe. 


When they were returned into Seleucs's Cham | 


ber, they began the diſcourſe of that accommoda- 
tion, although they {till excepted him from the num- 
ber of Priſoners; and that they not onely offered 
him his liberty, but with it all manner of Authority, 
he could defire amongſt them. Seleucus, who wiſh- 
ed their ſatisfaction, much more than his own liber- 
ty, received their propoſition with a great deal of 
Joy,and prayed themto give him leave toſend a man 
that very day to Perdiccas, witha Letter from him 
and his Companions. The Princes took him at his 
word, and calling Araxes to his Bed-ſide, to ſerve 
him for a Secretary, becauſe his was not yet able to 
write with his own hand, Seleucas dictated theſe 
words, which he knew his Companions would ap- 
prove of, 


Seleucus, Leonatus, and Near- 
chus, to Perdiccas. 


Vertue,to conquer ones own moſt violent 

Paſſrons for their ſake 5 neither durſt 
friendſhip alone demand it of you, if Ver- 
tne did not joyn with her, or if we could con- 
ſider you as our Friend, without looking up- 
on you as vertuous : We are priſoners to your 
Enemies, but they diſguiſe our impriſonment 
fo well by their noble uſage of 5, that we 
cannot know it, but by your abſence 5 nor de- 
frre liberty, but to recover with it the occa- 
ſcons of doing you ſervice. Tour Enemies 
have been ſo generous, as to offer it us, but 
it is from you alone, that we will, or that 
we can handſomely receive it : If you love 
| Seleucus, Nearchus, and Leonatus, and if 
you make any account of the deliverance of 
eight thouſand of your men, which are in 
Jour Enemies power, you will make no dif- 
- ficulty of recovering them by the exchange of 
two perſons : Tn ſhort Perdiccas, it is ©ucen 
Statira, ard the Princeſs her Siſter, whom 
they demand of you, for the ranſom of your 


T' is no light effe® of Friendſhip and 
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beſt Friends 5 VVe have ever held that rank 
and give you to day the utmoſt Proofs you 
can deſire of it; We to any other, but Pex. 
diccas, ſhould repreſent the hazards, towhich 
we have expoſed our lives for his Intereſts, 
the loſs of our men, and the Wounds, where. 
with we ſtill are kept in Bed 5 But he is tog 
grateful, and too generous, to ſtand in need 
of being put in remembrance, or of being 
ſollicited for an ation, to which he is yet 
more powerfully obliged by his Vertue, than 
by our conſideration. Thoſe Illuſtrious Prin- 
ceſſes, whom you detain, are of too higha 
condition not to have liberty at leaſt, after 
thoſe greatneſſes they ſo juſtly have poſſeſſed, 
as you are too much indebted to the memory of 
Alexander the Great, to go about to obtain 
that of the Queen his Wife by violence, 
which he himſelf in ſo abſolute an Authority, 
as that he had, never ſought for from her, 
but by wayes of ſubmiſſuon. We hope Per- 
diccas, that ont of your love to them, and 
to your ſelf, you will open your eyes to the 
Counſel of your Friends, and pardon the 
freedom they take to give it you; much leſs 
for their conſideration , than for your 
own, | 


This Letter was approved of by the Princes,who 
thought it worthy of a frank and generous ſpirit, 
like that of Selexci z and after he had ſigned it, and 

-had ſent it to his Companions to do the ſame, the 
Princes ſent for Cleontmus; upon whom they had 
caſt their eyes for that deputation ; he had an un- 
deritanding capable of all manner of Commiſſons, 
a great deal of Eloquence to perſwade what he defi- 
red, and much courage to overcome all the difficul- 


ties, andall the dangers he might meet with in that 


employment , They ina few words, for he was ap” 
prehenfive enough, not toneed any long diſcourſe, 
gave him allthe inſtruction that was neceſſary. Ore- 
ondatesand Lyſimachus could have been glad to have 
ſent Letters by him to their Princeſſes; but they ca- 
fly judged, that Perdiccas would not give him per- 
miſſion to ſee them, and they intended not to ask 
him, Cleoniruzs very well pleaſed, that he had 
found an occaſion to ſerve thoſe gallant Princes, to 
whom he had ſo much devoted himſelf, after he had 
proteſted, that he would faithfully perform the 
Commiſſion they had given him, took his leave of 
them, and getting on Horſe-back, advanced toward 
the Gates of his native City ; which, the remem- 
brance of former times, and of the deplorable death 
of his dear Theander, would not ſuffer him'to be- 
hold without tears. In the interim, the Princes were 
gone out of Selencr's Tent, and were thinking to 
SO wait upon the Princeſſe Berenice ; when they 
heard, that the with Deidamia and Cleone,. was 
gone to vilit Apamia and Arſinoe, who were with 
Prince Artabaſus, their Father, Althovgh his 
Quarter was a good way off, the Princes took that 
walk without unwillingnefs ; and Arſaces thought all 


| Wayes calie, that led him to his Princeſſe ; They 


found 


Book. II. 


found very good company with that venerable old 
1man, but it was mcreafed pretently after, by one 
of the moſt welcome additions, it could have re- 
ceived. Scarce had they begun to fall into diſcourſe, 
when there was ſcen coming toward the Tent, a 
Chariot drawn by ten white Horſes, guarded by 
eertain Horſemen, and followed by a good number 
of ſcrvants, The equipage ſhewing the qu.lity of 
the perſon, to whom 1t appertained, cauſed thoſe 
that were molt curious, and leaſ(t employed, as 
Oroondates, Lyſimachuns and Prolomein, to break 
off their Converſation, and go toward the door of 
the Tent ; whither they were no ſooner come, but 
they ſaw the Chariot itop there full of Ladies ; and 
Prince Oroondates advancing firſt to help them 
to alight, and offering his hand to her, that 
appeared the chief, knew her to be his good and ge- 
nerous friend, the fair Princeſs Barſina £ But once 
in his whole life, had that Prince been touched with a 
more pleaſing ſurprize;z and hardly had he given 
preater teſtimonies of it, when from the mouth of 
Perdiccas he had heard, that his Princeſſe was a'ive. 
Of all the perſons in the World, onely,Srarrra, and 
Artaxerxes, had any advantage over- Barſin::, in 
his affection ; and the Princeſſe Berenice, did but 
hardly poſſeſſe an equal place, to that of hers, in 
his friendſhip ; neither could he ſee her, without 
an extraordinary tenderneſs, nor without melting 1n- 
to tears, which his Aﬀection, his Joy, and very 
moving Remembrances drew from his eyes, at that 
fortunate meeting. Bara, to whom, by a good 
will, whereof the vertue of them both had made the 
ſtrongeſt engagements, that Prince was dearer, 
than all the reit of mankind, ſeemed no lecfs touch- 
ed, nor leſs tranſported, then he, at that encounter 
and when ſhe ſaw her ſelf in his Arms, ſhe made no 
dificu'ty to preſs him between hers, and feared not 
tooffend her modeſty, by giving him teſtimonies of 
an affection, not inferiour to his. Honoured Bar- 
fna (ſaid the Prince) my proteCtreſs, and my Tute- 
ary deity, are you come to take away the remain- 
der of my affliftions, by your preſence, and to bring 
mea fortune again, whereof your goodneſs hath e- 
ver made one of the chiefeſt parts ? Ah! without 
doubt ( continued he, beginning his endearments 
afreſh, which ſhe could not oppoſe ) without doubt, 
this felicity. was to fore-run the laſt I now can hope 
for ; and the gods, after having preſerved my Prin- 
ceſs, and re-given me my dear Artaxerxes, have 
thought it neceſſary to re{tore me Barſina alſo; with- 
out whom, I could not reliſh any perfect happineſs. 
He brought forth theſe words with interruption, and 
Bar(ina, after having a while given place to their 
impetuouſneſs ; Sir, (ſaid ſhe at lat) The gods-brins 


| me to you again, that I may ſhare in thoſe bleſſings 


they have re!tored yon, and in thoſe felicities, they 
are preparing for you, they know that I am too much 
mtereſed in your fortune, to be ſeparated from it; 
and they ſhould do me an injuſtice, if in thoſe good 
ſucceſſes that wait for you ; and in thoſe that have al- 


ready befallen you, they ſhould not give me as great 


a part as | have had in your affliftions. They had 
gone further into that diſcourſe, if the throng of 
thoſe, who at the name of Barſina, were run out 
of the Tent, had not taken them off, andif, as ar- 
dent as 07-90ndates was, he had not been conſtrained 
to yeild her for a while to thoſe other friends ; Her 
two dear Siſters, Apamia and A ſfinoe ; her two Il- 
hrious Brothers in-law, Prolomes ani Enmenes ; 
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and even her Father himſelf, whoſe affeQion had gi- 
ven him a nimbleneſsto go out to meet her, demand- 
ed to poſſeſſe her in their turns, butall were fain to 
leave her to Prince Artaxerxes; and Barſina nd 
ſooner ſaw him appear, but getting looſe from the 
Arms of all, ſhe ran to him with an action, that made 
the company know what love, and what veneration 
ſhe bore to the remnants of the Blood of Darizs, O 
my Lord !- (ſaid the, caſting her ſelf into his Arms, 
which he ſtretched forth to her). O my Lord! Is it 
poſſible, tnat Barjina ſhould yet be ſo happy, as to 
receive the favour of her revived Prince ; and of a 
Prince, to whoſe death ſhe had given ſo many tears. 
Artaverxes, who dearly loved, and particularly 
eſteemed her, appeared ſenſible of her affection, by 
all the figns he could expreſs of his. I was alive, 
dear Couſin, (anſwered he) while you believed that 
I was dead, as peradventure I ought to have been; 
but if my life have ſomething of ſhameful in it, after 
the death of my Friend, behold my excuſe, Couſin, 
and pardon my being alive, by conſidering for whom 
I have lived. He ſaid theſe words, ſhewing her the 
Princeſs Berexice, whom Oroondates was bringing 
roward her; and who being informed of the vertues 
of that Princefle,and of the good offices ſhe had done 
her Brother, ran to her with a ſpirit of acknowledge- 
ment and eſteem. Barſina, who already had learn- 
ed ſome part of the truth, knew her by many marks, 
but more thana!] the reſt, by that admirable beauty, 
which the whole World could hardly parallel ; and 
advancing to her, with an action full of aſtoniſhment 
and ſubmiſſion, would have kiſſed her hands with 
great reſpect ; but the Princeſs pulled them back, 


"to preſent her mouth, and to let her ſee, thatin the 


eſteem and affection ſhe already had conceived to- 
ward her, ſhe deſired a greater equality in their ſalu- 
tations. 

After a familiarity, very different from that ofa 
firſt enterview, Barſiaa looking ſtill upon Berenice 
with admiration, O moſt worthy Siſter ( ſaid ſhe 
of ſuch a Brother, as Oroondates, and moſt worthy 
cauſe of the life and paſſions of Prince Artaxerxes! 
How eaſie are you to be known, among whatſoever 
of great and beautiful our eyes can ſee, and howin- 
finitely is Barſina ſatisfied, that ſhe now can pay het 
homage to the worthy Miſtreſs, and worthy Siſter 
of the greateſt Princes in the world ! The Princeſs 
out of countenance at ſo obliging a diſcourſe, replied 
with a great deal of modetty ; Madam, I ſhall be 
extreamly glad, if to adde to theſe happineſſes, - 
which I have not merited, I may alſo be worthy of 
your friendſhip; ſince beſides the deſire your ſight 
hath produced in me, the report of your goodneſs 
had already abſolutely gained me, and that among 
thoſe perſons, who are tied to Oroondates by blood 
or friendſhip; my affection to you took birth, be- 
fore I had the honour to know you, After theſe firſt 
civilities, Berenice permitted Barſina to ſalute the 
Princeſs De:damia, in whoſe quality ſhe preſently 
was inſtructed, and after her, the faithful Cleone, 
whoſe ſight wakened in her the remembrance of her 
Miſtrefs, with a great ſence of her misfortunes. Prince 
Oxyartes, who chanced alſo to be with Artabaſws, 
and Prince Lyſimacki, ſaluted her after the reſt,but 
in O:xyarres his countenance, Oroondates obſerved 
alterations that were not ordinary, and believed him 
either to be indiſpoſed, or elſe particularly intereſſed 
in the arival of that Princeſſe. | 

As ſoon as that fair company was entered 2gaim 1m- 
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to the Tent, ſome of the perſons'it was compoſed of, 
made their complaints to Barſina, of her long abode 
at Sſa, and of the little care ſhe had taken, to give 
them the contentment that was then occaſioned by 
her preſence. She was deſirous to juſtifie her ſelf 
in that particular, and for that purpoſe, after ſhe had 
a while given ear to their reproaches, I am not ſo 
faulty, as you believe ( anſwered ſhe ) and I hope 
you will pardon me aſtay, which hath been a great- 
er puniſhment to me than to any body elſe. 

The ſickneſs, Prince Oroondares had at my houſe 
hindered me from waiting upon the Queens, as you 


. certainly have heard ; and1I was obliged to render 


that great Prince in my own houſe?, a part of that 


which all the world owed to his vertue and his per- 


ſon: After his recovery and departure, I was pre- 
paring to leave Suſa within'a few dayes ; but ſcarce 
had I given order in ſome affairs, which it was ne- 
ceflary I ſhould provide for before my journey, 
when I received news of the Kings death, and of 
the troubles that were rom up among his Suc- 
ceſſors. 
of our great Princeſſes, and of the good Queen Sy. 
freambs ; and without particularifing my lamenta- 
tions, I will onely tel] you, that my ſorrow was like 
to bave brought me to my grave, When I was able 
to overcome that grief a little, which had kept me 
many daves in bed, I bethought my ſelf of taking a 
retreat, either with my Father, or my Siſters, whom 
the authority of rheir husbands made conſiderable 
among the ſucceſſors of Alexander ; but I found 
great difficulties on every fide. Artabaſus was in 
Bar: ., and to g0 into that Province, I had others 
to croſs thorow, the paſſages whereof were very 
dangerous for a woman z and my ſiſters were at Ba- 
bylon , where all matters were then ina ſtrange com- 
buſtion, and where every thing tended to War, dif- 
order, and confuſion ; ſo. that believing I could not 
then find a more quiet abode than Sa, I reſolved 
not to ſtir from thence, till I had learned more parti- 
cular news of my ſiſters, and their husbanus : This 
was it that ſtaid me there, notwithſtanding the im- 
patience I had to ſee them again; and afterwards, 
when I hard that all my friends were met together 
in this party,and that with a puiffant army they were 
fighting neer Babylon, for the revenge of the Prin- 
ceſſes, my deſire to come hither to them was retard- 
ed by a ſickneſs, which kept me long in bed ; and 
which would not ſuffer me to take the journey, till 
very few dayes ago. Before I departed from S»ſa, 
I had heard the ſucceſs of your former battel ; the 
news of this laſt, met me upon the way, and yelſter- 
night at Zarzs, where I lay, ſome perſons belong- 
ing to the army, told me, how thoſe great Princeſſes, 
whom all the world had thought dead, were itil] a- 
live, and in Babylon; how Prince Oroondates was 
amongſt you, with the Princeſs Zerenice his Siſter, 
his Combats with Ar/aces ; .and which ſurpriſed me 
moſt of all, how that valiant Warrior was known to 
be Prince Artaxerxes, whoſe loſs we had ſo much 
bewailed, and whom we had with ſo much appear- 
ance believed dead for many years. I tell you not 
the effect this news produced in me, I was almoſt 
out of my wits for joy; and never was tranſported 
with ſo violent a deſire, as that of ſeeing thoſe dear 
perſons again , who had made me ſhed ſo many 
tears. 

Ah! my dear Barſina (ſaid Prince Orcondates ) 
how welcome would your ſight, and your conſola- 
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Within a little after, I heard of the death 


{ 


—— 


friends defire of me ? ( faid he ) And what ſervice 


Part. Y, 


-ticns have becn to me, inthe miſcries] have endured 
ſince our ſeparation; and in kow much a more de. 
plorable condition, ſhould you have ſeen me, than 
that which heretofore made me the ot jet of your 
ccmpaſſhon, I ſhould have ſuffered with youin it 
( replied Zarſina ) as Ihave formerly done, and Ns 
| will do, while I live, in whatſcever ſhall ccncer 
you; but] praiſe the gods, for ſeeing you now ing 
diflerent eſtate, from that which hath made me ſigh 


ſo often, for your diſcontents : you have now ne. 


ther duty, nor husband, nor rival to fight apainj} 
which oth in the Queens opinion, and in truth, is 
not infinitely below you ; and though your fortune 
be not yet compleat, Iſce ſo happy a progreſs to. 
wards it, that your impatiency alone, will hence. 
forth be the greateſt of your ſufferings. From this 
diſcourſe the whole company fell into a converſation, 
which laſted the better partof theday; and Prince 
Oroondates, who by a juſt acknowledgement, took 
the greatcit intereſt in ay 59s coming,knowing her 
curiofity, promiſed her the particular recital of all 
that had befallen him fince their parting, and that of 
the life of Prince Arraxerxes. 

The arrival of Barſfia, had ſo taken up the com- 
pany, that it had not allowed them time to talk of 


Cleonziuu his deputation:; and yet they, that were | 
moſt concerned in it, ceaſed not to wait for the event | 


thereof with much impatiency ; but the knowledge 
they had of the huwor and paſſion of Perarceas,made 
them fear the ſucceſsof it : this diſquict was obſerved 
in the faces of Oroondates and Lyſimackus, and they 
began already to impart it to their friends, when they 
ſaw Cleoninus arrive: his return ſurpriſed them, be. 
ing more ſudden than they expefted, and Oroonda- 
tes, who was moſt eager to learn the cficct of his 
negotiation, no ſooner ſaw him come in, but riſing 
from his ſeat, he ran to mect him. . Well, Cleon;- 
14 ( cryed he ) will they reſtore us our Princeſſes ? 
Sir, ( anſwered Cleonimns ) they will not be ſo cafily 
obtained, nor can hope they will return into your 
hands, without more effuſion of blood, Then we 
will ſhed more, ( added the impatient Lyſerachas) 
and indeed, we have not yet poured forth enough 
for reparation of the offtences that have been com- 
mitted againſt them, Iecver doubted ( ſaid the fad 
Prince of Scyth:a ) that ſo great a happineſs could 
not be purchaſed at ſu cheap a rate; and that thoſe 
wicked men were too guilty, and too much hated of 
the gods, to put any other period to their crimes, 
but that of their lives, Itis their Life then( went he 


on ) it is their Life, rather than our Princeſſes, that 


we muſt have ; and ZLyſimachw and | carnot appeaſe 
the incenſed gods,. but by ſuch victims, as Perdiccas 
and Alcetas, | : 

After theſe words, he turned toward Cleonimm, 
of whom Prince Artaxerxes demanded the circum- 
ſtances of his commiſſion, and he gave him an ac- 
count of it in theſe terms. Sir ( ſaid he) when I came 
near the gates of the City, I ſent a trumpet before, 
whom [I had taken with me, to give them that were 


upon the Guard notice, how I was ſcnt to Perdiceas, 


by Selenczs and his companions; and aſter having 
ſtayed a while for their anſwer, they came and took 
me, and without further ceremony, carried me to 
Perdiccas, who then was in his Cloſet, with his bro- 
ther and ſome other of his friends. The name of 
Seleucu: obliged him to look kindly on me, and com- 
ing forward with a civil ation ; w hat do my deareſt 
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an 1do them, that may in part requite the impriſon- 
ment, and the wounds they ſuffer for my intereſts ? 
dir (anſwered) you ſhall ſee their deſires in this 
Letter, and I have charge from the Princes, to give 
ou all manner of aſſurances, for the executions of 
what your friends demand. Perd:ccas ( without 
replying ) took the Letter, and having opened it, 
his brother and he read it both together ; which 
yhile they were doing, they both changed cotour, 
and made me conjecture by their action, that they 
were little diſpoſed to give ear to the propoſitions of 
their friends ; they kept ſilence a while, looking up- 
on one another, and inthe end, Perd:ccas breaking 
firſt; Ab Scleucus (cryed be ) I ſhould never have 
expefted this uſage from you , andif it be true, that 
yu arethe beſt of my friends, my life ſnould have 
been dearer to you than it 1s : you are certain, that 
without loſing it, Icannot abandon Statira ; and. I 
bad truſted you ſufficiently with my paſſion, to let 
you know the injuſtice of what you aemand of me, 
Alcetasſpake ſomething almoſt to the ſame efteQ, 
and then they both walked up and down a little, 
without ſaying a word : at laſt Perd:ccas began again: 
Why ſhould our friends (ſaid he ) reduce ws to the 
neceſſity of a refuſal,which they could not but foreſee; 
md if they deſired ſome very difficult proof of our 
friendſhip, why did they not ak, our blocd, and 
wt our Princeſſes? Do they believe their friendſhip 
moht to carry it avove our paſſion? And that we can 
forſake Statira and Pariſatis, becanſe we are friends 
# Scleucus aud Leonatus? Ah! without doubt, 
if they had loved us, they would have ſought 
fir any other accomodation with our enemies, than 
bs cruel exchange, to which we cannot conſent, Af- 
ter theſe words, the two Brothers having talked 
oftly a while together, commanded me to go out 
nto the next room; and to ſtay for the anſwer, they 
meant to return to Selexc and his companions. [ 
obeyed them, and after I walked an hour, with 
thoſe that had guarded me thither, I ſaw them come 
vith the anſwer I waited for ; and Perdiccas having 
given me the letter himſelf, Go (ſaid he) and tell 
Selencus, that I will reſtore him his liberty by other 
wayes than thoſe he propoſes to me; and that it is 
rather by killing his enemies, than by duing them 
ſervice that I muſt deliver him out of their hands. 
That is not the eaſieſt means to procure their liberty 
(replyed I)and if they have no other way to obtain it, 
theyare in danger to continue priſoners a great while. 
[ had ſaid more, by the right of Nations, which 
permitted me to ſpeak, if Perdiccas had not com- 
manJed I ſhould be carried bagk, without letting 
me ſtay any longer in the City. I came out in 
the ſame order, as had been obſerved at my 
going in;and preſently , being returned to your Tents, 
and not having found you there, I went to that of Se- 
kucus, where | had left you ; Idelivered him Per- 
d&ccas his Letter, and the account of my fruitleſs ne- 
P9tiation : He flew out into anger at that recital, and 
at the reading of the Letter; and after having in- 
veighed againſt the ingratitud2 of Perd:ccas, in 
terms very :ull of reſentment, he gave me back the 


Letter. and commanded me to bring it to you.Cleonz- 


ms then preſented it to the Princes, and Arſaces 
tiking it, read theſe words aloud to his Companidns, 


Perdiccas,toSeleucus, Leonatus,c&Nearchus. 


It /; 07 to prevent the complaints you will | 
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make againſt me, that T complain firſt of 
your want of friendſhip , and you will 
know by your own conſciences, rather than by 
my words, that you ought to have ſought” for 
your liberty, by wayes that had been leſs fatal 
to me : If you were more ignorant of my paſſion, 
and hnew not that it is for it alone, T have 
ſuffered ſo many thouſand men to periſh; and 
that in fine, it is upon it, that all this War is 
grounded, you would be more excuſable for the 
Propoſition, you make to me: But after my hav- 
Ing avowed it to Seleucus,and after the bloody 
proofs of it your ſelves have received, you cannot 
deſire the effet of your demand, but that with 
inhumanity you muſt deſire the death of Per- 
diccas. 1wonld it pleaſed the gods, my cruel 
friends, that you had asked the better part of 
my Blood, and that you had asked me all my 
Fortune, leaving me nothing but that Princeſs, 


| for whom Tquit you all the reſt.Alcetas makes 


the ſame complaint of you 5 and iJfſhort,if you 
are Priſoners,you can 10 longer bt ignorant, but 
that we are ſo as well as you, and priſoners to E- 
nemicsleſs compalſuonate than yours. Tf the coun= 
ſel you give me,does leſs conſider your own Tn- 
tereſt, than what I owe to Honour and vertue, 
in my want of power to follow it, you will find 
my juſtification toward you,and will not think 
it ſtrange,that I commit ſome fault againſt yous 
by that violence, which makes me fail againſt 
Honour and Vertue. Tt is not, (my credulous 
Friends) but that with my death, I alſo meet 
my ſhame in the Propoſitions,you make to me z 
and conſider, that T cannot now withont baſe- 
neſs do that which T ſhould have done (if Thad 
been able)before the death of two hundred thou- 
ſand men, who have been ſlain for my quarrel; 
and who would yet have been living, if to ſpare 
their Blood, and to preſerve their lives, Thad 


done what you would have m#4do,to free you out 


of an impriſonment, which by your own confeſ- 
fron you find very eaſie and ſupportable.The good 
uſage you receive,oneht not to have baniſhed 4 
more aucient friendſhip out of your remem- 
brance 5 and you might have acknowledged the 
civilities of our Enemies, without ſeeking their 
repoſe, and their advantage by the ruine, and by 
the deſtruition of your Friends. After having 
done ſo much for us, yon ſhould not have changed 
your inclinations in favour of them, and you 
ſhould have demanded your liberty of me,by the 


ſume wayes,that took it from yous Twill alſo re- 


gain it you with the price of my blood,and with 
s powerful relief, which we expe 5 you ſhall 
quickly ſee me in the Field, carrying death for 


your ranſom,to your Enemics.This is all(that in 


the want of power, my paſſion hath reduced me 
to) both you and they can now hope for from 
Perdiccas. 
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I would it pleaſed the gods ! ( cryed Prince Oro- | 


ondatesat the end of this Letter) I would it pleaſed 
the pods, Perdiccas ! That the fear of thy threat- 
nings were my moſt ſenſible affliction ; and that 
theſe enemies, to whom thou boaſteit of bringing 
death into their Camp,had nothing elſe to apprehend, 
but the effects of thy courage. Ah / how little 
ſhould I fear that valour, which I have tried already, 
ifthou had(t not more potent forces to combat againſt 
me; and if thou knewelit not, cruel Enemy, and 
ingratefull Friend, that without drawing Sword, thou 
haſt the better part of my life within thy power. To 
theſe words, Lyſimachu added others full of threats, 
but being neither of them had conceived any other 
than very faint hopes of that propoſal, they were 
the ſooner comforted, and found eaſe in their diſ- 
contents, by the hope they had to bring thetr Enc- 
mies quickly to more reaſonable terms. The night 
already drawing on, they went all together from 
Arrabaſus his quarter ; but Orocordates who could 
not leave Barſina, and who found a marvellous 
conſolation in her company, made the Princeſs Zere- 
nice entreat her ſo earneſtly tolodge with her, that 
ſhe knew not how to refuſe it ; and leaving her two 
Siſters with her wounded Brothers, whom ſhe had 
been to ſee, and whoſe hurts were then reaſonably 
well recovered; ſhe took Prince Or00v4ares his 
hand, and went along with that good compa- 
ny. 
"pifre they parted, they all together went to 
the Tent of Seleycaus and his Companions, and the 
Princes were deſirous to honour them with the viſit 
of thoſe great Princeſſes, who at their requeſts 
conſented to it very willingly. Seleuczz, who at 
that time was mortally aMlicted, diſſembled part of 
his ſadneſs, and of his reſentments,to render to thoſe 
Princeſſes, what was due unto their perſons, and 
to their civility ; but after he had thanked them 
for it, with terms full of acknowledgement and re- 
ſpect, heturned toward the Princes, and being no 
longer able to contain his thoughts ; If T had to do 
( ſaid he) with men lefſe great, and leſſe generous 
than your ſelves, I ſhould wonder at the continna- 
tion of your favours after the ill ſucceſs of the Pro- 
poſition I made to Perdiccas : My companions 
and I ſhould have a great deal more reaſon to fear 
the effect of your juſt reſentments againſt our un- 
kind friend, than to expect this civility from 
you, and theſe great Princeſſes. He would have 
gone on, when Prince 200d? 5 interrupting him 
firſt,as moſt concerned ; It is enough, (ſaid he) and 
you ſhould have wronged us all, it you had believed 
that Perdiccas his ingratitude could have made vs 
loſe the eſteem we have of you; if we hoped for 
any fruit of the deſign you had to our advantage, it 
was, becauſe we believed that Perdiccas ought not 
to have refuſed any thing to ſuch a friend as Selencas ; 
but though by a baſe conſideration of his own inte- 
reſts, he makes himſelf unworthy of your friendſhip, 
we will not fall from our firſt inclinations, by the 
knowledge of his. I tell younot that you are free, 
fince we never reckoned him as a priſoner. to whom 
we owe the life of Prince Artaxerxes : But Iaflure 


my ſelf, I ſhall beavowed by my Companions, ifI | 


ſay, that maugre Perdiccas his refufgl, you with 
your own liberty may diſpoſe as you pleaſe of thoſe, 
of Nearchus and Leonatus; we will recover our 
Princeſſes by other means, if the Gods will favour 
the juſtice of our ſwords, and perhaps this laſt ſatis- 
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faction will be more entire to us than that we hoped 
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for by your intermiſſion. This magnanimity yoy 
practiſe toward us (replied Selencs) ſhall not per. 
chance be leſs diſadvantageous to Perdiccas, than 
the ingratitude he hath ſhewed ; and my Compani. 
ons and I will not abuſe it ſo far, as to make the jj. 
berty you offer us, more prejudicial to you than our 
impriſonment - I will take thoſe reſolutious I ought 
totake, when once I ſhall beina condition to execute 
them - And though the ungratefulneſs of my friend 
cannot ſo ſuddenly make me paſs from an extream 
friendſhip to an extremity of hatred, and to deſigns 
againſt him, I proteſt to you at leaſt, that I ne. 
ver more will fight for him againſt you. 

The Princes teſtified their eſteem of Seleucys, by 
tne joy they made appear at this Declaration; and 
Artaxerxestaking him by the hand, and prefling it 
with much affection ; The ingratitude of Perdicca 
(ſaid he). will not be diſadvantageous to us, if it 
give us ſuch a friend as Selencas, nor can our Ene- 
mies party be more weakned, than by the loſſe of 
a man, whoſe valour alone diſputed. the ViRory 
againſt us. After this diſcourſe, all the company 


went into the Chamber of Nearchus and Leonarms,to | 


whom they had ſent Perdiccas his Letter, and to 
whom the Princes by very obliging words expref. 
ſed, That the carriage of their unkind Friend ſhould 


be no prejudice at all to them, nor ſhould be able | 
to diſſwade them from the intent they had to offer $ 


them their liberty. They returned their thanks 
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in very di*:rent terms; MVearchizs, who was grave | 
ana diſccect, diſſembled part of his reſentment; | 


but Leonatrs, who was of a haſty impatient na- 
ture, could not keep himſelf from breaking out, and 
declaring all that lay in-his heart, For my part, 
(ſaid he)) I not onely will never be a friend to Per- 
diccas, but will be his enemy as long as I live; and 
if you will receive me among{t you, I will not onely 
ſerve youin my own perſon,butalſo will make what- 
ſoever is left of my Forces, come out of Babylon, 
and ſollicite all my Friends, to quit that ingrateful 
party. Werecetve you gladly, (replyed Prolome- 


3 for himſelf, and the other Princes) and this is | 


too obliging an offer,to be accepted without expreſſr 
ons of a great deal of joy. | 


After theſe, and ſome other diſcourſes, which | 
kept them a while longer in that Chamber, they | 


went out, and retircd all rogether to Oroondares his 
Tent, there they ſupt, and ſpent part of the night 
in a moſt pleaſing converſation; and there Bar/ins 
learned of Oroondates ail that had befaln him, and 
all he had ſuffered fince their ſeparation, with ſome 
part of Artaxerxes his Adventures, When the 
time of night obliged them to withdraw, Berenice 
took Bar/ina with her to her Chamber : And con- 
ſidering her as a near Kinſwoman of Prince Arrax- 
erxes, andas the beſt Friend of the Prince her Bro- 
ther, ſhe contracted a very ſtrong, and a very 
particular Friendſhip with her. This union was not 
hard to be made between two ſuch vertuous Ladies; 
and if Berezice had charms, againſt which they of her 
own ſex could not defend themſelves ; Bar/ins's were 
little different ; for ſcarce was there in the Worid 4 
more lovely perſon. | 


The next day was beſtowed in viſiting thoſe that | 


were wounded, the greateft part whereof drew 
near their cure : Th.leſtris had atready left her 
Bed, and Deerrius and his Fath:r were al 
moſt well enough to leave their Chambers. They 
thought 
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thought to have ſent the Priſoners, whoſe num- 
ber was about Seven or Eight Thouſand, to ſome 
neighbouring Towns, where they ſhould have 
been diſtributed to be kept, tili the end of the 
War ; but when they heard the little care Perdiccas 
had to free them, and the reſolution of Leonarze 
to take part with the' Enemy, they offered to 
do the ſame; and after they had piven the Princes 
to underſtand the purpoſe they had to ſerve on 
their fide, and that they had been promiſed all 
manner of good uſage and -proteion, they put 


themſelves under Leonats, and encreaſed the Ar-_ 


my with a very conſiderable Recrnit. It for ſome 
dayes lay idle, ſtaying till the Boats were rea- 
dy, that were in hand; andalſo for the finiſhing of 
thoſe Engines which were making, and which 
were neceſſary to ſtorm the Walls : They were 
ſothick, that the force of Rams was utterly in vain 
againſt them, and ſo high, that without making 
great elevations on the out-ſide, they ſeemed im- 
poſſible to be ſcaled. All the moſt induſtrious Ma- 
ers of Aſia were employed in framing Engines, 
and moſt part of the Souldiers were ſet to work 
about them, That buſinefſe required time, nor 
could it be hoped, they would be fit for ſervice 
of many dayes , but the Boats were ready a great 
deal ſooner, and almoſt at the ſame time, when 
Thaleſtrs, Demctrims, Antigonus, Polyperchon, 
and all the moſt conſiderable of thoſe that had been 
hurt, were in a condition to bear Arms again. 
Thaleſtris was cured of her outward Wounds, 
but her inward one was ſtill as bad as ever, and 
then the abſence of Oroxnres, whom ſhe could not 
hate, or rather whom ſhe could not ceaſe to 
love, drew the ſame ſighs from her breaſt, which 
afew dayes before had been cauſed by animoſity 
and reſentment - The remembrance of that re- 
pentance he had ſhewed at their laſt parting, had 
diſſipated the greater part of her anger ; and 
fince then, the perſwaſions of Oroondates, who 
had employed himſelf very carefully in that buſi- 
nefle, and her own inclination, which had per- 
ſwaded her yet more powerfully, had ſo mollified 
her, that if Orenres had come back to her again, 
om ſhould ceafily have been brought to pardon 
im. 

The young Demetrius, cured alſoof the wounds 
of his Body, was in no better eſtate than ſhe, 
for that of his mind ; And all that he had ſuffer- 
ed for Hermione, was light, in compariſon of 
what he felt for Deidamia. That fair Princeſſe, 
ſince the Declaration he had made to her, had been 
more reſerved toward him than before; and 
though ſhe had viſited him afterward, while he kept 
his Bed, ſhe had ever avoided the occaſions of 
being alone with him; and by all her aQtions, and 
diſcourſes had taken away part of his confidence ; 
yet did ſhe give him ſigns, but of a moderate reſent- 
ments, without any ſhew of anger or averſi- 
on, and without being carried by the knowledge of 
his love to any uncivil or diſobeying uſage : 
She ſaw nothing in his perſon that was not great 
and lovely, and ſhe would have had no repug- 
nance to receive a ſecond affection for him, if 


Y the memory of Azis had left her liberty to do 


0; that alſo was the thing ſhe endeavoured to 
mak®him underſtand, and it was by the mildeſt 
wayes ſhe could uſe, that ſhe ſtrove to divert him 
from an affetion, which ſhe could not, and be- 
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lieved ſhe ought not to approve. DemerFizes, in 
whom all paſſions Imprinted themſelves, with vio- 
lence, took all her actions to his diſadvantage ; 
and though he knew her love was to be brought 
with greater and longer ſervices, than thoſe he yet 
had done her, he could not without trouble, conſider 
the little progreſs he had made toward the gaining 
of her heart, This remembrance cauſed diſquiets 
in him, which would not afford him any reſt, al- 
tered his looks, and deprived Antigonus and his 
Friends, -of all the conſolation, which his forget- 
ting. Hermione had given them. Aﬀter that he 
had been able to leave his Chamber, he had 
ſhunned all other company , but Deridamia's; and 
not being content to avoid the ſociety of his 
Friends, during the day time, he beſtowed part 
of the night upon his ſolitary walks. Many 
times, while all the Camp was faſt aſleep, flying 
a repoſe that fled from him ; and not being will- 
ing vainly to ſeek thoſe ſlumbers in his Bed, 
which nothing but wearineſs drew ſometimes in- 
to his watchfull eyes, he with a flow pace fol- 
lowed the bank of the River, and let his roving 
thoughts abroad, in a filence which gave them a 
fuller liberty : The paſſage to £0 out, and re- 
turn into the Camp,; was free to him at all hours, 
among thoſe that were upon the Guard, and he 
made no difficulty to walk without the Line, 
and ſtray a great many furlongs off, The-nights 
were fair and clear, and the Moon, which was 
then in its perfecteſt form, imprinted its ſhining 
figure upon the ftream of Euphrates, and diſco- 
vered objects diſtinctly enough through all the 
plain. The Young Prince, fixing his eyes ſome- 
times upon that fair conſtellation, which gave light 
unto his ſteps, ſometimes upon the calm Waters of 
the River, which reſted them in their uſual Bed, 
without the diſturbance of the leaſt murmur, and 
ſometimes upon a Wood, whoſe gloomy obſcu- 
rity could not at ſuch an hour preſent it ſelf to 
the ſight, without a kind of horrour; found in 
all manner of objects, freſh matter for his paſſionate 
thoughts, 

All Creatures ( faid he) both upon the earth 
and in the waters, do now enjoy a peaceable repoſe, 
while Demerrizs alone watches with the ſtar, his 
eyes are open to ſources of tears ; which never 
muſt be dried up, they are not to be cloſed by ſleep; 
and he wages a more cruel war with his own diſqui- 
ets, than with the Enemies of his party. It is in brief, 
the woful deſtiny of the unfortunate Demerrins, that 
all things ſhould contribute to his tuine, and that, as 
if the living were not ſufficient for his deſtruQtion, 
even thedead themſelves ſhould take up armes a- 
gainſt him. It is enough ( purſued he ) that love 
ſhould have tormented me, for what no longer hath 
a being, and that remorſe ſhould torture me, for 
having been the death of what I loved ; but my hard 
fortune muſt ſtir up Hell it ſelf againſt me ; and to 
revenge the dead, raiſes the dead againſt my happi- 
neſs : IfI had living enemies tocombat with me, I 
ſhould make uſe of the little valour, the gods have 
given me ; but againſt 4g, who no longer is, but 
in the memory of De:damia, what arms, and what 
Forces can 1 poſſibly employ ? Ah! Fortunate Agzs 
( went he on  ) How blefſed is thy condition, and 
how glorious ſhould I reckon mine, if in the other 
world, like thee, I were daily wept for by tbe fair 
eyes of Deidamia! Ah! How infinitely is ſuch 
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a death as thine, to be preferred before ſuch a life as 
this of Demerrizs ? and how much more advantage- 
ous is it to be dead inall the reſt, and for all the ret. 
of the world,andto live in Deidamia's remembrance, 
than to be living among men, and not to be able to 
live within her thoughts ? Demerrizs entertained 
himſelf on this manner, and in theſe like employ- 


ments paſſed away part of the nights, declaring to . 


inſenſible witneſſes, what his reſpe&t would not 


ſuffer him to declare with confidence to Dez-. 


damia. | 

Whileſt he led this kind of life, he ſaw an occali- 
on arrive of making himſelf remarkable ; the Army 
preparing for an action, which every body judged 
could not be performed without bloud ; and for that 
purpoſe, the Princes diſpoſed their Forces with all 
the orders that were neceffary : It was the making 
of thoſe Bridges they intended to caſt over the Eu- 
phrates on bothſides the Town ; and although per- 
adventure, they might have avoided fighting, by 
making them further from the City ; The Princes 
who ſhunned not the, occaſions of coming to blows 
with the Enemy, and who in this diſtance found 
more convenience than-in a greater, choſe rather 
to hazard a few men with them, than to let their E- 
nemies believe that fear had diverted them from any 
of their reſolutions. The Boats were ready upon 
the Banks of the River, and beſides them that were 
neceſlary for the building of the two Bridges, there 
werea great number of others that were to be filled 
with Souldiers, to ſuſtain the work-men, and to op- 
poſe the ſally which the Enemics might make upon 
the River, 

Thar day the Army was commanded: by Artrax- 
erxes, and he for his poſt took the Bridge, that 
was to be made. on the weſt ſide, leaving that 
on the Eaſt to Prince Oroondates.. The Forces 
deſtined to ſuſtain the work-men, were drawn out 


equally, and with the very ſame orders on both 


fides'of the Town ; and becauſe the Princes would 
not do that day, as they had done in ſtorming the 
Out-works, the glory whereof they had left wholly 
to Prolomers and Lyſimachu ; Oxyartes, Antig onus, 
Demetrius, Alexander and many others, went a 
long with Prince. Artaxerxes; and Lyſimachs, 
Ptolomens, Eumenes, and the valiant Amazone Queen 
followed the Prince Oroondates; Craterus and 4Ar- 
zabaſies ſtayed to defend the Camp, with the body 
of the Axmy ;z and Polyperchon advanced as near to 
the-Moaat, as he could lie from the Enemies Arrows. 
The Battalions ſtood- firm upon the Bank of the Ri: 
ver, while the firſt Boats were placed, and the 
work was begun on both ſides, continuing a good 
part of the day without any hindrance ; but when 
theyibegan to extend themſelves a great way upon 
the River, the other Bank became over-ſpread with 
many of the Enemies Squadrons; -and from within 
the Town; they ſaw come forth on either ſide a hun. 
dred Boats well man'd, who through the {tream ad- 
vanced in good order toward thoſe that were at 
work,, That being no more than the Princes had 


foreſeen, they were not at all affrighted at it, but: 


preſently according to the order that had been.ta- 
ken, - they went into the Boats that ſtood ready by 
the ſhoar, little different innumber from thoſe of the 
Enemy, 

Oroondates took one for himſelf with thirty Soul- 
diers; Lyſimachus, Thaleſtris, Prolomers, and Eu- 


menes did the ſame; and ſo every Boat had its Com- | 
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mander, and its Souldiers, according as had been 
aſhigned them by the Princes. The ſame order was 
obſerved onthe other fide, where Prince Arrax. 
erxes was, and both preparcd with a great deal of 
cheerfulneſs for that extraordinary kind of combate - 
Alcetas commanded the ſally againſt Prince Array. 


| erxes, and Caſſander that againit Oroondares, 


Theſe two little Fleets were ſeen to draw near 
to one another, by Force of Oars; and thoſe 


of Alcetas and Caſſandcr were already within Bow- 


ſhoot of the Work-men and by thick ſhowers of Ar. 
rows, began to put an obſtacle in their deſign; when 
they were compelled to turn head toward thoſe of 
their Enemies, which cutting the waves with an in- 
credible ſwiftneſs, got the paſſage of them, and 
coming between, ſheltred their men that were at 
work. *' | 

That 6ght, though like to be bloody, was for all 
that,very gallant to look upon;and they, who from the 
Bank beheld what was done upon the River, ifthey 
could have confidered it without tntere{t,might have 
found a very pleaſing divertiſement, The Princes 
that day were but lightly armed, that they might be 
able to ſwim, in caſe they ſhould be put to that ex- 
tremityz and moſt of them had nothing on their 
Heads, but little Murrions. Thoſe of the Enemies, 
whothen could look upon Prince Oroondates at the 
Prow of his little Veſſel (one foot fet forward upon 
the edgeof it, his left Arm covered with his Shield, 
and his right armed with that glittering Sword 
which had already ſhed ſo much of their Blood) felt 
a chilneſs, which running over all their Bodies, took 
away part of their former boldneſs. The Boats of 
- Lyſumachw and Thbaleſiris, through a gencrous emu- 


lation, were advanced by the fide of his; and thoſe | 
| of Prolomers and Enmenes, came at the head of all 


the ret. | 


Before they were able to joyn, many Souldiers of 


cither Party fcil by each others ſhafts within their 
Boats, or into the River ; but Prince O75: 11dates op- 
poling his broad Shield againſt thoſe Arrows that 
were aimed at him, and commanding them that 


ſteered his Boat, to cloſe arid grapple with thoſe 


of the Encmics, to engage them to another kind of 
hght,. advanced through the thickeſt of their Darts, 
with as much confidence, as if his body had been 
of ſome impenetrable matter. At laſt his defires 
were accompliſhed, and his Enemies not avoid- 
ing the combate, he quickly ſaw himſelf in their 
Front, and had means to: let . looſe part of his 
valour, and part: of his fury againft them : His 
gcnerous Companions feconded 'him with a reſo- 
luteneſs, little inferiar 'to his; and: their Enemies 
received them like: men of courage, and like meii 
that were determined to-fight ftoutly, Thoſe who 
with Cafſander commanded the foremoſt Boats, 
were, Jolas his Brother; Ariſton head of the Peoni- 
ans, Who:the day before was come 'into Town with 
a ſupply of Six thouſand men, a Captain, who was 
very conſiderable nnder Alexander, for hoving 
flain Seratopaces, and done many vallant ai 
ons; . Evander his Brother, a valiant man; and 
of a greater ſtrength of body than any one that 
fought. at that time in Perdiccas his Party : And 
Andiagoras, Prince of 'the Parthians, who for 'all 
he was a Perſian, confidered not the memory of Da- 
ri, inthe, perſon of the Prince his Son, norin the 
Intereit of the Princeſſes his Daughters. 


Theſe 
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"Book. II. 


Theſe Warlike men withſtood the fary of our 
princes,and ſtopt their impetuouſneſs for along time, 
by their couragious refiitance : The Souldiers by the 
example of their Commanders, ituck undauntedly 
to the fight, and the Water of Euphrates began 
quickly to change colour, by the Blood of each par 
ty, that was mingled with it. The ſervice was as 
hot on the other fide with Prince Artaxerxes and his 
Companions, and he with Alceras, had encountred 
Neoptolemus, Antivenes and Textamuw, and many 
other famous Warriours, who received them, and 
afailed them with a great deal of fierceneſs. Arſa- 
ces appeared Arſaces, in the firit blows he. gave, 
Antigons ani Oxyartes, did things worthy of their 
high reputation ; and young Dewerrizs made him- 
felf renowned by a thouſand marvellous actions. 
Arſaces cloſed preſently with A.cetas, but their 
forces were unequall ; and if he had not been ſpeedi- 
ly ſuccoured by his men, that Prince's hand had put 
anend to his paſſion for his Siſter. Arſaces feeing 
him' faved from tis reſentment, turned his anger up- 
on divers others, and mzny lives were then cut off 
by the edge of his Sword, Demetrius was fighting 
with Neoprolemws, and Antigonns and Orxyartes, 
with the two Commanders of the Argyraſpides ; all 
the other Boats were mingled by the example of 
their Leaders, and the combat was obſtinately dif. 
puted in every place. 

In the interim, in Or-0adates his ſide, there paſſed 
actions that were very memorable, and that Prince 
having given death to all that preſented themſelves 
upon the edge of their Boats, was hooked io that of 
Caſſinder, and having known him by the means of 


many of his men, who ſhewed him to him, and by 


the Enemies cryes , which often named him, was 
kindled with an extraordinary fury at the ſight of 
that man, who had ſworn his death, and whom, be- 
ſides, the ſuſpicion of his crime made him to hate in 
a particular manner ; he praiſed the gods for that en- 
counter, and fceing Caſſander upon the edge of his 
Boat, in the poſture of a reſolute man, Cafſander 
( cryed he ) behold the Scyrhian, whom thou wouldſt 
kill ; and bchold the innocent rival who deprives 
thee of Roxans's aftection, whether he will or no : 
Effect thy threats again{t my life, and try, if thou 
haſt choſen a trivial enterpriſe in attempting the 
death of Oroordates, 

Caſſander, whom that Prince's actions had terrifi- 
ed already, grew pale at theſe words; and if he 
could have found any handſome way to avoid the 
combat, would willingly have been excuſed ; but 
having ſo many witneſſes of his actions, he difſem. 
bled his fear, and holding forth his ſhield againſt the 
firſt blows of his Enemy, he armed himſelf with his 
deſpair, and with the afſittance of thoſe about him; 
they were both of them very neceflary for his ſafety; 
and the furious Prince of Scythzia laid at him ſo forci- 
bly with his Sword, that he ſtaggered, retiring a- 
mongſt his men, being ready to fall; and he no 
ſooner had quitted the edge of his Boat, but Oro0n- 
aates lzapedin it, and many of his men by that open 
way got in after him;his aim being chiefly at Caſſan- 
der. he cloſed with him in the migſt of all the reſt, 
and ſeizing upon him with a puiſſant arm, lifted him 
up with that force, which was not to be paralleld. 
Go thy waycs ( ſaid he ) cool thoſe flames that make 
thee ſo audacious ;, and with theſe words he p'ung- 
cd him into the River ; neither the reſi/tance of all his 


men, nor that he made by {truggling in his arms, | 
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being able.to hinder him. Caſſanacr ſunk under-the 


| Water, but he preſently came up again, and'ſought 


his fafety by ſwimming ampng thoſe of his party : 
Orcondates could have oppoſed it, if he hadpleaſed, 
but he deſpiſed him; and turning his arms toward 
them, that made head again{t him in the Boat, gave 
him the- leiſure to ſave himſelf in one of thoſe. that 
advanced to his relief, DZy/tmachzs and Prolomens, 
who were engaged with Ar:fon and 1olas,had forced 
their firit refijtance with an admirable valour.z but 
when with a great deal of probability they were in 
hope of the victory, they had been aſſaulted with 
two other Boats, which had not onely retarded their 
deſign, but had alſo put them into a manifeſt dan- 
Ser. 
Eumenes was fighting with Andiagoras, and by 
a happy beginning, made him already fear: the iſſue 
of the combat; and {trong Evander had aſſailed the 
valient A-:azoz: That man, the fierceſt of all his 
Party, diſputed the advantage long againſt the furi- 
ons Thaleſt/ 5, and leaning upon the fide of his Boat 
hindred her entrance with blows, given by a very 
puiſſant hand ; but the ,high ſpirited Queen, whoſe 
choler was raiſed, tothe extremity, by that reſilt- 
ance, grew fo terribly animated, that after having 
made Evanders arms red, with the blood ſhe drew 
from him, by two ſeveral wounds, ſhe ſet her left 
foot upon the edge of his Boat; and her Enemy ha- 
ving itriven in vain to ſtop her with his Sword, op- 
poſed her paſſage by the itrength of his Arm. Tha- 
leſtris coming to cloſe with him, they fell toa very 
dangerous wreſtling ; Evanders forces were not in- 
feriour to the Queens, but his wounds had weakned 
him ; and when he believed he couldmo longer dif- 
pute the victory, he drew as neer to the edge, as 
poſhbly he. could, and holding her faſt embraced, 
let himſelf fall with her into the River ; though they 
were ſo firmly locked in failing, the Water made 
them ſoon let £0 their hold ; and thongh they ſunk 
together, they came up again aſunder, and at fome 
diltance from one another : Evander raiſed up his 
head, as he ſwam, and had no ſooner eſpied his 
Enemy, but he advanced toward her, to finiſh the 
combat, but in that, the advantage was not equal, 
and Evander had itas muchin the Water, as Tha- 
leſtrix could have had by land : He was a very expert 
ſwimmer, and the Queen being ignorant ofthat skill, 
ſtruggled with the Waves, in which, ſhe was like 
quickly tobe overwhelmed, though ſhe had had no 
other Enemy to fight withr; ſhe already had ſwal- 
lowed a great deal of Water, when cruel Evander 
being got to her by ſtrength of arms plunged her 
over head and ears , and haſting to her again, as 
ſoon as he ſaw her. come up, thruſt her head under 
Water a ſecond time, and without doubt, : had an 
intention to have drowned her : That poor Princeſs, 
initead of being able to reſi/thim,having loſt all know- 
ledge,and deſpairing of any ſuccour from thoſe of her 
Boat, who in the mean time had been affaulted by 
two others ; from which (notwithſtaniing /Z:ppoli- 
tas lamentable cryes) it could not poſſibly diſengage 
it ſclf, She was at the extremity of her life, and pit- 
tilcſs Evander, who ſaw the Water itain'd with his 
blood, was going to make an end of ſacrificing her 
to his revenge ; when from one of the Boats, a man 
threw himſelf into the Water, holding a dagrer 1m 
his right hand 3 Stay crvel man(cryed heto Evan- 
der) ſtay. And in pronouncing theſe words, heſwam 
toward him fo ſwiſtly, that he over-tool _— 
ore 
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fore he was able to accompliſh his defign ; and ſcarce - 
| had hehad theleiſure to turn about, when that ſiran- 
Ser being got up to him, ſeized upon the creſt of his 
Cask, with his left hand, and pulling him toward 
him with an exceeding great ſtrength, ſtruck {the 
Dagger with his right, up to the very hilt in his 


throat. Evanaer with that blow loſt this Forces, 
and ſinking into the Water which overwhelmed him, 
vomited out his blood and his life together ; his Con- 
queror thinking no more of him, turned his eyes 
upon poor Thale#tris, who would not have been in 
a condition to receive his help, if it had been defer- 
red but a few minutes longer ; ſhe-was [triving, yet 
faintly, with that little ſtrength ſhe had left ; when 
the ſtranger, raiſing her up with a vigorus arm, laid 
her upon his ſhoulders, and with that burthen ſwam 
through with much adoe, toward his Boat ; he had 
periſhed himſelf, undoubtedly, if it had been much 
further off; But the Boat rowing that way, at his 
cryes, they that were in it, received the Princeſs 
from his armes; and as ſoon as they had drawn her 
into the Boat, he got up after her : Preſently he com- 
manded them to make off from the ſight, and to gain 
theBank by tugging hardat the Oar,to ſet the Queen 
Land ; and the conſideration every one had of that 
Princeſs, having mate him find a great deal of obe- 
dience among them, theyput away to the ſhore, 
with all the haſte that was poſſible. In the mean while, 
the Stranger having taken the Queen into his arms 
again, and liſting her up with her head downward, 
made her void moſt part of the water ſhe had drunk, 
and gave her ſo much eaſe, That having opened 
her eyes, within a little after, ſhe recovered her ſen- 
ces and underſtanding, perfectly, when ſhe was up- 
on the Bank. 
The danger ſhe had ran, coming -immediately in- 
to her mind, ſhe turned toward thoſe that were a- 
bout her, and asked them, by whom, and in what 
manner ſhe had been ſaved ; they told her the truth, 
ina few words, and let her know the Obligation ſhe 
had unto that Stranger : And where is he ( ſaid ſhe, 
-turning her eyes on every fide ) where is he, that 
hath defended my life,with ſo much valor and good- 
neſs? Madam (anſwered they ) As ſoon as ever he 
faw you open your eyes, and begin tocome to your 
ſelf, he went away; and praying us to have a care 
of you, ſince you no longer needed his ſuccor, he 
vaniſhed from our eyes, like lightning. Ah! ( cry- 
ed the Queen at that reply, without doubt he is the 
very ſame, that ſaved my life at the laſt Battel, it is 
either my good Angel, or ſome man ſent from the 
gods, for my preſervation : But the gods forbid, he 
ſhould ſo often eſcape the acknowledgement I owe 
him, and that I ſhould be longer ignorant, to whom 
I amſo often indebted for my life : I will follow thee, 
My miraculous and flying Defender ; and whether 
thou beeſt, god or man, 1 will do all that poſſibly 1 
can, to render thee, either the Sacrifices, or the 


Thanks, that aredue to thy relief. With theſe 


words, riſing from the place where ſhe ſat, after 
having learned, that he could not be very far off, 
and having enquired which way he went, ſhe got up- 
on the firſt Horſe ſhe met with, and gallop'd away, 
to ſeek him by that direction, 

In this interim, the Victory declared it ſelf on 
both ſides, in favour of our Princeſs; Artaxer-xes 
on his, entred A'ceras his Boat, had thrown moſt 
part of the Soldiers over-board, and their Comman- 
der himſelf had not eſcaped death, or impriſonment, 
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| ing: yet did not the Princes judge it neceſſary, to 


Part V5 
if, while his men held that furious Conqueror i 
he had not got into Neoprolemus his Boar, hd 


paſſed near his with a very few Soldiers in it; ang 
which, with much adoe, had ſaved it ſelf by flight, 


fromthe valour of Demetrius, Antigenes and Tex. 


tam, at the ſame time, fled before Oxyartes; and 
Antigonus, and the other Boats, by their example 
fought not any longer ; for they that were left in 
them, ſeeking nothing but their ſafety, rowed as 
hardas ever they were able, toward the City. Ore. 
ondatesand his Companions, had reduced their Ene. 
mies to the like condition ; Cafſander having felt 
his fury, durſt not ſtand him any more ; and after 

having from the Boat in which he had ſaved himſelf 
continued for a while ſome kind of oppoſition, with. 
out coming near that dreadful Enemy, he had at laſt 
turned his Prow toward the Town, leaving his Par. 
ty to the mercy of the Conquerours. Oroondates 
who ſaw him flie, at too great a diſtance to hope to 
overtake him, made him hear his voice, to redouble 
his terrour : ſtay ( cryed he) ſtay Cafſander, re. 
turn not to Roxana, without having exccuted, at 


lealt, ſome part of thy threats : Doſtthou leave O- | 


roondatesalive, thou that ſhouldeſt have ſlain him in 
the midſt of a thouſandSwords?doſt thou now ſhame- 
fully flie before him ? Caſſander, whom this voice 
froze with a thouſand deadly fears, heard ſome of 


theſe words plainly cnough, but he had not the con- | 
fidence to reply, and contenting himſelf with ſaying, , 
tothoſe that were with him, That fortune was con- | 
trary to him at that preſent, and that another time | 


ſhe perhaps would be more favourable ; he made 


them row ſo hard, that he ſaw himſelf quickly ina | 
place of ſafety: Lyſimachus and Prolomerms, were | 
then giving chaſe to Andiagoras and Ariſton, and | 


Tolas had followed his Brother from the beginning 
of his flight. There wasa great deal of blood ſhed 
in thatdefeat ; and if the conquering Princes had not 
been merciful in their victory, it would have been 
far more bloody than it was; Yet was it not ſo 
light, but thatin both places there were ſlain above 
Fifteen hundred of the Enemies ; whoſe bodies 
were ſeen floating upon the River and whoſe blood 
had altered the conlour of the water, for many Fur- 
longs. | | 

The Conquerors attempted not to enter the Town 
after the fugitives, knowing wel}, that they could 
not poſſibly land, that the cauſies, which bordered 
the River, and which were bordered with Soldiers, 
were of height, little different from that of the walls; 
and that beſides, their number was too ſmall to go 
and engage themſelves, among ſo many thouſand 
men, wherewith the City was defended. They re- 
turned out of Bow-ſhot, toward their workmen, 
who had already done a great deal of work ; and ac- 
cording to the notice the Princes gave each other of 
their ſucceſs, it was found, that they had conquered 
both, almoſt at the ſame time, and with an event but 
little different ; yet did the victory coſt them Five 
or {ix hundred of their men ; But of all the confide- 
rable Commanders, there was none wounded, ex- 
cept Antigonw inthe left arm, and Exmenes inthe 
ſhoulder. 

The Bridges were in a very good forwardneſs, 
but the reſt of the day was not enough to finiſh 
them, and they were confident, That the Enemies 


forces, who had ſtirred from the other Bank, would . 


not ſuffer them to be made an end of, without fight- 


ſtay 


UN = © 


Lc z& 


—”= 9 ©o wa Oo©&tnQ 


Sa h,qg oo — Ic © ts a> O* tk my wy ty wy ak win hly ay AY 4 


my mln on 


I > Re. lj V2 Rs 37G. 


* © 


WW aw” T7 png mis F535 gG& T& TD 4Yy 


Book IT. CASSANDRA. 495 


ſtay longer upon the River ; and ſo leaving certain 
Boats for a guard, between the Town andthe Work- 
men, to keepthem from being aſſaulted inthe night, 
which they were to ſpend wholly in continuing their 
work, They went a ſhoar to reit themſeives, after 
the labour they had undergone that painfull day. 
Berenice received her Brother, and her Lo- 
'ver , with the tranſports of her ordinary af- 
feftion: Deidamia, BHarlina, and her ſiſters, 
appeared no leſs joyful than ſhe, for that good ſuc- 
ceſs; and all the Camp welcomed the Victorious 
Princes, with acclamations and rejoycings : They 

ve order to have the bodies ſought of the princi- 

al men, that had bee ſlain in that ſervice, to pive 
them another burial than that of fiſhes bellies ; they 
cauſed thoſe that were wounded to be drefied, and 
by ſome ſacrifices, returned thanks unto the Gods 
for ſo favourable an event. Then they commanded 
our Forces to make the deſcent when the Bridges 
ſhould be finiſhed : under the the conduct of Deme- 
triw, Alexander, and Menelaw, young Princes, 
who defired that occaſion, to make themſelves fa- 
mous, and it was granted them ; not having thought 
it neceſſary, That all the Princes ſhould return thi- 
ther, as they had done then, unleſs the iflue ſhould 
oblige them toit: Only Thaleſtris was wanting in 
that brave aſſembly ; H:ppolira, Menalippa, and the 
reſt of her women enquired for her, with great ear- 
nelineſs, and great apprehenſions; and Oroondates 
and Zerenice, were no leſs troubled than they, to 
know what was become of her ; at lait there were 
Souldiers found, who told them of her adventure, 
and having related all that paſſed, and with what 
haſt ſhe was run after the track of that ſtranger, to 
whom ſhe was indebted for her life, delivered them 
from their fears, and cauſed many to take Horſeto 
follow her. 

In the mean while, that fair Princeſs rode with 
great diſquiets inqueſt of her valiant defender, and 
asking news of him, from all ſhe met, by the to- 
kens that had been given her, ſhe learnt as ſhe went 
out of the Camp, That he had been ſeen to get upon 
a Horſe, which a man hcld ready for kim without 
the Line,and that he went croſs the Fields towards a 
wood, that appeared about Thirty or forty Furlongs 
off,on the left hand : The Queen obſerved ſome track 
of Horſes on that ſide,that was ſhewn her,and re- 
ſolved to follow it, with ſome hope of ſucceſs in the 
ſearch ſhe went about. Muſt my ill fortune (ſaid 
ſhe) raake me owe my life to a man ſo often, with- 
out being able to teſtifie ſome acknowledgement for 
my ſafety ? But(ſaid ſhe again) perchance it is not a 
man, whom 1 am obliged to for it : This ſuccor, I 


have twice received in ſo great a neceſſity , hath | 


ſomething in it that is miraculous, and I ought rather 
to believe, that it is a god, that it is the protecting 
angel of the Amazones come down from heaven to 
fave my life in thoſe extremities. The ſuddenneſs, 
of what he did in my favour, and the ſuddenneſs, 
wherewith he twice hath vaniſhed from our eyes, 
markes out ſomething of divinity ; and if it had been 
a man, he neither would have ſhunned my thanks, 
nor the praiſes due to him for ſuch gallant actions, 
Although ſhe ſpake theſe words, ſhe was not with- 
out ſome ſuſpicion it might be Oroxtes and that was 
it, rather than any other motive, that made her ſo 
eager to find him out. But ( continued ſhe with a 
ſigh) what if it ſhould be, my cruel, my ingrateful, 
my injurious Orontes ? And, what if that repenting 


Prince, for the expiation of his crimes, ſhould have 
ſought occaſion to ſatisfie me by ſervices, which he 
hath fo uſually rendred me ? What kind of fprtune 
would mine be ? and, what reſolution ſhoulal take ? 
Should | pardon him, that cruel man, who hath uſed 
me ſo unworthily, and ſo outrageouſly ? Who, af- 
ter having had the poſſeſſion of my heart, forſook 
me, asa perſon not worthy of his affection? and 
who by his letters, and his words, hath indeavour- 
cd to fix aneverlaſting infamy upon my rep. tation ? 
But (went ſhe on preſently after) ſhould I not pardon 
my lovely Orichia, who gave me ſo brave, and ſo 
dear aſſurances of her firſt affeQtion ; who was faul- 
ty only by error ? who offended me only by an ex- 
ceſs of love ; And who gave ſo great and ſo impor- 
tant reparations for her offence ? She had ſome o- 
ther diſcourſes with her ſelf, full of irreſolution, 
when ſhe entred into the Wood, that had been ſhew- 
ed her, and there upon the green ſwarth ſhe loft 
that track, ſhe had followed, and wandred about a 
great while among the Trees, That Wood had 
ſomething more wild and ſavage in it than others, 


ſolitary humor: The Trees were of an exceſſive 
height, and with age were almoſt covered with 
Moſs andlIvy ; their tufted Branches caſt a ſhade, 
which even at high noon, defended a Sfeat' of the 
ground from the ſuns moſt piercing Beams, among 
the Trees one might ſee many pieces of Rock over- 
grownalſo with Moſs, and for the moſt part drop- 
ping with a clear Water, which moyſtened the 
Graſs round about them, and which with the help of 
certain little Springs, turned inſenbly into a little Ri- 
vulet: The place was rugged and unfit for walking, 
as well by reaſon of the Rocks, as of thick Bryars 
and Buſhes, that ſtopt the paſſage, and ſhewed, it 
was but very little frequented. The Princeſs roved 
about a while, where it was paſſable, with leaſt in- 
conveniency ; and though ſhe was almoſt out of 
hope,ſhe found ſome pleaſure (nevertheleſs) in viſit- 
ing a place ſo unfrequented, and fo conformable to 
that penſive humour ſhe had long been in. The 
Woed was of a large extent, and ſhe ſpent ſome 
time in ſearching through a good part of it, atlaſt ſhe 
came to a little Brook, where her wearineſs and 
ſome incommodity ſhe felt by the wetneſs of her 
Cloaths, and the water ſhe had ſwallowed that day, 
conſtrained her to alight, and to take a little reſt up- 
on the Graſs: Her deep muſings kept her there ſo 
taken up, that ſhe ſpent almoſt an hour, ere ſhe was 
aware; at laſt remembring the deſign, that had 
brought her into that Wood, and looking on which 
ſide ſhe ſhould continue her ſearch, ſhe perceived a 
thing, ſhe had not taken notice of before;ſhe from the 
edge of the Brook,a good way intothe wood,on that 
ſide where ſhe had not been, obſerved that the Graſs 
was trampled down by the treading of Men and 
Horſes, which ſeemed to have worn a kind of path, 
and thereby ſne ſuſpected, that place to be inhabited 
by ſome body, who for the uſe of that Rivulet, had 
beaten that little way, bv having often gone it. She 
began to ſettle in that belief, witen ſhe heard a noiſe, 
and looking round about, ſaw a Horſe coraing trot- 
ting down that path ; he had a Saddle on his back, 
but was without either Bridle or Halter, and toffing 
up his head, and neighing at ſight of the Amazon's 
Horſe; he came unto the Brook, where he drunk 
quicily of the Water, that rouled along certain 
little Flints, and when his thirſt was quenched, w 
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and was more ſuitable than ordinary,to a melancholy, . 
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took the ſame path again, asa way that was uſual | 


to him. At this fight, the fair Amazone no longer 
donbtgd, but that ſhe in that place might find what 
ſhe was ſeeking for ; bur ſhe felt beatings at her 
heart, and inward diſturbances, that preſaged ſome 
extraordinary encounter. She was already upon her 
legs, and when ſhe ſaw the Horſe go away, Ah! 
Glorious beaſt ( cryed ſhe )if it be true, that thou 
ſerveſt my valiant deliverer, ſtay for me, and be 
my guide to bring me to thy Maſter. Saying theſe 
words, ſhe took her own, and getting haſtily upon 
him, paſſed over the Rivulet, and rode along the 
path, after the Horſe ſhe ſaw before her: She had 
the better conveniency to do ſo, becauſe that Horſe 
hearing hers to follow him, according to the nature 
of thoſe Creatures, ſtaid his coming up, and came 
ſo near the Queen as gave her means to obſerve his 
colour, ſtature, and the Saddle that was upon him ; 
it was black, as he himſelf was; his ſize was large 
and tail, but he was lean, and very ill dreſſed, and 
by the condition he was in, ſhewed plainly enough, 
that he ſerved a Maſter taken up with other care, 
than that he ought to have had of him. The Quecn 
having looked on him a while, after two or three 
fighs forced from her Breaſt by certain thoughts 
wherewith ſhe was then aſſaulted ; could it be poſ- 
ſible ( ſaid ſh:: } that thou ſhouldeſt belong to my in- 
grateful and my lovely Orozres ? She durit ſay no 
more at that rime being uncertain what to wiſh ; but 
Putting on before ner, -the went after him in the way 
he led her, full of doubt, hope, fear and confuſion, 
He never ſtrayed out of hislittle path, and the Queen 
having followed it two or three hundred paces, ſaw 
it end atthe foot a Rock, hidden in the moiſt gloomy 
and defart part ofthe Wood, and encomj... Jed with 
many Brambles, and craggy Stones, which made 
the acceſs to it very rough and difficult, The Prin- 
ceſs having gone a little about it, perceived throvgi, 
certain Branches, a hole at the foot of the Rock; and 
Czeing that it was juſt there, the path was lot, ſhe 
doubted not but it was the retreat of him ſhe ſought, 
or at leaſt, that of the maſter of the Horſe, which 
had guided her, and which having no further to go, 
fed there at liberty without wandering. 

As ſoon as the Queen, judged, that ſo hideous a 
place, and a Cave, which ought onely to have been 
the Denof Beaſts, was at that time the dwelling of 
2 man, ſhe believed, thateither he mult neceſſarily 
be in ſome ſtrange misfortune, or dejected with 
ſome exceſſive grief;butwhen that from that thought 
ſhe paſſed to a belief, that that ſolitary man was her 
Orentes, ſhe fell into a ſence of pitty that mollified 
her, and made her xeccive thoſe firſt marks of his re- 
pentance, for a full reparation. Ah! ( ſaid ſhe ) if 
it were true, that the remorſe of his fault, had re- 
duced Orontes to this lamentable manner of life, 1 
ſhould be harder than this Rock, under which, he 
hath choſen his abode, if by theſe effects of his re- 


pentance, Iſhould not be perfectly ſatisfied. She 


wavered then a few moments in the reſolution ſhe 
ſhould take ; her reſentment, againſt Oronres, made 
her fear to meet himin the perſon of him ſhe ſought 
for, and the remainders of her love, made her to 
"deſire it; In the end, whether it werea motion of 
gratitude toward the perſon to whom ſhe was in- 
debted for her life, or a motion of love and pity to- 
ward Orontes, ſhe reſolved to clear her doubts of 
that adventure, and to ſeek even into his Grot for 


him ; who, either for ſome great misfortune, or | 
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peradventure for the love of her, had choſen ſuch a 
diſmal retirement, She was afraid, that he, who 
twice already had fled ſo ſuddenly from her preſence 

ſhould get away the third time, unleſs ſhe could ſur. 
prize tim: And in this conceit, deſiring to make as 
little noiſe as could be poſſible, ſhe went to alight 
a good way off, and having tyed her Horſe to cer. 
tain Boughs, ſhe walked on foot toward theentrance 
of that Cave : There ſhe beheld the Graſs ſo trodden, 
that ſhe no. longer:doubted,but it was inhabited ; and 
after havitg yet diſputed with her ſelf awhile,ſhe en. 


tred, full;offear, into that ſad abode ; ſhe was fain to 


{top at the going in,but after ſhe hadgone-not many 
{teps,ſhe found that the Vault enlarged it ſelf, &grow. 
ing wider, by little and little, made at laſt a reaſon. 
able ſpacious hollownefle, Through the top of the 
Rock, there wasa Clift, that gave light enough jn- 
to the Cave, to diſcern all objects, and by it the 
Amazone taking heart, and caſting her eyes on e- 
very ſide, ſaw that there was no body in it; but ſhe 
perceived things that made her know it was inha- 
bited : the firſt that preſented it ſelf unto her ſight, 
was, a ſuit of Armes hung upon a ſnag of the Rock, 


and having her hands upon them, as ſoon as her eyes, . 


the took them down from the place where they 
were, to look upon them by a greater light; they 
were all blak, except in certain places, where they 
were ſpotted with Blood, and the Plume of the Cask 
ſcemcd to have been lately wet, When the Queen 
ſaw that, ſhe doubted no more, whether.they were 
the Arms of her Defender; but after ſhe had eyed 
them, for ſome time, with very confuſed thoughts, 
ſhe put chem in their place again, toviſit the other 
parts of that ſilent Grot, which might give her a more 
certain knowledge of what ſhe ſought. In one of 
the Corners ſhe ſaw two little Beds, which could 


not be accuſed of delicacy, and which by their form . 


ard matter, made appear how little love they bore 
unto thermſeives who took their relt in ſuch a lodg- 
ing; they were of Leaves and Turf, and the ſides 
were partly made of Ofier, and partly of ſeverall 
Bouz.hs interwoven ina carcleilſe faſhion. Upon a flat 


of the Rock there lay certain wilde fruits, which - 


probably ſerved for the nouriſhment of the Inhabi- 
tants” of that Cave, ſome of them one might ſee 
were lately gathered, and thereby the Queen con- 
jectured, that they that brought them thither could 
not be far off; but when ſhe caſt her eyes once more 
upon thoſe fruits, and upon thoſe uncaſie Beds, and 
that ſhe imagined they were the Lodging and the 
Food of poor Oroxtes; it was impoſſible for her to 
with-hold hertears, which preſently forcing the re- 
ſiſtance ſhe made againit them, bedewed her Cheeks 
with a plentifull ſhower, Ah ! ( ſaid ſhe) If for me, 
Orontes hath choſen this abode, if he lie but upon 
ſuch a Bed ; if helive but on ſuch homely fare ; and 
in ſhort, if for me, he ſuffers all that theſe ſignes 
make me conjecture he does, Inever ſhould be par- 
donable for having reduced himto fo deplorable an 
extreamity. But ( ſaid ſhe again) I have undercone 
as conſiderable ſufferings for him; 1 have run through 


Europe and Aſia; 1 for him have expoſcd my ſelf* 


to a thouſand dangers; and for him | have paſſed 
many as reitleſs nights as his ; But ( added ſhe ) that 
which my hatred made me ſuffer for him, his love 
makes him ſuffer now for me ; and if I ſought him 
to take away his life, he ſeeks me orcly, that he 
might ſave mine, and flies me onely for fear of offend- 
ingme, Dear marks of the repentance and fidelity 
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of poor Orontes ( continued ſhe, turning towards 
thole objects, that had ſoftned her ) If you be wit- 
zeſſes of his conſtancy, and of his remorſe, you are 
ſo likewiſe of my grief, and of ti;e reſolution I take 
before you , to reltore him, with the pardon of his 
offence, the poſſeſſion of whatſoever he had lo!t in 
my affection. Scarce had ſhe ſaid theſe words, when 
ſhe was ſorry ſhe had engaged her ſelf ſo far, but 
when ſhe was going to recal them,ſhe was croſſed by 
another thought that made her alter her diſcourſe. 
And,who hath told me (cried ſhe again) that he 1 ſeek 
and that he I think I haye found, is Oroantes ? What 
sfurance, and what teſtimony have | received of it ? 
it becauſe he came twice to my relief ? Is it becauſe 
hefled from me, by reaton of my having forbidden 


himto ſee me any more ? 1s it becauſe by this ſad and - 


auſtere manner of life, he expreſſes the affliction of 
his heart ?- Ah! Thaleftris, How light are theſe con- 
jectures ? are there not other men beſides Orontes, 
and even in thine own Party, generous enough to 
have ſuccoured thee? Modeſtenough to flie the glory 


of thoſe noble Actions? And perhaps ajicted enough - 


tohave choſea this retreat? It by thy tir{t conjectures, 
thou wert afraid to meet him,fear now.that thouwert 
afraid to no purpoſe; and believe, that thy ili fortune, 
will be but too careful to keep that from thee, which 
thou thoughteit had been too near, She ſpake on this 
manner, and began to be diſquieted by this Jait con- 
ceit : when ſhe heard two inen talking near the en- 
trance of theCave,ſhe (tartedat that noiſe;but though, 
ſhe doubted not, but they were the inhabiters of that 
forrowfull place, ſhe was not willing to ſhew her ſc1f, 
till he had obſerved them alittle, if poſſibly ſhe could; 
and with that intent, caſting her eyc toward the hol- 
loweſt part of the Rock, ſhe ſaw a cie't wide enough 
to receive her, in which, by reaſon of the darkneſs of 
the place, ſhe might ſtay ſome time without being 
diſcovered : She no ſooner had found it, but ſh:ſtept 
in, and had hardly taken her {tition, when ſhe ſaw 
enter two men, and tye two men, whom by thelittle 
light that obſcure Grot aflorded, ſhe inſtantly knew 
tobe really Oroxtes, and his faithful CZa/carrs. She 
ſhivered at that ſight,though the was almo!t prepared 
for it.and was not able to judge of a long time, whe- 
ther ſhe ſhould be glad or ſorry for her fortune, if ihe 
had followed the motions of her love, ſhe had run 
with open Arms to her dear 0-0ztes,to aſſure him of 
pardon, before ſhe give him time to asK it; and if 
the had hearkened to. her reſentments, ſhe had gone 
tohim with reproaches; but ſhe then was miltreſs of 
them both ; and whether it were. that her ſilence and 


I : 
but he threw himſe'f upon his Bed, and Leſcar:s be- 
ing ſet down upon the fide of his, after he had a while 
beheld the ation of his maiter, who tumbled himſelf 
in his leaves, with ſighs which ſuthciently teitified 
his cruel diſquiets;Sir ( ſaid he )after having received 
thoſe favours of the gods, which they have done you, 
you cannot without incenſing them again!t you, per- 
ſevere in a life ſo different from that of men ; and the 
complacency I have ſhewed to your commands, 
ought to ceaſe now, by the reaſons I have to alledge 
again(t thein - So long as your offences were without 
reparation, an1 that you had reaſon to believe the 
Queen was not ſarisfied,] a3hered in all things to your 
will, though it brought you to ſuch {trange extremi- 
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ties; and knowing thenature of your love, I never 
wondered at the things you do, aſter thoſe I have ſeen 
you do in former times; but now that by moſt particu- 
lar, and as it were miraculous favours, the Heavens 
have permitted you twice togive thatPrinceſs her life, 
whom you had oftended onely by your error and that 
by ſo great and ſo important a reparation, you have 
undoubtedly appealed her ; Why 69 wenot forſake 
this life, which is unworthy of you, to go and receive 


' a pardon, which you have ſo well deſerved,and which 


will eaſily be granted you?Do you think the Queen is 
leſs ſenſible of ſuch obligations than ſhe was of inju- 
ries? And that being prepoſſeſſed as ſhe is, with ſo po- 
werful an inclinationto you, ſhe can behold you, as 
bim that oftended hex by an exceſs of jealouſie and 
love, without.beholding you,as that Orithia that was 
ſo dear to her; as that Oroxntes, that hath done her ſo 
many ſervices; and as that Orontes,to whom, ſince his 
laſt misfortune, ſhe is doubly indebted for her life 7 
Laſcaris ſpake on thi: manner, and perchance would 
have continued his diſcourſe, ifhis Maſter, after many 
ſighs. had not interrupted him, Ah ! Laſcars (ſaid he) 
how blind does thy atfeCtion make thee in my affairs, 
and how little doe!t thou know the condition of my 
preſent fortune! thou art no leſs deceived, than have 
been,it thou believelt that my crimes can be expiat- 


ed by light reparations,and that I may hope for par- . 


don from my Queen, becauſe | have done ſomething 
for her ſafety ; my offences are above all ſatisfaQti- 
ons,and that which Thule 5r:s owes to her honour un- 
worthily defamed, ought never to ſuffer her to re- 
member Oroztcs,but to hate and todetelt him ; ſome 
ſmaller fault might perhaps have been repaired by 
the things I have done to ſerve her ; but aſter the 


extremities I have flown into againſt her,thoughTha= 


le5Fris would pardon me, I could never pardon my 
ſelf : My crimes were worthy of a thouſand deaths, 
and | ſhould certainly have ſought by death, to eaſe 
te torments of my conſcience, it I had not thought 
that inthe occaſions of war, in which my Princeſs ha- 
Zards her ſelf everyday, I might find ſome means to 
do her ſervice: | have been ſo happy as to effect what 


[ defired,by the favour the gods have granted me,and- 
by the care I had to tie my ſelf to her conſervation, 


the onely thing for which I lived : now, that by theſe 
forturare encounters,] am alittle more at quiet,I ſhall 
dye with leſs affliction than if my crimes had been the 
lateſt actions of my life ; it hath pleaſed Heaven,that 
theſe lait days ofxt, havenot been uſeleſs to my Prin- 


ceſs,and ſince ſhe hat" drawn all the ſervice ſhe could . 


hope for from it,I ſhall give it up now, without other 
trouble than that of having rendered it unworthy of 
the fortune to which ſhe once had deſtined it. What 
<ir (replied the ſorrowful Laſcars ) after what you 
have done for Thaleſtris, will you not have the confi- 
dence to ca{t your ſelf at her feet,to ask her a pardon 
which you have fo well dceſerved,and to lt her know, 
tac lince you were criminal toward her, ycu have faved her 
lif-, borch by Land and by Water ? He made a ſtop ar thete 
words, as 10 exp: an anſwer, hut ſeeing thar h1z Maſter, it; 
ſtead cf replying, contenred himſelf co reſtine by ſhaking his 
head, thic he was nor in a condition ro make uſe of kis ad- 


vice; Arleaſt, Sir, (went he on) if you wanr courage in - 


this occaſton, you that never wanr*d it in any orher, of the 
oreareſt danger ; if you have nor holdneſs enough to preſence 
your ſe'f before exaſperated Thaleſtzis, and ro Jabour in your 
own bchalt.for a reconciliation wi:h her.give me Commilſton 
ro do ir, I may perhaps perform the buſinets with more dexe 
terity rhan- you believe; T will addreſs my ſelf ro Hippolita, 
who was ever very aff<Ctionate to you, I will addref: my 
{clf1o Prince Ornondates, who hath promiſed you his affiſt. 
ance, and who js obliged by ncearncis of Alliance, 
and many other conſiderations, to pive it you; and in fine, 
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will manage your intereſt in ſuch ſort, that your for- 
tune ſhall perchance be better than ever it was, and 
that you ſhall joyfully diſpoſe your ſelf to quit this 
diſmal habitation, where we ſeem to have laid aſide 
humanity, and live like ſavage Beaſts : This ſtrange 
life, and this ſtrange diet you feed upon, hath changed 
you ſo already,that you are hardly to be known: you 
have loft all the freſhneſs of your colour, your health- 
ful looks,and the better part of your ſtrength;and if in 
this laft combat,you had enough toexecute the things 
you did there,it was from your love you drew it, ra- 
ther than from that lean and weakned body, which 
falls away,and decayes every moment, and which 
' tends molt viſiblyto the grave. Laſcars brought forth 
theſe words with tears, wherewith Orontes was tou- 
ched; but it was not on the faſhion he defir:d, as he 
quickly made appear by his diſcourſe. Thou cant not 
O Laſcaris,(ſaid he) tell me any news,more pleaſing 
than that I have now received from thee,nor give me 
notice that I am near my grave without giving me a 
oreat deal of contentment ; How great ſoever my 
crime hath been, it makes my deſtiny glorious, fince 
indying for its expiation,I have the glory to dye alſo 
for ThaleFtrts;that is the aim, lever propoſed unto my 
 Felf, through the whole courſe of my life, and in my 
utmoſt miſery,l ſhall attain to that advantage,which [I 
'aſpired to in my greateſt fortune : My ſoul is but too 
fait united to this wretched body,which it would fain 
abandon, and no longer ſuffers but with ſhame, the 
company of this accomplice of its crimes; it is true, 
that in this deſarr, we leada life excecding different 
from other men, but alſo I ought no longer to be coun- 
ted amongſt men,l who have made my ſelf unworthy 
of that name,and whono longer can without horrour 
endure the light ofthe Sun,which they rejoyce in : all 
that I find moſt ſtrange and moſt troubleſome to me, 
in my condition,is,that I have thee for a companion in 
my afflictions,and that I make thee bear thy part of 
my puniſhment ; thee, who hadſt no part at all in my 
offence, and who haſt been faulty in nothing, but in 
having too obſtinately tied thy ſelf to the fortune of a 
miſerable man,and of a man that is hated of the gods; 
but Laſcaris,thou knoweſt that nothing but thine own 
wilfulneſs hath reduced thee to this miſery,and that 1 
have ſollicited thee a thouſand times.to quit this hide- 
ous dwelling,and to retire thy ſelf, where thou might- 
eſt ſpend thy dayes more pleaſing. That which com- 
forts me for thee,in the ſad condition of our life,is,that 
thy ſufferings will not now laſt much longer, I have 
but few more dayes to linger out; and after thou 
haſt cloſed mine eyes, and covered my body with a 
little earth,thou mayeſt go home with a perfect ſatis- 
faction,and with a perfect glory,for having ſerved thy 
maſter to the end, with an imviolable fidelity; yet does 
there remain one ſervice for thee to do me, after my 
death,and then it is thatI conſent,nay,and deſfire,thou 
ſhouldit preſent thy ſelf unto Tha/eſtri-,and that thou 
ſhould{t endeavour to obtain that pardon from her, 
which then I may handſomly demand ; ſhe then will 
hearkento thee by the interceſſion of H:ppol:ra, and 
by that of Prince2roondates,& perhaps will not beſo 
obdurate, but that the recital of my death,may make 
her caſt away ſome part of her juſt reſentments. O- 
70xtes brought forth theſe words in ſo dolefal a man- 
ner,that a heart of Adamant would have been touched 
with compaſſion;and that of Thaleſtris was ſo molli- 
fied, thatafter having permited her tears to overflow 
with violence. her conſtancywas utterly at an end,and 
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dye (cryed ſhe) you ſhall not dye,my dear Orithia . | 


coming haſtily out of her dark ſtation, You ſhall not 


T haleſtrs pardons you without dying, and T haleſtry 
will not have your death, for the reparation of your 
faults. Oronres quite beſides himſelf,at theſe words, at 
the tone of the voice, and at the ſight of his Princeſs, 
ſtarted ſuddenly from his Bed, and at ſo unexpected 
an adventure,fell into ſo ſtrange an aſtoniſhment,that 
his ſoul loſt the greateſt part of its functions, and ofz 


long time he was not in a condition to know, what he 


ſhould believe,or what refolution he ſhould take; yet 
did he look unmovedly upon Thaleſtris,and finding in 


her face thoſe lineaments,which were deeply graven | 


within his heart, his ſurpriſe and his amazcment,made 
him abſolutely uncapable of doing any thing : At laſt, 
he threw himſelf down before her, while ſhe ſtrove 
to ſtop a torrent of tears, that had deprived her of 
the uſe of ſpeech : and lying proſtrate at her very 
fect, without daring to lift his eyes up to her face; 
If you be ſome god{ſaid he)whom my ſorrowful for- 
tune hath drawn from heaven, into this diſmal habita- 
tion, your pitty is unworthily beſtowed upon the 


moſt criminal of all men living ; and if you are the di. 


vine Thaleſtris, to whom I offered my adorations, 


while I was leſs guilty, I now am altogether unwor- | 
thy to behold you. The Queen, who had recovered | 
her ſelf a little by the violence ſhe had uſed, and who | 
no longer wavered in the reſolution ſhe was to take, } 
put forth her hands to have helped him up,and look- | 
- ing upon him with a countenance quite appeaſed; I | 
am T haleſtr :5 (ſaid ſhe) but Thaleſtris, who was leſs |} 
ſenſible of the wrongs you did me, than I am of your | 
laſt ſervices,and ofthe marks of your repentance: If | 
I ſought you heretofore,to give youa death, whichin | 


my epinton you had merited,I ſeek you now to give 
you a life, which you have gained unto your ſelf, by 


having preſerved it - I live by your aſſiftance,and you | 


ſhall live by my defire,fince your death would now 
be mine,and that you have but too much ſatisfied me 
without dying. Theſe words penetrated ſo far into O- 
rontes,and produced ſuch ſudden, and ſuch powerfull 
effects in him, that in a happineſs ſo little expeed, 
his joy was like to have done that in a moment, whick 
his grief had not beenable to do in many dayes. He 
with all his force, reſiſted the 'vehemence of thoſe 


motions that tranſported him beyord himſelf,and en> } 


bracing the knees of that fair Queen, with raptures 


which ſhe eaſily underſtood ; Ah! (ſaid he) you are } 


my divine Thaleſtris,] know you now by theſe mira- 
culous marks,and no body but Thaleftris could have 


made me paſs in an inftant from the grave to this ſu- | 


preme felicity : Ungrateſul Orontes does now ſuffid- 


ently underſtand the exceſs of his ingratitude,and that | 


of your cceleſtial goodneſs, but ſince,that without hor- 
ror you can endure this monſter,ſuch as he is,and that 
compaſſion is ſtronger in your heart than juſtice, what 
puniſhment will you ordain this guilty man, to ſettie 


him again in thar eſtate,from which, his crimes have | 


thrown him? where will you find torments, that cat 
expiatea part of them ? In ſhort, as full of goodneſs 


as you are,where will you find enough to blot out | 
their remembrance ? Orexres brought forth theſe | 


words, keeping ſtill upon his knees, whatſoever po- 
wer the Queen could uſe to make him to riſe ; but 
in fine, being reſolved to draw him out of that woful 
condition, and to take all matters of affliction away 
from him; ] command you (faid ſhe) to forget your 
faults, ſince I have loft the memory of them,and that 
you have made amends for them, but too fully, 


by your lat actions : 1 command you to leave 
(his 
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this abode, unworthy of you, to ſeek a more delight- 
ful company among the Princes who ejteem you : 
And finally,l command you totake that place again, 
which you heretofore poſſeſſed-in my affection, and 
with it all thoſe hopes which you had loit. As ſhe 
ended theſe words, ſhe conſtrained him to rife, and 
fortunate Oronres takings then the liberty to kiſs one 
of her fair hands : How unjulit are you (ſaid he) to 
ſhew ſuch tavour to ſo guilty a perſon | And how my 


ſufferings ought to be envied, ſince they end in ſo 


Jorious a confuſion ! Such was the reconciliation of 
theſe two lovers, whom too violent reſentments had 
ſeparated for ſo many years ; and this re- union was 


fo ſweet to them, that it ſeemed as if Heaven had. 


conſented to that breach, for no other end, but that 
after ſuch ſenſible afflictions, their happineſs might 
be the more perfect and entire. Ororres,who ſaw 
his fortune ſodifferent from what it had been a few 
moments before, had much ado to comprehend that 
admirable chance : Thaleſtris who ſaw her'ſelf deli- 
vered from thoſe torturing diſquiets, which had ſo 
long made war againſt her, and who found in her 
dear Orontes as great a fidelity as ſhe cou'd wiſh, was 
in an extaſie of joy, little inferiour-to his; and even 
Laſcar:s, who with his Maſters condition, ſaw his 
own ſo advantageouſly changed, could not contain 
the exceſs of his gladneſs; and having caſt himſelf at 
the Queens fect, as ſoon as his Matter allowed him 
todo fo, received from her the acknowledgments that 
were due to ſo faithful a ſervant, 

The Queen would not ſuffer Orontes to tarry lon- 


ger in that melancholly Cave, but commanding La- 


ſcars to goand make ready Horſes,ſhe needs would 
have Oroates put on his Armes immediately in her 
preſence. Never had Laſcarzs received any com 

mand more joyfully than that, nor ever did Captive, 
that had langu:ſhed ten years in Irons, receive the 
news of his liberty with a more perfect contentment. 
Orontes was armed, and the horſes realy in a little 
time ; and the fair Queen leading that ſolitary lover 
by the hand out of his gloomy Cave, appeared in 
that action, not inuch citferent from Hercules,when 
he drew his deareſt Theſczz5 out of the black and hor- 
rid dungeons of Hell. Aithough Orontes left his 
Grot without unwillingneſs ; yet conld he not go a- 


I way, without looking back upon it with ſome at- 


feion : If it were in my power (ſaid he) favourable 
Cave I would conſecrate thee to the goddeſs of Love, 
asthe place where the moſt paſſionate of all Lovers, 
hath received the greateſtand the molt glorious of 
all fortunes : May it pleaſe the gods, thou never 
ſerve for a Den of Lions and Tygers; and may- 
elt thou never be polluted nor prophaned, after hav- 
ing been the temple of thoſe adorations, which I have 
paid to my divine Thaleftris, The Queen accuſed 
Orontes of impiety for theſe laſt words, but ſhe par- 
doned all, in regard of his paſſion ; and at the ſame 
time getting on horſeback, they croſſed through the 


Wood, by a way wel] known te Oronres, and rode + 


toward the Camp, when the Sun was upon the point 
of ſetting ; but before they were out of the Wood, 
Thaleſiris,who knew not in what manner,and in wiat 
Countrey Orontes had paſſed his life fince his depar- 
ture out of Cappdocia, being defirous to learn ſome- 
thing of it ; It is not juſt (ſaid ſhe) that I ſhould be 
ignorant on what faſhion you have lived ſince you 
forſook us; let me entreat you therefore, to give 
me ſome account of it, during the way we have to 
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pleaſed to deſire it, and that you have already par- 
doned my faults, I will refreſh the memory of them, 
by a brief recital of my life, which I ſhall give you 
in a few words, as well becauſe there hath befalicn 
me nothing of great importance, as becauſe in ſo 
ſhort a way, we have but little time to ſpend in it, 
but being I ſhall have the happineſſe to be near 
you, I will recount the particularities of it more at 
large, whenſoever you ſhall be p:caſed to command 
me. 


The Hiſtory of Orontes 


Was in Coppadocia, where I had the horour to 
command your Army, under the name and habit 
of Orithia, and where by ſome fortunate ſuc- 

ceſſes, Ihad already ſecured the tranquillity of your 
Frontier, when Arerhuſa, one of the principal among 
thoſe women that had command inthe Army,and one 
of thoſe whom you moſt eſteemed, being one da 

come into my Chamber, with more haſte than ordi- 
nary : Madam (ſaid ſhe) I mcan to be the firit that 
ſhall tell you a pleaſing news, unleſs perhaps ſome 
other body have prevented me. Iopened my ears 
at theſe fir{t words,and natural curioſity having mov- 
ed me to preſs her, that I might hear the buſineſs ; 
We have hitherto been ignorant (purſued ſhe) for 
whatdeſign our Queen was gone trom Themiſcira, 
in ſo gallant an equipage, but I come now from learn- 
ing the truth of it, and you ſhall know, that being 
obliged by our Laws to give us a Queen, that may 
ſuccecd after her death,and not being willing to bring 
into the world a daughter,that ſhould be unworthy of 
her, ſhe diſdained all her neighbors, to caſt her 
thoughts upon the greatelt man in the world ; and 
hearing that Alexander, the Conquerour of all the 
Earth,was come near unto Hyrcania, ſhe is gone to 
meet him.there to demand an inheritrix,who accord- 
ing to the greatneſs of both Father ani Mother, can- 
not chuſe but be a marvellous perſon. Although I 
ought not to have given credit ſo lightly to that re- 
port, yet was. I ſo touched with it, that my face be- 
came exceeding pale; and Jrecrhuſa perceiving it, 
asked me preſently the reaſon ; 1 find my ſelf a litt'e 
111 (ſaid I,endeavouring to diſſemb!e my thoughts. as 
well as poſſibly I could) but that need not hinder you 
from telling me from whom you had this news, and 
what certainty you have of it, Two friends of mine 
(replied Arethuſa ) that are come unto the Camp, 
not above two hours ago, aſſured me of it, andit 
15a thing ſo fully confirmed in Themi/c:ra, that no 
body any longer,doubts of ſuch a truth. Itis enough 
(anſwered [} I bear as greata ſhare in your content- 
ment,as it 1s poſſible for me ; but,I pray yougive me 
leave to take alittle ret, Arerhuſa aſtoniſhed, that I 
received a news fo coldly ,which did ſo rejoyceall her 
Companions, went out of my Chamber; and onely 
Laſcaris continued with me. You may judge, Madarr, 
if you pleaſe into what eſtate I was Teduced by that 
cruel opinion; and fince that memory is an Enemy to 
me, you will be pleaſed to diſpence with me, for re. 
peating the diſcourſes my jealouſie made me utter ; 


| neither ſhould I Le able to do it, without awaking 


your juit indignation, nor without giving you new 


g0, Madam { anſwered Orontes ) fince you are | cauſes to concemn my ingratitude, 
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I paſſed the reſt of that day ina mortall diſquiet, 
the night that ſucceeded it,wasnot ſpent inthe repoſe 
of a mind that no longer was capable of any ; yet 
methought your humour, according to the know- 
ledge had of it, and the promiſes you had given me, 
agreed bur little with that horrible change, and that 
was it, that kept me in the beginning, from lend- 
ing Faith tothat report ; but within a. while aſter I 
conſidered, that you were a woman, that you were 
young, and that you might poſſibly be perſwaded by 
the Counſel of thoſe about you, and flattered by the 
- reputation of Alexander : Theſe reflections made 
mein the end incline to that belicf, which I reſiſted 
as much as poſlibly I could; but not being willing to 
ſertle it upon the bare report of Arethuſa, I com- 
mandedLaſcaris to enquire more particularly among 
the other Amazozes; he didit but too much for my 
repoſe, every one he ſpoke with, confirmed that 
cruel news ; And to compleat my ruine, there arriv- 
ed certain women from Themi/cira, within a few 
dayes after,who redoubled that bclief by theit telti- 
mony,and who told us, that at their departure they 
had left all their Countrey,inthe expectation of their 
Queen, who was to come back within a few dayes, 
and had ſent word by ſome of her women, who were 
come before, that ſhe returned very well ſatisfied 
with the happy ſucceſs of her Voyage, and that ſhe 
had obtained of Alexander whatſoever ſhe had de- 
fired. The Queen bluſhing at this diſcourſe, inter- 
rupted Orontes;The woman who ſpread that rumour 
abroad (ſaid ſhe) and who were neither thoſe of 
quality, nor any that had acceſs near my perſon, had 
ſome occaſion to take the meſſage I ſent, in the ſence 
that they received it. Before I departed from Thems- 
ſcira, they aſſembled themſclves, and knowing that 
I was going to Alexander, they begged of me alto- 
gether, to give them a Queen of the race of that 
great King,and not to return fromthat voyage, with- 
out bringing back a fruit, which I could not ſo nobly 
hope for,from any other part of the Earth : Bring I 
Ciw my ſelf reduced by our ignominious cuſtom, to 
endure that requeit without expreſſing any anger, I 
heard it without ſhowing my diſlike of what they de- 
manded.and that was it that made them believe, be- 
fore my arrivall, that I had followed their counſel; 
but after my return, they were quickly undeceived. 
I would to Heaven, ( continued the Prince of the 
AHaſſagetes) that Thad been ſo too, and that by my 
too great facility in perſwading my ſelf of my diſa- 
ſter, Ihadnot fan into that cruel errour whick hath 
fince in a ſhort ſpace of my life, made me undergo a 
thouſand tedious deaths, In brief, Madam,I belicved, 
(and I make you this confeſhon, how ſhameful ſoever 
it be) believed to my misfortunz,what I never ought 
to have believed; and by that inhumane credulity I 
drank the poiſon that infected the foundeit parts of 
my heart : As ſoon as I had received that impreſſion, 
all things contributed to ſettle it in me ; and inthe 
end I was ſo fully perſwaded of it, that I thought, 
without being blind, I could no longer doubt of a 
thing which no body called in queſtion, but my ſelf. 


The effect this errour produced in me, was a deſire 


to make an endof my life with my own hand ; and I 
know not what good genius took part with Laſcars, 
to divert me from that deſign, or at leaſt to defer it 
fora fewdayes; after which I fell into a quite diffe- 
rent intention. I will not tell you, Madam, (to 


ſpare my ſelf the ſhame I ſhould ſuffer in relating 
them) the diſcourſes I uſed,or rather the Reproaches 
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I poured forth againſt you; as I believed I had re. 
ceived an offence which took away all the reſpec | 
bore unto your perſon, and even unto your ſex, | 


found nothing in the moſt bitter invectives, which. 


ſeemed not too mild to my reſentments : I flew out 
ſofar, as even to wiſh your death, and to make de. 
ſigns my ſelf againſt your liſe.Thoſe irreſolutions, fu! 
of mortal agonies held me for ſome dayes, during 
which I ſuffered no body to ſee me ; but when I had 
long deliberated, I believed I could not without 
meanneſs of ſpirit perſiſt in the thought of dying for 
you : The Gods can witneſs, that it was not love of 
life that gave me thoſe reflections, and that though it 
had been dear to me before, it was then grown odi- 
ous enough,to ſacrifice ita thouſand times unto m 

grief.if my blind ſpight had not repreſented, that ſhe, 
who had ſo ſhamefully abandoned me,to abandon her 
ſelf to a man ſhe knew not, was unworthy of all the 
marksof love that I could give her. Iam compel. 
led, Madam, againſt my reſolution, to let eſcape 
ſome criminal words, elſe it would be hard for me, 
to let yuu know the ſenſe I had of that imagined in- 
jury : My laſt determination was that, of abſenting 
my ſelf for ever from you, and from your Territo- 
ries, andof baniſhing you for ever out of my memo- 
ry : lexecuted one part of this reſolution ſuddenly e- 


nough, and have laboured in vain to do the other; # 
during ſome years, which have ſeemed to me of an - 3 
extraordinary length. Ileft your Army then, with- | 
out taking leave of your Women, aſter having diſ- ? 
patched that fatal Meſſenger that gave you the firit * 
knowledge of my crime, and began my wanderings 
with Zaſcarzs alone, not ſo much as thinking whither | 
I would go; all Countreys were indifferent to me, # 
provided I might be but far enough from- you, and | 
from all places where I might hear ſpeak of you; and | 
methought, that in flying from you, 1 fled from my | 
ill fortune ; yet did I turn my {teps towards Hyrca- | 
nia, that fatal Countrey, where I thought 1 had loſt | 


you,and from which Alexander was then departed - 


I arrived there, but too ſoon for my quiet; at leaſt, | 
if I had any lefr, and intending to inform my ſelf of 3 
my mi>fortune, by people of thoſe parts, and en- 
quire of them concerning the Voyage which the 4- | 
»4z,0nQueen had made into that Province, my evil : 


deitiny had ſo ordained, that I addreſſed my ſelf to 


none, but ſuch as were ill inftructed 3 and vulgar 3 
people, who being ignorant of what paſſes near rhe . 
perſons of Kings, make judgemens upon groſs ap- # 
pearances, according to the reach of their under- |} 
ſtanding; I therefore received from them the moſt # 
cruel confirmations I could expect, and with thema # 


heavy addition to my deſpair. From Hyrcania | 


went into Parthiz, andlike an Oreftes, driven about : 


furies, not being able to find any reſt in all the places 


I viſited, flying mine own Countrey, and a!l others 
where I might meet perſons of my acquaintance, I | 
reſolved to go into the Indies, and to ſeek to the } 


utmoſt parts of the world for remedy again{t the 
rage that tormented me, and for ſome ſanuary a- 


Sain{t that evil ſpirit that perſecuted me in every | 


place : As ſoon as I had reſolved it, 1 put it in exc- 
cution, aftera long and painful voyage l entred into 
the Kingdom of good Kings 7 axiles, with whom A4- 
lexander contracted a near friendſhip afterward; 


and I confeſs, that ifmy ſoul had been capable of any | 
tranquility,l might have found it inthe Court of that | 
Prince, whoſe vertues are admirable, and whole poit- | 


tick Government might ſerve for a rule to that of all 
other 
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other Monarchs; but my tormenter never forſook me, | vinces : I ſaw the Countrey of the Sacans, where 1 


andwhitherſoever I turned,my furious paſſion racked 
me with a pittileſſe War, I did all that poſſibly 1 
could, to baniſh you out of my mind, and a thou- 
fand times a day repreſented to my ſelf the injury 1 
believed 1 had received from you, with all the black- 
eſt colours wherein it could be painted,to find by that 
remembrance the means either to forget you, or to 
hate you: But in what faſhion ſoever you then ap- 
peared to me, you were {till Thaleſirzs ; and my 
moſt violent reſentings could not raze out that deep 

raven character of love, you had made within my 
Gr: How dehiled ſoever you appear to me with 
Alexanders Embraces, you ſtill came into my mind 
with an Empire, which I could not overthrow : And 
though among the thoughts of Love, thoſe of Hatred 
crept in ſometimes, indifferency could never find a 
room there ; and whether ſleeping or waking, you 
ſtill were preſent with me : It was to little purpoſe1 
changed Climates,for | never changed my condition ; 
and as a wounded Hinde carries the deadly Arrow 


| along with her, I in the midit of my heart carried 


that poyſoned ſhaft, which made me find what I fled 
away from in all thoſe” places where I ſought for re- 
fuge. Alas ! how often, not being able to reſiſt that 
implacable Enemy, did I offer it a more abſolute 


Iictory, by demanding death: And how often, when 


I thought to have givcn it to my ſelf, was my hand 
withheld by the Prayers and Tears of Laſcarss, 
whoſe fidelity having made him conſiderable to me, 
had gained him a great authority over my inclinati- 
on ? When left the Kingdom of Tax:les, I paſſed 
through a great many barbarous Provinces, and at 
laſt came in:o that of the Ppaſtaces, which obeyed 
the great King Prw; he, who afterwards diſputed 
the glory againſt Alexand:r, with ſo much valor, 
and who in his defeat acquired ſo brave a reputation : 
Certainly, all that hath been ſaid to the advantage 
of that Prince is publiſhed of him, but witha great 
deal of Juſtice ; and if he had but as much polite- 
neſſe in manner of living, as he hath greatneſſe of 
courage, he might well be reckoned one of the wor. 
thieſt perſons of our age. I ſerved him two or three 
months, in a War he then had againſt his Neigh- 
bours,, and having made my ſelf remarkable,fortu- 
nately enough in ſome Encounters, I received fa. 
vours from him that were infinitely above my ſer- 
vices, and if I could have been ſtaid there by his ur- 
gent entreaties, he would have ſhewed the nobleſt 
uſage I could have hoped for from a magnanimous 
King. There are few Languages, in which have 
not an imperfect knowledge, and that gave me the 
greater facility in ſo long a voyage. From the ſer- 
vice of Porus, which I qu tted as ſoon as he forſook 


J the War, and alittle before the arrival of Alexan- 


der, 1 went on toward the Battriaces, and the Seres, 
and proſecuted my courſe as far as the Caſpian Ports, 
I crofſed through Deſarts full of Serpents, and dread: 
ful Monſters, amongſt which,I ſhould have met with 
death a thouſand times, if I had not deſired it; but a- 
mongl{t all the felleft Monſters, I found nothing ſo 
cruel to me as the memory of Thaleſtris, ITover- 
ron all the 7adies, that lie on this ſide the Ganges; 
that River bounded my wanderings that way, and 
not finding the paſſage eaſie, becauſe of its exceſſive 
breadth, which is of two and thirty Furlongs, and he- 
cauſe of the little communication, the Indians on this 
fide have with thoſe on that, I was fain to take my 
way along the Banks of it, to return into theſe Pro- 


heard of the fortune of Roxana,and of theprogreſs 
Alexander made already in thoſe Countreys,out of 
which I was come, the advantage I thought he had 
obtained to my deſtruction, having made me hate 
him, I was forryI had .left the /zazes, and the ſer- 
vice of Por«,againit whom he then was making war, 
Coming from the Sacans, I ſaw the Naura, the Xa- 


_ nippa, and the Countrey Maracanda, You will be 


content, Madam, that I ſpeak of my Voyages but 
curſorily for the paeſent, referring to entertain you 
more at large, when your curioſity ſhall move you 
todemand the particularities of them; I will there- 
fore tell you nothing elſe, but that after my return 
from the [dies I wandred abovea year in Aſia, with- 
out any other deſign, then that of lingring out my 
miſerable life, till I ſhould be ſo happy, as to meet 
the end of it, Never had lany delire of returning 
into my Countrey, though Laſcarzs ſollicited me 
perpetually ; but asI avoided nothing ſo much, as 
perſons of my acquaintance, and thoſe that might 0- 
blige me to change that ſolitarineſs into a more ſocia- 
ble life, I never -would give car to his entreaties : 
True it is, that what he ſuffered by my occaſion, 
touched me ſometimes very ſenſibly, and that Idid 
all chat was poſſible to perſwade him to forſake me, 
and to go and take a Retreat, which I offered him a- 
monglt my friends, and which I could have procu- 
red him by Letters,I would have giveh him ; but as 
I rejected his Counſels, he rejected my offers, and 
I could never win him todo what I defired, If yeu 
ask me, how you then ſtood in my thoughts, I well 
tell you, that you were as a Monſter, to which a 
tyrannical power kept me in flavery; and as 
the thing, which in all the world I endeavoured moſt 
to hate, nay , which I did hate, and yet for all 
my hatred, could not hinder my ſelf from loving 
itathouſand times more dearly then my ſelf : Ha- 
tred, Grief, Anger, and Jealouſic, thoſe imperiors 
paſſions tore my heart, like Promethearn Vultures, 
and that was it that then cauſed me to take that de- 
vice of the heart torn by Vultures, under whichl 
found you, and under which I lifted my facrilegious 
arms againſt you, I was come to Suſa, when I 
heard the news of Alexanders's death, and Ihad 
been gone from thence but a little while, . when I 
heard ſpeak of conteſtations amongſt his Succeſlors, 
and preparations that were making fora War : My 
grief had not extinguiſhed the inclinations I had ever 
had to Arms,and being I ſought for death,] thought I 
could not meet with it more honourably, then in the 
occaſions Fortune offered me : I therefore took my 
journey toward Babyl.z, and arrived there, as you 
may have heard the day your Army made its gene- 
ral muſter ; but before I came within a days riding 
of this place, I ina Town of your party, learnt the 
names of thoſe perſons that were mo't intereſted in 
this War.I was told that Craterus, Lyſimachns Prolo- 
meus,and Antigonus were of the one party ; and on 
the other, Perdiccas, C 1fſander, Seleucus, and many + 
more that were named to me, [I then called to mind 
the friendſhip I had formerly h:d with Cafſander,and 
his Brother /olas, when I had ſerved Antipater in 
the War againlt the valiant 4g, King of the Lace- 
monians, it had not been ſo light, but that the re- 
membrance of it was {till very dear to me; and 
ſince I was neceſſarily obliged to rake one party, 
the juſtice of both being unknown to me, | had rea- 


ſon to prefer that of my ancicnt Friends before the 
other 


452 
other, of ſuch as were meer ſtrangers. I was tra- 
velling roward Babylon with this deſign, wnea I 
was ttopt by ſome Horſemen of your Army, and 
when upon the Bank of the River Exphrares Iran 
ſome carecrs with. reaſonable good iucceſſe againit 
a great many gallant men : You know what the iſſue 
of them was, and how by the frank civility of thoſe 
worthy perſons, I was conducted to the Gates of 
the City ; and you ſhall learn, thatas ſoon as | had 
made my ſelf known to Caſſander, and that I had 
told him how defirous I was to ſerve him, he recetv- 
ed me with acclamations of joy and tranſport, and 
ave the molt affectionate welcome I could expect 
from my molt paſſionate Friend : He preſented me to 
Roxana, Purdiccas, Selencins, and other the molt 
conſiderable men'of their party ; and at his recom- 
mendation, I was received by them al], with civili- 
ties which I had not merited. Cafanacr made an 
abſolute confidence with me, and would nceds have 
me ſhare the command with himin all places ; that 
was a thing that rendred me moſt perfectly criminal, 
by giving me occaſion to draw my Sword againſt my 
Princeſſe:in the firſt encounter that paſſed, you know 
that our Combat, after having vecn obſtinately diſ- 
puteJ, was interrupted by C//ander, who judging, 
that againit ſo terrible an Enemy I itood im need of 
his affiltance, came ruſhing upon you behind with his 
Horſe.] have a great deal of cauſe (ſaid tre Queen, 
interrupting Orontes ) to remember that Encounter, 
| fince by an action full of generoſity you teltified the 
greatneſſe of your courage, in oppoling the fury of 
Caſſander, who but for your hinderance would have 
made me end my life under his Horſes feet. Ircnd- 
red you what was due unto your valour, (replied 0- 
rontes) but by that action of Caſſuuders, I loſt part 
of the eſteem and friendihipI had born him ; it was 
much diminiſhed a few dayes after, by the Accufati- 
on that was publiſhed againit him, of having poy- 
ſoned his King ; whereof he did not clear himſelf fo 
well, but that I entred into great ſuſpicions of it; and 
if afterward I ſhared in command with him at the 
Battel, it was rather by the engagement of my ho- 
nour, than by that of the affection I {till had left to 
him. About that time, I had a deſire to ſee the great 
Arſaces, and though heſhewed himſelf to very tew, 
and that he avoided ſociety out of a ſad melancholy 
humour, like that of mine, he was pleaſed not to diſ- 
dain my viſit ; and when he had learned who was, 
he made extraordinary much of me, and gave me 
marks of a particular affection ; yet could he not hear 
my name without teſtifying by ſome alteration that 
appeared in his face, that he was concerned in it 
ſome way or other : The cauſe was {till unknown to 
me, but by the kindneſſesI received from that great 
man, and by the inclination which his high vertue 
and the admirable qualities of his perſon bred in me, 
I was ſo firmly tied to him, that from thence forward 
it was his conſideration more than that of Caſſinder, 
that kept me in the party I had choſen; Ihappened 


to be with him, when a Trumpet came to ſpeak with 


him from Ly/imachs; and then remembring that I 
had begun a Combat againſt that Prince upon the 
Banks of Erphrates,I was glad to take that occaſion 
to ſee him again, being he had a companion with him, 
and that I might thereupon take the pretence to wait 
upon Arſaces likewiſe. He oppoſed not the intention 
i had todo ſo, and it was inthat enterview, my fair 
Oucen, that I came to know you, that you alſo knew 
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me ; that I ſaw marks of your juſt diſpleaſure,& that | 
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you ſaw the effects of that ingratitude my errour had 
cauſed. O Gods! W hat were my thoughts, when I had 
cſcaped your lawfull indignation ? And in what man- 
ner did | receive that blow of Fortune, which by fo 
unlooked for an encounter made me find that perſon 
whoſe very memory I had fled from to the utmo. 
parts of al] the world ? I fell into a confuſion which 
all the words of the world are not able to expreſs, 
and I continued the reſt of that day almoſt quite de. 
prived of reaſon and underſtanding. As ſoon as I be- 
gan to open my eyes upon that eftect of my deſtiny, 
I fell into diſconrſes as ſtrange as that adventure ſeem- 
ed to be. After I had long complained of my ill for. 
tune, which yet preſented me that cruel enemy 
whoſe ſight I thought I had eſcaped for all the re. 
mainder of my Gayes; 1 reflected upon the anger 
you had ſhewed, which had made youattempt that a- 
gainlt me, which in probability I ſhould have at- 
tempted againſt you, if the reſpect of your ſex, and 
the remnants of my paſſion had not oppoſed it. How 
is it poſſible, ( ſaid I ) that being ſo guilty, ſhe ſhould 
make as if ſhe were ſo much offended ? Can one 
ſingle L.ctter ( for it is onely from that Letter her 
choler can proceed ) have kingled ſo exceſſive a ſury 
in her,who by ſo black an infidelity i:ad given me fo 
great cauſe to write it ? Could I take a more gentle 
revenge upon ſuch a perfidiouſneſs as hers ? And in 
baniſhing my ſelf for ever from her ſight, did I not do 
a good oftice to a perſon, who in her laſt affections 
had reſerved nothing but hatred of indifferency for 
me ? By what aCtions then have I provoked her to 
theſe extremities of rage againſt me - Ah ! without 
doubt (ſaid I again) ſhe would give me my death, to 
diſpatch out of the world this witneſs of her infideli- 
ty ; ſhe will not ſuffer him to continue amongſt men, 
who before the eyes of all men can blait her with ſo 
many black reproaches; and fince the bloody in- 
jury ſhe hath done him h3th not been ſufficient to 
drive him to his grave, ſhe reſolves to ſend him thi- 
ther with her own hands: Let vs give her then this 
ſatisfaction,and let us glut her with this blood, where- 
of ſhe appears to be lo thirlty : Let us offer to the 
point of her ſharp Sword, this mean ſpirited heart, 
which as unworthy as ſheis, hath itil] preſerved her 
Image : Let us make her kill this Th tc $775, which 
we conſerve there, whether we will or no; and let us 
by her own Arms deltroy this unworthy remem- 
brance,which ſo legitimate Reſentments have not bin 
able to extinguiſh, But why ? (added I a little a'tcr 
why ſhould 1 give ſuch a contentment to my mortal 
Enemy ? By what rig|;t can Il owe it, either to her, or 
to ſome new-come lover, that hath taken up my 
place in her attection ? Ah ! Letus be ſatisfied with 
having ſuffered, without revenge, the horrid uſage 
we have reccived; andif we cannot reſolve to oppoſe 
our Arms again{t her violence, let us diſpoſe our ſelf 
to flyc from her afreſh, and to flye from her a: far as 
there is day. This was my reſolution, and I ſhouid 
in{tantly have put it in execution, if I had not ſecn 1 
Battle ſo near, which I could not go away from with- 
out infamy ; I was at it therefore, as you know I faw 
you there, I fled before you, and ſaved my life from 
your fury, asI had done at the firit encounter ; but 
this laſt confirmed me in the purpoſe of getting me 
gone, fearing in the occaſionsin which I might happen 
to be every day againſt you,not to dye by your hang, 
but perchance to wound you with mine, with-ut 
knowing you, which would have been the utmoſt eb 
fect of my ill fortune, 
\Vith 
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Witn this intention, I left the Camp of your Ene- 


mies, not taking leave of any body; and it was 


the day you found me by the ſide of that Fountain, 


where I was faln aſleep, and where I ſtaid for La- 


ſcars, whom | had lefr behind, to diſpatch ſome lit- 
tle buſineſſe that concerned our journey ; There it 
was, Madam, that your goodneſſe, and my crime, 
were made manifelt ; there it was, that you ſpared 
mea life, which I ought to have lo!t a thouſand times; 
there it was, that I ceaſed to be innocent, by 
coming to know that you were ſo ; and there it was, 
in fine, that my reſentments vaniſhed, to give way 
to my repentance. The teſtimony of that Prince, 
whereby you were but too fully juſtified, added to 
the means he gave ne of clearing my doubts with 
your very enemies ; that fainting wherewith you 
were ſeized out of an exceſs of grief, for the bloody 
and injurious reproach I uſed again{t you ; and that 
coldnefſe, into which by a great tranquillity of Con- 
ſcience, you preſſed within a minute after, opened 
my eyes ſufficiently to make me know, That 1 alone 
was criminal, and that I was unworthy of this life 
which you had left me meerly out of contempt ; and 


& Ihad taken it away with my own hands,if by an oath, 


inviolable among the Scyrhians, Prince Oroondates 
had not engaged me to live. Scarce was I gone from 
him five or ſix hundred paces, when I met Laſcars, 
he found a dilturbance in my face, and being I loved 
him dearly, I made him acquainted with the cauſe, 
and gave him a true relation of all that adventure, Af- 
ter he had conſidered that event, inſtead of being af- 
flited for my crimes, he found matter of conſolation 


for me init, and would needs perſwade me, that my | 
fortune was a great deal better in my Princeſſes inno- | 


cence, than in mine own : He argued, that ſince no- 
thing but the opinion I had had to your diſadvantage 
had been the cauſe of all my miſeries, I by loſing that, 
loſt alſo all the occaſion I had had to account my ſelf 
miſerable ; and that if by ah errour, grounded up- 
on appearances that were great enough, I had offend- 
ed you,I might hope for your pardon by the aſſiſtance 
Prince Oroondates had promiſed me, and by the ſer- 
vices I might render you. I found ſome reaſon in his 
diſcourſe, and could not without a marvellous com- 
fort imagine, that my Queen was innocent of that in- 
fidelity, whereof I had accuſed her : But that ſatis- 
faction was quicklycounterbalanced by my remorſe, 
and I was no more gently handled by it, than I had 
been before by my anger and my jealouſie., My 
Love, being returned with all its powers, repreſent- 
ed my crime ſo horrible, that I could not look upon 
my ſelf but as a Monſter unworthy of the light, nor 
coul4I longer endure it, but with grief; and from 
that moment I began to flye it, and to ſeek out dark- 


4 neſſe; as more agreeable to the condition of my ſoul. 


That wood, from whence you now have drawn me, 
preſenting it ſelf unto my ſight, I turned my ſteps 
that way, and ſeeking the molt remote and gloomy 
parts of it, I found that place ſo ſuitable to my hu- 


mour, that I ſpent the relt of the day there, andthe | 
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whole night, Zaſcaris not being able to draw me 
out of it; the next morning, I accidentally light up- 
on that Caye, where ] ſince have made my abode ; 
and having with my ſword cut away ſome Branches 
that ſtopt the entrance of it, I nv ſooner had ſet foot 
within it, but I found it very proper for my habita- 


. tion; all things were conformable to the horrour 


that ſettled it ſelf in my ſoul, and that place was ſo 
deſart, and ſo out of the way of humane ſociety, that 
I believed the Gods had miracu'ouſly guided me thi- 
ther ; yet was it not that reaſon alone that ſtayed me 
there, for what commodiouſneſs ſoever I found in 
that Retreat, I ſhould without doubt have fled fur- 
ther from you, if I had not been retained by another 
conſideration, I thought that in the occaſions you 
hazarded your ſelf in every day, you might fallints 
danger of your life ; and I believed, that being near 
you, 1 might watch an opportunity to preſerve it, 
for an expiation of ſome part of my offences, and 
that peradventure, the Gods would afford me means 
of doing ſomething profitably for your ſervice. La- 
ſcars did not diſapprove that thought, and from that 
time,having ſaluted that favourable Cave as the place 
of my future dwelling, I began to take poſſeſſion of 
it; Laſcarts behind it made a kind of a Hovel for our 
Horſes, and we fell to work together to make Beds, 
upon which ſince we have lain. The ſecond day, I 
ſent Laſcaris toa little Town, not far off, to get the 
device of my Shie!d wip'd out, and the colour of my 
Arms changed, by which I might have been known; 
He alſo brought back ſome proviſions ; but I made 
little uſe of them, and have lived for the moſt part 
of wild fruits, which we gathered in the Wood. 


There paſſed few dayes that I ſent not Laſcars to. 


to your Camp, to learn ifthere were any occaſion, 
in which you might be employed; and it was by the 
intelligence he gave me, that I came to the Battel, 
and that keeping my ſelf concealed under Arms, in 
which I was not known, I had the means to be near 
you, to fight for your defence,and to retire with the 
ſame facility : I did the ſame today, by the news he 
brought me yelterday of what was to be done in your 
Army ; and in theſe two Encounters, the ardent 
prayers | made unto the Gods, won them to be ſo 
favourable to me, that they guided me miraculouſly 
for your deliverance. To tell you now in what fa- 
ſhion I lived in my ſolitude, were but ſuperfluous, 
ſince you to day have ſeen enough to inform you of it, 
and that youu may partly gheſs it, by the alteration 
of my face. I have paſſed dayes and nights there 
that were ſufficiently cruel to me, but yet too gentle 
for a reparation of ſo hainous Crimes, and for ſo 
glorious a Recompence. I fed almoſt _— up- 

ometiumes 
brought other proviſions from the Camp : I often 
talked of you to infenſible witneſſes ; Ifighed, and 
poured forth Tears, that were enough perhaps to 
have waſhed away the guilt of any other fault but 
mine. 
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Rontes had ſomething more to ſay for the | 
concluſion of his diſcourſe, but they were |.a 
Into your Party, whoſe valour is not to be deſpiſed, 


thin come to the entrance of the Camp, 
and he ſcemed to have juſtly meaſured the 
lenzth of - his recital with that of the way : The 


Queen would alſo have replyed many things upon | 


his lait words, if ſhe could have expreſſed her 
thoughts to him without a great number of wit- 
neſſes ; ſhe therefore con:ented her ſclf with diſcove- 
ring part of them by glances that were fullof ſweet- 
neſs, and with giving him her hand once more in to- 
ken of an eternal reconciliation; they alighted at 
Prince Oroondates's Tent when darkneſs began to 
overſpread the carth, and there- with the Princes of 
Perſia and Scythia, they found Lyſimachs, Ptole- 
mew, Oxyartes, Eumenes, Demetrius, and Poly- 
perchon, and with them the Princeſſes Bererice, 
Deidamia, Barſina, and Cleone. As ſoonas T be- 
leſtris appeared, the Princes roſe to meet her, as 
well to pay her their civi'ities, as to teſtific the dil. 
quict her ſudden departure had cauſed in them ; but 


when they ſaw Orontes whom ſhe hadled in by the 


hand, they loit ſome part of the intentiveneſs where- 
with they looked upon the Queen, to fix it particu- 
larly upon that Prince, He was preſently known 
by Artaxerxes andOroondates,but they were ſo ſur- 
priſed to ſce him with that fair Queen, who a few 
dzyes before had ſhewed ſo violent a hatred againit 
him, that they knew not what they ſhould con- 
jeyre of that adventure, nor in what manner they 
ſhould aboard him. Thaleſtris who perceived their 
a{toniſhment, having a mind to put them quickly 
out of it, and ſtriving to overcome the baſhfulneſs 
that broke forth in her bluſhes : This 1s not, ſaid 
ſhe, that injurious enemy, againſt whom you have 


ſeen me animated with ſo vehement an indignation ; 
but 'tis the defender of my life ; who inthe laſt Bat- 


tel, andin the Combat to day appeared miraculouſly 
to ſuccour me; I bel:ev'd that theſe obligations add- 


cd to a repentance capable to waſh out greater faults | 


than his, might countervail the offences he had done 


me,& thereupon I forgot my own intereſts foryours, 
and have conquered my reſentments to bring a man 


There was no need of ſaying more to the Princes, to 
make them know the truth of that adventure, and 
the Queen had hardly ended theſe words, when 
Prince Crocndates running to Croxtes with open 
arms: Couſin, ſaid he, I praiſe the gods for your 
return, and rejoyce at your happy ſucceſs, as muck 
aSif it were my own, Orontes receiving thoſe en- 
cearments with a great deal of reſpect, was going 
to reply, when Prince Artaxerxes prevented him, 
and pulling him out of Or-cordares his arms: That 
friendſhip, ſaid he, which was granted me among 
our enemies, muſt not be refuſed me from the kin 
man of my Princeſſe, and from him who ſo unwor- 
thily bears that firſt name, under which I came ac: 
quainted with my deareit brother, Orontes who 
knew Arſaces to be Artaxerxes, and who during 
the abode he had made in his Grot had learnt the 
truth of his ſtory by the report of Laſcars, anſwet. 
ed his kinineſſes with much ſubmiſſion, but they 
were interrupted by Ly/imachw, who demanded his 
part as well as there(t in the friendſhip of that valiant 
man, whoſe Forces he had already tryed, and whoſe 
virtue he infinitely eſteemed,aswell by the recital he 
had heard of his life,as by what he knew of it himſelf, 
Prolomens, Demetrius, Eumenes, Oxyartes, and Po- 
[yperchon, to whom that famous ſtranger (who un- 
der the terrible enſign of the Vultures had done ſuch 
gallant aCtions againit them) was already very well 
known, came preſſing about him, to begin a more 
particular acquaintance, and embraced him one af- 
ter another with marks of a marvellous eſteem, The 
Princeſle Berexice, to whom the firit years of their 
lives, andtheir nearneſs of kindred gave particular 
inclinations of good will, and who bcſides was ve- 


ry aftectionately concern'd in the affairs of Queen 


Thaleſtris , opening her ſelf a paſſage among the 
Princes : What Coulin, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall not I 
have my ſhare in the common ſatisfaction ? 1 who 
amongſt 
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among{t my neareſt kinſinen have ever. very eſpeci- 
ally etteemed you, and who love you ſtill more for 
the inclinations you have had, than for the ſervices 
you have done to this fair Queen, to whom 1 have 
giving a part of my ſelf: By the example of Berenice, 
Deidamia, Barſina, and Cleone ſaluted Orontes very 
civilly and when he was got free of thoſe firit recep- 
tions, coming back to the Princes of Scythia and 
Perſia ;, great Princes, ſaid he to them, I am un- 
worthy of the honour you do me, and ſhould be 
confounded at it, if I did not know that this day to 
me is full of glorious events, and that this ſame for- 
fortune which draws me out of the Grave to reſtore 
me to life again, and to re-give me my Princeſs, 

ives me alſo in the eitecem of ſuch eminent perſons, 
aglory that may eſtabliſh my highett felicity. You 
ever deſerved it, replyed Oroondates, but vou have 
made your ſelf more worthy of it by yorr laſt acti- 
ons, than by thoſe which made you be condemned 
of your belt friends ; and that which makes you me- 
rit Thaleſtris, may juſtly make you merit the affecti- 
ons of vertuous perſons, For my part, dear couſin 
(went he on embracing him) I confeſs I had very 
great reſentmeits again!t you, but that repentance 
which has obtained the pardon of this fair Queen, 
and the obligation we have to you .in what you 
have Cone for her ſafety, reftore you my aftetion 
ntirely. The remorſe | have felt anſwcred Oroxres, 
for the offences 1 hail committed againit my Queen, 
have been accomyanied with a ſorrow for having 
born Armes ag in{t the Party oi my Pri:cez but 
as I may excuſe my errour of the faults 1 did again(t 
my love, my ignorance alſo was the cauic of thoſe I 
did again't my duty, and from the very minute was 
cured of both, I paſs'd from wy crime into a ſudden 
and ſevere repentance, Let's talk no longer of your 
faults, added Prince Artaxerxes, ſince ſhe who 
therein has the principal intereſt is willing to forget 
them, and fince the noble actions you have done in 
her favour, ought more juitly, and more worthily 
to poſſeſſes your remembrance. Croz/es never 
wants the power ( interrupted the fair Queen ) to 
fave the life of Thaleſt. is, he has done but that 
twice or thrice in your preſence which he had done 
before upon the walls of Phriney, and in the priſon 
of Neobarzanes, Alas! (ſaid Orontes, not ſufter- 
ing her to proceed) how tappy am | in having done 
theſe petty ſervices for ſo good and ſo grateful a 
Princeſs, and how different would my deftiny be 
from what it is, if you ſhould judge me with ſeve- 
rity ? | | 
They had enlarged themſelves further in this con: 
verſition, if every bo''y had not paſſonately defir- 
ed to hear the truth of that encounter from the 


E Queen, and if the Princeſs Berenice, ſeconded by 


her Brother, and by her ſervant had not preſſed her 
toit very earneſtly. Thaleſtris diſpoſed her ſelf to 
obey them, an1 though ſhe conld not do it without 


bluſhing, nor without making appear ſome inward. 


diturbance in many places of her diſcourſe, ſhe 
made them a full recital of that adventure; and by 
relating the words of Oranres, the place of his abode, 
and the condition ſhe had found him in, drew tears 
from the eyes of the moſt hard hearted. She was 
making an end of her diſcourſe, when Araxes, Hip- 
pollita, Mengalippa, and ſome other {mazones, who 
had been abroad to ſeek her, came into the Tent ; if 
Hippol'ita was aſtoniſhed to mcet Oronates there, 
Aſenalippa and her companions were ſo a great 
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deal more, when in his face they ſaw all the feature 
of Orithia's, and when they found a man in the per- 
ſon of that valiant Lady, who had liv'd fo long a- 
mongſt them ; not but that they had heard ſome 
rumour of it, both in their Countrey after their 
Queens departure, and in the Camp fince their arri- 
val there ; but they had found ſome little probabili- 


ty in that adventure, that they ſtood in need of ſuch 


a confirmation as that, to lenda perfect belief to that 
report. 

They knew not at firſt how they ſhould receive 
ſuch a Metamorphoſis ; but in the end, being they 
bore a great deal of affection, and reſpect unto their 
Queen, they ſubmitted to her inclinations, and not 
judging that her love to Orontes reach'd to the de- 
{troying oftheir Laws and Cuſtoms, they approv'd 
it without diſcontent, not being able to condemn any 
thing in it, if it were Platonick,and if it went beyond 
thoſe limits, they had aslittle cauſe to diſlike that ſhe 
ſhould give them aQueen to ſucceed her of the blood 
of a Prince, whoſe vertue was very well known, 
and whoſe perſon had ever been very dear tothem ; 
although they conceal'd part of their thoughts before 
that il}u!trious company, they declared the reſt by 
endearments full of affection, which they gave to 


their ancient companion 


And Orontes knowing Menalippa, and with her 
ſorre other women, whom formerly ſhe had che- 
riſh'd and efteem'd, embraced them with motions 
ful} of tenderneſs, and ſhewed them great expreſſi- 
ons of his firit afeQtion, Valiant 27enalippa, (ſaid he) 
to what will you condemn this deceitful 0, i7h4a,whe 
un:ler falſe appearances abuſed your friendſhip? we 
wil condemn her, (anſwered A7enalippa) to love 
us as ſhe has done herctoforc, ans that's all the pu- 
niſhment we can impoſe upon this generous impo- 
ſter, to whom we owe the ſafety of our Queen. H1p- 
pol:ta had her ſull ſhare in the kindnefſes of Orontes, 
and Laſcaris renewed his friendſhips and his acquain- 
tance among the {mazones, Thearrival of Orontes, 
and the ſatisfaction of Thaleſiris, being very conſi- 
derable to that illufirious company, made that 
whole evenings entertainment;and after having ſpent 
it in a converſation which afforded them matter 
enough; they all retired into their Chambers to 
take their uſual reſt. Oroates was lodged 1n Prince 
Oroonaates his Tents, Artaxerxes would have no 
other quarter, but being the Tents were very ſpact- 
ons they had their Chambers apart with good con- 
veniency ; the Princeſſes lay near them within the 
ſame incloſure, though their lodgings were ſepara- 
ted, onely A4pamia, and Arſinse were retired to 
their Husbands, and even Thaleſtris leaving ena- 
lippa to command in the Amazones quarter, would 
not forſake Berenice, Deidamia, and Barſina, 
with whom ſhe laid aſide her warlike humour, 
to live in a ſociety more conformable to their 
SER, , 

During that night and the beginning of the next | 
day, the workmen who were in hand with the 
Bridges, haftened their buſineſs with ſuch diligence, 
that two hours before noon they crew near the 0- 
ther bank, and one!y ſtayed for the forces that, were 
to ſuſtain them, and that were to-land, to place the 
laſt Boats, and to finiſh the work. Demerrizes who 
remembred the employment he was to have that day, 
had begun it inthe duties of a Caprain experienc'd a- 
bove his age, andufing the clear lights of his under- 
ſtanding, had begun to put that in pra&tice, which 

Aaaa aſter» 
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 afſign'd him, and having drawn them up in Battalia 
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afterward he executed with ſo much reputation ; he | 
took a careful review of thoſe forces that had been 


upon the bank of the River, he divided thoſe that 
were to paſs over to the other fide in boats, from 
thoſe that were to go upon the bridge, at the head of 
which he meant to fight (himſelf ) againſt thoſe that 
ſhould oppoſe his diſcent. Alexander and /enela- 
z4,. to whom the other Bridge was aſſgn'd, labour- 
ed on their ſide with the ſame care ; but when Dewe- 
tris had taken ſuch order as was neceſſary upon 
the Bank, he reſolved to beſtow the time he had 
left, before there was matter to employ him,in viſit- 
ing Deidamia ; the remembrance of that fair Princeſs 
never forſook him for a moment, and conſidering 
that the chance of war might make him fall in the 
peril to which he was going to expoſe himſelf, he de- 
manded of his love a little more courage than ordina- 


ry.that he might be able to make proteſtations to his 
Princeſs, which peradventure were to be the laſt of 
his life - in this reſolution compleatly arm'd, he 


turn'd his ſteps towards the Tent where ſhe was, 
but not without being much more afraid of that occa- 
ſion, than of the other to which he was deſtined. Bec- 
ingno reaſon had oblig*d him to conceal his paſſion, 
it was then unknown to very few, every body ap- 
prov'd of it, all the Princes and Princeſſes favoured 
him in it, and Azr:gonzs who with much joy had 
feen the memory of Hermione dic in his thoughts, 
had not oppos'd the birth ofa more lawful affection, 
and condemned nothing but the violences that trou- 
bled his repoſe and were prejudicial to his health. 
W hen Demerr:z came into Derdamia's Chamber, 
Barſina and Ptolomers were with her, and were 
witneſſes'of their ſalutation, an4 of their firſt words ; 
but as they were two very diſcreet perſons, and who 
knew Demetrius his paſſion, they quickly took a 
pretence to withdraw, and left him alone with the 
Princeſs and her maids, who out of reſpect kept at 
the further end of the room. Demerrizs had then 
all manner of liberty to entertain her, if his profound 
reſpeq, and the fear of diſpleaſing her, had not 
taken away ſome of part of hisconfidence ; yet being 
he had broken through the firſt difficulties, and 
knew the goodneſs of that Princeſs, which made 
him judge ſhe had no averſion againſt him, and that 
nothing but the remembrance of Az: forbad him ac- 
ceſs unto her heart, he recollected a little boldneſs, 
and looking upon her with cyes in which his thoughts 
were painted ; Madam, (ſaid he) I were unworthy 
of the employment that has been given me for this 
day, if to diſcharge it I ſhould not ſeek all that may 
contribute to the advantage of my party ; to make 
me conquer, 'tis not enough for me to command va- 
liant men, to be inſpired with glorious examples, 
and to have my ſelf fome little courage and valour ; 
all this may be amongſt our enemies, and by the 
ſame advantages they may diſpute the victory a- 
gainſt me : But how valiant ſocver they are,they will 
but vainly oppoſe our forces, if in this occaſion I be 
avow*dby Deidamza, and if I may march on to the 
encounter with ſome belicf, that in favour of me 
you will take ſome intereſt in the ſucceſs of it, Give 
me (my adored Princeſs) a victory that depends on 
you; and ſuffer me to make my companions hope, 
that if Demerrizs be yours by your owning him, he'l 
hew them ont a paſſage today, both to the other ſide 
of Euphrates, andeveninto the Gates of Babylon ; 
I am conſtrained, Madam, to touch you by the | 


conſideration of our whole Party, becauſe by m 

own alone, I cannot lawfully hope for theſe effects 
of your goodneſs, The Princeſs hearkened with 
trouble to this diſcourſe of Demerrins, and if ſhe had 
not been prepoſſeſſed with a great deal of eſteem 
nay, and even with a great deal of good will towarg 
him, ſhe had not lent him ſo quict an attention; ſhe 
ligh'd as ſcon as he had made anend of ſpeaking, and 
beholding him with an eye in which through ſome 
reſentment he obſerv'd a great deal of gentlcneſs, 
How cruel you are (ſaid ſhe) to perſiſt in the de. 
ſign of afflicting me! and what an unjutt violence 
you uſe upon me, in conitraining me to complainof 
a Prince whoſe pcrfonl infinitely elteem, and whoſe 
compaſſion was molt obliging to me, while it ap- 
peared to be without intereſt ; that gift you make 
me of your ſ{clf, would be a very conſiderable one 


' tome, ifI were ina condition to receive it, and you 


ought not to demand that of me by the conſideration 
of your party, which your own alone might make 
you worthily to hope for from a heart leſs prepoſ. 
ſcſſed than mine. Content your ſelf, my Lord 
Demetrius, with this Declaration, and that I onely 


. ſtile that in you an unjuſt perſeverance, which, from 


any other man but your !clt, I ſhould receive as a 
cruel perſecution ; you have no need of my favour to 
overcome your enemies, it would be fatal to you in 
the Combate, and fortune my cruel cremy, would 
undoubtedly make you periih, it you were own'd 
by Deidzmia, That glory ( reply'd Demerrim ) 
woul : be more advantageous tome than victory and 
[ account gz more glorious, and more iortunatein 
his death, than he. was in the whole courſe of his 
life, Alas ! (continued he with afigh) how much 


reaſon he has to be plens*d in the lower ſhades with | 


that perſeverance, which perchance with more 
juftice than you, I might call more unjult than mine, 
if I were not with-held by wy reſpect, and by wy 
ſubmiſtion to all your thoughts ; 'tis by that (tringe 
prepoſicifion that my fortune 15 ti:e more deplorable; 
and my deſtiny would be much more ſupportable, 
ifthat affection you oppoſe me with, had a reaſona- 
ble foundation, if it had a true and real object, an 
objcct that could take it up, and an object that could 
make uſe of the advantages which are refus'd me. 
You complin unjuſtly, anſwered Deidamia, of a 
thing wherein you ought to find your conſolation, 
and your fortune (if you confine it to the thoughts1 
have of you) would be a great deal worſe than it is, 
if that precedency which I onely gtve to what 1s now 
no more, were granted to living perſons ; you have 
at leaſt this ſatisfaction, that there is no man in the 
world more favoured, nor more eſteem'd by me 
than Prince Demerrias 5 and you will yet have a 
more perfect one, when I ſhall tell you that there is 
none before whom I would not preferre you, if 
the Gods had left me in a condition to have ſtill 
the liberty of making a choice, and of giving a 
precedence ; the little power I have to deal more 
favourably with you, oblizes me to make you 
this confcſſion freely, which percnance does injure 
Decency and Modeſty; but you may be pleaſcd 
to content your ſelf with it, and never to delire 
any things more from her, of whom without mor: 
tally afflicting her, you can ask nothing further, 1 
will deſire death then, replycd the amorous Prince, 
and in this Combat Iam going to, I'le ſeek for death 
by the example of happy 4g, inftead of that 


Victory I had demanded of you : you oe 
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had interrupted the purpoſeT had to dye for Hermi- 
one, and I never reſolved to live, till I reſolved to 
five for you 3 but ſince you abandon that life ro de- 
ſpair, which I had reſcued from the arms of death to 
offer you, Vle go and give it to that perſeverance 
you oppoſe againit me, and make a ſacrifice of it 
to happy Ae, that I may compleat the glory of his 
deſtiny. *'Tis with that intention alone I now go 
fom you, and in giving you the lalt farewel, I pro- 
teſt to you, that this day ſhall be the laft wherein 


you ſhall ſce your ſelf expoſed to my cruel perſecu-- 


tions. h 
Demetrius uttered theſe words with ſo ſorrowful 


acountenance, and accompanied them with an acti- 


on ſo little common, that Dezdamia was troubled at 
them, and remembring the woful adieu ſhe had re- 
ceived from the unfortunate gs, which according 
tohis promiſe had really prov'd the laſt, ſhe found 
ſo much conformity in the action, and in the words 
of thoſe two Princes, that ſhe was afraid for Deme- 
erixs of the ſame ſucceſſe, and of the ſame effects of 
deſpair which had deprived her of the other, and 
which had made her weep away ſo many tedious 
dayes. In this apprehenſion, being mollited even 
to the ſhedding ſome tears at that fatal remembrance, 
ſhe ſtaid Demerrius who was already going from her, 
and eying him wi.ha look ſomething more concern- 
ed than ordinary : Whether you {eign;ſaid the, or 
ſpeak. really, 1 will not have you dye ; and I have 
cauſes of grief alrcady, without your giving of me 
new ones by your death, [ without doubt ſay ſome- 
thing more thin I ſhould, but to compleat my fault,if 
it be true thati have any power over you, I em- 
employ it all in commanding you to live, that you 
may give me the 2ſhiitances you have promiſed me. 
The ſorrow which before was painted in Dewerriiu's 
face, was partly %ifſipated by theſe words, and 'twas 
not with a light alteration he found by the diſcourſe, 
& by the countenance of his Princeſs,that his life was 
not indifferent to her. He ſhewed many ſigns of 
that ſudden effect of his hopes, and bowing to the 
Princeſs in a very ſubmiſhive manner; My life, re- 
plied he, is. not worth one of your tears, and by 
ſo rich a price it would be too highly paid for ; but 
though 1 were not obliged to obedience by the Em- 
pire you have over me, certainly I owe to theſe 
marks of your good nature, the conſervation of a 
life, from which by »n acceſs of goodneſs you are 
pleaſed to draw ſo:ne ſervice. I will live then Ma- 
dam, if the Gods will have it ſo, fince you com- 
mand me, but it ſhall be no*longer thanI can do it 
without troubling, and without diſpleaſing you, 
After theſe words he took his leave of her, and hav- 
ing again obſerved that ſhe was not without fear for 
his ſafety, he went out of the Chamber with fome 
kind of hop:s, wherewith he ſuffered himſelf to be 
pleafingly flattered. He was going to the place 
where he was expected by his men, when he met 
the Prince of the Maſſugeres, who remembring 
with trouble,that he had done nothing but harm to a 
party for which he bclieved all he cou'd be able todo 
was leſs than he was obliged to, had fromthe Prin- 
ceſs and from Queen T haleſiris obtained permiſſi- 
on to fight that d:y in company with Demetrius, 
That Prince received him with an exceeding great 
joy ; and thoupgti he conſidered perhaps with ſome 


, emulation, that the preſence of ſo valiant a man 


would eclipſe part of his glory, yet did he give 
him no knowledge of it that was not veryobliging. 
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Theſe two brave warriours placed themſelves at. 
the head of thoſe ſoldiers that were to follow them 
Alexander and enelaus did the ſame on their fide, 
nd all the Princes being come upon the bank of the 
River,ſet the forces in a readineſsto ſecond them,and 
without itirring from the ſhore, ſaw them partly up- 
on the bridge, and part in boats, draw near to the 
other, which was guarded by their Enemies. 

The too great number of our combats will not per- 
mit an account of the circumſtances of this, the par- 
ticulars whereof .after ſo many ſuch like narrations 
would perchance be of a tedious length ; it will ſuf- 
tice to ſay that Orontes and Demetrius being come 
near tothe other bank without any hinderance, found, 
it overſpread with enemies, who diſputed the de- 
ſcent with a {tout oppoſition ; but being that they 
were valiant among the valianteſt, taat Love made 
them act with extraordinary forces, and that they 
were generouſly ſeconded; they opened their paſ- 
ſage at laſt by the death of a great many men, and 
made it clear for the ſouldiers wherewith the ſhore 
was quickly covered ; as ſoon as they could fight a- 
gainit their enemies with more equality than before, 
they broke into them with a marvellous vigour, and- 
ſcattered ſy many dead bodies about the field, that 
Feuceſias, who commanded on that fide as he had 
done the day before, ſeeing that Fortune was contra-' 4 
ry, and believing that if he ſhould ſtay the arrival 
of all thoſe Forces* which were coming againſt him, 
and under which the bridge ſeemed to groan in eve- 
ry place, he ſhould nor have a free return unto the 
Town, made his retreat as well as he could poſſibly, 
and leaving a good part of his men either kilPd or 
taken priſoners, got to the gates of Babylon with 
reaſonable haite, The two conquering Princes not 
being ſatis5ed with that brave ſucceſs,advancedwith- 
in ſight of the walls,toward the other ſide wher Alex- 
andcr and Menelars tought, and marching round that 
part of the City which tiood beyond the River, 
they prepared to go and fall upon the Rear of them 
that diſputed the victory againit their companions, 
That relief came to them very ſeafonably, for they 
had found ſo {tiff a refiitance on their ſide, that they - 
were in doubt with reaſon of the ſucceſs of the day, 
although they had done a thouſand valiant actions ; 
but Ariſton who commanded their Enemies, had 
no ſooner ſeen Demerrizs his Van appear, but fear- 
ing to be charged on both ſides,he quitted the field, 
and leaving them a free deſcent, retired toward the 
City as Pexceſias had done. 

In that rout many of his men loſt their lives, ei- 
ther fighting or flying, and the victorious Princes 
purſued the run awayes to the very gates of Baby-- 
lon, As ſoon as the paſſage was clear, the forces de- 
{tined to encamp on that ſide paſſed over quietly, 
and before ſun ſet the Army was equally divided on 
both banks:that part that had crofled the River,took 
three ſeveral poſts,oppoſite to thoſe on the other 
ſide, and obſerved the very ſame order. Antigo- 
14 commanded that roward the Eatt over againſt 
Craterw, Eumenes that toward the North over a- 
ain't Oryarres, and Polyperchon toward the Weſt 
within ſight of that of Arrabaſus, | 

All the other Princes remained in their - for- 
mer quarters, but having free paſſage over the 
Bridges, they viſited one another every day,,and 
went to each ſeveral poit, according as their pre 
ſence was neceſſary, The young Demerr:z, and the 
valiant Prince of the 172fſ29eres received the prai- 
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ſes that were due to them from the whole Army, 
and if Thaleſtr;s openly took intereſt in the reputati- 
on of Orontes, Deidamia could not chuſe bur be ſe- 
cretly concerned in that of Demerrizs, The Prin- 
ceſſes were iodged together, and though they had 
their Chambers apart, their whole quarter was en- 
compaſſed with a wall of Canvas,and that little enclo- 
ſure was defended by a very ſtrong guard,which kept 
watch continually for their ſafety. There was the 
uſual Randezvourzes of the Princes, and there it was 
they paſſed the greatelt part of thoſe dayes they had 
free from action. Arſaces at Berenice's feet enjoyed 
the felicity that had been interrupted by his abſence, 
and by his jealouſfie ; Crontes at thoſe of Thaleſtris 
endeavoured to repair his former faults, and his 


* former ſufferings, Demetrius with very great afſi- 


duity combated againſt the fatal thoughts of Dez- 
daemia; and Barſina who in appearance was in a 
different condition from thoſe of her companions, 
faild not among ſo great a number of Princes to find 
illuſtrious adorers. That beauty attended with all 
the graces that could ſet it off, had been vut a little 
while among perſons capable of ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding, without producing its ordinary effects, and 
many of thoſe gallant men were already touched for 
her with a pain, the expreſſion whereof, reſpeEt made 
them leave to their looks and ſighs. Among thei all 


Prince O-00ndates, who was no leſs interefled in Bar- 


fina's affairs than in his own, took particular notice 
of Prince Oxyartes, and obſerving part of what he 
had done in his preſence fince Barſima's arrival, 


_ diſcovered that his inclinations to that Princeſs were 


far from indifferency, he neither came near her, nor 
ſpake to her without changing colour, but that effect 
had been ſo ſudden, that it was eaſfie to judge this laſt 
fight had rather revived his ancient flames, than kin- 
dled new ones in him, 

This imagination made the Prince of Scythia call 
old remembrances to mind, and by little and little 
brought into his memory the diſcourſes he had heard 
before Barſina's Marriage, concerning Oxyartes his 
affection to her, but being in thoſe days he took no 
particular interelt in her fortune, he had been igno- 
rant of thoſe paſſages, or had heard them but very 
lightly. He therefore had then a defireto inform him- 
ſelf more fully of that buſineſs, and he believed he 
had credit enough with Bar{in4,to demand ſome truſt 
in what concerned her, and to oblige her to tell him 
freely all he had a mind. to know. Prince Oxyarres, 
for all he was Darius his Brother, was but ten 
years older than his Nephew Prince Artaxerxes ; 
he was then hardly above {ix and thirty, there werc 
few men in the world that were of a fairerſtature, of 
a more pleaſing countenance, or of a braver and 
more majeftick fafhion ; in his garb, and in all his 
aQions, there appeared ſomething extreamly ſuita- 
ble to the greatneſs of his birth, and that ſhew of a 
Royal dignity that was to be obſerved in his perſon, 
extended it ſelf into his manners, and might eaſily 
be diſcovered in all the ations of his life ; his va- 
Jour had made it ſelf known ſufficiently, to hearken 
without envy to the recital of that of his compani- 
ons, and would have been more famous without 
doubt.if it had not been obſcured, partly by the for- 
tune of Alexander, and partly by the deſtiny of the 
houſe of Perſia; if Oxyartes were valiant, he was 
alſo liberal, generous, and without ſelf intereſt,agd 
by all theſe noble qualities had gained the affection 
and reſpect of all thoſe Princes that ſhared in the 
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Part, V. 
command with him. Oroondates, to whom for 
his vertue, and for many other reaſons, he was more 
conſiderable than to the reſt, looked upon him alfy 
with a {triter eye, and he no ſooner believed him 
to be in love with Barſina, but he entertained the 
deſire of doing him ſervice if it were pofſible in a de. 
ſign which could not chuſe but be extreamly honour. 
able to his good friends. The more he ſettled in that 
thought, the more he recalled into his mind the re. 


 membrance of thoſe old rumours which time and 
'the importance of his affairs had blotted out of it; 


but deſiring a more particular aſſurance 'from Barſi 
24's own mouth, he ſought an occaſion to diſcourſe 


with her of it particularly; it was not hard for 


him to find one, and the next morning, being gone 
betimes to the Princeſs Berenice's chamber, he 
met. Barſina at the door, who earlier than the cy.. 
ſtom of her ſex, was coming to give her the good 
morrow, 

Berenice was in bed, and her Chamber, whichre. 
ſpect forbad Arſaces as well as other men, to enter 
at that time of the day, was open to the Prince her 
Brother, and to Barſina. As ſoon as they had pi. 
ven and returned their mutual ſalutations, and asked 
cach other the firſt queſtions that affection put into 
their mouths, Oroondates prayed his ſiſter to lic a 
little longer too, thereby to hinder the viſits that 
might dilturb their converſation, and afterward be» 
ing ſet down by her bed-ſide with Barſina, he took 
that Princeſſes hands between his, and louking upon 
her with a ſmile, If you had known, (ſaid he) - the 
deſign have to perfecute you today, perchance you 
would have avoided meeting me more carefully than 
you have done ; but if I be indiſcreet in that enter- 
priſe, you without doubt have forc*d me to this in- 
diſcretion, by the little truſt, and the little friend- 
ſhip you have ſhewed me. I will ever truſt you 
(replied Barſina with an action like his) with what. 
ſoever is moſt ſecret, and moſt important to me, nor 
do I think I have reſerved any thing-from you, that 
you deſired I ſhould make you acquainted with, You 
perfiit, (anſwered Oroondates) in a diſhimulation,for 
which you ſhall ſuffer puniſhment b efore we part; 
and ſince you have judged me unworthy to be your 
Confident, which I ſhould value more thanIdo my 
life, I will introduce my ſelf into that Honour, and 
to drive my indiſcretion to the utmoſt, I'le make my 
ſitter partaker in it, as well to puniſh your reſervati- 
ons, as to oblige you to give her proofs of the friend- 
ſhip which you have promiſed her. But what do 
you accuſe me of ? (interrupted Bar ina) and what's 
it you would have of me ? ] wouid have your mouth 
(added the Prince) confirm that to us, which Prince 
Oxyartes his aCtions have already declared; I was 
too much verſed in matters of that nature, to behold 
the actions of a Prince in love, with as much igno- 
rance as others, and that which may deceive them, 
cannot eſcape the knowledge of a man too wel} in- 
{ructed, and too much intereſſed in what concerns 
Barſina; that Oxyartesloves you, and that he has 
loved you, isathing in which I find nothing to ſur- 
prize me, but that I ſhould be more jgnorant init 
than other men, and that you ſhould have concealed 
it from him, who would open his heart to you with 
his own hands, Ifthere were any thought in it that 
would hide it ſelf from you, that's it which I will ne- 
ver pardon you without a great reparaticn, Ah! 
Brother ( added the Princeſs Berenice ) I pro- 


- teſt to you, you have prevented me, and that 
| [ 
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1 from Prince Oxyartes his actions had drawn a 
knowledge like that of yours ; I wasnot yet famili- 
gr enough with this fair Princeſs, to telt her what I 
thought, butif for your ſake I may be received in- 


 tothis confidence which you demand, I promiſe her 


that I will never abuſe it. wiile I live. Barſiza had 
not been able to hear Oroondares his words without 
bluſhing, nor ſee her ſelf expoſed to his reproaches, 
without ſome alteration of countenance , but ſhe 
quickly ſettled it, and breaking her ſilence with a 
moſt pleaſing ſmile; 1 ſhall never be angry (faid ſhe 
to the Prince) at any knowledge you ſhall have in 
my Afﬀairs, in which nothing but your goodneſs 
makes you take an intereſt; and if | never entertain'd 
you with what paſſed between Prince Oxyartes and 
me before I had the honour to know you, 'twas be- 
cauſe you never asked me of it, and that the occaſi- 
onnever offered it ſelf ; I know not (continued ſhe 
with the ſame action) whether theſe miſerable rem- 
nants of beauty have been able to rekindle an affecti- 
on which I thought had been extinguiſhed ten whole 
years? But however it be, l have no intention to 
make a ſecret of it to you ; nor to refuſe the puniſh. 
ment you will enjoyn me. It is eafie for you to 
gheſs it, ſaid the Prince, and you well may judge we 
defire nothing elſe of you now, but the recital of 
what we have been ignorant of, and of both the old 


and new paſſions of Prince Oxyarres. I will hearken' 


to you with a more than ordinary attention, and 
ſhall not be leſs rouched with the ciſcourſe of your 
Adventures, than with thoſe of Srarira and Oroon- 
dates. Youare going, replyed Barſina, to waken 
remembrances by your curioſity, of which I am ex- 
treamly ſenſible ; but what can Irefuſe to two ſo 
dear and conſiderable perſons ? Barſina made a {top 
at theſe words, and fixing her eyes upon the ground, 
kept filence a while, which ſhe broke at laſt in theſe 


terms. 
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The Hiſtory of Barſma. 


Will not cntertain you with the firſt years of my 
I life, nor with the firſt teitimonies 1 received of 

the love of my dear emnon, Prince Oroon- 
dates has learnt part of them formerly, and the di- 
vertiſement the Princeſs his ſiiter would find in them, 
could not equal the weariſomneſs ſhe would receive 
by the length of my narration, I will content my 
ſelf with tellins you, Madam, that Memnon was 
conſiderable by the greatneſs of his Birth, which 
made him hold one of the firſt ranks in Perſia, by 
the lovely qualities of his Perſon, and by that 
high reputation which in very early years he had ac- 
quired in Arms, having made himſelf famous above 
the other Perſians in. a thouſand glorious Encoun- 
ters; he alſo was raiſed to the higheſt Military 


Charges in an Age, when others do but begin to | 


make themſelves be taken notice of, and before he 
was three and twenty, he had commanded the Kings 
Armies in perſon. This high Renown making all 
Afſraſet their eyes upon him, and rendring him dear 


\ toPrince Artabaſis my Father, and to all thoſe per- 


ſons that had any power over me, was the cauſe 
that he found great facilities in his deſign of ſerving 
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me ; butif by Publick Vertues he had merited the 
gMefal citeem, he in particular had qualities that 
wroughta greater effect upon me than the glorious 
ſucceſs of his . Armies, or his high Reputation in 
War, and toſay the truth, he never fought with ſo 
much dexterity againſt his Enemies, as he ſhewed in 
making himſelf maſter of my heart, and all that the 
molt expert, and the moſt paſſionate perſons ever 
uſed to make themſelves be lov'd, was put in prac- 
tice fo gracefully by that Prince,that perhaps a more 
obdurate heart than mine would have bin wonby his 
addreſſes.1'le make no difficulty to confeſs that I yiel- - 
ded to them,nar is this confeſſion ſhamful to me.fince 
that affection which a due acknowledgment made 
me give, was authorized by the will of all my Friends, 
and by that of the King himſelf, who was pleaſed to 


interefle himſelf particularly in the Aﬀairs of our 


Houſe as being neareſt to the Crown and that which 
then held the firſt Rank in all Perſia. Afemnon hav- 
ing gained-the affections of the whole Court, the 
King upheld him in it openly, and Prince Oxyartes 
himielf before he was blinded by this indifferent 
Beauty, did him very good offices in the beginning ; 
he was one of the forwardeſt in recommending his 
perſon to me by the recital of his gallant actions, 
and in that deſign he had the favour of him, found 
better ſucceſs than he would afterward have wiſhed : 
I know not why the Gods would have that Prince to 
caſt his eyes upon me, among ſo great a number of 
p-rſons much more-lovely ; but whatever it were, 
he began to love me whenl was no longer in a con- 
dition to requite his affection, and when by the will 
of my Friends, and by mine own inclination Mem- 
z0n was already Matter of the place he aſſaulted ; 
had it not been for that pre-engagement. Prince 
O:xyartes without doubt had qualities capable to 
make him be conſidered by the greateſt Princeſſes 
of the Earth, and beſides the greatneſs of his Birth, 
and the price of his valour which had made it ſelf 
known through all .4/6a, there could no excellent 
part be wiſhed, either for the mind or body where- 
with he was not very abundantly ſtored. I ſhould 
ſay more if you had not a perfect knowledge of him; 
this Prince when he began to love me, or atleaſt to 
tolet me ſee it, was about five or fix and twenty ; 
| was ten years younger, and came into world the - 
ſame year, and almolt the ſame day with Prince 
Artaxerxes, Oxyartes continued ſome time with- 
out diſcovering his affectionto me, not being able to 
find a handſome way to deſtroy what he had built 
himſelf, nor to fall off fairly from what he had done 
in the behalf of 2ſemmon : Being he was vertuous, 
he could not but conſider the vertue of his Rival, 
who at his Age had by force of Arms added Pro- 
vinces to the Perſian Empixe; and being he was pru- 
dent he fear'd to croſs the Kings intentions, who had 
declared himſelf in his favour, Theſe conſiderati- 
ons with-held him a few months, and would per- 
chance have done ſo longer, if 2ſemnor's abſence 
had not given him both opportunity and confidence 
to diſcover himſelf, Aſemnon was ſent about that 
time With a flying Camp unto Suſiana, where cer- 
tain Cities had bred ſome jealouſies of a Revolt, and 
I remained at Perſepolis with a great deal of trouble 
for his departure. Prince Oxyarres began then to 
make his thoughts appear to me by many of his 
actions; if I had carefully obſerv'd them,and reflec- 
ing upon them {ince, I judg'd that if I had not been 
taken up with other Cares I mightHave gheſſed ar 

part 


art of his intentions, without puttinghim to the trou- 

le of declaring them moreplainly. He rendred me all 

petty ſervices with a great deal of watchfulneſs, and 

took ſuch cares in all things that concern'd me, as 
nothing but love alone could be the cauſe of ; but I 
aſcribethem to another motive, and received them as 
proceeding from that civility he had ever uſed, and 
from the good will which the nearneſs wherewith I 
had the honour to be allyed to him might breed in 
him toward me; or even from the eſteem he had of 
Memnon, whom he loved and honoured in my per- 
ſon, while he was fighting for the ſervice ofthe King 
his Brother : In brief he was fain to explain himſelf 
openly to make me comprehend the truth, and a de- 
claration from his own mouth was necefſary, to 
give me an opinion which | was very far from having 
at that time. 

I was one Evening on the Queens fide with the 
Princeſſes, and a good number of the Court Ladies, 
when the Prince ſecing me at a window a good dif- 
tance from the re{t, and with ſomthing of ſadneſſe 
in my countenance, came thither tome, and Aſpa- 
tia, and Rheſaces, with whom I was talking, having 
left him their place,out of reſpect : when he ſaw he 
was neither over-heard, nor obſerved by any body: 
Couſin, faid he, may I ask you if it be Memnon's 
abſence that makes you ſo ſad, and ſo ſolitary ? Sir, 
anſwered I, I know not what fadneſs you can have 
obſerv'd in my face ; bur how ever it be, perhaps I 
ſhould not be condemn'd by yon, though Alemnor's 
abſence ſhould have been able to give me ſome dil- 
- content. In the teams I then itood with Aeon, 
by my Fathersexpreſſe command, | well might take 
the liberty to ſpeak on that manner, without fearing 
that my freedome would be bl:med by Oyartes, 
neither had it been ſo if he had not taken an intereſt 
in it, He looked upon me with an eye in which I 
perceived ſomething extraordinary, and preſſing one 
of my hands which he held between his. Aermnon, 
ſaid he, is worthy ofa very good fortune, but that 
you have now rais'd him to is above all he Could 
| Tawfully hope for. I ſhould account my ſelf moſt 
happy (anſwered I with my former innocence ) if 1 
could contribute to the fortune ofa man, whom the 
King, whom yourſelf, and whom the whole Court 
judges worthy of affection and eſteem. If you could 
contribute to it ? ( replyed the Prince ) Ah! Couſin, 
never doubt but that you may make the whole For- 
tune not only of X{emnon, but of all perſons that ſee 
you; I fay ofall, and if I ſhould except any, it mult 
be none but thoſe that are either blind or inſenſible, 
I thought this diſcourſe very ſtrange, from the mouth 
of a Prince who had been wont to entertain me in 0- 
ther tearms, and when | was going to teſtifie my a- 
ſtoniſhment ; I ſee well ( purſued he ) that my laſt 
words have ſurprized you, I ſpoke them rather be- 
fore I was aware, than with a ſet intention, and I 
ſhould have continued to conceal that of my reall 


thoughts which you wonder at, if I could have kept . 


power enough over my ſelf todoit; you would not 
underſtand the language whereby my eyes have long 
expreſſed themſelves, and you haye at laſt reduc'd 
me to the neceſſity of declaring to you with my 
mouth, that Memon indeed is the moſt happy, and 
the moſt favour'd, but not the moſt zealous, and 
the moſt paſſionate of Barſina's ſervants. I confeſs to 
you, Madam, that in all my life, .1 had never heard 
words that were more unwelcome to me than theſe, 
and that they Put me into a confuſion, which my fi 
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lence and my bluſhing made manifeſt to Prince Ox- 
yartes; my being out of countenance made him part- 
ly ſo too, and for all his confidence he caſt down his 
eyes by my example, and difpos'd himſelf to hear 
what I was going to reply. That was it that caus'q 
my greateſt trouble, and though perchance I ſhould 
not have ſtood conſidering whether I ſhould follow 
what my reſentment would have inſpired againſt ano- 
ther; 1 could not judge ſuddainly enough, which 
way I ſhould proceed with the Brother of my King, 
and with a Prince to whom our own Family bore 
very particular reſpects. I was in the diſquiets 
which this irreſolution gave me, when I was eaſed, 
or to ſay better relieved by Prince Arraxerxes, and 
the young Princeſſe Pari/atrz, who coming near us 
with a chearful ation broke off our converſation for 
that time : When was retired into my Chamber, 
and that I was at liberty to reflec upon that Adven- 
ture, Ifound in it great cauſes of affliction; and that 
which would have made ſome others glad of this 
new Conqueſt, was that which moved me to deteſt 
it, If Oxyarres had been leſs great and leſs potent in 
the Court, the Authority of Afemmon and of my 
Friends might have maintained us againſt the power 
of a Rivall,and our Fortune ſcemed then to be crofled 
by the ſole perſon that could poſſibly crofſe it. The 
beſt conſolation I found in this diſpleaſure, was in the 
belief I had that peradventure the Prince had only a 
mind to divert himſelf, or that if he had left ſome 
moments of aftecticn to me, 'twas nothing but a 
paſſing affection, and a complacency which I ſhould 
hear no more of, I remained ſome few daies in this 
opinion, but within a while after, I was conſtrained to 
loſe it, and PrMce O-cyartes having conquered the 
firſt difficuities, was cafily carried on to continue 
what he had begun, He came to viſit me one day in 
my Chamber, where he found me taken up in the 
reading of a Letter I had newly received from er 
20a; his coming in was fo ſuddain, - that I had not 
time to put it up, and whenI would have done it he 
would not ſuffer me, but laying his hand upon it, 
pray'd me to give him leave to ſee it, in ſuch tearms 
that I could not civilly refuſe a thing of ſo ſmal! impor- 
tance ; eſpecially being that I was not unwilling he 
ſhould be confirmed in the opinion he had that 1 lov- 
ed Memnon, and that I believed that confirngation 
would ſerve to diflwade him from the defign I appre- 
hended ; he took the Letter then out of my hand, 
and caſting his eyes upon it, found theſe Words, 
j 
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MEMNON, to the Princeſs 


BARSINA. 


+ HE marks of your remembrance, my fair 
Princeſs, make my abſence too glorious 
to have any cauſe to complain of it, and all 
the pains it makes me ſn fer are too fully Yecoms- 
penſed by that goodneſs which lets fortunate 


A . 
Viemnon know you have not forcotten him : 


Byt get theſe happineſſes though they might ſa- 
tisfie a reaſonable ambition, cannot oppoſe the 
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deſire T have to ſee you again, and this impa- 
tience would perhaps be prejudicial to the 
ſervice of the King my Maſter, if it were not 
fatal to his enemies, and if it did not make 
me haſten their defeat, thereby to haſten my 
return. T will (ce you again, my adored 
Princeſs, with the hope you give me that my 
abſence ſhall not nave changed my fortune, and 
that after the combates T bave fonght, Far from 
you, T ſhall have nothing to combate with 
when I 44 Near you. 


I knew that Oxyartes read theſe words with diſ- 
content, and when he had ended them, he could 
not ſo well contain himſelf, but that lifting vp his 
eyes to Heaven,he cryed out z O Aewmnon! Mult I 
in your good fortune find the ruine of Oxyarres ? 
Theſe words troubled me very ſenſibly, but I was 
ſo a great deal more, when turning toward me, af- 
ter he had given me my Letter. Couſin faid he, 
AMemnon has reaſon to be ſotistied, and I know no 
reaſonable man that would not with the better part of 
his blood. buy a felicity like his : I would it pleaſed 
the Gods, went he on, that either 17ez:22 had not 
prevented me in the defign of ſerving Barſina, or 
that death might prevent my fear of ſerving her un- 
profitably. 

This diſcourſe ſtruck to the bottom of my heart ; 
where it pierced me with mortal itings, and though 
my confuſions made me filent for a time, a trouble 
which I was not miſtreſs of, made me break it, and 
looking upon Oxyartes with a reſEnting eye : Sir 
faid I, your diſcourſe amazes me, and I had thought 
for divertiſements of this nature, you would have 
taken another object than Barna, My divertiſe- 
ments? Replyed Oxyarres, Ah! Madam, give 
another name to the moſt material employments of 
my life. No indeed, *tis not Barfina that ought to be 
the object of . my divertiſements, but 'tis Barſin4 
who(but too much for my repoſe)is the object of all 
my thoughts, and of all my affections : this is a de- 
claration that diſpleaſes you, but 'tis a declaration I 
am forced to, by a molt tyrannical power. Sir, ſaid 
I, (interrupting him ) I am unworthy of the honour 
you do me, bur though I ſhould deſerve it, the good 
offices you did for 71ſemnor are too freſh in your 
memory to have a thought ſo ſoon of deſtroying 
them. | 

I ſerved Memon in his ſuitto you, anſwered the 
Prince, as long as I could without deſtroying my 
ſelf; 1 would ſerve him yet with the hazard of my 
life, and you may thereby judge how great the vio- 
lence of that paſſion is, which makes me croſſe the 


. fortune of a man whom TI have ſo dearly citeemed. 


I have often told you, andtold you truly, that Jem- 
non was very worthy of love; but never told you, 
neither did I ever believe, that his good qualites 
ſhould forbid all others accefle tv B4rfin4, unleſs they 
could take away their fight, and their judgement for 
the knowledge of beauty; I will never contradict 
what I have ſayd to his advantage, but you will not 
thinks it {trange if I be as indu{trious for my ſelf, as 
have ſhewed my ſelf for a friend : I wil ſpeak to you 
more modeſtly of Oxyarres, than Idid of 2femnon; 
and if I prayſed him to you for his valour, and his 
good qualities, it ſhall be by nothing but my paſſi- 
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on that I'le endeavour to recommend iny ſelf, You 
are recommendable, replyed I, both by your Birth | 
and vertue, and by many excellent parts, and you 
ſhall ever be ſo to Barſina, both as the Kings bro- 
ther, and as one ofthe perſons whom in all the world 
I ought. moit to honour ; if I muſt anſwer ſeriouſly 
to your words, you'l give me leave to fay that your 
changeattoniſhes, and afMlcts me both together, and 
that 1 cannot conſider theſe different proceedings 
without having reaſon to complain of one of them: 
inthe former you conformed your ſelf to the Kings 
intention, to that of my friends; and if I dare fay fo, 
cven to mine own inclination ; and'in the latter you 
thwart all that you before had favoured, Hitherto, 
ſaid he, 1 have carricd my ſelf either as a man with- 
out paſſion, orasa man that was maſter of it, and 
now I dolikea man that is not only paſſionate, but 
like a man that is a ſlave to his paſſion ; I for the rea- 
ſons you alledge, have reſiſted this affetion which 
diſpleaſeth you; as innocent and as full of reſpect as 
itis; butall my reſitance has ſerv'd for nothing elſe 
but to render it more violent, and more imperious : 
in ſhort, fair Barjia-, it is nolonger in my power to 
hinder my ſelf from loving you, though to the con- 
ſtderation of 47:72:07, you ſhould joyn all thoſe that 
ought to be ſtrongeit in me: and if by them you 
make me comprehend that I have done amitfs, and 
make me know the greatneſs of my pain, yet can 
you neither cure me of it, nor make me to repent 
my fault, But Sir, replicd I infinitely perplext, 
what can you hope for froma perſcn whoſe ingage- 
ment 15 not unknown to you ? And how great a glo- 
ry ſocver it be to me to be loved by the Brother of 
my King, why do you reduce me to the neceſſity of 
being ingratciull to your afteion ? I do not pretend 
anſwered he, to be conſidered by Barſina as the 
brother of Darims, and ſhould be unworthy of the 
honour to ſerve her, if I thought to make uſe of other 
advantages, than thoſe my ſervices can give me ; my 
birth has nothing that can exempt me from ſervitude; 
and | now proteit before you. that Iwillnever combat 
Memaons felicity, but by the teſtimonies of my 
paſon. Give way to this defigne, fince it cannot 
be delivered, andifI cannot be loved by you, ſuffer 
me at lcaſt ro love you, without making the effect 
of it to be your averſion. I muſt be fain to ſuffer all, 
ſaid I, from a perſon to whom Towe all, but I cannot 
without a very ſenſible grief, acknowledge the ho- 
nour you do me, ina ſeafon when I cannot receive it 
without being the moſt faithleſs woman in the world, 


| Totheſe words I added many others to difſwade him 


from his reſolution, but he {t1l] continued firm, and 
by the reſt of onr converſation' made me ſufhicientiy 
underitand that he would very hardly be withdrawn 

from it. | 
After that day he let ſlip no occaſion of expreſſing 
his love to. me, and entertayned me with it every 
time he had opportunity ; 'twas always with as much 
reſpect as I cou'd have exacted from the meanelt 
Perſian, and with ſo good a grace, that a perſon leſs 
preensaged would have found it very difticalt to de- 
fend her ſelf againit him 3 but being I was really po 
ſeſſed with an aftetion to femme which he bad ex- 
treamly wei! deſerved, and that belides that tie. I 
was many waics obliged by my {:onour, to Kcep the 
conſtancy I owed to him, 1 couid not reccive the 
proofs of Prince O:xyartcs's love as other than caufes 
of a very jut affliction, I had liv'd ſome time in 
theſe diſcontents, when to bring me ſoine conſolatt- 
oy! 


on in them Aemnor returned to Perſepolrs , after 
having done the King marvellous good ſervice in his 
commiſſion, and brought the Rebells of S»ſia4 un- 
der'a perfect obedience: The King received him 
with great demonttration of friendſhip,all the Court 
welcom'd him with a great deal of honour, ane 1 did 
all that modeſty and decency permitted me, to teſtifie 
that his abſence had not altered my inclinations, He 
had determined in his return, to demand from my 
Father and from the King himſelf, the laſt effects of 
their good wills, but at his arrival he found the Court 
in preparations for ihe voyage that was thought up- 
on for Scythia, whither the King, exaſperated by 
the loſs of certain troops that had been cut in pieces 
upon the frontiers, reſolved to goin perſon,and to 
take all the Royal family along with him. *Twas 
partly for that reaſon that the King had made him 
haſten his return, and having diſcourſed with him in 
private touching his deſigns for that intenced war, 
obliged him to deferre that of his marriage ; the 
little defire I had to engage my ſelf under that yoke 
ſo ſuddenly, made me approve of his cenſiderati- 
ons. nor did think it ſtrange that ſo warlikea ſpirit 
ſhould zive it felt wholy to an expedition of ſuch con-_ 
ſequence. He forgot nothing in the mean while 
that could make apprar the greatneſs of his love, 
and expreſſed the rroubles our ſeparation had cauſed 
in him; in tearms that made me think him yet more 
lovely thar. he had ſcemcd to me belore his depar- 
ture [I would not cntertain him fo quickly with 
the love of Prince Oxy4a7tcs and believed he would 
know it bus too ſ-0n. without my being haſty to tell 
him of a thing which he could not hear without dif 
content ; neither was it needful I ſhould rake that 
care upon me, for the third day after his coming 
home, Prince O-xyarres himſelf ſaved me that labour, 
he was confiZent it could not be long e're he would 
learn the truth, and therefore he reſolved to declare 
ittohim himſelf ina faſhion ſomething extraordina- 
Ty. 
Having found him at the Kings riſing in the Morn- 
ing, he made much of him,as he had been accuſtom- 
ed todo, though in his face a ſuſpicivus body might 
| havediſcovered the alteration of his heart, and having 
intimated that he had a mind to talk with him in 
private, he led him out of the Chamhcr into a Galle- 
ry cloſe by ; there they took three or four turns, dif- 
courfing only of indifferent matters; but when 
Prince Oxyartes ſaw there was no company near ,and 
believed he might ſpeak without being overheard, 
aſter having look'd in MMemnor's face with an action 
that was not ordinary, he began thus : You would 
be itrucken, brave Memnon, at the diſcourſe I have 
to make to you, if you had not acourage great e- 
nough to hear ſtranger Novelties without being 
daunted; and yet perchance, for all you are ſo ac- 
cuſtomed to all manner of Events you will not be a- 
bleto hear the confcſſon I am going to make with- 
out being ſurprized ; I was willing it ſhould be ra- 
ther from my mouth than any other bodies, that 
you ſhould be informed of the offerce I have done 
you, fince in avowing it, I may repreſent my weak- 
neſs to you better than another, and alledge the po- 
wer that has made me fanlty to you. Ina word, 
Valiant Afemnen,] love Barſina,and 'tis only by the 
loſſe ofmy liberty I have offended you. The Gods 
are my witneſſes,that for your conſideration I defend- 
ed my ſelfa long time, and that the remembrance of 
what I ow'd to you, to our friendſhip, and to the ſer- | 
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vices you have done the PerſiauEmpire,made me for 
a great while oppoſe the violence of a paſſion, which 
is become too imperious to be reſiſted any longer; 
| love Barſina.and if without dying I cou'd keep my 
ſelf from loving her, I would certainly co it for your 
ſake ; but ſince 'tis an attempt I cannot hope for ever 
my ſelf being ſo far engaged, ſuffer what my deſtiny 
has ordained in ſpight of me, and ſuffer me to be your 
Rival, who has ever been your Friend, and whoſe an. 
cient affection is not alienated by the birth of this 
ncw one. Oxyar res perhaps would have ſaid more, if 
the ſadneſs he obſerv'd in Iemnons face at ſo uncx.. 
pected a diſcourſe, had not hindred him from going 
on; ineffcct he was ſo ſurpriz'd, and ſo afflicted to- 
scther,that as he afterward confeſſed to me, he in all 
the accidents of his life, had never been in ſo {trange 
a perplexity. He had alwaies born a great reſpect, 
and even a great affection to the perſon of Prince 
O-xyar res; but he had ſo great a zeal and ſopreat a 
love to the King, to whom he believed he ow d all 
that was poſſible, that he held whatſoever concern'd 
him.in a molt ſacred veneration ; that was it that cau- 

ſed his molt ſenſible diſcontent, and he made it ſuffici- 

ently known to the Prince by his ſilence, and by the 
alt:ration that appeared in his countenance ; yet hay- 
inga mighty courage,he ſtrove to receive it with de- 
jection, and lifting up his eyes from the ground, 
where he long had kept them fxt, to turn them upon 
Ocxyarres's face, he anſwered him in theſe tearms, 


| With what greatneſs of courage ſoever you are plea- 


ſed to flatter me, you ought not to think it ſtrange, 
Sir,that in the confeſſion you have made me, I find 
much matter of grief, and of aſtoniſhment; I am a» 
ſtoniſhed that a Prince to whom I am indebted for a 
part of my happineſs, and whom by a zeal not incon- 
fderable, I thought had obliged to my protection 
rather tan to my ruine, ſhould have changed h:s in- 
clinations for my deſtruction ; an& ſhould go about 
to take that from me with inhumanity, -which 1 be- 
lievedI held from the King ,and from himſelf, rather 
than from the merit of my perſon, or that of my ſer- 
vices and Iam afflicted thit Fortune having a will to 
raiſe me up a Rival, ſhould have raiſed me up the on- 
ly man that I could fear, and the only man that could 
triumph over me by all manner of advantages ; if a- 
monsg all the Perſtans,or perhaps among all the inha- 
bitants of 4ſia,any other but Prince Oxyarres,ſhould 
unjultly afſanlt my Fortune, I wou'd without doubt 
defend it, and defend it perhaps to his confuſion; I 
would make uſe of thoſe Arms which are dayly em- 
ployed for the ſervice of your Houſe, I would make 
uſe of a good number of generous Friends,and for my 
oreatelt advantage | would make uſe of that friend- 
{nip wherewith you heretofore have honoured me; 
but being to diſpute it againſt Prince Oxyarzes, I 
can draw no manner of Aſſiſtance, neither from 
thoſe Arms I wear to bght for him and his, nor 
from that friendſhip which his p:ſſion has cruclly 
extinguiſhed : I cannot Sir, I cannot diſpute any 
thing againi you, and yuu may take Barſ#4 
from me, both by the greatncſs of your Birth and 
Authority, and by the merit of your perſon : 1 know 
that I ought to yield to you in all things, yet canl not 
yield Barſina without giving my life up to you with 
her; the reſpect I owe you has not that empire vpen 
my love,but if my life be contrary to your ſatisfecti- 
on I know how to give it you with the ſame courage, 


that makes me hazard it every Cay ſor the {ervice cf 


OaJa; tes was teuched 


all that has relation to you, 
with 
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with theſe words, but they wrought no effect upon 
his paſſion, and being willing to expreſs his intenti- 
ons to emnon : I do not pretend,(faid he) that my 
Birth, and the Rank I hold in Perſ7a, ſhould give me 
any advantages over you, and for the Conqueſt of 
Barſina, I'le make no uſe of that which I account to 
be below her, and below your Vertue; if you can 
fear me for a Rival, 'tis only as the Lover of Zarſina, 
and not as the Brother of Darizs, for I mean not to 
difpute her again{t you by the Kings Authority, nor 
by that I may have my ſelf in his Dominions, buton- 
ly by my ſervices,and by the proofs of my affection. 
You have yet an abſolute advantage over me, and 

ou ſee me undertake that with very little hope, 
which you have juſtly, and happily obtained : The 
Victory is yours when I do but begin to fight, and 

Barſina's heart which I afſault with feeble forces is 

quite o'recome already by the merit, and by the 

love of Memnor ; *tis in this point that my condi- 

tion isas much to be implored as yours is glorious, 
and that if you ought to look upon a Rival who e- 

ver was your Friend, *tis rather with compaſſion 
then with reſentment. Afemmon was a little flattred 
with-theſe words, but they were not able to ſatisfie 
him, and he was goings to reply with a countenance 
diſcontented enough when the King was gotten rea- 
dy, while they were talking, broke off their conver- 
faton by coming into the Gallery with a great deal 
of company. Memnon who was ſeized with an extra- 
ordinary ſadneſs, and who felt himſelf uncapable of 
any pleaſant entertaiament, would not ftay near the 
King in that humour, but finding means toſlip away 
in the croud, went out of the Palace, and came into 
my Chamber juſt as I was dreſſed, to make me ac- 
quainted with his trouble. I preſently ſaw it in his face, 
and gheſſed the cauſe,when he declared it to me him- 
ſelf in ſuch paſſionate tearms, that he exceedingly 
redoubled my affliction by the knowledge of his ; he 
at firſt made ſome complaints for my having conceal- 
&d a thing of ſuch importance from him, but I con- 
tented him by ſaying, that my care of his quiet had 
obliged me to it, and that ſince it was an unwelcome 
news, I had deſired he ſhould hear it rather from the 
J mouth of another, then from mine. He could not 
J keep himſelf that day from going a little beyond the 
limits of that moderation which was very natural to 
him, and after having complained of his Fortune, 
and of Prince O-xyarres who came to croſs him ſo un- 
juſtly. Madam, ( ſaid he) if Prince Oxyarres will 
conteit with me only by his love, and by his ſervices, 
ought I to fear he can deprive me by thoſe wayes, of 
what I hold from your goodneſs alone ? and ought I 
to fear that you wi!l look upon the advantages he 
has over me, to my deitruction ? Ah! if this fear 
be lawful, Cas you deſire the favour of the Gods) 
give me ſome knowledge of it, and ſuffer me not to 
conſerve my life a minute after the loſſe of my hopes. 
In another ſeaſon, (replyed I) 1 would not have ea- 
fly pardoned this diſcourſe, nor dol think that by 
any of my actions I have given you any juſt cauſe to 
ſuſpect me of inconſtancy - I ſhall know how to ren- 
der unto Prince 0-xyarres what I owe to the Kings 
Brother, without forgetting that I owe all to Xer- 
non ; and though with his love and ſervices, he ſhould 
alſo employ his Authority, and that of the King his 
Brother, he ſhould nor be able to deprive you of 
what you have ſo lawfully acquired. If it prove ſo 
(ſaid Memn:n, better ſatisfied than before) as with- 
out doubt it will, ſince my fair Princeſs promiſes it 
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me, I will no more lament my deſtiny, but ſhall ac- 
count Prince Oxyarres his love, rather an effect of 
Barſina's merit, than of my ill fortune. He wascom- 
forted on this manner by the promiſes reiterated to 
prefer him while I lived, before a!l the perſons 
in the world. He was many times upon the point 
to haſten our Marriage, thereby to break Oxyartes 
his pretenſions, but then he believ'd he could not 
do it handſomly, after he himſelf had declared to the 
King, that he would ſtay till the return of that Voy- 
age, for which all the Court was making preparati. 

ons, and he judged that by that precipitation contra- 
ry to his former deſign, he ſhould exaſperate Prince 
Oxyartes whom he intinitely conſidered, and incite 
him to go beyond the tearms he had propoſed; theſe 
Reaſons retarded it, and in the meantime he ſuffer- 
cd the viſits Prince Oxyartes made me, by the aſſy- 

ances I gave him every day, that he could not draw 

any lawfull cauſe of fear from them ; they often met 

in my company, and [ uſed Oxyartes ſtill with great 

reſpect, and emnen asl had been wont to do be- 

fore Oxyarres was concerned, Orxyartes ſhewed 

very much diſcontent at it, and expreſſed it in moſt 

paſſionate complaints, when he was alone with me, 

but his reſentments never made him flee out againſt 

Memnon, nor againlt me ; he kept ſtill inthe reſolu- 

tion he had taken to employ nothing to his advan- 

tage, but his love and his ſervices. - Inthe interim 

he carried not his paſſion ſo ſecretly, but that it was 

quickly taken notice of by the whole Covrt, and 

came alſo to the Kings Knowledge. 

That great Prince who cheriſhed 1Zemnon, both 
through a ſtrong inclination, and through a juſt ac- 
knowledgement of his ſervices, who had particular- 
ly favoured him in his deſign upon me, and who had 
moreover engaged himſelf to ſupport himin it to the 
uttermoſt, heard this news with ſome diſpleaſure, 
and as ſoon as he ſaw Prince O:xyarres, teſtified to 
him by reaſonable ſharp words, that he had diſob- 
liged him, by crofling the affections ofa Perſon that 
was ſo dear and ſo conſiderable to him as Memon, 
Prince Oxyartes who had prepared himſelf for that 
event, hearkned to the Kings reproof without inter- 
ruption, and when he had done ſpeaking ; Sir, (ſaid 
he) ifmy loveto Barſina were an effect of my will, 
I ſhould be faulty in thwarting the intentions you 
have infavour of Memon; but ſince it is by con- 
ſraint I yield, you canonly accuſe Barſma's charms 
for their violenceupon me; if I could ceaſe to love 
her, I would do ſo to pleaſe you, but ſince that 
effect of the complacency I owe to your Majeſties 
deſires, can never be in my power; permit me, - 
Sir, to ſuffer a 'pain, for which I will uſe nore- 
medy that Ademnon himſelf can juſtly diſapprove. 
You will thereby be better ſerved then you were 
formerly, Memnon to maintain himſelf in your af- 
fetion and in your eſteem to the prejudice of O-ry- 
artes, will ſecond the firſt actions he hath done for - 
your ſervice, by others greater, and of more impor- 
tance ; and Prince Oxyartes whom the glory and 
fortune of Afemnon have prickt with emulation, will 
ſeek the occaſions ofmaking himſelf as conſiderable 
by his valour, as he is by the honour of being bro- 
ther to Darizs; we ſhall itrive who ſhall be forward- 
eſt to fight for you in the war to which we are going 
to march, and if Bar/ina can yet be diſputed apainii: 

Yemnon, weſhall both of ns endeavour to purchaſe 
her with our blood, and with that of your Majeities 
enemies. You have no need of that motive, 

Bhbbb (re- 


$14 
(replied the King) to actions of valour which are 
ordinary to you, and the Perſians conſider you no 
leſs for your vertues, than for your birth ; but net- 
ther of them can diſpenſe with me for what I owe to 
HMemnon; and without ingratitude, 1 cannot for 
the paſſions ofmy Brother, no nor for my own, loſe 
the remembrance of his ſervices, nor that of the pro- 
miſe | have made to favour him in his love to Barſ:- 
za : if after this knowlesge of my intentions, any 
other but my Brother ſhould go about to croſs them, 
I would oppoſe his with all my authority, and would 
perchance make him repent his little conſideration of 
my will; bnt fince *tis from a Brother, and from a 
Brother who is very dear to me, thatI receive this 
diſ reſpe&t, I will content my ſelf with praying him 
as his Brother, to lay aſide ſo unjuſt a paſſion, if he 
can poſhbly. and if he perſiſt in it, not to hope for 
any ſupport or aſſiſtance from me, to the prejudice 
of what 1 owe to Memnon and to my word, No 
Sir, anſwered the Prince, Idemandnothing of your 
Majeſty but the permiſſion to ſerve Barſiza, and I 
proteſt to you that that favour ſhall never produce 
any cfie& you can have cauſe to diſapprove. I have 
already told you, (ſaid the King) that I would not 
uſe my authority to force your inclinations; but net- 
ther will you think it itrange, that 1 leave Barſ#ma 
in the liberty of hers,and that I grant JZemmnon,ſo long 


as heſhall behave himſelf as he hath done hitherto, 


all the teitimoni:s of my aſtection he can in reaſon de- 
mand, Such was the diſcourſe between the King 
and the Prince his Bruther, which O-ryarres was not 
overmuch fatisfied with, but he diſſembled his 
trouble the Belt he could, and that very day being 
come to viſit me, he told me part of that converſa- 
tion. + 
While theſe things paſſed on this manner, there 
were great preparations for theScythian Expedition, 


in which the King reſolved to take the Royal family ' 


with him, and by his example, the chief of thoſe 
that went that voyage took their wives and daugh- 
ters with them, to wait upon the Queens and Prin- 
ceſſes, who for all they were ſo young, were expo- 
ſedto the hardſhip of that journey. True it is, that 
the magnificence and commodiouſneſs of their Tents 
and of their Chariots, made it almoſt as eaſie as the 
abode in Towns; and the King believed it no ſmall 
mark of his Greatneſs, to be able to remove, whi- 


therſoever he went, a Court as full of pomp, as that | 


he had at Perſepolis. My mother, my ſiſters, and 
my ſelf, were of the number of thoſe that made the 
voyage, and with us Roxans, Iſpatia, the daugh- 
tor of Mentor, and many other of the faireſt, and 
moſt principal Ladies of Perſia, whom you ſince 
have known. Oxyartes and Afemmnon exprefied an 
equal ſatisfaction, when they knew they ſhould go 
to the war without being parted from me, and 
that I ſhould be in a manner preſent at the actions 
they meant to do in emulation, to make themſelves 
worthy of my affetion. Thoſe were the tearms 
they were pleaſed to uſe; and when the day of our 
ſetting forward was come, O-xyartes addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Memnon in my preſence : Aemnon, (ſaid 
he) the time draws neer when we ſhall diſpute for 
Barſina, by the ways that are permitted me : you 
have acquired a brave and a juſt reputation, which 
is that flatters Bzrſina in your favour, and ſhe be- 
lieves with a great deal of reaſon, that a man leſſe 
valiant, or atleaſt lefle famous than Memo, is not 
worthy of her affetion : perhaps 1 paſs in her opini- 
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on for a mar of little valour, but I hope fortune will 
now give me the occaſions to make her know that] 
am not born without courage. I know [I haye 
not undertaken an eaſie enterpriſe, in propoſing tg 
my ſelf to win a fame in this Expedition equal to thar 
of yours; but I muſt either die, or be accounted þ 

Barſina to be as valiant as Mſewnon, Well charge 
the Enemy together, we'l {trive who ſhall hazarg 
himſelf furtheſt in ſeeking glory, and he that can 
make moſt Scythians periſh under his ſword ſhall he 
called moſt worthy of Barſina: ſoisit we oughtty 
conteſt for her, and he that ſhall gain her by his 
ſword may boaſt that he hath more gloriouſly ac. 
quired her, than if ſhe were his only by the Kings 
favour, or by the favour of Arrabaſus. Oxyartes 
ſpake on this manner, and femnorn replyed with x 
great deal of modeſty : Sir, I neither ought nor will 
diſpute any thing againſt you, andI reckon both my 
valour and my reputation much inferiourto yours; 
it ſhall not be with an intention to equal you, that 
Ile aſſault the Scythians in your company, but ſince 
you are pleaſed I ſhould wait upon you, perchance 
I ſhall go on far enough to conſerve that glory for. 


tune has given me, and ſhall do it without other de. | 


ſign than that of continuing to the King and your ſelf, 
thoſeſervices whereby I had hoped for &arſiza,by his 
approbation and by yours. 
thanI anſwered Oxyarres, but you ſuffer your Adti- 
onsto ſpeak, when mine are ſilent ; and the ſatisfacti- 
on of your mind renders you free from thoſe fits of 


paſſions which carry me, without doubt, beyond | 


my ſelf; but be it how it may, I'le do my heſt ci- 
ther to execute my propoſitions or to deliver you 
quickly of a Rival]. They had ſome other diſcourles 


1 my preſence, and within a little after took horſe | 


with the whole Court, which departed that day from 
Perſepolts : I willnot talk to you of the magnificence 
of our Troops, and of the Kings equipage ; of the 
number of his Guards, and of his Chariots; you 


know, Sir, in what manner he was wont to march, | 


and you fince have heard that it was witi a Pomp 


worthy of the greateſt King in the World, and with | 
two hundred thouſand fighting men, that we ad- | 
It was in that expedi- | 
tion that Prince Artaxerxes firſt bore Arms,. and |} 


vanced toward the rats, 


'twas in the ſame field that Prince Oroondates made 
his glorious Apprenticeſhip both in Love and War. 
We took long marches toward the Araxis, where 
our paſlage was prepared, and during all the voyage, 
neither Oxyarres nor ſemnon were ever from me, 
but at thoſe times they were forced to ſpend in their 
ſeveral charges. Oxyarres who had a deſire to make 
himſelf remarkable in emulation of {emnor, pray'd 
the King his brether to give them equal employ- 
ments, to the end that with forces and commands 
alike, they might make their valours knowh without 
advantage ; and though Memnon very modeſtly re- 
fuſed that equality with O:xyarres, yetdid he accept 
of it at the deſire of that Prince, and peradventure, 
what reſpect ſoever he teſtified toward him, he had 
no great repugnance againſt it.The King divided all 
his Cavalry into two parts, each of which conſiſted 
of ſeven or cight and twenty thouſand horſe, and ſet 
thoſe two valiant Commanders at the head of them 
with an equal authority. Afazers had the Com- 
mand of all the Infantry, and Prince A-tabaſits 
my Father was the Kings Lientenant General 
of the whole Army ; the little knowledge [ 


have, even in the tearms of War, _—_ me 
rom 
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from ſpeaking of the march of our Army, and ofour 
firſt ſucceſſes. After a great many ofdayes we came 
to the bank of the 4r.4x:s, and upon Bridges of 
Boats that were prepared, our Forces palſed' that 
River, and encamped in the Territories that obeyed 
the King of Scyrh:z. The King and the chief Com- 
manders would have bad the Ladies ſtay on this-fide 
the River, butthey all together oppoſed that moti- 
on, and the Queens proteſted that ſince the King had 
brought them ſo far,they would follow him whither- 
ſoever he went., You know, <ir, all that paſſed of 
any conſequence at that rime,and 1 will only tell you 
and the Princeſs your Siiter, who is much leſs in- 
tructed in them, thoſe matters wherein have ſome 
interett, We hardly were beyond the River, when 
we heard that the King your Father with all the forces 
of Scythia, was coming to meet us, and the next 
day after, our Scouts diſcovered your foremoſt 
Troops, who came to encamp within half a dayes 
march of ours. You are not ignorant, Sir, of all the 
skirmiſhes that happened in thoſe beginnings, and as 


you made your ſelf renowned by a thouſand gallant 


actions on your {ide ; on ours young Artaxerxes in 
thoſe fir{t trials of his Arms,acquired a marvellous re- 
putation : but Oxyartes and Aemmnon prickt with e- 
mulation, and engaged by the propoſitions they had 
made,ran on mutually to extraordinary exploits, and 


by the report of thoſe that came off thoſe ſervices, , 


did ations that were altogether wonderful. Per- 
chance you may remember one encounter, which 
was the moſt bloudy of all that paſſed beyond the 
Araxis, and which might deſerve the name of a bat- 
tel, though the whole Armies fought not in it, ſince 
on both fides there were above twenty thouſand 
men left dead upon the place. I remember it very 
well, ( ſaid Ororres interrupting Barſina) it was to 
gain a riſing ground which was of advantage to each 
party, that the Cavalry was inſenſibly engaged ; 
we conteſted for it with a great deal of bloud, and 
there it was I received my fir{t wound. The Troops, 


( went on Barſina ) were already mingled, and | 


ſlaughter had brought diſorder amongſt them, when 
Prince Oxyartes ſeeing Memnon, (who bloody all o- 
ver, hewed open his paſſage with his ſword amongſt 
your men) came up to him with a loud cry, and 
placing himſelf by his ſide ; emnon (ſaid he) do 
you ſee yonder Red Standard,about which the great- 
eſt force of the Scyrhians appears,and where without 
doubt their moſt conſiderable Captains fight in per- 
ſon ? Memnon having caſt his eye that way where 
Oxyartes pointed ; I ſee it anſwered he, and if I be 
not deceived tis the King of Scythia's own Standard, 
fincethere are ſo great a number of men that defend 
it. -There it js, (replyed O-xyartes) that we muſt 
ſeek for B2rſina,or for death; we mult either periſh 
or brings off that glorious mark of valonr. Let's on 
Memnon, and ſce to which of us fortune will give 
that advantage. . Saying theſe. words he flew with 
his ſword in his hand into the midit of the Scyrhians, 
and Memnor excited with ſome reſentment for ſee- 
ing himſelf prickt with honour in ſuch an occaſion, 
inſtead of anſwering, ran whither glory call'd him 
with an impetuouſneſs like his; I have heard them 
fay who where preſent at that action that never two 
men fought more generouſly ; that emulation had 
like to have been fatal to both of them, and they 
ruſhed headlong into dangers, where in all probabi- 
lity they ſhould have met with death ; but Foxtune 


was more favourable tothem, and thoſe that fol- | 
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lowed them were ſo animated by their example, that 
they broke the Scythian Squadron in that place.;, and 
the. throng of thoſe that .environed the Standard, 


upon which they had ſet theiraim, |being opened by. 


their fury, they that defended it nearer, were either 


routed or cut in pieces, and he that hore it, was bea- 


ten down with two blows given him, at the ſametime 


by Memnonand Oxyartes ; they bath ſeizdu pon it 


at the ſame inſtant, - but as ſoon as 2ſemnon caſt his 
eye.upon Oxyarres,he pulld back his hand which he 
had thruſt forth, and being willing to yield him the 
glory of that action ; The Standard,Sir, (ſaid he) is 
yours, and mine the honour of having ſeconded you. 
No Memnon, (replyed Oxyartes) I will not rob you 
of your part ina glory which is equal between us, 
anc. I amnot ill ſatisfied to divide it with you : With 
theſe words he gave the Standard into the hand of 
thoſe that followed them, and turning another way, 
carried new markes of his VYalour thither. Here 
Oroondates interrupting Barſina : That which you 
tell me, ( ſaidhe) is very true, 'twas indeed the 
Kings Standard which we loſt in that encounter, and 
'twas a Nephew of A ſacomes that carried it; but the 

King my Father was not inthe field that day, and he 

comforted himſelf for the loſs of his Standard by the 

gaining of that piece of ground, for which we had 

fought. 

In all other occaſions ( purſued Barſina ) Prince 
Oxyartes did almoſt on the ſame faſhion, and he 
hardly everſaw any danger into which he invited not. 
Memnon, and into which he did not precipitate him- 
ſelf with him : Mez:noz ſought not thoſe occaſions, 
but being ſtung to the quick, neither did he avoid 
them, and though in his diſcourſe he yielded all to 
Oxyartes, yet he diſputed all with him by his aCti- 
ons; this manner of proceeding had like often to 
have been their deſtruction, and was the cauſe that 
they ſometimes committed faults in point of their 
Commands, by fixing themſelves too eagerly upon 
particular actions. The King himſelf blamed them 
for it many times, but it was hard to convert Oxyar- 
tes, who had undertaken either to eclipſe the glory 
of Memnon by the luſtre of his own, or make him 
periſh inthe dangers to which he expoſed him dayly, 
or force him to quit his pretenſions to me by the dif- 
ficulties heraiſed him up. In the mean while they 
both ſaw me every day, and Prince O-xyartes ex- 
preſſed his paſſion to me by ſuch obliging, and ſuch 
pleaſing markes, that if indeed I ha not bcen pre- 
poſſeſſed, and prepoſſed with a great deal of juſtice, 
I ſhould not have been unſenſible of it. He chan- 
ced to. be one day alone with me, and taking his 
time to entertain me with more liberty than he did in 
company : Shall I never bend you ? (faid he to me) 
and will you ſee me languiſh eternally at your feet, 
without teſtifying at leaſt that my pains are not un- 
pleaſing to you? Any other body but your ſelf, if 
they were not ſenſible of love, would be touched 
with compaſhon; and not let her ſelfbe ſo.far dazled 
with a firit action, but that ſhe would ſtill have eyes 


to judge of thoſe that love and ſerve her:Is my paſſion, *' 


or my perſon the more deſpicable, becauſe another 
loved you before me? And may I not repair for the 
time to come, what I loſt in time paſt, by having 
employed ſome years of my life in other occaſt- 
ons than thoſe of your ſervice * Muſt Memnor's 
Genius have fo great advantages over that of 
Oxyarres ? And finally, mult 1 be born to be bis 
ſlave, and he to be my Conquerour and my Maſter ? 
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You are born Sir (anſwered 1) for -greater matters 
than thoſe in which you now employ your ſelf; and 
I am born with all manner of inclinatioris to'honour 
you as Iought todo; Do not believe, Sir, that I 


arr pnſenſible of the proofs of your affection, I re- 
ceive them witf much acknowledgement 'and 're- 
ſp&tt? and the advantages I give to Memon, pro- 
ceed From an ancfent and a lawfull Engagement, and 


not x preferring of his paſſion before yours ; if 1 
were tyed to you in the ſame manner, and that a- 
monpg men there could one be found, who by Birth, 
of by the Qualities of his Perſon might be account- 
ed above you, 1 would undoubtedly diſdain him, to 
keep my ſelf exactly within the conſtancy I ſhould 
oweto you; and perchance I ſhould not have thoſe 
thoughts of acknowledgement and reſpect for him 
which have for you. Ah! cryedthe Prince, huw 
cruel] are thoſe thoughts of reſpect to Oxyartes ? 
And how little is it by them that his love ought to 
be requited, in the condition to which it has now 
ſubjected him ? Caſt but your eyes upon that I bear 
to you and do not kill thoſe hopes to which my life is 
fairned, by an unſenſibleneſſe which in vain you 
would diſguiſe; I might be ſatisfied with the rea- 
ſons you alledge, if I were upon other terms, and 
if i were wounded with a light affection, but in the 
ſtate amreduced to by the violence of mine, I can 
live by nothing butthe hope of 'being loved by the 
Princeſs Barſina. As he ended theſe words, he took 
one of my hands which was more than he uſed to 
do, and keepiag it by force, put his mouth upon it, 
and held it there ſo long, that 1Zemnon coming then 
into my Chamber, found him in that poſture. Al- 
| thoughT believe that 2Zemnon was confident enough 
of my affetion, to . draw no jealouſie from that 
ation, yet was I ſo out of countenance, and ſo 
vext together for ving been ſurpriſed 'in that con- 
dition, that I cquld not diſſemble my aſtoniſhment, 
nor my trouble }, the two Princes eaſily obſerv'd it 
by the colour that came into my face, but 1ſemnon 
gs the quick\at that unpleaſing ſight. and tak- 
ing that colour to be an effect of ſhame for his com- 
ing in, could not ſo well contain himſelf, but that he 
ſhew'd ſome part of his reſentment. Bluſh not 
Madam, ſaid he to me, Prince O:xyartes does well 


deſerve to have that granted in the beginning of his 


love, which is not due to Memnon after a ſervice 
of many years : Theſe words, in which I found a 
great deal of ſharpneſs, coming out of Aemnons 
mouth, touched me very deeply, and being defi- 
rous to let himknow it was not with my conſent that 
Oxyartes had obtained that freedom. That which I 
orant not to 1ſemneon,(replyed I) I grant to no body, 
and *tis by other markes I would teſtifie my reſpect 
to Prince Oxyarres, than by liberties he has taken 
againſt my will, Aemnon found ſome fſatisfaftion 
in theſe words, but Oxyartes was terribly nettled by 
them, and could not ſee the care I took to juſtifie my 
ſelf to Ademnon in his preſence, without a great 


dealof trouble ; I ſaw his countenance alter, and- 


after he had ſtayed a while to make himſelf Maſter 
of his reſentments - -emnon (ſaid he) is worthy 
of the Empire he has over your mind, and his for- 
tune would not be greatenough, if you were not ſo 
careful to make him ſee your innocence. Yes 
AMemnon, "twas by force ar i diſcreet Oxyarres 
Kiſſed Barſinra's hand, and to rofl my fault I am 
oblig'd to endeavour her juſtification - With theſe 
words he went out of my Chamber, not ſtaying for a- 
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ny reply.and left mein a greater confuſion than I was 
before; although I took no pains to hide frem him 
my -inclinations to Ademnos, yet: was 1 eXtreamly 
troubled, that O:xyarres had taken my care to juſlife 
my ſelf, proceeding from my complacency. fox 
him; and indeed- to take it ſo, that carriage had 
ſomething that was diſobliging to Oxyarres, but he 
took it ſoiÞ from me, that of many daycs he ſaw me 
not apain, and by an eftc& of anger, and of jeg. 
loufie, he began thento hate Jemnon, with whom 
till that time he had ever kept intcarms of eſteem and 
in ſome remainders of good will ; by little and little 
he-grew more cold io him, and in the cnd hardly 
ſpoke to himat all, This came to the knowledge of 
the King, and of the whole Court,. and the King 
uſed his utmoſt power to ſettlethe mind of Oxyartes, 
but he was not able, and that jealous Prince could 
not without a violcnt indignation behold a Rival 
that had ſo great advantage over him. His anger 
againſt me was quickly diſſipated, and he payed me 
my viſits again more conſtantly than ever : 'Twas 
about that time, Sir, that our army was infected 
with a Diſeaſe which deſtroyed a great part of it be. 
yond the 4raxi, and took away Dar: his hopes 
of the progreſs he thought to have made in Scythia; 
we thereupon repaſſed that River, leaving your 
fields covered with many thouſand Perſians, and 


; returned into our own Territories, whither you fol- 


lowed us preſently after, and encamped within a 
little diitance of our Army : There it was that many 
memorable actions paſſed, there it was that you af- 
ſaulted our Camp by night, and there it was that 1 
began to be indebted to you, fince I was one of the 
number of thoſe Ladies that happened to be in the 
Queens Tent when both your fortune and ours 
brought youTthither to ſave us from the violence of 
the Scythians, and to make you fall your ſelf into 
the power of our fair Princeſs. There it was that 
I firſt ſaw you in a condition, that could charm 
and territic both together, and that among all thoſe 
to whom your ſight was ſo favourable] perhaps was 
ſhe who had the moſt grateful thoughts for ſo confi- 
derablea ſervice; I will not ſay any thing more to 
you of that encounter, nor of the effccts it produced 
in us,fince that's not the thing youdeſire from my dif- 
courſe,and that | ought only to tie my ſclf to my par: 
ticular Adventures, 

Oxyartes and /Memnon ſtrove who ſhould ſpend 
moſt of the time with me, which they had free from 
employments of the war ; but with a different ſuc- 
ceſſe, for all that I ſaw really great, and really loved 
in the Perſon of Prince O:xyartes, was never capa- 
ble to make me forget what 1 owed to my former 
affeion;z yet I. confeſs I was not inſenſible of that 
he bore to me, and that it was not without ſome dif- 
content I ſaw him ſo il] ſatisfied, but could no more 
than pity him, and intreat him as much as poſſibly 
I was able, to give over a deſign in which he could 
not perſevere; if he had a good opinion of me, he 
would fly into paſſion at thoſe requeſts inſtead of 
difpoſing himſelf to grant them, and in the mean 
time he was ſo exaſperated againit J/emnor, that 
he could no longer ſuffer him but as an Enemy ; yet 


would he never make vſe of thoſe advantages his 
Birth afforded him; and though he met him with me 
every day, his reſpec to me kept him {till within 
his former tearms, and hindred him from ſhewing 
his alteration otherwiſe than by his coldneſle and 


his filence ; but at Court, and in other ragecr” 
took 
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took a greater liberty ,and fave Aſewnon cauſes of 
complaint, which he never. would have endured from 
any body but Darim's Brother, he could not ſufter 
his Valour to be ſpoken .of with thoſe praiſes that 
were wont to be given it, and when occaſion of that 
giſcoutſe happened in. his, preſence he leſſened the 
worth-of it, as much as poſhbly he could. The King 
was talking one day -upon that ſubject with the 
Queens and a great many other perſons, and after - 
that ;upon ſome encounter which had paſſed a few 
dayes before, he had ſaid ail tro Jdemmnon's advan- 
tage, that, truth, and tie atlection wherewith he 
honoured - him very eſpecially could pur into his 
mouth, the Prince ;jcalvus and impatient, not being 
able to hear the continuation of that diſcourſe, where 
inhe ſeemed to be particularly concerned. Afem- 


. non(ſaidhe tothe King is valiant, but there are a 


great many of your Subjects whoſe valor is not infe. 
riour to his ; if there be any ſervice done Aemnon 
goes neither further, nor more boidly on than we ; 


| but though a good part of tiie danger be ours, the 


glory is intirely his, and perchance it would be ſought 
for with morc hazard, if it were dijtributed with 
more juitice, The glory of 31cmeor, replyed the 
King, does no injury to yours, and {6 ;ong as you 
had no other intere{t, you never went about to op- 
poſe it ; tis nothing but your own change that makes 
you -unjuit to your ſel,while you accuſe others of 
injutice, and that makes you commit a fault, 
which, you would have judged unworthy of you 
when you nad your reaſon undiiturbed. Oxyarres 
bluſhed at this anſwer of the Kings, butreſpect hin- 
ered him from replying, as without doubt he would 
have done to any other body. This diſcourſe was 
related to A7emnen, who heard it without being 
moved, out of the reſpect and love he bore to the 
Kings perſon, and as oftenas they told him any ſuch 
paſſages, or that he received any new proof of Ox- 
yartes's hatred, I am very unfortunate (would he 
fay) to be hated by the Brother of my King, but 
though Oxyarres ſhould kill me with his own hand, 
I will never hate the Brother of Darizzs. This cha- 
racter of reſpect and love was graven ſodeeply in 
his heart, that he ſcarfe ſo much as murmured be- 
fore me againit his perſecutor, and he was yet more 
firongly confirmed in tiat humour, by a very odde 
event which fortune ſent him. He was abroad with 
five or fix hundred Horſe upon ſome defign he had, 
when he met a party of Scyrh1azs much greater than 
his, and having with leis prudence than he was wont 
to ſhew in other Encounters, ingaged himſelf in fight, 
while by his valour he counterballanced the incquali- 
ty of number, he was charged and ſurronnded by 
another Squadron of the Enemy, whereby the firſt 
was ſeconded, and though for the victory, or for his 
ſafety hedid extraordinary exploits, his life had bcen 
in manifeſt danger if the Gods had not brought 
Prince Oxyar res thither,, who was gone forth that 
morning with a thouſand Horſe, The Prince hav- 
ing a while beheld that unequal combat. from a 
higher ground, preſently Icarn'd the truth from a 
Horſe-man, that was running away to ſave himſelf, 
and when he knew that Fortune working to his ad- 
vantage was going to free him of a Rival, | in the de- 


* feat of a ſmall body of thoſe of his party, he was 


at the ſame time aſſaulted with very different 
thoughts ; that preſſing diſquiet put him inſtantly in 
a ſweat, and he by his action made thoſe that were 
about him ſee in how great a conflict he was, Let's 
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ſtay (ſaid he to himſe'f) til Memon be killed, be- 
fore we give our party the relief we are bound to do» 
when my Rival is dead, Ile ſave thoſe that are left, 
and will do that for his revenge, which my love for- 
bids to do for his reſcue. This was his firſt ſuggeſtion, 
but his vertue, and the urgent neceſſity would not 
ſuffer him to continue long in it. O Fortune my E- 
nemy ! cryed he, why didit thou not guide me to 
ſome other place : and fince I was to ſuccour my Ri- 
val, why didit thou not make him periſh before he 
was in a condition to be the better for it? ſaying 
theſe words, .he commanded to ſound a charge, and 
fall upon the Scytbians with a fury which they were 
not able to ſullain;in ſhort they were quickly routed, 
and after having lolt a great many of their men, they 
left thfe Field and the Victory to Prince Oxyartes, 
and to Mcmnon his life, and the means to know his 
Deliverer: I was not without grief that he ſaw 
himſelf indebted to his Rival for his life ; but being 
he had neither ingratitude nor pride, he was willing 
to appear ſenſible of that obligation, ashe was bound 
to be, and turning toward the Prince with an action 
accompanied with ali ſigns of acknowledgements : 
Sir, ſaid he, my life is yours, and I ſhould fa 
you had gain'd it by this lait effe&t of your — 
ty, if by all manner of rights you were not in po- - 
ſeſſion of it, before ; but in offering it I offer you no- 
thing that was not yours already, and nothing which 
you and yours might not ever diſpoſe of with moſt 
abſolute Empire. Y 

The Pince who had done an ation which he could 
rejoyce at, though his vertue forbad him to repent 
it, ſeemed little ſenſible of: Memnons acknowledg- 
ment, not ſo much as giving. heed to his words; I 
have done nothing, ſaia- he, out of generofity, or 
out of friendſhip to you, nor hadT any other defign 
than that of fighting with our Enemies, and relieving 
our Party. Having ſpoke theſe words heturn'd a- 
bout from Memuoz, and rode away without giving 
him leilure to entertain him longer, Memnon that 
very day mace me the recital of that Adventure, and 
by that augmentation of eſteem he gave me for Ox- 
yartes, did but redouble my diſcontent to ſee him 
perſiit ina deſign whereby he was like to reap ſo lit- 
tl: ſatisfaction, For Memnon he was ſo neerly 
touched with that obligation, that if Oxyarres had 
delired any thing elſe of him but what he did, he 
would have given it upto him, without reluctance - 
he praiſed his action before the King, in tearms 
that made the whole Court know how great a ſence 
he had of that good turn ; but Oxyarres was neither 
moved with his acknowledgement, nor with his 
praiſes, and expreſſed to all the World that he ac- 
counted himſelf molt unfortunate, in having been 
forced by his duty to fight: for the preſervation of a 
life, which was oppoſite to the repoſe and to the fe- 
licity of his; he difſembled not his thoughts to any 
body, and when I would have praiſed him for itas 
well as' others, and have teſtified that I had ſome 
partin the obligation, he received my diſcourſe witha 
great deal of coldneſs. I did not hope, faid he, to 
have thanks from you, which are not advantagious 
to me, nor did I think to do you a ſervice worthy of 
theſe brave acknowledgements in expoſing the life of 
O-xyartes for the defence of Mewinors ; Ihad no 0- 
ther intention but that of fighting/againit the Scych:- 
ans our Enemics,and if in the execution of that deſign 
I have been ſo happy as to do: you a good office in 
the preſervation. of my rival, I wiſh with all my 
heart 
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heartT had done it you to the full, in loſing for his 
vreater ſecurity, and for his repoſe, that lite where- 
of you make fo littic reckoning. Ah Sir, replyed 
I, loſe that opinion if you have it, and do not be- 
lieve I can make little reckoning of your life, nor 
of your perſon : I conſider them both as I ought to 
do; .and I have thoughts of you, which nothing but 


my ill fortune hinders you from being contented 


with. I will content my ſelf, anſwered the Prince, 
when my paſſion ſhall be the thing you conſider moſt 
in me, and when in Barſna's heart, which can e{ta- 
bliſh all my felicity, 1 ſhall ſee no body more happy 
nor more favoured than my ſelf. If that could be, 
faid I, you ſhould have no cauſe of complaint againſt 
a perſon who is every way diſpoſed tghonour you. 
That may be, added he with an extraordinary tone, 
that may be perhaps by means we have nut yet made 
trial of, and in the deſpair into which you caſt me, 
and the ſhame of ſeeing my Rival triumph over me 
ſo eaſily. I ſhall be capable of all things I can at- 
tempt, without exceeding the terms I propoſed un- 
to my ſelf when I began to ſerve you. As he ended 
theſe words he went out of my Chamber with an 
action that had many ſigns of anger in it, and was 
hardly gone twenty or thirty paces from the Tent , 
when he chanced to meet with Memnor; he changed 
colour at that encounter, as Memneon told me after- 
ward, but he quickly recovered himſelf, and-having 
returned Memnons ſalute, he put forth his hand to 
him, witha more open countenance than for ſome- 
time before hz had been wont to ſhew him, Will 
you give me leave, faid he, tohavea little diſcourſe 
with you, to ask your councel and aſſiſtance, about 
a buſineſs I lately had notice of ? 'emnon was ſur- 
prized at this demand, but he diſſembled his aſto- 
niſhment, and receiving the Princes words with a 
cheerful countenance : Could I be fo happy, repli- 
ed he, as to believe my Prince would employ for his 
ſervice this life which I hold from him ? and ſaying 
theſe words, he followed him that way heled ; at- 
ter having by O:xyartes's example commanded his at- 
tendants to leave him, they walk't together a while 
without ſpeaking, or if they ſpoke *twas only of 
indifferent rhatters ; but when they were a good way 


| from their ſervants, and that by the interpoſition of a 
Hittle hill, they were out of ſight of the Tents,Prince 


O-xyartes made a ſtannd, and turning toward Mem- 
non, after he had lookt a while filently upon 
him : You ſhall know now ( ſaid he ) the ſubject of 
the diſcourſe I defire to have with you, and ſhall 
learn to what uſe I reſerv'd that life for which 1 
fought to the prejudice of my own; whenlT under- 
took to ſerve Barſina with you, or rather when 
was forc'd to it by a paſſion, which for your ſake 
I had long reſiſted, I promiſed youl would never 
help my ſelf again{t you by the authority of the 
Kings my Brother, nor by that which my rank 
might give me amongſt the Perſians, and that I 
would diſpute Barſiza with you only by my ſervices. 
I think I have kept my ſelf exactly enough within 
theſe limits, I have uſed no kind of credit, nor pow- 
er to hurt you, and in the imployments we have had 
to make our ſelves worthy of her eftcem, I have 
ever ſought for an equality between us; I will conti- 
nue to theend in this manner of carriage toward you, 
and fince I have lov'd Barſina unprofitably, and 
that by the victory you bear away from me, my 
hopes are quite extinguiſhed, as you triumph over 
my repoſe, you moiſt alſo triumph over my life, or 
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defend your own with armes equal to mine ; ] f 
not to this reſolution againſt you, but at the extre- 
mity wherein my life has no other foundation bur 


the loſs of yours, and wherein the repoſe of yours: 
depends on nothing but my death alone; this is 
the laſt action we will do for Barſina, ſhe ſhall be 


the Prize of the Conquerour, and the viQtory ſhall 
give that to the more valiant, or to the more for- 
tunate, which during the life of his Rival, his ſer- 
vices never could ſecure him of, In ending theſe 
words Oxyartes drew his ſword, and preſented him. 
ſelf before Mdemnor in the poſture of a man read 
to fight, but Aſemnon did not the ſame; but after 
having hearkned to his diſcourſe, and beheld his 
action without ſhewing any ſign of aſtoniſhment, 
or of being moved, he anſwered him with a ſetled 
countenance, and with an abſolute coldneſs ; you 
have reaſon Sir, to go to take away a life which I 
hold from you, and a life hurtful to your pretenſi- 
ons ; but I ſhould not have reaſon, if I went about 
to defend it againſt you who have acquired it by 
ts preſervation, and who are the brother of my King; 
neither ſhall it be ſaid, I drew my ſword againſt him 
to whom I owe my ſafety, or againſt the brother of 
Darius to whom I owe all, and I would rather 
turn it againſt my own breaſt, than againſt a Prince 
whom thoſe two conſiderations ſhall ever make me 
reverence; If my life be odious to you, ind if by 
the obſtacle I have been to your pretenſions I deſerve 
to dye by your hand, content your deſire, pierce 
this heart proud of Barſina's image, and this heart 
which draws your hatred by its ambition ; but do 
not ſtrive to blaſt me at my death with an ingratitude 
whereof I never can be capable. What ? (replied 
Oxyartes)does Memnon ſee his mortal enemy defie 
him to fight ; and if he be that ſame Afemnon who 
paſſes for valiant among the Perſians, has he not the 
heart to defend his life againſt him? I never wanted 
heart ( anſwered Aemnon) in dangers that perhaps 
were greater than thisI have now before my eyes, 
and my reputation is well enough eſtabliſhed not to 
fear the fall of it by this aQion; 1 ſhould not have 
been prevented if fortune had given me other ene- 
mies, and I had already received offences from you, 
which any other man but Prince Ox yarres,& the bro- 
ther of Darizs ſhould perchance have waſhed away 
with his blood. Youarc diſpenced with for all thoſe 
conſiderations, ( ſaid Oxyartes interrupting him ) 
both by the quality I reſolved to keep with you in 
the birth of my afietion, and by the declaration[ 
make, that *twas not with any deſign to oblige you, 
or to ſerve you;that I ſuccoured you againſt the Scy- 
thians; the King will not be diſpleaſed with you 
for this action, when he ſhall know the truth of it; 
you owe more to your honour, and to the defence 
of your life, than to your reſpect for him ; and tis 
in ſhort by no other way that can be repaid for the 
obligation you believe you have to me, Then 1 
will be cternally in your debt,replyed Aemnon,and 
tis by my own blood I acquit my ſelf, and not by a 
blood which is ſacred to 2emnon; and a blood for 
the conſervation whereof will ſhed mine own to the 
very laſt drop. If neither the love of life, added 
furious Oxyarres, nor that of honour touches you 
any longer, and if you fear not todye by my hands, 
or to live with infamy among the Perſians, at lcalt 
indeavour to defend Barſina, whom I am reſolved to 
take away from you, or diſpoſe your ſelf to yield 
her tome, if you dare not diſpute her againſt me. [ 
yeild 
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- Goſt thou not fear I ſhould difſhonor thee among the 


,much perhaps, ſaid he to AZemnon, but have not 


fie ſome diſpleaſure againſt him for it; he would 
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yeild you Barſi74 ſaid Afermon in yeilding you my | 
life ; bur if my life be left me, Ile never leave my | 
Love, nor my prctenlions to Barſina. | 

O Gods! cryed Prince Oxyartes quite tranſports | 
ed, with what an unworthy Rival and with what an 
unworthy Enemy do you oppoſe me ? And dolt xhou 
not fear (continued he turning toward Aemmor ) 


Perſians, whom thou hait abuſed with a falſe gloſs 
of valour ? and that this cowardiſe ſhould make 
thee loſe that fame thou halt unjuſtly got, and which 
thou holdeſt from fortune rather than thy courage ? 
I ſhould fear it, anſwered patient /ermnon, and 
I ſhould believe I were guilty of cowardiſe if in the 
injuries you do me, I did not find (better than in all 
the combats I have fought for him) an occaſion to 
teſtifie my true reſpects untomy King, and the true 
affection I bear him; this is the higheſt proof of it 
he could ever deſire : and with what cowardiſe ſoe- 
ver you would blemiſh me, you know me well e- 
nough your ſclf, to think that the fear of a fingle man 
can never make me avoid the combat; you often 
in as dangerous occaſions have ſeen me out.brave 
death without terrour, and give my blood liberally 
enough for you and yours ; 'twas by that remem- 
brance i had hoped for an uſage from you very difle- 
rent from this you make me ſutter, and that had ex- 
pected any thing elfe from Prince Oxyartes, rather 
than theſe cruel threatnings, ina love whoſe begin- 
ings he himſelf upheld; rather than bloody outrages 
againſt my reputation, and rather than a cruel and 
violent deſign againſt a life which was never ſpared 
for the intereſts of his Houſe. While Memnon 
ſpake on this manner, Oxyartes looked upon him in- 
tentively, and in theſe laſt words found ſomething 
that ſoftned him, and made him repent his defign ; 
the more he reflected upon it, the more he found it 
violent, and in the end after having well cxamined 
it he abſolutely condemned it. I have done too 


been Maſter of my paſſions, and for the time to 
come I will endeavour to regulate them better if it 
te poſſible. As he brought forth theſe words he 
put up his ſword, an1 turning his back to ſermon, 
went from him and returned to the Tents. Afem- 
201 agitated with cruel diſquiets retired to kis, not 
meaning to viſit me in that condition, leſt I ſhould 
take notice of his il] humour. Yet hadhe ſo much 
diſcretion and ſo much reſpect to Prince Oxyarres, 
that he would not diſcover his proceeding to any bo- 
dy, for fear the King ſhould take itamiſs, and teſti- 


not ſpeak of it ſo much as to me, doubting I might 
find ſome matter of aMi&ton in it, arid I never heard 
any thing of it tilla long -while after, In the mean 
time Prince O-yarrtes, (whether it were by the an 
ger wherewitn he had been tranſported to ſee a man 
preferred before him whoſe Birth was inferiour to 
his, and who ſurpaſſed him not in good parts, or 
by the love which he blindly bore to me, ) was no 
ſooner at his Tent but he was ſeiz'd with a violent 
Fever, and it increaſed with ſo much vehemence, 
that within three days the Phyſicians began to doubt 
of his recovery. Being that Prince was infinitely 
elteemed by the whole Court his ſickneſs cauſed a 
general ſorrow, and the King to whom his vertuc 
made him dearer than neerneſs of blood, fell into a 
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to him. In the fits of his Feaver he ſometimes fell 
into ravings, and while reaſon was diſpoſſeſſed of 


| her government, he talked of nothing but Barſina ; 


and by all his actions made thoſe that were about 
him judge, that nothing but his love had cauſed his 
ſickneſs. This knowledge redoubled the Kings af- 
flition, and he gave himſelf over to his ſorrow in an 
exceſſive manner when he believed he could not ſuc- 
cour his Brother without deſtroying Memnon whom 
he loved very dearly, and to whoſe ſervices he be- 
lieved himſelf as much indebted as to his own word, 
whereby he was ingaged to him. Yet was henotſo 
dear to him, as to have that affection ruine which 
he bore his Brother, and he could have deſired if it 
had been poſſible, that Memnon of his own good. - 
will fhou!d contribute to his cure ; but he would ne- 
ver ſpeak to him of it, and would rather have run to 
any other extremity than that of employing his au- 
thority to oblige him;Iwas one of the firſt that viſited 
him with my Mother, but as ſoon as I came near his 
bed, he was moved inſuch manner as confirmed all 
that were preſent in the belief they had of the cauſe 
of his fickneſs. Till then he had lived with mein a 
diſcretion that had hindred him from entertaining me 
in company, with a paſſion which he knew I diſap- 
proved, but ſeeing himſelf then in a condition that 
ſeemed to afford him a greater liberty, he made no 
difficulty totake it ; and looking upon me with lan- 
guiſhing eyes : Fair Barſina, ſaid he, Idie for you, 
and by my death I abandon a happineſs to Memon, 
which by the greatneſs of my love, Iperadventure 
had deſerved as wel as he, Saying theſe words he 
turned away his eyes from my face, and by his aCti- 
on touched me ſo that I hardly was able to retain my 
tears; Sir anſwered I, you ſhall not die for Barſina, 
and it had been better ſhe had never come into the 
world,than to cauſe ſo great adammage to her Coun- 
trey. My death is little conſiderable, replyed the 
Prince, and I reccive it willingly, fince it is favoura- 
ble to you in delivering you from my importunities. 
I never received any from you, faid I, which I would 
be delivered of by the leaft of your diſcontents, 
and if your life depended on my wiſhes, I would 
make as many for your health as for mine own. You 
have more goodneſs in appearance, replyed he, than 
incftect, and when you ſaw me in another conditi- 
on, you contributed nothing to hinder me from fal. 
ling into this,in which you ſee me for the love of you. 
Yet 'tis not, continued he with a ſigh, to reproach 
you that I tell you this, you are too juſt in all your 
actions to find any reaſon to condemnthem, and be- 
ing | puniſh no body but my ſelf for the faultsI have 
committed, I ought alſo to accuſe no body but my 
ſelf of the advantages you give my rival. Hehad 
ſaid more without doubt, it the Phyſicians had not 
entreated him to keep ſilence, and if the Queens,ac- 
companied by the two Princcfles and Prince Artax- 
erxes their Brother, had not entred then into the 
Chamber, and coming to his bed-fide had not bro- 
ken off that converſation, If Tomitted not to viſit 
him, Memnon for all he was his rival, and for all he 
was ſoill ſatisfied with him,was not one of the laſt in 
oftering to perform that duty, but the Prince ,ex- 
preſs'd a repugnance for his viſits, and when he was 
told that he meant to come and ſee him, he made 
known that he ſhould do him a pleaſure to forbear; 
It ſufficeth that] am vanquiſhed ( ſaid he ) with- 
out ſhewing me the face of my Conquerour, and 


if 2Zemnon be generous, he ought to content him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf with his victory, without inſulting over me in 
my misfortune. Theſe words of the Princes which 
were told ſermon again, hindred him from com- 
ins into the Chamber, but not from going every 
day to the,door to enquire how he did ; that very 
care difplealed the jealons Prince, and he ſaid to 
thoſe that brought him word of it. tell _ 
that I have but a few dayecs to live, that heas but 
a while to exerciſe his patience, and that he ſhould 
not labour fo much to learn the news of my death, 
Theſe words ſtruck Memnon very deeply, whoſe 
intent was far from..Oxyartes ſuſpition ; and inthe 
mean time his ſickneſs grew ſo dangerous, that the 
Phyſicians could no longer difſemble their apprehen- 
fions. Then did the Kings affection to him break 
forth into greater ſigns of ſorrow then he yet had 
ſhewed, and then did that good Prince abandon 
himſelf unto his grief with more exceſs than was 
expected from the greatneſſe of his courage. 
AMemnen who ſaw him in that eſtate, who asl have 
told vou, had the ſtrongeſt love to him that ever 
ſubje&t bore his Prince, and who beſides took no- 
tice of the admirable 2oodneſs he had towards him, 
in letting a brother periſh whom he lov'd more dear- 
Iy then himſelf, rather than ſeek his ſafety to his pre- 
judice, fell into a grief wherein he was like to have 


been overwhelmed.and conſidering that he ought no - 


longer to ſuffer thoſe proofs of his Kings aftection, 
without ſhewine the vimo!t he could hope from his, 
he reſo! rather to 4: than to abuſe his goodneſs 
in an unhandſonie menacr, and finding him one day 
deeply buried in his iadneſs ; Sir ſaid he to him, If 
Ican contribure to the life of Prince Oxyartes, be 
not in fear of recovery; "Tis true, Ilove Barſina, 
but I love my King as 1 oughtto do, and to preſerve 
him a Brother worthy of his affeCtion, I ſhall know 
how to overcome my paſſion, and to yeild that to 
Prince Oxyartes, which perhaps I have too much 
diſputed againſt him. The King lift up his head 
at theſe words, and having a while looked upon 
Memnon, without ſpeaking, he caſt his arms of a 
Tadden about his neck, and embracing him with an 
extraordinary tenderneſs; My dear Afemmon, ſaid 
he, I ſhould have let Oxyarres die, and ſhould 
have died my ſelf, before I would have asked you 
what you offer me with ſo much generoſity ; but 
if really you can contribute to my Brothers ſatety 
without hazarding your own, I ſhall be indebted to 
you for all my quiet, and ſhall never find any recom- 
pence worthy of you. Aemnon o'rcharg'd with 
grief made noreply, but onely taking his leave of 
the King with a low obeyſance, went {ſtraight to 


Oxyartes Chamber, and notwithſtanding all that | 


they who were at the door could ſay to hinder him 
from ſeeing the Prince, he entred into the Chamber, 
and came to his Bed-{ide, As ſoon as the Prince 
knew him, he turned his Head the other way, and 
by ſome ſighs which he could not retain, made ap- 

ar that he was touched with*his fight, and that 
he hardly could endure it; A{emnon meant to put 
him out of that ill humour, and drawing near to 
him with confidence : Sir, (ſaid he) for the love of 
the Gods, and for the love of Barſina, receive me 
no longer as an Enemy ; I come not here to triumph 
over you by the advantages Fortune has blindly 
given me ; but I come to deliver them up to you, 
to abandon all my pretenſions, and in ſhort, to 
yield you Barſina, of whom you are more worthy 
then I, Oxyartes his reſentment againſt 2ſemnon 
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was not ſo great, but that a good part of it was pre. 


ſently diſhpated by theſe words, and he ſcarce haq 


heard them, when turning towards him with more 
ſuddenneſs than his weak eſtate could probably have 
ſuffered ; What, cryed he, cmnon, is it to give 
me Burſina that you cometo viſit me? Yes, Sir 
replyed Memnon, *tis Barſinal reſign to you, and 
you may recover upon the aſſurance that ſhe ſhall no 
more be diſputed with you. And what will A/c». 
01 do (added the Prince) if he loſe Barſina ? He 
die, (anſwered Jemnon) and it is more juſt that he 
ſhould die, than that the life of Prince Oxyartes 
ſhould be longer in danger. Ah! (cryed the Prince) 
if one muſt die, I know how to die as well as you, 


and my ſpirit will be no more daunted then yours 


with the image of Death ; I fear it perchance as lit. 
tle as youcan do, and if you have no other remed 
for my health, I account that worſe then the diſeaſe 
you would fave me from, If hade're a gentler 
ſaid Memnor, I would make uſe of it to content 
you, without amuſing your ſelf about conſiderations 
that are too trivial to oppoſe the ſafety of ſuch a 
Prince as Oxyartes; your death would draw the 
imprecations of all Perſia upon me, and Darius 
would have juſt occaſion to detelt the ingratitude of 
a man, who by the loſs of a thouſand lives like his 
cannot repay the ſmalleſt part of what he owes 
him. At theſe words, without ſtaying for a reply, 
he went out of the room in ſo firange a condition, 
that he could hardly have been known by his moſt 
familiar Friends. As he had done that action with. 
out making me acquainted, and believed that ] 
would find juſt cauſe of complaint againſt him, for 
ſceing kim ſo lightly quit pretenſions in compariſon 
of which he a few dayes before would have deſpiſed 
the Empire of 4ſia; he had not the confidence to 
come into my preſence, or perhaps fear'd he ſhould 
want reſolution in taking leave of me for the depar- 
ture he had before determined ; all that he did to bid 
me farewel, was to get free of all company, and 
ſhut himſelf up in his Chamber to write me a Letter, 
the words whereof I think were theſe. 


eM emnon to the Princeſs 
Barſma. 


[| Leave you, my dear Princeſs, ſince my 
crucl Deſtiny ordains it me, and Ican no 
longer diſpute you againſt the Brother of Da- 
rius, and the Brother of Darius dying for 
you; it 7s not perhaps than IT want courage 
to defend my Intereſts, but T can no longer 
defend them againſt the goodneſs of my King, 
who could, and peradventure would at laſt 
have taken that from me by Authority, which 
T give up to him by a too juſt acknowledge- 
ment : Tet do not belicye IT leave you, with- 
out alſo leaving my life: T am going to aye, 
but T will dye far from you, that T may not 
trouble by my death the felicities T give unto 
my Rival, and thoſe to which you are deſtined 
with a Prince worthy of. you 5 Thbeſeech you 

| ts 
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to have but 4 moderate ſenſe of my loſs, lnce 
my Fortune will be glorious if I can eſtabliſh 
yours 5 and Fever attribute that fo any want of 
love, which is arigoros effect of Duty. 


Memnon gave this Letter to one of his Servarits, 
to bring it to me, as he got on Horſe-back to leave 
the Camp, but the night was near,and became pre- 
{ently after ſo extreamly dark, that having no light 
at all to ride that evening, he could advance his Jour- 
ney butalittle way. You may calily judge of my 
ſorrow at the reading of that Letter, ſince it is very 


- true that I loved Memon as muchas he ought to de- | 


fire, and ſince I never had beenſhaken in my firlt af- 
ſetion, by the advantages I might have hoped for 
in Prince O-xyarres; my grief was ſo exceeding vio- 
lent, that it deprived me almo{t of all ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding, and 1 think I had ſunk under it, if I had 
' not been well aſſiſted by the endeavours of thoſe a- 
bout me ; I poured forth my tears with all manner 
of liberty before all my friends, who approved of 
my affection, and I made them all ſo far concerned 
in my grief, that their faces ſeemed little different 
from mine. As dark as the night was, Hydaſpes 
and Cophes my Brothers, would nzeds take Horſe 
that very evening, to ride 1n ſearch of M:wn0z, but 


| thoughl was little in a condition to doit, they by all 


means would have me write two or three linzs to 
him, believing that they wou'd be more powerful to 
brins him back than all the perſwaſions they could 
uſe ; I ſatisfied them, -and with much ado wrote 
theſe few words whichI gave them for him, 


Barſma to Memnon, 


Newer will pardon you the injury you do 
[| me, if you repur it not by your return; 

nor will Þ ever call that other than an 
efſe® of your ingratitude and forgetfulneſs, 
which duty never conld have exaffed from you: 
Live, and comeback again, if you will have 
me live, and firive not ſo much to be faithful 
and acknowledging to Darius, as thereby to 
become falſe and ingrateful to Barkina. 


I will not repeat the complaints I made, the il- 
courſe of them would without doubt be tedious to 
you, and therefore you ſhall onely know that that 
night was the moſt cruel one to me of all that ever 
I had paſſed in my whole life ; but if it was ſharp to 
me, it was favourable to the health of Prince O--y- 
artes,and he fell into a ſweat at the end of which his 
Fever was almoſt quite gone. Before it was day 
they found fo viſible an amendment in him, that 
they doubted no more of his recovery ; but as there 
was a Change in the condition of his body, there 
was alſoa very great one inthat of his mind, and that 
Prince after a great conflict ali that night, had obtain- 
ed a gallant victory over his paſſions ; the carriage 
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of Memnon, who had ſo generouſly givert up his own 
life for the preſervation of his, had wrought ſo far 
upon him, that from that very moment ,he had re- 
ſolved to uſe his utmoit endeavours to make him- 
ſelf Maſter of that love, wherein he could hope for 
no ſatisfaction, but by the ruine of ſo generqus a 
man. He found it extreamly difficult, as he con- 
feſſed to us afterward, but having a very great cou- 
rage, he did ſo cftectually repreſent to himſelf what 
he believed he owed to the action, and to the vertue 
of Memnon, that though he could not diſpoſe his 
mjnd to forget me, he brought it to quit me to Mex:- 
0, and rather to ſuffer all things than to croſs his 
pretenſions any longer. 1 know very well, (ſaid 
he to himſelf) that twill be hard for me to loſe the 
love I bear to Barſina, but I will oppoſe vertue 
again{t its power, and peradventure, time, and a lit- 
tle abſence may work my perfe&twure. Scarce had 
he taken this reſolution, when the King who that 
day roſe extraordinary early, came into his Cham- 
ber, and overjoyed with the hopes that were given 
him of his recovery, drew near to his bed fide. As 
ſoon as the Prince had caſt his eyes upon him; Sir, 
(ſaid he) I ſhall live, nay more, Fle live without 
Barſina if it pleaſe the Gods. Aernonhad reſigned 
her to me out of an exceſs of love and reſpect to you, 
but I am now in condition not to abuſe his good. 
neſs. | 

The King was tranſported with contentment at 
theſe words, and embracing Oxyartes with.a great 
deal of tenderneſs, Ah! Brother, (ſaid he) if that 
which you te!] me were poſſible, how much glory 
would you reap by that aftion, and how infinitely 
ſhould 1 be indebted to you. It is poſſible, Sir, 
(replied O-xyarres) and you ſhall quickly ſee proofs 
ol it. While they were ſpeaking on this manner 
Artabaſizs came in, who told them of A{emnons de- 
parture, and ſhewed them the Letter he had written 
tome. The King at the reading of it appeared exceed- 
ingly afflicted, . and the Prince having heardit ; Ah! 
(cried he) let me rather die, than cauſe the death of 
noble MMemnon. Sir, (continued he turning toward 
the King) for Gods fake ſend after himinſtantly,and- 
let them aſſure him that I renounce Barſina, and: 
that Ple renounce her withoutdying. The King de- 
layed not a moment to execute what the Prince deſi- 
red, immediately he made a great many men take 
horſe; and to give them an authority which Ademner 
ſhould not be able to difobey, he would needs have 
Prince Artaxerxes £0 forth with them. That Prince 
full of goodneſs, was ſoon on horſeback, and having 
informed himſelf and thoſe; that followed him what 
way Memnon had taken, he ranto ſeek him with all 


poſſible ſpeed. Good Artabaſr came preſently af- 


ter into my Chamber, where he gave me account 
of all that had paſſed, and where by the relation he 
made me of O:xyartes his change, and of: the order 
that was taken to fetch Memnon back, he gave me 
hopes that drew me partly o:t of that depth of ſor- 
row wherein I had been buried. | 

In the mean while Xemnor was gone, but the 
night that came on preſently aiter his departnre, had 
proved fo dark, that not bein's able to ſec his way, 
he had been conſtrained to al:i#ht and {tay in a Wood, 
where he expectcd the morning with itrange dif- 
quiets, I willnot tell you.wiat bs thoughts were, 


though he made me. the 7ecit 4 of them, that Giſ- 
courſe would draw out my narration to- a tronble- 
ſome length z and it ſuſncein that You Know he loved 
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meextreamly, to imagine that the action he had 
done, could not chooſe but put him into a moſt ſenſi- 
ble diſcontent, which tormented him ſo cruelly, that 
he ſaw day appear without having ſlept one moment, 
As ſoon as it was light enough to ſee to travel, he 
catcht his horſe again which had ſtrayed from him 
in the night, andgetting out of the Wood rode to- 
ward a little River ; which runs within a few fur- 
longs of it; but when he was going to paſle it at a 
Ford, he ſaw himſelf overtaken by my Brothers, 
whom the darkneſs of the night had ftaid at the fide 
of the Wood, in which he had paſſed it. Ademnorn 
who had reſolved to get away from us as far as he 
could poſſibly, and to ſeek death in the wars of ſome 
very remote Countrey, was ſurprized and afflicted 
at that encounter, and if it had been poſſible for him 
to ſhun it, my Brothers ſhould have employed their 
pains to very little purpoſe. As ſoon as Hydaſpes 
came up to him, W hat Memnon, (ſaid he) do you 


leave us on this faſhion, and if you lov'd Barſina, 


could you be capable of ſo ſtrange a change? Itis 
but becauſe I love her too well, (anſwered MMcmnon) 
that I forſake her, and if without dying I could ſee 
her in thearms of my Rival, I would not leave my 
native Country for ever, and friends that are dearer 
to me than. my ſelf. You ſhall not leave us, (re- 
plyed Hydaſpes) or at leaſt we'll follow you whither- 
ſoever you go, if my fiiters earneſt entreaties added 
to ours cannot have power to get you back. With 
theſe words he delivered him the Letter I had writ- 
ten, and Afemnon having received it from his hands, 
read it, bedcwing it with his tears, and kiſſing it an 
hundred times, 

O Zarſiaa! cricd he,. how miſerable am I; innot 
being able to enjoy that fortune to which you raiſed 
me by your goodneſs; and how much happier had 
my condition been, to have died in. thoſe dangers to 
which O-xyarres expoſed me for the love of you, then 
to fee my ſelf reduced to the cruel neceſſity of for ſak- 
ing you without dying. Then turning toward my Bro- 
thers ; Idid not doubt, (purſued he, but that the 
Princeſs Barna had a great deal of goodneſs. and 
that ſhe would make ſome attempt to recall me from 
the Grave, either by your ſollicitations,or out of her 
own generoſity ; but in tearms I now ſtand, her pi- 
ty is unprofitable to me, and though I were not driv- 
en by my deſpair, the engagement of my word will 
never ſuffer me toſee her more. 

What, (replied Hydaſpes impatiently ) will you 
then ſhew ſo little friendſhip to us, and ſo little confi- 
deration of Barſina's defires? Alas ! (faid forrowful 
Memnon,) there's the miſery of my condition, fince 
having obeyed her a!l my life in the moſt difficult 
matters, I am forced to diſobey her in thoſe that are 
moſt pleaſing to me,and moſt advantageous. Mem: 
on was ſpeaking on this manner, and my Brothers 
were labouring but in vain to perſwade him, when 
Prince Artaxerxes, and thoſe that attended him 
came to their aſſiſtance. Hydaſpes glad of that en- 


counter, ran to meet the Prince ; Ah ! Sir, cryed 


he, how neceſſary to us is your preſence and autho- 
rity, with a man who will no longer know us ? | 
ſhall have more credit than you, ( anſwered the 
Prince) and without doubt I ſhall perſwade him to 
return by the news[T bring him. ZBarſinais yours, 
(continued he, turning toward Aſemnon) ſhe isno 
longer neceſſary for the ſafety of D-vyartes, to whom 
you generouſly had given her - After theſe words he 
to!d him whatthe Prince lys Uncle had ſaid, and hav- 
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| ing acquainted him withthe Kings pleaſure, and the 
command he had to bring him back, heby hopes he 
gave him, and by the marvellous power he had 
over all hearts, prevailed with him to break 
his reſolution, and return with him to the Camp 
Yet did he not know what he ought to hope, hav. 
ing much ado to comprehend the truth of that Ad. 
venture. 

Prince Artaxerxes ſcnt a man before to advertiſe 
the King of his good ſucceſs ; and Prince Oxyartes 
no ſooner heard that 2emmon was upon his way to 
come back, but he entreated the King to order it ſo 
that I might be in his Tent with him: The King 
having ſent ſent ſuch word to Arrabaſus, he would 
needs _ me thither himſelf, and we chanced to 
come to the door juſt as Prince Artaxerxes with 
Aemnon and my Brothers alighted. As ſoon as 
the Prince ſaw me; Couſin, (faid he) Ibring you 
home this Fugitive ; but 'tis upon a condition you 
ſhall pardon kim his flight tor my ſake, and that you 
ſhall tie himſo faſt as he may be able to get awayfrom 
you no more. I was fo confounded at that encoun- 
ter,that I had not the confidence to reply, but I held 
my peace, partly out of the reſpect I bore to my Fa- 
thers preſence, and partly out of ſome reſentment | 
had againftAſemnon; we went into the Chamber, 
where we found the King, with the Queen, and a 
great deal of other company. Oryarres could not 
ſee me and A7emvon (who appeared at the ſame 
time) without ſighing and changing colour ; many 
took notice of it, but the King taking me by the 
hand himſelf led me to his bed-ſide, and J{emneon 


alſo came thither, O-xyas tes uſed ſome violence 
upon his taoughts to expreſs himſelf, but difſem- 
bling his conſtraint as well as poſſibly he could, he 
ſpake on this manner. 

I have a great deal of reaſon to complain of you, 
AYemnon, lince in all your actions you have ſought 
my ſhame as mnch as your own advantage, and that 
you have not been ſatisfied with having conquered 
me al! manner of wayes, unleſs you had alſo the 
giory to triumph over me, Your Generoſity has 
without doubt gained an entire glory over my ingra- 
titade,over myobitinacy in croſſing your pretenſions, 
and over the crucl deſigns 1 had againit your happi- 
neſs,and again{t your lifc;but alſo I have endeavoured 
to repair my unworthy actions by a force I have uſed 
upon my paſſion,and perhaps you fought not better 


my ſelf : I will nottell you that Bar/ina is no longer 
in my heart, it would have been very difficult to race 
out ſuch deep Characters in one night, but I promiſe 
you,{he ſhall never be there to do you any prejudice; 
and that if by time and reaſon I am not able to baniſh 
her out of it,the place ſhe ſhall poſſeſs there, ſhall ne- 
ver give you any cauſe of jcaloufie or complaint a- 
gainſt me. Donot by an exceſs of generoſity oppoſe 
the reſolution I have ſetled; you would but vainly 
combat a deſign which nothing is capable to divert, 
and totake away all the ſcrup'es which compaſſion fer 
a fick man might cauſe in you toward me, know that 
it ſhall be without dying, I'le quit all my pretenſfions 
to you,and that Barſina is no longer neceſſary to ſave 
my life. | 

Oxya: tes ſpoke to this effect, and Memon who 
had hearkened to him without interruption, anſwer- 
2d him intheſe tearms. 

I never doubted, Sir, but that you had Vertue e- 
nough to compaſs the moſt difficult enterprizes, and 


when you conquered me,than I did wkenTI overcame 


the 
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the proof you give of it today, confirms that belief 
molt powerfully to the world ; I know, Sir, that 
without being unworthy, I cannot abuſe the favour 
you do me ; but alſo after your command to the con- 
trary, 1 cannot without difobedtence oppoſe the will 
of my Prince, and of my Maiter; 1 will therefore 
ſhut my eyes, ſince you enjoyn it me again{t all the 
Reaſons that argue again!t my happineſs, and will 
blindly receive the Fortune you give me, fince it 
comes from a hang from which I can refuſe nothing. 
Memnon held his peace after theſe words, and by 
his action made known to the Prince, that the fear 
of diſpleaſing him, rather than the conſideration of 
his own intereſt obliged him to obey. Prince Oxy- 
artes put forth his hand to him, and then turning 
toward me ; Couſin, (ſaid he) pardon me the dil- 
contents I have made you ſuffer, and if I no more 
demand proofs of your affection to Memnorn's preju- 
dice,. will you not grant me thoſe which nearneſs of 
Alliance may yet give me leave to hope for from 
you? Ithen looked upon 4rrabiſus, and having by 
anod received permiſſion from him to reply ; Sir, 
(faid I) I while I live will preſerve the remembrance 
of what I owe to your perſon, and to your goodneſs, 
nor will ] ever ſwerve from the reſpect to which 1 
am obliged both by birth, and by the affection 
wherewith you have honoured me. Oxyartes ap- 
peared ſatisfied attheſe words, and then the King 
minzling himſelf in our converſation with a great deal 
of intereſt, teſtified an extraordinary joy to ſee us in 


ſo fair a way to our happineſs. 


I ſhall not need to tell you more, ſuch were the 
end of the croſſes we had met in our aftetion, and 
from that day Prince Oxyartes kept the promiſe he 
had made to Memnorn molt exactly; true it is,that he 
ſought ſome part of his cure in abſence,and as ſoon as 
he was well enough to endure a Litter, he departed 
from the Camp, where by reaſon of his weakneſs 
he could not exerciſe his valour for ſome time, and 
took his journey toward Pe: ſepolis, Beſides, you 
know, Sir. that we returned thither witkin a little 
after; and that the incummodiouſneſs of the ſeaſon 
conſtrained the King to draw out of the field and re- 
tire. Oxyartes appeared not at the Court at our ar- 
rival, but ſtaid a while longer at one of his own 
houſes in the Countrey, to obtain by that abſence 
a forgetfulneſs which he judged neceſſary for his re- 


poſe. He came thither again when he believed he 


had brought his mind in part to what he demanded, 
and you arrived there, Sir, almoſt about the very 
fame time, You know all that paſſed before my 
Marriage, and there is nothing memorable nor di- 
verting enough to entertain the Princeſs your ſiſter 
without wearing of her ; it will ſuthce me to tell her 


that we received no more trouble in our Loves, 


that O-xyartes was one of the forwardelt to ſollicite 
our marriage, andthat having been deferred only by 
reaſon of a ſickneſs that kept Artabaſ/wlong in bed, 
it* was accompliſhed preſently after his recovery, 
with a great deal of ſatisfaction to the King, and to 
the whole Court, that took an intereſt in em- 
n0n5 contentment. Omxyarres never would reſolve 
to marry, but {till reſiſted the Kings deſires, who 
would have matched him to one of the Daughters 
of King Occhus his predeceſſor, from that time he 
never gave me any knowledge of the return of his 
paſſion ; and emnon never found any occaſion of 
complaint in any of his actions. This is all 1 have 
to tell you, and you will give me leave to paſs over 
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the great actions poor Memnon did afterward againſt 
Alexander, whereby in gaining an immortal repu- 
tation, he acquitted himſelf of what he owed to the 
goodneſs of his King, Hedied full of glory for his 
tervige, .after having made all 4/;a judge, with how 
much juſtice he merited his afftetions, and I re- 
mained in the world af:er him tobe expoſed to thoſe 
long miſeries which the Gods ſent me for a puniſh. 
ment for having out-lived ſo amiable, and ſo illuſtri- 
ous a Husband. Z#arſinez madea ſtop at theſe words, 
to wipe away the tears that ran from her eyes in 
great abundance, and when ſhe had ſettled her ſelf a 
little : You know the reſt of my life,(purſued ſhe jthe 
abode I made at Damaſcus after AMer.nons death, 
where was comforted by your preſence; and where 
I was taken priſoner with you ; you know my long 
captivity with the Princeſſes, and all that befell me 
till your departure from Sſa, and till my arrival 
in this Camp ; I will onely adde that fince that 
time, whether it were by reaſon of my captivity, 
during whichOxyarres continued ever withthe King 
his Brother, or of his being taken up with the em- 
ployments A/exander put upon him afterward,which 
engaged himto long Voyages, or of the abode he 
made in thoſe Provinces, which he gave him at his 
returnto Suſa, I have ſeen him but very little, an'tis 
onely fince my arrival in this Camp, that I perceived 
the renewing of that affeCtion he had born me in for- 
mer times ; he fir{t gave me knowledge of it by his 
looks, and afterwards by words that ſhew nei: 
ther an inſenſibility, nor an indifference toward 
me. 
Barſina thus ended her diſcourſe, and Prince Oro- 
ondates and Berenice, after having heard the conclu- 
ſion of it, fell upon the praiſes of thoſe two generous 
Lovers, and after they had entertained themſelves 
a while upon that ſubject ; you have told us things 
in order, (ſaid Oroondates to Barſina) which I had 
heard confuſedly long ago, nor hadI loſt the remem- 
brance of them if at the time when I heard them ſpo- 
ken off, I had interefſed my ſelfas much in your af- 
fairsas I have done ſince; Inow find a fair occaſion 
to employ my ſelf, and I muſt confeſs to you that if 
Prince Oxyarres will make uſe of me in his deſign, I 
joyfully embrace the opportunity of doing him good 
offices roward you; the eſteem have of his perſon, 
and the love and reſpeCtI bear to the whole Family 
whereof he is deſcended, will make me undertake 
the moſt difficu't things that may be for his ſatisfacti- 
on ; and I know that in doing him ſervice I ſhall not 
offend Barſina, they indeed are worthy of one ano- 
and as amons all Princeſſes Oxyartes can find nothing 
more lovely than Barſina, ſhe among all Princes 
cannot find one who deſerves better to ſerve her than 
Oxyartes and with whom for the merit of his perſon, 
the greatneſs of his birth, and the remembrance of 
of his ancient paſſion. ſhe can more worthily match 
her ſelf. Burſ;na blufht at theſe words without re- 


plying, and the Prince judged by her action, that. 


perhaps {he would have no very great repugnance to 
hearken to the propoſition he made her. They had 
a little diſcourſe upon that ſubject, after which Ore- 
ondates was willing to givehis ſiſter liberty to riſe, 
and to that end leaving Barſina with her, he went 
out of her Chamber to Lyſtmachus his Tent, where 
a good part of his companions were already afiem- 
bled. | 
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H E Princes were met together in Lyſi- 
mach; his Tent. to deliberate what or- 
der they ſhould take about the aſſault 
for which the Army was preparing. The 
Engines they had ſtaid for, were now 


+ ina readineſs, and all the skill of the moſt induſtrious 


workmen of Aſia had been employed about them ; 
but amongſt all thoſe that were moſt expert, Deme- 
tris was he that had furniſhed the rareſt inventions. 
For all he was ſo young and amorous, he had be- 
ſtowed ſome hours in that ſtudy, and he there made 
his experiments in that Science, which afterwards 

ave him the name of Polyorceres, or taker of Cities. 
His Father and all kis friends admired the effects of 
his inventive wit, and of the inclination he had to 
thoſe exerciſes, in which he gave directions, and in- 
ſtructed thoſe he ſet a work, rather like an old Ma- 
ſter, than a young Prince prepoſlefled with an amo- 
rous paſſion, and fitter in appearance for _— 
employment. The Princefles themſelves took plea- 
ſure to be ſometimes preſent at his work, and De:- 
damia, who in all his ations found motives to re- 
cede from her ſeverity in favour of him, did not 
hearken without ſome intereſt to the praiſcs that 
were given to ſuch hopeful beginnings. Amongſt his 


manyſeveralinventions,he cauſedEngines to be made 


of a prodigious greatneſs, to oppoſe them againſt 
the height of the walls, which without that clevati- 
on were ſafe from any Scalado. Theſe were certain 
Towers or kind of Houſes, on the top of which one 
might place a good number of men, and the under- 
rooms were filled with Arthers, who out at open 
places, made for that purpoſe, ſhot arrows ſecure- 
Iy againſt the Battlements, to favour the approaches 
of their companions; they were moved upon 
wheels, which by reaſon of the exceſſive weight of 


'the.hodics they carried, could be turned but very 


fowly ; the Platform, where the ſouldiers {tood that 
were commanded out for the ſcalado, was defended 


with a goodParapet,and in the middle of itEngines of 
battery were raiſed, which by the force of certain 
cables ſtretched and let flip again with violence, caſt 
itones of above an hundred pound weight to the di- 
ſtance of above three hundred paces, and more than 
two hundred foot in height. Beſides theſe Engines 


taat were to be rolled into the Moat after having | 


filled up thoſe places with earth, or with bruſh fag- 
gots, where they had meant to ſet them, they had 
made others more manageable to batter the gates; 
for they knew very well, that the ſtrength of the 
Rams would have been but little conſiderable againſt 
ſuch walls as thoſe of Babylon; the Princes took 
great care to ſee them all in order, and intended to 
make trial of them before they employed them in 


good earneſt. The reſult of the Counſel held in Zy/- | 


machus his Tent, was,that they ought no longer to de- 
fer the aſſault,ſince they were in a condition to give it, 
for fear the courage of the Souldiers ſhould ſlacken 
by prolonging the fiege, and leſt by the arrival of 
ſome relief, which the enemies expected, their dif- 
ficulties ſhould grow greater than they were at that 
preſent; and order was given that at the beginning 
of that very night they ſhould fall ro work about fil- 
ling up thoſe parts of the Moat, whither they purpoſ- 
edto roll their Engines, and by which they were to 
Sct unto the wall. 

For this end they had provided a great num- 
ber of Bavins, and the forces appointed for that 
ſervice, had no ſooner received command, but they 
put themſelves in a readineſs to exccute it, Enume- 
nes and Po:yperchon undertook the eare of 
that ſervice, and as ſoon as night was come, 
they had their men upon the counterſcarp of the 
Moat, and ſet them about the buſineſs; they that 
were to work had furniſhed themſelves with all mat- 
rerials that were neceſſary ; they got earth from the 
Counterſcarp which they threw down, and took 
Faggots from a great rumber of Carts which 
brought 


= 
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veral places in which they were to work, Eumenes 
and Polypercho-:, who could nut be preſent every 
where, left a Commander in each place, with cer- 
rain Officers to overiec the workmen, and a thou- 
ſand ſouldiers upon the counterſcarp, to ſuitain 
them againſt ſallies, and went up and down to all 
the reit to provide all things needful. The dark- 
neſs of the night favoured their beginnings againit 
the encmies arrows; but when it was half ſpent, 
they ſallied upon them in two ſeveral places, com 
manded on the one fide by :r:/{oz,and on the other 
by Andiagoras, 

They preſently made a very great ſlaughter of 
the firſt that happened to bein their paſſage, and in- 
terrupted the work by the death of a great number 
of Pioneers and Souldiers; but Ermenes and Poly- 


' perchon, having rallied their Forces with a marvel- 
' *lous diligence, witkout calling for relief, or giving 


the alarm to the reit of the Camp, ſtopt their fury 
in a li:tle time, and preſſed them ſo vigorouſly after- 
ward, that having left many of their men ſlain inthe 
Moat, they were conltrained to return into the 
Town. Inthe mean while the work was ſo diligent- 
ly haſtencd, that before day the third part of it was 
done, the work-men lodged, and in ſome meaſure 
ſheltred from the arrows that were ſhot from the top 
of the walls. 

Next morning the beſieged with ſorrow diſcove- 
red the progreſs of their enemics, and how they had 
lodged themſelves, and would have tried to beat 
them away from thence, if they had not ſeen part of 
the army upon the Counterſcarp in a poltureto with 
land their reſolution, The day paſſed without at- 
temptins any thing, and the Princes contented 
themſelves with making thoſe parts be kept which 
they had taken, without engaging their ſouldiers 
raſhly in too manifeit- dangers ; but as ſoon as dark- 
neſs had driven away the {ight, which had hindred 
their proceedings, they fell to work again, and 
continued it with ſuch ſpeed, that by break of day 
they had carried it within'thirty foot of the wall, and 
needed but another night to bring it to perfecti- 
On. 
The next enſuing was not quite paſſed, when 
there was an alarm given to Azrigonm's quarter ; 
ſome horſemen that had been ſent abroad to ſcour 
the wayes, were beaten back by a ſtronger Party, 
and beins returned into the Camp, after having loſt 
ſome of their fellows, had brought intelligence, 
which mide all the Princes riſe and go to Antigons's 
Tent. They ſaid they had met fifty or threeſcore 
horſe advancing ſecretly toward the Camp, and 
that having asked_them the word, they had been ſo 
ſuddenly charged, that all they were able to do was 
to ſave themſelves by the ſwiftneſs of their horſes. 
ThePrinces doubted not by this report, but that thoſe 
horſemen, were the fore-runners of a greater body 
that was advancing to relieve their enemies, and 


"being deſirous to know the certainty, while they 


were ſetting the army in arcadineſſe to receive them, 
they. preſently ſent forth two hundred Horſe, un- 
der the command of Aravres and Clconimws, who 
guided by the Troopers that had given the alarm, 
departed from the Camp with ofder to bring in 
news of the cnemy; but ſcarce were they without 


' theline, when there appeared npon the Town walis 


a lighted Torch , which was held up, and ſhaken 
about fora certain time, Anriconns, who was one 
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brought them after them, There being twenty ſe- | of the firſt that obſerved it, ſhewed it to his com- * 
panions, that were gathered together with him be-' 


— 


fore his Tent. Let's doubt no longer ( ſaid he to 
them) bur that rclief is come to our enemies, be- 
hold the ſignal which they of the Town have given, 
and I am much deceived, if while theſe ſupplies 
{trive to get into the City, the Belieged make not a 
ſalley to favour them and facilitate their paſſage. 
All the Princes were of the ſame opinion, it being 
grounded upon very great probability, and with 
that bclief they made the whole Camp ſtand to their 
arms, ſent order to thoſe on the other fide of the ri. 
verto bring over more Forces, and gave notice to 
Eumenes and Polyperchon, that they ſhould keepin 
their Poſts with theirs, and/not quit the work they 
had begun, what noiſe, or what alarm ſocver they 
_—_—_ hear, unleſs they received ſome new Or- 

er; 

The valiant Thaleſtris, who was gotten up as well 
as the Princes, was entreated to itay with all her 


women, to guard thoſe of her own Sex, and in caſe 


it ſhould be neceſſary, todraw up all her Squadrons 
round their Tents to defend them. The Orders 
were hardly given, when Cleonimm returning with 
his men, brought three of the enemies, priſoners un- 
to the Princes. He was preſently encompaſſed with 
a great number of gallant men, and after that in a 


tew words he had given them an account of the en- 


counter, and of the skirmiſh he had newly had, 
Prince Artraxerxes, who was then in command, 
examined the priſoners, and having put them out of 
their fear, asked who they were, under what Lea- 
der, what number, in what order, and with what 
deſign they marched We are led (anſwered one of 
the Priſoners) by Nabarzanes, who with 12000 
horſe drawn out of thoſe Countries which Alexan- 
der left him, and out of thoſe of his neighbours, 
means to endeavour to get into the Town; his Ca- 
valry is well choſen, well armed, well mounted, 
and with the help of thoſe within, hopes to break 
through your Troops, but we ſhould have had 
much more confidence of it, if we could have ſur- 
prized you, as we believed we might have done, if 
we had come ſome few hours ſooner. This priſo- 
ner told other particularities to Prolomers and Cra- 
ters, Who asked him many queſtions ; but he had 
no ſooner named lVabarzaxes, but Prince Artax- 
erxes, Oroondates, and Oxyartes, grew pale and 
trembled with horrour, at the deteſted name of 
that abominable Paricide. Artaxerxes as moſt 
concerned, appeared moſt ſtrucken, and afterhav- 
ing teſtified his aſtoniſhment by a few minutes t- 
lence ; Is your Commander (ſaid he to the priſo- 
ners) that execrable NNabarzanes, who with impi- 
ous Beſſs imbrued his cruel hands in the bloud of 
his King ? The priſoners having avowed it by their 
ſilence. -. O Gods ! (continued the Paince of Perſia) 
how perfect is your juſtice in bringing this Monfter 
to punifhment, & in giving Dari«s's gholt a ſatifacti- 
on,which Alexander owed it,and which he refuſed to 
pay at the ſolicitation of a vile Eunuch ; I was ob- 
liged tofollow this Parricide over all the carth, and 
he comes now to deliver himſelf up unto his deſtiny, 
TR putting me to the trouble to go and feck 

im, | 

While Artaxerxesfpake thus,Oroondates and Oxy- 


artes,whoſe reſentments came little fhort of his coutd | 
not withhold tears,& rekindled theirwrath againſt the 


monfter by the news of his arrival, They asked their 
priſoners 
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priſoners ſome other queſtions touching the order of 
their march, and the way their. Troops were com- 
ing, -and when they had informed themſelves ſufhci- 
. ently, Arſaces drew 129500 horſe from amongit the 
beſt of theirs, and Prinee Oxyartes took fix thou- 
ſand others with a deſign to fetch a greater compaſs 
to ſurround the enemy, and put them out of hope of 
flight. 

oy hen theſe were all on horſeback, and that Ly- 
ſimachus, Orontes, and Demetrius were alſo mount- 
ed with A: ſaces, intending to go ſeek their enemies 
without the Line, they heard a crying, Arm, Arm, 
towards the Gates of the City, and learned from one 
to another, that the beſieged were fallying, and 


falling upon thoſe that were nexr them with the bet- 


ter part of their Forces. This news did not at all 
diſmay the Princes, nordid it interrupt Arſeces his 
reſolution, he marched with his men out of the 
Camp, and Prince Uroondates, Prolomens, Cratc- 
Yu, and Antivonrs with Battalions and Squadrons 


which were then drawn up in order, turned againit | 


Perdiccas, who, followed by Peuceſtas, and Neop- 
tolemuw, was come forth in perſon with eight thou- 
ſand of his men to favour the paſſage of his Allies, 
while the fight was beginning and growing hot, and 
that Perdiccas by that firit reſiſtance found it would 
be no light difficuity to open a way for the rc- 
lief. 

Arſaces gone out of the Camp advanced at a 
large trot towards his enemies, but he was not far 
without the Line, when he heard the noiſe, and c- 
ven the neighing of their horſes, that were coming 
up with ſpecd at the ſignal which was ſhewed them 
from the walls a ſecond time, He ſent forth Criroz 
with a party of horſe to diſcover them, - and Nabar- 
zZ4anes, who had heard the ſame noiſe 4rſaces had 
done, did the ſame on his ſide, and made a hault, not 
knowing what reſolution he ſhould take. -4rſaces 
and Lyſimachus with their companions wavered like- 
wiſe in theirs, thinking it fitto ſtay till day, which 
was near at hand, for fear leaſt the enemies and 
Nabarzanes, whom they ſought for more than all 
the reſt, ſhould eſcape him in the dark, eſpecially 
ſeeing by that delay they gave Oxyarres leave to in- 
viron them. With this conceit they ſent ſpeedily 
after Criren; forbidding him to ingage, and com- 
manding him only to keep a little before, and to 
obſerve the countenance of the Enemy, as much as 
night would ſuffer him, in caſe they ſhould advance 
any further. His deſign was executed as they had 
contrived; for Nabarzanes, who ſaw himſelf ciſ- 
covered, durſt not go on, neither would he retire in 
diforder, for fear of giving his enemies greater ad- 
vantages by his retreat. While he was in this irre- 
ſolution, accompanied with deadly apprehenſions, 
the darkneſs began to vaniſh, and inſenſibly, the 
troops of zither party perceived and knew one ano- 
ther. | 

Then it was Arſaces commanded all his Trum- 


| 


pets to ſound a charge, and marched againſt his 


half. conquered enemies as to a certain victory, ra- 
ther than to a combat, whoſe ſucceſs could be diſpu- 
ted with him. Yet Nabarzanes, who ſaw himſelf 


in a manifeſt danger, and who judged, that nothing | 


but his ſword could clear his paſſage or his return, 
received them very itoutly, and his ſouldiers; which 
were choſen men, quickly made it appear, that the 
advantage over them was not to be gotten without 
loſs of blood. Arſaces, Lyſimachms, Orontes, 
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Demetrins, Alexander, and the ſons of Artabaſu 
flew in amongſt them like ſo many hungry Lions, 
and the extraordinary fury that tranſported them 
at the remembrance of Dar:z#s, made them do things 
beyond the power of men; at firit it was not light e. 
nough to diſcern objects diſtinctly, but when once 
it was clear day, theſe valiant Warrious ſought 
their enemies, and hewed out their paſſage among 
them with more facility than before. 4: ſaces, 
who in that firlt brunt had dy'd himſelf all over in 
blood, and who that day had ſacrificed part of mer- 
cifnl inclinations to the memory of the revenge he 
owed unto his Fathers Ghoſt, ſlaughtered his ene- 
mies with pleaſure, and ſecking for NVabarzanes in 
all places, made his name reſound which way foc- 
ver he turned, Where art thou NVabarzanes (cry- 
cd he) where doſt thou hide thy ſelf, thou horri- 
ble murtherer of thy King, behold the remnants of 
that blood which thou didſt ſo inhumanely and ſo 
perftidiouſly ſhed. 

Uttering theſe words,. he went about to every 
part of the field, where he believed he might meet 
him, and - Nzbarzanes, who at firſt had tought in 
the firit ranks, not being then able to reſiſt his fear, 
and the remorſe of his guilty conicience, crowded 
into the midſt of his men, and ſought for San- 
ctuary againſt the ſword of that threatning Warri- 
our. Arſaces not knowing which way to getto him, 
let fall his anger upon the firit that oppoſed his paſ- 
ſage; Lyſimachus gave blows little diftcrent from 
his, and in that occaſion ſhewed gallant marks both 
of his uſual valour, andof the interett he took inthe 
revenge of Parifatis's Father ; O: ontes made him- 
ſclf remarkable by aCtions like thoſe which inthe 
Amazones Country.and in all other places wherc he 
had drawn his ſword, had gained him ſo brave a Re- 


putation ; and young Demerrir, pricked with E- * 


mulation by the actions of thoſe famous men, did 
things that were miraculous to equal] them ; the other 
Princes that followed did break into the encmies 


ranks with a courage like theirs, and in ſhort they - 


were ſo vigorouſly ſeconded by their men, that a- 
barzanes his Troops, not being longer able to- 
withſtand them, gave ground firit,” and within a lit- 
tleafter plainly turned their backs. 

As ſoon as Artaxerxes ſaw them in diſorder, he 
ruſhcd into the thickeſt witha fury which made him 
find room enough wherefoever he went, aud open- 
ing away tothe very laſt ranks, which were the firſt 
that fled, he ſought NVabarzares fo carefully there, 
that he no longer could eſcape his ſight, and being 
ſhewed him by ſome of his own men, whom fear of 
death had forced to do him that ill office, he ran to 
him with a cry, which, for.all his arms, froze him 
with a mortal terrour : Thou mult dye, Nabar- 
z4nes ({aid he)but thou muſt die as Beſſie did. Say- 
ing theſe words, he flew upon him, with his ſword 
in his hand, and in deſpight of the reſittance of a 
great many of his men that defended him, he charg- 
cd him ſo impetuouſly, that with the firſt blow he 
gave, he made his Cask tumble amongit the hbrſes 
feet, the unarmed head of that horrible Parricide 
appearing to the eyes of Darimn's Son. awakened his 
indignation with fo much violence, thit all the po- 
wer oF mankind would have been too weak to {top 


the effects of it. 


N-.barzanes's friends ſeeing his head without de- 


fence, would have ſhelitred him with their buddies: 
But the famous Prince of Perſia quic'.ly made away 
with 


Book. IV. 


with 'his ſword, and ſending ſome of the moſt zea- 
lous of them to gnaw the earth, got up to Nabar- 
z4nes juit as he was turning his back co run away, 
andnot judging him worthy to dye by his ſword, . he 
ſetit hang by a chin, wherewith it was faſtened to 
his arm, and with his right hanl, which was then 
free, ſeizing upon his hur that hung long upon his 
ſhoulders, he ſpurred on his horſe at the ſame in- 
ſtant, and with rat puifſant arm pulled the Traytor 
out of his ſadile, and having dragged him a few 
ſpaces on that manner, with an unparallel'd force he 
laid him croſs the bow of his own, ſtretched all at 
length, and maugre the oppoſition of all his men, 
carried him out of the throng 1n that eſtate, Wretch- 
ied Nabarzanes itrugled in Arſaces his hand, like 
ſome weak bird in the Talons of an Eagle or Vul- 
ture; but all his {triving was to no purpoſe, for his 
furious ConJuerour brought him off eaſily from a- 


mong thoſe of his party, and meeting Cr#ton, who. 


was bulie with fome other horſemen in purſuit of 
thoſe that fled; Stay (cried he) and keep this mur- 
therer of my Father, whom I deliver into thy hands. 
With theſe words he gave him into his cuſtody, and 
Criton, who took part in his: Maſters rcſentments, 
received him with a great deal of joy, and cauſing 
him to be mounted behind one of his Troopers, he 
made all the reit ride round about him, uſing all the 
caution that was neceſſary to hinder ſuch a priſoner 
from eſcaping. 

In this interim, Lyſimachins and his companions 
had utterly defeated their enemics. and for their ab- 
ſolute deitruction, their ill deftiny made thoſe that 
had gotten the advantage of the reit by flight, to 
fall into the Party led by Prince Oxyarres, who no 
leſs animated than his Nephew by the memory of 
the King his Brother, put them almo:t every man 
rothe ſword, This defeat was exceeving bloody, 
and the Conquerours never gave off till they knew 
that Nabarzunes was taken, and thatan exemplary 
juſtice might be done upon the perſon of that Mon- 
- ter. Afﬀterthey had given quarter to ſome few that 
had eſcaped from their firlt fury, the Conquerours 
returned to the Camp with as entire a victory as they 
could have wiſhed, They found their vaitant Com: 
panions victorious, as well as they over them that 
had ſallicd out of the Town, and heard, that alter 
a confiderable loſs on both ſides, they had beaten 
back Peraiccas to his very Gates, the work ofthoſe 
that were filling up the Moats having never beenin- 
terrupted, but by the approach of day, which had 
made them defer tie en4 of it till the night following, 
Oroondates welcomed his dezr Brother with accla- 
mations of victory ; and the Princes, who had ac- 
companied him, received from the whole Army 
ſuch honours and praiſes as were due unto their 
vertue; but when diſloyal NVabarzanes appeared 
before Oroondater, Artabaſus, and thoſe who 
did yet reverence the memory of Darius, his 
ſight tranſported them in ſuch manner, that their 
high vertue could hardly furniſh them with modera- 
tion enough to contain themſelves; all cried out a- 
loud that he ſhould be expoſed to the moſt cruel tor: 
ments that men were able to invent, and ſcarce was 
the authority of the Prince ſufficient to reſcue him 
from the firit fury of thoſe that were molt paſſionate, 
Oroondates turned away his-eyes from off his face, 
not being able to look upon it without horrour, nor 
without tears, which that tragical remembrance 


made him ſhed; And Arſaces being — 


\ 
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to condemn him, and being unwilling 'al- 
fo to-acquit -him for a crime which his Clemency 
could not mediate for without making it ſelf deteſta- 
ble, delivered him up to the judgment of Crarerm, 
Antigonus, Ptoloy.euys, and Polyperchen ; none of 
thoſe that were concerned would have to do in it, 
and thoſe valiant Captains to be exempt from all 
blame in the puniſhments they ſhould ordain for a 
man that ſeemed to be a priſoner of war,would needs 
have Selexcus, who then began to leave his bed, and 
Nearchus, whoſe health was in the ſame condition, 
to be of the number of his Judges, and that they 
- themſelves ſhould paſs Sentence upona man of their 
own party, This conſideration was nothing favour- 
able to Neobarzancs, for Seleucns was the FrR. that 
without having any reſpect to the deſign he had had 
to ſerve thoſe of his party, judged him worthy of the 
moit rigorous torments that could be inflicted ; e- 
archus was of his opinion, and then all thereſt of 
them condemned him to the ſame kind of death, 
which Beſs his horrible accomplice in that fact had 
ſuffered, 

This Decree, which was yet too gentle for his 
crime, was executed with great ſatisfaction to the 
Perſians, who found ſome comfort in that revenge of 
their Kings death, ſuch was the end of the murtherers 
of much lamented Dar;is.and the Succefſors of Alex- 
anderdid in ſome meaſure repair the fault hehad com- 
mitted againſt the intereſt of all Kings,and againſt his 
uſual magnanimity in ſparing that Monſters life at the 
interceſſion of Bazozs. Order was given to cauſe 
the deadof each Party to be buried or burned, and 
the remainder of that day was employed in prepara- 
tions for the aſſault, which was intended for the next. 
Theſe laſt ſucceſſes had encreaſed their hopes, and 
though their enterprize was one of the greateſt that 
cver men had undertaken, as well in regard of the 
ſtrength and height ofthe walls they were to ſtorm, 
as of the number and valour of the men that defend- 
ed them ; they doubted not of a favourable ifſue,and 
made themſelves ready joyfully for any action, the 
thought whereof might have {truck terrour into the 
mot reſolute hearts. All the Engines were careful- 
ly ſurveyed that they might be fit for ſervice, and 
as ſoon as it wasnight, Eumenes and Polyperchon ſet 
their men to work again, and plyed them in ſuch 
a manner, that they had made an end an hour before 
day, and the Moat without the Walls of Babylor, 
was filled up, and made level with the Counterſcarp 
in twenty ſeveral places, for the breadth of above 
threeſcore foot. 

No ſooner did the Sun diſcover his carlieſt beams, 
but through the whole Camp was heard the noiſe of 
a thouſand warlike inſtruments, which excited the 
courage of the ſouldiers for the important action of 
thatday, one might ſee them run on all ſides, and 
range themſelves under the Standards and Banners 


firm them in it, by ali the conſiderations of honour 
and of intereſt; the common ſoutciers, ir whom the 
hope of booty produces uſually as ſtrong eftefts as 
the defire of honour, could not think cf the pillage 
of a City, proud with the fpo1ls of fo many Kings, 
and enriched with the treaſures of fo many Provinces, 
without preparing themſelves for marvelous ex - 
ploits ; and they, in whoſe ſouls more noble confi- 
derations were wont to work,promiſed themſelves a 


more 


with a chearfulneſs full of reſolution, their valiant 
Commanders obſerved it with a great deal of joy, - 
and every once amongſt his own endeavoured to con- : 
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moreperfedt glory in this laſt effect of their valour, 
than that they had acquired in their former con- 
queſts, The Princes walked about through all the 
quarters,and incited all the Battalions, which being 
"drawn upin very good order, were advancing already 
toward the Counterſcarp : one part of the Cavalry 
ſtood in Battalia in the Plain on both ſides of the ri- 
ver, and the other, by order from their Comman- 
ders, had changed their quality for that day, and 
madea hody of Infantry to march on to the affault 
as the reit of the foot; thoſe famous. Captains hav- 
ing judged that to afſaulta Town like Babylen, de- 
fended with twenty thouſand fighting men, all their 
Forces were no more than neceſſary, 

Oxyartes had the command that day, and the re- 
newing of his flames having added ſomething to his 
natural order. he ſeemed to be all fire inthe duties of 
his place, and prepared himſclf to let Zarſina ſee by 
the actions of that day.that withour offending the me- 
mory of /7emnon, ſhe well might cait her eyes up- 
on ſo worthy a Succeſſor, Arraxerxes, Orconda- 


tes, and Oronres (who had no Forces to which they | 


were particularly engaged) took part in his cares 
to give him eaſe, and all the other Commanders 
kept themſelves at the head of their men to fall on 
in the p'aces that were aſſigned them, It was no 
trivial enterprize to attacque that vait extent of 
wails on every fide, and for the execution of ſuch 
a defizn, the Princes 1n probability jtood in necd of 
a far £reatcr number of men than that they had ; but 
they likewiſe made a {trong diverſion of the enemies 
Forces, and all places- were not a little weakned, 
which were guarded only by mcn that had a Circuit 
of three hundred an1 fixiy furlongs to defend. 
When they had implored the aſliitance of heaven, 
by the ſacrifices that were offered through the whole 
Camp, and that all the Forces were in the readineſs 
that had been ordained, they were made to advance 
at the ſound of divers In{truments, which {truck 
fear into the hearts of thoſe that defended the Walls. 
Perdiccas nevertheleſs had forgot nothing that be- 
longed to his charge, and having found by the ene. 
mies working, that their deſign was to give a gene- 
ral aſſault, he had prepared himſelf to ſuſtain it, 
and not contented with the ſouldiery which he had to 
man the Town, he had cauſed the better part of the 
Inhabitants to take up arms, Againſt Craters's 
approach he had oppoſed Cafſander; Peuceſtas a- 
Saint that of Oxyartes; Andiagoras againit Arta- 
baſus; Antigenes againſt Antigonrs; again!t that 
of Eumenes, his enemy TVeoptolewns ;,, Teutam a- 
inſt that of Polyperchon, Beſides theſe fix prin- 
cipal Poſts, he had furniſhed all thoſe places where 
bis enemies had filled the Moat, witha good num- 
ber of ſouldiers and Otticers to command them, 
judging well thatthere they would employ the great- 
eſt force. All things were in good order upon the 


walls, when thoſe dreadful Engines began to move, | 


which were full of armed men, and in which moſt 


part of the Princes had taken their places ; they 


were drawn by Cables that were put round many 
pieces of Timber rammed into the earth onthe far 
ſide of the Moat, evenat the very foot of the wall ; 
nor was it without aſtoniſhment that thoſe moving 
houſes were ſeen to approach thoſe lofty walls at the 
mercy of a {torm of arrows, which powred upon 
them as they came on; the Parapet, wherewith the 
platform was defended, and their large ſhields, which 
the ſouldiers held forth againit them, diverted part 
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of the danger, and the Archers that were placed ina 


lower ſtory, and that ſhot under covert againit the 


battlements,favoured thoſe who were above them, 
and who waited only for an opportunity to plant 
their ſcaling Ladders, wherewith the platform was 
provided ; they began alſo to make thoſe Engines of 
Demetrins invertion to play, which threw ſtones 
of an extraordinary weight, and they that had the 
care'of them mannaged their buſineſs with ſuch dex. 
terity, that they could ſcarce have aimed them 
bettcr with a bow or fling : that ſtrange manner of 
fight made havock among them that defer,ded the 
Curtain, and did ſomething terrifie them at the firſt; 
but their Commanders heartened them, and tellin 

them that the danger was not great cnough to be fled 


from, eſpecially ſecing their flight would give their * 


enemies the victory, and deprive them of all hope 
of ſafety, they made them itand firm in their places, 
and expect their deſtiny with patience. It would 
be hard for me to deſcribe the particular actions of 
ſo many famous Warriours, as made themſelves re- 
markable that memorable day, the number of vali- 
ant and conſiderable men in that Army was too great 
to be able to relate the circumſtance of their ex- 
ploits; and beſides, we have enlarged our ſelves 
but too far already in diſcourſes of this nature, 
then length of which would without doubt be tedi- 
ous: therefore we will only ſay what cannot be o- 
mitted without concealing the molt important e- 
vents of this our Hittory, 

Craterms, Polyperchon, Antigonis, Oryartes, 
Eumenes, and Laomeaon frood upon the edge of the 
Moat at the head of their men;to lead them on to the 
aflault as ſoon as their Companions had maitered the 
firit ditticultics, and Prince Croondates, Artaxeraes, 
Lyſimachns. Piolomens, Demetrius, and the pallant 
Amazore Queen, followed by Afenander, Alex- 
ander, Menelaus, and the ſons of Artabaſs, had 
paced themſelves ſeverally in. the Towers, by 
which they hopczd to find a ſhorter way to come unto 
their enemies. Their valour did not long remain 


unprofitable, and they. ſpent part ofthe day in oppo: - 


ling their ſhields againit the Arrows that ſhowr'd 
upon them, without {finding any other matter to 
employ themſelves ; but in the end, in ſpight of zl] 
oppolition, they got to the bottom of the walls, 
and then it was that a thouſand Ladders were lifted 


up from the top of thoſe Engines towards the battle-- 


ments, and that the beſieged with a firm reſolu- 
tion received them, overthrew them, and gave a 
great many difterent deaths unto their enemies. There 
it was that the danger came to be known, and that 
by the fail of their itouteſt ſouldiers, the Princes 
judged that the City would very hardiy be entred by 
ſo perillous a way, 

The beſieged made uſe of all things for their de- 
fence, and by the advantage they had in the heighth 
of the place they were upon,all manner of 2rms be- 
came the more effectual ; they cait down ſtones ofa 
prodigious weight, which never fell without defiru- 
tion, and darted fire works skilfully compoſed, 
which did conſiderable execution among the ſouldi- 
crs, and did much miſchief to the wood tne En- 
oings were made of; above three thouſand men 
loft their lives in le's than an hour by that kind of 
combate, more than four thouſand were wounded, 
and even amons the Princes AMenander was iiain 
with an arrow, Dewerrirs thot through. the hand, 
Orontes was laid for dead at Tha'eftris's feet, and 
Prince 
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Prince Artaxerxes knocked down with a ſtone, 
which diſabled him for ſervice all the reſt of that day, 
and which had abſolutely killed him tut for the good- 
neſs of his Cask. 

Perdiccas, Caſſander, and their companions, who 
by many tokens found the fruit of their reſi:tance, 
encouraged their men {till more and more, and 
proud of that good ſucceſs; 'Tis not a ſlight at- 
tempt (cricd they) for Perſians and Scythians, to 
force the walls of Serair.imis, when they are defend- 
ed by the Succefſors of 4lexander ; behold the lait 
day of the war, and the day that you ſhall bury your 
ſelves in our Moat, as in a grave prepared for the 
funeral of all your army. Theſe words, or others 
to the ſame effect, which the beſieged uttered aloud 
in many places, were heard by their enemics, and 
thereupon being animated by ſhame, they were in- 
cited to extraordinary attempts. Croondates, who 
had heard part of them, bluthed at thoſe reproaches, 
and was kindled with a fury, again{t which the walls 
of Baby/on appeared too wear, for the defence of its 
inhabitants; he cait his ireful look toward the Barttle- 
ments, and threatning his enemies both with arm 
and voice, took a Ladder 1n his own hand, and co- 
veriog himſ. If with his ſhield, he clapt it up again 
the wall:Fo''ow me (cried he to thoſe that were near 
himhere it is we mutt either ſeek for fame or burial. 

Saying theſe words, he began to get up,but ſcarce 
had he ſet his foot upon the lowelt !taves, when he 
was met with by 2 Tempelt, under whict; any other 
man but he, would without coubt have been o're- 
whelmed, but covering himſelf with his ſhield in his 
left hand,an4 holding by the Ladder with his right he 
tore that burthen which would been have inſupport- 
able to a lefler ſtrength ; many couragious men ſet up 
Ladders alſo, and began to go up by his example, 
but they made not an equal progrefſe, and moſt of 
tem were thrown down again at the very firſt ſteps. 
The undaunted Prince, mausre all the obitacles, and 
all the reſi;tance of his enemies,got at Jait to the top 
of his Ladder,an4 catching hold of a battlement, was 
going to throw himſelf upon the wall, when he found 
Ariſton tiiere, who forbad his paſſage with ſo weigh- 
ty a blow,- that but for the help of the battlement, 
which he had alrcady ſeized upon, he in the poſture 
he then was, had been without doubt overturned on 
the top of thoſe that followed him ; he ſtaggered at 
ita while, but ſoon recovered himſelf, and having 
taken ſure footing, while Ar:i/zoz prepared to ſecond 


his former ſtroak, he prevented him wizh a back: 


blow, which cut ofl the hand he had lifred up againit 
him, cloſe by the writ. Ar:/ton loſing his courage 
with his bloud and {trengrti, quitted the place unto 
his enemv, and tie fierce Prince of Scythia had no 
ſooner driven him away, but raiſing himſelf with a 
great deal of activity, he ſprung to the top of the 
wall, yetit pleaſed his deſtiny that part of the Bat- 
tlement hagcll, fell down by the force he uſed in 
ſtriving fo get up : and tumbling upon thoſe t'at fol 
lowed him, overthrew them all with their Ladder,et- 
ther killed or wounded, while they that had oppoſed 
the others which were planted cait them down head - 
longwith the ſame deitruction into the Moat,&not on- 
ly took away the advantages they had gained, but al- 
ſo.the courage of attempting to ſcale them any more, 
Thoſe who defended the place where the Prince 
of Scythia had gotten up, were immediately ſcatter- 
ed to avoid the death ti:ey feared to meet in the point 
of his ſword, but when they ſaw him alone, and 
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that by the cryes of their companions, they had 
learned the fate of thoſe that were coming after him; 
chey recollected their ſpirits, and getting together 
again, began to encompaſſe him. He ſoon perceiv- 
edthe misfortune he was fallen into, and turning his 
eyes from the top of the walls, toward the Camp, 
which he could ſee, all of it from thence, he was 
unreſolved whether he ſhould precipitate himſelf in- 
to the Moat, rather than ſubmit himſelf to the mer- 
cy of his enemies. MultI (ſaid he to himſelf with a 
deep ſigh) muſt I give my enemies the joy to tri- 
umph today over my life, or over my liberty. 

This thought afflicted him moſt infinitely, but he 
had not the leiſure to expreſle it, and they only gave 
him time toreſolve to ſell that dearly, which they 
would have_t:ken from him. With this reſolution 
which he took very ſuddenly, he ruſhed like a Lyon 
into the midit of thoſe that aſſaulted him, and with 
his two firſt blows, having layed two of the for- 
wardeſt of them dead at his feet, he made their com- 
panions know that he was not yet their priſoner, 
though he were ſhut up within their walls ; their 
breadth atthe top, which was of two and thirty foor, 
afforded them room enough to fight in, butit prov- 
ed oftentimes too narrow, for thoſe, who flying the 
point of his fatal ſword to the very brink,fell downin- 
to the ſtreets, & found rhat death by their fall, which 
they had in vain endeavoured to avcid, The moſt ter- 
rible objects that ever had been ſeen, were nothing in 
compariſon of whatCroondatesappearcd to them that 
oppoſed his fury, and ſome amongſt them who cal- 
led to mind juſt ſuch another accident,whereby Alex- 
ander had been ſo near his death in the City of the 
Mallians, thought they ſaw ſomething far more 
great, and far more dreadful in this latter ; He had 
already covered the place on which he fought with 
ſlaughtered carcafſes, and ſuch was his fortune, that 
his enemies had not yet drawn blood of him ; but 
thouzh he had been yet more valiant, if it could 
have been poſlible, though he had been invulnera- 
ble, there was a neceſſity of yielding to a world of 
enemies, whoſe very throng alone was able to have 
ſtifled him and for a laſt fect of his miſhap, that 
ſo redoubted ſword having been laid with too potent 
an arm vpon a Head-piece of too harda temper, 
flew in a great many pieces, and left its Maſter dif- 
armed in that extremity. 

His rage grew to the higheſt Pitch when he ſaw 
himſelf in that condition, yet his misfortune was 
not capable to abate his courape, but inſtantly think. 
ing upon the means to prolong his refiſtance, after 
having overturned thoſe with a ſhock that ran firſt 
to ſeize vpun him,he catched at the ſword of one of 
them that were next him, when his enemtes fur- 
roundins him with leſs fear than they had done be- 
fore, came on ſo thick, that he no longer had the 
power to ſtir; He was thrown down at Ja't under a 
crowd, that was like to have ſmothered him, and it 
was by order from one of theCommanders.in whom 
the Princes admirable valour hai begot a reſpect 


towards his perſon, that the Souldicrs endeavoured 


rather to take than kill him, Before they fuftered 
him to rife again, his hands were bound, and his 
enemies. wha could not look upon him without ter- 
rour, durſt not adventure to leave them {ree, for all 
they were unarmed, 5 | 
When he beheld himſelf in that eftate, ſo diffe- 
rent from that in which he ought to have been, and in 
which he had been but a few moments before, he 
ddd - was: 
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was upon the point of giving himſelf over to his de- 
ſpair, and caſting his eyes on every fide, he choſe a 
place from whence he might precipitate himſelf, and 
was already ſtriving to get thither with that defign ; 
when he was {topt by thoſe that were about him, and 
reduced to a neceſſity of following them, and of ſub- 
mitting to their will, then did he look upon his bonds 
with ſhame, and turning his eye upon the chick of 
thoſe that led him ; theſe hands ( ſaid he) were 
deſtined for other uſes than to bear the unworthy 
bonds thou giveit them; take them ofttheretore, if 
thou wilt deſerve the glory thou hait acquired to day. 

1 will take them off (anſwered the Captain) if 
you will promiſe me to follow us without reſiſtance, 
and that by ſome action of deſpair you will not force 
us todraw our ſwords once niore againſt you, I 
promiſe thee ( ſaid Oroondates ) oſtcring him his 
hands; and the man having unticd them himſelt, 
made him go down into the Town, and paſs a- 

- mongſt twenty naked ſwords towards the place 
where he meant to carry him. Inthe mcan while the 
aſſault had becn centinued for ſome time very hotly, 
but after the taking of Oroondates, and the wound- 
ing of his friends, fortune ſeemed to have declared 
her ſelf in favour of the beſieged, and they made 
ſo great a number of thoſe that were getting up Lad- 
ders fall into the Moat, that the Souldicrs lo!t courage, 
and durit attempt it nomore ; they alio broke ſoine 
of the Engines with the huge ſtones they rouled 
down uponthem when they were faitned to the wall, 
put the reit in fo ill a condition, that the Commanders 
and Souldicrs vere conſtrained to quit them, and re- 
tired toward the Counterſcarp,while by the ſame in- 
vention that kad drawn them to the wall; they were 
pulled back a ain 10m thence. 

-34r:e65 Ancin. chat day was not favourable to 
his Party,an? loſing hope of a better iſſue, command- 
ed a retreat to be ſounded on all fides, but he left 
above fx thouſand dead inthe Moat.and brought off 
above cight thouſand wounded. It would not be 

 eaſic to expreſsthe diſc ntent of the Princes for this 
ill ſucceſſe; they, by the greatneſs of their courage, 
diſſembled part of it, and comforted themſelves by 
the hope of repairing their loſs within a few dayes ; 
but when they heard the fate of Prince Orcondares, 
they gave them(elves over to their ſorrow, and re- 
ccived the news as they would have done that of the 
utter ruine of their Party ; they could not judge whe- 
ther he were dcad or Priſoner, but whatſoever his 
fortune were, they could not without a mortal 
orief, think of the loſs of cither his life or liberty. 

Lyſimmachus made complaints more worthy of the 
greatneſs of his affection to that Prince, than of the 
greatneſs of his COUragec : Orontes, Oxyartes, Pto- 
lomens, Queen Thalejtris, and the Princeſs Barſina 
were all drowned in an immoderate ſorrow. Beze- 
Nice Called for death with a ſea of tears,and proteſted 
toall the worl ſhe would not ſurvive thc loſs of ſo 
dear a brother ; but when Prince Artaxerxes at his 
coming to himſelf again (which was above two hours 
after his blow) was told that cruel news,he appeared 
without compariſon more ſenſible of it, than he had 
been of all the mo{t tragical adventures of his I:fe. He 
ran blindly to his Arms,and would have returned un- 
tothe fight, either to periſh there, or to reſcue, or 
revenge his deareſt brother, it was to no purpoſe for 
the Princes to teli him the condition of their affairs ; 
for he could not reſolve to continue gone minute alive 
andat liberty, while Oroondates was either dead, or 


| in that adventure, made her for a while incredu- 
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inthe power of his enemies ; his tranſports were re. 
doubled by the preſence of Berenice, whom heſay 
pouring down flouds of tears, and not being able tg 
find any conſolation for her, ſince he was uncapahle 
of it for himſelf;Madam (faid he) I will either quick. 
ly reſtore youO07roondates,tit he be living orfollow him 
tothe grave if he be dead. Yet was he fain (after hay. 
ing allowed ſome timeto that firſt brunt of. his paſſ. 


on)to kearken alittle to his friends,and recall thit for. 


titude which had formerly kept him from ſinking in 
ſuch important affairs,and ſuch conſiderable loſſes. 
inthe mean time Prince Oroondates was led yith- 
out Sword or Cask along the ſtreets of Zabyloz, and 
though molt part of the inhabitants were then upon 
the walls, yet did there happen to be many in his 
paſſage, who beholding his brave aſpect with admi- 
ration recalled the almolt loit Ideas into their minds, 
2nd remembred that they had former'y ſecn that gal- 


ant Prince 1n their City, and adored in the Court 


of poor D4riz; he had gone but a little way, when 
falſe Arbates crefſins atircet, had the Chance to ſee 
him. He no ſooner catt his eycs upon his face, but 
initantly he knew him,and at that cncounter his kfto- 
niſnment was fo great, that at firit he was not able 
to ſpeak a Word; Yet did he recoleR himſelf,and not 
having the face to ſpeak to the Prince, he adirefied 
himſelf to the Officer that led him. Aeander (faid he) 
Wi1ther do you carry this Prifoncr ?I am going (an- 
[wered Nearder) to put him ina place of ſafety, till 
ſuch time as Verdrcons be at leifurc toſee him. Arbares 
having bethoupht him'clfa while before he replyed. 
It would concern you (added he) to go and preſent 
nm immediatcly tothe Queen, you will be ſure cf 1 
conſiderable reward,and if you do it not after the no- 
tice I have given you, you will be in danger of incur- 
ring her diſpleaſure. 

Neanacr neeccd no other perſv.afions to carry 9- 
roondates before Rexana, and Arbates invited him to 
it out of the hope which he himſel{hid of the recom- 
pences he promiſed him ; yet was he dcfiro::s the 
Prince ſhould F:ve another opinion ; and drawing 
near with the reſpect he owed him Sir (\ai7 he) 
[ vo you no il]. office in cautins you to be led before 
the Qucen, from whom you will receive very difſe- 
rent uſage from wiat you could hore for from Pcr- 
diced, Oroondates enderitood Arbates his mcaning, 
but he von.hſated not to reply, and looking upon 
btm with contempt, he mace him knoy that all the 
good oftices he could receive from him were not ca- 
pable to touch him. Let us go (ſaid he, only to 
Neand:r) whither thou intendetit to lead me ; Rox- 
una and Peraiccas are equally my enemies, and it 
is indificrent to me whether 1am Priſoner to the one 
or to the other, Yet was it not without a great deal of 
troubic that he ſaw himſelf carrying before Roxana, 
but he had no lefs averſion for the fight of Perdiccas, 
and he allo believed that it was leſs thame to him to 
be ſo abafed before a Woman, than before a man 
whom he could not efkeem, and whom he conſidered 
as his unworthy Riva]. Before he came unto the Pa- 
lace, Arbates haſted away to tell theQueen the news, 
and to Ftepare her for an Object. which in probabili- 
ty ſhe could not behold witkout ſome inward ci. ur- 
bance ; his fore-ſight was no more than nccefſa- 
ry, for ata thing ſouncxpeQtd, the Queen was 
ſo ſtrangely ſurprized, that in the Erit eflects 
of her aſtoniſhment the ſcarce had any unacr- 
ſtanding left ; the cxceffe of happincfſe ſhe found 


lous 
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lous of Arb2res his report, but when ſhe thought 
ſhe could no longer dobt of it, and that. ſhe had no 
more but a few moments to reſolve upon the 
fight of that man who-n {he had ſo much loved, and 
whom ſhe {till loved better than her ſelf, the dif- 
truſted her own ſtrength for ſuch an action, and 
tuining towards Arvatcs and HZefiove who then was 
with her ; It 1; not fit (faid fhe) that 1 ſhould ſee 
Oroondates in tne condition i now am in, and in the 
preſence of a great many perſons, wio without 
doubt will obſerve my weauncts in the changes 
of my countenance; when I have ſctied my ſelf a 
little, 1 may ſec him with more confidence, and with 
more liberty.but in the mean tune, | will have him 
lodged herein the Palace, and guarded by the guard 
of my own perſon. 

With theſe words, fhe ſcnt for the Captain of the 
Guard, and when he was cume to i:e&r ; Go (ſaid 


us, lodge him in a quarter of the Palace, and ftay 


your ſelito guars nm wit your 6wn company, but 


! 


. Y - b_ By ; a } 
went away with this commanJi, an z 
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birth, and that of the love {hz bore hun. 

That was ail ho could do in the trouble ſhe then 
Was it, as well by reaſon of fo unlooked for an acci- 
'&! lier {car for the fuccels of toe affault: the 
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high intere:r {ſhe had in itcauſed proat diiquicts in her 
mind..n-l fh2 had ren upon the Walis which every 
moment brouz\ht her news from thence 3 within a 
lit le while after that of O-00-4.4c5 his being tak-n, 
ſho heard that the encinios had the worit, and within 
an hour after {hc learned that taving received a very 
great loſs, they hail given over the aſſault, and were 
retiring from the Micat ; ſhe gave thanks unto the 
Gods for tho'e two favourab'e events, and the tru:h 
of the latter was preſent'y confirmed to her from 
Perdice; his own mouth, He came to ner, quite 
tranſported with the advantages of that Gay, not con- 
fidering the blow they had reccived the day before, 
by the defeat of their Allies ; and not b-ing able to 
diſſemble his contontment, 

Madam (ſaid he) we are Conquerours, and our 
Enemics have been ſo ill handled in this aſſauir, that 
if | be not deceived they nave dearly bought the ad- 
vantage they had over us yeiterday. Ihopcd for no 
lefſe from your valour (replyed Roxana) but me- 
thinks, you forget to publiſh part of your ſucceſs, 
ani that you migiit toil me of Vroondates his being 
taizen, as of a news of ſome importance, Perdiccas 
hid heard a kind 05 arumour of that buſineſs, but 
had not been avle to jearn the truth of it, nor_to get 
any certain information of that Priſoners name, 
though tnc report of thoſe wonders he had done at 
his taking, had put him into great ſuſpitions of the 
truth ; but when he heard it irom the Queens mouth, 
be ſcerfted tranſported with joy at it, and could not 
difenble the fearhe had been in of fo dreadfula Ri- 
val; as courag19Ls a5 ne was, the name of Oro0n- 
ditcs of late irrnclk terrour in tim nor could he fan- 
fie him in the po:ture he hai ſeen 11m in twice or 
thrice without trembling. when he remembred it was 
avain{t that enemy he diſputed his pretenfions, Ah 


| Madam, (ſaid ke to Rena) is it poſitble that Oro- 
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ondates isa Priſoner ? He is ſo (anſwered the Queeri 


' turning away from thoſe of the company whom ſlie 


ſuſpected ) but he is my Priſoner as Statira is 
yours; and I pretend to have the ſame right over 
your Rivals that you have over mine, you will re- 
member our agreements, and as have not troubled 
you in your delign upon Starira, ] expect you ſhould 
trouble me as little in what concerns Oroendates ; e- 
ven out of generofity you mult forbear to ſce him 
for a ſew daies, for fear you fly into paſſion againſt a 
Rival, and againit a man whom I cannot keep my 
ſ.1f from loving. : 

She ſpake theſe words with a ſmile, and Perdiccas 
replied with much reſpect. He that would ſerve 
you with tne hazard of his life, will never trouble 
you in your intentions, and the leaſt I owe to her that 
lIcaves me $r4tira with ſo much goodneſs, is to give 
up Vroordztes to her abſolutely. May the Gods 
aſit you to make a greater progreſs in his heart, 
tnan I] have done in the gaining of that ingrateful 
Princeſs, and may they diſpoſe things ſo, that he 
out of a ju't ſenſe of the happineſs you offer him, 
may quit that to me, which he can no longer diÞute 
againit me without injuttice, I will not ſee him till 
you {nail pleaſe to. command me; as well to give you 
this mark of the reſpect I bear unto your will, as not 
to inſult over the misfortune of a man whom you 
judge worthy of your afteQtion. 

Aftcr this and ſome other diſcourſe which they 
hag upon that Subjet, Per-diccas took his leave of 
K9.-:497, ind went directly to Queen Sratira'slodg- 
ins, to be nimſelfthe bringer of a news upon which 
he h:ped to ground forme part of his fortune. That 
fair Quecn and the Fri:ccis her ſiſter, had ſpent all 
the time of the Aſſault in Prayers, and though they 
had heard part of the event from thoſe that guarded 
them, yet were they ignorant fiill of the particulars. 
Perdiccas was no loontr come info their preſence, 
but with a face in which his joy appeared ; Madam 
(faid! eto the Queen) the Gods who find more ju- 
{ttc 1n our praye:sthan yours, have driven our ene- 
mics from our walls to their loſs, and to their con- 
fuſion; I am ſorry to be the relater of a news that 
may afflict you; but perhaps you will be comforted 


' forit, when you hear that Oroondates iS in Babyl.n. 


Croeadaies in Babylon ? (cried the Queen) and how 
can he be there if his party have had the diſadvan= 
tage? he isa Priſoner (replyed Perdiceas) and the 
gods by his t!I fortune, have made knownthe injuſtice 
of his pretenſions. 5 

Ah Pe: diccas (ſaid the Queen) how cunning you 
arc, and how well am I accuſtomed to your ſubtil- 
tics, to give no cr:Git at all to what youſay, I tell 
you true Madam, (anſwered Perdiccas) Oroondates 
is Priſonerin Z4byion, he was taken upon our walls, 
where he was the only man of his party that got up, 
and it 13 a thins whereof you may havetime enough 
to be informed. But aflict not yonr ſelt (continued 
he ſeeing her change colour at his words) he is priſo- 
ner to a perſon that loves him, and one for whom 
perchance cre he get out of priſon he wiil have no a- 
verſion; you nced not be in fear for the uſage he is 
like to have,and it ſuffices me to tell you he 1$in Row 
ana's hands,to make you judge that his condition will 
not be unhappy. 

The Queen hearkene.} to this Diſcourſe with 


a moatal ſadneſs, though ſhe ſtill doubted, whe- 


ther ſhe ſhould believe it, and ſhe could not lear 
that her dear Or00#:4ates was in the power of his 
DJddd 2 enemies 


- he is not like to fly, 
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enenſies, without being touched even to the very | 


bottom of her heart with his ill fortune, yet did ſhe 
diſſemble part of her grief before Perdiccas, and 
looking upon him with a countenance very little mo- 
ved; If Oroondares bea Priſoner (faid ſhe ) you 
have reaſon to be glad, ſince you were but in little 
ſafery while you had ſuch an enemy before your 
walls ; bur if he be not, your policy is fruitleſs, 
ſince neither his being taken, nor his liberty can 
change my thoughts. Itisnot from his being taken 
(replyed Perdiccas) that | expect your change, but 
yet 1 hope for ſome advantage by it, andif he change 
firſt by the favour of Roxana, you will no longer 
be obliced to the conftancy in which you perſevere 
toward him. The change of Oroondates, if he 
were capable of it (anſwered the Queen) ſhall ne- 


ver authoriſe mine.and though he ſhould become un - 


faithful, Perd:ccas never ſhall ſucceed Alexander in 
Statira's heart. Perdiccas ſeeing that the Qucen 
grew ſharp,was not willing to prels her further, but 


taking his leave, went whither he was called by the 


importance of his affairs, + : 

When the Queen was @lcft liberty with her Siſter, 
ſhe reflected upon Oroendates his captivity, and 
though ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould abſolutely 
believeir, yet did ſhe begin to reaſon upon that dil- 
aſter, as if ſhe had been very certain of it. Ah ft 
ſter (ſaid ſhe) with what a new affliction the Gods 
overwhelm me, and what ofteace had innocent O7c- 
oadates committed, to make him fall into the power 
of his enemies; 1s it that the intereit he takes 1n the 
miſeries of this unfortunate wretch renders him guil- 
ty in their eteem, or that having made me feel ſo 
many ſorts of calamities, they will afilict me now 
with the only croſſe which yet remained for me to 
ſuffer ? In bringing forth theſe words, the tears fell 
from her fair eyes, and the Princeſs Pariſaris (for 
all ſhe her ſelf was ſo ſenſible of her gricf )uſed all her 
utmolt endeavours to give her comfort. Peradven- 
ture Madam (faid ſhe) we ought not to take Oro07- 
dates his capivity for an effect of his, misfortune and 
of ours ; for it may chance to be more advantageous 
for us, that he is now ſhut up within the walls of 
Babylon, than if he were yet before the Town, ex- 
poſed to ail thoſedangers which he out-braves too 
venturouſly, and-in which he might perhaps have 
met his death. He is in ſafety of his life, fince he is 
in Rexana's hands, ſhe loves him with roo much 
paſſion, not to divert all the miſchief that can threa- 
ten kim from his enemies.or from his rivals. 

Ah Siſter (replied the Queen) is it poſſible you 
ſhould be ſo little acquainted with Roxana's ſpirit, 
and that you ſhould not judge by our own fortune, 
that hes hacking vainly tried all gentle waies with O- 
roondates, there is no extremity ſo great to which 
But perhaps (continued ſhe 
preſently after with a ſigh, which the remembrance 
of Peraiccas his threats drew from her breaſt) per- 
haps it will not be neceſſary for Roxana to uſe vio- 
lence againſt him, and that he will give up himſelf 
either to the charms of that wicked woman, or to 
the conſiderations of his preſent fortune. 

Ah Madam (anſwered the Princeſs) how unjuſt- 
ly do you wrong a Prince to whom you are ſo much 
indebted ? and how little do thoſe ingrateful ſuſpiti- 
ons ſuit with all the actions of Oroondares his life ? 
Neither do I believe, Madam, that you are mach 
tormented with that apprehenſion, and after the 


little care you had to keep Oroondates yours, after | 


—— 
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the death of Alexander, I can not think you fear 
his change as the worſt fortune t hat can befall you. 1 
do not fear it (replied the Queen) becauſe I know 
his vertue too well to believe he can ever be Capa- 
ble of it ; Butthough it be true, Siſter, that after the 
death of that great and illuſtrious Husband the Gods 
had given me, I thought I could not, without doin 

my ſelfan iujury, preſerve any deſign touching Orv. 


- onaates, it is alfo true, that his infidelity would be 


leſſe ſupportable than his death, and perhaps leſſe 
than mine own ; after having loſt the greazeſt of all 
men living, I believed I could not nmke anyman his 


Succeſſour, and inthat belicf I uſed a violence upony 


mine inclinations, which then you did not diſapprove, 
but that conſideration was not able to hinder me 
from loving Oroondates ſtill, nor from deſiring to be 
ſtill loved by kim; that's the only happineſs fortune 
hath not robbed me of, and if I were deprived of 
that onely conſclation, which hath ſwectned all my 
miſcries, I ſhould be deprived of all that could 
make me love, or that could make me ſuffer 
life. Afﬀter. theſe diſcourſes, the two Princeſſes 
had ſome others upon the ſame Subject,and all the 
reſtof that day they entertained themſelvs wit! confi. 
derations, which that event brought into their minds, 

In the mean time they had lodged Prince Orcon- 
dates ina quarter of the Pallace,and by chance it pro- 
ved the very ſame,which in another condition, he had 


formerly lyen in, during the ſtay Darizz had made - 


there beiore the battcl of Arbella, That remem- 
brance touched him with ſome motions of tenderneſs 
and made him beſtow a few ſighs upon the memory 
ol that greatKing : His lodgings were richly furnt. 
ined, and h's Priſon was ſo ſumptuouſly diſguiſcd, 
that it was not to be known, but by the number of 
the Guards thatſorbad the going in and out of his 
Chamber, and by a donite gratethat was put be- 
fore the windows ; 1n a!l other things he was uſed 
Iike a Kings Son, and the will of Roxana, who de- 
firedit, was punQually fulblled, 

When the Prince ſaw himfelf deprived of that li- 
berty, which he would have employed for the reco- 
very of his Princeſſes freedom, and fruſtrated of the 
hopes hc had to fight for her deliverance, he ſunk a 
little from his ordinary conſtancy, and bore that be- 
inning of his captivity leſs patiently than might have 
been expected from the greatneſs of his ſpirit ; he 
made refleCtion upon the citate of his companions, 
and remembring that he had left them in danger for 
a quarrel, the greateſt intercits whereof were his, he 
gave himſelf over to an immoderate afflition. W hat 
(ſaid he) ſhall I then be a Captive, or rather ſhut 
up ina Chamber, where I aminſafety from theene- 
mics ſword or Javelin, while Ar:uxerxes, Lyſima- 
ch14, and their Companions fight for Caſſandra and 
Oroondates? Shall thoſe gallant reſolutions I had ta- 
ken, vaniſh then without any effect ? If there be ha- 
Zard to be run, if there be glory to be gaincd, ſhall 
my Companions have it all, and ſhall Pexdiccas and 
his friends laugh that they have him in their fetters, 
who had ſo loudly threatned him; O my faireſt 
Queen, if you were to hope for ſuccour, was it not 
from your Orosondatcs, ard (ince by my capti- 
vity I loſt the means to give it you, ovght ! not to 
have prevented it by a death leſs ſhameful and more 
ſupportable ? 

In theſe unquiet thoughts, wherewith he was cru- 
elly tormented, he found ſome conſolation, by re- 
membring that he was bur a very little diltance from 
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the came unto that action, ſhe could not ſee the ſo 
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his Princeſs, and that he was ſhut up with her in the 
compaſs of the ſame Walls. We are neither ſepa- 
rated ( ſaid he) by Seas. nor Provinces, and only a 
few houſes takes up all the ſpace there is between 
my Queen and me ; but deareit Princeſs, we both 
are Captives in this City, which was once the King | 
your Fathers, and which was alfo the King your 
Husbands, and poor Orvon4ates for all he is fo near 
you, hath no more means to fee you, and diſcourſe 
with you, than when he was kept in priſon by the 
King of Scythz. | 

He had continued two or three hours in this kind 
of entertainment, when he was told that Queen 
Roxana was coming to viſit him. That hated name 
made his colour change, and he knew not which 
way he ſhould prepare himſelf for the ſight of a per- 
ſon, whoſe very remembrance alone he could not 
but abhor, yet did he do all he poſſibly could, to 
diſpoſe himſelf to kearit, and ſcarce had he begun to 
ſettle his countenance, when he ſaw her come into 
the chamber, attended only by Heſzone and another 
of her maids, Though he was fain to uſe a great vi- 
olence upon himſelf to receive her, yet did he go 
to meet her, and{trove to pay her what he believ- 
ed due to the Widow of Alexander the Great, 
but if he werc in ſome confuſion, the Queen was in 
no lefſe than he, and notwithitanding all the prepa- 
rations wherewith ſhe had armed her ſelf before 


beloved face of that man for whom ſhe had ſuffered 
ſomuch, and whom ſhe had made ſo much to ſuffer, 
without being in the greatc!i perplexity of mind, 
{he had ever felt in all her life ; ſhe looked a while 
upon him with eyes which ſuiticiently diſcovered 
the motions of her heart, and if ſhe had followed 
them, ſhe would without doubt 'have been tran- 
ſported to give him a reception far beyond the 
bounds of decency and modeity ; but having: as 
much power over her ſelf as any womanin the world 
ſhe made uſe of it in this encounter, and keeping 
her ſelf within reaſonable moderate limits, after 
ſhe had ſaluted him according to the ordinary cu 
ſtome, ſhe was the fir{t that broke filence in theſe 
words: I am come to render you what the quality 
of an enemy, and the condit:on of a priſoner of 
war, cannot take away from your birth and vertue, 
and to afſure you, that your Fortune ts not worſe by 
being fallen into our hands, than it was when you 
fought before our wal's. 

Though the Queen, ſpake theſe words with a 
Grace that was-common to very few perſons, and 
that her beauty was capable to diſſipate part of the 
reſentments one might have againſt her, The Prince 
was prepoſſeſſed with his by ſuch juit and powerful 
motives, that the ſence he was obliged to have of 
her civils offers, was hardly able ro ſuſpend that for 
a moment, which he had of the miſeries ſhe had 
made him undergo;yet did he force himſelf the belt 
he could, and being he bore a moſt perfeCtreſpect un- 
to that ſex,he ſtrove for all he was ſo much cxaſpera- | 
ted to obſerve Decency, even with his molt bitter 
enemy. 

Your Majeſty takes a care (ſaid he ) which I have 
never merited, and this favour is undeſervedly be- 
ſtowed upon a priſoner, and upon an enemy like 
me, If you are my enemy, (replied Roxane) I 
am not yours : our thoughts have {ti]l continued 1n 
their firlt eſtate,and as all the teſtimonies of aftetion, 
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your heart, ſo all the marks of hatred, which you 
have made appear againſt me, both in your former 
and in your latter actions, have not been able to 
change my inclinations. Oroondates hadno intent 
to engage in ſych like diſcourſe, as defiring to ſhun 


all occaſions of falling again into the perſecutions of - 


Roxana, but when the had put him upon that Sub- 
ject, and by thoſe words revived his ſad remem- 
brances and his lawful Reſentments, he could not 
be the maiter of them, but being carried away by 
their impetuouſneſſe ; I had thought Madam (ſaid 
he) I had been in a condition, that would have 
freed me from hearing or from uſing reproaches ; 
but fince by yours to me, you give me ſome liberty 
to juſtific my Actions, I will excuſe them no other 
way but by avowins them ; it is true that I have the 
thoughts of an enemy towards you, nay thoughts of 
ſuch a violent hatred, as perhaps nothing but 
you Sex alone hath defended you againſt 
them, and hindred me of the ſatisfaction 
to deſtroy the cruel! cauſe of all my misfor- 
tunes ; it is not neceſſary I ſhould quicken your me- 
mory of them, you know well enough that after 
having a thouſand times diſturbed my quiet by your 


ſubtle plots, you in tae end have utterly deprived 


me of it by a deceipt witnout example, and cruelly 
torn away my happinefie and all my hopes. It is 
you alone that have thrown me headlong into this 
gulph of miferics, wherein I have unfortunately 
languiſhed out my daycs; it is by your means a- 
tone that 1 Ioit all, and when you thought Heaven 
was prep: ring to reitore it me, you would have ſent 
it out of the worl41to put me out of all hope to reco- 
ver it; 'yor. forgot that you were a woman and a 
Princeſjc, to change your ſelf into a fury armed a- 
Sain{t my lite, and fo you could but make me pe- 
riſh, you never feared the ſhame you were to re- 
ceive by fuch a horrid cruelty, nor the remorſe of 
conſcience that would have tortured you ; for hav- 
ins ſhed the remainders of the moſt illuſtrious Blood 
in the world, and the remainders of the bloud of 
your own Kings. hefe Madam, are the gallantmarks 
of your aficction, and aſter this can you think it 
{ſtrange I ſhould have received them with in :ratitude, 
and that | ſhould reſent thoſe crafty practices that 
have been ſo fatal tome, and abhor that prodigy of 
cruelty in which I had a greater intereſt than allVan- 
kind ? It is true, Madarn.that I have hated,that I have 
deteited you, and that I took up Arms againit you ; 
but could you think my reſentments ſhould be more 
moderate, and thatT could behold the cruel Authors 
of my dcplorable miſerics, and the horrible Mur- 
therers of Statira, as other than Monſters , and 
Tormentors of my life ? 

The Prince peradventure would have ſaid more, 
if the Queen, who hearkened impatiently, had not 
interrupted him : I mutt confeſs ( ſaid ſhe) that I 
have done all that you reproach mewith, but theſe 
actions, which are extraordinary to my Sex, and 
perhaps unto my humour, have been extraordinary 
marks of my aſteCtion,and if you had rightly confide- 
red them ,, they would have drawn your love, or 
your acknowledgement, in{te:2d of your averſion : 
It was for your ſake alone, that from openneſs and 
ſweetneſs, I fell ro ſubtilty and cruelty, ana that 
dreadful change of mind was nothing but a.pure ct- 
ſec of this affetion, which you have ſo ingrateiul- 
ly requited ; if at the fr!t I troubled yonr repole, 


which I have given you, have not been able to touch 


it was becauſe | thought you ſhould have fought ir in 
NOne 
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non? but me alone, ſince it was for you alone I had 
rejeted mine; If I had recourſe to ſubtilry to get 
you from my rival, it was becauſe I believed you 
ought to have been mine, as I was wholly yours, 
and that having by the knowledge of your ingrati- 
tude loit the hope of acquiring you, | was not will- 
inz my rival ſhould triumph over my deitruction; 
and if after the death of the King our Husband, I 
would havediſpatched her out of tre World, it was 
Oroondates, and not an ambition of Empire ; they 
were the Maximes of love, andnot the Maximes of 
State that carried me on to ſuch a cruelty ; the came 
again intoa condition of taking Yroondares from me ; 
and to endeavour to ſecure him to my ſelf, I with 
her would have ſacrificed all that next after him was 
deareſt to mein the world ; imagine ſomething yet 
more ſtrange than that, 1 was capable to have done 
it that I might purchaſe you, but by theſe violences 
which I have done to a nature ; that of it ſelf was 
not enclined to cruelty, and by theſe blemiſhes 
which my actions may have {tuck upcn my reputa- 
tion, you ought to judge, Oroondates, of the great. 
neſs of my atfection, rather than of that of my Ri- 
val by the ſlender proofs you have received from her 
ſhe hated vou as ſoon as ſhe believed you ceaſed to 
love her, ſhe baniſhed you in,urioully from her 
preſence, when with the price of your blood, and 
the danger of your tife you came to buy her liberty; 
and Thave loved vou in your 1:gratitude, 1n your 
ſcorn, ani <vcn in your highele provocations; I 
loved you when + 01: 2:4 armed for our ruine be- 
fore our Gates, and i (ov. 72u M1 being newly en- 
tred into ovr City witi. your fword 1n your hand, 
with a deſign, perizz;s, to turn it againit my 
lite. 

Roxana made a top at theſe words. and the 
Prince ſeeing ſhe expected his anſwer - | do rot deny 
( ſeid he) but that theſe proofs of affection which 
you alledge are very difterent from thoſe I tave rc- 
ceived from Queen £$r-::74, Tnever looked for any 
ſuch from her, and if ſhe had bccn capable to give 
me them, I might have becn capable to loſe tic re- 
port and the paſſion I had for her. it was in perinit- 
ting me to ſec her, and to ſerve her, that the ex- 
preſſed her goodn-file to me, better than by crimes 
which could never have come into her thought with. 
out horrour, and by the knowledge I had of her, { 
received thoſe favours, as graces that were above a 
reaſonable ambition ; I wondred not that ſhe ſhould 
ceaſe to love him, when ſhe believed him ingrate- 
ful and perfidious, who in his greateſt fidelity was 
unworthy of her affection, and by means of your 
cruel deceit, I was guiity cnough in her opinion, to 
deſerve a thouſand deaths, with the bani{hment ſhe 
condemed me to; if ſhe hated mefo long as my in- 
nocence was unknown to her, if ſhe married Alex- 
ander, you alone were guilty of the crime, and if 
fince her marriage ſhe bounded all her aftc&tions in 
the perſon of the King her Husband, and could nei- 
ther love me, nor ſuffer me after my juſtification : 
I accuſed nothing but her vertue only, and did not 
think it ſtrange that a Princeſſe, who could not com- 
mit a fault, would not for my ſake go beyond the 
limits of her duty. In ſhort, Madam, though it 
were true, that that great Princeſs had ill requited 
my paſſion, ſhe is ſuch an one as merits an eternal 
ſervice, without the lcalt hope of requital, and I am 
too proud of the advantage I have had above all o- 
ther men;to give a moment of my life to the thought 
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of another glory, or of another felicity. Thc ſc in- 
| clinations (replied Koxana) have hitherto been very 
contrary to your repoſe ; and rhe miſeries wherein 
you have paſled your life, ought, perchance, to 
have diverted you from that imprudent perſeve. 
rance, Theſe miſerics (anſwered Oroondates) ſhall 
ever make my molt glorious fortune, and that 
which I have ſuftercd for my Princeſs is above the 
nigheit recompences I could propoſe unto my ſelf 
in a delign leſs noble than that of devoting my whole 
life unto Srarirz, You might, perhaps, employ 
it with better fruit, ( added Roxana) and though 
Statira were yet more worthy of it than ſhe is, per- 
chance (he may never be ina condition to acknoyy- 
ledge it; ſhe is in the power of g man who will ra- 
ther perith than abandon her, and you your ſelf ma 

conſider that you are my Priſoner, I am a Priſo- 
ner, ( ſaid Oreoraates ) but this captivity of the 
body reaches not unto the foul, or if my ſoul be a 
priſoner, it is in a priſon out of which it neither can, 
nor ever will be ſet at liberty ; thus itis you ſhure 
Oroondates with Statira z but her part wit eternally 
be hers, and you may happen quickly to lfe yours, 
by the ſuccour of a great number of gallant friends 
that tight for my deliverance. That ſuccour of your 
irtends (replied Roxana) is not fo infallille as you 
-clicve, and the ſucceſs of thts day may perchance 
have cooled them for a great many others; but I 
hope you wi'l not need it, and that I ſhall make 
vour priſon ſo pleaiins to you, that you no more 
{hall wiſh for liberty ; it is with that deiignlI defired 
you ſhoul:i be my priſoner particularly, nor would 
| leave taat advantage to enemies you have amons 
us, whoſe intereit in your ruine would perhaps have 
been more poxvertul in them than the confiieration 
wich ought to be had of your perſon, 

Aﬀtcr theſe words, Roxana, who dcfircd firit to 
try g:ntle wayes, not being willing to exaſpcrate 
Droendates by a longer converſation, took tcave of 
nm, wacn ſne once more had promiſed him ail the 
500d nizge be could hope tor from the perſon that 
Nail tne World was mot atteCtionate to him +; and 
going out of his Chamber, leit tim at liberty to re- 
fect upon that pajt entertainment, and upon his 
preſent condition. £s ſhe retired to her own lods- 
ings with Torcnes, which were alrcady lict:ted, 
{nc ina Gallery met Cafjunder and Alceras; they 
buth knew of Croordirtes his beings taken, which 
was divuiged through the whole Town, and they al- 


fit him. Alcetos preſented his hand to her on that 
i:de that hers was tree, to lead her back unto her 
Chamber; and Cafſander, who by reaſon of for- 
mer paſſages between them had not fo caſie anac- 
ceſs, kept at a farther diitance, but he looked up- 
on her with eyes which the rage of his jealouſie had 
Kindled,and not knowing how to diilemole his reſent- 
ments, 

Your Majeſty ( ſ:idhe ) comes from doing an 
action generous to exceſs, and if you had ſcen your 
priſoner today before our valls, in the poſture we 
ſaw him, animating his men by his voice, and by 
his examwple.to the ruine of our Party.and periaps 
even to your own, it may be you wou!ao not tave 
made ſuch extraordinary nate to viit him. The 
| Queen, who hated both the diſcourſe and perſon of 
| Caſſander, anſwered him ſometiing briskly ; Ihave 
{ rendred that without gencrelity, which 1 in reaſon 
| owed to a man of Ureondatcs his Quality, and I have 

- ren: 


ſo were not ignorant that the Queen had been to vi-' 
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rendred him nothing whereof he is not very worthy 
both byhis birth,and by his vertue.He is yet the more 
worthy of it (replyed the jealous Caſſander) bythe 
happineſs he hath not to be hated of you, but 1 will 
tell your Majeſty(once more)that he appeared very 
ingrateful to day to your aftection, and that you 
eould not have honoured an enemy with It more 
fierce and cager to procure your ruine. So gene- 
rous an enemy as he, (faid the Queen, exaſperated 
by that diſcourſe) in what condition ſoever he can ap- 
ear is a thouſand times more lovely than a coward- | 
ly friend ; and I ſhould be leſs athamed of loving 
ſuch an enemy as O; oozdates, than ſuch a friend as 
Caſſanaer. 

Caſſunder would have anſwered that ſharp reply, 
and perhaps with too much bitterneſs, if they had 
not been zuit then at the Queens Chamber-door, in- 
to which he would not enter, ſo the Queen went in, 
not ſtaying for his auſwer, leaving him in furious 
tranſports of anger and j=alouſie : Initantly his 
thoughts ran all to the death of Oroondartes, and he 
more conſidered the facility he might have to exe- | 
cute his deſign in the condition he ti:en was, than 
the ſhame he might undergoe by killing a Priſoner. 
He ſhall die, (ſa1d he, walking fait up and down 
the Gailery) be ſhall dye, that proud uſurper of 
Roxana's affeQtions, he that unjaltly robs me of 
what he himſelf diſdains, though he be unworthy 
of it; and though by this womans ingratitude I am 
little obliged to emirrace her intereſts, I 1n my re- 
venge will give her hers, and puniſh tis inſolent 
man for his contempt of her : | upon Oroondates 
will revenge both Cafſuzder and Roxana, and per- 
chancel ſhall alſo reverge my felf ( even upon Kox- 
ana) by giviog death to Vroodates; if ſhe be reaſo- 
nable, ſhe'll think ter ſelf beholding to me, in what 
F ſhall. have done for her reparation, andif ſhe per- 
fit in her ingratitude towards me, [ſhall be fatish- 
ed, in having puniſhed her by the death of my enc- 
my. 


He was tallins on this manner to himſelf, when 
Perdiccas returning from the Town, where he had 
given all the Orders that were neceſlary for the 
guard that night, came into the Gallery ; Cafſ4nder 
ſaluted him with ſo troubled a countenance, that 
Perdiccas ſoon took notice of it; and having asked 
him what the matter was, Cafſander ina few words 
told him how he had met the Queen, and repeated 
all rhe diſcourſe that had paſſed between them. She 
uſes me ( added be afterivard) as a man of no ac- 
count, and asa manunable to retort the injuries ſhe 
does me ; but the ſhall find her ſelf deceived, and 
ſhall ſee thatI yet am powerful enough to do her a 
very ſenſible diſpleaſure. You are the moſt vio- 
Jent man in the World, (-replyed Perdiccas) and 
you take a very wrongs courſe to effeE&t your inten- 
tions ; this is not the way to $:in the affections of a 
Princeſſe, and the Qeeen muit needs have had 
trons inclinations towards you, if after the vio- 
lence of your proceedings, ſhe could ſuffer you with- 
out averſion IT have tried ( anſwered Caſſander) 
all waves of gentleneſs, and of reſpect, with as 
much paticnce and ſubmiſſion, as Roxana could have 
looked for from the meaneit man alive, but that 
ſubmiſſion, and that patience have bcen as fruitleſs 
to me as theſe violences you reproach me with, 
While you kept your ſclf within thoſe terms ( [aid 
Perdiceas) the Queen was engaged with a Hus: 
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band, and with a Husband great enough totake up 
all her affections, and ſince his loſs you have hardly 
given her leiſure to come to her ſelf, Say rather, 
( replyed the jealous Caſſander) and ſay fo witha 
great deal more truth and reaſon, that both during 
the life, and after the death of that Husband, ſhe 
was prepoſſeſſed with the paſſion ſhe hath for our 
common enemy ; ſay 'tis her priſoner, or ours with 
as much juitice as hers, that robs me of Roxana, 
as he does you of Statira, and fay in fine, that the 
only way we have left is to make him periſh for the 
repoſe of us both. Ile agree with you, (anſwered 
Perdiceas) that Oroondates is indeed the greateſt ob- 
ſtacle tomy deſigns, and that he is my rival a great 
deal more than yours, fince he hath as ſtrong a pa- 
fon for Sratira, as an averſion againſt Roxana; 
and I will alſo agree with you, that by his-death I 
[nould find advantages which I can hardly hope for 
while heis alive, but you mult know withall, that 
i cannot be the author of it, and thatI am engaged to 
Roxana, by a promiſe that will not ſuffer me to 
attempt any thing againit him ; I muſt be fain to let 
Croondates live, thereby to ſecure the life of Statira, 
without which I could not preſerve my own, nor 
can Itake arms againſt my rival, without arming 
Roxana and all her powers with her, againſt hers. 
I know( /aid Cafſander ) what plot you both have 
contrived ugainit my happineſs, I am too much 
concerned in it to hive been ignorant thereof till 
now, and 1 doubt not but Roxax4 will leave you 
S:41ira, to have Oroondares for her ſelf; but hope 
not for your ſatisfaction by thoſe wayes, and rather 
expectit by your rivals death, than by his matching 
with Rox4z4, neither indeed is there any probabili- 
ty of ſceing a Scyr»:az joyned in marriage with the 
Queen of the 47:c2d9anians ; and the poſture her af- 
fairs will be brought into by the birth of a Son of 
Alexanders, will not permit her to think of the alli- 
ance of that Barbarian; it were much ſecurer for 
you, that Cr00ndates were no longer in the world, 
th2n that he ſhould continue in it to be ſtill ſeen, and 
ttill in a condition to be loved by Starira; perhaps I 
may do ſoincthing both for you and for my ſelf, and 
if your promiſe keeps your hand from ſerving you 
in that occaſion,mine ſhall be employed in it without 
akezconſidcration andrepugnance,Caſſander ſaid 
many other things of this nature toPerdiccas,who for 
h1s intreit own could not diſapprove that intention,& 
though he was hindered by the promiſe he had made 
to Koxana,from confirming him in it, yetdid he not 
do what he might have done to diflwade him from 
ic. He parted with nim preſently after to go and ſee 
Rexana, to whom he had ſomething to communi- 
cate, and Alcetas, whom Cafſanaer had ſtaycd for, 
came to him then out of her Chamber, 

Alcetas would needs go immediately to fee the 
Princeſs Parijatrs ; and Caſſander,for all he was fo 
muck tranſported, went along to ſerve him in a de- 
ſign they had laid together todiſcover how ſhe ſtood 
attected towards Ly/imachiys, They found her not 
in her own lodzirg, for all that day ſhe had not 
ſtirred from the Queen her fitter, with whom ſhe 
had had matter of diſcourſe concerning Oroondares 


| his beings taken, they paſſed on to the Queens 
Chamber, into which which they had free entrance , 
alwayes by their authority ; yet the Queen by rea-ſI77- 


of the ſuſpitionsthat were had of Cafſnder, for the 


death of the King her husband, could not {after his 


| preſence without horrour ; nor woul; the have per- 
mitted 
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mitted him to viſit her ina place where ſhe had been 
Mittriſs; they then had newly ſupped, but had eat- 
en very little in regard of the dilturbance this laft 
accident had cauſed in them, and they were rifing 
from the Table, when Alceras and Caſſander came 
into their chamber. After fome words of civility, 
which they ſpake at their firſt coming in, Pariſats, 
who thought ſhe might more handſomely than the 

ueen ask news concerning Oroondates, prayed 
Caſſander to tell her the truth, and to let her know 
ſome particulars of the manner of his taking. Caſ- 
ſander though he could not hear the name of Oroon- 
dates without trembling, yet did he maſter himſelf 
toſatisfie her,and to make plot the take,which Alce- 
245 and he had agreed upon: So after having to'd 
her what he knew of the truth; We had not that 
advantage alone, (continued be) norare we better 
pleaſed withthe taking of Oroondares, than we are 
with having ſlain and wounded the chief of his com- 
panijons : Prolomeus, Eumences, and Polyperchon 
have loſt their lives in this laſt aCtion, Antigone, 
Craterus, and Demetrius are wounded, and we our 
ſelves ſaw Lyſimachus, who was getting up after 
Orcondates, hurt with a great many arrows, and 
thrown down under the ruines of a Batilement, with 
the ladder. ans all thoſe that followed him into the 
Moat, from whence he was carried off by ſome of 
their ſouldiers without any ſign of life, 

The ſubtle Cafſznder ſpake on this manner, and 
his words {truck like a Fhunderbolt into the ſoul of 
Pariſztis, Flthough that vertuous Princeſs had t- 
ved till then v ith ſuch a prudence and diſcretion, as 
hardclv ſuttere * thoſe rhat frequented her molt familt- 
arly ro jadze ©: the truth of her thoughts, yet was it 
moſt certain ti-t ſhe loved Lyſemachi, and that 
ſhe could not remeraber what he had done for her 
ſervice, and in what condition he had been with her, 
even by the will of Queen Sy/;gambs her ſelf, with- 
out p acing him in her eſteem above all the re(t of 
mankind ; the marvellous power ſhe had over her 
paſſions, had made her diſſemble her thoughts in a 
ſeaſon, when by reaſon of ſcruples too full of ſeve- 
rity, ſhe believed ſhe couldnot handſomty diſcover 
them ; but as ſ-0n as without offending the memory 
Hepheſtionſhe had been able to turn her mind upon 
the actions and perſon of Lzſimachus, ſhe in them 
had found ſo many occaſions to love him, that ſhe 
was of opinion, that ſhe could not without ingrati- 
tude, and inſenſibility defend her ſelf againſt an af- 
fection that was ſo legitimate, and ſo much approv- 
ed by them that had the power over her ; any other 
body but Pariſaris would without doubt have ſhew- 
ed greater tokens of it, and if Ly/ſimachus had had 
to do with one whoſe humor had not been ſo full of 
circumſpeCion, he might have conceived more ad- 
vantageous hopes than thoſe he could draw from the 
actions of that Princeſs, but if ſhe loved him before 
the death of Alexander, and before the revolution 
of their fortune, her affection was without doubt 
augmented by the lait proofs of his, not being igno- 
rant that it was chiefly for her revenge, and tor her 
liberty, that he had made all his friends take arms, 
that he fought before the walls of Babyloz, and that 
he expoſed himſelf every day to fo many dangers ; 
ſhe had often quaked and grown pale for fear of him, 
as well as the Queen her ſiſter for Oroondares, at 
the recital of thoſe battels and combats wherein he 
might have met with death for her intereits, and 
though ſhe had diſguiſed the cauſe of her apprehenſi- | 
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ons more carefully than ſhe, yet they had b 
little leſs than hers. Till then talc i = 


maintained her ſelf like Pariſarzs, but at this cruel 


relation of Caſſander, ſhe ſhewed more we 

than ſhe had done in all the actions of her — 
though ſhe made good the Empire ſhe had over her 
mind, ſhe loſt that ſhe had over her face, and in an 
inſtant it was ſtruck with ſuch a paleneſs, that all the 
that were near her, believed with a great deal of 
probability ſhe would fall into a ſwound ; Atceras 
ttept to her to hold her up, and her averſion againſt 
him could not defend her at that time from receivin 
his aſſiſtance, nor from linking in his arms with tel? 
ſign of life; the Queen running to her received her 
into hers, and kiſſing her with much affection, and 
with words full of tenderneſſe, ſhe touched them in 
ſuch manner, who by their ſubtle practices had put 
her into that condition, that ſhe made them ſoon re. 
pent what they had done, 

Alcetas was not capable of a long diſſimulation 
and fearing his deceit might produce effects worſe 
than thoſe beginnings, and might bring the Princeſs 
into ſuch an eltate as would not be in his power to 
remedy, he drew near to her again, in whom there 
yet remained ſome ſenſe and knowledge ; Madam 
( ſaith be) give no credit to Caſſanders words, it 
was at my entreaty he made you this recital, and it 
was by that device deſired to learn a truth, which I 
never had been able to draw from your former aQi- 
ons; I have but too well cfiected my defign, and 
would to God I bad ſtill kept my ſelf in my bare 
ſuſpicions without clearing my doubts any further ; 
weſaw nothing, nor heard we any news of Lyſima: 
chu his being wounded, or of the death of his Com- 
panions, all the advantage we had was the takins of 
Oroondares, and the killing of a great many thou- 
ſand men that loft their lives under our walls, but 
my happy Rival is alive, and alive but too certainly 
for my repoſe; he's ſafe from all diſaſters, fince be 
hath the good fortune to be loved by you, both a- 
bove his merit, and to the prejudice of my life. 
Believe this truth (continued he, obſerving by the 
Princeſſes action, that ſhe gave little faith to what he 
ſaid) ſince youmay be certified of it within an hour, 
and fince this ſecond deceit could not. but be uſcleſs 
to me, after having drawn more from the former 
than I could have wiſhed, To theſe words Caſſan- 
der added his confirmation, and Penceſtas, in whom 
the Princeſſes had more'confidence than in them, en- 
tring then into the Chamber, by his report took a- 
way the apprehenſions of Pariſartis. She recollect- 
ed all her ſpirits that were diſſipated, but ſhe came 
to her ſelf again with ſo much ſhame and reſentment, 
that it was impoſlihle for her to diſſemble either. 
She turned away her eyes from A.ceras and Caſſin- 
der, being inflamed with an anger that was not or- 
dinary in her, and by her action made them fee they 
had mortally oftended her, Alcerz5 obſerved it, 
but being by the knowledge of his Rivais good for- 


| tune cait down into an extremity of grief, he was 


no better able to hide his reſentments than Parr/arts, 
but paſſing over the fear he would have had in ano- 
ther ſeaſon to exaſperate her more againit him, Ma- 
dam (ſaid he) I beg your pardon for our having de- 
ceived you, Iuught to have contented my ſelf with 
the former proofs I had of Lyſimachins's happineſs, 
without ufing this trick to ſeek out what I have too 
plainly found : but to deal with a mind like yours, 
a man 1s forced to try extraordinary wayes, He 

would 
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would have ſaid more, if the Princeſs, infinitely diſ- 
pleaſed, had not thus interrupted him, You have 
yery well interpreted an effect of my not being well, 
rather than of Cafſandcrs diſcourſe, but though it 
were true that the change you ſaw in me, proceeded 
from the grief I might receive by the death or wounds 
of thoſe valiant men that fight our quarrel, I ſhonld 
find no cauſe to fear any reproaches for it;and though 
according to your ſuſpitions, it were for Lyſimacbus 
alone that I ſhewed thoſe marks of ſenſibility, Iowe 
enough to the merit of his ſervices, andto that of his 
perſon, to remember Wem without bluſhing; and I 
owe ſo little to AlcazFithat it ſhould never be his in- 
tcreſt ſhould makee to repent it. Though my Siſter 
ſhould love Lyſmachusadded the Queen)ſhe ſhou!d 
but follow the Will of the Queen her Mother, that of 
Alexander your King,and the Counſel of her elder 
Siſter ; but if ſhe ſtood in need to juſtihe that affei- 
on to any body living,it wereleſs to Alcetas than to 
' any other man in the World.I demanded no juſtifica- 
tion of it (replyed Alceras)though perhaps I am in 
a condition to give my ſelf ſome ſatisfaion ; but I'le 
demand that aſſiſtance from my hand, which it owes 
me againſt the fortune of my Rival ; and peradven- 
ture,may make tears be ſhed for a real death, bythem 
whom a feigned one had fo ſenſibly afflited. That's 
the ſhorteſt way(added Cafſander )and the moſt rea- 
ſonable one we both can follow.,and 1 neither can nor 
will make my felf amends for Rox4na's contempt of 
me, by any other means but the death cf Oroondares. 
The Queen, who was touch'd to the heart with that 
diſcourſe, loit all conſideration of Caſſander,and look- 
ing at him with aneye kindied witha juſt indignati- 
on;I doubt not{ſaid ſhe )but by the ſame arms thou 
madeſt uſe of forthe death of the King thy Maſter, 
thou mayeſt likewiſe compaſs the death of a priſoner; 
but I alſo know very well, that if he were at liberty 
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thou wouldeſt flee before him as thou haſt ſhame- 
fully done many times already. At theſe words, refu- 
ſing any longer converſation with them, ſhe took her 
Sitter by the hand,and entring her cloſet with her,ſhut 
the door. They remained together in the Chamber 
mad with rage at theQ ueens replies, eſpecially Cſ- 
ſander, whom the reproach of having poyſoned his 
King drove into extremities of fury, that brake forth 
into tranſported words, which Alceras could not hin- 
der him,from uttering. They are the Perſians (ſaid 
he) and the Race of Darius, not the Princes of A1a- 
cedox,that are guilty ofthe death of the Jacedoniar 
King. They are the Ba: barians unworthy of his rule 
and of his alliance that have taken away the life of 
their Conquerour,and of their Maſter,and perhaps it 
was Oroendateshis Rival, and his Enemy that made 
him periſh to facilitate his poſſeſſion of the daughter 
of Darizs ; butl will prevent you both well enough 
from reaping the fruit you pretend to by it, and you 
ſhall be puniſhed with Roxana by the death of that 
Barbarian,whom you both unworthily prefer before 
the Macedonian Princes, He would have ſaid more to 
this effect, if A/ceras and Pexceſias, more moderate 
than he, had not carried him out of the room almoſt by 
force. After their departure,the twoPrinceſles contin- 
ved yet ſome hours together;andwhen they had ſpent 
the beginning of them in complaining of that viſit of 
Caſſander and Alceras they employed the reſt in diſ- 
courſing of Oro:ndates, whoſe laſt accident took up 
all their thoughts ; they reaſoned a long while upon 
what they ought to fear or hope for concerning him, 
and yyere notable to judge whether they had more 
cauſe to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with their fortune in 
that laſt adventure, Inthe end, it being grown late, 
they parted,the Princeſs retiring to her Lodging, and 
the Queen going to bed,where ſhe paſſed the night in 
diſquiets, which already were become habitualto her, 
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ſter,if the Prince of Scyrhia,if Roxana,if Per- 
diccas, Alcetas and Caſſiender.paſſed the night 
in Babylon,with a great deal of care and reit- 
leſmeſs; Oroondares his friends in the Camp,were toſ- 
ſed with the moſt cruel diſquiets they had ever felt: 


B UT if the fair Queen and the Princeſs her i- 


under that name of Oroondares his friends, one might 
comprehend all the Commanders ofthe Army,and as 
many of the Souldiers as did but know him; among 
whichthere were none whom the admirable vertue of 
that Prince had not gainedeven to the-utmoſt proofs, 
Artaxerxes ſaw day appear without having beſtow- 
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ed one minute of the night in ſleep, and as ſoon as 
he was out of bed, he ſenta Trumpet with Araxes 
to the gates of the City, to learn the deſtiny of. his 
dear brother. Araxes,all whoſe thoughts had tend- 
edto nothing but death fincethe loſs of his Maſter, 
undertook that employment with a mortal apprehen. 
fion, and with a molt firm reſolution, 1f he were 
flain, not to ſurvive the hearing of that fatal news. 
He advanced toward the Gate, and having by a Par- 
ly which he made his Trumpet ſound, diſpoſed the E- 
nemiesto ſuffer his approach and hear his buſineſs, 
he that commanded their Corps de garde, came up- 
on the Gate to ſpeak to him, and having bidden him 
propoſe his defires, poor Araxcs trembling for the 
anſwer he expected, opencd his mouth twice before 
he had the confidence to get out a word, brt in the 
end, being preſſed totel} his Meſſage ; Icome, (faid 
he) to ask whetherthe Prince of Scythia, rhat got 
upon your walls yeſterday, be dead or living ? The 
Officer who had no order to diſguiſe the truth, told it 
to Araxes without diſimulation ; and when he had 
let him know that his Maſter was alive, without 
wounds, and uſed according to the greatneſs of his 
quality-and of his vertue,it cauſed a joy in him very 
little different from his former aMiction, Hemade it 
appear bya loud acclamation,and having thanked the 
Officer.of whom he at that time defired nothing ciſe, 
he returned to the Princes and reitored them life with 
that good tiews. Not but that Or-0ondares's being a 
priſoner, was to them one ofthe greatelt misfortines 
they could have apprehenled, but the fear they had 
been in of his 4-ath, made them conſider it as a bleſ- 


. 
ir, 


ſling ; and it ſeemet a+if it had been neceſſary, to 


- make them find confol=tion in an acctdent th-c would 


have exceſſively afficted them. Since my Brother is 
alive.ſaid Artaxerxes,l do not deſpair cf our fortune, 
and the gods to whom his vertue is too conſiderable 
tolet it periſh, have delivered him from many dangers 
as great as this. *Tisa very favourable encounter ad- 
ded Lyſimachs.that he is fallen into Roxana's hands, 
whoſe love and power will without doubt ſecure 
him from all manner of peril; beſides the friendſhip 
and the agreement ſhe has made with Perdiccas, do 
put him yet in greater ſafety ; but though Perdiccas 
his jealouſie ſhould incite him to attempt any thing a- 
gainft him, Rex524 is potent enorgh to etend him by 
open force, *Twas by this conſideration the Princes 
endeavoured to comfort themſelves ; but deſiring to 
Jabour withoutdelay, for the liberty of their friend, 
they went altogether toSelexucus h's tent.Selencry was 
already cured of his wounds, NVearchu alfo and Leo- 
natus were in the ſame condition ; but the Jait had 
taken part with the Princes in good earneſt, and had 
only ſtaid-for the recovery of his ſtrength, that he 
might be able to ſerve them againit Peraiccas, Aﬀeer 
the firſt complements, Prince Artaxerxes addreffing 
himſelf to Sclerc:,by the conſent of all his compani- 


ons; Noble Se/euczs, faid he, we now have nced of 


your aſhſtance.for the liberty of Prince 0. oondares; 
if the enemies into whoſe power he is fallen, were as 
generous as you are, we ſhould not be in any fear 
for him,but becauſe their inclinations and the intercit 
they have in his ruine,may ſuggeſt thoughts into them 
very different from yours, we cannot bear his captivi- 
ty with a minutes reſt ; we come not to offer you 
your liberty, and with your own that of Vearchs, 
they have been long at your own diſpoſing, but we'l 
beſeech you to make uſe of them to regain us what 
we have loſt, we'l talk no longer to Perdicczs of ex- 
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change but fince your health permits, you may retire 
if you pleaſe to Babylon, and when you are among} 


thoſe of your party, you'l remember the requelt we 


make you;to reſtore us Prince Oroondatcs. Silencus 
eſteemed this motion of Artaxerxes and this manner 
of carriage ſo obliging, that he knew nct where to 
find words to expreſs the ſenſe he had of it:wherefore 
he remained a while without reply conſidering which 


| way he ſhould receive the civility of the Princes; but 


having ſpent ſome moments in that thought : By the 
former trial I made, ſaid he t, of my credit with 
Perdiccas,] ought to havel hope I had in his 
friendſhip,neither will Ianym ound a confidence 
upon it,nor is it for our enlarg Qi that 1 will pro. 
miſe you thar of Prince Oroondates, that exchange 
would be too unequal, and there is nothing amongſt 
us all, that can pay the value of ſo precious a liberty; 
but finceyouare pleaſed I ſhould make uſe of thatyou 
ofter me,1'le go into the City with earch, where 
we'l employ our utmoſt power to get the Prince of 
Scythia's freedom ; and if our endeavours prove in- 
eftectual.I give you myword that we'l return to you, 
& that we'l bring back with us all the f6rces we have 
in Baby/on, You are free without condition (replyed 
Artexerxes) and though we ſhould not be able to re- 
gain the Prince by your mediation, you are not at all 


engag'd to return to us but if after that laſt proof, you 


judge Perd:ccas unworthy of your aſſiſtance, and of 
your friend{hip,we ſhall receive them both according 
tothe inclination and eſteem we have fer your vertue, 
Seleucrs and his companien anſwered theſe words in 
terms full of acknowledgment, ard after having ſpent 
ſome time in proſecuting that converſation,and in oiv- 
ingordcr for their Ceparture, they took leave of the 
Princes with great demonſtrations of friehdſhip, and 
went toward the gates of Babytor with aConvoy ſuit- 
able to their quality, But beſorc they came near unto 
them,thcy were overtaken by Araxes, who begged 
of tem to carry kin with them into the own and to 
procure it they could poflibly thar ke might continue 
with hisMaſtcr,in cafe he ſhould not be rcleaſed;they 
pron:tied him to do the beſt they could, and having 


| prayed them to requeſt the ſame favour for Cleone, 


who deſired alſo to go and wait upon her Viftreſs, he 
went along with them as if he had been one of their 
rctinue. The Princes gave in charge to thoſe that con- 
voyed them;that they ſhould propoſe a truce for two 
days,to fetch oftthe dead that lay inthe Moat, andto 
£1vethem burial,during which timethey alſo permit- 
ted them to bury thoſe of Nabarzares's party,wher- 
with the ground was cover'd for many furlongs, and 
they inthe interim engag'd themſelves not to make 
any attempt.nor do any thing in proſecution of their 
work, The Princes being parted from one another, 
Artaxerxes and Oxyartes went to viſit Berenice and 
B.7ſia,who at that time.and almo#t always were to- 
Scther,and to whom as alino!t equally:nterefſed.they 
defired to confirm the a-ws they kad already ſent 
them of Orcordates his being alive : Ike Princeſſes 
found a great deal of comfort in it and received ſuch 
welcome Meſſencers very favourably, 4rraverxes 
was not ignorant of his Uncies paſſion. and had a pur- 
poſe to ſerve him in it as much as peſithly he coutd - 
Berenices intentions were the ſame.as well for the in- 
tereſt of Brſina.as that of PrinceV.vyarres, wherefore 
they both gave him the liberty to entertain her; and 
he whoſe paſſion was really kindled again with more 
violence than it had been in former vears, could 
not ſee himſelfia thoſe rearms withour diſtovering 
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by the changes of his countenance, how ſenſible he 
was of ſuch opportunities ; he began to diſcourſe 
with that: Princeſs in a way that ſhewed leſs conh- 
dence than in probability he ſhould have had after ſo 
long an acquaintance with her, and from that ti. 
morouſneſs Barſiaa drew a juit computation of the 
oreatnelſs of his love. They talkeda while of Prince 
Oroondates, whoſe beins taken did then almoſt 
wholly poſſeſs. the thoughts of his friends ; but 
from that Diſcourſe, Q&yartes took occaſion to fall 
into another. Y very ſenſible ( faid he to 
Barſina) of Oro s his misfortune, as indeed 
you ought to be, Wh to acknowledge the eſteem 
he has of you, ah1 to follow that which all the 
World has of him : ] commend a ſenſibility ground- 
edupon ſo much reaſon; but ſince you are capable 
of it for another, why doyou want it for Oxyarrez, 
whoſe life has becn yours trom the earlieſt years of 
your own ? Inever was inſenſible (replyed Barſina) 
either of the qualities of your perſon, or of the affecti- 
on wherewith you herctofore were pleaſed to hon- 
our me,and you without donbt ſhould receive from 
my acknowledgment and from my eſteem, what I 
now pay to the misfortune of Oroonadares, if you 
were in the like condition. Ah! Couſin Canſwer- 
 edOxyarres) believe it, I am no more at liberty 
than Oroondates, and my impriſonment, though it 
be more glorious and more pleaſing than that he 
ſuffers among{t our Enemies, 1s not yet leis ſtrict, 
nor leſs difficult to be eſcaped ; Iiftand more in need 
than he of that compaſſion you expreſs for his diſ- 
aſter, I need it more than Ididin the firſt years of 
my affection, and when upon the Frontiers of Scy- 
thia] was like to have died for you, I was not ſo fit 
an object for your pity, as Iam in the preſent con- 
dition my Love has brought me to. Thad thought 
(replyed Parſira,ſomething out of countenance) that 
a good number of years had worn a perſon out of 
your memory, whom you unjuſtly enough had pla- 
ced there, andI have more reaſon than ever to be- 
heve it, now that the better part of my Youth is paſt, 
and that my years and my afflictions have taken a- 
way what you might have accounted lovely in my 
face : ſhe could not end theſe words without a ſmile, 
and indeed ſhe had ſpoken them with a great deal of 
injuſtice ; ſhe was then but in her ſeven and twenti- 
eth year, and neither her age, nor her many croſles 
had made hcr loſe any thing of her former Beauty. 
Oxyartes who with very much reaſon, thought her 
handſommer than ever ſhe had been, could not ſuffer 
the «wrong ſhe did her ſelf, and ſetting off his Dif- 
courle exceeding gracefully- : If I did not know 
(faid he) that you ſpeak againſt your own thoughts, 
I ihould call the eyesof a thouſand witneſſes againſt 
you, who will ail acknowledge the advantage you 
have now, above that of your former years ; nei- 
ther the Beauties of your Body, nor the Beauties 
of your mind, had ever attain'd to that degree 
you now poſſeſs, nor did I ever arrive at the per- 
fection of my love till now ; think not theſe years 
which are run out fince I ceaſed to importune you, to 
yield you up to Memnon ; think not that the miſera- 
ble fallof our houſe, or that the multiplicity of great 
Aﬀairs in which I have been almoſt alwayes em- 
ploy'd, did ever ſeparate you from my thoughts ; 
you: have alwayes reigned in my heart with your 
former Empire, and what occaſions ſoever | have 
had for the eſtabliſhment of my fortune, I never 
have been able to lodge any remembrance there but 
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yours: Iwith an indifferent eye have beheld all the 
Beauties of 4/ia, and Yiſdained very advantageous 
Matches, to which poor Darius, and Alexander af- 
ter him did often times ſollicite me ; not but that 
through ſome reſentment,T have laboured to forget a 
perſon in whom I had found fo little inclination to- 
ward me, but al} was to no purpoſe againſt my Love, 


. and though my ftrivings by the help of a long abſence 


did ſomething moderate the violences of it, your ſight 
has wakened them again with far greater power than 
ever: Now therefore fairPrinceſs,thatyou are in a con- 
dition which will not permit you todefend your ſelf 
again!t my love, by thoſe reaſons wherewith you 
were wont to oppoſe it, and that with an abfolute 1i- 
berty, you by conſidering my late ations can make 
reflection' upon my former ones, ſuffer me to aſpire 
unto that fortune after which I have ſigh'd above ten 
years,and give meleave to hope that your goodneſs, 
and your acknowledgment will own theſe ſervices, 

to which I am recalled by my former Deſtiny, and in 

which I mean to ſpend the whole remainder of my 

days.Oxyartesbronght forth theſe words in ſuch a pa- 
ſhonate manner, that Barſina was a little touchedwith 

them, and having all her life time had a great inclina- 

tion to eſteem him, ſhe had not any repugnance a- 

gainſt his diſcourſe ; yet did ſhe not know which 

way ſhe ſhould reply, for as ſhe had mnch freedom, 

and too little affection in her to ſeek excuſes upon the 

thought of what ſhe ow'd unto the memory of Zem- 

non, which in probability might have been mode. 

rated in a Widowhood of fix or ſeven years; ſhe 

had alfo ſome difticulty to find tearms wherewith ſhe 

might expreſs her ſelf without giving Oxyarres cauſe 

of complaint, and without favouring him beyond the 

limits of Decency, This uncertainty made her 

continue filent, and the Prince having for ſome time 
vainly waited for her anſwer: I ſee well (purſued 

he) thatl ſhall beno happier inthis ſecond Tryal of 
my fortune than I was in my firit, and that which 

heretofore was found in the merit of error, 

will be found now in the defects of Oxyarres. He 

rais'd his voiceſo loud at theſe laſt words, that they 

were overheard by Artaxerxes, and that Prince be- 

ins much concerned in his Uncles contentment, was 

deſirous to lend him aſſiſtance; and having gotten the 

Princeſs Berenice to ſecond him in that defign, they 

both drew near with that intention. By doing ſo, 

they much obliged Barfina, who was in ſome con- 

fuſion, and who was glad to ſec her ſelf caſed by 

their approach, but Prince Oxyarrtes would have 
been vext at that interruption, if it had befaln him by 

other perſons. Uncle, ( ſaid Artaxerxes) you 

would not pardon me the Diſcourtefie I do you, if 
you did not know we come to ſecond you. And you 

Couſin, (ſaid he to Barſina) would perhaps oppoſe 

the deſign I have to ſerve my Uncle,in his love toyou, 

if you did not remember that heretofore I ſerved 

AMemnon ina like occaſion to hisprejudice,and thar it 

was from me you received him;after that baniſhment 

to which he generouſly had condemned himſelf. 

I tavereceived my whole life from the favours of 
your goodneſs (replyed Barſina;) and the memory 
of thar good office you did poor Memon, ſhall ne- 
By that remembrance 
(added the Princeſs Berenice ) Prince Artaxerxes 
his right to pretend to ſome credit with yon, and 
to employ it for the Prince his Uncle, as he hereto- 
fore did for his Rival. Prince Oxyarres (anſwered * 
Barſina, growing ſerious) itands in no need of any 
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recommendation to obtain from me all the eſteem, 
and all the acknowledgement he in reaſon can delire ; 
and yours have ſo much power, that they night 
draw my mind to greater difficulties. Oxyartes was 
going to reply, and their converſation had enlarg'd 
it ſelt further, if ithad not been broke oft by a ſer- 
vant that came into the Chamber, to tell them that 
Lyſimachzs , Prolomens , 'and many other of the 
Commanders were at the Door of the Tent, and 
with them a ſtranger of a very graceful preſence, 
who was newly arrived at the Camp, withthe Equt- 
page of a man of quality, and that he asked for 
Prince Artaxerxes. Ihe Prince was going toward 
the Door, when he ſaw his friends come in, and in 
the midit of them the ſtranger that enquired af- 
ter him ; but the Princeſs Berenice and he had no 
ſooner caſt their eyes upon his face, but they knew 
him to be Prince T heodatcs, their faithful, and their 
generous friend, In the grief Artaxerxes had felt 
for the taking of his dear Brother, he could not re- 
ceivea greater conſolation than the ſight of ſo dear 
a friend ; he ſolemnized it at the firſt with atran- 
ſported cry, and running to him with open Arms, 
he held him long ina ftrict embrace, without being 
able through his exceſs of joy, to find the liberty of 
expreſſing it by words. My dear Theodates ! (faid 
he at laſt) the greateit, and the moſt. faithful of all 
my friends, by what good fortune is it poſſible that 
Lhold you now between my Arms ? By mine Sir 
(anſwered Theodates) fince I have eſtabliſhed my 
higheſt felicities in the honour of your friendſhip. 
They were interrupted in this Diſcourſe by the 
Princeſs Berenice, whom the remembrance of the 

ood Offices ſhe had received from Theodates, had 
AW with acknowledgement and affection toward 
- him, nor did ſhe diſſemble it in that noble company, 
for all her modeſty could not hinder her from em- 
bracing him, and giving him all the teſtimonies of 
good will ſhe could have granted to her neareft 
Kinſman, Orontes, Queen Fhaleſtris, Demetri- 
us, and many others entred about that time, 
and *amongit them all, thoſe to whom by the 
hearins of Arraxerx-s adventures, the name 
of Theodates was already known, look'd upon him 
with a great deal of aftection and eſteem, and the 
Prince deſiring to confirm them in it : Behold (ſaid 
he) this gallant Prince and this generous friend, to 
whom I am ſo many wayes indebted, both for 
my happineſſe, and for my life; he to whom 
I owe no leſs than to Darius, and he whom I 
ought to love more than my ſelf, if I will not be the 
baſeſt and moſt ungrateful man in the world, He 


ſpake theſe words beginning his indearments afreſh ,. 


but the Princes, who all took intereſt in his fortune, 
would needs imitate him in his Actions, and draw- 
ing near to Theodates one after another, they wel- 
comed him with civilities which put him into confufi- 
on, but yet hindred him not from admiring in the 


majeſtick garb of thoſe great men what he believ'd 


could not be found againin all the reit of the world.O0- 
rontes renewed the ancient friendſhip they had made 
in the Court of Scythia many years before.and Ox- 
yartes, and Lyſimachw, who were more concern'd 
than all the others in the fortune of Arraxerxes, 
gave his frienda moſt particular reception, When 


he was gotten looſe from the Arms of all, the Prin- 
ceſs Berenice began toask news of the King her Fa- 
ther : but Theodates anſwered, he could tell none 
freſh, it being a great while ſince his coming from 
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Iſſeaon, and having wandred through a great many 
Provinces, to ſee if he could find her and the two 
Princes whom he ſought. Bererice belwd at that. 
Diſcourſe, calling to mind her Brothers Captivity, 
Neither you nor we (aid ſhe) receive a perfect 
contentment in this meeting, and the Prince m 
Brother, whom without doubt you ſeck, though be 
be not far from us, is yet in the power of our enc- 
mics. Iheard that newsat my coming into the Camp 
(replyed Theodares with a ſadder countenance than 
uſual) and nothing elſe wool comfort me in that 
misfortune, but the knowled&hat you are in a con- 
dition, quickly to re{tore hint liberty. Aﬀer 
that. Theodates had received the welcoms of all thoſe 
worthy men, to whom his vertue, and the affection 
of Artaxerxes rendred him conſiderable, the Prince 
of Perſia deſired to poſſeſs him more particularly 
than the reſt, and to that end led him out of that 
Chamber, and went into the next, whither he was 
followed by none but Orontes,and Lyſimachus * he 
then demanded the occaſion of his journey, and 
Theodates his look becoming more ſorrowtul than 
before, When I-ſhall teil you, Sir (faid he) that 
Left Scythia out ofan earnelt longing to ſee you a- 
gain, perchance the pafſion I honour you withal is 
well enough known unto you, to procure your be- 
lief ; butI mult confeſs it is not the only motive of 
my journey,and that it is accompanicd with another, 
which of it ſelf was ſufficient to make me undertakeir; 
I was not willing to declare it before the Princeſs,and 
T leave that care either to you, or to the Prince her 
brother, who will have more power to prepare her 
tor the hearing of an unpleaſing news : The King of 
Scythia 18 dead, Is the King dead? interrupted 
Artaxerxes; Yes, Sir, (replycd Theoaates) he is 
dead. After he had languiſhed a great while for the ab- 
ſence,or for the loſs as he believed of his children,he 
was taken with a Fever,which finding him weaken'd, 
both by his Age and grief, deprived the world of him 
ina matter of eight dayes. Ar/aces could not hear 
of this news without an extraordinary trouble, nor 
without a molt ſenſible diſcontent ; and though many 
of that Kings Actions had in former times given him 
occaſion enough not to be ſorry fer his death, yet 
was he ſo fully reconciled to him by what he had 
done in his favour 2frerward, and did ſo much conſi- 
der the Father of Berenice and Oroondates, that he 
could not be a hearer of that fatal news without being 
touch'd to the very bottom of his heart. His forrow 
diſcovered it ſelf preſently by his tears, and looking 
upon Theedates with a very ſad Action; Ah my 
dear friend ! (ſaid he) how much you moderate my 
joy to ſee you, by the news you bring ! it did not 
pleaſe the Gods | ſhould receive it in a time when [ 
ſhould have taken it with more paticnce : but they 
ſendit me now whenlT have a great deal of reaſon to 
be afflicted at it ; Ah how greata fear T am in for the 
grief of my poor Princeſs! and how diſcreetly was 
it done of you to diſſemble before her ! Artaxerxes 
ſaid many other things, by which he difcover'd his 
ſenſe of that lofſe to his friends, but they comforted 
him by all manner of reaſons, and it was likely he 
would reccive conſolation for it, when he remem- 
bred that of Darizs, of the Queens, his Mother,and 
Grandmother.and all the reſt he had ſuſtained, After 
he had ſettled himſelf a little by the force of his cou- 
rage, and that he was able to queition Theodares 
touching the eſtate of Scyrhz.2 ſince the death of its 
King, 
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made, of ſending the Chief among them to ſeek for 
him; and when I began my journey for that purpoſe, 
they made many of the principal Scyrh:ans ſet for- 
ward alſo to go in queit of their King, by different 
wayes from that I took ; but before my departure 
] had the ſatisfaction to help to ſet the State in ſuch 
order as was neceſſary, and to ſec all the people 
ſubmit themſelves voluntarily to Prince Carihaſts 
whom they declared Regent of the Kingdome till 
their Kings arrival. And for Stratonice, (ſaid Ar- 
raxerzes) What's become of her ?. together with 
the affliction ſhe received for the Kings death - 
(reply'd Theodates,)) ſhe was aſſaulted with two 
others, almoſt at the ſame time, which moved her 
to the reſolution ſhe hath taken ; the firlt was, that 
being ſome months gone with child, ſhe gor a hurt 
that made her miſcarry, and by that accident ſhe 
loſt the hopes ſhe had grounded upon her great bel- 
ly: and the other was the news of .4r/:comes's 
death, which within three daycs after the Kings was 
brought to //ſedoz by one of tnoſe that had accom- 
panicd him. Srraronice had ſunk under fo many oc 
calions of ſorrow, if ſhe had not indeed had a great 
deal of courape ; ſhe bore them ſo impatiently for 
ſome dayes at firit, that ſhe would not be comforted 
by any means, nor be viſited but by very few per: 
ſons : but when ſhe was again become capable of 
reaſon, ſhe reſolved to forſake the world, in which 
ſhe no longer hoped for any ſa:isfaction, and bid- 
ding adiew to the Court, ſhe ſhut her ſelf up in a 
Cloyiter amongſt Virgins devoted to the Goddeſs 
Tellus, which 1s buta daics journey from /fedor, 
with a deſign to ſpend the relt of her life within thoſe 
walls; I was of the number of thoſe that viſited and 
took leave of her beforc her departure, though ſince 
the croſſes her ambition had caus'd you, I no longer 
had any affection for her ; but that was the leait that 
could be paid her in that condi ton of her fortune, 
She knew very well that among{t all the Kings Sub- 
jects there w1s none that had a greater zeal and paſ- 
ſion for his ſervice than I, wherefore ſhe addreſs'd 
her ſelf to me, rather than any of the reit, and be- 
fore ſhe got up into her Chariot, ſhe ſaid thus ro me 
ia the hearing of Prince Carrhaſis : Theogdates, 'you 
may tell King Oroondares, that 'tis not any fear of 
him makes me forſake the Court, and though by 
my actions I may perhaps have moved him to ſome 
reſentment; I am too well acquainted with his ver- 
tue to fear him, and I know he 1s too generous to 
overwhelm her with new afflictions, who has recetv- 
ed enough, and thoſe great enough fiom Fortune, 
and who had the honour to be Wife to the King : is 
Father ; you may carry him this aſſurance, if you 
pleaſe. and you may tell Prince Artaxerxes, that 
the affection of a Siſter may make him pardon what 
I Gid againi{t him in favour of poor Arſacomes, fince 
he is now revenged of him, and fince that poor 
Prince hath quitted his pretenſions to him with his 
life. 
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The affairs of Scychia,(anſwered Theodates,)are in, of the glory he would have g4in'd in the ſervices; 
the beſt condition we can deſire, and the Scy:h:ans | and in the duties he would have payd her ; Iam con- 
now feel no other trouble, but their impaticnce to | fident he would alwayes have honoured her as 


ſcetheir King Oroondates :; they with acclamations } the wife of the King his Father ; and I for my part 
and tranſports of joy reccived the propoſition I | have no reſentment againſt her that could have hin- 


While Theodates repeated theſe words: of | 
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dred me from looking upon her all my life time with 
reſpect, and from comforting her in her misfortunes, 
as much as | poſſibly could have done. She depart- 
from 1ſſedon with that belief of you both (replyed 
Theoaares) and went to ſhut her ſelf up inthat houſe 
which ſhe had enriched with a great m:ny Preſents, 
and which ſhe! had taken care to heautifie during the 
Kings life. After this diſcourſe. Theodate:s told the 
Prince many particularities of the Aﬀairs of Scythia, 
and anſwered too many queſtions he ask*d him ups 
on that Subject, and concerning his love, and the 
health of the Princeſs Theomirzes ; but he likewiſe 
heard partly from him, and partly from his friends, 
thoſe admirable events that had befallen him ſince 
his departure out of Scy:hia, the cruel effects of his 
jealouſie, his combats againſt Oroonaates, and at 
laſt their happy knowledge of one another. 

In the mean while Selexczs and Nearchus follow- 
ed by Araxcs, were gone into the City,where they 
had been receiv'd by thoſe of their Party,. withac- 
clatnations of joy ; the noiſe of their arrival being 
run from one to another unto the ears of Perdiccas, 
he was much ſurpriz'dat it, being ſomething aſha- 
med to look them in the face, after having neglect- 
cd their fricndſhip; yet being bold, and having a 
very ready wit, he was quickly prepared for that 
reception, and coming to meet them with demon- 
{trations of gladneſs, he defired by his-countenance 
and by his aciicn to repair the fault he had commit- 
ted toward them. As ſoon. as he was near enough 
to be heard, going forward with his arms {tretch'd 
out, I welcome you my cruel friends ( aid be ) 
with as much affeciton as if you had not injured that 
which is betwcen us, by thoſe inhumane propoſiti- 
ons which my paſſion forced me to diſobey. Say- 
ing theſe words he embraced them, but they receiv- 
cd both his Complement and his Embraces very ſe- 
riouſly, and Seleucus made this Anſwer ; It is not 
neceffury, Perdiccas, to examine the faults againſt 
friendſhip which we tmay have committed ; we defi. 
red nothing of you, which reaſon and honour cid not 
demand as much as it, and we ſufficiently expreſs 
the greatneſs of it, ſince after the contempt you 
have ſhewed us, we are not become your enemies, 
as Leonattws, I confeſs ( replyed Peraiccas) that you 
are very generous, fince you have had fo much 
compaſſion of my misfortune, and that you have 
been pleaſed to put adifterence between faults that 
are cauſed by a violent conſtraint, and thoſe that are 
committed through ingratitude : I will not examine 
whether my refulal, or your demand offended our 
friendſhip moit; but I have alwaies thought you 
might better have asked my life than that which 
you defired of me. I confeſs I was to blame (an- 
ſwered Seleucus ) to preſume ſo much upon your 
aftection, and that.I ought to have expected none 
but more common proofs of it; but the Gods be 
thanked, we now are free meezrly by the Noble- 
neſs of our i:nemies, and we have accepted the li- 


Queen Stratonice, Artaxerxes was fo touch'd with ; berty they have given us, upon condition to repay 


them,that he hardly could refrain from tears, and af 
ter having continu'd awhile in the refletion he made 


| 
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it by that of Oroondates. 
Perdiccas frood a while without replying to that 


upon that change of her Fortune : Stratonice is to | diſcourſe; but after he had bethought himſelf a 


b2 blamed (faid he) for having robb'd my Brother | little : 


/ 


[tis juit, faid he, that Orvondates ſhould be 
eiyen 
ww 
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viven you, and though you very well know by the 
confeſſion I make you of my love, how great an 
intereſt Lought to have in detaining him, and what 


damage 1 ſhall receive by his liberty.; Ple lay afide | 


the conſideration of my own repoſe, to ſatisfie you; 
and conquer my ſtrongelt inclinations, to put you out 
of the opinion you have conceived againit a moſc un- 
ſhaken friendſhip. We deſire to know the ifſue of 
it to day (added Nearchw) and if you pleaſe to call 
a Council, we there will make our Propoſition. Per- 
 diccas proteited to them that he would not oppoſe it, 
and that he-would do'as much as poſſibly he could tv 
perſwade al} thoſe that had credit there, to grant 
them that ſatisfaction. After having made them That 
promiſe, he went to Roxana, whither neither Selex- 
ci nor Nearchs would go till the Council were af- 
ſembled.- Pera:ccas ſaid nothing to the Queen of the 
intent they had to demand C700ndares, but ſhe ſoon 
ſuſpected it, and if poſſibly ſhe could, would have 
broken the meeting. The Princeand all thoſe of the 
Council, were come together in a room appointed 
| for that purpoſe, having had notice given them by 
Perdiccas, who brought the Queen thither himſelf, 
and Selencas and Nearchus entred within a while af- 
ter. They kiſſed the Queens hand, and faluted all 
their friends, from whom they received endearments 
full of affection. When they had all their places, and 
were in a readineſs to hearken to Seleucws his Propo- 
ſition ; He began to ſpeak, and having firſt made a 
complaint agamit their friends, who had left them to 
the mercy of rheir enemies, without having attempt- 
ed any thing for their liberty, and without having ſo 
much-as lent an ear to propoſals, which other confli- 
derations beſides theirs ought to have made them 
embrace : he told them how LZeonatus with eight 
thouſand Priſoners, had taken their enemies Party, 
and that though earch and he had been ſufficient- 
ly provoked to follow his example, fince their uſage 
had been all alike, yet had they had more regard to 
their ancient friendſhip, and had received their liber- 
ty from the generoſity of their enemies, to come and 
employ it in the ſervice of their friends as ungrateful 
as they were; but that they had accepted it only as 
a ranſom for that of Oroondares, and that they had 
engaged themſelves to them by promiſe, either to 
ſend him back in exchange, or to return themſelves 
into their hands: he then prayed them to conſider 
the juſtice of their demand, and if they {till thought 
them capable to ſerve them, to ſet them at liberty to 
do it by diſingaging them of their word, Seleucus 
having ended his diſcourſe, the greateſt part of the 
Afembly enclined to grant what he demanded, but 
they durſt not openly diſcover themſelves, till the 
intentions of Roxana and Perdiccas were made 
known : neither of them had ſpoken yet, but when 
Perdiceas was obliged to give his opinion, he decla- 
red that he oppoſed not the ſatisfaction of Seleveru 
and IVearchus, ſince thoſe two men were conſider. 
able enough, to deſerve that things leſs reaſonable 
ſhould be granted them, and that if the Queen were 
ſo pleaſed, he willingly conſented Oroondares ſhould 
be ſet at liberty. 

While Perdiccas ſpake on this manner, Roxana, 
whom that diſcourſe had raiſ'd to an extremity of 
anger, beheld him with an inflamed cye; and if ſhe 
had followed her firſt ſuggeſtions, ſhe wonld have 
reproached him with tranſported words, for be- 
traying her on that faſhion contrary to the agree- 
ments made between them; but ſhe moderated her 
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ſelf as well as poſſibly ſhe could, yet not ſo much, 


but that ſhe interrupted him before he had done. 


ſpeaking. 
If there bea neceſſity of releaſing priſcners, (ſaig 


ſhe, 'tis Sratira that muſt be releaſed, and not 


Oroonaates : Statira 1s the daughter. of Dari 
the wife of Alexander your King, and your Queen 
with as much juſtice as my ſelf : Perdiccas has no 
rightatall to keep her ; he that is born aſubjec to 
the King her husband, and when he refuſed her for 
the exchange of his friends, he violated not only all 
the laws of friendſhip, but all other Laws both Di- 
vine and Humane : beſides ſhe's a woman, as weak 
without our Walls as in our Priſon ; and though ſhe 
were at liberty, the party of our enemics would be 
never a jot the ſtronger; but Orconaares is a Scythi- 
an, that has taken arms for our deſtruction, and 
one to whom you owe nothing of what is due from 
you to the Widow of Alexander : moreover, he is 
the greateſt and moſt terrible of your enemies, ſo 
that you cannot ſet him at liberty without contribu- 
ting toward your own ruine - and the chief men of 
his Party are tiedto him by ſuch preſſing confiderati- 
ons, that by retaining him, yon will alwayes have 
the means to make an advantageous treaty with 
them in extremity. Perdiccas who fourd a great 
appearance of reaſon in what the Queen ſaid, and 
who believed he had done enough in favour of Se- 
lene, by declaring his firſt intention, would not ſe- 
cond it againſt Roxana, knowing he could not break 
with her without making a very great &iſ-unijon in 


their party ; wherefore turning tuward Selracz ; 1 
have paid (faid he) what | believ'd I ow'd you, and 


I conld have wifh'd with all my keart, thar the 
Queen would have thovght fit to ſatisfie you, but 
being tyed to obſerve her will, as Iam both by re- 
ſpect, and by the whole intereſt of our party, I 
cannottell how to contradict her ; you may remain 
with us, ſince our Enemies have given you your li- 
berty without condition, and if in the progreſs of 
this war we can find any occaſion to do ſo, wee'l 
acknowledge their civility by returning them other 
Priſoners in ſtead of Oroondares, Seleucns was ſo 
tranſported with choler, both by Roxana's denial 
and Perdiccas his change, that he had hardly any po- 
wer left over himſelf to moderate his refentments. 
\V hat (faid he with a louder voice than ordinary) is 
it thus you uſe us after what we have done for this 
party ? and have you ſo ſoon forgotten that we have 
preſerved the glory of it by our Actions; is it be- 
cauſe we were left among the deadall mangled with 
wounds, while thoſe who now diſpoſe of us ſought 
their ſafety behind our Walls? is it becauſe that 1 a- 
lonedid animate and rally our defeated Troops, to 
make head againſt a conquering Army , and 
becauſe thitI alone oppoſed the ſword of Arſaces, 
and the ſword of Oroondartes, which made the ſtout- 
elt of our Maſters flee ? did any amongſt you ever 


| ſee Seleucie turn his back in cither of the Battels ? 


or can any of you deny but that he alone made the 
victory to waver, and diſputed the glory of the laſt 
day ſingle againſt your enemies? do theſe wounds 
he received make him more contemptible than if ke 
had retired with the fir{t into the City ? and after this 
unworthy uſage of him, can you think he can conti- 
nue your friend again{t theſe valiant men amcnot 
whom he hath found ſo much freedom, ard ſo much 
generoſity ? Seleucus {uttered himſelf to be thus 
tranſported to words, that exaſperated Rowan 
and 


nin wands ems £&@ VWs. @@ a as XX aa as axaC a oo... SS as oo om as as oo ab ca @£a ww .m_ i m- aw ca. ca aw. ac = «ww .. tr ..un...aL 4 << a Ra 


Ba - Fi % 


| Book V. 


Perdiccas, and Perdiccas vas going to reply if the 

neen had not prevented him, you have free per 
miſſion ( {aid ſhe ) to do what you have moſt mind 
ro, andif youare engaged either by promiſe or in- 
clination to return to our enemies, your paſſage to 
them will be more eafie for you to procure thanthe 
exchange you have propoſed, Yes, (replyed Se- 
leucus) we will return to your Enemies, .but wee'! 
return with all onr Forces, and with thoſe of Leona- 
1; we are not ſo mean ſyirited as to emp'oy our 
own Arms. or the Arms of our Souldiers any lon- 
ger in the ſervice of tne mo't ingratetul perſons up- 
on earth, and you ſhall loſe us in a time when our 
loſs will peradventure be ef ſome importance. Af- 
ter theſe words, and ſome others which Nearchus 
added with an indignation as great as his, they 
went both out of the room, and retired to Selencres 
his lodging, with a deſign not to go out of Bbyl5n 
without all the remainders of their F , they 
were preſently viſited there by all the Officers that 
commanded them, and by a good number of the 
Sonldiers, who that day had not much to do, by 
reaſon of the Truce which was agrecd upon for two 
dayes, to bury the dead of either Party, 

Araxes during the Counſel had ſtaid at Selerczzs 
his honſe, and having found him there at his coming 
in, he made him quickly fee by his countenance, thar 
he had laboured unſuceſſefully for his Maſters cx 
change, Araxes (ſud he) I have notnad credit c- 
nough to deliver the Prince of Scy:1:a, and they 
that keep him priſoner, have judged with reaſon 
that we had ſet our liberty at too l1gha rate; ſince 
we would not accept of it, but by the exchange of 
his; they havercfuted it us with ſcorn, but perhaps 
we thall endeavour to procure it hy otier wayes; 
in the mean while {tay you here with patience for 
the remainder of this day, and to morrow you hall 
know the reſolution 1 have taken for you and for 
your Matter, Although Araxes was much afflicted 
for that ill ſncceſs, yer did he bear it as patiently as 
he could, and ſubmitted without reply to Se cxcres 
his pleaſure ; the houſe within a minute after was 
full with all the Ofi:cers that were in 5aby/oz, here- 
ceived them in ceneral with mo{t obliging civuitics, 
but he inade his own ſure to him particularly, and 
commanded them to have their men 1n a readineſs to 
perform the Orders he ſhould be obliged togive 
them accordins to the neceſſity of Affairs, * Of fit- 
teen thouſand AZ7codonians that had followed him; 
there were yet three thouſand lefr, and there were 
above four thouſ1nd Pamphilians and Phrygrans re- 
maining of the Forces of Nearchas and Leonatw; 
they were all at the devotion of theſe two chief Com- 
manders.and all proteited they would be ever ready 
to obey them without diſpute. They did no more 
at that time but make themſelves ſure of their aſſiſt - 
ance , bcins yer uncertain what reſolution they 
ſhould rake, trough they were molt fully reſoived 
to be no longer friends to Roxana and Peraiccas, 
and to ſerve their Enemies by all the wayes they 
could follow, in honour, without any other confidera- 
tion : they determined therefore to ſpend the rett of 
that day, and the night following in concluding what 
courſe it was buit to take. PernceStas, Neontole- 


7:u5s, and almott ail the other Commanders in Chief 
came to vifit them; Pe: arccas went not to their 
lodging, bur he ſent his brother A/ccras to excuſe 
him, and to revreſentthe Reaſons that hindred him 
from conteſting azainit the will of XRoxaza In cftect, 
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Roxana & Perdiceas were botlrafraid of Seleucns hig 
rhreats, and knowing how able he was” to ſerve, or 
to difſerve their Party, they repented theirhaving 
uſed him ill, yet neither of them could yeildto con- 
tent him to the prejudice of their love; and all-they 
could do for that time was to pray Alceras"to ſee 
him, and to dofis utmoſt endeavours to keep him 
and to moderate his reſcntments. Alcetas did the 


| beſt he poſſibly could, and forgot nothing that might 


excuſe iis Brother, or that might ſerve for Roxand's 
juitification 5 but Seleucas was little moved with 
all healledged, and after having lent him very qui- 
ct attention: Alceras ( ſaid be) Roxana and Pers 
diccas have deſpiſed our friendſhip, and they never 
ſhall recover it while they live; they have noreafon 
thac can juſtifie their ingratitude, and we have a 
thouſand to become their Enemies ; we have cauſe 
tobe humbled by the little account that is made of 
us, but wee'l ſet our ſelves upagain, if it pleaſe the 
Gods, and ſhall perhaps come off with Honour from 
the Entcrprize we have undertaken, This was all 
that Alceras could obtain from Seleucus and Near- 
chus, but Perdiccas was not ſo repulſed, for confi- 
derins of how £reat importance it was to him to 
Keep their friendſhip, he ſetall the Commanders a- 
work to flatter and pacifie them. In the meantime 
though Korana had been offended with him at the 
firt, he had part'y appeaſed her by his carriage 
afterward, and had not failed toalledge all the Rea- 
ſons to her which had obliged him to that former 
compliance with Seclercrs his Requeit; but if ſhe 
were, well ſatisfied with Perdiccas, ſhe was little 
pleaſed on the other ſide with Oroondates, and by a 
viſit ſhe had m:de him that day, ſhe loſt part ofthe 
hopes ſhe had conceived ſince his being taken; ſhe 
had neglected nothing that might win his love, and 
after ſhe had often repreſented the power ſhe had to 
oblige him, and to charge his preſent condition into 
a molt happy and a moſt glorious fortune. The only 
happineſs you can give me(faid he)and the only one I 
would 'now recetve from you,ſhould be to grant me 
the ſight of my Princeſs,and for that only favour, if 
I could not love you, I at leait would pardon you all 
the miſchief you have done me. Roxana thought 
that demand of Oroozdares fo contrary to her inten- 
tions, that ſhe immediately refuſed it, but after thar, 
ſhc had not beenable to get him ſo much as to look 
upon her, and had parted from him ſoill ſatisfied, 
that her it] humour had not contributed little to the 
il] vſage ſhe had ſhewed Selencus. She told Perdic- 
das the paſſages of that viſit, as. likewiſe of the other 
ſhe had made him the day before; and the no ſooner 
had let him kzow Orooxdates his demand, but Per- 
diccas gave her notice how that very day he had re- 
ceived the ſame from Sratira,& how that fair Queen 
had protetted to him by the Ghoſt of Alexander, 
that if he did not procure that Oroondates might vi. 
fit her, ſhe never would look upon him while ſhe 
lived. but as her moſt mortal Enemy.Ah(cried Rox2- 
1a)l never will-conſent thatOrocndares ſhould ſee her, 
he has ſcen her buttoo much already to m.y misfor- 
tune. Nor will I ever ſuffer (replied Perd:cre;) that 
ſhe ſhould be ſeen of Oroondares, ſhe has been fo 
but too much for the quict of my daycs. And what 
ſhall we do then (added Roxana) to content them, 
and to appeaſe their «minds in ſome degree? I no 
longer know (anſwered Perdiccas) how Ihouldcar- 
ry my ſelf towards Caff-mdra, and l fee my ſelf at * 
laſt reduced to the neceſſity of following the laſt 
wayes 
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' wayes that are left me; hitherto I have conſidered 
her asa great Princeſs, to whom I owed altmanner 
, of reſpect, but ſhe ingratefully has abuſed it, and 1n 
her late uſage of me, ſhe has forgot nothing that 
could make me loſe it. After this diſcourſe Per deccas 
lefr the Queen inan Alley of the Garden where ſhe 
had begun to walk, but as ſhe would have gone into 
another, ſhe chanced unexpectedly to meet Caſſan- 
der and Alceras, who were talking there of their Af- 
fafrs : if the Queen had followed her inclination, ſhe 
had turn'd back again to avoid Cafſarder, whoſe 
fight was inſupportable to her; but ſhe forced it in 
regard of the need ſhe had of his aſſiſtance, and ſce- 
ing her ſelf upon the point of looſing part of her 
ſtrength with Seleucus and IVearchus, ſhe was afraid 
that if ſhe drove Caſſander utterly into diſpair ſhe 
-might be left alone, and by conſequence too weak 
to refilt her enemies. Theſe Reaſons made her ſuf- 
fer his approach, and he cameup to her more con- 
fidently than he would have done in another ſcaſon, 
by thinking he had ovliged her that day inthe Coun- 
cel, his compliance with her to the prejudice of his 
own intereſts, which ſhould have made him deſire the 
ſending away of Oroondates, Yet was his heart pot- 
ſeſſed with rage, at the remembrance of the endea- 
vours ſhe had uſed toretain him, and perhaps he had 
ſeconded her deſires in part, that he might Le the bet- 
ter able to make his Rival feel the effects of his an- 
ger, while he was a priſoner ; he ſaw by the Queens 
cotintenance that ſhe took it well he had born her that 
reſpect,and that belief having made him bolder than 
ordinary, he reſolved to uſeitto his advantage. Ma- 
dam (ſaid he) you have reaſon to be ſatisfied that the 
Princes yielded to day ſo willingly to your delires, 
but amongſt them all, none but Caſſander neglected 
his own intereſts for yours, and he gave his voice a- 
gSainſt his own repoſe, when he gave itaccording to 
your inclination. Though the neceſſity of her 
Aﬀairs made Roxaxa diſſemble part of her averſion 
againſt Caſſander, it was wakened in her every mo- 
ment by the ſuſpitions ſhe had of him for the Death 
of Alexander ; and as the ſmalleſt things were ſuth- 
cient to caſt her again into an ill humour toward him, 
ſhe found matter enough in his diſcourſe to do it, and 
looking upon him with diſdain. And what intereſt had 
you (ſaid ſhe) that ſhould have perſwaded you to 
oppoſe my integtion ? I had as much (anſwered 
Caſſander) to wilh for Oroondates his liberty, as you 
had to hinder it, and to keep onenear you whom you 
love; you have uſed Selexucws ill, whoſe aſliitance 
and whoſe ſervices arg very conliderable, I to oblige 
a Prince that was ever my friend, ought with a great 
deal more reaſon to have deſired the departure of a 
Rival whoſe preſence is deſtructive to me. The 
preſence and the departure of Oroondates, ought 
both to be indifferent to you, and you ſhall alwayes 
draw as much advantage from the one as from the 
other ; I love nothing but what I ought to love, but 
] will not take care to juſtifie my ſelf to you for it, 


nor will I ever uſe violence upon my inclinations. 


to content you. What ? (added Caſſander)ſhall time, 
fidelity of my ſervices, and his diſdain whom you 
unjuſtly prefer before me, work no effect at all up- 
on you? and will you for ever perſiſt in this hard 
heartedneſs toward a Prince , who "gives him- 
ſelf up wholly to your will, and who finds nei- 
ther glory nor contentment but in the occaſi- 
os of doing you ſervice? what reaſon can you 
have (if my paſſion may give me the liberty 
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to ſpeak to you in theſe terms? ) what reaſon have 
youto perliit in the undeſerved uſage I receive from 
you? is my birth inferiour to yours? and if by an 
cftet of your Beauty, you were raiſed unto the 
fortune to be the Wife of Alexender, may not Ib 

an eftect of my love attain the glory of being ſufſe- 
red by the Daughter of Cohortanu ? Do you hope 
to have another Alexander? and in the preſent ſtate 
of your Aﬀairs, can you expect a better condition 
for you repoſe, than with one of the Chief of his 
Succeſſors ? for in fine you cannot be ignorant that 
you have loſt the right you had to the Univerſal Em- 
pire ; itis divided amongſt a great number of Princes, 
who will not reſtore you the Countries that are faln 


to their lot, and though you ſhould bring forth a: - | 


Son of Alexanders, he will be very happy if he can 
vut keep Macedon alone, and his ſhare-without 
doubt will be leſs than mine, and leſs than many 
of my Companions : Do you hope for the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of your greatneſs from ſome Barbarian 
King ? there is not one amongſt them all that can 
equal himfelf to us ; and though out of the reſpe&t 
we bear to the tnemory of Alexander, we have 
not yet taken upon usto wear Crowns, we lack no- 
thing eiſe but that formality, and when we ſhall have 
quicted our troubles, we ſhall undoubtedly attain 
thoie qualities, the want of which makes you think 
there 1s fomething deſpicable in us; pardon this 
lizerty of ſpeech in a man who is no longer in a con- 
dition to difſemble with you, and who has too ſtrong 
a paſſion for your interelts to flatter you unſeaſona- 
bly. Yet I demand nothing of you through theſe 
conliderations, and pretend that nothing but pity 
alone ihould obtain a favour from you, which 
nominner of reafon can oblige youto; I know that 
Caſſander is' unworthy of your affection, but all 
men living are ſoas well as he, and if any one can 


meritit, tis he without doubt that gives you all the - 


moments of his life,and that limits all his thoughts 


in you alone ; if my preſumption deſerve puniſh-. 


ment, I have ſuffered a moit ſevere one, nor could 


undergo 

As you deſire the favour of the Gods,my adored 
Quece::, have ſome regard to me out of meer com- 
paſho:i, and ſuffer me not to depart from hence, 
without having leave to hope for ſome change in my 
deplorable-condition, As he ended theſe words, he 
calt himſelf at Roxana's feet, ſhe being ſet down up- 
on one of the ſeats that werein the Alley, and embra- 
ced her knees ſo ardently, that the Queen much 
troubled at his ation, knew not how to diſentangle 
her ſelf, His Diſcourſe had extreamly offended 
her, as well by reaſon of the unwelcome truths it 
contained, ' as becauſe it had been ſpoken in the pre- 
ſence of many witneſſes, before whom ſhe could not 
approve that he had entertained her with ſolittle re- 
ſpect: wherefore ſhe teſtified her ill humor both by 
her action,and by her Anſwer ; and thruſting away 
Caſſander, who ſtill had kept himſelf in a beſeeching 
polture: Go ( ſaid ſhe) and repreſent their affairs 
to them that ask your counſel : I hope that I ſhall al- 
wales be ina condition to ſtand in no need of you; 
and if I cannot hope to hz ve a ſecond Alexandey for 
my Husband, either | wi! never have any, orI will 
have one whoſe perion i: ;more pleaſing to me than 
yours, and whoſe life is without 'blemiſh: If from 
the Davghter of Covortanw, I became the wiſe 


| 


| of Alexander, 1 had qualities in my perſon, that 
gave 


you your ſelf inflict more cruel torments than thoſeI - | 
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gave him an affection ; and I ſee none in yours that 
give me not an averſion; Iſpeak to you with a/liber- 
ty like your own, and to expreſs my ſelf yet more 
' freely, you force meto tell you, that I ſhould think 
my condition lefle ſhamefull, with a Babarian King, 
nay, or with a private man, than with a man ac- 
cuſed of tre death of the King his Ma- 
ſter, and my Husband : I am conſtrained to uſe this 
reproach once more to you, whether | willorno ; 
' but you have defended your ſelf fo ill againſt that 
accuſation, that you ought not to think it ſtrange if 
I cannot ſuffer you without horrour till you have 
cleared your ſelf. Ruxana, as ſhe endedtheſe words 
roſe up from her ſeat, and Cafſunder tranſported 


Y. with rage, followed her with his face all on fire. 'Tis 


not for the Kings death, cried he, that you hate a 
man whom you believe to be moſt innocent of it; I 
ſhall juſtifie my ſeif ofthat crime much better than all 
thoſe that ſuſpect me for it : but you loved him too 
little to make his death the motive of this hatred, 


.and you prefer'd the ſame man before him during his 


life , whom you prefer before me now : 'Tis Oro- 
ondates that rob'd Alexanacr the Great of the Aﬀe- 
tions of his wife, an1 that robs Caſſander of all his 
hopes ; but I'le revenge thoſe injuries that are com- 
mon both to my Kings and me, an91if hitherto Ihave 
threatned without effect, you now ſhall hear, that in 
the rage into which you have precipitated me, I am 
capable to execute the {trangeit reſolutions, As he 
uttered theſe words he turn'd away from the compa- 
ny, and leaving the Queen in a manner beſides her 
ſelf, with anger at his injurious reproaches, and: at 
his cruel threatnings, he went out of the Garden,and 
being cone home to his lodging, in an exceeding 
ercat fury, he employed the reſt of theday and night 
following, 1n p'otting the means he ſhould uſe hoth 
for his revenge and for his contentment, 
In the mean time Queen Sratir4, or Caſſandra, 
(for ſhe had retained that name with a purpoſe never 
any more to take up that of the Princeſs of Perſia, 
under which ſhe had been expoſed to ſo many mis- 
fortunes) was cxtreamly prefſed by Perdiccas his 
1mportunttics, and he being vext at the little progreſs 
he had made in his defign of gaining her affection, 
and at the il] uſage he had received from her in his 
laſt viſits, went beyond the terms in which he long 
had kept himſelf toward her , anc flew out to threats 
which made her fall into ſtrange apprehenſions, yer 
did ſhe not ſink at all from the greatneſs of her cour- 
age, and when he told her it was not her beſt way to 
make him deſperate inthe condition he then was, nor 
to drive him toextremities, which could not but bring 
her cauſe of diſcontent. Think not ſaid ſhe,with your 
threats to fright a Princeſs who is not weak enough 
to feav them, and who by the power ſhe hath over 
her own life, can ſecure her ſelf from yours, when- 
ſoever you ſhall go about to abuſe it : I know how 
to dic, Perdiccas, to deprive you of the Empire 
you have over my boay, and by my death I ſhall 
compleat the anger of both Gods and men againſt 
you, who will not ſuffer your crimes to go unpun- 
iſhed. The Gods forbid, replyed Perdiccas, that 1 
ſhould feek yourdeath, or that I ſhoald ever conſent 
to it : "tis not your life I threaten, for I would rather 
expoſe mine own to all manner of diſaſters , than 
arm my hand, or thoſe of your Encmies againſt it, 
Yes Madam, you are ſtill roo dear to me to be able 
to conceive any violent thought againſt you; but 
you may fear leit that inthe end my rage be turned 
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againlt this Oroondates; whom you unjuſtly prefet 
before me; and leſt I pour upon him whatſoever he 
can apprehend from a deſpairing Rival, and from an 
Enemy that hath all manner of power over him : 
hitherto I have ſpared him for your ſake, and for 
Roxana's who loves him, and out of ſome ſenſe of. 
generoſity ; but at laſt all theſe conſiderations will 
be blown away by my deſpair ; and ſince the advan-- 
tages he has over me, make his life and mineto be 
incompatible, I ſhall undoubtedly ſacrifice his, either 
to my repoſe, or to my revenge. 

The fair Queen could nor hear theſe cruel threats 
without growing pale, nor without teſtifying by the 
motions of her countenance how deeply they had 
touch'd her, and indeed they made her looſe part of 
her conſtancy, wherefore, looking upon him with 
eyes ſwelPd with tears ready to break forth, which 
ſhe withheld with a great deal of difficulty ; Cruel 
man (ſaid ſhe)execute then with thine own hand a- 
oainſt the unfortunate Caſſanara,what thou intendeſt 
todo againſt Oroondates:& fince thou art at laſt fallen 
upon the only thought that was left thee to conceive - 
for a concluſion of thy crimes, take this wretched life 
which thou madeſt ſhew to be willing to ſpare, and 
preſerve that brave and glorious life of the gallanteſt, 
man that ever was: the loſs of mine is but of ſmall im- 
portance, if thou comparelt the miſeries of it with 
the wonders of his ; and moreover they are tied to- 
gether with ſo {trong a knot that thou ſhalt never ſec 
the ſeparation of them; all the blows thou ſhalt aim 
at him will fall directly upon me.and the ſame wound 
that ſhall take away his life, will infallibly ſend me 
to my Grave, 

Ah! my dear Prince (continued ſhe, not being 
longer able to retain the motions ofher love, nor her 
tears, which ran down with violence, but breaking 
forth, through that extraordinary effect of her paſ- 
fion, with as much liberty before Perdiccas as if ſhe 
had been all aloncz) Too lovely Oroondates, muſt 


The now ſo near thee for no other end but to ſee thee 


ſo cruely expoſed to the rage of thy Enemies, and 
after having eſcaped ſo many dangers into which thou 
haſt thrown tiy ſelf for my ſake, after ſo many cau- 
ſes to forſake me for ever, muſt thou be brought to 
ſubmit thy ſelf to theſe barbarous people,who by the 
fear of one death alone, which they have power to 
give thee, will make me Cie a thouſand timesa day ? 
The Queen had never made the affection ſhe bore to 
Orocondates ſo clearly known unto Perdiccas, nor 
could he hear thoſe words that gave ſo manifeſt a De- 
claration of it without falling into tranſports of anger 
and grief, which tormented him moſt vehemently ; 
He remained a long time unable to expreſs his re- 
ſentments with his tongue, but in the end looking 
upon the Queen with a more troubled countenance 
than before. You could not (ſaid he) have done a 
worſe Office to the Prince you love, than this of 
ſhewing ſ»ch violent proof of- your affeion; for 
though I were ſure to periſh, and to ſeethe whole 
world periſh with me, I'le never ſuffer him to live 
when once my. hopes are dead; I for your conlide- 
ration will defer my revenge till I have tried all my 
utmoſt endeavours to mollitic yon, but when all my 
ſubmiſſions ſhall once prove uſeleſs, Fle never let 
him triumph o're my ruine ; and whether 1 fall by the 
anger of Heaven, or by yours, or by that of my Ene- 
mies, I will at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to bury my 
Rival with me; Thou mayeit do (replyed the 
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Queen utterly tranſported.) thou maiit do whatſo- 
ever thy rage ſhall inſpire thee z but this 1 declare 
before the Gods,thou thalt never draw other content- 
ment from the death of Oroondates, ſave that of ſce- 
ing me die with him, and I proteſt to thee moreover 
that thou never from this minute ſhalt have word 
or look from me any more, till thou kaſt given me 
the means to ſee him, anddiſcourſe with him. Per- 
diccas was ſtruck dumb at that reiteration of a de- 
mand which the Queen had already made him, and 
fixt his eyes upon the ground, deeply muſing what 


anſwer he ſhould return; he could not conſent to. 
give her a ſatisfaCtion which could not but be very | 


prejudicial to him ; but at laſt there came a thought 


into his head which made him change his opinion,and * 


he no ſooner had conceived it, but turning toward 
the Queen ; You ſhall obtain what you deſire, (ſaid 
he) if I can perſwade Roxanato it; but hope not that 
Oroondates ſhall profit by it, ſince he ſhall never be 
permitted to ſee you, but to beg his life of you, which 
depends only upon the uſage you ſhall ſhew to me ; 
if he be wiſe he'l counſel you to forſake him,and upon 
the ſucceſs of his counſels ſhall follow either his death 
or his preſervation. After theſe words he went out of 
the Chamber, and left the Queen ſo troubled at his 
threats, thar if ſhe had not been comforted by the 
hope he gave her of ſeeing Oroondates, ſhe would 
have been reduced to a moſt lamentable condition, 
The Princeſs her Siſter came into her chamber pre- 
ſently after having heard her new cau'es of afflicti- 
on, ſhe ſoughrout all the words her affeftion could 
put into her mouth to give her conſolation; their 
laſt hope was in the +ſſiitance they expected from 
Prince Artaxcrxes their Brother, and their ſorrow 
was a little moderated by the remembrance of that 
Great Princes being alive, and by that ofthe ſuccour 
they might probably look for from a man of that Re- 
putation, ſeconded by the Valiant Lyſimachus, and 
by their generous and invincible. Companions, = 
But Roxana's mind was at no better quiet than 
thoſe of the two Princeſſes.and her love made her en- 
dure whatſoever was leait ſupportable to them in 
their captivity, andin the reſt -of their misfortunes : 
ſhe ſaw the moſt potent Party of the world armed at 
her Gates for her deſtruction, and who by the firſt 
and moſt important ſucceſſes, ought in likelihood to 
hope for the laſt advantages : ſhe ſaw Enemies within 
her walls,not doubting but that Seleucas was ſuffici- 
ently incenſed to harbour thoughts of revenge again(t 
her, ſhe had heard of the defeat of her Allies,in whoſe 
relief ſhe had grounded part of her hopes ; ſhe was 
perfecuted by a brutiſh man, whom ſhe ſaw ready e- 
verymoment to vent his fury in ſome bloodyattempr, 
and by the teſtimony of her own conſcience, ſhe be- 
lieved both Heaven and Earth to be her Enemies, yet 
all this touched her not ſo deeply as Oroondares his 
ſcorn : thatcruel remembrance made her neglect all 
care of her affairs, and hardly left her ſomuch as a 
minutes reſt, When ſhe returned out of the Garden 


where ſhe had had that unpleaſing diſcourſe withCaſ- 


ſander,ſhe went to the lodging of herPriſoner,though 
ſhe had incited him once that day alrcady, and as ſhe 
paſſed by the Guard, ſhe had ſct upon him, ſhe com- 
manded their Captain to have an exact care of his 
perſon,& to defend it to the laſt gaſp,againit all thoſe 
that ſhould attemptto hurt him:She uſed that caution 
for his ſafety,by reaſon of Caſſarnders threats, believ- 
ing him capable to fly upon ſome violent deſign.Oro- 
ondates who received her viſits with a great deal of 
weariſomneſs, had much ado to ſettle his countenance 
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to what civility ſeem'd to require from him;but Rox. 
ana was not repulſed thereby,though it was a mortsl 
grief to her to ſee thoſe continual marks of his aver. 
fion, and drawing near him with a difſembling look: 
Well cruel Or0ondares, (ſaid ſhe,) will you for ever 
be my. enemy, and will you not open your eyes at 
laſt, to ſee the faults you commit, both again your 
own happineſs, and againſt the gratitude you oweto 
my affection ? Do you not conſider that I neglect all 
my intereſts to preſerve you, andthat I put both my 
affairs, and even my very life, in a manifeſt danper tg 
defend you from Enemies which your fortune hath 
ſtirr'd up againſt you? Had it not been for this pro. 
tection, wherewith I have powerfully ſheltred you 

both they from whom you take the love of $ revives, 
and they from whom you take Roxana, would ere 
now have poured upon you whatſoever their Jea- 


louſie could ſuggeſt unto them : will you be infenfi- * 


ble of theſe lait obligations, as you have hitherto 
been of former ones? and if you diſdain the happi- 
neſs and the glory which you might find in the ac- 
knowledgment 1 demand of you, do you not think 
that even generoſity it ſelf obliges you to uſe ſome 
violence upon your inclinations in favour of a Queen, 
who is as obſtinate in loving you more: than her ſelf, 
as you are in hating her for all her love ? But you 
your ſelf, Madam,repliedthe Prince ſomething brisk- 
ly, do not you believe your ſelf obliged by that ge- 
neroſity you alledge,to leave him at leaſt ſome liber- 
ty of mind,from whom you have taken that of his bo- 
dy ?and it it be true that you bear me that good will 
whereof I acknowledge my ſelf moſt unworthy, do 
you think to expreſs 1t to me by effects ſo contrary 
to their cauſe ? Do you believe a heart can be chang- 
cd by perſecutions? and if mine were capable to be 
ſo, do you judgeit could be by the uſage I reccive 
from you? While I was free, I defended my ſelf well 
enough from thoſe Enemies againſt whom you have 
taken my protection, and nowT am their Priſoner, 
or yours, | had rather dye by their hands, thin by 
the miſchiefs which you make me ſuffer, and which 
nevertheleſs you would make me receive as proofs 
of your Aﬀection. Ah, what do you ſuifer, ingrate- 
ful man, ſaid the Queen ; what do you ſuffer, that 
might not make all Priſoners of war to envy your 
condition ?I ſuffer anſwered Oroondares,animpriſon- 
ment very different from that the Priſoners of your 
Party found with us: I ſuffer for the captivity of 
my Princeſs ; 1 judge of her torments by mine own, 
ſince ſhes in the power of a man, whoſe inclinati- 
ons are ſuitable to yours : I bear her abſence a great 
deal more impatiently than when I was far from her ; 
nor can I from this affection to which you would 
have me think my ſelf ſo indebted, obtain the liber- 
ty to ſee her, ſo much as for a moment. No added 
Roxana, you ſhall never obtain'it, andI would ra- 
ther kill my Rival with my own hands, than conſent 
nnto that cruel enterview which you demand but 
to compleat the ruining of my hopes. Nor ſhall you, 
replied 0r00nderes, ever obtain one word from me, 
or one moment of compliance more ; Do, kill her, 
the Daughter of your King, and by that action you 
will but finiſh what you had fo generouſly begun: 
your heart already is enough diſpoſed unto that 
crime to be the actor of it without reluQtancy, and 
you muſt never hope that he who could not love you 
ina more innocent eſtate, can caſt his eyes upon you 
when by your cruelty you ſhail hav? drawn upon 
your ſeif the imprecations even of thoſe that ha no 
intereſt tn it, 

| The 
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The Queen was ſtung ſo deeply with theſe words, 
that her anger ſhewed it ſelf in the redneſs of her face; 


and beholding Oro»adates with an offended eye: ! 


You are, (ſaid ſhe) the molt ungrateful man alive, 
and the moſt unworthy of this attection which you 
have ſo inſolently abuſed ; if I could obtain of my 
heart, what my lawful indignation has reaſon to de- 


mand, you ſhould never ſee me but as your molt | 
cruel, and irreconcileable Enemy - but ſuch asI am | 


fear to drive me to extremity, and by the remem- 
brance of thoſe crucltics wherewith you approach 
me every moment, judge what I may be capable 
of, when I ſhall be prompted by deſpair. I hold 
you capable of any thing (replyed the Prince) ex- 
cept of making Oroondates love you ; and neither 
your tiireatnings, nor your kindneſles, ſhall ever 
work my mind to thoughts which are worthy only 
, of Caſſander. Roxana heard not theſe laſt words 
diſtinctly, for when Oroondates ſpoke them, ſhe 
was already gone out of his Chamber. Hardly was 
ſhe gotten to her. own, when Perdiccas came in; 
they preſently read their reſentments in each others 
faces; and being they were accuitumed mutually to 
impart the progreſs they made in their aftections, 
they gave one anoiher an account of the ſucceſs of 
the viſits they had newly made... Roxana was Cx- 
ceeding angry when Perdiccas told her he had pro- 
miſed the Queen that ſhe ſhould ſee Oroordates, and 
proteſted often that ſhe would never give her con- 
ſent; but Perdiccas pacified her by many reaſons he 
alledged ; repreſenting to her that that enterview 
could not hurt thern, ſince it thould be in the pre- 
ſence of many witneiles, which would tel] them all 
the paſlages of their converſation; and that if it 
could not ſerve to their advantage, however it could 
be no obſtacle to their intentions ; and praying herto 
truſt it to his managing, ſince his intereft was equal 
to hers, he brought her in the end to yield to his 
perſwaſions : after they had conferred together a- 
bout the order, they ſhould obſerve for the making 
ofthat Viſit, Perdiccas vad her good night ; and the 
Queen before ſhe went to bed, having a mind to let 
Oroondates know her purpoſe, tooblige him in what 
he had deſired, and the conditions upon which ſhe 
granted himFhat favour,called for pen and inck, and 
wrote to hinttheſe words, 


nt CI 
o pK bh. : 
Queen Koxana to Prince 
Oroondates. 


» U are permitted to ſee my Rival, ſince 
you have deſired it 5 but it is not meant 
you ſhould make uſe of that favour to the ruine 
of thoſe that grant it yon: tis in your power 
to turn it to your advantage if younule it as prit- 
dence would adviſe you, and in counſelling 
Statira 20t to think of you any more 5 you 
oneht to receive the counſell ſhe will give you to 
loſe all thought of her. This is the way you 
oneht to follew if you love her life, fince it 
ſhatl depend meerly upon the ſucceſs of this en- 
terview, 


Oroondates reccived this Letter that very night be- | 
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fore he went to bed and in ſpite of all Roxana's 
threatnings, found cauſes of joy in it, that made 
him forget his preſent miſeries ; he could not fancy 
that he ſhould ſhortly ſee his Princeſs, without being 
tranſported with an exceſs of contentment, and he 
formed an Idea of that happineſs in his imagination, 
which placed it above all thoſe that ever he had en- 
joyed. What, ſaid he, ſhall I ſee my Princeſs once 


ſight for ever, nur captivity rob'd me of that ble 
ſight for the whole remainder of my dayes : I ſha 
behold her with theſe very eyes, which the firſt 
time they ſaw her, found the glorious loſs of my re- 
poſe and of my liberty. , 1ſhall ſpeak to her with 
this very mouth, which hath ſo often made her the 
true proteſtations of my fidelity, and I ſhall hear 
that very voice which hath many times pronounced 
the ſentences of my life and of my death. Ah, m 
ſoul, wilt thou be able to reſiſt t violent moti- 
ons of. thy joy, which muſt in proFability put thee 
beſides thyſelf? After theſe raptures of delight, fol- 
lowed ſome effects of his fear ; nor could he with- 
out trembling, remember her parting from him at 
Sſa, and the humour he had left her in at that cru- 
cl ſeparation ; his joy nevertheleſs got the better of 
his fear, and poſſeſſeg him then ſo abſolutely, that 
it hardly ſuffered him to beſtow one hour of the night 
in ſleep. Perdiccas paſſed it not in ſuch pleaſant 
thoughts as his, and he was ſo perplexed with the 
cares of love, and with thoſe of the war, that he had 
hardly a minute free from the perſecutions of the 
one or of the other. Yet did he give Orders for the 
defence of the Town with a great deal of underitand- 
ing, and as much in love as he was, he forgot but 
few of the Duties of a very expert General,and of a 
man whom his paſſion could not make to neglect any 
thing. ON. 

He was tormented nevertheleſs with an anxiety 
cauſed by the ill ſucceſs of his Aﬀairs, and as he had 
been afflicted at the loſs of the lalt battel,& at the de- 
featof Nabarzanes, he alſo knew with an extraor- 
dinary diſcontent, the danger of the taking of Ba- 
bylon, and. of the utter ruine of his Party, which 
did moit viſibly threaten him; he was weak- 
ned by the loſs of part of his men, he was but 
ill aſſured of the aftections of the reſt, and in every 
thing he found occaſions of fear which he thought 
too important to be lighted. That was it that 
made him ſo hot in the proſecution of his defign up- 
on Caſſaadra, when in likelihood it ſhould have 
been interrupted by cares of ſo greatconſequence, 
but his haſte was grounded upon ſome reaſon, and 
his fear of being quickly reduced to ſome-capitulati- 
on, orto ſome diſadvantageous Treaty, made him 
preſs the Queen ſo much as he had done, and as he 
did more cagerly afterward, to engage her while 
ſhe was in his power, ſo that after the change of his 
Aﬀairs, his Rivals might no more pretend to any 
thing with her; knowing that if he laid not hold of 
his advantages: while ſhe was in his hands, he was 
never to hope for any thing after. If he paſſed the 
Nightin ſuch troubleſome diſquiets, Sexcns was lit- 
tle better at reſt with his,and the day appeared before 
be had fully taken his refolution. raves being come 
at that time to receive his Commands, renewed his 
diſcontents, butnot being willing todetain him lon- 
ger,& having drawn him afide,ſc that'no body conid 
over-hearhim: Araxes, faid he, you may return to 
the Cawp when you pleaſe ; after having ſucceeded 
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again ? Death hath not then deprived me. of Ice 
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ſo ill with my faithful Companions in what concerns 
mine own intereſts, I will not undertake to ſpeak of | 
yours, andIhave conſidered that your Maſters E- 
nemies fear your fidelity too much to ſuffer you to 


benear him. 1would return along with you, and 
would not abuſe the favour I have received from my 
genetous Friends, if I did not know that I ſhall be 
more uſeful tothem here than in their Camp. In brief 
\ Araxes,l am reſolved todo that by the way of Arms, 
which I have not been able to compaſs bymy perſwa- 
fions,and le recover yourMaſters liberty,as I under- 
took todo,or ele Fle periſh inthat deſign: givePrince 
Artazerxes, and his Friends this aſſurance from me, 
and becauſe I have reaſon to diſtruſt my forces here, 
which are not great enough to oppoſe thoſe of our E- 
nemies.teli them that when I ſhall have need of their 
aſfiſtance,T'le ſet up red flags upon the walls, as ſoon 
as they ſee them appear, they may fail on at the 
Gate which is pole to Craterws his approach, 
and I'le facilitat heir entrance with my utmoſt po- 
wer; but it ſhall be in the open day, by open 
force, and by waies which ingrateful Perdiccas ſhall 
not be able to accuſe of treachery. After he had 
given him this inſtruction,he ſent him away, and ap- 
pointed Officers to accompany him to the Gate, who 
cauſed it to be opened by their Authority. Araxes 
- went outof Babylon with a great deal of diſcontent, 
but he comforted himſelf by the hopes Seleucs had 

iven him, that he would attempt ſomething for 
his Maſters liberty ; his paſſage out was the freer by 
reaſon of the Truce which continued for that day, 
which Perdiccas made to be employed in burying 
thoſe that were ſlain at the taking of NVabarzares ; 
he had taken no offence at the puniſhment of that 
Parricide,though he was very ſorry for the defeat of 
his men, aud neither he nor Roxana were ignorant, 
that they had put that Monſter to death, not as their 
Friend, but as the murtherer of Darius. 

That morning as ſoon as Queen Sratira was rea- 
dy, Alcetas came into her Chamber, to tell her that 
Oroondates was coming to ſee heras ſhe had deſired, 
but then he pray'd her from Perdzccas, that ſhe 
would uſe that viſit according to his intention, and 
not makeit fatal to Prince Oroondates, The Queen 
was ſo pleaſingly ſurprized to hear that News, that 
ſhe never ſo much as thought of anſwering A/ceras, 
neither indeed could ſhe make him any anſwer, 
which according to her thought was not difobliging 
to his Brother ; but as ſoon as he was gone out, ſhe 
diſcovered her contentment, which in his preſence 
ſhe had diſſembled as well as poſſibly ſhe was able ; 
ſhe went into the Chamber ofthe Princeſs her Siſter, 
to communicate it to her, and after that ſhe had te- 
ſified the part ſhe bore in it, and how glad ſhe 
would be her ſelf to ſee that Prince again, ſo dear to 
all their Family, they returned together into her 
Chamber to receive that 'welcome viſit : In the 
mean while the ſame Diſcourſe had been uſed from 
Roxana to Oroondates, and that Prince having recei- 


ved it with raptures of joy, which made him forget . 


part of his reſentments againſt her ; no ſooner heard 
that the _ was ready for his coming, but he 
went out of his Chamber, and out of the Pallace, fol- 


lowed by:thoſe to whom the charge of guarding him 
had been committed;yet did he go with an unperfect 
ſatisfaction, nor could he without fear remember 
the cruel command ſhe had laid upon him at S#/a, 
when ſhe had baniſhed him from her preſence for e- 
ver; nevertheleſs when he had reflected upon it, he 
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found ſome cauſe of better confidence, remembring | 
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that ſhe had only forbidden him to preſent himſelf 
before her, till ſhe was in a condition to receive 
him, and at that time he believed the change of her 
eſtate by the death of her Husband, gave him a dif. 
penſation againſt all the Rules that could diſſivade 
him from it; without this conſideration he was too 
religious an obſerver of her commands, to put him- 
ſelf in'danger to infringe them, though he might have 
found ſome encouragement to take a little liberty, 
by the diſcourſe Cleone had madehim of the Queens 
thoughts, and oÞthe: pains ſhe had taken to viſit him 
her ſelf when he lay wounded at Polemorns houſe. The 
people in the ſtreets, as he paſſed by,looked all vpon 
him with admiration, and maugre the malice of his 
Enemies, the fame of his Vertue was ſufficiently 
ſpread abroad to make all the world reſpect and re- 
verence his Perſon; -he went to the Queens Lodg- 
ing in a Chariot that wasappointed for him,and when 
he was come thither.he made haſte up the ſtairs, 
and walk'd toward her Chamber .with a counten- 
ance in which one might eaſily. read part of his 
thoughts; his Guard accompanied him thither, and 
ſome of them ſtaid within the door by order from 
Roxana, tobe preſentat their Actions. As ſoon as 
the Queen heard the noiſe, and was advertiſed of” 


his being come, ſhe would have riſen from her Chair | 


to go and meet him, but her ſtrength forſook her in 
that occaſion, and ſhe was ſeized in ſuch manner, that 
without the help of the Princeſs her Siſter ſhe would 
ſcarce have had the power to ſtir; ſhe had already 
gone three or four ſteps when ſhe ſaw him appear at 
the entrance into the Chamber, ' and at the ſame time 
Oroonaates having caſt his eyes upon her, was 
ſo powerfully touched with that ſight, that he 
could hardly get forward to preſent himſelf at her 
feet. Perdiccas having been deſirous to uſe the Queen 
according to the Greatneſs of her quality, to diſguiſe 
her miſery by outward ſhews, had taken care to 
have her Chamber hung with black, and all her Fur- 
niture made ſuitable to the condition ſhe was in fince 
the Kings death : The Queens Habit alſo was black, 
trayling negligently upon the ground, and her head 
had been adorned with more curioſity, if her pre- 
ſent eſtate would have let her take the care to dreſs 
it ; yet as negligent as it was, it took off nothing 
from her admirable Beauty, and her eyes through 
that mournful colour darted a fire at the Prince, which 
was bright enough to diſpel the thickeſt darkneſs. 
O Gods what were the firſt motions of his heart, 
and how will my pen be able to expreſs them ! here 
it is indeed that I diſtruſt its forces, and that I muſt 
content my ſelf to let imagination ſupply what I 
ſhould not know how to repreſent. Once in his life 
before, had that poor Prince appeared in her ſight 
with the like inward diſturbance, but in this laſt en- - 
counter he ſeemed to have loſt part of his courage, 
and all the reſolution wherewith he had ftrengthned 
himſelf gave place to thoughts of tenderneſs, which 
at thatſight had totally poſſeſſed his ſoul ; yet did he 
advance towards the Queen, for allhe was ſo beſides 
himſelf, and was no ſooner near her. but caſting him- 
ſelf at her feet, he embraced her knees with ſo paſſio- 
nate an aCtion as made a deep impreſſion in all that 
beheld him. | 
The Queen permitted it longer than ſhe would 
have done, if ſhe had not been in a trouble that 
hindred her from ordering her actions with a 
perfect knowledge and liberty : But all ſhe 
was 
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preparations had - not defended her, was to bow 
down her head, and (tretch forth her arms with ſo 
preſſing a ſign of her affection, that thoſe that ob- 
ſerved it, might very well judge, the fear of diſ- 
pleaſing Perdiccas had not power enough over her to 
make her difſemble it. After ſhe had prefled him a 
while between her arms, ſhe raiſed up her head, 
and letting the Company fee a face all bathed in 
tears, ſhe put forth her hand to lift him up, and 
while the Prince fixt his lips upon it with a tranſport- 
ed ardency: Riſe, riſe, my Prince, (ſaid ſhe) 
and pardon the trouble of my ſoul, for having left 
, you ſo long in this unfitting poſture. Oroondates, 
who could not diſobey her, roſe up, and was no 
ſooner upon his feet, but the Princeſs Par:/ats, 
as ſevere, and as circumſpect as ſhe was, came to 
embrace him with as much affection as if he had 
' been Artaxerxes, Oroondates received her kind- 
nefſes with much reſpe&t, and when they gave him 
leave to return to the Queen, he would have thrown 
himſelf at her feet again if the had not forbidden it, 
and commanded him to fit down by her upon a Chair 
that ſtood near her bed ſide. The Princes agitation 
of mind had ſeiz'd him in ſuch manner, that the 
as Queen was fain to break ſilence firit, and beholding 
him in his extaſie with motions full of afteEtion : Am 
I then permitted to ſee you again, ſaid ſhe? And has 

the. cruelty of mine Enemies yielded to the oniy 
favour | have asked them ? I had not hoped for this 

oaly ſatifaction I was capable to receive, .and was 
diſpoſing my ſelf to dye without expecting this 
ſweet conſolation in my misfortunes. The Qucen 
ſpake to him in theſe terms, teltifying by her looks 

how dear his fight was to her ; and the Prince, who 
recovered courage by this diſcourſe, and who had 

had little time to recolle& himſelf, replyed : Ma- 

\ dam, Thad not thought this bleſſing had befallen me 

by your means, and I had prepared my ſelf for it 
with fear of diſpleaſing you, remembring how care- 

fully y ou had ſhunned the occdiions of it while you 

had the liberty to grant it me,while I was in the ſame 
houſe with you, and while che report of your death 
had brought me ſo near unto my Grave: At that 
'xime, indeed (if I may be permitted to uſe ſome 
reproach againſt my Soveragin) you might with 
more facility than now, Madam, have drawn me 

_ outof the deplorable condition I then was in ; I was 
"dying for the rumour of your death, and you were 
alive cloſe by me, to ſee me dye without ſhewing 
any mark of compaſſion for my death ; my preſence 
was then ſo odious to you, that you preferr'd a cru- 
el captivity amongſt your moſt cruel Enemies before 
"It, ina ſeaſon when you had ſo muchnecd of the ſer- 
\ vices of all that honour you ; and my life was ſo little 
dear to you, that you would not ſecure it by a bare 
knowledge of yours. The Prince would haveen- 
larg:d himſelf further im theſe complaints, if the 
Queen had not thus interrupted him : They that 
made you this Relation,if they did faithfully recount 


my life, and if they be of thoſe to whom my , 


thoughts were known, may have told youthe Rea- 
ſons I had. to uſe cruel violence upon my inclinati- 
ens, to keep my ſelf within thelimits of my duty : 
Your ſight was very dear to me, your aſſiſtance 
would have been moſt welcome, and what you ſuf- 
fered for me, found as preat a ſenſibility in my heart 
as ever yon could have defired from it ; but I ow- 
ed ſo much to the memory of ſo great a Husband, 


was able to do in a ſurprize, from which all her 
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who was dead but twodayes before, that any other 
remembrance ſave his would have been criminal in 


me; and without deſtroying my reputation, and - 


making my ſelf unworthy of your eſteem, I could 
not cait my ſelf into the arms 6f a man thathad lov'd 
me, and that lov'd me ſtill, when the King my hus- 
band notſo much as received the honours of enterre- 
ment. It would be harder for meto juſtifie my ſelf 
to another than to you, my dear Oroondates, in 


whom vertuous thoughts do eaſily make impreſſion, 


and uſuallyaveigh down the ſcale againſt your inte- 
relts : No, I could not ſee you without doing my 
ſelf an injury,and yet 1 vifited you, I ſought you to 
your very bed,and to give my ſelf that ſatisfaction, I 
put my honour in the greateſt hazard that everl had 
done in all my life. How great repentance ſoever 
that action was like in probability to have drawn af- 
ter it, I paſſed over all manner of conſiderations to 
follow the incitements of my affection, andI was 
already diſpoſed tolet you ſee me, and todiſcover 
my ſelf to you, when the violence of my enemies 
pull'd me away from you, and-deprived me of the 
means of effecting my reſolution, If it were by 
Cleone (as I believe it was) that you have been in- 
ſtructed in my life, you heard from her in whar 
manner I bore that ſeparation, what your remem- 
brance has made me ſuffer ſince, and what tears and 
lamentations 1 bettowed on the memory of what 
owed you. 

The Queen pronounced theſe words in ſo tender 
and ſo paſſionate a way, that the Prince repented he 


had ſoreproached her, and being defirous to expreſs 


his ſorrow for it. Iask you pardon, Madam, ſaid 
he, for the complaints which were drawn from my 
mouth by an uujuit reſentment ; You are incapable 
of crring, and 'twas not by reproaches I ſhould have 
begun ſo dear and ſo defireda converſation. Thefe 


marks of your goodneſs, are a full reparation for all- 


that I have ſuffered hitherto; and though with the 
years have ſpent in ſerving you, I ſhould have gi- 
ven a thouſand ſuch lives as mine, I ſhould be too 
glortouſly recompenſed by your remembrance. 
Since happy Oroondates (continued he, kiſſing one 
of her fair hands ha's not loſt the place he hereto- 
fore had in your heart, he ha's no reaſon to bewail 
his fortune ; your will ſhall ever make the better 


part of it, and that which depends upon the Gods, 


and upon the chance of war, is too inconfiderable 
to oppoſe that which I hold from myPrinceſs's good- 
neſs. . But, Madam, am not I obliged by this 
knowledgel have of it, to render you ſome account 
of the perſecutions I ſuffer from our - cruel Enemy ? 
Would it had pleaſed the Gods, (purſued he with 
a ſigh) that I had done ſoin times palt; then perhaps, 
by a ſmall fault againſt diſcretion, 1 might have a- 
voided theſe tedious miſcries that have made me ſhed 
ſo many tears. Roxana torments me, if I may ſay 
ſo with modeſty ; Roxana would have me love her, 
Roxana would have me ceaſe loving you, nor had 
ſhe ſuffered me to ſee you; but to have me tell you, 
that Tought only to be hers, and that I never can 
be yours, 

And Perdiccas, replied the Queen,would not have 
conſented to this interview bur that he defired my. 
mouth ſhould let you know that 1 will never be but 


| his, and that you ought to loſe all the hopes you have 


in my affection. Anddo you believe, ſaid the Prince, 
that I can obey Roxana? Or do you think, added 
the Queen, that I ought to do what Perdiccas _ 

ave 
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have. me? What you ought to do is ſo perfectly 
known to you, replied the Prince, that | will never 
' takethe liberty to counſel you;this Iam ſure,of,that 
if Ihad a thouſand lives to loſe, I would give them, 
up all tothe rage of Ay enemies, rather than beſtow 
a moment of them upon other thoughts than thoſe of 
living and dying for you : butlI dare not demand a 
like proof of your affeion; as well becauſe I have 
not deſerved it, as becauſe, if we ought to fear our 
Enemies threats , it would be fatal to you : Perad- 
venture I ſhall never obtain from the careI have of 
your ſafety, ſo much forgetfulneſs of mine own, 
as to adviſe you to love Perdiceas, fince he is un- 
worthy of your affection, in regard both of 
the defects of his perſon, and of the injuries he ha's 
done you; but neither can I perſwade you to love 
this miſerable man, fince by Roxana's threats, your 
deſtruction is ticd to the affetion you ſhall expreſs 
to him. [Though I had death before my eyes, an- 
ſwered the Queen, it could not divert me from the 
reſolution I have taken,to render while I live,all that I 
owe both to the perſon of Oroondates,and to the me- 
mory of Alexander. For allI am a woman'I ſhall fear 
no more than you, when I thereby can afſure you 
better than by the complacencies you have deſired, 
thatI am not ungrateful for the long, and for the gal- 
lant proofs of your love ; and if to preſcrve what | 
hold athouſand times more dear than my life, I need 
but expoſe it once again to Rexare's cruelty ; Ile 
do it with a reſolution, which perhaps ſhall make 
. appear that my friendſhip 1s not inferiour to yours ; 
but neither will I oppoſe the defire you have to keep 
your ſelf wholly mine, and ſince by the perſeverance 
I willſhew in favour of you, I draw upon yon Per- 
diccas his indignation;I never will wiſh you ſhould di- 
vert the effects of it, by your infidelity. In ſhort, 
dear Oroondates, 1 acknowledge my imperfection, 
and confeſs I love you not with ſo unconcern'd an 
affection, as to look upon you with more content- 
ment in the arms of Roxana, than in the arms of 
death : I-wiſh the ſame eye ſhall behold Oroondares 
dead, and Oroonadates inconſtant, and I conſent in fine 
either that he live for none but me, or that he ceaſe 
to'live by my example. 4h, Madam, faid the Prince, 
tranſported with joy, what can I have done inmy 
whole life, that is not far below fo high a recom 
pence? Yes, my Queen; I will die to keep my 
ſelf entirely yours, and that conſent that you give to 
ſo glorious a death, isdearer to me than all the fa- 
; vours you ever granted me. You ſhall ſee me dead, 
for certain, a great deal ſooner than inconſtant ; and 
I cannot chooſe but infinitely commend a reſolution 
ſo advantageous to me, although I have more weak- 
neſs toward you. No, my admired Queen, Iſhould 
not have the courage to ſee youdie, to avoidthe ty- 
ranny of Perdiccas for my conſideration, but I would 
" willingly die my ſelf that I might never ſee you: in 
the arms of Peraiccas : *tis by that remedy I ought 
to prevent my laſt misfortune, rather than by the 
hazzard of a life, which a thouſand ſuch as mine 
cannot countervail : that Law is not equal between 
us, nor.is my paſſion the leſs violent, for not being 
able todefire that of you, which no manner of right 
can make melawfully demand. The Prince and the 
fair Queen were giving each other theſe confirmati- 
ons of their love, when the Princeſs Par:ſatis, who 
was preſent at their converſation, mingled her ſelf in 
that entertainment, to ask the Prince ſome account of 


the laſt ations of his life,andof the paſſages that had | 
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happened between him and the Prince her Brother 
Or oonaates obeyed her in a few words, and by the 
diſcourſe he made to the Queen of his cruel jealovuſie, 


of the ſtrange effects it had produced in him, ang 
of the bloody cambats he had fought with Arſaces, 


he caſt her many times into aſtoniſhment, which ſhe 
knew not how to expreſs, but by the alteration of hex 
countenance. She often accuſed the Prince in his 
Diſcourſe, for the opinion he had had of her: 
but when ſhe remembred the appearances upon 


which his jealouſie was grounded, the was conſtrain. - * 


ed to pardon him, and to receive all the violent reſo- 
lutions he had taken againſt her Brother, for the 


greateſt teſtimonies of his love. The Princeſſes had 


been in a great agitation of mind during that reci- 
tal, but they were quieted by the end of it,and could 
not hear how thoſe two friends came to know one a- 
nother again, without receiving a marvellous conſo- 
lation, Then they deſired to learn what they knew 
not of their Brothers adventures, and the Prince was 
beginning to recount a litt].”more at large what Ar- 
faces had told the Queen his filter ; but in brief, when 
Rexanaand Perdiccas, not being able to ſutter that 
their converſation ſhould continue longer, ſent order 
to Oroondates his guard to bring him back. At that 
cruel command, he ſighed twice or thrice, and look- 
ing upon the Queen, with an action of grief and 
anger mixt together, We mult obey our Maſters, 
ſaid he, O Gods how hard is this condition ! I part 
from you, Madam, but 'tis with a firm reſolution to 
carry away nothing but my body, and toleave my 
mind tied to you, with ſuch bonds as all the malice 
of our enemies will not be able to break. Go, Oro-. 
onaates, ſaid the Queen, and be moit certain that all 
the violences of Perdiccas and Roxana, ſhall not 
divert me ſo much as for a moment, from the deter- 
mination I have ſettled, never to be any bodies if I 
cannot be yours. Theſe words were heard by all that 
werein the Room, andtold within a while after to 


 Roxanaand Perdiccas, but the Prince had not time 


to £1ve reply, and his ſevere guard making him go 
out ofthe Queens Chamber, and out of the Houle, 
put him again into the Chartot to carry him back to 
his Priſon. 

Inthe mean while, jealous Cafſarder, after having 
rolld a thouſand furious reſolutions in his head, had 
fixt upon the lait which he had taken, to kill him that 
was the obſtacle of his happineſs : and though he 
well enough knew him to be innocent of all his ſuf- 
ferings, and that he contributed nothing willingly 
to Roxana's averſion againit him, - his blinded paſh- 
on ſtifled all the motions that conſideration might 
have given him, and he fanſied ſuch helps to his pre- 


tentions by the death of his Rival, and ſuch ſweets 


neſſes in his revenge, as got an abſolute victory in 
his heart, over all that honour and vertue could 
repreſent ; yet did he ſee ſome difficulties in his de- 
ſign, and the Prince of Scyrhia was at once both 
guarded and defended, by men whom Roara had 
placed about himfor his cuitody, and for his preſer- 
vation:*twas in the Palace where he was kept, where 
in probability all the Queens houſhold would take 
arms for the intereſts of their Miltreſs, and without 
corning to a great combate, the advantage whereof 
could not in likelihood be his, he knew not how he 
ſhould be able to execute his deſign. He was beat- 
ing his brains to find outthe means that were leaſt 
dangerous, when he heard that the Prince was gone 
to Queen Statira, and that all his guzrd being com- 

manded 
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manded along with him, there remain'd no body 
in his lodging, but fone few Officers who wereap- 
ointed for his ſervice, not for his defence, and who 


likewiſe might perhaps be ignorant of the Order the 


Queen had given to forbid his entrance, He thought 
he could not light upon a more favourable opportu- 
nity, to get into his encmics chamber without dith- 
culty, and though to have argued the matter calm- 
ly, he might have found ſome danger in it, he in the 
- condition to which his paſſion had reduced him, was 
' toolittle in love with his life, to ſeek for all the cau- 
tions which might ſecure it in that action, He only 
took ſeven or eight of thoſe men, in whom he had 
moſt confidence, and without any great train, went 
to Or00ndates Quarter ; going up the back itajrs he 
found the doors of it open, and they that were there 
had not the boldneſs to oppoſe a man of ſo great au- 
thority as Caſander, He retired with his men into 
an inner Room that was at the further end of the 
Lodging, and there he reſolved ro expect the Prin- 
ces return, well knowing that his Guard came not 
into his chamber without neceſſity, and that com- 
monly they waited in the Hall nexttoit, He had 
ſtaid but a little while in fears which. the greatneſs of 
his enterpriſe brought into his mind, whenthe Prince 
returned ; his Guard, according to their cuſtom, on- 
| ly conducted hinvinto his Chamber, and having ſhut 
the door left him alone. 

His ill fortune ſeemed willing to give C2ſſanaer a 
greater conveniency to effect his purpoſe, for the 
Prince, not {taying in his Chamber, went on into the 
inner Room, which was far more pleaſant by having 
the proſpect of the Garden, No ſooner was he en- 
tred, but Caſſznder, in ſpite of all the fears that aſ- 
faulted him, drew his ſword, and they that were 
with him making gooq the door to hinder his going 
- out, he came toward him with an action that ſuffict- 
ently witneſſed his intent. That object did a little 
ſurprize Oroondates, but he was not daunted at it, 
and the greatneſs of his courage making nim look 
upon that danger with the ſame contempt he had 
ſhewed in ſo many others, ſuft:red him not ſo much 
asto teſtifie by an alteration of his counterance that 
he was terrified at it, 01ly darting a furious louk up- 
on Caſſ.:nd:r: Coward, ſaid he, dare(t thou attempt 
the death of Oroondartes ? Theſe words pronounced 
with an impetuoſneſs like that of thunder, produc'd 
alike effect; and the Majeſty of the Prince that ut- 
tered them, appear'd in ſo ſublime a degree, that the 
affrighted C:fandey thought he ſaw fire in his eyes, 
and marks of Divinity in his face. And indeed he 
was ſo much diſmai'd that his arm which he had lifted 
up, ſunk down without effet, and he ftood with his 
heart frozen by a thouſand terroutrs, in the poſture 
of a man that knows not where heis; all his fol- 
lowers held their hands by his example, and if he 


had not been ſo well accompanied, Oroondates might 
have made uſe of the confuſion he was in to ſeize- 
upon his ſword, and to make the effects of his cruel, 


intention fall upon himſelf; but whether it were that 
he knew the impoſſibility of ſaving himſelf with- 
out Arms amonsglt a great many men, the points of 
whoſe ſwords were turned againft his breaſt, or that 
he diſdain'd a life accompanied with ſo many 
misfortunes, he never went about to-attempt any 
thing for his ſafety ; but oniy looking upon Caſſan- 
der with as reſolute a countenanceas if he had .been 
out of danger : Why doſt thou delay, faid he, to 


diſpatch an Enemy whom his deſtiny delivers up to | 
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| thee without reſiſtance? Lay hold of this brave 
occaſion to triumph over his-life; and though he ne- 
ver hada thought to diſpute the poſſeſſion of Roxana 
with thee, endeavour to acquyre it by the death of 
a Prince whom ſhe prefers before thee, and by the 
death of a Prince to whom thou canſt not give it but 
by theſe waies : Why doſt thou tremble? See, Tam 
alone, and without Arms, and remember that *tis 
only in this condition thou dareſt come near an Ene- 

my, who, while he had his liberty, ſtruck thee pale 
even within thy walls. | 
In the time while Oroondates ſpake theſe words, 
Caſſander had had tne leiſure to ſettle ſome part of 
his amazement, and conſidering the truth of . what 
the Prince told him, inſtead of being touch'd by the 
greatneſs of his courage , he was confirm'd in his 
reſolution, and in the belief that he ſhould not do 
well to let flip an opportunity , which perchance- 
he might never recover while he lived ; he quickly 
made it appear, and looking upon the Prince with - 
more boldneſs than before: It is not fear, ſaid he, 


that has hindered me from effecting my deſign, but 
the repugnance I have againſt this Action, andif it 
had been poſſible for me to acquire Roxana without 
thy death, I would have left thee a life which I am 
forced to ſacrifice to my reſcntments, and to my re- 
poſe: With theſe words he ſtept forward againto the 
Prince, from whom he had retired a little, and raiſing 
the point of his ſword he was preparing himſelf to 
thruſt it into his breait, when after a confuſed noiſe 
which he heard in the Chamber, he ſaw Roxana en- 
ter into that Room, crying, Hold, hold thy hand 
cruel man. 

Theſe words, and the ſight of the Queen, for 
whom, as furious as he was, his paſſion gave him 
both fear and reſpe&t, made him fall into fuch a con- 
fuſion, that he no longer had either ſtrength, or un- 
- derſtanding, and Roxana throwing her ſelf at the 
*ſame time before Oroondates, made him ſee that he 
had no other way but through ker body to find a paſ- 
ſage to that of his Enemy. Caſſander knew him- 
ſelf then to be fruſtrated of his hopes, and ſeeing 
that the guard came running in at the Queens cries, 
and that if more of them ſhould follow, his life might 
be in the ſame danger into which he had put his Ene- 
mies, he got outof the Room, and though the Queen 
call'd out to have him ſtai'd,he mad e his paſſage with 
his men, who with their ſwords in their hands endea- 
voured to facilitate his eſcape, and they that could 
have hindred it were afraid of his Authority, and had 
not intereſt enough in his talking, norin his death, to 
purchaſe either with the peri! of their lives. 

As ſoon as he was gotten forth with his men, and 
that Roxana had recoverd the fright ſhe had been in, 
ſhe gave order for the doubling of Oroondates his 
Guards, and then going towards him : Well now 
ingrateful man, ſaid ſhe, will you put this obligation 
in the rank ofthoſe offences wherewitk-you reproach 
meevery day? Andarz you not once more indebt- 
ed to me for this life, which you unjuſtly deſtine to 
.my Enemy * Have I not ſaved it with the hazzard 
of mine own? And did I not preſent my brealt a- 
gainit Caſſanders ſword, to divert the ſtroke from 
yours? Did youever receive {o good offices from 
my Rival ? And can you compare a few fair words, 
wherewith ſhe may have flattered you, to proofs of 
love of ſo high a nature? I confeſs, anſwered the 
Prince, that if my life were dear to me, I ſhould have 
a conſiderable obligation to you; but be it what it 
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will, Iam not ſo little ſenſible of the care you have 
taken for its defence,but that I would hazard it with- 
out repugnance for the preſervation of yours. I delire 
other effects of ygur acknowledgment, replyed 
Roxana, than thoſe that are ordinary to your gene- 
roſity, and I defire you ſhould do that through 
Love, which you would do through the mecr incite- 
ment of your Vertue. Your defiresare fo little rea- 
ſonable, ſaid the Prince, and the performance of 
them is ſo little in my power, nay, and even ſo lit- 
tle in my will, that | ſhall never be 1n a capacity to 
fatisfie you, No, unthankful .man, added Rox4a- 
2a, thou wilt not long be in capacity to ſatisfie me, 
for when I ſhall have given thee upto the rage of thy 
Enemies; if thou can'it content me in any particu- 
lar, "twill only be in my revenge; perhaps I may 
ſee thee reduced to the neceſſity of imploring this 
- goodneſs which thou unworthily abuſeſt ; and if 
thou art obdurate enough to behold thy own death 
without grief, or without repentance , perchance 
thou wilt be ſenſible of that of this Rival, for whom 
thou diſdaineſt me with ſo much obſtinacy and 1m- 
prudence; *tis by the favour I have ſhewed thee 
that thou art hardened in thy cruelty, and thou haſt 
made no other uſe of the permiſſion I gave thee to 
ſee mine Enemy, but to confirm thy ſelf with her 
inthy ingrateful reſolutions; but know that ſhe ihall 
have little joy in thy undiſcreet perſeverance, and 
that thou may'tt aſſure thy ſelf, thou to day hait had 
the laſt ſight of her, nor ſhall ſhe live to receive ano- 
ther viſic. As ſhe ended theſe words ſhe went away 
from Groondares, and left him fo terrified with that 
threat, that this heart, which in all the greateſt dan- 
gers had ſeemed incapable of fear, could find no- 
thing in his courage wherewith he might ſecure him- 
ſelf apainft his mortal apprehenſions, Rovana was 
no ſooner gore out of his Lodging, but as ſhe was 
paſſing to her own, ſhe met Perdiccas, and preſent- 
ly in his face ſhe eſpied all the marks of an anger as 
greatas hers; to ſay the truth their humours were 
then alike,as well as their conditions, and Perdiccas 
having been to viſit Queen Sr4ti74 after Oroondates 
his departure out of her Chamber, had found her 
ſo potently confirm'd in the reſolution of not loving 
him, and of never enduring him while ſhe liv'd, that 
aſter having flown out before her into the moſt vio- 
lent threatnings he could invent, he had given him- 
ſelf over in the end to his Jait determination. Rox- 
ana was opening her mouth to tell him her cruel in- 
tention, when he preventing her ſaid : Madam, | 
ask your pardon for the pleaſure I am compell'd to 
do you; hitherto I, contrary to mine own inte- 
reſts, have kept my ſelf within the terms of a com- 
placency that has been fatal tothem; but nowl am 
conſtrain'd to let you know that for the good of our 
Party, and for the quict of my ſoul, Oroondares 
muſt of neceſſity loſe his life. Roxana had hardly pa- 
tience to hear theſe laſt words, but breaking forth 
with a louder voyce than ordinary ; Oroondares ſhall 


live, ( ſaid ſhe) as ingrateful as he is, but Srarira - 


ſhall dye before this day be at anend; and all the 
mercies I have had toward her for your confiderati- 
on, are extinguiſht now in your ingratitude, and in 
my-deſpair. Statira ſhall not dye, replied Perdic- 
cas, though Oroondates muſt, and though by her 
diſdains ſhe hath made her ſelf unworthy of my pro- 
tection, le defend her with my utmoſt power, to 
the lateſt moment of my life. * And I'le proſecute 


her ſo vigourouſly with all mine, added Roxana, and | 
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will ſo ſtrongly oppoſe the deſign you have gaing 


 Oroonaares, that le make even you your ſelf to pe. 


riſh in one of your reſolutions. 

The wrath wherewith they both were tranſport. 
ed, hindred them then from going on with their dif. 
courſe, and after they for ſome time had looked up- 
on one another without ſpeaking, they were about 
to go put their deſigns in execution, when Alceras 
and /Veoprolemmm came in tothem ; and having com- 
prehended their intention by their laſt words, and by 
their action, they reſolved to divett the violent ef- 
fects that crucl diviſion might produce in their par- 
ty : They repreſented to them, that they had ene- 
mies cnough at their gates, and even within their 
walls, without diſuniting themſelves in that manner, 8 
without giving ſuch an advantage to thoſe that were 
armed and fighting for their deſtruction, as they 
could not hope for from all their forces. Neither 
Roxana nor Peraiccas could be brought to moderate 
their indignation ; for all thoſe reaſons, and all their 
friends could obtain, was, that they would retard the 
eftccts of it, till they BY 
which they intended to make;and which they agreed 
upon togcther before they parted. All theſe diftracti- 
ons which love ſtirred up in Babylon hindered not the 
Commanders that wereleſs palſionate,nor even thoſe 
whoin paſſon tormented, from thinking of the de- 
tence of the City : All Orders were cxactly obſer- 
ved, all Guards exactly kept, and yct the beſieged 
relted more ſecurely than before, upon a helief they 
had, that the.r enemjes would not be in a condition 
of many daycs to make a ſecond attempt; and that 
they nceded time to repair their Engines, and to 
ſeek inventions to afſault them by other means thin 
thoſe that had ſo ill ſucceeded, Seleucirs and Near- 
chus medled not with any ting, . nor ſtirred out of 
their lodgings, but though their carriage might have 
begot ſuſpition in Roxana and Per diccas, they were 
{till in hope nevetheleſs to pacifie them,and in regard 
of th2 need they had of their afſitance, as well as 
of the conſideration they had of their perſons, they 
deferred coming to extremities againtt them, or 
forcing them todeclarc themſeives, or go out of the 
Town, as they ought to have done for their great- 
cr ſecurity, and as without queſtion they would, if 
_ paſſion had not too ſtrongly prepoſleiſed 
them. 

The reſt of that day beins paſſed, .Prince Oroor- 
aates the next morning ſaw ſome of his Guard come 
into his Chamber, who drawing near him without 
diſcovering their intention, feized ſudden!y upon 
him, and bound his hands; if he had foreſeen their 
purpoſe, he would undoubtedly have oppoſed it, 
but when he ſaw thathe no longer was in a condition 
to doſo: Have you order, (faid he) to uſe me on 
this manner ? Yes Sir, anſwered they, and to carry 
you to Queen Statira in this poſture. In what po- 
{ture ſoever I am, replied the Prince, T'le follow 
you thither without repugnance, nor needed you to 
uſe bonds, or any violence, to lead me to a place 
from which my ſoul is never abſent, The Captain 
of the Guard returned no anſwer, bccauſfe he had 
not Order,only making him go down the little ſtairs, 
he brought him to tie Chariot, inro which he got 
up with him, as alfo a good many of his men, cau- 
ſing the f1des of it to be let Clown, that the people 
might not ſeehim as he went. The Prince during 
all the way was not able to ſettle the fear he was in 


for his Princeſs, being firuck with a mortal appre- 


henſion 


e ifjue of a final proof . 
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of ſomething fatal to her in that laſt enterview, he 
wascondudcted to her Chamber as he had been at his 
former. viſit z but he had hardly ſet his foot within it, 
wien he ſaw Roxana and Peratccas come inat other 
doors, attended by ſo great a Guard as almo't fill'd 
the Room. Caſſazdra looked upon her enemies 
with very little diſturbance, and though the ſight of 
Roxana, after what ſhe had attempted, and exccut- 
&d againit her, was enough to have toucht her, yet 
did ſhe behold her accompanied as ſhe was, without 
any trouble that could be taken notice of ; but as 
ſoon as ſhe ca!t her eyes upon Oroondites, and that 
ſhe ſaw him bound, and lcd as a ſacrifice to the Al- 
tar, ſhe could not obtain fo much afſiftarice from her 
con'tancy as ſhe would have deſired in ſuch an en- 
counter; and though they had reſolved to uſe her 
that day as they meant to do him, yet had they had 
ſo much conſideration of her Sex, and of her quality, 
that they had not bound. her tender hands, neither 
did they fear that oppoſition from them, which tiey 

dreaded from Q700ndates, if his had been at hberty. 
She went to meet him infinitely tranſported, and not 
carins to con{train her ſelffor enemies waom ſhe net- 
ther valued nor fearcd enough to difſen Ele her in- 
clinations in their preſence : An! my dear Prince, 
cried ſh2, what barbarous hearts can have uſed you 
you ſo unworthily,. and by what injuitice can they 
bin4 thoſe hands, that were deſtined to bear a Scep- 
ter, and thoſe hands that with ſo much glory have 
done ſo many gallant aCtivns? \Why do not theſe 
Tygers turn their ra-e again!t me alone, {nce only 
lam cauſe of the grea-eft part of their diſcontents ? 
If Zox 7a loves you, how can ſhe conſent to this 1n- 
humanity ? An! if I be loved by Peraiccas, why 
will he aMi&t me with this kilns ſpectacle? Net 
ther Perdiccns nor Rowina, anſwered the Prince, 
can mike my deitiny more glorious, than in mak-. 
i195 me to ſuffer theſe bonds for my love to you, 
thoſe noble honds wherewith you keep my heart fait 
tied for ever, male me deſpiſe all theirs; and if they 
could have broken them, they woul4 not have ſhew- 
ed this Empire over my Body. which neither force 
nor gentleneſs have been able to extend. over my 
Mind. 

The Queen was going to reply, when R-vana, 
who in their fir/t Diſcourſe, found new occaſion to 
exaſperate her anger, broke off their converſation;and 
lookins upon Srarirs with a conntenance which her 
paſſion had enflamed:Madam faid ſhe,l will make no 
excuſes to you for what is paſt, nor will I ſeek out 
reaſons to juſtifie my preſent actions; Ile onlytell you 
that for all the double intercit I have in your death, | 
have let you live to the prejudice of my repoſe, both 
to ſatisfe P-rdicca5.and to follow the incitements of 
the compaſſion I have of you : but now that Croon- 
dates by his ingratitude has driven me to the laſt ex- 
tremities, and that by your obſtinacy to keep him, 
you your ſelf have l1boured for your own deltructt- 
on;l am forced tolet you know, thatin the end you 
have armed all my reſentments ag1int you, and that 
you have no other way for faf-ty þut to quit Oroon- 
dares tome, an1 to obli-e him by al] the confiderati- 
ons he ousht to have of your life. to obtain it of me 
by his repentance. a=dby the affeQionT deſire from 
him. AnJ1 I, (added Perdiccas, addreſſing himſelf 
to 0-00nd-2tes) declare to you, O Prince of Scythia, 
that you cannot eſcape the ſury ofa Rival, whom his 
ill fortune hath ca#t into deſp-ir,but in yielding up the 
pretenſions you have to Cafſundra, and in diſpoling 
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her your ſelf to requite my paſſion. The gallarif 
Queen, and the couragious. Prince of Scy1hiz, were 
equally touched with their Enemies words; and if 
they feared their threats, they both fcared them for 
the perſon beloved, and not for their own danger ; 
yer did there appear an equal ſcorn in both their 
faces, and Oroondates his ſex gave him no advantage 
then above that generous Princeſs ; they both were 
opening thcir mouths to expreſs their thoughts at the 
lame time, butthe Prince, who ſaw the Queen was 
about to ſpeak, kept ſilence out of reſpec, and 
yielded that liberty firſt to her. TIdid not doubt,ſaid 
the to Ryxana, but that after having bcen ſtained 
wita crimes wherewith you have diſhonoured your 
Sex, and the rank you have held, and after having 
joyned in © confederacy againft the blood of your 
Princes, and ag-inſt the true friends of the King 
your Husband, with their murtherers, and poyſonets, 
you would give your ſelfover tothe extreameſt cru 
elties; 'tis a worthy end of your glorious begin- 
nags, andit were not fit you ſhould ſuffer her to 
continue longer in tie world, whom you could ne- 
verlook upon without ſhame, nor without remorſe; 
but you have becn much mittaken, if you, believed 
that by your menaces you could make me lofe what 
| hold athouſan times more dear than all that you 
can take away ſrom me ; your-ſub'ilties heretofore 
ſucceeded but too proſperouſly, but your cruelties 
ſhall not now have the ſame effec, and by yaur for- 
mer actions you have made my life too #l dear 
'o me, to think I can be terrified by yourthreatning 
o Ceprive me of it. The Prince of Scythia, as ſoon 
as the Queen tad ended theſe words, took his: time 
to ſpeak, anl looking upon Perdiccas. with:dildai 
Thefe wayes, ſaid he, whereby thou waſe 
m2 of my Princeſs, are worthy of the primer 
thy courage, and without doubt it hador Beck plo- 
rtous for thee to diſpute here againſt a Rival, byYhy 
blood, and by thy ſervices; thou wilt now'acqui 
her far more nobly, and thou makeſt thy ſelf. worthy 
of her inſerting forth thy valour againita Priſoner, 
agtint a man alone, and'bound, yet a, man who 
twice already Fas made thee flee, .and toWhom thou 
ar: twice indebted for thy life. Theſe words ſtung Per- 
ditcas in ſuch manner, that he ſcarce had power to 
contain hunſelf, but the refolution he had taken to 
comply with Rex.n: yet a little longer, made him 
delay the effeQs of his indignation. They that know 
me, anſwered he, will never believe that, I. fled be- 
forea Þ.:rbarian, and I diſown thoſe govd* Offices 
for which thou would'it have me be indebted to 
thee; bur this is not a place to decide that queſtion, 
and thowhait row no time but td think of the pro- 
poſitienT have made thee : If Seatira love thy life, 
ſhe mu{t now refolve upon it, cither by thy advice, 
or of her own accord. And if Or-ondares loves 
Sratira's, added Roxana, he has but a few mo- 
ments to determine abont the loſs or the preſervati- 
on of it. At theſe cruel wards,” theſe illuitrious and 


unfortunate Lovers ſaw themſelves reduced; to moſt 


miſerable terms, and all the conftancy wherewith 
they had fortified themſelves, was not able to de- 
fend them againſt too juit a forrow ; they both were 
abſolutely reſolved to die, and the Jove. of their own 
lives was not capable to touch them, but neither 
could ccnſent to the loſs 'of what they loved, and 
the reſolution they wetic to take nor biing ab! 
to ſettle it ſelf in their minds without great conteſtas 
tions, and preat violence, kept them for a white 
G£g9 56s . both 
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both ſilent and unmoveable ; yet did they make their 
eyes to ſpeak with looks that eloquently cnough ex- 
preſſed their thoughts; but when they had remained 
a while in that condition, the Prince fixing his upon 
the Queens face,with a moſt tender, and a moſt paſh- 
onate ation : My fair __ (ſaid he) you for the 
fafery of your life may follow thoſe ways that diſ- 
pleaſe you leait, but I for the preſervation of mine, 
will never ceaſe to love you. 

My dear Prince, (anſwered the Queen) you ſhall 
live, if you can live without me, but amfirmly re- 
ſolved to die for you, and yet I do not deſire you 
ſhould live for Roxana. No my Princeſs, (replyed 
Oroondates, I will not live for her, and now you ſet 
my death in ſuch a degree of felicity, that the moſt 
happy life inthe World could not be comparable to 
it ; but if you think it unjuit that I ſhould live for 
Roxana, I think it far more unjuit that you ſhould die 
for Oroondates, a thouſand lives like his are not of 
equal value to one moment of yours ; and you by 
_ theloſs of it, would make him purchaſe the glory 
you give him at too dear a rate.- Yet do I not in- 
treat youto live for Perdiccas,he is unworthy of ſuch 

a Fortune, nor will I dic for his advantage, but it 
may ſo fall out that the Gods may bleſs the remain- 
der of your dayes with a more happy condition, and 
that by the ſuccour of the Prince your Brother, and 
that of our valiant Friends, you may recover both 
'your liberty, and part of vour former Dignities. 
Defend her, Perdiccas, Iconjure thee, (purſued he) 
defend her a-'ainſt Roxana's cruelty, thou hait no 0- 
ther wy but that for the reparation of thy crimes ; 
by that thou maiit obtain the pardon of thoſe potent 
Enemies that areat thy Gates, and I molt freely for- 
give thee my death on that condition. Ah, (cried 
the Queen) unjuſt Oroondates | why do you envie 
me the laſt of my contentments ? and why will you 
oppoſe the only way that's left me to acquit my ſelf 
of part of what I owe you, and to put you out of the 
belief you had that I lov'd younot enough ? You have 
abanbon'd Kindred, Empire, Fortune, and Life it 
ſelf for me alone; you have expoſed ali. you have ſa- 
crificed all for me, and through the whole courſe of 
my life I never till this day was in a condition to let 
. you ſez how ſenſible I am of your love and ſervices; 
' my ill fortune, and\the calumnies of our Enemies 
thwarted the firſt acknowledgments I ow'd you; 
thoſe you may have defired from me ſince, have been 
oppoſed by my dutie, but now nothing hinders theſe 
laſt proofs I mean to give you of my affection ; they 
are permitted me, both by honour, and by the me- 
mory of 4lexander; and in ſhort I no longer fear to 
make that known to you by my death, which in 
-. times paſt the ſtare of my condition forbad me to ex- 
_ preſs by favours. ; 
#* » The Queen perhaps would have faid more, ifim- 
patient Perdiccas had not interrupted her, juſt when 
Roxana(as much tranſported as heY was about todo 
the fame, What, Madam, (ſaid he) with kis coun- 
tenance quite altered, is this then your final reſoluti- 
on ? and isthis allI at laſt can hope for from the 
indulgence which for your conſideration I have 
ſhewed unto my Enemy ? Yes Perdiccas, (anſwer- 
ed the Queen, ) this is my final reſolution ; the 
reateſt _—_ of all thy threatnings can never have 
the power to ſhake it, and in fine, 'tis by my death 
alone that thou canſt ſeparate me from Oroondares. 
"Tis rather by his, (cried Perdiccas) and all the con- 
fiderations in the world are not able to make me de- 
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fer it longer. Die (continued he turning toward the 
the Prince) die Barbarian, whom I have but too 
much ſpared, and reſtore me by thy blood the Quiet 
thou haſt rob'd meof, As he ſpake thus, he drew 
his ſword, and ſtepping forward to Oroondates, was 


going to thruſt it up to the -Hilts in his Body, when 


Roxana, who by his laſt words had foreſcen his ai. 
on,catch'd a Javelin from one of the Guard, and pre- 
ſenting it againſt Sr«tira's breaſt, Hold, (cried ſhe) 
hold Perdiccas, Statira's dead, if thou toucheſt 0. 
roondates, This word made Perdiccas pull back his 
armto turn his head toward Roxana; and ſecing her 
in that furious poſture, and the fair Queen in the ut- 
molt peril of her life, he remained ſuſpended between 
the motions of his anger and of his love. Oroonaates 


deſpiſing the death which he had before his eyes, did. 


not ſo much as take notice of Perdiccas his ation, 
but turning all his thoughts upon that of Zorana,and 
uponthe danger of his Queen, Ah Pergiccas ! (cri- 
ed he) the Queenisdead if thou run not to ſuccour 
her, deliver her out of Xoxaza's hands, and then 
give me my death with confidence. $Sratzr-'s con- 
itancy was not leſs than that of Oroondates, for look- 
ing upon Rox4nz with contempt, Strike, (ſaid ſhe) 
thou Daughter of Cohorcanms, itrike the Daughter 
of Darius, and the Wite of Alexander; and throngh 
this heart picrce the Image of Orovondates, who dif. 
dains thee. Theſe words of both were ab'e indeed 
to work ſome cffect upon their Enemies; but twas 
their love that carried it then above their anger, and 
they leſs deſired the death of what they hated, than 
they did the life of what they loved. Perdiccas 
quitting Orco-dates, caſt himſelf with a great deal of 
ſuddenneſs before Roxana's Javelin, and Roxana 
leaving her Rival, placed her ſelf between him and 
Oroendates, Thou ſhalt not die, (faid ſhe) and as 
ungrateſul as thou art, Ile defend thy life as careful- 
ly as 1aine own, I give thee but little thanks for 
that care, (replied Ororz2ates;) and all the fuccour 
I can receive from thee, cannot but be very odious 
to me, aſter having ſeenthee preſent that Javelin a- 
cainſt the breaſt of my Princeſs : I love Perdiccas a 


| great deal better, forall heis ſo much my Enemy ; 


and for his tenderneſs of my Queen, I eaſily pardon 
all his cruelty toward me; 'tis to him alone I ought 
to be obliged for my real ſafety, ſince this life which 
he aſſaulted is not conſiderable to me in compariſon 
of that which he defended. Roxana found matter 
cnough in this Anſwer to redouble her anger and her 
reſentment againſt Oroongares ; yet that reſentment 
could not perſwade her to give him up to the rage of 
Perdiccas ; nor could Cafſandra's ſcorn incite Pey- 
diccasto expoſe her tothe cruelty of Roxana. They 
looked upon one another with eyes enflamed with 
choler, and ſtood at the head of their Guards in 
the poſture of perſons ready todecide their conteſta- 
tions with the blood of their men. They for ſume 
time continued unreſolved, and perhaps the violence 
of their wrath would at laſt have carried them on to 


the utmoſt misfortunes, if Alceras and Peuceſtar, 


maugre the reſiſtance of thoſe that would have op- 
poſed it, had not entre then into the Chamber. 
Peuceſtas was very moderate, and Alceras not of 
a violent nature; they both were inſtantly amazed 
at the ſpectacle that preſented it ſelf unto their eyes, 
but they caſt off their A{ftoniſkment to remedy 
that diforder, and labour'd ſo ſucceſsfully in the 
buſineſs, that though they could not appeaſe 
Roxana and Perdiceas, they hindred them from 
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coming to greater extremities, and got Roxana to 
retire to the Palace with Oroondates. She had no ſoo- 
 pertaken that reſolution, «but darting a look at Per- 

diccas,full of the marks of her indignation : Remem- 
* ber, (ſaid ſhe) that thou haſt violated our Agree- 
ments firit,that thoy haſt loſt the reſpect thou oweſt 
me, and that thou haſt denounced war againſt me ; 
defend my Rival with all thy Forces, and aſſure thy 


| 
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ſelfT'le kill her evenin thy very arms, as thou be- 
fore my eyes wouldſt have taken away the life of 


what l loved. Iledoityet, (replyed Perdiccasg,nor 


ſhall all your Authority be able todivert me. Roxana 
gave no car unto theſe words, but making Oroondates 
goforth of the Chamber in the midſt ofher Guard,ſhe 
carried him back to the Palace in the ſame manner as 
he came. g | | 


The End of the Fifth Book, 


The Fifth and Laſt Part of 


mr 
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T laſt the day was come, wherein the 
fortune of many illuſtrious perſons 
was to reccive a memorable revolu- 
tion,and the deſtiny of thoſe of either 
party, after ſo many various events 
wasdrawing them on to verydifferent 

ends; till that time heaven had tolerated oppreſſion, 
and injuſtice, and feemed to have ſuſpended the 
courſe of its uſual providence, toYFe vertue matter 
to exerciſe it ſelf in ſo many great occaſions; but 
then it unveyled it ſelf to ſee more glearly what was 
done on Earth, and to change the condition of fo 
many perſons whom proſperity, or the adverſity 
of their affairs, had unjuſtly humbled or exalt- 
ed : We draw near unto the haven Cal:/ta, after a 
tedious navigation, but not without apprenending 
that defired Land,nor without fearing that my forces 
are unequal to the deſign I now have, to let you 
know the ſo much wiſhed for end of the Adventures 
of my gallant Heroes. 

Roxana was hardly gotten back to the Palace, 
whereſhe had putOroS8ndares under his formerGuard, 
and whither for her own defence, and for the purpoſe 
ſhe had to aſſault the life of her Rival, after baving 
taken order to ſecure that of O. condates, ſhe was 
calling the better part of thoſe forces that were 
at her Devotion ; when Caſſander went to Queen 
Statira's Houſe, followed by a good number of thoſe 
1m whom he had moſt aſſurance. The Queen was 
retired info her Cloſet, and Perdiccas with his 
Brother was yet in the Hall, ſo tranſported with 
anger, that he had ſcarce any reaſon or underſtand- 
ing left. Cafſinder who as he came in had heard 
the ſucceſs of that 14 Adventure, was no ſooner near 


him, but ſpeaking with an angry tone ; What Per-' 


| 


diccas, (ſaid he) have you thi made ſo ill uſe of the 
fair occaſion you had to revenge and fatisfie your ſelf; 
and have you let *ſcape an enemy who deſpites you, 
who braveg youto your face, and during whgſe life 
you can never hope for.any repoſe, or any content- 
ment in yourown ? [s it thus you uſe that authority 
we have given youamonglt us, anddo yowlook up- 
on Koxana as a ſlave to her greatneſs, and not as a 
companion in her authority ? Do you hope for Sta- 
tira from thoſe enemies that are at our Gates, and 
can you expect that from the uncertain iſſue of this 
war, which you do not obtain from a moſt certain 
and a molt abſolute power ? Ah, rather lay down 


the command you have received amongſt us, or elſe - 
| makeuſe of it in ſuch a way as may not draw upon 


you the ſcorn'of all your party. Go and require 
Koxana todeliver up'our common and your particu- 
lar enemy ; but require him of her in ſuch manner, 
that ſhe no longer maybe able to refuſe : go with all 
your forces to pull him from the place where ſhe's 
reſolved to defend him againſt you, and prevent the 
purpoſe ſhe has to force this houſe, that ſhe may 
take away the life of her Rival : I'le follow you thi- 
ther with all the itrength I can command, or rather 
Ple lead you on with fire and ſword, to enter the 
Palace where our enemy is ſhut-up ; you may bold- 
ly kill him when you have provided for the ſafety of 
the Queen your Love, and that fear which made you 
now to ſpare your Rival, will no more be able to re- 
tain you,when Roxana {hallno longer have any po- 
wer over hers. | | 
Let's march without any further delay, for 
Roxana is already preparing to aflault you ; ſhe 
draws together all the forces ſhe hath in Baby- 
lon, and if you give her the time to ger a greater 
GezZzese 3 - Grength, 
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ſtrength, you no longer will have any your ſelf to 


execute too hardyreſolutions. Caſfſander ſpake to 
 himonthis manner, and Perdiccas whoſe paſſion had 
driven him to the higheſt degree of blindneſs, had 
already fo great an inclination to follow his counſel, 
thathe hardly ſtaid forthe end of his Diſcourſe, to 
let him know he was quite perſwaded. Let's go 
Caſſander, (ſaid he) let's go whither ogg common 
reſentments call us, and if we cannot otherwiſe than 
by the bloud of our party, let us by that bloud gain 
'Statira, and Roxana which are refuſed us by all o- 
ther manner of wayes. Alcetas diſapproved that 
violent reſolution cf his Brothers, but durſt not op- 
poſe his will, and what repugnance ſoever he had a- 
Sainſt it, he was determining to goalong with them ; 
but Perdiccas deſired him to ſtay there with the-men 
that were under his command, and defend the Prin- 
ceſſes, in caſe Roxana ſhould cauſe any attempt 
to be made apainſt them ; ſo he went forth with 
Caſſander, after having given order to ſome that 
were about him to gather together thoſe men of 
whom he was moſt (red, ſending word to Art- 
genes and Teutamm that they ſhould rally the Argi- 
raſpides, in whom he had a greater confidence than 
in all the reſt,and ftay for him with Cafſanders Car:- 
ans at an alarm place that was at the end of the great 
Bridge, over which they were to paſs to go to Rox- 
ana's Paliace. Perdiccas his authority was ſuch, 
that no body could think ſtrange that he beat up his 
Drums through the whole |! own; nor did any body 
enquire whether it were to call the Souldiers to their 
arms againſt Roxana, or againſt the Enemy, Yet 
Roxana having heard of it,within a little time doubr- 
ed preſently of the truth. and judged of Perdiccas 
his intention by her own ; then all her paſſions were 
not {trons enough to ſecure her from fear, and ſhe 
with a great deal of diſcontent ſaw her ſelf conſtrain- 
ed to change the purpoſe ſhe had of aſſaulting, 
into that of the defenſive : ſhe with all imaginable 
ſpeed called thoſe ſhe truſted molt to her aſſiltance, 
the Perſians, the Parthians, and the Battriuns, 
were affeQionate to her ſervice; and among the 
Commanders ſhe was confident that NVeoprolomes 
and Andiagoras would take her part: but ſcarce had 
ſhe received into the Palace ſome of thoſe that were 
necefſaty for her defence, in the meantime while her 
friends without drew together the forces that were 
at their devotion, when ſhe heard that Peraiccas 
and Caſſander followed by a great many thouſand 
men, were marching toward the Pallace, along the 
Key, and were within two hundred paces of her 
gates. : Being deſirous to gain time to put her ſelf in 
a poſture of defence, and to make appear that ſhe 
was unjuſtly oppreſſed, ſhe thought beſt to ſend one 
of her ſervants to Perdiccas to know. his intention, 
. andamongſt them all ſhe choſe the falſe Arbares, 
who made himſelf one of the buſieſt about her in 
thatoccaſion : Arbates went out of the Pallace, but 


he was hardly got into the ſtreet when he ſaw the . 


armed bands advance with-Perdiccas and Caſſander 
atthe head of them. Arbares, though trembling at 
the Commiſſion he had undertaken, drew near Per- 
axeas to deliver bis Meſſage, but ſcarce had he open- 
ed his mouth when Caſſander looking upon him with 
an angry eye, Ah, (ſaid he) ſee there the worthy 
confident of Roxana's loves ; ſec the man that ſerves 
her in her affection to Oroondates, and that has alrea- 
dy betray'd me in employments wherein I have 
truſted him. Arbares was preparing ſome excuſe for 
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Caſſander, but he afforded him not the leifere, for 
catching him by the throat with his left. hand, he 


with his right ftabb'd a dagger twice up to the hilt 
in his body. Behold, (faid he) the firſt ſacrifice } 


offer to Koxana's ingratitude. - Perfidious Arbares © 


fell dead at the feet of Perdiccas, who had not time to 
prevent Caſſanders ſudden execution, and the Gods 
by a marvellous effect of juſtice, brought that diſloy- 
al wretch to be puniſhed for his treachery to his Ma- 
ſter, by his Maſters moſt implacable enemy. Aﬀer 
that action Caſſander not caring to diſſemble his in. 
tentions,ruſh'd before Perdiccas, and running to the 
Pallace gates, with furious cries,” made thoſe that 
defended them ſee he meant to open himſelfa paſſage 
by force. Yet being faithful to their Miſtreſs, they 
couragiouſly reſiſted his intention, and forming 2 
battalion before the barres, they preſently ſtopp'd 


the forwardeſt with a ſhower of Arrows : and in the | 


interim Perazccas ſent Tolas Caſſanders Brother with 
Teutanuw and Agiraſpides to the other gate of the 
Palace. 

This ſtrange diſunion of theſe Perſons who in pro- 
bability ought to have been inſeparably joyned toge- 
ther ag:1init thoſe potent Enemics that were before 
their walls, was undoubtedly a ſtroke of Divine 
Juſtice, and there was little likelihood that Love, 
Hatred, or Jealouſic could fo blindly precipitate 
them into ſuch great extremities. Roxana and Per- 
aiccasinthe whole courſe of their lives had appear- 
ed very prudent 1n their carriage, and without all 


queition it was the gods,who contrary to all humane 


appearances ſhut their eyes againſt all manner of 
conſiderations, and to puniſh them made them ſlaves 
unto their paſſions, which in another ſeaſon they 
would have been able to command. Roxana re- 


gardle's of the danger that might threaten her by the 


arrows ; was gotten out upon a Balcony over againſt 
the Gate, from whence ſhe could diftinCtly ſee her 
Enemtes, and at the ſame time Perdiccas appearing 
before his men, called out to Rexana's Souldiers to 
throw down their Arms, and not to oppoſe his 
paſſage, ſwearing they ſhould reccive no harm, and 


that he demanded nothing but Oroondates ; but on 


the other ſide they were animated by their Queen, 
who crying out to them that Peraiccas and Caſſander 
hadan intent againſt her life, mace them refolve up- 
on a couragious reſiſtance ; many men were ſlain on: 
both ſides with their Arrows; but within a while 
Caſſander and Peraiccas. truiting tothe number of 
their Forces, clos'd up to handy ſtrokes with their 
Enemies, and began another kind of Combat far 
more dangerous than the former. 7olas with Teuta- 
21 and part of the Argiraſpides was fighting in the 
ſame order at the other Gate, where they had found 
a like reſiſtance. EE” 

Then did Roxara ſee her ſeFFeduced to creat &X- 
tremities,the number of thoſe that defended the Pz- 
lace was ſmall in compariſon of her enemies, nor had 
ſhe any Commanders among them that were confi- 
derable,fince Veoprolemm and Andiazoras who took 
Arms for her, were in a remote part of the Town, 
where they were drawing their men together, yet 
did ſhe endeavour to excite thoſe ſhe had with her by 
her words, and pourcd forth all the reproaches a- 
gainſt Perdiccas and Caſſarder, that her rage could 
bring into her mouth. Baſe men, (cryed ſhe) do 
you turn your Arms againſt thoſe of your own Party; 
and againit your lawful Queen, in ftead of ufing 


them for the defence of your walls,againt-your mor- 


tal 
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tal enemies ? Hath Perdiccas loſt all that ſence of 
Honour and of Vertue, wh:ch heretofore made him 
to be conſidered ? and will Caffanderplainly declare 
ro all the world that heis indeed theMurderer and the 
Poyſoner of his King? The exaſperated Rox-na 
ſpake thus unto them, but they gave her no atrenti- 
on, and did ſo preſs upon thoſe with whom they 
fought, that after having killed part of them, the 
reſt were conſtrained to ſeek their ſafety within the 
Gate, and ſome of the Purſuers entred with them. 
Cafſander ruſhed into the firit Court with loud cries, 
and then Ro+ana quitted her Balcony. In the trou- 


. bles that perplexed her, ſhe knew not what refolu- 


tion it was beſt to take ; ſhe lov'd 'Oroondares too 
well to abandon him to the fury of his Enemies, 
though ſhe was ſure by that means ſhe might quiet 
all; but ſhe alſo lov'd him to well to endanger the 
loſing of him for ever by procuring his liberty. 
W hat ſhall I do? (ſaid ſhe in that cruel agitation of 
her thoughts) Shall I ſuffer my dear Orvondaresto be 
flain ? And ſhall I ſuffer his perfidious Enemies to ſa- 
tisfic themſelves by the deltruction of what love 
moſt dearly in all the World ? B.t again, ſhall I 
vive him the means to eſcape from me for ever, by 
giving him the means to ſave himſelf? and ſhall I ſo 
lightly cait away all the hopes which his Captivity 
had made me entertain ? She waverd for a while in 
this uncertainty, but within a little time ſhe had none 
left to employ. in ſuch conteltations ; the whole 
Court was full of Enemies, her men ſcarce mace 
reſiſtance any longer, and fora ſurcharge of misfor- 
tune, Jo1zs with the ſame ſuccels, forced his entrance 
at the other Gate, and marched to the aſſiitance of 
his Companions ; ſome. truſty men that were pla- 
ced upon the ſtairs defended the Aſcent with a great 
deal of courage, but their oppoſition could not be 
lons, and Roxana ſaw her ſelf reduced at laſt to 
take a ſudden reſolution : Wherefore ſhe then took 
that which was moſt reaſonable, and moſt confor- 
mable to her love, and leaving the Gallery from 
whence ſhe beheld the Combat: The Gods forbid, 
Monſters, (ſaid ſhe) that I ſhould give a Prince in- 
to your hands, whoſe life is worth more than a thou- 
fand ſuch as yours. Saying thus, ſhe ran immediat- 
ly to Oroondates his Quarter, which was yet made 
good by ſome of thoſe the had ſet to guard him, and 
calling for the Arms he had on when he was taken, 
which then were in his ante-Chamber, ſhe took 
ſome of them her ſelf, and giving the reſt to Zeſe- 


one, with a ſword which ſhe commanded from one 


of her Souldiers, ſhe went into her Priſoners Cham- 
ber. 


He at that time had his hands at liberty, for | 


they were unbound as ſoon as he came back unto 
his Lodging, but he was in great trouble at the noiſe 
he heard, and partly gheſling the cauſe, was ltketo 
dye with grief and anger toſee himſclfina condition 
that permitted him not to do any thing for the de- 
fence of his life : While he was inthe midſt of theſe 


violent diſquiets, RKox42a came into his Chamber. 
. O-oondates, (aid ſhe) as ingrateful as thouart, I 


have defended thee hitherto againſt thine Enemies 
with the peril of my life , but ſince my defence is 
not able-to ſecure thee, go fight thy ſelf for thine 
own ſafety ; ſee there thine Armour which I reſtore 
thee;-march on againſt {theſe cruel men that would 


-afyTnate'thee in my protection, and remember that 


W 


© TJ have rhade the conſideration of my interefts ftoop 
tg the care I have of thy life. . 
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This aCt of Roxana's Save Oroondates ocenſion to 
loſe fome part of his reſentments again(t her, noe 
would he have failed to teſtifie as much-roher by 
words, if ſhe herſelf would have given him leiſure; 
and if ſhe had not let him know that all the time he 
had was neceſſary for the putting on of his Arms; 
He therefore contented himſelf with proteſting as 
he received them from her hand, that he would not 
te unthankful for that obligation, and putting his 


. Cnirafſe on his back with the help of Heſione, and 


even of Roxana her ſelf, who needs would ſhare in 
that employment, he was quickly in the ſame eſtate 
wherein not many daies before he had ſtruck ſo great 
a fear into his Enemies. Then did he think himſelf 
invincible, and going from Roxana with an ation 
that cauſed aterroureven in her, heran, followedby 
thoſe of his Guard, whither he was guided by the 
noiſe of the fight. After he had croſſed the Gallery, 
he found thoſe on the top of the ſtairs, who yet were 
making good that paſſage, and who nevertheleſs be- 
gan to yield by little and little to the fury of their 
enemies, Before he could get tothem, he encour- 
aged them with an exceeding fierce cry, and at the 
ſame inſtant flying in amongtit them like a whirlwind, 
he ſhewed himſelf at the head of them in a poſture 
which froze the ſtouteſt of their Enemies hearts 
withfear. Courage my Friends, cricd he, I le fight 
with you, as you have fought for me, and if I muſt 
die amongſt you, I'le die like a man that will not 
give you cauſe to repent what you havedone for his 

ſafety. | | 

Theſe Words made him preſently known to both 

Parties, but his firit Actions gave mnch better marks 
toaffure them who it was ; and to ſtrike the greater 
terrour into his Enemies, he left the Beaver of his 
Cask half open, that they might ſce his face. Caſ: 
/arder had no ſooner caſt his eye uponit, but a dead- 
ly ſhivering ran through all his Veins, and Perdiccas 
hinſelf though he was va'iant, could not look upon 
him withont growing pale ; but their fears were re- 
doubled in them when at his two firſt blows they 
ſaw two men fall dead, who tumbled down the ſtairs 
to their very fect, and that at the fame time the 
Prince knowing who they were, threw himſelf up- 
on them through the midit of all their men, with a 
fury which nothing was able to oppoſe. Behold 
Oroondates, cried he to them, behold Oroondares, 
whom you have ſuch a mind to kill, come on valiant 
men, behold him now unbound, coming himſelf to 
ofter you this life you ſeek. Caſſander not daring to | 
ſtay for him, was gotten a gocd way intothe throng 
amonglt his Souldiers, and Perdiccas who knew that 
as valiant as he was, he could not eſcape him, and 
thatina more open and lefs advantageous place, he 
would not be able to defend himſelf long againſt 
the great. number of his men, thought beſt to em- 
ploy ſome of them to receive the firſt fury of his 
blows. 

The Prigce flying into the thickeſt of them, like a 
man that contemned his life, diſpatched them with 
the greater facility, becauſe he fought upon the higher 
ground, having the advantage of the place ; and he 
was fo conragiouſly ſeconded by thoſe that fell on 
with him, and by thoſe that had began the fight, thar 
after having waſhed the ſtairs in a ſtream of blood, 
he by little and little made his Enemies quit them. 
They fly, the Cowards (cried he to thoſe of his own 
Party they fly from a ſmall handful of men, but their 


like 


_ 
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like valiant Souldiers they ſhall loſe their lives in this 
Palace of their Queen, where they have ſlaughtered 


' your Companions. Saying theſe words, he ran 
+ uni wot the Chicf Commander of the Ar- 
grraſpides, whom he obſerved among the eagereſt 


of them , and brought down his ſword upon his 
head with ſuch 8 mighty force, that although the 
Cask could not be cleft by the edge, 'it was beaten 
into his skull by the weight thereof. Antigenesas 


firucken with a thunder-bolt, fell without ſence or. 


notion at the feet of his Companions, where he lay 
betas at all the paſſages of his head; his fall 
took away the courage of his men, and the Prince 
followed them ſo cloſe, that after having made them 
forſake the laſt ſteps of the ſtairs, he drove themon 
before him into the very Court : His fury did pre- 


cipitate him ſo that he ruſhed on thither like-a Lion; . 


but there it was Perdiccas delired to have him, and 
having imprudently engaged himſelf ih a place too 
ſpacious to keep his advantage in it, the Enemies 
began to lay hold on theirs; and at the ſame tinic 
Tolas and Teutamus appearing inthe Court with the 
reſt of the Aroiraſpides, he with a ſmall number of 
thoſe that ſtuck to him, was preſently environed by 
[titude. 
—_—_— who fromthe Gallery beheld that ſpecta- 
cle, found new matter in the Princes admirable acti- 
ons to redouble the love ſhe already bore him ; but 
ſhe could not ſee him in that extremity . of danger 
without giving her ſelf over toher ſorrow, nor with- 


- out repenting that ſhe had ſo long deferred to give 


him the means to defend himſelf, In the interim ſhe 
by her cryes declared the intereit ſhe had in his 
preſervation, and by her words encouraged thoſe 
few that were left with him, to perſiſt in hisde:ence 
to the laſt man, expecting the arrival of Neoprolemns 
and Ardiagoras, upon whom ſhe had grounded her 
lateſt hopes, and whoſe delay ſhe impotiently accu- 
ſed. Oroondates who looked for help from nothing 
but his ſword, knowing the fault he had committed in 
quitting the narrow paſſage, ftrove to repair it by 
actions altogether prodigious, and by the greatneſs 
of his blows ſent ſuch a terrour into his Encmies as 
made them not dare to come within the length of 
his ſword ; but inthe end ſome of thoſe that tought 
in his company being ſlain at his feet, and he hardly 
able longer to make reſiſtance, he being neither im- 
mortal nor invulnerable, was even ready to be over- 
whelmed with number, when a great noiſe was 
heard at the Palace Gate, and preſently after Se/eu- 
c4 centred at the head of his Macedonians. That 
gallant man having by the care he took heard the 
Princes danger, and the horrible violence of Perdic- 
cas and Caſſander, had ftifled all the remaining con- 
fideration he had of them, and was reſolved to pro- 
ceed no longer with them, but as his mortal enc- 
mics. He had found Nearchus his mind ſuitable 
to his, and at the ſame time, having ſent Orders to 
their men who kept themſelves in a readineſs for 
their firſk Command, they quickly wefe in arms 
to ſerve them ; but their prudent Leaders well un 
deriſtood that with them alone they could never be 
able to defend themſelves againſt all the Fortes that 
were in Babylon, and remembring the advertiſement 
they had given Araxes, they had divided their men, 
and Nearchu was gone with half of them towards 
that Gate they intended to open to Perdiccas his E- 
nemies, after having placed men with red Enfigns 
upon the Wallsto give the Signal they had promiſed 


Part V. 
Araxes,while Seleucus marched toward the Palacety 
ſuccour Oroonaates, He was gotten thither juſt at the 
time when his aſſiſtance was moſt neceſſary having 
forced the reſiſtance of thoſe thatwithſtood his paſſage 
and having overthrown all them that would have hin. 
dredhis entrance, he broke into theCourt, where with 
his ſword in his hand he hewed out his way to the 
Prince through the midſt of Perdiccas his Souldiers. 
The fright that ſeizcd them at his arrival opened the 
throng that encloſed the Valiant Prince; and gave 
him liberty to ſee him, which he no ſooner did \ but 
defiring to make himſelf known, Courage brave 
Oroonaates, (ſaid he) behold Selexcws your obliged 
friend is come to reſcue you or dye with you. Say- 
ing theſe words he laid about him ſo furiouſſy that at 
laſt he got upto him, and placed himſelf by his ſide. 
Oroondates ſecing ſo powerful arelief, immediatly 
aſpired to Victory, and receiving Selenczes with a cr 

of acknowledgment; we have conquered, (faid he) 
ſince Seleucxs takes our part: The place where 
they were, and the employment that took them up 
would not permit a longer diſcourſe, bnt they both 
fought with ſuch wondrous valour, and Sclcxc: his 
men ſeconded them with ſuch coura;e, that within 2 
little time thoſe of Perdzice.w his fi3e began to quit 
the place, andeven he himſelf grounding his hopcs 
upon the reſt of their Forces that were drawing to- 
gether, went out of the Court -with C:fſander, and 
left it free unto the Conquerors. They drove him 
into the next Market place, and into the ſtreets there- 
abouts with an excecding fierceneſs, but ſcarce was 
he out of the Palace, and gotten upon a Horſe that 
was held ready for him, to go himſelf and fetch up 
the reſt of the Forcesthat were at his devotion, when 
he ſaw Neoptolemm and Andiagoras, who with four 
or five thouſand Perſians, Baitrians, and Parthians, 
were marching to afſiſt Roxana. Perdiceas knew 


very well they came not todo him ſervice, but being 


prudent he found a way to make fhem change their 
intention. You come molt opportunely to relieve 
the, Queen, ( ſaid he) Selercms with his men has for- 
ccd the Palace ; he has freed Oreondares, and now 
both of them together follow'd by Sclencrm his 17a- 
cedonians,and the Souldiers of Nearcin ard 1.cong- 
145, are Maſtcrs of the place, which they have made 
us quit by the death of our Companions ; The Town 
is loſt if we take not ſome ſpeedy courſe, for certain- 
ly this treachery of Scleucs and Nearchitz, 1s not 
without holing ſome intelligence with our Ene- 
mies, While Peraiccas was ſpeaking on this man- 
ner, they ſaw Peace5/25 come gallopping as fait as 
poſſibly he could, who as ſoon as he was near, cricd 


_ out to them, that the Enemies were falling on at the 


Gates,and were ready to force them open by the aſ- 
ſiftance of Nearchas,who with above three thouſand 
men did all he could to facilitate their entrance, and 
to kill all thoſe that offered to oppoſe it. 

This news troubled Peraiccas exceedingly, and 
abſolutely changed the intentions of Neoptolem us 


and Andiagoras,who united themſelves immediatly 


with Perdiccas, forgetting the conſideration of thoſe 
petty diflerences he had with Xoxara, to joyn their 
forces againſt their common enemies for the defence 
of their lives. Neoprolemns went preſently away 
with half their men, to defend the gate which was 
aſſaulted by NVearchus within, and by the enemies 
without. Perd:ccas and Andiagoras. with the relt 
marched again!t Orcundares and Scleuens ; and- Per- 
ceſtas ran up and Cown throvgh the whole Town 9 
make 
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make the Inhabitants take Arms, and lead them to 
the defence of their gates and walls, Perdiccas re. 
turned very ſeaſonably to reinforce his men, who 
at [aſt did nothing but flic before their Conquerors; 
but that ſupply changed the form of the combat, and 
they began to face about, whom the image of death 
a os had tcrrified, 

The Prince of Scythia and his valiant Compani- 
on loit not courage for that accident, but animating 
their men by their wordsand by their example,made 
them reſolve generouſly to diſpute the victory ; ne- 
ver did warrioxs fight with ſo much reſolution, and 
all that Oroondares and Selencrzs had done in the late 
battel, was not comparable to their actions then. 
The number of their enemies was greater than theirs, 
but the valour of Commanders made ameads for that 
defect, aud held the combat ia much equality ; 


nay they were beginning to have ſome hope of the 


better, when Cafſunder who was gone out of the 
| hurly-burly a while beiore,came to aiſault them with 
the Exeryeresand the Pelaſo:ans, The ſon of de- 
ceaſed Arijion (who Gdied the day before of the 
wound he h14 received from /700nd4ares,) came at 
the ſame time another way with above three thou- 
ſand men. 

At the arrival of ſo coniiderablea ſi.pply. Peratrc- 
cas no tonger doubred but he ſhould conquer, an1 
the two valiant Princes no longer doubted but they 
ſhould be {11in; Scicucus received that knowledge 
firſt, but he re-eived it wichout changing counte- 
nance, and looking upon Oroondares whom that ant- 
mated, in {tead of danting him. Brave Prince. ſaid 
he, we mult die, but 1 do not grudge my life, ſince 
[ loſe it for the defence of ſo gallant a man, Oroo#- 
dates had not time to reply, becauſe he was charged 
by Caſſunder and his men, who eager of his death 
ruſhed headlong upon him with more reſolution than 
beiorc;/o/as was one of theforwardeit,and the Prince 
knowins whohe was, flew ſo ſuddenly at him, that 
his fatal ſword finding paſſage through his body, in 
a place ill defended by his Arms,appeared all bloody 
on the other ſide, and laid Caſſurders brother dead 
at the foot of his companions. Behold (cricd the 
Prince, ſeeing him fall) behold a victime which I 
offer to the Ghoſt of Alexander, and a juit executi- 
on of one of his pertidious poyſoners. 

Theſe words, and the death of eas, pierced ſo 
deeply into Caſſunder, that defpiling the danger 
there was in coming near his enemy, he would have 
run to meet a certain deltiny inthe point of his Arms, 
if many of his men hadnot interpoſed, who all fal- 
ling at once upon the Pririce, reduced him to the 
greateſt extremities, in which he had ever heen, 
Many of thoſe thar fought for him had already lo(t 
their lives, and the reit forced by the abundance of 
their enemies, gave ground apace, defending them- 
ſelves, and compell'd their valiant leaders, either to 
retire with them. or let their Enemies have the fa- 
tisfaction of taking away their lives too eaſily, Se- 
leuchi4, who had yet ſome hope in Nearcbws, 
counſelled the Prince to yield a little to the mul- 
titude, and by that advice obliged him to retreat 
before a world of enemics that hotly proſecuted 


him; he quitted the place to them with a preat. 


of trouble , but {till ſhewing them a fearleſſe 
countenance, and keeping rhem at # di{tance 
from him by the greatneſſ: of his blows ; they 
drove him back. on that manner to the end of a 
{trect that brought them to the Key,and there having 
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more liberty to enlarge their front, they put them 


in greater danger than before, He till retired from 
them with Selercas, and till the ſmall nunber of 
his men made oppoſition, till they came to the great 
itone Bridge that divides the Town into two equal 
parts; that place was ſomething favourable to them, 
for ſpreading their ſouldiers the whole breadth of the 
Bridge, they put themſelves in ſuch a poſture, that 
they could not be charged any where except in front; 
but wearineſs began toleſſen their-ftrength, though 
they had yet bcen ſo fortunate as to have received but 
very little harts,and it was evident that without ſome 


ſpeedy ſuccour, they could not protract their fate 


much longer. 

In the mean while, Roxana had no ſooner ſeen her 
Pallace clear of Enemies, but ſhe went down into 
the Court, where ſhe had rallied all the men ſhe 
could ſee ina condition to fight ; ſhe yet found three 
or four hundred, and at the ſame time faw ſeven or 
cight hundred Draches, and Arz2ans, who were 


| coming up with great affection to ſerve her, and who 


among all other Nations were they on whom ſhe had 


_ the greateſt power; ſhe then reſolved to make uſe 


of it, to requite Perdiccas in his own kind, and in 
taking revenge upon a man that had offended her, 
take alſo the life of her Rival, deprive her of the 
means of drawing benefit from the liberty ſhe had 
given to Oroondates, I have ſaved my ungrateful 
Scythian, ſaid ſhe, from the cruelty of Perdiccas; 
but I do not mean Srarrra ſhall be the better for his 
ſifety; andif I had not ſaved him for my ſelf, I will 
be ſure not to have ſaved him for my Rival. With 
theſe words, ſhe placed her ſelf at the head of thoſe 
men, and after they had loudly proteſted to her 
that they wou'd follow her any whither without con- 
{ideration, ſhe marched in fury towards the houſe 
where the two Princeſſes were kept. Alceras had 
{taid to guardit for ſome time, but when he thought 
there was nothing more to be feared from Roxana, 
and that he had heard Seleucus with his men were 
fighting with Perdiccas, and that earch was gone 
to ſet the gates open to the enemy, he believed he 
could no longer itay with honour in that houſe, while 
all his Cornpanions were engaged in fight; wherefore 
leaving three hundred of his men to defend it, he 
marched away with the reſt to ſcek ih what place his 
a\l{tance would be moſt neceſſary. No ſooner was 
he gone but furious Roxana came, and preſently 
ſecing the gate was guarded, ſhe commanded her 
ſoudiers to break in, and putall to the ſword thar 
made refiitance. They found a great deal more than 
was expected from the ſmall number of their ene- 
mies ; for being valiant men, and faithful to Alcet a, 
they with ſucceſs did long make uſe of the advant- 
age of the place, to ſupply the difference in number : 
they ſhot arrows excecding faſt from the top of the 
Gate, and from the windows, and kept their ene- 
mies a great while in play by thatdefence ; but they 
at lait were ſo encouraged by Roxana's Cries, that 
inſpight of all oppoſition they got up to the gates, 
and having beatenthem open, entrcd the Court, and 


drove gecetas his ſouldiers as faras the ſtairs; there 


they made head agiin, to win time for the coming 
of relief, and there ſlew a great many of Roxana's 
men, and ſtopt their progreſs a good while longer, 
The fair Queen Srarira, and the Princeſs her fi{ter, 
having heard that noiſe, and partly gheſſ2d the cauſe 
of it, ran to a window that looked into the Court, 
and there they ſaw cruel Rewana, who was come in 

thither 
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thither, after her men had made th-mſelves maſters 
of it, and who by mciting words prefled them {till 
forward to an abſolute victory. Thar ſight begot 
not ſo much fear in thoſe great Princeſſes, as to 
make the ftoop 10 any thing unworthy. of their 
great courage z and the illuitrious Widow of Alex- 
ander , beholding her cruel Rival with diſdain : 
Compleat thy crimes, Roxana, (cried ſhe,) carry 
them onto the highett d:gree, and if thou hat aban- 
doned Oroondares to the rage of Ferdiccas,wreak thy 
malice without further delay upon her whom, he a- 
bandons unto thine ; ti'ou never oughtelt to hope 
that 0r00n4tcs, If he be alive, can love a Monlter, 
black with ſo many horrid crimes, and if thou can'it 
reapno other advantage by my death, thou at leaſt 
maylt thereby revenge the contempt he ha's of thee, 
Roxana heard theſe words diſtinctly enough, but 
being they put her to confuſion by the knowledge of 
her faults, ſhe made no anſwer, and heartned up her 
men in ſuch a mauner, that in the end their enemies 
were conitrained to quit the ſtairs, and retire diſor- 
derly into the Hall, Thither they purſued them 
with ſuch haite, that they had not time to ſhut the 
door, and there deſpair made them fight a little lon- 
ger, which was a means to retard, but not divert 
Roxana's intentions. Then did theſe two great 
Princeſſes no longer doubt but that the end of their 
life was come, ycr in that fear they did not any thing 
that mis-became their greatneſs; andif they made 
ſhew of any grief, *twas only out of a ſence where- 
with nearneſs of blood and aftteCtion inſpired them 
mutually. The Queen embracing the Princeſs her 


' ſitter, and bathing her face with tears ſhed out of love 


to ber. Dearſiter, (ſaid ſhe) if itpleaſe the Gods 
that you ſurvive me as there 1s ſome likelyhood 
you may, ſince Koxana ha's no cauſe at all to defire 
your death, and if they alſo permit Oroondates to 
outlive me, afſure him, dear fijter, that my lait 
thought was th t of keeping my ſelf his by my death, 
and that this de. this dearer to me receiving it for his 
ſake, than the Empire of the whole World with any 
other man. Give him this aflurance, deareſt ſiſter, 
if you love me, and for that of my friendſhip, re- 
ceive this lateit kiſs. The fair Pa-:/arzs whom her 
own danger had but little 8firighted, was not: able 
to hear the Queens words, nor to behold her acti- 
on, without falling from her conſtancy of mind, ard 
receiving her embraces with a tenderneſs which ſhe 
teſtified by preſſing her cloſely between her arms ; 
Madam, (ſaid ſhe) lay no command upon me to be 
performed after your death, ſince the reſolution [ 
have taken not to ſurvive you a moment, diſpences 
with me for all the obedience I owe you. As ſhe 
had ended theſe words, they both heard a greater 
noiſe than the former, and then it was they believed 


-for certain, that ail thoſe who had fought for their 


defence, were. utterly defeated, and that they had 
nothing more to do but to offer up their brealits to 
the enemies ſword. | 
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That which paſſed in the heart of the Town, hath 


hindred us from relating what was done upon the 
Skirts of it,and what an alteration the affairs of B:by- 
lon then received. Mearchus with his men was 
gone down to the Gate which Crater was to al- 
{ault; and at the ſame time had cauſed Enfigns to be 
ſet upon the Walls, and by the ſound of many 
Trumpets rouz'd the Camp, which with marvellous 
impatiency expected ſo defired a fignal. The firit 
that eſpied it had carried the news with loud cries to 


| 


Part, Y, 
their Commanders, and all thoſe famous warriours 
had reccived it with extraordinary joy. The valiant 
Prince of Perſia, Lyſimachw, and all the reſi of 
their Companions, had in a moment Put on their 
Arms ; and in almoſt as little time their forces 
who waited for that command, were ina readineſs 
to march, Prince Artaxerxes, followed by Lyſe- 
machu, Ptolowems, Orontes, the brave Thaleſtr;s, 
young Demetrius, and Theodates, was advanced 
with fifteen thouſand Aacedonians, Thracians, and 
Egyptians, to Crater his Gate where the fignal 
was ſetup ; and to make a diverſion to facilitate thcir 
defign, Oxyartes, Anticonus, Eumenes, and Poly. 
perchon fell on at other four, Never did great Ar. 
ſaces appear ſo fierce and terrible as that day, at the 
gates of Babylon, nor ever did Lyſimachus employ 
his valour with greater ſatisfa&tion, nor with grcat- 
cr hope, then at that time for the liberty of P2r:/;- 
tis, Nearchus fought on the inſide againſt thoſe 
that defended the gate, and though their number 
was little different trom his, he preſſed them in ſuch 
manner, as made them ſoon deſpair of victory. 
Artaxerxes and his Companions batter'd the gates 
in the mean time with their Rams, and the ſmall re- 
ſitance they found, by reaſon their enemies were ſo 
employcd within, ſuffered them quickly to make a 
breach large enough to be entred. Lyſtmachs was 
the firit that broke in at it, and would needs expoſe 
himſelf to the firit danger, before Prince Artaxcyxes 
who ruil'd in next; they two were preſently fol- 
lowed by all the reſt, and Nearchas no ſooner ſaw 
them appear, but aiſcovcring himſelf to them by a 
joyful cry, he crove the terrour of their enemies to 
the utmoit extremity. They that firſt oppoſed the 
fury of the Prince oi Perfia and his Companions, 
loit their lives gloriouſly by the hands of thoſe re- 
nowned men, and inthe mcan while their Souldiers 
centred ruſhing after them ; and when they were 
abſolute maiters of the Gate, they let down the 
Bridge, and opened a large paſſage to their ſqua- 
drons, 

All they that had oppoſed Vearchrs were cither 
killed or taken flight, when Neoprolemus with his 
men came up to their relief, but he came only to 
lead them on to ſlaughter, for the conquering Princes 
falling furiouſly upon them, covered the ſtreets with 
manzledbodies,& made the channels run with blood. 
Neoprtolemus was one of the firit that charged Prince 
Artaxerxes, but he found his irength to be far une- 
qual, and though he lolt nor his life by that unreſiſt- 
able hand, he received fo weighty a blow, that not 
being able to ſuſtain it, he fell among the flain with 
all the ſigns of a dying perſon; his men no longer 
made oppoſition, and they that could eſcape the 
Conquerors hands, fought the preſervation of their 
lives by flight. The Son of Darizs had no ſooner 
gotten to joyn with Nearchm, and teſtified his ac- 
knowledgments at that meeting, but helearn'd from 
him the canger Oroondates was in, and not being 
able thcn to give way to other thoughts ſave thoſe 
of ſuccouring his dcar Brother, he advanced with 
part of his Forces towards the Palace, and leſt others 
the care of opening the gates that were afſavited by 
Antigonus, Oxyartes, Enmenes, and Peolyprrcheon. 
Such was the deſtiny of Zabrion, and the giviſionof 
thoſe that commanded in that ſtately City, having 
drawn all the Souldiers to their Factions, left almoſt 
none at al] for the defence of the Gates and Walls, 
and then the Conquerors roved ail about with as 
much 
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-wrongs reveng'd, and how many lives were ſacrifi- 
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much liberty as if they had had no Enemies to fight j fore you had condemn'd to death ? Have youforgot 
with. Art4xerxes had marched part of the way | I am your Rival ? And do you ſo eaſily reſign Srars- 


which led toward the Palace, when by ſome Souldi- | 


r2 and Rexana to me ? Scarce had he ſaid theſe 


ers that caſt themſelves at his feet, he heard how | words, but he repented. that he had ſpoken'them, 


Roxana was then employed, and in what danger | 
the Queen, anJ the Princeſs her Siſter were, unleſs ; 


they had ſome ſpeedy ſuccour : This News troubled 
the Prince extreamly, but Ly/zmachts had no ſooner 


heard it, but tranſported with the fury which his paſ- 


fion inſpired, he parted from him, taking ſome of | thei! 
tight yet once again with more advantage. 


his men along, and marching with a marvelous haite 
to relieve his Princeſs, left him at liberty to aſlitt his 
Brother. He was not a little comforted by Lyſ#n:a- 
chus his reſolution , knowing the Valour of that 
Prince, and judging well that his Silters could not 
defire a more generous Champion, and proſecuting 
his former deſign with a deal of di:igence, ' he came 
to the end of the Bridge, where the Prince of Scy- 
rhia, and brave Seleucus defended their lives with 
very lit:le hope of ſafety. They were already ſo ex- 
ceeding weary, that they were hardly able to lift 
their ſwords, and their weakneſs having redoubled 
the courage of Perdiccas and Cafſunder, made them 
a great deal bolder in affailing them, They were 
going to ſummon their utmolt Forces together, that 
they might finiſh the combate with their death, when 
caſtins an eye to the other end of the bridge, they 
heard the cries of their Enemies, and ſawthem ap 
peared at the ſame initant, Arraxerxes running up 
toward Oroondates with an incomparable ſwiftneſs : 
Courage, (cryed he) dear Brother, youarea Con- 
queror, and your Enemies are defcated. He had 
hardly ended theſe words when he was gotten to his 
fide, and with him Or-ontes, Demetrius, Thaleſt1s, 
and the faithful Thesdates followed by many thou- 
ſand Souldiers. 

As Oroondates and Seleucus recovered ſtrength 
by that relief which was then ſo neceſſary tothem, 
their Enemies were ſo terified by the knowledge of 
their misfortune, and of the loſsof their City,and of 
the ruine of their Party, that they werealmotlt quite 
defeated without the trouble of fighting. Yet did 
their Officers labour to encourage them, though not 
to ſuch a degree, but that they preſently quitted 
the Bridge, and retired to a more open place, where 
they gave the Princes a greater liberty of defeating 
them, The ſlaughter then was ſuch, that in many 
places the blood ran down the Key into the Exphra- 
zes, and the reſentment of thoſe Warriours whoſe 
livesa while before were in ſo great an extremity, 
madeit ſelf known then by moſt bloody tokens. O 
Statira\ O Prince of Scyrhia! how fully were your 


ced to their reparation ? The Son of Ariſton, who 
to revenge his Fathers Death, had appeared moſt 
eager in ſeeking that of Prince Oroondares, loſt his 
reſentments with his life, which was gloriouſly cut 
off by the ſword of Great Arſaces, The Prince of 
the Maſſagetes, and the Son 8  Antig onus ſlew a 
very great number of them, the fair A»94z07e Queen 
made her ſelf remarkable by a thouſand valiant Acti- 
ons, and Theodates plainly ſhew'd by his, how wor- 
thy he was of Arſaces his aftetion ; but Oroondates 
in whoſe remembrance the cruelties of Perdiccas 


and Caſſander was very freſh, ſought them every 
where amonglt their men, and made thoſe hated 
names reſound which way ſoever he turned. W here 
are your valiant men ? (cried he)isthe hot defire you 


had totake my life ſo quickly cooled ? And,do you 
flee ſo ſoon from thoſe whom but a few minutes be-, 


as thinking them contrary to modeſty, and judging 
that a ſoul like his, ought not to have grown proud 
upon the change of his Fortune: Yet were they over- 
heard by Perdiccas and Caſſander, though they had 
thrult themſelves among(t their men, whether it 
were to prolong their lives, or to ſeek means to 
Peratc- 
c.5, who indeed was valiant among the valianteſt, 
could riot without ſhame hear thoſe reproaches from 
his Enemy, and at the ſame time conſidering the 
condition he was in, the defeat of his Forces, the 
taking of the Town, and the loſs of thoſe pretenſi- 
ons he had had upon Caſſinara, he believed he no 
longer ought to love his life enough. to ſave it by an 
act of Cowardiſe, and in that thought, inſpired ei- 
ther by his courage, or by his deſpair, he ruſhed 
once more belore his men, and calling Oroondates 
with a loud voice, he drew him preſently to meet 
him : but before they cameto blows, Perdiccas de- 
mandeJ a little attention, and having obtain'd it of 
the Prince by the power he had amongſt his Souldi- 
ers. Behold Pera:ccas whom thou ſeekeſt (ſaid he) 
if he had kill'd thee when he could have done it, he 
needed not have fear'd he ſhould have been ſlain by 
the hands of thoſe abour thee ; but if thou art true- 
ly generous, and truly worthy of Statira, whom ill 
fortune forces me to abandon to thee, thou wilt en- 
deavour either to take my life, or to defend thine 
own without advantage: Thy Friends and mine 
ſhall be witneſfles of the lait actions of one of us, and 
though perhaps the uſage thou haſt found from 
me, does not oblige thee to obſerve the Rules of 
Generolity toward me, thou mayeſt remember that 
| preſerv d Caſſandra for thee, and that but for me 
ſhe had not now been in the World. | 

The Prince of Scythia's fury was ſo moderated by 
theſe words of his Enemies, that he partly laid aſide 
the deſign he had againſt his life, and looking upon 
him with a milder countenance. lr is true, (ſaid he) 
that thy actions might excuſe mine well enough, 
which way ſoever I ſhould ſeek to revenge my ſelf - 
but that which thou haſt lately done for the ſafety 
of my Princeſs, breeds in me ſo great a confiderati- 
on of thee, that I not only will forbear to aſfailthy 
life with odds, but will freely give it thee, if thou 
wilt receive it from me. No, replied Perdiccas, 
the Friends and Kinſmen of Alexander the Great 
donot uſe to receive their lives from their Enemies, 
and *twill ſuffice to confirm me abſolute in the opini- 
on I have of thy Vertue, if thou ſecure me againſt 
thy men, and make the conqueſt of Srarira, and 
the defeat of Perdiccas to be the merit of thy ſingle 
Valour, 

Oroondates, without further reply, turning to- 
ward Arſaces and his Companions. Dear Bro- 
ther, and you my Generous Friends, (ſaid he) you 
love my glory too well to envy me the occaſions to 
preſerveit; I by all your friendſhip. toward me beg 
liberty of ighting with Perdiccas upon equal tearms; 
and if it pleaſe the GodsI die by his hand, let me 
conjure you by the ſame friendſhip, to let him have 
his life and liberty for the prize of his Victory. Ar- 
taxerxes, and his Companions, who in all Oro- 
ondates his actions admired the greatneſs of his 
Courage, yiclded to his deſires, which perhaps 
they would not ſo eaſily _ _— their confidence 

in 
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in his Yalour had not ſecured them againſt the fear 

they might have beet in for the ſucceſs of the Com- 

bate. The conquring Part, and all that yet were 

left of the conquered, ſtood in a manner unmovable 
to be the Spectators of it, and then did thoſe two E- 
nemies precipitate themſelves upon each other with 
an animoſity which plainly made- appear what the 
ifſue of their fight would be. Oroondares was wea-. 
ried with the toil he had undergone, and wounded, 
though lightly in ſome few places, yet that diſad- 
vantage was ſeen but little, and his anger did { tir 
him up, that Perdiccas, as valiant as he wasS,quick- 
ly perceived his blood run down in many parts of his 
body. Oroondates his friends beheld thoſe happy 
beginnings with a great deal of joy, but Perdiccas 
loſt not his courage with his blood, for he ruſh'd'up- 
on hisEnemy with a fury, which without doubt would 
have been fatal to any other man. Yet was he ut- 
terly weakned preſently after, by athruſt which he 
received into the body, and the Prince who ſaw him 
in ſuch a condition, that he could no longer fear him, 
took pity of his fortune, and retiring two or three 
ſteps : Thou art no longer able, (ſaid he) to diſpute 
the victory againſt me, but receive thy life, which 
Latn willing to leave thee, and of which 1 will have 
as great a care as thou could(t defire from a friend. 
My life, (replied P-r4:cc25) is no longer at thy dif- 
poſing, nor can I, but with it, give up Srariraand 
the victory. Attheſe words he ſtrove all that poſſi- 
bly he could to flie upon his enemy, but his ſtrength 
abſolutely forſook him ; and afier having ſtaggered 


a while. he fell at his feet, where his life and blood 


ran forth tog-ther.Thus 4ied the greatelt of all Alex- 
anders ſacceſſors, ani the Gods to five a territle 
example of their juitice, decreed he ſhould be ſlain 
in thatſame town wherein he had unworthily abuſed 
his power, and by the hands of that ſame Enemy, 
whoſe death he a few moments before had attempted 
with ſo much injuſtice and inhumanity. He was a 
mian of excellent natural parts, but his paſſions had 
extinpuiſhed them, and the glory of his former acti- 
ons was much eclipſed by the laſt minutes of his lie. 
His pride was humbled at the feet of his Conqueror, 

but the Prince being moved with pity, kneeled down 
upon one knee cloſe by him, and was putting up the 
Beaver of hisCask to ſee if he were yet in a condition 
to receive aſſiſtance; when Caſſander, enraged by 


the loſs of his friend, or rather his deſpair, com- . 


ing from inonge his men with his ſword up, fell up- 
on the compaſſionate Prince.and while he was in that 
poſture charged him with ſo weighty a blow,as made 
. him fink upon the pale dying face of Perdiccas, and 

but for the goodneſs of his helmet, would perhaps 
have put him in the ſame condition, Oroondartes get- 
ting upagain in very great fury, would have run to 
take revenge, bur he was already prevented; for 
amonglt thoſe many that were animated againſt Ca/- 
ſander for that baſe foul play, the Valiant Thale/tr:s, 


 'who knew him, and who til] was ſenſible of the 


injuries he had done her in her firſt combats 
againſt Orontes, made at him with a threatning cry, 
* and with the firſt ſtroke ſhe gave, having cut the 
ſtraps of his Cask, his head remain'd unarm'd and 
bare to the eyes of all his Enemies, 

The fair Queen who remembred with what cruel- 
ty he formerly hadruſh'd upon her with his horſe,af- 
ter having thrown her down with a violent ſhock, was 
lifting up her arm to give him a death which he, had 


- 


but too juſtly deſerved, when Oromres knowing him, 
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and calling to mind their ancienQendſhip, received 
the blow upon his Shield, and ſtepping before- her : 
Madam, (faid he) give me Caſſanaers life I beſeech 
you : And you Caſſander, (continued he) yield your 


ſelf to Oroztes who was heretofore your Friend, 0. 


rontes obtained his defires from both, the fair Queen 
conquered her indignation to grant her dear Orontes 
what he demanded, and Caſſander preſenting his 
ſword unto Oroxtes, did by that ation ſtop all thoſe 
that were already turn'd againſt him. 


W hile theſe things happen'd Lyſrmachus and Pro. 


lomerns had run with their men to the houſe where the 
great Princeſſes of Perſia were reduced to the utmoſt 
peril of their lives; and Roxara's Souldiers, after 
having fill'd the Hall with dead bodies, were ready 
to break open theif Chamber door, when the two 
Princes came. It would be hard to tell all the par. 
ticulars of their ations. Zyſrmachus excited by his 
paſſion found no reſiſtance capable to ſtop him, he 
made himſelf way with his ſword through the thick- 
c{t ofhis Enemies, and the violence of his wrath kav- 
ing for that time ſuſpended part ofthe pity which was 
natural to him, : he ſacrificed thoſe cruel! men with 
pieaſure, to the remembrance of thoſe injuries they 
would have done to Pariſatis. After having cover'd 
the whole Court with ſlaughtered carkaſſes, he made 
himſelf Maſter of the ftairs, and from thence paſſing 
ints the Hall. he there proſecuted his Victory, and his 
revenge with ſuch ſucceſs,and Prolomens with his <ol- 
diers feconded him ſo couragiouſly,that withina li'tle 
time they were both Conquerors, and revenged of 
their Enemies whom they put almoſt all to the edge 
of the ſword. That ſight was horrible,& all that houſe 
overflowed with blood, when Lyſmachus finding no 
more obſtacles in his paſſage, broke open the ſame 
doors his Enemies had afſaulted,and entred ali bloody 
into the Queens Chamber. At that object thetwo 
great Princeſſes reſo: ved abſolutcly for death, and de- 
firing to receive it both together, they lock'd cach o- 
ther in cloſe embraces, which they®tlieved to be their 
laſt.In that poiture they cat their eyes upon Ly/tma- 
chrs,who out of reſpeCt had made a ftand as ſoon as 
he was come intotheChamber,and thcEquipage they 
ſaw him in having confirm'd them in their opinion: 
W hofoever thou art, ſaid the Queen, that art the mi- 
niſter of Koxana's will, defer not the execution of it 
longer:come; kill the Wife, & pcrhaps the Davghter 
of thyRing,but ſpare the innocentP.2r:/arcs,fince Rox- 
ana has r.o cauſe to hate her, and that ſhe hath no pre- 
tenſions upon Oroondates, Par:ſatts at theſe words 
ectting looſe from the Queens embraces : Ah, (cried 
ſhe to Lyſimachus) hearken not to that diſcourſe, and 
if any pity can be found in perſens that take employ- 
ments like this of thine,let me conjure thee todiſpatch 
me firſt: It is not juſt Hepheſfions Widow ſhould be 
ſpared, when there is no conſideration had of Alex- 
anders ; and though Ihave no pretenſions upon Oro- 
ondates,-] ſhall have ſome upon the Empire, and I 
ſhall have ſome uponſhe life of Roxana. 
rous conteſtation would have laſt: d Tonger, if Lyſ#- 
machus could have longer ſuffered it; it mollited 
him ſo,thart for all his courage, he was hardly able to 
retain his tears, but if he was touched with the 
Queens words, his love made thoſe of his Princeſs 
pierce him ſo deeply, and in that poſture which 
begg*d and commanded both at once, 'he found fo 
much occaſion of redoubl.ng his p:\ſion; that he had 
hardly any knowledge left, or any power to mode- 
rate himſelf in that encounter, Yet would he 
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no longer ſuffer cp: great Princeſſes to continue in 
the crucl opinion they had of him, but throwing his 
Cask at their feet, and himſelf likewiſe at the fame 
time, he by his action, and by the fight of his face, 
made them find how happily they had been deceived 
in their bclicf, I am not, ſaid he, the miniitcr of 
Roxana's crueltics, and the Gods make u'e of Ly/z- 
machus for more glorious occaſions ; they for the 
higheſt pitch of his felicity, have permitted him: to 
dcitroy your Enemies, and have made him ablenow 
to give you notice that you are free, anc Soveraigns 
in Zabylon, The joy of thoſe vertuous Princeſles at 
the knowledge, and at the words of Ly/in-acius, was 
ſuch as in probability it ought to be for ſo great,and 
ſo ſudden an alteration of their fortune. From a 
cruel, and as they believed,an inevitable death,they 
ſaw themclves ina moment brought into ſecurity, 
and into the condition they could have wiſh'd; and 
they reccived that office from a Prince whom they in- 
finitely eiteem'd, or rather froma Prince whom Pa- 
riſatis lov'd as much as ſhe was capable of loving : 
toſay truth, all their moderation hindred them not 
from teſtifying their ſatisfaction, and the Queen 
knowing the reſpect her fiiter bore her, permitted 
not a free diſcovery of her ſenſe of that adventure, 
Krove to oblige her toit by her example, and caſting 
her 6wn arm ahout Ly/rmachiz his neck : "Twas 
from you, ſ:id ſhe, *twas from you indeed we were 
to hope for our deliverance, an4 'twas alſo in your 
vertue.and in the aſſitahce of the Prince our Brother, 
that we had grounded our cxpectationsz we ow? 
our lives to you Ly/maci:. but beſides the gene 
ral obligation, Par:ſaris ought to add this lait ſervice 
to thoſe many others whereby you have ſo well de- 
ſerved her affection. 

She pulPd him up as ſhe ſpake theſe words,which 
made the Princeſs bluſh, but yet her modeity could 
not keep her then from teitifying her acknowledge- 
ment, and ſhe believed that an engagement of ſuch 
importance micht well diſpence with her for her ſe- 
verer rules; ſhe did it by a ſalute, and an embrace 
full of affection, which ſhe then be!tow'd upon that 
Prince whom ſhe had never favoured ſo much before 
and oppoſing the intent he had to cait himſelf once 
more at her feet, that he might receive her favours 
with greater reſpect. Generous Lyſ124c944, (ſaid 
ſhe) lam totally your debtor, ſince beſides my own 
life, IT owe youthat of the Queen my fifter, and rhis 
laſt ation is of the ſame nature with many others 
which you have done to my advantage; I moſt dear- 
ly preſerve the memory of them, and have as great 
a ſenſe of this laſt as you can deſire. Tamthen, re- 
plied Lyſirzachius with a ſigh, a great deal more hap. 
py than I had hoped to be, and the care you took ro 
conceal your ſelf from me, and to keep me from the 
occaſions of ſerving you in a ſeaſon when the ſervices 


of all thoſc that had any fidelity toward you were no 


more than neceſſary, had putme into a very ill opini- 
on of my fortune T had reaſons,anſwered the Prin- 
ceſs, which would perchance be well approved byany 
other but your ſelf; but if did amiſs in your opinion 
Ple make amends for my fault by all the reparations 
that ſo vertuous, and ſo reaſonable a Prince as Lyſs- 
machins will demand. The glad Ly{imachs not being 
able to expreſs his joy by words, contented himſelf 
to teſtific it by his actions, and putting one knee un- 
to the ground, he kiſſed the Princeſſes hand,with rap- 
tures ſuitable to all thoſe gallant proofs he formerly 


had given her of his paſſion, Prolomens came then 
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into the Chamber, and as he took a very great ſhare 
inthe contentment of his friend, he received as great 
a one himſelf in the acknowledgement of the two 
Princeſſes, and they both aſſured him with affeQi- 
onate ſpeeches, that they were extreamly ſenſible of 
what he had done in favour of them. After that firſt 
diſcourſe. the Princefles enquired concerning Artax- 
erxcs, Oroondates.. and the general {tate of their af- 
fairs. Lyſimachus told them in a few words, and 


though by the knowledge of that happy event he 


confirmed them in the joy they had conceived for 
their own liberty, he leftthem in ſome apprehenſion, 
for the uncertainty of Oroondares his ſafety, and for 
the danger of their Brother. Let's go, ſaid the Queen 
to Ly{machus, let's go and takeour part in the dan- 
ger which thoſe dear perſons ſtill are in for our ſake, 
and let's no longer ſtay ina houſe where we have ſui- 
fered ſo much;and which we have fo much reaſon to 
aeteit, At theſe words ſhe gave her hand to Prolomens 
and leaving her ſitters to Lyſmmachus,went out of the 
Chamber, and paſſed into the Hall, which ſhe found 
tull of dead anddying bodies; and where ſhe quak- 
ed with horrour at the ſight of ſo diſmal a ſpectacle. 
the Princefles turned away their eies, but they met 
with the ſeme objects upon the ſtairs, and in the 
Court, and in all places found new occaſions to abhor 
Rotana's cruelty. : 
In the mean time that unfortunate Princeſs was in 
a condition very different from theirs,and when Zyſi- 
zachus and Ptolomens came to relieve the Princeſſes, 
her fear had made her go up the ſtairs, where ſhe then 
was, to the highe{t ſtory of the houſe ; from thence 
ſhe had heard the noiſe,from thence ſhe had ſomtimes 
look'd intothe Court, and from thence by the words 
of the victorious Souldiers, ſhe had learn'd that it 
was by Zyſtm.achus her enemies were reſcued, that 
the Town was taken,and that ſhe was upon the point 
of falling quickly her ſelf into the power of thoſe per- 
fons {he had fo cruelly injured. She received not that 
aſſurance without being caſt into deſpair and horrour, 
and the ſolitarineſs of the place where ſhe was, joined 
to the remorſe of her guilty conſcience, inſpired her 
with the moſt furious thoughts a heart is able to con- 
cetve. She could not call to mind the cruelties ſhe had 
executed upon theQueen,without juſtlyfearing thoſe 
puniſhments that were her due ; nor could ſhe diſpoſe 
her ſelf to loſe Oroondares for ever, without deſiring 
the death ſhe was a'Taid of, What ſhall I do,faid ſhe 
in theſe irreſolutions ? Shall I give my enemies the 
ſatisfactionto make me ſuffer a death I have ſo well 
deſerved ? And ſhall I undergo the ſhame they are 
preparing to reward my cruelties ? Shall I implore 
the mercy of thoſe I have ſo unworthily abuſed, and 
ſhall | beg my life of my Rival, after having affaul- 
ted hers with ſo much inhumanity ? Ah! no Roxana, 
think not upon that utmoſt baſeneſs, after ſo many 
others that diſhonour thee : If thy Rival ſhould be 
generous enough to grant thee a pardon, which thou 
hait ſo little merited, would{t thou receive it from 
her by giving upOroondates?Wouldſt thou live with- 
out that ingrateful cauſe of all thy crimes,and couldſt 
thou ſee them both conquerors over thoſe crimes that 
have ſo little profited thee? Ah Roxanalthis thought's 
unworthy of the wife of Alexander, and if thou haſt 
made thy ſelf unworthy of that quality by thy ſhame- 
ful actions,blot out the ſhame of thy life, by a death 
ful: of reſolution, Die, miſerable woman,but die by 
thine own aſſiſtance, without itanding in necd to beg 
that of thy enemies.She then began to conſider which 
Hhhh2- way. 
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wayſſhe might kill her ſelf. not having any weapon 
that could ſerve herfor that purpoſe:She was in a high 
Gallery that look'd into the Court, which ſhe ſaw full 
of men ſlain for her quarrel, and *twas from thence 
ſhe thought ſhe might eaſily find her death , by 
throwing her ſelf headlong into the Court, where 
inrepard of the height, and the hardneſs of the pave- 
ment,ſhe mult needs in probability be daſht in pieces. 


- Blready had ſhe given-her ſelf over to rhat reſoluti- 


on, and was preparing to execute it, when ſhe re- 
membred her great belly, and the Child\of ſo great 
a Father which the carriedin her womb. That con- 
ſideration ftaid her at the firſt, and drew tears 1m- 
mediately after from her eyes. Ah ! wretched 
mother, cried ſhe, wilt thou deſtroy a Son of Alex- 
anders, and ſhall this only pledge thou halt leſt of 
the aftection of the greateit man that ever 'was, 
periſh for the expiation of thy offences ? This un- 
fortunate Child of ſo glorious a Father, 1s innocent 
of all thy crimes, and thou wert more cruel than 
XMedea, if thou thy ſelf ſhouldit ſacrifice him to thy 
ill fortune, This thought bred, ſuch a tenderneſs in 
herhheart, that ſhe remained a good while unablcto 
get out a word, and expreficd her -compaſſionate 
yearnings only by her tears. | Atlaſt, by the force of 
her deſpair, {he baniſhed thoſe irreſoJutions which 
ſeemed to precipitate her afreſh into her miſcries, 
and breaking forth again in ſighs. Ah! my poor 
Child, continued ſhe, why cannot I divide my life 
from thine, and give death to gutity Roxana without 
killing the innocent Son of Alexander ? Pardon me, 
moſt precious blood of the Gods, the inhumanity 
which my cruel fate compels me to commit again{t 
thee; peradventure alſo thy life would have been 
very different from thy Fathers,andthat thou wouldit 
have leſsinherited his vertues,than thy Mothers vices. 
Then did ſhe again drawnear that fatal window, which 
ſhe had deſtined for the execution of her deſpair,and 
caſting her eyes into the Court, ſhe upon the loweſt 
ſteps of the ſtairs without ſaw the fair Queen her 
Rival, who with the Princeſs her ſitter, Ly/imachw 


and Prolomems, were going away from that deteſted 


houſe. That ſight redoubled her tranſported fury, 
and not being able to maſter it : 5ratira, cried ſhe, 
Statira, hearken to the laſt words, and behold the 
laſt ations of Roxana, The Queen and thoſe that 
were in her company caſt up their cyes toward that 
call, and Roxana no ſooner perceived that ſhe was 
ſeen and heard, but raiſing her voice according to the 
diſtance : I will not ask thee pardon, went ſhe on, 
for the wrongs | have done thee, they are of a na- 
ture not to hope for any, and | have been too bold 
in committing crimes, to be ſo meanly ſpirited as to 
repent them. I deſire no mercy of thee for my life, 
triumph therfore both over it and over my ill fortune, 
fince the Gods permit thee ſo to do; enjoy thoſe fe- 
licities with Oroondates,which I in vain have ſo much 


oppoſed: I will not envy them, becauſe I ſhall not 


ſee them, and that now I am upon the point by 


throwing my ſelf headlong at thy feet, to give thee 


as full a revenge upon thine enemy, as thou thy ſelf 
knoweſt how to wiſh, For thy more perfect ſatis- 
faction, I ſacrifice to thee this Son of Alexanders, 


x injuries I have done his memory , give leave | in Proſomerrs, that he omitted nothing that could 


| 
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that it may reſt in the ſame Tomb with Alexanders.As 
Roxana ended theſe words, ſhe put her hands upon 
the window, and was getting up to caſt her ſelfdown 
into the Court; when the Queen whom that pitiful 
adventure had very deeply touch'd, deſiring to op. 
poſe that cruel eftect of her deſpair, cricd, Hold 
Roxana, hold, I conjure thee by the memory of 
Alexander, Roxana, who by reaſon of the height 
of the window and her own unweildineſs, had much 
ado to raiſe her ſelf for the execution of her deſign 

defer'd ta while at theſe words, and was content to 
prolong her life for a few moments, to hear what her 
Rival had to ſay to her. 

When the Queen ſw ſhe lent her ſome attention; 
Roxana, continued ſhe, as thou deſireſt the mercy of 
the Gods, envy me not the glory which they grant 
me, if thou oppoſe it not by a laſt effect of cruelty ; 
tis true, thou haft done me many injuries, but I for- 
givethem all in conſideration of thy love, and of thy 
preſent eitate ; and though neither were ſufficient to 
plead for them, remember that I owe thee the life of 
Oroondates, and that what thou did{t for his preſer- 
vation, is of power enough in me to efface the me. 
mory of far more cruel wrongs; if thou wilt give 
me any reparation, do nothing elſe but live to ſatisfie 
me; that's all I now deſire of thee, neither do 1 pre- 
tend to any right over thy ltberty, or over the Em- 
pire of that Son whom thou would/t murther with 
thy ſelf, nor ſhalt thou receivepuch as a reproach 
from me that can diſoblige thee. © Theſe Teftimonies 
of Sratira's goodneſs touch'd Roxana with a true 
repentance ; but then the found her ſelf more guilty 
than before, and remorſe of con{cience tormented 
her with greater violence, confirmed her more and 
more in the reſolution of dying. I am unworthy, 
cried ſhe, of the mercy thou offereſt me, and thou 
redoub'eit my ceſpair by this knowledge of thy 
goodneſs; Lut thou ſhalt not ſee that Vle abuſe it, 
nor will I receive my life from thee, after having 
perſecuted thine with cruclties which make n1y death 
molt dreadful tome- As ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe 
itrove to get upon the Window, and raiſed her ſelf 
with ſo much force, that one part of her, being al- 
ready without, wou'd have pul! 'd the other aitcr it 
by its weight, if at the ſame inſtant ſhe had not been 
ſerz'd upon behind, and feiz'd with ſo ſtrong a hand, 
that her body wi:ich before was equally ballanced, 
came back again into the Gabkery. 

'Twas Prelomers that did her that good Office; he 
at the {ign the Qu:en had made him Curing their diſ- 
courſe, was gone from her with that intention, and 
had run ſo faſt up ſtairs, that he came time enough 
to ſave the life of that deſperate Princeſs. She turn'd 
about to him much afflicted and ſurprized,and hav- 
ing known him, Ah! Prulowens, ſaid ſhe, how 
cruel are you to hinder my repoſe ? I ſhould be far 
more cruel, replycd Prolomer, it I conſented tothe 
cruelty you would exerciſe againit your ſelf, and to 
the offence you commit again{t a Queen, who de- 
fires nothing now with ſo much paſſion as your ſafe- 
ty. Roxana look'd upon Prolemers A in 
which her fatal thouchts had imprinted ſomthing ex- 
traordinary, and yet for all ſhe was fo troubled, and 
had fo wild a countenance, the was {till ſo extream- 
ly handfom, that nothing but the beauty of her Rival 
could defend the molt inſenſible hearts from being 
charmed with hers. That Jovelineſs being a power- 
ful incitement to compaſſion, imprinted it fo deeply 
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ſerve to drive the deſpair out of her ſoul, which had 
ſo totally poſſeſſed it; and he endeavoured it with ſo 
much care, and ſo much ſucceſs, thatin the end he 
overcame her to fee her Rival, and to ſuffer the ex- 
preſſions of her goodneſs. 

Before they were half way down the ſtairs, they 
met the Queen, who was come back into the houſe 
to receive her with as much gentleneſs as if their 
former friendſhip had not been interrupted by any 
accident. Roxana could not bear her reproach with- 
out a great deal of confuſion; but when ſhe ſaw her 
fretch forth her arms with a face all bath'd in tears 
which compaſſion had made her ſhed, ſhe drew near 
to her a little more confidently, but yer ſhe calt 
down her eyes with ſhame, and knew not how to 
ſuſtain the looks of her whom ſhe had ſo little obliged 
to afford her that noble uſage. Srariru embraced 
her tenderly, and beholding her with eyes that had 
' nothing in them of an Enemy. You have wronged 
me more, ( ſaid ſhe) by tie opinion you had of my 
cruelty, than by all your former a*#tions; and if 
you were not enougi afflicted already, | ſhould 
comp'ain of the injury you have done me, in prefer- 
ring death Lefore my friendſhip: Live, Madam, 
to teitife that you ccaſe to hate me, and never fear 
any thing from me nor mine that can any way trou- 
ble your repoſe. | Kox4na by this confirmation of 
the Queens goodneſs, was abfolutely brought to a 
hearty repentance, and receiving her kindneſſes 
with more aſſurance than before, You are worthy, 
(anſwered ſhe) of tie care the Gods have had of 
your preſervation, and [ have but too juitly merited 
my nnhappineſs; in my preſent itate, Madam, 
death without doubt would be moit my fo:tunate 
condition, but yet I'le live for to obey youznor can I 
better teitiie my repentance, - than by receiving my 
life from you, and in living at your command, not- 
withitamding the many reaſons I have to wiſh for 
death. Sratira's reſentment, and Rovana's deſpair 
were appeaſed in this manner, and they were upon 
theſe tearms, when a great noiſe was heard in the 
ſtreets, and at the ſame time ſome of the Souldiers 
brought notice that Alccras was returned with part 
of his men, and had again begun the fight againſt 
thoſe of Lyſiachizs and Prolomens, Lyſimachins 
{tarted at the name of his Rival, and praying Prolo- 
mes to {tay for the defence of the Princeſſes, he 
went from them, and ran to his men with as much 
haite as could be imagined. It wastrue that A!ceras 
with ſome Souldiers as deſperate as himſelf, had al- 
ready charged in amongit them. He had run in 
vain to all the Gates, which were ſeiz'd upon by 
his Enemies, and after having loſt part of his men 
agajnſt them, he had been up and downat many o- 
ther places, and every where had found his Foes 
Vidorious. He had ſeen death wandring about 
on every ſide ; confuſion, diforder and cruelty reign- 
ins inall the ftreets of Zabyloz. He had heard the 
Sroans of dying men; the crycs and lamentations 
of tender Mothers, Children, and weak old men, 
and every where had inet with dreadful pictures of 
horrible defolation. He often had broke in upon 
his Enemies, bur had {till come off again with loſs 
till he arrived at the place wher the unfortunate Per- 
diccas had loſt his life : Then by the knowledsg of his 
Brothers death he had baniſhed a!l the deſire he be- 
fore had had to live, and ſeeking nothing but an oc- 
caſions of dying honourably, he believ'd he could 


not do it better than inthe preſence of his Princeſs, | 
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whom he had abandoned, and to whom he thought 
he owed the lateſt moments of his life. With this be- 
lief,forceing all the obſtacles that were in his paſſage, 
he was come back again to that houſe, where he had 
fallen fo fiercely upon Lyſimachs his Souldiers, that 
at the firſt he had laid many of them dead upon 
the ground. Ly{i-achus being come to their re- 
lief, no ſooner knew him, but deſiring to diſcover 
who he was. Alceras, ( cryed he) behold Zy/i- 
machuturn thy ſword againit him alone, and let us 
diſpute this lait time for Pariſatzs, Alceras ftaid 
not for a ſecond challenge, but receiving his Rival 
with a furious cry, he ran to meet him with an im- 
petuouſneſſe as great as his ; all their men afforded 
them paſſage, andthey cloſed in fight of either par- 
ty, though ſo unluckily for Alceras, that having 
hurt Ly/#zachzs but lightly in the left hand, Ly/iza- 
c91 his ſword found the defect of his Arms,and ran 
through his body to the very Hilt. Alceras fell 
dead withthat ſingle thruſt, and yielded up Pariſa- 
tis with his life uato his Rival, All his Souldicers 
ſought death by his example, and were going per- 
haps to find it among(t Enemies grown cruel by 
blood and laughter, when Prince Oroondates, Ar- 
taxerxes, Oronres and Thaleſtris with their Com- 
panions came all together to that place. They had 
cut in pieces whatſoever had made them any reſiſt- 
ance, and at the ſame time Oxyartes, Craterm, An- 
tigonws, Leonatus, Eumenes, and Polyperchon had 
made themſelves Matters of all the ſeveral quarters 
of the Town; all thoſe that had been obftinate in 
making oppolition, were put evry man to the ſword; 
and Penceſias who had gotten ſome of the Citizens 
totake Arms, having ſeen a good number of them 
flain, was conltrained to ask quarter for the reſt, 
and to yield himfelf to the diſcretion of Prince Ox- 
Yet tes, 

The Conquerors had promiſed the inhabitants their 
lives; but they had found it very difficult totake off 
the Souldicrs, whom deſire of Pillage precipitated 
thronging into every houſe, aud at firſt they met 
with very little obedience amongſt them, but in the 
end they had ſo carefully indeavored it,knowing how 
much they ſhould oblige Prince Artaxerxes by ſpa- 
ring the bfood of the old Subjects of his Family, 
that they hid ſavedail them that had eſcap'd from the 
firit fury of their men, andafter having made them- 
ſelves Maſters of all places, where they could ſuſ- 
ſpect any refiitance, they had drawnup a great part 
of their Forces under their ſeveral Standards and 
Colours. 

Thus the moſt ſtately Townin all the World was 
taken, and that proud City which might have held 
out whole years again{t a World of Enemies, ſaw 
it ſelf (contrary toall humane appearance) brought 
in ſubjection in half a day, by the imprudent and 
blind Difſention of its Defendants : Yet was it happy 
inits misfortune, fince the Conquerors uſed their 
Victory with moderation, not defacing any of its 
Beauties,and waſhing off the faults of its Comman- 
dersa great deal more with the blood of {trangers, 
than of its Citizens. . V Vhile fome of theſe great 
Princes were buſie in that employment, they in 
whom the intereſts of love were the molt powerful, 
had affairs of a different nature to take them up. 
Alcetas was no ſooner killed with part of his men, 
and tne reſt fled quitting the place and Victory to 
their Enemies, but Oroondates drawing near to con- 
quering Lyſtmacias, teltified by his joy, and by his 
cn- 
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endearments, how much he was concerned in his . 
g00d ſucceſs, and Lyſimachus having at the ſame 
time told him of the liberty of their Princeſſes, of 
R. x-44.,7s repentance, and of the Queens goodneſs 
toward her, raviſhed his heart with an exceſs of con- 
tentment. He hard'y itaid the-end of his Diſcourſe 
( while his Conipanions appeaſed-the reſt of the 
diſorder, and ſave.| the lives. of thoſe miſerable 
Wiretches that implored their mercy) but burning 
with impatiency to ſee his Princeſſe free, he ran im- 
mediately to that houſe, and went to find her in her 
Chamber, whither ſhe was retired with the Prin- 
ceſſe her.Siiter, and Queen Roxana, under the Guard 
of P:oiomers, with a good rumber of Souldiers. 
Or:01dates had no ſooner caſt his eyes upon her, 
but unarming his head, he threw himſelf at her feet, 
ani embraced her knees with tranſports that were 
peculiar only ro his paſſion, The Queen who was 
ſeized with joy as much as he, embraced him alſo 
with motions little difterent from his, and Roxana 
during that action not being able to conquer hers, 
notwithſtanding all the violence ſhe uſed todo fo, 
was like to have failen dead through an extremity of 
grief and jealoufie, Yet had ſhe this advantage at 
[eajt, that ber actions were bur little taken notice of, 
and all the perſons there preſent were ſufficiently em- 
ployed without ſuffering their thoughts to come 
beyon4 the limits of their particular interetts, or 
beyond the e+ preſſions of their own ſatisfaction, 
You are at liberty my adored Queen, ( ſaid glad 
O-o ;:dares) and Lamnow permitted to ſee you out 
of Perdiccas his power. You have triumphed over 
your misfortunes Dy your V-rtuealcne, and have 
made Orovr /arc 5 treumph over his miferies by your 
goodneſs. How glorious 1s he now. and how great 
an obligation he has to all theſe crofles by which he 
he has been able to find you had not forgotten him ! 
all the aflitions he hath ſuiicr'd ought in his eiteem 
to be accounted bleſſings, ſince by their means he 
had obtained this knowledge of your goodneſie. 
He uttered many other ſuch like Speeches, disjoynt- 
ed through the exceſs of his contentment, and the 
Queen anſwered him with a ſweetneſs full of Maje- 
ſty. Yes, my dear Prince, I now at laſt am free, 
after having endured ſo many miſeries, but by your 
example my ſufferings are dearer to me than my li- 
berty, ſince you by them have ſeen that I was not 
ingrateful to your affection; yet ſet not too high 
a valne npona Fortune you have well deſerved 1 
owed you a great deal more than one ſingle life, and 
if the Gods had given me many, I would have ſacri- 
ficed them all to ſo precious a remembrance, They 
had ſaid more to one another if Oroondare; having 
eſpied Roxana, had not thought himſelf obliged in 
generoſity to give her ſome conſolation; but before 
he went to doſo, he commended the Queens good- 
neſs to her.,and thanked her for it in tearms that made 
Roxana ſee how much he was intereſſed in her ſafe. 
ty. She was withdrawn toa window with Prolo- 
»ew, where holding a handkerchief at her eycs, 
ſhe wiped away the tears her ſorrow cauſed her to 
ſhed, and Oroondates going to her, had no ſooner o- 
pened his mouth to comfort her, but ſhe prevented 
him, and looking upon him with eyes which for all 
they were watry ſources, might have ſhot fire into 
any other heart but his : Remember, (ſaid ſhe) that 
you have received your life from me to day, as well 
as I received mine from the Queen, and that you 
ought not to aggravate my ſorrows by your pre- 
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ſence, nor by your diſcourſe, ſeeing fate hath hap. 


ned contrary to expectation : As you reſpect the | 


Gods permit me to avoid them, and it not being po. 


ible for me to hate you, be pleaſed that Imay ne. 


ver ſee. you more. The Prince was touched alittle 
with theſe words, and being unwilling to trouble 


her, he only ſaid, as he retired : It is not my inten- 


tion, Madam, to redouble your diſcontents, nor to 
diſavow the obligationI have to you; I ſhould have 
periſhed had it not been for your affiſtance, butl am 
no way inſenſible of that good turn, and inſtead of 
aggravating your ſorrows, I wiſh I were able 
with part of my life to contribute toward your con- 
ſolation : In the mean while, if my preſence be 
troubleſome to you, Ile withdraw my ſelf, and if all 
theſe objects be unpleaſing, Ile tell you with the 

ucens permiſſion, that you may return when you 
will unto the Pallace, and take your Lodging there 
again, withallthe liberty, and all the Authority you 
were wont to have. The Queen confirmed this of- 
fer of the Princes with words fuli of civility to Rex- 
ana, and that afflicted Lady deſiring nothing ſo much 
as retirement, and folitarinefſe, accepted the favour 
that was done her, and after having given the Queen 
thanks for it, went out of the Chamber, and fo out 
of the Houſe, under the conduct of Protorers, 
who took the cire to wait upon her, She was but 
newly gonc away, when Prince Arraxeraxes, Lyſs- 


—_ F $M - * ® ; RNS. 
macius, Seiencius, thefair Thaleſiris, Orontes, and 


Demerrizs came in together, At ſight of that dearBro- 
ther the great Princeſſes of Perſia ran to him quite 
tranſported, and throwing themſelves into his Arms, 
bedewed his face with tears, which a tender afleRi- 
on crew from their lovely eyes immediately, Afﬀeer 
having bewailed him eight whole Years, during 
which ail the Accidents of their lives had ſcarce been 
able to divert them now and then from the ſorrow 
they had felt for his ſuppoſed death, they had reco- 
vered him contrary to all their hopes, and though 
they ſaw him develiicd of the Titles he had loſt with 
his Fathers Empire, they conſidered him as a Prince 
of as fair a Reputation as any in the World, and one 
whoſe gailan: /.Ctions might repair his loſſes with ad- 
vantage, At their former Encounter, when upen the 
banks of Euphrates he had reſcued the Queen out of 
Peraiccas his hands, and fought againit his men for 
the liberty of /Par:jarz, the Queen had had the 
happincſle to embrace him, and to enjoy his conver- 
ſation a few moments ; but Pariſarrs had not ſeen 
his face till then, and 'twas only by the Queens Diſ- 
courſe, ard the Relation of Vr0ondates, that ſhe 
had learnt he was alive, and heard ſome part of his 
adventures; wherefore ſhe now engroſs'd him from 
the Queen, and held him in her arms ſolons asif ſhe 
meant to repair that diſadvantage, | 

None of the company could behold the illuſtrious 
family of Dar: in that condition without an extra- 
ordin:ry tenderneſle, nor was there one of all thoſe 


that were preſent but appear'd moſt ſenſibly con- 


cern'd in that alteration of their fortune. The 
Queen was hardly gotten looſe from her Brothers 
arms, when with aitoniſhment ſhe ſaw her ſelf in the 
chaſe of an armed man, who embracing and kiſſing 
her,ſurprized her and made her bluſh at his familiari- 
ty ; but Prince Oroondates took away her ſcruples, 
by making known that Warriour to be the fair Ama- 
Zone Queen, whoſe ſex allowed her priviledges 
that were denyed unto her habit, The Queen was 
not ignorant of Thaleſir:; PS Reputation, and having 
heard 
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heard ſhe fonght her quarrel, had bred a very great 
affection toward her, wherefore ſhe then gave all 
the Teſtimonies of it that cou'd bedefired ; and after 
having he:d her long between her arms, the prais'd 
her vertue, and returned thanks for the aſſiſtance 
wherewith ſhe had favoured her, in ſuch noble an4 
obliging terms, that the initantly won the heart of 
the fair 4mazone, and mave her to approve of all 
thoſe pains Crvon4ates had undergone for a Princeſs 
ſo worthy of his affection, Orontes, whom the 
Prince of Scy:b:4 preſented to rhe Queen, was re- 
ceived by her with thoſe kindneſſ;s that were due to 
his vertue, and to his near alliance to Oroondares ; 
and the Queen could not rememb:r that name of O- 
rontes, under which her Prince had lived ſo long in 
her Fathers Court, wichout calling to mind the for- 
mer actions of his life, When theſe perſons who 
were before unknown, had received from the two 
Princefles what they believed their due afrer that 
knowledge.thcy turned all together toward Selencxs, 
and call'd him their Deliverer, with Acclamations full 
of acknowledgment. Oroondates oficred him his 
life, which he confefled he owed to him ; the Queen 
and the Princeſ; her Siiter profeſſed themſelves in- 
debted to him for theirs, Artaxerxes inrerefſed by 
the ſafety of his dear Brother, and by that of his dear 
fitters, and Lyſimachrzs by that of his Princeſ.,could 
not worthily enough expreſs their ſenee of ſo high an 


obligation, and all of thzmextolt'd it, and the vertue 


of their defender, with praiſes wi:ich his Modelty 
could not ſuffer. He diſingaged himſelf as well as 
poſſibly he could from thoſe civilitics wherewith he 
was in a manner overwhelmed, and deſirous to 
ſtop the current of them; Mearchu and 1, (ſaid he) 
have done nothing to which we were not too power- 
fully obliged ; the.uſage we had received from our 
Friends, and from our Enemies, did with a great 
deal of jutice make them change thoſe qualities in 
our Opinions, and unleſs we would have been the 
baſeſt men in the world, we could not ſuffer the 
greateſt and moſt conſiderable perſons of it to periſh 
ſounjuitly. 

That which rave the liberty of this Converſation 
to thoſe illuſtrious Princes, was the confidence they 
had in their companions, who in the mean while ap- 
peaſ'd the ſlaughter, pillage,and diſorder,and ſettled 
all parts of the Town in as mu-h quietneſs as could be 
poſſible; but that day wherein ſo many memorable 
things had happened, was now ready to give place 
to darkneſs, and the Princes thought not fit that the 
Queen ſhould ſtay any longer in that houſe all full of 
blood, and of dead bodies. The Palace which was 
of receipt ſufficient to lodge them all commodiouſſy, 
thouch they lefr Roxana her quarter free, was like- 
wiſe in a horrible condition, and while the bodies 
were removed, and the blood waſt'd away, they 
reſolved to paſs that night at Se/exc: his houſe, 
which was fairand ſpacious, and had very conveni- 
ent lo2ging;. In the mean time they took care to 
fetch the Princeſſis, Berenice, Deidamia, Barſina, 
and their companions who had ſtaid in the camp vn- 
der the guard of -rrabaſics, and his ſons, with fix 
thouſand men, and four thouſunl Amazones, and 
the Queen who had a longing impatience to ſee them, 
and who knew what was due to their quzhity, would 
needs have gone to the Gates to meet them : But 
Prince Oroondares hindred her for doing that hon- 
our to his Sifer, by repreſenting, that in the 'con- 


dition the City was at that time, it could not but be 
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very incommodious to her, ahd that ſhe might law- 
fully be diſpenſed with for ſo great a trouble. Prince 
Artaxerxes envying that any other ſhould have the 
slory to ſerve Berenice, would by. all means take 
that employment himſelf, and went thither accom- 
panied by the Prince of the Maſſageres, and by De- 
metrins,who gladly did the ſame office to Deidamia, 
The Queen having croit the ſtreets where ſhe found 
the ſame objects of pity ſhe had ſeen in her own 
Lodging, came to that of Selexucas, and he paying 
her thoſe honours he was obliged to in that place, 
waited upon her with a great deal of civility to a 
very fair Chamber, cauſing others to be made ready 
for the Princeſſes, and for the Princes of Perſia and 
Scythia,being they alſo had room enovgh to lic there 
without incommodating the Ladies; all the other 
Princes went either to their former lodgings, orelſe 
to thoſe of their ſeveral friends. The Queen was 
hardly in her Chamber when ſhe was viſited by 
Oxyartes, Eumenes, Antigonusy Nearchus, Cra- 
rerus, Leonatrs, and Polypeochos: ſhe rendred to 
the Prince her Uncle whatſoever the conſideration of 
his nearneſs in blood, ofhis vertue, and of his ſer- 
vices, could require from her ina like occafion; , ſhe 
received thoſe that came in his company with all the 
acknowledgement and civility ſhe owed them, but 
ſhe forgot not to ſhew the ſame ſenſe of herobligati- 
on to 1Vea: chu,ſhe had done before to Selencr,fince 
her ingagement to them both was equal, and in that 
action Prince Oroondates ſeconded her, proteſting to 
Nearchw that for his ſervice he would be ever 
ready to lay down that life which he had acquir- 


ed to himſeli by having ſo valiantly preſerved 


it, 
Darkneſs had already begun to overſpread the 
face of the Earth, when by the light of many torches, 
the fair Princeſs of Scythia under the conduct of her 
dear Arfaces, the Princeſs of Epirus under that of 
amorous Demetrizs, Barſina and her ſiſters under 
that of their Father and Brothers, with Cleone and 
the other Ladies, came all together to Selencxs his 
houſe. The Queen who had notice of it, went out 
of her Chamber with the Princeſs her ſiſter, and met 
them upon the top of the ſtairs ; Sratiraand Bere- 
nice were both enflamed with an equal deſire to ſee 
the fiiters of Orcondares and Artaxerxes; to both 
theſe Princeſſes their Brothers were ſo dear, that 
they could not without a moſt affectionate impatien- 
cy expect the ſight of what they loved; and in the 
perſons of thoſe their Brothers loved, they alſo met 
the Siſters of thoſe they loved themſelves. They 
found this double ſatisfaction in that interview, which 
was lighted with torches cnough to diſcover their ad- 
mirable beauty mutually to one another ; it inſtant- 
ly produced a reciprocal effect in the mindes of thoſe 
two great Princefſes, and they bcheld each other a 
good while, with an intentiveneſs that ſuſpended 
both their action and their diſcourſe. In Berenices 
face there was more ſweetneſs, but more majeſty 
in Statira's : yet inthatdifference, Sratira's majeſt 


was ſo ſweet, and Berenice's ſweetneſs ſo Majeſtia F-/ 


that a!]. the other beauties in the world could not 
have ſhewn ſo great a ſweetneſs, and ſo great a Ma- 
jeſty together, After they had ſpent ſome minutes 
in their equal aloniſhment: 'O Gods! cry'd Brre- 
nice firſt, how gloriouſly has my brother employ'd 


his life? And how happily added the Queen, cid mine - 


recover his.ſfince he recovered it for you ? They had 
not ſpoke theſe words e're they were cloſely link*d 
in 
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in moſt affectionate embraces, in which they could 
have continued whole hours together, if Par:/arss 
as ſiſter to Arraxerxes, had not claimed her ſhare in 
Berezice, and if Burſina had not interrupted Bere- 
nigt to have her part in the kindnefles of that ver- 
tnous Queen whom ſhe ſo extreamly loved, and to 
whom ſhe was ſo dear. They were neither of them 
fruſtrated of their deſires, for while Berex:ce and 
Pariſatis expreſſed their endearments to one.ano- 
ther as Siſters, in whom friendſhip had been long 
confirmed, Barſiza was in the oonns arms, who 
forgot not any thing-that could make her ſee ſhe had 
preſerved her friendſhip to her moſt intirely, Ah 
my dear Ba-ſina, (ſaid ſhe) and where were you 
during all- theſe misfortunes wherewith the Gods 
have afflicted me fince our ſeparation, and why did 
you forſake me in a time when your conſolations 
would have been ſo ſweet? Barna hearkned to theſe 
words with tears of joy, and was going to make re- 
ply, when De+damia hindered her : The Queen and 
her filter rendred to that fair Princeſs (whowas alrea- 
dy known to them by the report of Oroondates ) 
whatſoever was due to her birth, and to the merit 
of her perſon, and after her Cleone caſting her ſelf at 
the feet of her good Miſtreſs, was very much made 
of by her, in a moit dear and obliging manner ; the 
Princes of Pecr/iz and Scythia, who were preſent 
at the actions of their ſitters, and of their Miſtreſſes, 
look*d on with raviſhments of joy, and with the 
moſt perfect ſatisfactions they had ever wiſhed. But 
Oroontates, whoſe captivity had coſt Berenice and 
Bz-ſinzſo nany tears,challenged his place next after 
the Princeſſes, an:linthe arms of that dear Silter,and 
of that dear friend, received the teſtimonies of an cx- 
ceſſive gladneſs, which ſucceeded a mo't violent ſor- 
row.It would be hard to repeat all the Diſcourſes 
which paſſed at the ſame time amonglt ſo many fair 
and illuſtrious perſons; all that ever Friend{hip,or c1- 
vility had at any time ſuggeſted was put in practice 
then inthat Aſſembly,and in the end,after a conteltati- 
on full of mutual reſpect, the Princeſs Berenice was 
conſtrained to ſuffer the Queen to conduct her tothe 
lodging that was prepared for her, while Pariſat:s 
did the ſame to Deidamia. Being come into Bere- 
zice's Chamber, theſe two Princeſſes fell afreſh into 
Diſcourſes and Actions, that ſuvoured more of an an- 
cient friendſhip, than of an affetion then taking 
birth. 

But Prince Oroord.ites, ſeeing them in the conditi- 
on he had ſo much deſired, began to think of ſome 
light wounds he had received, which did a little pain 
him, and being retired privately to his Charaber, he 
went to bed by the advice of the Phyſitians, while 
Seleucus who was in the like condition did the ſame ; 
of all the other Princes, only Crater and Antige- 
25 were wounded, but their hurts were very incon- 
fiderable. Thoſe of Oroondates would have diſturb- 
cd the joy of the Princeſſes, if they that had ſearched 
them had not preſently brought word,thatthey were 
neither ſo dangerous, nor ſo great as tokeep him in 
bed above two dayes. All that good Company pal- 
ſed the Evening in his Chamber, and there it was 
that by the counſel of Artaxerxes, the Queen was 
perſwaded to preſent Theodates to him, and inform 
him of the King his Father's death, The Prince of 
Perſia took the ſame care with Berenice, and though 
that news plunged her at firit into an extremity of 
ſorrow, it began by little and little to receive ſome 
abatement by that Princes conſolations. Oroondates 
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received Theodates rather as his Brother than his 
Subject, and the remembrance of what he had done 
for Artaxerxes made his preſence ſo dear to hi 

that he knew not how ſufficiently to expreſle his af. 


fection toward. him : But when he asked him the 


cauſe of his coming, the Queen, after havin 4 
pared him by her Bircourſokor the news ſhe _ 
to tell him, did at laſt acquit her ſelf of the Com: 
miſſion the Company had given her, Oroondates 
was as deeply touched as could be expected from ſo 
excellent a nature, and the remembrance of the il 
uſage he had received from his Father, was not ca: 
pable to blot out that of his birth and Education 
nor thoſe Characters of affection which neceſſity of 
blood had engraven in his heart, He wept upon ſo 
joyful a day, and made complaints that mollified 
thoſe that were caſt concern'd in all the company ; 


but in fine he had too great a courage to ſink under - 


that affliction, after having ſupported ſo. many o- 
thers, too much moderation not to give ear to rea- 
ſon in that action, and too perfect a reſignation to 
the Qucens will to receive her conſolations without 
eftect; when the firſt violence of his grief was ap- 
pcaſea, that fair Company leaving him to the care 
of his faithful Araxes, went out of his Chamber 
and withdrew to their ſeveral Lodgings, to take 
the repoſe that was neceſſary for them, after a day 
of ſo great toil and danger. 

The next morning by the endeavours of Oxyartes, 
Pro'omens, Eumenes, Nearchu, and Polyperchon, 
all things were fully quieted in Babylon, the Citizens 
were ſetled again in their Houſes, the wounded of 
cach party received all needful affiſtance, and the 
dead bodies were carryed ina great number of Carts 
out of the City to be burnt, except thoſe whom 
their Kindred or Friends had fetch'd away to give 
them burial, The bodies of Perdiccas, Alceras, 
Tolas, Ariſton and his Son, were taken up with ho- 
nour ; agd among the dead were alſo found Neo; ro- 
lemus, Antigenes, and 7 eut am1rs grievouſly wound- 
ed, yet did not the Chyrurgions deſpair of their 
recovery. Caſſander, Penceſtas, and Andiagor as 
were Priſoners, and kept with a itrong Guard. The 
obligation which they who were moſt concern'd had 
to Seleucus and Nearchw, had wrought ſo far upon 
them, that they left not only the Princeſſes, but 
even all Zabylon totheir abſolute diſpoſal,and though 
they with much ſubmiſſion reſigned all up to the 
Queen, and upon her refufal, to the Princes of Per- 
ſia and Scythia, they prefſed it back upon him ſo 
earneſtly, that Seleucus was at laſt conſtrain'd to ſub- 
mitt unto their will, rather to caſe them of the trou- 
ble that care would have obliged them to, than to 
draw any advantage by it to himſelf : Yet did he not 
do any thing but by the motion of all the reſt ; and 
as for what concern d the Priſoners, he preſent! 
freed Peuceſizs, whom he had known to be an honeſt 
man, and far from having the ill intentions of thoſe 
Andiagoras alſo had his 
liberty, yet becauſe he was a Perſ+47,and that with- 
out any reaſon he had followed the party of ſtran- 
gers againſt the Children of - Dar;zz4, to whom he 
was born a Subject,and from whom he had received 


many preferments ; neither the Princes nor the Prin- 


celles would ſee him, and Arſaces ſwore, that as 
ſoon as he was in a condition to attempt the recove- 
ry of part of what he had loſt, he ſhould be the 
firſt man whoſe Territories ke would invade. They 
promiſed liberty to Neoprolemwns, Antigenes and 
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| Teutams, as ſoon as they ſhould be able to make 
uſe of it ; but Antigenes and Textamu by the 

veens command were uſed like Anaiaroras, for 
having followed Perdiccas in his intention to kill Oro. 
ondates. Only Caſſander was iti] in hold, and the 
Widow of Alexander the Great, notwithſtanding all 
her goodneſs and generoſity, could not handſomly 
conſent he ſhould be ſet at liberty, after the accufa- 
tions that had been ca{t upon him of having poyſoned 
the King her Husband. Her reſentment was ap- 
proved by all the world, but by good chance for Caf: 
ſander, Antigonus his two Souldiers that were his 
Accuſers had been ſlain before that time, and they 
had nothing left againſt him but conjectures, which 
were not ſufficient to prove him gnilty, This was 
it that did the more encourage Orontes, who had 
been his Friend, and upon whoſe promiſe he had 
yielded, to intercede in his behalf: The Amazon 
Queen out of compliance uſed all her powerto ſecon | 
him, and they both of them had ſo much with thoſe 
Perſons who had greateſt intereſt in the bufinels,that 
Seleucns in conſideration of his ancient friendſhip 
with Caſſunder, being joyned with them at laſt in 
the ſame requeſt, and having help'd them to ſollicite 
thoſe who had too freſh an obligation to refuſe him 
any thing, they in the end obtained the pardon oi that 
unworthy man, upon condition he ſhould not come 


into their ſight, and that he ſhould depart that very - 


day from Babylon: with all his retinue, not ſtaying a 
minute in thoſe Countries where they had any po- 
wer. Thus did Cafſznder receive his liberty, and 
went from Babylon with this ſatisfaction, that Oroox- 
dates would not take Roxana from him, and that 
by the troubles he would raife in Greece, he might 
bring her more than ever, into a condition cither to 
deſire his friendſhip, or to fear his power. Inthe 
mean while by the care of Pexceſtas, and of Seleucrs 
' himſelf, Perdiccas and his Brother were interred 
with Honours ſuitable to their Quality ; but Queen 
Statira who had not yet had time to pay thoſe Fune- 
ral Rites ſhe owed unto the King her Husband, did 
then perform them with as many tears as his Ghoſt 
could require from her affection, and with all. the 
pomp that cou'd be imagined : All the Princes affi/t- 
ed in that ſolemn Action, and after that memorable 
Ceremony was over, the Queen took order to have 
the Body of that Grear King removed according to 
his laſt intention, and the laſt commands he had gi- 
ven, unto the New City of Alexanaria, which was 
urider the Dominion of Prolomers. 

Four or five dayes were ſpent intheſe general em- 
ployments, which have diverted us from the recital 
of particular ones, during which Oroondares was cu- 
red of his wounds, and Babylon was ſetled again in a 
condition little different from that it was in before 


the ſiege. The Forces were drawn out of it by or- | 


der from the Commanders in Chief, andnone kept 
in the Town but thoſe that were neceflary, the reſt 
maring away toward their ſeveral Countries. 
Roxana had obtained from the Queen that none 
ſhould viſit her but thoſe ſhe was deſirous to ſee ; and 
though many would have gone to her out of curioſity, 
yet did they bear her ſo much reſpect, as not to 
make her ſuffer viſits which ſhe would have been 
troubled to receive, and ſhe had paſſed that time in 
a' melancholy and diſcontented folitarineſs. When 
ſhe ſaw all things peaceable in Babylon, and that 
the Queen to whom all the Princes ſubmitted them- 
ſelves as to their. Sovereign, had time to hearken 
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to her propoſition, ſhe entreated Ptolowers who had 
been alwayes very ready to ſerve her, that he would 
do her the favour to ſpeak to her, and know if ſhe 
would not permit her to to retire to Queen Olimpias 
her Mother in Law, into Jfacedonia, which of right 
be!onged to the Child that ſhould be born of her, if 
it pleaſed the gods to let her ſee that day. ' 

Prolomezss made that motion to the Queen, who 
aſter ſhe had lent him favourable attention, and de- 
manded time to ask advice of all the Princes before 
ſhe gave her anſwer: You may tell Roxana, if you 
pleaſe, (faid ſhe) that I will not diſpute for Aace- 
don; againſt the child ſhe now gocs with by Alex- 
anaer, and that 1 quitall the pretenfions to her, which 
with fome appearance I might have upon that King- 
dom; that ſhe may £o and take poſſeſſion of it 
when ſhe will; and that in ſtead of hindring her 
in that deſign, we ſhall be ready to aſſiſt her in what- 
ſoever ſhe ſhall deſire of us; but I could wiſh ſhe 
would itay to lie in here, and that ſhe would not 
go ina condition wherein ſhe cannot without a great 
deal of danger expoſe her ſelf to ſo long a jour- 
ney. 

Roxana by this meſſage from Srtatira, and the 
care ſhe took of her health,came to a perfect know- 
ledge of her admirable goodneſs, and abſolutely 
lott all thoſe reſentments ſhe might have had againſt 
a Rival that deprived her of all her joy, yet could 
the not be perſwaded to expect her utmoſt diſcon- 
tent in Babyloz,, and the rather choſe to hazard her 
childs life and henggwn alſo, than to ſtay longer 
ina place where elieved ſhe ſhould ſhortly ſes 
Oroondates married to the Queen, That thought 
alone made her heartto tremble, and ſhe would cer- 
tainly have Kkill'd her ſelf, if ſhe had had no other 
way to avoid that unpleafing ſpectacle. She there- 
fore got the Queen to be again intreated to give way 
that ſhe might depart the next morning; whereup- 
on that obliging Princeſs who was unwilling to con- 


. ſtrain her, ſent her word ſhe had full liberty to do 


what ſhe pleaſed her ſelf. Roxanz being no longer 
able to look upon Babylon but with horrour, after 
having once prayed Prolowers to ask the Queen par- 
don, ifthe fear ſhe had to preſent her ſelf again be- 
fore her whom ſhe had ſo cruelly offended, made her 
depart without ſeeing her; and to teſtifie in her be- 
half that the ſenſe ſhe had of her goodneſs, obliged 
her to wiſh her all manner of proſperity, began = 
journey theday following, and took her way toward 
Macedonia, unler the conduct of Peuceſtas and 
Andiagoras, who would needs wait upon her with 
three thouſand men that were left of thoſe they had 
commanded, anq two thouſand facedontians , 
whom Selexcrs permitted to return into their Coun- 
trey. 

Thelaſt ations of Roxana had caus'd fo general 
an averſion again{t her,that very few were ſorry for 
her departure, and King Oroordates, who was bet- 
rer ſatisfied with it than all the reſt, beganto breath 
with greater liberty. All things being then ſetled 
peaccably in Bbyloz,*twas only Love that made war 
there; and the wounds which he had given were not 
heal'd up like thoſe that had been received in the late 
occaſions. Oroondates languiſhed in flames at the 
Queens feet, not knowing how to be ſecured a- 
gainſt her ſcruples, after the cauſe ſhe had given him 
to fear them, in all that had befallen him ſince the 
death of Alexander, Arſaceslivedina little better 
aſſurance with Berernice, and was hardly *in any 

I iii doubt 
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doubt at all of eſtabliſhing his fortune. Tyſmachus 
was more uncertain by reaſon of Par:/ats's humour, 
though he began to find by many ſigns that ſhe really 
lov'd him. Oronres was the beſt ſatisfied of them 
all, and knowing his fair Queens affection, his 1im- 
patiency alone cauſed the greateſt part of his diſcon- 
tents. Oxyartcs was in-good hope of Barſiaa, and 
finding no repugnance 4n the inclinations of, that fair 
Princeſs, he expected his feliciry with that of his 
friends, by the aſſiitance he believed they would at- 
ford him. Young D-merrizs-was the leaſt advanced 
in his ſuit, and though by his ſervices, and by his po- 
wer to make himſelf beloved, he had gained much 
upon /the heart of Deidawia, yet had he not been 
able to baniſh the memory of Azz, which was too 
deeply rooted-in it. Though in the hopes of all 
theſe i]uſtrious Lovers there was ſome difference, 
their ſuſſerings yet were equal; and all ofthem ſigh'd 
equally, either through fear, or through delire. 
Chance brought them altogether one day in the 
Queens Chamber,with their Princeſſes, and it ſcem- 
ed as if it had been for the deciſion of their fortune. 
Oroondates who could no longer live in his cruel un- 
certainties, reſolved to put them to a period, and 
truſting with very good reaſon to the greatneſs of his 
ſervices, and to the marks of acknowledgment he 
diſcovered every day in the Queens actions, he had 
a mind todraw a final aſſurance from her. Arrax- 
erxes and he were by the Bed-fide with the Qugtn 
and the Princeſs Berenice ; Lyſemachu, Oxyartes, 
Orontes and Dewerri;cs.were at the other end of the 
Room converſing with their Prineeſſes, when theKing 
of Se3th:anot being longer able f6 maiter his paſſion, 


fell ſuddenly wpon his knees before the Queen. His 


aQion was ver nnconfident,and never inall the great- 
eft dangers had that fear Aj neared in his countenance 
which then was cafily to be ſeenin it by whoſoever 
obſerved him. At length he ftrove to conquer it, 
and diſpclling all ſhow of it by the greatneſs of his 
courage, he began to ſpeak, fixing his cycs upon 
her face, but in fo ſubmiſſive and ſo dependent a man- 
ner, that the Qucen did not leſs diſcover the force of 
his love by that laſt Aion, than by the mo!t impor- 
tant ones of his whole life, 

I go about a buſineſs, Madam, (ſaid he) which 
truly 1 cannot venture upon without trembling, and 
that which have now to beg of you, is ſo infinitely 
above my ſervices, that the memory of them 1s not 
able to ſecure me againſt my fears and my diftruits ; 
yet am I forced to make uſe of them, having nothing 
elſe ſo powerful to ſtrengthen my pretenſions; and 
if you will pardon me for it, Ple call to your remem- 
brance that after ſome light ations which rais'd my 
fortune in Perſia,the Prince your Brother laid the firſt 
foundations of it by his goodneſs, you approved of 
them by yours,and the deceaſed King your Father e- 
ſabliſhed my higheſt felicity by his : He was pleaſed 
to ſuſſer that O; 004ates ſhould be yours, andif I may 
be permitted to uſe that term, he engaged himſelt by 
his word to give you to Prince Oro00-4ates;you were 
afterward taken from me by the treachery of our 
Enemies.and by the violence of a Conqueror. I had 
not (if I may ſay ſo) pull'd that misfortune upon my 
ſelf,by any of my actions; and if I bore it without dy- 
ing, 'twas becauſe the Gods had deſtined me to live 
{till for you : I conſented without complaining to the 


you were ina condition to receive me. Before you 


| 
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were ſo, I deſired nothing from you, nor dig If 
much as murmur againſt that duty, the Enemy you 
oppoſed againit my happineſs. But Madam, may] 
not now be ſuffered to raiſe my thoughts to what] 
loit by nothing but my ill fortune ? and may Inot 
look upon my Queen as ſhe whom the Prince her 
Brother, and whom the King her Father had Liven 
me, nay as ſhe who had givcn her ſelf unto my loye? 
Though I cannot be worthy to ſucceed in the place of 
Alexander by greatneſs of power, by victories, nox 
by the qualities of my perſon, may I not ſupply all” 
theſe defects by the greatneſs of my love, and by 
my ſervices ? May I not believe with ſome ſhew of 
reaſon, that never man lov'd better than my ſelf, and 
if in my own intereſt I may fpeak it with modeſty 
that never Princeſs was better ſerved than Oneen 
Statira has been by Prince Oroondates? All my life 
is known to you, all my thoughts are clearly diſco- 
vered, and itis needleſs for me to put you in mind of 
what the accidents of your life cannot have ſuffered 
you to forget. have endured all that a man could 
poſſibly undergo, and by thoſe ſufferings which have 
not beenthe lcts ſenſible for being glorious, have 1 
not ſome reaſon to aſpire unto the highelt pitch of 
my felicity ? Have I not cauſe to ſeek the haven af- 
ter ſo many ſtorms wherewith you have ſcen me toſ- 
ſed for the ſpace of ten whole years? Andis there 
any thing left for me todo, or to ſufter for my Prin- 
ceſs? As you delire the favour of the Gogs ( contin- 
ved he embracing her knees) confider the miſeries 
of my lite with pity, deliver me out of ſo many tor- 
ments, which I bore with patience, while they de- 
pended upon fortune, and not upon your will, and 
diſpoſe with compaſſion, of alife which is now in no 
other hands but yours alone, and which now no lon- 
ger depends upon any thing, but what you ſhall or- 
dain for its preſervation or deſtruction. 

The Prince as he ended thee words ( to which all 
the Company lent an attention that diverted them 
from their own. affairs) fixed his eyes upon the 
ground, fearing to bchold ſome preſage of his mis- 
fortune in the Qucens face ; She remained for a good 
while in the like poſture, and then it Orocondares 
was tortured by his fears, Artaxeres was not leſs 
diſquicted than he, and looking upon his ſiſter with 
eyes that condemned her irreſolution, he ſufficiently 
made appear how greatan intercjt he took in the hap- 
pineſs of his friend. Art latt the Queen liſted up her 
head, and with a vcry ſerious countenance ſpake on 
this manner. - 

I owe too much, Sir, to your ſervices, to loſe 
their remembrance, or ever to diminiſh the value of 
them : if I were capable of ſuch an ingratitude,.1 
were too worthy of thoſe miſeries wherein I have 
ſpent my life. I know I am often indebted to you 
for my friends, my liberty, my life, and my hon- 
our, ard that all that ever the moſt generous men 


-and the moſt faithſul, the moſt paſſionate I.overs 


have undertaken for the perſons they have loved, 


- comes infinitely ſhort of what you have done for me. 


It is alſotrue that 1 was yours, both by the will of 
my Brother, by that of iny Father, and by my own. 
I indeed was yours by inclination. and by a moſt Iaw- 
ful acknowledgment, and when to my misfortune | 
ceaſeato be ſo, *twas not out of any incon{tancy or 


{ change of humour, Treachery and fovercign power 
baniſhment you ordained me, andif T ſince returned | 
to you, 'twas not till according to your own terms, | 


(1 
' 
[] 


took me from yon, and when your innocence was: 
known to me, 'twas only duty that oppoſed the af- 
fection Thad for you. *Tis that alone, dear Prince, 

that 
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that repreſents unto me now, that I was Wife to the 

catett and moſt fortunate man in the world ; I ſay, 
molt fortunate,becaute | very well know that nothing 
but fortune could give any man an advantage over 
you. In fine, I was the Wife, and am the Widow of 
him, who but a few months ſince, was Maſter of the 
oreateſt part of the Earth. This conſideration ties me 
to much ſeverer rules, than if I had been in another 
condition, and all my engagements to your love,and 


to your ſervices cannot hinder A/exandrs Widow 


from being accuſed of lightneſs, if after the loſs, and 
the ſo late loſs of ſuch a tHusband, ſhe can conſent to 
give her ſelf unto another. All the world that was con- 
cerned in his life,and in his death, looks with another 
eyc upon my actions, than if I were only the Daugh- 
ter of Dari:z, - and all the world could not chuſe but 
wonder, that I ſhould turn my thoughts upon any 
man,after the loſs of him that extended his Dominion 
over all others;of him who by his glory had obſcured 
all thoſe that went before him, and perhaps all thoſe 
that ſhall live after him,and who had ſeated me in the 
moit conſiderable place of the whole Univerſe. 
While the Queen ſpake thus, Oroonaares his face 
grew pale, but Arraverves was enflamed with an 
exceſſive colour, and the different motions of thoſe 


- two Princes, ſecmed to precipitate one of them into 


the grave, and tranſport the other into a violent 
anger and reſentment. 
patient Arrexerves) is it with theſe ſcruples you 
mean to repay the ſervices of Oroondartes, and will 
you kill us both by your ingratitude? *TisI alone 
will die (added the King of Scyrhia with a feeble 
voice) and I'ledie without complaining.if my Queen 
pronounce the ſeritence of my death, You ſhall not 
die, my dear 0r01:tes (aid the Queen falling upon 
him with open arms)and I my ſelf will die a great deal 
rataer than give you any reaſon to accuſe me; TI have 
repreſented to you all the conſiderations that might 
croſs the happineſsI wiſh for you; I have told you 
what the world would cenſure in this you defire of 
me; but now I tell you that to ſatishc what I owe 
you, and to follow my inclination, I'le paſs over 
all theſe maximes, and over all the conſiderations of 
peoples diſcourſe, to give my ſelf wholly to you. I 
had rather be accounted light and imprutent, by 
them that know you not, than faithleſs and ingrate- 
ful in your opinion. I am yours by too powerfull 
reaſons to be ever able to retire, and would it plea- 
ſed the Gods that in givins my ſelf to you, I could 
give you ſomething more worthy of you, and of 
your love. Ido not wrong the memory of Alexa- 
der by beſtowing my ſelf on a ſu:ceſſor not inferiour 
to him either in birth or vertue, and one who might 
have extended his conqueſts as far as he.if his paſſion 
for me had not given him other employments, than 
that of invading his neighbourg territories.Live then 
with an aſſurance, (continued ſhe offering him her 
hand) not only that Szarrra will never be anothers, 
for that's a thing whereof you are already certain,but 


. that ſhe will be yours by lawfull wayes whenſoever 


you ſhall debire it. 
This anſwer was ſolemnized with an acclamation 
of the whole Company, who with an extraordinary 


joy ſaw the concluſion of a fortune in which their 


own ſeemed to be involved, Orovondares could not 
find words tha: were able to expreſs the height of 
lis contentment, an ſhewed it only by embracing 
the Queens knees, and by doing many other actions 
fuli of tranſport and extaſic. His happy ſucceſs 
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made all the reſt to think, at the ſame time, whicli 
way they might bring their pains to the like conclu- 
ſion. Artaxerxes was not diſquieted with any doubt, 
and having often had aſſurance from his Princeſſes 
mouth, . that ſhe would give her ſelfto himas ſoon as 
the King her Brother ſhoulddefire it, he was too con- 
fident of Oroondares his friendſhip, to enter into any 
di{truit of his happineſs. And indeed he then receiy- 
ed very potent conſiderations of it; for the King of 
Scythia turning towards him, after having ſpent ſome 
time in the expreſſions of his joy ; Brother (ſaid he) 
now that by my Queens goodneſs, and by yours, I 
have attained the top of my felicity, I cannot but de- 
ſire our ſatisfactions ſhould be equall, and fince you 
judge my ſiſter worthy of your affections, ſhe ſhall 
be yours the fame day the Queen ſhall vouchſafe to 
conſummate my happineſs. I wiſh that with her I 
could reftore you the Empires you have loſt, but I 
know your vertue diſdaines them, or can recover 
them by that ſword which may make you aſpire to 
the moit glorious conqueits ; and inthe interim dear 
Brother, give me leave to reſign one halfof a reaſon- 
able ſpacious Empire, which the Gods have leftme : 
It is equally divided you know, one part in Aſa, 
the other in Europe, and Mount 1mans makes the ſe- 
paration of them. You if you pleaſe ſhall have the Aſi- 
aiigne Scythia, where youlſhall reign with the Au- 
thority that I ſhall have in Ezrope ; I offer you that 


| a3 being nearer to thoſe Countreys upon which you 
' may have ſome deſign, and with it I offer you not 


| 


onely all the other, not onely the ſtrength of all my 
Domintons to aſſiit you for the recovery of yours, 
but even the lives of my ſelf, and of all my Subjects, 
which you may diſpoſe of with a moſt abſolute po- 
wer. Oroondates ſpake on this manner; and the 
Prince of Perſia having hearkened to him withatten- 
tion : Brother, (replyed he) after the gift of Bere- 
nice, there is no Empire that I can conſider; and I 
prefer my Princeſs not only before that which was 
the King my Fathers, but before the Monarchy of 
allthe Earth : yet doI not refuſe the effect of your ge- 
nerous Friendſhip, and if I accept not of that part of 
your Kingdom which you offer me, *tis becauſe I 
ſhall believe I reign. in all places whereſoever my 
dear Brother ſhall command, and that I will not poſ- 
ſeſs any thing that can be ſeparated from your Do- 
minion. Ple retire into Scythia with you, and when 
] ſhall have breathed there a while in the felicity you 
allow me; Ile make uſe of thoſe Forces you offer 
me to re-eſtabliſh my ſelf, if it be poſſible, in part 
of thoſe Terricories that were ours, and to give my 
Princeſs a Crown that may not ſuffer her to fall be-- 
neath her Dignity, Ile begin the War upon the 
Parthians, upon the Hyrcanians, and their Neigh- 
bours;and 'tis on that fide I hope with your aſſiſtance, 
and that of the Gods, to eſtabliſh a Monarchy over 
the Countries our Enemies poſſeſs, without pre- 
tending to the recovery of thoſe which Fortune has 
beſtowed upon our Friends. Artaxerxes declared 
his intentions thus, and Oroondates proteſted to him 
once more, that if he would not accept of half his 
Kingdom, he ſhould have it all,, and that he would 
not exerciſe any Authority that ſhould not be com- 
mon to them both. Lyſimachus was then at the feet 
of Pariſatis, where by the Queens example, he 
endeavoured to draw aſſurance of his happineſs from 
her mouth. She had no repugnance in her heart to 
grant him them, and ſhe was ſo much indebted to 
Lyſimachiu his ſervices, and had ſo great an _ 
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of him, and even fogreat an inclination to his perſon, 
that ſhe could not think of ſettling her ſelf any way 
moreto her contentment, but her ſevere humour had 

 muchado to declare it ſelf,and perhaps ſhe would not 
have done itof a long time, if the Queen her Siſter, 
and the Prince her Brothery wyho were mygh obliged 
to Lyſimachus, and who conſidered him infinitely, 
had not joyn'd with him, and had not in his favour 
employ'd all that intereſt which friendſhip and near- 
neſs of Blood allowed them with their Siſters. Pa- 
riſarts believed (he could not erre in following the 
example, and the counſel of Perſons who then had 
- ſome lawfull Authority over her, and giving Lyſima- 
chus her hand, and promiſed him that ſhe would al- 
wayes be ready to follow the advice ofthe Prince her 
Brother, and of the Queen her Silter. After having 
taken this order about Lyſimachw his affairs, they 
altogether began to think of theirs that yet remain- 
ed 


Orontes had no need of their aſſiſtance, and he by 
promiſe from his Queen was affured of a felicity 
which nothing was able to diſturb : He received a 
molt pleaſing confirmation of it in that Illu{trious 
Company, and Thateſtris freely declared that his 
' happineſs ſhould not be deferred longer than that of 
his Friends. Oxyartes had no great difficulties to 
conquer in Bar/in's heart, and that fair Princeſs re- 
membring his former ſervices. and conſidering his 


high extraction and the qualities of his perſon, was” 
already ſo far diſpoſed to receive him, that King Oro- * 


0nd.zres,the Queen,and Prince Artaxerxes mediating 
in his behalf, overcame her with as mnch eaſe as they 


could wiſh, Only Der-errizs believed himſelf un-- 


fortunate amidit the happineſs of all the reſt, and 
when he ſaw them all contented : Shall I then be the 


only miſerable man, (cryed he) and while you all. 
abandon your ſelves to joy, ſhall I alone abandon my 
ſelftodeſpair ? Carnot the example of ſo many ver- 
tuous Princeſſes move unſenſible Deidamia ? and; 


ſhall not I vainly have fought in your behalf againit 


our living Enemies, if the dead make War againit : 
me, and if am conquered by the dead ? Mult that ' 


which no longer has a being triumph over me with 
ſo' great advantages ? or muſt I ceaſe to have a be- 
ing my ſelf, to touch herinmy death, in whom dur- 
ing my life I cannot ſtir up any ſence of pity ? Ah ! 
how willingly would 1 precipitate my ſelf into my 
Grave, if I believed that by my death I might ren- 
der my deſtiny equal to that of fortunate Azz ; and 
how freely would I pour forth all my blood, it by 
it 1 could hope to merit the tears of Deidama ? 
Demetrius ſpake on this manner with ſo paſſionate 
an ation, that allthe Company was touch'd with it. 
Deidamia was fo as well as the reſt ; and the ex- 
ccllent qualities of that Young Prince had not 
wrought ſo little upon her, but that they had pro- 
duced a great deal of affetion toward him.She began 
indeed to love him, but the memory of Ag fought 
ſtill againſt her affection, and even the fear ſhe had 
of being accuſed of inconſtancy would not ſufter her- 
to declare it; ſhe remain'd without reply to De» e- 
rriuss words, and keeping her eyes 1x'd upon the 
ground, diſcovered by her aQtion,athat ſhe was un- 
reſolved. All the Princeſſes whom Demerr:44 had 
moved to compaſhon, and who alſo defircd to ad- 
vance Deidamia's ſettlement, came to her, and re- 
preſented that ſhe alone ovght not to oppoſe the pub. 
lick rejoycing. They ſet before her cyes the little 


reaſon ſhe kad to perfilt ſo obſtinately in her paſſion | 
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for a man that had ſo long been dead,and who though , 


he were able to obſerve her aCtions in the lower 
ſhades, couldnot complain of her after having ſpent 
three or four years in lamenting continually for his 
loſs : they told her, that in her preſent condition, be. 


ing ſo young as ſhe was,deprived of her Friends, and- 
of all her Fortune, ſhe could not live in the World: 


without ſettling herTelf ſome way or other, and the 

made appear to her, that among the moſt potent 
Princes of the Earth, ſhe could not find any one 
whoſe ſupport was more conſiderable, or whoſe al- 
liance more important for her than that of Demer;;. 
4 who by the power of Artigonus, and his own. 
mightnot only reſtore her: to all the Honours ſhe 
had loſt, but recover even that Crown that was 
uſurped from her little Brother Pyrrhzs, who bem 

then but three or four years old, ſtood inneed of the 
aſſiſtance of a powerfull Allie to protect him agaia(t 
his Enemies, as wellas of the pity. of King Giauces 
with whom he was brotight up. To all theſe Ar- 
guments thoſe greatPrinceſſes added whatſoever they 
thought capable to perſwade Deidamia, the Princes 


endeavoured it likewiſe with their utmoſt power ; 


and when the was alrcady ſhaken, Antigonns being 
come into the Chamber.and defiring the contentment 
of his Son, as much as his own life, joyn'd his En- 
treatics tothe Reaſons of fo many Illuftrious Media- 
tours, with ſuch ſucceſs,that Deidamia not being lon- 
ger able to defend her ſelf again't ſo many Advetfa- 
ries, nor againlt ſo many Motives which ſhe under- 
ſtood.and which ſhe could not diſpute againſt without 
obitinacy,yielded at laſt, cither tolove,or to impor- 


portunity, or tothe conſideration of her Aﬀairs. At | 
a confeſſion lo defired by Demerrins, his joy brake 


forth with great exccſs and he did manyaCtions which 
nothing but his youth and paſſion could excuſe. Dez- 


damia appeared fora good while out of countenance . 


at her change, and beo'd pardon for it of A495 with 
a great many tears, but in the end ſhe was ſo well 
encouraged by the examples, and by the diſcourſes 
of the Queen and of the Princeſſes, that ſhe approved 
what ſhe had done with a little morc confidence than 
before, and no longer had any thought of repentins 
her ſelf. That little company made up of the great. 
e(t perſons of the earth, was then in ſo perfect a 
contentment, that all the words in the World would 
not be ſutticient to expreſs it, and the ſix Princes be- 
I:s no longer able to moderate themſelves in their 
felicity, ſollicited their Princeſſes ſo earneſtly, that 
in the end they were fain to promiſe them their hap- 
neſs ſhould be deferred no longer than tiil the next 
day following. More time would in probability 
have been requiſite to prepare for thoſe Pompes 
which ſeemed due to the Marriages of the chief per- 
ſons in the World ; but their delights were far more 
ſolid, and they found too much contentment in the 
poſicfſion of what they defired, to ſcek for any in un- 
profitable Magnificencies, Yet was the remnant of 


that day employcd by Prolomem,Selencns, Antioonus 


and the reſt of their Friends, in neceſſary preparati- 
ons, and the young Princes made themſelves ready 
for Courles, and Combatrs of pleaſure, to which 
they did not think it fit to call the Elder, and more fa- 

mous Captains, ED 
This remarkable Day whicn was to b» dedicated 
to ſo ſolemn and ſo memorable an action, did no 
ſooner begin to appear, but Queen T7 hal-ſ/rz* got her 
ſelf made ready, and takings Horſe with Gronres, 
Ptalomens, Enmencs, and Fyptelita, ſhe rode to the 
. Ama® 
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' Amazones quarter, having ſent before to Menalip- 


4 todraw them together ; when the reit of the For- 
ces were diſmifled, they had been kept behind for 
the defign the Queen intended to effec that day, and 
ſheno ſooner was come thither, but ſhe found them 
all in the readineſs ſhe had commanded : when ſhe 
faw the might be heard by all her Women, and that 
ſhe had prepared them to give her a quiet audi- 
ence, ſhe began to explain her intentions to them 
with a great deal of Eloquence and Facility. Firlt, 
ſhe repreſented to them the ſhame and miſery of 
their condition, .and with it the Error of their Prede- 
ceſſors ; who having thought by the inititution of their 
Laws, to free theinſelves from the Tyranny of men, 
had ſubmitted themſelves unto it with infamy, and 


| had reduced themſelves to run after them over all the 


Earth, and to proſtitute themſelves unto them in a 
moſt ignominious: manner, initead of having pre: 
ſerv'd the Empire amongtit them, whici their Sex 1n 


in all other places had maintained. She exaggerated . 


whatſoever was mo't odious in_ that Cuitume, in 
tearms that were capable to maxe them abhor 1t, 
and in ſpiznt of that confidence their iniritutton had 
bred in them, the made ſome of thein b{uth at the re- 
membrance of things which they had done. \\ hen ſhe 
percieved that raat diſcourſe which hal alwayes been 
moit.oJious amons t the Amz9.:225, was hearkned 
to with attention, {he excir'd them to take a gene- 
rous Reſolution for the recovery of their Honour, 
and either to cait men off for evcr, or toſuffer them 


, on'y by lawiul means, and ſuch as w re approved 


through ati the world, She told tncm that their in- 


fiitution had proceeded on'y trom the deſpair of 


certain V Vomen. not from anv reaſonable motive ; 
and that in the condition the aftairs of 4/74 were re- 
duced to fince the death of Alex.inder they could no 


Tonzer hope their Monarchy ſhould ſubſi:t. Then ſhe 


promiſed them the alliance of their neighbours, who. 
would receive tiem with open arms, (as Ermenes, 
who af that time was abſolute over Cappadoci:, and 
who was preſent at her diſcourſe to confirm it to 
them) and with their alliance an eternal repoſe in all 
their families, and a ſweetneſs in employments more 
conformable to their ſex. She at lait de.Jared how 
ſhe was reſolved to marry Orontes, as well in regard 
of the ſervices he hid done her, and of the love ſhe 
bore his perſon, as of tie ſhame ſhe had diſcovered 
in thoſe Laws to which ſhe would no more ſub:nit 
her ſelf. Yet did ſhe proteit ſhe had undertaken 
nothiag to the prejudice of what ſhe owed them, 
and that if by her example they could not oblige 
themſelves to aboliſh their cuſtomes, the was ready 
tode iver up the Crown to them, and retiring with 
Orontes, into his Countrey, leave them the liberty 
of chooſing a Queen, under whom they might live in 
their ancient Priviledges. ; 

She ſaid a great deal more to than, which they 
hearined to very favourably; ani when ſhe had 
done ſpeaking, they deliberated a good while what 
reſolu:ton they fhould take. Some amongit the 
moit Zealous of them oppoſed that alteration, but 
thoſc that were lefſe paſſionate found fo much reaſon 
init, andthe Queen had already ſo well gain'd the 
Cheif of them, amono{t whom {he was e{teemed as 
a;perſon altogether Divine, that her party in the 
end was found the ftrongeſt, and by little and lit- 
tle the deſire of Novelty ea'ily imprinting it ſelf in 
the minds of Women, added to the imagination of 
many cclizhts, wiich they fanſied to themſelves in 
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that change of life, in a ſhort tinje drew them all to 
yield to her defires. . When they were confirmed 
in that intent, they all cried out- aloud, that they 
would obey their Queen; that they had rather change 
their cuitom by her example, than fubmit them- 
ſelves to the Authority of another, and that they 
would with joy receive him for their Prince, whom 
they formerly had loved and honoured as Orithia. 
The fair Thaleftris found marvellous cauſe of ſatis- 
faction in this event, and after having promiſed .her 
Women a ſweetneſſe and tranquility of life very 
different from that they had en;oyed, ſhe alighted 
from her horſe, and embraced them almoſt every 
one, with teſtimonies of a very tender affetion, 
After that,they gave her new aſſurances of thedefire 
they had to obey her punctually, and to make all 
the re{t of them that were in Thewiſcira follow their 
example, and when the Queen had ſettled them in 
that determination as firmly as was poſſible, ſhere- 
turned into the City, and before the Queen and the 
Princeſſes were quite dreſſed, ſhe arrived at the Pa- 
lace,: where they had all. been lodged fince Roxana's . 
departure, | | 

That Day the lovely Daughters of Darins hav- 
ins caſt off all the pref in which they long had lan- 
Suiſhed, did alſo lay afide that mournful colour, 
and that ſad attire which had accompanyed their 
ſorrow, and to appear to the eyes of their illuſtrious 
[overs inthe higheſt ſplendor of their Beauty, they 
ſe: it forth at their requeit, by ail thoſe embelliſh- 
ments which the misfortunes of their life had made 
them tonegle&t. Then Gold and Jewels of ineſti- 
mable value glittered with a Magnificence ſuitable to 
the quality of thoſe Great Princeſſes,and their Beau- 
ty receiving its former luttre by thoſe exteriour Or- 
naments, after having been a long time buryed in 
afflictions, ſhew'd it ſelf like the Sun, when af- 
ter tedious Storms, and foggy Milts, it breaks forth 
of the Cloud that had obſcured it, and appears to 
our eyes@v3in with its uſual brightneſſe. Berenice 
by reaſon of the late death of the King her Father, 
cloathed her ſelfin a much graver habit, but her eyes 
ſhot. Rayes ſurpaſſing thoſe of Diamonds, and her 
na*ural dreſſe had far more comelineſſe than all that 
the powervf Art could have added to it. Thaleſtris 
having ' quitted her Martial Apparrel, conform'd 
her ſelf to that of her own Sex, and appeared no leſs 
charming in that eſtate, than ſhe had'before been ter- 
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Deidamia and Parſina decked themſelves at the 
entreaty of their Lovers, and both of them diſcover- 
ed ſuch Beauties, as out of that fair Company could 
find no parallels. When all of themwere ready to 
come forth, they were conducted together to Fno's 
Temple, where that memorable Ceremony was to 
be performed, and where the people flocked with 
ſo great a croud, as coſt the lives of many perſons. 
Thoſe that had been the Subjects of Darizs, could 
not behold his Son and Daughters in that condition 
withour- ſending forth loud cries and ſhouts that 
pierced the Heavens, accompanied with tears of joy 


and tenderneſs, and whether it were among the Soul- 


diers, or amongit the Citizens, there was a general 
rejoycing obſerved,little different from that of thoſe 
who were moit concern'd. The fair Widow of -4- 
lexander was led by Seleners, Berenice by Arnti- 
gonu, Parijaits by Pralomens, Thaleſtiris by En- 
menes, Deodamia by Crateru, ani Barjina by Leo- 
nates; The is Princes having leit that glory to their 

| Friends, 
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Friends were gone all together to the Temple be- 
fore, and had themſelves forgotten nothing in their 
Cloaths, that without effeminacy, or a too affected 
curioſity, could pleaſe the eyes of their admired 
princeſſes. After having expected them there a few 
moments, which to their impatience ſeem'd as ma- 
ny hours, they ſaw them enter with a pomp that 
brought pew light into the Temple. Beremce, Dezaa- 


mia,and Thaleſiris as valiant as ſhe was, walked with | 
more fear and baſhfulneſs than their Companions ; | 
but the Queen, the princeſs her Siſter, and Barſina | 
who had already been at the ſame condition, went ! 


up toward the Altar with more confidence. Why 
ſhould this Narration be drawn out to a greater 
length ? There it was that in the ſight of many thou- 


ſand people, and in the preſence of the gods, who |, 


by prayers and ſacrifices were called to behold that 
action ; the greateſt perſons in the world of either 
Sex, were by the uſual Ceremonies joyn'd together 
with Bonds which could not be unticd, which never 
were broken but by dcath, and which through the 
whole Courſe of their Lives kept them as cloſely 
- united as they were that day. There it was that by 
ſuch famous and important Nuptials, Vertue ſaw it 
ſelf triumphant over ſo many misfortunes that had 
vainly fought againſt it, and that ſeemed to have croſ- 
ſed it for no other cnd, but that it might ſhine ſorth 
with more luſtre and glory. Thoſe glad and fortu- 
nats Bridegrooms having delivered back their Brides 
into the hands of thoſe that had led them thither, 
followed them kome again to the Palace, where all 
things were moſt ſtately and magnificent. O ! how 
tedious did that day ſeem to them ? and how little 
pleaſure did they find in the Games, Courſes, and 
Combats which the young princes made with inft- 
nite pomp to honour ſo folemn an Action ? The Son 
of Polyperchon, Mencians, and brave /lyonexs, made 
themſelves remarkable in them by their dexterity, 
but after long contcfation *twas young Alexander 
that bore away the prize. \fter the Courſes and Com- 
bars followed moſt gracefull Dances, and admirable 
+ Muſick, and after all thoſe Entertainments, came the 
moſt delightfull and moſt glorious Night that ever 
was. Never had the brighteſt day ſhewed any 
thing comparable to it in the judgement pf Or007- 
dates and his Companions, and thoſe that might 
boaſt to be molt memorable by the winning of Bat. 
tels, and by the Conqueſt of Empires, were ob. 
ſcure and Ro in reſpect of that pleaſing Dark: 
neſs which triumphed over Light with ſo greatan ad- 
vantage. Then were the greatelt Beauties in the 
. world delivered as a prey to the paſſions of the mer- 
cileſs Conquerours, who revenged themſelves for 
the torments they had made them to endurc, with 
reſentments which for all they were ſo violent they 
could not juſtly diſapprove. To ſay the truth they 
were in ſome fort pardonable, andit was but'reaſon 
that they whoſe ſufferings had been ſo long and cruel, 
ſhould make themſelves equivalent reparations. 
Never had the God of Love been preſent at ſo ſo- 
lemn a Feſtival, and in all the Sacrifices that had 
been offered to himat Paphos, or at Cythera, he never 
had received ſuch honour as he did that Night in Ba- 
bylon, But I am afraid toſay too much of it, and to 
go beyond the bounds of Reſpect and Modelty with. 
my Princes, who exceeded them a little,that night of 
liberty. They without all queſtion thought it a great 
deal too ſhort, and one might perchance have doubt:- 
£d in what Employments they had paſlcd it, if the 
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bluſhes that appeared next morrinp in the cheeks 
of Berenice, Thaleſtris, and Dcidinin, had not 
given the Company great ſuſpiticns. Yet did they 
pardon their Lovers the Offences they had com. 


mitted, by the example of their Companicns, who 


| had born them with more moderation. Thoſe con-: 


ſtant fires were not extinguiſhed of many years, 
| and the love of thoſe vertuous perſons was placed 
upon too ſure Foundations , to find any thing in 
poſicſſion that could abate it; on the contrary it 
grew far more ardent by a more perfe& know- 
ledge of thoſe Beauties and rare qualities that had 
given it birth, and Time which ruines all things 
had never power to flacken the firſt violence of 
their flames, 

Many dayes were ſpent in theſe Contentments, 
which cannot poſſibly be imagined, and the happy 
Princes took plentiful draughts of thoſe delights, af- 
ter which they had ſo long impatiently thirſted. 
When they had nothing more to wiſh, they began to 
think of retiring. King Oroondates was recalled in- 
to Scythia by his Subjects,. and he himſelf had a 
defire to go thither, that he might givc his Queen the 
Crown of his Dominions. Arſaces alſo had a mind 
to ſee thoſe Countreys again, where he had paſſed 
ſome years, and where he had ſo powerfully gained 
the peoples hearts; All the other Princes were obli- 
ved to return into their ſeveral Provinces, to be 
crowned themſelves in the Kingdoms which their va- 
lour had won, and which Ar/accs freely left them in 


conſideration of the good Offices they had done for 
him and his, and in the hope he had to recover others 
from them that had not merited his friendſhip, They 
all prepared themſelves for that ſeparation, but not 
without a great deal -of trouble to every one of 
them : Before they went away, they thought fit ts 
take order in what remained to be done; and be- 
cauſe Babylon and all Afſyria belonged to them by 
the right of Arms, they all offered it to Seleucus, as 
to their valiant Deliverer and Benefactor ; bift he 
refuſed it, and proteſted openly that not having had 
any, other aim in what he had done, than to ſuc- 
cour Vertue unworthily oppreſſed, he would not 
give his Enemies cauſe to make an ill interpretation 
of his Intent, and to judge that he had quitted his 
party out of a ſhamefull Intereſt, and vile hope of 
Recompence. All the world citecm'd that thought to 
be worthy of Selercas his generoſity, and when they 
ſaw him ſo firm in his reſolution, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to ſhake him, they altogether caſt their eyes 
upon Oryatres, who did not then poſſeſs a Territo- 
ry ſuitable to the greatneſs of his Quality, and preſſed 
it ſo urgently upon him, that in the end ke was con- 
{trained to accept the Sovereignty of Babyloz, and 
there to ſettle his abode, Selencres hid Armenia 
and A /eſopotamia, which the death of Phrataphernes 
and Archelars had leſt vacant, and becauſe Cylicia 
was ſo likewiſe by the death of Philotas, all the 
Princes would needs have Eumenes takeit, and give 
that part of Cappadocia he poſſeſſed, in exchange 
to Queen Thaleſtris, leaving that Kingdom entire to 
Prince Orontes, who alſo quitted the Province of the 
Maſſagetes, becauſe it was one of thoſe that com- 
poſed the Afratick, Scythia, which King Oroonaares 
had deſtined for Arraxerxes, After having ordered 
the Provinces on this manner, they all prepared for 
their departure, and when they had beltowed a few 
dayes more in the Confirmation of their Alliance, 


and in the tears that were ſhed at that ſeparation, 
| they 
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| they all of them-went from Bbyivz the ſame day. 
Oroonaates and the Great Arſaces with their Brides, 
 andanEquipage befitting their Quality,took the way 
towards Scithia with Ly/imachus ard Pariſatis, who 
would accompany them as far as Byzanr:nm, where 
they were to keep their Court, it being the Aerro- 
pol: of Thrace, and where Pariſatis hoped for a 
great deal of comfort in the Neighbourhood of the 
Queen her Siſter, ſince their Kingdoms bordered up- 
on one another. Oroxres and Thaleſtris went toward 
Cappadocia, which was to obey them totally by the 
agreement they had made with Eumenes, who with 
the fair Aſinoe his Wife kept them company the 
| greateſt part of their Journey, Prulomens travelled 
towards Eyyprt, which much defired to receive him : 
}Antigonus and his Son with the fair Deidamia to- 
wards Phrygia > Seleucns marched towalds Armenia 
with Forces to make himſelf Maiter of it, in caſe he 
ſhould find any difficulty to beadmitted : 1Vearchrus 
and Leonatus went home into their own Provinces, 
and no body remained at Babylon but Prince Ox yar- 
zes, Who with his dear Barſixa did there eſtabliſh his 
Dominion. Cleonwmus andAlcione, with g00d old 
Polemon itaid there alſo with him, as in their Native 
Country, and that Prince remembring the requeſt 
Berenice and Sratira had made to him, in favour of 
that, laboured all he could for their ſatisfaction, and 
having taken away thoſe ſcruples that oppoſed it in 
Alcione's mind ; he married her at laſt to Cleonmns 
whom he ſettled inal] the wealth of Theander and 
B2gijtezes,and whom for his Vertue(and for the con- 
ſideration of Polex:9n, who had done all his Friends 
ſo many good ſervices) he honoured with the moſt 
important Offices of his State. 


He Deſign to which I regularly enough have tied 

my ſe'f not to wander from the Banks of the 
Euphrates,and the Wal's of Babylon,hinders me from 
following my Heroes in,their Voyages : { will not 
therefore relate their fortunate ſucceſſes ; their ar- 
rival in their Kingdoms; and the crowning of ſo ma- 
ny Gallant Princes, who eſtabliſhed a brave and hap- 
py Sovereignty , which they enjoyed through the 
; Whole courſe of very long an4 proſperous Reigns. 
You may learn the end of their Lives from Hiltortans 
Famous in Antiquity,who have written them : From 
me you ſhall only, know that the Great A4r/..ces ſtaid 
not long in his Brothers Kingdom ; but having re- 
ceived ſuch an Army from him as he deſired, he 
marched into the Province of the Farthians, where 
he defeated and kill'd A4ndiagoras ina pitch'd Battel ; 
from thence, when. he had made himſelf maſter of 
that Province, and had wone many other Victories 
over them that oppoſed his Conqueſts, he ſubdued 
Hyrcanma, Bailria, Zogdia, the Countrey of the 
Mardes, and a great number of other Provinces, of 
which he compoſed that Famous Empire of the Par- 
thians, which was calPd the Empire of the Eaſt, and 
which was the moiſt potent of the World till the 
timeof Anguſtss Ceſar, tinder whom it fell into the 
power of the Romans; the Founder of it {till re- 
tained that Great Name of Arſaces, under which he 

' had gained his firſt reputation, and that renowned 
Name deſcended to his Succeffors, who to render 
that homage to his Vertue, made themſelves all to be 
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called Arſaces, and made the whole World talk of the 


iluggrious Blood of the Arſacides. He died not till he 
4 The End of 
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was exceeding old, having by the report of all Fiſto- 
rians, left as great a veneration of .his Name ih the 
Eaſt, as that of Alexander amongſt the Greek, of 
Cyrus amongſt the Perſians, or of Rown/us amongit 
the Romans; they are the very words of the Hiltori- 
ans, though among!t many of them the birth of 


that Great Emperour was not known. Oroonaartes, 
if he would, might have enlarged his Conqueſts 
as far as his Brother, but he kept himſelf to the Re- 
ligious Cuſtome of his Anceſtors, and believed ac- 
cording to their example, that he could not without 
injuſtice deveit a Lawful Prince of his Dominions : 
Yet did he make himſelf ſo terrible in his own, that 
all his Neighbours trembled at his Name, and defi- 
red nothing ſo much as his Alliance. He gave him- 
ſelf wholly to the love of his fair Queen, and that 
oreat Princeſs for ever laid aſide the Name of Sratira, 
affeted by the Queens of Perſia, and paſſed the 
reſt of her life under that of Caſſandra; that was it 
that made Plurarch believe ſhe was killd indeed af- 
ter the death of Alcxanaer, ſhe having lived from 
thittime forward in far Countries,and under a Name 
he knew not, That Vertuous Queen and the King 
hcr Husband, rcquited the affection of Theodates; 
and that of faithful Araxes;- by the gift of Theoms- 
ris and Cleone, and by that of many Provinces, and 
places of importance in Scythia; nor was Crron leſs 
rewarded by his Malter the Great Ar/qaces. Lyſtma- 
chu, with his dear Pari/at, paſſed his life in ſo 
great Glory, that after having conquered moſt of 
the Kingdoms that had been Alexanders, he was ſlain 
in the lait Battel that was fought amongſt his Suc- 
ceſſors, being then fourſcore years of Age. Thelife 
of Demetrins was ſo remarkable, that it gave the 
greateſt Authours of thoſe Times occaſion to write 
it : Macedonia and many other Kingdoms obeyed 
him, and little Pyrrh: his Brother in Law, being 
come to years, acquired the reputation of the Vali- 
anteſt man in all the world. Orontes reigned very 
peaceably in Cappadocia with Thaleſtris, and all the 
Laws of the Amazones were ſo utterly aboliſhed, 
that there never was any mention of them after- 
wards, Prolomews governed Egypt with ſo much 
Glory, that his Name, as that of Arſaces, remain- 
cd to his Poſterity, and Scleuczs made himſfelt ſo 
Great, that before his Death he became the moſt 
potent of all Alexanders Succefſors. Cafſander till 
perſitted in his Crimes, and his paſſion for Roxana 
turn'd into ſo violent a Rage, that in the end he put 
her todeath, with the Son: ſhe had by: Alexander, 
and alſo Queen Olimpias, the Mother of the Great 
King. Heby their death uſurped Macedonia, and 
after his, Demetrius took it from his Children. Eu- 
eres periſhed in the War hehad againſt Antigonu, 
after having killed his Enemy Meoprolemus with his 
own hand, and by many Gallant Victories acquired 
the reputation of one of the greatett Captains in the 
World. And Prince Oxyarres paſſed his life moſt 
happily with Barſina. I ſhould perhaps ſay more 
of every one, if all Famous Hiltorians did not am- 
ply relate their Actions; particularly Fzſ#4n, and 
Plutarch inthe Lives of Pyrrhs, Demetrius.and Eu- 
menes : If | werenot out of my Scene, which I have 
limited within the Confines of 2.14/02, and if it were- 
not juſt that after ſuch a long-winded picce of Work, 
I my ſelf ſhould ſeek that repoſe which I now have 


. Siven to others, 
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On will have the patience T hope to read theſe few Lines Tam obliged to ad1, that T way 
juſtifie part of thoſe things which T have written. IT have been bound up in many 
Paſſages of this Concluſion by the truth of Hiſtory, though perhaps T have altered it 
in ſome places, where it is leaſt known. If I make Statira and her Siſter live again * 
contrary to the report of Plutarch, who ſays, ſhe was killed by Roxana's eraclty 5 Thave 
followed the Opinion of many Hiſtorians, and I make her paſs the reſt of her life jn Countries 

very remote from thoſe where ſhe. ſpent her yourger years, and under a different name from 

that” by which ſhe was known to Plutarch. I well might give Darius a Son withaut contra- 

diFing the Hiſtoriaus that write of Alexander, who only mention his Danghters 5 I make © 
him dead in the opinion of the World before Alexander entred upon his Fathers Territories, - 
he comes thither no more till after his death, and therefore thoſe Authors might wEl have been 
ignorant of Artaxerxes his life, he having paſjes it in very far Countries, and under another 
name, after he had loſt it in the general belief. 1 with the ſame licence might make him to be 
that Great Arſaces, who founded the Empire of the Parthians : and Hiſtorians not having 
given him any certain birth, have afforded me the liberty to make him be born of Darius : F 
ſhould undoubtedly have made him recover his Fathers Empire, if I could have done it with- 
oxt. falſifying truths which are known to all the World, and which have not left me a free diſ- 
poling of -my Adventures : I ſbould have changed ſomething in the deſtiny of Roxana and 
Caflander, if 7 might have been permitted, and if I had pardoned Roxana, in conſiderati- 
on of her Sex. T ſhould have killed Caflander to ſhew the puniſhment of Vice, as well as 
the recompeuce of Vertne ; but the Feſt of his life was too well. known by his Crimes, and 
y his ruling in Greece. T have been freer in thoſe of Perdiccas and bis Brother 5 is cer- 
tain they were ſlain within a while after Alexanders death, by a Sedition amongſt their For- 
ces, and there is ſo little ſpoken of the particulars of their death; that T believed I might law- 
fally frame it to my Hiſtory, L "Eon 
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